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442    Remarks  at  the  Swearing  In  of  John  T.  McNaughton,  Daniel 
Luevano,  SoUs  Horwitz,  and  Robert  W.  Morse  as  Key 
Officials  in  the  Department  of  Defense.    ]uly  i,  1964 


THIS  IS  a  very  proud  and  satisfying 
moment,  I  am  sure,  for  each  of  you  men 
who  have  weathered  the  perils  of  the  United 
States  Senate  and  find  yourself  duly  ap- 
proved and  confirmed  here  today. 

I  know  it  must  be  a  matter  of  great  satis- 
faction for  your  family  and  for  your  friends. 

I  want  each  of  you  to  know  that  this  is  a 
very  proud  and  satisfying  moment  for  your 
President  as  well.  We  Presidents  have 
many  responsibilities.  Unfortunately,  Pres- 
idents have  no  more  hours  in  the  day  than 
other  men,  but  when  able  and  brilliant  and 
dedicated  men  are  willing  to  help  bear  those 
burdens  with  little  hope  of  glory,  any  Presi- 
dent would  feel  as  I  do  that  we  should  give 
recognition  to  it  and  congratulate  you. 

You  men  assembled  here  this  morning 
come  from  many  regions  of  our  country — 
from  New  England,  from  the  west  coast, 
from  metropolitan  centers  of  the  East,  and 
from  a  small  town  in  the  Midwest.  Each 
of  you  in  your  respective  fields  has  estab- 
lished a  most  distinguished  and  impressive 


record.  The  country  is  fortunate  to  have 
your  services  in  this  critically  important 
work  of  this  period  when  the  first  purpose 
of  America  in  the  eyes  of  every  citizen  of  the 
world  is  keeping  the  peace. 

So,  I  congratulate  you.  I  thank  you  for 
coming  aboard  to  help  us  carry  forward  the 
great  task  of  these  times.  All  of  you  have 
demonstrated  the  experience,  the  judgment, 
and  the  dedication  to  public  service  worthy 
of  the  recommendation  of  the  most  distin- 
guished Secretary  of  Defense,  and  I  think 
worthy  of  the  nominations  that  I  have  made 
and  the  confirming  action  the  Senate  has 
taken. 

So,  it  is  a  great  pleasure  to  be  here  and 
be  present  when  you  are  sworn  in  and  when 
you  assume  your  new  responsibilities. 

note:  The  ceremony  was  held  at  i  p.m.  in  the 
Rose  Garden  at  the  White  House.  Mr.  McNaugh- 
ton  and  Mr.  Horwitz  were  sworn  in  as  Assistant 
Secretaries  o£  Defense,  Mr.  Luevano,  as  an  Assistant 
Secretary  of  the  Army,  and  Mr.  Morse,  as  an 
Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


443    Joint  Statement  Following  Discussions  With  the 
President  of  Costa  Rica.    July  2,  1964 


THE  PRESIDENT  of  Costa  Rica,  Francisco 
Orlich,  and  President  Johnson,  have  con- 
cluded friendly  discussions  on  matters  of 
mutual  concern. 

The  two  Presidents  discussed  the  Alliance 
for  Progress  and  the  contribution  it  is  mak- 
ing toward  the  economic  and  social  develop- 
ment of  the  Hemisphere.  They  expressed 
their  satisfaction  with  its  achievements  in 
Central  America  and  the  Hemisphere  since 


President  Kennedy's  visit  to  San  Jose,  and 
reaffirmed  their  faith  in  the  goals  of  the 
Alliance.  They  noted  especially  the  intimate 
relationship  which  exists  between  the  practice 
of  effective  representative  democracy  and 
the  achievement  of  social  and  economic 
progress,  and  they  renewed  their  determina- 
tion to  encourage  democratic  ideals  through- 
out the  Hemisphere.  President  Johnson 
expressed  his  admiration  for  the  leadership 
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which  Costa  Rican  people  have  given  over 
the  years,  by  their  example,  to  the  accom- 
plishment of  this  objective. 

President  Orlich  reviev^ed  the  efforts  of 
the  Central  American  countries  to  promote 
their  economic  vi^ell-being  through  the  Cen- 
tral American  Common  Market.  President 
Johnson  expressed  gratification  that  these 
efforts  had  already  made  a  significant  con- 
tribution to  the  economic  development  of 
Central  America.  The  two  Presidents  dis- 
cussed the  participation  of  private  enterprise 
in  the  Central  American  Common  Market, 
and  the  fundamental  importance  of  coopera- 
tion between  the  public  and  private  sectors 
in  creating  sound  and  healthy  conditions  in 
which  each  can  make  its  most  effective  con- 
tribution. They  agreed  that  a  responsible 
and  vigorous  private  sector  is  an  essential 
element  of  a  free  and  democratic  society, 
and  is  indispensable  to  the  success  of  the 
Central  American  Common  Market  and  the 
Alliance  for  Progress. 

President  Orlich  outlined  the  economic 
situation  in  his  country,  and  expressed  ap- 
preciation for  the  understanding  and  friend- 
ly cooperation  of  the  United  States.  He  gave 
special  praise  to  the  United  States  Navy 
Seabees,   who  are  cooperating  with  Costa 


Rica  to  relieve  flood  conditions,  which  have 
been  seriously  aggravated  by  the  eruption  of 
Irazu  Volcano.  President  Johnson  assured 
President  Orlich  of  the  continued  and  sym- 
pathetic cooperation  of  the  United  States  in 
the  present  natural  disaster  afflicting  Costa 
Rica,  and  of  the  desire  of  the  United  States 
to  help  Costa  Rica  achieve  further  economic 
and  social  progress  in  keeping  with  the 
Charter  of  Punta  del  Este. 

The  Presidents  noted  the  continued  efforts 
of  subversive  agents  trained  in  Cuba  and 
other  Communist  countries  to  create  unrest 
and  undermine  democratic  governments  in 
Latin  America.  They  agreed  that  each 
country  must  adopt  effective  measures  to 
defend  itself  against  such  activities,  and  that 
the  Organization  of  American  States  should 
take  meaningful  steps  to  demonstrate  the 
collective  will  of  the  American  Republics  to 
resist  such  aggression. 

The  Presidents  concluded  their  talks  by 
expressing  satisfaction  that  relations  between 
their  two  countries  had  reached  a  high  level 
of  mutual  understanding  and  respect.  They 
pledged  themselves  to  continued  cooperation 
within  the  Organization  of  American  States 
to  achieve  the  objectives  of  the  Alliance  for 
Progress. 


444    Remarks  Upon  Signing  Bill  Broadening  the  Prevailing 
Wage  Section  of  the  Davis-Bacon  Act.    July  2,  1964 


I  WANT  to  express  my  satisfaction  that 
the  leaders  of  the  workers  of  this  country 
could  be  here  with  the  Members  of  Con- 
gress who  have  been  so  devoted  to  their 
welfare  throughout  the  years. 

I  am  very  happy  this  morning  to  sign 
this  legislation,  H.R.  6041.  I  am  es- 
pecially glad  that  this  measure  has  sup- 
port from  such  a  broad  consensus  among 


all  the  groups  that  are  affected  by  it. 

We  have  come  a  long  ways  since  the 
original  Davis-Bacon  Act  became  law. 
That  act  provided  wage  protection  for 
workers  that  were  employed  locally  on  con- 
struction which  was  financed  with  Federal 
funds.  Congress  and  the  people  recognized 
that  principle  as  just  and  sound.  I  think 
the  record  through  the  years  confirms  the 
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wisdom  and  the  value  of  that  act. 

This  bill  basically  brings  the  law  up  to 
date.  Thirty  years  ago  fringe  benefits  were 
unknown.  Today  such  provisions  are 
standard  practice  in  most  employer-em- 
ployee relationships. 

The  new  law  sensibly  provides  that  wage 
determinations  shall,  in  addition  to  cash 
wages,  take  account  of  prevailing  benefits 
such  as  medical  and  hospital  care,  pen- 
sions and  workmen's  compensation,  unem- 
ployment insurance,  vacations,  holidays,  and 
other  such  factors. 

Our  American  prosperity  today,  we  are 
glad  to  say,  is  unparalleled.  Our  prospects 
for  the  future  seem  to  us  to  have  never  been 
brighter.  So  it  is  very  reassuring  to  me  to 
know  that  the  great  majority  of  Americans 
want  to  keep  moving  forward,  not  back- 
ward. Few  want  to  reopen  the  old  and  the 
settled  debates.  Few  want  to  stir  up  the 
old  divisions  and  suspicions  of  class.  We 
don't  want  to  set  labor  and  management 
at  bitter  odds  with  one  another.  We  don't 
want  to  have  Government  take  over  every- 
thing or  ignore  everything. 

I  believe  that  all  of  us  want  to  clear  off 


our  agenda,  put  the  past  behind  us,  and  get 
on  with  building  a  better  America. 

I  know  that  this  is  a  glad  day  for  a  great 
leader  of  American  labor,  Mr.  George 
Meany,  and  Mr.  Haggerty,  of  the  Building 
Trades  group,  that  this  legislation  affects 
so  vitally.  I  am  happy  that  Senator  Mc- 
Namara,  Senator  Morse,  Senator  Kuchel, 
members  of  both  parties.  Congressman 
Roosevelt  and  members  of  both  parties  of 
the  House,  are  here  to  show  that  this  is  an 
American  measure  and  not  just  a  party 
measure. 

I  am  gratified  to  think  that  we  are  mak- 
ing progress  toward  these  goals  every  day 
by  working  together  in  unity  and  putting 
the  past  behind  us,  hoping  to  leave  this  a 
better  world  than  we  found  it. 

note:  The  President  spoke  shortly  before  noon  in 
the  Cabinet  Room  at  the  White  House.  In  his 
closing  remarks  he  referred  to  George  Meany,  Presi- 
dent, AFL-CIO,  Cornelius  J.  Haggerty,  President, 
Building  and  Construction  Trades  Department, 
AFL-CIO,  Senator  Pat  McNamara  of  Michigan, 
Senator  Wayne  Morse  of  Oregon,  Senator  Thomas 
H.  Kuchel  of  California,  and  Representative  James 
Roosevelt  of  California. 

As  enacted,  H.R.  6041  is  Public  Law  88-349 
(78   Stat.   238). 


445    Remarks  at  the  Swearing  In  of  General  Taylor  as 
Ambassador  to  Viet-Nam.    July  2,  1964 


Ladies  and  gentlemen,  General  Taylor, 
Secretary  Rus\: 

General  Taylor,  on  behalf  of  all  of  your 
countrymen,  I  want  to  congratulate  you  and 
express  a  very  deep  gratitude  for  the  example 
of  unselfish  citizenship  that  you  offer  to  the 
world  today. 

On  many  occasions  in  both  war  and  peace, 
Maxwell  Taylor  has  responded  to  his  coun- 
try's call  without  any  thought  of  self. 

Today  you  undertake  still  another  de- 
manding task.    There  are  no  illusions  about 


the  difficulty  of  the  challenge.  There  are 
likewise  no  illusions  about  the  responsibility 
or  the  importance  of  this  assignment. 

As  you  leave,  Mr.  Ambassador,  the  prayers 
and  the  hopes  of  all  the  American  people  arc 
with  you. 

We  are  fortunate  as  a  Nation  that  in  this 
post  to  the  highest  duty  one  great  American 
follows  another  great  American.  We  are 
likewise  fortunate  to  have  in  our  military 
officers  of  the  highest  rank  who  respect  with 
every  fiber  in  their  bodies  the  civilian  tradi- 
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tion  of  our  democratic  society.  And  we  are 
fortunate  that  they  are  willing  to  serve  that 
tradition  without  any  hesitation. 

Our  first  purpose,  our  constant  purpose 
in  everything  we  seek  to  do,  is  honorable 
peace.  We  stand  with  those  who  stand 
in  defense  of  their  own  freedom  and  inde- 
pendence. We  work  with  those  who  work 
in  support  of  peace  for  the  world  and  prog- 
ress under  freedom  for  human  mankind. 

I  know  that  as  our  Ambassador  to  Viet- 
Nam  you  will,  Mr.  Ambassador,  communi- 


cate to  the  Vietnamese  people  and  their 
leaders  the  resolve,  the  determination,  and 
the  continuing  support  of  the  American 
people. 

General  Taylor,  we  wish  you  Godspeed 
on  your  journey  and  in  your  service. 

note:  The  ceremony  was  held  in  the  early  after- 
noon in  the  Rose  Garden  at  the  White  House.  In 
his  opening  words  the  President  referred  to  Gen. 
Maxwell  D.  Taylor,  formerly  Chairman  of  the  Joint 
Chiefs  of  Staff,  and  Dean  Rusk,  Secretary  of  State. 
The  text  of  General  Taylor's  response  was  also 
released. 


446    Radio  and  Television  Remarks  Upon  Signing  the 
Civil  Rights  Bill.    July  2,  1964 

[  Broadcast  from  the  East  Room  at  the  White  House  at  6:45  p.m.  ] 


My  fellow  Americans: 

I  am  about  to  sign  into  law  the  Civil 
Rights  Act  of  1964.  I  want  to  take  this 
occasion  to  talk  to  you  about  what  that  law 
means  to  every  American. 

One  hundred  and  eighty-eight  years  ago 
this  week  a  small  band  of  valiant  men  began 
a  long  struggle  for  freedom.  They  pledged 
their  lives,  their  fortunes,  and  their  sacred 
honor  not  only  to  found  a  nation,  but  to 
forge  an  ideal  of  freedom — not  only  for 
political  independence,  but  for  personal 
liberty — not  only  to  eliminate  foreign  rule, 
but  to  establish  the  rule  of  justice  in  the 
affairs  of  men. 

That  struggle  was  a  turning  point  in  our 
history.  Today  in  far  corners  of  distant 
continents,  the  ideals  of  those  American 
patriots  still  shape  the  struggles  of  men  who 
hunger  for  freedom. 

This  is  a  proud  triumph.  Yet  those  who 
founded  our  country  knew  that  freedom 
would  be  secure  only  if  each  generation 
fought  to  renew  and  enlarge  its  meaning. 
From  the  minutemen  at  Concord  to  the 


soldiers  in  Viet-Nam,  each  generation  has 
been  equal  to  that  trust. 

Americans  of  every  race  and  color  have 
died  in  batde  to  protect  our  freedom. 
Americans  of  every  race  and  color  have 
worked  to  build  a  nation  of  widening  op- 
portunities. Now  our  generation  of  Amer- 
icans has  been  called  on  to  continue  the  un- 
ending search  for  justice  within  our  own 
borders. 

We  believe  that  all  men  are  created  equal. 
Yet  many  are  denied  equal  treatment. 

We  believe  that  all  men  have  certain  un- 
alienable rights.  Yet  many  Americans  do 
not  enjoy  those  rights. 

We  believe  that  all  men  are  entided  to 
the  blessings  of  liberty.  Yet  millions  are 
being  deprived  of  those  blessings — not  be- 
cause of  their  own  failures,  but  because  of 
the  color  of  their  skin. 

The  reasons  are  deeply  imbedded  in  his- 
tory and  tradition  and  the  nature  of  man. 
We  can  understand — without  rancor  or 
hatred — how  this  all  happened. 

But  it  cannot  continue.    Our  Constitu- 
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tion,  the  foundation  of  our  Republic,  forbids 
it.  The  principles  of  our  freedom  forbid  it. 
Morality  forbids  it.  And  the  law  I  will  sign 
tonight  forbids  it. 

That  law  is  the  product  of  months  of  the 
most  careful  debate  and  discussion.  It  was 
proposed  more  than  one  year  ago  by  our  late 
and  beloved  President  John  F.  Kennedy. 
It  received  the  bipartisan  support  of  more 
than  two-thirds  of  the  Members  of  both  the 
House  and  the  Senate.  An  overwhelming 
majority  of  Republicans  as  well  as  Demo- 
crats voted  for  it. 

It  has  received  the  thoughtful  support  of 
tens  of  thousands  of  civic  and  religious 
leaders  in  all  parts  of  this  Nation.  And  it  is 
supported  by  the  great  majority  of  the  Amer- 
ican people. 

The  purpose  of  the  law  is  simple. 

It  does  not  restrict  the  freedom  of  any 
American,  so  long  as  he  respects  the  rights 
of  others. 

It  does  not  give  special  treatment  to  any 
citizen. 

It  does  say  the  only  limit  to  a  man's  hope 
for  happiness,  and  for  the  future  of  his  chil- 
dren, shall  be  his  own  ability. 

It  does  say  that  there  are  those  who  are 
equal  before  God  shall  now  also  be  equal  in 
the  polling  booths,  in  the  classrooms,  in  the 
factories,  and  in  hotels,  restaurants,  movie 
theaters,  and  other  places  that  provide  service 
to  the  public. 

I  am  taking  steps  to  implement  the  law 
under  my  constitutional  obligation  to  "take 
care  that  the  laws  are  faithfully  executed.'* 

First,  I  will  send  to  the  Senate  my  nomina- 
tion of  LeRoy  Collins  to  be  Director  of  the 
Community  Relations  Service.  Governor 
Collins  will  bring  the  experience  of  a  long 
career  of  distinguished  public  service  to  the 
task  of  helping  communities  solve  problems 
of  human  relations  through  reason  and 
commonsense. 


Second,  I  shall  appoint  an  advisory  com- 
mittee of  distinguished  Americans  to  assist 
Governor  Collins  in  his  assignment. 

Third,  I  am  sending  Congress  a  request 
for  supplemental  appropriations  to  pay  for 
necessary  costs  of  implementing  the  law, 
and  asking  for  immediate  action. 

Fourth,  already  today  in  a  meeting  of  my 
Cabinet  this  afternoon  I  directed  the  agen- 
cies of  this  Government  to  fully  discharge 
the  new  responsibilities  imposed  upon  them 
by  the  law  and  to  do  it  without  delay,  and 
to  keep  me  personally  informed  of  their 
progress. 

Fifth,  I  am  asking  appropriate  officials  to 
meet  with  representative  groups  to  promote 
greater  understanding  of  the  law  and  to 
achieve  a  spirit  of  compliance. 

We  must  not  approach  the  observance 
and  enforcement  of  this  law  in  a  vengeful 
spirit.  Its  purpose  is  not  to  punish.  Its 
purpose  is  not  to  divide,  but  to  end  divi- 
sions— divisions  which  have  all  lasted  too 
long.    Its  purpose  is  national,  not  regional. 

Its  purpose  is  to  promote  a  more  abiding 
commitment  to  freedom,  a  more  constant 
pursuit  of  justice,  and  a  deeper  respect  for 
human  dignity. 

We  will  achieve  these  goals  because  most 
Americans  are  law-abiding  citizens  who 
want  to  do  what  is  right. 

This  is  why  the  Civil  Rights  Act  relies 
first  on  voluntary  compliance,  then  on  the 
efforts  of  local  communities  and  States  to 
secure  the  rights  of  citizens.  It  provides 
for  the  national  authority  to  step  in  only 
when  others  cannot  or  will  not  do  the  job. 

This  Civil  Rights  Act  is  a  challenge  to 
all  of  us  to  go  to  work  in  our  communities 
and  our  States,  in  our  homes  and  in  our 
hearts,  to  eliminate  the  last  vestiges  of  in- 
justice in  our  beloved  country. 

So  tonight  I  urge  every  public  official, 
every  religious  leader,  every  business  and 
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professional  man,  every  workingman,  every 
housewife — I  urge  every  American — to  join 
in  this  effort  to  bring  justice  and  hope  to  all 
our  people — and  to  bring  peace  to  our  land. 

My  fellov^  citizens,  w^e  have  come  now  to  a 
time  of  testing.    We  must  not  fail. 

Let  us  close  the  springs  of  racial  poison. 
Let  us  pray  for  wise  and  understanding 
hearts.     Let  us  lay  aside  irrelevant  differ- 


ences and  make  our  Nation  whole.  Let  us 
hasten  that  day  when  our  unmeasured 
strength  and  our  unbounded  spirit  will  be 
free  to  do  the  great  works  ordained  for  this 
Nation  by  the  just  and  wise  God  who  is  the 
Father  of  us  all. 

Thank  you  and  good  night. 

note:  The  Civil  Rights  Act  of  1964  is  Public  Law 
88-352   (78  Stat.  241). 


447    Statement  by  the  President  Upon  Making  Public  the  Names  of 
the  1964  Recipients  of  the  Presidential  Medal  of  Freedom. 
]uly  4,  1964 


THESE  individuals  add  distinction  to  this 
high  award.  Each  person  we  honor  has 
previously  honored  his  fellow  man  by  set- 
ting for  himself  a  standard  of  excellence  only 
he  was  able  to  achieve. 

Collectively,  they  have  made  man's  world 
safe,  his  physical  body  more  durable,  his 
mind  broader,  his  leisure  more  delightful, 
his  standard  of  living  higher,  and  his  dignity 
important. 

They  are  creators;  we  are  the  beneficiaries. 

note:  The  statement  is  part  of  a  White  House  re- 
lease  announcing   the   President's   selection   of   the 


1964  recipients  of  the  Presidential  Medal  of  Free- 
dom, the  highest  civil  honor  the  President  of  the 
United  States  can  bestow.  For  the  names  of  the 
recipients  and  for  the  President's  remarks  upon 
presenting  the  awards,  see  Item  568. 

The  Presidential  Medal  of  Freedom  was  estab- 
lished by  President  Kennedy  on  February  22,  1963 
(Executive  Order  11085,  28  F.R.  1759;  3  CFR, 
1959-1963  Comp.,  p.  719.  See  also  "Public  Papers 
of  the  Presidents,  John  F.  Kennedy  1963,"  Item 
76).  The  awards  are  given  for  "exceptionally 
meritorious  contributions  to  the  security  or  national 
interest  of  the  United  States,  to  world  peace,  or  to 
cultural  or  other  significant  public  or  private 
endeavors."  The  1963  awards  were  presented  by 
President  Johnson  on  December  6,  1963  (see  Item 
27,   above). 


448    Remarks  to  the  Members  of  the  President's  Committee  on 
Equal  Employment  Opportunity  Upon  Receiving 
Their  Report.    ]uly  7,  1964 


Secretary  Wirtz,  Mr.  Taylor,  members  of 
the  Committee,  ladies  and  gentlemen: 

This  is  a  doubly  gratifying  privilege  for 
me.  I  am  satisfied  that  this  is  a  report  of 
success,  a  report  of  steady  and  substantial 
success  in  a  most  challenging  field. 

I  am  gratified  personally  that  I  had  the 
privilege  of  w^orking  w^ith  you  as  your 
Chairman   during   a    part    of   the    period 


covered  by  this  report  v^hen  I  v^^as  your 
Vice  President. 

In  i960,  immediately  after  the  election. 
President  Kennedy  asked  me  to  devote  some 
time  to  this  v^ork  and  no  assignment  that 
I  received  from  him  was  ever  closer  to  my 
heart  or  my  interests. 

The  ideal  of  equal  opportunity,  I  believe, 
is  the  bedrock  ideal  of  our  society  and  of  our 
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system.  I  am  grateful  for  the  opportunity 
I  had  to  work  for  that  ideal's  greater 
realization. 

There  have  been  other  Presidential  com- 
mittees that  have  operated  in  this  field  from 
time  to  time.  I  believe  it  is  fair  and,  I  hope, 
objective  to  say  that  no  committee  has  ever 
v^ritten  anything  like  the  substantial  record 
that  you  have  written  that  is  incorporated 
in  these  pages. 

Since  March  of  1961,  v^hen  you  w^ere 
formally  organized,  your  activities  have 
helped  unite  in  this  country  management 
and  labor,  church  and  school,  organizations 
and  individuals,  and  they  have  commonly 
supported  national  ideals  and  national  goals. 

I  believe  the  work  of  this  Committee  has 
done  much  to  lay  the  groundwork  for  the 
responsible  and,  I  believe,  peaceful  accept- 
ance of  the  Civil  Rights  Act  of  1964. 

I  have  been  especially  pleased  with  the 
many  leaders  from  business  and  labor  in  our 
communities  who  have  been  working  with 
this  Committee's  program  who  have  come 
forward  and  offered  their  valuable  leader- 
ship in  response  to  this  new  law  of  the  land. 
I  have  been  hearing  from  them  from  all  parts 
of  the  Nation  in  the  last  few  hours.  Our 
Nation's  progress  and  the  progress  of  all 
humankind  toward  equality  of  rights  and 
toward  opportunity  is  a  steady  climb  and 
not  just  a  big,  quick  leap. 

The  challenge  continues,  the  need  for 
patience  and  perseverance  continues,  the 
need  for  responsible  leadership  from  respon- 
sible citizens  continues,  and  we  must  be 
grateful  and  glad  that  we  are  moving  for- 
ward and  that  we  have  the  unified  leadership 
of  all  sectors  of  our  national  life. 

You  members  of  this  Committee  have  set 
a  notable  example  for  others  to  follow.  You 
have  made  it  clear  that  we  are  not  working 
in  any  one  region  or  in  any  one  industry 


or  to  benefit  any  one  group  of  Americans 
alone.  This  is  a  national  program  to  the 
benefit  of  all  the  people.  This  shall  con- 
tinue to  be  the  guiding  star  and  the  prevail- 
ing standard  in  all  the  work  that  we  do  to 
expand  the  horizons  of  every  American  re- 
gardless of  race  or  religion  or  region. 

We  started  on  a  very  modest  basis.  We 
had  a  few  individuals  get  together  and  out- 
line a  plan  that  would  bring  equality  in 
employment.  That  plan  has  now  grown  to 
where  it  covers  companies  that  employ  more 
than  7  million  people.  The  President's 
Committee  on  Equal  Employment  Oppor- 
tunity is  known  to  most  of  the  leaders  of 
industry  and  leaders  of  labor  in  this  country, 
and  to  the  church  and  educational  leaders 
in  this  country. 

This  Committee,  wherever  it  is  known, 
has  been  accepted  and  has  been  rewarded 
with  the  support  of  our  people.  Your  serv- 
ice has  been  a  great  contribution,  and  I  have 
not  the  slightest  doubt  that  we  would  not  be 
where  we  are  today  except  for  the  leadership 
that  you  have  given. 

To  those  of  you  who  are  in  public  service, 
you  can  take  real  pride  in  pointing  to  the 
achievements  of  your  Government. 

To  those  of  you  who  are  in  private  life, 
you  see  a  law  that  has  been  passed  by  more 
than  two-thirds  of  the  Congress  and  is  now 
being  accepted  in  every  State  of  the  Union. 
That  is  the  most  comprehensive  set  of  guide- 
lines for  the  preservation  of  human  rights 
and  for  the  protection  of  individual  freedom 
that  has  been  written  in  this  country  in  the 
last  century. 

So,  you  must  be  proud  of  the  part  that  you 
have  played  in  that  achievement. 

We  are  just  beginning.  The  people  of  this 
country  have  a  long,  hard  road  to  travel 
before  we  will  have  achieved  all  of  our  ob- 
jectives.    But  if  we  make  progress  in  the 
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next  year  as  we  have  made  in  the  last  year, 
if  we  move  forward  in  the  next  4  years  as 
we  have  moved  in  the  last  4  years,  we  will 
see  a  new  nation,  a  better  nation  and  a 
stronger  nation — a  land  in  which  all  of  us 
can  take  increased  pride. 

Thank  you  so  much  for  your  help. 

note:  The  President  spoke  shortly  after  noon  in  the 
Rose  Garden  at  the  White  House.  His  opening 
words  referred  to  Secretary  of  Labor  W.  Willard 
Wirtz,  Vice  Chairnian  of  the  President's  Committee 
on  Equal  Employment  Opportunity,  who  presented 
the  report  to  the  President,  and  Hobart  Taylor,  Jr., 
Executive  Vice  Chairman  of  the  Committee. 

The  Committee's  "Report  to  the  President,"  cov- 


ering the  period  March  1961-November  1963,  is 
dated  November  26,  1963  (150  pp.,  Government 
Printing  Office). 

The  President's  Committee  on  Equal  Employment 
Opportunity  was  established  on  March  6,  1961,  to 
eliminate  discrimination  because  of  race,  creed, 
color,  or  national  origin  in  employment  by  the  Fed- 
eral Government,  by  government  contractors,  and  on 
federally  assisted  construction  projects  (see  Execu- 
tive Orders  10925, 11114,  3  CFR,  1 959-1 963  Comp., 
pp.  448,  774).  In  addition  the  Committee  developed 
"Plans  for  Progress,"  voluntary  agreements  covering 
manufacturers  and  other  businesses  which  do  not 
fall  within  the  scope  of  the  Executive  orders.  The 
Committee's  report  pointed  out  that  more  than  200 
corporations,  employing  more  than  7  million  persons, 
were  participating  in  these  voluntary  agreements. 


449    Telephone  Remarks  on  the  Occasion  of  the  Keel-Laying  of 
the  U.S.S.  Vallejo.    July  7,  1964 


CITIZENS  of  Vallejo,  while  I  cannot  be 
with  you,  I  am  proud  to  participate  in  this 
way  in  these  unique  and  very  historic  cere- 
monies. 

With  this  new  Polaris  submarine,  we 
honor  a  great  American  hero.  Like  so  many 
of  our  Nation's  heroes,  his  is  a  name  of 
Mexican  ancestry.  As  a  soldier  and  as  a 
statesman.  General  Vallejo  was  one  of  the 
first  of  the  long  line  of  courageous  Mexican- 
Americans  who  fought  so  bravely  for  free- 
dom and  who  worked  so  tirelessly  for  peace 
in  the  world. 

In  honoring  him,  we  honor  the  citizens  of 
your  city  which  bears  his  great  name.  For 
100  years  you  have  built  more  than  500  ves- 
sels to  fulfill  the  Mare  Island  slogan:  "Our 


sole  mission  is  to  serve  the  Fleet." 
I  am  sure  that  in  building  the  Vallejo  you 

will  surpass  all  of  your  own  past  records. 

The  mission  of  this  vessel  will  be  a  mission 

of  peace. 
We  today  live  in  peace  with  our  good 

neighbor  and  our  good  friend,  the  Republic 

of  Mexico. 

We  of  America  work  for  a  world  in  which 

all  men  of  all  lands  may  live  side  by  side 

without   fear,   without   suspicion,   without 

war.     To  that  goal  we  now  dedicate  this 

vessel. 

note:  The  President  spoke  early  in  the  evening  from 
the  Cabinet  Room  at  the  White  House  to  participants 
in  the  ceremony  at  the  Mare  Island  Naval  Shipyard 
in  California. 


450    Statement  by  the  President  on  the  Death  of 
Roy  E.  Davidson.    July  8,  1964 


I  WANT  to  express  my  deep  sorrow  at  the 
passing  of  Roy  E,  Davidson.  Last  winter, 
when  this  Nation  faced  a  critical  time  in  the 
railroad  dispute,  I  asked  Mr.  Davidson  and 


the  other  men  of  both  sides  to  help  preserve 
collective  bargaining  in  America.  He  ac- 
cepted that  challenge,  as  he  did  others  in  his 
long  and  accomplished  career.    He  was  a 
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fine  man,  a  good  citizen,  an  honest  leader  of 
men.  His  union  and  his  Nation  both  bene- 
fited from  the  achievements  of  his  Ufe. 


note:  The  statement  was  read  by  the  Press  Secretary 
to  the  President,  George  E.  Reedy,  at  his  news  con- 
ference held  at  the  White  House  at  11:16  a.m.  on 
July  8, 1964. 


451     Statement  by  the  President  on  New  York  City's  Mobilization 
for  Youth  Program.    ]uly  8,  1964 


JOBLESSNESS  among  young  men  and 
women  today  is  the  bitter  root  of  tomorrow's 
poverty.  While  unemployment  among 
young  workers  has  always  been  higher  than 
among  the  the  more  mature,  it  has  been 
worsening  in  recent  years.  Almost  i  million 
young  men  and  women  are  today  without 
work.  The  unemployment  rate  for  teenagers 
is  18  percent. 

I  am  especially  concerned  about  the  plight 
of  those  young  people  who  are  growing  into 
adulthood  in  areas  of  poverty  and  depres- 
sion. There  unemployment  is  not  just  a 
temporary  hiatus  between  school  and  work. 
It  is  too  often  the  beginning  of  an  enduring 
disqualification  from  opportunity.  It  is  a 
turning  onto  a  road  that  leads  nowhere. 
Lack  of  skill,  language  difficulty,  ignorance 
of  work  discipline,  and  poor  academic  back- 
grounds enforce  discrimination's  hand.   The 


result  is  a  generation  without  a  future. 

The  program  announced  today  is  the 
latest  and  one  of  the  most  promising  in  a 
variety  of  efforts  we  are  making  to  bring 
opportunity  to  neighborhoods  where  it  has 
long  been  absent.  The  road  before  us  is 
long,  but  it  lessens  with  each  step.  The 
Mobilization  for  Youth  program  has  my 
deep  interest  and  support. 

note:  The  statement  was  read  by  the  Press  Secretary 
to  the  President,  George  E.  Reedy,  at  his  news  con- 
ference held  at  the  White  House  at  Ii;i6  a.m.  on 
July  8, 1964. 

The  Press  Secretary  stated  that  the  program  was 
developed  to  provide  training  for  some  2,000  un- 
employed, out-of-school,  and  disadvantaged  youth 
in  New  York  City's  Lower  East  Side  area.  It  was 
to  be  financed  by  funds  from  the  Ford  Foundation 
and  from  the  Federal  Government  under  the  Man- 
power Development  and  Training  Act,  and  to  be 
operated  by  Mobilization  For  Youth,  a  nonprofit 
organization  formed  in  1962  to  combat  delinquency 
and  youth  unemployment. 


452    Remarks  at  a  Meeting  With  United  States  Attorneys. 
]uly  85  1964 


Mr.  Attorney  General  and  Mrs,  Kennedy, 
ladies  and  gentlemen: 

With  your  wives  and  children  here  this 
morning  this  almost  has  the  appearance  of 
another  White  House  press  conference.  As 
for  those  of  you  who  left  your  families  at 
home,  maybe  you  can  get  a  good  lawyer 
to  defend  you  when  you  return. 

We  are  very  proud  and  very  glad  to  have 
you,  and  I  am  gready  honored  to  welcome 
you  here  to  your  house. 


Someone  once  said  that  lawyers  are  like 
bread — they  are  best  when  they  are  young 
and  fresh.  I  know  that  this  country  is  very 
fortunate  to  have  so  many  unusually  able 
young  lawyers  giving  their  fresh  talents  and 
their  energies  to  the  cause  of  justice  in  this 
country  today. 

At  the  same  time,  I  know  that  you  are 
fortunate,  too. 

You  are  serving  in  an  unusually  creative, 
landmark  era.     Our  society's  concepts  of 
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justice  are  undergoing  a  historic  advance 
and  substantial  enlargement.  Your  own 
contributions  in  this  field  are  both  signifi- 
cant and  substantial. 

Many  trends  of  these  times  seem  to  be  sub- 
merging the  identity  and  the  dignity  of  the 
individual.  On  the  one  hand,  the  trend  in 
our  laws,  in  our  courts,  and  in  the  adminis- 
tration of  justice  is  to  serve  and  to  save  that 
identity  and  dignity. 

We  welcome  that  trend.  I  applaud  the 
courage  of  those  who  are  helping  to  help 
make  and  break  new  ground  in  this  regard. 

In  the  courtrooms  of  the  United  States, 
you  represent  no  individual  but  you  repre- 
sent the  Government  of  your  country.  Yet, 
in  the  strictest  sense,  you  are  not  the  Gov- 
ernment's attorneys  but  you  are  always  the 
peoples'  advocates.  That  is  why  your  serv- 
ice is  so  vital  and  so  decisive  to  the  quality 
of  freedom  our  people  are  to  enjoy  in  the 
years  that  are  ahead  of  us. 

In  your  conferences  here  in  Washington,  I 
know  you  are  discussing  and  considering 
many  matters  of  immediate  concern  to  your 
official  responsibilities.  If  I  may,  I  would 
like  to  express  this  morning  some  personal 
thoughts  to  you  in  regard  to  how  I  feel  about 
your  leadership. 

First,  I  hope  that  both  as  public  officials 
and  as  private  citizens  you  will  be  restless 
champions  of  the  cause  of  equal  justice  for 
the  poor  as  well  as  for  the  rich.  Our  out- 
standing Attorney  General,  Mr.  Robert 
Kennedy,  has  performed  a  most  remarkable 
service  for  our  Nation  in  awakening  our 
national  conscience  in  this  regard.  No  one 
knows  better  than  you  the  disadvantage  of 
the  underprivileged  in  our  courtrooms.  So 
I  hope  that  you  will  join  the  Attorney  Gen- 
eral and  give  all  of  us  your  strong  support 
in  helping  to  overcome  this  outstanding 
inequity. 


Second,  I  want  you  to  know  that  we  look 
to  you  to  be  leaders  outside,  as  well  as  in- 
side, the  courtroom  in  helping  to  achieve 
the  full  value  and  the  full  meaning  of  the 
new  Civil  Rights  Act  passed  by  more  than 
two-thirds  of  the  votes  of  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States  and  signed  by  the  Presi- 
dent. 

In  our  times  there  has  been  no  greater 
challenge  to  responsible,  articulate  citizens 
than  to  make  this  law  the  landmark  of 
human  justice  that  it  deserves  to  be.  The 
task  cannot  be  discharged  perfunctorily,  and 
certainly  it  cannot  be  discharged  in  any 
punitive  spirit.  All  of  you  have  a  great  op- 
portunity as  Americans  as  well  as  United 
States  Attorneys  to  participate  in  this  new 
undertaking. 

Third,  I  would  like  to  say  to  you  this 
morning— at  least  express  the  hope — that  as 
you  are  steadfast  in  the  defense  of  civil 
rights  that  you  will  be  equally  steadfast  in 
defense  of  civil  liberties.  We  do  not  seek 
and  we  do  not  want — and  the  conscience  of 
the  American  people  will  never  tolerate — a 
concept  of  justice  which  seeks  convictions  at 
the  expense  of  human  decency  and  at  the 
expense  of  liberty  and  at  the  expense  of 
privacy.  The  American  system  of  justice 
can  never  serve  a  free  state  by  borrowing 
from  the  techniques  of  the  totalitarian  state. 

These  are  three  points  that  I  would  like 
to  leave  with  you  as  a  result  of  our  brief 
meeting  here. 

There  is  much  more  that  I  would  like  to 
take  the  time  to  say  to  you,  but  I  was  once 
told  by  an  old  lawyer  friend  of  mine  that 
two  thousand  years  ago  Plato  said  that  a 
lawyer  is  always  in  a  hurry,  so  I  think  I  will 
just  say  we  are  pleased  to  have  you  here;  we 
are  proud  of  your  achievements.  In  the 
long  period  of  Government  service  that  it 
has  been  my  opportunity  to  participate  in,  I 
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have  never  knov^n  a  time  v^hen  I  thought 
we  had  more  dedicated  personnel  represent- 
ing the  interests  of  all  of  our  people  in  the 
courtrooms  than  we  have  now,  better  pre- 
pared, better  qualified,  or  better  led. 

So,  if  the  lawyer  is  always  in  a  hurry,  I 
will  let  you  hurry  on  with  your  remaining 


schedule,  and  I  thank  you  very  much  for 
coming  here. 

note:  The  President  spoke  in  the  East  Room  at  the 
White  House  to  a  group  of  U.S.  Attorneys  and 
their  famihes,  in  Washington  for  an  annual  meet- 
ing, and  officials  of  the  Department  of  Justice. 
His  opening  words  referred  to  Attorney  General 
and  Mrs.  Robert  F.  Kennedy.  The  Attorney  Gen- 
eral introduced  the  President  to  the  group. 


453    Remarks  Upon  Signing  the  Urban  Mass 
Transportation  Act.    July  9,  1964 


Ladies  and  gentlemen: 

I  am  very  pleased  to  be  able  to  sign  today 
the  Urban  Mass  Transportation  Act  of  1964. 

This  is  by  any  standard  one  of  the  most 
profoundly  significant  domestic  measures  to 
be  enacted  by  the  Congress  during  the 
1960's. 

I  very  especially  want  to  congratulate  all 
of  you  w^ho  have  done  so  much  to  assure  the 
passage  of  this  long-needed,  long-awaited, 
landmark  legislation. 

Our  Constitution  empowered  Congress  to 
provide  for  post  roads.  Since  that  time, 
congressional  support  of  transportation  has 
been  a  major  constructive  influence  on  the 
progress  and  development  of  our  American 
society  and  our  American  economy. 

In  the  last  century,  such  support  of  trans- 
continental railroads  and  canals  and  river 
navigation  gave  immeasurable  impetus  to 
our  expansion.  Now,  in  this  century,  sound 
congressional  policies  in  support  of  both 
highways  and  airways  for  automobile  and 
airplane  travel  has  given  incalculable  mo- 
mentum to  American  progress. 

This  new  act  that  all  of  you  have  con- 
tributed to  passing  remains  faithful  to  this 
tradition  of  vision. 

Only  a  very  short  time  ago,  six  out  of  ten 
Americans  lived  in  rural  areas — six  out  of 
ten  Americans  in  rural  areas.    As  we  meet 


here  today,  seven  out  of  ten  live  in  urban 
areas.  The  change  has  come  rapidly  and  has 
come  dramatically,  and  today  urban  con- 
gestion is  an  unpleasant  fact  of  everyday  life 
for  too  many  millions  of  Americans. 

All  of  us  recognize  that  the  curses  of  con- 
gestion in  commuting  cannot  be  wiped  away 
with  the  single  stroke  of  a  pen,  or  50  pens 
that  we  have  here.  But  we  do  know  that 
this  legislation  that  we  are  coming  to  grips 
with  faces  the  realities  of  American  life  and 
attempts  to  put  in  motion  a  movement  to  do 
something  about  it. 

It  is  symbolic  of  the  challenge  facing  us 
that  most  Americans  today  travel  to  and 
from  work  over  city  street  patterns  that  were 
originally  laid  out  by  the  horses  which  pulled 
our  grandfathers'  carriages. 

We  face  a  great  task,  publicly  and  pri- 
vately, of  catching  up  with  our  full  potential 
and  making  life  as  good  as  it  can  be  and 
making  life  as  good  as  it  should  be  for  this 
generation  of  Americans. 

This  is  a  many  sided  challenge.  We  can- 
not and  we  do  not  rely  upon  massive  spend- 
ing programs  as  cure-alls.  We  must  instead 
look  to  closer  cooperation  among  all  levels  of 
government  and  between  both  public  and 
private  sectors  to  achieve  the  prudent  prog- 
ress that  Americans  deserve  and  that  they 
expect. 
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I  am  very  proud  this  morning  to  see  some 
of  America's  most  progressive  mayors,  who 
speak  for  large  segments  of  our  population, 
sufficiently  interested  and  determined  to  pro- 
vide vision  and  leadership  in  this  field  to 
come  from  farav^ay  to  participate  in  these 
ceremonies. 

It  is  inspiring  to  me  to  know  that  some 
of  the  ablest  chief  executives  of  some  of  our 
best  States  have  joined  those  mayors  to  come 
here  in  a  local  State-Federal  undertaking 
that  will  provide  leadership  and  provide 
vision  for  the  people  who  have  entrusted  us 
with  these  responsibilities.  I  hope  and  I 
expect  that  this  milestone  measure  will  serve 
us  as  a  beneficial  forerunner  of  many  other 
steps  forward  in  meeting  the  present  chal- 
lenges of  metropolitan  life  in  America. 

I  remember  regularly  in  the  Congress  we 
had  an  anniversary  when  we  celebrated  the 
first  signing  of  the  highway  act.  We 
brought  rural  free  delivery  to  our  people. 
I  think  in  the  years  to  come  that  you  and 
your  descendants  will  be  very  proud  that 
you  were  part  of  the  vision  that  provided 
this  legislation. 


For  the  fine  work  that  the  Congress  has 
done,  I  want  to  commend  them  all.  I 
especially  want  to  commend  Senator  Spark- 
man  and  Congressman  Rains  and  Senator 
Williams  and  Congressman  Widnall  of  New 
Jersey.  All  of  you  have  earned  the  special 
gratitude  of  your  countrymen,  especially 
those  who  live  in  urban  areas,  large  or  small, 
and  I  just  want  to  make  this  prediction  that 
when  we  sign  this  act  today  we  will  be 
taking  one  step — but  only  one  of  several — 
that  this  administration  is  prepared  to  take 
in  the  days  ahead  to  face  up  to  the  problems 
of  the  urban  areas  of  this  country.  We  are 
determined  that  we  will  provide  the  vision 
and  the  leadership  necessary  and  that  they 
will  no  longer  be  a  stepchild  and  be  ne- 
glected by  their  Government  in  Washington. 

Thank  you  for  coming,  and  I  hope  we 
have  enough  pens  here  to  serve  you  all. 

note:  The  President  spoke  shortly  before  noon  in 
the  Cabinet  Room  at  the  White  House.  In  his 
closing  remarks  he  referred  to  Senators  John  Spark- 
man  of  Alabama  and  Harrison  A.  Williams,  Jr.,  of 
New  Jersey,  and  to  Representatives  Albert  Rains  of 
Alabama  and  William  B.  Widnall  of  New  Jersey. 
The  Urban  Mass  Transportation  Act  of  1964  is 
Public  Law  88-365  (78  Stat.  302). 


454    Remarks  Upon  Presenting  the  Distinguished  Service 
Medal  to  Admiral  Felt.    ]uly  lo,  1964 


Secretary  McNamara,  Admiral  Felt,  ladies 
and  gentlemen: 

We  have  come  here  this  morning  to  pay 
honor  to  an  outstanding  officer  and  his  out- 
standing career  of  honorable  and  faithful 
service  to  our  country  and  to  the  cause  of 
freedom  in  the  world. 

A  few  months  after  the  end  of  the  First 
World  War  the  United  States  Naval 
Academy  enrolled  Midshipman  Harry  D. 
Felt.  From  that  day  in  1919  to  this  day  in 
1964,  he  has  given  44  years  of  his  life  to  the 


service  of  this  Nation.  I  know  of  no  way 
in  which  such  devotion  and  such  dedication 
could  ever  be  rewarded  fully  or  honored 
adequately,  but  I  am  sure  that  the  personal 
knowledge  of  what  he  has  done  to  make  our 
freedom  more  secure  is  reward  enough  for 
Admiral  Felt. 

In  many  respects  this  long  career  of  serv- 
ice around  the  world  symbolizes  the  role 
of  our  Nation  during  this  century.  Over 
the  span  of  nearly  5  decades,  we  have  asked 
our  sons  and  all  our  people  to  bear  burdens 
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which  citizens  of  no  other  nation  have  ever 
borne.  We  have  v^aved  no  flag  of  conquest. 
We  have  shouted  no  cries  of  national  pride. 
But  we  have  mustered  great  armies  and  we 
have  floated  great  fleets  and  we  have  rallied 
our  great  resources  to  defend  human  free- 
dom and  world  peace. 

In  all  the  history  of  humankind  no  other 
peoples  have  ever  sought  to  exercise  such 
an  influence  for  responsibility  among 
nations. 

As  this  distinguished  officer  can  be  proud 
of  the  individual  contribution  that  he  has 
made,  all  of  the  American  people  can  to- 
gether be  proud  of  the  contribution  that 
they  and  their  Nation  have  made  in  the 
affairs  of  men.  This  great  effort  has  not 
been  for  naught.  We  have  not  in  50  years 
changed  the  ways  of  the  world  for  the  last 
5,000  years.  But  we  have  sown  the  seeds 
of  decency,  and  I  believe  that  we  shall  reap 
a  harvest  of  victory  if  we  continue  on  our 
course  of  preparedness  and  prudence  and 
firm  purpose. 

The  world  in  which  Admiral  Felt  retires 
from  active  duty  is  much  smaller  than  the 
world  in  which  his  duty  and  our  destiny 
began,  but  the  cause  which  we  uphold  is  a 
much  larger  cause  now  for  independent, 
freedom-loving  men  and  women  on  every 
continent  today.    They  stand  with  us,  and 


our  cause  is  the  cause  of  free  men  every- 
where. In  the  support  of  that  cause, 
Admiral  Felt  has  won  the  admiration  and 
the  respect  of  men  from  many  free  nations 
on  both  sides  of  the  globe.  For  the  past 
6  years  he  has  borne  the  responsibility  for 
the  largest  joint  military  command  in  the 
world,  acting  as  our  Commander  in  Chief 
for  the  Pacific. 

As  your  colleagues  in  uniform  know,  and 
as  your  country  knows.  Admiral  Felt,  you 
have  met  the  challenges  of  this  duty  skill- 
fully, prudently,  and  with  a  telling  effect. 
You  have  been  a  lifelong  credit  to  the  tradi- 
tions of  your  service  and  to  the  traditions  of 
our  country. 

It  is  my  privilege  now,  and  a  very  great 
honor  for  me,  on  behalf  of  the  Government 
and  the  people  of  the  United  States  to  add 
another  honor  to  the  many  that  you  have 
received  already  in  war  and  in  peace — the 
Distinguished  Service  Medal. 

I  have  asked  Secretary  McNamara  to  be 
present  this  morning  and  to  read  this 
citation. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  10:55  a.,m.  in  the 
Cabinet  Room  at  the  White  House.  Following  the 
reading  o£  the  citation  by  Secretary  of  Defense 
Robert  S.  McNamara,  Admiral  Felt  responded 
briefly.  The  text  of  his  remarks  was  also  released. 
Admiral  Felt  served  as  Commander  in  Chief, 
Pacific,  from  July  31,  1958,  to  June  30,  1964. 


455    The  President's  News  Conference  of 
July  10,  1964 


THE  PRESIDENT.  I  have  some  announcements 
and  some  appointments  to  make  and  then 
I  would  be  glad,  if  you  desire,  to  follow  up 
with  any  questions,  to  attempt  to  answer 
them. 

[i.]  With  the  passage  of  the  foreign  as- 
sistance appropriation  bill  on  July  i,  the 
House  of  Representatives  completed  its  work 


on  the  regular  1965  appropriation  bills — all 
of  them.  I  want  to  express  my  appreciation 
and  that  of  the  Nation  for  the  efficiency  and 
the  speed  with  which  the  House  acted  upon 
the  1965  budget.  Not  in  4  years  has  the 
House  completed  its  work  on  the  regular 
money  bills  as  early  as  the  first  day  of  the 
new  fiscal  year. 
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We  owe  a  special  debt  of  gratitude  to  the 
Members  of  the  House  Appropriations 
Committee,  who  labored  long  hours  to  meet 
a  tight  schedule,  and  to  the  two  forceful  and 
effective  leaders  of  the  Committee,  the  late 
Congressman  Cannon,  and  his  distinguished 
successor.  Congressman  Mahon. 

The  scorecard  of  House  action  on  the 
regular  1965  money  bills  shows  a  total  re- 
duction from  the  budget  request  of  3  per- 
cent, as  compared  with  a  reduction  of  7.4 
percent  last  year.  The  size  of  the  House 
reductions,  less  than  half  as  deep  as  last  year, 
is  welcome  confirmation  of  our  belief  back  in 
January  that  we  were  submitting  a  budget 
that  would  be  hard  to  cut. 

When  Congress  completes  its  action  on 
the  budget,  we  are  going  to  look  upon  the 
appropriations  as  a  ceiling — not  as  a  man- 
date to  spend.  Wherever  we  can  get  by 
with  less  money  than  Congress  has  given  us, 
we  are  going  to  do  just  that.  The  money 
we  save  through  our  drive  to  improve  man- 
agement and  to  cut  costs  we  will  return  to 
the  Treasury  next  June. 

Within  a  week  or,  I  hope,  at  most  10  days, 
I  want  to  announce  the  final  figures  for  the 
fiscal  year  which  ended  June  30.  Some 
early  and  incomplete  reports  on  expendi- 
tures, the  deficit,  and  Government  employ- 
ment lead  me  to  hope  that  I  will  have  some 
good  news  for  you  at  that  time. 

[2.]  I  have  a  brief  statement  on  the  mid- 
year review  of  the  economy  that  has  been 
given — gone  over  with  the  Council  of  Eco- 
nomic Advisers  yesterday. 

At  midyear  we  have  all  seen  many  glow- 
ing reports  on  our  recent  economic  advances 
in  employment,  sales,  profits,  and  income. 
In  this  midyear  review,  let  us  look  at  these 
advances  in  human  terms.  What  do  they 
mean  to  people?  You  will  have  a  copy  of 
this  available  to  you  if  you  care  to  use  it 
when  you  leave. 


First,  more  jobs.  Today,  1,200,000  more 
people  have  jobs  than  6  months  ago;  1,600,- 
000  more  people  are  at  work  than  a  year  ago. 

Two,  higher  wages.  Average  weekly 
earnings  in  manufacturing  hit  a  new  high 
of  $103  in  May,  $3.74  more  than  a  year 
earlier. 

Higher  profits.  Great  gains  in  profits  are 
being  translated  into  rising  investments  and 
new  highs  in  the  Dow-Jones  average  of  stock 
prices.  The  Dow-Jones  average  of  stock 
prices  were  around  700  when  we  came  in  on 
November  22d;  they  are  now  840-plus. 

Rising  dividends  for  the  country's  nearly 
20  million  stockholders.  These  dividends 
are  1 1  percent  higher  in  May  than  they  were 
last  year,  a  year  earlier. 

Bigger  incomes.  The  tax  cut  and  pros- 
perity are  boosting  incomes  to  new  peaks. 
The  estimated  after-tax  incomes  of  the 
American  people  in  the  second  quarter  of 
this  year,  which  has  just  ended,  were  run- 
ning at  a  rate  of  about  $19  billion  above  the 
fourth  quarter  of  last  year — and  I30  billion 
above  a  year  earlier. 

This  is  a  very  important  fact  for  all  of  us, 
and  one  that  we  can  take  great  pleasure  in 
observing.  The  average  American  family  of 
four  has  gained  about  $500  of  annual  in- 
come after  taxes  in  the  past  year,  a  rate  of 
advance  matched  only  once  before  in  Amer- 
ica's peacetime  history,  in  1948.  A  family 
of  four  gained  about  $500  of  annual  income 
after  taxes  in  the  past  year. 

Stable  prices.  These  gains  were  not  eaten 
away  by  inflation.  The  wholesale  price  level 
is  right  where  it  was  a  year  ago,  and  3  years 
ago,  and  it  is  lower  than  6  years  ago,  which 
is  quite  a  remarkable  record.  Consumer 
prices  in  May  were  only  two-tenths  of  i  per- 
cent above  December  and  i  ^/4  percent  above 
a  year  earlier. 

A  special  news  note  on  retail  sales  in  June. 
The  advance  report  on  the  whole  month. 
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seasonally  corrected:  Sales  maintained  the 
strong  May  rate,  despite  a  few  apparently 
slower  weeks,  and  were  6.2  percent  above 
last  June.  Retail  sales  in  the  week  ending 
July  4  spurted  up  11  percent  above  the  com- 
parative week  a  year  earlier. 

Now,  looking  ahead.  We  look  for  con- 
tinued strong  gains  in  the  second  half  of  the 
year  as  the  benefits  of  the  tax  cut  flow 
through  the  economy.  This  is  partly  based 
on  surveys  of  1964  business  capital  spending 
plans  which  now  show  a  rise  of  nearly  $5 
billion,  or  12  percent  above  1963.  Consumer 
spending  surveys  show  buying  intentions 
near  a  record  high. 

Even  more  impressive  is  the  calm  con- 
fidence that  we  find  in  the  consuming  public 
and  in  the  business  community.  People 
know  that  times  are  good  and  that  they  are 
getting  better,  and  they  are  responding  by 
consuming  wisely,  investing  soundly,  and 
showing  restraint  in  price  and  wage  policies. 
There  is  a  growing  response  to  the  challenge 
of  cooperation  and  respect  for  the  public 
interest  on  the  part  of  business  in  setting 
prices,  and  unions  in  pursuing  wage  in- 
creases, and  workers  and  managers  in  find- 
ing ways  to  raise  efficiency  and  to  cut  costs. 

In  that  spirit,  the  economic  horizon  will 
be  bright  not  only  in  1964,  but  I  am  in- 
formed by  the  Council  of  Economic  Ad- 
visers, as  far  as  the  trained  eye  can  see,  into 
1965. 

[3.]  I  have  a  brief  statement  on  the  auto 
negotiations.  The  auto  industry  is  one  of 
the  Nation's  largest  industries  and  plays  a 
significant  role  in  our  national  economy. 
The  importance  of  the  current  auto  negotia- 
tions is  obvious.  The  results  of  this  collec- 
tive bargaining  will  have  a  profound  impact 
upon  our  future  price  stability  and,  there- 
fore, on  our  economic  prospects  at  home  and 
abroad. 


The  negotiators  in  autos  on  both  sides  are 
experienced  and  responsible  men.  They  do 
not  want  governmental  intervention  in  these 
negotiations — nor  do  I.  We  are  of  one 
mind,  that  the  collective  bargaining  process 
should  be  conducted  and  completed  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  pattern  of  free  collective 
bargaining  that  we  are  determined  to  main- 
tain in  this  country. 

I  am  confident  that  the  parties  to  the  auto 
negotiations  by  free,  private  collective  bar- 
gaining will  work  out  a  responsible  settle- 
ment consistent  with  both  their  private  needs 
and  their  public  responsibilities,  a  settlement 
which  will  reinforce  and  extend  the  excellent 
noninflationary  record  which  has  character- 
ized our  vigorous  economic  expansion. 

[4.]  Mr.  Bertrand  Harding  is  being  ap- 
pointed today  as  Acting  Commissioner  of 
the  Internal  Revenue  Service. 

Q.  What  is  his  name  again,  sir? 

THE  PRESIDENT.  Bertrand  Harding  is  be- 
ing appointed  today  as  Acting  Commis- 
sioner of  the  Internal  Revenue  Service.  Mr. 
Harding  is  a  23-year  veteran  of  the  Federal 
service  and  a  recipient  in  1962  of  the  Na- 
tional Civil  Service  League's  award  for  top 
career  achievement.  I  am  completely  confi- 
dent that  Mr.  Harding  will  carry  on  in  an 
efficient  and  fair  manner  the  work  of  the 
Internal  Revenue  Service. 

[5.]  I  have  today  designated  Mr. 
Michael  Forrestal  to  replace  Mr.  William 
Sullivan  as  chairman  of  the  interdepart- 
mental committee  which  supports  the  U.S. 
country  team  in  Viet-Nam.  Mr.  Forrestal, 
the  son  of  the  late  Secretary  of  Defense,  Mr. 
James  Forrestal,  will  work  under  the  super- 
vision of  Secretary  Rusk.  As  you  know, 
Mr.  Forrestal  has  been  associated  with  the 
stafi  of  the  Security  Council  here  in  the 
White  House.  This  is  a  further  step  in  the 
series   of   appointments   which   have   been 
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made  in  support  of  Ambassador  Taylor.^ 

[6.]  I  intend  to  appoint  Mr.  Lucius  D. 
Battle,  the  Assistant  Secretary  of  State  for 
Educational  and  Cultural  Affairs  and  a 
career  Foreign  Service  officer,  as  U.S.  Am- 
bassador to  the  United  Arab  Republic.  He 
will  succeed  Mr.  John  S.  Badeau,  who  is  as- 
suming a  position  at  Columbia  University. 
The  background  biographical  sketch  will  be 
available  to  you  in  the  press  office. 

[7.]  I  am  announcing  today  two  addi- 
tional members  of  the  National  Food 
Marketing  Commission:  Mr.  Albert  K. 
Mitchell,  a  distinguished  businessman,  and 
expert  in  certain  aspects  of  food  marketing; 
Mr.  Mitchell  is  Republican  National  Com- 
mitteeman from  New  Mexico.  I  am  also 
appointing  to  the  Commission  Mr.  William 
M.  Batten,  president  of  the  J.  C.  Penney 
Company.  Mr.  Batten  has  had  a  broad 
background  in  retail  trade,  and  I  am  sure 
he  will  make  a  valuable  contribution  to  the 
work  of  this  Commission.  Mr.  Batten  is  a 
Republican.  Although  the  statute  does  not 
require  membership  in  either  party,  we  are 
trying  to  make  appointments  from  both 
parties.  As  of  now  we  have  two  Democrats, 
Judge  Jones  and  former  Congressman  Mar- 
shall, who  is  a  dirt  farmer  in  Minnesota, 
and  two  Republicans,  Mr.  Mitchell  and  Mr. 
Batten. 

[8.]  I  am  also  pleased  to  announce  my 
intention  to  appoint  Mr.  Manuel  Cohen  as 
Chairman  of  the  Securities  and  Exchange 
Commission,  when  Mr.  William  Cary,  the 
present  Chairman,  leaves  that  position  late 
in  the  summer.  Mr.  Cary  plans  to  leave 
as  soon  as  we  complete  action  on  certain 
legislation.  Mr.  Cohen,  who  is  now  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Commission,  has  an  enviable  rec- 
ord in  the  securities  field  and  an  outstanding 
reputation  at  the  bar.    I  know  that  he  shares 

^Gen.  Maxwell  D.  Taylor,  Ambassador  to  Viet- 
Nam. 


completely  my  own  philosophy  of  regula- 
tion, which  is  to  be  fair  and  equitable,  ap- 
plying the  law  with  vigor  and  commonsense. 
I  look  forward  to  an  era  of  creative  leader- 
ship in  the  Securities  and  Exchange  Com- 
mission under  Mr.  Cohen. 

I  am  also  appointing  to  the  existing 
Democratic  vacancy  on  the  SEC  Mr.  Frank 
Wheat  of  California.  Mr.  Wheat  is  a  dis- 
tinguished member  of  the  California  Bar, 
chairman  of  the  Los  Angeles  Bar  Associa- 
tion's Committee  on  Corporations,  and  a 
member  of  the  American  Bar  Association's 
Committee  on  Federal  Regulation  of  Securi- 
ties. Mr.  Wheat  is  a  cum  laude  graduate 
of  the  Harvard  Law  School  and  a  graduate 
of  Pomona  College.  Mr.  Wheat  is  married 
and  has  three  children,  and  is  currently 
practicing  law  in  Los  Angeles. 

I  will  be  glad  to  answer  any  questions. 

[9.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  can  you  tell  us 
anything  about  Mr.  J.  Edgar  Hoover's  mis- 
sion to  Mississippi,  what  he  is  down  there 
for?  There  has  been  some  speculation  that 
there  might  be  a  break  in  the  making  on 
these  three  missing  civil  rights  workers,  or 
is  he  down  there  just  to  coordinate  the  over- 
all FBI  program? 

THE  PRESIDENT.  The  information  I  have 
on  Mr.  Hoover's  visit  is  that  he  has  recently 
added  additional  FBI  personnel  to  his  force 
in  Mississippi,  some  additional  50  agents. 
After  a  survey  of  the  situation  he  has  decided 
that  he  should  establish  a  headquarters  office 
in  that  State,  that  he  is  transferring  a  director 
from  out  of  State,  an  assistant  director  to  take 
charge  of  that  office,  that  they  have  made 
arrangements  for  the  new  office  to  be 
opened,  and  that  he  will  officially  open  it 
sometime  today. 

Of  course,  I  am  told  that  while  he  is  there 
he  will  confer  with  the  responsible  people 
from  his  service  who  have  been  stationed 
there  for  some  time,  and  get  a  complete  re- 
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port  and  give  any  instructions  that  he  may 
think  are  indicated  to  the  people  under  his 
jurisdiction. 

[10,]  Q.  Mr.  President,  the  Attorney 
General  said  recently  that  the  only  thing 
he  has  going  for  him  in  the  vice  presiden- 
tial nomination  is  the  fact  that  the  big  city 
bosses  in  the  North,  the  party  bosses  in  the 
North,  are  for  him.  Do  you  think  this  is  a 
factor  in  his  favor  in  getting  the  nomination? 

THE  PRESIDENT.  I  think  that  the  delegates 
to  the  convention,  after  they  nominate  the 
President,  will  act  on  the  vice  presidential 
nomination,  and  I  plan  to  make  recommen- 
dations to  them  in  that  connection,  as  is  cus- 
tomary, if  I  am  the  nominee.  At  that  time 
I  believe  the  convention  will  select  the  man 
that  is  available  who  has  the  best  qualifica- 
tions to  occupy  the  office  of  Vice  President 
and  President,  if  he  should  be  called  upon 
to  do  that. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  do  you  plan  to  see 
Mayor  Daley  of  Chicago  when  he  is  in  town 
today? 


THE  PRESIDENT. 


Yes. 


Q.  Would  you  be  discussing  this  vice 
presidential  question  with  him? 

THE  PRESIDENT.  I  have  uo  plaus  to. 

Q.  What  was  the  answer,  sir? 

THE  PRESIDENT.  I  have  uo  plaus  to. 

[11.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  do  you  plan  to 
reappoint  Mr.  Ross  to  the  Federal  Power 
Commission? 

THE  PRESIDENT.  I  am  giviug  consideration 
to  that  now.  I  have  not  made  a  decision  on 
it. 

[12.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  Mr.  Tshombe 
was  sworn  in  today  as  Premier  of  the  Congo 
with  the  pledge  that  he  would  bring  peace 
and  unity.  What,  sir,  do  you  believe  the 
prospects  are  for  that,  and  what  will  the 
United  States  do  to  help  bring  it  about? 

THE  PRESIDENT.  Everything  that  we  can. 
We  are  very  anxious  to  make  a  contribution 


in  the  direction  of  peace  whenever  and 
wherever  possible.  Where  we  are  offered 
that  opportunity  we  will  certainly  exercise  it. 

[i3*]  Q«  M^^'  President,  do  you  have  any 
comment  on  Senator  Goldwater's  charge  of 
fiscal  irresponsibility  in  your  administra- 
tion? 

THE  PRESIDENT.  I  dou't  kuow  what  the 
Senator  may  have  said  about  this,  or  all  that 
he  may  have  said  about  it,  but  I  have  been 
interested  in  the  comments  of  some  of  those 
who  are  in  authoritative  positions  to  deter- 
mine the  fiscal  responsibility  of  this  admin- 
istration without  any  other  motives.  For 
instance,  the  American  Bankers  Association 
said  only  yesterday  that  the  unusual  length 
of  the  current  upswing  could  be  attributed 
to  the  reduction  in  taxes,  the  stability  of  costs 
and  prices,  which  I  have  just  referred  to,  and 
the  maintenance  of  monetary  and  credit  con- 
ditions which  preserve  international  con- 
fidence in  the  dollar. 

I  saw  a  very  interesting  column  on  that 
that  went  into  some  detail  yesterday. 

Mr.  Henry  Ford  is  quoted  in  the  Wall 
Street  Journal  as  saying  that  "our  economy 
is  now  healthier  than  it  has  been  in  many 
years.  Part  of  the  credit  must  go  to  Govern- 
ment policies  which,  on  the  whole,  have  been 
well  calculated  to  stimulate  economic 
growth  without  inflation.  Part  of  the  credit 
must  go  to  the  recent  tax  cut." 

The  National  Research  Bureau's  report  to 
business  executives  yesterday  said,  "Just 
about  any  place  you  look  you  find  evidence 
of  the  boom  and  signposts  that  point  to  a 
continuation  of  good  times." 

"The  tax  cut  is  still  the  major  factor  in  the 
business  boom." 

Miss  Porter^  said  yesterday  that  "the 
United  States  dollar  is  winning  new  popu- 
larity. The  comeback  of  the  dollar  is  an 
enormous  tribute  to  our  economy's  inherent 

^Sylvia  Porter,  financial  columnist. 
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power,  and  to  the  policies  of  recent  years." 

The  Morgan  Guaranty  Trust  Company 
in  its  latest  survey  of  current  economic  con- 
ditions lists  this  main  reason  for  continuing 
optimism:  "The  excellent  business  news  of 
the  past  month  indicate  that  the  nourishment 
of  the  tax  reduction  is  reaching  the  muscles 
of  the  economy." 

And,  finally,  the  New  York  Times  says, 
"This  has  been  and  still  is  a  truly  phenome- 
nal epoch  in  the  Nation's  economic  history. 
The  sustained  advance  is  notable  not  only  for 
its  unusual  longevity,  but  even  more  for  the 
absence  of  excesses." 

[14.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  you  have  signed 
a  bill  for  the  International  Roosevelt  Campo- 
bello  Memorial.^  Will  you  ask  the  Gov- 
ernor of  Maine  to  make  suggestions  for  any 
one  of  the  three  American  Commissioners? 

THE  PRESIDENT.  I  will  be  lookiug  into  that, 
pursuant  to  your  suggestion. 

Q.  The  bill  suggests  it,  but  does  not  direct 
it,  I  understand. 

THE  PRESIDENT.  I  wiU  be  glad  to  talk  to 
him  about  it. 

[15.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  the  National 
Space  Administration  is  apparently  going  to 
get  considerably  less  funds  than  it  asked  for 
the  space  program  this  year.  Do  you  think 
that  this  is  going  to  preclude  our  landing 
on  the  moon  in  this  decade? 

THE  PRESIDENT.  I  think  the  funds  that  we 
requested  are  necessary.  I  hope  the  Con- 
gress will  act  on  this  appropriation  soon. 
The  Committee  has  not  acted  on  the  ap- 
propriation yet.  I  don't  know  how  to  gauge 
the  exact  way  it  will  exercise  its  judgment, 
I  have  every  reason  to  believe  that  they  are 
sympathetic  with  our  national  objectives, 
and  I  would  hope  that  they  will  be  as  gen- 
erous in  their  response  to  our  request  as 
possible. 


^Public  Law 
July  7,  1964. 


-363    (78   Stat.   299),   approved 


[16.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  can  you  tell  us 
anything  about  your  meetings,  series  of 
meetings,  with  the  Latin  American  ambassa- 
dors last  week  and  this? 

THE  PRESIDENT.  Yes.  We  have  divided 
up  the  meetings  into  small  meetings  made 
up  of  six  or  seven  of  the  ambassadors  from 
Latin  American  countries  in  each  meeting. 
There  will  be  a  series  of  three  meetings. 
We  have  had  two  already.  In  addition  to 
the  Latin  American  ambassadors,  we  have 
the  presence  of  the  Secretary  of  State  and 
Mr.  Walt  Rostow  of  the  State  Department, 
and  Mr.  Tom  Mann,  my  Special  Assistant, 
Assistant  Secretary  for  Latin  America. 

We  have  an  hors  d'oeuvre,  relax,  and  start 
around  the  room  in  a  conversational,  infor- 
mal manner,  and  ask  the  ambassador  from 
each  country — Panama,  Mexico,  whatever 
country  it  may  be — to  give  us  his  evaluation 
of  the  problems  that  exist  between  our  two 
countries,  any  suggestions  that  he  has  regard- 
ing hemispheric  solidarity,  any  criticism  he 
may  have  to  make  concerning  actions  of  our 
agencies  with  whom  he  is  dealing,  or  delays 
that  may  be  present;  any  suggestions  that 
he  could  offer  that  should  be  considered  for 
the  hemisphere,  with  particular  reference  to 
the  streamlining  and  the  speedup  techniques 
that  we  have  brought  into  focus  in  the 
Alliance  for  Progress  program. 

Our  people,  Mr.  Ball,  Mr.  Rostow,  Mr. 
Mann,  and  in  instances  the  President  him- 
self, have  not  only  made  comments  on  these 
suggestions  but  have  outlined  this  Govern- 
ment's views,  this  Government's  hope,  and 
this  Government's  ideals.  We  have  talked 
about  the  foreign  aid  bill,  the  Alliance  for 
Progress  funds,  pending  before  the  Senate; 
the  action  of  the  Senate  Foreign  Relations 
Committee  and  the  possible  action  of  the 
Appropriations  Committee  on  our  foreign 
aid  bill. 

We  have  talked  about  the  visits  of  the 
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President  from  Costa  Rica.  We  have  wel- 
comed new  ambassadors  from  some  of  the 
countries.  We  spend  about  an  hour  and  a 
half  to  two  hours  near  the  close  of  the 
working  day,  6  to  8  generally,  in  that  area. 
We  will  be  having  meetings  of  that  type 
from  time  to  time  so  that  the  executive 
branch  can  keep  better  informed  on  the 
needs  of  the  area  and  the  hemisphere,  and 
the  problems  of  it,  and  so  that  the  ambas- 
sadors themselves  can  report  to  their  gov- 
ernment on  our  approaches,  our  procedures, 
and  our  attitudes. 

I  am  glad  to  report  that  they  have  been 
very  stimulating  meetings  and  much  good 
has  come  from  them.  The  reports  we  have 
received  from  not  only  ambassadors  but 
heads  of  state  in  that  area  express  apprecia- 
tion for  some  of  the  steps  that  we  have  taken 
to  centralize  functions,  to  combine  functions, 
to  eliminate  red  tape,  give  a  direct  line  of 
authority,  and  be  able  to  make  prompt 
decisions. 

[17.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  a  couple  of 
months  ago  your  oratorical  propensities  were 
officially  recognized  by  the  National  Forensic 
Society.*  Will  this  in  any  way  influence 
your  decision  to  debate  your  opponent  in  the 
upcoming  election? 

THE  PRESIDENT.  No,  I  don't  think  so. 

[18.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  on  Latin 
America,  again,  what  do  you  expect  or  hope 
would  come  out  of  this  meeting  of  inter- 
American  foreign  ministers  that  is  taking 
place  here  in  July? 

THE  PRESIDENT.  I  would  think  that  we 
would  have  a  very  constructive  meeting, 
judging  from  the  expressions  of  the  ambas- 
sadors, and  the  conversations  that  I  have  had 
with  OAS  officials.  I  would  not  want  to 
prejudge  the  actions  or  deliberations  in 
advance.    I  don't  know  of  any  particular  re- 

*  See  Item  343. 


ward  in  the  offing  for  so  doing.  I  would  just 
say  let's  follow  the  meeting  closely  and  re- 
port accurately  its  deliberations. 

[19.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  how  do  you  size 
up  the  political  activity  of  Governor  Wallace 
of  Alabama?  Will  his  candidacy  hurt  the 
Democrats  more  than  the  Republicans,  or 
the  Republicans  more  than  the  Democrats, 
in  your  opinion? 

THE  PRESIDENT.  I  haveu't  couducted  any 
study  of  the  Governor's  activities  or  evalu- 
ated the  effect  of  those  activities.  I  am  not 
in  the  polling  business,  but  I  did,  I  believe, 
read  this  morning  a  poll  on  the  front  page 
of  the  Washington  paper,  and  I  think  there 
is  a  copy  there  in  my  office  if  you  want  to 
look  at  it. 

[20.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  Senator  Gold- 
water  has  gotten  into  considerable  contro- 
versy in  the  Republican  Party  in  the  last 
couple  of  days  by  saying  that  as  of  now  you 
could  beat  any  Republican.  Do  you  think 
he  was  right  or  wrong  in  saying  that? 

THE  PRESIDENT.  I  think  the  Republican 
Party  has  enough  problems  already  without 
my  adding  to  them  in  any  way. 

[21.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  have  you  any 
comment  on  the  Baker  report  which  has 
come  out  of  the  Senate  Rules  Committee 
now? 

THE  PRESIDENT.  The  report  has  been  filed. 
Undoubtedly  it  will  be  read  and  thoroughly 
considered  and  such  action  as  the  Senate 
feels  justified  will  be  taken. 

[22.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  Premier  Castro 
has  recently  had  a  long  interview  in  which 
he  is  offering  to  negotiate  peace  with  the 
United  States.  What  is  your  attitude  or 
your  response  to  that? 

THE  PRESIDENT.  I  havc  sceu  ucwspapcr  re- 
ports purporting  to  reflect  his  attitude.  I  am 
much  more  interested  in  the  deeds  than  the 
words,  and  I  shall  carefully  watch  for  any 
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actions  or  any  deeds  that  would  carry  into 
effect  the  actions  that  I  think  would  be  in 
the  best  interest  of  the  people  of  Cuba  and 
the  people  of  the  world.  I  am  much  more 
interested  in  deeds  than  words. 


Merriman  Smith,  United  Press  Interna- 
tional: Thank  you,  Mr.  President. 

note:  President  Johnson's  twenty-first  news  con- 
ference was  held  in  the  Cabinet  Room  at  the  White 
House  at  ii:io  a.m.  on  July  lo,   1964. 


456    Letter  to  Dr.  Killian  in  Response  to  Report :  "Toward  Better 
Utilization  of  Scientific  and  Engineering  Talent." 
]uly  12,  1964 

[  Released  July  12,  1964.    Dated  July  7,  1964  ] 


Dear  Dr,  Killian : 

In  completing  such  a  broad  analysis  of 
problems  concerned  with  the  utilization  of 
scientific  and  technical  talent  and  making 
recommendations  for  their  solution,  your 
Committee  has  rendered  a  significant  public 
service. 

Your  report  deals  with  issues  which  are 
important  in  carrying  out  this  Nation's  com- 
mitment to  deploy  science  and  technology 
boldly  and  effectively  in  the  interest  of  the 
Nation's  welfare.  Your  counsel  is  especially 
timely  because  of  the  intensified  interest  this 
Administration  is  taking  in  providing  re- 
warding employment  opportunities  and 
education  to  all  our  citizens,  and  because 
of  the  need  to  strengthen  the  relationships 
between  Government,  industry,  and  colleges 
and  universities. 

The  higher  salaries  at  the  upper  levels  of 
Government  service  which  your  Committee 
supports  would  help  redress  the  persistent 
imbalance  between  Governmental  and 
private  salaries  that  penalize  the  Govern- 
ment in  meeting  competition  for  talent. 
The  Administration's  bill  is  a  major  step 
toward  that  end. 

The  Federal  Government  has  a  special  re- 
sponsibility to  conduct  its  affairs  with  an 
enlightened  concern  for  the  critical  part  it 
now  plays  in  the  utilization  of  the  Nation's 


manpower.  I  am  thus  asking  that  Dr. 
Donald  F.  Hornig,  my  Science  Advisor,  and 
Secretary  of  Labor  Willard  Wirtz,  as  Chair- 
man of  my  Committee  on  Manpower,  report 
to  me  on  further  steps  that  the  Government 
should  take  in  light  of  your  Committee's 
recommendations . 

Please  extend  to  all  of  those  who  have 
given  generously  of  their  time  in  the  con- 
duct of  this  study  my  sincere  appreciation 
for  their  contributions. 
Sincerely, 

Lyndon. B.  Johnson 

[Dr.  James  R.  Killian,  Jr.,  Chairman  o£  the  Corpora- 
tion, Massachusetts  Institute  o£  Technology,  Cam- 
bridge 39,  Massachusetts] 

note:  The  letter  was  part  o£  a  White  House  release 
making  public  the  report  "Toward  Better  Utiliza- 
tion of  Scientific  and  Engineering  Talent,  A  Program 
for  Action"  (193  pp.,  National  Academy  of  Sci- 
ences), prepared  by  the  Committee  on  Utilization 
of  Scientific  and  Engineering  Manpower,  under  the 
chairmanship  of  Dr.  James  R.  Killian,  Jr. 

The  Committee  was  appointed  by  the  National 
Academy  of  Sciences  following  a  request  of  Presi- 
dent Kennedy  in  1961  that  the  Academy  undertake 
a  study  on  the  utilization  of  the  existing  supply  of 
technical  manpower.  At  the  same  time  the  Presi- 
dent's Science  Advisory  Committee  and  the  Federal 
Council  for  Science  and  Technology  were  asked  to 
study  requirements  for  the  development  of  new 
scientists  and  engineers. 

In  its  report  the  Committee's  recommendations 
called  for  action  by  and  cooperation  among  the 
Federal  Government,  industry,  and  the  universities 
to: 
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1.  Strengthen  the  management  of  research  in  all 
sectors,  through  improved  contracting  procedures 
and  efforts  to  identify  and  train  more  project  man- 
agers and  engineers  who  combine  understanding  of 
a  complex,  changing  technology  with  mastery  of  the 
art  of  leadership. 

2.  Achieve  a  balance  in  the  allocation  of  scarce 
scientific  and  engineering  talent  between  "big 
science"  and  large  development  projects  on  the  one 
hand,  and  the  individual  investigator  (or  scholar- 
teacher)  and  the  manpower  requirements  of  the 
civilian  economy  on  the  other. 

3.  Greatly  expand  the  opportunities  open  to  in- 
dividual scientists  and  engineers  to  renew,  update. 


and  extend  their  skills  throughout  their  professional 
careers. 

Other  Committee  recommendations  called  for  the 
development  of  statistical  information  on  scientific 
and  technical  manpower  resources  to  permit  the 
Government  to  assess  the  impact  of  major  new 
technological  ventures  on  employment  and  man- 
power utilization  before  reaching  a  decision  to  pro- 
ceed, and  urged  a  continuing  assessment  of  the  total 
impact  of  Government  policies  and  practices  on  the 
deployment  and  utilization  of  manpower. 

The  text  of  Dr.  Killian's  letter  of  transmittal, 
dated  June  22,  was  also  released. 


457    Statement  by  the  President  Upon  Accepting  Report  of  the 
Committee  on  PubHc  Higher  Education  in  the 
District  of  Columbia.    July  12,  1964 


THE  recommendations  in  this  report  should 
have  the  immediate  attention  of  the  Con- 
gress. Less  than  a  month  ago  I  said  that  if 
our  society  is  to  move  higher,  higher  educa- 
tion must  be  made  a  universal  opportunity 
for  all  young  people.  There  is  no  more 
urgent  need  today  than  to  provide  the  edu- 
cational opportunities  which  will  permit 
every  young  person  to  develop  to  his  maxi- 
mum potential.  The  report  shows  that  this 
opportunity  is  not  now  available  to  many 
District  high  school  graduates.  The  Na- 
tion's Capital,  which  should  set  an  example 
for  the  Nation,  has  instead  lagged  behind. 
I  am  asking  the  District  Commissioners 
to  prepare  a  draft  of  appropriate  legislation 
for  submission  to  the  Congress.  In  the 
meantime,  I  commend  the  report  for  study 
by  all  interested  groups. 

note:  The  President's  statement  was  made  public 
as  part  of  a  White  House  release  summarizing  "A 
Report  to  the  President,  Public  Higher  Education  in 
the  District  of  Columbia,"  dated  June  1964  (44  pp., 
Government  Printing  Office) . 

The  President's  Committee  on  Public  Higher  Edu- 
cation in  the  District  of  Columbia,  of  which  Dr. 
Francis  S.  Chase,  Dean,  Graduate  School  of  Educa- 
tion,  University  of  Chicago,   served   as   chairman. 


was  appointed  by  President  Kennedy  on  September 
23, 1963. 

The  Committee's  recommendations  are  summa- 
rized in  the  report  as  follows: 

1.  The  immediate  creation  of  a  comprehensive 
community  (or  junior)  college,  publicly  supported, 
that  will  put  within  reach  of  all  high  school  graduates 
opportunities  for  technical  and  vocational  training 
and  for  general  education  leading  both  to  greater 
personal  and  civic  effectiveness  and  to  further  study 
in  a  4-year  college  or  university  for  those  who 
qualify  and  seek  it. 

2.  The  immediate  creation  of  a  college  of  liberal 
arts  and  sciences,  also  publicly  supported,  authorized 
to  confer  both  baccalaureate  and  the  master's  de- 
grees, with  a  special  concern  with  teacher  education 
(a  function  it  should  assume  from  the  D.C.  Teachers 
College)  and  prepared  to  offer  specialized  courses 
of  study  as  need  and  feasibility  are  established. 

3.  The  prompt  establishment  of  a  system  of  non- 
competitive scholarships,  publicly  supported,  ena- 
bling qualified  District  students  who  wish,  after  2 
years'  work  in  the  community  college,  to  pursue 
special  courses  of  study  not  offered  at  the  outset  by 
the  proposed  public  college  of  liberal  arts  and  sciences 
at  an  institution  where  such  curriculums  are  avail- 
able. 

4.  The  early  development  in  the  District  of  a 
center  or  centers  for  high-level  graduate  and  post- 
doctoral studies,  with  a  Presidential  review  under- 
taken within  3  to  5  years  to  make  specific  recom- 
mendations, if  desirable,  with  respect  to  ways  in 
which  the  Federal  Government  might  be  helpful  in 
the  attainment  of  this  goal. 
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458    Statement  by  the  President  on  Narcotic  and 
Drug  Abuse.    ]uly  15,  1964 


NARCOTIC  and  other  drug  abuse  is  in- 
flicting upon  parts  o£  the  country  enormous 
damage  in  human  suffering,  crime,  and 
economic  loss  through  thievery.  The  Fed- 
eral Government,  being  responsible  for  the 
regulation  of  foreign  and  interstate  com- 
merce, bears  a  major  responsibility  in  respect 
to  the  illegal  trajffic  in  drugs  and  the  conse- 
quences of  that  traffic.  That  responsibility 
is  shared  by  several  departments  of  the  Gov- 
ernment and  by  a  number  of  divisions,  bu- 
reaus, etc.,  vi^ithin  them. 

I  now  direct  those  units  to  examine  into 
their  present  procedures,  to  bring  those  pro- 
cedures into  maximum  activity,  and,  wher- 
ever necessary,  put  into  effect  additional  pro- 
grams of  action  aimed  at  major  corrections 
in  the  conditions  caused  by  drug  abuse.  I 
desire  the  full  power  of  the  Federal  Govern- 


ment to  be  brought  to  bear  upon  three  ob- 
jectives: (i)  the  destruction  of  the  illegal 
traffic  in  drugs,  (2)  the  prevention  of  drug 
abuse,  and  (3)  the  cure  and  rehabilitation 
of  victims  of  this  traffic.  Attention  is  called 
to  the  program  described  in  the  report  of  the 
President's  Advisory  Commission  on  Nar- 
cotic and  Drug  Abuse. 

For  the  purpose  of  coordinating  the  steps 
to  be  taken  by  the  several  units  of  the  Gov- 
ernment in  this  matter  I  designate  Lee 
White  of  the  White  House  Staff  to  act  as 
liaison  agent  between  them,  with  instruc- 
tions to  implement  the  foregoing  directive. 

note:  The  "Final  Report  of  the  President's  Advi- 
sory Commission  on  Narcotic  and  Drug  Abuse"  is 
dated  November  1963  (123  pp.,  Government  Print- 
ing Office).  For  the  President's  letter  to  Judge  E. 
Barrett  Prettyman  in  response  to  the  Commission's 
final  report,  see  Item  159. 


459    Statement  by  the  President  on  the  Second  Quarter  Advance  in 
Gross  National  Product  and  Income.    July  17,  1964 


NOTABLE  advances  in  gross  national  prod- 
uct and  personal  income  in  the  second  quar- 
ter bear  further  v^itness  to  our  strong  and 
balanced  economic  expansion. 

GNP  rose  to  a  rate  of  $618.5  billion 

— nearly  $10  billion  above  the  first-quarter 
GNP  (v^hich  vi^as  itself  revised  upward). 

— $41  billion  above  the  year-earlier  rate, 
the  best  year-to-year  gain  in  over  2  years. 

— a  rise  fully  consistent  v^ith  our  January 
forecast  of  $623  billion  for  1964  as  a  whole. 

The  personal  income  of  all  Americans, 
after  taxes,  rose  faster  than  we  had  expected. 

It  reached  a  rate  of  $431.4  billion  for  the 
second  quarter. 


This  is  a  near-record  advance  of  $11.4 
billion  over  the  first  quarter. 

It  is  an  all-time  record  advance  of  $32.3 
billion  over  a  year  earlier. 

This  means  that  the  average  American 
today  is  getting  $139  more  after-tax  income 
annually  than  he  did  a  year  ago — the  equiva- 
lent of  $556  for  a  family  of  four — a  remark- 
able advance. 

The  second-quarter  performance  set  the 
stage  for  continued  strong  advances  the  rest 
of  the  year: 

Consumers  stepped  up  their  saving,  put- 
ting them  in  a  better  position  to  buy  more 
in  the  months  ahead. 
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Merchants  and  manufacturers  prudently 
held  their  inventories  down,  so  further  rises 
in  demand  will  be  quickly  reflected  in  high- 
er production. 

Businessmen  spent  more  for  plant  and 
equipment,  and  their  plans  call  for  a  con- 


tinued vigorous  rise  in  the  months  ahead. 

On  the  basis  of  this  fine  record — and  with 
the  tax  cut's  major  impact  yet  to  come — we 
fully  expect  the  gains  in  the  second  half  of 
the  year  to  be  even  greater  than  the  first. 


460    Message  to  President  Nasser  Extending  Greetings  to  the 
Conference  of  African  Heads  of  State.    July  17,  1964 


I  EXTEND,  through  you,  to  the  representa- 
tives of  the  nations  and  peoples  of  Africa 
gathered  in  Cairo,  the  friendly  greetings  of 
the  Government  and  people  of  the  United 
States  of  America. 

As  the  Heads  of  State  and  of  Govern- 
ment meet  again  one  year  after  creat- 
ing the  Organization  of  African  Unity  at 
that  historic  Addis  Ababa  gathering,  we  are 
impressed  with  the  striking  progress  which 
has  been  made  toward  African  unity  in 
peace  and  freedom. 

Africa  through  the  OAU  has  shown  its 
capacity  to  deal  through  peaceful  means 
with  African  problems,  including  such  dis- 


putes as  have  arisen  among  its  members. 
In  this  way,  within  the  framework  of  the 
United  Nations  Charter,  African  nations  are 
making  a  vital  contribution  to  world  peace. 
As  the  OAU  moves  into  its  second  year 
of  activity,  it  will  face  new  challenges  which, 
I  am  sure,  it  will  meet  in  the  same  spirit  it 
has  already  demonstrated  in  the  momentous 
year  just  past.  I  and  the  people  of  the 
United  States  extend  to  this  Organization 
our  best  wishes  for  continued  progress  to- 
ward your  high  aims. 

Lyndon  B.  Johnson 

[President  Gamal  Abdel  Nasser,  Cairo,  United  Arab 
Republic] 


461     Statement  by  the  President  Upon  Signing  the  Water 
Resources  Research  Act.    July  17,  1964 


THE  Water  Resources  Research  Act  of  1964, 
which  I  have  approved  today,  fills  a  vital 
need. 

Abundant,  good  water  is  essential  to  con- 
tinued economic  growth  and  progress.  The 
Congress  has  found  that  we  have  entered  a 
period  in  which  acute  water  shortages  are 
hampering  our  industries,  our  agriculture, 
our  recreation,  and  our  individual  health 
and  happiness. 

Assuming  a  continuation  of  current  prac- 
tices, by  the  year  2000  there  will  not  be 
enough  usable  water  to  meet  the  water  re- 


quirements of  parts  of  the  States  of  Arizona, 
California,  Colorado,  Delaware,  Idaho,  Illi- 
nois, Indiana,  Iowa,  Kansas,  Louisiana, 
Michigan,  Minnesota,  Montana,  Nebraska, 
Nevada,  New  Jersey,  New  Mexico,  New 
York,  North  Dakota,  Ohio,  Oklahoma,  Ore- 
gon, Pennsylvania,  South  Dakota,  Texas, 
Utah,  Wisconsin,  and  Wyoming. 

This  legislation  will  help  us  solve  this 
problem.  It  will  create  local  centers  of  water 
research.  It  will  enlist  the  intellectual  power 
of  universities  and  research  institutes  in  a 
nationwide  effort  to  conserve  and  utilize 
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our  water  resources  for  the  common  benefit. 
The  new  centers  will  be  concerned  with  mu- 
nicipal and  regional,  as  well  as  with  na- 
tional water  problems.  Their  ready  accessi- 
bility to  State  and  local  officials  will  per- 
mit each  problem  to  be  attacked  on  an  indi- 
vidual basis,  the  only  way  in  which  the  com- 
plex characteristics  of  each  water  deficiency 
can  be  resolved.  The  bill  contemplates  a 
high  degree  of  interstate  cooperation,  and 
I  urge  that  this  be  encouraged. 

In  large  measure,  this  legislation  is  a 
tribute  to  the  vision  and  wisdom  of  Senator 
Clinton  P.  Anderson  of  New  Mexico.  He 
has  long  recognized  the  problems.  He  de- 
veloped the  program.  He  guided  it  through 
Congress.  He  has  been  in  the  forefront 
of  the  effort  to  see  that  adequate  supplies  of 
water  are  available  in  all  parts  of  the  Nation. 

One  provision  of  the  bill,  however,  causes 
me  serious  concern,  and  I  request  its  deletion. 
The  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  in  administer- 


ing the  program  is  required,  in  effect,  to 
obtain  the  approval  of  the  committees  of  the 
House  and  Senate  for  each  water  research 
grant  or  contract.  Although  this  legislation 
is  so  phrased  that  it  is  not  technically  subject 
to  constitutional  objection,  it  violates  the 
spirit  of  the  constitutional  requirement  of 
separation  of  power  between  the  executive 
and  legislative  branches.  It  is  both  inap- 
propriate and  inefficient  for  committees  of 
the  Congress  to  participate  in  the  award 
of  individual  contracts  or  grants.  Apart 
from  the  question  of  the  relationship  be- 
tween the  executive  and  legislative  branches, 
the  delays  which  would  ensue  from  the  sug- 
gested procedure  would  be  detrimental  to 
both  scientific  research  and  the  timely 
achievement  of  the  important  mission  of  the 
legislation. 

note:  The  Water  Resources  Research  Act  of  1964 
is  Public  Law  88-379  (78  Stat.  329). 


462    The  President's  News  Conference  at  the  LBJ  Ranch. 
July  185  1964 


THE  PRESIDENT.  Good  moming.  You  are 
mighty  v^elcome  here.  I  hope  you  enjoy 
your  visit  to  the  hill  country  as  much  as  I 
anticipate  that  v^e  w^ill. 

I  had  a  very  refreshing  couple  of  hours 
here  before  the  sun  w^ent  down  yesterday. 
After  lunch  v^^e  plan  to  take  a  ride  through 
the  ranch  to  see  the  catde,  do  some  horse- 
back riding,  and  probably  go  over  to  the  lake 
later  in  the  afternoon. 

[i.]  Next  v^eek  I  have  asked  a  group  of 
businessmen  to  meet  v^ith  me  on  Thursday, 
July  23d,  for  lunch  at  the  White  House;  a 
group  of  labor  leaders  to  meet  v^^ith  me  on 
July  24th,  at  a  reception  later  in  the  after- 
noon. These  meetings  will  be  an  exchange 
of  views  on  the  state  of  the  economy  and  the 


state  of  the  world.  I  have  carried  them  on 
periodically  in  the  7  months  that  I  have  been 
in  the  Presidency.  I  seek  the  advice  and 
counsel  of  these  leaders  in  American  industry 
and  labor.  I  think  it  is  important  to  the 
future  of  our  economy  and  to  our  relations 
with  the  other  nations  in  the  world. 

[2.]  As  I  told  you  earlier  this  week, 
the  Budget  Bureau  has  been  assembling  the 
data  that  came  in  on  the  fiscal  year  that 
ended  June  30th.  I  now  have  the  closing 
figures  on  the  budget  expenditures,  receipts, 
and  Federal  civilian  employment  for  the 
fiscal  year  1964  which  ended  last  June  30th. 
As  far  as  I  know,  none  of  you  are  in  a 
hurry  this  morning,  so  we  will  take  ample 
time,  we  will  have  our  usual  15  or  20  ques- 
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tions,  whatever  you  want,  afterwards,  and 
we  don't  have  any  deadhnes.  There  are 
printed  copies  of  this  statement,  so  you  don't 
have  to  take  everything  by  notes.  They  will 
be  available  to  you.  We  have  a  chart  here. 
It  may  be  helpful  to  you  in  working  it  out. 
I  am  very  happy  that  on  every  count  the 
news  is  good  this  Saturday. 

Our  expenditures  for  the  fiscal  year  which 
just  ended  June  30th  were  $97  billion  700 
million.  President  Kennedy  estimated  those 
expenditures  when  he  asked  the  Congress 
to  give  him  money  for  that  year.  He  esti- 
mated those  expenditures  at  $98.8  billion, 
so  we  are  down  more  than  $1  billion  from 
the  original  1964  budget  estimate.  We  have 
spent  $1  billion  less  than  we  estimated  we 
would  spend. 

When  I  came  in  in  January  and  put  some 
new  ceilings  on  and  called  the  Cabinet  and 
independent  agencies  together  and  asked 
them  to  effect  economies  and  to  curtail  every 
possible  expenditure,  we  revised  the  estimate 
to  $98.4  billion.  We  placed  quarterly  ceil- 
ings on  employment.  We  asked  each  de- 
partment to  become  cost  conscious.  We  had 
Secretary  McNamara  review  with  others 
some  of  the  efforts  that  he  had  made  in 
that  figure,  and  we  revised  our  estimate  in 
the  second  quarter,  after  we  placed  our  ceil- 
ings, to  I98.3  bilUon.  That  is  down  $700 
million  from  the  original  January  estimate. 

We  have  just  concluded  expenditures 
on  June  30th.  The  first  few  days  in  July  we 
tabulated  them,  and  we  now  find  that  our 
expenditures  were  $97.7,  from  the  $98.3 
estimate  that  was  made  in  May.  So  the  net 
of  it  is  that  we  are  down  $1  billion  100 
million  from  our  estimate. 

That  accounts  for  the  spending  process 
during  this  fiscal  year  that  just  ended  and 
this  is  the  first  definite,  accurate  figure  that 
we  have  on  the  actual  expenditures  that  were 


certified  to  me.  These  charts  were  made  up 
yesterday  evening.  They  are  the  source  of 
the  material  from  the  Director  of  the  Budget, 
Mr.  Gordon. 

Now  we  will  go  over  the  receipts  as  esti- 
mated and  actual.  We  do  not  have  a  chart. 
The  receipts  as  estimated  were  $89  billion 
400  million. 

Q.  That  was  in  January.? 

THE  PRESIDENT.  Yes.  Up  $2.5  billiou 
from  the  original  1964  budget  estimate — 
$89.4  billion  is  what  we  took  in.  That  is  up 
$2.5  billion  from  the  original  1964  budget 
estimate,  up  $1  billion  from  the  revised 
estimate  in  last  January's  budget  while  most 
of  the  same  is  $89.5  billion  reestimate  that 
we  made  2  months  ago. 

So,  summarizing,  we  took  in  $89  billion 
400  million.  We  estimated  that  we  would 
take  in  about  $87  billion;  we  are  up  $2.5 
billion  over  that,  $86.9  billion.  That  gives 
you  a  figure  for  your  deficit  for  the  year. 
The  deficit  was  $8.3  billion  actual.  We 
estimated    in    January    that    it    would    be 

$11.9 

Q.  January  1963.? 

THE  PRESIDENT. wheu  President  Ken- 
nedy submitted  it.  You  will  remember  the 
record  budget  deficit  during  the  Eisenhower 
administration  was  approximately  that.  We 
had  a  $12  billion  figure  for  Mr.  Eisenhower, 
and  for  President  Kennedy — ^you  will  recall 
a  great  deal  of  publicity  about  it — at  about 
$11.9  billion. 

From  November  until  January,  the  37  days 
that  we  all  went  through  in  that  cost-conr 
scious  program  and  budget  preparation, 
we  reduced  that  estimate,  and  we  announced 
it  at  $10  billion.  In  May,  when  we  got  in 
our  reports,  again,  after  meeting  with  the 
Cabinet,  we  cut  it  to  $8.8,  and  the  actual 
expenditure  is  $8.3  billion.  The  details  on 
these  receipts  and  expenditures  will  be  avail- 
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able  next  week  when  the  Treasury  com- 
pletes its  work  and  issues  the  June  Treasury 
statement. 

Federal  civilian  employment  in  the  execu- 
tive branch  on  June  30th  totaled  2,468,700 
employees.  This  is  a  subject  on  which  you 
get  reports  from  Senator  Byrd*s  committee 
from  time  to  time.  All  of  us  are  interested 
in  it,  and  we  have  attempted  to  make  every 
department  head  very  conscious  of  it.  That 
means  that  we  are  down  actually  from  the 
January  estimate  submitted  to  the  Congress 
for  the  budget  to  101,800  employees.  We 
are  down  43,700  from  the  revision  carried 
in  the  budget  last  January.  I  believe  this 
is  59  that  was  cut  out  from  January  ('63) 
to  January  ('64)  and  43  from  January  to 
now.  We  are  down  28,500  from  our  latest 
employment  ceiling.  We  are  down  21,600 
from  the  actual  number  on  the  rolls  i  year 
ago.  We  are  down  15,900  by  actual  number 
on  the  rolls  2  years  ago. 

That  is  a  very  interesting  chart,  but  the 
net  of  it  is  from  the  day  we  sent  our  budget 
until  we  completed  it,  we  are  down  101,800 
from  what  we  estimated,  and  we  are  actually 
15,900  lower  than  the  actual  number  that 
we  had  on  the  payroll  2  years  ago,  notwith- 
standing the  fact  that  this  budget  was  about 
$5  billion  over  the  preceding  budget  and  up 
until  this  year,  the  last  3  years  our  budgets 
have  been  increasing  at  the  rate  of  about  $5 
billion  a  year  because  of  increased  schools 
and  roads  and  health  and  unfilled  needs 
that  an  increased  population  requires  from 
time  to  time. 

The  dollar  outflow  abroad  resulted  in 
Federal  programs — ^was  reduced  in  fiscal  '64 
as  a  result  of  vigorous  action  taken  by  the 
executive  branch.  The  estimated  '64  over- 
seas payments  by  the  Federal  Government 
dropped  $380  million,  and  regular  receipts 
rose  by  $116  million,  compared  with  the 
previous  year.     This  means  that  the  net 


dollar  outflow  from  Federal  programs  de- 
creased in  fiscal  year  1964  by  $500  million, 
about  18  percent.  This  is  a  net  improve- 
ment of  $300  million  since  I  sent  the  budget 
to  Congress  last  January. 

I  thought  maybe  you  would  be  interested 
in  some  of  the  productivity  gains  in  some  of 
the  Government  agencies  and  how  we  have 
helped  to  reduce  Government  employment 
since  last  year,  and  I  have  some  specific 
illustrations. 

The  Treasury's  Division  of  Disbursement 
improved  employee  output  by  more  than  14 
percent  over  1963  due  to  electronic  data 
processing  improvements,  consolidation  of 
many  field  offices,  streamHning  procedures, 
elimination  of  red  tape.  This  is  the  equiva- 
lent of  the  work  of  over  200  employees. 

The  Veterans  Administration  insurance 
program  increased  the  productivity  of  its 
manpower  by  24  percent.  That  is  the  equiv- 
alent of  600  employees. 

The  Federal  Aviation  Agency's  Systems 
Maintenance  Service  achieved  a  6  percent 
increase  which  results  in  a  saving  of  about 
600  man-years. 

The  decisions  to  close  or  reduce  field  in- 
stallations were  taken  by  the  Tennessee 
Valley  Authority — 52  installations. 

Department  of  Interior  closed  6. 

Treasury  Department  closed  35  through- 
out the  country. 

The  Post  Office  Department  closed  469 
post  offices. 

The  Treasury  Department  closed  20  local 
operations. 

Federal  Aviation  Agency  closed  3  manned 
facilities  and  eliminated  intermediate  air- 
fields and  consolidated  air  traffic  control. 

The  Department  of  State  closed  13  un- 
needed  consulates. 

We  will  continue  the  drive  to  close  down 
or  curtail  any  installation  which  is  not  neces- 
sary to  perform  essential  functions,  much  as 
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we  have  done  in  the  closing  down  of  the 
obsolete  military  installations  throughout 
the  country. 

We  have  inaugurated  a  drive  to  lessen  the 
burden  placed  on  private  industry  by  Gov- 
ernment requests  for  reports.  The  annual 
number  of  responses  will  be  reduced  by  2,- 
851,000.  One  hundred  and  ninety-five 
forms  involving  almost  two  million  re- 
sponses were  eliminated  entirely.  Ninety- 
five  new  reports  were  started  in  this  period 
so  that  the  net  result  of  this  drive  has  been 
either  to  discontinue  or  to  simplify  320  re- 
ports representing  a  net  reduction  in  annual 
responses  of  2.5  million. 

Small  savings  are  not  being  neglected 
either.  A  review  of  Government  publica- 
tions has  produced  savings  of  nearly  $2  mil- 
lion. Two  hundred  and  forty  existing 
publications  were  eliminated;  130  proposed 
publications  were  canceled;  50  were  con- 
solidated. 

In  our  foreign  aid  program  we  have  ef- 
fected substantial  economies  and  improved 
the  administration. 

As  you  will  recall,  the  Executive  asked  the 
Congress  for  $4.9  billion  for  foreign  aid  in 
last  year's  budget.  We  reduced  that  request 
by  $1.4  billion  to  $3.5,  although  in  fairness 
General  Clay  ^  reduced  it  from  $4.9  to  $4.5 
billion  after  his  review. 

We  have  insisted  on  rigorous  self-help 
standards,  saving,  in  two  cases  alone,  $30 
million. 

By  diligent  efforts  to  maximize  the  par- 
ticipation of  other  free-world  lenders,  in  one 
case  we  required  other  donors  to  contribute 
$21  million  more  than  the  plans  submitted 
to  us. 

By  strong  efforts  to  use  local  currency  in- 
stead of  dollars,  we  have  saved  $16.5  million 
on  another  program. 

^  General  Lucius  D.  Clay,  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee to  Strengthen  the  Security  of  the  Free  World. 


By  improving  AID  procurement  prac- 
tices, including  use  of  e;ccess  U.S.  Govern- 
ment property  instead  of  buying  new  equip- 
ment, we  have  saved  I32  million. 

This  cost  reduction  has  the  priority  concern 
of  every  department  and  agency,  and  it  will 
continue  to  be.  Each  one  of  them  will  have 
delivered  to  them  today  a  copy  of  this  report. 

Secretary  McNamara's  cost  reduction  pro- 
gram in  the  Department  of  Defense  actually 
realized  savings  of  I2.5  billion  compared 
with  the  initial  forecast  of  $1.5. 

The  Space  Agency  reduction  goal  of  $81 
million,  which  was  established  in  the  fiscal 
year  1964,  has  been  exceeded  by  $128 
million. 

In  the  Post  OflSce,  June  1964,  the  goal 
was  3,164  less  than  June  1962,  while  mail 
volume  was  3,760,000  pieces  more  than  in 
1962.  So  with  3,164  less  people  they  han- 
dled 3.7  billion  more  pieces  of  mail.  If  out- 
put per  postal  worker  today  were  the  same 
as  1961,  the  cost  of  operating  the  Post  Office 
would  have  had  to  be  $140  million  more. 

In  concluding,  I  want  to  say  that  few  if 
any  of  these  accomplishments  were  easy  to 
come  by.  It  took  hard  work  and  in  many 
cases  courage,  and  was  due  a  great  deal  to  the 
thinking,  initiative,  and  the  imagination  of 
a  good  many  of  our  career  employees,  led 
by  people  in  the  Budget  Bureau  and  in  the 
departments  themselves  who  are  determined 
to  get  these  expenditures  under  control  and 
to  save  everything  possible,  primarily  to  get 
a  dollar's  worth  of  value  out  of  every  dollar 
spent.  Saving  money  is  always  hard. 
Spending  it  is  always  easy. 

[3. ]  I  have  a  statement  here  on  economic 
facts  which  I  will  distribute  to  you.^  It  has 
some  new  information  which  I  think  will 
be  of  great  interest  considering  what  is  hap- 
pening in  the  automobile  field  in  Detroit  and 
their  employment  gains. 


^  See  Item  463. 
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Their  unemployment  was  15.5  percent  in 
1 96 1.  That  has  been  reduced  to  4.6  in  May 
of  this  year. 

The  retail  sales  figures,  the  after-tax  in- 
come, as  revised,  will  be  available  to  you 
and  you  can  say  that  I  used  it,  and  if  you 
want  it  for  sound,  I  will  be  glad  to  repeat 
it,  but  I  won't  take  your  time  to  go  over  it 
now. 

[4.]  I  have  a  brief  announcement  that 
the  United  States  and  the  United  Kingdom 
tested  a  low-yield  British  nuclear  device 
underground  at  the  U.S.  Atomic  Energy 
Commission's  test  site  in  Nevada  yesterday. 

The  test  was  requested  by  the  British 
Government  and  was  conducted  under  the 
Agreement  for  Cooperation  on  the  Uses  of 
Atomic  Energy  for  Mutual  Defense  Pur- 
poses. 

Both  governments  were  satisfied  that  sub- 
stantial technical  and  military  benefits  could 
be  obtained.  The  test  was  carried  out  within 
the  framework  of  the  limited  nuclear  test 
ban  treaty  of  August  1963. 

I  will  have  that  statement  distributed  to 
you  so  you  don't  need  to  copy  it.' 

[5.]  Some  of  the  factual  reports  which 
I  read  daily  have  recently  given  me  cause 
for  concern  regarding  organized  violence  by 
small  groups  who  mask  their  identity.     I 


'The  statement,  dated  July  18,  reads  as  follows: 

The  United  States  and  the  United  Kingdom 
tested  a  low-yield  British  nuclear  device  underground 
at  the  U.S.  Atomic  Energy  Commission's  test  site 
in  Nevada  yesterday  (July  17). 

The  test  was  requested  by  the  British  Government 
and  was  conducted  under  the  Agreement  for  Co- 
operation on  the  Uses  of  Atomic  Energy  for  Mutual 
Defense  Purposes,  which  has  been  in  effect  between 
the  two  countries  since  August  4,  1958. 

Both  governments  were  satisfied  that  substantial 
technical  and  military  benefits  could  be  obtained 
by  testing  a  British  nuclear  device  underground 
as  part  of  a  continuing  nuclear  research  program. 
The  test  was  carried  out  within  the  framework  of 
the  limited  nuclear  test  ban  treaty  of  August  1963. 


condemn  as  do  most  Americans  the  use  of 
violence  and  terror  by  clandestine  hate  or- 
ganizations. Savagery  of  this  or  any  other 
kind  is  completely  alien  to  the  entire  moral 
and  political  tradition  of  the  United  States. 

The  eflort  to  force,  bully,  and  intimidate 
American  citizens — to  prevent  them  from 
claiming  their  rights  under  the  Constitu- 
tion— must  be  stopped.  State  and  local  gov- 
ernments have  been  working  to  halt  such 
terrorism.  I  urge  them  to  continue  this  work 
and  I  assure  them  and  all  Americans  that 
if  local  enforcement  is  inadequate,  the  Fed- 
eral Government  will  always  promptly  assist 
local  authorities  to  maintain  order  as  long  as 
the  lives  and  security  of  our  fellow  citizens 
are  in  danger. 

In  fact,  I  would  like  to  say  something 
about  the  entire  subject  of  effective  political 
action  to  secure  human  rights. 

To  those  seeking  to  secure  their  rights, 
the  Constitution  provides  a  hallowed  and 
an  effective  path.  That  is  the  path  of  peace- 
ful petition  and  legal  recourse;  that,  of 
course,  is  free  speech  and  free  election. 
Along  that  road  have  come,  throughout  our 
entire  history,  the  great  warriors  in  the  battle 
to  extend  human  freedom.  Where  their 
cause  was  just,  they  have  prevailed.  As  long 
as  that  road  is  open  to  those  who  wage  daily 
struggles  for  civil  rights,  they  have  an  obli- 
gation to  follow  it.  And  most  of  them,  I 
believe,  are  following  it.  Any  other  course 
will  place  in  question  the  entire,  centuries- 
old  tradition  of  peaceful  settlement  of  man's 
just  claims  to  liberty.  Once  we  have  de- 
stroyed the  fabric  of  this  tradition,  then  the 
liberties  of  all  of  us  are  in  danger. 

And  where  we  have  had  reports  of  vio- 
lence such  as  we  have  had  in  Philadelphia, 
Miss.,  and  such  as  we  have  had  of  the  kill- 
ing of  a  lieutenant  colonel  on  Federal  travel 
returning  from  his  training  course  this  sum- 
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mer,*  the  Federal  Government  has  imme- 
diately sent  to  the  scene  investigative  forces 
to  cooperate  with  the  bureau  of  investigation 
of  the  State  and  the  local  officials,  and  we 
are  going  to  leave  no  stone  unturned  until 
we  find  the  answers  to  those  heinous  crimes. 

I  am  now  ready  for  questions. 

[6.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  your  mention  of 
hate  organizations  leads  to  another  ques- 
tion. In  the  wake  of  the  Republican  Con- 
vention in  San  Francisco,  Governor  Rocke- 
feller last  night  issued  a  statement  in  which 
he  took  issue  with  Senator  Goldwater's  ref- 
erences to  extremism  and  moderation,  and 
Governor  Rockefeller  said  that  the  extre- 
mism of  communism,  the  Ku  Klux  Klan 
and  the  John  Birch  Society,  for  example,  had 
always  been  claimed  by  these  groups  to  be 
in  the  defense  of  liberty. 

When  you  speak  of  hate  organizations, 
sir,  are  you  referring,  say,  specifically  to  the 
Ku  Klux  Klan  or  the  Birch  Society,  and 
how  did  you  react  to  the  way  this  subject  was 
treated  in  San  Francisco? 

THE  PRESIDENT.  I  refer  to  all  hate  organi- 
zations under  whatever  name  they  mask 
and  prowl  and  spread  their  venom.  I  am 
not  one  who  believes  that  the  end  justifies 
the  means. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  referring  back  to  Mr. 
Smith's  question.  Governor  Rockefeller  and 
also  Governor  Brown  of  California  said  they 
were  disturbed  that  the  effect  of  the  state- 
ment by  Senator  Goldwater  would  be  to 
encourage  these  extremist  groups  who  think 
of  their  own  cause  as  in  pursuit  of  liberty 
as  they  see  it.  Are  you  concerned  about 
such  an  effect? 

THE  PRESIDENT.  I  have  Stated  it  as  clearly 
as  I  know  how,  my  viewpoint  in  connec- 

*Lt.  Col.  Lemuel  A.  Penn  of  the  Army  Reserve, 
a  Negro  educator,  was  shot  while  driving  along  the 
highway  near  Athens,  Ga.,  on  July  ii,  while  return- 
ing to  Washington  after  2  weeks*  training  at  Fort 
Benning,  Ga. 


tion  with  the  terror  and  with  hate  organi- 
zations, and  with  the  theory  that  the  end 
justifies  the  means. 

I  have  stated  it  on  the  floor  of  the  Senate. 
I  criticized  Senator  McCarthy  ^  for  the  prac- 
tices he  employed.  I  voted  to  censure  him, 
as  did  every  Democrat  who  was  present  at 
that  time,  for  some  of  the  practices  along  that 
line.  And  I  have  tried  to  make  known  my 
record  clearly  in  the  statements  I  have  made 
this  morning. 

I  condemn,  as  most  Americans  do,  anyone 
taking  the  law  in  their  hands  or  anyone  or- 
ganizing for  the  purpose  of  hate  and  divid- 
ing his  fellow  man  and  practicing  upon  the 
prejudices  and  playing  upon  the  prejudices 
of  the  people  of  this  country. 

I  am  not  going  to  start  passing  personal 
opinions  on  the  expressions  of  the  other 
party  and  the  other  candidate  at  this  point 
because  I  think  the  American  people  are  per- 
fectly careful  and  prudent  people  and  they 
can  very  well  judge  those  matters  themselves. 

I  certainly  don't  want  to  get  into  any 
argument  between  the  members  of  the  other 
parties.  They  have  their  own  problems,  as 
I  told  you  before,  and  I  am  not  going  to 
spread  any  hate  or  any  rumor  about  them. 

[7.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  even  though  Sen- 
ator Goldwater  said  he  would  not  indulge  in 
personalities  in  the  campaign,  you  have  al- 
ready been  called  a  phony  and  a  faker  and 
Governor  Brown  has  declared  that  the 
stench  of  Fascism  is  in  the  air.  Are  you 
looking  forward  to  a  real  dirty  campaign.? 

THE  PRESIDENT.  No,  I  dou't  anticipate,  so 
far  as  the  Democratic  Party  is  concerned, 
that  there  will  be  anything  about  our  cam- 
paign that  is  dirty  or  there'll  be  any  mud- 
slinging.  I  think  we  will  try  to  present  a 
positive  program  to  the  American  people 
and  let  them  judge  the  proposals  presented 


^Former     Senator     Joseph     R.     McCarthy     of 
Wisconsin. 
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to  them  by  the  other  party  and  then  choose 
which  party  they  think  is  best  for  their 
country. 

[8.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  can  you  give  us 
any  indications  when  the  Warren  report 
might  be  released,  sir? 

THE  PRESIDENT.  No.  That  is  a  Presiden- 
tial commission.  I  asked  the  Chief  Justice 
and  other  members  to  serve  on  it.  They 
have  been  at  it  for  a  good  while.  They  are 
very  insistent  that  they  pursue  every  possible 
lead.  When  their  report  is  completed,  I 
assume  they  will  submit  it  to  the  President 
and  at  that  time  I  will  be  very  glad  to  review 
it  carefully  and  make  such  decision  as  I  may 
feel  the  national  interest  requires. 

[9.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  have  you  been  in 
further  communication  with  Senator  Gold- 
water  about  possible  intelligence  briefings 
now  that  he  has  the  nomination? 

THE  PRESIDENT.  No,  I  have  not,  but  they 
are  available  to  him,  as  I  stated  before,  and 
I  think  from  time  to  time  he  has  received 
certain  briefings  in  his  capacity  as  a  major 
general.  But  I  will  be  very  happy  for  Mr. 
McCone,  the  Director  of  CIA,  to  brief  him 
at  any  time  that  he  cares  to  be  briefed. 

[10.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  Senator  Gold- 
water  said  the  issue  of  crime  and  violence 
in  the  streets  should  be  a  major  campaign 
issue.  Do  you  regard  this  as  a  proper  area 
of  Federal  responsibility? 

THE  PRESIDENT.  Well,  I  think  that  I  should 
remind  all  of  you  that  the  United  States  is 
one  of  the  few  nations  which  does  not  have  a 
national  police  force.  The  Constitution  pro- 
vides that  responsibility  for  law  and  order 
should  be  vested  in  the  States  and  in  the 
local  communities,  for  the  protection  of  the 
individual. 

I  would  be  interested  in  seeing  the  other 
party  spell  out  what  some  of  you  seem  to  feel 
is  a  serious  takeover  of  local  law  enforce- 
ment, because  I  think  all  of  us  realize  it  has 


the  gravest  implications.  I  think  it  would 
be  of  utmost  concern  to  those  who  believe 
that  the  Federal  Government's  general  police 
power  should  be  limited  to  interstate  mat- 
ters and  situations  where  the  States'  ability 
to  maintain  law  and  order  has  broken  down. 

If  we  were  to  give  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment the  responsibility  for  all  law  enforce- 
ment, in  the  cities  and  towns,  even  here  in 
the  hill  country,  I  would  think  that  the  peo- 
ple would  believe  that  it  would  do  more 
than  anything  else  to  concentrate  power  in 
Washington.  I  read  from  some  of  my  col- 
umnist friends,  and  some  of  the  front  pages 
of  the  newspapers,  and  I  see  on  TV,  where 
some  people  are  very  much  opposed  to  con- 
centrating any  further  power  in  Washington. 

So  far  as  we  are  concerned,  we  are  going 
to  urge  State  and  local  governments  to  halt 
terrorism  and  to  continue  their  law  enforce- 
ment, and  where  it  is  inadequate,  the  Fed- 
eral Government  will  always  promptly  as- 
sist local  authorities  to  maintain  order  as 
long  as  the  lives  and  the  security  of  our 
fellow  citizens  are  in  danger. 

[11.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  in  view  of  the 
political  campaigns  coming  up,  what  future 
do  you  foresee  for  the  rest  of  your  legisla- 
tive program  if  the  Republicans  engage  in 
any  footdragging? 

THE  PRESIDENT.  We  will  have  our  difficul- 
ties ahead,  without  any  doubt.  We  have  had 
a  very  good  year,  however.  We  have  a  good 
deal  of  our  program  behind  us. 

When  we  last  met  here  at  the  ranch  before 
this  session  of  Congress,  we  all  felt  at  that 
time  that  if  we  could  pass  a  good  tax  bill  it 
would  help  our  economy  along,  and  if  we 
could  pass  the  civil  rights  bill  that  we  would 
consider  that  we  had  a  pretty  good  session. 

We  have  passed  the  tax  bill;  we  have 
finally  passed  the  civil  rights  bill.  We  have 
passed  the  farm  bill.  We  have  passed  the 
International   Development   Act — the   idea 
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that  had  such  great  diflSculty  and  was  de- 
feated on  the  first  go-round. 

Before  we  adjourn,  I  hope  to  conclude 
many  other  bills  that  are  now  in  conference. 
There  are  some  six  or  eight  in  conference. 

I  would  hope  that  we  can  get  action  on 
the  food  stamp  plan,  and  the  pay  bill,  the 
poverty  bill,  the  Appalachia  bill,  and  I  be- 
lieve that  already  we  have  one  of  the  best 
records  of  any  Congress. 

I  am  planning  to  ask  the  Members  of 
Congress  and  their  wives  to  come  to  the 
White  House  before  the  convention  just  to 
give  a  salute  to  the  Congress  and  honor  this 
Congress  for  the  fine  work  it  has  done.  I 
hope  by  the  time  we  have  that  meeting  we 
will  have  some  additional  measures  to  tack 
up  on  the  wall. 

[12.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  I  wonder  if  you 
feel,  sir,  that  Senator  Goldwater's  rather 
bellicose  statements  on  attitude  toward  the 
Communists  and  our  foreign  policy  in  gen- 
eral has  increased  the  difficulties  of  this 
Government  in  its  relations  with  its  allies 
abroad? 

THE  PRESIDENT.  My  experience  has  been 
that  we  must  be  very  cautious  in  formulating 
the  policy  of  our  country  in  relation  to  the 
other  some  130  nations  in  the  world.  And 
I  think  that  we  are  going  to  have  a  simple 
issue  this  year  that  the  American  people  can 
decide  which  men  and  which  party  can  best 
meet  the  the  responsibilities  of  conducting 
the  Nation's  foreign  relations.  I  think  you 
will  find  that  there  will  be  a  very  different 
viewpoint  expressed  in  that  regard. 

I  am  not  in  a  position  to  honestly  and 
accurately  estimate  what  reaction  other  peo- 
ple may  have  to  what  some  folks  say.  My 
experience  has  been  that  what  men  say  is 
always  more  revealing  about  themselves  than 
it  is  about  other  people.  But  I  have  every 
confidence  that  the  Democratic  Party  will 
talk  about  its  record  and  will  explain  fully, 


through  the  President,  the  Secretary  of  State, 
and  all  the  facilities  of  this  Government, 
what  it  proposes  to  do  about  meeting  the 
issues  that  concern  our  relations  with  other 
nations. 

I  would  hope  that  the  other  party  will 
campaign  in  the  same  spirit,  because  I  want 
to  point  out  that  what  Democrats  think 
about  Republicans,  and  what  I  might  think 
about  Senator  Goldwater,  is  of  secondary 
importance  and  impresses  very  few  people, 
I  think,  except  the  partisans. 

What  is  important,  I  think,  is  what  each 
party  thinks  about  America  and  what  the 
leadership  of  each  party  offers  to  the  Amer- 
ican people  and  to  the  rest  of  the  world. 
I  believe  the  American  people  will  take  the 
recommendations  and  the  various  statements 
made  by  both  candidates,  weigh  them  care- 
fully, and  determine  which  man  they  think 
will  be  the  more  responsible,  more  construc- 
tive, more  enlightened,  and  more  intelligent 
in  trying  to  bring  peace  to  this  world. 

I  have  not  the  slightest  doubt  but  what 
the  uppermost  problem  in  the  mind  of 
every  American  and  in  the  mind  of  most 
people  of  the  world  is  how  to  learn  to  live 
with  our  fellow  man  and  how  to  achieve 
peace  in  this  period  in  which  we  live.  As 
long  as  I  am  permitted  to  hold  the  office 
that  I  now  occupy,  no  single  statement  of 
mine  and  no  single  act  of  mine  is  going 
to  be  in  the  direction  of  provoking  war. 
I  am  going  to  utilize  every  resource  at  the 
command  of  the  Federal  Government  and 
all  of  its  people,  and  command  the  intelli- 
gence of  all  the  people  of  both  parties  to  try 
to  find  the  road  to  peace. 

We  have  difficulties  that  appear  every  day 
in  our  relations  with  i  co-odd  other  nations, 
just  as  we  do  in  relations  with  our  neigh- 
bors here  up  the  road  and  down  the  road 
and  down  the  river.  But  I  prefer  to  try  to 
reason  out  those  problems,  talk  them  out 
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be  prepared  to  defend  ourselves  at  all  times. 
But  I  would  hope  that  no  other  nation 
would  think  that  we  are  a  nation  of  war- 
mongers and  that  we  have  any  evil  designs 
on  conquest  or  domination. 

Reporter:  Thank  you,  Mr.  President. 

THE  PRESIDENT.  Did  you  get  in  your  full 
15  or  20  questions? 


Q.  If  you  have  some  answers  that  we 
don't  have  questions  for 

THE  PRESIDENT.  I  don't  waut  any  of  you 
to  feel  left  out. 

Q.  We  think  you  did  very  well. 

note:  President  Johnson's  twenty-second  news  con- 
ference was  held  at  the  LBJ  Ranch,  Johnson  City, 
Tex.,  at   10:03   a.m.  on  Saturday,  July   18,   1964. 


463     Statement  by  the  President  on  the  U.S.  Economy. 
]uly  18,  1964 


1.  After-tax  income 

— Because  of  some  revisions  in  the  ist 
quarter,  the  advance  in  after-tax  income  in 
the  2d  quarter  turns  out  to  be  $12  billion, 
the  biggest  gain  of  any  quarter  in  history. 

— So  both  the  quarter-to-quarter  gain  of 
$12  billion  and  the  year-to-year  gain  of  $32^ 
billion  are  all-time  records. 
This  year-to-year  gain  in  after-tax  income 
breaks  down  into  $556  per  family  of  4. 

2.  Weekly  retail  sales 

— Retail  store  sales  for  the  week  ended 
July  II  were  up  8  percent  from  a  year  ago. 

— The  rise  over  a  year  ago  averaged  ^Yz 
percent  for  the  2  weeks  ending  July  11,  bet- 
tering the  6.2  percent  year-to-year  rise  for 
the  month  of  June,  and  the  5.4  percent  year- 
to-year  rise  for  the  first  half  of  1964. 

3.  Housing  starts 

Private  nonfarm  starts,  after  declining  for 
2  months,  rose  in  June  to  a  seasonally  ad- 
justed rate  of  1.5  million  units. 

— ^4.8  percent  above  May, 

— making  June  the  nth  month  out  of  the 
last  12  that  starts  have  been  at,  or  above  a 
strong  I V2  million  rate. 

4.  Detroit  employment  gains 

The  city  of  Detroit  has  had  such  good  em- 
ployment gains  that  it  is  now  off  the  de- 
pressed areas  list. 

Estimated  unemployment  for  the  city  fell 


to  4.6  percent  (not  seasonally  corrected)  in 
May,  down  from  6.0  percent  last  May. 

Detroit  is  a  striking  example  of  our  ex- 
pansion of  the  past  3  years.  Their  unem- 
ployment was 

— 15.5  percent  for  1961,  against  6.j  per- 
cent for  the  U.S. 

— 9.6  percent  for  1962,  against  5.6  per- 
cent for  the  U.S. 

— 7.0  percent  for  1963,  against  5.7  percent 
fortheU.S. 

— ^4.6  percent  for  May  1964,  against  4.9 
percent  for  the  U.S. 

So  rising  demand  (mainly  for  autos)  can 
and  does  create  jobs — stronger  markets  and 
incentives  generated  by  the  tax  cut  are 
bringing  the  national  unemployment  rate 
down  too  (as  Secretary  Wirtz's  new  figures 
made  so  clear  yesterday). 

5.  Manufacturers'  new  orders 

New  orders  for  durable  goods  in  June: 
— fell  1.3  percent  from  May  (seasonally 
corrected), 
— but  were  12.2  percent  above  last  June. 

6.  Real  GNP  and  our  fine  price  stability 
To  get  a  picture  of  how  much  real  GNP 

advances,  an  overall  price  index  used  for  this 
purpose  is  called  the  "GNP  deflator."  It 
rose  only  0.3  percent  in  the  2d  quarter,  as 
against  an  average  of  0.5  percent  in  the 
previous  4  quarters. 
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This  means  that  the  advance  in  real  GNP 
from  a  year  ago  was  5.2  percent,  the  best 
advance  in  nearly  2  years. 

This  is  one  piece  of  evidence  that  there's 
no  overheating,  or  inflation,  in  response  to 
the  tax  cut. 


— ^From  February  to  June,  the  wholesale 
price  index  fell  0.4  percent. 

— From  February  to  May,  the  consumer 
price  index  rose  only  0.2  percent. 

— Both  our  own  surveys  and  private  sur- 
veys show  very  little  expectation  of  price 
increases  by  businessmen. 


464    The  President's  Toast  at  a  Luncheon  for  Prime  Minister 
Holyoake  of  New  Zealand.    ]uly  20,  1964 


Mr,  Prime  Minister,  distinguished  guests: 

It  is  a  great  pleasure  to  welcome  to  this 
house  of  the  American  people  one  of  their 
very  good  friends — and  also  one  of  the  free 
world's  most  stalwart  citizens  and  leaders. 

Many  miles  of  ocean  separate  our  two 
lands. 

But  many  bonds  of  common  purpose  have 
made  our  two  peoples  one  in  devotion  and 
dedication  to  freedom. 

I  am  sure  that  no  one  will  misread  the 
meaning  of  the  unity  expressed  by  New  Zea- 
land, Australia,  and  the  United  States  in  the 
ANZUS  Council  meeting  which  brought 
our  friend,  the  Prime  Minister,  to  our 
country. 

On  all  matters  of  concern,  we  stand 
together  as  one. 

I  need  not  reaffirm  what  is  not  in  doubt  or 
in  question.  But  I  would  repeat,  Mr.  Prime 
Minister,  that  the  United  States  will  keep 
its  commitments  in  the  Southwest  Pacific. 
We  will  keep  our  commitments  around  the 
world.  We  will  stand  firm  until  freedom  is 
secure  and  until  peace  is  assured. 

I  congratulate  you,  Mr.  Prime  Minister, 
and  all  the  participants  in  the  ANZUS  meet- 
ing on  the  achievements  of  this  vital  and 
vigorous  alliance. 

We  are  especially  grateful  that  the  oc- 
casion of  that  meeting  brings  you  back  to 
Washington  after  an  interval  of  nearly  2 


years.  I  know  that  you  must  be  reluctant 
to  leave  your  beautiful  land — and  your  farm 
on  which  so  much  of  your  life  has  been 
spent. 

Having  just  returned  from  my  own  farm 
after  2  days  there,  I  assure  you  that  I  un- 
derstand your  feelings.  Much  as  I  should 
like  to  talk  to  you  today  about  agriculture, 
there  are  other  subjects  on  which  I  think 
I  might  learn  from  you  just  now. 

The  Prime  Minister — like  myself — spent 
some  25  or  26  years  in  his  country's  Parlia- 
ment before  coming  to  his  present  post 
in  i960.  What  is  of  particular  interest  to 
me — in  an  academic  sense,  of  course — ^is  his 
record  last  year.  When  he  stood  for  a  sec- 
ond elective  term,  he  was  returned  to  office 
with  a  Parliamentary  majority  only  one  vote 
less  than  in  the  first  term. 

Mr.  Prime  Minister,  we  are  very  proud  to 
welcome  you  today  as  a  friend,  as  the  great 
leader  of  a  staunch  and  valued  ally  for  free- 
dom, and  as  an  untiring  coworker  in  the 
quest  for  peace  on  this  earth. 

So  I  ask  my  friends  who  have  gathered 
here  with  me  today  to  join  me  in  a  toast — 
to  our  eminent  friend,  the  Right  Honorable 
Keith  Holyoake,  the  Prime  Minister  of 
New  Zealand. 

note:  The  President  proposed  die  toast  at  a 
luncheon  in  the  State  Dining  Room  at  the  White 
House.  The  text  of  Prime  Minister  Holyoake's  re- 
sponse was  not  released. 
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465    Remarks  to  the  American  Field  Service  Students. 
]uly  20,  1964 


I  SUPPOSE  I  should  introduce  myself. 
Well,  I  am  the  father  of  Lynda  and  Luci 
Johnson — and  I  am  known  as  the  man  who 
is  the  White  House  dogs'  best  friend. 

It  is  good  to  have  you  here  at  the  White 
House  with  us  this  evening.  We  have  been 
very  much  in  doubt  all  afternoon  about 
whether  the  weather  would  permit. 

Nothing  makes  a  house  happier  than 
young  people — and  this  house  is  a  very  happy 
home  right  now  with  all  of  you  here  on 
our  lawn. 

I  know  that  during  the  past  year  each  of 
you  has  made  life  much  happier,  much  more 
rewarding  for  the  American  families  with 
whom  you  have  lived.  I  hope  that  you  will 
take  back  to  your  own  lands  even  half  as 
much  enrichment  as  you  are  leaving  behind 
in  our  land. 

You  have  been  in  the  United  States  during 
a  year  that  history  will  never  forget — and 
that  I  think  you  will  always  remember. 
You  have  seen  our  system — and  our  people — 
tested  by  a  terrible  tragedy.  But  you  have 
also  seen  that  system  and  this  people  re- 
spond nobly — respond  with  great  courage 
and  with  great  commonsense. 

I  believe  there  is  an  example  in  this  for  all 
the  rest  of  the  world. 

People  in  other  countries  sometimes  for- 
get what  we  in  America  can  never  forget: 
that  America  has  been  built  by  sons  and 
daughters  of  every  continent  and  every 
country. 

Men  may  try  to  tell  you  that  peace  among 
nations  and  neighbors  is  not  possible — ^that 
old  animosities  can  never  be  forgotten — that 
old  suspicions  and  prejudices  can  never  be 
overcome — that  old  rivalries  and  struggles 
can  never  be  laid  aside. 


When  any  tell  you  that,  then  you  tell  them 
of  America, 

Because  here  in  this  diverse  land  of  190 
million  people — ^people  with  the  blood  of 
your  own  ancestors  in  their  veins — have  for- 
gotten and  have  overcome  and  have  laid 
aside  the  divisions  of  the  past. 

We  live  together  today  in  50  States  as  one 
people — one  people,  united  and  indivisible. 

If  such  unity  can  be  accomplished  here,  it 
can  be  accomplished  everywhere.  And  we 
believe  that  you  will — ^in  your  own  times — 
be  leaders  for  peace  and  justice  around  the 
world. 

I  don't  know  what  impressions  you  may 
have  brought  here — or  what  impressions  you 
may  be  taking  away  now. 

But  I  do  hope  that  you  will  convey  to  your 
families  and  your  friends  and  your  fellow 
countrymen  one  fact  about  America.  That 
almost  nobody  in  America  thinks  that  much 
in  America  is  as  good  as  it  should  or  could 
be — even,  sometimes,  including  its  Presi- 
dent! 

Free  expression,  self-criticism,  constant 
self-examination  are  the  great  strengths  of 
free  peoples — and  are  the  great  sources  of 
the  energy  from  which  progress  comes. 

You  have  seen  this  process  at  work  this 
year.  We  have  been  dealing  with  problems 
in  our  society  which  have  existed  100  years 
or  more.  But  we  are  making  progress — to- 
ward fulfilling  the  rights  of  all  the  people, 
toward  opening  greater  opportunity,  toward 
building  better  cities,  toward  building  a  more 
prosperous  economy,  toward  making  life 
better  for  people. 

So  America  is  not  an  old,  contented,  com- 
placent land — ready  to  stand  still.  America 
is  young — as  you  are  young — with  its  future 
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before  it,  as  your  future  is  before  you. 

Your  land  and  this  land  have  much  to  do 
together. 

I  am  sure  you  will  be  leaders  in  those  great 
works. 

On  this  happy  evening,  I  know  there  is 
in  the  hearts  of  all  of  us  one  note  of  sadness. 
One  week  ago  today  the  man  who  had  done 
so  much  for  40  years  to  foster  and  to  nurture 
this  program  passed  away  in  his  sleep — Di- 
rector General  Stephen  Gallati. 

Mr.  Gallati  was  a  most  remarkable  Amer- 
ican— and  quite  a  remarkable  citizen  of  the 
world.  Through  the  fruits  of  this  program, 
his  influence  will  live  on  for  many  genera- 
tions yet  to  come. 

And   so   tonight,   before   I   conclude,    I 


would  like  to  announce  that  I  am  conferring 
upon  Mr.  Stephen  Gallati,  Sr.,  a  Presidential 
Citation.    The  citation  reads  as  follows: 

"Trusted  Counselor,  Friend,  and  Inspira- 
tion for  Young  People  Throughout  the 
World,  he  selflessly  devoted  his  life  to  the 
cause  of  Peace  by  laboring  tirelessly  to  foster 
understanding  today  among  the  youth  who 
will  lead  the  nations  of  the  world  tomorrow." 

If  Mr.  Gallati's  son,  Stephen,  Jr.,  will 
come  forward,  I  would  like  to  present  this 
Presidential  Citation  to  him  at  this  time. 

note:  The  President  spoke  on  the  South  Lawn  at 
the  White  House.  The  group  was  composed  of  some 
3,000  exchange  students,  representing  59  countries, 
who  had  completed  their  senior  year  in  high  schools 
in  the  United  States  and  were  preparing  to  return 
to  their  homes. 


466    Letter  to  the  Speaker  Transmitting  Supplemental 

Appropriations  Request  for  Civil  Rights.    July  20,  1964 


Sir: 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith 
for  the  consideration  of  the  Congress  pro- 
posed supplemental  appropriations  for  the 
fiscal  year  1965  in  the  amount  of  $13,088,000 
to  support  programs  authorized  by  the  Civil 
Rights  Act  of  1964. 

The  details  of  these  proposed  appropria- 
tions are  set  forth  in  the  attached  letter  from 
the  Director  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Budget, 
vv^ith  whose  comments  and  observations 
thereon  I  concur. 

Passage  of  the  Civil  Rights  Act  will  earn 
for  the  88th  Congress  a  place  of  honor  among 
those  who  have  fought  for  human  dignity 
in  our  history.  By  enacting  this  Charter,  the 
Congress  has  assured  that  we  shall  achieve 
ultimate  victory  in  the  long  struggle  to  guar- 
antee the  fundamental  rights  of  every  Amer- 
ican citizen. 

I  am  sure  that  the  Congress  which  en- 
acted this  Charter  will  wish  promptly  to  pro- 


vide the  funds  necessary  to  implement  it. 
Though  some  activities  can  and  will  be 
started  immediately  without  additional 
financing,  money  is  needed  to  support  pro- 
grams to  increase  popular  understanding  of 
the  law,  to  provide  help  in  coping  with  the 
problems  caused  by  its  initial  impact,  and 
to  increase  the  Federal  Government's  ca- 
pacity to  enforce  it.  The  modest  request 
I  make  today  will  allow  us  to  begin  these 
vital  tasks. 

I  wish  to  emphasize  the  importance  I  at- 
tach to  early  action  on  this  request.  The 
more  prompdy  we  are  able  to  make  effec- 
tive the  Act's  protections,  the  sooner  jus- 
tice will  be  provided  to  all  our  citizens  in 
the  manner  prescribed  by  the  Constitution. 
To  delay  that  justice  would  be  to  deny  it. 
Respectfully  yours, 

Lyndon  B.  Johnson 

[The  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives] 
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note:  The  Supplemental  Appropriations  Act,  1965, 
was  approved  by  the  President  on  October  7,  1964 
(Public  Law  88-635,  78  Stat.  1023). 


The  letter  from  the  Director  of  the  Bureau  of  the 
Budget  was  also  released. 


467    Remarks  at  the  Defense  Department  Cost  Reduction 
Week  Ceremony.    ]uly  21,  1964 


Secretary  McNamara,  Secretary  Vance,  Serv- 
ice Secretaries,  valued  members  of  the  Joint 
Chiefs  of  Staff,  devoted  employees  of  the 
United  States  Government: 

When  Secretary  McNamara  invited  me 
here  several  weeks  ago,  I  don't  know  what 
he  knew  that  I  didn't  know  at  that  time, 
but  needless  to  say  I  am  happy  to  arrive  at 
the  Pentagon  on  the  day  after  the  Senate 
unanimously  approved  the  military  pay  in- 
crease bill. 

We  expect  the  House  to  act  favorably 
shortly,  but  we  will  withhold  our  "well 
done"  to  the  Congress  until  that  bill  is 
signed  by  the  President. 

It  is  good  to  see  all  of  you  and  to  be  with 
you  here  today.  I  want  to  express  my  grati- 
tude to  your  computers  for  giving  you  time 
ofl  to  attend  these  ceremonies. 

The  Secretary  is  under  instructions  to 
watch  costs  closely  these  days,  but  I  will  use 
what  influence  I  have  to  see  that  this  hour 
is  not  charged  against  your  annual  leave. 

Last  December  I  attempted  to  impress 
upon  all  the  officers  of  the  Cabinet  that  I 
expected  each  of  them  to  personally  do  his 
full  share  in  holding  the  line  on  Government 
spending.  Specifically,  I  said  at  that  time: 
"Your  budgets  should  reflect  economies  from 
better  management  and  higher  productivity, 
resulting  from  improved  methods,  pro- 
cedures, organization,  and  employee  incen- 
tive." 

A  good  manager  can  do  all  of  this.  The 
response  throughout  the  Government  has 
more  than  justified  my  belief  that  our  Fed- 
eral Government  is  staffed  with  many  very 


good  managers,  both  civilian  and  military. 

The  line  has  been  held  on  spending.  It  is 
still  being  held  today  and  nowhere  was  that 
challenge  more  difficult  than  here  in  your 
Defense  Department.  Nowhere  has  that 
challenge  been  met  more  effectively  or  more 
responsibly. 

Secretary  McNamara's  report  to  me  a  few 
days  ago  tells  an  impressive  story. 

In  the  fiscal  year  of  1964  your  Department 
realized  savings  of  $2^/2  billion,  and  those 
savings  are  at  least  $1  billion  more  than  had 
been  forecast. 

But  that  is  not  the  whole  story.  Our  mili- 
tary muscle  has  grown  while  budgetary  fat 
has  been  trimmed  away. 

As  Secretary  McNamara  reported  to  me, 
in  the  last  3  years  we  have  attained  the 
following: 

First,  150  percent  increase  in  the  number 
of  nuclear  warheads  in  the  Strategic  Alert 
Force. 

Second,  a  60  percent  increase  in  the  tac- 
tical nuclear  forces  deployed  in  Western 
Europe. 

Third,  a  45  percent  increase  in  the  number 
of  combat  ready  Army  divisions. 

Fourth,  a  75  percent  increase  in  airlift 
capability. 

Fifth,  a  100  percent  increase  in  general 
ship  construction  and  conversion  to  modern- 
ize our  Navy;  and 

Sixth,  an  800  percent  increase  in  the 
special  forces  trained  to  deal  with  threats 
of  counterinsurgency. 

This  is  by  every  standard  a  record  of  which 
each  of  you  can  be  proud  and  for  which 
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all  of  your  Nation  is  grateful. 

But  this  record  has  not  been  achieved  and 
could  not  have  been  achieved  merely  by  or- 
ders and  edicts  from  the  top.  That  is  the  real 
reason  that  I  came  over  here  this  morning. 
I  believe  that  the  other  departments  and 
agencies  and  the  people  of  this  country 
should  all  know^  v^hat  your  able  Secretary, 
Mr.  McNamara,  has  emphasized  to  me  on 
many  occasions. 

In  1962  and  again  in  1963  many  of  the 
very  substantial  cost  savings  came  from  the 
upper  echelons  of  this  Department. 

In  1964  he  tells  me  the  reverse  is  true. 
Cost  consciousness  has  permeated  through- 
out the  Pentagon  and  throughout  all  of 
our  Commands. 

We  are  today  being  literally  flooded  with 
thousands  of  suggestions  from  individual 
military  and  civilian  personnel  in  the  Com- 
mands in  the  lower  units.  This  is  a  whole- 
some and  very  hopeful  development. 

So,  I  came  here  this  morning  to  thank  you 
and  to  congratulate  you  for  the  example  you 
are  offering  the  Nation  and  the  record  that 
you  are  making  for  your  country. 

I  have  tried  to  set  an  example.  I  shall 
continue  to  do  so. 

I  remember  what  the  head  of  another 
government  once  said  long  ago,  and  I  quote: 
"I  would  rather  have  the  people  laugh  at 
my  economies  than  weep  for  my  extrava- 
gance." 

Budget  levels  cannot  be  changed  drasti- 
cally overnight  either  by  cutting  out  the 
lights  or  waving  a  wand.  Every  thinking 
citizen  knows  this,  but  attitudes  can  be 
changed,  and  attitudes  toward  budgeting 
and  attitudes  toward  public  spending,  and 
every  thinking  citizen  in  or  out  of  our  Gov- 
ernment knows  that  it  is  time  for  many  old 
attitudes  to  be  changed. 

We  are  the  richest  nation  in  the  history 
of  the  world.    We  can  afford  to  spend  what- 


ever is  needed  to  keep  this  country  safe  and 
to  keep  our  freedom  secure.  And  we  shall 
do  just  that. 

But  we  cannot  afford  to  spend  one  dollar 
more  than  is  absolutely  necessary,  because 
we  have  other  needs  to  meet  with  those  dol- 
lars— public  needs  and  private  needs. 

We  of  the  United  States  keep  a  courageous 
vigil  of  peace  around  the  world,  but  there 
are  also  vigils  of  justice  and  vigils  of  prog- 
ress and  vigils  of  decency  that  we  must  keep 
here  at  home. 

If  we  are  to  do  that,  you  and  I  and  all  of 
us  who  hold  the  public  trust  must  keep  a 
closer  vigil  and  a  more  courageous  vigil  on 
the  public  purse. 

I  think  now  we  have  come  to  the  point 
to  present  the  awards  to  the  men  and  women 
of  the  Defense  Department  who  have  kept 
that  vigil  and  have  done  just  that  and  there- 
by have  set  an  example  for  all  of  us. 

[After  the  presentation  of  the  awards  the  President 
resumed  speaking. 1 

This  has  been  a  most  refreshing  and  stim- 
ulating morning  for  me.  I  am  proud  to 
meet  and  to  congratulate  some  of  those  who 
are  responsible  for  the  very  great  economies 
that  have  been  reflected  in  this  report. 

One  aspect  of  that  report  gave  me  very 
special  pleasure,  and  that  is  the  goal  that  you 
have  set  for  the  future:  your  goal  of  saving 
$4,600  million  a  year,  each  year,  every  year. 
That  goal  may  seem  unattainable.  Not  too 
many  months  ago  the  prospect  of  saving  an 
extra  $1  billion  would  have  seemed  unattain- 
able for  fiscal  1964.  But  I  believe  that  you 
will  reach  that  goal,  and  I  believe  you  will 
exceed  it. 

Soft  budgets  do  not  build  a  strong  Amer- 
ica. Flabby  fiscal  practices  are  enemies  not 
only  of  our  muscle  and  our  might;  they  are 
enemies  of  mental  capabilites  and  moral 
concepts. 
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I  thank  you  and  all  who  worked  with  you 
for  the  great  job  that  you  are  doing  to  defend 
freedom  and  to  preserve  peace. 

Now  I  must  go  back  across  the  river  to 
see  what  I  can  do  to  secure  some  other 
things — both  the  military  and  civilian  pay 
bill — through  the  Congress. 

note:  The  President  spoke  in  midmorning  on  the 
concourse  at  the  Pentagon  building.  In  his  open- 
ing words  he  referred  to  Secretary  of  Defense  Robert 
S.  McNamara  and  Deputy  Secretary  of  Defense 
Cyrus  R.  Vance. 

As  announced  by  the  White  House  on  July  13, 
Defense  Cost  Reduction  Week  (July  20-25)  had 
a  twofold  purpose:  (i)  to  recognize  the  efforts  of 
civilian    and    military    personnel    in    the    Defense 


establishment  throughout  the  world  who  had  con- 
tributed to  the  $2.5  billion  savings  accomplished 
in  fiscal  year  1964,  and  (2)  to  concentrate  attention 
on  the  actions  required  to  attain  in  the  coming 
months  the  savings  goal  of  $4.6  billion. 

At  the  ceremony  4  military  ofi&cers  and  15  civilian 
employees  of  the  Defense  establishment  were  honored 
with  special  recognition  Certificates  of  Merit,  the 
first  to  be  presented  following  a  White  House 
announcement  on  May  21  that  special  Presidential 
citations  would  be  awarded  during  the  year  to 
Federal  employees  and  governmental  units  respon- 
sible for  achieving  significant  cost  reduction  or 
other  improvements  in  Government  operations. 
Marking  the  loth  year  of  the  Federal  Employees' 
Incentive  Awards  system,  the  awards  offered  ad- 
ditional recognition  and  a  tangible  symbol  of  the 
President's  personal  appreciation. 


468    Statement  by  the  President  on  the  Riots  in 
New  York  City.    ]uly  21,  1964 


FOR  THE  past  3  days  the  Nation  has  been 
shocked  by  reports  of  rioting  and  disorder  in 
the  streets  of  our  largest  and  one  of  our 
proudest  cities. 

The  immediate  overriding  issue  in  New 
York  City  is  the  preservation  of  law  and  or- 
der and  the  right  of  our  citizens  to  respect 
for  their  property  and  to  be  safe  in  their 
person  as  they  walk  or  drive  through  the 
streets.  In  the  preservation  of  law  and  order 
there  can  be  no  compromise — ^just  as  there 
can  be  no  compromise  in  securing  equal 
and  exact  justice  for  all  Americans. 

I  have  called  the  acting  mayor  of  New 
York  City.  I  have  told  him  of  my  willing- 
ness to  cooperate  in  every  way  possible  to 
help  him  in  this  time  of  agony.  Law  en- 
forcement is  basically  the  responsibility  of 
the  Governor,  State  and  local  officials.  The 
acting  mayor  informs  me  that  he  is  aware 
of  all  his  responsibilities  and  is  determined 
to  discharge  them  including  the  full  appli- 
cation of  impartial  justice. 

It  must  be  made  clear  once  and  for  all  that 
violence  and  lawlessness  cannot,  must  not. 


and  will  not  be  tolerated.  In  this  determina- 
tion. New  York  officials  shall  have  all  of  the 
help  that  we  can  give  them.  And  this  in- 
cludes help  in  correcting  the  evil  social  con- 
ditions that  breed  despair  and  disorder. 

American  citizens  have  a  right  to  protec- 
tion of  life  and  limb — whether  driving  along 
a  highway  in  Georgia,  a  road  in  Mississippi, 
or  a  street  in  New  York  City, 

I  believe  that  the  overwhelming  majority 
of  Americans  will  join  in  preserving  law 
and  order  and  reject  resolutely  those  who 
espouse  violence  no  matter  what  the  cause. 

Evils  acts  of  the  past  are  never  rectified 
by  evil  acts  of  the  present.  We  must  put 
aside  the  quarrels  and  the  hatreds  of  bygone 
days;  resolutely  reject  bigotry  and  vengeance; 
and  proceed  to  work  together  toward  our 
national  goals. 

I  have  directed  Mr.  J.  Edgar  Hoover,  Di- 
rector of  the  Federal  Bureau  of  Investigation, 
to  contact  Commissioner  Michael  J.  Mur- 
phy and  the  Governor  of  New  York  and  to 
inform  them  that  we  are  conducting  a  com- 
plete investigation  of  the  possibility  of  viola- 


876 


Lyndon  B.  Johnson,  1^6^-1^64. 


July  22    [470] 


tion  of  Federal  laws  in  connection  with  the 
recent  disturbances  and  offering  them  our 
complete  cooperation. 


note:  For  a  statement  by  the  President  upon  making 
public  an  FBI  report  on  recent  urban  riots,  see  Item 
600. 


469    Remarks  at  the  Swearing  In  of  George  H.  Hearn  as  a  Member 
of  the  Federal  Maritime  Commission*    ]uly  22,  1964 


Mr,  Hearn,  ladies  and  gentlemen: 

There  are  two  methods  for  entering  pub- 
lic office — by  appointment  or  by  election.  I 
was  just  reflecting  here,  Commissioner,  that 
the  method  you  have  followed  has  a  great 
deal  to  commend  it.  Whether  elected  or  ap- 
pointed, the  individual  entering  public  serv- 
ice assumes  a  very  great  trust,  a  very  sacred 
trust. 

I  know  that  Commissioner  Hearn  and 
all  those  who  serve  in  positions  such  as 
this  are  acutely  aware  of  that  responsibility — 
their  responsibility  to  all  the  people  and  cer- 
tainly in  this  instance  to  all  the  free  world. 

This  position  on  the  Maritime  Commis- 
sion is  one  of  far  greater  responsibility  than 
many  public  positions.  As  long  as  there 
has  been  a  United  States  of  America,  our 
maritime  capabilities  have  been  a  vital  part 
of  our  Nation's  success  and  our  prosperity 
and  our  Nation's  influence  throughout  the 
world. 

Today  the  maritime  world  is  a  highly 
competitive  world.  I  want  to  say  that  I  am 
looking  to  Commissioner  Hearn  and  to  his 
colleagues  to  offer  us  real  leadership  in  that 
competitive  world.    I  very  much  want  us 


all  to  do  all  we  can  to  strengthen  the  thrust 
of  this  Nation's  competitiveness,  its  com- 
petitiveness on  the  sealanes  of  the  world's 
oceans. 

I  think  we  are  making  some  progress  in 
increasing  our  trade.  We  are  encouraged  by 
the  gains  last  year  that  we  made,  and  this 
year,  but  those  of  us  who  give  some  thought 
to  these  fields  know  that  we  must  do  a  great 
deal  more  and  we  are  going  to.  One  place 
where  more  can  be  done  is  to  improve  the 
efficiency  of  the  Maritime  Commission,  to 
cut  through  delays  that  impede  the  com- 
petitiveness of  our  shippers,  to  make  deci- 
sions fairly,  justly,  and  most  importantly, 
prompdy. 

You  have  a  big  job  to  do,  Mr.  Commis- 
sioner. Needless  to  say,  you  would  not 
have  been  selected  for  this  office  of  trust  if 
your  outstanding  record  in  private  and  pub- 
lic life  had  not  convinced  me  that  you  were 
the  man  to  do  the  job. 

Congratulations,  and  we  will  now  admin- 
ister the  oath. 

note:  The  ceremony  was  held  at  11:15  a.m.  in  the 
Fish  Room  at  the  White  House. 


470    Remarks  of  Welcome  at  the  White  House  to  Prime 
Minister  Rahman  of  Malaysia.    July  22,  1964 


Mr,  Prime  Minister,  ladies  and  gentlemen: 
It  is  my  great  personal  pleasure  and  my 
privilege  on  behalf  of  the  people  of  America 
to  welcome  you  this  morning  to  the  United 
States. 


We  remember  happily  your  visit  to  our 
country  4  years  ago.  We  are  very  proud  to 
welcome  you  back  again  today,  this  time 
as  the  leader  of  the  new  nation  of  Malaysia. 

Our  two  countries  are  far  removed  from 
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one  another,  but  we  here  in  the  United 
States  are  very  much  aware  of  the  outstand- 
ing leadership  that  you  have  offered  during 
these  midcentury  decades.  We  have  gready 
admired  the  courage  with  which  you  led  your 
native  land  to  a  decisive  victory  over  Com- 
munist terrorism.  We  have  no  less  admired 
and  applauded  the  vision  with  which  you 
have  worked  to  secure  the  blessings  of  liberty 
for  all  of  your  people. 

In  times  of  trial  and  in  times  of  hope,  you 
have  manifested  the  highest  order  of  respon- 
sibility and  foresight  toward  the  best  inter- 
ests of  your  people.  The  impressive  man- 
date of  your  recent  elections  is  a  great  tribute 
from  your  people  to  you. 

For  myself,  I  welcome  this  opportunity  to 
add  through  personal  conversation  to  the 
understanding  already  achieved  by  our  per- 
sonal correspondence. 

Mr.  Prime  Minister,  we  in  America  share 
with  you  and  your  people  the  same  hopes 
for  the  future  and  the  same  devotion  to 
peace  and  the  same  desire  to  see  the  lot  of 
mankind  made  better  throughout  the  world. 
I  am  hopeful  and  I  am  confident  that  our 
discussions  together  will  be  to  the  profit  of 
the  great  cause  in  which  both  of  our  coun- 
tries earnestly  labor  together. 

note:  The  President  spoke  just  before  noon  on  the 
South  Lawn  at  the  White  House  where  Prime  Min- 
ister Tunku  Abdul   Rahman   was  given   a   formal 


welcome   with   full   military   honors.     The   Prime 
Minister  responded  as  follows: 

Mr.  President: 

Thank  you  very  much,  indeed,  for  your  warm 
and  cordial  welcome.  I  have  looked  forward  to 
this  moment  for  some  time,  because  I  am  very  happy 
to  have  the  chance  at  last  to  meet  you  personally. 
It  is  always  a  privilege  to  meet  the  President  of  the 
greatest  democracy  in  the  world,  particularly  when 
you  have  heard  so  much  of  his  work  in  the  cause 
of  freedom  and  peace. 

In  the  past  we  have  had  contacts  through  the 
normal  diplomatic  channels,  but  as  you  have  rightly 
said,  there  is  a  world  of  dift'erence  between  the 
correspondence  and  the  pleasure  of  having  personal 
conversations. 

Remembering  with  heartfelt  pleasure  my  last 
visit  to  the  United  States,  I  have  always  cherished 
the  hope  of  returning  some  day,  so  when  your  invi- 
tation reached  me  I  was  very  happy,  indeed,  to 
accept. 

I  know  that  you  are  rather  preoccupied  with  na- 
tional affairs  at  present,  but  in  spite  of  that  you  were 
good  enough  to  ask  me  to  come  at  this  time.  It 
was  a  considerate  move  on  your  part  and  I  appreciate 
it  most  sincerely. 

I  most  heartily  endorse  the  sentiments  you  have 
expressed  of  our  mutual  hopes  of  peace  and  happiness 
in  the  world.  I  come  from  an  area  of  the  vi^orld  that 
is  beset  with  all  kinds  of  troubles.  To  the  north  there 
is  trouble,  to  the  east  there  is  trouble,  and  now  there 
is  trouble  coming  from  the  south  of  my  country. 
These  troubles  threaten  to  encircle  the  two  countries 
in  southeast  Asia  that  have  so  far  remained  free. 

To  us  small  nations,  America  forever  stands  out 
as  a  pillar  of  hope,  a  guarantor  of  our  rights  as  free 
nations.  Therefore,  Mr.  President,  I  believe  there 
should  be  no  embargoes  on  friendship  and  good  will 
between  men  and  nations. 

I  wish  to  thank  both  you  and  the  American  people, 
and  at  the  same  time  to  convey  the  very  warm  good 
wishes  of  the  nations  and  people  of  Malaysia  to  our 
American  friends. 
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Mr,  Prime  Minister,  Mr.  Secretary,  Mr,  Am- 
bassador, Governor  Harrison,  ladies  and 
gentlemen: 

In  this  house  none  are  so  welcome  as  those 
leaders  who  have  chosen  the  path  of  freedom 


and  democracy.    Our  guest  today  is  such  a 
leader.    He  guided  his  native  Malaysia  to 
independence.    He  led  his  people  to  a  de- 
cisive victory  over  Communist  guerrillas. 
He  took  the  lead  in  the  formation  last  year 


878 


Lyndon  B.  Johnson,  1^6^-1^64 


July  22    [471] 


of  the  nation  of  Malaysia.     In  all  of  this, 
he  has  kept  faith  with  democracy. 

He  has  sought  for  his  people  food  instead 
of  bullets,  clothes  instead  of  uniforms,  homes 
instead  of  barracks. 

Malaysia's  success  shines  as  an  example  for 
many  lands. 

Mr.  Prime  Minister,  you  and  your  people 
have  our  respect  and  our  faith.  We  are  very 
glad  that  you  are  here  today.  There  are 
many  choices  for  the  w^orld  today.  There  is 
the  choice  of  perpetual  war  or  permanent 
peace.  There  is  the  choice  of  order  or  chaos. 
There  is  the  choice  of  the  rule  of  law  or  the 
rule  of  the  jungle. 

The  American  people  have  made  their 
choice — for  peace,  for  order,  and  for  the  rule 
of  law. 

We  are  proud  to  support  those  whose 
choices  are  the  same.  We  support  our 
friends  with  all  the  resources  of  our  Nation. 
We  of  this  generation  are  determined  that 
men  shall  live  in  a  world  where  aggression 
will  not  go  unpunished,  where  terror  will 
not  go  unchallenged,  where  irresponsibility 
will  not  be  left  to  run  rampant. 

Our  course — the  course  of  the  United 
States — has  been  chosen  freely.  It  will  not 
be  lightly  changed. 

The  people  of  Malaysia  have  likewise 
made  their  choice  freely  and  it  likewise  will 
not  be  changed. 

Your  Excellency,  we  of  the  United  States 
extend  to  you  our  congratulations.  We  wish 
for  your  people  a  future  of  peace  and 
progress. 

Now  I  should  like  to  ask  all  of  you  to 
join  me  in  a  toast  to  His  Majesty,  the  King 
of  Malaysia,  and  to  the  friendship  between 
the  Malaysian  and  American  people — long 
may  it  endure.    To  His  Majesty. 

note:  The  President  proposed  the  toast  at  a  luncheon 
in  the  State  Dining  Room  at  the  White  House. 
Prime  Minister  Rahman  responded  as  follows: 


*'Mr.   President,  Mrs.   Johnson,   Your  Excellencies, 
ladies  and  gentlemen: 

"I  wish  to  thank  you,  Mr.  President,  very  much 
indeed  for  the  glowing  compliments  you  have  paid 
to  the  nation  and  the  people  of  Malaysia  and  to 
me,  sir.  This  is  a  most  pleasant  luncheon  in  my 
honor. 

"It  is  always  heartwarming  to  know  that  the 
successes  we  have  achieved  during  the  short  years 
of  independence  both  in  overcoming  the  Com- 
munist terrorism  that  plagued  our  country  for  nearly 
12  long  years  and  in  being  able  to  build  a  demo- 
cratic and,  as  you  say,  a  prosperous  nation  are  ad- 
mired and  appreciated  by  other  countries  of  the 
free  world.  To  win  praise  from  the  United  States 
— the  redoubtable  champion  of  democracy,  the 
bastion  of  strength  in  the  free  world — is  to  me 
praise  indeed. 

"Malaysia  may  be  small — and  it  is  small  in  size 
and  population — but  our  people,  as  you  know,  are 
great  in  heart. 

"We  know,  however,  that  success  cannot  feed  upon 
itself;  otherwise,  it  dwindles  and  dies.  So,  success 
must  always  be  with  basic  ground  for  greater 
efforts,  and  that  is  what  we  are  endeavoring  to  do 
in  Malaysia  today  despite  external  difficulties  and 
troubles. 

"We  are  well  aware  that  although  we  have  won 
the  struggle  against  communism  in  our  own  coun- 
try, the  menace  still  exists  and  may  strike  us  again. 

"I  think  it  is  true  to  say  that  Malaysia  has  proved 
two  important  truths:  first,  that  through  unity  and 
cooperation  democracy  can  and  does  work  in  Asia; 
second,  that  a  truly  successful  democracy,  prosper- 
ous and  progressive,  thinking  first  and  always  of 
the  welfare  and  well-being  of  the  people  is  the  only 
effective  answer  to  insidious  intrusion  of  com- 
munism. 

*Trom  our  own  experience  we  have  learned  that 
it  is  not  practical  to  be  neutral  in  this  struggle.  In 
our  view  the  state  is  made  for  men  and  not  men  for 
the  state.  That  is  why  we  are  proud  to  belong  to  the 
free  world. 

"My  last  visit  to  the  United  States  coincided  with 
the  election  campaign.  This  time  I  have  arrived  be- 
tween national  conventions  and  at  a  time  when 
you  are  so  preoccupied. 

"I  can  only  thank  my  stars  that  Malaysia's  elec- 
tions are  not  on  so  vast  a  scale  as  yours.  Neverthe- 
less, we  have  just  emerged  from  the  elections  and 
are  not  quite  yet  recovered  from  the  effects  of  it. 
I  can  well  understand  that  with  your  huge  coun- 
try and  with  voters  by  the  millions  what  you  will 
have  to  go  through  in  the  next  few  months. 

"When  I  was  here  last  I  came  to  know  what 
American  presidential  elections  mean,  and  all  I 
can  say  is  that  I  am  a  happy  man  that  I  don't  have 
to  stand  for  the  elections. 
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"I  wish  you  all  the  luck.  However,  the  whole 
world  will  be  waiting  and  watching  the  elections  in 
the  United  States.  I  shall  say  no  more  for  fear  of 
treading  on  dangerous  ground,  so  I  will  content 
myself  by  wishing  every  success  to  the  voters. 

"The  great  interest  the  United  States  has  shown 
in  our  progress  and  development  in  Malaysia  is  a 
source  of  satisfaction  to  us.  I  appreciate  very 
deeply  the  help  that  you  have  given  us  in  various 
ways  and  in  various  forms  such  as  providing  tech- 
nical assistance  in  the  form  of  experts  under  the 
Colombo  plan  and  for  the  excellent  work  being 
done  by  dedicated  men  and  women  of  the  Peace 
Corps. 

"In  fact,  I  would  like  to  see  more  members  of 
the  Peace  Corps  serving  in  Malaysia,  especially 
doctors  and  engineers.  Those  whom  I  have  had 
the  pleasure  of  meeting  have  said  to  me,  and  I  think 
they  are  sincere,  that  they  are  very  happy  to  be  in 
Malaysia — so  why  not,  Mr.  President,  send  more  of 
them  ? 

**We  were  getting  on  very  well  indeed  with  our 
tremendous  plans  for  development  since  the  struggle 
against  the  Communists,  and  the  help  we  ob- 
tained from  our  friends  has  proved  most  valuable 
to  us. 

"As  you  said,  Malaysia  has  been  a  beacon  to  other 
lands  and  a  beacon  that  does  shine  but,  unfortu- 
nately, it  can  also  attract  insects  and  pests.  Some  of 
these  are  harmless  but  others  are  very  harmful. 
Unfortunately,  the  glow  from  our  beacon  has  at- 
tracted quite  the  wrong  kind  of  attention  as  well 
where  both  the  Communists  and  now  our  next  door 
neighbors,  the  Indonesians,  who  plainly  consider 
us  a  tasty  morsel  to  tempt  the  appetites  of  the 


giants.  I  think  they  are  doing  just  a  little  bit  more 
than  just  that,  but  I  would  not  like  to  bore  you,  sir, 
in  our  pleasant  company  by  telling  all  that  was 
happening. 

"As  far  as  I  am  concerned  we  have  done  every- 
thing humanly  possible  to  humor  them,  but  nothing 
can  satisfy  them  until,  I  am  afraid,  they  have  de- 
voured us. 

"But  I  know  I  can  trust  you  to  stop  them  from 
devouring  us  and  getting  the  help  from  our  friends 
in  the  free  world.  I  hope  that  the  beacon  can  then 
continue  to  shine  in  order  to  guide  others  to  safety, 
security,  peace,  and  happiness. 

"In  the  meantime  we  must  push  ahead  with  de- 
velopment, because  this  is  an  essential  element  in  our 
effort  to  provide  higher  standards  of  life  and  a  richer 
future  for  our  Nation. 

"So,  we  look  to  freedom-loving  people  for  under- 
standing and  support,  and  that  is  why  I  am  so 
especially  glad  to  hear  your  warm  praise  today. 

"Mr.  President,  in  conclusion,  I  do  most  sincerely 
appreciate  both  your  kindness  and  your  hospitality 
and  all  of  the  nice  things  you  have  said  about  my 
country. 

"Your  Excellencies,  to  the  President,  Mrs.  Johnson, 
I  ask  you,  ladies  and  gentlemen,  to  join  me  in  a 
toast  to  the  President  of  the  United  States  and  to 
the  lasting  friendship  between  America  and  the 
Malaysian  people." 

The  President's  opening  words  referred  to  Prime 
Minister  Rahman,  Secretary  of  State  Dean  Rusk,  the 
Malaysian  Ambassador  to  the  United  States,  Dato 
Ong  Yoke  Lin,  and  Governor  Albertis  S.  Harrison, 
Jr.,  of  Virginia. 
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I  HAVE  ASKED  you  here  to  review  the 
position  and  prospects  of  America. 

Such  a  meeting  is  especially  important 
now — as  we  approach  a  national  election. 
For  I  believe  that  all  of  us — ^whatever  our 
political  views — can  agree  the  demands  of 
politics  should  not  lead  us  to  any  acts  which 
might  damage  the  health  of  the  economy 
or  interrupt  our  steady  expansion.  Far  too 
much  is  at  stake — ^for  our  country  and  for  its 
people — to  permit  that  to  happen. 

As  long  as  I  am  President  I  will  continue 
these  meetings  with  leaders  of  the  American 


economic  community.  I  will  review  our 
progress,  discuss  our  plans,  and  seek  your 
counsel.  No  President,  no  government,  no 
nation  can  hope  for  meaningful  progress 
without  constant  communication  and  contact 
with  those  who  lead  the  great  decision  mak- 
ing machinery  of  our  democratic  economy. 

I  believe  in  the  importance  of  these  meet- 
ings because  today  more  than  ever  we  share 
a  broad  common  purpose. 

The  business  of  government  is  people.  Its 
job  is  the  prosperity  and  safety,  the  welfare 
and  freedom  of  all  Americans. 
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These  are  also  the  essential  conditions  to 
the  growth  of  American  business.  For 
American  business  is  like  no  other  in  the 
history  of  the  world.  It  is  not  the  property 
of  a  few.  It  is  not  a  tool  for  exploitation 
of  the  many.  It  is  owned  by  miUions.  It  is 
shaped  by  the  demands  and  needs  of  an 
entire  nation.  It  draws  its  strength  from  the 
fact  that  nearly  190  million  people  can  desire 
and  choose  and  share  in  the  enormous  abun- 
dance which  our  genius  has  created.  And 
it  flourishes  best  in  the  atmosphere  of  free- 
dom, and  peace,  and  confidence  in  the  future 
which  is  the  business  of  government  to 
ensure. 

The  object  of  business  is  production  and 
profit  and  progress.  And  government 
knows  that  your  success  in  realizing  these 
goals  is  essential  to  the  people  which  it 
serves. 

There  is  another  thread  of  common  pur- 
pose which  we  too  often  neglect.  Govern- 
ment and  business  are  not  abstract  and  iso- 
lated empires.  Government  officials  and 
businessmen — you  and  I — are  Americans; 
sharing  love  of  country,  pride  in  achieve- 
ments, faithfulness  to  freedom.  We  are, 
many  of  us,  parents;  sharing  hope  for  the 
education  and  careers  and  safety  of  our  chil- 
dren. We  are  moral  human  beings;  shar- 
ing compassion  for  the  helpless,  belief  in 
justice,  hope  for  the  brotherhood  of  man. 
This  common  purpose  will  always  transcend 
any  other  considerations. 

I  believe  we  are  entering  a  new  era  of  co- 
operation between  government  and  business 
and  labor  and  the  many  groups  which  form 
this  Nation.  This  does  not  mean  we  will 
always  agree.  It  does  mean  we  have  created 
an  economy  which  has  never  existed  before, 
and  which  some  said  could  never  exist. 

It  is  an  economy  where  the  health  of  busi- 
ness benefits  all  the  people.    It  is  an  econ- 


omy where  the  prosperity  of  the  people  bene- 
fits the  health  of  business.  It  is  an  economy 
where,  in  large  measure,  the  fortunes  of 
each  are  tied  to  the  fortunes  of  all. 

Over  the  years  the  effort  of  millions  has 
laboriously  built  our  American  economy. 
It  rests,  in  all  essentials,  on  the  private  de- 
cisions of  private  individuals  and  organiza- 
tions and  groups.  It  is  not  neat.  It  is  not 
orderly.  It  does  not  fit  into  a  preconceived 
plan.  But  it  works.  And  it  works  better 
than  any  other  system  ever  shaped  by  the 
mind  of  man  or  the  force  of  events. 

In  this  system  government  is  not  a  dicta- 
tor or  a  master  planner.  Government  is  the 
great  moderator — adjusting  those  differences 
and  injustices  which  require  its  effort.  Gov- 
ernment is  the  public  servant — carrying  for- 
ward those  public  tasks  which  its  people 
require.  Government  is  an  agent  of  pros- 
perity— carefully  and  prudently  using  its  in- 
fluence and  scope  in  the  cause  of  economic 
progress. 

Let  me  tell  you  how  well  this  partnership 
is  working. 

For  the  past  41  months  we  have  enjoyed 
the  longest  and  largest  peacetime  expansion 
in  our  history.  Our  5.3  percent  unemploy- 
ment and  87  percent  industrial  operating 
rate  remind  us  that  we  have  not  yet  made 
full  use  of  our  potential.  But  we  are  on  the 
way. 

You,  and  others,  are  employing  nearly  5 
million  more  people  than  in  February  1961. 
Total  jobs  now  number  72  million,  an  all- 
time  peak.    And  payrolls  are  expanding. 

Work  stoppages  due  to  strikes  during  the 
past  3^/4  years  have  been  at  their  postwar 
low.  In  the  past  8  months  the  country  has 
solved  all  of  its  major  national  labor  dis- 
putes— ^including  the  5-year  dispute  in  the 
railroad  industry — ^without  strikes. 

Corporate  profits  after  taxes  were  running 
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almost  $12  billion,  or  60  percent  higher,  in 
the  first  quarter  of  this  year  than  3  years 
ago.    And  they  are  still  rising. 

The  total  value  of  shares  in  your  com- 
panies, and  others,  is  up  $100  billion  since  I 
assumed  the  Presidency  8  months  ago. 

Wholesale  prices  in  June  were  down  al- 
most I  percent  since  early  1961.  This  is 
part  of  a  price  and  cost  stability  over  the  past 
3V2  years  unmatched  by  any  other  country. 

With  your  business  leadership,  and  your 
help — and  the  help  of  the  labor  leadership  I 
will  meet  with  tomorrow — the  years  1961- 
1964  have  been  the  most  prosperous  in  Amer- 
ican peacetime  history.  The  Council  of  Eco- 
nomic Advisers  informed  me  today  that  this 
will  be  the  first  peacetime  administration 
in  a  century  unmarred  by  economic  recession 
or  depression.  This  is  in  sharp  contrast  with 
the  three  recessions  we  unfortunately  suf- 
fered in  the  1950's. 

And  I  am  also  proud  to  report  to  you 
that  we  turned  the  corner  on  our  external 
payments  position  about  a  year  ago. 

This  year's  payment  deficit  will  be  below 
last  year's.  Next  year's  should  be  even 
lower.  Our  record  on  costs  and  prices — our 
monetary  and  tax  policies  to  check  capital 
outflow — on  conserving  defense  and  foreign 
aid  dollars  through  buying  goods  at  home — 
and  your  cooperation  in  our  export  drive — 
will  all  bring  increased  strength  to  the  dollar. 

Nor  need  we  fear  that  a  European  infla- 
tion will  weaken  our  defense  of  the  dollar. 
The  reasons  for  confidence  are  simple. 

First,  the  Europeans  are  acting  responsibly 
to  hold  prices  in  check.  We  wish  them  well, 
even  though  rising  prices  overseas  improve 
our  competitive  position. 

Second,  new  methods  of  cooperation  in 
OECD,  IMF,  the  group  of  Ten,  and  the 
Bank  for  International  Settlements  are  a 
great  force  for  international  stability. 


Third,  we  have  across-the-board  bipartisan 
support — here  at  home — of  policies  to  de- 
fend the  dollar. 

As  a  result  of  this  efiEort  we  have  restored 
the  full  meaning  of  "sound  as  a  dollar"  across 
the  world. 

This  combination  of  rapid  expansion  and 
real  stability  is  not  only  a  great  achieve- 
ment. It  is  a  great  lesson.  It  teaches  us  that 
if  we  eliminate  fear,  and  hostility,  and  dis- 
trust, among  ourselves — if  we  work  together 
in  a  partnership  of  moderation — then  the 
history  of  these  years  can  be  only  the  first 
page  in  a  new  era  of  American  abundance. 

While  working  to  expand  the  economy, 
we  have  also  worked  to  bring  about  the 
most  prudent  and  efficient  use  of  every  tax 
dollar  collected  by  the  United  States  Govern- 
ment. 

We  have  done  this  in  the  spirit  of  the  man 
who  said,  "it  is  every  American's  duty 
to  support  his  government,  but  not  neces- 
sarily in  the  style  to  which  it  has  been 
accustomed." 

I  have  some  charts  here  to  show  you  how 
that  effort  is  coming  along. 

That  concludes  the  report  I  wish  to  make 
to  you  as  businessmen.  That  is  the  state 
of  the  American  economy  and  the  national 
budget  in  the  summer  of  1964. 

But  I  did  want  to  take  a  moment  to  talk 
to  you  as  Americans — Americans  who  are 
also  leaders  of  the  Nation,  shapers  of  opinion, 
molders  of  events.  I  wish  to  talk  to  you  not 
only  about  fiscal  responsibility  but  about 
moral  responsibility. 

Our  Constitution  and  our  laws  place  upon 
us  a  duty  to  provide  equal  justice  to  all 
Americans.  To  fail  to  observe  this  duty  at- 
tacks the  entire  structure  of  ordered  liberty 
on  which  the  life  of  this  Nation  depends. 

I  ask  you  to  use  the  influence  and  position 
and   respect — which   you    possess   in   such 
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abundant  measure — to  persuade  others  that 
the  law  of  the  land  must  be  obeyed. 

I  did  not  become  President  to  preside  over 
mounting  violence  and  deepening  disorder. 
I  fully  intend  to  use  all  the  resources  I  have 
to  make  sure  that  those  who  claim  rights — 
and  those  who  deny  them — ^bend  their  pas- 
sions to  peaceful  obedience  to  law. 

I  intend  to  work  to  ensure  that  every 
person  enjoys  the  full  constitutional  rights 
and  equal  opportunity  that  are  his  birth- 
right as  an  American  citizen. 

But  this  cannot  be  done  from  the  White 
House  alone.  I  need  the  help  of  every  Amer- 
ican. I  ask  you  to  do  this  not  just  because  it 
is  good  for  business  or  for  economic  stability. 
I  ask  you  to  do  this  because  it  is  vital  for 
the  America  you  and  I  know  and  believe 
in. 

Much  of  the  work  of  my  great  office  is 
devoted  to  preserving  the  freedom  and 
health  of  this  country.  No  day  goes  by 
without  problems  whose  wise  resolution  is 
important  to  our  liberties  and  the  strength 
of  our  people. 

Government  is  not  a  business.  Its  suc- 
cess or  failure  cannot  be  gauged  in  state- 
ments of  profit  and  loss.  But  it  requires  the 
same  qualities  as  any  great  human  enter- 
prise— ^the  qualities  you  bring  to  your  work — 
moderation  in  the  conduct  of  affairs,  re- 


sponsible innovation  to  meet  rapid  change, 
the  imagination  to  find  new  solutions  to 
new  needs. 

The  Presidency  is  not  just  a  place  to  pro- 
tect the  present.  It  is  a  focus  for  the  possi- 
bilities of  the  future.  It  is  often  said  that 
a  President  must  have  a  vision  of  the  Amer- 
ica and  world  he  wants  to  see.  I  believe 
that  to  be  so.  But  the  President  does  not 
put  his  purely  personal  stamp  upon  the 
future.  His  vision  is  compounded  of  the 
hopes  and  anxieties  and  values  of  the  people 
he  serves.  He  can  help  guide  them  toward 
the  highest  and  most  noble  of  their  desires. 
He  cannot  take  them  where  they  do  not 
want  to  go.  Nor  can  he  hope  to  move  ahead 
without  the  help  of  all  those  who  share  a 
common  purpose. 

I  believe  that  in  this  room  are  Americans 
who  share  with  me  a  common  dedication  to 
American  greatness.  Each  of  you  contrib- 
utes to  that  purpose  each  day  in  the  con- 
duct of  our  economy.  I  hope  that  we  will 
always  be  able  to  match  shared  beliefs  to 
shared  actions  in  the  interests  of  all  the 
people  of  this  land. 

note:  The  President  spoke  in  the  State  Dining 
Room  at  the  White  House.  The  luncheon  was 
attended  by  more  than  200  of  the  Nation's  lead- 
ing businessmen. 

As  printed,  this  item  follows  the  prepared  text 
released  by  the  White  House. 


473    Remarks  in  Valley  Forge  at  the  Boy  Scout  Jamboree. 
July  23,  1964 


Mr.  Watson,  Scout  leaders,  members  of  the 
Boy  Scouts  of  America: 

The  America  that  you  will  build  and  live 
to  see  will  be  far  different  from  the  America 
of  today. 

In  50  years  there  will  be  400  million  Amer- 
icans instead  of  190  million  Americans. 
Man  will  have  reached  into  outer  space  and 


probed  the  inner  secrets  of  human  life.  And 
some  of  you  will  take  those  journeys.  New 
inventions  will  have  changed  the  way  in 
which  you  live,  just  as  the  automobile  and 
the  airplane  and  the  television  have  brought 
changes  to  my  life.  Fast  planes  and  satel- 
lites will  make  neighbors  of  distant  lands. 
You  will  see  wonders  and  participate  in 
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achievements  of  which  we  older  Americans 
can  only  dream. 

This  is  an  exciting  challenge.  I  envy  you 
the  great  adventures  which  await  you. 

But  it  was  an  American  President,  Wood- 
row  Wilson,  who  said,  "A  nation  which 
does  not  remember  what  it  was  yesterday 
does  not  know  what  it  is  today  nor  what  it 
is  trying  to  do." 

If  you  are  to  do  great  things,  you  must 
remember  also  what  America  has  been. 

For  this  country  of  ours  is  not  just  a  col- 
lection of  factories  and  banks.  It  is  not  sim- 
ply 190  million  people,  or  crowded  cities,  or 
broad  highways. 

This  country  of  ours  is  a  community  built 
on  an  idea.  Its  history  is  the  history  of  an 
idea.  And  its  future  will  be  bright  only  so 
long  as  you  are  faithful  to  that  idea. 

It  all  began  right  here  where  we  are  stand- 
ing tonight.  In  1777,  in  Valley  Forge,  a  few 
thousand  men  suffered  and  starved  through 
the  freezing  cold  of  the  harsh  winter.  They 
did  not  have,  as  you  have,  regular  meals,  a 
decent  place  to  sleep,  protection  from  harm. 

But  they  did  have  an  idea,  an  idea  and 
a  dream.  That  idea  gave  them  the  strength 
to  survive  the  winter,  and  when  their  ordeal 
was  over,  George  Washington  led  them 
forth  to  liberate  and  to  create  the  United 
States  of  America. 

Throughout  our  history,  most  Americans 
have  shared  the  common  purpose  which 
gave  strength  to  the  soldiers  at  Valley  Forge. 
Most  Americans  share  those  purposes 
tonight. 

The  American  idea  is,  first  of  all,  the  belief 
in  freedom  and  the  rights  of  man.  Govern- 
ment was  to  be  chosen  and  directed  by  the 
people.  And  every  individual  citizen  was  to 
have  the  right  to  speak  his  views,  to  worship 
as  he  wanted,  and  to  be  safe  from  the  arbi- 
trary acts  of  Government.    Even  if  a  single 


man  stood  alone  against  the  entire  Nation, 
that  single  man  was  to  be  protected  in  his 
beliefs  and  in  his  right  to  voice  those  beliefs. 

This  dedication  to  freedom  was  founded 
on  the  great  moral  truth  that  all  men  were 
created  equal.  This  was  a  recognition  that 
all  men  were  equal  in  the  eyes  of  God. 
Being  equal,  the  poorest  and  the  most  op- 
pressed among  us  had  the  same  right  as  all 
others  to  share  in  Government,  to  enjoy  lib- 
erty, to  pursue  happiness  as  far  as  his  abilities 
would  take  him. 

It  will  be  up  to  you  to  carry  this  idea 
forward.  For  it  is  not  yet  a  reality  for  all  in 
this  land. 

If  Government  was  to  be  chosen  by  the 
people,  it  must  exist  to  serve  the  needs  of 
the  people.  This,  too,  is  part  of  the  Amer- 
ican idea. 

As  a  result,  in  America  we  have  a  Govern- 
ment which  exists  to  protect  the  freedom 
and  enlarge  the  opportunities  of  every  citi- 
zen. That  Government  is  not  to  be  feared 
or  to  be  attacked.  It  is  to  be  helped  as  long 
as  it  serves  the  country  well,  and  it  is  to  be 
changed  when  it  neglects  its  duty. 

I  know  that  to  many  of  you  the  Govern- 
ment in  Washington  must  often  seem  far 
away,  must  often  seem  very  diiEcult  to 
understand. 

But  your  Government  is  made  up  of  peo- 
ple, people  like  those  you  know  in  your  own 
hometowns,  people  who  are  chosen  by  your 
parents  and  your  neighbors  and  sent  to 
Washington  to  serve  your  towns  and  your 
States. 

Government  is  an  Irish  boy  from  Boston 
who  grew  up  to  become  President  of  the 
United  States. 

Government  is  the  son  of  a  German  im- 
migrant from  Pekin,  111.,  who  became  a 
leader  of  the  American  Senate. 

Government  is  a  rancher  from  Montana, 
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a  banker  from  New  York,  an  automobile 
maker  from  Detroit. 

Yes,  Government  is  the  son  of  a  tenant 
farmer  from  Texas  who  is  speaking  to  you 
tonight. 

And  I  am  sure  that  here  tonight  within 
the  sound  of  my  voice  are  others  who  will 
grow  up  to  work  for  this  country  in  the 
councils  of  Government. 

The  American  idea  is  also  the  belief  in 
expanding  opportunity  and  in  progress. 
This  was  not  to  be  a  country  where  a  few 
were  rich  and  most  were  deprived.  It  was 
to  be  a  country  where  every  citizen  had  the 
chance,  through  his  own  work  and  skill,  to 
provide  for  his  family  and  to  enrich  his  life. 
And  that  is  the  kind  of  country  that  we 
have  built. 

In  the  early  days  a  man  needed  only  an 
axe  and  a  gun  to  build  a  new  life  in  the  open 
spaces  of  the  West.  Today  it  takes  knowl- 
edge and  skill.  Today  they  must  have  that 
in  order  to  have  a  chance  to  find  a  job,  in 
order  to  take  a  rewarding  place  in  the  life 
of  our  country. 

But  because  we  have  been  faithful  to  this 
idea,  more  men  have  greater  opportunity  in 
America  than  in  any  other  country  in  the 
history  of  civilization. 

These  ideas  are  as  old  as  your  country, 
but  they  are  not  old-fashioned  ideas.  They 
are  as  alive  and  as  vital  as  America  itself. 

I  have  no  doubt  that  if  you  remain  true  to 
them,  you  will  remember  these  days  of  scout- 


ing as  only  the  beginning  of  a  lifetime  of 
useful  service  to  America. 

The  qualities  you  will  require  for  this  task 
are  those  contained  in  your  Boy  Scout  oath. 
Its  pledge  has  meaning  not  only  for  you  but 
has  great  meaning  for  all  of  our  citizens. 

What  that  pledge  really  means  is  the 
theme  of  this  jamboree.  It  means  "This  Is 
My  Country,"  and  "I  must  prepare  myself 
to  serve  it  well." 

Be  faithful  to  it.  And  your  life  and  the 
life  of  your  country  will  be  the  richer  for  it. 

It  is  wonderful  to  come  here  and  be  with 
you  this  evening,  and  to  look  into  your  smil- 
ing, optimistic  faces.  It  will  give  me 
strength  that  I  need  in  the  lonely  hours  that 
I  spend  in  attempting  to  lead  this  great 
Nation. 

It  is  wonderful  that  you  could  be  here  in 
this  peaceful  atmosphere  of  one  of  the  great 
States  in  our  Union  and  at  such  an  historic 
site. 

You  have  much  to  be  thankful  for.  Yes, 
we  have  much  to  preserve  and  much  to 
protect. 

I  am  grateful  that  your  great  leader,  Mr. 
Tom  Watson,  Jr.,  asked  me  to  come  here  to 
be  with  you  tonight,  and  I  want  to  thank 
you  from  the  bottom  of  my  heart  for  re- 
ceiving me  so  warmly. 

God  bless  you  all. 

note:  The  President  spoke  in  the  evening  at  the 
sixth  National  Scout  Jamboree  at  Valley  Forge,  Pa. 
His  opening  words  referred  to  Thomas  J.  Watson, 
Jr.,  president  of  the  Boy  Scouts  of  America. 


474    Joint  Statement  Following  Discussions  With  the 
Prime  Minister  of  Malaysia.    July  23,  1964 


THE  PRESIDENT  of  the  United  States 
and  the  Prime  Minister  of  Malaysia  met  on 
July  22  and  23  to  discuss  matters  of  mutual 


interest  and  recent  developments  in  South- 
east Asia. 
President  Johnson   and  Prime   Minister 
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Tunku  Abdul  Rahman  welcomed  this,  their 
first  meeting,  and  the  opportunity  it  pre- 
sented to  become  personally  acquainted  and 
to  review  major  problems  in  Southeast  Asia. 
The  President  and  the  Prime  Minister  dis- 
cussed the  Communist  threat  to  and  activ- 
ities in  Laos  and  Vietnam  and  reaflSrmed 
their  support  of  the  cause  of  freedom  in 
those  countries.  The  President  noted  with 
appreciation  the  contribution  Malaysia  has 
made  to  the  common  cause  in  Vietnam  by 
providing  equipment,  training  and  advice 
based  on  her  own  experience  in  combating 
Communist  terrorism.  In  turn  the  Presi- 
dent made  clear  that  all  Southeast  Asian 
countries,  including  Malaysia,  could  rely 
on  the  firm  intent  of  the  United  States  to 
resist  Communist  aggression  against  Free 
Asian  nations. 

The  Prime  Minister  reviewed  develop- 
ments in  Malaysia  with  the  President  and 
progress  made  thus  far  in  furthering  the 
economic  and  social  progress  of  its  people. 
The  Prime  Minister  also  expressed  appre- 
ciation for  the  contribution  of  American 
Peace  Corps  Volunteers  in  this  task. 

The  President  informed  the  Prime  Min- 
ister of  his  special  interest  in  Malaysia's 
impressive  achievements  in  the  fields  of  edu- 
cation, economic  growth  and  rural  develop- 
ment. The  President  noted  with  admiration 
the  Prime  Minister's  objective  of  a  happy 
and  prosperous  nation  upholding  the  prin- 
ciples of  justice,  freedom  and  democracy. 

The  Prime  Minister  outlined  for  the  Presi- 
dent the  origins  of  the  Malaysia  concept  and 
the  history  of  its  formation,  and  in  this  con- 
text reviewed  the  current  activities   by  a 


neighboring  state  in  violation  of  the  terri- 
torial integrity  of  Malaysia. 

The  Prime  Minister  recounted  his  deter- 
mined and  various  efforts  to  seek  an  ami- 
cable and  honorable  solution  to  the  problem 
including  the  recent  tripartite  meeting  in 
Tokyo.  He  also  informed  the  President  of 
the  discussions  at  the  recent  Commonwealth 
Prime  Ministers  Conference  in  London. 

The  President  re-affirmed  the  support  of 
the  United  States  for  a  free  and  independent 
Malaysia,  and  for  Malaysia's  efforts  to  main- 
tain her  security,  preserve  her  sovereignty 
and  continue  her  development  in  peace  and 
harmony. 

The  President  agreed  to  provide  military 
training  in  the  United  States  for  Malay- 
sian personnel,  and  to  consider  promptly  and 
sympathetically  credit  sales,  under  existing 
arrangements,  of  appropriate  military  equip- 
ment for  the  defense  of  Malaysia. 

The  President  expressed  his  strong  hope 
that  a  peaceful  and  honorable  way  out  of 
the  current  and  dangerous  situation  could 
be  found,  and  his  appreciation  for  the  ear- 
nest endeavors  of  the  Prime  Minister  to  this 
end.  The  President  and  the  Prime  Minis- 
ter agreed  that,  while  firmness  in  self-defense 
is  indispensable,  it  is  better  to  talk  than 
fight. 

The  President  and  the  Prime  Minister 
found  in  the  common  devotion  of  the  United 
States  and  Malaysia  to  the  principles  of 
democratic  government  and  individual  free- 
dom a  bond  of  understanding  which  is  cer- 
tain to  bring  their  two  countries  into  a  con- 
stantly closer  relationship,  and  agreed  to 
maintain  close  contact  on  problems  of  mu- 
tual interest. 
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THE  PRESIDENT.  Good  aftemooii,  ladies  and 
gentlemen. 

[i.]  I  would  like  to  announce  the  suc- 
cessful development  of  a  major  new  strate- 
gic manned  aircraft  system,  which  will  be 
employed  by  the  Strategic  Air  Command. 
This  system  employs  the  new  SR-71  aircraft, 
and  provides  a  long-range,  advanced  strate- 
gic reconnaissance  plane  for  military  use, 
capable  of  worldwide  reconnaissance  for  mil- 
itary operations. 

The  Joint  Chiefs  of  Staff,  when  reviewing 
the  RS-70,  emphasized  the  importance  of 
the  strategic  reconnaissance  mission.  The 
SR-71  aircraft  reconnaissance  system  is  the 
most  advanced  in  the  world.  The  aircraft 
will  fly  at  more  than  three  times  the  speed 
of  sound.  It  will  operate  at  altitudes  in  ex- 
cess of  80,000  feet.  It  will  use  the  most  ad- 
vanced observation  equipment  of  all  kinds 
in  the  world. 

The  aircraft  will  provide  the  strategic 
forces  of  the  United  States  with  an  outstand- 
ing long-range  reconnaissance  capability. 
The  system  will  be  used  during  periods  of 
military  hostilities  and  in  other  situations  in 
which  the  United  States  military  forces  may 
be  confronting  foreign  military  forces. 

The  SR-71  uses  the  same  J-58  engine  as 
the  experimental  interceptor  previously  an- 
nounced, but  it  is  substantially  heavier  and 
it  has  a  longer  range.  The  considerably 
heavier  gross  weight  permits  it  to  accommo- 
date the  multiple  reconnaissance  sensors 
needed  by  the  Strategic  Air  Command  to 
accomplish  their  strategic  reconnaissance 
mission  in  a  military  environment. 

This  billion  dollar  program  was  initiated 
in  February  of  1963.  The  first  operational 
aircraft  will  begin  flight  testing  in  early  1965. 


Deployment  of  production  units  to  the  Stra- 
tegic Air  Command  will  begin  shortly 
thereafter. 

Appropriate  Members  of  Congress  have 
been  kept  fully  informed  on  the  nature  of 
and  the  progress  in  this  aircraft  program. 
Further  information  on  this  major  advanced 
aircraft  system  will  be  released  from  time  to 
time  at  the  appropriate  military  secret  clas- 
sification levels. 

[2.]  I  am  pleased  to  announce  today  that 
in  the  year  ending  July  30th  American  ex- 
ports of  farm  products  broke  all  records, 
reaching  an  all-time  high  of  %6  billion  151 
million.  This  represents  a  20  percent  in- 
crease in  farm  exports  in  a  single  year — a 
$1  billion  and  a  35  percent  gain  over  the 
level  for  the  year  i960.  Once  again  Amer- 
ican agriculture  has  demonstrated  its  ability 
to  succeed  in  highly  competitive  world 
markets. 

The  trade  surplus  in  agriculture  last  year 
was  over  $2  billion,  the  highest  in  50  years. 
This  represents  a  substantial  contribution  to 
the  plus  side  of  our  balance-of-payments 
ledger. 

Farm  exports  contribute  to  the  increased 
prosperity  of  our  farm  economy.  The  latest 
revised  estimates  from  the  Department  of 
Agriculture  show  that  net  farm  income  in 
1963  was  $12  billion  518  million,  more  than 
a  quarter  of  a  billion  dollars  higher  than  we 
had  estimated  6  months  ago.  The  net  in- 
come per  farm  increased  from  $2,961  in 
i960  to  $3,504  in  1963,  an  increase  in  this 
period,  from  i960  to  1963,  of  more  than  18 
percent. 

[3.]  I  think  I  should  comment  briefly 
on  a  number  of  international  problems. 

First,  I  think  most  Europeans  know  that 
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the  United  States  has  never  had  any  interest 
whatever  in  trying  to  dominate  Europe  or 
any  other  area  of  the  world.  On  the  con- 
trary, the  United  States  has  constandy  sup- 
ported the  strengthening  of  the  free  na- 
tions of  Europe.  We  believe  that  Europe 
and  the  United  States  have  great  common 
interests,  common  purposes,  and  common 
obligations.  So  we  have  never  supposed  that 
any  European  country  would  need  to  choose 
between  its  ties  to  the  United  States  and  its 
ties  to  Europe. 

We  believe  that  any  effort  to  force  such  a 
choice  would  be  bad  for  Europe,  bad  for  the 
alliance.  And  I  have  found,  I  might  say, 
general  agreement  on  this  view  in  my  talks 
with  Prime  Minister  Home,  Chancellor  Er- 
hard.  President  Segni,  and  many  other  Eu- 
ropean leaders  who  have  been  here  this 
year. 

Second,  I  should  like  to  call  your  atten- 
tion to  the  excellent  series  of  meetings  which 
we  have  had  in  Washington  this  last  week 
with  the  leaders  of  Australia,  New  Zealand, 
and  Malaysia.  These  meetings  have  allowed 
the  United  States  to  underscore  its  support 
for  the  freedom  and  independence  of  three 
most  important  Pacific  states;  and  our 
friendship  and  understanding  with  these 
governments,  I  feel,  has  been  greatly 
strengthened. 

Third,  in  the  continuing  discussion  of 
Southeast  Asia,  let  me  state  American  policy 
once  more.  We  are  determined  to  support 
the  freedom  and  the  independence  of  South 
Viet-Nam,  where  Prime  Minister  Khanh 
and  Ambassador  Taylor  have  established  the 
closest  understanding  with  each  other.  They 
are  in  continual  consultation  and  the  policies 
of  the  two  nations  are  the  same;  namely,  to 
increase  the  effectiveness  of  the  whole  pro- 
gram in  that  country — ^political,  social, 
economic,  and  military. 


It  is  true  that  there  is  danger  and  provo- 
cation from  the  North,  and  such  provocation 
could  force  a  response,  but  it  is  also  true 
that  the  United  States  seeks  no  wider  war. 
Other  friends  suggest  that  this  problem  must 
be  moved  to  a  conference  table  and,  indeed, 
if  others  would  keep  the  solemn  agreements 
already  signed  at  a  conference  table,  there 
would  be  no  problem  in  South  Viet-Nam. 

If  those  who  practice  terror  and  ambush 
and  murder  will  simply  honor  their  existing 
agreements,  there  can  easily  be  peace  in 
Southeast  Asia  immediately.  But  we  do  not 
believe  in  a  conference  called  to  ratify  terror, 
so  our  policy  is  unchanged.  For  10  years, 
and  in  three  different  administrations,  the 
United  States  has  been  committed  to  the 
freedom  and  the  independence  of  South  Viet- 
Nam,  helping  others  to  help  themselves. 

In  those  10  years,  we  have  taken  what- 
ever actions  were  necessary,  sending  men 
and  supplies  for  different  specific  purposes 
at  different  times.  We  shall  stick  to  that 
policy  and  we  shall  continue  our  effort  to 
make  it  even  more  effective.  We  shall  do  the 
same  in  our  support  for  the  legitimate  Gov- 
ernment of  Laos. 

Fourth,  this  week  I  have  conferred  with 
the  foreign  ministers  of  this  hemisphere  at 
the  White  House  and  our  eyes  turned  to 
Latin  America.  Down  in  Mexico  there  has 
been  a  highly  successful  meeting  of  the  Inter- 
American  Committee  on  the  Alliance  for 
Progress.  The  foreign  ministers  are  work- 
ing here  to  meet  a  challenge  to  our  peace  and 
freedom. 

That  meeting  is  still  in  session,  so  I  must 
announce  to  you  that  I  shall  confine  myself 
to  the  hope  that  in  the  spirit  of  the  hemi- 
sphere, a  sound  and,  I  believe,  an  effective 
answer  will  be  found. 

These  four  problems  are  not  the  only  ones 
that  we  have  to  deal  with  in  the  world  today. 
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There  are  many,  many  others,  such  as  dan- 
gers in  Cyprus,  and  disturbances  in  the 
Congo,  and  difficulty  in  the  Kennedy  Round. 
But  we  still  work  for  peace  in  Cyprus  and 
in  the  Congo  and  for  progress  in  the  Ken- 
nedy Round. 

We  are  a  steadfast  people  in  the  United 
States,  and  in  the  larger  sense  the  world  is 
less  dangerous,  and  we  are  stronger  than  we 
were  4  years  ago,  so  our  work  for  peace  must 
go  on  and  will  go  on  with  success,  I  believe. 

I  understand  that  we  have  with  us  today 
a  group  of  journalists  from  Latin  America 
who  are  here  to  cover  the  meeting  of  the 
foreign  ministers.  I  want  to  extend  to  them 
a  very  cordial  welcome. 

Now  I  am  ready  to  answer  any  questions 
you  may  have. 

[4.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  how  do  you  feel 
about  the  statements  that  have  come  from 
various  officials  in  New  York  City,  includ- 
ing the  mayor  and  the  deputy  mayor,  to  the 
general  effect  that  there  are  indications  of 
Communist  involvement  in  the  recent  racial 
violence  in  New  York  City,  and  have  you 
received  any  such  evidence  that  would  back 
up  such  indications? 

THE  PRESIDENT.  I  receive  detailed  reports 
at  the  close  of  each  day  with  regard  to  the 
investigations  that  have  been  carried  on  by 
the  Federal  Bureau  of  Investigation.  I  do 
not  care  to  comment  in  detail  on  those  re- 
ports until  some  conclusions  have  been 
reached  and  some  recommendations  made, 
and  until  I  think  it  is  more  appropriate  to 
do  so.  I  would  not  hesitate  to  say  that  the 
impression  I  gain  from  reading  those  re- 
ports is  that  there  are  extremist  elements  in- 
volved, and  at  the  appropriate  time  I  think 
that  their  identity  will  be  made  known. 

[5.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  would  you  com- 
ment on  what  you  hope  or  what  you  feel 
might  be  accomplished  in  your  meeting 


with  Senator  Gold  water  this  afternoon.? 

THE  PRESIDENT.  Senator  Goldwater, 
through  the  facilities  of  his  office,  asked  the 
legislative  representative  of  the  White  House 
for  an  opportunity  to  meet  with  the  Presi- 
dent, and  on  an  unpublicized  basis.  We 
informed  the  White  House  representative 
that  we  would  be  glad  to  meet  with  Senator 
Goldwater.  We  have  met  with  Senators 
every  day,  and  we  would  certainly  be  glad 
to  meet  with  him  any  time  that  he  thought 
a  meeting  would  be  useful.  The  5:30  ar- 
rangement today  was  made. 

I  cannot  anticipate  all  the  subjects  that  will 
come  up,  but  I  am  very  glad  to  talk  to  him 
and  will  try  to  be  responsive  and  make  the 
meeting  as  fruitful  as  possible. 

[6.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  in  elaboration  of 
your  statement  on  South  Viet-Nam,  Presi- 
dent de  Gaulle  yesterday  called  for  France, 
Communist  China,  the  Soviet  Union,  and 
the  United  States  all  to  get  out  of  Indochina 
and  leave  them  to  settle  their  problems  them- 
selves. Would  you  address  yourself  to  that 
proposal,  sir? 

THE  PRESIDENT.  I  think  I  have  already  done 
that.  I  pointed  out  that  we  had  already 
had  one  conference,  and  that  we  would  carry 
out  the  agreements  reached  at  that  confer- 
ence table,  that  there  would  be  no  need  of 
our  presence  there,  but  until  there  is  demon- 
strated upon  the  part  of  those  who  are  ignor- 
ing the  agreements  reached  at  the  confer- 
ence table,  some  desire  to  carry  out  their 
agreement,  we  expect  to  continue  our  efforts 
in  Viet-Nam. 

[7.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  after  Senator 
Goldwater  said  last  week  that  if  he  were 
President  he  would  give  at  least  the  NATO 
Commander  more  latitude  in  the  utilization 
of  nuclear  weapons,  the  Republican  Con- 
vention rejected  an  amendment  to  the  plat- 
form restating  the  traditional  civilian  au- 
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thority  over  the  military.  What  is  your 
reaction  to  these  actions,  and  could  you  give 
us  your  philosophy  of  civilian-military  rela- 
tionships in  this  particular  area  of  nuclear 
w^eapons? 

THE  PRESIDENT.  Well,  I  think  there  should 
be  complete  understanding  and  confidence 
in  this  country  and  among  all  our  friends 
abroad.  The  control  of  nuclear  w^eapons  is 
one  of  the  most  solemn  responsibilities  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States — the  man 
who  is  President  can  never  get  away  from 
that  responsibility  and  can  never  forget  it. 
The  American  people  rely  on  his  good  judg- 
ment. They  want  that  authority  vested  in 
a  civilian.  They  do  not  expect  to  abandon 
this  duty  to  military  men  in  the  field,  and 
I  don't  think  they  have  ever  seriously 
considered  that  since  the  Founding  Fathers 
drafted  our  Constitution. 

I,  myself,  give  close  and  continual  atten- 
tion to  maintaining  the  most  effective 
possible  command  and  control  over  these 
awesome  weapons.  I  believe  that  the  final 
responsibility  for  all  decisions  on  nuclear 
weapons  must  rest  with  the  civilian  head  of 
this  Government — the  President  of  the 
United  States — and  I  think  and  reiterate  that 
I  believe  that  is  the  way  the  American  people 
want  it. 

[8.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  in  view  of  the  op- 
position that  your  administration  has  shown 
in  the  past  to  Mr.  Tshombe,  how  do  you  plan 
to  deal  with  him  now  that  he  has  returned 
and  taken  over  control  of  the  Congolese 
Government? 

THE  PRESIDENT.  We  are  going  to  be  as  co- 
operative and  as  helpful  as  we  can  in  an 
attempt  to  see  that  the  people  of  that  area 
have  as  good  a  government  as  is  possible, 
and  we  have  every  intention  of  being  under- 
standing and  cooperative. 

[9.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  to  go  back  to 
your  meeting  with  Senator  Goldwater,  do 


you  and  Senator  Goldwater  intend  to  enter 
into  a  pact  to  take  the  issue  of  civil  rights  out 
of  the  campaign.? 

THE  PRESIDENT.  Well,  I  would  Say  to  the 
architect  of  this  meeting  this  afternoon  that 
I  do  not  believe  that  any  issue  which  is  before 
the  people  can  be  eliminated  from  the  cam- 
paign in  a  free  society  in  an  election  year. 
After  all,  that  is  the  purpose  of  elections,  is 
to  discuss  the  issues.  If  candidates  differ  on 
important  questions,  it  is  up  to  the  electors 
who  must  choose  between  them  and  in  order 
to  be  able  to  satisfactorily  choose  between 
them,  they  must  hear  their  views. 

Now,  I  believe  that  all  men  and  women  are 
entitled  to  their  full  constitutional  rights, 
regardless  of  their  ancestry  or  their  religion 
or  the  region  of  the  country  in  which  they 
may  live.  I  believe  that  disputes,  no  matter 
how  bitter,  should  be  settled  in  the  courts 
and  not  in  the  streets.  I  made  that  state- 
ment many  times  in  press  conferences  and 
speeches  over  the  country  in  the  last  several 
years.  That  is  the  reason  that  after  more 
than  two-thirds  of  the  Democrats  in  the 
Congress  approved  the  civil  rights  bill,  and 
some  80  percent  of  the  Republicans  in  the 
Senate  supported  the  civil  rights  bill,  I 
signed  the  civil  rights  bill. 

I  believe  that  all  men  and  women  are  en- 
titled to  equal  opportunity  so  that  they  can 
be  judged  according  to  their  merits  and  not 
according  to  some  artificial  barrier.  Now, 
to  the  extent  that  Senator  Goldwater  differs 
from  these  views,  or  the  Republican  Party 
differs,  there  will,  of  course,  be  discussion. 
I  intend  to  carry  on  some  of  it,  if  I  am  a 
candidate. 

The  test  of  a  free  society  is  that  it  dis- 
cusses and  resolves  these  issues  intelligently. 
It  doesn't  sweep  them  under  the  rug  when 
they  become  difficult.  I  propose  to  discuss 
and  debate  the  hard  and  difficult  issues  in 
the  spirit  of  attempting  to  resolve  them,  and 
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on  the  assumption  that  the  American  people 
are  willing  to  listen  and  are  intelligent  and 
are  unafraid. 

No  word  or  deed  of  mine,  that  I  am  aware 
of,  has  ever — or  I  hope  will  ever — lend  any 
aid  or  any  comfort  to  this  small  minority  who 
would  take  the  law  into  their  own  hands 
for  whatever  cause  or  whatever  excuse  they 
may  use. 

If  Senator  Goldwater  and  his  advisers, 
and  his  followers,  will  follow  the  same  course 
that  I  intend  to  follow,  and  that  I  expect 
the  Democratic  Party  to  follow,  which  is  a 
course  of  rebuffing  and  rebuking  bigots 
and  those  who  seek  to  excite  and  exploit  ten- 
sions, then  it  will  be  most  welcome  and  I 
think  it  will  be  a  very  fine  contribution  to 
our  political  life  in  America. 

[10.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  to  return  to  the 
trouble  in  southeast  Asia  for  a  moment 

THE  PRESIDENT.  Can  you  speak  a  little 
louder? 

Q.  To  return  to  your  statement  3  in  your 
opening  statement  on  southeast  Asia,  do  you 
and  the  Defense  Department  foresee  a  pos- 
sible withdrawal  of  our  military  wives  and 
children  from  Saigon  or  other  southeast 
Asian  command  posts  in  the  foreseeable 
future.? 

THE  PRESIDENT.  No,  wc  havc  no  plans 
along  that  line.  Over  the  past  several  years 
I  have  heard  rumors  to  that  effect,  and  have 
seen  news  stories  making  predictions  along 
that  line,  but  we  have  no  plans  at  the  present 
time  for  any  such  action. 

[11.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  recendy  in  San 
Francisco  some  rather  rough  language  was 
directed  at  you  as  being  President,  by  the 
Republican  opposition.  I  wondered  if  you 
felt  this  might  be  some  sort  of  a  signal  as  to 
a  rather  rough  campaign  for  the  Presidency 
that  is  coming  up. 

THE  PRESIDENT.  Most  Campaigns  are  rough 
campaigns.     I  am  an  old  campaigner.     I 


have  been  at  it  30  years.  One  of  the  first 
things  I  learned,  at  least  so  far  as  I  am  con- 
cerned, is  the  people  are  not  much  interested 
in  my  personal  opinion  of  my  opponent. 

[12.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  your  statement 
that  the  meeting  with  Senator  Goldwater 
was  to  be  unpublicized  suggests  that  you  are 
unhappy  at  the  publicity  about  it.  Was 
there  any  breach  of  faith  by  Senator  Gold- 
water  in  announcing  that  he  was  going  to 
meet  you? 

THE  PRESIDENT.  Well,  you  have  asked  two 
questions  there.  First,  there  is  no  such  sug- 
gestion at  all.  I  am  not  unhappy.  I  hope 
I  don't  look  unhappy.  I  don't  feel  unhappy. 
I  don't  know  who  suggested  that  to  you. 
But  the  question  was  raised  that  it  was  un- 
publicized, and  knowing  the  initiative  and 
ingenuity  of  the  American  press,  I  didn't 
think  it  would  be  unpublicized  very  long. 

I  just  suggested  that  it  was  rather  difficult 
for  a  fellow  to  take  a  glass  of  water  at  the 
White  House,  or  even  go  out  to  the  hydrant 
and  get  a  drink,  without  it  being  adequately 
publicized.  I  can't  even  visit  with  my  dogs 
without  a  lot  of  publicity.  So  I  am  not  un- 
happy about  it  at  all.  I  just  explained  that 
I  thought  it  would  be  better  to  put  it  on  the 
record,  and  so  far  as  I  know.  Senator  Gold- 
water  is  perfectly  happy  with  it. 

There  is  no  breach  of  faith  on  his  part  and 
certainly  none  on  my  part.  I  realize  that 
someone  might  indicate,  because  the  sugges- 
tion in  all  its  entirety  wasn't  carried  out, 
there  might  be  some  difficulty  between  us, 
but  my  object  in  life  has  always  been  to  not 
provoke  fights,  but  to  prevent  them,  if  pos- 
sible. 

[13.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  without  regard 
to  the  inter- American  conference  now  under- 
way here,  I  take  it  you  don't  want  to  discuss 
the  topic  under  negotiation,  but  I  wonder 
if  you  could  tell  us  what  your  interpretation 
of  the  viewpoint  of  the  American  people  is 
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on  the  Cuban  problem,  and  what  should  be 
done  about  it? 

THE  PRESIDENT.  I  think  that  their  view- 
point is  the  same  as  the  viewpoint  of  their 
Government.  I  think,  generally  speaking, 
that  viewpoint  is  being  considered  by  the  for- 
eign ministers  who  are  meeting  here  now. 
I  believe  that  they  all  recognize  the  challenge 
to  peace  and  freedom  which  exists,  and  the 
necessity  for  not  only  being  aware  of  that 
challenge  but  attempting  to  combat  it  with 
every  reasonable  and  wise  means  available. 

I  believe  out  of  this  meeting  the  hemi- 
sphere will  find  a  sound  and  effective  answer, 
and  I  think  that  there  are  some  indications 
now  that  the  policies  that  we  have  pursued 
heretofore  and  the  ones  that  we  are  suggest- 
ing be  followed  now  are  being  effective- 

[14.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  assuming  you 
are  not  ready  to  name  him  yet,  sir,  could  you 
describe  for  us  your  ideal  running  mate  in 
terms  of  his  characteristics  and  attributes? 

THE  PRESIDENT.  The  Convention  will  meet 
in  Atlantic  City  and  select  a  candidate  for 
President,  and  nominate  him.  I  assume  he 
will  make  his  recommendations  and  then 
the  delegates  will  act.  I  think  that  for  me 
to  make  any  announcement  at  this  time  as 
to  my  personal  preferences — and  I  have 
none,  I  have  made  no  decision  in  the  mat- 
ter— would  be  premature. 

[15.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  Senator  Gold- 
water  has  said  that  he  will  make  an  impor- 
tant issue  out  of  what  he  views  as  increasing 
lawlessness  and  violence  in  the  streets  of  our 
major  cities.  Are  you  willing  to  take  this  on 
as  a  campaign  issue? 

THE  PRESIDENT.  Well,  I  am  against  sin, 
and  I  am  against  lawlessness,  and  I  am  very 
much  opposed  to  violence.  I  think  we  have 
to  put  a  stop  to  it. 

To  the  extent  that  we  have  the  power  to 
do  so,  in  the  Federal  Government,  we  are 
doing  so.    We  are  exerting  every  action  we 


know  to  keep  violence  to  a  minimum. 

We  do  not  have  a  national  police  force 
in  this  country,  we  have  not  assumed  power 
that  we  do  not  have,  and  we  do  not  intend 
to.  But  wherever  there  is  violence,  we  re- 
spond to  it  within  the  limits  of  our  power 
and  our  authority. 

We  do  have  confidence  in  the  local  au- 
thorities. We  do  respect  the  sovereign 
States  and  the  executives  of  those  States. 
We  have  communicated  with  the  mayors 
and  the  Governors  and  have  made  available 
to  them  all  the  facilities  of  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment to  cooperate  with  them  and  work 
effectively  with  them.  We  will  continue  to 
do  so. 

We  deplore  men  taking  the  law  into  their 
own  hands  and  men  disregarding  the  law, 
wherever  it  takes  place.  We  treat  them  all 
alike. 

I  don't  think  there  is  any  doubt  in  any- 
one's mind  in  the  United  States  that  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  the  power  of 
the  Presidency  and  the  people  of  the  United 
States  are  going  to  do  everything  within 
their  power  and  within  their  authority  to 
stop  violence  wherever  it  appears.  But  our 
judgment  is  that  it  is  not  up  to  us  to  take 
over  the  authority  of  all  the  local  govern- 
ments and  not  up  to  us  to  take  over  the 
authority  of  all  the  State  governments. 

I  seem  to  have  read  and  heard  that  other 
people,  too,  are  opposed  to  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment usurping  the  rights  of  the  States. 

[16.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  are  there  dif- 
ferences of  opinion  between  the  United 
States  and  South  Vietnamese  officials  on  the 
question  of  attacking  North  Viet-Nam,  and 
if  there  are  differences,  what  are  they, 
please? 

THE  PRESIDENT. .  The  answcr  is  no.  I 
stated  that  earlier,  but  I  repeat  it. 

[17.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  how  do  you 
assess  your  opponent  this  November,  Barry 
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Goldwater,  and  do  you  anticipate  a  close 
race? 

THE  PRESIDENT.  I  think  what  I  think  about 
Senator  Goldwater  and  my  prediction  as  to 
the  outcome  of  the  race  is  not  very  impor- 
tant. I  think  that  is  a  matter  for  the 
American  people  to  decide.  I  think  what 
the  people  want  to  know  is  how  I  stand  on 
issues,  and  what  my  policies  will  be,  and 
what  my  party  stands  for.  They  are  much 
more  interested  in  what  the  Democratic 
nominee  advocates  than  what  he  thinks 
about  his  opponent  or  his  chances  of 
winning. 

I  have  every  confidence  that  the  Demo- 
cratic Party  will  adopt  a  good  platform,  will 
select  good  candidates,  and  that  they  will 
present  their  views  to  the  people  without 
regard  to  personalities,  and  the  people,  in 
their  wisdom,  will  make  a  good  decision. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  about  10  days  ago 
Senator  Goldwater  used  some  very  strong 
personal  epithets  to  challenge  your  own 
sincerity  of  purpose  in  the  civil  rights  issue. 
Now,  would  you  sit  down  this  afternoon 
to  discuss  civil  rights  without  clearing  that 
matter  up  first? 

THE  PRESIDENT.  Yes.  Ycs,  I  am  not  con- 
cerned with  Senator  Goldwater's  opinion  of 
me.  Of  course,  I  would  like  for  it  to  be  a 
good  opinion,  but  if  it  is  not,  that  is  a  matter 
for  him.  He  is  entitled  to  his  view  and  he 
has  the  right  to  express  it,  if  he  thinks  it  is 
a  proper  thing  to  do  and  a  wise  thing  to  do. 

The  American  people  will  make  their 
judgments  of  the  various  statements  that  he 
may  make  from  time  to  time.  I  am  perfectly 
willing  to  leave  his  opinion  of  me  to  the 
judgment  of  the  people  of  this  country. 

[18.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  could  you  give 
us  your  assessment  of  the  effect  Governor 
Wallace's  withdrawal  from  the  Presidential 
race  will  have? 

THE  PRESIDENT.  I  have  been  rather  busily 


engaged  the  last  few  days  and  I  haven't 
spent  a  great  deal  of  time  evaluating  that 
situation.  I  don't  know  how  much  support 
Governor  Wallace  had.  I  don't  know  how 
it  would  affect  the  platforms  and  the  nomi- 
nees of  the  two  parties.  All  I  know  is  that 
he  decided  to  withdraw.  I  had  heard  and 
anticipated  that  he  would  do  that.  He  con- 
firmed it.  But  what  effect  it  will  have  in 
November,  I  don't  know. 

[19.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  how  active  a 
campaign  do  you  plan  to  conduct  this  fall? 

THE  PRESIDENT.  Whatever  I  think  is  wise 
and  necessary,  and  I  expect  to  appear  in  vari- 
ous parts  of  the  country  and  be  very  con- 
cerned with  seeing  that  my  party  and  my 
platform  and  the  views  of  my  candidates  are 
properly  presented.  I  will  make  whatever 
contribution  I  can,  consistent  with  discharg- 
ing my  other  duties,  and  try  to  be  as  helpful 
to  the  ticket  as  possible  at  all  times. 

[20.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  can  you  tell  us 
if  you  plan  any  further  action,  any  further 
Federal  action,  in  New  York  City?  And 
can  you  give  us  some  elaboration  of  what  you 
meant  by  extremist  elements  involved  in  the 
disorders? 

THE  PRESIDENT.  No,  I  Said  that  we  get 
reports  from  there  every  evening.  I  don't 
think  there  is  any  question  but  what  there 
are  some  extremist  elements  involved  in  the 
violence  that  takes  place  there.  I  think  that 
must  be  evident  to  everyone  who  reads  the 
newspapers.  So  far  as  we  are  concerned,  we 
are  prepared  to  take  whatever  action  may  be 
necessary  and  desirable.  We  have  Mr. 
Hoover  keeping  very  close  watch  on  it.  He 
has  an  adequate  supply  of  manpower  avail- 
able to  him.  He  has  them  assigned  on  spe- 
cific investigations  at  the  moment,  and  we 
will  follow  it  very  closely  and  do  whatever 
needs  to  be  done. 

[21.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  in  presenting 
your  views  this  fall  and  discussing  the  issues 
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that  you  want  to  present,  would  you  be  will- 
ing to  debate  Senator  Goldwater  on  televi- 
sion? 

THE  PRESIDENT.  Well,  we  wiU  cross  that 
bridge  when  we  get  to  it. 

[22.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  sir,  there  has 
been  the  claim  in  the  campaign  of  an  across- 
the-board  attack  on  the  foreign  policy  of  the 
United  States  during  recent  years.  This  has 
raised  questions  here  and  abroad  as  to 
whether  this  wholesale  kind  of  attack  could 
cause  your  administration  to  trim  its  foreign 
policy  in  any  major  way.  Could  you  answer 
these  questions,  sir? 

THE  PRESIDENT.  I  think  forcigu  policy  is  an 
appropriate  subject  for  discussion.  I  think 
the  people  of  this  country  really  need  no 
advice  from  anyone  else  in  other  parts  of  the 
world  about  the  decision  they  should  make, 
but  I  think  they  will  certainly  want  to  be 
sure  that  the  foreign  policy  of  their  country 
is  a  proper  one,  and  I  am  prepared  to  present 
the  views  of  my  party  on  that  subject  and 
will  do  so  at  such  time  and  at  such  length 
as  may  be  desirable. 

[23.]     Q.  Mr.  President,  sir,  in  response 


to  an  earlier  question,  you  said  you  hoped 
neither  candidate's  words  or  deeds  would  en- 
courage extremists.  Do  you  feel  that  any- 
thing Senator  Goldwater  has  said  of  late 
would  encourage  extremists  ? 

THE  PRESIDENT.  I  wiU  Icave  that  up  to  the 
judgment  of  the  people  and  you.  I  don't 
want  to  be  passing  personal  judgment  on  the 
acts  of  another  individual.  I  have  given  you 
my  viewpoint  on  it.  That  is  a  little  mission 
you  will  have  to  do  for  yourself. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  would  you  give  us  your 
reaction,  please,  to  the  attacks  that  were  made 
on  Senator  Goldwater  by  foreign  officials  in 
the  foreign  press? 

THE  PRESIDENT.  I  think  that  the  American 
people  are  perfectly  capable  of  making  their 
own  decision  with  regard  to  the  parties  and 
the  candidates,  and  I  think  that  they  will  do 
that  without  the  necessity  of  advice  from 
anyone  abroad. 

Merriman  Smith,  United  Press  Interna- 
tional: Thank  you,  Mr.  President. 

note:  President  Johnson's  twenty-third  news  con- 
ference was  held  in  the  State  Department  Auditorium 
at  3:30  p.m.  on  Friday,  July  24,  1964. 


476    Remarks  of  Farewell  to  General  Prapass  Charusathiara 


of  Thailand.     ]uly  24,  1964 

I  HAVE  had  a  very  delightful  and  enjoyable 
visit  v^ith  the  General  and  it  brought  back 
many  pleasant  memories  of  my  visit  to  your 
v^onderful  country  in  1961  when  I  was  Vice 
President  and  was  out  there. 

I  asked  about  some  friends  that  I  met. 
We  talked  about  our  problems.  We  regard 
your  friendship  very  highly. 

We  are  very  grateful  for  the  contribution 
that  you  have  made  to  our  efforts  in  that  area 
to  resist  aggression  for  the  people  there  who 
love  their  freedom. 

We  are  participating  to  the  extent  we  can 
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in  helping  in  the  economic  development  of 
your  wonderful  country,  and  we  are  very 
proud  of  the  advancements  and  the  contribu- 
tions you  have  made. 

I  thank  you.  General,  for  coming  in  to 
see  me. 

I  am  happy  to  know  that  his  visit  to  Walter 
Reed  has  been  a  success,  and  I  will  look  for- 
ward to  meeting  him  again. 

note:  The  President  spoke  shortly  after  6  p.m.  from 
the  West  Wing  at  the  White  House  upon  the  de- 
parture of  General  Prapass  and  his  party.  General 
Prapass,  Deputy  Prime  Minister  of  Thailand,  had 
undergone  eye  surgery  at  Walter  Reed  Hospital  in 
Washington. 
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RESPONSIBLE  leaders  of  labor  are  part 
of  the  responsible  leadership  of  our  Ameri- 
can economy  and  society — and  that  is  why 
you  are  here. 

I  believe  the  Presidency  was  conceived  as 
an  office  of  domestic  persuasion  more  than 
domestic  power.  That  is  how  I  have  tried 
to  use  the  office  since  it  was  thrust  upon  me 
that  tragic  day  last  November. 

The  response  of  all  sectors  convinces  me 
this  is  the  right  course.  All  Americans, 
working  together,  have  written  a  most  im- 
pressive record  these  last  7  months. 

Since  November,  GNP  is  up  nearly  $20 
billion.  Personal  income  is  up  $15^4 
billion.  After-tax  income  is  up  $20  billion. 
In  this  short  span  the  typical  family  of  four 
has  gained  almost  $370  more  after  taxes — 
to  save  or  to  spend. 

I  am  especially  gratified  that  last  month 
there  were  72  million  Americans  at  work — 
2,628,000  more  than  last  November.  Some 
of  that  increase  is  seasonal.  But  when 
adjustment  is  made,  there  is  still  a  gain  of 
1,165,000  jobs  in  just  7  months. 

Unemployment  is  still  too  high.  But  it 
has  dropped — from  5.9  percent  for  Novem- 
ber to  5.3  percent  for  June. 

This  is  progress  we  have  made  together. 

We  can  view  the  record  through  business 
eyes  or  the  eyes  of  labor.  Either  way,  the 
record  of  the  past  41  months  is  the  best 
American  eyes  have  ever  beheld. 

For  41  consecutive  months  we  have  en- 
joyed the  longest  and  largest  peacetime  ex- 
pansion in  our  history. 

Five  million  more  Americans  are  at  work 
in  nonfarm  jobs  than  in  February   1961. 

Average  weekly  earnings  in  manufactur- 
ing reached  $103.50  last  month — an  all-time 
high. 


I  announced  yesterday — and  I  repeat  to- 
day: The  Council  of  Economic  Advisers 
informs  me  this  will  be  the  first  peacetime 
administration  in  a  century  unmarred  by 
economic  recession  or  depression. 

We  have  come  a  long  way — ^up — ^from 
the  bottom  of  the  last  of  the  three  recessions 
during  the  preceding  7  years. 

In  ^Yz  years  industrial  production  is  up 
27  J4  percent.  Average  weekly  earnings  are 
up  $14.56.  Personal  income  is  up  by  $83 
billion — or  one-fifth.  That  typical  family  of 
four  has  gained  $1,200  in  after-tax  take- 
home  income. 

This  is  the  profile  of  the  most  prosperous 
years  in  American  peacetime  history — be- 
cause that  is  what  the  1961-1964  years  have 
been. 

We  do  not  have — the  free  world  does  not 
have — any  stronger  asset  than  this  solid, 
steady  economic  well-being  for  the  American 
system. 

I  want  to  preserve  it — and  we  shall  by 
relying  on  cooperation,  not  by  experiment- 
ing with  compulsion. 

I  want  to  continue  it — and  we  shall  by 
trusting  our  tradition  of  compassion,  not  by 
toying  with  the  expedients  of  coercion. 

I  remember — and  you  have  not  for- 
gotten— other  days  when  American  men, 
old  and  young,  were  idle  in  the  streets. 
They  had  no  homes — no  help — no  hope. 
We  faced  a  fundamental  crisis. 

We  made  a  basic  national  choice.  We 
chose  compassion.  We  put  our  faith  in 
man — in  the  dignity  and  decency  of  indi- 
vidual man.  We  committed  our  system, 
then  and  there,  to  ofler  jobs  for  the  jobless, 
not  jabs;  provide  homes  for  the  homeless 
not  hate;  give  love  for  the  children,  no 
lectures. 
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Our  prosperity  today  is  the  harvest  of 
those  seeds  of  compassion  sown  not  so  long 
ago.  Compassion  gave  us  the  impetus. 
From  then  until  now^,  we  have  moved 
straight  and  sure  toward  our  present  level  of 
well-being. 

If  we  are  to  live  in  a  decent  society,  there 
is  no  substitute  for  compassion.  But  com- 
passion must  go  hand-in-hand  with  courage. 

As  we  keep  a  vigil  for  freedom  around  the 
world  with  our  allies,  so  we  must  keep  a  vigil 
for  well-being  at  home  among  ourselves. 
We  must  be  as  courageous  against  threats  to 
our  civilian  supply  of  jobs  as  we  would  be 
against  threats  to  our  military  lines  of  supply. 
We  must  be  as  alert  to  conditions  on  the 
perimeter  of  our  society  as  to  those  on  the 
perimeter  of  the  free  world.  We  must  be  as 
resolute  in  keeping  our  commitments  to  our 
own  people  as  we  are  in  keeping  our  com- 
mitments to  others. 

We  have  a  commitment  to  full  employ- 
ment.   We  must  keep  it — and  we  shall. 

We  have  a  commitment  to  equal  rights 
and  equal  opportunity.  We  must  keep  it — 
and  we  shall. 

We  have  a  commitment  to  universal  edu- 
cation.   We  must  keep  it — at  every  level. 

We  have  a  commitment  to  security  for  the 
aged.  We  must  keep  it — and  we  shall,  when 
they  are  ill  as  well  as  when  they  are  in  good 
health. 

We  have  embedded  in  our  national  poli- 
cies— and  our  national  character — a  commit- 
ment to  compassion.  We  must  keep  that 
commitment  and  keep  it  fully. 

We  have  peace — and  prosperity.  Times 
are  good.  But  all  through  our  society  there 
are  signs  and  signals  which  tell  us  we  cannot 
be  complacent  or  callous. 

There  are  Americans  at  the  top  of  the 
ladder — more  than  ever  before.  We  want  to 
keep  them  there. 

There  are  Americans  at  the  bottom  of  the 


ladder — far  more  than  we  can  tolerate.  We 
want  to  help  them  move  up. 

We  must  go  to  war  on  poverty — and  all 
its  causes. 

Poverty  at  home  is  an  enemy  of  our  society 
as  much  as  aggressors  abroad.  Poverty  amid 
plenty  can  subvert  our  prosperity  and  under- 
mine our  stability.  A  war  on  poverty  is  a 
war  to  redeem  human  life,  not  destroy  it — 
and  it  is  a  war  this  generation  of  Americans 
must  wage  and  win. 

As  there  are  Americans  at  the  top  and  at 
the  bottom,  there  are  also  Americans  in  the 
middle.    This  great  majority  must  be  served. 

The  father  with  a  steady  job  and  steady 
bills  must  know  his  job  is  secure  and  that  his 
bills  can  be  paid.  The  mother  of  growing 
children  who  lives  with  growing  worries 
must  know  that  her  concerns  are  not  hers 
to  bear  alone. 

America's  families  have  just  concerns — for 
their  cities  and  their  neighborhoods,  for  old 
debts  and  new  rooms,  for  the  approaching 
costs  of  college  and  the  eventual  expenses 
after  retirement.  Our  system  must  respect 
those  concerns — and  respond  to  them. 

Our  challenge — ^yours  and  mine  and  all 
Americans — ^is  to  sustain  the  prosperity  we 
have  achieved  and  enlarge  its  meaning  for 
all  Americans. 

We  must  press  our  attack  on  unemploy- 
ment. The  tax  cut  has  been  a  stimulus.  It 
will  continue  to  bear  much  fruit.  But  we 
cannot — and  must  not — rest  on  that  alone. 

We  must  continue  our  attack  on  unnec- 
essary spending  in  government.  But  I  be- 
lieve as  Thomas  Jefferson  put  it  we  should 
always  have  a  "wise  and  frugal  Government" 
which  "shall  not  take  from  the  mouth  of 
labor  the  bread  it  has  earned."  While  we 
continue  to  press  the  cause  of  frugality,  we 
shall  see  to  it  that  the  economy  receives  the 
stimulus  it  needs  to  sustain  prosperity  and 
narrow  unemployment. 
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We  must  continue  our  balance-of -payments 
improvement  and  to  strive  for  continuing 
price  stability. 

America's  agenda  is  long.  But  at  the 
head  of  it  nov7  is  one  imperative — assuring 
the  rights  of  all  our  people  under  the  law^ 
and  assuring  respect  for  the  law  from  all  our 
people. 

I  would  repeat  to  you  as  I  said  yesterday: 
I  intend  to  work  to  ensure  that  every  person 
enjoys  the  full  constitutional  rights  and  equal 
opportunity  that  are  his  birthright  as  an 
American  citizen. 

I  intend  to  use  all  the  resources  I  have  to 
make  sure  those  who  claim  rights — and 
those  who  deny  them — ^bend  their  passions 
to  peaceful  obedience  of  the  law  of  the  land. 

But  the  man  in  the  White  House — who- 
ever he  may  be — cannot  do  that  job  alone. 
I  need  your  help — and  the  help  of  every 
American. 

You  are  leaders.  I  ask  you  to  exercise  that 
leadership. 

America's  labor  movement  won  its  great 
strength  and  freedom  and  respect  through 


the  law.  You  who  pursued  that  long  strug- 
gle can  serve  your  country  and  your  cause 
now  by  urging  your  communities  to  trust 
the  law  of  the  land  and  help  it  to  prevail. 

A  united  America  has  come  to  a  place  and 
posture  of  greatness  in  the  world. 

We  must  not  slip  from  that  position  into 
the  depths  of  division  and  lose  the  greatness 
we  have  won  together. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  4:10  p.m.  in  the  East 
Room  at  the  White  House.  Included  in  the  group 
were  some  280  o£  the  Nation's  labor  leaders. 

On  July  25  the  White  House  released  a  list  of 
"Ten  Key  Economic  Gains"  showing  comparative 
gains  since  November  1963  and  since  January  1961. 
In  addition  to  those  mentioned  by  the  President  in 
his  remarks,  the  list  shows  an  estimated  gain  in 
corporate  profits  (after  taxes)  of  $3.5  million  (12 
percent)  since  1963,  and  $12.2  billion  (62.5  percent) 
since  1961,  also  a  gain  in  stock  values  of  19  percent 
since  1963  and  34  percent  since  1961. 

Also  released  on  July  25  was  a  list  of  "Presidents 
and  Recessions  Since  1837'*  listing  21  Presidents  and 
the  months  of  recession  during  their  administrations. 
The  periods  of  recession  ranged  from  i  month 
during  the  Kennedy-Johnson  administrations  to  43 
months  during  President  Hoover's  administration. 

As  printed,  this  item  follows  the  prepared  text 
released  by  the  White  House. 


478    Remarks  of  Welcome  at  the  White  House  to  President 
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Mr,  President: 

Your  country  and  my  country  are  both 
young,  but  friendship  between  our  peoples 
is  old. 

Even  before  we  gained  our  independence, 
Americans  were  engaged  in  peaceful  com- 
merce with  your  people.  We  are  proud  to 
welcome  you  here  today  in  friendship  and  in 
independence. 

Independence  is  the  great  trust  of  this  cen- 
tury. Never  before  have  so  many  men  had 
in  their  own  hands  the  privilege  and  the  re- 
sponsibility of  determining  their  own 
destiny. 


We  of  the  United  States  rejoice  in  this. 
We  rejoice  especially,  Mr.  President,  when 
nations  such  as  yours  and  leaders  such  as 
you  emphasize  the  responsibility  of  in- 
dependence as  well  as  the  privilege  of 
independence. 

In  our  188  years  of  independence  we  have 
learned  that  liberty  is  not  license;  freedom 
is  not  a  favor;  security  is  not  to  be  had  with- 
out sacrifice. 

In  your  nation's  4  years  of  regained  inde- 
pendence, you  have  impressed  these  same 
lessons  upon  those  that  you  lead.  Your 
statesmanship  speaks  eloquently  as  an  ex- 
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ample  of  the  new  leaders  of  the  new  nations 
on  both  continents  between  which  your  coun- 
try is  an  ancient  bridge.  In  Africa  and  in 
Asia  the  will  for  independence,  freedom, 
and  peace  runs  strong.  We  welcome  and 
we  applaud  the  courage  of  men  on  every 
continent  who  stand  against  the  eflorts  of 
any  to  turn  that  tide  or  stem  its  flow. 

Mr.  President,  the  United  States  does  not 
seek  to  dominate  any  friend  and  does  not 
seek  to  destroy  any  foe.  But  where  men 
stand  up  for  their  own  freedom,  we  will 
stand  with  them.  Where  men  strive  to 
make  life  better  for  their  children,  we  will 
strive  with  them.  Where  men  are  ready  to 
seek  sincerely  after  peace,  we  welcome  them 
to  join  with  us  genuinely  in  its  pursuit. 

In  the  i86o's  our  two  countries  solemnly 
declared  that  peace  and  friendship  should 
exist  between  them  forever.  In  these  1960's, 
100  years  later,  it  gives  me  great  pleasure  to 
reaffirm  that  declaration. 

It  is  my  high  privilege  this  morning  to  wel- 
come you  here,  to  welcome  you  as  the  leader 
of  free  and  independent  friends  of  these  free 
and  independent  people  of  the  United  States 
for  whom  I  speak. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  11  a.m.  on  the  South 
Lawn  at  the  White  House  where  President  Philibert 
Tsiranana  was  given  a  fornial  welcome  with  full 
military  honors.  President  Tsiranana  responded  as 
follows: 

Mr,  President,  Mrs,  Johnson: 

I  am  most  grateful  to  you  for  welcoming  us,  my 
wife,  the  members  of  my  party,  and  myself,  in  this 


very  high  and  lofty  place  of  the  American  history. 

I  am  most  grateful  to  you  also  for  giving  me  the 
occasion  to  get  better  acquainted  with  your  huge 
country.  Up  to  now  I  had  only  visited  New  York 
City  and  Washington. 

Owing  to  the  very  close  relations  which  have 
already  existed  between  our  two  peoples  and  owing 
to  the  present  international  situation,  it  behooves  me 
to  meet  with  you  at  this  point  and  to  have  meetings 
and  talks  with  the  high  officials  of  your  government. 

These  considerations  were  not  the  only  ones  which 
caused  me  to  decide  to  accept  your  friendly  invita- 
tion. The  feelings  of  Madagascar  toward  the  United 
States  as  well  as  my  own  personal  feelings  led  us 
very  naturally  to  strengthen  the  already  important 
action  of  our  respective  embassies  in  the  field  of 
friendship. 

Lately,  the  Government  of  the  United  States  has 
been  of  great  service  to  Madagascar  and  has  effec- 
tively contributed  to  our  development  policy.  But 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  has  done  even 
more  in  preparing  and  in  enacting  the  bill  on  civil 
rights,  and  I  was  most  happy  to  be  able  to  congratu- 
late personally  Secretary  G.  Mennen  Williams  on  the 
very  day  of  the  enactment  of  this  historic  bill  after 
sending  a  telegram  of  personal  congratulations  to 
you,  Mr.  President. 

The  administration  which  was  led  first  by  the 
much  beloved  President  Kennedy  and  which  was  led 
then  by  Your  Excellency,  Mr.  President,  has  dis- 
played itself  as  a  human  and  courageous  adminis- 
tration. The  Nation  which  you  are  leading  is 
favored  among  all  nations,  and  it  has  the  greatest  of 
destinies  promised  to  it. 

The  Malagasy  people  will  never  forget  the  unity 
displayed  in  this  noble  endeavor  by  the  representa- 
tives of  the  American  people  and  by  its  leaders. 

On  behalf  of  the  Parliament  and  of  the  people  of 
Madagascar,  and  on  behalf  of  our  Government,  I 
salute  you,  Mr.  President  and  Mrs.  Johnson,  and  I 
bring  you  the  assurances  that  the  great  Malagasy 
Island  counts  firmly  the  United  States  of  America 
among  its  greatest  friends.  Long  live  the  United 
States  and  long  live  Madagascar. 


479    Toasts  of  the  President  and  President  Tsiranana. 
]uly  27,  1964 


Mr,  President,  ladies  and  gentlemen: 

Four  years  ago  the  land  of  our  guest  re- 
gained its  independence.  As  head  of  the 
new  republic  the  President  asked  his  legis- 


lative branch  to  impose  an  independence  tax 
upon  the  people.  The  purpose  was  not  to 
raise  revenue  but  to  impress  upon  the  people 
that  independence  was  not  a  gift.    As  some- 
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times  happens  even  in  Washington,  the 
legislative  branch  was  not  too  receptive  to 
the  suggestion. 

But  we  honor  the  President  for  all  he  has 
done  to  make  it  clear  that  independence 
means  taking  up  new  responsibilities,  not 
laying  them  down. 

The  American  people  have  taken  up  many 
responsibilities  these  days  around  the  world. 
Those  burdens  are  not  light.  The  way  we 
have  chosen  is  neither  short  nor  smooth. 
But  we  entertain  no  thought  of  casting  ofif 
those  responsibilities  and  leaving  them  at  the 
roadside  of  history. 

We  in  America  have  only  one  policy,  only 
one  purpose,  and  one  pursuit,  and  that  is 
victory  for  freedom.  When  that  victory  for 
freedom  is  won,  it  will  be  a  victory  for  re- 
sponsibility among  nations,  young  and  old, 
small  and  large. 

We  in  the  United  States  take  great  en- 
couragement from  the  model  of  moderate 
and  mature  leadership  that  our  guest  and 
other  leaders  like  him  offer  the  newly  inde- 
pendent nations. 

We  welcome  the  close  relationship  be- 
tween us.  We  are  especially  grateful  that 
our  countries  can  be  associated  in  the  great 
efforts  of  space  exploration  for  the  good  of 
all  mankind. 

The  President  and  I  met  all  too  briefly  3 
years  ago  in  Dakar.  Today  that  friendship 
has  deepened  and  grown. 

We  discovered  that  we  were  both  born 
in  cattle  country  of  parents  with  meager 
means.  In  the  1930's  we  were  both  teachers. 
We  both  entered  public  service  in  the 
legislative  branch. 

There  is  one  difference:  the  President  is 
not  up  for  election  until  next  year. 

The  road  of  opportunity  under  freedom 
and  democracy  is  a  road  that  all  men  may 
walk  on  all  sides  of  the  world.  It  is  a  road 
that  we  intend  to  keep  open  and  to  keep  it 


wide  open  for  all  men  whatever  their  race, 
their  region,  their  faith,  or  their  flag. 

So,  this  is  a  happy  privilege  to  be  gathered 
here  this  evening  under  the  sky  and  the 
stars  with  many  of  our  friends  from  through- 
out the  Nation  and  some  of  the  leaders  in 
all  forms  of  public  life  in  this  country. 

And  to  our  friends  who  have  come  to  pay 
honor  to  this  leader,  I  should  now  like  to 
ask  you  to  join  with  me  in  a  toast  to  the 
President  of  the  Malagasy  Republic — to  the 
friendship  between  our  peoples,  to  the  vic- 
tory for  freedom  toward  which  we  all  work 
together — Mr.  President. 

note:  The  President  proposed  the  toast  at  a  state 
dinner  held  in  the  Rose  Garden  at  the  White  House. 
President  Tsiranana  responded  as  follows: 

Mr.  President,  Mrs.  ]ohnson.  Members  of  the  Cabinet 
and  Members  of  Congress: 

I  shall  speak  since  I  feel  it  is  incumbent  upon  me 
to  do  so,  but  I  know  that  I  shall  not  be  as  eloquent 
as  you,  Mr.  President. 

I  speak  as  a  duty  and  perhaps  as  a  responsibility 
of  being  a  chief  of  state,  as  you  pointed  out. 

I  should  like  to  thank  you  on  behalf  of  the 
Malagasy  people  and  on  behalf  of  the  Malagasy 
Government  and  in  my  own  name,  in  the  name  of 
my  wife.  We  thank  you,  your  wife,  the  American 
people,  and  the  American  Government  for  receiving 
us  here  tonight  and  for  conferring  such  great  honor 
and  such  friendship  upon  us,  because  it  is  indeed 
a  very  great  honor  for  us  to  come  and  visit  your 
great  country. 

As  I  was  telling  Secretary  Rusk  today  at  lunch, 
we  are  happy  and  proud  to  be  in  a  country  which 
was  once  a  colony  and  which,  today,  is  the  greatest 
country  in  the  world.  We  take  great  pride  in  this 
even  though  we  only  have  been  independent  for  4 
years  and  you  have  been  independent  for  close  to 
200  years. 

We  know  how  glorious  your  history  is.  We  know 
that  the  American  people  love  freedom,  and  we 
recognize  how  the  American  people  love  freedom, 
and  I  shall  tell  you  very  simply  how  I 
came  to  recognize  and  understand  that  the  Ameri- 
can people  love  freedom. 

I  was  here  in  1959  and  I  noticed  most  of  all 
that  even  the  small  houses  in  the  country  had  no 
fences  around  them.  I  understood  then  that  the 
American  people  were  very  fond  of  freedom  when  I 
saw  there  were  no  fences  around  any  of  the  houses. 
I  saw  a  school  and  my  reaction  was  the  same.     I 
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asked  about  this  and  the  reply  which  came  to  me 
was,  "We  want  the  children  to  feel  free,  so  there 
are  no  fences  around  the  school." 

This  is  a  small  thing  perhaps,  but  it  denotes  a 
state  of  mind — the  love  of  freedom  in  the  American 
people,  a  freedom  for  which  the  American  people 
have  struggled  hard.  And  we  also  know  that  the 
American  people  love  democracy.  The  two  can- 
not be  divided,  and  this  is  a  wonderful  example 
which  has  been  given  to  us  young  nations. 

I  very  often  speak  against  some  self-styled  free 
countries.  For  instance,  I  do  not  care  for  the  re- 
gime in  the  eastern  part  of  the  world.  When  I  was 
in  Berlin  and  looked  at  the  wall,  I  knew  that  there 
was  no  freedom  there. 

So,  my  dear  Mr.  President,  there  is  much  that  we 
can  take  from  you,  our  elder  sister  nation,  in  the 
struggle  that  you  have  waged  for  freedom.  The 
Malagasy  people  are  also  much  attached  to  freedom. 

I  should  not  like  to  sound  here  as  if  I  were  boast- 
ing, but  if  in  the  whole  world  of  today  there  are 
only  two  countries  which  love  freedom  and  inde- 
pendence, then  Malagasy  is  the  second.  If  there  is 
only  one  such  country  in  the  world,  then  perhaps 
that  country  is  my  own  country. 

You  have  said,  Mr.  President,  that  we  are  very 
much  alike.  In  a  sense,  we  are.  You  came  from  a 
cattle-raising  family  and  I  myself  was  herding  cows 
as  a  child.    My  parents  were  raising  cattle  and,  later 


on,  I  became  a  teacher  and  then  deviated  into  poli- 
tics, and  I  am  caught  in  the  public  of  my  small 
country. 

But  there  is  indeed  something  that  we  have  very 
much  in  common.  Since  you  have  referred  to  the 
elections,  Mr.  President,  let  me  say  that  the  Malagasy 
people  love  freedom  very  much  and  that  we  ad- 
mired your  predecessor,  President  Kennedy,  very 
much.  We  sensed  his  love  of  freedom  and  we  sense 
that  you  also,  Mr.  President,  love  freedom. 

We  know  that  you  have  displayed  much  courage 
in  your  support  of  the  entire  segregation  legislation. 
The  Malagasy  people  have  followed  your  efforts  very 
closely,  and  we  thank  you  for  all  you  have  done 
even  though  we  ourselves  are  not  American,  but 
anything  that  is  done  anywhere  to  promote  the  cause 
of  mankind  is  very  dear  to  us. 

You  stand  in  the  forefront  of  liberty  and  human 
brotherhood.  My  wish  is  that  you  shall  succeed  in 
the  forthcoming  election,  and  I  shall  make  a  special 
prayer  that  the  good  Lord  be  with  you  and  help 
you  to  carry  the  success  that  that  wish  shall  be 
yours  and  also  that  there  shall  be  peace  in  the  whole 
world  and  in  the  United  States. 

I  invite  you,  ladies  and  gentlemen,  to  join  with 
me  in  a  toast  to  the  success  of  the  President  in  the 
forthcoming  election,  to  his  health,  and  to  peace  in 
the  world. 

Long  live  America  and  long  live  Madagascar. 


480    White  House  Statement  on  the  Desalting  of 
Sea  Water.    July  27,  1964 


THE  President  has  requested  the  Depart- 
ment of  the  Interior  to  collaborate  with  the 
Atomic  Energy  Commission,  in  consultation 
with  the  Office  of  Science  and  Technology, 
to  develop  a  plan  for  "an  aggressive  and 
imaginative  program"  to  advance  progress 
in  large-scale  desalting  of  sea  water. 

The  President,  in  making  his  request, 
noted  that  the  Federal  saline  water  conver- 
sion program  has  concentrated  thus  far  on 
research,  and  development  efforts  have  been 
limited.  Substantial  progress  has  been  made, 
the  President  said,  but  much  remains  to  be 
done  and  the  greatest  necessity  is  to  advance 
the  technology  of  large-scale  desalting  plants. 

The  President  requested  that  the  Interior 
Department  submit  a  report  to  the  Budget 


Bureau  by  September  ii. 

The  President  also  announced  that  a 
three-man  team  from  the  Department  of  the 
Interior  and  the  Atomic  Energy  Commission 
is  leaving  for  Israel  to  begin  joint  discussions 
with  Israeli  representatives  in  Tel  Aviv  on 
July  27  on  the  desalting  of  sea  water.  This 
team  is  the  outgrowth  of  a  two-day  meeting 
held  in  Washington  on  June  2  between 
President  Johnson  and  Israeli  Prime  Minister 
Eshkol.  A  group  will  investigate  the  tech- 
nical and  economic  feasibility  of  building 
a  combined  nuclear  power  and  sea  water  de- 
salting plant  in  Israel. 

The  United  States  representatives  will  be 
Milton  Chase  and  Stewart  Mulford  of  the 
Interior  Department  and  Irving  Spiewak, 
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a  nuclear  reactor  expert  from  the  Atomic 
Energy  Commission  laboratory  at  Oak 
Ridge,  Tenn. 

The  President  also  announced  that  a  one- 
week  long  international  symposium  on  de- 
salting of  water  will  be  held  in  Washington 
beginning  October  3, 1965.  The  symposium 
will  be  sponsored  by  the  Department  of  the 
Interior  and  the  Department  of  State  with 
the  cooperation  of  the  Agency  for  Interna- 
tional Development  and  the  United  Nations 
Educational,  Scientific,  and  Cultural 
Organization. 

In  his  request  to  the  Interior  Department, 
the  President  said  that  every  means  should 
be  explored  to  increase  the  momentum  of 
desalting  progress  by  exploiting  the  now 
best  developed  technology  (evaporators), 
using  conventional  or  nuclear  fuels  or  both 
and  by  pursuing  other  alternatives.  He 
said  the  plan  should  provide  for  the  full 
use  of  existing  research  and  development 
facilities. 

The  President  pointed  out  that  a  recent 
study  made  under  the  auspices  of  the  Office 
of  Science  and  Technology  indicates  that  a 
combination  of  large-scale   nuclear   power 


plants  and  large-scale  desalting  plants  could 
produce  power  and  water  at  competitive 
costs  by  about  1975  in  many  water  short 
coastal  areas.  He  said  the  plan  should  pro- 
pose the  best  strategy  and  time  schedule  for 
relating  the  development  of  large-scale  nu- 
clear power  technology  to  the  development 
of  large-scale  desalting  technology. 

The  President  also  requested  that  full 
recognition  should  be  given  to  the  impor- 
tance of  sharing  the  benefits  of  American 
desalting  technology  with  other  nations. 

note:  On  July  i6  the  White  House  announced  that 
representatives  o£  the  United  States  and  the  Soviet 
Union  had  met  in  Washington  July  14-16  to 
explore  the  possibilities  of  mutually  beneficial  scien- 
tific cooperation  in  the  development  of  methods  for 
desalting  sea  water,  including  the  use  of  nuclear 
energy.  Dr.  Donald  F.  Hornig,  Special  Assistant 
to  the  President  for  Science  and  Technology,  headed 
the  U.S.  delegation.  The  Soviet  delegation  v^^as 
headed  by  Aleksandr  I.  Churin,  Chief  Administra- 
tor of  the  State  Committee  on  Coordination  of 
Scientific  Work.  The  text  of  the  joint  memoran- 
dum released  follovsring  the  meeting  and  the  list  of 
delegates  are  printed  in  the  Department  of  State 
Bulletin  (vol.  51,  pp.  144-145). 

For  the  President's  statement  upon  making  public 
the  requested  report  on  desalinization,  see  Item  715. 
For  a  further  statement  concerning  joint  U.S. -Israel 
studies,  see  Item  672. 


481     Remarks  Upon  Signing  Bill  Authorizing  Grants 
for  the  Publication  of  Historical  Documentary 
Source  Material.    July  28,  1964 


I  APPRECIATE  very  much  you  gentlemen 
coming  here  this  morning. 

I  am  very  proud  to  be  able  to  sign  this 
valuable  legislation. 

Through  the  years  Americans  have  been 
too  busy  making  history  to  read  it  carefully 
or  to  record  it,  but  we  cannot  steer  a  sure 
course  to  the  future  without  a  sure  knowl- 
edge of  the  past.  As  has  been  said,  people 
who  do  not  know  their  past  are  doomed  to 
repeat  its  mistakes. 


The  lessons  of  this  century  about  our  re- 
sponsibilities at  home  and  abroad  are  etched 
indelibly  in  our  minds  and  in  our  memories, 
but  it  is  vital  and  valuable  for  those  who 
come  after  us  that  we  preserve  in  orderly 
fashion  those  historic  documents  which  re- 
count this  period  and  its  lessons. 

This  bill  will  be  a  major  step  forward  in 
assisting  both  public  and  private  groups  to 
preserve  the  records  of  our  times. 

I  want  to  thank  Congressman  Brooks  for 
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suggesting  that  we  come  together  today  and 
to  express  appreciation  to  him  and  all  those 
associated  with  the  legislation  for  having 
rendered  the  future  of  our  country  a  great 
service  by  helping  to  hold  to  our  past. 

note:  The  President  spoke  in  midmorning  in  the 
Cabinet  Room  at  the  White  House.  In  his  closing 
remarks  he  referred  to  Representative  Jack  Brooks 
of  Texas. 

On  February  5  the  President  wrote  to  the  General 
Services  Administrator,  Bernard  L.  Boutin,  concern- 
ing the  bill  as  follows: 

"I  am  glad  to  note  that  the  bill  (HR  6237)  to 
authorize  the  National  Historical  Publications  Com- 
mission to  make  small  grants  to  encourage  the 
preservation,  compilation  and  publication  of  the 
original  documents  of  our  history  is  now  before  the 
Senate.  I  agree  fully  with  the  letter  President 
Kennedy  wrote  last  year  in  support  of  this  project. 

"America  has  had  a  proud  history,  and  the  Ameri- 
can people  are  entitled  to  have  the  documentary 
record  of  our  past  and  the  papers  of  our  great 
statesmen   and   leaders   compiled  and  published  in 


easily  available  form.  Federal  participation  in  the 
program  will  help  support  and  stimulate  our  archival 
agencies,  historical  societies,  research  libraries  and 
related  educational  institutions  to  share  their 
documentary  holdings  with  universities  and  colleges 
throughout  the  land  and  with  the  American  people. 
I  look  forward  particularly  to  the  completion  of  the 
projects  to  publish  the  papers  of  the  Adamses, 
Franklin,  Hamilton,  Jefferson  and  Madison. 

"This  bill  supplements  and,  in  the  field  of 
American  history,  is  an  essential  adjunct  to,  the 
major  legislation  in  aid  of  education  enacted  by 
Congress  last  session. 

"It  is  my  hope  that  the  Senate  will  complete 
action  on  the  bill  early  in  the  new  session.  I  would 
like  it  to  be  in  time  to  permit  the  necessary  appro- 
priations for  the  coming  year  and  to  allow  the  Na- 
tional Historical  Publications  Commission  to  make 
its  plans  with  this  in  mind." 

For  President  Kennedy's  letter  in  support  of  the 
project  see  1963  volume,  this  series.  Item  26.  See 
also  Item  245,  1963  volume. 

The  bill  (H.R.  6237),  as  enacted,  is  Public  Law 
88-383    (78  Stat.  335). 


482    Remarks  to  the  Delegates  to  the  Conference  on 
International  Rural  Development.    July  28,  1964 


Mr,  Bell,  ladies  and  gentlemen: 

You  are  in  the  city — and  on  the  grounds 
of  your  house — in  what  some  now  call  our 
"summer  of  discontent." 

Before  you  return  to  your  homes  and 
duties,  I  would  like  to  share  with  you  some 
thoughts  about  this  season. 

In  the  long  view  of  history,  these  years  of 
the  1960's  are  the  early  summer  of  America. 
Our  land  is  young.  Our  strength  is  great. 
Our  course  is  far  from  run. 

Yet  there  is  among  our  people  a  deep  dis- 
content. 

It  is  not  the  discontent  of  a  single  seg- 
ment— or  a  single  section.  It  reaches 
through  the  whole  of  our  society.  The  most 
prosperous,  the  best  housed,  the  best  fed,  the 
best  read,  the  most  intelligent,  and  the  most 
secure  generation  in  our  history — or,  for  that 
matter,  in  all  history — is  discontent. 


Why.? 

It  seems  to  me  that  we  can  find  answers 
from  our  history. 

In  our  national  character,  one  trait  has  run 
unbroken.  That  is  the  trait  of  putting  the 
resources  at  hand  to  the  fullest  use — to  make 
life  better  tomorrow  for  those  who  follow. 

Since  World  War  II  we  have  multiplied 
our  capabilities  as  never  before,  but  we  have 
not  put  them  to  the  fullest  use. 

We  have  the  capacity  to  abolish  hunger. 
We  have  the  capacity  to  end  poverty  and  to 
eliminate  most  diseases.  We  even  have  the 
capacity  to  unsnarl  our  traflSc — except  pos- 
sibly around  the  typical  college  campus. 

We  face  no  new  problems  in  our  society 
this  summer — only  old  problems  which  we 
have  for  too  long  refused  to  face  up  to  and 
have  failed  to  meet. 

We  have  not  put  our  capacities  to  work. 
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Our  cities  show  it.  Our  schools  show  it. 
Our  rural  areas  show  it.  Our  rivers  and  our 
streams  show  it.  The  edges  of  our  society 
show  it. 

This  is  the  source  of  our  discontent. 

We  haven't  been  keeping  faith  with  to- 
morrow— or  with  ourselves — and  we  ought 
to  realize  it. 

If  we  are  learning  anything  from  our  ex- 
periences, we  are  learning  that  it  is  time 
for  us  to  go  to  work,  and  the  first  work  of 
these  times  and  the  first  work  of  our  society 
is  education. 

Without  compromise — without  favor — 
we  must  demand  and  we  shall  maintain 
respect  for  law  and  order  in  this  country. 
But  democracy  never  has  and  democracy 
never  will  solve  its  problems  at  the  end  of 
a  billy  club. 

We — no  less  than  generations  of  Ameri- 
cans before  us — must  put  our  faith  in  educa- 
tion at  all  levels  for  all  the  people. 

The  institutions  you  represent  are  the 
foundation  stones  of  our  society  today.  Yet 
those  foundations  were  put  in  place  long 
ago — by  the  Northwest  Ordinance  of  1787, 
by  the  Land  Grant  Act  of  1862,  by  the  State 
support  of  their  universities  in  the  1870's. 

Dr.  Harry  Ransom  of  my  own  University 
of  Texas  not  long  ago  told  the  people  of  our 
State  that  "the  early  frontiersmen  thought 
more  of  us  100  years  ago  than  we  think  of 
those  who  will  be  living  in  the  year  2064." 

In  our  States  and  Nation  we  just  simply 
must  not  let  that  indictment  stand.  We 
must  rest  our  faith  and  our  hopes  for  Amer- 
ica on  education — not  for  some  but  educa- 
tion for  all. 

I  am  proud  to  say  that  we  are  trying  to  do 
just  that. 

The  88th  Congress  has  written  its  name 
in  history  as  the  education  Congress  on  the 
basis  of  the  legislation  that  you  already  know 
well. 


We  are  very  proud  that  it  is  going  to  be 
also  the  conservation  Congress — more  com- 
prehensive conservation  legislation  will  be 
passed  this  Congress  than  any  Congress  in 
our  history,  except  perhaps  for  a  period  dur- 
ing Theodore  Roosevelt's  administration. 

But  the  real  important  point  I  want  to 
make  is  that  this  is  an  education  Congress 
for  all. 

The  first  60  days  I  was  in  office  I  signed 
three  far-reaching  educational  pieces  of  leg- 
islation. More  meaningful  progress  has 
been  made  this  year  than  in  any  other  single 
year  in  this  century. 

This  is  good,  but  there  is  much  more  that 
we  can  do. 

To  meet  the  needs  of  an  urban  Nation, 
I  am  directing  that  we  push  forward  with 
discussions  of  what  can  be  done  to  bring  our 
city  people  those  benefits  that  were  long 
available  to  rural  families  through  extension 
service. 

Likewise,  we  intend  to  continue  and 
strengthen  the  effective  relationship  between 
the  Federal  Government  and  your  institu- 
tions in  support  of  research  in  all  of  your 
regions. 

I  want  to  dwell  on  that  in  just  a  moment. 
But  I  have  in  the  last  10  days  seen  the  mem- 
bership of  10  task  forces  from  throughout 
this  Nation  who  represent  what  we  believe 
to  be  the  best  brains  that  are  available  in  the 
Nation,  because  we  think  the  best  brains 
ought  to  be  available  to  the  President,  and 
we  have  asked  them  to  come  here  to  study 
some  of  these  vital  subjects:  the  relation  of 
Federal,  State,  and  local  governments;  edu- 
cation, transportation,  many  of  the  things 
that  will  determine  whether  we  have  a  Great 
Society  or  not.  And  they  will  burn  some 
midnight  oil  in  these  task  forces  from  now 
until  the  first  of  the  year  in  preparation  for 
the  course  that  we  will  recommend  that  the 
Nation  follow  next  year  in  the  legislation  to 
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the  Congress  and  the  people  on  the  country- 
side. 

I  would  like  to  point  out  to  you  this  morn- 
ing that  since  the  end  of  1961  the  number  of 
AID-financed  contracts  with  universities  in 
this  country  has  increased  already  35  percent. 
The  number  of  universities  participating  in 
those  contracts  has  already  increased  36  per- 
cent. The  total  amount  of  Federal  contracts 
with  universities  is  already  up  44  percent. 

The  Federal  role  in  relationships  with 
institutions  of  higher  learning  is  not  a  role 
of  control,  as  you  men  know.  The  record  of 
the  institutions  you  represent  is  a  record  of 
real  partnership  in  moderation  between  uni- 
versities and  colleges  of  this  country  and 
between  the  agencies  of  Government  at  all 
levels — ^Federal,  State,  and  local. 

In  a  short  time  we  will  have  another  group 
of  educators  from  not  only  all  the  public 
school  systems,  to  get  a  representative  group, 
but  also  the  State  universities  from  each 
State  in  the  Nation  to  get  their  views  and 
their  recommendations  and  exchange  ideas 
with  them  as  to  what  we  can  do  to  make 
tomorrow  better  living  than  yesterday. 

We  do  not  want  centralized  control  of  our 
society  because  experience  has  taught  us  that 
the  surest  way  to  prevent  such  centralization 
is  to  support  strong  institutions  of  higher 
learning  in  every  State.  And  that  is  what  we 
are  trying  to  do. 

This  has  been  our  Nation's  course  and  it 
is  the  course  that  I  am  trying  to  steer  today. 

But  our  Nation  faces  great  challenges  here 
at  home  and  many  serious  problems  abroad — 
challenges  of  military  security  and  challenges 
of  economic  stability,  and  these  challenges 
cannot  be  met  by  Government  alone  or  by 
business,  that  I  conferred  with  last  week, 
alone,  or  by  labor,  that  met  with  me  last 
Friday,  alone,  or  by  agriculture  alone.  What 
we  must  do  is  bring  our  great  capabilities  to 
bear  on  our  problems  and  on  our  needs. 


We  have  learned  and  we  do  know  that 
those  capacities  can  be  focused  most  effec- 
tively for  us  by  reliance  upon  the  leadership 
of  our  institutions  of  higher  learning  of 
which  you  are  an  integral  part. 

So,  ladies  and  gentlemen,  you  have  a  great 
trust  to  our  society.  We  look  to  you  for 
leadership.  We  plead  with  you  to  keep  us 
moving.  We  vest  in  you  great  confidence, 
believing  that  a  new  age — an  age  of  greater 
service,  of  greater  influence,  of  greater  con- 
tribution— ^is  opening  for  all  America  and 
particularly  for  your  institutions. 

Our  generation  has  spent  most  of  its  time 
and  efforts,  energies  and  talents  on  trying 
to  preserve  Western  civilization.  And  be- 
cause we  have  been  successful  and  we  now 
have  the  preparedness  that  is  essential  to 
preserve  that  civilization,  we  now  have  an 
opportunity  to  develop  it  and  cultivate  it  and 
enjoy  it  and  share  some  of  its  blessings. 

Our  Defense  Department  has  spent  $30 
billion  more  than  would  have  been  spent  if 
we  had  spent  the  same  amount  the  last  4 
years  as  we  did  the  last  year  of  the  other  ad- 
ministration. We  were  spending  $43  bil- 
lion a  year.  Now  we  are  spending  about 
$51  billion — about  $7.5  billion  more  each 
year — but  that  is  buying  us  more  missiles, 
more  bombers,  more  combat  units,  more 
paratroopers,  and  more  power — ^power  that 
we  pray  we  will  never  have  to  use  but  power 
that  protects  us. 

So,  we  are  preserving  that  civilization  in 
order  to  be  able  to  develop  this  society,  and 
you  must  be  the  bellwethers,  the  sheep  that 
go  through  that  fence  first  where  others  can 
follow  you. 

A  great  President  of  the  Republic  of  Texas 
said  in  another  generation,  in  another  cen- 
tury, that  education  is  the  guardian  genius  of 
democracy.  It  is  the  only  dictator  that  free 
men  recognize  and  the  only  ruler  that  free 
men  desire. 
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So,  I  thank  you  for  honoring  us  here  with 
your  presence  this  morning.  You  are  al- 
ways welcome  in  this  House  as  long  as  I  am 
permitted  to  occupy  it. 

note:  The  President  spoke  shortly  before  noon  in 
the  Rose  Garden  at  the  White  House.  His  opening 
words  referred  to  David  E.  Bell,  Administrator  of 


the  Agency  for  International  Development. 

The  conference,  held  in  Washington  July  27-28, 
was  sponsored  by  the  Agency  for  International  De- 
velopment, the  Department  of  Agriculture,  and  the 
Association  of  State  Universities  and  Land-Grant 
Colleges  in  a  joint  effort  toward  improving  the  ef- 
fectiveness of  U.S.  assistance  to  rural  development 
in  the  less-developed  countries. 


483    Joint  Statement  Following  Discussions  With  the 
President  of  Malagasy.    July  28,  1964 


THE  PRESIDENT  of  the  Malagasy  Re- 
public,  Philibert  Tsiranana,  and  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  Lyndon  B. 
Johnson,  have  held  very  cordial  discussions 
on  matters  of  interest  to  both  countries. 

President  Tsiranana  described  the  eco- 
nomic matters  of  concern  in  his  country  and 
the  eflforts  of  his  government  to  promote  the 
advancement  of  the  Malagasy  people.  He 
expressed  appreciation  for  the  understand- 
ing and  friendly  cooperation  of  the  United 
States  in  assisting  the  economic  development 
of  Madagascar,  and  received  assurances  that 
the  United  States  Government  will  contrib- 
ute to  the  realization  of  the  Malagasy  5-year 
plan. 

President  Johnson  recalled  the  long-stand- 
ing friendly  relations  that  have  existed 
between  Americans  and  Malagasy  and  ex- 
pressed his  conviction  that  this  visit  would 
serve  to  further  cement  these  ties. 

President  Tsiranana  praised  the  efforts 
of  the  late  President  Kennedy  carried  on  by 
President  Johnson  in  the  quest  for  better 


understanding  between  the  peoples  of  the 
world  and  recognition  of  the  integral  rights 
of  man  and  of  his  dignity. 

The  two  Presidents  reviewed  the  situation 
existing  in  the  world  today  and  stressed  the 
necessity  of  maintaining  peace  and  security 
in  conformity  with  the  Charter  of  the  United 
Nations.  They  considered  the  difficulties 
confronting  the  developing  nations  of  the 
world  and  discussed  ways  in  which  the 
industrial  nations  might  assist  in  overcoming 
these  problems. 

The  two  Presidents  discussed  foreign 
private  investments  and  the  measures  taken 
by  the  Malagasy  Government  to  encourage 
them,  and  they  spoke  of  ways  in  which 
trade  between  the  United  States  and  Mada- 
gascar can  be  expanded. 

The  two  Presidents  have  stated  they  are 
quite  satisfied  with  the  relations  existing 
between  their  two  countries.  They  pledged 
themselves  to  continue  cooperation  and 
friendship. 


484    Remarks  to  the  Members  of  the  National  Agricultural 
Advisory  Commission.    July  29,  1964 

WHAT  is  good  news  for  the  farmer  is  Farm  exports  for  the  year  ending  June  30 

always  good  news  for  the  country.    The  were  up  to  $6.1  billion — nearly   i  billion 

farmer  and  the  country  have  been  getting  better    than    the    best    year     on    record 

some  good  news  about  agriculture  lately.  previously. 
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Farm  net  income  reached  $12.5  billion  in 
1963  by  the  latest  estimates.  That  is  a  quar- 
ter billion  better  than  earlier  estimates 
indicated. 

For  the  third  year  in  a  row,  farm  profits 
have  exceeded  the  i960  levels  by  nearly  a 
billion  dollars. 

This  is  good  news.  We  welcome  it.  We 
wish  it  were  even  better — ^but  we  believe  it 
will  be. 

In  agriculture  we  are  beginning  to  realize 
the  benefit  from  keeping  our  whole  economy 
on  a  stable,  steady,  recession-free,  and  non- 
inflationary  course. 

Since  February  1961  we  have  had  41  con- 
secutive and  uninterrupted  months  of  reces- 
sion-free economic  expansion — the  longest 
and  largest  in  history.  In  contrast,  in  the  7 
years  prior  to  that  point  we  experienced  three 
closely-spaced  recessions. 

Using  that  date  as  the  break-off  point,  the 
record  is  significant. 

Since  i960,  gross  farm  income  is  up  10  per- 
cent to  $4 1 .7  billion — ^in  stable  dollars.  Cash 
marketing  receipts  are  up  9  percent  to  $36.9 
billion.  Farm  net  income  is  up  nearly  9  per- 
cent— ^to  $17.5  billion. 

Reduced  to  individual  human  terms  the 
gains  are  even  more  encouraging.  The 
per  capita  income  of  the  farm  popula- 
tion during  the  1961-63  years  has  averaged 
one-third  higher  than  over  the  7  previous 
years. 

You  gendemen  of  this  Commission  can  be 
proud  of  your  own  solid  contribution  to 
this.  Your  recommendations  have  been  wel- 
comed and  put  to  use.  But  more  than  that, 
you  have  by  your  example,  shown  a  kind  of 
leadership  agriculture  sorely  needs — non- 
partisan, unbiased,  unprejudiced,  and  genu- 
inely statesmanlike. 

You  have  had  disagreements.  But  you 
have  done  what  some  in  agriculture  seem 
to  have  forgotten  how  to  do.     You  have 


reasoned  together,  worked  together,  and 
reached  agreements  together  in  the  public 
interest. 

I  applaud  you — I  congratulate  you — and  I 
thank  you. 

We  can  make  progress  in  agriculture.  We 
can  if  we  lay  aside  partisanship,  lay  aside 
organizational  prejudices  and  positions,  and 
serve  the  Nation's  interest  and  the  public's 
welfare. 

If  you  won't  mind — and  I  don't  think  you 
will — I  would  like  to  speak  very  frankly  with 
you  for  a  moment. 

Before  I  knew  where  or  what  the  White 
House  was,  I  was  plowing  a  straight  furrow. 
I  don't  know  farmers  or  farming  from  the 
bloc  viewpoint,  or  the  pressure  group  view- 
point, or  the  what-do-we-do-for-them-this- 
year  viewpoint.  I  know  farm  people  and 
farm  problems  as  a  farm  boy  and  farm  owner 
myself. 

In  this  perspective,  I  happen  to  believe  that 
the  time  has  come  for  this  country  to  find 
and  put  to  use  some  better  answers  to  farm 
policy  than  we  have  had  in  many  years. 

Partisanship  won't  do  the  job. 

Pettiness  and  peevishness  won't  do  the  job. 

Prettily  packaged  programs  won't  do  the 
job. 

We  need  an  approach  to  agriculture  that 
serves  all  the  people. 

We  need  both  some  plain  old-fashioned 
candor — and  some  plain  old-fashioned  cour- 
age. 

On  our  commodity  programs,  we  need  the 
candor  to  admit  that  criticism  of  some  is 
accurate  and  appropriate — and  the  courage 
to  say  that  criticism  of  other  programs  is 
aimless  and  absurd. 

We  need  the  candor  and  the  courage  to 
agree  that  the  needs  of  rural  America  won't 
be  met  by  commodity  programs  alone. 

We  must  have  community  programs,  to 
build  up  small  town  America. 
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We  must  have  consumer  programs,  to 
serve  grov^ing  family  America. 

We  need  not — w^e  must  not — assign  rural 
America  to  the  scrapheap  of  history.  We 
must  not — and  we  will  not — tell  the  Ameri- 
can consumer,  rural  or  urban,  to  stand  at  the 
foot  of  the  line. 

Our  need — our  urgent  and  pressing  need 
today — is  to  preserve  the  stability  of  our 
economy  as  a  whole. 

Sharp  and  sudden  turns  from  the  course 
of  the  past  are  unthinkable. 


Prosperity  for  our  people  is  not  less  im- 
portant than  security  for  our  people. 

Whatever  our  goals,  whatever  our  will, 
whatever  our  politics  or  prejudices,  we  must 
proceed  with  prudence,  with  patience,  with 
perseverance. 

America  is  prospering.  Our  goal  and  our 
guide  must  be  to  make  sure  that  America's 
farmers  prosper  in  proportion,  too. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  12:15  p.m.  in  the  Fish 
Room  at  the  White  House.  As  printed,  this  item 
follows  the  prepared  text  released  by  the  White 
House. 


485    Statement  by  the  President  on  Announcing  a  White  House 
Meeting  of  the  Presidents  of  State  Universities.    July  29,  1964 


THE  White  House  meeting  will  be  an  in- 
tellectual convocation  of  the  States.  Its  ob- 
ject will  be  to  get  underway  in  each  State  a 
study  group  of  the  highest  expertness — con- 
sisting of  men  and  women  drawn  from  all 
the  faculties  in  the  State  and  of  experts  out- 
side the  universities — which  at  a  specific 
time  will  be  ready  to  report  on  the  problems 
and  possibilities  of  that  particular  State  and 
region  during  the  coming  decades. 

Our  American  system  is  the  happy  one  of 
federalism.  Both  the  Federal  Government 
and  the  States  have  always  exercised  leader- 


ship in  solving  the  problems  of  the  Nation. 
Through  this  conference,  I  hope  to  lend 
whatever  help  I  can  to  the  exciting  process  of 
revitalization  now  going  on  in  our  50  States. 

note:  The  statement  was  not  made  public  in  the 
form  of  a  White  House  press  release.  It  was  read  by 
the  Press  Secretary  to  the  President,  George  E.  Reedy, 
at  his  news  conference  held  at  the  White  House  at 
4:25  p.m.  on  July  29,  1964,  at  which  time  he  an- 
nounced that  a  meeting  of  presidents  of  leading  State 
universities  would  be  held  at  the  White  House  on 
August  13. 

For  the  President's  remarks  at  the  meeting,  see 
Item  513. 


486    The  President's  News  Conference  of 
July  3O5  1964 


THE  PRESIDENT.  I  am  rushed  a  little  bit  this 
morning,  but  I  thought  I  had  a  few  items 
you  might  be  interested  in.  I  will  get  these 
statements  distributed  for  you  as  soon  as 
they  can  be  copied. 

[i.]  First,  a  year  ago  this  week  the  nu- 
clear test  ban  treaty  was  signed  and  agreed 
upon.  Today,  a  year  later,  more  than  100 
nations  have  joined  the  three  original  sign- 


ing countries.  We  have  also  seen  a  U.N. 
Resolution  Banning  Weapons  of  Mass  De- 
struction in  Outer  Space,  and  steps  to  cut 
back  production  of  fissionable  materials. 

A  year  without  atmospheric  testing  has 
left  our  air  cleaner.  This  is  a  benefit  to 
every  American  family,  and  to  every  family 
everywhere,  since  all  radiation,  however 
small,  involves  some  possibility  of  biological 


907 


[486]    July  30 


Public  Papers  of  the  Presidents 


risk  to  us  or  to  our  descendants. 

At  the  same  time  we  have  taken  every 
precaution  to  insure  the  security  of  the 
United  States.  To  this  end  v^e  have  put 
into  full  effect  the  program  of  safeguards 
originally  approved  by  President  Kennedy 
on  the  advice  of  the  Joint  Chiefs  of  Staff. 
I  can  report  that  the  Chiefs  have  reviewed 
the  present  program  and  agree  that  satisfac- 
tory progress  is  being  made  under  it.  In- 
deed, the  safeguards  program  leaves  us  much 
safer  against  surprises  than  we  were  in  the 
period  of  moratorium  begun  in  1959. 

Even  if  this  treaty  should  end  tomorrow, 
the  United  States  would  be  safer  and 
stronger  than  before. 

We  owe  the  test  ban  treaty,  and  this  year 
of  progress,  to  the  determined  and  dedicated 
leadership  of  a  great  President,  and  the 
Senate  of  the  United  States.  This  leader- 
ship toward  peace  has  had  no  partisan  tinge. 
Four-fifths  of  the  Democrats  and  three- 
fourths  of  the  Republicans  in  the  Senate 
voted  for  this  treaty.  It  is  therefore  right 
that  all  Americans  without  regard  to  party 
should  give  thanks  in  this  anniversary  week 
for  what  the  President  and  the  Senate 
achieved  last  year. 

This  thankfulness  can  be  traced  to  the 
deep  desire  that  all  of  us  have  for  a  world 
in  which  terror  does  not  govern  our  waking 
lives.  We  should  think  of  a  world  in  which 
we  need  not  fear  the  milk  which  our  chil- 
dren drink;  in  which  we  do  not  need  engage 
in  agonizing  speculation  on  the  future 
generations  and  whether  they  will  be  de- 
formed or  scarred. 

We  can  live  in  strength  without  adding  to 
the  hazards  of  life  on  this  planet.  We  need 
not  relax  our  guard  in  order  to  avoid  un- 
necessary risks.  This  is  the  legacy  of  the 
nuclear  test  ban  treaty  and  it  is  a  legacy  of 
hope. 


Q.  You  say  we  will  get  that  statement, 
Mr.  President? 

THE  PRESIDENT.  It  wiU  be  copied  and 
gotten  to  you  as  soon  as  possible. 

[2.]  I  have  recently  had  reports  from 
several  Government  groups  dealing  with  the 
hard  problems  of  minimizing  the  adverse 
impact  of  shifts  in  our  defense  programs. 

The  Atomic  Energy  Commission  has  re- 
ported to  me  on  the  steps  it  has  been  taking 
to  cushion  the  impact  of  scheduled  reduc- 
tions in  the  production  of  fissionable  ma- 
terials at  such  sites  as  Hanford,  Wash.,  and 
Aiken,  S.C. 

The  AEC  has  set  up  an  OfEce  of  Economic 
Impact  and  Conversion,  similar  to  the  De- 
fense Department  office  set  up  by  Secretary 
McNamara,  to  work  with  communities 
affected  by  base  closings  or  contract  termina- 
tions. AEC  is  bringing  in  new  contractors 
at  its  Hanford  plant.  They  are  expected  to 
undertake  private  work  along  with  their 
Government  contracts,  thus  helping  to  di- 
versify the  local  economy.  And  Congress 
has  just  passed  legislation  we  requested  to 
make  Government  land  and  facilities  more 
readily  available  for  diversification  programs. 

I  have  also  had  an  informal  progress  re- 
port from  the  group  I  set  up  last  December 
under  the  chairmanship  of  Gardner  Ackley 
of  the  Council  of  Economic  Advisers  to  study 
how  we  can  best  adjust  to  shifts  in  our  de- 
fense programs.^ 

Some  areas — such  as  Long  Island,  Boston, 
southern  California,  and  Seattle — ^have  al- 
ready lost  many  jobs  by  defense  cutbacks. 
But  the  overall  problem  has  been  gready  re- 
lieved by  our  general  prosperity. 

South  Bend,  Ind. — which  has  been  hit  by 
the  closing  of  an  automobile  factory  rather 


^  Committee  on  the  Economic  Impact  of  Defense 
and  Disarmament,  established  December  21,  1963. 
See  Item  62. 
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than  defense  cutbacks — ^is  an  example  of 
what  vigorous  Government  programs,  aided 
by  a  strong  economy,  can  do.  The  rate  of 
unemployment  in  South  Bend — v^hich  rose 
to  almost  twice  the  national  average — has 
now  been  cut  to  6}^  percent. 

South  Bend  has  provided  a  test  case  for 
stepped-up  Government  programs  of  place- 
ment, retraining,  relief,  and  help  to  local 
authorities  in  attracting  new  industries. 
These  programs  are  available  for  other  com- 
munities which  might  be  hit  by  closing  of 
a  defense  facility  or  ending  of  a  defense  con- 
tract. But  additional  measures  may  be 
needed. 

Some  new  measures  have  already  been 
taken,  for  example,  a  change  in  defense  pro- 
curement regulations,  to  allow  defense  con- 
tractors to  count  civilian  product  planning 
as  cost  in  defense  contracts,  and  new  De- 
fense Department  surveys  to  pinpoint  the 
regional  and  industrial  impact  of  defense 
subcontracts. 

The  committee  expects  to  report  to  me 
within  the  next  2  or  3  months.  This  re- 
port will  include  its  first  set  of  recommenda- 
tions for  further  actions  to  relieve  problems 
of  economic  adjustment.  The  problem  is 
a  complex  one,  and  will  not  be  solved  in  i 
month  or  i  year.  But  I  am  sure  that  the 
intensive  work  of  the  committee  will  lead  to 
constructive  measures. 

[3.]  Here  is  a  brief  statement,  a  copy  of 
which  will  be  given  to  you,  on  the  OAS 
meeting. 

The  inter- American  system  demonstrated 
once  again  this  week  its  effectiveness  and  vi- 
tality by  dealing  resolutely  with  Cuban  ag- 
gression against  Venezuela.  The  speeches 
at  the  meeting  showed  general  agreement 
on  a  verdict  condemning  Cuban  aggression, 
and  the  final  resolution  made  it  abundandy 
clear  that  the  hemisphere  will  not  tolerate 
aggression  by  subversion. 


There  was  a  genuine  concern,  which  we 
shared,  that  although  Venezuela  was  the 
target  of  Communist  aggression  today,  an- 
other country  might  be  the  target  tomorrow, 
and  that  we  must  stand  all  for  one  and  one 
for  all.  Many  able  diplomats  contributed 
to  this  encouraging  result,  but  we  Americans 
can  be  proud  of  our  own  Secretary  Rusk,  and 
of  Secretary  Tom  Mann  and  Ambassador 
Bunker  who  backed  him  up.^ 

[4.]  I  had  a  meeting  yesterday  which  I 
would  like  to  make  a  comment  on  that  may 
be  of  interest  to  you.  It  was  with  my  eco- 
nomic and  financial  advisers.  We  reviewed 
economic  prospects,  problems,  and  policies. 
We  can,  and  do,  take  great  pride  in  our 
record-breaking  prosperity  on  the  home  front 
and  the  restored  prestige  and  strength  of  our 
dollar  abroad. 

But  it  is  a  President's  constant  duty  to 
focus  on  areas  where  we  still  fall  short  of 
our  goals;  to  foresee  and  forestall  problems 
that  may  arise  in  the  future. 

We  took  a  close  look  at  the  further  impact 
of  the  tax  cut  in  creating  jobs  and  putting 
idle  machines  to  work,  and  what  fiscal  and 
monetary  policies  will  get  us  to  our  goal  of 
full  employment. 

We  took  a  close  look  at  methods  of  assur- 
ing  continued  improvement  in  our  export 
surplus,  our  balance  of  payments,  and  our 
gold  flows. 

We  took  a  closer  look  at  prospects  for 
maintaining  our  excellent  price  and  cost 
record — ^the  world's  best — and  preventing 
any  renewal  of  the  price-wage  spiral. 

We  took  a  close  look  at  warding  off  any 
threats  of  slow-down  or  recession  that  may 
arise  to  endanger  our  record-breaking  ex- 
pansion in  1965  or  1966. 

^  Secretary  of  State  Dean  Rusk,  Assistant  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  Inter-American  Affairs  Thomas  C. 
Mann,  and  the  U.S.  Representative  on  the  Council 
of  the  Organization  of  American  States,  Ellsworth 
Bunker. 


909 


[486]    July  30  Public  Papers  of  the  Presidents 

With  the  aid  of  able  and  experienced  men  so  we  have  had  a  reduction  of  about  14,000 

like  Secretary  Dillon,   Chairman  William  or  15,000  in  that  period. 

Martin,  Budget  Director  Gordon,  and  Eco-  [6.]     I  have  a  brief  statement  on  Senator 

nomic  Adviser  Heller  ^ — all  of  whom  have  Engle  which  you  can  pick  up. 

been  here  since  the  Democratic  administra-  Clair  Engle  was  set  apart  by  qualities  of 

tion  and  economic  expansion  got  under  way  intelligence,  compassion,  and  integrity  which 

early  in  1961 — I  know  that  the  Government,  made  him  an  unusual  person  and  an  excep- 

in  partnership  with  labor  and  business  and  tional  public  servant.    His  life  was  given  to 

all  the  private  economy,  will  do  its  part  to  the  pursuit  of  high  goals  and  to  the  service 

maintain    our    unparalleled    economic    ad-  of  just  causes.    He  was  the  servant  of  mil- 

vance.  lions  and  the  friend  of  many,  but  none  held 

[5.]     I  wish  to  report  that  the  number  of  him  in  greater  affection  than  Lady  Bird  and 

direct  hire  civilian  employees  of  the  Depart-  I  did. 

ment  of  Defense  has  been  reduced  to  less  [7.]     I    have    sent    up    two    additional 

than  I  million  for  the  first  time  since  the  budget  messages.   I  think  you  got  one  yester- 

Korean  war  buildup  of  the  early  1950's.  day — George    gave    you — on    the    break- 

The     Department's     civilian     personnel  through  in  a  new  era  of  cooperation  between 

strength  on  July  i,  1964,  was  997,864,  some  public  and  private  power  in  this  country. 

6,600  less  than  the  goal  of  1,004,467  set  for  The  great  city  of  Los  Angeles  public  plant 

that  date.    The  Department  has  not  had  less  received  a  surplus  of  power  there.* 

than  I  million  civilian  employees  since  De-  I  have  today  sent  to  the  Congress  a  $19.8 

cember  1950.  million    budget    amendment    to    maintain 

The  breakdown  by  Departments  is:  schedules  on  four  projects  now  under  con- 

.^                                                          g  struction  by  the  Corps  of  Engineers.    We 

Navy    332, 678  would  lose  $1 1  million  by  setting  back  a  year 

Air  Force 289, 720  the  Arkansas  River  navigation  project.    The 

ge    les 37»  79  States  interested  in  this  one  are  Oklahoma, 

These  reductions  in  civilian  personnel  are  Arkansas,  and  Kansas, 

attributable   mainly    to   base   closings,    im-  Now  I  will  take  any  questions, 

provements  in  productivity,  and  a  reduction  [8.]     Q.  Mr.  President,  do  you  see  any- 

of  direct  hire  foreign  nationals  as  part  of  the  thing  to  be  gained  by  the  candidates  or  by 

Department's  program  to  reduce  the  un-  the  voters  by  having  televised  debates  such 

favorable  balance  of  payments.  as  the  one  in  i960? 

Secretary  of  Defense  McNamara,  while  the  PREsmENT.  I  will  repeat  it  every  day 

pleased  that  the  goal  for  July  i,  1964,  has  for   the   record,   if   you    want   me    to.    I 

been  exceeded,  expects  to  achieve  additional  haven't  been  nominated  yet.    We  haven't 

reductions  before  the  end  of  the  year.    The        

figure  for  November  22,  1963,  was  1,011,939,  *On  July  29  the  President  requested  that  $45.5 

million  be  appropriated  to  begin  construction  of  a 

^  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  Douglas  Dillon,  Chair-  power  transmission  network  in  the  Far  West  which 
man  of  the  Board  of  Governors  of  the  Federal  Re-  would  tie  together  public  and  private  power  systems 
serve  System  William  McC.  Martin,  Jr.,  Director  of  and  would  make  possible  the  transmission  of  surplus 
the  Bureau  of  the  Budget  Kermit  Gordon,  and  power  wherever  needed  from  Seattle  to  western 
Chairman  of  the  Council  of  Economic  Advisers  Texas.  For  further  remarks  on  the  new  power  inter- 
Walter  W.  Heller.  tie  see  Item  578. 
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selected  our  candidate.  We  have  a  conven- 
tion. Wlien  that  is  done,  we  will  carefully 
review  any  suggestions  that  any  of  you  have 
and  give  attention  to  them  and  act  in  the 
national  interest  on  them. 

[9.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  there  have  been 
reports  that  you  plan  to  announce  your  vice 
presidential  preference  within  10  days. 

THE  PRESIDENT.  I  know  of  uo  such  reports. 
Who  is  reporting  it? 

Q.  The  New  York  Herald  Tribune  had 
a  story  that  you  plan  to  do  it  within  10  days, 
August  15th  they  say. 

THE  PRESIDENT.  As  far  as  I  know,  they 
have  had  no  contact  from  me.  Anyone 
here  from  the  Herald  Tribune? 

Q.  Yes,  sir;  but  I  didn't  write  the  story. 

THE  PRESIDENT.   Who  did? 

Q.  Andrew  Glass. 

Q.  It  said  you  would  make  up  your  mind 
by  August  15th  and  not  announce  it  until 
the  convention.    Is  that  a  fact  ? 

THE  PRESIDENT.  I  would  Say  that  I  haven't 
seen  the  story.  I  haven't  talked  to  the  au- 
thor and  I  haven't  discussed  the  subject  with 
anyone  else.  While  I  would  not  want  to 
reflect  on  the  accuracy  of  his  speculations, 
I  would  say  it  was  written  right  off  the  top 
of  someone's  head  without  any  consultation 
with  the  President. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  just  so 

THE  PRESIDENT.  I  wouldu't  waut  to  forego 
the  privilege  of  announcing  it  at  any  time 
that  I  reached  a  conclusion,  but  I  would  say 
for  your  protection,  so  you  don't  think  the 
President  has  given  someone  some  inside 
stuff. 

Q.  Have  you  reached  a  decision,  Mr. 
President? 

THE  PRESIDENT.   No. 

Q.  What  was  your  answer  to  that,  sir? 

THE  PRESIDENT.   No. 

Q.  I  would  like  to  know  just  when  to 
start  alerting  myself  about  when  do  you 


think  there  might  be  some  announcement  on 
your  decision. 

THE  PRESIDENT.  When  I  feel  something 
like  that  coming  on,  I  will  let  you  know. 
My  high  regard  for  you  will  give  me  a 
chance  to  give  you  warning  and  I  hope  you 
have  adequate  notice  so  you  can  interpret 
it  and  analyze  it  properly  for  the  country. 

Q.  A  fellow  could  get  a  bloody  nose  on 
that  story,  Mr.  President. 

THE  PRESIDENT.   Hc  COuld. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  could  you  tell  us  what 
criteria  you  might  be  thinking  of  in  the  se- 
lection of  a  running  mate? 

THE  PRESIDENT.  Yes,  I  think  so.  I  think 
that  we  want  the  person  that  is  equipped  to 
handle  the  duties  of  the  Vice  Presidency,  and 
the  Presidency,  if  that  awesome  responsibil- 
ity should  ever  fall  upon  him— I  think  he 
should  be  a  man  that  is  well  received  in  all 
the  States  of  the  Union  among  all  of  our 
people.  I  would  like  to  see  a  man  that  is  ex- 
perienced in  foreign  relations  and  domestic 
affairs.  I  would  like  for  him  to  be  a  man  of 
the  people  who  felt  a  compassionate  concern 
for  their  welfare  and  who  enjoyed  public 
service  and  was   dedicated  to  it. 

I  would  like  for  him  to  be  attractive,  pru- 
dent, and  progressive.  I  would  like  him  to 
be  one  who  would  work  cooperatively  with 
the  Congress  and  with  the  Cabinet  and  with 
the  President.  I  would  expect  him  to  be  one 
that  would  meet  with  overwhelming  ap- 
proval of  the  delegates  who  have  the  respon- 
sibility for  passing  upon  him. 

Q.  What  was  that  last,  Mr.  President? 

THE  PRESIDENT.  — who  havc  the  responsi- 
bility for  passing  upon  him.  I  think  that  is 
enough.    Helen? 

Helen  ^  has  a  question  she  wanted  to  ask. 

[10.]  Q.  I  just  wanted  to  know  if  you 
thought  elective  oflSce  was  sort  of  a 

THE  PRESIDENT.  I  dou't  think  I  want  to  get 

®  Helen  Thomas,  United  Press  International. 
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into  that.  You  might  place  the  wrong  con- 
struction on  something  like  that.  I  am 
doing  my  best  to  keep  you  all  active. 

[ii.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  of  your  own  var- 
ied experience,  what  did  you  find  the  most 
useful  after  you  succeeded  to  the  Presidency? 

THE  PRESIDENT.  I  needed  all  I  had  and  a 
good  deal  more,  too,  and  I  don't  think  one 
ever  has  too  much.  I  doubt  that  many  Presi- 
dents have  ever  felt  that  they  have  had 
enough  experience.  My  administrative  ex- 
perience in  the  executive  branch  of  the  Gov- 
ernment served  me  in  very  good  stead.  I 
use  it  every  day  now  in  directing  other 
agencies  of  Government.  I  had  only  brief 
experience,  less  than  2  years,  but  it  has  been 
helpful  to  me. 

My  12  years  in  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives has  given  me  a  background  that  was 
helpful  on  a  lot  of  things,  particularly  meas- 
ures like  the  farm  bill,  mass  transit,  and 
problems  of  that  kind  that  we  have  had 
there. 

My  12  years  in  the  Senate  has  been  a  mat- 
ter of  assistance  to  me  in  connection  with 
treaty  matters  for  foreign  relations  and  pro- 
cedures in  the  Senate,  difficulties  like  we 
worked  out  yesterday  with  this  new  era  of 
cooperation  which  can  mean  much  to  our 
Nation  between  all  of  the  private  power 
companies  and  the  public  power  companies. 

My  10  years  of  leadership,  2  as  whip  and  2 
as  minority  leader,  and  the  rest  as  majority 
leader,  helped  me  some  in  knowing  the  per- 
sonalities and  leadership  of  Democrats  and 
Republicans. 

I  am  glad  to  say  that  on  some  of  our  key 
measures  like  civil  rights,  over  80  percent 
of  the  Republicans  supported  that  measure, 
and  on  key  measures  like  taxes  we  got  the 
support  of  them,  and  I  think  that  my  meet- 
ing with  their  leaders  in  the  Minority  from 
time  to  time  might  not  have  been  done  if 


I  hadn't  worked  with  them  and  had  some 
association  and  experience  with  them. 

My  travels  as  a  Vice  President  to  more 
than  30  countries  have  resulted  in  acquaint- 
ances with  people  of  Latin  America  and 
Scandinavia  and  Western  Europe,  and  most 
of  these  men  I  have  known,  whether  it  is  the 
Shah  of  Iran  or  Prime  Minister  of  Britain 
or  Chancellor  of  Germany,  the  President  of 
France — all  of  these  men  I  have  met  and 
talked  and  exchanged  views  with,  and  that 
has  all  been  helpful. 

[12.]  Q.  If  you  are  elected,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, will  you  see  that  your  Vice  President 
is  equipped  as  much  as  you  can  help  him  to 
be  after  the  election? 

THE  PRESIDENT.  I  haveu't  been  nominated 
and  I  haven't  been  elected  and  I  don't  want 
to  be  presumptuous  by  telling  you  what  is 
going  to  happen  in  the  event  that  those 
things  arise.  But  it  is  my  view  that  the 
Vice  President  ought  to  be  a  very  intimate, 
close  part  of  the  Chief  Executive's  responsi- 
bilities, and  work  with  him  in  discharging 
them.  He  ought  to  be  available  to  do  any- 
thing the  Chief  Executive  wants  him  to  do 
and  he  ought  to   be  competent   to   do  it. 

[13.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  we  have  been 
reading  a  lot  of  stories  lately  about  the  kind 
of  campaign  you  are  going  to  run.  Some 
say  you  are  going  to  sit  in  this  chair  and  go 
out  only  on  weekends. 

THE  PRESIDENT.  I  saw  oue  story,  and  some- 
one thought  I  held  a  backgrounder  on  it, 
and  I  did  not.  I  never  talked  to  him,  don't 
know  him,  never  had  a  discussion,  and 
whoever  talked  to  him  did  it  without  my 
authority  and  knowledge.  I  don't  know 
who  it  was.  So  I  would  say  it  was  another 
story  off  the  top  of  his  head.  I  thought  it 
was  favorable  and  I  liked  it,  but  it  was  with- 
out research  and  authorization.  I  don't 
want  you  to  think  I  left  you  out. 
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Q.  That  is  why  I  am  asking.  Can  you 
tell  us  about  your  plans  after  the  convention? 

THE  PRESIDENT.  I  think  it  will  be  better  to 
talk  to  you  about  it  after  the  convention. 

Q.  Do  you  think  it  will  be  a  vigorous 
campaign? 

THE  PRESIDENT.  I  Said  I  think  it  will  be 
better  to  talk  to  you  about  it  after  the 
convention. 

[14.]  Q.  In  reviewing  your  economic 
policies  yesterday,  did  you  inaugurate  any 
new  policy  changes  or  alter  any  old  ones 
to  reach  these  goals  ? 

THE  PRESIDENT.  No,  we  analyzed  what  is 
taking  place.  We  tried  to  anticipate  what 
it  is  down  the  road.  We  made  some  new 
assignments  and  some  new  studies.  We  are 
watching  certain  factors.  We  have  a  group 
of  men  in  addition  to  these  studying  ways 
and  means  of  preserving  the  prosperity  we 
enjoy,  because  we  don't  think  you  can  sit 
and  enjoy  the  status  quo  and  not  anticipate 
what  will  happen  a  year  from  now.  And 
we  are  trying  to  prepare  for  it  by  having 
the  best  minds  in  the  country  look  at  the 
problem,  anticipate  and  prepare  for  it,  and 
evaluate  and  analyze  it. 

[15.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  just  yesterday  six 
civil  rights  leaders  called  for  a  period  of  quiet 
in  racial  demonstration.  Do  you  think  a 
period  of  cooling  off  will  be  beneficial  to  the 
Nation  during  the  campaign? 

THE  PRESIDENT.  I  havcu't  read  the  text  of 
that  statement.  I  have  some  thoughts  in  that 
general  field  which  I  will  be  glad  to  give 
you  and  I  will  have  a  copy  of  it  made  a  little 
later,  if  you  want  it  in  more  detail. 

I  don't  want  to  be  in  a  position  of  inter- 
vening in  the  decisions  of  any  private  orga- 
nization as  long  as  it  stays  within  the  law. 
But  as  a  general  matter,  it  seems  to  me  that 
there  are  some  general  propositions  for  our 
people  which  all  of  us  should  consider. 


When  machinery  does  not  exist  to  redress 
grievances,  it  is  understandable  that  those 
who  are  aggrieved  will  take  to  the  streets, 
whether  rightly  or  wrongly.  Their  judg- 
ment might  be  wrong  as  to  how  justice  could 
be  obtained,  but  they  would  be  less  or  more 
than  human  if  they  did  not  seek  justice. 

The  Civil  Rights  Act  was  established  to 
provide  machinery — ^to  transfer  the  area  of 
conflict  from  the  streets  and  highways  to  the 
courts  and  the  conciliation  chambers,  and 
the  weapons  of  conflict  from  the  club  and  the 
brick  to  the  presentation  of  evidence  and 
reasoned  argument.  This  is  in  accord  with 
our  traditional  concepts  of  a  society  that  is 
both  stable  and  free. 

The  enactment  of  the  law — which  was 
passed  by  better  than  a  two-thirds  vote  of 
each  branch  of  Congress,  voted  for  by  over 
80  percent  of  the  Members  of  the  Republican 
Party  in  the  Senate  and  over  60  percent  of 
the  Members  of  the  Democratic  Party  in  the 
Senate — ^imposes  upon  us  both  the  obligation 
of  obedience  and  the  obligation  of  use.  And 
above  all,  it  instills  the  obligations  of  con- 
formance to  all  the  laws,  even  to  some  of 
those  which  remain  in  effect  but  which  have 
become  somewhat  dusty  over  the  years. 

So  I  commend  all  of  those  who  are  willing 
to  give  all  the  laws  a  chance  to  work,  whether 
we  are  talking  about  the  civil  rights  statutes 
or  local  ordinances  against  disorder  or  in- 
dividual brutality,  personal  or  authoritative. 
I  have  a  deep  and  abiding  faith  in  the  ability 
of  a  free  society  to  work  through  the  ballot 
and  through  established  judicial  machinery, 
and  I  do  not  believe  that  those  who  walk 
those  roads  will  be  disappointed. 

I  might  add  that  I  would  not  argue  with 
anyone  who  chose  to  pursue  a  policy  of 
registration  in  lieu  of  demonstration. 

One  of  the  reasons  for  urging  the  civil 
rights  law  was  so  that  we  would  have  the 
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yardstick.  Now  that  we  have  this  law,  I 
would  hope  that  all  of  our  citizens  will  fol- 
low its  observance  and  none  of  our  citizens 
would  do  anything  to  encourage,  incite,  or 
inflame  disputes. 

[i6.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  I  don't  mean  for 
this  question  to  be  facetious,  but  in  your  pre- 
scription for  a  Vice  Presidential  running 
mate,  were  you  thinking  of  an  ideal,  or 
did  you  have  some  living  person  in  mind? 

THE  PRESIDENT.  No,  I  don't  havc  any  pre- 
scription. I  was  attempting  to  be  helpful 
and  courteous  to  one  of  the  questioners  who 
wondered  what  are  the  things  that  you 
would  consider  in  evaluating  the  type  of  per- 
son you  thought  you  would  like  to  be  as- 
sociated with  on  the  ticket.  I  had  prepared 
no  brief  on  the  subject.  I  tried  to  be  open 
and  frank  about  it.  But  I  do  not  want  to  set 
standards  for  anybody  else,  but  just  some  of 
the  things  that  have  come  to  my  mind  in 
talking  about  it. 

I  have  had  many  conferences  with  many 
people  who,  like  you,  have  interest  as  to  who 
that  person  will  be.  I  am  very  proud  that 
they  do  have  an  interest.  I  am  very  happy 
that  we  have  gotten  away  from  the  feeling 
that  John  Adams  had  about  the  frustrations 
that  accompanied  the  Vice  Presidency.  I 
see  so  many  people  today  who  just  a  few 
months  ago  were  talking  about  what  was 
happening  to  Lyndon  Johnson.  I  read  some 
of  those  articles  with  people  coming  from 
downtown  up  to  the  Hill  to  get  information 
on  it. 

I  am  glad  that  you  have  a  renewed  interest 
in  the  Vice  President,  and  a  great  concern 
about  his  equipment  and  his  qualifications, 
and  that  you  have  moved  along  past  John 
Adams'  comment  to  a  more  fertile  field  and 
a  more  modern  base.    I  better  stop  here. 


Q.  Mr.  President,  may  I  go  back  a  moment 
to  the  question  of  the  Vice  Presidency  ?  You 
made  a  remark  that  sounds  significant. 

THE  PRESIDENT.  I  did  not  intend  for  it 
to  be. 

Q.  That  is  it.  The  question  is  whether 
you  meant  it  to  sound  significant. 

THE  PRESIDENT.  Well,  it  was  not. 

Q.  I  understood  you  to  say,  Mr.  President, 
that  the  number  two  man  should  be  well  re- 
ceived in  all  parts  of  the  United  States.  I 
can  think  of  some  possibilities,  what  some 
men  regard  as  possibilities,  who  might  not  be 
well  received  in  all  parts. 

THE  PRESIDENT.  I  would  think  that  would 
apply  to  all  of  them.  I  don't  think  that 
anyone  that  I  have  ever  heard  mentioned 
would  be  perfectly  received  everywhere. 
There  is  no  significance  whatever.  It  ap- 
plies to  every  person.  For  instance,  we  are 
really  in  the  minority  party  in  this  century, 
the  Democrats.  We  have  had  several 
million  less  votes  cast  for  Democrats  than 
for  Republicans.  I  don't  imagine  any  of 
them  mentioned  for  the  Vice  Presidency 
would  be  well  received  in  some  of  these 
Republican  precincts — wherever  they  may 
be — or  other  sections.  That  has  no  signifi- 
cance of  any  kind.    It  must  not  have. 

I  have  made  no  decision.  I  have  told  you 
that.  There  are  still  many  people  that  are 
being  considered.  Whoever  is  selected,  I 
would  hope  would  be  well  regarded,  at  least 
by  some  people. 

Q.  You  have  saved  me  from  "experting" 
on  something,  Mr.  President.    Thank  you. 

Alvin  A.  Spivak,  United  Press  Interna- 
tional: Thank  you,  Mr.  President. 

note:  President  Johnson's  twenty-fourth  news  con- 
ference was  held  in  his  office  at  the  White  House  at 
12:05  P-"^-  ori  Thursday,  July  30,  1964. 
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487    Remarks  Upon  Presenting  the  Distinguished  Service 
Medal  to  General  McKee.    July  30,  1964 


General  McKee,  and  members  of  your 
family,  Secretary  McNamara,  members  of 
the  Defense  Department,  Senator  Syming- 
ton, Members  of  the  Congress  who  are  re- 
sponsible for  the  defense  of  the  Nation, 
Chairman   Vinson,  ladies  and  gentlemen: 

This  is  a  kind  of  ceremony  that  I  enjoy. 
We  are  not  here  to  say  goodby.  We  are  here 
to  say,  "Weil  done  on  your  first  career, 
General  McKee;  and  good  luck  on  your 
second  career,  General  McKee." 

For  35  years  General  McKee  has  written 
a  record  as  one  of  America's  most  distin- 
guished officers .  He  is  that  rarest  and  most 
valuable  of  men,  a  genuinely  good  manager. 
He  has  made  our  resources  stretch  further 
and  our  dollars  buy  more,  and  our  strength 
have  more  meaning  and  effect.  I  knov^ 
him,  and  Members  of  Congress  know  him, 
and  his  fellow  officers  know  him,  as  one  of 
the  chief  architects  of  the  modern  Air  Force. 

He  has  earned  all  that  a  grateful  Nation 
can  bestow  upon  him,  except  one  thing — 
retirement.  I  was  pleased  to  announce 
earlier  that  his  services  will  not  be  lost. 
The  General  will  become  Assistant  Admin- 
istrator for  Management  of  our  Space 
Agency,  and  America  will  be  the  beneficiary. 

Since  time  began,  all  men  have  honored 
the  courage  of  those  who  have  faced  death, 
and  now  in  our  times  we  honor  no  less 
the  courage  of  those  who  help  us  face  life, 
and  all  of  life's  changes.  The  test  of  cour- 
age for  citizens  of  this  age  is  not  how  fast 
we  hold  the  past,  but  how  unflinchingly  we 
face  up  to  the  future.  General  McKee  has 
faced  a  lifetime  of  change  without  ever 
flinching. 

Born  I  year  after  the  first  aircraft  flew  at 
Kitty  Hawk  852  feet  in  59  seconds,  today  he 
leaves  the  Air  Force  with  this  country  build- 


ing an  aircraft  to  fly  at  more  than  80,000  feet, 
more  than  2,000  miles  per  hour.  Over  this 
span,  this  officer's  courage  in  challenging  old 
concepts  and  testing  new  concepts  must  have 
given  men  like  Tooey  Spaatz  of  the  mili- 
tary, and  Stu  Symington,  both  of  whom  are 
adventuresome  fellows,  a  great  deal  of  pride, 
because  he  has  helped  us  build,  and  he  has 
helped  us  organize,  and  he  has  helped  us 
maintain  the  world's  greatest  air  arm  which 
has  preserved  peace  through  all  these  years. 

His  good  management  has  helped  us  con- 
trol events  instead  of  allowing  events  to 
control  us.  We  honor  him  for  that.  We 
look  to  him  for  more  such  leadership  in  new 
duties. 

One  day  recently,  some  of  us  here  were 
going  over  General  McKee's  record.  I  asked, 
I  believe.  Secretary  McNamara,  to  look 
up  what  the  General's  father  used  to  do. 
Punctual  as  always,  brief  as  always,  accurate 
as  always.  Secretary  McNamara  came  back 
and  he  said,  "Used  to  do?  Why,  the  Gen- 
eral's father  is  only  91  years  old  and  he  is 
still  practicing  medicine!" 

Well,  on  that  basis,  the  way  I  calculate  it, 
some  other  President  may  have  the  General 
around  here  in  1990  to  present  him  another 
award  for  his  civilian  career.  Then  I  guess 
he  will  have  truly  earned  retirement. 

So  today,  on  behalf  of  a  grateful  Nation, 
I  am  proud  and  I  am  privileged  to  present 
to  this  most  valuable  American  his  third 
Distinguished  Service  Medal.  Our  beloved 
Secretary  of  Defense  will  now  read  the  cita- 
tion.   Mr.  McNamara. 

[Following  the  reading  of  the  citation  by  Secretary 
MdNamara,  the  President  resumed  spea\ing.'\ 

One  thing  that  I  learned  about  the  Gen- 
eral, and  I  promised  the  new  Chairman  of 
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the  Armed  Services  Committee,  Chairman 
Rivers,  of  the  House,  and  Chairman  Stennis, 
that  I  v^ould  keep  as  classified  information 
at  least  until  he  retired,  his  nickname  and  I 
have  not  divulged  that.  But  from  now  on, 
w^e  can  start  calling  him  "Bozo." 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  i  p.m.  in  the  Rose 
Garden  at  the  White  House.  In  his  opening  words 
he  referred  to  General  William  F.  McKee,  retiring 
Vice  Chief  of  Staff  of  the  Air  Force,  Secretary  of 


Defense  Robert  S.  McNamara,  Senator  Stuart  Sy- 
mington of  Missouri,  and  Representative  Carl  Vinson 
of  Georgia,  Chairman  of  the  House  Armed  Services 
Committee.  Later  he  referred  to  Gen.  Carl  (Tooey) 
Spaatz  (USAF,  retired),  Representative  L.  Mendel 
Rivers  of  South  Carolina,  and  Senator  John  Stennis 
of  Mississippi. 

Following  the  President's  remarks,  General  McKee 
responded  briefly.  The  text  of  his  remarks  was  also 
released. 

General  McKee  served  as  Vice  Chief  of  Staff  of 
the  Air  Force  from  August  i,  1962,  to  July  31,  1964. 


488    Remarks  to  a  Group  of  State  and  Local 
School  Officials.    ]uly  30,  1964 


Mr,  Secretary,  ladies  and  gentlemen: 

The  honor  is  mine  to  meet  with  you  today. 

This  house  is  your  house.  This  office  is 
your  office. 

The  trust  I  bear  is  a  trust  you  share.  You 
and  I  are  servants  of  the  American  people. 
Together,  we  are  trustees  of  the  American 
promise. 

That  is  why  I  have  asked  you  here  today. 

The  American  promise  has  never  been  so 
great.  We  are  prosperous.  We  are  strong. 
We  Hve  in  peace.  The  roots  of  freedom  run 
deep  in  our  society's  soul. 

By  every  measure — and  in  every  view — ^we 
have  our  greatest  works  yet  to  do. 

This  moment  we  hold  must  not  be  lost. 
This  is  the  call — this  is  the  challenge — to  all 
who  are  leaders  in  America  today.  Other 
generations,  in  other  times,  have  been  sum- 
moned to  serve  their  communities  by  answer- 
ing the  call  of  our  Nation.  Our  generation, 
in  these  times,  is  summoned  to  serve  our 
Nation  by  answering  the  call  of  our  com- 
munities. 

The  challenges  of  our  society  are  no 
longer  far  away. 

The  cures  for  our  society  can  no  longer 
come  from  far  away. 
What  America  is  to  be  for  our  children 


will  be  decided  and  be  determined  by  how 
we  work — by  what  we  do — ^by  where  we  live 
today. 

I  know  that  you  know  this. 

If  I  had  continued  on  the  course  I  first 
began  in  life,  I  might  be  sitting  where  you 
sit  now — as  one  of  you.  If  I  have  an  un- 
derstanding of  the  work  and  the  worries  and 
the  wishes  of  any  Americans,  I  believe  I 
understand  what  you  face  each  day  in  your 
offices  of  trust  and  responsibility. 

That  is  why  I  say  to  you  that  no  Ameri- 
cans have  an  opportunity — or  an  obliga- 
tion— so  great  as  yours  now  to  serve  and  to 
help  us  shape  the  future  of  our  country. 

We  are  what  we  are  in  this  land  of  ours — 
and  what  we  have  become  in  the  rest  of  the 
world — because  we  have  placed  our  faith 
as  a  nation  in  public  education. 

Onto  my  desk  each  day  come  the  problems 
of  190  million  men  and  women.  When  we 
consider  those  problems,  when  we  study 
them,  when  we  analyze  them,  when  we  eval- 
uate what  can  be  done,  the  answer  almost 
always  comes  down  to  one  word:  education. 

This  is  true  for  economic  problems,  this  is 
true  for  social  problems.  This  is  true  for 
the  challenges  of  peace  as  well  as  for  the 
challenges  of  preparedness. 
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The  simple  and  sure  truth  of  our  times  is 
that  America  in  this  decade  must  enlarge, 
must  broaden,  must  deepen  its  commitment 
to  the  classroom  as  the  central  core  of  our 
society  and  of  our  success. 

I  am  proud,  and  I  am  deeply  gratified,  that 
the  record  of  the  88th  Congress  clearly  con- 
firms that  just  such  a  commitment  is  being 
made  by  the  American  people. 

This  Congress  has  set  in  motion  what  I 
believe  are  the  grandest  measures  for  Amer- 
ican education  of  any  Congress  in  all  of  our 
history. 

When  you  begin  your  school  year  this  fall, 
you  will  have  support  America's  educators 
have  never  had  before,  support  to  help  your 
systems,  support  to  serve  your  communities. 
Because  in  the  past  year,  this  education  Con- 
gress has  passed  legislation: 

— for  vocational  and  technical  education 

— for  higher  education  facilities 

— for  teaching  handicapped  children 

— for  preventing  juvenile  delinquency 

— ^for  medical  education 

— for  public  community  libraries 

— for  college  libraries 

— for  graduate  schools 

— for  technical  institutes 

— ^for  public  community  colleges 

— for  student  college  loans 

— for  guidance  and  counseling  and  train- 
ing 

— for  science  and  mathematics  and  foreign 
language  instruction 

— for  schools  in  federally-impacted  areas 

— for  educational  media 

— ^f  or  educational  research 

— for  manpower  development  and  retrain- 
ing. 

And  there  are  still  being  debated  before 
the  Congress: 

— the  antipoverty  bill;  its  major  objectives 
are  for  education. 


— the  nurse  training  act, 

— the  extension  and  expansion  of  the  Na- 
tional Defense  Education  Act,  and, 

— the  extension  and  expansion  of  the  Voca- 
tional Rehabilitation  Act. 

I  believe  that  this  Congress  has  truly 
earned  from  you — and  from  the  Nation — 
a  long  round  of  applause.  And  let's  give 
it  to  them! 

These  measures  and  this  activity  repre- 
sent what  I  believe  is  a  new  maturity  among 
Americans. 

We  cherish  our  liberty. 

We  are  jealous  of  our  freedom. 

We  resent — and  we  would  resist — ^inroads 
upon  either  from  an  all-powerful  central 
government. 

But  we  have  come  to  one  profound  reali- 
zation today. 

The  greatest  guardian  against  centraliza- 
tion of  power  is  the  diffusion  of  knowledge 
throughout  the  world — ^and  particularly  to 
our  own  people. 

Men  who  neglect  their  schools  neglect 
their  liberty. 

The  challenge  of  our  times  is  to  end  the 
neglect  of  all  on  which  our  society  stands — 
our  classrooms,  our  cities,  our  countryside, 
and  our  family  fireside. 

I  am  conscious — and  I  know  you  are — 
of  how  much  greater  is  the  responsibility 
imposed  upon  our  schools  today  than  when 
my  own  teaching  career  began  35  years  ago. 

Our  schools  are  bearing  many  burdens 
that  were  once  borne  only  within  the  family 
home.  Upon  you  and  upon  the  teachers  of 
America  rests  today  the  responsibility  of 
passing  to  tomorrow's  leaders  the  values  and 
the  standards  by  which  America  has  been 
led  in  all  of  her  past. 

The  soul  of  our  society  is  in  your  hands 
this  year. 

This  same  Congress  which  has  reaffirmed 
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America's  faith  in  education  has  also  re- 
alErmed — before  the  world — ^America's  fidel- 
ity to  the  rights  of  man. 

After  100  years  the  ugly  cloud  of  division 
has  been  rolled  away  from  America's  hori- 
zon— and  a  brighter  future  beckons  to  us 
than  any  generation  has  ever  known. 

This  is  the  moment  that  we  must  not  lose. 

This  is  a  moment  when  the  best  in 
America  must  rise  up  to  put  down  the  worst 
in  the  nature  of  man.  This  is  a  moment 
when  America  seeks — when  America 
needs — when  America  will  receive  the  best 
from  those  who  are  America's  real  leaders. 

I  will  say  to  you  what  I  said  last  week  to 
the  leaders  of  business  in  this  country  and 
the  captains  of  industry  and  the  leaders  of 
labor. 

As  President  of  all  the  people,  I  intend  to 
work  to  ensure  that  every  human  being 
enjoys  the  full  constitutional  rights  and 
equal  opportunity  that  are  his  birthright  as 
an  American  citizen. 

I  intend  to  use  all  the  resources  that  I  have 
to  make  sure  those  who  claim  rights — and 
those  who  deny  them — ^bend  their  passions 
to  peaceful  obedience  of  the  law  of  the  land. 

No  man  could  attain  a  higher  honor  than 
to  occupy  this  office  I  now  hold.  No  man 
would  be  worthy  of  that  honor  who  thought 
of  self.  No  man  would  be  worthy  who 
thought  of  any  success  except  America's 
success. 

That  is  the  only  thought  I  have  in  this 
house  today. 

If  the  man  who  lives  in  this  house  is  not 
free  to  stand  for  right,  no  man  in  any  house 
in  America  is  free  from  the  injury  of  wrong. 

The  task  before  our  Nation  in  this  hour — 
the  challenge  before  our  system  and  our  so- 


ciety— cannot  be  met  by  the  man  in  the 
White  House  alone,  whoever  he  may  be. 

I  need  your  help — I  need  the  help  of  every 
American. 

You  are  leaders  from  every  State  in  the 
Union.  I  ask  you  to  exercise  that  leadership 
in  every  State  in  the  Union. 

You  are  respected  in  your  communities. 
You  are  looked  up  to  and  emulated  by  those 
who  must  lead  America  tomorrow.  Your 
respect  for  law  and  order — your  respect  for 
human  rights — will  live  long  after  you  in  the 
lives  of  those  who  look  to  your  example  now. 

This  is  a  great  and  golden  moment  for 
America — a  moment  to  lay  aside  the  burdens 
of  the  past,  a  moment  to  look  forward  and 
to  move  ahead. 

As  your  President,  I  wanted  you  to  come 
here  and  talk  to  your  servants,  to  exchange 
viewpoints,  to  share  ideas,  to  determine  how 
we  can  close  ranks  to  prevent  our  society 
from  being  divided,  to  keep  our  brothers 
from  being  separated,  and  to  keep  our 
Nation  united. 

I  trust  to  your  leadership  to  help  us  hold 
that  course. 

I  hope  your  deliberations  are  successful. 
I  am  going  to  leave  you  to  the  tender  mercies 
of  some  of  the  men  who  work  for  you.  And 
I  leave  with  the  thought,  that  because  of  your 
visit,  America  will  be  stronger  tomorrow 
than  it  is  today.  And  that  is  the  purpose 
and  the  objective  of  all  who  really  care. 

Thank  you  very  much. 

note:  The  President  spoke  in  the  late  afternoon  in 
the  East  Room  at  the  White  House.  His  opening 
words  referred  to  Secretary  of  Health,  Education, 
and  Welfare  Anthony  J.  Celebrezze. 

Attending  the  reception  were  more  than  300  pub- 
lic school  superintendents  and  other  State  and  local 
school  officials. 
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IN  REFERENCE  to  the  selection  of  a  candi- 
date for  Vice  President  on  the  Democratic 
ticket,  I  have  reached  the  conclusion  that  it 
would  be  inadvisable  for  me  to  recommend 
to  the  convention  any  member  of  the  Cab- 
inet or  any  of  those  who  meet  regularly  with 
the  Cabinet.  In  this  regard,  because  their 
names  have  been  mentioned  in  the  press,  I 
have  personally  informed  the  Secretary  of 
State,  Mr.  Rusk;  the  Secretary  of  Defense, 
Mr.  McNamara;  the  Attorney  General,  Mr. 
Kennedy;  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture,  Mr. 
Freeman,  of  my  decision. 


I  have  communicated  this  to  the  United 
States  Ambassador  to  the  United  Nations, 
Mr.  Stevenson,  and  the  head  of  the  Peace 
Corps,  Mr.  Shriver.  In  this  manner,  the 
list  has  been  considerably  narrowed.  I  shall 
continue  to  give  the  most  thoughtful  con- 
sideration to  the  choice  of  the  man  that  I 
will  recommend  to  the  convention  and  I 
shall  make  my  decision  known  in  due  course. 

note:  The  President  read  the  statement  shortly  after 
6  p.m.  to  reporters  in  the  Fish  Room  at  the  White 
House. 
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THE  FITNESS  of  our  Nation  for  the  tasks 
of  our  times  can  never  be  greater  than  the 
general  physical  fitness  of  our  citizens.  A 
people  proud  of  their  collective  heritage  will 
take  pride  in  their  individual  health,  because 
we  cannot  stay  strong  as  a  country  if  we  go 
soft  as  citizens. 

In  the  past  few  years  there  has  been  a 
wholesome  and  welcome  reawakening  of 
pride  and  self-respect  among  us  about  our 
individual  fitness.  Our  greater  leisure  is 
not  leading  to  a  greater  lethargy — and  this 
is  reassuring.  A  nation  cannot  be  both  a 
leader  and  lazy. 

The  progress  report  of  the  President's 
Council  on  Physical  Fitness  shows  impres- 
sively that  America's  abundance  is  not  en- 
couraging apathy  and  our  self-sufSciency  is 
not  breeding  self-indulgence. 

Since  the  Council's  program  began  3  years 
ago  under  the  inspiration  of  President  Ken- 
nedy, there  has  been  remarkable  response 
and  imposing  progress  toward  instilling  in 


our  youth  the  good  habits  of  physical  fitness. 

— ^Nine  million  more  pupils  in  grades 
4-12  took  part  in  school  physical  activity 
programs  in  the  last  school  year  than  in 
1961-62. 

— ^Eight  out  of  10  of  our  31  million  school 
children  in  the  primary  and  secondary 
grades  participated  in  physical  activity  pro- 
grams during  the  1963-64  school  year. 

— ^Three  years  ago  less  than  half  (47  per- 
cent) of  our  high  school  juniors  and  seniors 
participated  in  school  physical  activity  pro- 
grams. In  1963-64  the  level  of  participation 
reached  84  percent. 

— Since  the  beginning  of  the  Council's 
efforts,  68  percent  of  the  Nation's  schools 
have  strengthened  their  physical  activity 
programs.  Seventeen  States  have  raised 
their  physical  education  requirements. 
Twelve  States  have  improved  the  criteria 
for  accrediting  health  and  physical  educa- 
tion. 

— Interest  in  personal  and  home  exercise 
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programs  is  rising.  Since  publication  on 
August  22,  1963,  more  than  385,000  copies 
of  the  Council's  home  exercise  plan  have 
been  purchased,  and  orders  average  5,000 
per  week  at  present. 

These  are  solid  and  substantial  gains. 
The  cooperation  of  the  States  and  local 
school  districts  is  most  encouraging  and  re- 
flects the  growing  awareness  of  this  key 
responsibility. 

We  have  more  to  do.  One  out  of  seven 
school  children  do  not  participate  in  any 
physical  activity  program.  Another  27  per- 
cent take  part  only  once  or  twice  a  week. 
I  believe  that  interested  and  responsible 
parents  should  and  will  work  with  their  local 
schools  to  strengthen  physical  activity 
programs. 

In  all  our  communities  we  ought  to  come 
to  grips  with  the  challenge  of  increasing  the 
use  and  availability  of  the  recreation  facili- 


ties of  our  schools — ^for  more  hours  each 
day,  more  days  each  year,  for  more  members 
of  the  families  in  the  neighborhood. 

Our  Nation  pays  a  tangible  and  measur- 
able price  each  year  for  neglect  of  the  fitness 
of  our  people,  young  and  old.  I  would  hope 
that  in  the  year  ahead  at  least  one  of  our 
civic  organizations  in  each  city  and  commu- 
nity will  dedicate  its  effort  to  constructive 
leadership  for  fitness.  Our  minimum  goal 
should  certainly  be  100  percent  participation 
by  our  school  children  in  physical  activity 
programs  during  the  1964-65  school  year. 

In  his  new  role  Stan  Musial  is  starring 
once  again  and  the  country  can  be  grateful 
for  the  leadership  he  is  offering. 

note:  The  statement  is  part  of  a  White  House  re- 
lease making  public  a  progress  report  of  the  Presi- 
dent's Council  on  Physical  Fitness  dated  July  10, 
1964  (11  pp.  processed). 

In  closing  his  remarks  the  President  referred  to 
Stan  Musial,  Consultant  to  the  President  on  Physical 
Fitness. 


491     Remarks  Upon  Signing  a  Proclamation  to  Commemorate  the 
20th  Anniversary  of  the  Warsaw  Uprising.    July  31,  1964 


Friends: 

I  want  to  say  to  each  of  you,  and  especially 
to  the  Members  of  Congress  who  have  in- 
dulged me,  that  I  regret  very  much  I  have 
been  delayed.  I  had  about  50  newspaper- 
men in  my  office  and  I  couldn't  evict  them 
as  quickly  as  I  should  have,  perhaps,  but  I 
thank  you  for  your  understanding  and  for 
your  tolerance  and  I  hope  you  didn't  get  too 
hot. 

There  are  some  compensating  advantages. 
Maybe  the  sunburn  will  make  you  look 
better. 

In  any  event,  this  is  a  very  special  occasion 
for  me  and  I  want  to  genuinely  extend  to 
you  a  warm  welcome  as  a  participant  in  this 
historic  occasion.    I  want  to  thank  you  for 


coming.  I  want  to  review  with  you  some  of 
my  thoughts,  very  briefly. 

Twenty  years  ago  tomorrow,  in  the  city 
of  Warsaw,  there  occurred  a  demonstration 
of  human  courage  that  the  world  will  never 
forget.  The  courageous  people  of  a  captive 
city  challenged  the  chains  of  their  captors. 
Three  hours  after  the  start  of  what  is  known 
as  "Operation  Tempest,"  the  flag  of  the 
Polish  Republic  was  flying  in  the  heart  of 
Warsaw,  for  the  first  time  in  5  years.  For 
63  days  proud  Poles  fought  to  liberate  their 
beloved  capital  from  the  occupying  army. 

On  October  2, 1944,  a  decision  to  cease  the 
valiant  fight  was  dictated  and  required  by 
lack  of  food,  a  lack  of  water,  a  lack  of  am- 
munition, and  a  desire  to  save  the  remain- 
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ing  civilian  population  from  systematic 
destruction.  Eighty  percent  of  Warsaw  had 
been  destroyed.  Twenty  thousand  Polish 
soldiers  had  been  killed,  or  seriously  wound- 
ed. The  toll  among  civilians  was  too  high 
to  even  count. 

But  as  the  Polish  forces  marched  past  on 
that  final  day,  the  citizens  in  the  streets  sang 
to  them,  "Poland  is  not  yet  lost,  while  we 
still  live."  We,  in  America,  know  that  kind 
of  spirit  well.  It  attended  us  at  the  birth  of 
our  Nation.  We  have  seen  it  shine  from 
the  Polish  character  time  and  time  again. 
We  see  it,  again,  now  in  Warsaw  rebuilt 
from  the  ashes  and  the  rubble. 

We  see  it  in  the  steadfast  faith  of  the 
Polish  people.  We  see  it  gratefully  in  our 
fellow  citizens  of  Polish  ancestry  and  I  vis- 
ited only  a  few  months  ago  in  Chicago  with 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  them.  They  live 
among  us  now  as  patriots  of  the  cause  of 
freedom  for  all  mankind.  The  congres- 
sional district  from  which  I  come  is  in- 
habited by  hundreds  and  thousands  of  people 
of  Polish  ancestry. 

So,  we  know  the  Polish  spirit  well.  We 
know  the  unswerving  dedication  of  the 
Polish  people  to  the  goals  of  liberty  and 
equality  and  independence.  That  is  why 
our  policy  is  designed  to  help  the  Polish 


people  so  they  may  increasingly  help  them- 
selves. We  have  done  much  toward  this 
goal  in  many  fields. 

Today  all  Americans  are  proud  to  join 
with  the  Poles  of  Poland,  the  Poles  abroad, 
and  the  Polish-Americans  to  commemorate 
the  20th  anniversary  of  the  Warsaw  Up- 
rising. We  repeat  with  them  now  the  motto 
of  the  Polish  struggle  for  independence: 
For  Your  Freedom  and  Ours. 

I  want  to  acknowledge  the  presence  in  our 
audience  this  morning  of  the  former  Com- 
mander in  Chief  of  the  Underground,  Gen- 
eral Tadeusz  Bor-Komorowski,  from 
Warsaw. 

And  now  it  is  my  pleasure  to  present  the 
President  of  the  Polish-American  Congress, 
Mr.  Charles  Rozmarek. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  noon  in  the  Rose 
Garden  at  the  White  House.  Following  Mr. 
Rozmarek's  remarks  the  President  read  and  signed 
a  proclamation  which  proclaimed  August  i,  1964, 
as  Warsaw  Uprising  Day  (Proclamation  3603,  29 
F.R.  1 1255;  3  CFR  1964  Supp.). 

Included  in  the  group  were  representatives  of 
Polish-American  organizations  and  presidents  of 
Polish-American  fraternal  societies.  Other  Ameri- 
cans of  Polish  ancestry  attending  the  reception  in- 
cluded Government  officials,  Congressmen,  veterans 
of  military  units  who  served  during  World  War  II, 
editors  of  Polish-American  newspapers,  and  repre- 
sentatives of  State  legislatures. 


492    Statement  by  the  President  Upon  the  Successful 
FHght  of  Ranger  VII.    July  31,  1964 


ON  BEHALF  of  the  whole  country,  I  want 
to  congratulate  you  and  those  associated  with 
you  in  NASA  and  the  Jet  Propulsion  Labora- 
tory and  in  the  industrial  laboratories.  All 
of  you  have  contributed  the  skills  to  make 
this  Ranger  VII  flight  the  great  success  that 
it  is.  We  are  proud  of  the  tremendous  tech- 
nical achievement  which  this  successful 
flight  represents. 


This  is  a  basic  step  forward  in  our  orderly 
program  to  assemble  the  scientific  knowl- 
edge necessary  for  man's  trip  to  the  moon. 

The  pictures  obtained  of  the  lunar  surface 
should  prove  extremely  useful.  They  will 
be  a  guide  in  constructing  the  lunar  excur- 
sion module  and  in  planning  the  trip.  We 
shall  now  be  able  to  better  map  out  our 
descent  route.    We'll  be  able  to  build  our 
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lunar  landing  equipment  with  greater  cer- 
tainty and  knowledge  of  the  conditions 
which  our  astronauts  will  encounter  on  the 
moon. 

I  recognize  that  this  great  success  has  come 
only  after  a  number  of  failures  and  partial 
failures  in  our  efforts  to  send  probes  to  the 
moon.  This  success  should  spur  us  on  to 
added  effort  in  the  future. 

The  fact  that  our  Soviet  competitors  have 
had  many  unpublicized  failures  to  the  moon 


and  the  planets  also  confirms  the  complex- 
ity of  today's  success. 

On  behalf  of  a  grateful  Nation  let  me 
again  congratulate  you  on  this  magnificent 
achievement.  All  of  you  today  have  helped 
further  the  peaceful  exploration  of  space. 

note:  The  President  read  this  statement  during  a 
telephone  conversation  with  Dr.  William  H.  Picker- 
ing, Director  of  the  Jet  Propulsion  Laboratory,  Pasa- 
dena, Calif.,  and  Dr.  Homer  E.  Newell,  Associate 
Administrator  for  Space  Science  and  Application, 
National  Aeronautics  and  Space  Administration. 


493    Remarks  Following  a  Briefing  With  Space  Scientists  on 
the  Successful  Flight  to  the  Moon.    August  i,  1964 


I  WANT  to  say  that  all  Americans  are  very 
proud  of  you  today.  We  are  proud  of  this 
historic  extension  of  man's  knov^^ledge.  We 
are  proud  of  our  scientists,  and  our  engi- 
neers, and  all  the  great  team,  under  the 
leadership  of  one  of  the  greatest  of  all  Amer- 
icans, Jim  Webb,  vi^ho  are  responsible  for 
this  success.  We  can  be  duly  proud  of  our 
free  and  open  society,  our  system  of  gov- 
ernment. 

We  started  behind  in  space.  We  were 
making  many  apologies  just  a  few  years  ago. 
We  had  our  failures,  but  we  kept  our  faith 
in  the  ways  of  freedom,  and  we  did  not 
follow  the  easy  or  the  inexpensive  course. 

We  know  this  morning  that  the  United 
States  has  achieved  fully  the  leadership  we 
have  sought  for  free  men.  But  we  do  not 
claim  this  as  an  American  triumph  alone. 
In  the  brief  period  of  time  that  I  have  oc- 
cupied the  office  of  the  Presidency,  I  have 
visited  with  the  leaders  of  many  countries, 
more  than  25  and  less  than  50,  some  30  of 
them,  big  countries  and  small  countries, 
densely  populated  peoples,  sparsely  popu- 
lated regions,  but  I  have  found  a  deep  and 
exciting  interest  among  all  these  leaders  in 
cooperating  with   us   and  extending  their 


hands  to  us  to  supplement  the  work  that 
we  are  doing. 

I  thank  them  for  their  tracking  stations. 
I  thank  them  for  their  joint  participation 
with  us.  We  have  considered  this  adven- 
ture a  truly  peace  weapon,  rather  than  a 
military  might. 

I  think  we  can  say  this  morning  that  this 
is  a  victory  for  peaceful  civilian  international 
cooperation  in  this  hour  of  frustration,  when 
so  many  people  are  getting  upset  at  some 
minor  disappointments. 

I  think  we  can  all  take  great  pride  in  this 
development.  More  than  60  countries  all 
around  the  world  work  for  us  and  work  for 
peaceful  progress  and  work  for  peaceful  uses 
of  outer  space.  It  is  good  to  learn  from  this 
event  that  we  are  on  the  right  course. 

We  know  that  if  we  can  continue  on  that 
course,  and  if  you  great  scientists,  most  of 
whom  know  no  party  and  no  political  al- 
legiance, who  are  concerned  with  freedom 
first  and  America  second — if  we  continue 
to  give  you  support  without  any  tinge  of 
partisanship,  you  will  give  us  the  leadership 
and  ultimately  the  supremacy  in  an  area 
that  is  essential  to  the  prolongation  of  civili- 
zation itself. 
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If  we  could  only  supplant  the  fear  and 
the  hate,  the  bitterness  and  the  division,  the 
poison  and  the  venom  that  our  fellow  man 
contains,  with  the  hope  and  the  optimism 
and  the  achievements  represented  by  this 
venture  here,  how  much  better  our  world 
will  be  for  ourselves,  our  children,  and  our 
grandchildren. 

I  want  to  say  this  in  conclusion.  In  this 
century  in  which  we  live,  all  my  life  we 
have  been  either  preparing  for  war  or  fight- 
ing a  war  or  protecting  ourselves  from  war. 
When  I  grew  up  as  a  kid,  one  of  my  first 
real  memories  was  hearing  the  powder  go 
off  on  an  anvil  on  Armistice  Day. 

I  remember  the  terror  that  flowed  from 
the  sinking  of  the  Lusitania,  I  remember 
seeing  the  boys  come  marching  home,  and 
the  welcome  we  gave  them  at  our  little 
schoolhouse.  I  remember  leaving,  the  day 
after  I  voted,  to  go  to  Pearl  Harbor  and 
crossing  the  Pacific,  and  later  the  Atlantic, 
and  all  the  men  who  gave  their  lives  that 
we  could  win  World  War  II. 

I  have  seen  the  billions  and  billions  of  dol- 
lars that  we  have  spent  in  the  17  years  since 
that  war  to  protect  Western  civilization. 
Now  I  think  it  is  the  most  powerful  Nation 
in  the  world,  and  I  would  remind  you  that 
we  spent  $30  billion  more  in  the  last  4  years 
on  defense  alone  than  was  being  spent  4 
years  ago. 

We  were  spending  about  I42  billion  a  year 
then,  and  we  are  spending  $51  billion  now. 
So  $7.5  billion  extra  a  year  for  4  years  is 
$30  billion.  That  has  bought  a  good  many 
more  missiles,  and  that  has  bought  a  good 
many  more  combat-fit  men.  That  has 
bought  a  good  many  more  antisubmarine 
weapons,  and  it  has  bought  a  great  deal  more 
research. 


But  now,  today,  as  the  most  powerful  na- 
tion in  the  world,  why  do  we  have  satis- 
faction from  that?  Not  just  because  it  pro- 
tects our  scalps  and  allows  us  to  sleep  at  night 
knowing  that  we  are  safe,  but  (2)  it  gives 
us  the  opportunity  to  enjoy  the  fruits  of  this 
society  and  to  develop  this  land,  not  just 
with  parks  and  recreational  areas,  highways 
and  swimming  pools,  things  of  that  kind, 
but  all  the  blessings  that  are  going  to  flow 
from  these  scientific  discoveries  and  achieve- 
ments. 

Hundreds  of  lives,  millions  of  dollars  were 
saved  in  Hurricane  Carla  in  my  State  alone 
because  they  gave  them  hours  of  advance 
notice  to  get  ready:  "This  is  coming,  and 
your  lives  will  be  snuffed  out  if  you  don't  get 
out  of  the  way."  They  rode  bumper  to 
bumper  for  dozens  of  miles  getting  out  of 
there,  48  hours  before  it  hit.  That  is  what 
it  means  to  you  and  to  your  neighbors. 

These  men  don't  wear  a  DSM  this  morn- 
ing, and  we  are  not  presenting  them  any 
Congressional  Medal  of  Honor.  But  they 
do  have — they  and  all  of  their  associates  from 
Mr.  Webb  down  to  the  fellow  who  sweeps 
out  the  dust  in  the  remote  test  laboratory, 
deserve  the  gratitude  and  the  admiration  of 
all  Americans  of  all  faiths,  of  all  parties,  of 
all  regions. 

You  are  welcome  to  the  White  House. 
The  people  who  live  here  are  mighty  proud 
of  you. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  lo  o'clock  in  the 
Cabinet  Room  at  the  White  House.  Among  those 
present  for  the  briefing  were  Donald  F.  Hornig, 
Special  Assistant  to  the  President  for  Science  and 
Technology,  and  the  following  officials  of  the  Na- 
tional Aeronautics  and  Space  Administration:  James 
E.  Webb,  Administrator,  Homer  E.  Newell,  As- 
sociate Administrator  for  Space  Science  and  Appli- 
cation, and  William  H.  Pickering,  Director  of  the 
Jet  Propulsion  Laboratory,  Pasadena,  Calif. 
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494    Statement  by  the  President  in  Response  to  a  Request  for 
Mediation  in  the  Shipping  Industry  Negotiations. 
August  I,  1964 


I  HAVE  been  advised  by  Secretary  of  Labor 
W.  Willard  Wirtz  that  both  the  New  York 
Shipping  Association  and  the  International 
Longshoremen's  Association,  AFL-CIO, 
have  jointly  requested  the  appointment  of  a 
board  of  neutrals  to  assist  them  in  their  cur- 
rent contract  negotiations.  Secretary  Wirtz 
has  been  instructed  by  me  to  respond  to  this 


joint  and  voluntary  request  of  the  parties. 

note:  The  current  contracts  in  the  maritime  indus- 
try, negotiated  after  a  long  strike  in  1962-3  (see  1962 
volume,  this  series,  Items  421,  428;  1963  volume, 
Item  18)  would  expire  on  September  30,  1964.  On 
that  date,  voluntary  attempts  at  mediation  having 
failed,  the  President  issued  Executive  Order  11181 
(29  F.R.  13557;  3  CFR,  1964  Supp.)  creating  a 
board  of  inquiry  under  the  Taft-Hartley  Act. 
See  also  Item  614. 


495    Letter  to  Manlio  Brosio  on  His  Appointment  as 
Secretary  General  of  NATO.    August  i,  1964 


Dear  Mr,  Secretary  General: 

I  extend  my  warm  congratulations  on  the 
occasion  of  your  assumption  of  duties  as  Sec- 
retary General  of  NATO.  I  have  long  ad- 
mired the  dedication  and  wisdom  of  your 
predecessors  and  am  confident  that  with 
your  appointment,  the  North  Atlantic  Orga- 
nization is  assured  of  continued  wise  and 
imaginative  leadership. 

Since  the  North  Atlantic  Treaty  was 
signed  some  15  years  ago,  NATO  not  only 
has  proved  to  be  a  defensive  military  Alli- 
ance sufficiendy  strong  to  deter  aggression 
but  it  has  also  provided  a  most  effective 
forum  for  political  discussion  and  consulta- 


tion between  the  member  governments. 
Indeed  it  has  encouraged  all  of  us  to  think 
in  terms  of  mutual  assistance  and  inter- 
dependence. And  I  assure  you  that  in  your 
efforts  to  strengthen  the  Alliance  you  will 
always  be  able  to  depend  upon  the  fullest 
support  and  cooperation  by  the  United 
States. 

Sincerely, 

Lyndon  B.  Johnson 

[His  Excellency  Manlio  Brosio,  Secretary  General, 
North  Atlantic  Treaty  Organization,  Paris,  France] 
note:  Manlio  Brosio,  of  Italy,  succeeded  Dirk  U. 
Stikker  of  the  Netherlands,  who  served  as  Secre- 
tary General  o£  NATO  from  April  21,  1961,  to 
August  I,  1964. 


496    Remarks  to  Foreign  Language  Newspaper  Publishers  on  Their 
Role  in  Building  American  Unity.    August  3,  1964 


THIS  IS  your  House— the  House  of  all  the 
people. 

I  am  honored  to  welcome  you  here — as 
free  men  and  fellow  Americans. 

Your  publications  represent  one  of  the 
most  American  of  all  our  American  insti- 
tutions. 


Four  hundred  newspapers  and  maga- 
zines— ^published  in  30  languages  other  than 
English — reach  into  more  than  five  million 
American  homes. 

You  and  your  predecessors  have  done 
much  to  unify  us,  to  bring  us  together — ^as 
one  people  and  one  Nation. 
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That  is  why  I  have  asked  you  here  to- 
day. 

This  is  a  great  hour  in  our  national 
history. 

We  have  come  far  together. 

We  have  the  opportunity  to  move  far 
ahead. 

That  opportunity  must  not  be  lost. 

This  is  your  challenge — and  mine. 

America's  leadership  at  every  level  is 
called  now  to  work  for  America's  unity — 
and  to  work  against  America's  division. 

This  is  not   new   work. 

This  is  our  oldest  work. 

This  is  the  work  we  must  always  put 
first — ^if  we  are  to  keep  faith  with  those  who 
have  come  to  these  shores  from  across  the 
seas. 

Forty-three  million  have  come — ^from  70 
lands. 

They  have  brought  much  to  us. 

They  have  found  much  for  themselves — 
and  their  heirs. 

But — ^for  every  group — the  difference  has 
been  made  by  the  American  will  and  work 
for  unity. 

Unity  closed  the  doors  of  sweatshops  and 
opened  the  doors  of  opportunity. 

Unity  shut  down  the  slums  of  the  early 
century  and  opened  the  suburbs  of  the  mid- 
century. 

Unity  said  "No"  to  second-class  citizenship 
and  said  "Yes"  to  one-class  citizenship  for 
all  our  people — ^without  regard  to  origins  or 
ancestry,  flag  or  faith,  religion  or  race. 

Unity  still  is — and  unity  will  always  be — 
the  genius  of  our  greatness. 

That  is  why  we  must  work  today  to  per- 
fect our  unity. 

A  divided  America  cannot  be  a  prosperous 
America — or  a  peaceful  America — or  a  pro- 
gressive America.  A  divided  America  can- 
not fulfill  its  promise  at  home — or  accom- 
plish its  purposes  abroad. 


On  each  of  us,  rests  a  great  trust. 

Around  the  world,  men  who  love  freedom 
look  to  this  land  for  the  will  and  the  wisdom 
to  win  the  victory  of  this  century  for  free- 
dom. 

If  we  are  to  fulfill  that  trust,  we  must  hold 
our  course. 

We  must  work — with  high  resolve  and 
high  responsibility — ^for  the  unity  of  our  so- 
ciety, the  prosperity  of  our  people,  the  hon- 
orable and  just  peace  of  men  everywhere 
under  freedom. 

Our  forefathers  left  the  lands  of  their  birth 
because  cries  for  justice  fell  upon  deaf  ears — 
cries  for  peace  fell  upon  closed  and  willful 
minds — cries  for  opportunity  fell  upon  stony 
hearts. 

We  do  not  want  to  turn  back  toward  what 
we  left  behind. 

That  is  why  we  move  with  confidence, 
with  courage  and  with  compassion  to  perfect 
our  unity — to  overcome  our  divisions — to 
fulfill  the  great  promise  of  this  hour  in 
American  history. 

And  that  is  why  I  have  asked  you  here. 

The  challenge  of  unifying  America — of 
holding  our  land  on  a  straight  and  sure 
course  of  success — cannot  be  met  by  the 
man  in  the  White  House  alone. 

I  need  your  help — and  the  help  of  every 
American. 

I  will  say  to  you  what  I  have  said  to  lead- 
ers of  every  sector  of  American  life — ^busi- 
ness and  labor  and  education. 

As  President  of  all  the  people,  I  intend  to 
work  to  ensure  that  every  person  enjoys  the 
full  constitutional  rights  and  equal  oppor- 
tunity that  are  his  birthright  as  an  American 
citizen. 

I  intend  to  use  all  the  resources  I  have  to 
make  sure  those  who  claim  rights — and 
those  who  deny  them — ^bend  their  passions 
to  peaceful  obedience  of  the  law  of  the  land. 

But  there  is  more  work — there  is  other 
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work — we  must  continue  to  do. 

Beyond  this  moment,  beyond  this  hour, 
beyond  this  year,  we  must  work  for  a  better 
America — ^for  all  Americans. 

We  must  work  against  poverty — and 
against  prejudice. 

We  must  work  for  more  and  better  jobs, 
better  schools,  better  cities,  better  neighbor- 
hoods, better  futures  for  our  young  and  our 
old  alike. 

This  is  the  work  we  must  always  do. 

This  is  the  work  that  will  fulfill  the 
dreams  of  those  who  have  chosen  to  come 
and  live  in  our  land — and  contribute  their 
great  talents  to  the  success  of  the  American 
ideal. 

This  is  the  work  we  can  only  do  in  unity 
and  in  peace. 

Standing  here — talking  with  you — I  am 
very  proud  of  America  and  what  our  unity 
has  wrought  for  us. 

Your  presence  here  has  a  special  meaning 
for  me. 

Thirty  years  ago,  I  began  my  public  life 
in  a  district  where  families  had  come  from 
many  lands  to  find  peace — and  freedom. 

Newspapers  were  published  there  in  seven 
or  eight  languages.  My  neighbors  then 
spoke — and  still  speak — the  tongues  of  many 
ancestries. 

What  I  know  of  the  mind  and  heart  of 
such  Americans,  I  knew  long  before  coming 
here.  No  memory  of  my  boyhood  is  more 
vivid  than  the  memory  of  my  father's  own 
example. 

In  a  time  when  emotions  ran  strong — ^when 


some  sought  to  turn  upon  those  from  other 
lands — my  father  served  in  the  legislature. 

There  he  took  his  stand — ^to  say  "No." 

No,  you  shall  not  deny  the  children  of 
these  Americans  access  to  our  public  schools. 
No,  you  shall  not  discriminate  against  these 
Americans  because  of  their  ancestry.  No, 
you  shall  not  reduce  them  to  second-class 
citizenship. 

My  father  stood  alone  at  first.  But  he 
stood  steadfastly. 

In  the  end,  his  courage  and  his  compassion 
prevailed. 

In  this  house — in  the  task  that  is  mine 
now  for  all  Americans — I  pray  to  be  worthy 
as  his  son,  to  stand  as  he  stood  for  the  rights, 
the  dignity,  the  honor  of  all  Americans. 

The  challenge  is  great — ^but  it  is  not  mine 
alone. 

It  is  your  challenge,  too. 

You  are  respected  in  your  communities — 
by  those  you  serve.  Your  example  is  the 
example  others  will  follow.  Your  effort  is 
effort  others  will  emulate. 

Your  respect  for  law  and  order — your  re- 
spect for  human  rights — will  live  long  after 
you  in  the  lives  of  those  who  look  to  your 
leadership  today. 

This  is  a  great  moment  for  America — an 
hour  of  great  opportunity.  It  is  a  moment 
to  unite — and  in  that  unity  move  ahead  to- 
gether to  win  the  victory  for  freedom  and 
justice  throughout  the  world. 

note:  The  President  spoke  in  the  late  afternoon  in 
the  East  Room  at  the  White  House. 

As  printed,  this  item  follows  the  prepared  text 
released  by  the  White  House. 


497    Statement  by  the  President  Upon  Instructing  the  Navy  To  Take 
Retaliatory  Action  in  the  Gulf  of  Tonkin.    August  3,  1964 


I  HAVE  instructed  the  Navy 

(i)  to  continue  the  patrols  in  the  Gulf  of 
Tonkin  ofl  the  coast  of  North  Viet-Nam, 


(2)  to  double  the  force  by  adding  an  ad- 
ditional destroyer  to  the  one  already  on 
patrol, 
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(3)  to  provide  a  combat  air  patrol  over 
the  destroyers,  and 

(4)  to  issue  orders  to  the  commanders  of 
the  combat  aircraft  and  the  two  destroyers 
(a)  to  attack  any  force  vi^hich  attacks  them  in 
international  vi^aters,  and  (b)  to  attack  with 


the  objective  not  only  of  driving  off  the  force 
but  of  destroying  it. 

note:  The  statement  was  issued  following  an  at- 
tack on  the  U.S.  destroyer  Maddox  by  Communist 
PT  boats  as  it  patrolled  the  Gulf  of  Tonkin.  See 
also  Items  498,  499. 


498    Radio  and  Television  Report  to  the  American  People  Following 
Renewed  Aggression  in  the  Gulf  of  Tonkin.    August  4,  1964 

[  DeHvered  from  the  Fish  Room  at  the  White  House  at  11:36  p.m,,  e.d.t.  ] 


My  fellow  Americans: 

As  President  and  Commander  in  Chief,  it 
is  my  duty  to  the  American  people  to  report 
that  renev^ed  hostile  actions  against  United 
States  ships  on  the  high  seas  in  the  Gulf  of 
Tonkin  have  today  required  me  to  order 
the  military  forces  of  the  United  States  to 
take  action  in  reply. 

The  initial  attack  on  the  destroyer  Mad- 
dox, on  August  2,  was  repeated  today  by  a 
number  of  hostile  vessels  attacking  two  U.S. 
destroyers  with  torpedoes.  The  destroyers 
and  supporting  aircraft  acted  at  once  on  the 
orders  I  gave  after  the  initial  act  of  aggres- 
sion. We  believe  at  least  two  of  the  attack- 
ing boats  were  sunk.  There  were  no  U.S. 
losses. 

The  performance  of  commanders  and 
crews  in  this  engagement  is  in  the  highest 
tradition  of  the  United  States  Navy.  But 
repeated  acts  of  violence  against  the  Armed 
Forces  of  the  United  States  must  be  met 
not  only  with  alert  defense,  but  with  posi- 
tive reply.  That  reply  is  being  given  as  I 
speak  to  you  tonight.  Air  action  is  now  in 
execution  against  gunboats  and  certain  sup- 
porting facilities  in  North  Viet-Nam  which 
have  been  used  in  these  hostile  operations. 

In  the  larger  sense  this  new  act  of  aggres- 
sion, aimed  directly  at  our  own  forces,  again 
brings  home  to  all  of  us  in  the  United 
States  the  importance  of  the  struggle  for 


peace  and  security  in  southeast  Asia.  Ag- 
gression by  terror  against  the  peaceful  vil- 
lagers of  South  Viet-Nam  has  now  been 
joined  by  open  aggression  on  the  high  seas 
against  the  United  States  of  America. 

The  determination  of  all  Americans  to 
carry  out  our  full  commitment  to  the  peo- 
ple and  to  the  government  of  South  Viet- 
Nam  will  be  redoubled  by  this  outrage.  Yet 
our  response,  for  the  present,  will  be  limited 
and  fitting.  We  Americans  know,  although 
others  appear  to  forget,  the  risks  of  spread- 
ing conflict.    We  still  seek  no  wider  war. 

I  have  instructed  the  Secretary  of  State  to 
make  this  position  totally  clear  to  friends 
and  to  adversaries  and,  indeed,  to  all.  I 
have  instructed  Ambassador  Stevenson  to 
raise  this  matter  immediately  and  urgendy 
before  the  Security  Council  of  the  United 
Nations.  Finally,  I  have  today  met  with 
the  leaders  of  both  parties  in  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States  and  I  have  informed 
them  that  I  shall  immediately  request  the 
Congress  to  pass  a  resolution  making  it 
clear  that  our  Government  is  united  in  its 
determination  to  take  all  necessary  measures 
in  support  of  freedom  and  in  defense  of  peace 
in  southeast  Asia. 

I  have  been  given  encouraging  assurance 
by  these  leaders  of  both  parties  that  such  a 
resolution  will  be  promptly  introduced, 
freely  and  expeditiously  debated,  and  passed 
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with  overwhelming  support.  And  just  a  few 
minutes  ago  I  was  able  to  reach  Senator 
Goldwater  and  I  am  glad  to  say  that  he 
has  expressed  his  support  of  the  statement 
that  I  am  making  to  you  tonight. 

It  is  a  solemn  responsibility  to  have  to  or- 
der even  limited  military  action  by  forces 
whose  overall  strength  is  as  vast  and  as  awe- 
some as  those  of  the  United  States  of  Amer- 
ica,  but   it   is   my   considered    conviction, 


shared  throughout  your  Government,  that 
firmness  in  the  right  is  indispensable  today 
for  peace;  that  firmness  will  always  be 
measured.    Its  mission  is  peace. 

note:  The  President  began  speaking  at  11:36  p.m., 
eastern  daylight  time. 

For  the  President's  special  message  to  Congress, 
see  Item  500.  For  his  remarks  upon  signing  the 
joint  resolution  in  support  of  freedom  and  in  de- 
fense of  peace  in  southeast  Asia  see  Item  507. 


499    Remarks  at  Syracuse  University  on  the  Communist 
Challenge  in  Southeast  Asia.    August  5,  1964 


Dr.  Newhouse,  Chancellor  Tolley,  Gover- 
nor and  Mrs,  Rockefeller,  Members  of  the 
Congress,  distinguished  guests,  members  of 
the  faculty,  ladies  and  gentlemen: 

I  know  that  you  share  with  me  the  great 
admiration  and  pride  that  the  generosity  of 
Dr.  Newhouse  has  made  possible  for  this 
area  of  our  Nation  and  for  this  great  insti- 
tution. We  all  are  in  his  debt,  and  in  the 
years  and  generations  and  centuries  to  come, 
we  will  see  the  products  of  this  great  adven- 
ture. 

On  this  occasion,  it  is  fitting,  I  think,  that 
we  are  meeting  here  to  dedicate  this  new 
center  to  better  understanding  among  all 
men.  For  that  is  my  purpose  in  speaking 
to  you. 

Last  night  I  spoke  to  the  people  of  the 
Nation. 

This  morning,  I  speak  to  the  people  of  all 
nations — so  that  they  may  understand  with- 
out mistake  our  purpose  in  the  action  that  we 
have  been  required  to  take. 

On  August  2  the  United  States  destroyer 
Maddox  was  attacked  on  the  high  seas  in 
the  Gulf  of  Tonkin  by  hostile  vessels  of  the 
Government  of  North  Viet-Nam. 

On  August  4  that  attack  was  repeated  in 
those  same  waters  against  two  United  States 
destroyers. 
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The  attacks  were  deliberate. 

The  attacks  were  unprovoked. 

The  attacks  have  been  answered. 

Throughout  last  night  and  within  the  last 
12  hours,  air  units  of  the  United  States 
Seventh  Fleet  have  sought  out  the  hostile 
vessels  and  certain  of  their  supporting  fa- 
cilities. Appropriate  armed  action  has  been 
taken  against  them.  The  United  States  is 
now  asking  that  this  be  brought  immediately 
and  urgendy  before  the  Security  Council  of 
the  United  Nations. 

We  welcome — and  we  invite — the  scrutiny 
of  all  men  who  seek  peace,  for  peace  is  the 
only  purpose  of  the  course  that  America 
pursues. 

The  Gulf  of  Tonkin  may  be  distant,  but 
none  can  be  detached  about  what  has  hap- 
pened there. 

Aggression — deliberate,  willful,  and  sys- 
tematic aggression — has  unmasked  its  face 
to  the  entire  world.  The  world  remem- 
bers— the  world  must  never  forget — ^that 
aggression  unchallenged  is  aggression  un- 
leashed. 

We  of  the  United  States  have  not  for- 
gotten. 

That  is  why  we  have  answered  this  ag- 
gression with  action. 

America's  course  is  not  precipitate. 


Lyndon  B.  Johnson,  ig6^ig64 
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America's  course  is  not  without  long 
provocation. 

For  10  years  three  American  Presidents — 
President  Eisenhower,  President  Kennedy, 
and  your  present  President — and  the  Ameri- 
can people  have  been  actively  concerned  with 
threats  to  the  peace  and  security  of  the 
peoples  of  southeast  Asia  from  the  Com- 
munist government  of  North  Viet-Nam. 

President  Eisenhower  sought — and  Presi- 
dent Kennedy  sought — the  same  objectives 
that  I  still  seek: 

That  the  governments  of  southeast  Asia 
honor  the  international  agreements  which 
apply  in  the  area; 

That  those  governments  leave  each  other 
alone; 

That  they  resolve  their  differences  peace- 
fully; 

That  they  devote  their  talents  to  bettering 
the  lives  of  their  peoples  by  working  against 
poverty  and  disease  and  ignorance. 

In  1954  we  made  our  position  clear  toward 
Viet-Nam. 

In  June  of  that  year  we  stated  we  "would 
view  any  renewal  of  the  aggression  in  viola- 
tion of  the  1954  agreements  with  grave  con- 
cern and  as  seriously  threatening  interna- 
tional peace  and  security." 

In  September  of  that  year  the  United 
States  signed  the  Manila  pact  on  which  our 
participation  in  SEATO  is  based.  That  pact 
recognized  that  aggression  by  means  of 
armed  attack  on  South  Viet-Nam  would  en- 
danger the  peace  and  the  safety  of  the  na- 
tions signing  that  solemn  agreement. 

In  1962  we  made  our  position  clear  toward 
Laos.  We  signed  the  Declaration  of  Neu- 
trality of  Laos.  That  accord  provided  for 
the  withdrawal  of  all  foreign  forces  and  re- 
spect for  the  neutrality  and  independence  of 
that  little  country. 

The  agreements  of  1954  and  1962  were 


also  signed  by  the  government  of  North 
Viet-Nam. 

In  1954  that  government  pledged  that 
it  would  respect  the  territory  under  the  mili- 
tary control  of  the  other  party  and  engage 
in  no  hostile  act  against  the  other  party. 

In  1962  that  government  pledged  that 
it  would  "not  introduce  into  the  Kingdom 
of  Laos  foreign  troops  or  military  person- 
nel." 

That  government  also  pledged  that  it 
would  "not  use  the  territory  of  the  King- 
dom of  Laos  for  interference  in  the  internal 
affairs  of  other  countries." 

That  government  of  North  Viet-Nam  is 
now  willfully  and  systematically  violating 
those  agreements  of  both  1954  and  1962. 

To  the  south  it  is  engaged  in  aggression 
against  the  Republic  of  Viet-Nam. 

To  the  west  it  is  engaged  in  aggression 
against  the  Kingdom  of  Laos. 

To  the  east  it  has  now  struck  out  on  the 
high  seas  in  an  act  of  aggression  against 
the  United  States  of  America. 

There  can  be,  there  must  be  no  doubt 
about  the  policy  and  no  doubt  about  the 
purpose. 

So  there  can  be  no  doubt  about  the  re- 
sponsibilities of  men  and  the  responsibilities 
of  nations  that  are  devoted  to  peace. 

Peace  cannot  be  assured  merely  by  assur- 
ing the  safety  of  the  United  States  destroyer 
Maddox  or  the  safety  of  other  vessels  of 
other  flags. 

Peace  requires  that  the  existing  agree- 
ments in  the  area  be  honored. 

Peace  requires  that  we  and  all  our  friends 
stand  firm  against  the  present  aggressions 
of  the  government  of  North  Viet-Nam. 

The  government  of  North  Viet-Nam  is 
today  flouting  the  will  of  the  world  for  peace. 
The  world  is  challenged  to  make  its  will 
against  war  known  and  to  make  it  known 


929 


[499]    Aug.  5 


Public  Papers  of  the  Presidents 


clearly  and  to  make  it  felt  and  to  make  it 
felt  decisively. 

So,  to  our  friends  of  the  Adantic  Alliance, 
let  me  say  this,  this  morning:  the  challenge 
that  we  face  in  southeast  Asia  today  is  the 
same  challenge  that  we  have  faced  with  cour- 
age and  that  we  have  met  with  strength 
in  Greece  and  Turkey,  in  Berlin  and  Korea, 
in  Lebanon  and  in  Cuba.  And  to  any  who 
may  be  tempted  to  support  or  to  widen  the 
present  aggression  I  say  this:  there  is  no 
threat  to  any  peaceful  power  from  the 
United  States  of  America.  But  there  can 
be  no  peace  by  aggression  and  no  immunity 
from  reply.  That  is  what  is  meant  by  the 
actions  that  we  took  yesterday. 

Finally,  my  fellow  Americans,  I  would 
like  to  say  to  ally  and  adversary  alike:  let  no 
friend  needlessly  fear — and  no  foe  vainly 
hope — ^that  this  is  a  nation  divided  in  this 


election  year.  Our  free  elections — our  full 
and  free  debate — ^are  America's  strength,  not 
America's  weakness. 

There  are  no  parties  and  there  is  no  parti- 
sanship when  our  peace  or  the  peace  of  the 
world  is  imperiled  by  aggressors  in  any  part 
of  the  world. 
We  are  one  nation  united  and  indivisible. 
And    united    and    indivisible    we    shall 


note:  The  President  spoke  at  the  dedication  of  the 
new  journalism  building,  the  first  unit  of  the  New- 
house  Communications  Center  to  be  constructed  at 
Syracuse  University.  In  his  opening  words  he  re- 
ferred to  Dr.  Samuel  I.  Newhouse,  owner  and  pub- 
lisher of  a  chain  of  newspapers,  Dr.  William  P. 
ToUey,  chancellor  of  the  University,  and  Governor 
and  Mrs.  Nelson  A.  Rockefeller  of  New  York. 
The  Communications  Center  is  a  gift  from  Dr.  and 
Mrs.  Newhouse. 

Following  his  address,  the  President  received  an 
honorary  degree  of  doctor  of  laws  from  the  Univer- 
sity. 


500    Special  Message  to  the  Congress  on  U.S.  Policy  in 
Southeast  Asia.    August  5,  1964 


To  the  Congress  of  the  United  States: 

Last  night  I  announced  to  the  American 
people  that  the  North  Vietnamese  regime 
had  conducted  further  deliberate  attacks 
against  US  naval  vessels  operating  in  inter- 
national waters,  and  that  I  had  therefore  di- 
rected air  action  against  gun  boats  and  sup- 
porting facilities  used  in  these  hostile 
operations.  This  air  action  has  now  been 
carried  out  with  substantial  damage  to  the 
boats  and  facilities.  Two  US  aircraft  were 
lost  in  the  action. 

After  consultation  with  the  leaders  of 
both  parties  in  the  Congress,  I  further  an- 
nounced a  decision  to  ask  the  Congress  for 
a  Resolution  expressing  the  unity  and  de- 
termination of  the  United  States  in  support- 
ing freedom  and  in  protecting  peace  in 
Southeast  Asia. 


These  latest  actions  of  the  North  Viet- 
namese regime  have  given  a  new  and  grave 
turn  to  the  already  serious  situation  in  South- 
east Asia.  Our  commitments  in  that  area 
are  well  known  to  the  Congress.  They  were 
first  made  in  1954  by  President  Eisenhower. 
They  were  further  defined  in  the  Southeast 
Asia  Collective  Defense  Treaty  approved  by 
the  Senate  in  February  1955. 

This  Treaty  with  its  accompanying  proto- 
col obligates  the  United  States  and  other 
members  to  act  in  accordance  with  their 
Constitutional  processes  to  meet  Communist 
aggression  against  any  of  the  parties  or 
protocol  states. 

Our  policy  in  Southeast  Asia  has  been  con- 
sistent and  unchanged  since  1954.  I  sum- 
marized it  on  June  2  in  four  simple  propo- 
sitions: 
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1.  America  \eeps  her  word.  Here  as 
elsewhere,  we  must  and  shall  honor  our 
commitments. 

2.  The  issue  is  the  future  of  Southeast 
Asia  as  a  whole,  A  threat  to  any  nation 
in  that  region  is  a  threat  to  all,  and  a  threat 
to  us. 

3.  Our  purpose  is  peace.  We  have  no 
military,  political  or  territorial  ambitions  in 
the  area. 

4.  This  is  not  just  a  jungle  war,  but  a 
struggle  for  freedom  on  every  front  of  hu- 
man activity.  Our  military  and  economic 
assistance  to  South  Vietnam  and  Laos  in 
particular  has  the  purpose  of  helping  these 
countries  to  repel  aggression  and  strengthen 
their  independence. 

The  threat  to  the  free  nations  of  Southeast 
Asia  has  long  been  clear.  The  North  Viet- 
namese regime  has  constantly  sought  to  take 
over  South  Vietnam  and  Laos.  This  Com- 
munist regime  has  violated  the  Geneva  Ac- 
cords for  Vietnam.  It  has  systematically 
conducted  a  campaign  of  subversion,  which 
includes  the  direction,  training,  and  supply 
of  personnel  and  arms  for  the  conduct  of 
guerrilla  warfare  in  South  Vietnamese  ter- 
ritory. In  Laos,  the  North  Vietnamese 
regime  has  maintained  military  forces,  used 
Laotian  territory  for  infiltration  into  South 
Vietnam,  and  most  recently  carried  out  com- 
bat operations — all  in  direct  violation  of  the 
Geneva  Agreements  of  1962. 

In  recent  months,  the  actions  of  the  North 
Vietnamese  regime  have  become  steadily 
more  threatening.  In  May,  following  new 
acts  of  Communist  aggression  in  Laos,  the 
United  States  undertook  reconnaissance 
flights  over  Laotian  territory,  at  the  request 
of  the  Government  of  Laos.  These  flights 
had  the  essential  mission  of  determining  the 
situation  in  territory  where  Communist 
forces  were  preventing  inspection  by  the 
International  Control  Commission.    When 


the  Communists  attacked  these  aircraft,  I 
responded  by  furnishing  escort  fighters  with 
instructions  to  fire  when  fired  upon.  Thus, 
these  latest  North  Vietnamese  attacks  on 
our  naval  vessels  are  not  the  first  direct 
attack  on  armed  forces  of  the  United  States. 

As  President  of  the  United  States  I  have 
concluded  that  I  should  now  ask  the  Con- 
gress, on  its  part,  to  join  in  affirming  the 
national  determination  that  all  such  attacks 
will  be  met,  and  that  the  U.S.  will  continue 
in  its  basic  policy  of  assisting  the  free  nations 
of  the  area  to  defend  their  freedom. 

As  I  have  repeatedly  made  clear,  the 
United  States  intends  no  rashness,  and 
seeks  no  wider  war.  We  must  make  it  clear 
to  all  that  the  United  States  is  united  in  its 
determination  to  bring  about  the  end  of 
Communist  subversion  and  aggression  in  the 
area.  We  seek  the  full  and  effective  restora- 
tion of  the  international  agreements  signed 
in  Geneva  in  1954,  with  respect  to  South 
Vietnam,  and  again  in  Geneva  in  1962,  with 
respect  to  Laos. 

I  recommend  a  Resolution  expressing  the 
support  of  the  Congress  for  all  necessary 
action  to  protect  our  armed  forces  and  to 
assist  nations  covered  by  the  SEATO  Treaty. 
At  the  same  time,  I  assure  the  Congress  that 
we  shall  continue  readily  to  explore  any 
avenues  of  political  solution  that  will  effec- 
tively guarantee  the  removal  of  Communist 
subversion  and  the  preservation  of  the  in- 
dependence of  the  nations  of  the  area. 

The  Resolution  could  well  be  based  upon 
similar  resolutions  enacted  by  the  Congress 
in  the  past — to  meet  the  threat  to  Formosa 
in  1955,  to  meet  the  threat  to  the  Middle  East 
in  1957,  and  to  meet  the  threat  in  Cuba  in 
1962.  It  could  state  in  the  simplest  terms 
the  resolve  and  support  of  the  Congress  for 
action  to  deal  appropriately  with  attacks 
against  our  armed  forces  and  to  defend  free- 
dom and  preserve  peace  in  southeast  Asia 


931 


[5oo]    Aug.  5 


Public  Papers  of  the  Presidents 


in  accordance  with  the  obligations  of  the 
United  States  under  the  southeast  Asia 
Treaty.  I  urge  the  Congress  to  enact  such 
a  Resolution  promptly  and  thus  to  give  con- 
vincing evidence  to  the  aggressive  Com- 
munist nations,  and  to  the  v^orld  as  a  whole, 
that  our  policy  in  southeast  Asia  will  be 
carried  forward — and  that  the  peace  and  se- 
curity of  the  area  will  be  preserved. 

The  events  of  this  week  would  in  any 
event  have  made  the  passage  of  a  Congres- 
sional Resolution  essential.    But  there  is  an 


additional  reason  for  doing  so  at  a  time  when 
we  are  entering  on  three  months  of  political 
campaigning.  Hostile  nations  must  under- 
stand that  in  such  a  period  the  United  States 
will  continue  to  protect  its  national  interests, 
and  that  in  these  matters  there  is  no  division 
among  us. 

Lyndon  B.  Johnson 

note:  a  joint  resolution  "to  promote  the  mainte- 
nance o£  international  peace  and  security  in  south- 
east Asia"  was  approved  by  the  President  on  Au- 
gust 10  (see  Item  507). 


501     Remarks  of  Welcome  at  the  White  House  to  the  Secretary 
General  of  the  United  Nations.    August  6,  1964 


Mr,  Secretary  General,  Congressman  Hal- 
lec\,  Members  of  the  Senate,  ladies  and  gen- 
tlemen: 

On  behalf  of  the  American  people,  I  am 
very  privileged  this  morning  and  very  proud 
to  w^elcome  you,  Mr.  Secretary  General,  to 
our  Capital  City. 

Our  honor  today  is  not  honor  alone  for  the 
office  you  hold  or  just  the  organization  that 
you  serve.  It  is  rather  an  expression  of  our 
esteem  and  our  respect  for  you  and  for  your 
achievement  as  the  faithful  public  servant  of 
the  entire  v^orld. 

The  vi^orld  has  lived  through  difficult 
hours  during  your  tour  as  Secretary  Gen- 
eral. Your  vi^ise  and  w^illing  search  for 
reason  during  those  seasons  of  unreason  has 
served  us  all  w^ell.  The  people  of  my  coun- 
try are  grateful. 

The  United  Nations  lives  today  as  evi- 
dence of  the  v^ish  and  the  w^ill  of  men  every- 
v^here  for  peace.  That  v^ish  and  that  will 
runs  now^here  stronger  in  all  the  world  than 
in  the  United  States  of  America. 

In  all  that  we  do,  America's  purpose  is  to 
prevent  war  and  to  prevent  others  from  pro- 
voking war. 


This  Nation  has  acted  and  this  Nation 
will  always  act  when  necessary  in  self- 
defense. 

Our  actions  have  been  and  will  be  con- 
sistent with  the  principles  and  the  purpose  of 
the  Charter  of  the  United  Nations. 

Our  Nation  has  great  strength  and,  with 
it,  a  sense  of  great  trust.  Our  strength 
supports  all  men  who  cherish  their  inde- 
pendence and  stand  up  for  their  freedom  and 
respect  the  rights  of  others  to  govern  them- 
selves. 

Likewise,  our  strength  opposes  those  who 
would  abridge  the  independence,  those  who 
would  breach  the  peace,  those  who  would 
violate  the  rights  of  other  men  or  other  na- 
tions. 

These  convictions  are  deep  in  the  charac- 
ter of  my  country,  and  that  is  why  American 
Presidents  and  American  Congresses  and 
the  American  people  support  and  will  con- 
tinue to  support  the  United  Nations. 

That  is  why  the  United  States  believes 
in — and  the  United  States  works  for — a 
stronger  United  Nations. 

We  want  a  United  Nations  that  is  better 
able  to  help  keep  the  peace  wherever  and 
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whenever  and  by  whomever  the  peace  is 
threatened. 

We  want  a  United  Nations  that  is  better 
able  to  arrive  at  peaceful  solutions,  to  help 
settle  world  problems  through  negotiation 
and  mediation  and  conciliation,  arbitration, 
and  adjudication. 

We  want  a  United  Nations  that  is  better 
able  to  foster  and  to  expand  and  to  respect 
the  rights  of  man. 

We  want  a  United  Nations  that  is  better 
able  to  serve  as  a  center  for  growing  co- 
operation among  nations  in  the  sciences  and 
the  arts  and  in  all  the  works  of  human  prog- 
ress. 

Yes,  Mr.  Secretary  General,  we  want  in 
our  country  a  United  Nations  that  is  better 
able  to  serve  the  world  community  by  vir- 
tue of  being  solvent. 

We  stand  ready  today  as  we  always  have 
in  the  past  to  pay  our  fair  share  of  the  neces- 
sary cost.  The  pledges  we  make  to  the  sup- 
port of  the  United  Nations  are  pledges  that 
we  shall  keep. 

So  it  makes  me  very  happy  this  morning 
to  be  able  to  welcome  you  here  to  Washing- 
ton, to  the  White  House,  to  our  Rose  Garden 
where  many  of  the  leaders  of  this  Nation 
have  come  to  greet  you  and  to  express  their 
personal  welcome. 

Our  Nation  is  honored  to  have  you  as  our 
guest,  and  we  are  so  pleased  that  you  can 
spend  the  next  few  hours  with  us. 

note:  The  President  spoke  shortly  before  noon  in 
the  Rose  Garden  at  the  White  House,  where  Secre- 
tary General  U  Thant  was  given  a  formal  welcome. 
The  Secretary  General  responded  as  follows: 

"Mr.  President,  Mrs.  Johnson,  Your  Excellencies, 
and  friends: 

"I  am,  you  may  be  sure,  deeply  appreciative  of 
your  kindness  in  asking  me  to  come  to  Washington 
at  this  time. 

"I  recall  most  soberly  my  visit  here  last  fall  when 
all  the  world  shared  your  Nation's  grief  at  the 
tragic  loss  of  your  highly  distinguished  predecessor. 


Permit  me,  Mr.  President,  to  mention  now  the 
profound  admiration  I  had  for  the  remarkable 
strength  you,  Mr.  President,  demonstrated  at  that 
critical  juncture  which  did  so  much  to  restore  the 
confidence  of  a  shaken  world  in  this  great  country. 

"I  feel  that  my  visit  here  now  is  especially  fitting 
and  timely  since,  as  you  know,  I  have  only  just 
recently  completed  an  extended  journey  more  than 
halfway  around  the  world. 

"During  that  trip,  I  had  talks  with  the  leaders 
of  three  states  which  are  permanent  members  of 
the  Security  Council  as  well  as  with  a  number  of 
heads  of  African  states  in  Cairo,  and  with  leaders 
of  my  own  country. 

"I  am  certain  that  my  talks  with  you  and  your 
associates  in  the  United  States  Government  will  be 
equally  useful  and  constructive  to  the  further 
strengthening  of  the  United  Nations  so  that  it 
may  more  effectively  serve  the  cause  of  peace  and 
good  neighborliness  amongst  nations  as  provided 
for  in  the  Charter. 

"May  I  express  on  this  occasion  the  profound 
gratitude  I  feel  for  your  Government's  long-standing 
and  unwavering  support  of  the  United  Nations  and 
and  the  support  which  was  just  reiterated  by  you, 
Mr.  President,  and  here  I  may  stress  the  United 
Nations  peace-keeping  activities  throughout  the 
world.  I  am  quite  convinced  that  you  share  with 
me,  Mr.  President,  as  well  as  with  the  leaders  of 
other  member  states  with  whom  I  have  talked  re- 
cently a  mutual  desire  to  see  the  United  Nations 
develop  into  an  ever  more  viable  instrument  of 
peace  and  human  advancement  in  freedom,  in  rights, 
and  in  general  well-being. 

"I  am  looking  forward  today  to  our  discussions 
which  will  certainly  touch  upon  some  important 
aspects  of  the  overriding  issues  of  these  times. 

"While  I  was  traveling  at  jet  speed  across  three 
continents  a  few  days  ago,  I  learned  of  the  incredible 
technological  feat  that  was  achieved  by  the  space 
scientists  and  engineers  of  the  United  States  in  ob- 
taining through  the  marvelous  performance  of 
Ranger  VII  the  first  truly  close-up  photographs  of  the 
surface  of  the  moon.  I  extend  to  you,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, heartiest  congratulations  and  also  to  your  Gov- 
ernment and  to  the  American  people,  on  this  re- 
markable achievement  in  the  peaceful  application 
of  science  and  technology  which  unquestionably 
constitutes  a  major  contribution  to  man's  knowledge. 

"Again,  let  me  thank  you,  Mr.  President,  and 
to  you,  Mrs.  Johnson,  for  having  bestowed  upon 
me  and  my  colleagues  who  have  accompanied  me 
this  morning  the  high  honor  of  being  your  guests 
in  the  Capital  of  your  country  and  for  your  warm 
welcome  here  at  the  White  House. 

"Let  me  also  offer  my  very  sincere  thanks  to  you, 
Mr.  President,  for  your  very  gracious  words,   not 


933 


[501]    Aug.  6 


Public  Papers  of  the  Presidents 


only  about  the  United  Nations  to  which  you  and 
your  Government  have  been  dedicated,  but  also  to 
me  in  particular. 

"Thank  you  once  again.*' 


In  the  President's  opening  words  he  referred  to 
the  Secretary  General  of  the  United  Nations, 
U  Thant,  and  Representative  Charles  A.  Halleck  of 
Indiana,  House  minority  leader. 


502    Toasts  of  the  President  and  Secretary  General  U  Thant. 
August  6,  1964 


Mr,  Secretary  General,  distinguished  guests: 

This  has  been  a  very  gratifying  and  a 
very  satisfying  day  in  this  house  of  the 
American  people. 

Mr.  Secretary  General,  v^e  have  from 
many  of  the  States  of  this  Union  from  coast 
to  coast  some  of  our  most  distinguished  citi- 
zens v^ho  have  come  here  to  pay  their  re- 
spects and  their  tribute  to  you. 

I  should  like  to  have  the  opportunity  to 
present  each  of  them  to  you  but,  instead, 
I  am  going  to  ask  only  for  the  privilege 
of  presenting  three  or  four  of  your  old 
friends  who,  I  think,  are  representative  of 
all  that  is  best  in  our  country. 

First,  I  want  to  ask  to  stand  for  you,  and 
so  that  all  the  people  here  may  have  a  chance 
to  see  him,  the  articulate  and  understanding 
Chairman  of  the  Foreign  Relations  Com- 
mittee of  the  United  States  Senate,  Mr. 
Fulbright. 

Next,  the  eloquent  minority  leader  of  the 
United  States  Senate  whose  loyalty  to  the 
country  knows  no  party  bounds,  Mr.  Everett 
Dirksen. 

One  of  the  most  talented  and  dedicated 
public  servants  that  America  has  produced, 
the  Ambassador  to  the  United  Nations, 
Mr.  Adlai  Stevenson. 

And  a  young  and  distinguished  former 
Member  of  the  United  States  Senate  who 
left  his  seat  in  that  body  to  ride  a  tank  in 
World  War  II,  a  former  Ambassador  of  this 
Nation  to  the  United  Nations,  a  former 
Ambassador   to   Viet-Nam  and   a   present 


counselor  to  the  President  and  the  Secretary 
of  State,  Ambassador  Lodge. 

I  know  that  those  of  you  who  are  here  this 
evening  feel  as  I  do  that  we  are  privileged 
to  receive  and  to  welcome  the  man  who  is 
the  public  servant  of  the  world. 

For  me,  this  day  has  been  quite  a  partic- 
ular personal  pleasure.  The  Secretary  Gen- 
eral and  I  have  a  few  things  in  common. 
We  are  very  nearly  the  same  age.  We  both 
began  life  as  teachers.  We  both  have  spent 
many  years  in  the  public  service  of  our  coun- 
tries.   There  are  some  differences,  of  course. 

Before  coming  to  the  United  Nations,  the 
Secretary  General  was  in  charge  of  informa- 
tion for  his  government  in  Burma.  That 
type  position  would  be  very  appealing  at 
times  to  most  Presidents  in  this  country. 

But  there  is  another  and  a  much  more 
serious  bond  between  us.  Both  the  Secre- 
tary General  and  I  serve  in  our  present 
offices  as  successors  to  men  whom  the  world 
will  always  honor  and  whom  the  world  will 
always  remember  as  champions  of  peace. 

When  we  look  back  upon  them,  the  first 
3  years  of  this  decade  took  a  cruel  toll  of 
leadership.  The  world  still  mourns  tonight 
the  loss  of  Dag  Hammarskjold.  The  world 
will  always  sorrow  for  the  loss  of  John 
Fitzgerald  Kennedy. 

But  I  think  it  is  a  commentary  upon 
their  work  and  upon  the  world  itself  that 
their  tragic  and  untimely  deaths  have  not 
deterred  us  for  a  moment  in  our  quest  for 
peace. 
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The  will  for  peace  in  the  world  is  a  will 
that  springs  from  the  soul  of  the  human 
race.  That  will  is  stronger  tonight,  stronger 
in  this  decade,  I  think,  than  ever  before 
in  the  history  of  the  human  race. 

Willful  men  may  still  design  willful 
schemes  for  war,  but  they  will  meet  today  the 
strong  and  the  steadfast  will  of  men  every- 
where who  reject  war  as  an  acceptable  in- 
strument of  national  policy. 

In  this  century  there  has  formed  a  new 
and  resolute  morality  among  mankind. 
That  morality  rejects  both  the  immorality 
of  war  as  well  as  the  immorality  of  indiffer- 
ence and  inaction  toward  all  threats  of  war. 

This  new  morality  of  mankind  is  no- 
where more  manifest  than  in  the  growing 
respect  for  the  peacekeeping  and  the  peace- 
making purposes  of  the  United  Nations. 

We  here  in  the  United  States  take  great 
satisfaction  from  the  success  of  the  United 
Nations.  It  is  the  embodiment  and  the  ful- 
fillment of  an  old  American  vision. 

We  are  so  proud,  Mr.  Secretary  General, 
to  have  the  United  Nations  on  these  shores, 
and  we  are  so  proud  to  be  privileged  to 
participate  in  its  work. 

So,  tonight,  to  those  of  us  who  are  privi- 
leged to  be  here  together  in  this  peaceful 
hour,  when  so  many  are  troubled  through- 
out the  world,  I  should  like  to  ask  each  of 
you  to  join  with  me  now  in  a  toast  to  the 
Secretary  General,  to  the  organization  which 
he  so  ably  serves,  and  to  the  cause  of  peace 
on  earth  for  which  we  all  work  together — 
Mr.  U  Thant. 

note:  The  President  proposed  the  toast  at  a  dinner 
in  the  State  Dining  Room  at  the  White  House. 
Secretary  General  U  Thant  responded  as  follows: 
Mr.  President,  Your  Excellencies,  ladies  and  gentle' 
men: 

I  am  suddenly  overwhelmed  by  the  very  gracious 
words  of  you,  Mr.  President,  not  only  about  the 
United  Nations  but  also  about  me. 

Of  course,  it  is  not  news  to  me  when  you  say 
that  the  Government  of  the  United  States  and  the 


people  of  this  great  country  are  dedicated  to  the 
ideas  and  ideals  of  the  Charter  of  the  United  Na- 
tions, and  you  have  a  very  distinguished  record  of 
consistent  support  and  cooperation  with  all  United 
Nations  activities  since  its  inception  in  1945. 

You  have  also,  Mr.  President,  rightly  pointed  out 
the  horrors  of  war  and  the  dedication  of  the  great 
American  people  to  avert  war  and  to  maintain 
peace.  This  is  in  strict  conformity  with  the  Charter 
of  the  United  Nations  which  I  have  the  privilege  to 
represent  here  tonight. 

I  think  it  is  what  we  are  calling  one  of  the  pri- 
mary purposes  of  the  United  Nations  when  it  was 
established  in  San  Francisco  19  years  ago — to  pre- 
vent war  which  twice  in  our  lifetime  had  brought 
untold  sorrow  to  mankind.  That  was  the  original 
provision  in  the  Charter  of  the  United  Nations  to 
save  succeeding  generations  from  the  scourge  of 
war.  That  is  the  text  of  the  Charter — to  save  suc- 
ceeding generations  from  the  scourge  of  war  which 
twice  in  our  lifetime  has  brought  untold  sorrow 
to  mankind. 

To  achieve  this  objective,  among  others,  the 
founding  fathers  19  years  ago  asked  all  member 
states  to  practice  tolerance  and  to  live  with  one  an- 
other in  peace  as  good  neighbors  and  to  unite  our 
common  strength  to  achieve  common  objectives. 
These  also  were  the  original  texts  of  the  Charter 
provisions. 

So  long  as  I  am  performing  the  functions  of  the 
Secretary  General  of  the  United  Nations,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, I  can  assure  you,  and  assure  all  these  ladies 
and  gentlemen  who  are  present  here  tonight,  that 
it  shall  be  my  constant  endeavor  to  do  my  utmost 
to  bring  about  a  state  of  affairs  by  which  the 
member  states,  which  number  at  present  112,  will 
be  in  a  position  to  practice  tolerance  and  life 
together  with  one  another  in  peace  as  good  neigh- 
bors and  unite  our  common  strength  for  the  achieve- 
ment of  the  common  objectives  oudined  in  the 
Charter. 

There  is  also  another  very  important  provision  in 
the  Charter;  that  is,  the  founding  fathers  in  1945 
had  one  very  pertinent  observation  in  the  Charter. 
They  wanted  to  see  the  United  Nations  as  a  center 
to  harmonize  the  actions  of  states  for  the  achieve- 
ment of  the  common  objectives. 

It  seems  to  me,  Mr.  President,  that  this  particular 
objective  of  trying  to  see  the  United  Nations  as  a 
center  for  harmonizing  the  actions  of  states  in  order 
to  achieve  the  common  objective  is,  to  me,  the  most 
significant  and  the  most  important  provision  in 
the  Charter  of  the  United  Nations. 

Then,  how  are  we  to  practice  tolerance?  How 
are  we  to  see  the  United  Nations  develop  into  a 
real  center  for  harmonizing  the  actions  of  member 
states  so  diverse  for  the  achievement  of  common 
objectives? 


33-171— Book  11—^65-^ 
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For  the  achievement  of  this  objective,  it  seems 
to  me,  as  I  have  stated  on  previous  occasions,  that 
we  should  give  a  Htde  thought  to  our  concepts  and 
to  our  attitudes  tovi^ard  problems.  Perhaps  it  will 
not  be  news  to  most  of  you,  I  am  sure,  but  I  beg 
your  indulgence  to  deal  with  this  aspect  for  a  couple 
of  minutes. 

It  seems  to  me,  Mr.  President,  that  in  many  so- 
cieties, particularly  in  technological  societies,  there 
has  been  too  much  stress  on  the  development  of  the 
intellect.  The  primary  objective  of  education  in 
many  countries  in  the  second  half  of  the  20th 
century  has  been  and  still  is  to  create  doctors  and 
scientists  and  engineers,  to  discover  outer  space,  to 
go  to  the  Moon  and  Mars  and  to  the  stars.  That 
has  been  the  primary  objective  of  modern  education. 

It  seems  to  me  that  pure  intellectual  development 
unaccompanied  by  a  corresponding  moral  and  spir- 
itual development  is  sure  to  lead  humanity  from 
one  crisis  to  another. 

To  my  way  of  thinking,  the  development  of  man 
must  be  fully  integrated  in  all  three  aspects — in- 
tellectual, moral,  and  spiritual. 

In  my  part  of  the  world,  as  you  are  no  doubt 
aware,  Mr.  President,  the  stress  has  been  the  other 
way  around.  The  primary  aim  has  been  a  mo- 
nastic education,  the  moral  and  spiritual  develop- 
ment aspects  of  men  at  the  expense  of  the  intellec- 
tual aspect  of  men.  As  a  result,  the  traditional 
monastic  education  in  Burma  or  China  or  Japan 
or  Thailand,  I  stress,  has  been  traditional,  has  been 
the  discovery  of  what  has  been  happening  inside 
of  us. 


We  try  to  understand  the  thought  processes. 
We  try  to  understand  the  moral  and  spiritual  values 
like  tolerance,  like  patience,  the  philosophy  of  live 
and  let  live,  the  desire  to  understand  the  other 
man's  point  of  view.  These  we  tried  to  develop 
for  centuries  and,  at  the  same  time,  the  intellectual 
aspect  of  man  has  been  ignored. 

As  the  result,  the  traditional  concept  of  education 
and  culture  in  Asia  is  now  an  anachronism  in  the 
second  half  of  the  20th  century.  At  the  same  time, 
the  pure  intellectual  development  which  has  been 
stressed  in  technological  societies  at  the  expense  o£ 
ignoring  the  moral  and  spiritual  aspects  of  men 
is  also  lopsided. 

I  feel  very  strongly  that  in  the  second  half  of  the 
20th  century,  under  the  shadow  of  the  hydrogen 
bomb,  it  is  very  necessary  for  all  of  us,  particularly 
leaders  of  thought  and  leaders  of  men  to  realize 
the  imperative  need  for  the  development  of  men 
in  all  three  aspects — intellectual,  moral,  and  spir- 
itual. Then  only,  Mr.  President,  do  I  feel  that  the 
world  will  be  a  much  better  place  for  all  of  us  to 
live  in. 

Once  again,  Mr.  President,  thank  you  very  much 
for  the  extraordinary  warmth  of  reception  accorded 
to  me  and  my  colleagues  during  our  very  brief  stay 
in  this  beautiful  Capital  of  your  great  country.  I 
shall  always  retain  very  happy  memories  of  my 
present  visit  and  particularly  your  very  gracious 
words  with  me,  and  may  I  request  you  ladies  and 
gentlemen  to  join  me  in  a  toast  to  the  health  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States  and  Mrs.  Johnson. 


503     Statement  by  the  President  on  the  Passage  of  the  Joint 
Resolution  on  Southeast  Asia.    August  7,  1964 


THE  414-to-nothing  House  vote  and  the 
88-to-2  Senate  vote  on  the  passage  o£  the 
Joint  Resolution  on  Southeast  Asia  is  a  dem- 
onstration to  all  the  world  of  the  unity  of  all 
Americans.  They  prove  our  determination 
to  defend  our  ov^n  forces,  to  prevent  aggres- 
sion, and  to  v^ork  firmly  and  steadily  for 
peace  and  security  in  the  area. 


I  am  sure  the  American  people  join  me 
in  expressing  the  deepest  appreciation  to  the 
leaders  and  Members  of  both  parties,  in  both 
Houses  of  Congress,  for  their  patriotic,  reso- 
lute, and  rapid  action. 

note:  This  statement  was  read  by  the  Press  Secre- 
tary to  the  President,  George  E.  Reedy,  at  his  news 
conference  held  at  the  White  House  at  1 140  p.m.  on 
August  7, 1964. 
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504    The  President's  News  Conference  at  the  LBJ  Ranch. 
August  85  1964 


THE  PRESIDENT,  [i.]  First,  I  am  glad  to 
see  so  many  of  you  made  the  bus  this  morn- 
ing. When  we  set  this  early  hour  last 
evening,  I  asked  George  Reedy  if  he  thought 
the  eastern  press  that  is  traveling  with  us 
would  interpret  this  as  extremism.  He  as- 
sured me  that  the  press  regards  moderation 
in  pursuit  of  the  eastern  daylight  deadlines 
as  no  virtue.^ 

Last  Saturday  we  all  met  together  and  I 
think  you  were  interested  in  photographs 
of  the  surface  of  the  moon.  This  Saturday 
I  suppose  some  of  you  may  be  more  inter- 
ested in  photographs  of  the  surface  of  Gran- 
ite Shoals  Lake. 

But  I  thought  I  would  tell  you  as  Presi- 
dent of  all  of  the  press  photographers  as  well 
as  reporters  I  want  you  to  be  able  to  catch 
up  on  your  rest  after  you  file,  so  I  will  just  tell 
you  about  this  afternoon.  I  may  be  on  the 
lake,  but  there  won't  be  any  story  over 
there. 

[2.]  For  several  days  at  the  White 
House,  I  spoke  of  our  "summer  of  discon- 
tent." There  has  been  discontent  and 
there  has  been  dissatisfaction,  but  it  seems 
to  me  that  these  last  7  days  deserve  very 
special  consideration  in  contemplation  of 
every  thinking  citizen.  All  week  long  the 
Americans  have  been  doing  what  Ameri- 
cans do  best — -working  together. 

The  results  have  been  highly  gratifying. 
The  week  has  been  deeply  reassuring. 
Wherever  we  have  faced  them,  we  have  been 
meeting  our  challenges — at  the  Gulf  of  Ton- 
kin, the  Halls  of  Congress,  in  distant  space 
of  our  universe,  and  all  sections  of  our 
Nation. 


^The  conference  was  held  at  10:05  a.m.,  cen- 
tral standard  time. 


Only  a  week  ago  we  saw  a  steady,  stable, 
straightforward  national  course  yield  an  im- 
portant national  success  in  the  mission  of 
Ranger  7.  Only  a  few  days  later  we  saw 
that  same  kind  of  steadiness  and  stability 
and  straightforwardness  permit  us  to  make 
America's  peaceful  purpose  unmistakably 
clear  when  we  were  challenged  by  an  act  of 
aggression  in  the  Tonkin  Gulf. 

Today,  both  adversaries  and  allies  have 
the  basis  for  new  respect  and  understanding 
of  America's  resoluteness.  In  the  unity  of 
nonpartisanship  and  commonsense  which 
Americans  rallied  together  for,  we  have  the 
basis  for  new  confidence  in  the  continuing 
strength  of  our  own  society,  but  there  are 
other  reassurances,  too. 

I  find  it  reassuring  in  this  week,  while  we 
faced  challenges  abroad,  our  Congress  faced 
up  to  challenges  at  home — facing  them  with 
an  active  answer  to  them. 

You  will  see  the  fruits  of  their  labors 
signed  into  law,  a  good  many  of  them,  next 
week.  We  have  several  signing  ceremonies 
scheduled. 

This  has  been  one  of  the  most  construc- 
tive weeks  within  my  memory  in  the  Con- 
gress, and  it  is  a  fitting  climax  to  one  of  the 
most  constructive  sessions  that  I  witnessed  in 
my  33  years. 

[3.]  In  addition,  I  think  we  may  prop- 
erly note  with  reassurance  another  develop- 
ment at  home. 

I  have  just  talked  to  Mr.  J.  Edgar  Hoover, 
head  of  the  Federal  Bureau  of  Investigation. 
He  assures  me  that  the  investigation  in  Mis- 
sissippi is  going  exceedingly  well;  that  sub- 
stantive results  can  be  expected  in  a  very 
short  period  of  time. 

Murder  in  any  State,  whether  Mississippi 
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or  Georgia  or  New  York,  and  civil  disorder 
in  any  region — ^North  or  South,  East  or 
West — cannot  and  will  not  be  condoned  in 
this  country. 

Perpetrators  of  these  crimes  and  these  law 
violators  are  being  apprehended  and  will  be 
brought  to  justice.  We  must  not  allow  vio- 
lence and  lawlessness  to  go  unpunished. 
No  person  can  be  allowed  to  attack  the 
right  of  every  American  to  be  secure  in  this 
land. 

Under  our  system  of  government,  local 
authorities  have  the  basic  responsibilities  for 
civil  peace.  We  look  to  the  Governors  and 
local  officials  to  keep  the  peace  and  to  protect 
the  citizens.  It  is  essential  to  our  Federal 
system  that  they  keep  that  responsibility.  I 
am  in  constant  communication  with  Gov- 
ernors where  these  problems  appear. 

A  Federal  police  force  is  inconsistent  with 
the  tradition  of  this  country,  and  I  do  not 
believe  we  must  create  such  a  force  to  keep 
the  peace  and  enforce  the  laws.  But  in- 
action on  the  part  of  the  Government  when 
Federal  laws  are  violated  and  assistance  is 
needed  is  equally  repugnant  to  our  tradi- 
tions. We  intend  to  do  our  part  when  it  is 
necessary  and  right  to  do  so. 

[4.]  I  have  been  in  communication  with 
the  Secretary  of  State,  the  Secretary  of  De- 
fense, Mr.  McGeorge  Bundy,^  and  other  of- 
ficials in  Washington,  and  I  have  a  brief 
statement  to  make  on  southeast  Asia. 

The  situation  created  by  unprovoked  ag- 
gression against  our  naval  forces  on  the  high 
seas  remains  serious,  but  there  have  been 
no  further  incidents  in  the  last  24  hours. 
We,  of  course,  remain  fully  alert  against  any 
attempt  to  renew  or  widen  the  attacks  from 
any  source. 

It  is  important  for  us  all  to  understand 


^Secretary  of  State  Dean  Rusk,  Secretary  of  De- 
fense Robert  S.  McNamara,  and  McGeorge  Bundy, 
Special  Assistant  to  the  President. 


that  these  attacks  at  sea  are  only  part  of  a 
basic  pattern  of  aggression  which  had  already 
shown  itself  against  the  people  and  Govern- 
ment of  South  Viet-Nam  and  the  people 
and  the  Government  of  Laos.  Our  actions 
this  week  make  clear  not  only  our  determi- 
nation to  give  a  clear  and  positive  reply  to 
aggression  at  sea,  but  our  general  determina- 
tion to  resist  and  repel  aggression  in  the  area 
as  a  whole.  That  is  the  meaning  also  of  the 
resolution  adopted  yesterday  by  the  Con- 
gress with  almost  complete  unanimity. 

The  most  encouraging  fact  of  the  week, 
indeed,  was  the  unity,  calmness,  and  strength 
of  purpose  shown  by  our  own  people,  to- 
gether with  the  understanding  and  support 
which  our  actions  have  received  from  our 
friends  around  the  world. 

Ambassador  Lodge,^  pursuant  to  my  re- 
quest and  in  accordance  with  my  directions, 
will  proceed  at  an  early  date  to  communicate 
in  more  detail  with  our  friends  in  other  parts 
of  the  world. 

Our  friends  who  are  defending  their  free- 
dom and  independence  in  the  area  can  take 
new  courage  from  this  unity  and  this  support 
as  they  carry  on,  with  our  help,  in  the  con- 
tinuing work  of  repelling  aggression  by  ter- 
ror and  by  infiltration. 

Finally,  let  me  repeat  again  and  again  that 
in  all  our  actions,  our  purpose  is  peace. 

[5.]  Another  situation  which  is  a  matter 
of  grave  concern  is  the  renewed  fighting  on 
Cyprus  between  the  Greek  and  Turkish 
cypriots.  We  are  intently  watching  this  de- 
velopment, and  I  don't  wish  to  comment  on 
it  further  except  to  say  that  we  are  in  very 
close  touch  with  the  situation  through  our 
embassies,  that  we  strongly  support  the 
efforts  of  the  U.N.  peace  force  to  achieve  a 
cessation  of  fighting  so  that  movements 
toward  a  peaceful  solution  can  continue. 

®  Henry  Cabot  Lodge,  former  United  States  Am- 
bassador to  Viet-Nam. 
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As  I  am  sure  you  know,  the  Turks  have 
asked  for  an  emergency  meeting  of  the 
United  Nations  Security  Council. 

[  6.  ]  The  Air  Force  will  proceed  immedi- 
ately with  the  program  to  orbit  24  satellites 
for  an  interim,  independent  Defense  Satel- 
lite Communications  System.  This  system 
will  provide  reliable,  worldwide  circuits, 
highly  resistant  to  jamming  and  physical 
attack,  for  carrying  essential  military  com- 
munications in  time  of  crisis. 

Further  details  of  it  can  be  in  a  statement, 
and  George  ^  can  give  it  to  you, 

[7.]  I  have  approved  a  proposal  by  Sec- 
retary Wirtz  to  survey  job  vacancies  in  20 
labor  market  areas  across  the  Nation. 

For  more  than  a  year  the  Labor  Depart- 
ment has  been  studying  the  feasibility  of  col- 
lecting information  from  employers  on  va- 
cant jobs  that  could  be  filled  if  qualified 
workers  were  available. 

Experimental  surveys,  research,  and  the 
investigation  of  job-vacancy  information  ac- 
tivities in  other  countries  indicate  that  such 
a  program  would  be  of  tremendous  value 
in  combating  unemployment. 

I  have  a  letter  here  from  the  Secretary  de- 
scribing the  project,  which  I  won't  go  into, 
which  you  can  take.^ 

We  are  greatly  encouraged  by  the  success 


^  George  E.  Reedy,  Press  Secretary  to  the  President. 

^In  a  letter  to  the  President,  released  by  the 
White  House  on  August  8  at  Austin,  Tex.,  Secre- 
tary Wirtz  proposed  that  pilot  surveys  be  conducted 
in  20  labor  market  areas  of  different  sizes,  indus- 
trial composition,  and  labor  market  conditions, 
with  a  view  toward  the  eventual  establishment  of 
a  job-vacancy  identification  system  in  each  major 
labor  market  area.  The  surveys  would  measure 
the  extent  and  nature  of  unfilled  job  openings  by 
occupation  so  that  manpower  training  and  retrain- 
ing programs  could  be  geared  to  local  labor  market 
conditions.  Mr.  Wirtz  added  that  the  surveys 
would  provide  needed  information  for  the  prompt 
placement  of  skilled  workers  and  also  provide  em- 
ployers with  a  systematic  method  of  assessing  their 
own  training  needs. 


of  breaking  through  the  5  percent  barrier  on 
unemployment,  getting  it  down  to  4.9.  We 
believe  if  we  get  the  bill  that  was  voted  on 
yesterday — dilatory  tactics  required  us  to 
carry  over  until  today  for  final  vote — if  we 
pass  that  bill  today,^  we  expect  to  make 
strong  inroads  into  the  largest  group  of  un- 
employed that  we  have;  namely,  the  young 
people.  We  have  reduced  that  from  16 
down  to  13  percent.  We  expect  thousands 
of  young  people  to  be  able  to  obtain  useful 
training  in  employment  as  a  result  of  this 
bill  in  all  parts  of  the  Nation. 

I  will  be  glad  to  take  any  questions. 

[8.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  when  you  said 
that  you  expect  substantive  results  in  the  Mis- 
sissippi investigation  in  a  very  short  time,  do 
you  mean,  sir,  you  are  expecting  something 
today  or  within  days.?  Could  you  pin  it 
down  slightly.?^ 

THE  PRESIDENT.  I  would  Say  a  very  short 
time.  I  don't  want  to  get  down  to  minutes 
or  hours.    I  would  just  leave  it  at  that. 

Q.  That  is,  arrests.? 

THE  PRESIDENT.  I  would  say  substautivc 
results. 

[9.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  Mr.  Lodge  told 
us  yesterday  he  was  going  to  allied  capitals. 
Are  you  planning  to  send  anyone  to  neutral- 
ist capitals  ? 

THE  PRESIDENT.  We  are  in  touch  with  most 
capitals  most  of  the  time.  I  don't  think 
that  there  is  any  clear  line  of  demarcation 
that  would  divide  one  capital  from  the  other, 
although  I  think  early  in  his  schedule  he  will 
be  discussing  some  joint  efforts  that  would 
not  apply  to  the  neutralists  that  are  going  on 
now  in  southeast  Asia.  I  would  say  that 
he  would  not  be  precluded  from  visiting  any 
capital  whether  it  was  our  ally  or  a  neutral, 
but  I  would  say  probably  the  first  ones  he 
will  visit  will  be  allied  capitals  because  of 

*  Economic  opportunity  bill,  passed  by  the  House 
of  Representatives  on  August  8.     See  Item  505. 
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some  of  the  plans  that  some  of  them  have 
announced  for  their  increased  efforts  there. 

[10.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  last  week  Sena- 
tor Goldwater  said  it  appeared  to  him  that 
as  of  now  Viet-Nam  is  dead  as  a  campaign 
issue  this  year  but  that  it  probably  could  be 
revived  later.    Do  you  agree  with  this? 

THE  PRESIDENT.  I  prefer  to  treat  it  as  a 
problem  of  free  people  without  association 
in  a  political  campaign.  I  think  that  all 
Americans  are  going  to  support  their  coun- 
try in  defending  our  interests  in  the  world. 

I  have  seen  no  evidence  that  our  action  in 
Viet-Nam  should  be  made  a  partisan  matter. 
I  am  exceedingly  pleased  with  the  unanimity 
with  which  the  Congress  and  the  people — 
and,  if  you  will  pardon  me,  the  press — sup- 
ported this  movement. 

[11.]  Q.  Sir,  have  you  been  able  to  better 
establish  the  motives  in  the  Vietnamese  two 
attacks  ? 

THE  PRESIDENT.  You  had  better  find  out 
about  their  motives  from  them. 

Q.  Do  you  have  any  ideas  or  do  you  as- 
sume why? 

THE  PRESIDENT.  The  Same  answer  would 
go  to  that  same  question.  I  am  unable  to 
speak  with  any  accuracy  on  the  imaginations 
or  motives  or  ideas  they  may  have  had  in 
mind  on  what  they  did.  It  would  be  pure 
speculation  and  I  don't  care  to  indulge  in 
that. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  there  has  been  some 
criticism  of  your  timing  on  the  announce- 
ment of  the  attack.  Can  you  give  us  any  feel- 
ing about  this  thing? 

THE  PRESIDENT.  I  haveu't  paid  much  atten- 
tion to  it.  I  don't  know  what  you  referred 
to,  but  I  think  that  our  conduct  is  going 
very  well  there,  and  I  didn't  know  there  had 
been  any  criticism  from  any  responsible 
source.  It  looks  like  the  votes  have  been 
pretty  uniform  and  pretty  unanimous. 


Q.  I  was  thinking  of  the  criticism  by 
Congressman  Foreman  yesterday  in  the 
House.^ 

THE  PRESIDENT.  I  didn't  See  that.  Did  he 
think  we  shouldn't  have  done  it? 

Q.  He  suggested  you  were  acting  irrespon- 
sibly by  announcing  the  attack  before  it 
started. 

THE  PRESIDENT.  Before  what? 

Q.  Before  the  attack  started. 

THE  PRESIDENT.  Of  course  that  didn't 
happen. 

Q.  Didn't  it? 

THE  PRESIDENT.   No. 

Q.  Before  the  planes  got  to  the  target  is 
what  he  was  saying. 

Q.  Before  the  strike  actually  began. 

THE  PRESIDENT.  When  the  strike  got  off 
the  carrier  they  were  in  their  radar  and  the 
Defense  Department  and  the  Secretary  of 
Defense  and  the  Chairman  of  the  Joint 
Chiefs  of  Staff  thought  it  was  very  impor- 
tant that  we  say  to  the  American  people 
what  was  happening  before  Hanoi  said  it  to 
them,  and  that  we  say  to  all  peoples  what 
kind  of  an  attack  it  was  without  any  descrip- 
tion. I  don't  think  any  well-informed  or 
reasonable  person  would  feel  that  we  did  not 
act  properly  and  successfully. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  have  you  talked  with 
former  President  Eisenhower  about  the  air 
strikes  ? 

THE  PRESIDENT.  No,  I  haveu't.  I  think  it 
is  fair  to  say  that  I  have  had  General  Eisen- 
hower fully  briefed,  and  I  have  received  his 
reactions,  and  I  have  asked  for  any  opin- 
ions or  suggestions  he  might  have  at  any 
time,  and  I  have  received  them  in  this 
connection.  I  have  suggested  that  Ambassa- 
dor Lodge  talk  to  him  about  my  suggestions 
of  the  last  couple  of  days  with  the  Ambassa- 

^  Representative  Ed  Foreman's  remarks  appear  in 
the  Congressional  Record,  August  7,  1964,  p.  17962. 
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dor.  He  has  done  that  and  he  has  reported 
back  to  me — not  me  personally. 

Q.  The  Ambassador  said  the  General  was 
pleased  that  he  had  told  him. 

[12.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  have  you  been 
in  communication  with  Premier  Khrushchev 
in  the  past  week  either  through  the  "hot 
line"  or  through  regular  diplomatic 
channels? 

THE  PRESIDENT.  We  are  in  communication 
with  most  of  the  governments  of  the  world 
most  of  the  time.  The  specific  method  and 
timing  I  don't  go  into. 

[13.]  Q.  Sir,  in  connection  with  some 
other  communications,  there  have  been  some 
conflicting  and  some  confusing  reports  as  to 
whether  you  did  or  did  not  ask  the  Attorney 
General  to  be  your  campaign  manager  or 
director  this  year.  Have  you  made  any  such 
request  of  him? 

THE  PRESIDENT.  I  would  just  leave  that  up 
to  your  description.  I  don't  think  anything 
I  could  say  would  change  it  in  any  way.  It 
would  be  conflicting  and  confusing  as  long 
as  all  of  you  speculate,  and  I  would  say  that 
I  am  not  going  to  take  any  active  part  in  any 
campaign  until  after  the  convention. 

[14.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  I  want  to  ask  a 
question  about  Adam  Yarmolinsky,^  if  I 
pronounce  it  correctly.  He  had  been  with 
the  Department  of  Defense 

THE     PRESIDENT.   He  Still  is. 

Q.  I  thought  he  had  been  working  for  the 
Peace  Corps  and  working  on  the  poverty  bill. 

THE  PRESIDENT.  No,  your  thoughts  are 
wrong.  He  is  still  with  the  Department  of 
Defense. 

Q.  I  was  also  asked  to  ask  you,  sir,  if  he 
was  going  back  to  the  Pentagon,  but  you 
say  he  is  still  there. 

THE  PRESIDENT.  He  never  left. 

[15.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  by  drawing 
Chinese  power  southward,  as  they  appeared 

®  Assistant  to  the  Secretary  of  Defense. 


to  be  doing,  Mr.  McNamara  said  they  ap- 
peared to  be  bringing  planes  into  South  Viet- 
Nam.  Are  we  reducing  the  potentiality  of 
friction  between  China  and  the  Soviet 
Union? 

THE  PRESIDENT.  I  would  not  care  to  go 
even  so  far  as  Mr.  McNamara  in  speculating 
on  what  other  people  are  going  to  do.  That 
involves  a  great  many  imponderables,  and  I 
don't  see  any  useful  purpose  being  gained  by 
speculation. 

[16.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  would  you  care 
to  comment  on  any  of  those  recent  rumors 
about  a  possible  price  increase  in  steel? 

THE  PRESIDENT.  If  the  rcports  had  any 
basis,  it  would  be  a  matter  of  very  serious 
concern  because  steel  is  very  important  in 
our  economy.  We  follow  all  of  these  prob- 
lems very  closely.  We  would  be  surprised 
if  steel  raised  prices  in  light  of  the  informa- 
tion we  have;  namely,  declining  costs  and 
rising  profits,  increased  volume,  favorable 
Government  actions  that  we  have  taken  on 
depreciation  and  taxes,  interest  rates,  and 
our  Government  policies  in  connection  with 
all  of  these.  It  seems  to  us  that  the  steel 
industry  has  been  getting  steadily  healthier. 

It  is  now  engaged  in  a  major  moderniza- 
tion program,  and  we  have  been  told  from 
time  to  time  that  they  have  been  very  suc- 
cessful in  cutting  their  costs. 

We  all  know  that  the  volume  of  steel 
output  is  setting  a  new  record.  Increases 
in  hourly  labor  costs  have  apparendy  been 
exceeded  by  good  productivity  gain. 

As  I  said  before,  profits  have  been  steadily 
rising.  The  first  half  of  1964  steel  profits 
were  up  17  percent  over  the  first  half  of  1963. 

Now,  if  you  had  a  price  increase,  it  would 
strongly  conflict  with  our  national  interest 
in  price  stability.  We  think  that  stability 
is  essential  to  sustain  a  strong  expansion  of 
jobs  and  output,  to  sustain  the  improvement 
in  our  balance  of  payments. 
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I  am  confident  that  leaders  of  the  steel  in- 
dustry will  act  responsibly  in  the  national 
interest.  I  have  had  no  indication  whatever 
that  there  is  going  to  be  any  other  action. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  you  did  not  mean  to 
imply,  sir,  any  criticism 

THE  PRESIDENT.  I  did  uot  mean  to  imply 


any.    I  don't  want  to  imply  anything. 

Alvin  A.  Spivak,  United  Press  Interna- 
tional: Thank  you,  Mr.  President. 

note:  President  Johnson's  twenty-fifth  news  con- 
ference was  held  in  his  oflSce  at  the  LB  J  Ranch, 
Johnson  City,  Tex.,  at  10:05  a.m.  on  Saturday, 
August  8, 1964. 


505    Statement  by  the  President  Following  House  Action  on  the 
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ALL  Americans  can  be  proud  of  the  action 
taken  today  by  the  House  of  Representatives 
in  committing  the  strength  and  talents  of 
our  nation  to  war  on  poverty. 

The  goal  is  high.  We  shall  not  reach  it 
easily  or  svi^iftly. 

We  have  by  this  compassionate  commit- 
ment kept  faith  v^^ith  the  morality  of  our  so- 
ciety and  I  congratulate  the  members  of  both 
parties  in  Congress  v^ho  have  supported  this 
historic  measure. 

The  struggle  of  this  century  between  free- 
dom and  tyranny  has  been  a  struggle  among 
men  in  many  lands  to  find  a  system  which 
would  relieve  them  from  the  oppression  of 
poverty. 

I  believe  we  can  and  should  be  proud  that 
it  is  our  free  society — and  our  system  of  re- 
sponsible capitalism — ^which  is  first  able  and 
willing  to  make  a  credible  commitment  to 
eradicate  poverty  among  its  own  people. 

This  bill  gives  us  the  tools  with  which  to 
begin  our  work. 


Success  in  this  depends  upon  the  quality 
of  response  citizens  offer  in  every  com- 
munity. Our  objective  is  national — ^but  re- 
alization of  it  will  come  through  local  effort, 
local  leadership,  local  vision.  I  call  upon  all 
who  share  concern  for  the  character  of  their 
own  communities  to  enlist  in  this  war 
against  the  blight  and  blemish  of  the  poverty 
which  exists  amid  plenty. 

The  program  implemented  by  this  legisla- 
tion presents  a  particularly  challenging  op- 
portunity to  young  Americans.  As  other 
generations  have  gone  to  war  abroad  to  pro- 
tect our  Nation's  values,  today's  generations 
will  have  through  the  war  on  poverty  a  rare 
opportunity  to  serve  those  values  in  peace. 

We  are  opening  the  door  of  opportunity 
a  little  wider  for  more  of  our  people  and 
that  is  what  has  always  made  our  country 
stronger  and  more  successful. 

note:  For  the  President's  remarks  upon  signing  the 
Economic  Opportunity  Act,  see  Item  528. 


506    Remarks  at  a  Luncheon  for  Businessmen. 
August  10,  1964 

THIS  house  in  which  you  are  visiting  today 
is  not  a  personal  residence.    And  it  must 
never  be  a  political  prize. 
This  house  is  the  house  of  all  the  people. 


For  so  long  as  I  am  your  tenant — and  your 
servant — I  shall  use  this  house  as  we  are 
using  it  today:  use  it  to  bring  together  Amer- 
ica's leaders  from  all  walks  of  American  life, 
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to  think  together,  to  plan  together,  to  work 
together  for  the  future  of  America. 

As  President,  I  would  much  rather  explain 
why  leaders  of  labor — or  leaders  of  busi- 
ness— are  in  their  White  House,  than  to  try 
to  explain  why  either  are  not  here  or  weren't 
invited. 

As  I  conceive  it,  a  President's  first  role  and 
first  responsibility  is  to  help  perfect  the  unity 
of  the  people,  not  to  perpetuate  their 
divisions. 

The  last  10  days  have  reminded  us  anew 
of  just  how  vital  our  unity  has  come  to  be. 
Far  away — and  near  at  home — grim  and 
grave  challenges  have  confronted  us.  Those 
challenges  continue  to  come.  But  so  long 
as  our  land  is  strong  and  free,  those  chal- 
lenges will  not  cease. 

In  this  period  we  have  been  able  to  meet 
our  challenges  steadily  and  surely  and 
swiftly.  Our  friends  have  not  misunder- 
stood— our  adversaries  have  not  mistaken — 
our  purpose  has  remained  unchanged,  be- 
cause we  in  America  have  been  united.  A 
united  America  has  never  been — and,  I 
think,  will  never  be — a  misunderstood 
America. 

In  these  days,  among  many  thoughts  in 
my  own  mind,  one  has  been  impressed 
strongly  upon  me.  How  different  America's 
response  might  have  been — ^how  different 
America's  role  might  be — if  we  were  today 
a  nation  divided  by  struggles  of  class  or  strife, 
a  nation  split  between  capital  and  labor. 

In  your  lifetime  and  mine,  we  have  moved 
beyond  those  dangerous  shoals.  Our  re- 
sponsibility together  now  is  to  steer  the 
course  of  this  system,  steer  the  course  of  this 
economy,  and  this  society  to  the  high  and 
hopeful  and  happier  seas  of  a  more  perfect 
unity. 

And  that  is  why  I  asked  you  to  come  here 
today. 


Around  the  world — throughout  our 
times — ^men  of  business  have  lived  in  dread 
and  fear  of  the  governments  of  their  lands. 
They  live  with  fear  in  many  lands  today — 
wondering  if  what  they  have  accumulated 
will  be  taken  away  or  taxed  away  or  foolishly 
thrown  away. 

That  is  why  I  wanted  you  to  know  some- 
thing about  how  your  Government  is  op- 
erating. That  is  why  I  want  all  American 
businessmen  to  understand  that  your  Gov- 
ernment is  devoted  to  your  success,  not  dedi- 
cated to  your  enslavement. 

American  business  is  like  no  other  in 
history. 

It  is  owned  by  millions,  it  employs  mil- 
lions more,  it  serves  all  190  million  of  our 
people.  The  promise  for  their  lives  rests 
upon  the  performance  of  your  enterprise. 
While  some  of  you  may  not  be  interested  in 
our  success,  I  can  assure  you  that  we  here  in 
Washington  are  greatly  interested  in  your 
success. 

I  am  glad  I  can  say  today  that  no  business- 
men anywhere  have  ever  at  any  time  enjoyed 
the  measure  of  success  that  American  busi- 
nessmen are  enjoying  now. 

For  42  consecutive  months,  we  have  had 
the  longest  and  the  largest  peacetime  ex- 
pansion of  our  economy  on  record.  These 
years  from  1961  through  1964  are  going  into 
the  record  books  as  the  most  prosperous 
years  of  our  history.  It  is  prosperity  not  just 
for  businessmen — it  is  prosperity  for  all  the 
people  of  this  Nation. 

Last  month  72.4  million  Americans  were 
at  work — a  new  high  in  the  history  of  the 
Republic.  Unemployment  declined  to  4.9 
percent.  It  has  not  been  below  this  figure 
since  November  1957 — almost  7  years  ago. 

Since  early  1961,  our  gross  national  prod- 
uct is  up  $117  billion. 

Industrial  production  is  up  27.6  percent. 
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I  might  also  mention  that  your  stocks  are 
up  almost  $100  billion  since  November  22d 
last  year. 

Many  other  figures  could  be  cited  to 
you.  Every  week  new  reports  bring  more 
good  news. 

The  Council  of  Economic  Advisers  tells 
me  just  today  that — 

— ^initial  reports  from  1,100  nonfinancial 
corporations  indicate  that  second  quarter 
profits  set  an  all-time  quarterly  record  in  the 
history  of  the  Nation. 

— the  full  year  of  1964  will  set  a  new  an- 
nual record. 

This  news  is  mighty  welcome  here  in 
Washington — as  it  must  be  to  you. 

But  there  is  more. 

The  Council  of  Economic  Advisers  in- 
forms me  that  in  the  past  6  months  the  pur- 
chasing power  of  the  average  American  con- 
sumer has  expanded  by  t^Yi  percent.  Over 
the  whole  period  since  early  1961  buying 
power  has  averaged  a  3.4  percent  gain  per 
year. 

Now  contrast  this  with  the  average  gain  ot 
only  1.6  percent  per  year  during  the  1952 
to  i960  period. 

Gains  in  jobs  and  profits  are  going  hand 
in  hand. 

Workers  are  gaining  in  purchasing  power 
through  fuller  employment,  through  longer 
hours,  through  higher  wages.  But  on  the 
average,  higher  wages  have  not  increased 
the  cost  of  doing  business.  Why?  Because 
productivity  has  risen  to  match  the  wages. 

Profits  are  gaining  through  higher  volume 
and  lower  costs  and  lower  taxes — thanks  to 
the  help  of  a  good  many  men  in  this  room. 
But  on  the  average  the  gains  are  not  com- 
ing through  higher  prices. 

So  long  as  this  is  the  pattern,  we  can  use 
our  fiscal  and  our  monetary  policies  to  stim- 
ulate business  activity  and  not  to  restrain  it. 


Both  business  and  labor  are  making  their 
economic  gains  by  enlarging  the  size  of  the 
economic  pie.  They  are  not  making — ^and 
they  cannot  continue  to  make — gains  by 
taking  bigger  slices  at  the  expense  of  one 
another  or  at  the  expense  of  the  American 
consumer. 

So  I  say  today:  the  times  are  good. 

Our  prospects  are  bright. 

Your  Nation's  strength  is  great. 

The  promise  before  us  all  is  bright. 

But  one  fact  stands  out  above  all  the  rest. 

What  we  have,  what  you  have  accumu- 
lated, what  all  American  families  hope  to 
accumulate  can  be  lost  if  we  do  not  con- 
tinue on  the  course  of  perfecting  our  unity. 

Our  prosperity  today  is  not  a  one-time 
phenomenon.  This  is  a  solid,  stable,  steady 
prosperity — achieved  by  the  confidence  and 
the  certainty  of  a  climate  that's  free  of  doubt 
and  division  and  bitter  contention. 

Our  dollar  is  strong  because  the  world  has 
new  confidence  in  our  responsibility. 

Our  consumer  market  is  strong  because 
Americans  at  home  have  confidence  in  our 
future  course. 

Our  enterprise  system  is  functioning  suc- 
cessfully because  we  have  been  doing  here 
in  Washington  many  of  the  things  so  long 
needed  to  lift  off  burdens  of  the  past. 

Taxes  have  been  cut. 

Spending  has  been  curbed. 

Earnest  and  honest  efforts  have  been  made 
to  put  to  work  in  Government  today's  new 
tools  and  new  concepts  to  produce  more  effi- 
cient management  of  your  public  business. 

Your  Government  seeks  to  be  not  a  dicta- 
tor but  a  moderator — not  a  master  planner 
but  a  faithful  public  servant — not  an  agent 
for  your  control  but  a  vehicle  for  your  free- 
dom. 

What  I  have  said  to  all  others  I  want  to 
repeat  to  you  before  we  leave  today. 
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As  a  man  who  wants  to  be  President  of  all 
the  people,  I  intend  to  work  to  ensure  that 
every  person  enjoys  the  full  constitutional 
rights  and  equal  opportunity  that  are  his 
birthright  as  an  American  citizen. 

I  intend  to  use  all  the  resources  I  have  to 
make  sure  those  who  claim  rights — and  those 
who  deny  them — bend  their  passions  to 
peaceful  obedience  of  the  law  of  the  land. 

No  man  could  attain  a  higher  honor  than 
to  occupy  this  ofEce  I  now  hold.  No  man 
would  be  worthy  of  that  honor  who  thought 
of  self.  No  man  would  be  worthy  who 
thought  of  any  success  except  America's  suc- 
cess. And  that  is  the  only  thought  I  have 
in  this  house  today. 

If  the  man  who  lives  in  this  house  is  not 
free  to  stand  for  right,  no  man  in  any  house 
in  America  is  free  from  the  injury  of  wrong. 

When  I  came  into  this  oflSce  very  sud- 
denly 8  months  ago,  confronted  with  all  the 
problems  and  obstacles  that  faced  me  at  that 
time,  I  tried  to  look  about  America  and  draw 
all  the  strength  that  was  available  to  me. 
And  a  great  deal  of  that  is  in  this  room 
today. 

President  Eisenhower  and  President  Tru- 
man immediately  headed  for  Washington  to 
give  me  their  counsel  and  to  try  to  help  me 
lead  this  Nation  at  that  critical  time. 

Since  that  time  I  have  met  with  thousands 
of  leaders  of  our  free  enterprise  system.  I 
met  with  the  capitalists  of  the  Nation,  with 
the  managers  of  that  capital,  with  the  work- 
ers employed  by  that  management.  I  have 
gone  to  them  with  my  problems.  I  have 
asked  for  their  counsel.  I  have  profited 
from  their  advice. 

So  I  have  asked  you  today  to  come  here  to 
visit  with  me,  to  have  a  chance  to  know  you. 

Charles  Lamb  was  once  reading  a  book. 
And  when  he  finished  the  book,  he  threw 
it  on  the  floor.    And  he  said,  "I  don't  like 


that  man,"  speaking  of  the  author.  And  his 
old  maid  sister  said,  *'Do  you  know  him?" 
And  he  said,  "No.  If  I  knew  him,  I  would 
Hke  him." 

I  have  said  this  to  a  good  many  of  you 
before  in  our  other  conferences,  but  I  think 
it  is  worth  repeating.  I  believe  if  we  pre- 
vail in  this  world  and  if  we  survive,  it  will 
be  primarily  due  to  the  efficiency  and  the 
strength  of  our  system  of  government. 

I  think  our  system  of  government  is  better 
than  the  system  of  our  adversaries.  And  I 
think  in  time  we  will  demonstrate  it  and  it 
will  prevail. 

I  think  that  we  can  do  a  job  better  and 
more  efficient  and  more  satisfactory  for  the 
capitalist  who  sends  his  dollar  out  hoping  to 
get  a  small  return  on  it,  the  manager  who 
gets  up  at  daylight  and  works  until  mid- 
night to  put  that  dollar  and  the  men  to- 
gether and  develops  stomach  ulcers  in  the 
process  but  looks  forward  to  the  bonus  that 
he  may  get  from  the  board  of  directors  at 
the  end  of  the  year,  to  the  worker  who  tries 
to  produce  a  better  mousetrap  at  lower  costs. 
And  when  all  these  three  are  put  together, 
I  believe  that  they  can  do  a  better  job  than 
any  slaves  can  do  for  any  commissars.  And 
I  have  faith  that  that  system  will  prevail. 

So  I  want  to  say  to  you  gentlemen  here 
today  that  I  realize  the  concern  that  business- 
men feel  for  their  Government.  Most  of 
them,  as  I  said  earlier  in  my  statement,  have 
been  afraid  of  governments  wherever  they 
were,  at  whatever  time  in  history  they 
existed. 

Mr.  Rayburn  used  to  say  to  me — and  he 
stayed  here  over  50  years — that  it  had  been 
his  experience  that  the  most  frightened  man 
in  American  society  was  the  average  busi- 
nessman. He  said  sometimes  he  has  cause 
for  it,  but  he  goes  around  being  constantly 
scared  about  what  his  Government  is  going 
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to  do.  First  of  all,  he  doesn't  know  a  great 
deal  about  his  Government  because  he's  so 
busy  making  his  own  business  operate.  He's 
concentrating  there  on  his  own  problems 
that  he  doesn't  have  time  to  become  a  politi- 
cal expert  and  understand  all  the  intricacies 
of  our  governmental  system.  So  he  is  con- 
stantly frightened  about  it.  And  if  he  can't 
get  his  blood  pressure  up  high  enough  on 
his  own,  he'll  go  hire  him  a  lawyer  and  pay 
him  to  keep  him  scared. 

Well,  I  want  you  to  know  more  about  your 
Government.  And  I  want  your  Government 
to  know  more  about  you. 

These  men  on  this  row  are  part  of  this 
country — ^very  vital  and  very  important  parts 
of  this  country.  But  a  few  weeks  ago  and 
maybe  a  few  weeks  from  now  they  will  be 
back  occupying  some  of  the  chairs  that  you 
now  occupy. 

So  we  wanted  you  to  come  here  today,  to 
tell  you  that  we  need  your  help.  And  we 
need  the  help  of  every  American.  You  are 
the  leaders  of  this  country.  And  we  want 
you  to  exercise  that  leadership.  We  have 
faith  and  confidence  in  our  system.  We 
want  to  develop  it.    We  want  to  strengthen 


it.  We  want  to  promote  it.  In  short,  we 
are  going  to  perform  our  responsibilities, 
to  give  you  the  best  Government  of  which 
we  are  capable.  And  we  are  going  to  ask 
you  in  return  not  to  agree  with  us,  not  to 
support  us,  but  to  give  us  the  leadership  that 
you  are  capable  of  giving  us  and  help  us  to 
unite  this  country  instead  of  divide  it. 

All  the  world  looks  to  this  Nation  for  its 
future,  for  the  leadership  that  is  required 
at  this  moment.  And  we  cannot  give  that 
leadership  and  we  cannot  offer  it  if  we  are 
split  up  in  guerrilla  groups  chewing  on 
each  other. 

We  hope  that  in  the  months  to  come  that 
we  will  have  another  opportunity  to  meet 
and  talk  and  grow  together  because  I  think 
we  have  the  greatest  system  of  government 
ever  devised  by  man.  And  I  am  going  to 
contribute  all  I  can  to  strengthen  it  and, 
more  important,  to  perpetuate  it. 

Thank  you  very  much. 

note:  The  President  spoke  in  the  State  Dining 
Room  at  the  White  House.  The  luncheon  was 
attended  by  192  leading  business  and  industrial 
executives,  and  by  members  of  the  Cabinet  and 
other   key   Government   officials. 


507    Remarks  Upon  Signing  Joint  Resolution  of  the  Maintenance 
of  Peace  and  Security  in  Southeast  Asia.    August  lo,  1964 


My  fellow  Americans: 

One  week  ago,  half  a  w^orld  away,  our 
Nation  was  faced  by  the  challenge  of  delib- 
erate and  unprovoked  acts  of  aggression  in 
southeast  Asia. 

The  cause  of  peace  clearly  required  that 
we  respond  with  a  prompt  and  unmistakable 
reply. 

As  Commander  in  Chief  the  responsibility 
was  mine — and  mine  alone.  I  gave  the 
orders  for  that  reply,  and  it  has  been  given. 

But,  as  President,  there  rested  upon  me 


still  another  responsibility — the  responsi- 
bility of  submitting  our  course  to  the  rep- 
resentatives of  the  people,  for  them  to  verify 
it  or  veto  it. 

I  directed  that  to  be  done  last  Tuesday. 

Within  24  hours  the  resolution  before  me 
now  had  been  placed  before  each  House  of 
Congress.  In  each  House  the  resolution  was 
promptly  examined  in  committee  and  re- 
ported for  action. 

In  each  House  there  followed  free  and 
serious  debate. 
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In  each  House  the  resolution  was  passed 
on  Friday  last — with  a  total  of  502  votes  in 
support  and  2  opposed. 

Thus,  today,  our  course  is  clearly  known 
in  every  land. 

There  can  be  no  mistake — no  miscalcula- 
tion— of  where  America  stands  or  what  this 
generation  of  Americans  stand  for. 

The  unanimity  of  the  Congress  reflects 
the  unanimity  of  the  country. 

The  resolution  is  short.  It  is  straightfor- 
v/ard.  I  hope  that  it  will  be  read  around 
the  world. 

The  position  of  the  United  States  is  stated 
plainly.  To  any  armed  attack  upon  our 
forces,  we  shall  reply. 

To  any  in  southeast  Asia  who  ask  our  help 
in  defending  their  freedom,  we  shall  give  it. 

In  that  region  there  is  nothing  we  covet, 
nothing  we  seek — no  territory,  no  military 
position,  no  political  ambition. 

Our  one  desire — our  one  determination — 
is  that  the  people  of  southeast  Asia  be  left  in 
peace  to  work  out  their  own  destinies  in  their 
own  way. 

This  resolution  stands  squarely  within  the 
four  corners  of  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States.  It  is  clearly  consistent  with 
the  principles  and  purposes  of  the  Charter 
of  the  United  Nations. 

This  is  another  new  page  in  the  outstand- 


ing record  of  accomplishments  the  88th  Con- 
gress is  writing. 

Americans  of  all  parties  and  philosophies 
can  be  jusdy  proud — and  justly  grateful. 
Proud  that  democracy  has  once  again  dem- 
onstrated its  capacity  to  act  swiftly  and  de- 
cisively against  aggressors.  Grateful  that 
there  is  in  our  National  Government  under- 
standing, accord,  and  unity  between  the  ex- 
ecutive and  legislative  branches — without 
regard  to  partisanship. 

This  is  a  great  strength  that  we  must 
always  preserve. 

This  resolution  confirms  and  reinforces 
powers  of  the  Presidency.  I  pledge  to  all 
Americans  to  use  those  powers  with  all  the 
wisdom  and  judgment  God  grants  to  me. 

It  is  everlastingly  right  that  we  should 
be  resolute  in  reply  to  aggression  and  stead- 
fast in  support  of  our  friends. 

But  it  is  everlastingly  necessary  that  our 
actions  should  be  careful  and  should  be 
measured. 

We  are  the  most  powerful  of  all  nations — 
we  must  strive  also  to  be  the  most  responsible 
of  nations. 

So,  in  this  spirit,  and  with  this  pledge,  I 
now  sign  this  resolution. 

note:  The  President  spoke  in  the  East  Room  at  the 
White  House.  The  joint  resolution  is  Public  Law 
88-408  (78  Stat.  384). 


508    Remarks  at  a  Ceremony  Marking  the  Issuance  of  the 
"Register  and  Vote"  Stamp.    August  ii,  1964 


Chairman    Bailey    and    Chairman    Burch, 
ladies  and  gentlemen: 

I  welcome  you  to  this  house  which  is  your 
house.  We  come  together  at  a  time  when 
we  are  preparing  to  test  our  differences. 
But  on  some  things  Americans  have  no  dis- 
agreement. You  have  come,  not  because 
you  are  Republicans,  not  because  you  are 


Democrats,  but  because  you  are  citizens 
deeply  conscious  of  your  civic  responsibilities. 
During  the  recent  days  we  have  been  very 
attentive  to  the  preservation  of  peace  and 
the  preservation  of  freedom  in  far-off  coun- 
tries. Yet  we  all  know  that  we  cannot  be 
less  attentive  to  the  freedom  that  we  cherish 
here  in  our  own  country.    We  preach  the 
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virtues  of  democracy  abroad.  We  must 
practice  its  duties  here  at  home. 

Voting  is  the  first  duty  of  democracy. 
Yet,  in  our  Nation  too  many  citizens  too 
often  disregard  their  duty.  Almost  40  mil- 
lion eligible  men  and  women  are  not  regis- 
tered to  vote,  as  v^e  meet  here  today.  In  the 
last  national  elections  when  there  was  a 
record  turnout,  almost  35  percent  of  the 
electorate  failed  to  vote. 

I  think  that  these  are  shocking  statistics. 
They  measure  the  magnitude  of  the  job 
that  is  before  us.  Some  countries  make  it  a 
crime  not  to  vote.  But  the  answer  does  not 
lie  in  herding  people  to  the  polls.  A  free 
democracy  can  no  more  order  a  citizen  to 
vote  than  it  can  tell  him  how  to  vote.  Yet 
democracy  must  never  neglect  its  obligation 
to  provide  every  encouragement  to  every 
citizen  to  exercise  his  right  to  vote. 

And  that  is  why  we  work  to  remove  the 
barriers  which  limit  a  man's  franchise,  be- 
cause of  the  color  of  his  skin.  That  is  why 
we  need  a  voluntary  citizens  movement  to 
make  certain  that  no  one  fails  to  register  and 
fails  to  vote,  because  he  failed  to  understand. 

It  is  this  unfinished  business  on  the  agenda 
of  democracy  that  brings  you  patriotic  men 
and  women  here  today.  The  mandate  of 
November's  election  must  be  by  vote  of  the 
people;  never  by  default  of  the  people.  As 
representatives  of  the  two  great  parties  in 
America,  we  come  here  today  to  renew  our 
common  faith  that  voting  itself  is  more  im- 
portant than  the  way  people  vote. 

The  time  has  come,  the  time  is  here,  the 
time  is  now  to  make  a  concerted  effort  to 
reduce  the  no-shows  on  election  day.    So, 


as  President  of  all  Americans,  I  call  on  your 
help  to  go  out  and  register  more  Americans 
than  have  ever  been  registered  before  and  to 
work  to  get  more  Americans  to  the  polls  this 
November  than  have  ever  gone  before. 

It  gives  me  a  great  deal  of  pleasure  and 
pride  to  be  joined  by  a  great  President, 
Dwight  Eisenhower,  in  commending  the 
American  Heritage  Foundation  for  its  lead- 
ing role  in  democracy's  great  drama.  This 
is  a  non-partisan  enterprise  and,  as  such,  you 
men  have  worked  tirelessly  to  give  vitality 
to  our  electoral  system. 

This  year  you  have  joined  as  partners 
with  the  Advertising  Council  and  nearly  100 
national  organizations  to  carry  your  cam- 
paign through  the  mass  media  out  to  the 
grass  roots.  This  campaign  deserves  the 
wholehearted  support  of  every  living  Amer- 
ican. Much  more  is  at  stake  than  the  com- 
ing election. 

As  more  and  more  Americans  come  of 
voting  age,  you  are  helping  get  them  ready 
to  share  in  what  has  been  called,  "Democ- 
racy's ceremonial,  its  feast,  its  great  func- 
tion." You  could  have  no  more  important 
mission  to  perform.  How  well  you  perform 
it  may  well  determine  how  well  your  de- 
scendants live. 

Thank  you  very  much. 

note:  The  President  spoke  shortly  after  noon  in 
the  East  Room  at  the  White  House  at  the  launching 
of  a  bipartisan  campaign,  sponsored  by  the  Amer- 
ican Heritage  Foundation  and  the  Advertising 
Council,  to  encourage  more  Americans  to  register 
and  vote.  His  opening  words  referred  to  John 
M.  Bailey,  Chairman  of  the  Democratic  Na- 
tional Committee,  and  Dean  Burch,  Chairman  of 
the  Republican  National  Committee. 
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509    Remarks  to  Members  of  the  National  Association  of  Counties. 
August  11,  1964 


Ladies  and  gentlemen: 

We  are  honored  that  you  have  come  here 
this  afternoon.  You  represent  what  we  in 
Washington  are  here  to  serve,  to  protect,  and 
to  defend.  And  that  is  the  right  of  men 
around  the  world  to  govern  themselves — 
at  the  local  level. 

Only  one  week  ago,  at  about  this  same 
hour,  we  were  very  conscious  of  that  re- 
sponsibility. At  that  time  we  were  faced 
with  the  challenge  of  a  direct,  deliberate, 
and  unprovoked  act  of  aggression.  That 
act  was  committed  by  a  government  which 
is  a  relentless  and  ruthless  enemy  of  local 
self-government. 

That  government  sends  its  guerrillas  into 
neighboring  free  lands  with  orders  to  seek 
out,  with  orders  to  kill,  local  officials  and 
their  families  like  you  and  your  families. 

When  that  challenge  was  laid  down,  there 
was  no  delay,  there  was  no  hesitation,  there 
was  no  divided  counsel  here  in  your  White 
House. 

The  United  States  delivered  a  firm 
and  unmistakable  reply  and  delivered  it 
promptly. 

The  world  understands  that  the  United 
States'  only  purpose  is  peace.  But  the  world 
also  understands  that  this  generation  of 
Americans  has  only  one  policy.  Our  re- 
sources are  committed,  our  sacrifices  are 
made,  our  vigil  is  maintained  so  that  there 
shall  be  no  win  for  aggression  in  our  times. 

At  this  time  last  week,  we  could  not  know 
what  the  consequences  of  our  course  would 
be.  But  as  we  could  be  confident  that  our 
cause  was  right,  we  could  also  be  confident 
of  our  might. 

Since  1961  we  have  worked  very  hard  to 
strengthen  the  hopes  for  peace.  That  is 
and  that  must  always  be  the  first  work  of 


our  land.  We  have  also  worked  to 
strengthen  our  preparedness,  for  only  the 
strong  can  be  brave  in  the  pursuit  of  peace. 

We  have  increased  by  $28  billion  our  ex- 
penditures, our  investment  in  preparedness, 
in  the  last  4  fiscal  years  over  what  we  were 
spending  the  year  we  came  in. 

I  could  take  some  time  to  tell  you  how 
much  additional  preparedness  we  bought 
with  these  $30  billion,  but  I  can  assure  you 
it  is  there  and  I  can  assure  you  that  the 
world  knows  it  is  there.  And  because  of 
it,  all  Americans  can  know  tonight  that  the 
United  States  is  the  strongest  nation  in  all 
history.  I  want  you  to  know,  and  I  want 
the  world  to  know,  that  all  of  our  plans 
and  all  of  our  work  now  going  on  will  keep 
it  that  way. 

But  you  know,  I  think,  and  I  know  that 
our  strength  is  never  just  the  strength  of 
arms  alone.  And  that  is  why  we  must  work 
in  many  ways  to  make  this  Nation  stronger 
in  every  way. 

We  are  harvesting  the  fruits  of  those  labors 
now. 

Our  economy  has  never  been  more  pros- 
perous. For  42  consecutive  months  there 
have  never  been  so  many  Americans  at  work, 
72,400,000  are  on  the  payroll  now,  and  their 
average  weekly  pay  has  never  been  higher  in 
our  history.  American  business  is  on  its 
way  to  the  most  profitable  year  that  business 
has  ever  had  in  the  record  of  this  country. 

All  of  that  is  good  and  all  of  us  want  to 
keep  it  that  way.  Unemployment  is  down 
below  5  percent  and  we  are  going  to  drive 
it  still  lower.  Purchasing  power  is  up  and 
we  are  going  to  send  it  higher. 

Taxes  have  been  cut.  Federal  spending 
has  been  held  down.  We  intend  to  make 
every  eflort  to  keep  the  budget  below  $100 
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billion  again  next  year.  If  prices  remain 
stable,  as  they  have,  and  prosperity  continues 
as  it  is,  we  want  to  cut  some  of  our  excise 
taxes  at  least  and  before  too  long  to  cut  in- 
come taxes  once  more. 

We  are  making  the  effort  to  reduce  ex- 
penditures. You  men  and  women  out  there 
today  have  made  budgets  of  your  own.  No 
one  knows  better  than  you  the  work  and  the 
long  hours  and  the  care  and  the  thought  and 
the  sweat  that  economizing  requires.  But 
it  can  be  done. 

We  have  saved  $1  billion  more  than  antici- 
pated in  our  Defense  expenditures  this  year 
as  a  result  of  the  cost  consciousness  program 
of  Secretary  McNamara.  We  will,  within 
a  few  years,  be  saving  more  than  $4.6  billion 
in  this  area  of  our  budget  alone.  Our 
course  is  steady.  Our  course  is  sure — at 
home  and  in  the  world.  And  if  I  know  any- 
thing about  the  American  people,  I  think  I 
know  that  they  want  to  hold  to  this  sure  and 
steady  course. 

We  have  problems  at  home. 

No  one  is  more  aware  than  I  am  of  how 
many  of  our  problems  must  be  met,  must  be 
answered,  and  must  be  solved  at  the  local 
level.  But  I  look,  America  looks,  and  even 
the  world  looks  to  you  as  our  local  leader- 
ship to  supply  the  leadership  that  these  times 
require. 

Your  local  burdens  are  many  and  they  are 
growing.  Since  1948,  Federal  spending  has 
increased  168  percent,  but  State  and  local 
spending  has  increased  268  percent.  Fed- 
eral debt  is  up  21  percent.  State  and  local 
debt  is  up  365  percent. 

Some  may  want  to  have  Washington  im- 
pose more  burdens  upon  you  by  transferring 


responsibilities  to  your  level  of  government. 
For  myself,  my  first  interest,  my  only  inter- 
est, is  to  see  the  91,000  units  of  government 
in  the  United  States  working  together  arm 
in  arm,  shoulder  to  shoulder,  for  the  good  of 
all  the  people  all  the  time. 

I  didn't  ask  you  over  here  this  afternoon 
to  frighten  you  or  to  threaten  you.  I 
did  ask  you  to  come,  because  I  want  to 
tell  you  that  I  am  proud  of  our  country.  I 
am  proud  of  what  our  country  has  done. 
I  am  proud  of  what  our  country  is  doing.  I 
am  proud  of  what  we  are  capable  of  doing, 
if  we  trust  each  other,  if  we  work  together 
with  each  other,  and  if  we  love  each  other, 
instead  of  hate  each  other. 

All  that  I  ever  want  to  do,  and  all  that  I 
think  you  ever  want  to  do,  is  to  preserve  in 
this  land,  and  in  all  free  lands,  the  right  of 
men  and  women  to  govern  themselves. 
Now,  how  can  we  do  that? 

We  can  do  it  by  serving  that  cause,  by 
working  for  unity,  and  by  not  prolonging 
our  divisions.  We  can  serve  that  cause  by 
working  for  the  rights  of  men  in  every 
region  of  America  and  by  working  for  the 
rights  of  men  in  every  region  of  the  world. 

We  are  happy  that  you  came  here.  We 
hope  you  enjoyed  your  visit  to  Washington. 
We  trust  that  you  will  have  a  pleasant  jour- 
ney home.  I  received  some  invitations  from 
some  of  you  that  I  may  just  accept  between 
now  and  the  first  of  the  year. 

note:  The  President  spoke  in  midafternoon  at  a 
reception  on  the  South  Lawn  at  the  White  House 
for  a  group  composed  of  some  2,000  members  of 
the  National  Association  of  Counties.  The  Asso- 
ciation was  holding  its  County  Information  Con- 
gress at  the  Sheraton-Park  Hotel  in  Washington. 
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Mr,  Secretary,  Members  of  the  Congress, 
ladies  and  gentlemen: 

One  hundred  sixty-three  years  ago,  in  his 
first  message  to  Congress,  President  Thomas 
Jefferson  said,  "We  should  at  every  session 
of  Congress  continue  to  amend  the  de- 
fects ...  in  the  laws  for  regulating  the 
militia  .  .  ."  And,  he  added,  "until  we  can 
say  we  have  done  everything  for  the  militia 
which  we  could  do  were  an  enemy  at  our 
door." 

This  88th  Congress,  like  the  87th  Con- 
gress, has  followed  that  advice.  In  196 1  and 
1962,  last  year  and  now  this  year,  much  has 
been  done  to  show  our  uniformed  citizens 
a  fuller  measure  of  the  respect  that  they  have 
earned.  Quarters  allowances  were  in- 
creased. Management  of  military  family 
housing  has  been  completely  reorganized. 
Less  than  i  year  ago,  for  the  first  time  in 
5  years,  military  pay  was  increased  by  more 
than  14  percent. 

By  this  bill,  which  I  am  signing  today, 
still  another  increase  will  go  into  effect  Sep- 
tember I.  These  efforts  reflect  our  historic 
trust  of  our  professional  military  men. 

For  188  years  the  American  in  uniform 
has  been  bent  upon  peace  and  the  preserva- 
tion of  democracy.  The  world  respects  him 
as  a  fighting  man.  His  fellow  countrymen 
respect  him  as  a  thinking  man. 

This  measure  is  an  answer  to  those  who 
would  libel  his  loyalty  to  our  civilian  society 
or  slander  his  sense  of  responsibility  for  the 
trust  he  bears  to  all  mankind. 

We  need  and  we  want  our  most  able  men 
at  all  grades  to  make  the  military  a  profes- 
sion.   We  want  them  to  be  able  to  know 


their  service  to  America's  defense  will  not  be 
a  disservice  to  their  families'  dignity. 

We  cannot  promise,  and  they  do  not  ask, 
assurance  of  comfort.  None  can  know  what 
tomorrow  may  require  of  any  of  us  or  all  of 
us.  But  we  can  promise,  and  our  citizens 
in  uniform  may  expect,  that  we  shall  provide 
them  with: 

— the  best  and  most  modern  arms  avail- 
able in  this  world, 

— the  support  of  the  most  stable  free  Gov- 
ernment and  successful  united  society  in  the 
world, 

— the  strength  of  the  most  prosperous  and 
vigorous  free  economy  in  the  world,  and 

— the  incalculable  asset  of  responsible  na- 
tional policies  and  purposes  which  inspire 
other  peace-loving  nations  to  send  their  sons 
to  stand  beside  ours  in  the  common  cause 
of  freedom  around  the  world. 

I  am  pleased  to  be  able  to  in  person  con- 
gratulate many  of  the  Members  of  Congress 
who  are  responsible  for  this  legislation  and 
certainly  some  of  the  leaders  in  formulating 
it. 

I  am  proud  that  they  could  come  here 
this  morning  to  meet  with  the  representatives 
of  the  services,  the  Joint  Chiefs,  the  dis- 
tinguished Secretaries  of  the  Services,  the 
Under  Secretary  of  Defense,  and  Secretary 
McNamara  himself. 

I  am  proud  now,  in  their  presence  to  sign 
into  law  at  this  time  this  bill  which  I  think 
the  services  so  deserve. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  lo  a.m.  in  the  Cabi- 
net Room  at  the  White  House.  In  his  opening 
words  he  referred  to  Secretary  of  Defense  Robert  S. 
McNamara. 

The  military  pay  bill  as  enacted  is  Public  Law 
88-422  (78  Stat.  395). 
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511    Remarks  in  New  York  City  Before  the  American 
Bar  Association.    August  12,  1964 


Mr,  President,  Ambassador  Stevenson,  mem- 
bers of  the  American  Bar  Association: 

Today  I  speak  to  you  in  the  midst  of  a 
troubled  week  in  a  turbulent  world. 

Since  the  end  of  World  War  II,  America 
has  been  found  wherever  freedom  was  under 
attack,  or  wherever  world  peace  was 
threatened. 

The  stage  has  shifted  many  times. 

The  stakes  have  grown  as  man's  capacity 
for  destruction  grew.  But  America's  role 
has  not  changed.  With  constancy  we  have 
pursued  the  defense  of  freedom  and  we  have 
prevented  nuclear  destruction.  We  have 
patiently  labored  to  construct  a  world  order 
in  which  both  peace  and  freedom  could 
flourish. 

We  have  lived  so  long  with  crisis  and 
danger  that  we  accept,  almost  without  divi- 
sion, the  premise  of  American  concern  for 
threats  to  order. 

Yet  this  is  a  unique  responsibility — unique 
for  America,  and  unique  in  history. 

We  accepted  this  responsibility,  first,  be- 
cause at  one  time  no  other  nation  could  do 
it.  For  the  last  20  years,  only  under  the 
shadow  of  our  strength  could  friends  keep 
their  freedom  and  build  their  nation.  Now 
that  our  allies  have  been  restored  to 
strength,  they  must  share  our  responsibility 
in  the  pursuit  of  common  purpose. 

We  have  done  this  because  we  have,  at 
painful  cost,  learned  that  we  can  no  longer 
wait  for  the  tides  of  conflict  to  touch  our 
shores.  Aggression  and  upheaval,  in  any 
part  of  the  world,  carry  the  seeds  of  de- 
struction to  our  own  freedom  and  perhaps 
to  civilization  itself. 

We  have  done  this,  lastly,  for  a  reason 
that  is  often  difEcult  for  others  to  under- 


stand. We  have  done  it  because  it  is  right 
that  we  should. 

Friendly  cynics  and  fierce  enemies  alike 
often  underestimate  or  ignore  the  strong 
thread  of  moral  purpose  which  runs  through 
the  fabric  of  American  history. 

Of  course,  our  security  and  welfare  shape 
our  policies.  But  much  of  the  energy  of 
our  efforts  has  come  from  moral  purpose. 

It  is  right  that  the  strong  should  help 
the  weak  defend  their  freedom. 

It  is  right  that  the  wealthy  should  help  the 
poor  emerge  from  their  hunger. 

It  is  right  that  help  and  understanding 
should  flow  from  friendship  and  loyalty. 

It  is  right  that  nations  should  be  free 
from  the  coercion  of  others. 

That  these  truths  may  coincide  with  in- 
terest does  not  make  them  less  true. 

There  is  another  value  which  guides 
America's  course.  It  is  the  deep  American 
belief  in  the  peaceful  process  of  orderly 
settlement. 

I  would  like  this  afternoon  to  briefly  dis- 
cuss two  very  different  places  where  we  are 
working  at  this  hour  for  this  principle — Cy- 
prus and  Viet-Nam. 

The  conflict  in  Cyprus  comes  from  causes 
that  are  deeply  rooted  in  the  history  and 
the  circumstances  of  that  troubled  little 
island.  We  do  not  know  the  final  result 
of  that  conflict.  We  do  know  the  United 
States  should  not  stand  idly  by  while  two  of 
its  best  friends  are  at  the  edge  of  kicking 
off  a  big  war. 

Both  Greece  and  Turkey  are  fellow  mem- 
bers of  the  NATO  Alliance.  They  are  both 
courageous  and  dedicated  members  of  the 
free  world  community.  They  have  both 
been  closely  associated  with  us  for  the  17 
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years  since  the  Truman  Doctrine. 

It  is  our  duty  to  the  Alliance  to  help  pre- 
vent its  disruption.  It  is  our  duty  to  help 
settle  any  conflict  which  might  erupt  into  a 
wider  arena.  It  is  our  duty  to  help  avoid 
large-scale  loss  of  life  among  the  peoples  of 
Cyprus,  whose  true  interests  really  lie  in 
peace.  It  is  our  duty  to  work  toward  the 
acceptance  of  the  principle  that  disputes 
should  be  settled  without  force.  For,  if 
orderly  process  is  not  accepted  among 
friends,  it  will  not  be  possible  between 
adversaries. 

In  the  pursuit  of  these  responsibilities,  I 
have  sent  our  Under  Secretary  of  State  to  all 
the  capitals  concerned. 

We  invited  the  heads  of  government  of 
Greece  and  Turkey  to  come  to  see  me  at  the 
White  House  for  long  and  serious  talks. 

I  have  sent  a  distinguished  former  Secre- 
tary of  State,  Mr.  Acheson,  to  Geneva  to 
work  for  peaceful  agreement. 

We  have  kept  in  close  touch  with  Athens 
and  Ankara  and  Nicosia  by  repeated  per- 
sonal messages  from  the  President. 

In  this  spirit,  we  have  welcomed  the  ef- 
forts of  the  United  Nations  to  arrange  a 
cease  fire. 

In  Viet-Nam,  too,  we  work  for  world 
order. 

For  10  years  through  the  Eisenhower  ad- 
ministration, the  Kennedy  administration, 
and  this  administration,  we  have  had  one 
consistent  aim — observance  of  the  1954 
agreements  which  guaranteed  the  inde- 
pendence of  South  Viet-Nam.  That  inde- 
pendence has  been  the  consistent  target  of 
aggression  and  terror. 

For  10  years  our  response  to  these  attacks 
has  followed  a  consistent  pattern.  First, 
that  the  South  Vietnamese  have  the  basic 
responsibility  for  the  defense  of  their  own 
freedom.  Second,  we  would  engage  our 
strength  and  our  resources  to  whatever  ex- 


tent needed  to  help  others  repel  aggression. 

Now,  there  are  those  who  would  have  us 
depart  from  these  tested  principles.  They 
have  a  variety  of  viewpoints.  All  of  them, 
I  am  sure,  you  have  heard  in  your  local 
community. 

Some  say  that  we  should  withdraw  from 
South  Viet-Nam,  that  we  have  lost  almost 
200  lives  there  in  the  last  4  years,  and  we 
should  come  home.  But  the  United  States 
cannot  and  must  not  and  will  not  turn  aside 
and  allow  the  freedom  of  a  brave  people  to 
be  handed  over  to  Communist  tyranny. 
This  alternative  is  strategically  unwise,  we 
think,  and  it  is  morally  unthinkable. 

Some  others  are  eager  to  enlarge  the  con- 
flict. They  call  upon  us  to  supply  American 
boys  to  do  the  job  that  Asian  boys  should  do. 
They  ask  us  to  take  reckless  action  which 
might  risk  the  lives  of  millions  and  engulf 
much  of  Asia  and  certainly  threaten  the 
peace  of  the  entire  world.  Moreover,  such 
action  would  offer  no  solution  at  all  to  the 
real  problem  of  Viet-Nam.  America  can 
and  America  will  meet  any  wider  challenge 
from  others,  but  our  aim  in  Viet-Nam,  as  in 
the  rest  of  the  world,  is  to  help  restore  the 
peace  and  to  reestablish  a  decent  order. 

The  course  that  we  have  chosen  will  re- 
quire wisdom  and  endurance.  But  let  no 
one  doubt  for  a  moment  that  we  have  the 
resources  and  we  have  the  will  to  follow 
this  course  as  long  as  it  may  take.  No  one 
should  think  for  a  moment  that  we  will  be 
worn  down,  nor  will  we  be  driven  out,  and 
we  will  not  be  provoked  into  rashness.  But 
we  will  continue  to  meet  aggression  with 
firmness  and  unprovoked  attack  with 
measured  reply. 

That  is  the  meaning  of  the  prompt  re- 
action of  our  destroyers  to  unprovoked  at- 
tack. That  is  the  meaning  of  the  positive 
reply  of  our  aircraft  to  a  repetition  of  that 
attack.    That  is  the  meaning  of  the  resolu- 
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tion  passed  by  your  Congress  with  502  votes 
in  favor  and  only  2  opposed.  That  is  the 
meaning  of  the  national  unity  that  v^e  have 
shown  to  all  the  world  last  week. 

There  is  another  consideration  wherever 
the  forces  of  freedom  are  engaged.  No  one 
who  commands  the  power  of  nuclear  weap- 
ons can  escape  his  responsibility  for  the  life 
of  our  people  and  the  life  of  your  children. 
It  has  never  been  the  policy  of  any  Ameri- 
can President  to  sympathetically  or  system- 
atically place  in  hazard  the  life  of  this  Nation 
by  threatening  nuclear  war.  No  American 
President  has  ever  pursued  so  irresponsible 
a  course.  Our  firmness  at  moments  of  crisis 
has  always  been  matched  by  restraint — our 
determination  by  care.  It  was  so  under 
President  Truman  at  Berlin,  under  President 
Eisenhower  in  the  Formosa  Straits,  under 
President  Kennedy  in  the  Cuba  missile  crisis. 
And  I  pledge  you  that  it  will  be  so  as  long 
as  I  am  your  President. 

In  Viet-Nam,  in  Cyprus,  and  in  every  con- 
tinent, in  a  hundred  different  ways  Amer- 
ica's efforts  are  directed  toward  world  order. 
Only  when  all  nations  are  willing  to  accept 
peaceful  procedures  as  an  alternative  to  force- 
ful settlement  will  the  peace  of  our  world 
be  secure. 

While  we  work  for  peaceful  process  among 
nations,  we  must  also  maintain  law  and 
order  among  our  own  citizens. 

No  person  whatever  his  grievance  can  be 
allowed  to  attack  the  right  of  every  Ameri- 
can to  be  secure  in  his  home,  his  shop,  and 
in  his  streets.  We  will  not  permit  any  part 
of  America  to  become  a  jungle,  where  the 
weak  are  the  prey  of  the  strong  and  the 
many. 

Such  acts  must  be  stopped  and  punished, 
whether  they  occur  in  Mississippi  or  in  the 
State  of  New  York.  Under  our  Constitu- 
tion, the  local  authorities  have  the  central  re- 


sponsibility for  civil  peace.  There  is  no 
place  in  our  Federal  system  for  a  national 
police  force.  But  where  help  is  needed,  or 
Federal  law  is  violated,  we  shall  be  there. 
We  will  work  together  to  punish  all  such 
lawbreakers,  wherever  they  may  be,  whether 
they  are  hooded  night-riders  on  our  high- 
ways, or  whether  they  are  hoodlums  in  the 
city  streets  or  parks. 

Fulfillment  of  rights  and  prevention  of 
disorder  goes  hand  in  hand. 

Resort  to  violence  blocks  the  path  toward 
racial  justice. 

The  denial  of  rights  invites  increased  dis- 
order and  violence. 

Those  who  would  hold  back  progress  to- 
ward equality  and,  at  the  same  time,  promise 
racial  peace  are  deluding  themselves  and 
deluding  the  people.  Orderly  progress, 
exact  enforcement  of  law,  are  the  only  path 
to  an  end  of  racial  strife. 

The  Emancipation  Proclamation  was 
signed  more  than  100  years  ago.  But  as  we 
all  know,  emancipation  was  a  proclamation 
and  not  a  fact.  After  a  century  of  wanting 
and  waiting,  a  compassionate  and  compre- 
hensive law  came  into  being.  It  was  passed 
by  more  than  two-thirds  of  all  the  Members 
of  both  parties  of  the  Congress  under  the 
leadership  of  both  Republican  and  Demo- 
cratic leader  sponsorship.  This  is  a  Gov- 
ernment of  laws  and  not  men.  The  Con- 
gress has  passed  the  law,  the  President  has 
signed  the  law,  and  the  President  will  en- 
force the  law. 
\  I  believe  that  our  citizens  will  and  must 
observe  it.  Neither  demonstrations  in  the 
streets  nor  violence  in  the  night  can  or  will 
restrain  us  from  seeing  to  it  that  laws  rightly 
passed  will  be  justly  observed.  That  is  the 
path  along  which  I  intend  to  lead  this 
Nation. 
And  I  am  convinced  that  the  same  dedica- 
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tion  to  legal  order,  which  will  keep  the 
peace  in  this  land,  will  bring  us  nearer  to 
peace  among  all  lands. 

I  have  hopes,  despite  crisis  and  conflict, 
that  that  day  may  be  coming  nearer. 

It  was  19  years  ago — 19  years  ago  this 
month — that  President  Truman  announced: 
"The  force  from  which  the  sun  draws  its 
power  has  been  loosed." 

When  he  heard  the  news  Albert  Einstein 
exclaimed:  "The  world  is  not  yet  ready." 

But  unprepared  or  not,  the  reality  was 
there  and  we  have  struggled  together  to 
master  it. 

Today,  as  we  meet  in  freedom  here,  free- 


dom is  much  stronger.  For  despite  the  dif- 
ficulty and  the  danger,  no  nation — no  single 
nation — has  fallen  to  communism  since  Cuba 
in  1959.  War  has  been  prevented.  Danger 
has  been  receding.  If  we  can  continue  that 
course,  the  future  will  perhaps  some  day  say 
of  us:  "They  became  the  masters  and  not 
the  victims  of  the  age." 

note:  The  President  spoke  early  in  the  afternoon  at 
the  Waldorf  Hotel  in  New  York  City.  In  his  open- 
ing words  he  referred  to  Walter  E.  Craig,  president 
of  the  American  Bar  Association,  and  Ambassador 
Adlai  Stevenson,  U.S.  Representative  to  the  United 
Nations.  Later  he  referred  to  George  W.  Ball, 
Under  Secretary  of  State,  and  Dean  Acheson,  former 
Secretary  of  State. 


512    Remarks  Upon  Signing  the  Highway  Bill. 
August  13,  1964 


Members  of  the  Congress,  the  Cabinet,  ladies 
and  gentlemen: 

This  is  a  very  welcome  occasion  for  me. 
With  this  legislation,  w^e  are  helping  to  do 
justice  for  the  most  important  but  often  the 
most  neglected  member  of  our  society — the 
American  motorist. 

For  much  too  long,  the  man  v^ho  owns 
and  drives  an  automobile  has  been  treated 
like  a  stepchild.  We  require  him  to  pay 
for  the  highways  he  uses  and  we  require 
him  to  pay  in  advance.  We  divert  his  taxes 
to  other  uses  but  we  delay  the  building  of 
the  roads  that  he  deserves.  We  denounce 
him  for  getting  snarled  in  traffic  jams  not 
of  his  own  making.  We  complain  about 
what  he  costs  us  but  we  never  thank  him 
for  what  he  adds  to  the  worth  and  the  wealth 
of  our  economy.  We  could  not  get  along 
without  him,  but  we  often  talk  as  though 
we  can't  live  with  him. 

I  hope  and  I  believe  that  our  attitudes  are 
changing.  Today,  as  never  before,  the 
Federal,  State,  and  local  governments  are 


working  together  to  meet  the  highway 
needs  of  this  Nation  on  wheels. 

They  are  working  together  largely  be- 
cause of  the  leadership  of  dedicated  men 
of  both  parties  whom  you  see  around  this 
Cabinet  table  this  morning. 

I  hope  you  picture  men  get  a  good  pic- 
ture of  everyone  in  this  room  because  I 
think  this  is  a  red-letter  day  in  the  lives 
of  a  good  many  of  us. 

Eight  years  ago,  in  1956,  we  set  out  on  a 
16-year  program  to  catch  up  with  ourselves — 
catch  up  through  the  Federal  Interstate 
Highway  System.  This  has  been  described 
as  the  most  ambitious  highway  program 
since  the  days  of  ancient  Rome.  It  was  my 
privilege  then  to  guide  that  program  to 
passage  as  Senate  majority  leader.  In  every 
respect  it  has  met  our  hopes.  It  has  put 
more  than  one  million  Americans  to  work. 
It  is  already  saving  3,000  lives  a  year  and 
by  1972  it  will  be  saving  8,000  lives  a  year. 

It  is  saving  dollars — $6  billion  in  user 
benefits  last  year;  $11  billion  a  year  8  years 
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from  now;  and  the  program  is  not  costing 
the  General  Fund  of  the  United  States 
Treasury  a  single  cent. 

This  legislation  here  today  serves  still  an- 
other need.  It  helps  to  provide  us  better 
primary  and  secondary  highvv^ays  on  a  50/ 
50  basis  w^ith  the  States.  In  addition,  it  v^ill 
support  needed  efforts  to  improve  forest 
highv^ays,  public  land  roads  and  national 
park  roads,  and  other  such  purposes. 

The  American  people  have  never  been 
compromised,  have  never  been  contaminated 
by  riding  over  roads  and  highw^ays  that  are 
partially  financed  by  Federal  aid. 

This  is  one  of  our  best  investments,  and 
I  think  most  of  the  informed  leaders  of  this 
country  WiW  agree  on  that  point. 

I  might  just  mention  this  one  additional 


point.  If  V7G,  add  together  all  the  tangible 
assets  of  this  Government  of  the  United 
States,  including  our  share  of  investment  in 
public  highways  and  roads,  that  balance 
sheet  would  show  that  our  assets  far  ex- 
ceed our  national  liabilities. 

Republicans  as  well  as  Democrats  are 
working  for  and  with  a  solvent,  sound,  and 
successful  institution  here  at  the  seat  of  the 
Government  of  these  United  States. 

I  say  this,  this  morning,  because  I  want 
the  American  motorist  to  know  that  things 
aren't  so  bad  that  we  must  sell  off  our  pub- 
lic roads  to  the  highest  bidder  in  order  for 
Uncle  Sam  to  stay  liquid. 

note:  The  President  spoke  shortly  after  10  a.m. 
in  the  Cabinet  Room  at  the  White  House. 

The  Federal-Aid  Highway  Act  of  1964  is  Pub- 
lic Law  88-423   (78  Stat.  397). 
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I  AM  very  proud  of  our  State  universities 
and  colleges,  and  all  that  they  have  come  to 
mean  in  this  country.  In  the  last  loo  years 
"WQ  have  refuted  the  idea  that  higher  educa- 
tion belongs  only  to  what  other  societies 
have  called  "the  higher  classes." 

At  many  of  our  State  institutions  we  have 
achieved  genuine  excellence,  and  I  think 
there  is  no  better  proof  that  what  Govern- 
ment does,  what  is  done  with  public  funds, 
does  not  have  to  be  mediocre,  does  not  have 
to  be  massive,  does  not  have  to  be  content 
with  the  mean.  The  Government  of  the 
people  can  serve  the  best  within  the  people, 
and  I  hope  that  we  can  in  the  next  decade, 
bring  all  of  Government  up  to  the  standards 
of  excellence  and  selectivity  and  superiority. 

One  thing  I  would  like  to  ask  each  of  you 
to  do  for  me  and  for  your  country  today  is 
this:  I  wish  you  would  keep  us  advised  at 
the  White  House,  by  writing  me  or  by 


calling  Mr.  Dungan,  of  your  really  excellent, 
outstanding  students  who  you  think  might 
be  drawn  into  tours  of  public  service. 

We  have  not  completed  our  responsibilities 
until  we  make  public  service  something  for 
our  best  young  people  to  seek.  I  am  afraid 
from  what  some  of  you  may  have  been 
teaching  them,  and  what  they  may  have 
heard  from  some  of  us  politicians  out  on 
the  stump,  they  may  now  be  seeking  ta 
avoid  it. 

If  nobody  else  can  persuade  them  to  enter 
Government  careers,  I  will  talk  to  them 
myself,  although  I  know  they  are  a  little 
harder  to  persuade  than  some  other  folks 
around  here,  but  I  do  think  that  we  should 
concentrate  on  bringing  the  best  people  that 
our  institutions  produce  to  the  Capital  of 
this  country  where  they  can  set  an  example,, 
where  they  can  provide  leadership  not  only 
for  this  Nation  but  for  all  the  world.    And 
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I  think  that  you  might  be  proud  of  your  par- 
ticipation if  you  could,  during  your  lifetime, 
make  a  contribution  of  just  one  or  two  Abra- 
ham Lincolns  or  Oliver  Wendell  Holmes, 
or  Arthur  Vandenbergs  or  Sam  Rayburns, 
and  I  hope  you  will  be  on  the  lookout  for 
them  and  will  give  us  a  note,  and  we  will 
try  to  see  where  we  can  fit  them  in. 

I  also  have  a  number  of  regulatory  agen- 
cies, have  a  number  of  high  administrative 
posts,  have  a  number  of  difficult  personnel 
assignments,  and  when  you  find  someone 
who  is  unusually  objective  and  judicious  and 
able  and  talented  and  dedicated  that  could 
profit  from  his  experience  here,  and  that  we 
could  learn  from,  I  would  like  for  you  to 
drop  a  note  to  Dr.  Ralph  Dungan  over  here, 
who  is  on  my  staff — stand  up  Ralph — I  think 
he  is  the  best  personnel  officer  in  the  United 
States.  I  don't  want  any  of  you  to  hire 
him. 

In  recent  days  I  have  had  the  pleasure  of 
meeting  here  with  a  wide  variety  of  Amer- 
icans. I  have  had  presidents  of  the  leading 
businesses  in  this  country,  most  of  the  large 
employers  of  the  Nation.  I  have  met  with 
the  heads  of  all  of  the  international  labor 
unions — Mr.  Meany,  Mr.  Reuther,  and  all 
of  the  national  officers.  I  have  met  with  the 
school  superintendents  from  throughout  the 
land,  and  many  American  publishers.  I 
have  met  with  the  publishers  of  the  foreign 
language  newspapers  and  all  of  these  meet- 
ings have  meant  much  to  me.  I  think  I 
have  gained  strength  from  them. 

All  Presidents  want,  and  I  think  all  Presi- 
dents need,  to  get  out  among  the  people.  I 
can't  move  as  freely  as  I  would  like.  So 
I  am  particularly  grateful  that  you  were 
good  enough  to  visit  with  me  today  in  this 
house  which,  as  long  as  I  am  here,  will  al- 
ways be  your  house. 

You  gentlemen  are  reminders  of  one  of  the 
most  exciting  achievements  of  our  American 


democracy.  The  idea  of  a  college  edu- 
cation for  all  young  people  of  capacity,  pro- 
vided at  nominal  cost  by  their  own  States,  is 
very  peculiarly  American.  We  in  America 
invented  the  idea.  We  in  America  have  de- 
veloped it  with  remarkable  speed.  It  is 
hard  to  remember  that  so  many  of  your  in- 
stitutions were  established  within  the  life- 
time of  many  people  in  this  room.  We  have 
come  a  long  way — we  are  going  farther. 
We  have  just  begun  to  move. 

In  1880  James  Bryce  wrote  about  the  West- 
ern swing  of  his  visit  through  the  United 
States.  He  came  upon  a  State  university 
president  who  was  named,  of  all  things, 
Johnson.  Incidentally,  Johnson  is  the  second 
most  numerous  family  name  in  America.  It 
is  not  far  below  Smith.  That  is  good  to 
know — very  good  to  know  so  close  to  No- 
vember. 

Well,  it  seems  that  Mr.  Johnson  was  a 
very  vigorous  young  college  president  when 
Bryce  visited  him,  and  he  kept  talking  about 
how  the  faculty — ^what  he  was  going  to  do 
and  what  he  was  contemplating  doing  and 
plans  ahead  and  so  forth,  and  Bryce  said, 
"How  many  professors  are  there  on  your 
faculty?"  The  president  said  in  a  tone 
which  I  suspect  some  of  you  will  understand, 
"Well,  just  at  present  the  faculty  is  below 
its  full  strength."  Bryce  pressed  him  a  little 
bit  and  he  said,  "How  many  do  you  really 
have  present  on  your  faculty?"  This  young 
fellow  Johnson,  like  Johnsons  frequently 
have  to  do,  said,  "Well,  at  present  the  fac- 
ulty consists  of  Mrs.  Johnson  and  myself." 

Now,  today,  our  State  universities  com- 
prise the  largest  and  the  most  productive 
educational  system  in  the  history  of  the 
world.  Our  State  universities  have  a  com- 
bined faculty  of  more  than  140,000  people, 
a  combined  annual  budget  of  nearly  $3  bil- 
lion, and  they  enroll  about  60  percent  of  our 
college  students  in  this  country.    So  your 
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institutions  are  the  chief  suppliers  of  in- 
tellectual talent  for  the  strongest  nation  in 
the  world. 

You  grant  more  than  half  of  the  Ph.  D. 
degrees — those  of  you  here.  You  would 
never  think  so  when  you  walk  around  the 
White  House  and  see  where  these  folks  come 
from.  That  is  why  I  want  to  give  you  an 
opportunity  to  compete  with  them  and  sup- 
ply some  good  staff  members  that  can  hold 
their  own  with  the  Bundys  of  Harvard, 
the  Shrivers  of  Yale,  the  Goldmans  of 
Princeton,  and  the  Hellers  of  Minnesota. 

You  have  educated  more  than  50  percent 
of  all  living  American  Nobel  prize  winners, 
and  whether  you  are  proud  of  it  or  not,  you 
have  trained  60  percent  of  our  Senators  and 
44  percent  of  our  Congressmen  and  29  of 
our  50  Governors.  You  have  educated  the 
heads  of  AT&T  and  General  Motors.  One 
of  them  spends  $16  billion  a  year,  the  presi- 
dent of  General  Motors  told  me  the  other 
day,  the  other  one  spends  $10  billion  a  year 
as  head  of  AT&T.  You  have  also  educated 
the  heads  of  General  Electric,  Prudential 
Life,  U.S.  Steel,  Gulf  Oil,  RCA,  CBS, 
American  Airlines,  and  ^^^  of  the  seven 
original  Mercury  astronauts.  Your  gradu- 
ates discovered  streptomycin  and  the  blue- 
baby  operation. 

Another  aspect  of  your  work  has  particu- 
larly impressed  me,  and  that  is  your  role  in 
providing  expert  knowledge  and  guidance 
for  the  people  of  your  States.  There  has 
been  much  loose  talk  about  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment versus  the  States.  They  talk  about 
it  often  as  if  we  were  enemies,  as  if  we  were 
foreign  powers. 

The  American  system  is  the  fortunate  one 
of  federalism.  James  Madison  called  it  the 
happy  combination.  The  Founding  Fathers 
in  their  wisdom  set  up  both  the  States  and 
the  National  Government. 


His  purpose,  his  intention,  was  for  each 
to  do  what  it  could  do  best.  The  Govern- 
ment was  not,  as  some  would  have  it,  an 
alien  invention. 

Both  the  Federal  Government  and  the 
States  have  always  exercised  leadership  in 
solving  the  problems  of  the  Nation.  They 
are  not,  they  must  not  be,  rivals  for  the  citi- 
zens' taxes  and  loyalty.  They  are  separate 
agencies,  each  with  special  resources,  each 
with  special  capabilities,  but  both  joined  in 
a  united  attack  on  the  enemies  of  our  coun- 
try and  on  our  common  problems. 

At  times  one  or  another  has  not  pulled  its 
full  weight.    You  know  that  as  well  as  I  do. 

Early  in  the  20th  century  the  Federal 
Government  was  doing  far  too  little  to  pro- 
tect and  to  advance  the  welfare  of  the  gen- 
eral public.  When  we  look  back  on  really 
how  little  it  was  doing,  we  wonder  how  we 
avoided  a  more  serious  revolution. 

Then  you  remember,  under  President 
Theodore  Roosevelt  who,  if  you  will  pardon 
the  expression,  was  a  Republican — apologies 
to  Dr.  Hannah,  Dr.  Flemming,  and  others  I 
have  seen  here  today — and  under  a  series  of 
Democratic  Presidents,  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment began  to  assume  its  proper  responsi- 
bilities. Today  we  are  clearly  moving  into 
another  period  of  the  history  of  our  Federal 
system.  I  think  the  signs  are  everywhere 
you  go.  This  is  an  era  of  revitalization  for 
our  States,  and  there  is  much  you  can  do 
about  that. 

A  fresh  generation  of  energetic  Governors 
and  reactivated  legislatures  are  on  the  move. 
They  are  thinking  about  and  doing  some- 
thing about  what  they  think  their  people 
need. 

One  statistic  suggests  the  whole  trend,  I 
think.  From  1952  to  1963,  Federal  expendi- 
tures have  increased  by  one-third — 1952  to 
1963,  up  one-third.  Federal. 
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But  State  and  local  expenditures  have 
more  than  doubled. 

Throughout  the  history  of  our  Federal 
system,  State  universities  have  played  a  very 
special  role.  They  v^ere  alv^ays  there  to 
serve  as  a  brain  reservoir  for  the  Governor, 
for  the  legislature,  and  for  citizens  groups. 
If  I  had  my  one  v^ish,  I  would  hope  that  in 
every  State  capital  the  Governor  made  as 
much  use  of  educators  and  college  brain- 
power as  the  President  does  here. 

Our  Cabinet  is  manned  by  men  who  are 
or  were  educators.  Bob  McNamara,  the 
man  who  buys  three-fourths  of  everything 
the  Federal  Government  buys  and  handles 
a  budget  of  $52  billion  of  his  own  and  influ- 
ences greatly  the  budget  of  every  department, 
was  a  former  professor,  as  was  Dean  Rusk, 
the  Secretary  of  State;  as  was  Mac  Bundy, 
the  head  of  the  Security  Council;  as  was 
Walter  Heller  who  is  responsible  for  our  lack 
of  inflation,  for  our  stable  prices,  and  for 
our  great  prosperity. 

No  man  contributes  more  to  the  work  I 
do  every  day  or  the  success  of  this  country 
than  Dr.  Goldman,  who  just  put  on  his  hat 
when  I  came  in  here  and  saw  I  needed  help — 
and  he  has  been  giving  it  to  me  without 
quarreling  ever  since,  at  great  sacrifice  to 
himself. 

Your  State  universities  are  playing  a  very 
critically  important  role  in  the  revitalization 
of  these  States.  I  hope  you  play  more.  I 
hope  that  you  just  shovel  up  your  knowledge 
to  where  that  Governor  chokes  on  it  and 
where  that  information  is  available  to  his 
administrators  who  need  your  help. 

You  have  established  groups  that  are 
thinking  and  studying  ahead.  They  are 
asking  pointed  questions.  I  have  15  task 
forces  that  are  now  working.  One  of  them 
is  working  on  how  can  we  maintain  pros- 
perity after  next  July — not  how  we  are  going 


to  avoid  the  recessions  that  always  come. 
We  have  gone  longer  than  any  period  in 
history,  for  42  months,  without  having  a  dip, 
but  we  know  we  just  can't  sit  in  a  rocking 
chair  with  a  Panama  hat  on  and  look  out 
and  let  the  rest  of  the  world  go  by. 

Harry  Hopkins  got  criticized  one  time  for 
saying  we  planned  it  that  way.  But  a  fel- 
low without  a  plan  is  a  man  who  may  go  off 
a  cliff  mighty  easy. 

Now,  how  is  our  State  likely  to  develop 
economically  and  socially  during  the  next 
20  years  or  so?  We  have  to  determine  that 
with  plans.  We  have  to  do  that  with  think- 
ers. We  have  to  work  on  it.  What  old 
problems  will  continue  during  this  period? 
What  new  ones  will  emerge?  How  can 
these  problems  be  most  sensibly  met  by  State 
action — by  States  cooperating  as  regions,  or 
by  improving  relations  between  Federal  and 
State  programs. 

I  think  the  best  government  we  can  have 
is  the  government  that  is  closest  to  the  peo- 
ple, that  can  get  the  job  done.  I  never 
would  want  my  county  commissioner  to 
recommend  the  plan  for  the  Tonkin  Gulf. 
I  would  much  prefer  to  have  some  centraliza- 
tion of  authority  and  have  a  few  products 
from  West  Point  sitting  at  my  elbow  before 
I  send  those  planes  out  to  destroy  the  nests 
that  those  PT  boats  are  hiding  in.  But 
I  wouldn't  necessarily  want  the  Chairman 
of  my  Joint  Chiefs  of  Stajff  to  grade  the 
road  that  leads  to  my  schoolhouse. 

So  I  am  intensely  interested  in  these  efforts 
of  determining  who  can  best  do  the  job, 
and  how.  To  me,  this  is  democracy  func- 
tioning in  its  most  effective  way — citizens 
calling  their  own  experts  from  their  own 
communities  to  solve  their  own  problems. 

So  I  have  invited  you  men  to  come  here 
today  to  meet  in  this  house  so  that  we  can  en- 
courage the  forward   movements  of  such 
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efforts.  Your  White  House  has  not  the 
slightest  direct  interest  in  directing  or  con- 
trolling or  influencing  such  efforts.  Your 
Federal  Government  today  has  no  appetite 
for  power.  We  have  really  more  power 
than  we  know  how  to  wisely  use.  That  is 
what  I  debate  about  most  of  my  waking 
hours. 

But  we  do  hunger  for  the  application  and 
the  use  of  principle,  including  the  real  prin- 
ciples of  federalism.  We  live  by  the  belief 
that  this  Federal  Government  exists  not  to 
grow  larger,  but  to  encourage  and  permit 
the  people  to  grow  larger  than  any  or  all  of 
their  governments.  This  Federal  Govern- 
ment exists  not  to  subordinate  the  sovereign 
States.  We  exist  to  support  them,  and  as 
long  as  I  am  here  we  are  going  to  serve 
them  and  work  with  them  and  cooperate 
with  them. 

This  Federal  Government  exists  not  to 
corrupt  the  character  of  men,  but  to  give 
that  character  opportunity  for  full  and  for 
pure  fulfillment.  I  don't  have  to  look  out 
at  this  brilliant,  intellectual  convocation  of 
the  States  very  long  before  I  realize  that  you 
do  not  need  us.  But  I  do  believe  that  we 
here  in  Washington  need  you  very  much. 

All  of  us  are  Americans.  All  of  us  are 
free  men.  All  of  us  are  citizens  of  the 
state,  and  all  of  us  take  pride  in  the  com- 
munity in  which  we  live.  Woodrow  Wilson 
once  remarked — you  can  see  who  worked 
on  this  speech,  can't  you? — ^President  Wil- 
son said,  "Our  slow  world  spends  its  time 
catching  up  with  the  ideas  of  its  best  minds." 
So  you  represent  what  we  believe  are  our 
best  brains.  You  train  the  majority  of  our 
best  young  minds.  In  your  hands  the  catch- 
ing up  is  going  to  be  a  good  deal  more 
speedy,  I  trust.  It  is  you  that  we  look 
forward  to  and  expect  to  educate  men  and 
women  who  think. 

If  I  may  be  pardoned  for  another  sugges- 


tion, which  I  hope  you  won't  forget,  I  also 
hope  you  teach  them  not  just  to  think.  I 
hope  you  educate  them,  too,  to  feel  and  to 
care. 

I  want  people  with  compassion,  and  peo- 
ple who  feel,  and  people  who  care  around 
me,  just  as  much  as  I  want  people  who  think. 
So  maybe  when  you  go  back  home  without 
saying  you  got  any  Federal  orders,  I  would 
like  for  you  to  whisper  to  your  wife  that 
the  thing  that  I  pointed  out  in  my  talk  with 
you  was  how  much  it  means  to  us  to  have 
men  like  you  teaching  our  young  minds  to 
think,  and  how  much  I  want  you  to  teach 
them  also  to  feel  and  to  care.  You  educate 
the  young  to  earn  a  livelihood.  I  hope  you 
also  educate  them  to  care  about  the  rights 
of  others.  I  hope  you  educate  them  to  care 
about  the  aspirations  of  others. 

You  educate  young  people  to  be  good 
citizens  of  your  States.  I  hope  you  educate 
them  to  be  good  citizens  of  their  country  and 
their  world  and  their  time. 

What  America  is  today  and  what  it  is 
tomorrow  will  rest  largely  upon  you.  The 
trust  that  you  bear,  and  the  trust  that  is 
borne  here  in  this  house,  in  this  body,  is  a 
mutual  trust  that  we  share  together,  which 
we  share  to  the  same  people.  We  have  that 
obligation  to  the  same  nation,  the  same 
country,  to  the  same  cause.  Our  Founding 
Fathers  in  the  original  States  recognized 
that  trust  was  not  divisible  by  13.  I  hope 
we  all  realize  now  that  it  is  not  divisible  by 
50. 

History  teaches  us  many  lessons  about  the 
follies  and  the  failures  of  over-centralized 
government.  In  our  own  American  history 
we  have  learned  that  the  greatest  protection 
against  centralization  of  power  is  the  diffu- 
sion of  knowledge  throughout  the  land. 
The  diffusion  of  knowledge  gives  you 
protection  and  insurance  against  power. 
That  responsibility  is  one  that  you  bear  well. 
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I  believe  that  Federal-State  relations 
should  rest  upon  the  faith.  Dr.  Ransom 
will  pardon  me  if  I  lift  a  quotation  from  a 
former  President  of  our  Republic  of  Texas, 
"that  an  educated  mind  is  the  guardian 
genius  of  democracy.  It  is  the  only  dictator 
that  free  men  recognize  and  the  only  ruler 
that  free  men  desire,"  said  President  Lamar 
of  the  Texas  Republic. 

So,  gentlemen,  you  are  men  of  courage 
and  individualism  and  character  and  you 
know  what  I  am  saying  is  true;  that  we  can 
work  together.  We  must  not  work  apart. 
I  hope  that  you  will  carry  that  message  to 
those  that  you  lead.  We  can  work  for  the 
same  objective,  not  for  50  different  objectives. 

That  is  the  reason  I  asked  you  to  come 
here  today.  That  is  why  you  are  here. 
You  will,  this  afternoon,  in  this  room,  meet 
with  the  leaders  of  your  Government  in 
many  fields.  While  they  report  to  you,  both 
they  and  I  look  to  you  for  counsel  and 
guidance  on  how  we  can  better  serve  our 
trust,  and  we  hope  help  you  to  better  serve 
your  trust,  and  to  help  you  better  meet  your 
trust. 

Yours  is  a  great  opportunity.  I  didn't 
bring  you  here  to  either  stimulate  you  or  to 
inspire  you.  Charles  Lamb  once  said,  when 
he  finished  reading  a  book,  that  he  didn't 
like  that  man — speaking  of  the  author.  His 
old  maid  sister  said  to  him,  "Do  you  know 
him?"  and  he  said,  "No,  if  I  knew  him,  I 
would  like  him."  So  much  of  our  talent  is 
wasted  in  this  country  because  we  don't 
know  each  other.  So  much  consternation 
comes  from  our  lack  of  understanding  and 
our  lack  of  realizing  the  other  man's 
problem. 

So  I  really  envy  you  on  this  afternoon  here 
in  the  first  house  of  this  land.  I  want  you 
to  go  back  and  train  some  more  Dr.  Hornigs 
fox  me,  my  science  adviser,  some  more  Dr. 
Bundys,  some  more  Dr.  Hellers,  some  more 


Dr.  Dungans,  Dr.  Cater  over  there.  I 
jerked  him  out  of  school.  Stand  up  here, 
Doug.  There  is  Douglass  Cater,  a  young 
man  on  my  staff  that  I  brought  out  of  school 
up  here. 

Now  you  are  going  to  hear  from  some 
men  who  have  visited  your  campus  before, 
and  some  other  leaders  in  Government. 

But  before  I  leave,  I  want  to  tell  you  one 
of  the  great  satisfactions  that  comes  to  me 
as  President  is  when,  with  the  help  of  some 
of  the  men  in  this  room,  particularly  some 
of  the  Republicans  in  this  room,  we  passed 
the  poverty  program  that  will  permit  us  to 
help  educate  thousands  and  thousands  of 
young  men  who  would  drop  out  of  school 
except  for  this  program. 

A  young  working  boy  that  had  to  make  his 
own  way  through  college  has  inspired  the 
Nation  and  the  world  by  his  leadership  in 
the  Peace  Corps,  and  now  he  is  devising  the 
first  real,  organized,  centralized  attack  on 
poverty  in  this  country. 

Franklin  Roosevelt  talked  of  the  third 
that  were  ill-clothed  and  ill-fed  and  ill- 
housed.  That  was  30  years  ago.  In  30 
years,  we  have  moved  that  one-third  down 
to  one-fifth — ^33  percent  to  20  percent.  Now 
we  are  making  a  determined  attack,  under 
the  leadership  of  men  like  Dr.  Keppel  over 
here,  and  Dr.  Hornig,  and  others  that  I 
have  already  named,  but  under  the  general- 
ship of  Dr.  Shriver.  I  call  him  "Doctor" 
because  I  really  don't  know  how  many  doc- 
tors' degrees  he  actually  earned,  but  I  read 
in  the  paper  that  he  is  the  only  man  who  was 
awarded  more  of  them  this  year  than  the 
President. 

note:  The  President  spoke  in  the  East  Room  at  the 
White  House  at  a  luncheon  meeting  of  about  80 
college  and  university  presidents  from  the  United 
States  and  Puerto  Rico.  In  the  course  of  his  re- 
marks he  referred  to,  among,  others,  Ralph  A. 
Dungah,  Special  Assistant  to  the  President,  George 
Meany,  president  of  the  AFL-CIO,  Walter  Reuther, 
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president,  United  Automobile  Workers,  AFL-CIO, 
John  A.  Hannah,  president,  Michigan  State  Univer- 
sity, Arthur  S.  Flemming,  president,  Oregon  Uni- 
versity, Robert  S.  McNamara,  Secretary  of  Defense, 
Dean  Rusk,  Secretary  of  State,  McGeorge  Bundy, 
Special  Assistant  to  the  President  for  National  Se- 
curity Affairs,  Walter  Heller,  Chairman,  Council 
of  Economic  Advisers,  Dr.  Eric  F.  Goldman,  pro- 
fessor of  history  at  Princeton  University  and  Special 


Consultant  to  the  President,  Dr.  Harry  Ransom, 
chancellor,  University  of  Texas,  Mirabeau  Buonaparte 
Lamar,  the  second  President  of  the  Republic  of  Texas, 
S.  Douglass  Cater,  Jr.,  Special  Assistant  to  the  Presi- 
dent, Francis  Keppel,  Commissioner  of  Education, 
Department  of  Health,  Education,  and  Welfare, 
Donald  Hornig,  Special  Assistant  to  the  President  for 
Science  and  Technology,  and  Sargeant  Shriver,  Di- 
rector of  the  Peace  Corps. 


514    Remarks  Upon  Signing  the  Government  Employees  Pay  Raise 
Bill.    August  14,  1964 


Members  of  Congress,  ladies  and  gentlemen: 

For  many  reasons,  this  is  both  a  proud 
and  a  very  gratifying  occasion  for  me.  There 
have  been  16  Presidents  in  the  20th  century. 
Only  one  of  that  number  has  had  the  op- 
portunity to  sign  his  name  to  more  major 
legislation  from  one  session  of  Congress  than 
I  v^ill  sign  this  year. 

In  fact,  I  think  it  can  be  said  that  "While 
there  were  a  few  exceptions,  this  Congress 
has  displayed  a  greater  freedom  from  mere 
partisanship  than  any  other  peacetime  Con- 
gress since  the  administration  of  President 
Washington  himself." 

Those  words  are  not  my  own.  As  some 
may  recognize,  that  was  the  tribute  paid  to 
the  second  session  of  the  73d  Congress  on 
June  28,  1934,  by  President  Franklin  D. 
Roosevelt.  That  session  produced  32  major 
legislative  accomplishments.  This  session 
of  the  energetic,  even-handed,  and  effective 
88th  Congress  has  produced  25  major  meas- 
ures already.  Since  none  of  us  are  in  a 
hurry  to  get  home,  there  may  be  many  more. 

There  is  one  indelible  lesson  from  this. 
Our  American  system  functions  best  when 
it  functions  as  the  Founding  Fathers  in- 
tended, without  divisive  partisanship,  with 
a  united  will  to  put  the  country  and  the 
people  first.  We  don't  have  to  have  stale- 
mates.   We  don't  have  to  have  issues  carry- 


ing over  from  session  to  session,  generation 
to  generation,  or  even  century  to  century. 
We  can  make  this  system  work  and  that  is 
what  members  of  both  parties  in  both  houses 
of  the  Congress  are  doing. 

Of  the  many  measures  enacted  this  year, 
this  legislation  ranks  near  the  top  of  the  list 
in  importance  to  the  entire  country.  This 
is  much  more  than  just  a  pay  bill.  It  is,  as 
the  tide  says,  a  reform  measure,  the  Govern- 
ment Employees  Salary  Reform  Act  of  1964. 
For  the  first  time  this  gives  us  the  tools  to 
identify  and  inspire,  to  reward  and  retain 
excellence  in  our  Federal  service. 

This  is  one  of  the  most  profound  advances 
in  the  last  30  years  or  longer.  We  are  very 
sensibly  putting  behind  us  in  this  country 
the  concept  that  the  Federal  service  can  be 
treated  indifferently  as  a  massive,  mindless, 
faceless,  anonymous  bureaucracy. 

America's  challenges  cannot  be  met  in 
this  modern  world  by  mediocrity  at  any 
level,  public  or  private.  All  through  our 
society  we  must  search  for  brilliance,  wel- 
come genius,  strive  for  excellence.  And 
this  measure  will  help  us  to  do  that  in  our 
Federal  Government. 

This  legislation  provides  both  the  flexi- 
bilities and  the  incentives  to  recognize  dif- 
ferences between  marginal,  competent,  and 
superior  performance.    I  hope  that  every  re- 
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sponsible  manager  will  use  these  tools  fully, 
use  them  equitably,  and  use  them  con- 
scientiously. 

Our  continuing  goal  is  to  fulfill  the  man- 
date of  making  Federal  salaries  reasonably 
comparable  with  those  of  private  life. 
Alongside  that  goal  is  the  parallel  objective 
of  expecting  and  achieving  high  produc- 
tivity. Everyone  in  the  Federal  Service, 
from  the  lowest  grade  to  the  highest,  has  the 
responsibility  of  assuring  the  American  tax- 
payer full  value  for  every  dollar  spent  and 
that  no  dollar  will  be  spent  unnecessarily. 

The  United  States  Government  has  great 
responsibilities  as  our  largest  employer. 
This  legislation  helps  us  set  a  better  example. 
I  might  note  especially  that  the  salary  in- 


creases, when  averaged  across  the  years  of 
no  increase,  are  within  the  range  of  the 
wage  guideposts  suggested  for  private  enter- 
prise. 

I  congratulate  the  Congress,  the  Federal 
employees,  and  the  leaders  of  their  groups 
who  are  here  this  morning,  and  I  might  say 
a  special  thanks  to  three  outstanding  jour- 
nalistic "Congressmen"  the  gentlemen  from 
the  Washington  Post,  Star,  and  News,  Mr. 
Kluttz,  Mr.  Young,  and  Mr.  Cramer. 

note:  The  President  spoke  in  midmorning  in  the 
Rose  Garden  at  the  White  House.  In  his  conclud- 
ing remarks  he  referred  to  Jerry  Kluttz,  Joseph 
Young,  and  John  F.  Cramer,  columnists  for  the 
Washington  Post,  the  Washington  Star,  and  the 
Washington  Daily  News,  respectively. 

The  Government  Employees  Salary  Reform  Act 
of  1964  is  Public  Law  88-426  (78  Stat.  400). 


515    Remarks  by  Telephone  on  the  Occasion  of  the  Commissioning 
of  the  U.S.S.  Casimir  Pulas\i.    August  14,  1964 


I  AM  proud  to  participate  today  in  these 
ceremonies.  We  are  adding  a  name,  that  all 
Americans  honor,  to  our  nuclear  fleet  which 
all  free  men  so  gready  trust.  Our  birth  as 
a  nation  was  attended  by  many  brave  men 
from  many  lands.  Their  names  we  shall 
never  forget  and  never  cease  to  revere. 

On  the  scroll  of  freedom  no  name  is  writ- 
ten larger  than  that  of  General  Pulaski.  In 
his  native  Poland  and  on  these  shores  he 
fought  with  a  valor  always  so  much  a  part 
of  the  Polish  people.  He  reached  our  coun- 
try saying,  "I  came  to  hazard  all  for  the 
freedom  of  America."  On  October  ii,  1779, 
at  the  Battle  of  Savannah  he  gave  his  all, 
laying  down  his  life  that  our  nation  might 
be  born  in  freedom. 

In  this  century,  America  has  sent  her 
sons  to  hazard  all  for  freedom  around  the 
world.  Many  have  not  returned,  but  our 
sacrifice  has  not  been  in  vain.    In  our  times 


the  world  is  safer  and  freedom  is  more  se- 
cure. The  hope  for  peace  is  brighter  and 
the  confidence  and  ultimate  victory  for  our 
cause  has  never  been  greater  than  it  is  now. 

In  all  the  history  of  man,  few  peoples  have 
been  privileged  to  bear  the  responsibilities 
for  all  mankind  which  are  borne  now  by  this 
generation  of  Americans.  Those  responsi- 
bilities require  us  to  run  a  responsible  course 
through  the  perilous  seas  of  our  times.  The 
U.S.S.  Pulas\i,  which  we  commission  to- 
day, is  part  of  our  great  effort  to  uphold  the 
trust  for  peace  which  rests  in  our  hands. 

Today  no  nation  on  earth  is  so  strong 
as  ours.  That  strength  is  committed  to 
peace  and  that  commitment  is  both  irrevoca- 
ble and  unhesitating.  Any  who  choose  to 
be  enemies  of  peace  can  trust  that  Amer- 
ica's strength  will  be  ready  for  use  as  the 
ally  of  peace.  All  who  choose  to  be  friends 
of  peace  can  likewise  trust  that  America's 
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great  strength  will  be  used  responsibly  by  a 
nation  that  is  deeply  conscious  of  its  respon- 
sibilities to  all  mankind. 

note:  The  President  spoke  in  midafternoon  by  tele- 
phone from  the  Cabinet  Room  at  the  White  House. 


His  remarks  were  carried  by  loudspeakers  on  the 
vessel  and  at  dockside  to  several  thousand  persons 
attending  the  commissioning  of  the  Polaris-carrying 
nuclear  submarine  at  the  yards  of  the  Electric  Boat 
Division  of  the  General  Dynamics  Corporation  in 
Groton,  Conn. 


516    The  President's  News  Conference  of 
August  15,  1964 


THE  PRESIDENT,  [i.]  I  havc  sigued  a  joint 
resolution  and  issued  a  proclamation  calling 
on  all  Americans  and  our  friends  in  other 
lands  to  see  more  o£  our  great  country,  to 
visit  and  to  enjoy  our  historic  shrines  and 
our  scenic  wonders.^ 

This  resolution  and  proclamation  are  im- 
portant for  several  reasons : 

First,  we  Americans  and  our  friends 
abroad  need  to  discover  and  visit  the  many 
great  places  in  our  ov^n  land.  In  July  of 
1963,  v^^hen  President  Kennedy  sent  his  bal- 
ance-of -payments  message  to  Congress,  he 
urged  that  private  industry  launch  a  drive 
to  encourage  Americans  "to  learn  more  about 
their  own  country  and  the  glory  of  their 
heritage."  This  private  industry  effort  is 
already  underway,  and  this  resolution  and 
this  proclamation,  I  hope,  will  make  a  con- 
tribution to  it. 

Second,  travel  within  the  United  States 
provides  the  opportunity  to  keep  abreast  of 
the  changes  which  are  constantly  occurring 
across  the  land,  and  to  appreciate  more  fully 
the  diverse  characteristics  possessed  by  the 
different  regions  of  this  lovely  country.  This 
diversity  which  has  contributed  to  the 
strength  and  to  the  broad  appeal  of  America 
includes  not  only  the  many  sections  of  our 
mainland,  but  our  newest  States  of  Alaska 


^Public  Law  88-416  (78  Stat.  388),  approved  on 
August  II,  1964,  and  Proclamation  3607  "See  the 
United  States  in  1964  and  1965,"  issued  on  Au- 
gust 15,  1964  (29  F.R.  II 883,  3  CFR  1964  Supp.). 


and  Hawaii,  as  well  as  the  Commonwealth 
of  Puerto  Rico  and  the  Virgin  Islands  and 
the  Caribbean  and  the  Pacific  Ocean  terri- 
tories. 

Third,  I  would  urge  that  Americans  en- 
joy the  recreational  opportunities  which  this 
country  offers.  Life  is  at  its  best  when  bal- 
anced between  work  and  play,  and  our  land 
provides  limitless  opportunities  for  both.  I 
am  sure  Lady  Bird  will  attest  to  this  wher- 
ever she  may  be  as  I  speak. 

Americans  are  now  enjoying  an  income 
in  excess  of  twice  that  of  1929.  Much  of 
this  increased  income  is  going  as  it  should, 
to  increased  recreation  and  to  increased  en- 
joyment of  the  out-of-doors.  New  jobs  that 
are  being  generated  in  restaurants  and  ho- 
tels, motels  and  resorts,  and  recreational 
centers  of  the  country  contribute  to  the  ex- 
pansion of  our  national  well-being,  providing 
an  important  contribution,  therefore,  to  our 
total  economy.  Tourism  is  an  important 
industry  for  many  parts  of  our  land  and 
can  be  a  powerful  factor  in  building  the 
economy  of  such  areas  as  Appalachia. 

And  fourth,  all  Americans  can  gain  a 
richer  sense  of  the  Nation's  history  and  tra- 
ditions by  visiting  our  historic  sites.  I  am 
confident  that  the  "See  the  United  States" 
program  will  be  successful  and  I  urge  both 
American  citizens  and  citizens  of  other 
countries  r  to  travel  whenever  they  can 
throughout  our  beautiful  country. 

I  am  happy  to  say  to  you  this  morning 
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that  Mrs.  Johnson  and  Lynda  Bird  and  Luci 
are  practicing  what  I  am  preaching.  They 
are  touring  the  countryside  today,  visiting, 
seeing  new  people,  enjoying  some  of  the  his- 
toric shrines  and  scenic  wonders  of  our  great 
country,  from  the  far  West  in  Montana, 
Idaho,  Utah,  and  Wyoming,  where  Mrs. 
Johnson  is,  to  Wisconsin  where  Luci  is  in 
the  afternoon,  to  Long  Island  where  Lynda 
is  now. 

[2.]  Now  to  another  subject  that  may 
interest  you.  Because  all  matters  relating 
to  nuclear  weapons  are  matters  of  great  grav- 
ity, I  think  it  is  quite  important  to  have  the 
record  absolutely  straight  on  this  matter  of 
the  orders  to  the  commanders  in  the  Gulf  of 
Tonkin  that  I  issued  last  week. 

On  Wednesday,  at  a  Governors'  Confer- 
ence, peace  conference,  at  Hershey,  Pa., 
Senator  Goldwater,  the  Republican  candi- 
date, said  repeatedly  that  the  President  had 
given  an  "admonition"  to  the  commanders 
to  use  "any  weapons."  He  admitted  that  he 
had  not  seen  the  orders;  that  he  had  not  read 
the  orders;  that  he  did  not  know  what  was  in 
the  orders.  But  he  said  that  he  had  read  of 
this  "admonition"  in  some  newspaper. 

The  truth  and  the  record  show,  and  show 
plainly:  (i)  that  I  gave  no  such  admonition 
in  public  or  in  private;  (2)  that  our  orders 
to  the  commanders  plainly  specified  con- 
ventional ordnance  weapons  only;  (3)  that 
Secretary  of  Defense  McNamara  made  this 
fact  entirely  plain  again  in  a  public  press 
conference  one-half  hour  after  my  speech, 
and  it,  too,  was  carried  by  both  radio  and 
television  on  August  4th;  and  (4)  no  maga- 
zine or  daily,  or  even  weekly  newspaper 
that  we  can  locate  contains  any  such  report 
of  any  such  "admonition." 

There  was,  therefore,  no  justification 
whatever  for  Senator  Goldwater's  initial 
statements,  and  it  was  both  necessary  and 
proper,  I  think,  for  the  Secretary  of  State 


and  for  the  Secretary  of  Defense  to  call  the 
Republican  candidate's  interpretation  "un- 
justified and  irresponsible." 

So  yesterday.  Senator  Goldwater  took  back 
the  charges  he  made  on  Wednesday.  He 
now  says  he  did  not  mean  what  he  said  on 
Wednesday.  It  is  said,  instead,  that  it  was 
not  so  much  what  I  said,  as  he  speaks  in 
retrospect,  but  what  Secretary  McNamara 
said.  And  then  he  charges  we  used  fuzzy 
language. 

This  appears  clearly  in  the  Philadelphia 
Enquirer,  the  front  page,  this  morning. 

But  in  this  discussion,  it  is  not  our  lan- 
guage that  has  been  fuzzy.  The  Senator 
has  repeated  the  charge  that  we  said  "all 
weapons,"  whereas  in  fact  we  said  the  oppo- 
site, and  the  record  proves  it. 

The  Senator  has  thus  suggested  again  that 
we  gave  field  commanders  authority  to  use 
nuclear  weapons.  This  suggestion  is  pre- 
posterous, because  we  had  carefully,  explic- 
itly, and  publicly  ruled  out  the  use  of  nu- 
clear weapons  and  stated  so  on  the  radio 
and  on  the  television  the  day  the  attack  was 
ordered. 

The  Senator  points  to  no  language  of  mine 
which  justifies  any  of  his  many  different 
interpretations.  He  has  not  cited  the  name 
of  any  paper  in  the  United  States,  or  any 
press  service  in  the  country,  or  has  not  even 
told  any  reporter  where  he  heard  or  where 
he  saw  any  such  language.  He  does  not  do 
so  because  he  cannot  do  so.  His  running 
mate  now  speaks  in  a  corridor  of  a  Govern- 
ment building  of  the  President  having  au- 
thorized "complete,  full  retaliation,"  and 
this  assertion  is  equally  false  and  reckless. 

From  the  beginning  the  language  that 
responsible  Government  officials  have  used 
in  this  crisis  has  been  most  carefully  chosen. 
Our  position  has  been  explained  not  only  in 
repeated  public  statements  but  in  working 
sessions  with  the  leaders  of  both  parties,  and 
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with  at  least  three  committees  of  the  Con- 
gress, including  the  Armed  Services  Com- 
mittee, of  which  Senator  Goldwater  is  a 
member,  but  which  he  did  not  attend.  No 
one  has  misunderstood  this  matter  except 
the  Republican  candidates. 

The  control  of  nuclear  weapons  is  one  of 
the  gravest  of  all  the  responsibilities  of  the 
Commander  in  Chief,  the  President  of  the 
United  States.  Loose  charges  on  nuclear 
weapons  without  any  shadow  of  justifica- 
tion by  any  candidate  for  any  office,  let  alone 
the  Presidency,  are  a  disservice  to  our  na- 
tional security,  a  disservice  to  peace,  and,  as 
for  that  matter,  a  great  disservice  to  the  entire 
free  world. 

So  it  seems  to  me  that  even  at  the  price 
of  some  reflection  the  Republican  candidate 
ought  to  keep  his  lenses  in  his  glasses,  at 
least  on  the  subject  of  nuclear  warheads. 

[3.]  The  Secretary  of  Defense  has  re- 
ported to  me  this  morning  that  he  has  ap- 
proved a  program  for  the  development  of  an 
aircraft  designed  specifically  for  air  support 
of  counterinsurgency,  and  limited  war  op- 
erations, and  the  Department  of  the  Navy 
to  contract  for  the  building  of  seven  proto- 
type aircraft  at  a  cost  of  about  $18  million. 

This  counterinsurgency  (COIN)  aircraft 
will  be  an  airborne  equivalent  of  the  "jeep." 
It  will  be  able  to  perform  peacetime  emer- 
gency functions  such  as  disaster  relief,  medi- 
cal missions,  or  riot  control,  as  well  as  mili- 
tary missions  to  include  light  armed 
reconnaissance,  helicopter  escort  and  attack, 
and  support  of  ground  troops. 

The  aircraft  will  have  the  capability  to 
operate  from  rough  clearings,  primitive 
roads,  and  waterways,  in  addition  to  pre- 
pared airfields  and  aircraft  carriers. 

This  aircraft  has  been  extensively  studied 
by  the  military  services.  The  Marine  Corps 
initially  stated  the  formal  requirement  for  a 
light  armed  reconnaissance  aircraft  and  the 


Air  Force  confirmed  the  need  for  such  an 
aircraft.  The  Marine  Corps  supplied  the 
specifications.  The  Navy  was  designated 
as  the  developing  agency. 

The  first  flight  of  the  new  aircraft  will  be 
in  about  i  year.  I  am  sure  if  you  are  in- 
terested the  Defense  Department  will  give 
you  further  details. 

[4.]  I  shall  send  to  the  Senate  on  Mon- 
day the  nomination  of  Mr.  Sargent  Shriver 
to  head  the  poverty  program.  I  have  talked 
to  Mr.  Shriver  about  this,  and  I  have  care- 
fully reviewed  all  the  people  that  could  be 
available  for  this  very  important  assign- 
ment. I  am  making  my  recommendation 
of  Mr.  Shriver.  I  think  he  has  done  an 
excellent  job  during  the  time  he  has  been  in 
public  service,  and  I  hope  the  Senate  will 
take  prompt  action. 

In  addition,  we  are  tentatively  selecting 
some  22  job  corps  conservation  camps  to  be 
opened  this  year  in  the  States  of  Arizona, 
Arkansas,  California,  Idaho,  Maryland, 
Massachusetts,  Montana,  New  Mexico,  New 
York,  North  Carolina,  Oregon,  Pennsyl- 
vania, Utah,  Virginia,  Washington,  and 
Wyoming.  Further  details  on  the  camps 
will  be  made  available  to  you  by  Mr. 
Shriver 's  office,  when  the  negotiations  have 
proceeded  further. 

I  will  be  glad  now  to  take  any  questions. 

[5.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  do  you  feel  any 
sort  of  concern  about  the  situation  in  Con- 
gress where  the  redistricting  thing  or  re- 
apportionment may  threaten  adjournment? 

THE  PRESIDENT.  Yes,  I  am  always  inter- 
ested in  any  matter  that  concerns  the  coun- 
try and  the  Congress.  I  will  talk  to  the 
congressional  leaders  about  their  schedule, 
when  we  meet  again  on  Tuesday,  and  I  am 
sure  that  we  will  discuss  this  subject  and 
others  rather  fully. 

[6.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  there  has  been 
some  question  about  as  to  why  you  felt  it 
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necessary  to  specify  conventional  ordnance 
in  your  instructions  to  the  fleet.  The  com- 
manders would  not  have  instructions  to  use 
other  than  conventional  ordnance,  v^ould 
they? 

THE  PRESIDENT.  Well,  wc  may  have  antic- 
ipated that  some  people  v^ould  be  asking 
that  question  and  we  wanted  to  be  sure  the 
record  was  clear.  But  we  have  made  a  very 
clear  record  on  it,  and  we  think  we  were 
justified  in  doing  so,  and  we  think  that  the 
American  people  would  be  glad  that  we 
had  done  so,  at  least  if  it  served  no  other 
purpose.  It  brought  out  on  the  table  what 
had  happened  and  made  it  clear  that  un- 
substantiated charges  would  not  stand  up 
for  long. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  do  you  think  that  the 
Senator's  comments  on  this  matter  have 
caused  us  harm  abroad  with  other  nations? 

THE  PRESIDENT.  I  am  uuablc  to  evaluate 
that.  I  want  to  be  sure  that  the  people  of 
my  own  country  and  the  people  of  the  world 
know  that  we  speak  and  act  with  respon- 
sibility. 

[7.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  as  Senate  majority 
leader,  you  always  sought  consensus  on 
legislation.  If  the  consensus  of  the  State 
Democratic  leaders,  convention  delegations, 
labor  leaders,  Negro  leaders,  points  toward 
one  man  as  your  running  mate,  would  you 
be  bound  or  guided  by  it? 

THE  PRESIDENT.  I  would  Only  say  now  that 
I  am  carefully  and  conscientiously  and  ear- 
nesdy  considering  the  availability  of  various 
individuals,  and  at  the  appropriate  time 
when  I  have  reached  a  conclusion  that  I 
think  is  a  good  one  and  a  sound  one,  and 
one  worthy  of  the  Presidency,  I  will  make 
my  recommendations. 

[8.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  are  you  in  favor 
of  the  candidacy  of  Robert  Kennedy  for  the 
U.S.  Senate  seat  in  New  York  State? 

THE  PRESIDENT.  I  explained  that  to  you  yes- 


terday. I  have  no  desire  to  repeat  it,  unless 
you  failed  to  get  it  the  first  go-round.  I 
never  interfere  in  primaries  of  any  kind. 
I  think  you  know,  and  I  think  those  present 
realize,  that  I  have  a  very  high  regard  for 
the  ability  of  the  Attorney  General.  He 
has  performed  outstanding  public  service 
in  very  important  posts  in  this  administra- 
tion and  before  this  administration  in  the 
legislative  branch  of  the  Government.  I 
have  worked  closely  with  him  and  admired 
his  performance. 

I  made  it  clear,  however,  that  he  had  not 
consulted  me  when  we  talked  here  in  the 
White  House  about  any  desires  he  might 
have.  He  has  not  asked  me  to  make  any 
recommendations.  I  have  not  made  any 
recommendations.  I  will  not  intervene  in 
New  York,  or  Massachusetts,  or  Texas  in  a 
primary.  I  have  repeated  that  time  and  time 
again.  I  have  no  desire  to  repeat  the 
speech,  but  if  any  of  you  have  any  doubt 
that  same  rule  has  applied  to  my  entire 
public  life.  Who  the  Democratic  Party 
selects  as  a  nominee  in  New  York,  or 
Massachusetts,  or  Texas,  is  a  matter  for  the 
Democrats  of  that  State. 

As  close  as  I  was  to  Mr.  Rayburn  and  as 
long  as  we  served  together,  I  never  even 
intervened  when  he  had  a  hot  congressional 
race.  And  he  did  not  intervene  in  my  pri- 
maries either.  I  hope  that  makes  clear  that, 
first,  I  have  great  admiration  for  the  Attor- 
ney General;  second,  the  matter  of  whether 
he  is  a  candidate  in  New  York  or  not  is  a 
matter  for  him  to  decide  and  for  the  people 
of  New  York  to  decide.  And  when  they 
make  that  decision,  I  am  sure  it  will  be  a 
good  one. 

[9.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  sir,  there  is  a 
report  published  this  morning  that  the  ad- 
ministration is  now  supporting  a  modified 
version  of  the  medicare  bill  rather  than  the 
original  King- Anderson  bill.   Is  this  correct  ? 
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Could  you  help  us  out  on  that? 

THE  PRESIDENT.  The  administration 
strongly  favors  the  King- Anderson  bill.  No 
one  speaking  for  the  administration  has  ever 
made  any  statement  at  variance  w^ith  that. 
I  do  not  v^ant  to  assume  the  responsibility 
for  keeping  accuracy  in  reporting,  but  this 
is  the  first  question  that  has  been  raised 
since  that  report  about  the  administration's 
attitude,  and  if  I  had  been  consulted  by  the 
reporter  w^ho  made  the  report,  I  would  have 
answered  him  as  I  am  answering  you. 

We  favor  the  King- Anderson  bill.  The 
administration  has  favored  it  for  several 
years.  We  will  continue  to  favor  it  and  do 
everything  we  can  to  get  it  enacted. 

[10.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  you  say  you  feel 
Senator  Goldwater  has  performed  a  dis- 
service to  the  national  security  and  to  world 
peace.  Do  you  feel  he  should  now  publicly 
recant  what  he  said  and  join  you  in  setting 
the  record  straight? 

THE  PRESIDENT.  That  is  a  matter  for  the 
Republican  candidate  and  his  own 
conscience. 

[11.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  in  this  same 
connection,  sir,  do  you  plan  to  renew  your 
offer  to  make  intelligence  files  available  to 
Senator  Goldwater  so  they  can  be  of  use  to 
him  in  the  campaign? 

THE  PRESIDENT.  I  dou't  scc  any  necessity 
or  requirement  to  renew  it  or  restate  it.  It 
still  exists.  We  made  the  briefings  avail- 
able to  all  the  candidates.  Governor  Scran- 
ton  accepted  them,  Ambassador  Lodge  had 
them  available  to  him  and  utilized  them, 
and  even  Governor  Stassen  came  here  and 
was  thoroughly  briefed.  We  have  made 
that  offer  to  the  Republican  nominee.  If 
he  does  not  care  to  have  the  information  or 
the  knowledge  that  would  be  contained  in 
those  briefings,  that  is  a  matter  for  him. 
I  would  say  it  is  a  matter  entirely  for  his 
judgment  and  for  his  conscience. 


The  administration's  record  is  clear  that 
we  want  every  person  seeking  the  office  of 
the  Presidency,  every  responsible  candidate, 
to  have  responsible  and  accurate  informa- 
tion, and  full  knowledge,  on  the  position 
of  our  Government  and  conditions  in  the 
world.  If  he  does  not  desire  to  receive  that 
knowledge,  that  is  entirely  a  matter  for  him. 

[12.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  there  have  been 
some  public  comments  that  Mr.  Yarmo- 
linsky  ^  had  been  offered  as  a  sort  of  a  sacri- 
fice to  the  southerners  in  exchange  for  sup- 
port of  the  poverty  program.  I  wonder  if 
you  would  care  to  make  any  further  com- 
ment on  that? 

THE  PRESIDENT.  I  dou't  waut  to  get  iuto 
another  running  discussion  here  like  we  are 
in  on  nuclear  weapons.  What  public  com- 
ment? Who  said  what,  so  I  will  know 
what  I  am  answering  and  what  I  am  saying. 

Q.  Sir,  I  believe  there  were  some  pub- 
lished columns  from  various  sources. 

THE  PRESIDENT.  I  would  think  that  prob- 
ably you  ought  to  seek  the  columnist  and  see 
what  the  source  of  his  information  is.  Mr. 
Yarmolinsky  is  employed  by  the  Defense 
Department.  And  the  Defense  Depart- 
ment, the  Labor  Department,  the  Health, 
Education,  and  Welfare  Department,  and 
the  Justice  Department  are  jointly  interested 
in  the  poverty  program,  so  they  all  shared 
a  part  in  preparing  it.  No  one,  to  repeat, 
to  emphasize,  no  one,  at  any  time,  any  place, 
anywhere,  suggested  to  me  anyone  for  any 
of  these  places.  The  first  information  that 
I  had  that  Mr.  Yarmolinsky  was,  in  effect, 
appointed  to  one  of  these  places  that  did  not 
exist  was  the  columnist  rumor  that  you 
talked  about. 

I  was  informed  by  the  leader  of  this  task 
force,  Mr.  Shriver,  that  he  had  made  no 
recommendations  to  anyone,  that  he  had 

^  Adam  Yarmolinsky,  Assistant  to  the  Secretary  of 
Defense. 
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not  recommended  Mr.  Yarmolinsky  to  any- 
one associated  with  me,  or  with  me,  and  did 
not  plan  to.  I  have  asked  Mr.  Shriver,  now 
that  the  bill  has  passed  and  we  plan  to  start 
selecting  our  personnel,  to  review  the  four 
other  Presidential  appointments  and  submit 
his  recommendations  to  rne.  I  would  not 
be  able  to  say  in  advance  whether  I  would 
embrace  all  those  recommendations  or  not, 
but  I  would  certainly  be  inclined  to. 

We  do  not  plan  to  give  any  assignment, 
necessarily,  to  any  person  who  participated 
in  the  drafting  of  it,  and  that  may  have  been 
the  reason  for  the  report  being  given  out. 
Nor  do  we  plan  to  make  any  assignment  be- 
cause some  columnists  think  we  ought  to. 

[13.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  the  question  has 
been  raised  from  time  to  time  on  the  possi- 
bility of  a  defense  slip  in  the  presidential 
campaign  debate. 

THE  PRESIDENT.  Defense  what? 

Q.  Of  a  defense  slip  in  a  presidential  cam- 
paign debate.  In  other  words,  if  you  were 
to  debate  with  Senator  Goldwater,  he  has 
raised  the  question,  himself,  that  the  Presi- 
dent shouldn't  debate  on  TV  because  there 
might  be  a  defense  slip. 

THE  PRESIDENT.  We  wiU  get  iuto  that  after 
our  convention  when  we  make  a  decision 
in  the  matter.  I  don't  quite  follow  what 
you  are  saying  now.  But  after  the  conven- 
tion, if  I  am  the  nominee,  we  will  go  into 
all  manners  of  how  we  will  conduct  the 
campaign  and  we  will  give  you  due  and 
adequate  notice. 

[14.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  we  have  been 
told  that  the  Senate-House  conferees  on  the 
beef  import  restrictions  are  trying  to  work 
out  a  compromise  acceptable  both  to  the 
catde  industry  and  to  the  White  House. 
Could  you  tell  us  what  might  be  acceptable 
to  you  along  this  line  ? 

THE  PRESIDENT.  The  Secretary  of  State  is 
working  with  the  appropriate  leadership  in 


both  Houses  in  connection  with  this  very 
important  subject,  and  I  am  hopeful  that 
we  will  be  able  to  reach  some  meeting  of 
the  minds  that  will  be  satisfactory  to  all. 

[15.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  do  you  antici- 
pate that  Mrs.  Johnson  will  be  campaigning 
this  year? 

THE  PRESIDENT.  She  is  and  will  be. 

[16.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  Mayor  McKel- 
din  of  Baltimore  yesterday  had  lunch  with 
Mr.  Jenkins.  Is  there  any  indication  that 
he  is  going  to  play  a  role  in  the  campaign 
with  you? 

THE  PRESIDENT.  I  didn't  kuow  that  they 
had  lunch  together,  so  I  wouldn't  be  able 
to  tell  you  what  happened.  This  is  the  first 
information  I  had  about  it. 

[17.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  do  you  flavor  a 
Secret  Service  guard  now  for  Senator 
Goldwater?  , 

THE  PRESIDENT.  I  havcu't  explored  that 
subject.  If  the  Senator  felt  that  he  was  in 
danger  in  any  way  and  felt  the  necessity  of 
protection  and  felt  that  we  ought  to  care- 
fully consider  adopting  a  policy  of  protecting 
candidates,  I  would  be  glad  to  review  it 
carefully  and  try  to  work  out  some  kind  of 
an  agreement  that  would  be  satisfactory  to 
him.  He  has  not  told  me  of  his  views  dn 
the  matter.  All  I  know  about  it  is  What  I 
have  seen  about  the  suggestion  q£  the  Vice 
Presidential  candidate. 

[18.]  Q.Mr.  President,  thd  Wall  in 
Berlin  was  just  3  years  old.  Do  you  see 
any  chanced  for  tearing  it  down? 

THE  PRESIDENT.  We  are  constandy  con- 
cerned with  improving  the  conditions  of  the 
free  World.  We  are  very  proud  of  our 
relationship  with  the  Federal  Republic  of 
Germany.  We  are  going  to  continue  in 
cooperation  with  them  to  do  everything  that 
is  humanly  possible  to  bring  about  the  uni- 
fication of  the  great  people  of  Germany  at 
the  earliest  possible  date. 
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[19.]  Q.  Mir.  President,  what  are  the  is- 
sues in  this  campaign,  as  you  see  them? 

THE  PRESIDENT.  We  plan,  after  our  conven- 
tion in  Atlantic  City,  to  release  to  the  coun- 
try the  platform  we  have  adopted,  and  that 
platform  will  be  an  affirmative,  positive  dec- 
laration of  the  problems,  the  issues,  and  the 
matters  that  we  think  are  of  most  concern 
to  the  American  people. 

Hearings  on  that  platform  will  begin 
Monday.  I  think  the  appearance  of  those 
witnesses  gives  some  indication  of  the  sub- 
jects that  we  think  are  most  important. 
The  Secretary  of  State  will  lead  off  and  will 
discuss  conditions  in  the  world,  our  view- 
point pertaining  to  those  conditions,  what 
this  administration  has  done  in  connection 
with  our  relations  with  other  nations  and 
in  our  attempt  to  prevent  the  spread  of 
communism  and  the  enslavement  of  free 
people. 

I  think  Secretary  Rusk  will  point  out,  as  I 
did  at  the  Bar  Association  a  few  days  ago,^ 
that  peace  in  the  world  is  the  primary  objec- 
tive of  our  party  and  our  country,  and  we 
have  had  many  difficult  problems  but  we  are 
quite  proud  that  communism  has  not  en- 
veloped any  single  nation  and  taken  it  over 
since  Cuba  in  1959.  We  do  have  several 
spots  in  the  world  that  create  serious  prob- 
lems, but  we  will  try  to  outline  our  approach 
to  the  problems  of  peace. 

That  will  be  followed  by  our  prepared- 
ness efforts,  the  strength  of  our  Nation,  and 
how  important  it  was  that  we  improve  our 
defenses  as  we  did  when  President  Kennedy 
came  into  oflSce.  He  has  recommended 
the  expenditure  of  $30  billion  over  and  above 
what  would  have  been  recommended  in 
the  last  year  of  the  last  Republican  admin- 
istration. So,  we  think  that  peace  and 
preparedness  are  very  important. 

*  See  Item  511. 


We  will  discuss  economic  conditions  at 
some  length  in  this  platform,  working 
conditions,  agricultural  conditions.  We  are 
sure  that  peace  and  preparedness  and  pros- 
perity will  all  be  subjects  of  discussion  and 
will  more  or  less  resolve  themselves  into 
the  presentation  of  opposite  viewpoints. 
You  might  refer  to  these  as  some  of  the  prin- 
cipal issues. 

[20.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  Congressman 
Albert^  this  morning  seemed  a  little  un- 
certain as  to  at  what  point  you  would  review 
the  platform.  Could  you  tell  us  at  what 
point  you  will  review  it? 

THE  PRESIDENT.  I  haveu't  workcd  out  that 
agenda,  that  date.  Whenever  it  is  avail- 
able and  they  would  care  to  review  it  with 
me  or  discuss  it,  I  would  try  to  find  the  time 
to  do  so. 

[21.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  you've  men- 
tioned responsibility  in  government  a  great 
deal  in  the  last  week  or  two.  Is  this  going 
to  be  an  issue  in  the  campaign? 

THE  PRESIDENT.  No,  I  had  uot  felt  that  I 
was  overstressing  any  particular  thing,  and 
I  had  not  intended  to  indicate  that.  I  ob- 
serve that  when  I  say  our  country  is  strong 
that  it  is  usually  interpreted  as  a  reply  or  a 
jab.  When  I  say  something  about  respon- 
sibility, that  may  have  sudden  implications, 
but  they  must  be  your  implications.  I  don't 
intend  them  to  imply  anything  other  than 
what  I  say. 

I  do  believe  that  I  want  my  administration 
to  be  constructive,  affirmative,  forward- 
looking,  progressive,  and  always,  of  course, 
responsible. 

Merriman  Smith,  United  Press  Inter- 
national: Thank  you,  Mr.  President. 

note:  President  Johnson's  twenty-sixth  news  con- 
ference was  held  in  the  Rose  Garden  at  the  White 
House  at  1:10  p.m.  on  Saturday,  August  15,  1964. 

*  Representative  Carl  Albert  of  Oklahoma,  Major- 
ity Floor  Leader. 
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517    Remarks  to  Members  of  the  Communications  Satellite 
Corporation  Board.    August  17,  1964 


ONLY  18  months  ago  you  of  this  Board 
were  handed  the  skeleton  of  an  idea.  In 
this  short  time  you  have  fleshed  that  skeleton 
and  brought  that  idea  to  life. 

You  have  w^on  the  confidence  of  130,000 
stockholders  and  the  congratulations  of  190 
million  Americans.  I  am  personally  grati- 
fied by  the  job  you  have  done. 

I  believed  at  the  time — and  I  believe  more 
strongly  nov^ — ^that  President  Kennedy  and 
the  Congress  w^ere  right  in  the  concept  of 
this  Communications  Satellite  Corporation. 

The  law  creating  this  corporation  reaffirms 
our  devotion  to  private  enterprise  and  private 
initiative.  But  it  does  more.  This  law^ 
reiterates  our  resolve  to  protect  and  preserve 
private  ownership  as  the  partner — not  the 
victim — of  Government's  current  role  in  re- 
search and  development. 

Whatever  tides  run  in  the  world,  there  is 
no  tide  of  nationalization  or  socialization 
running  in  the  United  States.  Your  Gov- 
ernment is  determined  to  support  our  pri- 
vate sector — ^not  subjugate  it.  We  want  to 
stimulate  private  initiative — not  suppress  it. 

Our  private  economy  is  responding  to 
this  confidence  and  certainty — with  42  con- 
secutive months  of  the  longest,  largest,  and 
most  stable  prosperity  ever  known  in 
peacetime. 

Some  may  talk  of  radical  changes  in  our 
policies — of  greater  governmental  interven- 
tion in  the  economy  or  abrupt  governmental 
withdrawal  from  our  commitments  to  our 
own  people.  For  myself,  T  do  not  believe 
the  American  people  are  interested  in  eco- 
nomic radicalism  and  recklessness. 

We  are  going  to  hold  our  course  and 
preserve  our  prosperity. 


Several  years  ago  I  expressed  the  view 
that  the  communications  satellite  program 
would  produce  "one  of  the  most  dramatic 
advances  in  human  history." 

You  are  on  the  leading  edge  of  that 
dramatic  advance. 

In  3  years  you  will  have  a  worldwide 
communications  system  in  operation.  Even 
sooner,  operations  will  be  established  with 
many  nations,  particularly  our  European 
friends. 

The  practical  benefits  ahead  are  too 
numerous  to  count — for  business,  trade,  edu- 
cation, research,  and  other  fields.  Above 
all,  we  know  better  communication  means 
better  understanding  and  better  understand- 
ing is  the  doorway  to  world  peace. 

The  communications  technology  of  space 
will  open  many  new  doors  to  understanding. 

For  the  first  time,  we  will  have  24-hour-a- 
day  telephone  service  to  all  areas  of  the 
world. 

For  the  first  time  it  will  be  possible  to 
publish  and  deliver  daily  newspapers  world- 
wide— provide  worldwide  photo  facsimile 
services — transmit  hundreds  of  written  mes- 
sages per  second  continent  to  continent. 

We  will  be  able  to  transmit  entire  con- 
tents of  valuable  books  from  our  oldest  and 
largest  libraries  to  our  newest  and  smallest 
libraries  in  less  than  a  minute.  All  the 
human  knowledge  stored  in  computers  will 
be  available  in  seconds  to  help  solve  prob- 
lems half-a-world  aw^ay. 

You  are  helping  pioneer  this  exciting  new 
advance  for  all  mankind. 

You  can  be  proud  of  your  public  service — 
Just  as  I  am  proud  of  your  public  spirit  in 
handling  this  vital  organizational  task. 
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note:  The  President  spoke   at   6:35   p.m.   in   the 
Cabinet  Room  at  the  White  House. 
The  Communications  Satellite  Corporation  was 


established  by  act  of  Congress  approved  August 
31,  1962  (76  Stat.  423).  See  also  "Public  Papers 
of  the  Presidents,  John  F.  Kennedy  1962,"  Item  476. 


518    Statement  by  the  President  Upon  Sending  Copies  of  the  Moon 
Photographs  to  Leaders  of  no  Nations.    August  17,  1964 


IN  THE  NAME  of  the  people  of  the  United 
States,  as  an  expression  of  their  desire  that 
human  knowledge  be  used  for  human  better- 
ment, I  am  sending  to  the  leaders  of  no 
nations  a  set  of  photographs  of  the  moon 
taken  by  the  cameras  of  the  Ranger  VII  on 
its  historic  mission  of  July  31,  1964.  Each 
set  includes  five  photographs  taken  at  dis- 
tances from  the  lunar  surface  varying  from 
480  miles  dov^n  to  100  feet. 

The  success  of  the  Ranger  VII  explora- 
tion has  been  greeted  v^ith  enthusiasm  and 
interest  around  the  v^orld.  Men  of  all  na- 
tions recognize  this  is  one  of  the  greatest 
extensions  of  human  knowledge  about  the 
lunar  surface  to  occur  in  many  centuries. 

The  American  people  can  be  justly  proud. 
We  started  behind  in  the  space  age.  But  we 
placed  our  trust  in  our  open  society  and  free 
system.  Our  achievements  in  peaceful  ex- 
ploration of  space  give  us  all  cause  to  be 


proud,  grateful,  and  confident. 

Since  the  beginning  of  our  space  effort,  the 
United  States  has  invited  and  urged  all  na- 
tions to  make  this  vital  new  exploration  a 
joint  venture  of  international  cooperation. 
More  than  60  countries  now  work  together 
voluntarily  in  this  pursuit.  We  continue  to 
hope  that  the  extent  of  such  international  co- 
operation will  be  enlarged  and  that  all  na- 
tions will  join  through  the  United  Nations 
to  place  the  peaceful  realms  of  space  off- 
limits  to  the  designs  of  aggressors  on  earth. 

The  responsibility  placed  upon  us  by  our 
role  is  great  and  continuing.  I  am  sure  the 
American  people  will  continue  to  support 
what  is  necessary  to  assure  leadership.  In 
return  they  will  rightfully  expect  that  our 
program  hold  to  the  orderly  and  responsible 
course  which  has  brought  such  outstanding 
success  in  such  a  short  period. 


519    Statement  by  the  President  Upon  Issuing  Memorandum  on  the 
Staffing  of  International  Organizations.    August  17,  1964 


I  HAVE  issued  a  memorandum  which  seeks 
to  assure  that  the  very  highest  caliber  of 
Americans  will  be  available  for  staffing  the 
international  organizations  in  which  the 
United  States  plays  a  role. 

Over  the  years.  United  States  participation 
in  such  organizations  has  been  constantly 
increasing.  We  have  sponsored  many  of 
them  and  we  contribute  financially  to  all  of 
them.  At  the  present  time  we  belong  to 
more  than  50  such  groups. 


It  seems  to  me  to  be  the  part  of  wisdom 
to  back  our  stake  in  such  groups  with  the 
very  highest  qaliber  of  people  available.  The 
capacity  and  effectiveness  of  these  organiza- 
tions depend  upon  the  quality  of  those  who 
administer  them.:  And  even  though  I  have 
a  great  deal  of  respect  for  the  efforts  of  those 
Americans  already  working  in  them,  I  do 
not  feel  we  have  done  enough  to  help  these 
agencies  secure  the  services  of  highly  quali- 
fied American  men  and  women  from  private 
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life  and  from  Government  agencies. 

Final  responsibility  for  selecting  people 
rests  quite  properly  with  the  appropriate 
agencies  themselves.  But  it  is  our  duty,  not 
only  to  the  international  agencies  but  to  our 
ov^n  country,  to  be  certain  that  in  recruiting 
their  personnel,  these  agencies  have  ready 
access  to  talented  and  dedicated  Americans 
v^ho  are  qualified  by  every  prudent  test. 

With  that  thought  in  mind,  I  have  ap- 
proved the  attached  memorandum. 

Memorandum  to  the  Heads  of  Executive 
Departments  and  Agencies 

It  is  the  policy  of  this  government  to  do  its 
full  share  to  assist  in  the  development  of 
sound,  efficient  international  organizations 
to  keep  the  peace,  to  resolve  disputes,  to  pro- 
mote peaceful  change,  to  conduct  a  w^orld 
v^ar  against  poverty,  to  exchange  technology, 
and  for  other  purposes. 

At  the  present  time  v^e  belong  to  more 
than  half  a  hundred  such  organizations. 
We  have  sponsored  many  of  them.  We  con- 
tribute financially  to  all  of  them. 

But  the  capacity  and  efficiency  of  these 
organizations  depend,  in  the  end,  upon  the 
quality  and  the  motivations  of  the  inter- 
national civil  servants  w^ho  administer 
them.  These  organzations — and  our  na- 
tional interest  in  their  fortunes — deserve  the 
services  of  some  of  the  ablest  citizens  of  the 
United  States.  In  past  years  we  have  not 
done  enough  to  help  these  agencies  secure 
the  services  of  highly  qualified  men  and 
women  from  private  life  and  from  govern- 
ment agencies. 

Final  responsibility  for  selection  of  per- 
sonnel to  staff  international  organizations 
rests,  of  course,  with  the  appropriate  offi- 
cers of  those  organizations.  But  we  must 
make  sure  that  recruitment  of  their  per- 
sonnel is  supported  by  ready  access  to 
talented  citizens  of  this  country  who  are 


qualified  for  positions  in  the  international 
agencies. 

It  is  my  desire  that: 

(i)  All  Executive  Departments  and 
Agencies  take  affirmative  and  continuing 
steps  to  assist  international  organizations  to 
obtain  properly  qualified  United  States  can- 
didates for  employment. 

(2)  All  Executive  Departments  and 
Agencies  encourage  their  able  employees  to 
accept  assignments  with  international  orga- 
nizations in  accordance  with  the  authority  of 
Public  Law  85-795,  and  give  positive  recog- 
nition to  the  government's  interest  in  the 
training  and  career  advancement  advan- 
tages of  such  employment. 

(3)  All  Executive  Departments  and 
Agencies  continue  employer  contributions 
toward  Federal  retirement  and  insurance 
benefits  for  employees  serving  international 
organizations  in  accordance  with  the  author- 
ity of  Public  Law  85-795,  in  the  absence  of 
arrangements  for  such  contributions  by  the 
employing  international  organization. 

(4)  All  Executive  Departments  and 
Agencies  assist  actively  in  finding  qualified 
candidates  in  their  fields  of  specialization 
when  requested  to  do  so  by  the  Agencies 
having  primary  responsibility. 

(5)  The  Secretary  of  State  provide  leader- 
ship and  coordination  of  this  effort  and  de- 
velop policies  and  procedures  to  advance  it, 
including  the  seeking  of  assistance  from 
the  state  and  local  governments  and  from 
non-governmental  organizations  in  locating 
qualified  candidates  in  private  employment. 

(6)  The  Secretary  of  State  report  an- 
nually on  the  effectiveness  of  the  recruit- 
ment program  in  behalf  of  international 
organizations  established  herein. 

This  memorandum  shall  be  published  in 
the  Federal  Register. 


Lyndon  B.  Iohnson 


August  15,  1950 
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520    Remarks  Upon  Signing  Bill  Extending  the  Hill-Burton  Act. 
August  18,  1964 


Members  of  the  Congress,  ladies  and  gentle- 
men: 

Americans  have  always  been  great  hos- 
pital builders.  At  home  our  first  general 
hospital  was  built  25  years  before  the  signing 
of  the  Declaration  of  Independence — and 
both  events  occurred  in  the  same  city,  Phila- 
delphia. 

Abroad,  the  men  in  many  lands  have  first 
met  America,  and  first  understood  the  char- 
acter of  the  American  people,  in  hospitals 
that  were  built  by  American  hands. 

Since  World  War  II  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment and  the  States,  working  together  under 
the  Hill-Burton  program,  have  made  long 
studies  to  keep  up  with  our  growing  needs. 

I  deeply  regret  that  Senator  Hill  cannot 
be  with  us  this  morning.  He  is  in  the  hos- 
pital and  I  think  we  should  all  send  him  our 
best  wishes  for  an  early  return  to  the  Senate 
and  our  deep  gratitude  for  the  efforts  that 
he  has  made  throughout  the  years  in  con- 
nection with  this  great  program. 

We  have  added  more  than  300,000  hos- 
pital and  nursing  home  beds  and  have  added 
nearly  2,000  other  health  facilities.  Today, 
for  every  10  hospital  beds  our  growing  popu- 
lation requires,  8  are  already  in  place  and 
available  for  use. 

We  have  many  new  hospitals  today  in 
cities  that  are  large  and  small.  But  many 
of  our  most  important  hospitals  are  too  old. 
The  hospitals  which  serve  more  than  two- 
thirds  of  our  population  in  nearly  200  metro- 
politan areas  are  obsolete,  are  out  of  date, 
are  desperately  in  need  of  modernization. 
This  legislation  that  I  am  signing  today  will 
help  us  get  started  on  that  long  overdue  job. 

Our  record  on  hospital  beds  is  good.  The 
record  on  nursing  home  beds  is  not  so  good. 
For  every  10  nursing  home  beds  that  are 


needed  to  provide  long-term  care  for  older 
citizens,  only  4  beds  are  in  service  now. 
With  our  population  over  65  increasing  by 
1,000  every  24  hours,  we  need  to  catch  up 
and  this  legislation  that  your  Congressmen 
have  passed  will  help  us  do  that. 

Good  medical  practice  and  good  facilities 
are  inseparable.  America's  families — old, 
young,  and  middle-aged — deserve  the  most 
modern  hospital  facilities. 

We  are  meeting  this  demand.  The  88th 
Congress,  is  not  only  the  education  Con- 
gress, it  is,  I  am  happy  to  say,  the  better 
health  Congress.  It  has  done  more  than 
any  other  Congress  to  provide  the  health  fa- 
cilities and  the  health  manpower  that  the 
American  people  ought  to  have. 

The  Hill-Burton  hospital  construction  pro- 
gram has  been  extended  another  5  years,  but 
Congress  has  also  provided  assistance  for 
constructing  mental  health  facilities,  mental 
retardation  facilities,  the  medical  and  dental 
schools  that  we  need. 

And  Congress  has  helped  to  meet  our 
health  manpower  needs  by  a  program  to 
overcome  our  critical  shortage  of  nurses,  a 
program  to  train  more  graduate  public 
health  personnel,  and  by  providing  assistance 
to  students  attending  medical  and  dental  and 
nursing  schools. 

We  are  supporting,  as  no  nation  on  earth 
has  ever  supported,  the  strength  of  our  medi- 
cal profession.  We  are  supporting  them 
with  modern  facilities,  with  more  and  better 
trained  manpower,  and  productive  research 
in  more  and  more  fields.  I  believe  that  we 
are  pursuing  a  sensible  and  yet  a  most  re- 
sponsible course. 

Americans  have  no  patience  with  mixing 
politics  and  medicine  and  there  is  going  to 
be  none  of  that. 
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Our  American  medical  profession  is  the 
best  that  the  world  has  ever  known.  Our 
only  purpose  is  to  help  that  profession,  never 
to  harass  it.  We  are  casting  our  vote  for 
the  medical  profession's  effectiveness,  regard- 
less of  how  that  profession  casts  its  own  votes 
in  our  election. 

So  I  want  to  congratulate  all  the  Members 
of  the  Congress  who  are  here  this  morning 
and  the  others  who  couldn't  be  here  for  their 
contributions  on  this  bill.     I  want  to  espe- 


cially congratulate  my  two  old  and  dear 
friends  and  colleagues.  Senator  Lister  Hill, 
about  whom  I  spoke  earlier,  and  my  neigh- 
bor and  friend  for  many  years.  Congressman 
Oren  Harris. 

note:  The  President  spoke  in  midmorning  in  the 
Cabinet  Room  at  the  White  House.  In  the  course 
of  his  remarks  he  referred  to  Senator  Lister  Hill 
of  Alabama  and  Representative  Oren  Harris  of 
Arkansas. 

The    Hospital    and    Medical    Facilities    Amend- 
ments of  1964  is  Public  Law  88-443  (78  Stat.  447). 
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The  President's  News  Conference  of 
August  18,  1964 


THE  PRESIDENT.  [  I.]  I  have  a  moment  here, 
before  I  have  some  recordings  I  want  to  do 
and  I  have  a  12  o'clock  meeting.  George  ^ 
told  me  that  a  suggestion  that  I  made  to  him 
earlier  might  be  helpful,  if  I  carried  it  out. 
So  I  thought  I  w^ould  review  with  you  some 
of  the  things  we  are  going  to  do  the  rest  of 
the  week,  so  you  can  have  some  advance 
notice  of  it. 

I  have  some  real  news  for  you  this  morn- 
ing. I  can  announce  positively  that  the 
husband  and  father  in  this  house  has  not, 
repeat  not,  seen  a  moose  all  day  and  is 
mighty  happy  to  have  his  family  back  with 
him. 

As  a  friend  observed  this  morning,  he 
said  he  had  read  about  some  of  my  problems 
and  he  believed  the  White  House  is  the  one 
place  where  the  grass  is  greener  on  the  other 
side  of  the  fence.  We  have  been  doing 
something  more  than  watering  the  lawn 
around  here,  though,  and  we  have  some 
other  plans.  We  put  in  a  busy  time  over 
the  weekend  seeing  all  the  press  and  going  to 
church  Sunday. 

[2.]     For    your    information,    guidance, 

^  George  E.  Reedy,  Press  Secretary  to  the  President. 


and  background,  I  want  to  tell  you  about 
some  of  the  plans  in  the  days  ahead.  As 
you  know,  we  have  been  conducting  a  num- 
ber of  meetings  with  leadership  of  all  seg- 
ments of  our  national  life.  Congress,  business, 
labor,  public  school  superintendents.  State 
university  presidents,  women's  groups,  for- 
eign language  publishers,  chiefs  of  bureaus, 
members  of  the  press,  and  so  forth.  A  num- 
ber of  other  such  meetings  are  in  the  plan- 
ning stages. 

We  will  have  some  women's  organizations 
in,  leaders  of  other  organizations  and  trade 
associations  in  various  fields,  leaders  of 
Negro  groups  throughout  the  country,  with 
whom  we  want  to  talk  especially  about 
observance,  compliance,  and  enforcement  of 
laws  of  particular  concern  to  civil  rights 
groups.  These  meetings  will  be  announced 
as  the  plans  are  completed  and  as  soon  as 
we  can  get  confirmation  on  the  invitations. 

This  week  we  have  a  number  of  sessions 
scheduled  at  the  White  House  that  may  be 
of  interest  to  you  and  to  the  country.  On 
Tuesday,  at  5  o'clock,  that  is  today,  we  will 
meet  with  the  Community  Relations  Citizens 
Committee  from  all  sections  of  the  Nation 
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and  Governor  Collins.^  One  of  the  mem- 
bers stayed  all  night  with  me  last  night, 
Mr.  Palmer  Hoyt  of  the  Denver  Post,  and 
got  me  up  early  this  morning. 

On  Wednesday,  August  19,  at  11:30  a.m. 
w^e  will  have  5,000  young  people  on  the 
White  House  lawn  as  part  of  the  White 
House  seminar  program.  Let  me  say  that 
our  Nation's  leadership  challenge  knows  no 
age.  Our  young  citizens  have  very  great 
responsibilities  in  these  times  for  active  com- 
munity leadership,  wherever  they  live  or 
attend  school. 

On  Wednesday,  August  19,  in  the  eve- 
ning, we  have  invited  all  Members  of  Con- 
gress, from  both  parties,  to  the  White  House 
for  a  richly  deserved  "Salute  to  Congress." 
When  the  record  of  this  Congress  is  com- 
pleted, it  will  place  the  88th  Congress  in  the 
record  books  as  the  most  productive  and, 
I  think,  the  most  constructive  in  the  20th 
century.  Executive  and  congressional  rela- 
tionships could  hardly  have  been  better. 

Before  Members  return  home,  I  want  to 
congratulate  them  personally,  salute  them, 
have  them  all  to  the  White  House  once 
again.  As  you  will  remember,  they  were 
here  a  short  time  after  I  assumed  the 
Presidency. 

On  Thursday,  August  20,  at  4:30  p.m.,  we 
have  a  broad  cross  section  of  small  business 
leaders  coming  from  throughout  the  Nation 
for  a  meeting  at  the  White  House  on  the 
general  subjects  we  have  followed  before. 
We  want  to  discuss  economic  opportunity  for 
American  enterprise.  We  want  to  explore 
a  subject  of  first  importance,  the  continued 
growth  of  job  opportunities  for  all  of  our 
people.  We  will  discuss  the  fiscal  policy 
of  the  Government.    We  want  to  discuss 


^LeRoy  Collins,  Director  p£  the  Community  Re- 
lations Service,  Department  o£  Commerce,  and 
former  Governor  of  Florida. 


law  observance,  law  enforcement. 

On  Saturday,  August  22,  we  are  inviting 
the  Democratic  Governors  from  34  States 
to  come  to  the  White  House  for  a  working 
session  in  the  afternoon  and  to  stay  with  us 
for  dinner  that  night,  if  they  can.  We  are 
inviting  all  the  Governors,  although  we 
know  some  of  them  are  unable  to  come  to 
the  convention  and  some  may  be  unable  to 
come  to  Washington,  may  be  out  of  the 
country. 

In  this  administration  we  have  given, 
and  expect  to  continue  to  give,  unusual  atten- 
tion to  the  constructive  potential  of  the 
Federal-State  relations.  As  I  indicated  last 
week  in  my  remarks  to  the  State  university 
presidents,  I  feel  a  new  era  of  resurgence 
and  vitality  is  coming  among  the  States. 
We  want  the  Federal  and  State  relations  to 
enter  a  new  era,  too,  and  we  are  confident 
that  it  is  possible. 

One  of  the  first  meetings  that  I  held  after 
assuming  office — after  assuming  office  in 
November,  I  held  the  meeting  in  Decem- 
ber— was  with  the  Governors.  Since  then, 
I  have  had  well  over  100  meetings  with  at 
least  37  of  our  Governors,  either  here  or  in 
their  States.  We  have  met  with  85  per- 
cent of  the  Democratic  Governors  and  50 
percent  of  the  Republican  Governors.  I 
hope  to  meet  with  them  all  and  often. 

Earlier  this  year  the  Republican  Governors 
met  here  in  Washington.  I  invited  them 
to  the  White  House.  Unfortunately,  they 
were  not  able  to  come.  This  week,  for  the 
first  time  this  year,  the  Democratic  Gov- 
ernors will  be  in  this  vicinity.  So  that  is 
why  we  have  asked  them  to  come  to  the 
White  House,  if  they  can. 

There  is  much  we  will  talk  about.  Our 
programs  are  set  now.  Most  of  our  appro- 
priation bills  have  passed  the  House  and  the 
Senate  and  have  been  signed  or  are  in  con- 
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ference.  So  we  want  to  review  with  the  Gov- 
ernors the  impact  of  Federal  activities  on 
their  State  economies  over  the  iiext  12 
months.  We  will  have  a  complete  discussion 
and  will  review  with  them  the  impact  of  our 
defense  and  space  programs  and  where  we 
will  be  developing;  the  new  opportunities 
for  Federal  and  State  cooperation  in  educa- 
tion and  health  programs — the  Hill-Burton 
Act  was  signed  this  morning — the  three  edu- 
cational bills  we  signed  the  latter  part  of 
last  year;  the  mass  transit  program,  and 
what  it  means  for  our  metropolitan  areas, 
just  enacted;  what  we  can  all  do  together 
to  increase  the  growth  of  plants  and  payrolls, 
new  jobs  and  new  opportunities. 

[3.]  We  have  gotten  below  the  5  percent 
barrier  on  unemployment  and  we  want  to 
keep  moving.  We  will  make  to  them  a 
private  report  of  a  little  survey  that  we  are 
doing  on  the  capital  expenditures  that  are 
being  made,  capital  investment  that  is  pro- 
viding jobs  out  in  the  States  to  help  us 
break  through  that  5  percent  unemployment 
figure. 

As  an  illustration,  one  man  told  me  if  we 
could  get  the  tax  bill  passed  that  his  com- 
pany could  add  20,000  new  people.  He 
told  me  the  other  day  that  he  had  broken 
through  and  added  22,000  so  far.  So  we  are 
working  with  a  good  many  companies  ask- 
ing them  to  do  that,  to  help  reduce  the  heavy 
youth  unemployment. 

We  brought  that  down  from  16  to  13, 
and  the  total  unemployment  is  down  for  the 
first  time,  under  5  percent,  in  several  years. 
We  will  review  the  full  range  of  the  record 
number  of  major  legislative  accomplish- 
ments and  what  these  bills  mean  in  helping 
our  State  governments  meet  their  respon- 
sibilities. 

[4.]     The  economic  health  and  prosperity 


of  the  Nation  today  requires  closer  under- 
standing and,  I  think,  much  closer  coopera- 
tion among  all  our  levels  of  Government. 
I  believe  it  is  in  the  interest  of  all  the  people 
for  the  White  House  and  the  State  houses 
to  work  together  with  a  new  outlook,  with 
a  new  trust,  a  new  creativity,  and  this  is  our 
objective  now  in  all  that  we  do. 

[5.]  I  just  might  add,  for  your  informa- 
tion, that  we  have  been  meeting  with  various 
Governors  who  have  been  coming  in  and 
have  been  talking  about  problems  in  their 
State  and  politics  in  their  States.  A  num- 
ber of  them  spent  the  weekend  with  me  at 
the  White  House.  The  same  thing  has  been 
true  of  mayors  who  have  come  to  the  White 
House,  mayors  from  the  Midwest,  Mayor 
Daley  of  Chicago,  Mayor  Wagner  from 
New  York,  various  mayors.  We  had  the 
Midwest  Governors  in  2  or  3  weeks  ago 
and  we  had  Governor  Brown  and  some  of 
the  Midwest  Governors,  the  Governor  of  In- 
diana, and  others  in  for  dinner  and  they 
spent  the  weekend  with  us.^ 

So  this  time  we  will  add  to  that  by  inviting 
them  all.  That  is  all  I  have  to  say,  except 
that  we  are  going  to  continue  every  week 
bringing  people  in  from  over  the  Nation  to 
exchange  viewpoints  with  and  to  discuss 
our  problems  with  and  to  ask  for  their  help. 

[6.]  If  you  have  any  questions  on  this 
schedule,  or  these  points,  I  will  be  glad  to 
have  you  ask  them.  I  cannot  spend  the 
time  on  detailed  questions,  because  the  Prime 
Minister  of  Iceland  has  landed  and  is  en- 
route  to  the  White  House  now.  He  is  going 
to  come  in  the  southwest  gate  and  I  will  . 
greet  him  and  take  him  into  the  office  for  a 

^The  President  referred  specifically  to  Mayor 
Richard  J.  Daley  of  Chicago,  Mayor  Robert  F. 
Wagner  of  New  York,  Governor  Edmund  G.  Brown 
of  California,  and  Governor  Matthew  E.  Welsh  of 
Indiana. 
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meeting.  If  you  want  to,  I  will  take  him 
on  a  little  walk.  I  haven't  had  one  and  you 
can  go  with  us.^ 

[7.]  Q.  That  meeting  with  the  Gover- 
nors is  Saturday  afternoon  of  this  week,  sir? 

THE  PRESIDENT.   YeS. 

[8.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  can  you  tell  us 
anything  about  your  plans  for  next  week? 

THE  PRESIDENT.  No,  but  maybe  Jack 
Valenti  ^  can.  With  regard  to  the  conven- 
tion, I  expect  to  go  up  later  Thursday  eve- 
ning— I  don't  know  what  time — ^if  I  go  at  all. 

[9.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  will  you  enter- 
tain a  question  about  your  schedule  this 
morning? 

THE  PRESIDENT.   YeS. 

Q.  Did  you  have  a  long  visit  with  Senator 
Humphrey  this  morning,  or  can  you  tell  us 
about  it? 

THE  PRESIDENT.  No,  I  didn't  have  a  long 
one.  After  the  signing  there  he  wanted  to 
report  to  me  on  a  little  situation  there  on  the 
Hill,  and  he  did.  We  discussed  it  a  litde 
earlier  at  breakfast.  We  didn't  get  to  finish 
it. 

[10.]  Q.  With  respect  to  what  you  are 
saying  about  the  economy,  I  don't  know 
whether  it  is  too  early  to  ask  this,  but  I  was 
wondering  how  seriously  the  Government 
looks  at  the  status  of  the  automobile 
problem. 

THE  PRESIDENT.  I  dou't  waut  to  get  iuto 
a  general  press  conference.    I  just  said  that. 

*  Immediately  after  his  news  conference  the  Presi- 
dent greeted  Prime  Minister  Bjarni  Benediktsson  of 
Iceland  and  walked  with  him  through  the  White 
House  grounds.  They  were  accompanied  by  mem- 
bers of  the  press. 

^  Jack  Valenti,  Special  Consultant  to  the  President. 


This  man  is  on  his  way  here.  There  is 
nothing  to  say  at  this  stage  of  the  game. 
They  are  going  through  their  routine. 

[11.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  you  said  you 
talked  politics  with  Governors  and  mayors. 
Did  they  give  you  an  outlook  on  the  situa- 
tion throughout  the  country  in  November? 

THE  PRESIDENT.   YeS. 

Q.  Can  you  tell  us  about  that? 

THE  PRESIDENT.  I  dou't  think  we  ought 
to  take  time  right  now  to  talk  about  that. 
It  is  good. 

[12.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  in  relation  to 
next  week's  schedule,  have  you  decided  how 
you  will  communicate  with  the  convention 
on  your  vice  presidential  choice — how  or 
when? 

THE  PRESIDENT.   No. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  did  I  understand  that 
you  might  not  go  to  Atlantic  City  at  all? 

THE  PRESIDENT.   No. 

Q.  I  misunderstood. 

THE  PRESIDENT.  Evidently.  I  didn't  say  I 
would,  or  I  wouldn't. 

Q.  You  will  go,  if  you  are  asked  ? 

THE  PRESIDENT.  We  wiU  aunouncc  that, 
when  we  know  definitely  what  we  are  going 
to  do. 

[13.]  Q.  Are  there  going  to  be  any  spe- 
cial ceremonies  for  the  signing  of  the  anti- 
poverty  bill  on  the  20th,  I  believe  it  is? 

THE  PRESIDENT.  Yes.  I  believe  there  is  a 
signing  schedule  arranged  for  and  it  seems 
to  me  it  is  on  Thursday. 

Alvin  A.  Spivak,  United  Press  Interna- 
tional: Thank  you,  Mr.  President. 

note:  President  Johnson's  twenty-seventh  news  con- 
ference was  held  in  his  office  at  the  White  House  at 
11:45  a.ni.  on  Tuesday,  August  18,  1964. 
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Governor  Collins,  Ambassador  Dean,  Mr, 
Manger,  Mr,  Wheeler,  ladies  and  gentle- 
men: 

On  this  occasion  you  come  to  begin  work 
as  important  as  any  that  has  ever  been 
undertaken  by  any  Americans — in  any 
time.  You  deserve  the  fullest  gratitude  of 
your  President. 

I  believe  that  the  occasion  deserves,  and 
the  times  require,  that  what  is  said  now 
be  spoken  without  thought  of  favor  or 
without  fear  of  consequence. 

From  long  habit  we  speak  too  often  in 
whispers,  when  we  speak  of  race.  We  can- 
not evade  our  responsibilities  now  by  speak- 
ing evasively,  or  softly,  or  illusively  of  what 
has  become  the  central  challenge  of  our 
society  and  its  success. 

Our  national  house  stands  strong  and 
secure  today.  In  that  house,  190  million 
of  us  live  together  as  no  people  of  any 
nation  have  ever  lived  before — well  paid, 
well  clad,  well  housed,  well  schooled,  well 
endowed  in  all  things  material  and  all  things 
spiritual. 

We  cannot  believe,  and  we  cannot  con- 
ceive, that  life  in  our  national  house  could 
ever  be  other  than  it  is  today.  But  we  would 
do  well,  always,  to  recall  the  words  spoken 
in  another  time  by  another  President,  "A 
house  divided  against  itself  cannot  stand." 
That  was  true  a  century  ago.  It  is  no  less 
true  today. 

Across  our  national  house  a  long  shadow 
is  being  cast.  At  the  high  noon  of  our  suc- 
cess, the  sun  is  being  dimmed  by  the  dark- 
ness of  division,  division  that  need  not  be, 
division  that  must  not  prevail.  And  that  is 
what  requires  some  frank  speaking. 

The  shadow  falling  across  America  is 
not  the  shadow  of  race  itself.   It  is  the  darker 


shadow  of  indefensible  counsel  about  what 
America's  response  should  be,  about  what 
our  responsibilities  are,  and  what  are  the 
challenges  which  race  presents. 

In  the  white  community,  and  in  the  Negro 
community,  counsel  is  being  offered  today 
which  has  no  place  in  this  land  of  ours.  In 
both  communities  men  are  being  told  that 
no  answer  is  better  than  any  answer,  that 
no  progress  is  better  than  any  progress,  that 
no  peace  is  better  than  any  peace. 

Whatever  our  race,  whatever  our  region, 
we  of  this  generation  must  understand 
what  this  counsel  means  and  we  must  un- 
derstand where  this  counsel  leads.  For,  if 
we  follow  the  logic  of  this  counsel  to  its 
irresponsible  conclusion,  we  would  come  in- 
evitably to  agree  that  no  house  is  better  than 
any  house,  that  no  America  is  better  than 
any  America  in  which  our  own  wishes  and 
will  do  not  prevail  alone. 

This  is  not  the  course  that  we  choose. 

Division  is  not  our  destiny. 

Failure  at  home  is  not  to  be  the  fate  of  our 
Nation  which  has  succeeded  so  nobly  in 
the  world. 

A  time  has  come  to  cease  telling  ourselves 
and  the  world  that  the  destiny  and  the  fate 
of  this  Nation  will  be  decided  by  street 
rioters  and  night  riders. 

A  time  has  come  to  cease  this  cynical 
guessing  of  who  will  be  helped  and  who 
will  be  hurt  by  disorders  and  disobedience 
and  disrespect  for  the  decency  of  our  society. 

All  will  be  hurt,  none  will  be  helped,  if 
responsible  citizens  sit  on  the  sidelines  re- 
garding the  stability  of  our  society  as  a 
spectator  sport. 

So,  then,  let  us  together  soberly  face  the 
facts  before  us.  A  problem  older  than  any 
of  us,  older  even  than  our  Nation,  as  old  as 
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the  history  of  man,  himself,  has  come  upon 
us  to  test  our  system  and  to  challenge  our 
society. 

There  are  two  courses  open  to  us.  We 
can  meet  the  challenge,  or  we  can  turn  away 
from  it.  We  can  master  the  problem,  or 
we  can  leave  it  to  master  us. 

Well,  we  have  made  our  decision.  We 
have  chosen  to  meet  it  by  the  answer  of 
law. 

The  law  enacted  by  the  Congress  says  sim- 
ply that  voting  booths  and  classrooms,  that 
public  parks  and  public  places,  programs 
supported  by  public  funds,  shall  be  open  to 
the  public,  all  the  public,  on  an  equal  basis. 

This  is  not  a  law  to  select  neighbors,  or 
to  dictate  associates,  or  to  control  human 
relations.  This  is  not  a  law  to  impose  the 
power  of  the  central  Government  upon  the 
State  governments  of  the  land. 

The  provisions  of  this  law  merely  validate 
for  all  people  the  national  provisions  of  law 
already  in  force.  And  laws  of  this  kind 
are  in  force  with  regard  to  public  accommo- 
dations in  all  but  19  of  our  50  States  already. 
In  most  of  the  States,  the  State  law  that  has 
been  enacted,  in  many  instances  a  long,  long 
time  ago,  is  much  more  comprehensive  than 
the  national  law  that  was  passed  a  few 
weeks  ago. 

The  provisions  of  this  law  represent  not 
the  views  of  one  party,  but  of  both  parties; 
not  the  views  of  one  philosophy,  but  of  all 
responsible  philosophies. 

The  Civil  Rights  Act  of  1964  would  not 
be  on  our  books  today,  except  for  the  support 
that  it  received  from  the  members  of  both 
parties:  the  Republican  Party  and  the  Demo- 
cratic Party  in  both  the  Senate  and  the  House. 
Conservatives  voted  for  it,  liberals  voted  for 
it.  So  we  demand,  and  we  are  going  to 
have,  respect  for  law  and  order  in  this  land. 
That  respect  begins  with  the  law  which  is 
the  law  of  our  land  today. 


But  respect  for  the  law  requires  respect 
for  ourselves.  Self-respecting  Americans 
will  not — and  must  not — permit  the  destiny 
and  the  direction  of  their  Nation  to  fall  into 
the  hands  of  those  who  seek  our  division. 

And  this  means  one  thing:  If  we  are  to 
keep  our  system  secure  and  our  society  stable, 
we  must  all  begin  to  work  where  all  of  us 
work  best.  And  where  is  that?  That  is  in 
the  communities  where  we  all  live  today. 

So  that  is  the  real  challenge  before  us,  as 
we  meet  here  this  afternoon  in  the  shadow 
of  the  White  House  in  this  lovely  Rose 
Garden. 

Wherever  we  live,  we  must  ask  ourselves: 

Are  we  prepared  to  give  up  our  prosperity 
and  our  peace  and  let  our  prejudices  make 
paupers  of  us  all  ? 

Are  we  of  this  generation  to  be  remem- 
bered for  allowing  America's  progress  to 
run  aground  on  the  shoals  of  race? 

The  answers  are  "no." 

A  nation  of  courage  and  compassion,  a 
nation  of  commonsense,  must  not  and  will 
not  allow  its  greatness  to  be  degraded  by 
those  who  work  only  for  its  division. 

The  question  before  our  Nation  is  not  how 
whites  will  vote,  or  Negroes  will  vote,  next 
November.  The  question  is,  how  shall  we 
work  together  and  succeed  together  for  the 
next  100  Novembers  to  come? 

We  all  know  that  the  Emancipation 
Proclamation  was  signed  100  years  ago,  but 
emancipation  was  a  proclamation,  it  was  not 
a  fact.  So,  upon  you  in  your  own  com- 
munities fall  the  great  task  of  these  times, 
the  task  of  fostering  understanding,  the  task 
of  securing  observation  and  compliance,  the 
task  of  assuring  justice  for  all  Americans. 
And  that  is  a  very  great  task. 

I  wish  you  well.  I  pray  for  our  success 
together;  that  this  house  in  which  we  live 
shall  stand  and  shall  endure  for  all  times  to 
come.    And  let  us,  in  our  understanding 
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and  our  tolerance  and  our  patience,  forgive 
those  that  know  not  what  they  do.  Let's 
turn  our  cheek  to  those  who  would  spread 
smear  and  fear  and  try  to  create  problems 
that  should  not  be  developed. 

Let  us  look  at  this  land  we  love  and  be 
constantly  reminded  that  the  spotlight  of 
the  world  is  upon  us  and  we  are  under  that 
microscope  and  we  are  living  in  a  goldfish 
bowl. 

Let  us  ask  ourselves  if  our  every  act,  our 
every  public  declaration  and  exhibition,  is 
being  guided  by  the  Golden  Rule,  "Do  unto 
others  as  you  would  have  them  do  unto  you." 

I  secure  the  strength  that  permits  me  to 
endure  the  responsibilities  that  are  mine 
from  associating  with  good  and  great  men 
and  women  who  are  willing  to  do  what  you 
are  doing  today,  giving  your  very  all  to  try 
to  preserve  the  unity  of  this  Nation. 

I  shall  never  cease  to  be  grateful  for  men 
like  Governor  Hodges  and  Governor  Collins 
who  feel  and  who  care  and  who  love  hu- 
manity, and  who  made  great  personal  sacri- 
fices in  order  to  come  here  and  work  in  the 
vineyard  with  us  to  try  to  heal  the  wounds 
and  to  avoid  the  pitfalls  that  they  could 
see  in  this  atmosphere. 

I  shall  always  be  proud  that  I  am  a  citizen 


of  a  country  that  can  produce  an  Arthur 
Dean  who,  without  any  hesitancy,  could 
leave  a  great  law  practice  and  say,  "Where 
my  country  needs  me,  I  will  be."  And  to 
Mr.  Manger  and  Mr.  Wheeler  and  to  each 
of  you  I  again  express  my  deep  gratitude 
for  all  that  you  have  done  and  all  you  are 
going  to  do  on  behalf  of  all  the  people  of 
this  country.  I  want  to  say  "thank  you" 
from  a  grateful  heart. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  5:10  p.m.  in  the 
Rose  Garden  at  the  White  House.  His  opening 
words  referred  to  LeRoy  Collins,  Director  of  the 
Community  Relations  Service,  Department  of  Com- 
merce, and  former  Governor  of  Florida,  Arthur  H. 
Dean,  chairman  of  the  National  Citizens  Commit- 
tee for  Community  Relations  and  former  head  of  the 
U.S.  delegation  to  the  disarmament  negotiations  in 
Geneva  with  rank  of  Ambassador,  Julius  Manger, 
executive  vice  chairman  of  the  Committee  and  presi- 
dent of  the  Manger  Hotels,  and  John  H.  Wheeler, 
vice  chairman  of  the  Committee  and  president  of  the 
Mechanics  and  Farmers  Bank,  Durham,  N.C.  Later 
in  his  remarks  the  President  referred  to  Secretary 
of  Commerce  Luther  H.  Hodges,  former  Governor 
of  North  Carolina. 

At  the  invitation  of  the  President,  the  National 
Citizens  Committee  for  Community  Relations — a 
committee  composed  of  national  leaders  in  business, 
labor,  education,  and  religion,  working  toward  a 
broad  national  consensus  in  support  of  the  Civil 
Rights  Act — ^met  in  Washington  with  officials  of  the 
Department  of  Commerce  to  discuss  methods  of 
encouraging  voluntary  compliance  with  the  law. 


523    Remarks  to  the  United  States  Marshals. 
August  185  1964 


General  Kennedy,  Mrs,  Kennedy,  ladies  and 
gentlemen: 

I  am  honored  to  welcome  you  to  this  house 
this  evening.  I  thought  it  best  that  we  not 
assemble  in  the  Cabinet  Room.  It  looks 
something  like  a  jury  room — and  some  of 
you  might  try  to  keep  us  from  talking  to  any- 
one on  the  outside.  That  would  be  quite 
a  considerable  handicap  for  Cabinet  officers 
or  Presidents  in  this  election  year! 


The  marshals*  service  and  the  Presidency 
are  sharing  a  common  anniversary.  For 
both  offices,  this  is  the  175th  year  of  existence. 

We  still  have  only  one  President.  But 
where  President  Washington  nominated  13 
United  States  marshals,  Presidents  today 
nominate  91  of  the  92  marshals. 

The  first  task  of  the  first  marshal  is  still 
your  task  today- — the  task  of  maintaining 
respect  for  law  and  order  on  which  our 
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democratic  system  stands. 

Our  system  and  our  society  are  made 
stronger  by  free  expression,  free  petition,  free 
and  full  debate.  But  no  cause  of  liberty  is 
ever  license  for  disregard  of  the  law  or 
disrespect  for  those  who  serve  as  responsible 
agents  of  this  system  of  justice  of  ours. 

All  who  wear  the  badge  bear  a  proud 
trust.  Their  conduct,  their  attitudes,  their 
actions — off  duty  as  well  as  on  duty — ^per- 
sonifies the  dignity  and  the  equity  and  the 
essential  nobility  of  our  society's  highest 
values. 

We  demand  much,  and  we  receive  much, 
from  all  such  men  as  you.  But  our  demands 
upon  you  and  your  families,  and  all  who 
serve  law  enforcement,  are  not  a  one-way 
street. 

Our  society  must  always  demand  and 
must  always  require  respect  for  the  person 
of  those  who  personify  the  majesty  of  the 
law.  Any  who  defy,  or  defame,  or  do 
injury  to  law  enforcement  officers  defame 
and  do  injury  to  all  the  people. 

This  is  an  exacting  season  in  our  national 
life,  because  we  strive  toward  the  exacting 
standards  of  free  men:  equal  rights  and 
equal  responsibilities,  equal  opportunity  and 
equal  obligation,  equal  justice  under  law  and 
equal  respect  for  that  law. 

We  have  raised  our  standards  high.  We 
will  maintain  them  without  compromise. 
As  Thomas  Jefferson  once  put  it,  "Laws 
made  by  common  consent  must  not  be 
trampled  on  by  individuals." 

So  we  should  never  forget  that  lawless- 
ness is  found  in  many  places  and  found  in 
many  forms.  Sophisticated  syndicates 
which  systematically  evade  the  law  are  no 
more  tolerable  to  a  law-abiding  society  than 
spontaneous  street  demonstrations  which 
degenerate  into  disregard  for  the  law. 

I  am  determined  that  we  shall  use  every 
resource  of  our  Federal   Government,  in 


cooperation  with  State  and  local  authorities, 
to  eradicate  organized  crime  in  all  of  its 
forms.  That  extends  from  shakedown 
racketeers  who  prey  on  business  and  labor 
to  smut  peddlers  who  prey  upon  our  youth. 

You  are  doing  high  honor  to  a  long  tradi- 
tion. In  your  honor  this  afternoon,  I  am 
issuing  a  proclamation  designating  your 
service's  175th  anniversary — on  Septem- 
ber 24,  1964 — as  United  States  Marshals' 
Day,  to  be  observed  throughout  all  the  States 
in  this  land. 

I  am  particularly  glad  that  our  able  At- 
torney General  would  call  these  meetings 
and  institute  a  practice  of  regularly  asking 
you  to  come  here  to  meet  with  us  and  to 
counsel  with  us.  I  am  happy  about  the  high 
quality  of  personnel  that  make  up  the  mar- 
shals in  the  United  States. 

I  am  very  pleased  to  have  in  our  company 
this  afternoon  a  marshal  who  served  his 
country  in  another  capacity  on  a  PT  boat 
with  our  late  beloved  President  Kennedy. 

So,  we  are  glad  that  you  came  here.  We 
honor  you  for  the  fine  work  that  you  are 
doing.  We  thank  you  for  the  indulgence 
that  you  have  given  us  in  the  critical  days  in 
many  civil  rights  situations  in  the  last  few 
weeks. 

We  look  forward,  with  great  hope  and  ex- 
pectancy, to  the  same  high  quality  of  dedi- 
cated service  in  the  future  that  has  so 
characterized  your  past. 

Thank  you  very  much. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  6  p.m.  in  the  Rose 
Garden  at  the  White  House  at  a  reception  for 
the  U.S.  Marshals  and  their  families.  His  opening 
words  referred  to  Attorney  General  and  Mrs.  Robert 
F.  Kennedy.  Later  he  referred  to  U.S.  Marshal 
John  E.  Maguire,  Sr.,  who  served  as  a  radioman 
on  a  PT  boat  with  President  Kennedy  in  the  Asiatic 
theater  in  World  War  II. 

On  the  same  day  the  President  issued  Proclama- 
tion 3608  proclaiming  September  24,  1964,  as 
United  States  Marshal  Day  (29  F.R.  ii995»  3  CFR, 
1964  Supp.). 
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Dear  Mr.  Speaker: 

I  am  glad  to  learn  that  H.R.  9586,  which 
provides  for  the  establishment  of  a  National 
Council  on  the  Arts,  is  scheduled  for  floor 
action  today.  The  principles  expressed  in 
this  legislation  are  sound  and  have  my  whole- 
hearted support. 

There  has  been  an  encouraging  growth  of 
interest  in  the  arts.  For  example,  85  cities 
and  states  have  either  formed  or  are  in  the 
process  of  forming  arts  councils,  the  number 
of  symphony  orchestras  and  the  number  of 
people  who  play  musical  instruments  have 
virtually  doubled  in  the  last  25  years,  and  in 
the  last  30  years  the  number  of  museums  has 
grown  from  1500  to  5000. 

But  there  are  many  problems  in  the  fields 
of  the  arts  which  not  only  are  limiting  their 
development,  but  threaten  their  very  ex- 
istence. Private  initiative  is,  and  should 
undertake  the  major  responsibility  for  re- 
solving these  problems.  However,  they  are 
also  of  vital  concern  to  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment. 


The  formation  of  a  council  of  outstanding 
representatives  of  the  arts  fields,  as  provided 
in  the  bill  on  the  House  floor,  will  help  us 
express  that  concern  and  provide  a  method 
of  cooperation  with  private  groups  that  will 
have  lasting  benefits  for  all  the  people.  In 
addition,  this  council  will  provide  the  much 
needed  recognition  of  the  artist,  assure  his 
place  in  society,  and  stimulate  audience 
participation. 

History  has  shown  that,  if  we  are  to 
achieve  The  Great  Society  for  which  we  are 
all  working,  it  is  essential  that  the  arts  grow 
and  flourish. 

Sincerely, 

Lyndon  B.  Johnson 

[Honorable  John  W.  McCormack,  Speaker  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  Washington  25,  D.C.] 

note:  On  September  3,  1964,  the  President  approved 
H.R.  9586  providing  for  the  establishment  of  a 
National  Council  on  the  Arts  (Public  Law  88-579, 
78  Stat.  905). 

The  membership  of  the  Council  vv^as  announced  on 
February  23,  1965.  Roger  L.  Stevens,  Special  Assist- 
ant to  the  President,  was  nominated  as  Chairman. 


525     Remarks  Upon  Signing  Bill  Creating  the  National 
Commission  on  Technology,  Automation,  and 
Economic  Progress.    August  19,  1964 


Members  of  Congress,  representatives  and 
spokesmen  for  labor,  captains  of  industry, 
business,  ladies  and  gentlemen : 

This  ofEce  has  many  concerns.  None  re- 
ceives more  earnest  attention  or  greater  eflort 
than  the  challenge  of  creating  more  jobs, 
creating  better  jobs  for  more  people. 

More  Americans  are  working  today  than 
ever  in  history.  Congress  deserves  the  full- 
est   share    of    credit.    Members    of    both 


Houses,  Members  of  both  parties  have  re- 
jected make-v^ork  and  handout  answers  to 
unemployment. 

First  things  have  been  put  first  to  enlarge 
private  payrolls — not  public  relief  rolls. 

The  record  is  reassuring.  The  President 
and  the  Government  is  deeply  grateful  for 
the  cooperation  demonstrated  between  the 
leaders  of  labor  and  the  leaders  of  business. 

The  disturbing  trend  of  the  1950*5  has 
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been  reversed.  Unemployment  is  no  longer 
growing  10  percent  a  year  as  it  did  from 
1952  to  i960.  Instead,  unemployment  is 
shrinking  at  an  average  annual  rate  of  6.2 
percent  since  1961.  Unemployment  is  be- 
low the  5  percent  level  because,  in  the  last 
4  years,  our  economy  has  created  more  than 
4  million  new  jobs. 

One  of  the  best  pieces  of  statistical  infor- 
mation that  the  President  has  received  in 
his  first  8  months  in  office  is  the  assurance 
by  one  of  our  leading  businessmen  that  if 
the  tax  bill  passed  he  would,  in  the  first 
year,  employ  20,000  additional  workers. 

At  a  luncheon  the  other  day  in  the  White 
House,  he  leaned  over  and  whispered  in  my 
ear,  *'I  put  on  22,000  as  I  promised." 

Since  January  1961  we  have  created  more 
new  jobs  in  America  than  the  total  of  the 
populations  of  nearly  half  the  countries  of 
the  world.  That  is  a  remarkable  and  very 
reassuring  record. 

Our  challenge  now  is  to  do  even  better 
this  year,  even  better  throughout  this  decade, 
even  better  throughout  this  century. 

This  legislation  creating  a  National  Com- 
mission on  Technology,  Automation,  and 
Economic  Progress  will  help  us  meet  our 
responsibility. 

Technology  is  creating  both  new  oppor- 
tunities and  new  obligations  for  us — 
opportunity  for  greater  productivity  and 
progress — obligation  to  be  sure  that  no  work- 
ingman,  no  family  must  pay  an  unjust  price 
for  progress. 

Automation  is  not  our  enemy.  Our 
enemies  are  ignorance,  indifference,  and 
inertia.  Automation  can  be  the  ally  of  our 
prosperity  if  we  will  just  look  ahead,  if  we 
will  understand  what  is  to  come,  and  if  we 
will  set  our  course  wisely  after  proper  plan- 
ning for  the  future. 

That  is  the  purpose  of  this  commission. 


I  hope  and  I  expect  that  its  work  will  benefit 
the  workingman  and  benefit  the  business- 
man, and  serve  the  interests  of  the  farmer 
and  the  professionals  and  all  of  our  people 
in  America. 

The  techniques  of  automation  are  already 
permitting  us  to  do  many  things  that  we 
simply  could  not  do  otherwise.  Some  of 
our  largest  industries,  some  of  our  largest 
employers  would  not  exist  and  could  not 
operate  without  automation,  and  some  of 
those  employers  are  here  this  morning. 

We  could  not  provide  our  great  shield 
for  the  security  of  this  country  and  the 
shield  for  the  security  of  the  free  world  if 
we  did  not  have  automation  in  the  United 
States.  If  we  understand  it,  if  we  plan  for 
it,  if  we  apply  it  well,  automation  will  not 
be  a  job  destroyer  or  a  family  displacer. 
Instead,  it  can  remove  dullness  from  the 
work  of  man  and  provide  him  with  more 
than  man  has  ever  had  before. 

In  all  we  do  in  this  country,  our  objective 
first  and  last  is  to  serve  man  and  his  greatness. 

To  those  of  you  who  are  gathered  around 
me  this  morning  who  contributed  so  much 
to  bringing  this  bill  to  the  stage  that  it  is  in 
today,  I  want  to  say  thank  you.  I  know 
that  when  the  history  of  this  country  is 
written,  you  will  be  proud  of  the  part  you 
played  in  passing  this  act  that  will  con- 
tribute so  much  to  our  Republic. 

note:  The  President  spoke  in  midmorning  in  the 
Cabinet  Room  at  the  White  House. 

As  enacted,  the  bill  (H.R.  11 611)  is  Public  Law 
88-444  (78  Stat.  462). 

On  November  14  the  White  House  made  public 
the  names  o£  14  citizens  appointed  by  the  President 
to  serve  as  members  of  the  Commission,  of  which 
Dr.  Howard  R.  Bowen,  president  of  the  University 
of  Iowa,  was  nominated  Chairman.  The  release 
stated  that  the  membership-  was  broadly  representa- 
tive of  business,  labor,  and  the  public,  and  that  it 
included  experts  in  economics,  engineering,  sociology, 
industrial  relations,  and  law. 
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526    Remarks  to  the  White  House  Seminar  Students. 
August  19,  1964 


IF  I  COULD  ask  your  indulgence  for  a 
moment,  I  would  like  to  present  to  you  some 
participants  in  my  seminar.    Mrs.  Johnson. 

[Mrs.  Johnson  responded  briefly,  telling  the  students 
they  were  doing  ''exactly  what  I  would  have  li\ed 
to  have  done  when  1  was  your  age."  She  expressed 
the  hope  that  through  their  experience  they  would 
understand  their  Government  better  and  would  want 
to  have  a  part  in  it  to  ma\e  it  better  in  their  time. 
[The  President  then  introduced  his  daughters 
Lynda  Bird  and  Luci.  Lynda  Bird  spo\e  briefly 
welcoming  the  students  to  the  White  House.  The 
President  then  resumed  speaking.] 

I  hope  that  none  of  you  will  assume  from 
the  sign  over  there  that  Congress  was  going 
to  come  down  here  and  be  with  us  this 
morning.  We  know  when  Congress  is  com- 
ing. The  big  question  is — when  will  they 
be  leaving? 

This  is  a  nonpolitical  occasion,  I  regret 
very  much  to  say.  It  must  be  that  way  be- 
cause you  are  bipartisan.  Out  of  the  5,000 
here,  one  lady  spent  the  summer  working  in 
the  office  of  Senator  Gold  water.  I  am  told 
that  she  was  a  Democrat  when  she  came 
and  I  trust  she  has  not  moderated  her 
convictions. 

Personally  and  as  your  President,  I  am 
proud  of  you.  I  am  proud  to  see  you.  I 
am  glad  that  you  are  members  of  both 
parties.  I  am  happy  that  you  are  taking  an 
active  and  constructive  interest  in  your  Gov- 
ernment which  is  served  well  by  members  of 
both  parties. 

I  stand  before  you  this  morning  as  an  ex- 
ample of  what  can  happen  to  someone  who  is 
your  age  who  comes  to  Washington  to  work 
for  awhile,  and  then  carries  it  to  an  extreme. 

This  city  is  your  city.  Wherever  you  go, 
whatever  you  do,  I  hope  Washington  will 
mean  to  you  what  Paris  meant  to  Ernest 
Hemingway,  as  he  describes  it  in  the  book 


which  many  of  you  are  reading.  May  the 
memories  of  your  Capital  be  always  for  you 
a  "Moveable  Feast"  of  constant  delight  and 
continuing  pride. 

You  will  carry  with  you  the  memories  of 
libraries  and  museums,  concerts  and  coflEee 
hours,  folk  festivals  and,  by  all  means,  dis- 
cotheques. But  my  wish  for  you  is  that 
from  this  experience  you  will  carry  for  the 
rest  of  your  years  a  stronger  and  a  surer  faith 
in  the  role  and  the  worth  of  the  individual. 

Your  Government  is  large.  You  are  sons 
and  daughters  of  a  massive  age,  an  age  when 
men  and  nations  have  been  much  concerned 
with  massive  force  and  massive  power  and 
massive  struggles. 

But  I  hope  that  your  experiences  and  your 
observations  have  instilled  into  you  a  new 
and  lasting  faith  in  the  fact  that  is  para- 
mount. 

On  this  earth,  there  is  no  force  so  strong, 
none  so  powerful,  none  so  finally  decisive  as 
the  influence  for  good  or  evil  of  the  com- 
mitted man  or  the  committed  woman. 

The  course  of  this  Nation,  the  contest  of 
this  world,  will  finally  be  decided  not  by  the 
force  of  the  atom,  not  by  the  strength  of 
arms,  not  by  the  weight  of  industrial  pro- 
duction. The  future  will  finally  fall  to  those 
that  are  most  committed  to  their  cause. 

I  know  there  are  those  who  say  of  your 
generation  that  you  are  apathetic,  that  you 
are  indifferent,  that  you  are  cold,  hard,  un- 
feeling, and  uncaring  security  chasers  seek- 
ing only  a  sports  car,  a  split  level,  and  an 
annuity. 

Well,  this  I  do  not  believe. 

I  know  there  are  those  who  consider  it 
correct  to  play  it  cool — right  to  remain  re- 
served— not  good  form  to  show  great  faith. 

But  for  myself,  I  believe  that  this  genera- 
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tlon  of  young  Americans  is  a  committed 
generation,  anxious  and  asking  to  be  per- 
mitted to  fulfill  that  commitment.  Where 
other  generations  of  Americans  have  had  a 
rendezvous  w^ith  v^ar,  I  believe  that  your 
generation,  God  w^illing,  v^ill  keep  a  rendez- 
vous w^ith  peace. 

Whether  at  home  or  faraw^ay,  I  believe  it 
will  be  your  destiny  to  fight  v^ars  men  have 
never  fought  before — vv^ars  against  poverty, 
wars  against  disease,  against  illiteracy, 
against  discrimination,  against  all  those 
things  which  blight  the  lives  and  the  hopes 
of  our  fellowman. 

As  you  are  committed,  I  want  you  to  know 
that  your  President  is  committed,  too — com- 
mitted to  the  future  and  not  to  the  past, 
because  we  live  in  an  age  when  the  times 
men  know  in  their  youth  are  old  history 
before  men  themselves  have  grown  old. 

The  times  of  my  generation's  youth  are 
old  history  now. 

I  came  here — I  was  schooled  here — in  ex- 
citing and  memorable  years  of  our  national 
history.  None  whoever  knew  those  times 
can  ever  really  forget  them. 

Your  generation  has  no  memory — as  mine 
does — of  Franklin  Roosevelt  and  the  New 
Deal.  Your  generation  did  not  know — and 
I  pray  will  never  know — the  Great  Depres- 
sion and  the  experience  of  the  Great  Re- 
covery. 

With  due  respect,  but  without  regret,  we 
leave  behind  1934  and  turn  to  work  for  the 
promise  of  1964.  For  the  answers  of  the 
Roosevelt  years  and  the  answers  of  the 
Coolidge  years,  and  the  answers  of  the  Wil- 
son and  McKinley  years  do  not  serve  as  re- 
plies to  the  questions  of  our  age  or  the  an- 
swers of  our  time  or  the  replies  to  today. 

No  man  of  our  times  understood  this  so 
well  as  John  Fitzgerald  Kennedy.    He  un- 


derstood, as  we  must  all  understand,  that  in 
these  times  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  must  be  lean  and  trim  and  not  large 
and  soft.  He  understood  that  power  must 
be  principled — that  when  nations  acquire  the 
capacity  to  destroy  human  life  they  must 
assert  the  courage  to  redeem  human  life;  that 
when  nations  are  sure  of  their  strength  they 
must  never  be  unsure  of  their  search  for 
peace. 

This  is  the  course  that  we  follow  in  our 
land  today. 

No  man  can  say  that  the  road  ahead  will 
be  easy,  that  our  footing  will  always  be  sure, 
that  there  will  be  no  obstacles,  no  perils. 
Wherever  the  strong  and  the  free  may  walk, 
danger  will  stalk  their  trail. 

I  believe  that — ^30  years  from  now  when 
you  are  nearing  the  age  that  I  have 
attained — you  will  look  back  upon  these 
1960's  as  the  time  of  the  great  American 
breakthrough — toward  the  victory  of  peace 
over  war,  toward  the  victory  of  prosperity 
over  poverty,  toward  the  victory  of  human 
rights  over  human  wrongs,  toward  the  vic- 
tory of  enlightened  minds  over  darkness. 

Thomas  Wolfe  has  written:  "The  true 
discovery  of  America  is  before  us  .  .  .  the 
true  fulfillment  of  our  spirit,  of  our  people, 
of  our  mighty  land  is  yet  to  come." 

Come,  give  us  what  youth  alone  can  give 
us,  and  together  let  us  make  that  dis- 
covery. 

Thank  you  for  coming  here. 

note:  The  President  spoke  shortly  before  noon  on 
the  South  Lawn  at  the  White  House.  The  group 
was  composed  of  more  than  5,000  college  students, 
summer  employees  o£  the  Government. 

Early  in  his  remarks  the  President  referred 
to  the  temporary  stage  and  backdrop  that  had  been 
erected  on  the  South  Lawn  for  a  "Salute  to  Con- 
gress'* ceremony  to  be  held  later  in  the  day  (see 
Item  527). 
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Aug.  19    [527] 


Mr.  Spea\er,  Senator  Mansfield,  Members 
of  the  House  and  Senate,  ladies  and  gentle- 
men: 

On  behalf  of  the  Congress  and  the  Cabi- 
net, I  want  to  say  well  done  to  Mr.  Cron- 
kite,  Mrs.  Dickerson,  and  Mr.  Smith.  I 
know  that  upon  this  occasion  at  least  I  can 
speak  for  all  of  you  when  I  thank  this  cast 
this  evening  for  a  most  delightful  and  enter- 
taining evening. 

Originally  we  scheduled  this  evening  as  an 
end-of-Congress  get-together.  In  view  of 
the  developments  at  your  end  of  Pennsyl- 
vania Avenue,  we  have  redesignated  tonight 
as  a  night  of  mid-session  hospitality. 

Perhaps  we  will  be  able  this  year  to  com- 
bine our  farewell  to  Congress  party  with  the 
annual  Christmas  Tree  lighting  ceremony. 

We  are  very  glad  that  you  could  come  here 
tonight.  The  privilege  is  mine  to  welcome 
you  to  this  house — the  house  of  all  the  peo- 
ple. 

If  this  occasion  is  unprecedented,  it  is  no 
more  than  the  year  deserves. 

This  has  been  a  year  without  precedent 
in  the  history  of  relations  between  the  execu- 
tive and  the  legislative  branches  of  our 
Government. 

This  session  of  Congress  has  enacted  more 
major  legislation,  met  more  national  needs, 
disposed  of  more  national  issues  than  any 
other  session  of  this  century  or  the  last. 
This  record  of  cooperation  and  accomplish- 
ment should  give  heart  to  all  who  stand 
with  this  great  Nation  and  should  give  pause 
to  all  who  oppose  the  cause  that  we 
champion. 

This  is  why  you  have  been  invited  here 
this  evening. 

I  want  to,  first  of  all,  thank  all  of  you  for 
myself.    More  than  that — ^much  more  than 


that — I  want  the  American  people  to  be 
aware  of  the  record  that  you  have  written 
and  the  relationship  that  exists  between  us. 

That  record  and  that  relationship  testify 
to  the  reassuring  fact  that  there  has  been 
this  year  no  stalemate  in  our  system,  no 
deadlock  in  our  democracy. 

For  myself,  I  believe  that  this  is  the  way 
our  system  was  intended  to  function — not 
with  Presidents  and  Congresses  locked  in 
battle  with  each  other — but  locked  arm  in 
arm  instead,  battling  for  the  people  that  we 
serve  together. 

I  believe  in  and  I  try  to  practice  the  philos- 
ophy of  a  great  Republican  President, 
Theodore  Roosevelt.  He  once  put  it  this 
way:  "I  have  a  very  strong  feeling  that  it 
is  a  President's  duty  to  get  on  with  Congress 
if  he  possibly  can,  and  that  it  is  a  reflection 
upon  him  if  he  and  Congress  come  to  a 
complete  break." 

This  second  session  of  the  88th  Congress 
is  distinguished  most  by  the  simple  fact  that 
at  no  time  has  there  been — or  is  there  now — 
a  question  of  the  President  and  the  Congress 
"getting  on"  together. 

This  has  been  a  constructive  Congress. 
It  has  passed  a  test  ban  treaty,  a  tax-cut  bill, 
a  series  of  education  measures,  hospital  legis- 
lation, the  mass  transit  bill. 

This  has  been  a  compassionate  Congress. 
It  has  passed  the  Civil  Rights  Act,  a  food 
stamp  plan,  and  approved  a  program  to 
attack  poverty. 

I  am  very  happy  tonight  to  say  that  this 
has  been  a  cooperative  Congress.  For  these 
measures  and  many  others  have  been 
brought  into  being  by  the  votes  from  both 
parties. 

So,  let  none  suggest — ^let  none  suppose — 
that  debate  has  been  suspended,  that  princi- 
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pies  have  been  laid  aside,  or  that  convictions 
have  been  diluted. 

The  opposite  is  much  more  nearly  the 
case. 

But  from  full  debate,  from  advocacy  of 
principles,  from  devotion  to  convictions, 
strength  has  been  forged  into  the  lav^s  that 
have  been  enacted.  This  Congress  has  ex- 
pressed on  the  record  the  commitment  of 
the  American  people  to  the  pillars  on  v^hich 
our  system  and  our  society  stand. 

Our  economic  system  of  private  enterprise 
has  received  the  most  significant  vote  of 
confidence  in  our  times  v^ith  the  enactment 
of  the  legislation  reducing  taxes  for  both 
individuals  and  corporations.  Eleven  and 
one-half  billion  dollars  have  been  returned 
to  the  pockets  of  American  families  and 
American  enterprise — ^in  the  confidence  that 
private  initiative  w^ould  put  these  dollars 
to  w^ork  creating  jobs,  creating  opportunity, 
and  creating  greater  effectiveness  in  com- 
petition with  the  vi^orld. 

For  100  years,  emancipation  was  a  procla- 
mation but  it  was  not  a  fact. 

This  Congress  with  the  help  and  the  sup- 
port and  the  votes  from  both  sides  of  the 
aisle  brought  into  being  the  most  compre- 
hensive Civil  Rights  Act  in  the  last  century. 
This  act  wrote  into  the  book  of  law  the 
equality  of  opportunity  for  all  of  our  people. 

Our  Nation's  great  commitment  to  uni- 
versal education  has  received  more  support 
from  this  Congress  than  from  any  other. 


The  88th  Congress  will  be  always  remem- 
bered as  the  Education  Congress. 

And  I  know  how  much  pride  and  satis- 
faction that  our  late,  beloved  President  John 
F.  Kennedy  would  get  tonight  if  he  could 
only  be  here  and  see  you  and  thank  you 
for  helping  him  to  see  that  his  dreams  came 
true. 

You  have  responded  to  the  needs  of  our 
cities  with  the  mass  transit  legislation.  The 
beauty  and  the  values  of  our  countryside  will 
be  conserved  by  the  wilderness  bill,  and 
many  more  measures. 

For  classroom,  city,  and  countryside,  you 
have  made  long  strides  toward  meeting  the 
needs  of  our  times  and  toward  building  a 
great  society. 

As  your  former  colleague,  as  your  Presi- 
dent now,  as  an  American  first  and  a  parti- 
san second,  I  am  proud  and  privileged  to- 
night to  salute  the  Congress  one  and  all. 

Mrs.  Johnson  and  I  are  indeed  privileged 
to  have  a  chance  to  say  thanks  to  all  of  you 
this  evening. 

Thank  you. 

note:  The  President  spoke  in  the  evening  on  the 
South  Lawn  at  the  White  House  at  a  reception  for 
Members  of  the  88th  Congress.  In  his  opening 
words  he  referred  to  Representative  John  J.  Mc- 
Cormack  of  Massachusetts,  Speaker  of  the  House, 
and  Senator  Mike  Mansfield  of  Montana,  Majority 
Leader  of  the  Senate.  Early  in  his  remarks  he  also 
referred  to  Walter  Cronkite  of  the  Columbia  Broad- 
casting System,  Mrs.  Nancy  H.  Dickerson  of  the  Na- 
tional Broadcasting  Company,  and  Howard  K. 
Smith  of  the  American  Broadcasting  Company,  who 
had  served  as  narrators  for  a  musical  program  fea- 
turing songs  used  in  earlier  political  campaigns. 


528    Remarks  Upon  Signing  the  Economic  Opportunity 
Act.    August  20,  1964 


My  fellow  Americans: 

On  this  occasion  the  American  people  and 
our  American  system  are  making  history. 


For  so  long  as  man  has  lived  on  this  earth 
poverty  has  been  his  curse. 

On  every  continent  in  every  age  men  have 
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sought  escape  from  poverty's  oppression. 

Today  for  the  first  time  in  all  the  history 
of  the  human  race,  a  great  nation  is  able 
to  make  and  is  willing  to  make  a  commit- 
ment to  eradicate  poverty  among  its  people. 

Whatever  our  situation  in  life,  v^hatever 
our  partisan  affiliation,  we  can  be  grateful 
and  proud  that  we  are  able  to  pledge  our- 
selves this  morning  to  this  historic  course. 
We  can  be  especially  proud  of  the  nature  of 
the  commitments  that  we  are  making. 

This  is  not  in  any  sense  a  cynical  proposal 
to  exploit  the  poor  with  a  promise  of  a  hand- 
out or  a  dole. 

We  know — we  learned  long  ago — that 
answer  is  no  answer. 

The  measure  before  me  this  morning  for 
signature  offers  the  answer  that  its  title  im- 
plies— the  answer  of  opportunity.  For  the 
purpose  of  the  Economic  Opportunity  Act 
of  1964  is  to  offer  opportunity,  not  an  opiate. 

For  the  million  young  men  and  women 
who  are  out  of  school  and  who  are  out  of 
work,  this  program  will  permit  us  to  take 
them  off  the  streets,  put  them  into  work 
training  programs,  to  prepare  them  for  pro- 
ductive lives,  not  wasted  lives. 

In  this  same  sound,  sensible,  and  respon- 
sible way  we  will  reach  into  all  the  pockets 
of  poverty  and  help  our  people  find  their 
footing  for  a  long  climb  toward  a  better  way 
of  life. 

We  will  work  with  them  through  our  com- 
munities all  over  the  country  to  develop 
comprehensive  community  action  pro- 
grams— with  remedial  education,  with  job 
training,  with  retraining,  with  health  and 
employment  counseling,  with  neighborhood 
improvement.  We  will  strike  at  poverty's 
roots. 

This  is  by  no  means  a  program  confined 
just  to  our  cities.  Rural  America  is  afflicted 
deeply  by  rural  poverty,  and  this  program 


will  help  poor  farmers  get  back  on  their  feet 
and  help  poor  farmers  stay  on  their  farms. 

It  will  help  those  small  businessmen  who 
live  on  the  borderline  of  poverty.  It  will 
help  the  unemployed  heads  of  families  main- 
tain their  skills  and  learn  new  skills. 

In  helping  others,  all  of  us  will  really 
be  helping  ourselves.  For  this  bill  will  per- 
mit us  to  give  our  young  people  an  oppor- 
tunity to  work  here  at  home  in  constructive 
ways  as  volunteers,  going  to  war  against 
poverty  instead  of  going  to  war  against  for- 
eign enemies. 

All  of  this  will  be  done  through  a  program 
which  is  prudent  and  practical,  which  is  con- 
sistent with  our  national  ideals. 

Every  dollar  authorized  in  this  bill  was 
contained  in  the  budget  request  that  I  sent 
to  the  Congress  last  January.  Every  dollar 
spent  will  result  in  savings  to  the  country 
and  especially  to  the  local  taxpayers  in  the 
cost  of  crime,  welfare,  of  health,  and  of 
police  protection. 

We  are  not  content  to  accept  the  endless 
growth  of  relief  rolls  or  welfare  rolls.  We 
want  to  offer  the  forgotten  fifth  of  our  peo- 
ple opportunity  and  not  doles. 

That  is  what  this  measure  does  for  our 
times. 

Our  American  answer  to  poverty  is  not 
to  make  the  poor  more  secure  in  their 
poverty  but  to  reach  down  and  to  help  them 
lift  themselves  out  of  the  ruts  of  poverty  and 
move  with  the  large  majority  along  the 
high  road  of  hope  and  prosperity. 

The  days  of  the  dole  in  our  country  are 
numbered.  I  firmly  believe  that  as  of  this 
moment  a  new  day  of  opportunity  is  dawn- 
ing and  a  new  era  of  progress  is  opening 
for  us  all. 

And  to  you  men  and  women  in  the  Con- 
gress who  fought  so  long,  so  hard  to  help 
bring  about  this  legislation,  to  you  private 
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citizens  in  labor  and  in  business  who  lent 
us  a  helping  hand,  to  Sargent  Shriver  and 
that  band  of  loyal  men  and  women  who 
made  up  this  task  force  that  brings  our 
dream  into  a  reality  today,  we  say  "Thank 
you'*  for  all  the  American  people.  In  the 
days  and  years  to  come,  those  who  have  an 
opportunity  to  participate  in  this  program 
will  vindicate  your  thinking  and  vindicate 
your  action. 
Thank  you  very  much. 

note:  The  President  spoke  in  midmorning  in  the 
Rose  Garden  at  the  White  House.  Among  those 
attending  the  ceremony  were  Members  of  Congress 


who  sponsored  the  bill  and  other  supporters  of  the 
antipoverty  program.  The  President  specifically 
referred  to  Sargent  Shriver,  Director  of  the  Peace 
Corps,  who  was  later  appointed  Director  of  the 
Office  of  Economic   Opportunity. 

As  enacted,  the  bill  (S.  2642)  is  Public  Law  88- 
452  (78  Stat.  508). 

Earlier,  on  August  12,  the  White  House  released 
the  text  of  a  letter  from  the  President  to  the  Speaker 
of  the  House  requesting  appropriations  to  support 
activities  authorized  by  the  Economic  Opportunity 
Act,  together  with  a  letter  from  the  Director  of  the 
Bureau  of  the  Budget  outlining  details  of  the  ap- 
propriation. The  Supplemental  Appropriation  Act, 
1965  (Public  Law  88-635,  78  Stat.  1023),  authoriz- 
ing the  appropriations,  was  approved  by  the  Presi- 
dent on  October  7,  1964. 


529    Special  Message  to  the  Congress  on  U.S.  Participation 
in  the  United  Nations.    August  20,  1964 


To  the  Congress  of  the  United  States: 

Pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  the  United 
Nations  Participation  Act,  I  transmit  here- 
with the  eighteenth  annual  report  covering 
United  States  participation  in  the  United 
Nations  during  1963. 

This  report  describes  in  detail  the  day-to- 
day, month-to-month  v^ork  of  the  United 
Nations  system  of  agencies  on  behalf  of 
peace  and  security,  economic  and  social  de- 
velopment, the  trust  territories,  human 
rights  and  legal  and  constitutional  develop- 
ments. It  also  reports  on  administrative 
and  financial  matters. 

The  1 8th  General  Assembly  v^as  concerned 
with  many  of  the  most  urgent  problems  of 
our  times:  peace  and  disarmament,  national 
independence  and  human  rights,  and  inter- 
national cooperation  along  a  broad  spectrum 
of  human  endeavor. 

As  in  other  years  and  with  other  institu- 
tions, the  U.N.  record  for  1963  was  an 
amalgam  of  progress  and  problems  as  the 
Organization  sought  to  cope  with  many  of 
the  world's  most  basic  and  difficult  issues. 
This  report  is  a  factual  accounting  of  what 


was  accomplished  on  the  United  Nations 
agenda  for  mankind — and  of  its  unfinished 
business. 

In  transmitting  this  report  to  the  Congress 
I  should  like  to  add  two  observations  which 
go  beyond  the  scope  of  the  objective  record 
of  U.N.  activities  during  the  year. 

First,  the  extraordinary  importance  which 
this  Government  attaches  to  the  United  Na- 
tions was  underscored  by  the  fact  that  two 
Presidents  of  the  United  States  addressed  the 
same  Assembly. 

On  September  20,  President  Kennedy 
went  to  the  rostrum  of  the  General  Assembly 
to  tell  the  delegates  of  more  than  a  hundred 
countries  that: 

".  .  .  the  badge  of  responsibility  in  the 
modern  world  is  a  willingness  to  seek  peace- 
ful solutions. 

".  .  .  if  either  of  our  countries  [the 
United  States  and  the  Soviet  Union]  is  to  be 
fully  secure,  we  need  a  much  better  weapon 
than  the  H-bomb — ql  weapon  better  than 
ballistic  missiles  or  nuclear  submarines — 
and  that  better  weapon  is  peaceful  coopera- 
tion." 
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When  tragedy  struck  two  months  later, 
the  General  Assembly  convened  a  special 
plenary  meeting  in  honor  of  President  Ken- 
nedy. Speaker  after  speaker  rose  to  pay 
solemn  tribute  to  the  great  qualities  of  my 
predecessor — and  above  all  to  the  U.S.  com- 
mitment to  the  United  Nations  which  he 
both  symbolized  and  strengthened. 

When  Ambassador  Stevenson  expressed 
the  gratitude  of  our  people  to  all  the  peoples 
who  shared  our  grief,  he  also  assured  the 
delegates,  on  my  behalf,  that  ".  .  ,  there 
will  be  no  Johnson  policy  toward  the  United 
Nations,  any  more  than  there  was  a  Kennedy 
policy.  There  was — and  is — only  a  United 
States  policy." 

By  this  time  the  work  of  the  United  Na- 
tions for  1963  was  drawing  rapidly  to  a 
close.  Christmas  was  approaching.  My 
own  schedule  was  crowded  by  the  ex- 
traordinary pressures  of  the  first  weeks  in 
office. 

Yet  I  asked  to  go  to  the  United  Nations 
in  the  closing  days  of  its  work  to  address  the 
General  Assembly.  I  wanted  to  demonstrate 
to  the  world  that  neither  tragedy  nor  tran- 
sition could  cause  this  country's  support  for 
the  United  Nations  to  waver.  I  wanted  to 
confirm  personally  that  international  coop- 
eration lies  at  the  heart  of  U.S.  foreign  policy 
regardless  of  who  sits  in  the  office  of  Presi- 
dent and  regardless  of  what  party  label  he 
wears. 

I  told  the  assembled  delegates  at  that 
moment: 

"The  greatest  of  human  problems,  and  the 
greatest  of  our  common  tasks,  is  to  keep  the 
peace  and  save  the  future.  ...  If  there  is 
one  commitment  more  than  any  other  that  I 
would  like  to  leave  with  you  today,  it  is 
my  unswerving  commitment  to  the  keeping 
and  to  the  strengthening  of  the  peace." 

"Now,  on  the  world  scale  the  time  has 


come,  as  it  came  to  America  30  years  ago, 
for  a  new  era  of  hope — hope  and  progress  for 
that  one-third  of  mankind  that  is  still  beset 
by  hunger,  poverty,  and  disease." 

".  .  .  And  more  than  ever  we  support  the 
United  Nations  as  the  best  instrument  yet 
devised  to  promote  the  peace  of  the  world 
and  to  promote  the  well-being  of  mankind." 

Second,  the  work  of  the  United  Nations 
reflected  the  often  harsh  and  sometimes  hope- 
ful political  and  economic  realities  of  the 
world  in  which  it  operates,  and  thus  dem- 
onstrated once  again  its  relevance  to  con- 
temporary international  affairs. 

We  see  this  relevance  in  the  stepped-up 
activities  of  the  Security  Council  over  the  past 
months,  particularly  in  the  peacekeeping 
field. 

We  see  it  in  the  dialogue  on  trade  and 
economic  policies  now  beginning  between 
developed  and  developing  countries. 

We  see  it  in  the  Assembly  debates  over 
the  final  steps  in  the  process  of  decoloni- 
zation. 

We  see  it  in  the  universal  relief  and  over- 
whelming acceptance  which  greeted  Assem- 
bly resolutions  endorsing  the  limited  nuclear 
test  ban  agreement,  the  new  communications 
link  between  Moscow  and  Washington,  the 
expressed  intent  of  the  United  States  and 
the  Soviet  Union  not  to  place  weapons  of 
mass  destruction  in  outer  space,  and  re- 
newed efforts  by  the  Eighteen-Nation  Dis- 
armament Committee  to  seek  agreement 
"with  energy  and  determination." 

We  see  it  in  the  Assembly  resolution  set- 
ting forth  certain  legal  principles  to  govern 
the  use  of  outer  space — and  in  calls  for  con- 
tinuing cooperation  in  scientific  exploration, 
weather  forecasting,  and  communications  in 
outer  space. 

And  we  see  it,  finally,  in  the  peacekeeping 
efforts  which  continued  in  the  Congo  and 
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along  the  armistice  lines  between  Israel  and 
the  United  Arab  Republic.  In  these  efforts, 
as  more  recently  in  Cyprus,  the  members  o£ 
the  United  Nations  reaffirmed  their  com- 
mitment to  the  increasingly  vital  task  of 
helping  to  keep  the  peace — a  task  of  grow- 
ing importance  to  this  nation  and  to  the 
world. 

In  short,  the  General  Assembly  was  a  faith- 
ful mirror  of  political  reality,  which  is  an- 
other way  of  saying  that  it  was  useful  be- 
cause it  dealt  in  an  intensely  practical  way 


with  current  human  events. 

I  take  this  occasion  to  remind  the  Con- 
gress of  these  points  because  they  are  not  all 
recorded  in  the  following  report,  and  be- 
cause they  illustrate  how  closely  we  associate 
our  future  hopes  for  world  peace  and  prog- 
ress with  the  fortunes  of  the  United  Nations. 

Lyndon  B.  Johnson 

note:  The  report,  *'U.S.  Participation  in  the  UN," 
is  printed  as  House  Document  188  (88th  Cong., 
2d  sess.),  and  as  Department  of  State  Publication 
7675  (433  pp.,  Government  Printing  Office,  1964). 


530    Remarks  Upon  Signing  Bill  Amending  Securities  and 
Exchange  Act.    August  20,  1964 


Members  of  the  Congress,  distinguished 
guests,  members  of  the  Securities  and  Ex- 
change Commission  and  other  related  finan- 
cial organizations  in  town,  ladies  and  gentle- 
men: 

This  is  a  very  gratifying  day  for  me  in 
this  house.  This  morning  I  signed  into  law 
legislation  committing  our  society  and  our 
system  to  a  war  on  poverty  and  all  its  causes. 
This  afternoon,  I  am  signing  a  measure  de- 
signed to  protect  the  prosperity  of  our 
people. 

In  a  few  moments  I  will  meet  with  leaders 
of  small  business  from  throughout  this  great 
Nation  to  talk  with  them  about  the  oppor- 
tunities and  the  obligations  of  leadership  in 
order  to  assure  our  system's  continuing  suc- 
cess in  America. 

All  Americans  and  all  the  world  can  take 
new  inspiration  and  fresh  faith  from  the  ex- 
ample that  this  day  presents. 

Our  Nation  is  diverse.  The  interests  of 
our  people  are  many.  But  it  is  reassuring 
that  the  strongest,  the  richest,  and  the  most 
successful  Nation  ever  fashioned  by  men 
anywhere  can  be  concerned  with  the  pros- 


perity of  the  many  without  ever  forgetting 
the  poverty  of  the  few. 

Capitalism  in  the  United  States  today  is 
not  the  capitalism  known  anywhere  at  any 
time  in  the  past.  The  angry  slogans  of  com- 
munism are  archaic  when  directed  against 
the  capitalism  of  the  American  people,  for 
under  our  system  the  worker  is  also  the  in- 
vestor. The  people  are  also  the  owners  of 
our  productive  system. 

Capitalism  in  America  is  what  it  is  to- 
day because  of  the  initiative,  the  enterprise, 
and  the  responsibility  of  our  free  system. 

But  it  is  also  what  it  is  because  of  the 
course  that  we  have  chosen  for  this  Govern- 
ment to  follow. 

We  rejected  the  idea  that  the  role  of  gov- 
ernment is  either  coercion  or  control.  On 
the  contrary,  the  proper  function  of  govern- 
ment is  to  meet  its  responsibilities  wisely  so 
that  the  people  may  have  confidence  in  their 
future,  in  their  system,  and  in  themselves. 

I  would  say  a  good  example,  exhibit  A,  in 
this  system  is  Mr.  William  Martin  of  the 
Federal  Reserve  who  is  here  today.  He  is  a 
man  who  understands  the  proper  function  of 
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government.  He  meets  his  responsibilities 
wisely.  The  people  of  this  country  and  the 
people  of  the  world  have  confidence  in  our 
system  and  in  themselves  because  of  that  type 
of  leadership. 

Few  more  dramatic  demonstrations  of  this 
exist  than  the  record  of  the  Securities  and 
Exchange  Commission  also.  Less  than  a 
lifetime  ago  this  country's  confidence  in  the 
securities  market  was  very  small.  On  July 
31  this  year  the  market  value  of  stocks  listed 
on  the  New  York  Stock  Exchange  reached 
a  new  high  of  $465  billion  in  contrast  to  a 
value  of  $23  billion  prior  to  the  enactment 
of  the  first  Federal  securities  law  in  1933  of 
which  my  very  dear,  beloved  friend,  the 
late  Sam  Rayburn,  was  the  author. 

Investors'  confidence  is  due  to  many  fac- 
tors. High  on  the  list  is  the  factor  of  con- 
fidence in  the  common-sense  attitude  taken 
in  the  administration  of  our  laws  by  our 
Government,  and  in  this  instance  partic- 
ularly by  the  Securities  and  Exchange 
Commission. 

The  law  signed  today  should  further 
strengthen  the  securities  market  and  public 
confidence  in  them. 

Industry  and  government  have  worked 
together  in  the  writing  of  these  laws.  Indus- 
try and  government  will  work  together  in 
making  these  measures  succeed. 

For  my  part,  I  believe  the  President's  first 


responsibility  in  this  sector  is  the  quality  of 
men  chosen  to  discharge  the  duties  of  the 
SEC.  We  deeply  regret  that  we  are  losing 
the  Chairman  of  that  great  Commission. 
He  is  returning  to  private  life  to  help  pre- 
pare others  to  follow  in  his  footsteps.  But 
I  am  very  proud  of  the  men  who  have  ac- 
cepted the  sensitive  trust  to  carry  on  and 
I  am  most  especially  proud  of  the  able 
trusted  public  servant  who  has  agreed  to 
accept  the  duties  of  Chairman,  my  friend 
Manuel  Cohen. 

I  want  all  of  you  here  today  to  share  with 
us  the  pleasure  of  seeing  Mr.  Cohen  take  the 
oath  of  his  new  office.  A  new  era  of  regu- 
latory relationship  is  coming,  a  relationship 
sincerely  devoted  to  confidence,  to  under- 
standing, to  a  responsible  role  on  the  part  of 
Government  in  helping  and  not  harassing 
our  American  capitalistic  system. 

Mr.  Cohen  will  be  given  his  order  desig- 
nating him  Chairman  as  soon  as  I  have  com- 
pleted this  little  mission  of  signing  this  bill. 

note:  The  President  spoke  in  midafternoon  in  the 
Cabinet  Room  at  the  White  House.  In  the  course 
of  his  remarks  he  referred  to  William  McC.  Martin, 
Jr.,  Chairman,  Board  of  Governors  of  the  Federal 
Reserve  System,  William  L.  Cary,  retiring  Chairman 
of  the  Securities  and  Exchange  Commission,  and 
Manuel  F.  Cohen,  Chairman-designate  of  the 
Commission. 

Mr.  Cary  served  as  Chairman  of  the  Securities 
and  Exchange  Commission  from  March  27,  1961, 
to  August  21, 1964. 


531     Remarks  at  a  Reception  for  Small  Businessmen. 
August  20,  1964 


Good  afternoon,  ladies  and  gentlemen: 

I'm  very  pleased  that  you  could  come  here 
to  be  with  us  this  afternoon.  This  is  your 
house  and  the  house  of  all  the  people  of  this 
great  Nation.  For  so  long  as  I  live  here, 
the  door  through  which  you  have  come  will 


be  open  to  all — except  those  v^ho  demand  that 
it  be  closed  to  any. 

I  do  not  knov^  your  politics.  I  have  not 
asked  about  your  politics.  I  do  not  care 
about  your  politics. 

Some  believe  our  great  question  today  is 
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who  we  choose  for  our  political  leadership 
this  fall. 

Well,  I  am  not  entirely  disinterested  in 
that  choice. 

But  I  do  believe  that  the  greater  ques- 
tion—this year  and  the  greater  question  every 
year,  as  a  matter  of  fact — ^is  how  well  and 
how  wisely  our  nonpolitical,  nonoffice-hold- 
ing  leadership  leads  us  all. 
And  that  is  why  you  are  here. 
Your  business  may  be  small.  But  in  every 
community  where  you  live,  your  opportu- 
nity— and  your  responsibility — for  leadership 
is  large. 

Small  business  bears  big  responsibilities 
under  our  economy. 

Of  the  4.8  million  businesses  in  the  United 
States,  4.6  million  of  them  are  classified  as 
^'small  businesses."  These  firms  generate 
40  percent  of  the  entire  Nation's  economic 
business  activity — ^they  provide  livelihood  for 
75  million  Americans,  they  provide  jobs  for 
40  percent  of  all  jobs  in  this  country. 

But  that  is  not  all  the  role  of  the  small 
businessmen.  It  is  much  larger  than  that. 
Every  American  community  draws  its  base 
of  leadership,  draws  its  stability,  its  con- 
tinuity, and  its  drive  for  progress  from  re- 
sponsible, energetic,  forward-looking,  pro- 
gressive business  people. 

Today — in  this  land  of  yours  and  mine — 
the  future  of  our  system  and  our  society  is 
being  determined.  What  kind  of  a  future 
we  will  have  will  not  be  determined  here  in 
this  city,  nor  in  this  house,  nor  even  on 
Capitol  Hill.  The  quality  of  the  America 
that  you  and  your  children  and  my  children 
will  know  is  being  determined  in  the  com- 
munities where  Americans  live  and  where 
Americans  lead. 

Your  responsibilities — as  well  as  mine — ^in 
this  20th  century  are  very  great  re- 
sponsibilities. 


America  cannot  afford  for  us  to  stand 
apart.  America  cannot  afford  to  let  us  go^ 
in  different  directions.  Our  political  leader- 
ship, our  business  leadership — our  leadership 
in  labor,  in  agriculture,  in  education,  and 
in  the  professions — must  be  united  in  under- 
standing, must  be  united  in  mutual  trust, 
must  be  united  in  common  purpose. 

I  have  made  no  contribution  that  I  am 
aware  of,  at  any  single  moment,  in  arraying 
class  against  class.  I  don't  want  to  be  a  labor 
President  or  a  business  President  or  a  bureau- 
cratic President.  I  want  to  be  an  American 
President,  President  for  all  the  people  of  this 
country,  and  a  President  that  all  the  people 
of  this  country  can  have  confidence  in. 

Today,  as  we  meet  here,  we  all  have  to- 
gether more  than  any  of  us  separately  can 
afford  to  lose.  Together  we  have  achieved 
a  pinnacle  of  peace — together  we  have 
achieved  a  pace  of  prosperity — never  enjoyed 
before  by  any  men  in  any  land  in  any 
time  in  the  world. 

These  years  from  1961  to  1964  are  the 
most  prosperous  years  that  any  people  have 
ever  known.  For  42  consecutive  months  we 
have  had  the  longest  and  the  largest  and  the 
most  stable  peacetime  expansion  of  American 
economy  that's  on  record  in  this  country. 

I  guess  I  shouldn't  make  this  observation, 
but — to  show  you  that  there  is  not  anything 
partisan  about  that  economy — we  are  very 
proud  of  what  our  country  is  doing  with  your 
help.  Someone  laughed  at  me  the  other  day 
and  said,  "I  don't  guess  the  fact  that  you  are 
saving  all  this  money  could  have  anything 
to  do  with  the  fact  that  you  have  a  Republi- 
can Secretary  of  Defense."  And  I  think 
that  it  is  proper  to  add  that  in  this  period  of 
price  stability,  in  this  great  era  of  prosperity, 
when  we  have  done  so  well — ^I  would  like  to 
also  point  out  we  have  a  Republican  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury. 
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Last  month  72.4  million  Americans  were 
at  work — 72,400,000  Americans  were  work- 
ing on  their  jobs.  That's  a  new  record  in 
this  country. 

Unemployment  declined  below  the  5  per- 
cent mark.  It  has  not  been  lower  for  the 
last  7  years. 

The  worker  is  doing  better.  The  Ameri- 
can family  is  doing  better  than  it's  ever  done 
before.  The  American  businessman  has 
never  done  so  well  for  so  long. 

For  the  third  year  in  a  row  corporate 
profits  are  rising.  Only  once  before  since 
World  War  II  have  they  risen  even  2  years 
in  a  row.  Since  the  beginning  of  1961, 
corporate  profits  have  increased  by  more  than 
60  percent  after  taxes. 

The  total  income  of  unincorporated  busi- 
nesses is  up  14  percent  over  these  same 
years — an  alltime  record  in  this  country. 

The  slump  in  fixed  investment  by  business 
has  been  broken.  Investment  today  is 
higher  as  a  percentage  of  our  gross  national 
product  than  in  any  of  the  past  6  years. 

American  business  is  modernizing — 
American  business  is  making  new  invest- 
ments to  become  even  more  competitive  in 
the  market  places  at  home  and  around  the 
world. 

One  of  the  businessmen  that  met  here  in 
this  room  with  me  shortly  after  I  became 
President  said  to  me,  "If  you  will  express 
your  confidence  in  us  by  helping  us  pass  a 
new  tax  bill,  we  will  express  our  confidence 
in  our  country  by  taking  this  money  and 
going  out  and  making  capital  investments — 
my  company  alone  will  produce  20,000  new 
jobs  for  you."  I  sat  next  to  him  at  lunch 
the  other  day  and  he  whispered  in  my  ear 
and  said,  "I  have  kept  my  promise.  We 
have  added  22,000  new  jobs  since  the  tax 
bill  was  signed." 

I  might  also  mention — as  a  matter  of 


some  litde  interest  to  you — that  your  stocks 
are  worth  $175  billion  more  today  than 
when  this  expansion  began.  They  are  worth 
$100  billion  more  than  they  were  when  I 
became  President  last  November. 

So  times  are  good — and  you  know  it  and 
I  know  it. 

But  times  are  never  easy — and  I  know  it. 

And  we  must  look  ahead.  For  that  rea- 
son yesterday  I  had  President  Eisenhower's 
Chairman  of  his  Economic  Council  come  to 
visit  with  me.  I  had  President  Truman's 
Chairman  of  Economic  Council  come  to 
visit  with  me — ^his  Council  of  Economic 
Advisers.  I  had  President  Kennedy's  Coun- 
cil come  visit  with  me  and  my  own  Chair- 
man. And  we  all  met  in  that  room  to- 
gether. We  all  love  this  system.  We  want 
to  preserve  it.  We  all  know  that  we  can't 
just  sit  back  with  our  hands  in  our  pockets, 
chewing  gum  in  our  mouth,  and  rocking  in 
a  rocking  chair,  and  let  the  rest  of  the  world 
go  by,  and  enjoy  the  status  quo. 

Our  thinking,  our  looking  ahead,  our 
planning  may  well  determine  whether  the 
middle  of  next  year  we  have  a  dropoff, 
whether  we  have  a  curve  that's  downward. 
And  we  don't  want  to  study  how  to  avoid 
a  recession.  We  want  to  plan  to  keep  our 
prosperity  where  it  is  and  advancing.  And 
all  of  these  able  men  yesterday  agreed  that 
things  look  good  for  this  year  and  at  least 
for  a  substantial  part  of  next  year.  And  we 
discussed  at  some  length  what  we  could  do 
to  meet  our  problems  as  they  appear. 

Most  of  you  have  worked  most  of  your 
lives — you  have  worked  the  longest  hours  of 
anyone  in  your  organization — you  have 
worked  to  build  what  you  have  built,  you 
have  resisted  a  great  many  efforts — to  save 
what  you  have  saved. 

But  you  understand,  as  Lord  Chesterfield 
once  advised  his  son,  that  "few  people  do 
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business  well  who  do  nothing  else." 

And  that  is  why  men  who  are  the  most 
successful  business-builders  are  almost  always 
the  most  active  in  their  community  affairs. 
You  know  men  do  not  protect  or  perpetuate 
what  they  have  built  only  by  watching  over 
the  books — or  reading  over  the  stock  market 
reports. 

The  fruits  of  your  labor  are  secure  only  as 
the  lives  of  the  people  in  your  community  are 
secure.  Your  businesses  prosper  only  as  the 
people  themselves  are  prosperous.  You  are 
successful  only  as  the  community  where  you 
live  is  successful. 

Your  Nation,  as  well  as  your  community, 
needs  the  best  of  your  leadership  now. 

If  life  in  this  land  is  to  have  meaning  for 
all  of  us,  full  and  equal  participation  in  it, 
then  its  promise  cannot  be  denied  to  any 
of  us. 

But  if  we  are  to  progress  together,  we 
must  preserve  together  the  values  and  the 
standards  which  make  this  life  worthwhile 
for  all  of  us. 

Wherever  we  live,  responsible  Americans 
must  never  allow  community  leadership  to 
pass  by  default  to  the  night  riders,  to  the 
men  who  travel  down  the  highways  with 
shotguns  in  their  cars  and  shoot  innocent 
people  driving  along  the  road  to  their  Capi- 
tal, to  the  street  rioters  who  break  the  plate- 
glass  windows  and  take  the  law  into  their 
own  hands. 

Well,  I  am  here  to  say  to  you — and  to  say 
through  you  to  all  the  American  people — and 
ask  your  help  in  saying  that  we  shall  pre- 
serve respect  for  law  and  order  in  this 
country. 

We  preserve  respect  for  law  by  making 
laws  responsive  to  the  people's  needs.  For 
men  who  are  poor,  for  men  who  are  under- 
educated  and  undertrained,  for  men  whose 
rewards  are  small  and  whose  hope  is  scarce, 
preachments  of  respect  for  law  will  never 


be  as  persuasive  as  demonstrations  of  law's 
respect  for  them. 

So  here  in  your  city — and  in  your  Govern- 
ment— we  have  been  attempting  to  do  many 
things  that  are  long  needed  to  lift  off  of  your 
business  the  burdens  of  the  past. 

As  I  told  you,  taxes  have  been  cut. 

As  I  told  you,  spending  has  been  curbed. 
As  I  told  you,  economy  is  the  watchword. 

Earnest  and  honest  efforts  are  being  made 
to  put  to  work  in  Government  new  concepts 
to  produce  more  efficiency  and  to  give  you 
better  management  of  the  public  business 
that  you  pay  for. 

I  believe  that  Government  must  never  be 
either  an  enemy  of  business  nor  a  parasite 
in  business.  I  believe  that  Government  must 
not  remain  neutral  or  unconcerned  with 
business  success  or  the  success  of  the 
workingman. 

Government  should  actively  promote  and 
welcome  the  gains  that  business  makes  in 
the  public  interest — ^just  as  Government 
should  foster  and  welcome  the  gains  the 
people  make. 

Our  one  purpose  here  is  freedom  of  op- 
portunity for  your  business  and  freedom  of 
opportunity  for  the  people  of  this  country. 

So  we  ask  of  you — we  urge  upon  you — ^we 
say  to  you  this  afternoon  here  in  the  first 
house  of  this  land,  the  use  of  your  freedom 
and  your  business  prosperity  to  continue  to 
promote  the  growth  and  the  expansion  of 
this  economy  is  essential.  We  ask  of  you 
the  use  of  your  time  and  your  initiative  in 
the  leadership  of  your  country  when  you  go 
back  home,  and  the  leadership  of  your 
community. 

Your  leadership  at  the  local  level  will  de- 
cide the  quality  of  our  cities.  It  will  decide 
the  quality  of  our  classrooms.  It  will  decide 
what  kind  of  a  countryside  we  have.  It 
will  decide  the  quality  of  life  in  our  Nation 
for  a  century  to  come. 
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The  trust  o£  all  that  has  gone  before  us 
rests  now  upon  you  and  in  your  hands. 

So  I  wanted  to  say  to  you  this  afternoon 
that  I  want  you  to  know  that  I  need,  and 
the  Nation  needs,  the  best  from  you  to  keep 
America  on  its  course  and  to  make  tomorrow 
better  for  all  than  the  past  has  been  for  any. 

We  have  so  much  in  this  country  to  pre- 
serve. We  have  so  much  to  protect.  And, 
in  all  of  our  lavishness  and  in  our  luxury, 
sometimes  we  take  these  things  as  a  matter 
of  fact. 

A  friend  of  mine  that  I  worked  for  when 
I  first  came  to  this  town — 33  years  ago — 
came  in  my  office  a  few  weeks  ago  to  talk 
to  me  about  a  great  big  ranch  that  he  once 
owned  in  Cuba.  I  hope  that  none  of  you 
ever  come  to  talk  to  me  about  property  that 
you  once  owned  in  the  United  States. 

But  whether  we  are  Democrats  or  Repub- 
licans, we  all  believe  in  this  system.  We  are 
all  Americans  first.  And  we  know  that  in 
this  world  in  which  we  live  and  all  of  its 
uncertainties  and  the  pitfalls  that  we  may 
face  tomorrow — as  Secretary  Rusk  described 
those  days  when  we  sat  across  that  table 
with  Russian  missiles  90  miles  from  our 
shores  ready  to  be  launched,  I  thought  of  the 
agonizing  evaluations  that  we  had  to  make, 
and  that  last  day  when  we  left  our  house 
not  knowing  whether  we  would  come  back 
that  night  or  not. 

So  as  we  meet  here  in  this  beautiful  city 
on  the  banks  of  the  Potomac,  in  this  Capital 
of  the  free  world,  we  realize  that  there  are 
two  philosophies  at  each  other's  jugular  in 
the  world. 

The  Russian  people  have  a  desire  for  peace, 
in  my  judgment;  but  they  have  a  different 
philosophy  from  ours.  They  have  more 
people.  They  have  more  land.  They  have 
more  acreage.  They  have  more  of  many  re- 
sources than  we  have. 

And  if  we  are  not  to  be  buried,  if  we  are 


to  survive,  it's  going  to  be  not  because  of  the 
number  of  our  people  or  the  wealth  of  our 
resources  or  the  measurement  of  our  acres. 
It's  going  to  be  because  we  have  a  better 
system  of  government — the  free  enterprise 
system.  A  system  where  a  man  can  take  his 
dollar  and  invest  it  with  the  hope  of  getting 
back  a  small  additional  return;  where  the 
manager  will  get  up  at  daylight  and  work 
'til  midnight  and  develop  stomach  ulcers 
trying  to  avoid  a  strike  and  to  get  the  most 
out  of  those  men  and  match  that  manage- 
ment and  men  and  money  to  produce  a 
better  mousetrap  at  a  smaller  cost;  where  the 
worker  is  worthy  of  his  hire  and  is  not  so 
concerned  about  his  retirement  or  his  social 
security  at  the  moment  as  he  is  about  doing 
a  good  day's  work  and  producing  what  needs 
to  be  produced  in  order  to  compete  with 
his  neighbor. 

And  those  three  working  together — the 
capitalist,  the  manager,  the  worker — ^I  be- 
lieve can  produce  more,  faster,  cheaper  than 
any  commissar  or  any  slave  labor  in  all  the 
world. 

Now  I'm  through. 

I  don't  believe  that  labor  has  to  hate  busi- 
ness. I  don't  believe  that  business  has  to 
snipe  at  labor.  I  know  that  Government, 
which  is  supported  by  both  of  them,  oughtn't 
to  be  fighting  with  either  of  them.  And 
that's  why,  in  the  few  months  that  I  have 
had  in  this  house — we've  had  two  govern- 
ments in  the  last  8  months  and  we  may  have 
another  one — I  know  that  I  want  these  peo- 
ple in  each  segment  of  our  society  to  know 
that  they  are  welcome  here,  that  their  con- 
structive ideas  and  their  constructive  criti- 
cism are  needed  here. 

And  with  the  help  of  God  we  will  per- 
petuate this  system.  And  we  will  preserve 
it.  And  we'll  leave  this  world  a  better  place 
for  our  children  than  we  found  it  for 
ourselves. 
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note:  The  President  spoke  in  midafternoon  in  the 
East  Room  at  the  White  House.  In  the  course  of 
his  remarks  he  referred  to  Secretary  of  Defense 
Robert  S.  McNamara,  Under  Secretary  of  Defense 
Cyrus  R.  Vance,  Chairman  of  the  Council  of  Eco- 


nomic Advisers  Walter  W.  Heller,  Small  Business 
Administrator  Eugene  P.  Foley,  Secretary  of  Com- 
merce Luther  H.  Hodges,  and  Secretary  of  State 
Dean  Rusk. 


532    Statement  by  the  President  on  the  Agreements  for  the 
Establishment  of  a  Global  Communications 
Satellite  System.    August  20,  1964 


OVER  THE  YEARS  of  man's  history  on 
this  earth,  men  have  undertaken  many  ex- 
plorations of  distant  horizons.  But,  in  all 
this  long  span,  no  new  horizon  has  so  clearly 
beckoned  for  nations  to  work  together  as 
the  horizons  of  space. 

Today  it  is  a  cause  of  gratification  among 
men  everywhere  that  ii  nations  are  this 
afternoon  joining  together  to  lay  the  foun- 
dation for  an  immeasurably  valuable  new 
use  of  space  as  medium  for  international 
communications. 

The  two  agreements  signed  today  provide 
for  the  establishment  of  a  global  commercial 
communications  satellite  system.  These 
agreements  are  firm  expressions  of  the  policy 
written  into  the  law  of  our  land  by  the 
will  of  our  people. 

The  United  States — from  the  beginning 
of  the  age  of  space — has  sought  and  encour- 
aged cooperation  among  all  nations  for 
peaceful  and  practical  uses  of  this  new  di- 
mension. These  agreements  fulfill  that  ob- 
jective. 

We  will  continue  to  seek — as  we  have 
sought — the  fullest  measure  of  cooperation 
by  all  nations  on  this  earth  for  the  peaceful 
use  of  the  realms  of  space  around  us. 

These  agreements  are  open  for  signatures 
by  all  countries  that  are  members  of  the 
International  Telecommunication  Union. 
Countries  that  do  not  sign  the  agreements 


will  be  able  to  use  the  global  system. 

The  prospects  for  development  of  com- 
munications systems  in  space  outrun  our 
imagination.  In  the  future,  the  voices,  mes- 
sages, and  pictures  will  span  the  barriers 
of  distance  on  earth  and  bring  men  and 
nations  closer  together  in  understanding  and 
cooperation. 

By  1965  an  experimental  operational 
satellite  is  expected  to  link  North  America 
and  Europe.  In  1966  and  1967  a  system  will 
be  launched  to  provide  global  coverage — for 
the  first  time. 

The  benefits  will  be  many  to  all  of  man- 
kind. 

We  mark  this  day  with  pride  and  confi- 
dence— 'pride  that  nations  are  working  to- 
gether and  we  work  with  them — confidence 
that  from  such  cooperation  will  come  sure 
progress  toward  fulfillment  of  man's  great 
hope  for  finding  in  our  times  the  basis  of 
honorable  and  universal  peace. 

note:  The  agreements  were  reached  at  the  Inter- 
national Conference  to  Establish  Interim  Arrange- 
ments for  a  Global  Commercial  Communication 
Satellite  System,  held  in  Washington,  July  21-24, 
1964.  The  meeting  was  the  culmination  of  a 
series  of  conferences  and  discussions  held  during 
the  previous  year,  and  was  attended  by  representa- 
tives of  18  nations.  The  U.S.  delegation  was  headed 
by  G.  Griffith  Johnson,  Assistant  Secretary  of  State 
for  Economic  Affairs,  who  served  as  chairman. 

The  text  of  the  agreements  and  of  a  communi- 
que issued  at  the  close  of  the  conference  is  printed 
in  the  Department  of  State  Bulletin  (vol.  51,  p.  281). 
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533    Remarks  at  the  Convocation  of  the  National  War  College  and 
the  Industrial  College  of  the  Armed  Forces.    August  21,  1964 


Secretary  Vance,  my  fellow  Americans: 

On  this  occasion,  I  am  privileged  to  speak 
before  an  audience  of  men  who  know  their 
country's  strength  and  its  full  meaning  to 
this  age. 

You  have  come  from  duty  in  Viet-Nam 
and  Korea,  from  the  Disarmament  Agency 
and  SAC,  and  one  of  you  from  our  National 
Security  Council  staff  at  the  White  House. 
You  are  here  because  your  Nation  recognizes 
in  each  of  you  the  presence  and  promise  of 
excellence  in  leadership. 

For  the  years  ahead,  you  are  thinking 
ahead.  You  will  be  studying  the  basis  of 
our  military  policy,  the  broad  context  of  our 
Nation's  widest  objectives,  and  the  total 
world  environment. 

As  you  begin  this  year  let  me  call  upon 
each  of  you  to  challenge  yourself  to  the 
fullest.  In  a  course  like  this  you  must  be 
your  own  pacemaker,  and  only  your  best 
will  repay  the  honor  of  being  chosen  for  this 
service. 

For  your  profession — and  for  mine — ^these 
are  new  and  challenging  times. 

The  next  20  years  will  demand  more  of 
America's  military  men,  America's  diplo- 
mats, and  America's  political  leadership  than 
the  last  200  years  of  our  professions.  To- 
gether we  shall  continue  to  face,  as  we  face 
now,  a  world  in  contest — freedom  against 
totalitarianism,  the  sovereignty  of  the  many 
against  a  sovereign  few,  the  rule  of  law 
against  the  rule  of  men.  In  this  contest 
America's  objectives  will  not  change. 

Abraham  Lincoln  once  said:  "Our  defense 
is  in  the  preservation  of  the  spirit  which 
prizes  liberty  as  the  heritage  of  all  men,  in 
all  lands,  everywhere." 

Our  purpose  in  this  contest  is  to  serve  our 
rightful  interests  while  we  keep  the  peace 


with  honor.  But  it  is  our  purpose  also  to 
nourish  in  other  peoples  **the  spirit  which 
prizes  liberty" — and  to  help  where  we  can 
when  their  liberty  is  in  danger. 

These  purposes  are  unchanging.  But  the 
responsibilities  of  our  Nation  and  the  re- 
sponsibilities of  our  professions  are  changing 
even  now. 

Our  responsibilities  are  changing  in  di- 
mension and  in  depth  both  at  home  and 
abroad.  And  our  most  basic  responsibilities 
are  here  at  home. 

The  world  respects  America's  strength. 
The  world  reacts  and  responds  to  America's 
success.  Everywhere  that  America's  mili- 
tary men  have  been  sent  in  this  century,  the 
way  has  been  made  easier  for  them  by  the 
world's  knowledge  and  the  world's  under- 
standing of  the  triumphant  record  of 
America's  free  society. 

What  a  nation  is  in  the  world  depends 
on  what  a  nation  is  at  home.  This  is  true 
not  only  for  the  United  States  but  true  al- 
most universally  among  nations  of  both  West 
and  East. 

Military  and  diplomatic  policies  and  per- 
formances are  being  influenced  and  are  be- 
ing dominated  by  policies  and  performances 
at  the  center  of  the  political  systems.  This 
is  true  for  free  Europe  and  Eastern  Europe. 
This  is  true  for  Soviet  Russia.  This  is  true 
for  Communist  China.  This  is  clearly  and 
conspicuously  true  for  the  United  States. 

The  strengthened  role  of  the  United  States 
in  the  world  today  depends  directly  on  the 
improvement  achieved  in  the  performance  of 
our  whole  system  since  the  beginning  of 
1961. 

You  know — and  I  do  not  need  to  repeat 
before  you — the  facts  of  the  increase  in  our 
military  strength.   We  have  spent  more  than 
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I30  billion  in  the  last  4  years  attempting  to 
achieve  a  better  defense  strength  than  would 
have  been  spent  had  w^e  followed  the  last 
appropriation  bill  of  i960.  We  are  today 
stronger  in  every  aspect  of  our  defense  than 
we  were  -^Yi  years  ago. 

But  the  effectiveness  of  that  strength,  the 
faith  in  it  among  our  allies,  the  respect  for 
it  among  those  who  have  ambitions  of  ag- 
gression, rests  on  other  sources  as  well. 

The  43  consecutive  months  of  economic 
expansion — the  record  of  the  fullest  employ- 
ment in  American  history,  the  stability  of 
our  prices — wholesale  prices  have  actually 
dropped  during  the  greatest  economic  expan- 
sion in  our  history — the  success  of  our  space 
program,  the  legislative  response  to  both 
long-standing  and  recently  developing 
needs  of  our  society — all  of  these  are  major 
factors  in  the  influence  we  now  exert  for 
freedom  and  that  we  exert  for  peace  around 
the  world. 

The  point  I  am  making  is  vital  for  your 
profession. 

The  military  man  is  many  persons.  He  is 
the  great  captain  who  commands  fleets  and 
air  forces  and  armies.  He  is  the  dedicated 
professional  in  school,  on  patrol,  on  guard. 
He  is  the  draftee  taking  his  turn  at  free- 
dom's watch.  He  is  the  reservist  or  the 
guardsman  leaving  his  home  to  go  to  sum- 
mer training.  He  is  also  in  a  sense  the  civil- 
ian who  devotes  his  mind  and  his  energy  to 
public  service. 

Whoever  he  is,  wherever  he  serves,  the 
man  is  a  product  of  our  whole  society,  and 
he  means  more  to  peace  today  than  he  ever 
meant  before. 

As  Secretary  Vance  observed,  for  more 
than  30  years  my  association  with  the  mili- 
tary has  been  an  intimate  one — as  a  mem- 
ber of  many  congressional  committees,  for 
a  brief  period  on  active  duty  in  World  War 


II,  as  a  member  of  the  National  Security 
Council  when  I  was  Vice  President.  And 
today  as  Commander  in  Chief  nothing  is 
more  gratifying,  nothing  more  reassuring 
than  to  see,  as  I  do  every  day,  the  quality 
of  the  new  generations  of  military  men. 

Our  officers  and  our  enlisted  men  have  no 
true  counterparts  in  military  history.  In  a 
time  of  our  Nation's  greatest  affluence  they 
and  their  families  willingly  and  courageously 
undertake  the  most  Spartan  sacrifices  and 
hardships  for  us  all. 

Around  the  globe  they  are,  in  Emerson's 
words,  the  "brave  men  who  work  while 
others  sleep,  who  dare  while  others  shy." 

They  are  fighting  men — the  best  in  the 
world  today.  But  they  are  also  thinking 
men,  men  whose  mission  is  peace,  men  who 
are  devoted  to  peace,  stern  in  their  respect 
for  our  democratic  values. 

The  military  career  today  demands  a  new 
order  of  talent  and  training  and  imagination 
and  versatility.  Our  military  men  have 
these  qualities  and  they  have  them  in  abun- 
dance. Seventy  percent  of  our  commis- 
sioned officers  are  college  graduates  com- 
pared to  49  percent  in  1952.  Seventy-three 
percent  of  all  of  our  enlisted  men  are  high 
school  graduates  compared  to  53  percent  in 
1952. 

I  believe,  as  I  have  often  said,  that  our 
country  justly  must  and  safely  can  accord 
to  our  American  military  men  a  place  in 
our  society  long  denied  to  soldiers  through- 
out our  history. 

I  very  much  want  our  uniformed  citizens 
to  be  first-class  citizens  in  every  respect.  I 
want  their  wives  and  their  children  to  know 
only  first-class  lives. 

I  am  in  this  regard  directing  the  Secretary 
of  Defense  to  speed  up  his  present  review  of 
such  matters  as  housing  and  medical  care, 
pay  and  allowances,  so  that  we  can  at  the 
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earliest  possible  moment  take  whatever  steps 
both  human  equity  and  national  defense  may 
require  to  enhance  the  standing  and  the 
morale  of  those  who  defend  us. 

I  am  also  directing  the  Secretary  of  De- 
fense to  review  the  educational  systems  and 
major  schools  within  the  services  and  the 
opportunities  now  ojffered  to  continue  ci- 
vilian education  while  still  in  service  in 
order  to  broaden  and  strengthen  these  pro- 
grams. 

One  thing  more: 

I  know  and  you  know  that  in  our  system 
there  is  no  more  sensitive  relationship  than 
that  between  the  military  and  the  political, 
the  military  and  the  civilian  sectors.  En- 
emies of  our  system  have  always  and  will 
always  make  this  relationship  a  point  of 
their  attack  in  their  efforts  to  divide  us  or  to 
implant  distrust  among  us. 

I  want  the  whole  world  to  know  that  in 
this  land  there  is  today  a  strong  mutual  con- 
fidence between  military  men  and  civilian 
political  leaders.    This  is  true  at  every  level. 

I  have  myself  the  highest  sense  of  personal 
trust  for  great  officers  like  General  Wheeler 
and  the  other  members  of  the  Joint  Chiefs  of 
Staff.  I  have  seldom  if  ever  in  my  life  been 
so  inspired  as  by  the  unselfishness  of  Gen. 
Maxwell  Taylor  who  gave  up  the  highest  post 
of  his  profession  to  leave  here  alone  to  serve 
freedom  in  far-off  Viet-Nam  simply  because 
I  indicated  and  implied  that  he  might  be 
useful  there. 

I  am  proud  of  the  service  to  our  national 


defense  which  has  been  rendered  since  1961 
by  dedicated  civilian  officials  too,  under  the 
brilliant  and  driving  leadership  of  a  great 
Secretary  of  Defense,  Robert  McNamara, 
and  an  Under  Secretary  of  Defense,  Cyrus 
Vance.  Our  soldiers  and  our  civilians  are 
one  team. 

In  our  country's  history,  the  oldest  article 
of  faith  is  the  principle  that  we  pursue  to- 
day. Many  others  have  said  it  since,  but 
President  Washington,  our  first  President, 
said  it  first  a  long,  long  time  ago: 

"To  be  prepared  for  war  is  one  of  the 
most  effectual  means  of  preserving  peace." 

This  morning  America's  military  men 
stand  vigil  for  peace  and  freedom — in  West 
Berlin  and  in  South  Viet-Nam,  at  Guan- 
tanamo  and  in  the  7th  Fleet,  in  nuclear  sub- 
marines under  the  sea  and  in  SAC  planes 
high  in  the  skies. 

Wherever  they  patrol,  our  Nation  s  heart 
is  with  them — our  Nation's  life  is  in  their 
hands.  We  pray  God  to  keep  them  and  to 
speed  them  home  in  a  day  of  peace  that 
they  will  have  won. 

Thank  you. 

note:  The  President  spoke  in  midmorning  in  the 
auditorium  of  the  Industrial  College  of  the  Armed 
Forces  at  Ft.  Lesley  J.  McNair,  in  Washington. 
His  opening  words  referred  to  Cyrus  R.  Vance, 
Deputy  Secretary  o£  Defense.  Later  in  his  remarks 
he  referred  to  Gen.  Earle  G.  Wheeler,  Chairman  of 
the  Joint  Chiefs  of  StafF,  Gen.  Maxwell  D.  Taylor, 
Ambassador  to  Viet-Nam  and  former  Chairman, 
Joint  Chiefs  of  StafiF,  and  Robert  S.  McNamara, 
Secretary  of  Defense. 


534    Statement  by  the  President  on  the  Fifth  Anniversary  of 
Statehood  for  Hawaii.    August  21,  1964 


PRESIDENT  JOHNSON  today  noted  the 
fifth  anniversary  of  Statehood  for  Hawaii 
by  hailing  the  Nation's  newest  State  as  "a 
symbol  to  people  everywhere  of  what  it  is 


possible   to   achieve   within   the   American 
system  of  Government." 

The    President    observed    that    Hawaii's 
^VQ:  years  of  Statehood  have  been  marked 
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by  unprecedented  growth  and  prosperity 
and  he  called  attention  to  the  fact  that  in 
this  period  it  has  risen  from  22d  in  per 
capita  income  to  17th  among  the  50  States. 

The  President  also  applauded  Hawaii  for 
its  position  on  civil  rights. 

The  President  disclosed  that  the  Bureau 
of  the  Budget  has  determined  that  285  addi- 
tional acres  of  U.S.  Government  property 
on  the  island  of  Oahu  in  Hawaii  are  no 
longer  needed  by  the  Federal  Government 
and  arrangements  are  being  made  to  transfer 
title  to  the  State.  All  the  land  being  re- 
turned to  the  State  was  originally  donated 
to  the  United  States  by  Hawaii. 

note:  The  statement  was  made  public  as  part  of  a 
White   House   release    announcing   the   completion 


of  the  Budget  Bureau's  review  of  Federal  lands  to 
be  conveyed  to  Hawaii  under  the  Statehood  Act 
of  1959  (73  Stat.  4). 

The  release  added  that  in  the  course  of  its  review 
the  Bureau  of  the  Budget  had  thoroughly  analyzed 
and  assessed  Federal  needs  for  land  in  Hawaii.  A 
major  consideration  in  this  review,  the  release  noted, 
was  the  disposition  of  thousands  of  acres  of  State 
lands  which  were  used  under  license  by  the  Armed 
Forces.  The  Statehood  Act  authorized  setting  such 
lands  aside  in  Federal  ownership.  However,  by 
negotiating  satisfactory  long-term  leases  for  these 
lands  it  was  possible  to  leave  ownership  of  more 
than  30,000  acres  with  the  State. 

Another  major  result  of  the  review,  the  release 
further  stated,  was  the  enactment  of  Public  Law 
88-233  of  December  23,  1963,  which  would  over- 
come an  inequity  created  by  provisions  of  the  Hawaii 
Statehood  Act  by  recognizing  Hawaii's  claim  to 
certain  lands  which  the  Republic  and  Territory  of 
Hawaii  had  given  to  the  United  States  without 
charge. 


535    Remarks  Upon  Awarding  the  Silver  Star  Posthumously  to 
Sgt,  Harry  A.  Walling.    August  22,  1964 


Mrs,  Walling,  ladies  and  gentlemen: 

On  the  19th  day  of  June,  this  year,  a  young 
and  brave  American  set  out  into  the  jungles 
of  a  distant  land — half-a-world  away.  He 
walked  at  the  side  of  a  patrol  of  young  and 
brave  Vietnamese.  Their  purpose — and 
his — was  to  defend  freedom  against  its  ag- 
gressors. 

The  name  of  that  American  was  Harry  A. 
Walling. 

He  was  a  sergeant  of  the  United  States 
Army — a  proud  member  of  the  proud 
Special  Forces  who  wear  the  green  beret. 

When  the  Vietnamese  patrol  came  under 
attack,  the  only  thought  of  Sergeant  Walling 
was  for  the  patrol — and  for  its  success.  He 
gave  no  thought  to  safety  or  to  self.  Those 
who  recovered  his  body  found  that — before 
he  died — Sergeant  Walling  had  fired  his 
every  round  of  ammunition. 

We  have  come  today  to  bestow  upon  Ser- 
geant Walling  one  of  our  country's  highest 


honors.  No  medal,  no  words,  no  eulogy  of 
ours  can  honor  him  so  highly  as  he  has 
honored  our  country  and  our  cause.  But  we 
can — and  we  must  always — honor  ourselves 
by  working  everywhere  we  can,  in  every 
way  we  can,  for  a  world  of  peace  in  which 
the  young  and  the  brave  need  not  die  in 
war. 

When  Sergeant  Walling  fell,  he  left  be- 
hind his  young  widow  and  three  young  chil- 
dren— ^the  oldest  age  3,  the  youngest  now  4 
months  old.  Mrs.  Walling's  bravery  is  no 
less  than  her  husband's. 

Two  nights  after  she  learned  her  husband 
would  never  return,  Mrs.  Walling  wrote  out 
a  message  to  the  other  wives  of  her  husband's 
unit.  That  remarkable  letter  has  deeply 
touched  all  who  have  read  it — including  the 
Commander  in  Chief.  I  would  like  to  read 
these  lines  from  it: 

"I  know  that  you  are  all  afraid  for  your 
husbands  and  you  love  them  as  much  as  I 
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loved  my  husband.  He  loved  me  just  as 
your  husbands  do  you,  and  he  didn't  want  to 
die.  He  had  so  much  to  live  for.  But  he 
w^as  a  brave  man  and  a  fighting  man.  .  .  . 
My  husband  died  for  v^hat  he  believed  in, 
and  if  he  had  a  choice  of  where  and  how  he 
would  die,  he  would  choose  the  same  place — 
fighting  for  a  decent  world  for  his  children 
to  grow  up  in.  .  .  . 

**So  don't  let  the  world,  the  loneliness,  the 
despair  and  the  fear  get  you  down.  Stand 
as  tall  as  that  man  of  yours  who  wears  the 
beret  and  thank  God  you  got  him.  .  .  . 
My  prayers  are  that  all  of  your  husbands 


come  home  to  you  safe  and  well." 

I  am  proud  now  on  behalf  of  the  Nation 
to  bestow  the  Silver  Star,  posthumously, 
upon  Sergeant  Harry  A.  Walling. 

The  distinguished  Acting  Secretary  of  De- 
fense, Mr.  Vance,  will  read  the  citation. 

note:  The  President  spoke  shortly  after  noon  in 
the  Rose  Garden  at  the  White  House.  His  opening 
words  referred  to  Mrs.  Harry  A.  Walling,  who  ac- 
cepted the  award  on  behalf  of  her  husband.  Among 
others  present  were  Maj.  Gen.  William  P.  Yarbor- 
ough,  Commanding  General  of  the  John  F.  Ken- 
nedy Special  Warfare  Center  at  Ft.  Bragg,  N.C., 
and  a  group  of  13  Special  Forces  sergeants  he 
brought  with  him  for  the  ceremony. 


536    Remarks  to  a  Group  of  Democratic  Governors. 
August  22,  1964 


Distinguished  Governors,  ladies  and  gentle- 
men: 

On  this  day  9  months  ago  at  very  nearly 
this  same  hour  in  the  afternoon,  the  duties  of 
this  office  were  thrust  upon  me  by  a  terrible 
moment  in  our  national  history. 

I  pledged  then  to  continue  the  work  that 
had  been  begun  by  the  great  and  gallant 
American  who  fell  on  that  tragic  day — 
John  Fitzgerald  Kennedy. 

The  work  of  this  Nation  is  not  complete. 
But  when  this  session  of  Congress  is  ended, 
I  believe  that  we  shall  be  able  to  say  that 
that  pledge  of  last  November  has  been  re- 
deemed. 

In  a  world  of  peril  America  has  kept  the 
peace.  We  have  widened  no  war.  We  have 
embarked  on  no  expeditions.  When  aggres- 
sion has  been  unleashed  against  us,  we  have 
given  it  reply. 

Today,  all  nations  know — no  nation 
doubts — America's  resolve  and  determina- 
tion to  defend  freedom  and  to  keep  the 
peace  in  the  world. 

For  43  consecutive  months,  we  have  en- 


joyed the  longest  and  the  largest  economic 
gain  in  American  history.  These  years  from 
1 96 1  to  1964  have  been  the  most  prosperous 
American  families  have  ever  known  and  the 
most  prosperous  that  the  system  of  Amer- 
ican free  enterprise  has  ever  known. 

But,  more  than  that,  we  have  in  these 
short  months  found  answers  to  issues  which 
have  perplexed  and  troubled  generations  of 
Americans  since  the  last  century. 

The  second  session  of  the  88th  Congress 
has  been  the  most  productive  and  the  most 
constructive  in  our  Nation's  life. 

This  is  patriotism — for  men  never  serve 
their  nation  more  nobly  than  when  they 
serve  the  success  of  their  nation's  system. 
This  we  have  done  these  9  months  as  one 
nation  and  as  one  people  undivided  and 
indivisible. 

Others  may  believe  and  others  may  say 
that  the  people  of  America  want  to  pursue 
some  other  way,  but  I  do  not  and  I  cannot 
agree.  I  do  not  believe  the  people  of  this 
country  want  to  turn  aside  from  this  course 
of  sure  success — to  risk  war  or  to  gamble 
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with  peace — to  place  their  prosperity  in  peril 
or  their  well-being  in  doubt — to  reopen  old 
questions  that  are  now  resolved  or  to  fail  to 
face  new  questions  that  are  now  imposed — 
and  that  is  why  I  believe  it  is  fitting  today 
for  you  and  I  as  chief  executives  of  the 
majority  of  the  States  and  as  chief  executive 
of  the  Nation  to  spend  these  moments  now 
looking  ahead. 

What  are  the  opportunities  of  our  times 
and  what  are  our  obligations? 

What  is  required  of  us  all  if  we  are  to 
keep  the  public  trust  which  is  ours  ? 

I  find  myself  recalling  what  John  Adams 
once  wrote  to  Thomas  Jefferson  many  long 
years  ago:  "While  all  of  the  sciences  have 
advanced,  that  of  Government  is  still  at  a 
standstill — little  better  understood,  little 
better  practiced  than  3,000  or  4,000  years 
ago." 

Well,  that,  I  believe,  is  our  challenge 
today. 

If  this  new  Nation,  this  new  population, 
this  new  economy,  America's  new  position 
in  the  world  are  to  be  served,  we  must  have 
and  we  must  practice  a  new  politics,  a  new 
kind,  a  new  quality  of  public  service,  and 
I  think  a  new  kind  and  character  of 
partisanship. 

Labels  won't  serve  us — and  labels  won't 
save  us.  "Isms"  will  not  make  America 
stronger  and  "isms"  will  not  make  peace 
more  secure.  A  time  has  come  for  public 
servants  to  be  just  that — servants  of  all  the 
people,  solving  the  peoples'  problems  instead 
of  exploiting  the  peoples'  troubles,  bringing 
the  people  together  instead  of  dividing  them 
apart. 

Our  responsibilities — yours  and  mine — 
seem  to  me  to  be  clear. 

We  have  a  duty — wherever  we  work — ^to 
lighten  the  load  that  our  people  must  bear 
for  the  costs  of  the  public  programs  by  mak- 
ing sure  that  we  receive  a  dollar's  worth  of 


value  for  every  dollar  we  spend.  We  are 
doing  that  in  your  Federal  Government. 

We  have  a  duty — wherever  we  work — to 
maintain  in  our  Government  compassion 
and  concern  and  always  the  highest  order  of 
competence. 

We  have  a  duty — wherever  we  serve — to 
maintain  respect  for  law  and  order,  to  sum- 
mon up  the  best  in  our  people,  to  put  down 
the  worst  that  would  divide  us  and  destroy 
us  all. 

We  have  a  duty — wherever  we  serve — to 
maintain,  as  our  forefathers  did,  a  decent 
respect  for  the  opinions  of  mankind. 

We  must  make  sure  that  none  abroad 
and  none  at  home  misunderstand  the  will 
of  American  mothers  and  fathers  that  this 
generation  of  their  sons  shall  fight  the  bat- 
tles of  peace  and  not  the  battles  of  unneces- 
sary wars. 

We  must  likewise  make  sure  that  none 
misunderstand  in  our  land  or  in  any  other 
land  that  the  strength  that  we  have  is 
strength  that  we  shall  use  to  keep  the  free- 
dom and  to  make  it  secure  in  our  times. 

Since  that  day  last  November,  I  have  been 
very,  very  proud  of  the  people  of  your  land 
and  mine.  From  the  moment  of  deep 
tragedy  they  have  risen  to  new  heights  of 
triumph.  Fate  has  placed  upon  me  great 
responsibilities  for  their  success,  for  their 
security  and,  yes,  finally,  for  their  safety. 

I  have  sought  with  all  that  is  within  me  to 
serve  that  trust  and  to  serve  it  to  the  fullest. 
So  long  as  I  am  their  servant,  I  shall  work 
in  no  other  way  than  for  their  peace,  their 
prosperity,  and  their  progress  toward  a  new 
day,  a  finer  day,  and  a  better  day. 

In  that  work  I  am  pleased  to  be  joined 
by  the  able  chief  executives  of  more  than 
30  of  our  sovereign  States  here  in  the  East 
Room  of  the  White  House  this  afternoon. 

In  this  coming  week,  our  party — ^your 
party  and  mine — will  meet  in  convention 
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to  express  its  will.  I  do  not  know  what  de- 
cisions the  delegates  will  reach,  but  it  is  my 
hope  and  it  is  my  expectation  that  they  will 
pledge  our  party  to  freedom,  to  peace,  to 
freedom  for  all  nations,  to  peace  for  all 
peoples. 

The  goals  of  our  party  should  be  the  goals 
of  our  Nation.    Those  are  the  unchanging 


goals  of  our  Nation  in  these  times  and  in 
this  changing  era. 
Thank  you  very  much. 

note:  The  President  spoke  early  in  the  afternoon  in 
the  East  Room  at  the  White  House. 

Earlier  in  the  day  the  White  House  released  a  list 
of  the  30  Democratic  Governors  who  were  expected 
to  meet  with  the  President. 


53  7    Letter  to  the  Attorney  General 
Delinquency  in  the  District  of 

[  Released  August  22,  1964. 

Dear  Mr.  Attorney  General: 

Thank  you  for  your  letter  on  behalf  of  the 
Committee  on  Juvenile  Delinquency  and 
Youth  Crime  and  the  program  proposed  by 
Washington  Action  for  Youth  for  an  attack 
on  juvenile  delinquency  in  the  District  of 
Columbia. 

I  am  pleased  to  know  that  the  program 
prepared  by  the  citizens  of  the  District  and 
approved  by  the  Committee  will  attack  the 
underlying  causes  of  delinquency  as  well  as 
try  to  improve  the  methods  of  dealing  with 
children  already  in  trouble  with  the  law. 
I  am  also  pleased  that  the  program  is  de- 
signed to  stimulate  all  parts  of  the  commu- 
nity to  join  in  this  battle,  for  it  cannot  be 
won  unless  the  total  community  is  willing 
and  enabled  to  help.  In  addition,  I  believe 
it  makes  sense  to  coordinate  the  juvenile 
delinquency  program  through  the  United 
Planning  Organization  with  the  work  al- 
ready being  done  in  the  Washington  area 
by  the  Ford  Foundation  and  the  work  which 
can  be  undertaken  here  to  attack  poverty 
under  the  Economic  Opportunity  Act  of 
1964. 

The  Federal  Government  has  properly 
been  concerned,  through  your  Committee, 
with  the  preparation  of  this  program.  It 
must  be  no  less  concerned  that  it  cooperate 
fully  in  implementing  it.    To  this  end,  I 


on  a  Program  To  Combat  Juvenile 
Columbia.    August  22,  1964 

Dated  August  i8,  1964  ] 

request  that  you,  together  with  the  Secre- 
taries of  Commerce,  Labor,  and  Health, 
Education,  and  Welfare,  and  the  Admin- 
istrator of  the  Housing  and  Home  Finance 
Agency,  each  appoint  one  or  two  persons 
from  your  respective  staffs  to  a  group  that 
will  see  to  it  that  every  possible  Federal  aid 
is  given  to  the  Washington  program.  I 
have  asked  Mr.  Charles  Horsky,  my  Advisor 
for  National  Capital  Affairs,  to  serve  as 
chairman  of  the  group,  and  to  keep  me 
personally  advised  as  to  the  progress  of  the 
program. 

May  I  take  this  occasion  to  extend  my  grat- 
itude to  the  members  of  the  Committee  on 
Juvenile  Delinquency  and  Youth  Crime,  and 
to  all  who  are  working  for  and  with  the 
Committee,  for  the  efforts  you  have  made 
in  this  vital  area. 
Sincerely, 

Lyndon  B.  Johnson 

[Honorable  Robert  F.  Kennedy,  The  Attorney  Gen- 
eral, Washington,  D.C.] 

note:  The  Attorney  General's  letter,  also  made  pub- 
lic, stated  that  the  program  was  prepared  by  District 
of  Columbia  citizens  and  officials  under  a  planning 
grant  from  the  President's  Committee  on  Juvenile 
Delinquency  and  Youth  Crime,  and  that  the  pro- 
gram had  been  approved  by  the  Committee. 

The  letter  further  stated  that  the  Committee  be- 
lieved that  the  Nation's  capital  could  and  should  be 
a  leader  in  demonstrating  that  juvenile  delinquency 

1005 


[537]    Aug.  22 


Public  Papers  of  the  Presidents 


is  not  an  incurable  social  cancer.  "To  this  end," 
the  letter  continued,  "we  have  taken  steps  to  insure 
that  the  experience  already  available  from  demon- 
stration programs  in  other  cities  has  been  fully 
exploited  in  the  preparation  of  this  .  .  .  program 
for  the  District.  We  are  encouraged  to  know 
that  the  Congress  shares  our  view,  and  has  au- 
thorized an  appropriation  of  $5,000,000   to  carry 


out  the  District  program." 

The  letter  concluded  by  stating  that  the  program 
was  designed  for  a  target  area,  the  Cardozo  area, 
in  the  inner  city,  and  that  it  would  form  a  vital 
part  of  a  larger  program  financed  under  the  poverty 
bill  and  a  grant  from  the  Ford  Foundation  which 
would  extend  throughout  the  entire  metropolitan 
area. 


538    Remarks  Upon  Signing  Bill  Permitting  Private  Ownership 
of  Nuclear  Materials.    August  26,  1964 


Chairman  Seaborg,  ladies  and  gentlemen: 

The  measure  before  me  now  represents 
the  most  significant  amendment  to  the 
atomic  energy  legislation  that  has  been 
passed  since  1954. 

For  the  first  time,  it  will  allow  private 
ownership  in  the  United  States  of  special 
nuclear  materials — ^the  materials  used  as 
fuels  for  nuclear  plants. 

We  have  made  the  most  substantial 
progress  in  this  Nation  since  1954  in  de- 
veloping peaceful  application  of  atomic 
energy  particularly  in  the  generation  of 
electric  power  with  nuclear  reactors. 

The  new  law  recognizes  that  great  ad- 
vance and  that  progress.  We  are  eliminating 
the  statutory  requirement  that  the  Federal 
Government  own  all  special  nuclear  ma- 
terial within  the  United  States — a  require- 
ment that  we  feel  is  no  longer  appropriate 
for  our  growing  civilian  industry. 

At  the  same  time,  we  continue  to  insure 
the  necessary  control  of  nuclear  material 
by  the  Government  to  meet  present  and 
future  responsibilities  abroad  and  here  at 
home. 

The  legislation  that  we  are  acting  upon 
this  morning  involves  the  very  finest  team- 
work between  the  executive  branch  and  the 
Congress.  I  am  pleased  that  it  enjoyed  com- 
plete bipartisan  support. 

I  am  happy  to  see  many  of  my  friends 
from  the  Congress  here  this  morning,  and 


I  especially  wish  that  Senator  Pastore,  Chair- 
man of  the  Joint  Committee  on  Atomic 
Energy,  could  be  here,  for  he  deserves  a 
substantial  share  of  the  credit  for  our  legis- 
lation. I  trust  that  you  may  forgive  him 
for  performing  another  mission  and  under- 
stand his  absence  on  this  occasion. 

I  am  very  glad,  however,  that  Congress- 
man Holifield  who  performed  diligently  4 
years  ago  in  a  similar  capacity  is  here  with 
us  this  morning  and  others  who  have  worked 
on  this  legislation  are  also  present. 

The  new  law  will  fully  protect  the  na- 
tional and  international  interests  of  the 
United  States.  It  will  meet  the  needs  and 
the  desires  of  private  enterprise  at  the  same 
time.  By  any  measure,  this  legislation  dem- 
onstrates the  highest  order  of  responsibility 
within  our  system.  It  is  a  compliment  to  all 
men  and  women  of  both  parties  who  con- 
tributed to  its  passage. 

I  believe  that  this  law  represents  still 
another  major  step  in  this  Nation's  efforts  to 
achieve  full  use  of  the  force  of  the  atom  for 
peaceful  purposes  to  the  benefit  of  all  man- 
kind. That  is  our  objective  and  our  prayer, 
and  all  of  our  efforts  will  be  directed  along 
those  lines.  I  welcome  you  here  for  this 
signing  ceremony,  and  this  is  a  very  eventful 
day  for  all  of  us. 

note:  The  President  spoke  shortly  before  noon  in 
the  Cabinet  Room  at  the  White  House.  His  open- 
ing words  referred  to  Glenn  T.  Seaborg,  Chairman 
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of  the  Atomic  Energy  Commission.  Later  he  re- 
ferred to  Senator  John  O.  Pastore  of  Rhode  Island 
and  Representative  Chet  Holifield  of  CaUfornia. 


As  enacted,  the  bill   (S.  3075)   is  Public  Law 
8-489  (78  Stat.  602). 


539    The  President's  News  Conference  Before  Departing  for  Atlantic 
City  for  the  National  Convention.    August  26,  1964 


THE  PRESIDENT.  I  am  sorry  to  have  delayed 
you.  We  are  going  over  and  get  a  little 
hors  d'oeuvre  and  sandwich,  in  a  moment, 
and  then  v^e  are  going  to  Atlantic  City. 
Those  who  want  to  go,  talk  to  George,^  and 
if  we  have  room  in  our  plane  I  will  be  glad 
to  have  you  go  with  us  under  the  regular 
rules  that  you  follow. 

I  was  delayed  in  getting  to  you.  I 
thought  we  would  be  out  of  here  before,  but 
I  had  to  visit  with  Secretary  Rusk,  Secretary 
McNamara,  and  Mr.  Bundy  on  another  mat- 
ter.^   That  held  us  some. 

I  have  this  afternoon  talked  to  some  peo- 
ple and  have  others  in  to  see  me.  That  is 
one  reason  why  I  am  running  a  little  bit  late. 
We  will  have  our  hors  d  oeuvres  and  we 
will  cut  our  birthday  party  short. 

My  reason  for  going  up  there  is  to  make 
an  announcement  which  I  expect  I  will  make 
sometime  between  9  and  10  o'clock. 

Q.  When? 

THE  PRESIDENT.  Between  9  and  10  o'clock. 
That  announcement  will  be  my  recommen- 
dation to  the  convention  on  a  running  mate. 

[Ai  this  point  the  President  spo\e  o#  the  record. 1 

Q.  How  will  you  make  that  recommenda- 
tion, sir? 

THE  PRESIDENT.  I  wiU  point  out  what  I 
have  considered,  who  I  have  talked  to,  the 
factors  that  have  entered  into  it,  and  then  I 
will  make  my  suggestion. 

^George  E.  Reedy,  Press  Secretary  to  the 
President. 

^Secretary  of  State  Dean  Rusk,  Secretary  of  De- 
fense Robert  S.  McNamara,  and  McGeorge  Bundy, 
Special  Assistant  to  the  President. 


I  expect  to  do  that  in  an  open  convention 
after  they  nominate,  if  they  nominate  and 
make  the  nomination  speeches  for  me,  and 
after  they  take  action  on  those  nominations. 

Q.  Will  this  be  at  the  Convention  Hall? 

THE  PRESIDENT.  This  will  be  at  the  con- 
vention tonight. 

Q.  Will  you  return  tonight? 

THE  PRESIDENT.  Yes,  and  we  will  be  back 
in  the  salt  mines  tonight. 

Q.  Privately,  before  you  make  any  an- 
nouncement in  Adantic  City,  will  you  advise 
the  person  whom  you  will  recommend  to 
be  your  running  mate? 

THE  PRESIDENT.  I  havc  not  gone  into  that. 
I  have  not  thought  of  it.  I  will  think  of  it 
and  you  will  be  on  the  plane,  so  you  can  ask 
me,  and  I  will  let  you  know  what  I  decide — 
if  you  are  available.  I  don't  know  whether 
I  can  reach  him. 

Q.  You  don't  know? 

THE  PRESIDENT.  I  wiU  make  the  announce- 
ment between  9  and  10  o'clock. 

Q.  But  you  have  made  up  your  mind? 

THE  PRESIDENT.  Yes,  I  have.  This  is  the 
first  time  I  have  said  it. 

Q.  What  time  did  you  make  up  your 
mind,  Mr.  President? 

THE  PRESIDENT.  I  just  Stand  ou  the  previ- 
ous statement.  I  found  out  today  that  you 
ask  real  tough  questions.  That  little  clari- 
fying statement  of  yours  got  me  into  trouble. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  what  time  do  you  plan 
to  take  ofl  for  Atlantic  City? 

THE  PRESIDENT.  After  we  get  an  hors 
d'oeuvre  and  get  some  planes,  and  get  me 
there  in  time  for  9:15.    If  we  work  it  out. 
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we  will  go  in  Air  Force  One.  If  there  are 
too  many,  I  will  go  in  the  Jet  Star  and 
you  can  go  in  a  second  plane,  but  you  will 
have  to  reimburse  the  Air  Force.  Does  any- 
one know  how  many  we  can  haul  in  Air 
Force  One?  See  if  we  can't  have  a  followup 
plane.  How  many  want  to  go?  Hold  up 
those  hands  and  somebody  count  them. 

Mr.  Valenti:  ^  About  35. 

THE  PRESIDENT.  I  would  ask  them  to  have 
a  followup  plane,  and  those  who  go  up  with 
me  can  come  back  on  the  followup  plane, 
and  those  who  are  going  up  in  the  other 
plane  can  come  back  with  me.  I  don't  want 
to  make  anybody  go  with  me  both  ways. 

®  Jack  Valenti,  Special  Consultant  to  the  President. 


Tell  the  Secret  Service,  Jack.    If  they  can 
satisfy  this  many,  they  will  have  to  be  very 
special  people. 
Reporter:  Thank  you,  Mr.  President. 

note:  President  Johnson's  twenty-eighth  news  con- 
ference was  held  in  his  office  at  the  White  House  at 
7  p.m.  on  Wednesday,  August  26,  1964. 

Earlier  in  the  day  the  White  House  released  the 
following  statement,  signed  by  four  examining 
physicians: 

"President  Lyndon  B.  Johnson  has  no  symptoms. 
His  exercise  tolerance  continues  to  be  superb.  Phys- 
ical examination,  including  the  examination  of  the 
eyes,  lungs,  heart,  abdomen,  lower  intestinal  tract, 
and  reflexes,  is  normal.  His  blood  pressure  is 
normal.  .  .  . 

"There  is  no  health  reason  why  he  should  not 
continue  an  active  vigorous  life." 


540    Remarks  Before  the  National  Convention  Upon  Recommending 
the  Nomination  of  Hubert  Humphrey  as  Vice  President. 
August  265  1964 


Mr,  Chairman,  my  fellow  Americans,  my 
fellow  Democrats,  columnists  and  commen- 
tators: 

It  is  wonderful  to  be  here  with  you  tonight, 
but  do  we  really  need  all  of  these  lights  on.? 

I  thank  the  convention  for  the  honor  it 
has  done  me.  I  will  be  with  you  tomorrow 
to  begin  the  march  toward  an  overwhelming 
victory  for  our  party  and  for  our  Nation. 

Four  years  ago  one  of  our  greatest  Ameri- 
cans stood  before  this  Democratic  Conven- 
tion, John  F.  Kennedy  of  the  State  of  Massa- 
chusetts. We  grieved  at  his  loss,  but  we 
carried  on,  and  we  have  fulfilled  his  pro- 
gram without  flinching  for  one  moment. 

In  the  last  3  days,  the  noble  Democrats 
who  are  delegates  to  this  convention  have 
made  a  great  start  toward  a  great  Democratic 
victory.  You  have  built  a  platform  on 
which  I  am  proud  to  stand,  a  platform  built 
on  solid  performance  and  framed  for  a  future 
of  prosperity  and  peace. 


In  your  settlement  of  the  problems  of 
credentials,  you  have  found  a  fair  answer 
to  honest  differences  among  honorable  men. 
You  have  struck  a  magnificent  keynote 
through  the  eloquence  of  the  gifted  Senator 
from  Rhode  Island,  John  Pastore.  You  have 
reaffirmed  our  enduring  values  through  your 
wise  and  beloved  permanent  Chairman,  Mr. 
Rayburn's  friend  and  his  worthy  successor. 
Speaker  John  McCormack  of  the  State  of 
Massachusetts. 

No  chairman  of  any  Platform  Committee 
ever  guided  a  committee  better  or  a  party 
better  than  the  Honorable  Carl  Albert  of  the 
State  of  Oklahoma. 

Well,  I,  too,  have  been  working  to  carry 
out  my  obligations  under  a  very  old  Ameri- 
can tradition,  for  it  is  the  traditional  task  of 
your  Presidential  nominee  to  recommend  for 
your  deliberation  a  candidate  for  Vice  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States. 

I  have  such  a  recommendation.    I  have 
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reached  it  after  consultations  with  the  lead- 
ers of  the  Democratic  Party  in  every  section 
of  this  Nation,  and  at  every  level  of  our  Gov- 
ernment. I  have  reached  it  after  discussions 
with  outstanding  Americans  in  every  area 
of  our  national  life.  I  have  reached  it  after 
long  and  prayerful  private  thought,  con- 
sulting my  own  experience  of  that  office,  and 
the  burdens  that  it  brings. 

All  of  this  has  had  a  single  guide — to  find 
a  man  best  qualified  to  assume  the  office  of 
President  of  the  United  States  should  that 
day  come.    I  have  found  such  a  man. 

He  has  been  tested  and  proven  in  our 
Democratic  process  of  political  campaign 
and  election.  He  has  had  long  and  dis- 
tinguished experience  in  public  life  as  an 
executive  and  as  a  legislator.  And  every 
step  has  been  marked  by  excellence  and 
achievement. 

He  knows  the  problems  of  all  of  our 
people  in  every  part  of  our  Nation.  He 
knows  the  world  and  he  knows  its  problems, 
and  he  has  shown  understanding  and  a  deep 
concern  for  the  strength  of  our  country 
and  for  the  peace  of  the  world.  He  matches 
energy  in  the  right  with  compassion  for  the 
needs  of  others.  He  matches  strong  con- 
victions with  understanding  of  the  convic- 
tions of  others. 

If  you  select  him,  you  can  proudly  say  to 
the  American  people,  "This  is  not  a  sectional 
choice."  This  is  not  just  merely  the  way 
to  balance  the  ticket.  This  is  simply  the  best 
man  in  America  for  this  job. 


The  qualities  that  he  brings  to  office  will 
help  make  the  Vice  Presidency  an  important 
instrument  of  the  executive  branch.  From 
that  office  he  can  help  connect  Congress  to 
the  White  House,  and  he  can  help  carry 
America  around  the  world. 

I  want  to  say  to  you  that  I  will  feel 
strengthened  knowing  that  he  is  at  my  side 
at  all  times  in  the  great  work  of  your  coun- 
try and  your  Government. 

Nothing  has  given  me  greater  support  in 
the  past  9  months  than  my  knowledge  of 
President  Kennedy's  confidence  that  I  could 
continue  the  task  that  he  began.  I  have 
found  a  man  that  I  can  trust  in  the  same 
way.  This  confidence  and  this  recommen- 
dation are  not  mine  alone.  They  represent 
the  enthusiastic  conviction  of  the  great  ma- 
jority of  the  Democratic  Party  in  the  United 
States. 

They  will,  I  believe — they  will,  I  am 
sure,  receive  the  overwhelming  support  of 
the  American  people.  I  hope  that  you  will 
choose  as  the  next  Vice  President  of  the 
United  States  my  close,  my  longtime,  my 
trusted  colleague.  Senator  Hubert  Hum- 
phrey of  Minnesota. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  the  Democratic  Na- 
tional Convention  in  Convention  Hall  at  Atlantic 
City,  N.J.  In  his  opening  words  he  referred  to 
Speaker  of  the  House  John  W.  McCormack  of 
Massachusetts,  permanent  chairman  of  the  Con- 
vention. Later  he  referred  to  Senator  John  O. 
Pastore  of  Rhode  Island,  keynote  speaker  at  the 
Convention,  and  House  Majority  Leader  Carl  Albert 
of  Oklahoma,  platform  chairman. 


541    Remarks  Before  the  National  Convention  Upon  Accepting 
the  Nomination.    August  27,  1964 

Chairman  McCormac\,  my  fellow  Amer-  And  I  thank  you,  I  thank  you  from  the 

icans:  bottom  of  my  heart  for  placing  at  my  side 

I  accept  your  nomination.  the  man  that  last  night  you  so  wisely  selected 

I  accept  the  duty  of  leading  this  party  to  to  be  the  next  Vice  President  of  the  United 

victory  this  year.  States. 
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I  know  I  speak  for  each  of  you  and  all  of 
you  when  I  say  he  proved  himself  tonight 
in  that  great  acceptance  speech.  And  I  speak 
for  both  of  us  when  I  tell  you  that  from 
Monday  on  he  is  going  to  be  available  for 
such  speeches  in  all  50  States! 

We  will  try  to  lead  you  as  we  were  led 
by  that  great  champion  of  freedom,  the  man 
from  Independence,  Harry  S.  Truman. 

But  the  gladness  of  this  high  occasion 
cannot  mask  the  sorrow  which  shares  our 
hearts.  So  let  us  here  tonight,  each  of  us, 
all  of  us,  rededicate  ourselves  to  keeping 
burning  the  golden  torch  of  promise  which 
John  Fitzgerald  Kennedy  set  aflame. 

And  let  none  of  us  stop  to  rest  until  we 
have  written  into  the  law  of  the  land  all  the 
suggestions  that  made  up  the  John  Fitz- 
gerald Kennedy  program.  And  then  let  us 
continue  to  supplement  that  program  with 
the  kind  of  laws  that  he  would  have  us 
write. 

Tonight  we  offer  ourselves — on  our  rec- 
ord and  by  our  platform — as  a  party  for  all 
Americans,  an  all-American  party  for  all 
Americans.  This  prosperous  people,  this 
land  of  reasonable  men,  has  no  place  for 
petty  partisanship  or  peevish  prejudice.  The 
needs  of  all  can  never  be  met  by  parties  of 
the  few.  The  needs  of  all  cannot  be  met 
by  a  business  party  or  a  labor  party,  not  by  a 
war  party  or  a  peace  party,  not  by  a  southern 
party  or  a  northern  party. 

Our  deeds  will  meet  our  needs  only  if  we 
are  served  by  a  party  which  serves  all  our 
people. 

We  are  members  together  of  such  a  party, 
the  Democratic  Party  of  1964. 

We  have  written  a  proud  record  of  ac- 
complishments for  all  Americans. 

If  any  ask  what  we  have  done,  just  let 
them  look  at  what  we  promised  to  do.  For 
those  promises  have  become  our  deeds. 
And  the  promises  of  tonight  I  can  assure 


you  will  become  the  deeds  of  tomorrow. 

We  are  in  the  midst  of  the  largest  and 
the  longest  period  of  peacetime  prosperity  in 
our  history.  And  almost  every  American 
listening  to  us  tonight  has  seen  the  results 
in  his  own  life. 

But  prosperity  for  most  has  not  brought 
prosperity  to  all.  And  those  who  have  re- 
ceived the  bounty  of  this  land — who  sit  to- 
night secure  in  affluence  and  safe  in  power — 
must  not  now  turn  from  the  needs  of  their 
neighbors. 

Our  party  and  our  Nation  will  continue 
to  extend  the  hand  of  compassion  and  the 
hand  of  affection  and  love  to  the  old  and  the 
sick  and  the  hungry.  For  who  among  us 
dares  to  betray  the  command:  "Thou  shalt 
open  thine  hand — unto  thy  brother,  to  thy 
poor,  and  to  thy  needy,  in  thy  land." 

The  needs  that  we  seek  to  fill,  the  hopes 
that  we  seek  to  realize,  are  not  our  needs, 
our  hopes  alone.  They  are  the  needs  and 
hopes  of  most  of  the  people. 

Most  Americans  want  medical  care  for 
older  citizens.     And  so  do  I. 

Most  Americans  want  fair  and  stable 
prices  and  decent  incomes  for  our  farmers. 
And  so  do  I. 

Most  Americans  want  a  decent  home  in  a 
decent  neighborhood  for  all.     And  so  do  I. 

Most  Americans  want  an  education  for 
every  child  to  the  limit  of  his  ability.  And 
so  do  I. 

Most  Americans  want  a  job  for  every  man 
who  wants  to  work.      And  so  do  I. 

Most  Americans  want  victory  in  our  war 
against  poverty.    And  so  do  I. 

Most  Americans  want  continually  expand- 
ing and  growing  prosperity.    And  so  do  I. 

These  are  your  goals.  These  are  our 
goals.  These  are  the  goals  and  will  be  the 
achievements  of  the  Democratic  Party. 
These  are  the  goals  of  this  great,  rich  Na- 
tion.   These  are  the  goals   toward  which 
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I  will  lead,  if  the  American  people  choose 
to  follow. 

For  30  years,  year  by  year,  step  by  step, 
vote  by  vote,  men  of  both  parties  have  built 
a  solid  foundation  for  our  present  prosper- 
ity. Too  many  have  worked  too  long  and 
too  hard  to  see  this  threatened  now  by  poli- 
cies which  promise  to  undo  all  that  we  have 
done  together  over  all  these  years. 

I  believe  most  of  the  men  and  women  in 
this  hall  tonight,  and  I  believe  most  Ameri- 
cans, understand  that  to  reach  our  goals  in 
our  own  land,  we  must  work  for  peace 
among  all  lands. 

America's  cause  is  still  the  cause  of  all 
mankind. 

Over  the  last  4  years  the  world  has  begun 
to  respond  to  a  simple  American  belief:  the 
belief  that  strength  and  courage  and  re- 
sponsibility are  the  keys  to  peace. 

Since  1961,  under  the  leadership  of  that 
great  President,  John  F.  Kennedy,  we  have 
carried  out  the  greatest  peacetime  buildup 
of  national  strength  of  any  nation  at  any 
time  in  the  history  of  the  world. 

I  report  tonight  that  we  have  spent  $30 
billion  more  on  preparing  this  Nation  in  the 
4  years  of  the  Kennedy  administration  than 
would  have  been  spent  if  we  had  followed 
the  appropriations  of  the  last  year  of  the 
previous  administration. 

I  report  tonight  as  President  of  the  United 
States  and  as  Commander  in  Chief  of  the 
Armed  Forces  on  the  strength  of  your  coun- 
try, and  I  tell  you  that  it  is  greater  than 
any  adversary.  I  assure  you  that  it  is  greater 
than  the  combined  might  of  all  the  nations, 
in  all  the  wars,  in  all  the  history  of  this 
planet.  And  I  report  our  superiority  is 
growing. 

Weapons  do  not  make  peace.  Men  make 
peace.  And  peace  comes  not  through 
strength  alone,  but  through  wisdom  and 
patience  and  restraint. 


And  these  qualities  under  the  leadership 
of  President  Kennedy  brought  a  treaty  ban- 
ning nuclear  tests  in  the  atmosphere.  And 
a  hundred  other  nations  in  the  world  joined 
us. 

Other  agreements  were  reached  and  other 
steps  were  taken.  And  their  single  guide 
was  to  lessen  the  danger  to  men  without  in- 
creasing the  danger  to  freedom. 

Their  single  purpose  was  peace  in  the 
world. 

And  as  a  result  of  these  policies,  the  world 
tonight  knows  where  we  stand  and  our 
allies  know  where  we  stand,  too.  And  our 
adversaries  have  learned  again  that  we  will 
never  waver  in  the  defense  of  freedom. 

The  true  courage  of  this  nuclear  age  lies 
in  the  quest  for  peace. 

There  is  no  place  in  today's  world  for 
weakness.  But  there  is  also  no  place  in 
today's  world  for  recklessness.  We  cannot 
act  rashly  with  the  nuclear  weapons  that 
could  destroy  us  all.  The  only  course  is  to 
press  with  all  our  mind  and  all  our  will  to 
make  sure,  doubly  sure,  that  these  weapons 
are  never  really  used  at  all. 

This  is  a  dangerous  and  a  difficult  world 
in  which  we  live  tonight.  I  promise  no  easy 
answers.  But  I  do  promise  this.  I  pledge 
the  firmness  to  defend  freedom,  the  strength 
to  support  that  firmness,  and  a  constant, 
patient  effort  to  move  the  world  toward 
peace  instead  of  war. 

And  here  at  home  one  of  our  greatest 
responsibilities  is  to  assure  fair  play  for  all 
of  our  people. 

Every  American  has  the  right  to  be  treated 
as  a  person.  He  should  be  able  to  find  a  job. 
He  should  be  able  to  educate  his  children,  he 
should  be  able  to  vote  in  elections  and  he 
should  be  judged  on  his  merits  as  a  person. 

Well,  this  is  the  fixed  policy  and  the 
fixed  determination  of  the  Democratic  Party 
and  the  United  States  of  America. 
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So  long  as  I  am  your  President  I  intend 
to  carry  out  what  the  Constitution  de- 
mands— and  justice  requires — equal  justice 
under  law  for  all  Americans. 

We  cannot  and  we  will  not  allow  this 
great  purpose  to  be  endangered  by  reckless 
acts  of  violence.  Those  who  break  the 
law — those  who  create  disorder — whether 
in  the  North  or  the  South — ^must  be  caught 
and  must  be  brought  to  justice. 

And  I  believe  that  every  man  and  woman 
in  this  room  tonight  join  me  in  saying  that 
in  every  part  of  this  country  the  law  must 
be  respected  and  violence  must  be  stopped. 

And  wherever  a  local  oflScer  seeks  help 
or  Federal  law  is  broken,  I  have  pledged 
and  I  will  use  the  full  resources  of  the  Fed- 
eral Government. 

Let  no  one  tell  you  that  he  can  hold  back 
progress  and  at  the  same  time  keep  the 
peace.  This  is  a  false  and  empty  promise. 
To  stand  in  the  way  of  orderly  progress  is 
to  encourage  violence. 

And  I  say  tonight  to  those  who  wish  us 
well — and  to  those  who  wish  us  ill — the 
growing  forces  in  this  country  are  the  forces 
of  common  human  decency,  and  not  the 
forces  of  bigotry  and  fear  and  smear. 

Our  problems  are  many  and  are  great. 
But  our  opportunities  are  even  greater. 

And  let  me  make  this  clear.  I  ask  the 
American  people  for  a  mandate — not  to  pre- 
side over  a  finished  program — not  just  to 
keep  things  going,  I  ask  the  American  peo- 
ple for  a  mandate  to  begin. 

This  Nation — ^this  generation — in  this 
hour,  has  man's  first  chance  to  build  the 
Great  Society — a  place  where  the  meaning  of 
man's  life  matches  the  marvels  of  man's 
labor. 

We  seek  a  nation  where  every  man  can 
find  reward  in  work  and  satisfaction  in  the 
use  of  his  talents.  We  seek  a  nation  where 
every  man  can  seek  knowledge,  and  touch 


beauty,  and  rejoice  in  the  closeness  of  family 
and  community. 

We  seek  a  nation  where  every  man  can, 
in  the  words  of  our  oldest  promise,  follow 
the  pursuit  of  happiness — not  just  security — 
but  achievements  and  excellence  and  ful- 
fillment of  the  spirit. 

So  let  us  join  together  in  this  great  task. 

Will  you  join  me  tonight  in  rebuilding 
our  cities  to  make  them  a  decent  place  for 
our  children  to  live  in? 

Will  you  join  me  tonight  in  starting  a  pro- 
gram that  will  protect  the  beauty  of  our 
land  and  the  air  that  we  breathe? 

Won't  you  join  me  tonight  in  starting  a 
program  that  will  give  every  child  education 
of  the  highest  quality  that  he  can  take? 

So  let  us  join  together  in  giving  every 
American  the  fullest  life  which  he  can 
hope  for.  For  the  ultimate  test  of  our  civi- 
lization, the  ultimate  test  of  our  faithfulness 
to  our  past,  is  not  in  our  goods  and  is  not  in 
our  guns.  It  is  in  the  quality — the  quality 
of  our  people's  lives  and  in  the  men  and 
women  that  we  produce. 

This  goal  can  be  ours.  We  have  the  re- 
sources; we  have  the  knowledge.  But  to- 
night we  must  seek  the  courage. 

Because  tonight  the  contest  is  the  same 
that  we  have  faced  at  every  turning  point  in 
history.  It  is  not  between  liberals  and  con- 
servatives, it  is  not  between  party  and  party, 
or  platform  and  platform.  It  is  between 
courage  and  timidity.  It  is  between  those 
who  have  vision  and  those  who  see  what  can 
be,  and  those  who  want  only  to  maintain 
the  status  quo.  It  is  between  those  who 
welcome  the  future  and  those  who  turn 
away  from  its  promises. 

This  is  the  true  cause  of  freedom.  The 
man  who  is  hungry,  who  cannot  find  work 
or  educate  his  children,  who  is  bowed  by 
want — that  man  is  not  fully  free. 

For  more  than  30  years,  from  social  secu- 
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rity  to  the  war  against  poverty,  we  have 
diligently  worked  to  enlarge  the  freedom  of 
man.  And  as  a  result,  Americans  tonight 
are  freer  to  live  as  they  want  to  live,  to  pur- 
sue their  ambitions,  to  meet  their  desires, 
to  raise  their  families  than  at  any  time  in  all 
of  our  glorious  history. 

And  every  American  knows  in  his  heart 
that  this  is  right. 

I  am  determined  in  all  the  time  that  is 
mine  to  use  all  the  talents  that  I  have  for 
bringing  this  great,  lovable  land,  this  great 
Nation  of  ours,  together — together  in  greater 
unity  in  pursuit  of  this  common  purpose. 
I  truly  believe  that  we  someday  will  see  an 
America  that  knows  no  North  or  South,  no 
East  or  West — an  America  that  is  undivided 
by  creed  or  color,  and  untorn  by  suspicion 
or  strife. 

The  Founding  Fathers  dreamed  America 
before  it  was.  The  pioneers  dreamed  of 
great  cities  on  the  wilderness  that  they 
crossed. 

Our  tomorrow  is  on  its  way.  It  can  be 
a  shape  of  darkness  or  it  can  be  a  thing  of 
beauty.  The  choice  is  ours,  it  is  yours,  for 
it  will  be  the  dream  that  we  dare  to  dream. 

I  know  what  kind  of  a  dream  Franklin 
Delano  Roosevelt  and  Harry  S.  Truman 


and  John  F.  Kennedy  would  dream  if  they 
were  here  tonight. 

And  I  think  that  I  know  what  kind  of  a 
dream  you  want  to  dream. 

Tonight  we  of  the  Democratic  Party  confi- 
dently go  before  the  people  offering  answers, 
not  retreat;  offering  unity,  not  division;  of- 
fering hope,  not  fear  or  smear. 

We  do  offer  the  people  a  choice,  a  choice 
of  continuing  on  the  courageous  and  the 
compassionate  course  that  has  made  this 
Nation  the  strongest  and  the  freest  and  the 
most  prosperous  and  the  most  peaceful  na- 
tion in  the  history  of  mankind. 

To  those  who  have  sought  to  divide  us 
they  have  only  helped  to  unite  us. 

To  those  who  would  provoke  us  we  have 
turned  the  other  cheek. 

So  as  we  conclude  our  labors,  let  us  to- 
morrow turn  to  our  new  task.  Let  us  be 
on  our  way! 

note:  The  President  spoke  in  late  evening  at  the 
Democratic  National  Convention  in  Convention  Hall 
at  Atlantic  City,  N.J.  In  his  opening  words  he  re- 
ferred to  Speaker  of  the  House  John  W.  McCormack 
of  Massachusetts,  permanent  chairman  of  the 
Convention. 

The  nomination  took  place  on  the  President's  56th 
birthday.  A  birthday  party  in  his  honor  was  held 
in  the  ballroom  at  Convention  Hall. 
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Mr.  Chairman,  Mr.  Vice  President,  ladies 
and  gentlemen: 

All  of  us  are  planning  to  go  home — but 
not  Senator  Humphrey. 

All  of  us  are  planning  to  get  out  and  relax 
a  little  bit — ^but  not  Senator  Humphrey! 

All  of  us  think  Hubert  Humphrey  is  the 
ideal  nominee  for  Vice  President.  But — I 
hate  to  tell  you  this,  Hubert — so  does  Sen- 
ator Goldwater,  or  at  least  that  is  what  he 


told  the  press  before  your  speech  last  night. 
I  am  happy  to  be  permitted  to  come  here 
and  visit  with  you  this  morning,  particularly 
to  thank  you  for  your  service  to  the  Demo- 
cratic Party.  Hubert  and  I  are  leaving 
shortly  for  a  session  this  weekend,  and  it  is 
not  going  to  be  an  organizational  one.  We 
came  to  the  Senate  back  in  1949  together, 
and  he  and  I  have  had  very  little  difficulty 
getting  organized. 
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But  with  your  support,  and  the  support  of 
the  leading  Democrats  in  every  State  of  the 
Union,  the  support  of  many  people  who  have 
never  before  supported  the  Democratic 
Party,  the  American  people  are  going  to  win 
one  of  their  finest  victories  this  November. 

We  have  two  problems  that  we  will  deal 
with  when  we  get  back  home,  and  we  will 
deal  with  nationally  from  time  to  time.  One 
is  the  so-called  backlash.  That  backlash 
according  to  the  three  national  pollsters,  plus 
some  15  or  20  State  polls  that  we  have,  indi- 
cates that  there  will  be  somewhere  between 
10  and  15  percent  of  the  Democrats  or  those 
who  allege  to  be  Democrats  or  those  who 
have  called  themselves  Democrats  at  some 
time  or  other  in  their  lives  who  do  not  plan 
to  vote  for  the  Democratic  ticket  this  year. 

A  smart  publicity  man  has  latched  onto 
a — coined  a  new  explanation  of  that  defec- 
tion that  we  have  come  to  experience  in 
Democratic  conventions  and  in  Democratic 
elections  from  time  to  time,  and  he  calls 
it  backlash. 

But  the  plain  fact  is  that  in  some  States 
you  have  very  litde,  if  any,  defection.  In 
other  States  it  runs  up  to  20  or  30  percent. 
In  certain  areas  of  the  South  it  runs  26  per- 
cent. But  the  average  of  the  Democrats 
that  for  one  reason  or  another,  because  they 
don't  like  my  accent  or  that  I  am  too  tall  or 
I  am  too  short  or  they  don't  like  the  tax  bill 
or  they  don't  like  the  Viet-Nam  policy  or 
they  don't  like  the  civil  rights  bill,  for  some 
of  those  reasons  they  plan  to  vote  otherwise. 
They  run  from  10  to  15  percent.  So,  we  are 
going  to  deal  with  that  problem.  We  are 
going  to  try  to  get  that  10  percent  back  if 
we  can. 

\At  this  point  there  was  a  commotion  in  the  room.] 

It  seems  we  still  have  some  of  these — some 
of  these  fellows  who  were  out  in  San  Fran- 
cisco have  evidently  come  in  here! 


So  much  for  Democratic  defection. 

Let's  welcome  them  back.  Let's  do  what 
we  can  to  persuade  them  of  the  errors 
of  their  ways  without  being  offensive.  Let's 
try  to  reason  with  them.  Let's  give  them  a 
little  time  and  hope  that  by  November  we 
can  improve  on  that  situation,  and  while  we 
may  not  have  100  percent  of  the  Democrats 
we  can  have  over  90  percent  of  the 
Democrats. 

Now,  Mr.  Nixon,  when  he  started  out  to 
run  in  i960,  I  don't  want  to  use  him  as  an 
example,  but  he  had  92  percent  of  the  Repub- 
licans the  day  he  was  nominated. 

Now,  Mr.  Roper  shows  that  the  present 
Republican  nominee  has  got  50  percent  of 
the  Republicans  and  Mr.  Gallup  and  Mr. 
Harris  show  that  ranges  from  a  little  above 
50  to  a  Utde  above  60.  But  the  point  is  he 
has  2  out  of  3,  and  they  have  what  you  would 
call  a  frontlash  of  about  30  percent. 

Now,  for  the  life  of  me  I  can't  understand 
why  a  fellow  who  is  interrogating  or  inter- 
viewing someone  is  not  just  as  concerned 
with  the  30  percent  frontlash  as  he  is  with 
the  10  percent  backlash,  and  I  hope  between 
now  and  November  to  discuss  frontlash 
around  the  country  if  I  can  get  the  coopera- 
tion of  some  of  my  commentator  friends. 

I  talked  to  one  of  the  publishers  late  yes- 
terday. I  believe  he  is  going  to  be  a  part 
of  that  frontlash  this  year.  He  is  going  to 
endorse  the  Democratic  ticket  and  I  said, 
"Why  don't  you  get  your  people  to  inquire 
about  the  frontlash  because  it  is  30  percent 
compared  to  10  percent,  and  it  is  a  lot  more 
serious  and  it  should  be  of  a  great  deal  more 
concern  ? " 

Now,  our  problem  with  the  frontlash  is 
to  hold  that  frontlash  right  where  it  is. 
That  frondash  is  made  up  of  liberal  Repub- 
licans. Some  of  them  are  out  organizing 
independent  tickets  now,  some  of  them  are 
running  on  their  own.     Some  of  them  are 


IOI4 


Lyndon  B.  Johnson,  1963-1964 


Aug.  28    [542] 


divorcing  themselves  from  their  candidate, 
some  of  them  are  w^aiting  until  he  makes 
some  further  explanation.  Some  of  them 
are  saying,  "Well,  v^hat  did  you  mean  last 
Saturday  ? " 

Then  we  have  the  so-called  moderate  Re- 
publicans, and  there  are  a  good  many  in  that 
group,  and  they  say  for  various  reasons  they 
are  not  going  to  vote  Republican  this  year. 
We  have  a  good  many  business  people — 
I  understand  that  Hubert  has  just  had  a  cou- 
ple of  organizational  meetings  v^ith  them; 
he  has  got  some  others  scheduled — but  a 
good  many  of  the  business  people  v^hose  at- 
tachment to  the  Republican  Party  is  well 
know^n,  are  very  happy  w^ith  economic  con- 
ditions in  this  country,  w^ith  the  fiscal  policy 
of  this  Government,  v^ith  our  sound,  pru- 
dent management  of  our  fiscal  affairs,  and 
a  goodly  number  of  them  have  indicated  to 
us  and  indicated  to  their  associates  that  they 
are  part  of  the  frontlash. 

So,  whether  you  take  it  nationwide, 
whether  you  take  it  in  New  York  or  Indiana 
or  Wisconsin  or  Hawaii,  all  of  those  States 
we  have  polled,  Pennsylvania,  you  will  find 
this:  that  for  every  backlash  that  the  Demo- 
crats lose,  we  pick  up  3  frontlash. 

And  when  you  can  get  3  to  i  it  is  always 
satisfying. 

But  it  is  particularly  satisfying  when  you 
realize  that  the  i  you  are  losing,  you  are 
losing  because  they  don't  want  to  treat  peo- 
ple alike  and  they  don't  want  to  treat  all  peo- 
ple as  Americans.  And  the  ones  that  we 
are  winning,  we  are  winning  because  they 
have  confidence  in  our  leadership  and  con- 
fidence in  our  management  and  they  want 
peace  on  earth  and  good  will  toward  men. 

We  have  got  a  great  system  in  this  coun- 
try. We  can  worship  God  according  to  the 
dictates  of  our  conscience.  We  have  free 
speech.    We  have  free  press,  and  we — it 


never  gets  quite  as  free  as  it  does  during 
convention  time. 

I  almost  put  off  my  physical  examination 
the  other  day  because  I  watched  these  com- 
mentators and  I  read  these  various  analytical 
pieces  by  some  of  the  ablest  men  in  the  coun- 
try that  I  had  known  well  for  many  years. 
I  was  afraid  my  blood  pressure  would  be 
too  high  to  have  an  examination  at  that  time. 

But  this  has  been  a  happy  convention.  It 
has  been  a  historic  convention.  I  heard  a 
few  questions  asked  from  time  to  time  that 
I  thought  were  calculated  to  provoke  a  fight, 
and  I  saw  men  almost  come  to  blows  a  time 
or  two,  but  thank  goodness  it  really  didn't 
happen. 

We  have  had  164  years  of  the  Democratic 
Party,  and  I  think  that  it  has  really  come 
alive  this  year.  Back  in  1800  we  founded 
it  and  that  was  a  year  of  bitter  and  extreme 
partisanship.  Our  Nation  was  torn  by  di- 
vision, but  when  the  campaign  was  over, 
when  the  dust  had  settled,  when  the  victory 
was  won,  Thomas  Jefferson's  instinct  was  to 
heal  and  not  to  hate.  He  went  before  his 
countrymen  in  speaking  to  them  all  and  he 
said,  "We  are  all  Democrats.  We  are  all 
Republicans." 

Of  course,  I  am  taking  a  litde  liberty  with 
the  names  because  there  really  wasn't  a 
Republican  Party  then.  But  the  equivalent 
that  did  exist,  the  equivalent  to  the  Republi- 
can Party,  soon  faded  away  because  Amer- 
icans became  tired  of  their  extreme  partisan- 
ship. 

Now,  comparisons  are  odious  and  none  is 
implied  although  some  may  be  inferred! 

I  deeply  believe  this,  this  year:  I  believe 
in  the  year  1964  we  are  going  before  the 
wisest  and  before  the  best  informed  and  the 
most  intelligent  and  the  most  independent 
electorate  that  any  candidates  ever  faced  in 
the    history    of    America.    The   American 
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families  in  their  homes  across  the  land  want 
and  expect  and  deserve  something  better  of 
politics  and  politicians  than  they  have  ever 
been  offered  before.  This  convention  has 
affirmed  what  this  Congress  and  this  admin- 
istration have  already  made  clear,  and  that 
is  that  the  Democrats  of  this  day  and  age  are 
providing  this  Nation  with  the  kind  of  lead- 
ership that  the  world  requires. 

Ours  is  a  party  that  is  responsible  and  is 
responsive,  that  is  progressive  and  is  prudent. 
It  is  a  party  of  vision,  and  a  party  of  com- 
monsense. 

It  is  a  party  where  all  expect  full  hearing, 
and  all  receive  fair  play.  We  let  people 
talk  and  we  don't  boo  them  when  they  speak. 
We  do  not  fear  to  expose  ourselves  to  their 
words  and  we  don't  contribute  to  smearing 
their  character. 

Ours  is  a  party  that  respects  and  trusts  our 
electorate,  and  I  think  it  can  be  trusted  by 
all  Americans  of  all  sections  and  of  all  seg- 
ments. The  Nation  sees  this  clearly  and  the 
opportunity  is  yours  to  build  upon  the  broad- 
est base  of  our  history,  to  fashion  a  true  na- 
tional party  for  national  leadership. 

This  fall  and  in  the  seasons  to  come,  let  us 
go  forth  to  build  a  stronger  party,  to  carry 
on  with  the  work  of  building  a  stronger  so- 
ciety so  that  we  can  have  a  stronger  civili- 
zation. 

The  doors  of  the  Democratic  Party  are  and 
must  always  be  open  to  all  people — to  the 
humble  and  to  the  proud,  to  the  weak  and  to 
the  strong,  to  those  who  need  help  and  to 
those  who  are  willing  to  give  it,  and  we  in- 
vite them  to  enter  in  and  to  work  with  us. 

We  mean  to  do  the  work  that  America 
needs  to  have  done.  We  mean  to  work  for 
unity  and  we  mean  to  obtain  it,  but  we  mean 
to  do  much  more  than  that.  We  mean  to 
work  for  peace  in  the  world,  and  peace  in  the 
lives  of  the  average  American  family.  We 
mean  to  keep  our  Nation  strong  and  we  mean 


to  help  each  American  to  rise  to  his  full 
strength. 

We  are  determined  that  compassion  shall 
not  pass  from  the  character  of  this  Nation's 
soul;  that  America  shall  never  cease  to  care, 
care  for  the  needy  and  the  sick,  and  care  for 
the  young  and  the  old,  and  to  care  for  the 
family  farmer,  and  care  for  the  family  of 
the  workingman.  We  aim  to  conserve  the 
values  of  America,  and  to  perpetuate  the 
vitality  of  the  American  system,  and  we  wel- 
come all  who  believe  in  that  system. 

We  welcome  all  from  both  sides.  We  wel- 
come the  backlash  to  come  back,  and  the 
frontlash  to  come  forward. 

We  do  not  want  big  government  or  small 
government.  What  we  want  is  good  govern- 
ment. 

We  do  not  want  spendthrift  government 
or  stingy  government.  We  do  want  sensible 
government — saving  every  place  it  can  but 
serving  every  place  that  it's  needed. 

We  who  have  assembled  in  this  room 
this  morning  and  those  of  us  who  wear  the 
proud  honor  that  you  have  given  us,  are 
inheritors  of  a  very  long  and  very  proud 
trust,  from  Jefferson  to  Jackson,  from  Grover 
Cleveland  to  Woodrow  Wilson,  from 
Franklin  Delano  Roosevelt  to  Harry  S. 
Truman  to  John  Fitzgerald  Kennedy. 

And  I  always  want  to  conduct  myself,  and 
I  hope  that  you  will  do  likewise,  just  as 
though  they  were  sitting  there  on  the 
pedestal  watching  our  every  act.  And  when 
I  walked  out  of  the  hall  last  night  I  looked 
up  to  three  great  men  who  had  played  a 
great  part  in  some  of  the  years  that  I  had 
lived  and  somehow  or  other  I  felt  good  be- 
cause I  felt  that  they  would  approve  what 
you  had  done  at  this  convention. 

We  are  not  going  to  be  remembered  for 
what  we  stopped.  We  are  going  to  be  re- 
membered for  what  we  started  and  what 
we  executed. 
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We  are  not  going  to  be  remembered  for 
where  we  have  been.  We  are  going  to  be 
remembered  for  where  we  are  going. 

We  are  not  going  to  turn  the  clock  back 
and  roll  the  carpet  back  to  the  i8th  century. 
We  are  going  forward  to  build  a  new  life. 

We  are  going  to  finish  the  work  that 
Jack  Kennedy  left  us,  but  we  have  a  man- 
date to  begin  a  new  program  of  our  own. 
And  it  is  going  to  be  a  program  that  is 
prudent  but  progressive.  It  is  going  to  be 
a  program  that  is  fashioned  for  all  the  people 
of  all  parties,  but  it  is  not  going  to  be  one 
that  is  built  on  the  past. 

Yes,  the  torch  is  passed  to  us,  and  the 
responsibility  is  ours.  The  burdens  of  pre- 
serving peace  and  defending  freedom  are 
challenges  to  us  and  let  our  glory  shine  in  the 
hope  and  health  and  happiness  of  every 
American  home  because  I  predict  that  when 
the  record  shall  have  been  written  and  you 
return  to  the  next  Democratic  Convention 
you  can  look  back  upon  your  work  and  your 
endeavors  of  the  last  4  years  and  point  with 
pride  instead  of  view  with  alarm. 

Now,  I  don't  want  to  be  suggestive  or 
arbitrary  but  I  have  found  that  the  officers 
of  your  committee  and  those  that  they  have 
employed  and  surrounded  themselves  with 
have  been  very  cooperative,  have  been  very 
dedicated  to  the  interests  of  our  party,  have 
brought  us  to  the  position  this  morning  of 
being  in  the  best  shape  that  I  have  ever 
known  the  Democratic  Party  to  be  in,  in  the 
30  years  that  I  have  been  an  active  partici- 
pant in  the  Democratic  Party. 

The  first  time  that  I  remembered  that  we 
ever  launched  a  campaign  and  nominated 
two  candidates  without  a  single  no. 

The  first  time  that  I  know  that  we  ever 
met  and  started  a  campaign  with  a  surplus 
instead  of  a  debt. 

The  first  time  that  I  ever  have  known  that 
you  can  have  a  real  rumpus  in  the  Cre- 


dentials Committee  and  say  all  the  ugly 
things  that  were  said  there  for  3  or  4  days 
and  then  Dave  Lawrence  comes  out  and 
makes  such  a  persuasive  report  they  don't 
even  have  a  roll  call. 

One  of  my  youthful  idealistic  naive  friends 
raised  a  question  in  one  of  his  columns  the 
other  day  about  some  of  the  folks  that  were 
running  this  convention,  and  they  pointed 
out  about  the  professional  experience  of  the 
distinguished  Speaker,  and  the  fact  that  the 
majority  leader  of  the  House  had  been  in 
Congress  several  years,  and  the  parliamen- 
tarian was  not  a  schoolboy.  He  had  been 
around  a  few  places,  and  the  distinguished 
chairman  of  the  credentials  committee  was 
not  without  experience. 

Well,  I  never  wanted  or  never  needed  or 
never  was  happier  to  have  around  me  pro- 
fessionals more  than  I  was  this  week. 

So,  if  you  will  not  consider  it  presump- 
tuous, I  see  no  reason  for  a  change.  And  I 
can  think  of — nothing  would  do  them 
greater  honor  or  would  please  me  more  than 
to  have  you  elect  every  officer  the  same  way 
you  nominated  your  President  and  your  Vice 
President. 

[After  certain  intervening  proceedings  of  the  Demo- 
cratic National  Committee,  the  President  resumed 
speaJ^ing.l 

Could  I  have  your  attention  for  just  a 
moment? 

I  was  just  handed  the  official  backlash- 
frontlash  figures,  if  any  of  you  are  interested 
in  them,  from  Mr.  Roper,  Mr.  Gallup,  and 
Mr.  Harris,  the  three  national  pollsters. 

Mr.  Roper  shows  that  78  percent  of  the 
Democrats  are  still  Democrats  and  13  per- 
cent plan  to  vote  for  another  candidate,  and 
Mr.  Gallup  shows  that  85  percent  to  11,  as 
compared  to  78  to  13,  and  Mr.  Harris 
shows  78  to  22.  He  gives  the  undecided  to 
the  other  side.  That  is  an  average  of  about 
15  percent. 
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The  Republicans,  Mr.  Roper  shows  that 
50  percent  will  vote  for  their  own  candidate 
and  27  percent  will  vote  for  the  Democratic 
candidate. 

So  just  so  you  can  remember  that  in  case 
some  of  these  folks  inquire  about  the  back- 
lash, the  same  man  says  it  is  27  percent  Re- 
publican frontlash  to  13  percent  Democratic 
backlash. 

Come  on,  get  your  picture  and  let  me  go 
ahead. 

The  next  one  is  Dr.  Gallup.  He  shows  it 
is  65  to  26,  so  he  shows  this  26  percent  front- 
lash to  1 1  percent  backlash.  I  wonder  why 
that  is  not  as  attractive  to  them  as  the  back- 
lash, the  frontlash. 

Then  Mr.  Harris  shows  33  percent  back- 
lash, 6j  to  33.  So,  whatever  poll  you  take, 
one  of  them  has  27,  one  has  26,  and  one  has 
33  backlash. 

Voices:  Frontlash. 

THE  PRESIDENT.  Frondash,  yes. 

Minnesota,  22  percent  Republicans  will 
vote  Democratic,  California  poll,  25  percent 
of  the  Republicans  vote  Democratic,  Iowa, 
31  percent  of  the  Republicans  vote  Demo- 
cratic, New  Jersey,  35  percent  of  the  Repub- 
licans, and  in  New  York,  37  percent  of  those 
who  voted  for  Richard  Nixon  in  i960  in 
the  poll  completed  by  Oliver  Quayle  this 


week  say  37  percent  of  those  who  voted  for 
Nixon  say  they  will  vote  for  the  Democratic 
ticket  this  year. 

Thank  you  very  much. 

Goodby,  and  when  you  go  back  to  your 
homes  I  hope  you  will  give  our  very  deep 
thanks  and  sincere,  genuine  appreciation  to 
all  the  good  Democrats  that  have  worked  so 
hard  to  make  possible  what  happened  this 
week.  And  I  want  you  to  know  that  if  the 
good  Lord  will  give  us  strength,  that  Hubert 
and  I  will  be  as  many  places  as  we  can  be- 
tv/een  now  and  next  November,  and  we 
will  give  you  a  margin  of  victory  that  will 
make  even  the  most  downcast  of  you  feel 
real  proud. 

note:  The  President  spoke  to  the  members  of  the 
Democratic  National  Committee  in  Room  20  at 
Convention  Hall  in  Atlantic  City,  N.J.  In  his  open- 
ing words  he  referred  to  John  M.  Bailey,  chairman 
of  the  Democratic  National  Committee,  and  Sen- 
ator Hubert  H.  Humphrey  of  Minnesota,  Demo- 
cratic nominee  for  the  Vice  Presidency.  Later  in 
his  remarks  he  referred  to  Richard  M.  Nixon,  Re- 
publican candidate  for  the  Presidency  in  i960,  na- 
tional pollsters  Elmo  Roper,  George  Gallup,  Louis 
Harris,  and  Oliver  Quayle,  David  L.  Lavi^rence,  chair- 
man of  the  credentials  committee  at  the  Democratic 
National  Convention  and  former  Governor  of  Penn- 
sylvania, Speaker  of  the  House  John  W.  McCormack 
of  Massachusetts,  permanent  chairman  of  the  Con- 
vention, Majority  Leader  of  the  House  Carl  Albert  of 
Oklahoma,  platform  chairman,  and  Representative 
Hale  Boggs  of  Louisiana,  parliamentarian  of  the 
Convention. 


543     Telephone  Remarks  Opening  the  "Parade  of  Progress" 
in  Cleveland.    August  28,  1964 


Mayor  Locher,  my  good  friends  in  Cleve- 
land: 

I  am  very  happy  and  proud  to  be  speak- 
ing to  you  this  morning  from  Atlantic  City 
where  I  have  some  good  friends  meeting 
here. 

This  is  a  very  happy  day  for  us.  I  know 
this  is  also  a  happy  and  proud  day  for  the 


citizens  of  Cleveland.  Cleveland  has  made 
many  contributions  to  the  advancement  and 
the  adventure  of  what  we  call  the  American 
spirit. 

I  am  particularly  grateful  for  one  specific 
contribution  that  Cleveland  has  made  to  the 
strength  and  character  of  my  administra- 
tion, that  is  your  own  Anthony  Celebrezze, 
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the  Secretary  o£  Health,  Education,  and 
Welfare. 

You  in  Cleveland  are  beginning  your 
celebration  of  the  Parade  of  Progress,  but  it 
is  much  more  than  just  a  local  celebration. 
All  Americans  can  be  proud  and  all  inspired 
by  Cleveland's  example  of  imagination  and 
initiative  which  are  really  the  genius  of  our 
Nation's  progress. 

Your  city  and  your  State  and  your  Nation 
are  all  still  young  as  we  measure  history, 
but  we  have  come  to  a  time  when  there  is 
both  an  opportunity  and  an  obligation  to 
renew  our  cities  and  our  States  and  to  assure 
new  strength  for  our  Nation,  and  that  is 
what  you  are  doing  today.  You  are  build- 
ing a  new  tomorrow  on  yesterday's  founda- 
tions, and  this  is  what  Americans  have  been 
doing  throughout  the  life  of  this  great 
country. 

Few  developments  of  our  times  are  more 
encouraging  than  this  rebirth  of  Cleveland's 
local  initiative  and  local  enterprise  and  local 
pride  which  we  see  not  only  in  your  great 
city  but  we  see  throughout  the  country. 
You  are  investing  $250  million  in  downtown 
Cleveland,  but  you  are  investing  much  more 
than  that  in  the  lives  of  your  children  by 
assuring  them  a  better  city,  by  assuring  those 
children  a  greater  opportunity,  by  assuring 
them  that  a  city  they  will  know  as  you  have 
l^nown  it,  has  the  best  location  in  the  Nation. 

Progress   requires   courage   but   courage 


always  pays  the  highest  return.  I  under- 
stand, for  example,  that  your  Erie  View 
Plaza  Building  will  provide  tax  revenues 
32  times  greater  than  the  buildings  it  re- 
placed and  that  Cleveland's  share  of  that 
revenue  could  pay  the  salaries  of  more  than 
90  public  schoolteachers.  You  are  building 
a  more  beautiful  city.  You  are  building  a 
more  prosperous  city.  You  are  building 
a  city  of  more  jobs  for  more  workingmen 
and  more  profit  for  businessmen. 

You  are  making  the  free  enterprise  sys- 
tem work  where  the  capitalist  with  his  dol- 
lars, where  the  manager,  with  his  effort  and 
his  talents,  where  the  worker  can  all  com- 
bine into  a  three-way  partnership,  with  each 
taking  their  appropriate  and  proper  slice  of 
the  pie.  This  is  work  that  our  generation 
must  do  everywhere.  We  must  build  a 
second  America.  We  must  build  a  great 
society  of  our  vision.  So,  I  want  to  say 
thank  you  to  the  people  of  Cleveland. 

I  want  to  congratulate  you. 

Now,  I  want  to  participate  in  helping  you 
to  dedicate  your  Parade  of  Progress  by  push- 
ing the  button  to  start  the  mall  fountains. 

note:  The  President  spoke  by  telephone  from  Room 
20  at  Convention  Hall  in  Atlantic  City,  N.J.,  to 
those  attending  the  opening  of  a  public  plaza  in 
downtown  Cleveland,  Ohio.  His  opening  words 
referred  to  Ralph  S.  Locher,  Mayor  of  Cleveland. 

At  the  close  of  his  remarks  the  President  pressed 
a  button  to  activate  a  group  of  40  fountains  in  the 
plaza. 


544    Remarks  at  a  Barbecue  in  Stonewall,  Texas. 
August  29,  1964 


Mr,  Stehling,  Reverend  Clergy,  Senator  and 
Mrs.  Yarborough,  Congressman  Ptc\le, 
Mrs,  Stehling,  Mrs,  Weinheimer,  the  next 
Vice  President  of  the  United  States  and  Mrs. 
Humphrey,  ladies  and  gentlemen,  boys  and 
£irls: 


This  is  a  very  nice  thing  for  you  to  do 
for  us,  and  we  appreciate  it  very  much. 
We  have  had  a  long  and  an  exciting  week. 
It  is  nice  to  end  it  here  at  home  among 
friends  that  we  have  known  for  56  years. 
I  know  that  a  lot  of  hard  work  has  gone 
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into  this  effort  that  makes  this  such  a 
pleasant  evening  for  all  of  us.  I  want  to 
thank  all  of  you  who  served  on  the  com- 
mittee that  brought  us  this  barbecue,  the 
fine  singing,  the  good  band,  the  excellent 
speaker  that  you  will  hear  a  litde  later,  and 
these  distinguished  guests. 

I  need  not  take  any  of  your  time  to  tell 
you  how  much  this  State  and  this  particular 
area  of  the  State  means  to  me.  I  do  want 
to  take  this  opportunity  to  tell  you  how 
proud  I  am  of  the  people  that  you  send  to 
Washington  to  help  us  there  do  the  work 
that  needs  to  be  done  for  you  here. 

I  am  particularly  proud  of  Congressman 
Jake  Pickle,  who  serves  the  loth  District, 
beginning  down  here  at  the  Blanco  County 
line,  whose  district  runs  almost  to  Houston. 
He  has  been  in  Congress  only  a  short  time, 
but  he  has  caught  on.  He  knows  his  way 
around  Washington;  he  is  doing  a  good  job; 
he  is  genuinely  and  sincerely  interested  in 
making  life  better  for  our  people;  and  he  has 
contributed  a  great  deal  to  the  program  that 
we  have  passed  this  year  that  we  think  will 
do  just  that. 

Now  if  I  can  have  a  few  more  words,  I 
want  to  take  this  chance  to  tell  you  how 
proud  I  am  and  how  grateful  I  am  for  the 
steadfast,  courageous  support  that  I  have 
received  from  Senator  Yarborough  and  his 
wife,  Opal  Yarborough. 

You  have  heard  and  you  have  read  that 
Senator  Yarborough  and  I  have  had  differ- 
ences at  times.  I  have  read  a  good  deal  more 
about  them  and  I  have  heard  a  good  deal 
more  about  them  than  I  was  ever  aware  of. 

But  I  do  want  to  say  this,  that  I  don't  think 
that  Texas  has  had  a  Senator  during  my 
lifetime  whose  record  I  am  more  familiar 
with  than  I  am  with  Senator  Yarborough's. 
And  I  don't  think  Texas  has  had  a  Senator 
that  voted  for  the  people  more  than  Senator 


Yarborough  has  voted  for  them.  And  no 
Member  of  the  United  States  Senate  has 
stood  up  and  fought  for  me  or  fought  for  the 
people  more  since  I  became  President  than 
Ralph  Yarborough.  He  is  the  Democratic 
nominee  of  the  good  Democrats  of  this  State 
for  the  6-year  assignment  of  United  States 
Senator. 

We  have  one  Republican  Senator  from 
Texas  already,  and  I  hope  that  all  of  you  who 
claim  to  be  Democrats,  all  of  you  who  pre- 
tend to  be  Democrats,  all  of  you  who  want 
to  be  Democrats,  all  of  you  who  are  really 
good  Americans  will  go  out,  come  election 
day,  and  send  to  Washington  to  help  Hubert 
Humphrey  and  me  in  the  program  for  all 
the  people  of  this  Nation,  Senator  Ralph 
Yarborough. 

Thank  you  very  much  for  this  nice  party. 
I  want  to  assure  you  that  we  are  going  to 
have  a  long  and  rough  campaign.  It  is  not 
going  to  be  any  new  adventure  for  us  or 
any  new  experience  because  we  have  cut 
our  teeth  on  campaigns  for  30  or  40  years 
around  this  place.  We  are  not  afraid  of 
what  we  face.  We  will  not  indulge  in  any 
fear  or  any  smear.  We  will  put  the  search- 
light on  and  the  spotlight  out  there  and 
we  will  tell  the  people  what  we  stand  for. 

In  very  brief  terms,  we  stand  for  them. 
We  want  prosperity  here  at  home  where  the 
laborer  is  worthy  of  his  hire  and  where  he 
gets  a  chance  to  get  decent  wages  for  his 
work;  where  the  farmer  can  have  stable  in- 
come, and  can  enjoy  the  fruits  of  this  rich 
land,  and  educate  his  children  and  provide 
them  with  clothes  and  food  and  some  of  the 
luxuries  of  life;  we  want  a  place  where  busi- 
ness can  prosper  and  earn  a  fair  return  on 
their  investment  and  a  fair  profit  on  the  capi- 
tal that  they  have  put  into  their  venture;  we 
want  to  build  a  Nation  of  peace  lovers,  who 
do  not  seek  war,  but  who  yearn  for  peace. 
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but  who  realize  that  we  cannot  build  fortress 
America  and  put  our  heads  in  the  sand, 
and  let  the  rest  of  the  world  go  by. 

We  do  not  covet  the  acreage  of  anyone 
else.  We  seek  to  dominate  no  other  people. 
All  we  try  to  do  is  promote  peace  and  har- 
mony in  the  world,  and  we  like  peace  so 
much  that  we  want  everybody  to  have  some 
of  it. 

We  don't  question  the  motives  of  our 
adversaries;  we  don't  spend  the  time  talking 
about  the  people  that  oppose  us.  We  don't 
think  you  are  really  interested  in  my  per- 
sonal opinion  of  the  man  who  may  be  on  the 
Republican  ticket  in  various  places.  What 
you  are  interested  in  is  what  we  stand  for, 
what  we  are  going  to  do  about  it,  how  pre- 
pared we  are  to  accept  the  challenge,  how 
experienced  we  are  to  render  the  judgment 
that  will  preserve  for  you  the  kind  of  a  land 
that  you  want  to  live  in. 

I  spent  a  good  many  serious  evenings 
studying  the  problems  of  this  land,  and 
what  could  confront  us  the  next  4  years. 
After  doing  that  to  the  best  of  my  ability, 
I  came  to  the  conclusion  that  the  man  and 
woman  on  this  platform  tonight  could  do 
more  to  help  us  to  do  what  you  need  to  have 
done  for  you  than  anyone  else  that  was 
available. 

So  I  recommended  to  the  Democratic 
National  Convention  for  their  consideration 
Senator  Humphrey.  I  did  this  after  re- 
viewing the  recommendations  made  by  the 
various  Presidents  that  preceded  me  for  their 
running  mates.  I  observed  that  a  few 
Presidents  didn't  have  the  privilege  of 
recommending  their  running  mates  and, 
generally  speaking,  where  they  didn't  they 
had  very  poor  running  mates. 

So  I  was  glad  that  after  I  made  my  recom- 
mendation at  the  Democratic  Convention, 
made  up  of  more  than  2,000  delegates,  there 
wasn't  one  single  "no"  in  that  hall. 


I  think  that  is  a  great  tribute  to  Senator 
Humphrey  and  Mrs.  Humphrey,  and  the 
kind  of  life  they  have  led. 

Now  we  bring  you  no  readymade  an- 
swers and  we  don't  know  the  answers  to 
all  the  problems  we  have.  We  have  them 
in  various  parts  of  the  world  tonight.  We 
have  serious  problems  in  Viet-Nam.  We 
have  serious  problems  on  the  continent  of 
Africa.  We  have  serious  problems  on  the 
litde  island  of  Cyprus  that  Lady  Bird  and 
I  visited  just  a  few  weeks  ago. 

Any  one  of  those  problems  can  turn  into 
serious  events  that  would  bring  great  shock 
to  our  country.  We  are  doing  our  dead 
level  best  to  find  the  solutions  to  those  prob- 
lems, and  we  appreciate  the  support  we  have 
from  the  people  of  America. 

I  particularly  appreciate  the  faith  of  my 
homefolks.  I  can't  tell  you  that  every  de- 
cision I  make  will  be  the  right  one.  But  I 
can  tell  you  that  when  I  had  to  issue  the 
order  the  other  day  to  send  the  boys  off  of 
that  carrier  with  the  bombs  in  their  planes 
to  destroy  the  nests  of  those  FT  boats  that 
had  fired  on  our  destroyer,  that  it  was  an 
order  that  I  didn't  want  to  give.  It  was  an 
act  that  I  realized  was  a  very  serious  act. 
But  I  felt  that  it  was  in  the  best  interest  of 
this  Nation  and  it  was  the  only  course  I  could 
follow  if  I  really  wanted  peace,  to  let  them 
know  that  we  meant  what  we  said  and  said 
what  we  meant,  and  we  were  prepared  to 
back  it  up.    And  we  did  that. 

We  didn't  bomb  any  cities.  As  a  matter 
of  fact,  we  carefully  refrained  from  doing 
that.  We  didn't  kill  any  women  and  chil- 
dren. We  didn't  invade  any  metropolitan 
areas.  We  didn't  provoke  any  great  na- 
tions. We  said  to  them,  "You  must  leave 
your  neighbors  alone  and  you  mustn't  ever 
shoot  at  United  States  destroyers  without 
expecting  a  reply." 

I  get  a  lot  of  advice  and  I  need  a  lot,  and 
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I  seek  it  all  the  time.  I  am  very  happy  that 
the  men  on  this  platform  with  me  tonight 
are  the  kind  of  men  that  I  can  counsel  with 
and  I  can  trust.  I  have  had  advice  to  load 
our  planes  with  bombs  and  to  drop  them  on 
certain  areas  that  I  think  would  enlarge  the 
war  and  escalate  the  war,  and  result  in  our 
committing  a  good  many  American  boys 
to  fighting  a  war  that  I  think  ought  to  be 
fought  by  the  boys  of  Asia  to  help  protect 
their  own  land. 

And  for  that  reason,  I  haven't  chosen  to 
enlarge  the  war.  Nor  have  I  chosen  to  re- 
treat and  turn  it  over  to  the  Communists. 
Those  are  two  alternatives  that  we  have 
to  face  up  to.  The  third  alternative  is 
neutralization  in  Viet-Nam.  We  have  said 
that  if  anyone  was  willing  to  come  forward 
and  guarantee  neutralization,  in  other  words 
guarantee  the  independence  of  these  free 
people  and  guarantee  them  security  from 
their  neighbors  who  are  trying  to  envelop 
them,  we  would  be  the  first  to  stand  up  to 
the  table  and  say  to  them,  "Show  us  that  you 
can  guarantee  their  independence  and  we 
will  salute  you  and  we  will  be  very  proud  of 
you." 

But  there  is  no  country  that  is  willing  to 
do  that,  that  we  know  of,  so  neutralization 
is  not  very  practical  at  this  stage  of  the  game. 
There  are  three  alternatives  we  considered. 

The  fourth  alternative  is  to  do  what  we 
are  doing,  to  furnish  advice,  give  counsel,  ex- 
press good  judgment,  give  them  trained 
counselors,  and  help  them  with  equipment 
to  help  themselves.  We  are  doing  that. 
We  have  lost  less  than  200  men  in  the  last 
several  years,  but  to  each  one  of  those  200 
men — and  we  lose  about  that  many  in  Texas 
in  accidents  on  the  4th  of  July — ^to  each  one 
of  those  200  men  who  have  given  their  life 
to  preserve  freedom,  it  is  a  war  and  a  big 
war  and  we  recognize  it. 

But  we  think  that  it  is  better  to  lose  200 


than  to  lose  200,000.  For  that  reason  we 
have  tried  very  carefully  to  restrain  ourselves 
and  not  to  enlarge  the  war.  We  have  had 
a  good  many  difficulties  that  could  have 
sprung  into  major  events.  We  had  four  of 
our  soldiers  killed  in  Panama,  and  some  of 
our  people  thought  I  ought  to  send  in  para- 
troopers, and  that  we  ought  to  launch  a 
strong  force  against  the  small  group  of  folks 
that  live  in  Panama. 

But  we  told  them  that  they  couldn't  be- 
have this  way,  and  that  they  would  have  to 
sit  down  and  reason  with  us  across  the 
table,  that  we  could  not  make  any  precom- 
mitments  and  we  wouldn't  sign  a  blank 
check  to  a  treaty  that  we  didn't  know  what 
was  in  it,  but  that  we  would  do  what  was 
fair,  what  was  right,  and  what  was  just. 

It  took  us  60  days  to  work  out  an  agree- 
ment with  them,  but  they  finally  came  to  us 
and  said,  "We  think  that  is  fair  enough," 
and  so  we  worked  out  an  agreement.  Now 
we  have  rather  peaceful  relations  and  we 
are  on  the  way  to  making  amendments  and 
modifications  in  the  arrangements  between 
the  two  nations  that  will  be  satisfactory. 

Mr.  Castro  sought  to  cut  our  water  off  at 
Guantanamo.  He  notified  us  in  a  hasty 
moment  in  his  own  impulsive  way  that  he 
would  not  supply  water  to  our  base.  I  had 
some  military  experts,  some  generals  here 
and  there,  that  hollered  at  me  right  loudly 
and  said,  "Please  send  in  the  Marines  im- 
mediately." 

I  didn't  see  any  reason  to  send  in  the 
Marines  to  cut  the  water  off.  I  just  sent  in 
one  admiral  to  turn  it  off  and  kept  the 
Marines  at  home.  I  didn't  start  any  war, 
although  I  would  like  very  much  to  see  the 
free  people  of  Cuba  be  able  to  govern  them- 
selves without  the  dictations  of  Mr.  Castro. 

We  are  going  to  do  everything  that  we 
consistently  can  in  our  policies  to  see  that 
the  people  of  Cuba  are  free  people,  and 
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can  govern  themselves.  But  I  v^ould  re- 
mind you  that  Mr.  Castro  came  to  power 
before  Mr.  Kennedy  came  to  povi^er.  He 
came  to  pov^er  in  1959.  All  these  people 
that  give  you  solutions  to  Cuba  today — ^ask 
them  where  they  were  in  1959. 

So  we  have  had  in  Viet-Nam  in  less  than  a 
year,  three  different  governments.  That  is 
pretty  difficult,  to  carry  on  the  resistance  that 
must  be  carried  on  when  you  are  changing 
governments  very  often.  As  a  matter  of 
fact,  I  know  how  difficult  it  is  to  change 
governments  at  all,  because  notwithstanding 
the  experience  that  we  had,  the  transition 
following  the  tragedy  in  Dallas  has  been  a 
very  difficult  one  that  required  the  coopera- 
tion of  all  good  people.  Republicans,  Demo- 
crats, and  independents  for  the  last  8 
months. 

We  just  had  two  governments  in  the 
United  States.  I  hope  we  don't  have  an- 
other one  in  November.  But  we  do  have 
some  of  our  people,  a  rather  hard  core  peo- 
ple, they  make  up  a  rather  small  minority,  I 
think,  of  our  total  population. 

But  some  of  them  are  frustrated,  some 
of  them  are  overalarmed,  some  of  them  have 
their  blood  pressure  worked  up,  some  of 
them  are  excited  and  think  our  country  is 
not  doing  at  all  well,  and  everything  is  being 
mismanaged,  and  we  have  a  lot  of  woes 
and  a  lot  of  troubles  and  a  lot  of  headaches 
that  we  could  do  without. 

Well,  we  do  have  troubles  and  we  do  have 
problems,  any  great  nation  has  them. 
When  you  are  the  leader  of  the  world,  when 
you  are  the  richest  nation  in  the  world,  when 
you  are  the  most  prosperous  people  in  the 
world,  you  do  have  difficulties. 

I  don't  know  of  any  people  anywhere  that 
don't  look  up  to  the  United  States  of  Amer- 
ica and  really  wish  that  they  had  some  of 
the  things  that  we  have.  In  all  of  the 
travels  of  more  than  40  countries  that  I  have 


had,  I  have  had  impressed  upon  me  the 
great  faith  that  the  people  have  in  our  sys- 
tem of  government  and  in  our  fairness  and 
our  justice  as  people.  And  most  of  them 
like  what  we  have  so  well  they  would  like 
to  have  a  litde  of  it  themselves. 

So  I  say  to  you  tonight,  engage  in  a  little 
introspection,  and  ask  your  wife  when  you 
go  home,  ask  your  children,  talk  to  your 
family  about  it,  and  see  just  what  country 
you  would  like  to  live  in  that  you  think  is 
better  than  this  one. 

Try  to  figure  out  what  people  you  think 
have  as  high  a  standard  of  living  as  you 
have.  Try  to  figure  out  the  group  of  citi- 
zens anywhere  that  enjoys  the  freedom  that 
you  enjoy  here  in  America. 

Think  about  how  your  ancestors  came 
across  the  water  in  risky,  dangerous  adven- 
ture, seeking  the  liberty  that  you  now  enjoy. 
Ask  yourself  what  you  are  really  doing  to 
preserve  that  liberty,  and  to  be  worthy  of 
that  liberty,  and  to  justify  that  liberty  and 
that  freedom. 

All  I  can  say  to  you  is  that  I  have  talked 
much  longer  than  I  intended  to,  but  I  am 
proud  of  the  opportunity  that  you  have 
given  me  to  try  to  wrestle  with  your  safety 
and  your  security,  and  your  future,  and  the 
future  of  the  litde  ones  that  are  here  in  the 
front  row.  I  accepted  that  challenge  when 
I  accepted  that  nomination. 

As  long  as  the  Good  Lord  gives  me  life, 
I  am  going  to  do  my  dead  level  best  with 
all  the  energy  I  have,  and  with  any  talent 
that  I  may  have,  and  with  any  experience 
and  any  judgment  that  I  may  have,  to  leave 
this  world  better  than  I  found  it.  And  to 
leave  it  prepared  always  to  defend  itself; 
to  leave  it  willing  always  to  meet  any  neigh- 
bor halfway  and  do  him  justice;  leave  it  a 
prosperous  Nation,  where  every  child  has 
an  opportunity  to  get  an  education,  where 
every  man  has  an  opportunity  to  get  a  job, 
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where  every  family  can  worship  God  ac- 
cording to  the  dictates  of  their  own  con- 
science, and  where  we  have  the  right  of  free 
speech  and  we  do  not  discriminate  against 
our  own  people,  and  that  we  try  to  make 
this  one  happy  family  made  up  of  200  mil- 
lion people  in  this  country  that  can  be  an 
eJcample  for  all  the  rest  of  the  world  to 
follow. 
Thank  you  and  good  night. 

note:  The  President  spoke  in  the  local  rodeo  arena 
in  Stonewall,  Tex.     In  his  opening  words  he  re- 


ferred to,  among  others,  Arthur  Stehling,  an  attorney 
of  Fredericksburg,  Tex.,  who  helped  in  arrange- 
ments for  the  barbecue  celebration,  and  Mrs.  Steh- 
ling, Senator  and  Mrs.  Ralph  Yarborough  of  Texas, 
Representative  J.  J.  Pickle  of  Texas,  Mrs.  Tom 
Weinheimer,  Secretary  to  the  Gillespie  County 
Democratic  Executive  Committee,  and  Senator  and 
Mrs.  Hubert  H.  Humphrey  of  Minnesota.  Later 
he  referred  to  Thomas  C.  Ferguson,  a  former  Dis- 
trict Judge  of  Burnet  County,  Tex.,  who  spoke  dur- 
ing the  program. 

The  barbecue,  sponsored  by  the  Gillespie  County 
Democratic  Executive  Committee,  was  planned  in 
honor  of  the  President's  56th  birthday  anniversary. 


545    Filmed  Message  to  Delegates  of  the  Third  International 
Conference  on  the  Peaceful  Uses  of  Atomic  Energy. 
August  30,  1964 


I  WOULD  Uke  to  extend  my  best  wishes 
to  all  the  delegates  at  this  Third  Interna- 
tional Conference  on  the  Peaceful  Uses  of 
Atomic  Energy. 

A  great  challenge  confronts  you.  You 
can  hasten  the  day  when  the  atom  will  be 
harnessed  to  hard  labor  for  man's  welfare. 
You  can  reduce  the  risk  that  the  atom  will 
be  used  for  man's  destruction. 

We  stand  at  the  threshold  of  the  age  of 
nuclear  power  but  whether  nuclear  power 
will  meet  our  needs  tomorrow  depends  on 
our  work  and  our  wisdom  today. 

In  the  United  States  we  have  been  work- 
ing and  learning.  We  have  now  learned 
how  to  build  large-scale  reactors  whose  elec- 
tric power  will  be  economically  competitive 
in  many  parts  of  our  country  and  the  world. 

Our  utility  companies  now  aim  to  build 
or  purchase  reactors  producing  electricity  at 
between  4  and  6  mils  per  kilowatt  hour. 
This  achievement  has  come  from  15  years 
of  concentrated  research  and  development. 
The  United  States  Government  has  spent 
more  than  $1,600  million  on  this  effort. 
American  private  enterprise  has  spent  an 


additional  $500  million.  These  expendi- 
tures are  an  investment  of  our  people,  an 
investment  in  the  future  of  all  mankind. 

Through  our  Government  and  through 
private  enterprise  we  are  prepared  to  use  this 
vast  new  technology  to  help  other  countries 
meet  their  energy  needs. 

At  present  the  large-scale  reactor  offers 
the  best  hope  of  economic  production  of 
electricity.  Not  every  country  and  not  every 
community  can  use  this  large  size,  but  our 
rapid  rate  of  progress  should  soon  lead  to 
economic  production  in  smaller  reactors,  too. 

A  further  application  of  nuclear  energy 
will  be  large-scale  desalting  of  water.  The 
time  is  coming  when  a  single  desalting  plant 
powered  by  nuclear  energy  will  produce 
hundreds  of  millions  of  gallons  of  fresh 
water  and  large  amounts  of  electricity  every 
day. 

Our  Government  is  proceeding  with  an 
aggressive  program  of  nuclear  desalting. 
What  we  learn  in  this  program  will  be 
shared  with  other  nations.  Already  we  have 
begun  cooperative  exchanges  with  Mexico, 
with  Israel,  and  with  the  Soviet  Union. 
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Today  I  invite  all  of  you  to  join  with  us 
in  this  enterprise.  As  we  move  ahead  we 
look  to  the  International  Atomic  Energy 
Agency  to  play  an  ever  larger  role  in  these 
peaceful  efforts.  Already  it  has  set  stand- 
ards for  the  care  and  for  the  keeping  of 
nuclear  materials.  This  achievement  has 
raised  our  hopes  for  a  workable  system  of 
world  law  on  nuclear  energy. 

For  almost  20  years  we  have  known  the 
atom's  terror  as  a  weapon  of  war.  Today 
we  begin  to  know  its  hope  as  a  powerhouse 
of  peace. 

Today  at  last  we  really  have  good  reason 


for  believing  that  the  atom  can  be  made 
the  servant  and  not  the  scourge  of  mankind. 

note:  The  message  was  filmed  on  August  22  in 
the  Cabinet  Room  at  the  White  House.  The  film 
was  shown  at  the  opening  of  the  U.S.  Technical 
Exhibit  in  Geneva  on  August  30.  It  was  viewed 
by  Secretary  General  U  Thant  of  the  United  Nations, 
and  some  3,000  scientists  and  engineers  from  71 
countries  who  had  gathered  in  Geneva  for  the 
Third  United  Nations  International  Conference  on 
the  Peaceful  Uses  of  Atomic  Energy,  held  August 
3 1 -September  9. 

The  Chairman  of  the  U.S.  Atomic  Energy 
Commission,  Glenn  T.  Seaborg,  headed  the  U.S. 
delegation  to  the  conference.  Other  U.S.  delegates 
are  listed  in  the  Department  of  State  Bulletin 
(vol.  51,  p.  412). 


546    Remarks  Upon  Signing  the  Food  Stamp  Act. 
August  3I5  1964 


Members  of  the  Congress,  ladies  and 
gentlemen: 

I  am  proud  to  sign  the  Food  Stamp  Act 
of  1964  because  it  is  a  realistic  and  respon- 
sible step  toward  the  fuller  and  wiser  use 
of  our  agricultural  abundance. 

I  believe  the  Food  Stamp  Act  weds  the 
best  of  the  humanitarian  instincts  of  the 
American  people  with  the  best  of  the  free 
enterprise  system.  Instead  of  establishing 
a  duplicate  public  system  to  distribute  food 
surplus  to  the  needy,  this  act  permits  us  to 
use  our  highly  efficient  commercial  food 
distribution  system. 

It  is  one  of  many  sensible  and  needed 
steps  we  have  taken  to  apply  the  power  of 
America's  new  abundance  to  the  task  of 
building  a  better  life  for  every  American. 

In  1961  President  Kennedy's  first  Execu- 
tive order  doubled  the  quantity  and  variety 
of  foods  to  be  distributed  to  the  needy. 
Today  nearly  6  million  people  enjoy  a  better 
share  of  our  food  abundance  through  this 
program  and  up  to  15  different  food  items 
are  now  available. 


Likewise,  this  year  we  anticipate  that  17 
million  children — 3.2  million  more  than  in 
i960 — will  enjoy  hot  lunches  in  their 
schools,  many  of  them  for  the  first  time. 
This  is  because  of  the  sustained  effort  made 
to  help  our  schools  provide  student  lunches. 

For  3  years  we  have  conducted  pilot  oper- 
ations for  the  food  stamp  program  in  both 
urban  and  rural  areas.  These  tests  have 
exceeded  our  best  expectations.  They  have 
raised  the  diets  of  low-income  families  sub- 
stantially while  strengthening  markets  for 
the  farmer  and  immeasurably  improving  the 
volume  of  retail  food  sales. 

As  a  permanent  program,  the  food  stamp 
plan  will  be  one  of  our  most  valuable 
weapons  for  the  war  on  poverty. 

It  will  enable  low  income  families  to  in- 
crease their  food  expenditures,  using  their 
own  dollars. 

Our  efforts  to  make  better  use  of  abun- 
dance are  not  limited  to  domestic  programs. 
Hunger  is  a  worldwide  challenge.  Through 
the  Food  for  Peace  program,  we  are  sharing 
17  percent  more  of  our  food  with  other  peo- 
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pies  than  in  i960.  Our  food  abundance  is 
being  used  constructively  not  only  to  combat 
hunger  but  also  to  help  other  nations  to 
control  inflation,  generate  funds  for  financ- 
ing development  projects,  and  to  help  pro- 
vide lunches  for  some  40  million  school 
children  throughout  the  developing  world. 

The  support  given  the  food  stamp  plan 
illustrates  the  willingness  of  thoughtful 
Americans  to  find  better  uses  for  our  food 
abundance.  I  wish  to  compliment  those 
who  have  played  a  role  in  the  passage  of 
this  legislation,  including  the  distinguished 
chairmen  of  the  House  and  Senate  Commit- 
tees on  Agriculture,  Senator  EUender  and 
Representative  Cooley. 

Special  tribute  is  also  due  Congresswoman 
Sullivan  and  Senator  Aiken,  both  of  whom 


have  long  supported  a  Federal  food  stamp 
program  effectively. 

Finally,  I  wish  to  convey  my  personal 
note  of  thanks  to  all  agencies  of  State  and 
local  governments  and  to  those  bankers,  food 
retailers,  and  wholesalers  who  have  coop- 
erated with  the  United  States  Department 
of  Agriculture  in  this  program  during  its 
3-year  pilot  trial,  and,  finally,  to  the  majority 
of  the  Members  of  the  House  and  Senate 
who  made  it  possible  for  this  bill  to  be  on  my 
desk  tonight. 

note:  The  President  spoke  in  the  Cabinet  Room  at 
the  White  House.  During  the  course  of  his  re- 
marks he  referred  to  Senator  Allen  J.  Ellender  of 
Louisiana,  Representative  Harold  D.  Cooley  of  North 
Carolina,  Representative  Leonor  K.  Sullivan  of  Mis- 
souri, and  Senator  George  D.  Aiken  of  Vermont. 
The  Food  Stamp  Act  of  1964  is  Public  Law  88- 
525  (78  Stat.  703). 


547    Telephone  Remarks  to  the  Convention  of  the 
Plasterers'  Union.    August  31,  1964 


President  Leonard  and  members: 

I  am  proud  to  be  able  to  join  today  in  con- 
gratulating you  as  you  celebrate  the  looth 
anniversary  of  your  union. 

Over  these  last  100  years,  we  have  made 
much  progress  in  this  country  toward  ful- 
filling the  promise  of  freedom  for  our  people 
and  of  all  mankind.  It  is  symbolic,  I  think, 
that  your  union  was  founded  at  a  time  when 
Americans  were  fighting  other  Americans 
in  a  terrible  war  that  divided  our  Nation. 
For  the  gains  all  of  us  have  made — ^whether 
in  labor  or  business  or  agriculture — have 
come  because  of  our  Nation's  growing  unity 
since  that  era  of  tragic  division. 

We  are  a  happier  people,  we  are  a  stronger 
Nation  because  we  have  avoided  the  di- 
vision of  class  against  class  and  creed  against 
creed  and  color  against  color. 


Today,  great  opportunities  open  before 
us  to  make  this  life  better  for  all  of  us. 
The  right  of  the  workingman  to  be  recog- 
nized— and  to  bargain  collectively — must 
not  and  will  not  be  compromised  as  long  as 
I  sit  in  the  White  House.  The  same  is 
true  for  the  rights  and  attainments  of  all 
sectors  of  our  society — ^business  as  well  as 
labor,  farmers  as  well  as  consumers,  the  old 
as  well  as  the  young. 

Our  challenge  is  not  to  turn  back  or  to 
look  aside — ^but  to  go  ahead  to  the  work 
that  will  make  this  a  better  and  finer  land 
for  all  of  us. 

We  want  to  assure  that  every  child  born 
in  this  land  will  in  the  future  have  the  op- 
portunity for  a  full  education — ^to  the  full 
extent  of  his  abilities.  We  want  our  citizens 
who  enjoy  a  longer  life  to  know  that  the 
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savings  of  their  productive  years  will  not  be 
wiped  away  by  hospital  costs  in  their  later 
years.  We  want  the  heads  of  every  family 
to  know  that  when  they  need  work  and 
want  to  work  there  will  be  jobs  available  to 
them — good  jobs  at  decent  pay. 

Devotion  to  goals  such  as  these  has  made 
America  what  it  is  today.  And  I  don't  think 
there  is  one  of  you  at  that  convention  this 
morning  that  would  choose  any  other  of 
the  120  countries  in  lieu  of  America.  For  I 
believe  the  American  people  know  in  their 
hearts  that  the  course  we  are  following  is  the 
right  course. 

We  have  the  wisdom  and  the  will  to  build 
a  great  society  in  the  United  States.  All 
of  you  are  builders  of  America  and  in  these 
next  years  ahead  I  believe  that  you  will  be 
building — ^both  on  the  job  and  in  your  par- 
ticipation as  citizens  of  this  republic. 

Our  generation  is  privileged  to  bear  the 
burdens  of  defending  freedom  and  preserv- 
ing peace  around  the  world.  This  is  a  great 
and  noble  task.  None  of  us  would  turn 
away  from  it. 

But  if  we  are  to  stand  as  the  strong  center 
of  the  free  world — and  the  hopes  of  man — 
we  must  always  work  to  assure  the  success, 
stability,  progress,  and  unity  of  our  demo- 
cratic system  and  our  society  here  at  home. 

That  is  why  we  work  as  we  do  to  protect 
the  equal  rights  and  equal  opportunity  of 


all — to  assure  the  progress  of  all  families 
in  our  land. 

Let  those  of  us  who  are  well-fed,  well- 
clothed,  and  well-housed  never  forget  and 
never  overlook  those  who  live  on  the  out- 
skirts of  hope.  Most  of  us  have  lived  that 
way  ourselves  at  some  time  in  our  lives.  Let 
us  not  forget  the  Golden  Rule  of  do  unto 
others  as  we  would  have  them  do  unto  us. 
And  while  we  work  to  maintain  peace  in 
the  world,  let  us  not  forget  that  here  at  home 
we  are  locked  in  battle  against  pioverty  and 
ignorance  and  disease  and  violence. 

In  the  year  2064,  when  your  convention 
meets  to  celebrate  your  200th  anniversary,  it 
is  my  earnest  hope,  my  genuine  ]3rayer,  and 
your  wish  that  your  heirs  in  your  trade 
union  will  be  able  to  say  that  this,  the  year 
1964,  was  the  time  when  all  Amiericans  be- 
gan the  work  of  our  greatest  construction 
project — the  building  of  the  Great  Society 
in  America  where  the  fruits  of  that  society 
would  be  distributed  to  all  the  people. 

Thank  you  and  goodby. 

note:  The  President  spoke  by  telephone  from  the 
LBJ  Ranch  in  Johnson  City,  Tex.,  to  the  delegates 
to  the  looth  Anniversary  Convention  of  the  Opera- 
tive Plasterers'  and  Cement  Masons*  International 
Association  of  the  United  States  and  (Canada,  held 
at  the  Sheraton  Hotel  in  Philadelphia,  Pa.  His 
opening  words  referred  to  Edward  J.  Leonard,  gen- 
eral president  of  the  association. 

The  text  of  the  President's  remarks  was  released 
at  Austin,  Tex. 


548    Remarks  to  the  General  Board  of  the  AFL-CIO. 
September  i,  1964 


I  THANK  YOU  for  your  endorsement.  I 
will  carry  it  proudly  during  this  campaign. 
I  will  remember  it  fondly  in  January  as  we 
begin  4  more  exciting  years  of  progress. 

Twenty-five    years    ago    today    Hitler's 
tyranny   struck   at   helpless   Poland.     The 


world  as  we  knew  it  was  never  to  be  the 
same. 

Americans  of  all  parties  can  share  a 
moment  of  pride  in  our  achie^^ements  in 
those  25  years.  In  the  factories,  and  in  the 
field  of  battle,  we  won  the  victory.    And  in 
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the  dangerous  years  that  followed  we  never 
wavered  in  the  defense  of  freedom  or  the 
pursuit  of  peace.  As  a  result  we  are  closer 
than  ever  to  making  the  Second  World  War 
the  last  world  war. 

At  home  we  have  seen  depression  become 
boom,  idle  men  find  rewarding  toil,  and  our 
country  climb  to  heights  of  prosperity  be- 
yond our  most  daring  dreams. 

In  i960  men  of  litde  faith  said  the  climb 
was  over — America  had  reached  its  peak. 
But  you  did  not  believe  them.  The  Demo- 
cratic Party  did  not  believe  them.  And  the 
American  people  did  not  believe  them. 

America  chose  to  move  forward.  And  the 
result  has  been  a  steady,  uninterrupted, 
expanding  prosperity  for  all  Americans. 
Since  196 1,  5  million  nonfarm  jobs  have 
been  added  to  the  economy.  Unemploy- 
ment in  July  dropped  to  4.9  percent.  The 
average  family  of  four  earns  today,  after 
taxes,  $1,200  more  than  in  1961.  Average 
manufacturing  wages  have  gone  up  more 
than  15  percent. 

This  prospertity  is  not  an  accident.  It  is 
not  good  luck.  It  is  the  result  of  tested 
policies.  It  is  the  result  of  the  hard  work 
and  cooperation  of  business  and  labor.  It  is 
a  result  of  the  unmatched  vitality  of  our  free 
enterprise  system — the  envy  of  all  the  world. 

Today  again  men  of  faulty  vision  cry, 
"Halt  ...  we  have  done  all  we  can  do." 
And  today  again  the  American  people  will 
reject  these  fear-filled  slogans. 

We  are  on  the  edge  of  an  abundance 
which  can  tower  over  all  the  gains  of  the 
past.    I   predict,   if   we   continue   on   our 


course,  the  growth  of  the  next  4  years  will 
be  the  greatest  in  all  our  history.  And 
every  person  in  this  country  will  benefit  from 
expanding  prosperity. 

Let  no  one  mistake  our  aims.  Neither 
pressure  nor  protest,  danger  or  difficulty  will 
move  us  one  inch  from  the  historic  princi- 
ples which  have  brought  us  to  today's 
heights.  Nor  will  we  neglect  the  poor,  the 
sick,  the  aged — those  who  have  not  shared 
in  our  abundance.  Medical  care  for  the 
old,  increased  minimum  wages,  the  war  on 
poverty  are  parts  of  a  program  with  a  single 
goal:  to  give  every  American  a  place  of  dig- 
nity in  our  national  life. 

And  this  is  only  the  beginning.  The 
country  is  changing.  Population  is  grow- 
ing and  technology  is  expanding.  We  must 
move  to  meet  these  challenges  or  be  over- 
whelmed by  them.  They  will  require  the 
same  courage  and  confidence  we  have 
brought  to  the  challenges  of  the  past. 

With  these  as  our  tools,  we  can  build  a 
nation  which  will  enlarge  and  enrich  the 
life  of  every  citizen.  We  have  the  knowl- 
edge and  the  resources.  And  this  Novem- 
ber, the  American  people  will  confirm  that 
this  country  has  the  determination  to  keep 
moving  forward. 

I  ask  you  to  be  at  my  side  in  this  great 
task. 

I  will  be  at  yours. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  3:40  p.m.  in  the  East 
Room  at  the  White  House.  In  his  opening  re- 
marks he  referred  to  a  resolution  adopted  earlier  in 
the  day  by  the  executive  council  of  the  AFL-CIO 
unanimously  endorsing  the  nomination  of  the  Presi- 
dent and  Senator  Humphrey. 
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549    Remarks  Upon  Signing  the  Housing  Act. 
September  2,  1964 


Members  of  the  Congress,  ladies  and  gen- 
tlemen: 

I  am  pleased  today  to  approve  the  Hous- 
ing Act  of  1964.  I  believe  that  we  have  a 
commitment  to  assure  every  American  an 
opportunity  to  live  in  a  decent  home,  in  a 
safe  and  a  decent  neighborhood. 

This  milestone  measure  v^ill  help  us  to 
honor  that  commitment.  This  bill  carries 
forward  our  continuing  efforts  to  eradicate 
slums  and  blight  in  our  cities;  to  assure 
decent  housing  for  those  least  able  to  find 
it — the  poor,  the  elderly,  the  severely  handi- 
capped— and  those  in  our  rural  areas;  to  help 
our  communities  grow  in  orderly  directions 
and  avoid  future  blight  and  assure  lasting 
beauty. 

This  bill  does  more  than  to  continue  the 
successful  programs  that  we  have  had  in 
operation  in  the  past.  It  provides  new  sup- 
port for  greater  success  in  the  future.  The 
plight  of  property  owners  in  urban  renewal 
areas  is  recognized  in  this  measure.  Pro- 
vision is  made  so  that  they  can  rehabilitate 
their  homes  and  businesses  instead  of  having 
to  move  from  the  path  of  the  bulldozers. 

Looking  ahead,  this  measure  assists  local 
communities  in  enforcing  housing  codes  so 
blight  does  not  develop  or  persist  in  the 
future.  It  also  provides  for  training  local 
urban  development  administrators  and  to 
produce  the  city  planners  that  we  shall  need 
in  the  future  to  guide  in  the  growth  that  we 
expect. 

This  is  by  no  means  a  bill  just  for  the 
cities  of  America  alone.  A  key  new  pro- 
gram provides  for  the  construction  of  low- 
cost  rental  housing  for  our  farmworkers  in 
the  Nation.  This  is  a  most  needed  and  a 
most  welcome  step. 


Nor  is  this  bill  a  bill  solely  for  the  housing 
of  those  that  are  in  unfortunate  circum- 
stances. It  provides  expanded  benefits  to 
builders  and  to  lenders,  and  to  families  in 
good  circumstances. 

By  every  standard  we  think  this  bill  bene- 
fits all  Americans,  and  if  we  are  to  continue 
to  keep  our  commitments  in  the  v^^orld,  then 
I  believe  it  is  fundamental  that  we  must 
consider  keeping  our  commitments  here  at 
home.  And  that  is  what  we  are  trying  to 
do  with  this  legislation. 

For  our  generation,  courage  is  not  con- 
fined to  meeting  the  challenges  faraway  from 
us.  Courage  is  also  required  to  meet  the 
problems  and  the  obligations  audi  the  chal- 
lenges that  are  nearest  to  us. 

This  Congress  deserves,  I  believe,  very 
special  commendation  for  the  foresight  and 
the  courage  that  it  has  shown  in  meeting 
our  problems  here  at  home  and  in  our  own 
country,  with  our  own  people.  Tht  Urban 
Mass  Transportation  Act,  the  highway  aid 
bill,  the  Hill-Burton  extension,  the  many 
education  measures  all  represent,  together, 
the  most  constructive  attack  by  any  Con- 
gress on  the  challenge  of  keeping  America 
fit  and  a  fine  place  for  our  families. 

I  believe  it  is  noteworthy  that  all  of  these 
programs  represent  a  new  spirit  of  coopera- 
tion between  the  Federal  and  the  State  and 
local  governments;  likewise,  I  think  it  is 
significant  that  a  strong  spirit  of  trust  be- 
tween the  public  sector  and  the  private 
sector  is  present.  We  reject  the  thought  of 
our  families  living  in  a  faceless,  rc^gimented, 
monotonous  America.  We  intend  to  pre- 
serve the  role  of  private  enterprise,  the  force 
of  private  initiative,  and  the  right  of  private 
choice  in  our  life  as  free  men. 
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May  I  express  my  very  special  congratula- 
tions this  morning  to  both  Senator  Sparkman 
and  Congressman  Rains  of  Alabama.  Cer- 
tainly for  Albert  Rains  this  Housing  Act  of 
1964  is  a  crowning  achievement  for  a  highly 
constructive  career  of  great  public  service. 
I  knovs^  that  I  express  the  thought  of  all  of 
us  when  I  say  we  regret  that  he  has  not 
chosen  to  run  again  for  the  Congress.  We 
do  hope  that  he  will  see  fit  to  honor  us  in 


other  fields  of  public  service  in  the  years 
ahead. 

I  want  to  thank  all  the  Members  of  the 
Congress  who  have  come  here  this  morn- 
ing, and  applaud  their  efforts  in  passing 
this  most  constructive  and  helpful  piece  of 
legislation  that  is  designed  to  benefit  all 
Americans. 

note:  The  President  spoke  in  midmorning  in  the 
Cabinet  Room  at  the  White  House.  The  Housing 
Act  of  1964  is  PubUc  Law  88-560  (78  Stat.  769). 


550    Remarks  at  the  Swearing  In  of  Dr.  Otto  Eckstein  as  a  Member 
of  the  Council  of  Economic  Advisers.    September  2,  1964 


Dr,  and  Mrs,  Ec\stein,  ladies  and  gentle- 
men: 

I  know  that  the  Ivy  League  takes  a  dim 
view  of  recruiting  athletes.  But  I  hope  that 
they  will  be  more  favorable  toward  our  re- 
cruiting economists.  We  have  had  a  "Big 
Ten"  team  on  the  Council,  from  Minnesota, 
Michigan,  and  Indiana.  Walter  Heller  and 
Gardner  Ackley  may  have  the  height  on 
you,  Dr.  Eckstein,  but  we  do  expect  you  to 
add  depth  worthy  of  both  Harvard  and 
Princeton. 

Eighteen  years  ago  the  Council  of  Eco- 
nomic Advisers  was  established  by  the  Em- 
ployment Act  of  1946.  At  that  time  there 
were  many  predictions  that  the  Council 
would  become  either  an  aloof  academic 
supreme  court  of  academic  policy  or  a  sin- 
ister scheming  cell  of  master  planners. 
Under  both  Republican  and  Democratic 
administrations  it  has  become  neither.  In- 
stead, the  Council  is  one  of  the  most  effec- 
tive and  one  of  the  most  successful  instru- 
ments of  responsible  policy  guidance  that  has 
been  created  in  modern  times. 

I  am  both  proud  and  grateful  for  its  serv- 
ices and  for  the  leadership  offered  by  Chair- 
man Heller  and  Acting  Chairman  Ackley. 


In  1946  our  Nation  faced  considerable 
uncertainty  about  employment  in  postwar 
America.  I  remember,  as  a  Member  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  at  that  time,  our 
concern  for  the  facts  of  prewar  America. 

In  1938  unemployment  stood  at  19  per- 
cent. Even  in  1941  unemployment  was  10 
percent.  But  in  the  Employment  Act  of 
1946  we  made  a  bold  new  national  com- 
mitment. We  committed  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment to  use  all  practical  means  to  create 
and  maintain  conditions  under  which  there 
would  be  afforded  useful  employment  oppor- 
tunities for  those  that  were  able  and  willing 
and  seeking  work.  The  facts  today  tell  the 
story  of  our  success. 

This  summer,  72,400,000  Americans  have 
been  at  work,  more  than  have  ever  been  at 
work  in  our  history.  Unemployment  has 
dropped  below  5  percent.  We  are  enjoying 
together  the  longest  and  the  strongest  un- 
interrupted prosperity  in  the  Nation's 
history. 

Well,  this  is  a  great  record,  and  credit  is 
wisely  due.  Our  success  is  not  the  success 
of  Government  alone,  or  labor  alone,  or 
business  alone.  But  it  is  the  success  of  all 
of  these  parts  of  our  general  system,  and  all 
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working  together  in  our  system. 

One  factor  in  that  success  is  the  greater 
use  in  all  sectors  of  reliable,  responsible 
guidance  from  our  economics  profession. 
I  suppose  that  professors,  like  politicians, 
will  always  be  the  target  of  critics.  But  I 
do  think  it  is  healthy  for  America  that  we 
no  longer  look  down  our  noses  at  trained 
men  with  trained  minds.  Our  policies,  pub- 
lic and  private,  are  wiser  and  more  success- 
ful today  because  we  do  respect  and  we  do 
accept  the  counsel  of  our  academic  commu- 
nity. 

Today,  unlike  1946,  we  face  the  future 
with  strong  confidence,  with  solid  expecta- 
tions. We  are  hopeful  the  time  may  come 
when  recessions  as  we  have  known  them 
will  become  not  merely  milder  and  less  fre- 
quent but  even  become  a  relic  of  the  past. 

We  are  confident  that  this  resourceful  and 
resolute  economy  can  meet  its  responsibili- 
ties for  creating  the  jobs  that  are  required 
by  a  growing  population.    Maximum  em- 


ployment is  not  the  only  answer  to  the  war 
on  poverty.  Most  of  the  poor  have  jobs  but 
their  jobs  are  poor  because  they  are  unpre- 
pared for  good  jobs.  Many  of  the  rest  are 
simply  not  in  the  labor  force  because  of  age 
or  disability,  or  family  status. 

Victory  in  the  war  on  poverty  requires 
more  than  jobs.  It  requires  a  strong  and  a 
vigorously  growing  economy  as  the  environ- 
ment for  progress  on  all  fronts  and  that  is  the 
target  that  is  in  our  sights  today. 

Dr.  Eckstein,  we  want  to  welcome  you 
aboard.  It  is  good  to  have  you.  I  want  to 
welcome  to  the  White  House  not  only  you 
under  these  circumstances,  but  your  won- 
derful family  who  is  present  to  see  you 
sworn  in. 

note:  The  ceremony  was  held  in  the  Cabinet  Room 
at  the  White  House.  During  the  course  of  his 
remarks  the  President  referred  to  Walter  W.  Heller, 
Chairman,  Council  of  Economic  Advisers,  and 
Gardner  Ackley,  member  of  the  Council.  The  text 
of  brief  remarks  by  Dr.  Eckstein  was  also  released. 


551    Special  Message  to  the  Congress  Transmitting  Report  on 
U.S.  Policy  and  International  Cooperation  in 
Antarctica.    September  2,  1964 


To  the  Congress  of  the  United  States: 

I  am  pleased  to  transmit  to  the  Congress 
this  special  report  on  United  States  Policy 
and  International  Cooperation  in  Antarctica. 
Men  and  nations  alike  tend  to  concentrate 
their  energies  on  unsolved  problems.  In 
foreign  afifairs,  disagreements  all  too  often 
distract  public  attention  from  accords  and 
agreements. 

But  preoccupation  with  world  problems 
should  not  obscure  situations  like  Antarctica 
where  this  country  and  others  work  together 
harmoniously  to  construct  the  prototypes  of 
peace. 


The  Treaty  provides  for  freedom  of  scien- 
tific investigation  in  Antarctica  and  for  car- 
rying on  undiminished  the  cooperation 
started  during  the  International  Geophysical 
Year.  It  prohibits  nuclear  explosions  in 
Antarctica  and  the  disposal  there  of  radio- 
active waste. 

To  see  that  the  Treaty  is  complied  with, 
national  Observers  may  be  sent  at  any  time 
to  any  part  of  Antarctica  to  inspect  various 
national  installations.  In  late  1963,  the 
United  States  sent  two  such  inspection  teams 
to  examine  facilities  of  six  other  countries. 
In  January  1964  they  reported  that  no  Treaty 
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violations  were  observed  in  any  of  the  in- 
stallations visited. 

Since  the  Treaty  came  into  force  in  1961, 
the  parties  have  held  periodic  meetings  in  a 
rare  spirit  of  frankness  and  cooperation  to 
find  acceptable  v^ays  to  carry  out  various  pro- 
visions of  the  Treaty. 

On  Antarctica's  icy  v^astes,  scientists  visit 
freely  betv^een  their  various  national  instal- 
lations, sometimes  spending  an  entire  year 
working  with  their  counterparts  from  other 
countries.  Many  important  expeditions 
have  been  completed  and  lives  saved  in  time 
of  danger  because  of  timely  assistance  from 
other  national  stations. 


Thus  the  Antarctic  Treaty  to  which  the 
Senate  of  the  United  States  gave  its  advice 
and  consent  to  ratification  on  August  10, 
i960,  serves  not  only  as  a  pact  guarantee- 
ing freedom  of  scientific  inquiry  in  the  Con- 
tinent of  Antarctica  but,  more  importantly, 
as  an  outstanding  example  of  practical  co- 
operation between  nations  and  a  positive 
step  toward  a  peaceful  world. 

Lyndon  B.  Johnson 

note:  The  report  "United  States  Policy  and  Inter- 
national Cooperation  in  Antarctica,"  dated  May 
1964,  is  printed  in  House  Document  358  (88th 
Cong.,  2d  sess.) . 

For  the  text  o£  the  Antarctic  Treaty,  see  "United 
States  Treaties  and  Other  International  Agreements" 
(12  UST  (pt.  i)  794,  TIAS  4780). 


552    Statement  by  the  President  Following  Senate  Passage 
of  the  Medicare  Bill.    September  2,  1964 


THE  VOTE  in  the  Senate  was  a  victory 
not  only  for  older  Americans  but  for  all 
Americans.  The  health  of  every  citizen — 
old  and  young,  rich  and  poor — is  vital  to 
our  strength  as  a  nation. 

This  is  the  first  time  either  House  of 
Congress  has  endorsed  health  care  for  the 
aged  under  the  social  security  system.  I 
congratulate  the  Senate  and  hope  that  the 


Congress  will  not  long  delay  final  action 
on  this  constructive,  fair,  and  wise  proposal. 
In  a  free  and  prosperous  society  there  is 
no  need  for  any  person,  especially  the 
elderly,  to  suffer  personal  economic  disaster 
and  become  a  tragic  burden  upon  loved  ones 
or  the  State  through  major  illness  when,  by 
prudently  setting  aside  the  employers  and 
employees  contributions  this  can  be  avoided. 


553     Statement  by  the  President  on  the  Death  of 
Sergeant  York.    September  2,  1964 


SERGEANT  Alvin  Cullum  York  has  stood 
as  a  symbol  of  American  courage  and  sacri- 
fice for  almost  half  a  century.  His  valor, 
above  and  beyond  the  call  of  duty,  in  World 
War  I  was  recognized  with  the  Nation's 
highest  award,  the  Medal  of  Honor.  As  the 
citizen-soldier  hero  of  the  American  Expe- 


ditionary Forces,  he  epitomized  the  gallan- 
try of  American  fighting  men  and  their 
sacrifices  in  behalf  of  freedom. 

As  Commander  in  Chief,  I  know  that  I 
express  the  deep  and  heartfelt  sympathy  of 
the  American  people  to  his  wife  and  family. 
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554    Remarks  Upon  Signing  the  Wilderness  Bill  and  the  Land  and 
Water  Conservation  Fund  Bill.    September  3,  1964 


Members  of  the  Cabinet  and  the  Congress, 
ladies  and  gentlemen: 

This  is  a  very  happy  and  historic  occasion 
for  all  who  love  the  great  American  out- 
doors, and  that,  needless  to  say,  includes  me. 
The  two  bills  that  I  am  signing  this  morning 
are  in  the  highest  tradition  of  our  heritage 
as  conservators  as  well  as  users  of  America's 
bountiful  natural  endowments. 

The  wilderness  bill  preserves  for  our  pos- 
terity, for  all  time  to  come,  9  million  acres 
of  this  vast  continent  in  their  original  and 
unchanging  beauty  and  wonder. 

The  land  and  water  conservation  bill  as- 
sures our  growing  population  that  we  will 
begin,  as  of  this  day,  to  acquire  on  a  pay-as- 
you-go  basis  the  outdoor  recreation  lands 
that  tomorrow's  Americans  will  require. 

I  believe  the  significance  of  this  occasion 
goes  far  beyond  these  bills  alone.  In  this 
century,  Americans  have  wisely  and  have 
courageously  kept  a  faithful  trust  to  the  con- 
servation of  our  natural  resources  and 
beauty.  But  the  long  strides  forward  have 
tended  to  come  in  periods  of  concerted  effort. 

The  first,  I  think,  was  under  the  leadership 
of  a  great  Republican  President,  Theodore 
Roosevelt.  This  brought  passage  of  the 
Reclamation  Act.  This  brought  the  creation 
of  the  national  forests.  This  brought  the 
development  of  a  new  concept  of  national 
stewardship. 

The  second  period  came  under  a  great 
Democratic  President,  Franklin  Delano 
Roosevelt.  He  led  this  Nation  in  rebuilding 
the  land  and  developing  the  resources  for 
improving  the  life  of  all  of  us.  He  did  it 
through  the  TVA,  through  the  CCC, 
through  the  Soil  Conservation  Service, 
through  the  water  conservation  projects. 

Anyone  that  objectively  studies  the  rec- 


ord of  the  88th  Congress  I  think  would  have 
to  conclude  that  another  historic  era  has 
begun  this  year.  If  the  88th  had  not  earned 
already  so  many  honorable  titles,  such  as 
the  education  Congress,  the  health  Congress, 
the  full  prosperity  Congress,  it  would  be 
remembered  as  the  conservation  Congress, 
because  in  addition  to  the  measures  before 
me  this  rnorning.  Congress  has  wisely  this 
year  passed  the  Ozark  Rivers  National 
River  way  bill,  which  I  signed  last  week; 
the  Fire  Island  National  Seashore  bill,  which 
is  awaiting  action;  the  Canyonlands  National 
Park  legislation,  which  I  expect  to  sign 
shortly,  creating  our  first  new  national  park 
on  this  continent  in  17  years. 

But  Congress  has  done  even  more.  Action 
has  been  taken  to  keep  our  air  pure  and  our 
water  safe  and  our  food  free  from  pesticides; 
to  protect  our  wildlife;  to  conserve  our 
precious  water  resources.  No  single  Con- 
gress in  my  memory  has  done  so  much  to 
keep  America  as  a  good  and  wholesome 
and  beautiful  place  to  live. 

I  think  it  is  significant  that  these  steps 
have  broad  support  not  just  from  the  Demo- 
cratic Party,  but  the  Republican  Party,  both 
parties  in  the  Congress.  For  example,  the 
wilderness  bill  has  been  before  the  Congress 
since  1957,  but  it  passed  this  year  73  to  12 
in  the  Senate,  and  373  to  i  in  the  House. 
So  it  seems  to  me  that  this  reflects  a  new 
and  a  strong  national  consensus  to  look 
ahead,  and,  more  than  that,  to  plan  ahead; 
better  still,  to  move  ahead. 

We  know  that  America  cannot  be  made 
strong  by  leadership  which  reacts  only  to 
the  needs  or  the  irritations  or  the  frustra- 
tions of  the  moment.  True  leadership  must 
provide  for  the  next  decade  and  not  merely 
the  next  day.    That  is  the  kind  of  leadership 
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that  this  Congress  is  providing. 

I  am  very  proud  of  the  leadership  and 
the  wisdom  and  the  vitality  and  the  vigorous 
approach  that  the  distinguished  and  able 
Secretary  of  Interior  has  made,  and  the  lead- 
ership that  he  has  provided  from  coast  to 
coast  in  this  field.  For  their  leadership  on 
these  bills,  I  am  especially  grateful  to  Sena- 
tor Anderson,  v^ho  has  been  in  the  forefront 
of  conservation  legislation  since  he  first  came 
to  the  House;  to  Senator  Jackson;  to  Con- 
gressman Aspinall;  and  to  Members  of  both 
parties  on  these  important  committees  that 
reported  these  bills. 

So  it  is  w^ith  a  great  deal  of  pride  and 
pleasure  and  hope  for  the  future  that  v^e 
enact  into  law  today  by  signing  these  bills 


some  of  the  most  far-reaching  conservation 
measures  that  a  farsighted  nation  has  ever 
coped  with. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  10:30  a.m.  in  the 
Rose  Garden  at  the  White  House.  In  the  course 
of  his  remarks  he  referred  to  Secretary  of  the 
Interior  Stewart  L.  Udall,  Senator  Clinton  P.  An- 
derson of  New  Mexico,  Senator  Henry  M.  Jackson 
of  Washington,  and  Representative  Wayne  N. 
Aspinall  of  Colorado. 

As  enacted,  the  wilderness  bill  (S.  4)  is  Public 
Law  88-577  (78  Stat.  890);  the  land  and  water 
conservation  fund  bill  (H.R.  3846)  is  Public  Law 
88-578  (78  Stat.  897). 

In  his  comments  on  the  record  of  the  88th  Con- 
gress in  the  field  of  conservation  the  President 
referred  to  the  Ozark  National  Scenic  Riverways 
bill  (78  Stat.  608),  the  Fire  Island  National  Sea- 
shore bill  (78  Stat.  928),  and  the  Canyonlands 
National  Park  bill  (78  Stat.  934). 


555    Remarks  to  Members  of  the 
for  Johnson  and  Humphrey 

I  AM  GRATEFUL  that  the  record  and  con- 
duct of  this  administration  have  earned  your 
vote  of  confidence  this  afternoon — as  inde- 
pendent Americans.  And,  I  might  add,  so 
is  Senator  Humphrey. 

Our  American  system  was  not  intended 
to  be  controlled  by  the  rigid  disciplines  of 
party.  On  the  contrary,  it  was  founded  on 
the  belief  that  in  political  decisions  affecting 
the  fate  and  fortune  of  their  country,  all 
Americans  would  be,  as  you  are,  proudly 
and  patriotically  independent. 

This  year  independent  Americans,  of  all 
walks  of  life,  have  a  choice:  the  choice  of 
the  kind  of  country  they  want  America  to  be. 

They  can  choose  an  America  which  sails 
a  straight  and  sure  course,  steered  by  experi- 
ence, confident  in  its  strength,  steadfast  in 
its  purposes.  They  can  choose  an  America 
devoted,  as  America  has  always  been  de- 
voted, to  peace  in  the  world  and  progress  for 
mankind. 


National  Independent  Committee 
.    September  3,  1964 

Or  they  can  choose  quite  a  different 
America — an  America  tacking  sail  and  turn- 
ing about  to  retrace  its  course.  They  can 
choose  an  America  whose  purposes  will  not 
be  understood  by  the  people  of  the  world, 
or  even  by  the  people  at  home. 

Yes,  the  independent  American  has  a 
choice,  and  with  that  choice  goes  a  responsi- 
bility: the  responsibility  to  stand  up  and  be 
counted. 

In  this  year  of  1964,  we  are  not  determin- 
ing the  future  of  our  parties.  But  we  are 
determining  the  fate  and  fortune  of  America 
itself — and  of  the  cause  we  are  privileged  to 
lead. 

I  commend  all  of  you  not  only  on  the 
choice  you  have  made  for  your  country,  but 
on  your  courage  in  now  assuming  the  re- 
sponsibility of  your  convictions. 

Ten  months  ago,  it  fell  to  me  to  become 
the  36th  man — in  188  years — to  take  up  the 
burdens  of  this  office  I  hold.    I  entered  these 
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duties  with  the  same  determination  that 
guides  me  now:  to  strive  to  be — always  and 
only — ^President  of  all  the  people. 

I  did  not,  I  do  not,  I  shall  never  seek  to  be 
a  labor  President  or  a  business  President, 
a  President  for  liberals  or  a  President  for 
conservatives,  a  President  for  the  North  or  a 
President  for  the  South — but  only  President 
for  all  the  people. 

In  these  10  months,  as  you  well  know, 
the  record  of  our  Nation's  progress  tells  the 
story  of  what  Americans  can  do  together  in 
unity. 

Our  GNP  is  up  nearly  $20  billion. 

Our  industrial  production  is  up  5.2 
percent. 

Personal  income  after  taxes  is  up  $20 
billion. 

Corporate  profits  are  up  more  than  $3!^ 
billion. 

Your  stock  values  are  up  more  than  $100 
billion. 

In  all  our  history,  business  has  never  been 
better  than  in  these  last  43  months  of  unin- 
terrupted prosperity  and  the  families  of  our 
land  have  never  been  more  prosperous. 

Times  are  good,  but  never  easy.  There 
is  still  work  to  be  done — hard  work,  de- 
manding work,  but  infinitely  rewarding 
work — here  at  home  as  well  as  across  the 
seas.  It  is  this  work  that  I  want  a  united 
America,  a  progressive  America,  a  prudent 
America,  to  be  doing  in  the  years  to  come. 

I  want  the  world  to  know  beyond  doubt 
that  America  stands  for  peace  and  that  we 
are  prepared  to  protect  it.  I  also  want  the 
people  of  America  to  know  that  their  Gov- 


ernment, here  in  Washington,  stands  for 
the  people's  progress  and  is  determined  to 
continue  it. 

In  all  the  world  and  in  all  history,  no  men 
have  ever  had  so  much  to  conserve  as  we. 
You  know,  I  know — all  thoughtful  Ameri- 
cans know — that  we  do  not  conserve  the 
goodness  of  our  life  or  the  nobility  of  our 
values  by  abrupdy  changing  our  national 
character  or  course. 

Our  national  history  for  188  years  has 
been  a  history  of  liberal  and  conservative 
working  together.  Liberalism  and  conserv- 
atism are  partners,  not  enemies — and  it  must 
always  be  so. 

We  have  a  heritage  to  preserve  from  our 
ancestors.  But  we  also  have  trust  to  keep 
with  our  posterity. 

In  this  year  of  national  decision,  I  am 
confident  that  responsible  and  independent 
Americans  will  play  a  decisive  role  in  hold- 
ing America  on  course,  so  that  we  may  keep 
faith  with  those  before  us  and  those  who 
shall  come  after  us. 

note:  The  President  spoke  in  the  Cabinet  Room  at 
the  White  House.  In  his  opening  remarks  he  re- 
ferred to  a  resolution  adopted  by  the  National  Inde- 
pendent Committee  for  Johnson  and  Humphrey  at 
its  organization  meeting  earlier  in  the  day  express- 
ing confidence  in  the  President's  leadership.  The 
Committee,  a  group  of  45  business  and  financial 
leaders — many  of  them  former  supporters  of  the 
Republican  Party — was  formed  to  sponsor  "a  col- 
lective public  endorsement  of  President  Johnson  and 
Senator  Humphrey  by  outstanding  people  through- 
out the  country  who  are  well  known  for  their  ac- 
complishments in  nonpartisan  and  nonpolitical 
activities." 

As  printed,  this  item  follows  the  prepared  text 
released  by  the  White  House. 
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556    Letter  Accepting  Resignation  of  Robert  F.  Kennedy  as 
Attorney  General.    September  3,  1964 


Dear  Bob: 

It  is  with  regret  that  I  have  received  your 
resignation.  You  have  played  a  very  vital 
role  in  the  conduct  of  public  affairs. 

Both  President  Kennedy  and  I  sought  your 
counsel  on  a  wide  range  of  matters  going  far 
beyond  the  usual  concerns  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Justice.  For  four  years  you  have 
shared  in  deliberations  on  major  matters  of 
national  security,  and  your  contributions 
have  been  significant. 

You  must  also  share  my  special  satisfaction 
at  your  conduct  of  the  office  of  Attorney  Gen- 
eral. Under  your  administration  the  De- 
partment of  Justice  achieved  new  standards 
of  excellence  and  has  come  to  symbolize  this 
government's  insistence  on  the  vigorous  and 
impartial  assurance  of  equal  justice  to  all 


Americans.  It  has  been  an  administration 
worthy  in  every  way  of  the  grand  tradition 
of  justice  on  which  American  liberty  rests. 

My  regret  at  your  leaving  is  tempered  by 
satisfaction  in  the  knowledge  that  you  in- 
tend to  continue  your  service  to  your  coun- 
try. You  will  soon  be  back  in  Washington 
where  I  can  again  call  upon  your  judgment 
and  counsel. 

With  best  regards, 
Sincerely, 

Lyndon  B.  Johnson 

[Honorable  Robert  F.  Kennedy,  Department  of 
Justice,  Washington,  D.C.] 

note:  Mr.  Kennedy  served  as  Attorney  General  from 
January  21,  1961,  through  September  3,  1964.  His 
letter  of  resignation,  dated  September  3,  was  released 
on  the  same  day. 


557    Remarks  Upon  Signing  the  Nurse  Training  Act  of  1964. 
September  4,  1964 


Membef's  of  the  Congress,  ladies  and  gentle- 
men: 

The  best  of  health  for  all  Americans  is  a 
primary  national  goal  for  all  of  us.  Today 
we  are  moving  a  long  step  nearer  that  ob- 
jective. The  Nurse  Training  Act  of  1964 
is  the  most  significant  nursing  legislation 
in  the  history  of  our  country.  I  believe  that 
it  will  enable  us  to  attract  many  more  of  our 
most  qualified  young  people  to  this  great 
and  noble  calling. 

Nurses  today  are  essential  members  of  our 
Nation's  health  team.  The  health  needs  of 
a  growing  population  cannot  be  met  without 
their  help.  Blessed  with  the  gifts  of  heal- 
ing and  with  a  wise  and  understanding 
heart,  nurses  perform  a  vital  role  in  main- 
taining and  strengthening  America's  health 


services  and  our  national  well-being.  Yet 
we  are  critically  short  of  the  nurses  that  we 
need. 

Far  too  many  people  today  suffer  need- 
lessly, or  go  without  the  attention  they  re- 
quire, simply  because  we  do  not  have  enough 
well-trained  nurses.  About  20  percent  of 
positions  for  professional  nurses  in  hospitals 
are  today  unfilled.  The  shortage  of  nurses 
has  forced  some  hospitals  to  close  wards  and 
entire  sections.  Others  have  been  obliged 
to  fill  vacancies  with  people  who  are  poorly, 
or  at  least  incompletely,  trained. 

By  the  year  1970  we  will  need  850,000 
nurses.  That  is  a  startling  figure,  but  that 
is  300,000  more  than  we  have  today.  At 
their  present  strength,  our  nursing  schools 
can  graduate  only  30,000  a  year.    Clearly 
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the  capacity  to  train  additional  thousands 
of  nurses  must  be  increased,  if  we  are  to 
improve  or  even  maintain  America's  na- 
tional health  standards. 

The  Nurse  Training  Act  of  1964,  which 
we  have  met  this  morning  to  finally  sign 
and  complete,  represents  the  response  of  an 
enlightened  Congress  to  the  urgent  need. 
The  act  contains  four  principal  elements. 
It  authorizes  a  program  of  grants  to  build 
and  renovate  nursing  schools;  it  establishes  a 
program  to  help  schools  of  nursing  strength- 
en and  improve  their  training  programs  and 
to  help  diploma  schools  of  nursing  meet  the 
costs  which  will  come  with  increased  enroll- 
ment; it  expands  the  existing  program  of 
advanced  training  of  professional  nurses; 
it  establishes  a  loan  program  which  will 
enable  many  talented  but  needy  students  to 
undertake  the  professional  training  for  a 
nursing  career. 

All  of  this  has  very  special  meaning  for 
the  young  women  of  our  Nation;  by  remov- 
ing some  of  the  financial  barriers  to  training 
it  will  enable  many  more  deserving  and  tal- 
ented young  women  to  enter  the  proud  pro- 
fession of  nursing. 

A  century  has  passed  since  Florence 
Nightingale  and  Clara  Barton  brought  the 
art  of  nursing  on  to  the  world's  stage.  We 
owe  a  great  debt  of  gratitude  to  these 
courageous  and  dedicated  women,  and  to 
the  many  other  women  who  have  served 
humanity  throughout  our  long  history. 
Today's  nurse  must  be  both  humanitarian 
and  scientist.  Her  great  compassion  must 
be  matched  by  much  greater  competence. 

So  the  Nurse  Training  Act  of  1964  is 
recognition  of  the  new  needs  of  the  profes- 


sion, as  well  as  the  growing  needs  of  all  of 
our  people.  We  feel  a  very  special  debt  to 
those  whose  legislative  effort  and  dedication 
and  energy  and  hard  work  made  this  legisla- 
tion possible. 

I  particularly  appreciate  the  efforts  of 
Congressman  Oren  Harris,  who  is  the  au- 
thor of  much  good  legislation;  and  my  dear 
friend  Senator  Lister  Hill,  who  is  unable  to 
be  with  us  this  morning;  Congressman  Ken- 
neth Roberts,  who  chaired  the  subcommittee 
which  held  the  detailed  hearings;  and  the 
other  Members  of  the  House  and  Senate 
committees  that  pioneered  this  legislation 
and  are  responsible  for  bringing  it  safely 
through  both  bodies. 

You  see  them  on  the  platform  this  morn- 
ing. I  am  sorry  that  they  are  not  outdoors 
people  and  they  all  like  to  get  up  in  the 
shade,  but  they  are  here  to  receive  what  is 
properly  theirs,  a  tribute  for  their  pioneering 
effort  in  this  field  where  we  need  this  legis- 
lation so  much. 

This  is  truly  a  notable  achievement  toward 
raising  the  standards  of  health  care  in  the 
United  States.  I  predict  that  down  through 
the  years  to  come  that  every  person  here  this 
morning  will  be  proud  that  they  were  per- 
mitted to  be  a  participant  in  this  historic 
legislation  that  will  do  so  much  to  keep  our 
Nation  healthy  and  that  will  permit  our 
suffering  to  at  least  be  endurable  as  a  result 
or  a  compassionate  and  concerned  nurse. 

Thank  you  very  much. 

note:  The  President  spoke  in  midmorning  in  the 
Rose  Garden  at  the  White  House.  During  his  re- 
marks he  referred  to  Representative  Oren  Harris  of 
Arkansas,  and  to  Senator  Lister  Hill  and  Repre- 
sentative Kenneth  A.  Roberts  of  Alabama. 

The  Nurse  Training  Act  of  1964  is  Public  Lav^^ 
88-581  (78  Stat.  908). 
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558    Statement  by  the  President:  Labor  Day. 
September  4,  1964 

ON  MONDAY,  our  Nation  will  observe 
Labor  Day  for  the  70th  year. 

In  1894,  when  Congress  first  designated 
this  day,  our  labor  force  consisted  of  approx- 
imately 25  million  persons — including  chil- 
dren as  young  as  10  years  of  age — ^working, 
when  work  was  to  be  found,  60  hours  each 
week  at  wages  averaging  only  20 0  an  hour. 

In  this  year  of  1964,  we  have  reached  a 
new  record  of  72.4  million  Americans  at 
work,  laboring  one-third  fewer  hours  each 
week  at  wages  tenfold  greater  than  on  the 
first  Labor  Day. 

The  greater  gains  of  these  years  are  not 
measurable  in  material  terms. 

The  life  of  the  workingman  and  his  fam- 
ily in  our  society  today  is  a  world  away  from 
70  years  ago. 

Then,  in  the  lingering  tradition  of  cen- 
turies past,  the  worker  in  America  was  a 
citizen  of  second  class — often  excluded,  too 
often  exploited,  regarded  as  unequal,  and 
treated  as  inferior. 

Now,  the  worker  in  America  is  a  full 
citizen  of  the  first  class — accorded  a  place  of 
dignity  in  our  society,  a  role  of  participation 
in  our  affairs,  and  a  trust  of  high  responsi- 
bility for  the  success  of  our  system.  A  com- 
passionate society  cares  for  the  life  he  leads 
as  well  as  for  the  labor  he  performs. 

Today  we  travel  a  road  of  well-being 
together. 

In  the  service  of  our  well-being,  the  Amer- 
ican trade  union  movement  serves  an  in- 
valuable role.  It  was  founded  in  time  of 
social  crisis  to  give  the  individual  the 
strength  of  many  in  his  contest  with  the 


power  of  the  privileged  few.  Today,  in  a 
time  of  the  privileged  many,  that  movement 
speaks  on  behalf  of  the  forgotten  few, 

American  unions  consistendy  advance  and 
support  programs  to  increase  the  welfare  of 
all. 

Such  work  is  today  the  work  of  us  all. 

For  if  we  have  come  far,  we  still  have 
far  to  go. 

Our  purpose  and  our  policy  must  be  to 
create  more  jobs,  open  more  doors  of  oppor- 
tunity, shelter  and  safeguard  the  rights  which 
have  been  won  and  seek  to  assure  rights  not 
yet  secure. 

On  this  Labor  Day  of  1964,  let  us  as  a 
people  take  pride  not  only  in  what  we  have 
done  but  in  what  we  are  privileged  now  to 
undertake. 

Let  us,  in  particular,  continue  to  strive  to 
serve  the  stability  and  success  of  our  society 

by:  _ 

— ^assuring  the  prosperity  and  competitive- 
ness of  American  enterprise, 

— ^maintaining  free  collective  bargaining 
as  the  basic  means  of  economic  decision, 

— making  the  development  of  our  man- 
power a  priority  piece  of  public  business, 

— and  by  increasing  the  well-being  of 
workers  and  security  of  their  organizations 
in  all  that  we  do. 

In  these  times  responsibility  is  required 
of  our  Nation  in  the  world,  but  that  respon- 
sibility begins  at  home. 

For  if  we  are  to  keep  our  commitments 
to  freedom  in  all  lands,  we  must  faithfully 
keep  our  commitments  to  our  families  in 
this  land. 
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559    Statement  by  the  President  on  the  North  Pacific 
Fisheries  Negotiations.    September  4,  1964 

THE  THIRD  round  of  negotiations  with 
Canada  and  Japan  on  North  Pacific  fisheries 
problems  is  scheduled  to  begin  in  Ottawa 
on  September  9.  I  have  just  received  a  re- 
port on  the  issues  involved  from  Ambassa- 
dor Benjamin  A.  Smith  II,  who  will  head 
the  United  States  delegation  in  these  nego- 
tiations. The  major  problem  with  which 
the  negotiations  will  deal  is  the  revision  of 
the  existing  international  arrangements  for 
the  conservation  and  rational  utilization  of 
the  fishery  resources  in  the  North  Pacific 
Ocean. 

Two  earlier  rounds  of  negotiations  were 
held  in  Washington  and  Tokyo  last  year. 
They  made  substantial  progress  toward  full 
agreement.  I  hope  the  negotiations  can  be 
completed  during  the  new  round  of 
discussions. 

The  primary  objective  of  the  United 
States  in  these  negotiations  is  to  protect  the 
interests  of  Alaska  and  the  Pacific  Northwest 
in  the  North  Pacific  fisheries,  which  consist 
principally  of  salmon  and  halibut.  The 
economy  of  these  regions  is  heavily  de- 
pendent upon  the  U.S.  fisheries  supported  by 
these  resources. 

The  interests  of  the  United  States  in  these 
fishery  stocks  have  been  advanced  by  the 
International  Convention  for  the  High  Seas 
Fisheries  of  the  North  Pacific  Ocean.  Basic 
to  that  convention  is  the  concept  that  in 
special  situations,  such  as  those  exemplified 
by  the  North  American  salmon  and  halibut 
fisheries,  where  the  countries  participating 
in  the  fisheries  have  built  up  and  maintained 


the  resources  through  major  research  and 
regulatory  programs,  other  countries  should 
exercise  restraints  on  their  fishing  of  the  type 
provided  for  in  that  convention. 

This  concept  provides  the  incentives  neces- 
sary to  the  establishment  and  continuation 
of  the  conservation  measures  essential  to  the 
attainment,  both  now  and  in  the  future,  of 
the  maximum  harvest  of  food  for  man- 
kind. This  will  insure  the  conservation 
of  important  marine  resources  and  prevent 
irreparable  damage  to  them  through  over- 
exploitation.  This  is  in  the  common  interest 
of  Japan,  Canada,  and  the  United  States. 

Over  the  years  we  have  made  major  con- 
tributions to  the  restoration  and  maintenance 
of  the  salmon  and  halibut  fisheries.  For  this 
reason,  we  have  a  special  interest  in  them. 
We  are  determined  to  protect  that  interest, 
while  giving  every  consideration  to  the  legit- 
imate interests  of  the  other  parties  to  the 
convention.  I  am  confident  that  Ambas- 
sador Smith,  who  was  the  United  States 
representative  during  the  earlier  discus- 
sions, will  effectively  present  our  point  of 
view. 

I  urge  that  the  three  delegations  work  out 
a  solution  that  will  permit  the  conservation 
of  these  resources  for  future  generations, 
taking  into  account  the  unique  circumstances 
surrounding  the  convention  and  the  interests 
of  all  parties  to  it. 

note:  The  International  Convention  for  the  High 
Seas  Fisheries  of  the  North  Pacific  Ocean  is  pub- 
lished with  related  papers  in  "United  States  Treaties 
and  Other  International  Agreements"  (4  UST  (pt.  i) 
380,  TIAS  2786;  14  UST  (pt.  i)  953,  HAS  5385). 
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560    The  President's  News  Conference  of 
September  5,  1964 


THE  PRESIDENT,  [i.]  I  havc  just  signed  a 
proclamation  designating  the  week  of  Sep- 
tember 6th  as  College  Students  Registration 
Week.^  I  won't  take  any  of  your  time  going 
into  it,  but  it  may  interest  you.  Only  52 
percent  of  these  young  people  cast  ballots  in 
recent  presidential  elections  compared  with 
82  percent  of  the  men  and  women  in  their 
6o's. 

The  American  Heritage  Foundation,  the 
group  that  met  with  us  once  before  with  the 
chairman  of  both  parties,  in  the  White 
House,  are  interested  in  this  matter  and  they 
have  conducted  this  poll.  It  was  at  their 
suggestion  that  we  are  issuing  this  procla- 
mation.   Get  Mac  ^  to  get  you  a  copy  of  it. 

[2.]  The  first  thing  I  want  to  say  this 
morning  is  about  the  Chilean  election,  that 
it  was  an  internal  matter  in  which  the  people 
of  Chile  were  the  only  judges  of  the  issues. 
The  election  reminds  us  once  more,  how- 
ever, of  the  strength  of  democracy  in  Chile 
and  throughout  the  Western  Hemisphere. 

It  reminds  us  that  the  last  6  months  have 
been  good  for  democracy  and  progress  in  the 
Americas.  Prospects  in  a  number  of  im- 
portant countries  are  more  hopeful  now  than 
they  were  6  months  ago,  and  the  prospects 
for  those  who  are  hostile  to  freedom  are 
weaker. 

The  Chilean  election  reminds  us  of  the 
advances  which  the  Alliance  for  Progress  is 
making  throughout  the  hemisphere.  Mr. 
Frei,  in  the  campaign,  expressed  his  inten- 
tion to  work  for  the  economic  and  social  de- 
velopment of  his  country  within  a  democratic 
framework  which  emphasizes  personal 
liberty.    These  are  our  goals  and  the  goals 


of  the  Alliance  for  Progress. 

We  wish  the  Chilean  people  well.  We 
look  forward  to  cooperating  with  their 
newly  selected  leader  just  as  we  have  in  the 
past  with  his  distinguished  predecessor.  We 
hope  that  the  next  6  years  will  be  a  period 
of  peace  and  prosperity  and  a  period  of  con- 
tinued progress  in  economic  and  social 
reform. 

Let  me  say  again  that  I  see  yesterday's 
events  in  Chile  in  the  context  of  Latin 
American  affairs  generally.  In  that  context, 
the  Chilean  election  seems  to  me  to  reinforce 
our  hopes  for  a  very  bright  future  in  the 
Americas.  Each  country  in  the  hemisphere 
must  work  for  progress  and  democracy  by 
its  own  methods.  We  have  a  long  road  to 
travel,  but  we  are  on  our  way. 

[3.]  Another  item  that  may  interest  you: 
General  Taylor  ^  is  coming  back,  in  accord- 
ance with  the  plans  which  we  previously 
made,  but  which  he  delayed  last  week  be- 
cause of  the  political  situation  in  Viet-Nam. 
I  look  forward  to  meeting  with  him  early 
next  week,  and  also  with  Ambassador 
Lodge,^  who  has  done  an  outstanding  job 
abroad  in  explaining  our  policy  and  purpose 
in  Viet-Nam  to  our  allies  in  Europe. 

These  meetings,  like  other  meetings  which 
we  have  had  in  the  past  on  Viet-Nam,  will 
be  devoted  to  a  careful  review  of  our  pro- 
grams, and  the  reaffirmation  of  our  simple 
basic  purpose  which  is  to  help  the  free  people 
of  that  country  in  their  struggle  for  progress 
against  the  Communist  subversion  and 
terror. 

[4.]     I  think  you  should  know  also  that  I 


^Proclamation  3614  (29  F.R.  12817;  3  CFR,  1964 
Supp.). 
^Malcolm  M.  Kildufif,  Assistant  Press  Secretary. 


^Gen.  Maxwell  D.  Taylor,  U.S.  Ambassador  to 
Viet-Nam. 

"^  Henry  Cabot  Lodge,  former  U.S.  Ambassador  to 
Viet-Nam. 
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plan  to  have  a  talk  with  Mr.  Dean  Acheson, 
former  Secretary  of  State,  who  has  returned 
from  8  weeks  of  the  most  delicate  and  diplo- 
matic talks.^  He  is  in  the  country  today,  and 
he  will  be  in  the  early  part  of  the  week,  per- 
haps Monday  or  Tuesday. 

Although  the  situation  in  Cyprus  has  not 
yet  been  removed  and  the  situation  there  re- 
mains full  of  danger,  all  Americans  can  be 
very  proud  of  Mr.  Acheson's  patient  and 
skillful  efforts  to  help  find  the  honorable 
and  peaceful  solution.  I  believe  when  such 
a  setdement  is  found,  it  will  be  clear  that  his 
work  was  a  major  constructive  element  in  the 
process. 

The  United  States  continues  to  have  an 
intimate  interest  in  finding  such  a  settle- 
ment because  of  its  close  ties  with  all  parties 
and  its  commitment  to  freedom  and  peace 
for  this  eastern  wing  of  the  great  alliance. 

[ 5.  ]  A  couple  of  other  matters  that  might 
interest  you: 

[Reading]  "I  have  been  advised  by  Secre- 
tary of  Defense  McNamara  that  a  new  and 
significantly  improved  weapon — the  Polaris 
A-3  missile — will  soon  become  part  of  our 
strategic  missile  force.  The  new  A-3  will  be 
deployed  for  the  first  time  aboard  the  nuclear 
submarine  U.S.S.  Daniel  Webster  when  she 
begins  her  first  patrol  later  this  month. 

"The  A-3  missile  which  was  put  into  ac- 
celerated development  in  1964,  has  a  range 
of  2,500  nautical  miles,  some  1,000  nautical 
miles  greater  than  that  of  the  A-2,  and  more 
than  double  that  of  the  A-i.  This  new 
weapon  not  only  has  a  much  greater  range, 
but  it  is  extremely  accurate  and  incorporates 
the  latest  technological  advances  to  assure 
that  it  will  be  able  to  penetrate  to  its  target, 
including  those  protected  by  possible  ballistic 
missile  defense  systems. 


"With  the  A-3,  our  Polaris  submarines 
will  be  able  to  operate  over  much  wider 
areas.  For  example,  a  submarine  armed 
with  A-i  missiles  for  targets  1,000  miles  in- 
land has  some  700,000  square  miles  of  sea 
room  in  which  to  maneuver.  Armed  with 
the  A-3,  the  same  targets  can  be  covered  and 
the  submarines  will  have  more  than  8,000,000 
square  miles  of  ocean  in  which  to  hide. 
Operating  in  the  700,000  square  mile  area, 
an  A-3  submarine  can  hit  targets  nearly 
2,500  miles  inland." 

The  statement  is  more  extended.  I  won't 
take  your  time  on  it,  but  it  will  be  available 
for  you.^ 


^  Mr.  Acheson  served  as  personal  envoy  of  the 
President  to  the  Geneva  conference  to  mediate  the 
dispute  between  Greece  and  Turkey  over  Cyprus. 


^  The  statement  as  released  by  the  White  House 
contains  the  following  additional  paragraphs: 

You  will  recall  that  in  January  1961  this  admin- 
istration ordered  an  acceleration  of  the  development 
of  the  A-3  missile  and  a  speedup  in  the  construction 
of  Polaris  submarines.  This  resulted  in  the  produc- 
tion of  one  submarine  each  month  as  opposed  to  one 
every  2  months  under  the  old  schedule.  As  of  this 
date,  16  Polaris  submarines  are  deployed  on  station, 
8  more  than  would  have  been  available  under  the 
old  plans.  Under  the  original  schedule  the  Daniel 
Webster  would  not  have  deployed  until  July  of  1965, 
and  with  A-2  missiles.  The  first  A-3  would  not 
have  been  deployed  until  a  year  from  now. 

No  land  area  on  this  earth  is  beyond  reach  of  these 
submerged  missile  ships  of  our  Navy.  They  are 
truly  a  global  deterrent  to  war. 

We  have  made  great  strides  in  developing  the 
Polaris  system  in  a  very  short  time.  It  was  less 
than  4  years  ago,  November  i960,  when  the  first 
Polaris  submarine  deployed.  Now,  16  are  on  sta- 
tion armed  with  256  Polaris  missiles. 

Eight  Polaris  submarines  have  gone  to  sea  for 
their  initial  patrols  since  the  beginning  of  this  year. 
In  the  next  8  months  we  expect  to  deploy  1 1  more, 
all  but  one  of  which  will  carry  the  A-3  missile. 

Polaris  submarines  now  operate  in  the  Atlantic 
and  Mediterranean,  and  before  the  end  of  the  year 
will  be  operational  in  the  Pacific  as  well. 

All  41  Polaris  submarines  planned  as  part  of  our 
strategic  forces  will  be  operational  in  1967.  Twenty- 
eight  will  carry  the  A-3  missile  and  13  will  have 
the  1,500  nautical  mile  A-2.  The  A-i  will  have 
been  phased  out. 

The  Fleet  Ballistic  Missile  system,  highly  invulner- 
able, dependable,  and  accurate,  gives  the  United 
States  a  force  which  can  deliver  a  crushing  and 
retaliatory  blow  to  an  aggressor. 
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[6.]  I  am  informed  by  the  Atomic 
Energy  Commission  and  the  Secretary  of 
Defense  this  morning  that — [reading'] — 
"they  are  proceeding  with  the  development 
of  a  new,  high-powered,  long-lived  reactor 
which  constitutes  a  major  step  forward  in 
nuclear  technology,  and  will  make  nuclear 
power  more  attractive  in  the  construction 
of  our  aircraft  carriers. 

"Two  of  these  reactors  could  power  an 
attack  aircraft  carrier  as  compared  with  eight 
reactors  required  for  the  U.S.S.  Enterprise, 
Four  are  considered  for  the  U.S.S.  ]ohn  F, 
Kennedy.  The  development  program  will 
be  under  the  direction  of  Vice  Admiral 
Rickover. 

"The  new  two-reactor  plants  will  provide 
approximately  the  same  total  horsepower  as 
that  provided  by  the  four  and  eight  reactors. 
In  addition,  it  will  almost  double  the  fuel 
life.  It  is  important  to  note  that  the  new 
two-reactor  plant  will  be  less  expensive  than 
others,  particularly  with  respect  to  operating 
costs.  A  carrier  powered  by  this  new  plant 
will  require  refueling  only  once  in  the  life 
of  the  ship." 

There  is  some  more  detail  in  the  state- 
ment, but  I  think  it  is  too  long  to  give  to  you.^ 

[7.]  We  have  exchanged  correspondence 
between  the  United  States  and  Brazil,  ex- 
pressions of  our  solidarity  during  the  Tonkin 
Gulf  incident.    Those  letters  will  be  made 


'The  statement  as  released  by  the  White  House 
contains  the  following  additional  paragraphs: 

The  Department  of  Defense  and  the  Atomic 
Energy  Commission  are  confident  that  the  reactor 
will  be  developed  in  time  so  that  it  could  be  in- 
stalled in  a  carrier  in  the  1968-69  time  period. 

Development  of  the  two-reactor  aircraft  carrier 
propulsion  plant  is  another  significant  step  in  the 
creation  of  a  nuclear  powered  Navy.  It  is  part  of 
a  continuing  program  to  develop  reliable,  advanced 
nuclear  propulsion  plants  for  both  surface  and  sub- 
marine use. 

The  Department  of  Defense  and  the  Atomic 
Energy  Commission  will  have  further  details. 


public  to  you  if  you  are  interested  in  the 
exchange.® 

[8.]  Later  this  month  Random  House  is 
publishing  a  book — and  it  is  right  here;  I  am 
making  some  editorial  changes — in  which  I 
will  discuss  my  philosophy  of  government 
and  my  views  on  the  issues.  This  book  is 
devoted  to  what  I  have  said  and  done  since 
becoming  President,  and  what  I  have  be- 
lieved in  all  my  life.^  The  earnings  from 
the  book,  if  there  are  any,  will  be  turned 
over  to  charity. 

I  am  ready  to  take  any  questions  now  for 
a  few  minutes  before  I  take  a  walk.  If  any 
of  you  want  to  go  with  me,  you  can  go  with 
me. 

[9.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  sir,  you  said  you 
would  withhold  a  statement  on  whether  you 
would  engage  in  televised  debates  until  you 
received  the  nomination.  Will  you  now 
engage  in  debates  with  Senator  Goldwater 
on  a  regularly  scheduled  news  program? 

THE  PRESIDENT.  I  haveu't  reached  any  de- 
cision on  that.  I  haven't  said  I  would  with- 
hold the  statement.  I  said  we  would  cross 
the  bridge  when  we  got  to  it.  I  haven't 
reached  it  yet. 

[10.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  can  you  give  us 
your  reaction  to  Mr.  Nixon's  statement  that 
the  Democratic  Party  is  now  the  party  of  big 
business? 

THE  PRESIDENT.  No.  I  havcu't  heard  from 
Mr.  Nixon.  I  didn't  know  that  he  had  said 
anything  like  that. 

Q.  He  said  the  Republican  Party  is  now 
the  party  of  the  people.  Would  you  agree 
with  that? 

THE  PRESIDENT.  I  think  the  Democratic 
Party  and  the  Republican  Party  both  are 
trying  to  do  what  they  think  is  best  for  all 

®  See  Item  561. 

"Johnson,  Lyndon  B.,  "My  Hope  for  America" 
(New  York:  Random  House,  1964,  127  pp.). 
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the  country,  without  regard  to  any  special- 
ized segment  of  the  country,  I  think  the 
whole  question  is  the  approach  to  it,  and 
which  course  is  more  likely  to  attain  the 
best  results.  I  don't  think  that  the  Demo- 
cratic Party  wants  any  business  government, 
any  labor  government,  any  big  government. 
It  is  just  interested  in  the  best  government 
for  all  the  people. 

I  have  expressed  my  philosophy  in  that 
field  many  times.  I  don't  think  in  order 
to  be  for  the  private  enterprise  system  you 
have  to  be  against  Government;  or  in  order 
to  be  for  the  workingman,  to  be  against  busi- 
ness; or  in  order  to  be  for  business,  to  be 
against  labor. 

I  think  we  can  all  work  together.  As  a 
matter  of  fact,  I  have  given  a  good  deal  of 
thought  to  a  big  problem  that  confronts  our 
country.  If  you  will  take  a  little  time,  I  will 
go  over  some  of  my  ideas  in  connection 
with  that  very  thing. 

I  think  this  Nation's  most  important  con- 
cern, as  far  as  we  can  see  ahead,  is  and 
should  be  the  unity  of  this  country.  Never 
in  the  history  has  any  people  succeeded  in 
building  a  free  society  on  such  a  huge  scale 
and  with  the  variety  of  such  different  re- 
ligious denominations,  ethnic  stocks,  and 
races. 

We  have  witnessed  the  complete  destruc- 
tion by  inner  conflict  of  many  nations  be- 
cause they  pitted  race  against  race  and  re- 
ligion against  religion,  group  against  group. 

What  your  question  implies  or  suggests  is 
class  against  class.  That  must  not  happen 
here  in  either  party.  All  of  us  in  govern- 
ment, and  all  of  you  in  the  press,  and  all 
responsible,  constructive  citizens  everywhere 
have  a  responsibility  to  see  that  it  doesn't. 

Against  the  great  odds  we  build  one  society 
from  many.  There  is  one  good  reason  for 
that,  because  we  have  been  willing  to  sub- 


ordinate our  loyalties  to  any  one  group  to  the 
loyalty  to  a  greater  group. 

I  have  expressed  that  to  you  many  times, 
and  I  won't  go  into  a  great  deal  of  detail, 
but  probably  the  most  memorable  occasion 
was  when  I  assumed  the  leadership  of  the 
Democratic  Party  in  the  Senate  in  1952 — 
when  we  had  been  routed  in  the  election  by 
a  very  popular  war  hero.  General  Eisen- 
hower— I  rejected  Mr.  Taft's  philosophy  that 
it  was  the  duty  of  the  opposition  to  oppose. 

That  was  his  statement:  it  is  the  business 
of  the  opposition  to  oppose.  I  rejected  that, 
and  said  I  think  it  is  the  business  of  the  op- 
position to  do  what  is  best  for  America — 
that  is  where  our  greater  loyalty  lies,  ahead 
of  loyalty  to  any  of  these  other  groups  and 
parties. 

We  must  subordinate  our  loyalty  to  any 
group  to  a  greater  loyalty  and  commitment 
to  the  moral  principle  upon  which  this  Re- 
public was  founded,  that  is,  to  freedom  and 
to  justice  and  to  the  brotherhood  of  man. 

We  must  not  lock  ourselves  in  with  our 
prejudices.  We  must  be  prepared  to  learn, 
to  be  able  to  change  our  minds,  to  dem- 
onstrate compassion  and  humility  toward 
others  of  different  faiths,  different  origins, 
different  colors,  different  sections,  different 
professions. 

An  underlying  theme  in  the  history  of  the 
Republic  has  been  the  often  painful  but  al- 
ways successful  reconciliation  of  different 
people  into  one  national  community  of 
Americans. 

I  think  you  heard  Mrs.  Johnson  say  when 
she  used  to  address  envelopes  to  send  out 
agricultural  bulletins  in  my  district  that  the 
thing  she  thought  gave  us  such  great  strength 
was  the  names  indicated  they  had  more  than 
a  dozen  different  nationalities  living  in  that 
one  little  central  Texas  district — a  real  melt- 
ing pot  in  America. 
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All  we  have  to  do  to  realize  the  benefits 
of  this  principle  is  to  look  at  the  political  life 
today,  sitting  in  the  courts,  in  the  executive 
branch  of  the  Government,  the  Congress — 
Protestants,  Catholics,  Jews,  Negroes — ^many 
men  and  women  whose  fathers  came  to  this 
country  from  another  land;  you  heard  Sena- 
tor Pastore  say  that  the  other  night:  that  he 
was  the  son  of  an  immigrant  to  this  coun- 
try— men  from  Japanese-American  and 
Chinese-American  minorities,  representing 
both  parties  and  the  public  interest. 

But  the  point  I  want  to  make  is  not  of  any 
special  group.  We  all  have  a  lot  to  learn 
about  each  other  and  about  ourselves,  and 
what  is  needed  most  today  is,  in  my  judg- 
ment, in  this  country,  as  I  said  in  the  be- 
ginning, unity,  and,  as  I  say  now,  under- 
standing. We  need  a  recognition  that  all 
Americans  of  every  race,  religion,  ethnic 
origin,  that  all  that  most  Americans  want  is 
the  right  and  the  opportunity  to  be  treated 
as  Americans,  as  members  of  our  national 
community,  and  to  live  by  the  law  and 
under  the  law. 

I  want  to  urge  all  men  and  women  in  this 
land  of  ours  to  resist  with  all  their  dedication 
the  spiritual  cancer  of  hate.  If  we  hate 
others,  we  not  only  sin  against  them  in  the 
eyes  of  the  Almighty  God,  but  we  under- 
mine and  eventually  destroy  our  own  in- 
tegrity. By  hating,  we  indicate  and  express 
that  poverty  of  the  spirit  which  is  far  more 
dangerous  to  a  nation's  future  than  the 
economic  poverty  that  we  are  making  war 
on  and  that  we  have  announced  as  our  ob- 
jective to  eliminate. 

So  I  want  to  suggest  this  morning  that  we 
proceed  with  our  adventure  in  freedom, 
a  part  of  which  is  the  grand  tradition  of 
political  campaigns  with  a  firm  commit- 
ment to  law,  a  just  and  efficient  enforcement 
of  all  laws,  a  faith  that  a  people  which  has 
learned  to  triumph  over  prejudice  will  once 


more  demonstrate  the  vitality  of  our  most 
striking  ideal:  E  Pluribus  Unum — ^from 
many,  one. 

[11.]  I  expect  to  be  here  for  the  weekend. 
We  have  to  celebrate  Jack  Valenti's  birth- 
day. He  is  one  year  older  today,  and  shows 
it.  He  was  late  to  work  this  morning  for 
the  first  time.  He  got  in  after  the  sun  had 
been  up  and  had  to  go  pull  the  curtain,  with 
the  sun  shining  in  my  eyes.  He  is  usually 
there  early. 

[12.]  We  go  out  to  Detroit  for  a  brief 
visit  Monday.  We  will  be  back  here.  I 
have  a  series  of  meetings  coming  up  the 
latter  part  of  the  week. 

That  is  about  all  I  know  to  tell  you. 

[13.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  Senator  Gold- 
water  today  announced  a  very  extensive 
speaking  schedule  in  the  South,  Middle 
West,  and  East  beginning  September  15th. 
Can  you  give  us  any  clues  as  to  what  your 
campaign  schedule  will  be? 

THE  PRESIDENT.  We  wiU,  as  I  have  said 
before,  determine  our  departures  from 
Washington  by  the  condition  of  the  affairs 
of  the  Nation.  We  have  a  job  to  do  here, 
and  we  are  going  to  try  to  do  that  first. 
When,  as,  and  if  we  can,  we  will  make  as 
many  appearances  as  we  think  we  can  with- 
out neglecting  the  interests  of  the  Nation. 

I  will  try,  always,  to  be  accessible  to  you, 
available  to  you.  I  will  meet  with  you  as 
frequently  as  is  possible,  or  as  often  as  you 
may  feel  the  need.  But  just  where  I  will 
be  at  some  certain  day  in  October,  I  can't 
determine,  and  I  don't  want  to  announce, 
because  then  you  have  me  cancelling  and 
adjusting  my  plans,  things  of  that  kind. 
That  makes  more  of  a  story  than  my  appear- 
ance would  make,  or  maybe  what  I  had  to 
say  makes. 

I  know  sometimes  you  emphasize  the 
change  in  plans,  the  details  of  them,  and 
I  don't  want  to  confuse  you  or  frustrate  you. 


1044 


Lyndon  B.  Johnson,  igS^igS^ 


Sept.  5    [560] 


I  will  announce  them  just  as  soon  as  it  is 
possible  for  me  to  announce  them. 

There  will  be  occasions  when  even  Mrs. 
Johnson  will  say  to  Liz  ^°  that  she  hopes  to 
go  with  me  to  Detroit  and  it  will  be  carried 
as  hard  news  that  she  is  going,  even  though 
we  have  not  confirmed  it.  We  talk  those 
things  over.  But  we  know  reasonably  cer- 
tain we  are  going  to  Detroit  and  this  is  our 
plan.  But  as  soon  as  we  did  know  that,  with 
certainty,  we  announced  it  to  you. 

It  still  could  change,  if  there  was  some 
development  in  the  world  that  would  hold 
us  here.  The  first  consideration  is  going 
to  be  running  the  country  and  carrying  out 
the  duties  of  the  Presidency. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  the  Democrats  up  in 
Pennsylvania  seem  to  be  expecting  that  you 
may  drop  in  on  them  in  Harrisburg  Thurs- 
day night.  Can  you  give  us  any  help  on 
that? 

THE  PRESIDENT.  I  auswered  that  question 
before.  As  soon  as  I  am  able  to,  I  will  tell 
you.  It  will  save  all  of  you  a  lot  of  time  if 
you  don't  speculate.  If  I  had  known  that  I 
was  going  to  go  to  the  ranch  this  weekend, 
I  would  not  hesitate  to  tell  you  I  would  be 
there.  But  I  have  no  plans  to  do  it.  I  can't 
tell  you  ahead  of  time. 

I  see  George's  ^^  briefings  and  most  of 
them  are  taken  up  in  speculation  and  not  a 
great  deal  of  good  comes  out  of  them,  be- 
cause he  can't  tell  you  if  he  does  not  know 
and  I  can't  tell  you  if  I  don't  know. 

[14.]  Q.  You  spoke  in  your  statement 
about  pitting  group  against  group,  religion 
against  religion,  and  race  against  race.  In 
his  statement  the  other  day  at  the  opening  of 
his  campaign.  Senator  Goldwater  said 

THE  PRESIDENT.  I  don't  waut  to  have  any 


connection  with  a  jab  or  reference  to  any- 
body. You  talk  to  Senator  Goldwater  about 
his  views.  I  have  expressed  mine  positively, 
affirmatively,  and  completely,  without  refer- 
ence to  anybody  or  Senator  Goldwater,  but 
just  myself.  If  I  say  I  believe  I  loved  my 
mother,  you  would  say  it  is  a  jab  at  Senator 
Goldwater.    You  just  have  to  be  more 

Q.  Can  I  go  on  with  the  question?  Sen- 
ator Goldwater  said  that  you  are,  in  a  sense, 
ignoring  violence  in  our  streets  and  he  ac- 
cused you  of  not  providing  enough  moral 
leadership.  Do  you  see  any  contradiction 
between  these  persistent  remarks  of  his  on 
violence  in  the  streets  and  his  meeting  here 
in  the  White  House  to  seek  ways  to  reduce 
racial  tensions  in  the  campaign? 

THE  PRESIDENT.  I  think  you  make  your 
point. 

[15.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  I  read  a  sugges- 
tion that  your  speech 

THE  PRESIDENT.  Well,  I  might  say 


^''Mrs.  Elizabeth  S.  Carpenter,  Press  Secretary 
and  Staff  Director  for  the  First  Lady. 

"George  E.  Reedy,  Press  Secretary  to  the  Presi- 
dent. 


Q.  Mr.  President,  I  read  a  suggestion  that 
your  speech  in  Cadillac  Square  may  not  be 
a  political  speech.  That  would  seem  strange 
to  me,  but  anything  can  happen.  Would 
you  tell  us,  will  it  be  a  nonpolitical  or  a 
campaign  speech? 

THE  PRESIDENT.  I  am  Still  Working  on  it. 
Is  somebody  passing  out  something  I  am 
going  to  say?  There  are  a  lot  of  leaks  in  this 
place. 

Q.  The  tone  of  it.  I  wasn't  there,  but  I 
think  Mr.  Reedy  said  he  was  not  certain  it 
would  be  a  political  speech.    Is  that  true? 

THE  PRESIDENT.  I  don't  kuow.  I  had  not 
seen  anything  like  that.  I  am  going  to  De- 
troit to  speak  to  a  group  of  workingmen 
who  invited  me  3  or  4  months  ago  to  come 
out  there  and  make  an  address  to  them  on 
Labor  Day.  I  am  going  to  discuss  in,  I  hope, 
a  constructive  manner  the  problems  of  our 
country  and  the  times  in  which  we  live.^^ 

^^  See  Item  562. 
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I  don't  know,  but  there  may  be  some  of 
those  workingmen  that  belong  to  various 
parties.  It  is  not  a  party-sponsored  afJair, 
except  that  my  expenses  will  be  borne  by 
the  party.  But  that  is  the  only  connection 
that  any  party  has  with  it.  It  is  not  the 
Democratic  Party  of  Wayne  County  or  De- 
troit, and  so  forth. 

I  have  not  completed  my  speech.  I  am 
working  on  it.  I  believe  that  it  will  be  ac- 
ceptable to  all  Americans.  I  think  it  will 
follow  very  much  my  philosophy  here  that 
I  have  oudined  to  you,  as  will  most  of  my 
speeches.  I  don't  want  to  accept  an  invita- 
tion of  a  church,  or  a  labor  organization,  or 
a  group  of  workingmen  or  businessmen,  or 
newspapermen,  and  get  into  matters  that 
would  be  offensive  to  them. 

At  the  same  time,  I  am  going  to  exercise 
my  right  of  free  speech.  But  I  am  going  to 
try  to  do  it  with  judgment,  fairness,  and  a 
word  that  I  like  very  much  that  I  reiterated 
several  times,  "understanding." 

Q.  Mr.  President,  in  the  past,  some  other 
Democratic  candidates  for  President  have 
followed  up  the  Cadillac  Square  speech  with 
a  number  of  other  appearances,  going  up 
even  to  Flint. 

THE  PRESIDENT.  We  are  not  going  to  plan 
our  activities  for  the  next  few  weeks  based 
on  any  traditions  or  any  practices  of  Presi- 
dents who  have  preceded  us.  Our  first  ob- 
ligation is  to  do  this  job  that  we  are  doing 
here,  today,  and  I  will  be  doing  it  all  day 
today,  and  I  will  be  doing  it  all  day  today 
and  all  day  tomorrow,  right  in  this  house. 

But  if  I  can  get  off  a  few  hours  Monday, 
I  am  going  out  there  and  speak  to  the  folks 
there  at  their  Labor  Day  meeting  like  I 
would  go  the  Fourth  of  July.  And  then  I 
am  coming  right  back  here  to  burn  some 
midnight  oil  this  week,  but  without  regard 
to  who  went  where,  any  time. 

Q.  Mr.  President,   you   are   not  charac- 


terizing this  speech,  then? 

THE  PRESIDENT.  We  uever  characterize  any 
speech.  The  President  of  the  United  States 
is  not  in  the  business  of  applying  labels  and 
making  speculations  on  matters  of  this  kind. 
You  will  have  copies  of  the  speech,  and  if 
you  want  to  indulge  in  that,  it  is  all  right. 
You  can  say  it  is  conservative,  progressive, 
prudent,  or  radical;  it  is  political  or  non- 
political;  whatever  you  want  to  say  about  it. 

You  would  get  irritated  if  I  commented 
on  your  description  of  it.  So  you  call  it 
what  you  want  to.  We  don't  do  it.  George 
has  told  you  many,  many  times,  in  repeti- 
tions, and  you  are  not  going  to  get  him  to 
change  his  mind.  I  will  not  change  my 
mind.  We  will  not  say  this  is  going  to  be  a 
major  speech,  a  minor  speech,  or  a  middle- 
sized  speech,  or  a  political  speech  or  non- 
political,  or  any  of  that.  Characterize  it  any 
way  you  want  to. 

[16.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  the  question  of 
ending  the  draft  was  injected  into  the  cam- 
paign the  other  day.  Have  you  seen  any 
early  results  of  a  study  you  requested  from 
the  Defense  Department  on  that  line? 

THE  PRESIDENT.  As  you  kuow,  scvcral 
months  ago  we  told  you  what  we  were  pro- 
ceeding to  do  in  that  field.  We  have  the 
best  people  in  the  Selective  Service  and  the 
Department  of  Defense  and  the  White 
House  examining  and  evaluating  that  pro- 
gram, and  the  whole  effect  it  would  have  on 
our  mobilization  effort,  and  how  many  bil- 
lions extra  it  would  cost  if  the  draft  were 
done  away  with  and  how  we  can  maximize 
the  results  with  a  minimum  of  cost. 

One  of  the  distinguished  members  of  the 
Armed  Services  Committee  of  the  Congress 
talked  to  me  the  night  before  last  in  some 
detail,  or  3  or  4  nights  ago,  and  his  estimate 
was  that  it  would  cost  us  several  billions  to 
act  precipitously  in  the  matter,  compulsively. 
That  is  the  purpose  of  this  study.    We  ex- 
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pect  probably  an  interim  announcement  of 
some  kind  in  the  next  few  weeks,  and  prob- 
ably some  definite  conclusion  early  in  the 
spring. 

From  time  to  time  people  are  going  to  read 
about  these  things  and  hear  about  them  and 
make  observations  about  them.  With  190 
million  people  in  the  country,  they  are  all 
going  to  have  an  interest  in  this  field.  But 
that  is  the  position  of  the  Government. 

Governor  Stevenson  had  some  thoughts 
back  in  the  middle  fifties  sometime  about 
how  we  could  end  the  draft.  I  think  Sen- 
ator Goldwater  commented  on  Governor 
Stevenson's  thoughts,  but  I  don't  want  to 
advertise  either  position.  If  you  are  inter- 
ested in  making  a  historical  study  about  it 
you  can  see  what  Stevenson  said  and  what 
Goldwater  said  about  his  action. 

You  will  hear  a  lot  of  that  in  the  months 
to  come.  But  you  really  would  not  have  a 
solid,  accurate,  or  substantial  conclusion  on 
it,  I  would  think,  before  early  spring,  be- 
cause there  are  too  many  bases  that  have  to 
be  touched  and  too  much  work  has  to  be 
done. 

Q.  Would  it  be  correct  to  say  that  you 
share  the  view  of  President  Eisenhower  in 
1956  that,  in  effect,  the  draft  should  not  be 
made  a  campaign  issue,  the  question  of  end- 


ing the  draft  should  not  be  made  a  campaign 
issue? 

THE  PRESIDENT.  Yes,  I  would  agree  with 
General  Eisenhower  on  a  good  many  things, 
and  always  have.  I  don't  think  that  the 
service  of  a  man  to  his  country  ought  to  be 
involved  in  politics.  I  say  that  without 
reference  to  any  individual.  General  Eisen- 
hower or  anybody  else.  I  think  we  have 
demonstrated,  and  I  have  been  on  the  com- 
mittee for  24  years  up  there,  and  I  think  the 
Selective  Service  System  should  be  free  from 
any  politics.  Republicans  and  Democrats  and 
Independent  boys  wearing  the  uniform. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  sir,  I  think  I  understand 
thoroughly  your  statement  there,  but  could 
you  explain  for  us  a  litde  more  how  people 
who  don't  want  to  be  in  a  position  of  creat- 
ing disunity,  who  don't  want  to  hurt  the 
welfare  of  the  country,  but  who  might  have 
honest  differences  of  opinion  with,  say,  the 
leader  of  the  Government,  how  would  they 
get  their  ideas  across  ? 

THE  PRESIDENT.  They  dou't  have  any  diffi- 
culty doing  that,  I  observe. 

Alvin  A.  Spivak,  United  Press  Interna- 
tional: Thank  you,  Mr.  President. 

note:  President  Johnson's  twenty-ninth  news  con- 
ference was  held  in  his  office  at  the  White  House  at 
12:48  p.m.  on  Saturday,  September  5,  1964. 


561     Exchange  of  Messages  With  the  President  of  Brazil. 
September  5,  1964 

[  Released  September  5,  1964.    Dated  August  25,  1964  ] 


Dear  Mr,  President: 

I  send  my  very  w^arm  thanks  for  your 
message  of  solidarity  on  the  attacks  by 
North  Vietnam  on  United  States  naval  ves- 
sels. We  found  in  the  Cuban  missile  crisis 
in  1962,  and  again  in  the  Foreign  Ministers 
meeting  at  Washington  in  July  1964,  that 
our  adversaries  take  heed  w^hen  the  free 


world  stands  solidly  together  and  refuses  to 
be  intimidated  by  wanton  aggression  or 
threats  of  aggression.  I  especially  welcome 
the  renewed  strength  which  Brazil  brings 
to  the  cause  of  peace  and  allied  unity.  Bra- 
zil has  a  proud  tradition  of  service  in  two 
world  wars  and  in  its  current  contributions 
to  the  peace  efforts  of  the  United  Nations  in 
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Gaza,  and  the  Congo.  Your  timely  and 
friendly  letter  is  a  reaffirmation  of  that 
tradition. 

I  share  your  conviction  that  Brazil  and 
the  United  States  are  bound  together  in  a 
common  desire  for  peace.  We  want  no 
wider  war,  as  I  have  said  repeatedly.  But 
as  you  suggest,  there  comes  a  point  at  which 
countries  such  as  the  United  States  and 
Brazil,  firmly  committed  to  the  peaceful 
solution  of  problems,  must  exercise  their 
basic  right  of  self-defense. 

The  struggle  for  freedom  in  South  Viet- 
nam is  closely  related  to  the  struggle  for 
freedom  everywhere.  We  face  not  only  the 
armed  struggle  in  the  rice  paddies  of  South 
Vietnam,  but  also — as  you  say  in  your  recent 
telegram  on  the  anniversary  of  Punta  del 
Este — the  "struggle  of  the  Peoples"  for  a 
future  that  will  enable  man  "to  achieve  his 
just  aspirations  in  a  climate  of  freedom." 

We  are  joined  in  that  struggle  in  the 
Alliance  for  Progress.  The  Charter  of 
Punta  del  Este  was  not  only  a  commitment, 
but  a  challenge  to  achieve  that  historic 
mission. 

We  in  the  United  States  have  been  heart- 
ened— and  I  believe  the  whole  Hemisphere 
looks  to  the  future  with  more  optimism — 
because  of  the  vigorous  manner  in  which 
your  government  has  accepted  this  chal- 
lenge. We  have  followed  with  great  in- 
terest the  initial  eflorts  of  your  government 
to  reverse  the  serious  economic  deterioration 
which  confronted  you  when  you  took  office, 
and  to  step  firmly  forward  on  the  road  to 
economic  prosperity  and  well-being.  We 
know  that  decisive  action  in  the  economic 
life  of  Brazil  can  and  must  come  only  from 
the  Brazilian  government  and  people.  But 
I  want  to  assure  you,  as  you  press  forward 
on  constructive  programs  for  the  welfare  of 
Brazil,  that  my  country  stands  ready  to  give 


its  sincere  support  through  the  Alliance  for 
Progress. 

The  fraternal  commitment  which  we  feel 
toward  Brazil — ^the  sense  of  responsibility 
which  flows  from  the  policy  of  the  good 
neighbor — ^is  but  a  part  of  the  larger  com- 
mon cause  which  we  share  with  all  of  the 
American  Republics  and  with  our  allies 
throughout  the  world.  I  know,  from  your 
speech  to  the  graduates  of  the  Brazilian  for- 
eign service  academy,  that  you  feel  that 
same  commitment.  You  spoke  of  Brazil's 
commitment  to  the  Western  democratic  sys- 
tem, its  support  of  free  enterprise  and  the 
orderly  encouragement  of  private  capital,  its 
tradition  of  inter-American  solidarity,  and 
of  your  confidence  that  our  two  nations  "can 
join  their  economic  and  commercial  interests 
on  a  plane  of  honorable  policy  and  friendly 
reciprocity." 

Brazil  and  the  United  States,  I  believe, 
have  entered  a  new  era  of  understanding  and 
comprehension.  The  peoples  of  our  two 
great  countries  understand  that  fact;  history 
would  not  forgive  us  if  we  did  not  under- 
stand it  and  act  upon  it.  In  the  months  and 
years  ahead,  I  look  forward  to  an  ever  closer 
relationship  between  our  countries:  to  co- 
operation for  the  economic  and  social  benefit 
of  our  peoples;  and  to  the  fulfillment  of  our 
solemn  commitments  to  freedom  and  peace. 
Sincerely, 

Lyndon  B.  Johnson 

[His  Excellency  Humberto  de  Alencar  Castelo 
Branco,  President  of  the  Republic  of  the  United 
States  of  Brazil] 

note:  President  Branco's  letter,  dated  August  11, 
1964,  follows: 

My  dear  Mr,  President: 

I  have  received  from  your  Ambassador,  Your 
Excellency's  message  on  the  armed  attacks  by  North 
Viet-Nam  against  vi^arships  of  the  United  States  on 
the  high  seas.  Your  Excellency  is  right  in  believing 
that  I  share  your  deep  concern   in  view  of  this 
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attack.  I  consider  this  resort  to  force  as  being 
contrary  to  the  principles  of  the  United  Nations 
Charter  and  I  deem  it  to  fully  justify  the  exercise 
of  the  right  of  self-defense  as  was  done  by  the 
United  States  of  America. 

I  have  instructed  the  Brazilian  representative  to 
the  Security  Council  to  act  there  in  accordance  v^^ith 
the  above  indications  and  to  express,  furthermore, 
our  hope  that  the  North  Viet-Namese  authorities 
will  modify  their  attitude  and  that  all  governments 


will  endeavor  to  prevent  the  aggravation  of  tensions 
in  Southeast  Asia. 

In  expressing  to  Your  Excellency  my  solidarity, 
I  do  so  with  the  certainty  that  Brazil  and  the  United 
States  are  bound  together  in  the  same  desire  for 
peace  and  in  the  same  feeling  of  repulsion  for  violent 
solutions  to  international  disputes. 

With  the  assurance  of  my  high  regard  and 
esteem, 

Humbert©  de  Alencar  Castelo  Branco 


562    Remarks  in  Cadillac  Square,  Detroit. 
September  7,  1964 


Mr,  Barbour,  Governor  and  Mrs,  Romney, 
Mayor  Cavanagh,  Senator  Hart,  Senator 
McNamara,  Congressman  Staebler,  Walter 
Reuther,  Governor  Swamson,  Secretary 
Williams,  my  good  friends  in  the  Michigan 
congressional  delegation,  my  fellow  country- 
men: 

This  is  a  great  day  in  a  historic  place. 
Here,  and  today,  we  begin  to  move  toward 
new  years  of  achievement  for  America. 

Sixteen  years  ago  an  American  President 
came  here  and  he  promised  that  America 
would  "enter  a  new  period  of  hope."  That 
President  was  Harry  S.  Truman. 

You  gave  him  support  and  he  gave  you 
that  hope.  Four  years  ago  another  great 
American  stood  where  I  stand  today  and  he 
said,  "Give  me  your  hand  .  .  .  and  this 
country  can  move  again."  That  man  was 
John  Fitzgerald  Kennedy. 

You  reached  out  your  hand,  and  America 
began  to  move. 

I  have  come  here  today  to  pledge  that  if 
all  Americans  will  stand  united  we  will  keep 
moving.  This  country  is  not  going  to  turn 
its  back  on  the  future.  This  country  is  not 
going  to  turn  away  from  the  upward  course 
of  prosperity  or  from  the  urgent  hopes  of 
peace. 

This  country  is  not  going  to  turn  away 
from  the  needs  of  the  jobless  and  the  hungry, 


the  poor  and  the  oppressed.  This  country 
is  not  going  to  turn  from  unity  to  hostility, 
from  understanding  to  hate. 

So  today  I  have  come  here  in  Cadillac 
Square  to  call  for  national  unity.  I  plead 
for  brotherhood  among  men  and  understand- 
ing among  nations.  This  is  not  just  a 
slogan.  It  is  not  based  on  empty  hopes  or 
upon  remote  dreams.  It  flows  from  the  facts 
of  life  in  1964. 

I  have  traveled  to  every  section  of  this 
country.  I  have  talked  to  people  in  every 
walk  of  life.  And  I  have  found  that  most 
of  the  American  people  are  united. 

There  are,  of  course,  issues  which  stir 
passion  and  conflicting  interests.  But  most 
Americans  have  the  same  hopes  for  them- 
selves and  their  children.  They  have  the 
same  desires  for  themselves  and  their  coun- 
try. They  know  that,  for  the  most  part, 
we  no  longer  struggle  among  ourselves  for 
a  larger  share  of  limited  abundance.  We 
labor,  instead,  to  increase  the  total  abun- 
dance of  us  all. 

Responsible  business  knows  that  fair 
wages  are  essential  to  its  prosperity.  Re- 
sponsible labor  knows  that  fair  profits  are 
essential  to  rising  employment.  Farmers 
and  city  dwellers,  bankers  and  laborers 
know  that  by  strengthening  each  group  we 
strengthen  the   Nation — by   pursuing  the 
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growth  of  all,  we  advance  the  welfare  of 
each. 

And  all  of  us  know  that  we  have  a  mortal 
stake  in  the  peace  of  this  world.  And  that 
the  only  real  test,  the  only  test  that  really 
counts,  is  what  is  good  for  America.  And 
what  is  good  for  America  is  good  for  all 
of  us. 

I  want  to  talk  briefly  today  about  three  of 
the  goals  which  are  good  for  America,  which 
reflect  the  common  purpose  of  most  Ameri- 
cans, which  are  the  basis  of  unity  in  our 
country.  These  are  the  goal  of  prosperity, 
the  goal  of  justice,  and  the  goal  of  peace. 

First,  the  goal  of  prosperity.  This  is  the 
43d  month  of  the  greatest  peacetime  pros- 
perity in  the  history  of  all  the  United  States. 

The  last  4  years,  in  Michigan  alone,  unem- 
ployment dropped  from  10.2  percent  to  5.3 
percent,  the  average  weekly  earnings  for 
manufacturing  workers  went  up  23  percent, 
a  new  tax  cut  will  raise  personal  income  by 
$iJ4  billion  and  create  90,000  new  jobs. 

And  what  is  true  for  Michigan  is  true  for 
other  parts  of  America.  As  long  as  I  am 
President,  I  will  lead  this  country  toward  in- 
creased prosperity.  We  will  continue  until 
every  man  has  a  job,  and  until  every  family 
has  a  decent  income.  And  this  is  what 
most  Americans  want. 

The  second  part  of  our  common  purpose 
is  justice.  Justice  is  a  country  where  every 
man  has  an  equal  chance  to  use  his  talents, 
to  pursue  his  desires,  and  to  provide  for  his 
family. 

We  seek  to  giw^  every  American,  of  every 
race  and  color,  and  without  regard  to  how 
he  spells  his  name,  his  full  constitutional 
rights  under  our  Constitution  and  under 
the  law  of  the  land.  We  seek  to  conquer 
the  conditions  which  condemn  millions  to 
hopeless  poverty. 

We  seek  to  find  a  job  for  every  man  who 
wants  to  work.    We  seek  to  care  for  the 


old  through  medical  care  under  social  secu- 
rity, the  jobless  with  increased  unemploy- 
ment compensation,  the  oppressed  with  min- 
imum wage  protection.  And  this  is  what 
we  think  most  Americans  want. 

Third  among  our  common  goals  is  peace. 
Peace  is  more  than  the  absence  of  aggres- 
sion. It  is  the  creation  of  a  world  com- 
munity in  which  every  nation  can  follow 
its  own  course  without  fear  of  its  neighbors. 
In  that  pursuit  we  have  developed  a  three- 
fold policy. 

First,  we  have  built  a  military  strength 
greater  than  the  world  has  ever  known 
before. 

Second,  in  Cuba  and  in  the  waters  around 
Viet-Nam  we  proved  that  we  would  stand 
firm  in  the  defense  of  freedom.  And  every- 
where we  have  worked  to  extend  the  domain 
of  liberty. 

Third,  we  patiendy  labored  to  open  new 
avenues  to  peace. 

The  result  of  these  efforts  since  196 1  is 
our  world  of  1964.  In  this  world  in  which 
we  live  today,  no  nation,  new  or  old,  has 
gone  Communist  since  Cuba  went  in  1959. 

In  this  world  the  solid  unity  of  commu- 
nism has  begun  to  crack.  We  have  worked 
to  help  the  nations  of  Eastern  Europe  move 
toward  independence.  This  is  their  peo- 
ple's goal  and  this  is  our  people's  continuing 
resolve. 

In  this  world  the  influence  and  the  pres- 
tige of  freedom  is  on  the  rise.  Hands  of 
friendship  have  replaced  the  clenched  fists 
of  angry  mobs.  In  this  world  the  strength 
of  freedom  is  greater  and  the  prospects  for 
peace  are  brighter. 

It  is  not  enough,  I  think,  just  to  want 
peace  or  to  talk  peace  or  to  hope  for  peace. 
We  must  constantly  work  for  peace.  And 
I  want  you  to  know  that  today  your  Govern- 
ment is  working  for  peace. 

We  must  heed  the  command  to  "follow 
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after  the  things  that  make  for  peace." 

— That  is  why  I,  as  a  Congressman, 
worked  to  help  pass  the  Marshall  plan. 

— That  is  why,  as  a  Senator  during  the 
Eisenhower  administration,  I  went  to  the 
United  Nations,  at  President  Eisenhower's 
request,  to  urge  and  to  invite  all  nations  of 
the  world  to  join  the  United  States  in  the 
peaceful  exploration  of  outer  space. 

— And  that  is  why,  as  Vice  President  of 
the  United  States,  I  worked  long  and  hard 
for  the  treaty  banning  nuclear  tests  in  the 
atmosphere.  We  slowed  down  the  deadly 
poisoning  of  the  air  we  breathe,  and  the 
milk  that  our  children  drink.  We  do  not 
want  every  mother  to  live  in  fear  that  her 
baby  may  be  born  crippled  or  deformed. 

— And  we,  too,  must  remember  that  we 
organized  the  Peace  Corps  which  started  the 
spirit  of  America  and  carried  it  to  remote 
villages  on  every  continent  of  the  world. 

— And  also  that  is  why,  as  President,  I 
ordered  a  cutback  of  unnecessary  nuclear 
production. 

— And  that  is  why  I  will  continue  to  sup- 
port every  realistic  measure  that  will  bring 
the  world  closer  to  peace  without  increasing 
the  danger  to  freedom. 

Yes,  it  is  men  that  make  peace. 

Modern  weapons  are  not  like  any  other. 
In  the  first  nuclear  exchange,  100  million 
Americans  and  more  than  100  million  Rus- 
sians would  all  be  dead.  And  when  it  was 
over,  our  great  cities  would  be  in  ashes,  our 
fields  would  be  barren,  our  industry  would 
be  destroyed,  and  our  American  dreams 
would  have  vanished. 

As  long  as  I  am  President  I  will  bend 
every  effort  to  make  sure  that  that  day  never 
comes.  I  am  not  the  first  President  to  speak 
here  in  Cadillac  Square,  and  I  do  not  intend 
to  be  the  last. 

Make  no  mistake.  There  is  no  such  thing 
as  a  conventional  nuclear  weapon. 


For  19  peril-filled  years  no  nation  has 
loosed  the  atom  against  another.  To  do  so 
now  is  a  political  decision  of  the  highest 
order.  And  it  would  lead  us  down  an  un- 
certain path  of  blows  and  counterblows 
whose  outcome  none  may  know.  No  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  of  America  can 
divest  himself  of  the  responsibility  for  such 
a  decision. 

Any  man  who  shares  control  of  such 
enormous  power  must  remember  that  "He 
that  is  slow  to  anger  is  better  than  the 
mighty;  and  he  that  ruleth  his  spirit  is  better 
than  he  that  taketh  a  city." 

These  common  purposes — ^prosperity, 
justice,  and  peace — are  the  foundation  of 
American  unity. 

Our  future  is  almost  upon  us.  Man  has 
never  lived  in  a  more  exciting  time.  The 
world  is  changing  before  our  eyes.  Either 
we  will  move  to  meet  these  changes  or  they 
will  overwhelm  us.  On  the  one  hand  is 
opportunity  of  shining  promise;  on  the  other 
is  a  power  to  destroy  the  world.  Those  na- 
tions or  individuals  who  seek  today  to  di- 
vide us,  who  preach  strife  and  dissension, 
and  hate  and  fear,  and  smear,  strike  at  our 
hopes  and  strike  at  the  hopes  of  all  the 
people  of  the  world. 

When  I  was  young,  I  often  walked  out 
after  supper  and  looked  up  at  the  scattered 
Texas  sky.  As  a  boy,  on  those  still  nights, 
I  wondered  what  those  heavens  had  seen, 
what  they  would  see,  and  what  they  might 
bring  to  me. 

The  world  has  turned  many  times  since 
then,  but  still  in  the  evening  I  sometimes 
walk  out  and  look  across  the  great  Capital 
City  where  I  live,  and  I  dream  the  same 
dreams,  and  I  ask  the  same  questions.  Just 
as  you  do,  I  sit  and  think  of  today's  events 
and  tomorrow's  problems.  I  feel  glad  in  my 
family  and  concern  for  my  children. 

It  is  then  that  I  remember  the  men  who 
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captured  my  native  soil  from  the  wilderness. 
They  endured  much  so  that  others  might 
have  much.  Their  dream  was  for  the  chil- 
dren; mine,  too,  is  for  the  child,  even  now 
struggling  toward  birth.  What  will  the 
observing  skies  say  of  the  world  that  we 
have  built  for  him? 

I  want  all  the  ages  of  man  to  yield  him 
their  promise,  the  child  will  find  all  knowl- 
edge open  to  him;  the  growing  boy  will 
shape  his  spirit  in  a  house  of  God  and  his 
ways  in  the  house  of  his  family.  The  young 
man  will  find  reward  for  his  work  and  feel 
pride  in  the  product  of  his  skills. 

The  man  will  find  leisure  and  occasion 
for  the  closeness  of  family,  and  an  oppor- 
tunity for  the  enrichment  of  life.  The 
citizen  will  enrich  the  Nation,  sharing  its 
rule,  walking  its  streets,  adding  his  views 
to  its  counsel,  secure  always  from  the  unjust 
and  the  arbitrary  power  of  his  fellows. 

The  least  among  us  will  find  contentment, 
and  the  best  among  us  will  find  greatness, 
and  all  of  us  will  respect  the  dignity  of  the 
one  and  admire  the  achievements  of  the 
other. 

At  the  end  of  the  journey,  he  will  look 
back  and  say,  "I  have  done  all  that  a  man 
could  do,  built  all,  shared  all,  experienced 
all."  And  then  people  shall  say  to  people, 
group  to  group,  man  to  man,  "There  on  this 
earth  as  in  the  eyes  of  God  walks  my 
brother." 

Well,  this  is  my  dream.    It  is  not  the 


grand  vision  of  a  powerful  and  feared 
nation.  It  concerns  the  simple  wants  of 
people.  But  this  is  what  America  is  really 
all  about.  All  the  rest,  the  power  and  the 
wealth,  the  life  of  freedom  and  the  hopes 
for  peace,  the  treasured  past  and  the  un- 
certain future — all  of  this  will  stand  or  fall 
on  this.  Reality  rarely  matches  dream,  but 
only  dreams  give  nobility  to  purpose. 

This  is  the  star  that  I  hope  to  follow. 
This  is  the  star  which  I  know  that  most  of 
you  at  some  time  have  seen,  and  which  I 
first  glimpsed  many,  many  years  ago,  one 
night  out  in  the  West. 

United  we  stand;  divided  we  fall.  So 
today  I  say  to  these  thousands  assembled 
here,  whose  only  concern  is  what  is  best  for 
their  country,  let  us  bring  the  capitalist,  the 
manager,  the  worker,  and  the  Government 
to  one  table  to  share  in  the  fruits  of  all  of  our 
dreams  and  all  of  our  work.  And  let's 
leave  for  our  children,  as  we  enjoy  for  our- 
selves, the  greatest  country  that  any  man  has 
ever  known. 

note:  The  President  spoke  just  before  noon  in 
Cadillac  Square  in  Detroit.  In  his  opening  words 
he  referred  to  Al  Barbour,  president,  Wayne  County 
AFL-CIO,  George  W.  Romney,  Governor  of  Michi- 
gan, and  Mrs.  Romney,  J.  P.  Cavanagh,  mayor  of 
Detroit,  PhiHp  A.  Hart  and  Pat  McNamara,  U.S. 
Senators  from  Michigan,  Neil  Staebler,  U.S.  Repre- 
sentative from  Michigan,  Walter  Reuther,  president 
of  the  United  Auto  Workers,  John  B.  Swainson, 
former  Governor  of  Michigan,  and  G.  Mennen  Wil- 
liams, Assistant  Secretary  of  State  for  African 
Affairs. 


563    The  President's  News  Conference  of 
September  9,  1964 


THE  PRESIDENT.  I  have  a  few  announcements 
here. 

[i.]  Here   is   one  we  agreed   on  at  a 
meeting,  that  I  roughed  over. 


At  a  regular  bipartisan  meeting  of  the 
congressional  leadership  called  by  the  Presi- 
dent, Ambassador  Taylor  gave  a  detailed 
report  of  recent  political  developments  in 
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South  Viet-Nam  and  his  assessments  of 
progress  toward  a  more  stable  government 
there. 

The  Ambassador  was  able  to  report  con- 
tinued progress  in  the  field  in  the  Vietnam- 
ese Army's  fight  against  the  Communist 
Viet  Cong,  and  to  answer  the  leadership's 
questions  about  the  general  situation  there. 
Secretaries  Rusk  and  McNamara  and  Gen- 
eral Wheeler  and  Mr.  McCone  also  partici- 
pated in  the  meeting. 

It  was  a  full  and  frank  examination  of  the 
whole  situation — a  discussion  of  the  sort 
that  we  have  had  at  least  1 1  since  November 
and  we  hope  to  be  able  to  provide  frequendy 
for  further  meetings  of  the  joint  leadership 
in  the  future. 

You  of  the  press  have  already  received 
from  General  Taylor  a  good  account  of  his 
report  to  us.  Other  meetings  were  held  in 
November,  in  December,  in  January,  in 
February,  April,  May,  and  August. 

[2.]  I  am  pleased  that  the  Chrysler- 
United  Auto  Workers  case  has  been  settled 
peacefully  and  privately  on  true  good  faith 
and  collective  bargaining. 

I  have  not  seen  the  actual  terms  and  have 
no  comment  on  them. 

I  am  gratified,  however,  by  the  statements 
by  the  parties  that  this  settlement  takes  full 
account  of  both  public  and  private  interests, 
that  it  will  mean  more  jobs,  and  that  it  will 
be  noninflationary. 

[3.]  On  September  16,  Canadian  Prime 
Minister  Lester  B.  Pearson  and  I  will  join  in 
ceremonies  at  the  International  Peace  Arch, 
on  the  U.S.-Canadian  border  between 
British  Columbia  and  the  State  of  Washing- 
ton, to  commemorate  the  successful  conclu- 
sion of  the  Columbia  River  Treaty. 

Prior  to  the  Peace  Arch  ceremonies,  the 
Prime  Minister  and  I  will  make  an  aerial 
inspection  tour  of  a  considerable  part  of  the 
upper  Columbia  River  Basin,  flying  over  the 


proposed  sites  of  the  dams  to  be  constructed 
in  British  Columbia  under  the  treaty,  the 
location  of  the  Libby  (Montana)  Dam  to  be 
constructed  by  the  United  States,  and  some 
of  the  existing  downstream  United  States 
dams  concerned. 

While  in  the  Pacific  Northwest,  the  Prime 
Minister  and  I  will  consult  with  regional 
leaders  in  our  respective  countries  regarding 
cooperative  steps  to  be  taken  on  both  sides  of 
the  border  in  implementation  of  the  treaty. 
The  Prime  Minister  and  I  will  also  take  ad- 
vantage of  this  opportunity  to  discuss  current 
international  problems  of  mutual  concern. 
I  have  talked  to  him  by  telephone  earlier 
today.  We  will  leave  here  at  6:30  or  6:45, 
and  George  ^  will  give  you  the  details  of  the 
latter,  that  is  on  September  16. 

[4.]  I  also  talked  to  three  Governors  last 
evening,  in  regard  to  the  Florida,  South 
Carolina,  and  Georgia  situation  and  ten- 
dered them  our  assistance  and  full  facilities 
of  the  Federal  Government  in  any  way  we 
could  help.^ 

[5.]  I  want  to  announce  the  formation 
of  a  panel  of  distinguished  citizens  who  will 
consult  with  the  President  during  the  com- 
ing months  on  major  international  problems 
facing  the  United  States.  I  reviewed  this 
with  the  leadership  earlier  today,  and  I 
made  the  statement  to  them,  but  this  is  the 
first  public  announcement  made.  George 
will  have  copies  of  it. 

^  George  E.  Reedy,  Press  Secretary  to  the  President. 

^The  reference  was  to  the  widespread  damage 
from  Hurricane  Dora  which  had  struck  the  three 
States.  A  White  House  release,  dated  September 
9,  stated  that  the  President  had  that  day  declared 
Florida  a  "major  disaster"  area  because  of  the 
earlier  hurricane,  Cleo,  which  had  caused  extensive 
damage  in  nine  east  coast  Florida  counties.  The 
release  further  stated  that  the  President  had  also 
made  available  $300,000  in  Federal  disaster  relief 
funds  for  use  in  the  State.  Later,  on  October  31,  the 
White  House  announced  that  the  President  had  that 
day  made  an  additional  $2  million  available  for 
Hurricane  Cleo  disaster  relief  in  Florida. 
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Members  of  the  panel  will  be  consulted 
in  matters  where  the  advice  of  highly  quali- 
fied and  experienced  men  in  private  life  may 
be  helpful  in  finding  effective  courses  of 
action  in  the  quest  for  peace  and  advance- 
ment of  the  national  security.  They  will 
not  act  as  a  committee  nor  will  they  hold 
regular  meetings.  Instead,  they  will  be 
asked  for  advice  as  individuals,  under 
flexible  and  informal  arrangements  suited 
to  the  needs  of  the  problem  at  hand. 

Their  regular  point  of  contact  will  be  the 
Special  Assistant  for  National  Security  Af- 
fairs, and  their  services  will  be  available  not 
only  to  the  President  but  to  the  Secretary  of 
State  and  the  Secretary  of  Defense.  I  have 
conferred  with  both  Secretary  of  State  and 
Secretary  of  Defense  in  some  detail  about 
the  membership  on  this  panel. 

All  of  these  distinguished  men  have  served 
informally  in  this  fashion  in  the  past,  but  it 
seems  to  me  useful  and  important  to  re- 
emphasize  the  role  of  leading  private  citi- 
zens, without  regard  to  party,  as  counselors 
to  the  President. 

The  consultants  named  today  have  a  dis- 
tinction that  is  above  partisan  politics,  and 
their  services  will  be  available  not  only  to 
me  this  year,  but  also  to  the  man  who  is 
President  in  1965.  If  I  am  President  next 
year,  I  expect  to  use  their  help. 

The  members  of  the  panel  are:  Arthur 
Dean,  John  Cowles,  Morris  Leibman,  Gen. 
Omar  Bradley,  James  Wadsworth,  Arthur 
Larson,  James  Perkins,  Teodoro  Moscoso, 
Robert  Lovett,  George  Kistiakowsky,  Ros- 
well  Gilpatric,  Dean  Acheson,  Paul  Hoff- 
man, Eugene  Black,  John  McCloy,  and  Mr. 
Allen  W.  Dulles. 

Q.  Who  is  the  chairman? 

THE  PRESIDENT.  They  wiU  just  have  a 
group,  and  if  they  have  need  of  a  chairman 
they  will  select  one,  or  they  will  name  one. 

[6.]     Confidence  in  our  economic  pros- 


perity has  been  growing  as  indicators  con- 
tinue to  point  up: 

Steel  production  rose  for  the  fifth  con- 
secutive week  last  week,  reaching  37  per- 
cent above  a  year  ago;  and 

New  car  sales  rose  to  an  8.1  million  unit 
annual  rate  in  August,  matching  the  previous 
high  for  this  year  scored  in  February. 

The  Dow-Jones  industrial  stock  average 
closed  at  a  new  high  yesterday — 851.91 — sur- 
passing previous  peak  reached  on  July  17th. 

With  the  aid  of  the  tax  cut,  consumers 
have  been  able  to  score  record  advances  both 
in  their  current  living  standards  and  their 
financial  savings  for  the  future. 

In  the  first  half  of  this  year  consumer 
spending  rose  $15  billion,  the  largest  peace- 
time advance  in  history  for  a  half  year 
period. 

New  figures  which  the  SEC  will  release 
tomorrow  show  that  net  financial  savings  of 
individuals  in  the  second  quarter  was 
%j.']  billion,  the  highest  quarterly  total  of 
the  postwar  period. 

The  new  advance  in  savings  tops  a  record 
that  was  already  excellent:  In  the  past  3J4 
years  the  net  financial  saving  of  American 
households  has  totaled  $73  billion,  or  about 
$1,300  per  family.  This  3^/2  year  figuree 
matches  the  savings  of  the  entire  6  years 
1955-60. 

As  I  have  stated  before,  experience  in  the 
Department  of  Defense  indicates  that  every 
dollar  of  procurement  which  can  be  shifted 
from  sole-source  to  a  competitive  basis 
saves  the  taxpayer  25  cents.  The  Depart- 
ment of  Defense  has  steadily  raised  the  rate 
of  its  competitive  buying  since  the  beginning 
of  this  administration.  The  Secretary  of 
Defense  has  reported  to  me  that  as  of  the 
end  of  the  fiscal  year,  June  30,  1964,  the 
amount  of  competitive  contract  awards  has 
risen  to  a  rate  of  39.1  percent,  the  highest 
level  on  record. 
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The  fiscal  '64  rate  represents  a  conversion 
of  new  contract  awards  totaling  some  $1.8  bil- 
lion to  a  competitive  basis  for  an  estimated 
saving  of  $450  million.  The  fiscal  '64  rate 
of  39.1  percent  compares  with  32.9  percent 
in  fiscal  year  '61;  35.6  percent  in  fiscal  year 
'62;  and  37.1  percent  in  fiscal  year  '63. 

Those  statements  will  be  made  available 
to  you,  if  I  can  find  someone  who  will  give 
you  copies. 

I  will  be  glad  to  take  any  questions. 

[7.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  as  a  result  of  your 
consultations  with  Ambassador  Taylor,  can 
you  tell  us,  will  there  be  any  shifts  either  in 
emphasis  or  in  magnitude  of  our  effort  in 
Viet-Nam? 

THE  PRESIDENT.  I  think  General  Taylor's 
briefing  with  you  this  morning  pretty  well 
oudines  our  position,  and  I  would  stand  on 
that. 

[8.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  these  civilians 
you  have  just  listed  who  you  are  to  consult 
with  on  foreign  affairs,  will  you  consult  with 
them  at  a  time  of  crisis,  or  just  any  old  time? 

THE  PRESIDENT.  Anytime,  and  whenever 
we  think  it  is  appropriate,  on  any  question 
on  which  their  particular  qualifications  may 
suit  them. 

[9.]  I  have  asked — I  am  going  to  an- 
other subject  that  I  just  happened  to  think 
of — I  am  asking  the  FBI  to  give  me  a  com- 
pilation of  their  reports  on  the  various  prob- 
lems that  we  have  encountered  in  cities  and 
in  States  that  could  involve  a  violation  of 
Federal  laws,  and  that  do  involve  disturb- 
ances, such  as  riots  and  disturbances  of  the 
peace.  When  I  get  that  compilation  of  the 
\'arious  reports,  I  will  review  those  and  try 
to  compile  them  if  I  find  any  pattern  that 
is  common  to  all  of  them,  and  ask  that 
further  study  be  made. 

We  are  informing  all  of  the  mayors  and 
all  of  the  Governors,  where  these  problems 
arise,  that  we  will  make  available  through 


appropriate  channels  of  their  peace  officers 
full  information  that  we  may  have.  We  are 
available  for  any  supplementary  work  that 
may  be  within  our  authority  under  existing 
law.  That  is  true  in  Mississippi,  and 
Georgia,  New  Jersey,  and  New  York,  and 
Maryland,  and  other  States  that  have  it. 

But  out  of  this  compilation  of  Federal 
Bureau  of  Investigation  reports  we  may 
find  some  particular  pattern  that  will  need 
to  be  pointed  up,  and  that  may  lead  us  to 
make  further  recommendations. 

Q.  Are  you  referring  specifically  to  riots 
such  as  in  Philadelphia  and  Harlem  and 
so  forth? 

THE  PRESIDENT.  I  am  referring  specifically, 
not  exclusively  to  those,  but  including  all 
of  them,  that  is,  anything  that  involves  a 
disturbance  of  the  peace  where  Federal  law 
might  be  violated  or  where  our  jurisdiction 
and  authority  might  exist. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  in  connection  with 
this,  about  3  weeks  or  a  month  ago  in 
Austin,  at  a  news  conference,  you  told  us 
that  you  were  anticipating  some  break  in 
the  Mississippi  thing  within  a  short  time.^ 
Is  there  any  indication? 

THE  PRESIDENT.  No,  it  is  Still  a  short  time. 

[10.]  Q.  Senator  Goldwater  has  said 
that  if  he  is  elected  he  would  cut  Federal 
income  taxes  25  percent  over  a  5-year  period. 
I  wonder  if  you  can  tell  us  what  you  think 
about  this,  and  whether  you  think  that 
would  be  feasible  without  impairing  the 
national  security. 

THE  PRESIDENT.  I  would  Say  that  we  made 
our  views  on  cutting  taxes  known  earlier 
this  year.  When  we  cut  the  tax  rate,  that 
was  carefully  studied  in  '63  and  '62  by  the 
fiscal  agencies  of  the  Government — the 
Council  of  Economic  Advisers,  the  Director 
of  the  Bureau  of  the  Budget,  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  the  Federal  Reserve  au- 

^See  Item  504  [3,  8]. 
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thorities,  and  all  of  the  fiscal  experts.  It 
was  carefully  worked  out  and  submitted  to 
Congress  in  '63,  after  consultation  with 
Mr.  Mills  and  Senator  Byrd.  It  was  acted 
on  in  the  House  in  '63,  and  in  the  Senate 
early  in  '64,  as  I  remember  it. 

That  represented  our  position  on  the  de- 
sirability of  tax  cuts  and  the  extent  that  they 
should  be  made.  It  involved  a  very 
thorough  and  careful  fiscal  evaluation,  with 
the  advice  of  the  best  experts.  We  have  had 
continuing  on  since  that  bill  was  enacted  a 
study  by  the  same  agencies  in  the  executive 
branch  of  the  Government  with  the  same 
thoroughness,  as  well  as  the  Ways  and 
Means  Committee  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives. 

That  is  a  study  on  the  extent  of  further 
cuts  that  would  be  desirable  and  effective. 
In  our  message  to  the  Congress  we  will 
make  known  our  conclusions  that  these 
studies  justify. 

Q.  What  message  would  that  be? 

THE  PRESIDENT.  When  we  make  our  rec- 
ommendations to  the  Congress  in  January, 
when  the  new  Congress  comes  in. 

[11.]  Q.  In  connection  with  the  FBI  re- 
ports that  you  have  asked  for,  you  spoke  of 
the  possibility  that  you  might  find  that 
further  recommendations  are  needed.  Do 
you  mean  legislative  recommendations? 

THE  PRESIDENT.  I  wouldu't  limit  it  to  legis- 
lative recommendations.  I  would  say  fur- 
ther recommendations.  It  is  not  limited  to, 
but  it  could  include  that. 

[12.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  how  disap- 
pointed are  you,  sir,  that  a  Democratic  Gov- 
ernor, Johnson  of  Mississippi,  has  endorsed 
Senator  Gold  water? 

THE  PRESIDENT.  I  think  that  every  person 
in  this  country  ought  to  support  the  candi- 
date of  his  choice,  and  the  candidate  that 
he  feels  will  best  serve. 

[13.]     Q.  Mr.  President,  is  this  request 


to  the  FBI  predicated  on  any  preliminary 
information  that  may  already  have  been 
gained  from  the  FBI  in  these  terms? 

THE  PRESIDENT.  I  think  that  I  understand 
your  question,  but  I  am  not  sure  now. 
Would  you  repeat  it  for  me  and  let  me  soak 
it  in? 

Q.  I  wondered  if  there  had  been  some 
preliminary  investigations  made  by  the  FBI. 

THE  PRESIDENT.  A  good  many  of  them. 

Q.  Of  these  disturbances? 

THE  PRESIDENT.  There  have  been  investi- 
gations made,  and  I  read  about  40  of  them 
every  night. 

Q.  And  on  the  basis  of  these  reports,  you 
are  submitting  another  request? 

THE  PRESIDENT.  I  am  trying  to  accumulate 
them  all  and  put  them  in  one  place,  and 
study  them  as  to  their  effect  or  such  a  pat- 
tern as  may  exist  in  various  areas  concerning 
these  disturbances,  at  which  time  I  would 
have  them  carefully  evaluated  and  try  to 
make  some  further  recommendations. 

Q.  Is  there  any  indication,  Mr.  President, 
that  in  this  particular  pattern  which  may 
emerge,  is  there  any  indication  it  may  be 
outside  agitators,  or  politically  inspired? 

THE  PRESIDENT.  Well,  I  think  it  is  pretty 
well  known,  if  you  read  the  newspapers, 
that  considerable  agitation  is  present  in  these 
disturbances. 

Q.  I  have  read,  too,  Mr.  President,  that  I 
think  that  they  have  found  known  Com- 
munists have  been  among  the  agitators.  Did 
the  FBI  reports  confirm  that? 

THE  PRESIDENT.  I  dou't  Want  to  discuss 
the  content  of  FBI  reports. 

[14.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  in  view  of  Gov- 
ernor Johnson's  announcement  on  Senator 
Goldwater,  are  you  hopeful  that  you  might 
carry  Mississippi  this  November? 

THE  PRESIDENT.  I  would  like  to  See  every 
person  who  felt  that  our  program  and  our 
leadership  for  all  America  was  preferred  by 
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them,  to  vote  for  us.  I  would  hope  that 
a  good  many  people  in  all  of  the  States  would 
feel  that  way.  I  hope  that  a  majority  of 
them  would.  But  I  have  no  way  of  telling, 
at  this  date,  just  what  the  final  outcome 
will  be. 

[15.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  do  you  favor 
this  resolution  that  Senator  Mansfield  put 
in  today  to  have  the  Rules  Committee  in- 
vestigate the  latest  charge  in  the  Bobby 
Baker  case? 

THE  PRESIDENT.  I  have  uot  seeu  the  reso- 
lution, but  I  have  favored  a  thorough  in- 
vestigation and  study  of  every  indication 
that  any  Federal  law  may  have  been  vio- 
lated. The  FBI  was  ordered  to  make  a 
thorough  and  exhaustive  investigation.  As 
soon  as  these  facts  are  brought  to  my  at- 
tention, I  would  be  glad  to  see  the  Senate 
take  any  action  it  feels  is  justified. 

Q.  Do  you  favor  the  Rules  Committee 
over  the  McClellan  Committee? 

THE  PRESIDENT.  I  think  this  is  a  matter  for 
the  Senate. 

[16.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  Senator  Kuchel 
says  the  President  of  the  United  States  should 
make  his  views  known  on  the  apportion- 
ment rider  that  Senator  Dirksen  is  sponsor- 


ing. Do  you  have  any  comments  of  the 
proposal  by  Senator  Dirksen? 

THE  PRESIDENT.   No,  sir. 

[17.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  do  you  plan  any 
campaign  trips  this  year?     If  so,  when? 

THE  PRESIDENT.  Well,  when  I  do  I  will 
tell  you.  I  have  one  tomorrow  that  I  am 
going  up  to  Harrisburg  on.  I  am  going 
to  make  a  speech  at  a  dinner.  From  time 
to  time,  when  time  permits,  I  will  cut  you 
in  on  them  just  as  soon  as  I  know. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  are  we  going  to  have 
the  pleasure  of  another  one  of  those  train 
trips  like  we  had  in  i960? 

THE  PRESIDENT.  I  think  you  will  have  to 
talk  to  Mrs.  Johnson.  I  think  she  has  given 
some  consideration  to  a  train  trip.  I  do  not 
have  any  such  plans  at  the  moment.  I 
understand  she  is  giving  some  consideration 
to  it  already.  She  may  have  already  an- 
nounced it;  I  am  not  sure.  If  you  like  to 
ride  the  train,  get  with  her;  she  will  be  glad 
to  have  your  company.'* 

Ralph  Harris,  Reuters-Australian  Asso- 
ciated Press:  Thank  you,  Mr.  President. 

note:  President  Johnson's  thirtieth  news  conference 
was  held  in  his  office  at  the  White  House  at  5:05  p.m. 
on  Wednesday,  September  9,  1964. 

^  See  Item  628. 


564    Message  to  the  President  of  Finland  on  the  Death  of 
Ambassador  Sakari  Tuomioja.    September  9,  1964 


I  LEARNED  with  great  sorrow  of  the  death 
in  Helsinki  of  Sakari  Tuomioja.  He  served 
your  nation  well,  and  served  all  nations  by 
his  work  for  the  United  Nations.  He  died 
while  laboring  once  again  as  United  Nations 
mediator  in  a  tangled  and  dangerous  inter- 


national dispute.  Our  people  join  with 
yours  in  mourning  a  servant  of  peace,  and  a 
friend  of  us  all. 

note:  At  the  time  of  his  death  Sakari  Tuomioja, 
Ambassador  to  Sweden  from  Finland,  was  serving 
as  United  Nations  mediator  in  the  Greek-Turkish 
dispute  over  Cyprus. 
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565    Statement  by  the  President  in  Response  to  Report  of  the 

President's  Committee  for  Traffic  Safety.    September  10,  1964 


THE  RECORD-BREAKING  motor  ve- 
hicle travel  accompanying  the  Nation's  high 
level  of  prosperity  has  increased  the  need  for 
stepped-up  activity  to  curb  traffic  accidents. 

It  is  self-evident  that  v^e  must  expand 
and  intensify  our  efforts  to  prevent  these 
accidents. 

Toward  that  end,  it  is  indispensable  that 
we  initiate  greater  research  into  the  causes 
and  means  of  preventing  accidents. 

We  need  the  active  participation  of  the 
best  minds  in  the  colleges  and  universities 
in  all  of  our  States.  We  need  to  enlist  re- 
searchers in  all  of  the  sciences:  medicine, 
law,  engineering,  psychology,  public  infor- 
mation— every  field  that  can  help  us  to 
learn  more  about  human  behavior,  and  to 
develop  new  means  of  increasing  the  safety 
of  highways  and  vehicles. 

I  am  asking  the  Committee  to  report 
back  to  me  as  soon  as  it  can  as  to  the  current 
status  of  traffic  safety  research  in  these  fields, 
and  what  should  be  done  to  stimulate 
broader  activity. 

This  is  not  to  say  that  our  present  efforts 
have  been  fruitless.  With  the  explosive 
traffic  growth,  our  plight  would  be  far  worse 
had  it  not  been  for  diligent  safety  activities. 

Primary  responsibility  rests  in  our  States, 
counties,  and  municipalities;  and  the  Com- 
mittee's report  makes  evident  that  improved 
performance,  overall,  has  been  attained. 

The  Federal  Government  and  the  Con- 
gress have  cooperated,  also,  in  many  ways. 


A  notable  example  is  the  National  System  of 
Interstate  and  Defense  Highways,  with  its 
many  safety  features. 

The  Committee  for  Traffic  Safety  has 
given  leadership  in  stimulating  State  and 
community  application  of  the  tested  and 
proved  accident  prevention  measures  of  the 
action  program. 

Greater  understanding  of  this  program 
has  been  developed  through  national  and 
regional  conferences  of  legislators,  public 
officials,  and  citizen  leaders — ^both  men  and 
women. 

The  Committee's  projects  are  conducted 
through  its  advisory  council  of  national, 
nonprofit  organizations  of  public  officials, 
and  private  interests,  and  Federal  agencies. 

Nevertheless,  our  combined  efforts  clearly 
fall  far  short  of  our  requirements.  There  is 
urgent  need  to  apply  the  entire  action  pro- 
gram more  vigorously  through  day-after- 
day  cooperation  of  private  citizens  and 
public  officials.  There  is  need  for  more  tech- 
nical assistance  to  these  officials  from  na- 
tional traffic  safety  service  organizations. 

These  and  many  other  needs  must  be 
met  so  we  may  deal  more  effectively  with 
our  critical  traffic  accident  problem.  We 
cannot  accept  the  intolerable  drain  on  our 
human  and  economic  resources  that  these 
accidents  are  causing. 

note:  The  34-page  summary  report,  entitled  "The 
Action  Program,  a  Report  to  the  President"  and 
dated  September  1964,  was  made  available  by  the 
Committee. 


1058 


Lyndon  B.  Johnson,  196^-1964 

566    Remarks  in  Harrisburg  at  a  Dinner  Sponsored 
by  the  Pennsylvania  State  Democratic 
Committee.     September  lo,  1964 


Sept.  10    [566] 


Governor  Lawrence,  Senator  Clar\,  Miss 
Blatt,  Chairman  Morse,  Governor  Leader, 
Reverend  Clergy,  my  devoted  friends  in  the 
Pennsylvania  congressional  delegation  who 
are  doing  such  a  -fine  job  for  all  of  your 
great  State  in  Washington,  my  fellow 
countrymen: 

In  what  I  say  now,  I  speak  beyond  this 
hall — to  all  my  fellow  Americans,  regard- 
less of  political  persuasion  or  party  mem- 
bership. 

One  week  from  tonight  we  commemorate 
a  proud  anniversary,  on  the  17th  of  Septem- 
ber. It  was  177  years  ago,  here  in  Pennsyl- 
vania, that  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  was  born. 

Since  then  the  world  has  been  swept  by 
change.  Empires  have  fallen.  Thrones 
have  been  overturned.  Virtually  no  other 
country  on  any  other  continent  is  governed 
now  as  it  was  governed  then.  But  the 
oath  that  I  took  last  November  22d  as  the 
36th  President  of  the  United  States  was  the 
same  oath  taken  by  the  first  President  of 
the  United  States,  Gen.  George  Washington. 

Our  free  government  and  our  system 
stand  tonight  as  the  most  stable  and  the 
most  successful  in  the  history  of  man.  This 
is  not  a  victory  of  party  or  of  politicians, 
or  even  of  Presidents.  America's  great  suc- 
cess is  the  achievement  of  the  American 
people. 

For  the  American  people,  this  year  is  a 
year  of  great  decision.  For  the  45th  time 
since  our  great  Republic  was  born,  these 
free  people  will  freely  decide  the  direction 
that  they  want  America  to  move.  Whatever 
our  allegiance  politically,  whatever  our  inter- 
ests privately,  whatever  our  concerns  per- 


sonally, we  must  not  let  our  year  of  de- 
cision become  our  year  of  division. 

The  first  stated  purpose  of  those  who  gave 
the  Constitution  to  us  was  "to  form  a  more 
perfect  union."  That  tonight  is  still  our  first 
purpose.  If  we  are  to  establish  justice,  to 
ensure  domestic  tranquillity,  provide  for  the 
common  defense,  promote  the  general  wel- 
fare,  and  secure  the  blessings  of  liberty  for 
ourselves  and  for  our  posterity,  we  must 
labor  together  to  make  this  Nation  whole 
and  this  people  one. 

So  long  as  there  has  been  an  America, 
there  have  always  been  white  and  black, 
red  and  brown,  Protestant  and  Catholic, 
Quaker  and  Jew,  German  and  Dutch,  Italian 
and  Swede,  rich  and  poor,  capital  and  labor. 
And  I  would  remind  you  good  people  to- 
night that  these  distinctions  have  never  stood 
in  our  way,  and  they  do  not  stand  in  our  way 
tonight. 

The  one  division  that  our  forefathers  most 
feared,  the  division  that  they  warned  us 
against,  was  the  division  of  extreme  fac- 
tionalism. Jefferson  warned  against  it, 
Hamilton  and  Madison  warned  against  it. 

In  his  Farewell  Address,  the  first  Presi- 
dent, George  Washington,  warned  against 
it,  warned  against  allowing  parties  to  become 
"Northern  and  Southern,  Atlantic  and 
Western."  He  told  us  to  beware  of  that 
kind  of  partisanship  which,  in  his  words, 
"agitates  the  community  with  ill-founded 
jealousies  and  false  alarms,  .  .  .  kindles 
the  animosity  of  one  party  against  another, 
.  .  .  foments  occasionally  riot  and  insur- 
rection." 

Well,  my  fellow  countrymen,  in  this  year 
of  1964,  those  are  words  and  those  are  warn- 
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ings  that  all  responsible  Americans  must 
remember.  From  the  election  of  1789  to 
the  election  of  i960,  the  choices  for  the 
American  Presidency  have  never  meant 
changes  in  the  broad  purposes  of  the  Amer- 
ican people. 

But  that  is  not  the  choice  this  year. 

There  are  abroad  in  this  lesponsible  land 
reckless  factions,  contemptuous  toward  the 
v^ill  of  majorities;  callous  toward  the  plight 
of  minorities;  arrogant  toward  allies;  bellig- 
erent toward  adversaries;  careless  toward 
peace.  These  factions  wear  many  names. 
They  espouse  many  causes.  Standing  to- 
gether they  confront  the  American  people 
and  they  demand  that  you  make  a  choice. 

They  demand  that  you  choose  a  doctrine 
that  is  alien  to  America — ^that  would  lead  to 
a  tragic  convulsion  in  our  foreign  relations; 
a  doctrine  that  flaunts  the  unity  of  our 
society  and  searches  for  scapegoats  among 
our  people.  It  is  a  doctrine  that  invites  ex- 
tremism to  take  over  our  land.  It  is  a  doc- 
trine that  plays  loosely  with  human  destiny, 
and  this  generation  of  Americans  will  have 
no  part  of  it. 

I  have  great  faith  in  the  American  people. 
They  are  neither  sick  in  spirit  nor  faint  in 
moral  courage.  They  have  never  been  more 
capable  of  choosing  for  themselves  what  they 
think  is  right  or  wrong.  They  will  reject  a 
spirit  of  party  which  Washington  once  said 
"agitates  the  community  with  ill-founded 
jealousies  and  false  alarms,  or  kindles  the 
animosity  of  one  party  against  another." 

Those  are  the  words  of  the  first  Presi- 
dent. But  I  believe  that  spirit  must  be  the 
spirit  of  the  next  President,  and  every  Presi- 
dent who  follows  him. 

I  know  this  is  the  spirit  of  the  men  and 
women  of  Pennsylvania.  It  is  the  spirit  of 
great  men  of  whom  we  are  so  proud,  like 
Dave  Lawrence  of  your  great  State;  and  my 


friend  Senator  Joe  Clark,  who  proudly  car- 
ries your  banner  in  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States;  it  is  the  spirit  of  great  and  lovable 
women  like  Emma  Gufley  Miller  and 
Genevieve  Blatt.  And  I  am  so  happy  that 
you  are  sending  her  to  Washington  to  work 
with  us  next  January. 

Yes,  I  am  very  proud  to  say  tonight  that 
it  is  the  spirit  of  Bill  Scranton  and  Dwight 
D.  Eisenhower.  These  Pennsylvanians  be- 
lieve what  the  majority  of  Americans  be- 
lieve, that  our  Nation  can  only  be  served 
by  parties  which  serve  all  of  America,  and 
which  serve  all  Americans  in  all  segments 
in  all  sections  of  the  country. 

Woodrow  Wilson  once  said  that  the  "suc- 
cess of  a  Party  means  litde  unless  it  is  being 
used  by  the  Nation  for  a  great  purpose." 
I  repeat  those  words  tonight  to  the  members 
of  my  own  party.  But  I  urge  their  consider- 
ation by  those  members  of  the  other  great 
party  who  believe  that  our  highest  purpose 
is  still  to  "form  a  more  perfect  union." 

Tonight,  at  this  moment  of  our  national 
history,  we  stand  at  the  very  summit  of 
human  success.  "A  perfect  union"  is  with- 
in our  reach.  We  are  a  people  prospering; 
a  Nation  progressing.  We  enjoy  freedom; 
and,  thank  God,  we  live  in  peace.  We  are 
prepared,  as  no  other  nation  has  ever  been 
prepared,  to  defend  that  freedom  and  to 
preserve  that  peace. 

We  are  realists.  We  know  that  if  life  is 
good  for  many,  it  is  not  easy  for  any.  Too 
many  men  who  want  jobs  still  cannot  find 
work.  Too  many  factories  stand  idle  to- 
night. Too  many  mines  are  closed  down. 
Too  many  families  are  still  poor.  But  we 
are  resolved  to  meet  these  challenges.  Our 
success  in  the  past  4  years  points  to  greater 
achievements  ahead. 

For  nearly  44  consecutive  months  now  we 
have  had  the  longest  rise  in  our  prosperity 
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in  peacetime  history,  without  recession  or 
depression,  and  with  the  most  stable  prices 
in  the  Western  World. 

Our  system  is  functioning  as  it  was  meant 
to  function.  America  is  getting  answers 
from  this  session  of  Congress.  Our  people 
are  working  together.  State  governments, 
local  governments,  and  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment are  working  for  the  people,  not  against 
one  another. 

This  is  the  America  that  our  allies  trust 
and  this  is  the  America  that  our  adversaries 
respect.  I  say  to  you  tonight  that  it  is  a 
matter  of  no  small  significance  that  no  one 
anywhere  is  boasting  now  of  burying  us. 
This  is  America  at  its  best.  This  is  Amer- 
ica moving  again.  This  is  America  as  it 
always  ought  to  be,  prosperous  and  progres- 
sive, peaceful  and  prepared. 

The  position  of  your  President  is  clear. 
The  policies  of  my  party  are  clear. 

We  intend  to  keep  America  prosperous, 
powerful,  and  unafraid,  unafraid  to  stand 
against  any  enemy  in  the  defense  of  freedom, 
and  unafraid  to  sit  at  any  table  in  pursuit 
of  honorable  peace. 

We  intend  to  keep  America  united. 

We  intend  to  keep  America  free  and  un- 
divided. 

We  intend  to  keep  America  a  land  of  free 
labor,  a  land  of  free  enterprise,  a  land  where 
all  free  people  alike  will  respect  the  law  and 
the  law  respects  the  people. 

We  are  a  nation  of  lovers  and  not  a  nation 
of  haters.  We  are  a  land  of  good  homes 
and  good  schools,  decent  wages  and  decent 
medical  care  for  the  aged.  Yes,  we  want  a 
land  of  hope  and  happiness,  but  never  a 
land  of  harshness  and  hate. 

Are  these  your  goals?  Is  this  your  spirit? 
Is  this  the  America  that  you  want  to  pro- 
duce, and  that  you  want  to  see,  and  that  you 
want  to  fight  for? 


Then  I  ask  you  to  join  with  us  tonight 
in  the  time  ahead.  I  respect  the  loyalty  of 
men  to  the  parties  of  their  fathers.  But  I 
trust  the  faithfulness  of  men  and  women  to 
the  future  of  our  children. 

This  is,  as  I  said  in  the  beginning,  the 
year  of  decision.  This  is  the  year  that  you 
decide  not  the  future  of  a  party  or  the  fate 
of  a  man.  This  is  the  year  that  you  will  be 
voting  on  the  future  of  your  own  pros- 
perity, on  your  own  Nation's  progress,  and 
the  peace  of  the  world  in  your  time  and  in 
times  to  come. 

We  do  have  a  choice  this  year.  It  is  the 
choice  between  the  mighty  voice  of  the 
American  majority  saying  "yes"  and  the 
fading  echo  of  the  few  who  still  say  "no." 

The  majority  said  "yes"  long  ago  to  social 
security.    The  echo  still  says  "no." 

The  majority  says  "yes"  to  minimum 
wage,  "yes"  to  the  rights  of  the  workingmen, 
"yes"  to  full  employment  and  equal  oppor- 
tunity.   The  echo  still  says  "no." 

The  majority  says  "yes"  to  responsible 
relations  with  our  allies,  "yes"  to  the  United 
Nations,  "yes"  to  the  opening  of  the  markets 
of  the  world  to  the  products  of  American 
business  and  American  labor.  But  the  echo 
still  says  "no." 

The  majority  says  "yes"  to  better  educa- 
tion for  our  young,  "yes"  to  hospital  care 
for  our  aged  under  social  security,  "yes" 
to  a  war  on  poverty.  But  the  echo  still  says 
no. 

The  majority  says  "yes"  to  equal  rights  for 
all,  equal  hopes  for  all,  equal  happiness  for 
all.    But  the  echo  still  says  "no." 

This  year  the  mighty  voice  of  the  Amer- 
ican majority  will  be  heard  throughout  our 
land,  and  it  will  be  heard  also  around  the 
world.  It  will  be  heard  saying  "yes"  to  the 
future,  and  saying  "no"  to  the  echoes  of  the 
past. 
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And  how  are  we  going  to  say  it?  Well, 
since  the  month  of  May,  gains  have  been 
recorded  in  Democratic  registrations  in 
nearly  every  county  of  this  great  State  of 
Pennsylvania.  And  we  didn't  have  to  buy  a 
poll  to  prove  that,  although  we  like  the 
polls,  too. 

In  Philadelphia,  since  the  last  primary  we 
have  registered  100,595  Democrats  and 
31,049  Republicans,  or  74  percent  Democrats 
and  22  percent  Republicans.  And  the  edge 
is  the  kind  of  an  edge  that  we  like — better 
than  3  to  I. 

In  Allegheny  County,  more  new  Demo- 
crats have  registered  than  in  any  other 
presidential  year  in  history,  24,000  new 
Democrats  to  10,000  new  Republicans — an 
edge  of  better  than  2  to  i.  In  Lancaster 
County,  just  next  door,  new  Democrats  are 
outnumbering  new  Republicans. 

I  want  to  conclude  by  reminding  you  that 
you  still  have  3  more  days  to  register. 

Today  when  great  issues  of  war  and  peace 
are  before  us,  the  man  that  I  look  to  and 
the  Nation  looks  to  for  help  and  steady  and 
able  guidance  is  the  distinguished  Chairman 
of  the  House  Foreign  Affairs  Committee, 
Doc  Morgan,  from  Pennsylvania.  Pennsyl- 
vania Democrats  have  a  capacity  for  great- 


ness, and  we  are  going  to  have  two  great  ones 
leading  us  in  the  Senate  come  next  January, 
Joe  Clark  and  Genevieve  Blatt. 

So  I  ask  you  tonight  to  join  us  in  this 
campaign.  I  ask  you  to  join  hands  and 
work  with  me,  to  build  a  greater  America 
for  all  of  our  people.  You  know  in  your 
heart  that  this  is  right.  You  know  that  this 
is  the  way  that  you  want  to  go.  So  join 
with  me  and  let  us  be  on  our  way. 

We  want  to,  before  we  leave,  see  as  many 
of  you  as  we  can  and  say  to  all  of  you  and 
to  each  of  you  how  grateful  we  are  and  how 
very  much  we  appreciate  the  sacrifice  that 
you  have  made  for  your  party  and  your 
country.  Democrats  in  Pennsylvania  appre- 
ciate it  and  it  will  help  good  people  every- 
where. 

Thank  you. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  the  Farm  Show  Arena 
Building  in  Harrisburg.  In  his  opening  words 
he  referred  to  David  L.  Lawrence,  former  Gover- 
nor of  Pennsylvania,  Joseph  S.  Clark,  U.S.  Senator 
from  Pennsylvania,  Genevieve  Blatt,  Democratic  can- 
didate for  the  U.S.  Senate  from  Pennsylvania,  Otis 
B.  Morse  IV,  Democratic  State  Chairman,  and 
George  Leader,  former  Governor  of  Pennsylvania. 
He  later  referred  to  Emma  Guffey  Miller,  Democratic 
State  Committeewoman,  William  W.  Scranton,  Gov- 
ernor of  Pennsylvania,  and  U.S.  Representative 
Thomas  E.  Morgan  of  Pennsylvania,  chairman  of 
the  House  Committee  on  Foreign  Aflairs. 


567    Statement  by  the  President  Following  Inspection  of  Hurricane 
Damage  in  Florida  and  Georgia.    September  12,  1964 


ON  THE  WAY  back  to  Washington  last 
night  following  our  hurricane  inspection 
trip  to  Florida  and  Georgia,  I  had  an  op- 
portunity to  review  the  damage  as  I  saw  it 
with  the  Senators  of  both  States  and  with 
the  Federal  officials  whose  departments  can 
and  will  contribute  to  rehabilitation  from 
the  storm. 

While   final   damage   surveys   have   not 
been  completed,  it  is  apparent  the  total  dam- 


age, public  and  private,  will  approximate  the 
$200  million  figure  estimated  by  Mr.  Mc- 
Dermott,  making  this  one  of  the  most  severe 
storms  to  hit  this  area  in  this  century. 

I  have  pledged  all  possible  Federal  assist- 
ance to  the  people  of  Florida  and  Georgia 
and  we  are  fulfilling  that  promise.  I  have 
directed  Mr.  McDermott,  head  of  the  Of- 
fice of  Emergency  Planning,  to  augment  his 
staff  in  both  States  to  insure  all  possible 
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assistance  to  State  and  local  authorities. 
The  OEP  will  coordinate  all  Federal  aid  un- 
der the  Disaster  Assistance  Act,  on  my  be- 
half. I  have  also  asked  that  I  be  furnished 
with  regular  reports  of  the  status  of  survey 
efforts  in  both  States. 

In  addition  I  have: 

— ordered  the  Corps  of  Engineers  to  pro- 
vide all  assistance  required  to  complete  dam- 
age surveys  so  that  an  allocation  of  Federal 
assistance  funds  can  be  made, 

— asked  the  Small  Business  Administra- 
tion to  provide  adequate  staff  in  the  disaster 
area  to  expeditiously  process  applications  for 
loan  assistance  from  eligible  property  own- 
ers, 

— directed  the  U.S.  Public  Health  Service 
to  assist  local  communities  as  required  to 
protect  the  health  of  citizens  in  the  areas 
which  suffered  severe  hurricane  damage  and 
where  water  and  other  utility  systems  are 
damaged, 

— ^instructed  the  Department  of  Agri- 
culture to  continue  to  provide  such  surplus 
foods  as  are  required  to  evacuated  families 
and  to  complete  its  survey  of  damage  to  crops 
and  farm  properties. 


The  Bureau  of  Public  Roads  is  cooperating 
with  State  and  county  highway  authorities 
in  a  survey  of  road  and  bridge  damage  and 
has  been  instructed  to  proceed  immediately 
with  eligible  highway  system  repair. 

The  Red  Cross,  which  has  provided  such 
outstanding  help  to  the  people  of  these  States 
in  their  time  of  need,  will  continue  its  per- 
sonnel and  services  in  the  affected  area. 

As  soon  as  accurate  damage  data  has  been 
assembled  Mr.  McDermott  will  request  a 
specific  allocation  of  funds  from  the  Presi- 
dent's disaster  fund.  I  am  prepared  to  make 
that  allocation  promptly  and  funds  for  that 
purpose  are  available. 

I  am  confident  full  recovery  from  the  ef- 
fects of  Hurricane  Dora  will  be  accom- 
plished, with  close  cooperation  between  Fed- 
eral, State,  and  local  authorities.  I  was  im- 
pressed yesterday  with  the  debris  clearance 
and  other  recovery  activities  already  in  prog- 
ress. I  was  impressed  too  with  the  outstand- 
ing leadership  demonstrated  in  this  emer- 
gency by  Governor  Bryant  and  Governor 
Sanders  and  I  expect  to  keep  in  close  touch 
with  both  of  them  as  recovery  work  pro- 
ceeds. 


568    Remarks  at  the  Presentation  of  the  1964  Presidential 
Medal  of  Freedom  Awards.    September  14,  1964 


OTHER  peoples  in  other  lands  have  marked 
their  history  through  the  years  by  moments 
of  glory  and  war,  and  moments  of  greatness 
in  power  over  empires  and  dominions. 

Our  experience  in  our  own  history  has 
been  quite  different.  Our  glory  is  peace, 
not  war.  Our  greatness  is  in  people,  not 
power.  Our  genius  for  188  years  has 
been  the  excellence  of  individuals. 

The  history  of  America  is  a  history  of  out- 
standing achievement  by  outstanding  indi- 
viduals— ^inventors  and  enterprisers,  thinkers 


and  doers,  creators  and  constructors. 

Our  society  today  is  a  changing  society, 
changing  from  rural  values  to  urban  values, 
from  manual  labor  to  mental  labor,  from 
scarcity  to  abundance,  from  provincial  hori- 
zons to  cosmopolitan  horizons.  Yet,  as  our 
society  changes,  the  value  of  the  individual 
is  unchanging.  Our  trust  must  and  does 
continue  to  rest  upon  the  individual  who 
envisions  more,  aspires  to  more,  and  who 
achieves  more  for  all  of  us. 

What  America  is  to  be,  America  will  be. 
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because  of  our  trust  in  and  of  the  individual 
and  of  his  capacity  for  excellence.  Only 
those  who  doubt  the  individual  can  be 
dubious  of  America's  survival  and  success 
in  this  century  of  contest.  This  belief  is 
mine.  It  was  this  conviction  that  led  Presi- 
dent Kennedy  to  the  establishment  of  the 
Medal  of  Freedom  as  our  highest  civilian 
honor  for  outstanding  individuals — citizens 
who  share  an  extra  measure  of  individual 
excellence  in  the  mainstream  of  our  well- 
being  and  our  advancement.  On  the  talents 
of  such  citizens  rests  the  future  of  our  Amer- 
ican civilization,  for  it  is  from  the  genius 
of  the  few  that  we  enrich  the  greatness  of 
the  many. 

All  Americans  are  proud,  as  I  am  proud, 
to  salute  today  the  great  Americans  here  be- 
fore me.  Their  lives  and  their  works  have 
made  freedom  stronger  for  all  of  us  in  our 
time. 

[The  President  spo\e  at  the  close  of  the  presentation 
ceremony.  Under  Secretary  of  State  George  W. 
Ball,  Chairman  of  the  Distinguished  Civilian  Service 
Awards  Board,  introduced  the  recipients,  and  the 
President  presented  the  awards  and  read  the  cita- 
tions, as  follows:] 

Mr.  Ball:  Mr.  Dean  Acheson. 

THE  PRESIDENT.  An  architect  of  the  defense 
and  growth  of  a  flourishing  Atlantic  com- 
munity, his  moral  resolve  and  intellectual 
grasp  have  placed  all  free  men  in  his  debt. 

Mr.  Ball:  Dr.  Detlev  W.  Bronk. 

THE  PRESIDENT.  Scientist  and  leader  of 
scholars,  his  vision  and  untiring  eflorts  have 
advanced  science  education  and  helped 
forge  an  enduring  link  between  Govern- 
ment and  the  scientific  community. 

Mr.  Ball:  Mr.  Aaron  Copland. 

THE  PRESIDENT.  Mastcrful  composer  and 
gifted  teacher,  his  music  echoes  our  Amer- 
ican experience  and  speaks  expressively  to 
an  international  audience. 

Mr.  Ball:  Mr.  Willem  de  Kooning. 
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THE  PRESIDENT.  Artist  and  teacher,  he  has 
adventured  into  a  new  range  of  artistic  vision 
and  opened  bold  pathways  to  our  experi- 
ence of  the  world. 

Mr.  Ball:  Mr.  Walter  Disney. 

THE  PRESIDENT.  Artist  and  impresario,  in 
the  course  of  entertaining  an  age,  he  has 
created  an  American  folklore. 

Mr.  Ball:  Prof.  J.  Frank  Dobie. 

THE  PRESIDENT.  Folklorist,  teacher,  writer, 
he  has  recaptured  the  treasure  of  our  rich 
regional  heritage  in  the  Southwest  from  the 
conquistadores  to  the  cowboys. 

Mr.  Ball:  Dr.  Lena  F.  Edwards. 

THE  PRESIDENT.  Physiciau  and  humani- 
tarian, she  has  applied  her  medical  skills 
and  compassionate  understanding  to  the 
women  and  children  of  our  migratory 
work  force. 

Mr.  Ball:  Mr.  Thomas  Stearns  Eliot. 

THE  PRESIDENT.  Poet  and  critic,  he  has 
fused  intelligence  and  imagination,  tradition 
and  innovation,  bringing  to  the  world  a  new 
sense  of  the  possibilities  for  order  in  a  revo- 
lutionary time. 

Mr.  Ball:  Dr.  John  W.  Gardner. 

THE  PRESIDENT.  Guardian  and  critic  of 
American  education,  he  has  inspired  our 
schools  and  colleges  toward  his  own  goal  of 
increasing  excellence. 

Mr.  Ball:  The  Reverend  Theodore  M. 
Hesburgh. 

THE  PRESIDENT.  Educator  and  humani- 
tarian, he  has  inspired  a  generation  of  stu- 
dents and  given  of  his  wisdom  in  the  strug- 
gle for  the  rights  of  man. 

Mr.  Ball:  Mr.  Clarence  L.  Johnson. 

THE  PRESIDENT.  Aeronautical  engineer, 
his  genius  for  conceiving  unique  airframes 
and  his  technical  management  skills  con- 
tribute mightily  to  the  Nation's  security  by 
creating  aircraft  of  daring  design  with  un- 
matched rapidity  and  effectiveness. 

Mr.  Ball:  Mr.  Frederick  Kappel. 
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THE  PRESIDENT.  A  crcativc  leader  of  busi- 
ness, he  synthesizes  the  skills  of  manage- 
ment with  a  farsighted  appreciation  of  how 
technology  and  communications  may  better 
serve  our  country. 

Mr.  Ball:  Miss  Helen  Keller. 

THE  PRESIDENT.  An  example  of  courage 
to  all  mankind,  she  has  devoted  her  life  to 
illuminating  the  dark  world  of  the  blind 
and  the  handicapped. 

Mr.  Ball:  Mr.  John  L.  Lewis. 

THE  PRESIDENT.  Eloqueut  spokesmau  of 
labor,  he  has  given  voice  to  the  aspirations 
of  the  industrial  workers  of  the  country  and 
led  the  cause  of  free  trade  unions  within  a 
healthy  system  of  free  enterprise. 

Mr.  Ball:  Mr.  Walter  Lippmann. 

THE  PRESIDENT.  Profouud  interpreter  of 
his  country  and  the  affairs  of  the  world,  he 
has  enlarged  the  horizons  of  public  thinking 
for  more  than  five  decades  through  the 
power  of  measured  reason  and  detached 
perspective. 

Mr.  Ball:  Mr.  Alfred  Lunt  and  Miss  Lynn 
Fontanne. 

THE  PRESIDENT.  A  lumiuous  partnership 
of  artistic  talents  and  personal  devotion  they 
have  brilliantly  enlivened  and  enriched  the 
American  stage. 

Mr.  Ball:  Mr.  Ralph  McGill. 

THE  PRESIDENT.  Editor  and  journalist,  he 
has  courageously  sounded  the  voice  of  rea- 
son, moderation,  and  progress  during  a 
period  of  contemporary  revolution. 

Mr.  Ball:  Prof.  Samuel  Eliot  Morison. 

THE  PRESIDENT.  Scholar  and  sailor,  this 
amphibious  historian  has  combined  a  life 
of  action  and  literary  craftsmanship  to  lead 
two  generations  of  Americans  on  countless 
voyages  of  discovery. 

Mr.  Ball:   Mr.  Lewis   Mumford. 

THE  PRESIDENT.  In  the  name  of  sanity,  he 
has  constantly  worked  to  rescue  and  extend 


the  qualities  of  urban  life  that  will  preserve 
and  stimulate  the  humane  spirit  of  western 
civilization. 

Mr.  Ball:  Mr.  Edward  R.  Murrow. 

THE  PRESIDENT.  A  piouecr  in  education 
through  mass  communication,  he  has 
brought  to  all  his  endeavors  the  conviction 
that  truth  and  personal  integrity  are  the 
ultimate  persuaders  of  men  and  nations. 

Mr.  Ball:  Dr.  Reinhold  Niebuhr. 

THE  PRESIDENT.  Theologiau,  teacher,  so- 
cial philosopher,  he  has  invoked  the  ancient 
insights  of  Christianity  to  illuminate  the  ex- 
perience and  fortify  the  will  of  the  modern 
age. 

Mr.  Ball:  Miss  Leontyne  Price. 

THE  PRESIDENT.  A  voice  of  Stirring  power 
and  rare  beauty,  her  singing  has  brought 
delight  to  her  land  and  to  all  those  who 
treasure  musical  values. 

Mr.  Ball:  Mr.  A.  Philip  Randolph. 

THE  PRESIDENT.  Trade  unionist  and  citi- 
zen, through  four  decades  of  challenge  and 
achievement  he  has  led  his  people  and  his 
nation  in  the  great  forward  march  of 
freedom. 

Mr.  Ball:  Mr.  Carl  Sandburg. 

THE  PRESIDENT.  Sou  of  the  prairie,  he  has 
helped  the  Nation  and  the  world  to  compre- 
hend and  share  in  the  great  affirmation  of 
American  life,  asserting  always,  and  in  the 
face  of  disaster  no  less  than  triumph,  The 
People. 

Mr.  Ball:  Mr.  John  Steinbeck. 

THE  PRESIDENT.  A  Writer  of  worldwide 
influence,  he  has  helped  America  to  under- 
stand herself  by  finding  universal  themes 
in  the  experience  of  men  and  women  every- 
where. 

Mr.  Ball:  Dr.  Helen  B.  Taussig. 

THE  PRESIDENT.  Physiciau,  physiologist, 
and  embryologist,  her  fundamental  concepts 
have  made  possible  the  modern  surgery  of 
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the  heart  which  enables  countless  children  to 
lead  productive  lives. 

Mr.  Ball:  Mr.  Carl  Vinson. 

THE  PRESIDENT.  Master  legislative  captain, 
helmsman,  and  navigator,  his  fixed  star  has 
always  been  the  national  interest. 

Mr.  Ball:  Mr.  Thomas  J.  Watson,  Jr. 

THE  PRESIDENT.  A  business  statesman  who 
combined  distinction  in  private  life  with  a 
cheerful  acceptance  of  countless  public  duties 
placed  on  him  by  a  grateful  government. 

Mr.  Ball:  Dr.  Paul  Dudley  White. 

THE  PRESIDENT.  Physiciau,  humanist,  and 
teacher,  he  has  led  the  way  toward  a  greater 
knowledge  of  heart  disease  and  the  promo- 


tion of  international  understanding  through 
scientific  medicine. 

note:  The  ceremony  was  held  at  noon  in  the 
East  Room  at  the  White  House.  The  awards  pre- 
sented to  Dean  Acheson,  former  Secretary  of  State, 
Edward  R.  Murrow,  former  Director  of  the  United 
States  Information  Agency,  and  Carl  Vinson,  U.S. 
Representative  from  Georgia,  were  medals  of  "special 
distinction  for  Government  service."  Mr.  Acheson 
responded  to  the  President's  remarks  on  behalf  of 
all  the  recipients. 

The  Presidential  Medal  of  Freedom,  established 
by  Executive  Order  11085  (28  F.R.  1759;  3  CFR, 
1 95 8-1 9 63  Comp.,  p.  719)  is  the  highest  civil  honor 
conferred  by  the  President  for  service  in  peacetime. 
The  names  of  the  30  winners  of  the  1964  awards 
were  first  made  public  on  July  4  (see  Item  447). 
For  the  1963  ceremony  see  Item  27. 


569    Remarks  Upon  Presenting  the  Harmon  International 
Aviation  Trophies.    September  14,  1964 


Honored  guests,  ladies  and  gentlemen: 

On  this  occasion  it  is  my  privilege  to  per- 
form once  more  a  duty  that  has  been  per- 
formed by  six  other  Presidents  in  award- 
ing the  Harmon  International  Aviation 
Trophies. 

Since  the  air  age  began,  our  Nation  has 
held  a  position  of  leadership  in  this  new  hori- 
zon of  human  experience.  In  this  field  as  in 
all  fields,  the  accomplishments  of  our  ma- 
chines are  small  against  the  achievements 
of  our  men  and  women  themselves.  In  time 
to  come  our  machines  may  perform  marvel- 
ous feats  in  the  distant  realms  of  space,  but 
I  think  always  their  success  will  rest  upon 
man  himself. 

This  was  recognized  long  ago  by  Col. 
Clifford  B.  Harmon,  a  pioneer  American 
aviator  and  balloonist.  Colonel  Harmon 
was  a  man  unusually  dedicated  throughout 
his  life  to  the  promotion  of  world  peace. 

Forty  years  ago  he  had  the  vision  that  the 
airplane,  the  airstrip,  and  the  pilots  who  flew 
them  would  some  day  have  a  powerful  in- 


fluence in  bringing  about  world  peace.  It 
was  Colonel  Harmon's  carefully  considered 
opinion  that  pilots  were  better  suited  than 
members  of  any  other  calling  to  contribute 
actively  to  the  prevention  of  war.  It  was 
with  these  ideas  in  mind  that  Colonel  Har- 
mon founded  in  1926  the  Harmon  Inter- 
national Aviation  Trophies. 

Three  years  later.  Colonel  Harmon  per- 
sonally proposed  to  the  then  existing  League 
of  Nations  a  united  air  force  for  peace  and 
defense.  His  vision  was  expressed  eloquent- 
ly when  he  wrote: 

"The  desire  for  peace  is  the  finest  ideal 
that  the  mind  of  man  has  ever  known.  To- 
day as  at  no  other  time  in  the  history  of  the 
world,  we  are  in  urgent  need  of  the  realiza- 
tion of  that  ideal,  but  we  have  learned  that 
the  desire  for  peace  alone  is  not  enough. 
That  desire  must  be  sustained  by  power." 

Today,  Colonel  Harmon's  native  land  fully 
realizes  that  preparedness  is  a  predicate  of 
peace.  Together  with  free  men  everywhere, 
we  stand  prepared — ^prepared  to  defend  our 
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freedom,  prepared  to  preserve  the  peace  of 
all. 

So,  it  gives  me  a  great  deal  of  pleasure — 
and  I  am  very  proud  this  afternoon — to  join 
in  this  presentation  of  these  awards  of  the 
Harmon  Trophy  for  the  most  outstanding 
performances  by  aviators  and  aviatrixes  in 

1962  and  1963. 

For  1962  the  Aviator  Av^ard  goes  to  Maj. 
Fitzhugh  L.  Fulton,  Jr.,  of  the  United  States 
Air  Force. 

Major  Fulton  in  1962  piloted  a  B-58  Hus- 
tler bomber  beyond  its  designed  performance 
to  set  new  world  altitude  and  payload 
records. 

For  1963  the  Aviatrix  Award  goes  to  Mrs. 
Betty  Miller  of  Santa  Monica,  Calif.     In 

1963  she  became  the  first  woman  in  history 
to  fly  solo  across  the  Pacific — 7,400  miles 


from  Oakland,  Calif.,  to  Sydney,  Australia. 

For  1963  the  Aviator  Award  goes,  for  the 
first  time,  to  a  member  of  America's  astro- 
naut team,  Maj.  Leroy  Gordon  Cooper. 
Every  American  knows  the  story  of  his 
flight.  We  lived  it  with  him  as  he  orbited 
the  earth  22  times,  traveling  593,885  miles. 
As  we  all  remember  so  well,  when  the 
mechanisms  failed,  it  was  his  pilot's  skill  that 
meant  so  much  to  the  success  of  that  great 
flight. 

So,  speaking  for  all  of  you  here  this  after- 
noon, and  the  millions  of  other  Americans 
who  share  the  pride  that  we  have,  I  say  to 
those  I  have  specifically  mentioned,  heartiest 
congratulations  to  all  of  you  from  all  of  us. 

note:  The  President  spoke  in  the  late  afternoon  in 
the  Rose  Garden  at  the  White  House. 


570    Remarks  to  Representatives  of  "Rural  America  for 
Johnson-Humphrey."    September  14,  1964 


I  AM  GRATEFUL  to  you  for  your  presence 
here  today. 

I  am  grateful  to  you  for  your  confidence 
in  the  work  we  are  trying  to  do  here — ^for 
all  the  people. 

Our  Nation  has  no  more  important  work 
to  do  at  home  than  the  work  of  keeping 
our  historic  trust  to  rural  America. 

In  this  country  we  think  of  ourselves  as  a 
great  industrial  nation — and  we  are.  Out 
in  the  world,  however,  men  in  many  nations 
see  us  in  a  different  view,  as  the  greatest 
agricultural  nation  in  history.  And  that  we 
are,  too. 

Our  success  in  all  our  endeavors — at  home 
and  abroad — is  bottomed  on  our  success  in 
the  fields  and  pastures  and  rural  homes  of 
America. 

Our  great  increase  in  productivity  on  the 
farms  has  released  the  manpower  to  operate 


our  industrial  complex. 

Our  great  advances  in  processing  and  dis- 
tribution have  released  more  consumer  buy- 
ing power  for  expenditures  other  than  food 
than  any  other  nation  has  ever  known. 

Our  dependable  food  supply  is  no  small 
factor  in  the  order  and  stability  of  our  so- 
ciety— and  the  success  of  our  political  sys- 
tem. 

All  this  underscores  how  important  our 
agricultural  success  is  to  America's  total 
success.  It  is  a  source  of  strength — not  to  be 
treated  lightly,  not  to  be  tinkered  with  or 
tampered  with  carelessly  or  casually. 

Our  agricultural  policies  must  never  be 
made  blindly.  They  must  never  be  pred- 
icated upon  a  bias  or  prejudice  against  the 
farmer.  Even  though  his  numbers  are 
smaller,  the  farmer  and  rancher  still  ranks 
as  the  first  citizen  of  our  success. 
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Successful  as  our  agriculture  is,  I  would 
be  the  last  to  tell  you  that  improvements  can- 
not be  made.  That  is  why  I  welcome  your 
support  now — so  that  we  can  do  together  the 
work  that  still  needs  to  be  done  in  and  for 
rural  America. 

Over  the  last  3}^  years  we  have  made 
progress.  For  each  of  the  3  full  years  of  this 
administration,  net  farm  income  has  been  at 
least  $800  million  above  i960.  This  is  not — 
as  some  might  lead  you  to  believe — due  solely 
to  Government  payments. 

Last  year,  virtually  all  the  widely-grown 
cash  crops  brought  in  more  cash  from  farm 
marketings  than  was  the  case  in  i960.  As  a 
result,  last  year  average  net  income  per  farm 
was  18  percent  above  i960. 

Farm  programs  enacted  since  1961  have 
reduced  our  surpluses.  Feed  grains  and 
wheat  in  storage  are  down  by  30  million 
tons.  Without  the  new  programs,  another 
133  million  tons  of  surplus  feed  grains  and 
another  500  million  bushels  of  surplus  wheat 
would  be  on  our  hands  by  this  time. 


On  all  fronts  we  are  striving  to  meet  our 
responsibilities  in  rural  America.  Some 
212,000  nonfarm  jobs  have  been  created  in 
rural  America,  another  148,000  jobs  have 
been  created  indirectly. 

We  are  striving  to  serve  the  interest  of  the 
farm  producer  and  his  family;  the  rural  com- 
munity and  its  businessmen  and  residents; 
and  the  consumers  throughout  our  land. 

This  is  a  moment  of  great  promise  for  all 
America. 

The  good  old  days  were  never  like  these — 
and  Americans  have  no  desire  to  turn  back  to 
what  never  was  and  can  never  be  again. 

Our  eyes  are  on  the  future.  With  your 
help,  with  your  support,  with  your  leader- 
ship, we  will  go  forward  to  make  the  years 
ahead  the  best  years  rural  America — and  all 
America — have  ever  known. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  6  p.m.  in  the  Rose 
Garden  at  the  White  House. 
As  printed,   this  item  follows  the  prepared   text 
released  by  the  White  House. 


571     Remarks  at  the  Convention  of  the  International  Association 
of  Machinists,  Miami  Beach,  Florida.    September  15,  1964 


President  Hayes,  Mr.  Walter,  Governor 
Bryant,  Mayor  Burns,  my  old  friends  Con- 
gressmen Pepper  and  Fascell,  Reverend 
Par\s,  officers,  executive  council  members, 
delegates  and  guests: 

I  want  to  thank  you  from  the  bottom  of 
my  heart  for  your  warm  reception  and  for 
the  confidence  that  you  have  already  demon- 
strated in  me. 

Seventy-six  years  ago  your  union  was 
formed.  When  your  founders  met  then, 
they  were  forced  to  meet  in  secrecy  and  in 
fear.  Labor  had  no  rights,  and  few  re- 
wards. The  laboringman  and  his  family 
sat  at  the  second  table  in  our  society.  That 
day  is  gone,  gone  forevermore. 
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The  America  of  1964  is  vastly  different 
from  the  America  of  1888.  Sixty-hour  weeks 
are  gone.  Twenty  cents  an  hour  wages  are 
gone.  Child  labor  and  sweatshops  are  gone. 
You  meet  as  free  men  ought  to  meet — out 
in  the  open  and  unafraid,  your  rights  as- 
sured, your  rewards  increased,  and  your 
place  secure  at  the  first  table  of  our  Nation's 
success. 

I  am  proud  for  you  and  for  your  presi- 
dent, Al  Hayes.  When  he  retires  in  a  few 
months,  Al  Hayes  can  know  that  he  spent 
his  life  participating  in  the  greatest  advance 
made  by  labor  anywhere  in  all  the  history 
of  mankind. 

Now,  that  is  the  challenge  that  is  before 
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us.  When  our  work  is  done,  will  we  know 
that  we,  too,  have  advanced  the  cause  of 
man?  For  my  part,  I  am  determined  that 
the  answer  shall  be  "yes."  I  am  determined 
that  history  shall  rejoice  in  memory  of  our 
generation. 

I  am  determined  that  generations  to  come 
after  us  shall  shed  no  tears,  or  shame,  or 
sorrow  when  they  remember  our  stewardship 
as  keepers  of  the  flame.  And  that  is  why  I 
come  today  to  call  you,  and  to  call  all  Ameri- 
cans, to  the  works  that  I  believe  we  must 
do,  that  these  shall  be  remembered  as  Amer- 
ica's proudest  years. 

Our  trust  today  is  very  great,  yours  and 
mine.  Our  success,  the  success  of  all  the 
American  people,  is  running  at  the  flood.  In 
all  our  years,  never  have  any  other  Ameri- 
cans known  the  prosperity  that  you  know 
today.  Old  records  are  being  surpassed 
every  month.  The  August  reports  have 
just  come  in.  I  read  them  last  night.  They 
show  this:  More  men  and  women  were  on 
nonfarm  payrolls  last  month  than  ever  in 
American  history — 59,250,000,  up  by  1,600,- 
000  more  than  a  year  ago. 

Factory  employment  reached  the  highest 
August  level  in  more  than  10  years — 17,500,- 
000 — ^300,000  more  than  a  year  ago.  The 
factory  workweek  reached  the  highest  Au- 
gust average  since  1950 — 14  years  ago — ^40.9 
hours,  and  the  average  premium  pay  of  3.5 
hours  was  the  highest  since  statistical  rec- 
ords began  back  there  in  1956. 

Average  weekly  earnings  set  a  new  record 
for  August  of  $103 — ^$4.50  more  than  Au- 
gust 1963,  and  $10  a  week  more  than  Au- 
gust 1961.  This  is  what  our  late,  beloved 
President,  John  Fitzgerald  Kennedy,  talked 
about  when  he  said,  "We  are  going  to  get 
America  moving  again." 

In  these  last  3^  years,  3,743,000  new  jobs 
have  been  added.  We  have  been  adding 
them  at  the  rate  of  nearly  90,000  new  jobs 


per  month.  In  the  previous  3  Vz-year  period, 
1,596,000  jobs  were  added,  a  little  less  than 
40,000  jobs  per  month.  We  are  doing  twice 
as  well  on  new  jobs.  And  on  the  rise  in 
take-home  dollars  for  the  workingman  we 
are  doing  7  times  better. 

In  the  42  months  before  January  1961, 
workers'  average  wedkly  earnings,  after 
taxes,  rose  only  $1.25.  But  in  the  next  42 
months  they  rose  $8.43 — let  me  repeat,  7 
times  as  much.  And  that  is  adjusted  to 
take  account  of  price  changes.  For  all  sec- 
tors of  our  economy  the  story  is  the  same. 
Whether  we  look  through  the  eyes  of  labor 
or  business,  white  collar  or  blue  collar, 
farmer  or  professional,  these  are  years  of 
great  success  for  all  Americans.  And  we 
appreciate  it.  That  success  is  our  trust, 
yours  and  mine. 

Entrusted  to  your  care,  and  mine,  is  both 
the  greatest  success  any  system  has  ever 
achieved  and  the  greatest  cause  that  any 
people  have  ever  borne.  We  must  not  lose 
that  success  or  fail  that  cause.  And  I  pre- 
dict here  today  that  we  shall  not. 

If  future  generations  are  to  rejoice  in  their 
memory  of  our  generation,  our  great  work 
must  be  that  great  word  on  the  banners  in 
this  hall — we  must  work  together  all  the 
way  for  "unity"  of  the  American  people 
and  the  American  Nation;  all  the  way  this 
year  and  every  year,  because  unity  is  our 
challenge. 

This  year,  and  every  year,  the  prosperity 
of  the  many  must  not  be  sacrificed  to  the 
partisanship  of  the  few.  This  year,  and 
every  year,  the  progress  of  all  the  people 
must  not  be  victimized  by  the  prejudices  of 
any  of  the  people. 

These  are  first  and  basic  works  of  unity. 
What  we  enjoy  today,  in  our  land  and  in 
our  lives,  we  are  able  to  enjoy  because  we  in 
America  and  the  world  are  at  peace.  I  love 
peace,  and  I  know  you  do,  too.    And  I  don't 
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intend  that  it  shall  be  lost — for  your  children 
or  for  mine. 

I  know  the  strength  of  this  Nation.  I 
know  that  we  can  live  as  we  live  now — ^pros- 
perous, progressive,  and  unafraid — so  long 
as  we  live  together  united,  forward-looking, 
and  undivided. 

There  is  far  too  much  work  for  Ameri- 
cans to  do  together  in  the  future  for  Ameri- 
cans to  divide  today  over  the  past.  Too 
many  Americans  who  want  jobs  still  cannot 
find  jobs.  Too  many  of  our  families  are 
too  poor.  Too  many  of  our  young  people 
must  end  their  educations  too  soon.  Too 
many  of  our  older  couples  must  dip  too 
deeply  into  their  lifesavings  to  pay  their 
hospital  bills.  And  that  is  why  we  are 
working  so  hard,  so  long,  to  try  to  pass 
medical  care  under  social  security  in  this 
session. 

And  I  say  to  you  now,  and  I  say  to  all 
Americans  everywhere,  if  you  believe  in 
medical  care  for  the  aged  under  social  se- 
curity, now  is  the  time  to  stand  up  and  be 
counted. 

Yes,  we  have  much  work  to  do  in  Amer- 
ica— in  our  cities,  in  our  countrysides,  and 
in  our  classrooms.  We  are  working  less 
hours  per  day,  less  days  per  week,  so  we 
have  more  time  to  enjoy  some  of  the  fruits 
of  American  life,  and  some  of  the  recreation 
that  should  be  available  to  every  American 
family.  And  improving  our  cities  and  our 
classrooms  and  our  countryside  is  the  work 
that  I  want  you  to  join  us  in  helping  do,  so 
that  these  years  ahead  of  us  will  be  worthy 
to  be  remembered  as  the  proudest  years  in 
American  history. 

There  is  no  problem  at  home,  and  there 
is  no  provocation  in  the  world,  from  which 
we  need  to  turn  away.  With  patience  and 
with  perseverance,  with  faith  in  our  arms 
and  strength  in  our  hands,  and  peace  in  our 


hearts,  we  can  be  the  masters  of  our  destiny 
and  the  captains  of  our  fate. 

I  believe  that  you  want  your  leadership 
and  your  Government,  and  your  country,  to 
extend  their  hand,  but  keep  their  guard  up. 

I  believe,  and  I  think  that  you  believe,  in 
a  test  ban  treaty  that  will  save  us  from  con- 
taminating the  milk  of  our  children. 

I  believe,  and  I  think  you  believe,  in  a 
policy  of  the  good  neighbor  that  will  help 
those  who  want  freedom  help  themselves. 

I  believe,  and  I  think  you  believe,  that  one 
of  the  proudest  moments  of  our  national  his- 
tory was  when  we  wrote  a  social  security  bill 
on  the  law  books  of  this  Nation.  And  I 
think  that  you  think  the  social  security  law 
ought  to  be  strengthened  and  not  weakened. 

I  believe,  and  I  think  you  believe,  that 
there  ought  to  be  a  job  for  every  man  willing 
to  work. 

And  there  ought  to  be  a  classroom  and  a 
teacher  for  every  child  to  get  all  the  educa- 
tion they  are  capable  of  taking. 

I  believe,  and  I  know  you  believe,  because 
it  is  your  sweat  and  your  toil  that  has  helped 
to  prepare  this  Nation — I  believe  that  we 
must  always  be  prepared  to  defend  ourselves 
from  any  attack,  but  also  always  be  prepared 
to  reason  out  our  problems  with  the  nations 
of  the  world. 

At  this  time  in  our  Nation's  life  as  we 
decide  our  course  for  the  years  to  come — and 
this  is  the  year  of  decision  for  you — ^let  us  all 
live  by  the  precept  of  that  great  American, 
Thomas  Jefferson,  who  said,  "The  care  of 
human  life  and  happiness,  and  not  their  de- 
struction, is  the  first  and  the  only  legitimate 
object  of  good  government." 

And  for  however  long  I  may  be  permitted 
to  lead  you  and  to  serve  you,  the  care  of 
human  life  and  happiness  will  enjoy  the 
highest  priority,  because  I  think,  as  you 
think,  as  Jefferson  thought,  it  is  the  first  and 
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the  only  legitimate  object  of  good  govern- 
ment. 
Thank  you. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  10:40  a.m.  at  the 
Deauville  Hotel  in  Miami  Beach,  Fla.  In  his  open- 
ing words  he  referred  to  Al  J.  Hayes,  president, 


International  Association  of  Machinists,  Elmer  E. 
Walker,  general  secretary-treasurer  of  the  Associa- 
tion, Farris  Bryant,  Governor  of  Florida,  Haydon 
Burns,  mayor  of  Jacksonville,  Fla.,  Claude  Pepper 
and  Dante  B.  Fascell,  U.S.  Representatives  from 
Florida,  and  the  Reverend  A.  Gene  Parks  of  the 
Miami  Beach  Methodist  Church. 


572    Remarks  After  Inspecting  Space  Facilities  at 
Cape  Kennedy.    September  15,  1964 


Mr.  Webb,  ladies  and  gentlemen: 

Thank  you  very  much  for  giving  me  this 
great  privilege  to  come  here  and  observe 
the  results  of  your  labors.  I  have  had  a  deep 
interest  in  this  program  for  many  years.  I 
always  get  optimistic  and  ambitious  and  ex- 
cited when  I  am  permitted  to  come  here  and 
see  the  progress  that  you  have  made.  I  feel, 
as  I  know  you  feel,  that  I  want  only  the 
best  in  the  world  for  our  great  Nation  and 
for  our  people. 

I  recognize,  as  I  know  you  recognize,  that 
we  cannot  be  the  leader  of  the  world  and  the 
follower  in  space.  For  that  reason,  the  tax- 
payers of  our  country  are  making  great  sac- 
rifices in  order  that  we  can  get  on  with  the 
job,  get  ahead  with  our  research,  and  come 
up  with  the  answers. 

I  am  so  proud  of  the  team  that  Mr.  Webb 
has  assembled.  I  am  so  grateful  to  each  of 
you  who  make  your  own  individual  con- 
tribution to  that  team. 

I  came  down  here  today  with  one  of  our 
great  young  Americans.     I  awarded  him 


the  Harmon  Trophy  yesterday  in  the  Rose 
Garden  at  the  White  House — Major  Cooper. 
He  told  me  of  some  of  the  progress  that  you 
were  making  together  as  we  flew  down  from 
Washington  this  morning  on  the  plane.  It 
gave  me  great  pride  to  hear  what  he  said, 
and  it  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  see  what 
you  have  done. 

I  want  to  commend  each  of  you.  I  envy 
you.  You  are  playing  a  part  in  history  that 
your  children  and  your  grandchildren  will 
be  very  proud  to  point  to.  I  trust  when  all 
is  said  and  done,  that  America  will  not  only 
be  the  home  of  the  free  and  the  land  of  the 
brave,  but  will  be  the  nation  that  is  first  in 
space,  due  primarily  to  what  you  people  are 
doing  here. 

Thank  you  so  much  for  the  good  work 
you  are  doing. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  1:45  p.m.  in  front  of 
the  Spacecraft  Checkout  FaciUty  at  Cape  Kennedy, 
Fla.  His  opening  words  referred  to  James  E.  Webb, 
Administrator,  National  Aeronautics  and  Space  Ad- 
ministration. 


573    Remarks  Upon  Arriving  at  Malmstrom  Air  Force  Base, 
Great  Falls,  Montana.    September  i6,  1964 


Mayor  Erdmann  and  my  Montana  friend: 
This  is  a  bountiful  and  spacious  State. 
But  you  have  known  the  ravages  as  well  as 
the  rewards  of  nature.  On  June  9th  I  de- 
clared a  "major  disaster"  caused  by  floods 


in  northwestern  Montana  and  allocated  $2 
million  for  disaster  relief.  Today  I  have 
approved  another  $4!/^  million  to  finish  the 
job  of  reconstruction  and  rebuilding  this 
great  State. 
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We  are  now  on  our  way  to  Canada  to  pro- 
claim a  treaty  which  will  make  possible  the 
construction  of  the  Libby  Dam — bringing 
jobs  and  power  and  recreation  to  your  State. 
Neither  the  treaty  nor  dam  would  be  a 
reality  if  it  were  not  for  the  work  of  your 
representatives  of  both  parties  in  the  Con- 
gress. I  want  to  congratulate  the  people  of 
this  great  section  of  the  United  States  for 
the  quality  of  the  public  servants  they  select. 

I  am  happy  to  have  been  honored  at  the 
steps,  when  I  descended  from  the  plane,  by 
many  of  your  great  Governors  who  will  be 
introduced  a  little  later.  I  came  out  with 
some  of  the  leaders  of  your  Nation  in  the 
plane — your  own  beloved  Senators  Mike 
Mansfield  and  Lee  Metcalf. 

I  have  come  here  today  to  make  a  report. 
This  has  been  the  greatest  conservation  Con- 
gress in  the  history  of  the  United  States. 
This  has  not  been  a  partisan  or  a  sectional 
work.  It  has  been  the  achievement  of  far- 
sighted  men  of  every  party  and  of  every  sec- 
tion, and  your  children  will  thank  you  for 
making  that  investment  in  their  future. 

Your  State  was  once  a  remote  and  distant 
place.  Today  it  is  only  hours  away  from 
Washington.  We  had  breakfast  in  your 
Nation's  Capital.  We  will  lunch  in  our 
neighboring  country  of  Canada. 

The  resources  of  Montana  underlie  the 
strength  of  America.  The  military  might  of 
Montana  is  a  bulwark  of  the  defense  of 
freedom,  and  we  must  never  forget  that  it  is 
only  minutes  away  from  the  missiles  of  our 


adversaries.  Montana,  thus,  today  is  a  vital 
link  in  a  united  country  in  a  very  shrinking 
world. 

Everything  we  hope  for,  the  greatness  of 
America,  the  hope  for  peace,  depends  upon 
common  partnership  in  common  purpose. 

When  Captain  Lewis  first  saw  the  Great 
Falls  of  Montana,  he  reported  that  in  a  few 
days  he  was  attacked  by  a  grizzly  bear,  a 
mountain  lion,  three  buffalo  bulls,  and  he 
woke  up  the  next  morning  staring  at  a 
ratdesnake. 

Those  were  truly  impressive  dangers,  but 
today  the  people  of  Montana  and  the  people 
of  the  world  face  far  more  towering  threats. 
You  live  in  the  midst  of  the  power  that  could 
destroy  the  entire  world. 

So  let  us  work  together  so  the  day  need 
never  come  when  your  peaceful  soil  must 
send  forth  instruments  of  destruction  and 
death  to  the  millions  of  human  beings. 

I  know  that  this  peace  is  your  dearest 
wish.  We  will  always  keep  our  hand  out 
and  our  guard  up.  As  long  as  I  am  privi- 
leged to  be  a  part  of  the  leadership  of  this 
country,  I  want  you  to  know  that  peace 
will  be  my  fixed  star.  It  will  be  my  first 
objective,  as  it  is  your  first  goal. 

Thank  you  for  this  warm  welcome  on  this 
wonderful  day  under  this  great  sky.  May 
God  bless  each  of  you. 

note:  The  President  spoke  in  midmorning  at  Malm- 
strom  Air  Force  Base,  Great  Falls,  Mont.  His 
opening  words  referred  to  Mayor  Marion  S. 
Erdmann  of  Great  Falls. 


574    Remarks  of  Welcome  at  Malmstrom  Air  Force  Base  to 
Prime  Minister  Pearson  of  Canada.    September  i6,  1964 


Ladies  and  gentlemen,  distinguished  Mem- 
bers of  the  Congress,  distinguished  Gov- 
ernors: 


Welcome  to  the  United  States,  Mr.  Prime 
Minister.  And  welcome  to  Montana  whose 
majesty  and  western  warmth  should  remind 
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you  of  your  own  great  country. 

In  1963,  Mr.  Prime  Minister,  you  said  of 
Canada:  "We  are  so  friendly  that  we  feel 
we  can  criticize  the  United  States  like  a 
Texan  does — and  in  the  same  idiom."  This 
Texan  hopes  that  you  still  feel  that  freedom, 
for  we  welcome  the  comments  and  the  coun- 
sel which  spring,  as  yours  do,  from  friend- 
ship and  understanding.  Although  I  doubt 
that  even  with  your  grasp  of  languages  you 
will  be  able  to  match  the  Texas  idiom. 

Twenty-one  years  ago  President  Franklin 
D.  Roosevelt  and  Prime  Minister  Macken- 
zie King  met  in  Hyde  Park.  They  agreed 
to  work  together  to  defend  this  hemisphere 
and  to  defend  democracy  everywhere. 

From  that  day  to  this  we  have  followed 
the  same  path  of  partnership.  Free  peoples 
everywhere  are  more  secure  because  of  our 
cooperation  in  NORAD,  in  NATO,  and  in 
the  United  Nations. 

The  freedom  and  richness  of  our  lands, 
the  hopes  of  the  people  it  serves,  depend 
upon  the  peace  of  the  world  that  we  live  in. 
It  is  a  symbol  of  our  time  that  beneath  the 
magnificence  of  this  Montana  stand  weap- 
ons that  are  powerful  enough  to  devastate 
much  of  a  continent. 

Those  of  us  who  seek  peace  know  that 
only  wisdom  and  patience,  and  the  forti- 
tude of  long  effort,  can  bring  us  near  to  that 
goal.    But  we  will  always  pursue  that  goal. 

You,  Mr.  Prime  Minister,  are  a  symbol 
of  that  effort.  You  have  never  wavered  in 
the  defense  of  freedom.  But  you  also  have 
given  much  of  your  life  so  that  free  men 
might  live  in  peace. 

You  have  done  much  for  your  people. 
You  have  carried  the  influence  of  Canada  to 
the  highest  councils  and  to  the  most  hazard- 
ous crises  of  the  world. 

But  we  greet  you  not  only  as  a  great 
Canadian  today.   We  welcome  you  as  a  man 


whose  home  is  found  wherever  man  seeks 
fulfillment  amid  the  peace  that  you,  Mr. 
Prime  Minister,  have  labored  so  long  and  so 
hard  to  build. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  10:40  a.m.  at  Malm- 
strom  Air  Force  Base,  Great  Falls,  Mont.  Prime 
Minister  Lester  B.  Pearson  responded  as  follows: 

Mr.  President,  distinguished  Governors,  distinguished 
Members  of  Congress,  Members  of  Parliament,  ladies 
and  gentlemen: 

It  gives  me  a  very  great  pleasure  to  be  on  Ameri- 
can soil  once  more  and  to  receive  such  a  kind  and 
generous  virelcome  from  you,  Mr.  President,  and  from 
your  distinguished  colleagues. 

This  is  a  very  brief  visit,  but  it  gives  me  time 
and  opportunity  to  bring  to  you  the  w^arm  good 
vi^ishes  of  the  Canadian  people  tov^^ard  their  Ameri- 
can friends.  You  know^,  I  feel  like  a  neighbor 
dropping  in  to  make  a  friendly  visit.  Indeed,  that 
is  vs^hat  I  am  doing,  because  I  just  dropped  in  to 
pick  up  the  President  and  take  him  back  to  Canada. 

This  is  the  kind  of  relationship  vv^hich  exists  be- 
tween our  two  peoples.  It  is  close,  it  is  informal, 
it  is  important,  and  it  is  neighborly.  Like  leaning 
over  a  back  fence  to  talk  to  your  neighbor,  but 
a  back  fence  which  neither  neighbor  wishes  to 
pull  down  and  which  both  are  anxious  to  keep  in 
good  repair.  Of  course,  there  are  differences  of 
opinion  and,  at  times,  frustrations  between  even  the 
best  of  neighbors,  and  we  have  them  between  our 
two  countries,  but  they  do  not  prevent  a  warm 
underlying  friendship  and  understanding. 

Mr.  President,  you  and  I  will  be  setting  forth 
today  on  a  fascinating  and  historic  journey  to  ex- 
plore from  the  air — ^I  hope  we  will  be  able  to  see 
it — the  mighty  Columbia  River  and  the  region  of 
a  great  cooperative  development,  a  development 
which  agreement  between  our  two  governments 
made  possible. 

To  me  the  Columbia  River  project  is  the  kind  of 
enterprise  which  best  demonstrates  the  partnership 
between  the  United  States  and  Canada.  This  is  what 
our  two  countries  are  uniquely  fitted  to  do,  to  join 
together  in  the  constructive  development  of  our 
continent's  resources  for  the  benefit  of  present  and 
future  generations,  in  a  world  in  which  I  hope  we 
will  be  at  peace. 

The  Columbia  River  Treaty  is  not  only  an 
achievement  in  itself,  but  an  earnest  for  the  future. 
We  must  follow  it  up  with  other  fruitful  joint  en- 
deavors which  will  give  substance  to  our  friendship 
which  I  am  so  proud  to  acknowledge  this  morning, 
and  meaning  to  our  good  neighborhood,  of  which 
this  happy  meeting  is  a  witness. 

Thank  you. 
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575    The  President's  Response  to  Remarks  of  Welcome  by 
Prime  Minister  Pearson  at  Vancouver  International 
Airport,  British  Columbia.    September  16,  1964 


Mr.  Prime  Minister,  Premier  Bennett,  Hon- 
orable Ministers  and  Members  of  Parliament, 
citizens  of  British  Columbia,  my  fellow  west- 
erners, ladies  and  gentlemen: 

If  you  would  indulge  me  just  a  moment, 
I  should  like  to  introduce  to  our  Canadian 
friends  the  distinguished  Americans  who 
have  come  with  me  today  to  participate  in 
this  most  enjoyable  occasion,  and  to  com- 
memorate this  day. 

First  of  all,  I  should  like  to  ask  the  dis- 
tinguished chairman  of  our  Foreign  Rela- 
tions Committee  of  the  United  States  Sen- 
ate, Senator  J.  William  Fulbright,  to  stand, 
and  his  wise  and  beloved  colleague.  Senator 
George  Aiken,  a  great  friend  of  Canada. 

From  our  neighboring  State  of  Montana, 
we  have  the  great  Majority  Leader  of  the 
United  States  Senate,  Mike  Mansfield;  his 
colleague,  our  friend  Senator  Lee  Metcalf; 
and  Governor  Babcock. 

From  Oregon  we  have  Senator  Morse;  the 
distinguished  member  of  the  Foreign  Rela- 
tions Committee,  Senator  Neuberger;  the 
fine  young  Governor  of  Florida — of  Oregon, 
Governor  Hatfield. 

Governor,  I  hope  you  will  pardon  me,  be- 
cause I  was  in  Florida  yesterday,  and  I  am 
going  to  be  in  Oregon  tomorrow. 

From  the  State  of  Washington,  we  have 
Senator  Warren  Magnuson,  Senator  Henry 
Jackson,  and  Governor  Rosellini. 

It  is  on  rare  occasions  that  we  have  a 
quorum  of  the  Senate  here  in  the  middle  of 
the  afternoon! 

From  the  great  State  of  Nevada,  we  have 
Senator  Alan  Bible,  Senator  Howard  Can- 
non, and  Governor  Grant  Sawyer. 

And  my  own  distinguished  Secretary  of 


the  Interior,  Mr.  Stewart  Udall. 

Mr.  Prime  Minister,  Mr.  Premier,  I  want 
to  thank  you  for  your  generous  welcome. 
This  trip  to  Vancouver  is  the  first  that  I 
have  taken  outside  of  my  own  country  since 
I  became  President  last  November. 

I  think  I  will  be  guided  by  an  old  Chinese 
proverb:  "When  you  enter  a  country,  in- 
quire as  to  what  is  forbidden;  when  you 
cross  a  boundary,  ask  about  the  customs." 
Well,  I  have  made  careful  inquiries  and  I 
will  eat  the  salmon  and  praise  the  B.C. 
Lions. 

It  is  appropriate  that  this  first  trip  should 
be  to  Canada.  Our  ties  are  old  and  they 
are  strong.  We  are  at  once  neighbors  and 
friends,  and  partners  and  allies,  and  I  am 
very  glad  my  first  stop  is  Vancouver. 

Here  is  that  spirit  of  adventure  and  ex- 
citement— of  building  a  nation — which  is 
part  of  the  West  which  is  my  home  also. 
I  won't  say  that  Vancouver  reminds  me  of 
Texas.  I  will  say,  though,  when  I  go  home, 
that  Texas  reminds  me  of  Vancouver. 

Your  Prime  Minister  has  said  that  "the 
great  purpose  of  international  statesmanship 
today  must  be  to  .  .  .  make  possible  a  better 
life  for  all."  Well,  that  is  the  purpose  of 
this  visit. 

The  treaty  we  proclaim  will  lay  a  new 
foundation  of  prosperity  for  Canadians  and 
Americans,  for  your  West  and  for  ours. 

We  have  achieved  this  partnership  be- 
cause we  respect  our  differences.  This  con- 
tinent is  a  richer  and  freer  place  for  that 
respect. 

At  the  same  time,  we  owe  much  to  each 
other.  We  can  never  forget  that  the  rich  soil 
of  American  freedom  has  been  washed  with 
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Canadian  blood,  shed  in  a  common  effort 
against  foreign  enemies. 

Nor  can  we  forget  that  you  have  an  hon- 
est interest  in  our  affairs.  We  will  always 
stand  with  you  in  the  defense  of  freedom. 
But  I  also  tell  you  that  in  the  years  to  come 
my  country  will  spare  no  effort  to  achieve 
a  lasting  peace  for  all  of  us. 

I  hope  to  learn  more  about  your  country. 
I  hope  to  encourage  my  people  to  discover 
more  of  the  richness  of  your  culture,  the 
values  of  your  people,  and  the  promise  of 
your  destiny. 

But  this  much  we  already  know: 

No  nation  in  the  world  has  had  greater 
fortune  than  mine  in  sharing  a  continent 
with  the  people  and  the  nation  of  Canada. 

And  now,  in  the  midst  of  a  great  drought 
in  Texas,  we  welcome  this  great  rain  here. 

note:  Prime  Minister  Pearson's  remarks  of  welcome 

follow: 

"Mr.  President,  Mr.  Premier,  distinguished  guests 

from  the  United  States,  and  friends: 

"It  is  a  very  great  pleasure,  Mr.  President,  to 
welcome  you  to  Canadian  soil,  as  I  have  been  wel- 
coming you  to  Canadian  air  space,  and  especially 
happy  because  this  is  the  occasion  of  the  ratification 
of  a  treaty  which  will  benefit  both  our  countries 
and  which  is  the  result  of  friendly  cooperation  be- 
tween them. 


"It  is,  I  think,  appropriate  that  your  first  visit, 
as  President,  outside  the  United  States  should  be  to 
Canada,  your  nearest  neighbor,  your  closest  friend, 
and  naturally,  therefore,  your  most  candid  and 
constructive  critic. 

"It  is  the  accepted  convention  that  the  first  offi- 
cial visit  of  the  head  of  a  State  or  the  head  of  a 
Government  to  another  country  should  be  to  the 
capital  of  that  country,  but  you,  Mr.  President,  are 
a  Texan  and,  as  such,  not  bound  by  conventions — 
at  least  that  kind  of  convention. 

"So  your  first  visit  to  Canada,  and  your  first 
visit  as  President  outside  the  United  States,  is  to 
British  Columbia,  to  Vancouver,  where  you  are 
being  greeted  today  by  Premier  Bennett  and  other 
distinguished  citizens  of  this  Province. 

"It  is  fitting,  I  believe,  that  this  should  be  the 
case,  and  it  is  a  recognition  of  the  surge  of  Cana- 
dian development  west  and  north,  and  of  our  inter- 
est and  our  destiny  across  the  Pacific.  In  no  part 
of  Canada  could  your  welcome  be  more  sincere  than 
in  this  great  Province. 

"But  I  assure  you,  Mr.  President,  that  had  you 
landed  at  our  most  eastern  airport  in  Newfound- 
land, 5,000  or  more  miles  away,  or  at  any  place 
between,  our  welcome  to  you  would  have  been 
equally  warm  both  for  yourself  and  as  President  of 
the  United  States  of  America,  the  nation  which  bears 
today  so  much  of  the  burden  of  insuring  peace  and 
promoting  freedom  in  the  world,  the  nation  which 
has  led  the  free  world  through  these  troubled  postwar 
years,  the  nation  that  is  our  good  friend  and  our  good 
neighbor." 

The  President  spoke  at  i  p.m.  In  his  opening 
words  he  referred  to  Prime  Minister  Lester  B. 
Pearson  and  to  Premier  William  A.  C.  Bennett  of 
British  Columbia. 


576    Remarks  With  Prime  Minister  Pearson  Upon  Proclaiming 
the  Columbia  River  Treaty.    September  16,  1964 


THE  PRESIDENT.  I  proclaim  this  treaty. 
From  this  day  forth  let  it  be  observed 
in  good  faith  by  the  Government  and  by 
the  people  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

PRIME  MINISTER  PEARSON.  Mr.  President, 
Premier  Bennett,  Governor  Rosellini,  dis- 
tinguished guests,  ladies  and  gendemen: 

It  is  raining,  and  I  was  going  to  make  a 
speech,  but  I  think  the  best  thing  I  can 
do  is  to  cut  my  speech  short  and  let  you  get 
in  out  of  the  rain. 


But  before  I  do  that,  may  I  say  how  hon- 
ored and  privileged  I  am  to  be  here,  to  par- 
ticipate in  this  impressive  and  moving  cere- 
mony with  the  President  of  the  United  States 
of  America. 

I  think  the  signing  of  this  treaty  is  an  im- 
portant accomplishment,  not  only  because  it 
will  be  of  great  material  benefit  to  our  two 
countries  and  our  two  peoples  in  the  de- 
velopment of  the  resources  of  this  conti- 
nent, but  because  it  is  another  illustration 
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of  friendship  and  good  neighborhood,  and 
the  way  two  countries  can  and  should  work 
together. 

Mr.  President,  we  are  grateful  to  you  for 
coming  to  this  border  to  make  this  possible. 
We  are  grateful  to  you  for  bringing  with 
you  distinguished  Members  of  Congress  and 
important  men  in  the  political  life  of  your 
country.  We  want  you  to  know  that  you 
have  been  very  welcome  to  Canada  on  this 
first  visit  to  our  country.  We  would  Hke 
you  to  come  back. 

If  you  come  back  you  will  see,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, that  this  treaty  has  indeed  been  a  con- 
structive one  and  that  it  is  going  to  work  to 
the  benefit  of  both  of  our  countries.  For 
that  we  owe  a  debt  of  gratitude  not  only 
to  the  negotiators  but  to  the  Premier  of  this 
Province  who  worked  with  them  to  bring 
about  this  great  day  in  the  development  of 
this  part  of  North  America  and  a  great  day 
in  international  cooperation  between  our  two 
countries. 

Thank  you  very  much. 

THE  PRESIDENT.  Mr.  Premier,  Mr.  Prime 
Minister,  distinguished  guests  on  the  plat- 
form, ladies  and  gentlemen: 

There  are  many  reasons  why  my  first  trip 
abroad  as  President  should  be  to  Canada. 
In  1839  J.  Pinckney  Henderson,  the  Repre- 
sentative of  the  Republic  of  Texas  to  France 
and  to  England  wrote  that  Great  Britain 
might  delay  its  recognition  of  the  new  re- 
public for  fear  of  the  impact  in  Canada. 
But  Canada  remained  loyal.  Great  Britain 
recognized  Texas,  and  that  recognition 
helped  open  the  door  to  American  union  for 
Texas. 

Had  that  not  happened,  Mr.  Prime  Min- 
ister, had  Texas  stayed  independent,  classi- 
cal diplomacy  suggests  that  we  might  very 
well  today  be  concluding  a  treaty  of  mutual 
defense  against  the  American  influence.  As 
a  Texan,  I  can  sympathize  with  the  prob- 


lems of  living  beside  a  wealthy  and  power- 
ful and  pervasive  neighbor.  That  is  just 
how  the  rest  of  the  United  States  feels  about 
Texas. 

More  than  3  years  ago  President  Kennedy 
came  to  Canada.  He  told  your  Parliament 
his  trip  was  "an  act  of  faith."  He  said  it  was 
faith  in  our  capacity  to  meet  common  prob- 
lems, and  in  our  common  cause  of  freedom. 

Well,  my  trip  today  is  a  fulfillment  and  a 
renewal  of  that  act  of  faith.  It  is  both  a 
resolution  of  a  common  problem,  and  a 
strengthening  of  freedom's  cause. 

Lord  Durham,  in  the  famous  report  that 
laid  the  foundation  for  modern  Canada, 
spoke  of  the  possibility  of  establishing  "part- 
ners in  a  new  industry,  the  creation  of  happy 
human  beings." 

That  partnership  is  the  purpose  of  this 
treaty  that  we  have  signed  today. 

It  will  supply  new  electric  power  to  mil- 
lions of  my  countrymen.  It  will  supply 
revenues  to  Canada,  although  I  was  some- 
what shocked  when  I  heard  you  read  that 
cable  about  receiving  $253,999,884,  and  then 
to  show  you  what  the  Canadians  really  went 
for,  they  went  for  that  last  25  cents. 

It  joins  common  purpose  to  common  in- 
terest in  pursuit  of  the  welfare  of  the  free 
people  who  share  our  continent. 

My  country  is  grateful  for  the  spacious 
spirit  with  which  this  generous  design  was 
conceived  and  with  the  way  it  was  carried 
out,  even  down  to  the  last  quarter.  It  is 
another  landmark  in  the  history  of  one  of 
the  oldest  and  one  of  the  most  successful 
associations  of  sovereign  governments  any- 
where in  the  world. 

What  is  the  secret  of  this  success?  It 
begins  with  a  truth:  The  only  justifiable 
object  of  government  is  the  welfare  of  indi- 
vidual men  and  women.  It  is  a  simple  truth. 
But  had  others  shared  it  with  us,  the  world 
would  have  been  spared  many  dark  years. 
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With  this  as  the  animating  design,  our 
partnership  has  been  built  on  four  pillars. 
And  the  success  of  that  structure  might  well 
serve  as  a  model  to  the  world. 

The  first  pillar  is  peace. 

The  second  pillar  is  freedom. 

The  third  pillar  is  respect.  One  of  my 
predecessors,  Woodrow  Wilson,  said  "You 
cannot  be  friends  upon  any  other  basis  than 
upon  terms  of  equality." 

We  maintain  with  each  other  the  relation- 
ship that  we  seek  for  all  the  world:  coopera- 
tion amid  diversity. 

Pericles  said  of  a  state  that  was  much 
smaller  than  yours,  "We  have  forced  every 
sea  and  land  to  be  the  highway  of  our 
daring." 

In  the  founding  of  the  United  Nations,  in 
the  Middle  East,  in  the  Congo,  in  southeast 
Asia,  the  world  has  responded  to  Canadian 
daring.  You  have  followed  not  the  high- 
way of  empire  which  helped  destroy  Athens, 
but  you  have  followed  the  more  difficult 
path  to  peace  which  can  save  the  world. 

And  you  have  been  a  principal  architect, 
Mr.  Prime  Minister,  of  that  profound 
achievement. 

The  fourth  pillar  is  cooperation.  This 
agreement  is  the  latest  in  an  impressive  list. 
We  have  disarmed  our  border;  we  have 
shared  the  costs  of  defense;  we  have  divided 
power  at  Niagara;  we  have  built  the  St. 
Lawrence  Seaway;  we  have  resolved  scores  of 
other  problems. 

Difficulties  that  divide  others  have  united 
us.  The  reason  is  plain.  We  share  interest 
and  we  share  purpose.  We  come  to  the 
council  table  advised  by  reason,  aware  of 
each  other's  problems,  anxious  to  find  final 
agreement.  You  told  us,  Mr.  Prime  Min- 
ister, "As  good  neighbors  we  must  be  able 
to   sit  down  and  discuss  problems  realiz- 


ing that  solutions  will  not  be  found  without 
hard  work  and  without  give-and-take  on 
both  sides." 

We  both  have  problems  we  must  solve 
within  our  borders.  My  country  has  a  war 
to  win  on  poverty.  We  must  find  justice 
for  men  of  all  races.  We  must  crush  the 
forces  of  division  which  gnaw  at  the  fabric 
of  our  union. 

You  have  your  own  difficulties.  We 
watch,  with  friendly  confidence  in  your  ca- 
pacity to  merge  differences  in  the  grand 
dream  of  Canadian  design. 

But  there  is  also  much,  Mr.  Prime  Min- 
ister, which  we  share. 

In  the  world  we  seek  peace,  and  mounting 
fulfillment  for  man.  Here  we  work  to- 
gether, from  ocean  to  ocean,  in  resources 
and  science,  to  enrich  the  life  of  our  two 
peoples  to  elevate  the  quality  of  our  two 
societies. 

FrankUn  D.  Roosevelt  once  said,  "Democ- 
racy is  the  form  of  government  which  guar- 
antees to  every  generation  of  men  the  right 
to  imagine  and  to  attempt  to  bring  to  pass  a 
better  world." 

That  has  been  the  story  of  your  life,  Mr. 
Prime  Minister.  It  is  also  the  strength  of 
our  two  countries. 

And  I  believe  that  future  generations  will 
have  cause  for  gratitude  that  two  great 
democracies — Canada  and  the  United 
States — shared  the  most  generous  continent 
which  God  has  ever  granted  to  man. 

Thank  you. 

note:  The  ceremony  was  held  at  the  International 
Peace  Arch,  Blaine,  Wash.,  on  the  United  States- 
Canadian  border.  During  his  remarks  the  Presi- 
dent referred  to  WiUiam  A.  C.  Bennett,  Premier 
of  British  Columbia. 

On  the  same  day  the  President  issued  Executive 
Order  11 177  "Providing  for  certain  arrangements 
under  the  Columbia  River  Treaty"  (29  F.R.  13097; 
3  CFR,  1964  Supp.). 
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577    Remarks  in  Seattle  on  the  Control  of  Nuclear  Weapons. 


September  16,  1964 

THANK  YOU,  Senator  Jackson. 

My  friend  Governor  Rosellini,  my  old 
friend  and  your  great  Senator,  Warren  Mag- 
nuson;  Senator  Aiken,  one  of  the  best  Re- 
publicans I  know,  and  he  proved  tonight 
he  has  good  judgment  v^hen  he  told  you  that 
he  didn't  dare  come  out  here  and  run  in 
Washington.  We  always  want  Senator 
Aiken  to  remain  in  the  Senate.  We  want 
him  there  from  the  Northeast — and  not  the 
Northwest. 


Mayor  Braman,  Mr.  Turner,  my  friends,  my 
fellow  westerners: 

Let  me  begin  tonight  by  thanking  my 
very  gracious  hosts  for  their  very  warm  and 
friendly  welcome.  I  want  to  especially  say 
thank  you  to  the  three  great  institutions  of 
learning,  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  and 
the  other  fine  organizations  that  have  joined 
you  here  tonight  in  this  meeting. 

I  want  to  pay  my  respects  to  the  distin- 
guished leaders  in  our  public  life  who  have 
come  here  with  us  this  evening:  the  dis- 
tinguished chairman  of  the  Senate  Foreign 
Relations  Committee,  Senator  Fulbright; 
the  distinguished  Majority  Leader  from 
Montana,  Senator  Mansfield;  the  two  great 
Senators  from  Oregon,  Senators  Morse  and 
Neuberger;  the  two  distinguished  Senators 
from  Nevada,  Senator  Bible  and  Senator 
Cannon;  from  California,  Senator  Salinger; 
and  the  great  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  Sec- 
retary Udall. 

Tonight  I  want  to  talk  to  you  about  one 
of  the  most  solemn  responsibilities  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  and  that  is 
the  duty  to  direct  and  control  the  nuclear 
power  of  the  United  States. 

Nineteen  years  ago  President  Truman  an- 
nounced  "the  force  from  which  the  sun 


draws  its  power  has  been  loosed."  In  a 
single,  fiery  flash  the  world  as  we  had 
known  it  was  forever  changed.  Into  our 
hands  had  come  much  of  the  responsibility 
for  the  life  of  freedom,  for  the  life  of  our 
civilization,  and  for  the  life  of  man  on  this 
planet. 

And  the  realities  of  atomic  power  placed 
much  of  that  burden  in  the  hands  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States. 

Let  no  one  think  atomic  weapons  are  sim- 
ply bigger  and  more  destructive  than  other 
weapons;  that  they  are  just  another  develop- 
ment Uke  the  airplane  or  the  tank.  The 
total  number  of  Americans  killed  in  battle 
from  the  Revolution  until  tonight  is  a  litde 
over  526,000  people.  Today  a  single  nu- 
clear weapon  can  kill  more  than  526,000. 

Our  experts  tell  us  as  of  today  that  a  full- 
scale  nuclear  exchange  between  the  East 
and  the  West  would  kill  almost  300  million 
people  around  the  world,  and  in  the  midst 
of  that  terror  and  tragedy  we  could  expect 
that  weapon  after  weapon  would  soon  en- 
gulf a  portion  of  mankind.  A  cloud  of 
deadly  radiation  would  drift  and  destroy, 
menacing  every  living  thing  on  God's  earth, 
and  in  those  unimaginable  hours  unborn 
generations  would  forever  be  lamed. 

Now,  in  the  face  of  these  facts,  every 
American  President  has  drawn  the  same 
conclusion: 

President  Harry  Truman  said:  "Such  a 
war  is  not  a  possible  policy  for  rational 
man." 

President  Eisenhower  said:  "In  a  nuclear 
war,  there  can  be  no  victory — only  losers." 

President  Kennedy  said:  "Total  war 
makes  no  sense.  .  .  ." 

And  I  say  that  we  must  learn  to  live  with 
each  other  or  we  will  destroy  each  other. 
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Many  forces  have  converged  to  make  the 
modern  v^orld.  Atomic  pov^^er  is  very  high 
among  those  forces,  but  w^hat  has  the  atomic 
age  meant  for  those  of  us  who  have  come 
here  to  this  dinner  tonight? 

It  means,  I  think,  that  w^e  have  a  unique 
responsibiUty,  unique  in  history,  for  the 
defense  of  freedom.  Our  nuclear  power 
alone  has  deterred  Soviet  aggression.  Under 
the  shadow  of  our  strength,  our  friends  have 
kept  their  freedom  and  have  built  their 
nations. 

It  means  that  we  can  no  longer  wait  for 
the  tides  of  conflict  to  touch  our  shores. 

It  means  that  great  powers  can  never 
again  delude  themselves  into  thinking  that 
war  will  be  painless  or  that  victory  will  be 
easy.  Thus,  atomic  power  creates  urgent 
pressure  for  peaceful  settlements,  and  for 
the  strengthening  of  the  United  Nations. 

It  means  a  change  must  come  in  the  life 
of  nations.  Man  has  fought  since  time 
began,  and  now  it  has  become  clear  that  the 
consequences  of  conflict  are  greater  than  any 
gain,  and  man  just  simply  must  change  if 
man  is  to  survive. 

For  Americans,  it  means  that  control  over 
nuclear  weapons  must  be  centralized  in  the 
hands  of  the  highest  and  the  most  responsi- 
ble officer  of  government — the  President  of 
the  United  States.  He,  alone,  has  been 
chosen  by  all  the  people  to  lead  all  the  Na- 
tion. He,  alone,  is  the  constitutional  Com- 
mander in  Chief  of  the  Nation.  On  his 
prudence  and  wisdom  alone  can  rest  the  de- 
cision which  can  alter  or  destroy  the  Nation. 

The  responsibility  for  the  control  of  U.S. 
nuclear  weapons  rests  solely  with  the  Pres- 
ident, who  exercises  the  control  of  their  use 
in  all  foreseeable  circumstances.  This  has 
been  the  case  since  1945,  under  four  Presi- 
dents. It  will  continue  to  be  the  case  as 
long  as  I  am  President  of  the  United  States. 

In  this  atomic  age  we  have  always  been 


required  to  show  restraint  as  well  as 
strength.  At  moments  of  decisive  tests,  our 
nuclear  power  has  been  essential.  But  we 
have  never  ratded  our  rockets  or  come  care- 
lessly to  the  edge  of  war. 

Each  of  the  great  conflicts  of  this  century 
has  begun  when  nations  wrongly  thought 
others  would  shrink  before  their  might. 
As  I  and  my  predecessors  have  said,  we  may 
have  to  use  nuclear  weapons  to  defend 
American  freedom,  but  I  will  never  let  slip 
the  engines  of  destruction  because  of  a  reck- 
less and  rash  miscalculation  about  our 
adversaries. 

We  have  worked  consistently  to  bring  nu- 
clear weapons  under  careful  control,  and  to 
lessen  the  danger  of  nuclear  conflict.  And 
this  policy  has  been  the  policy  of  the  United 
States  of  America  for  more  than  19  years 
now,  under  both  Democratic  and  Republi- 
can administrations. 

And  this  will  continue  to  be  the  policy 
of  the  United  States  of  America. 

First,  we  have  worked  to  avoid  war  by 
accident  or  miscalculation.  I  believe  the 
American  people  should  know  the  steps 
that  we  have  taken  to  eliminate  the  danger 
of  accidental  attack  by  our  strategic  forces, 
and  I  am  going  to  talk  about  that  tonight. 

The  release  of  nuclear  weapons  would 
come  by  Presidential  decision  alone.  Com- 
plex codes  and  electronic  devices  prevent 
any  unauthorized  action.  Every  further 
step  along  the  way — from  decision  to  de- 
struction— ^is  governed  by  the  two-man 
rule.  Two  or  more  men  must  act  independ- 
ently and  must  decide  the  order  has  been 
given.  They  must  independently  take 
action. 

An  elaborate  system  of  checks  and  coun- 
ter-checks, procedural  and  mechanical,  guard 
against  any  unauthorized  nuclear  bursts.  In 
addition,  since  1961  we  have  placed  permis- 
sive action  links  on  several  of  our  weapons. 
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These  are  electromechanical  locks  which 
must  be  opened  by  secret  combination  before 
any  action  at  all  is  possible,  and  we  are  ex- 
tending this  system. 

The  American  people  and  all  the  world 
can  rest  assured  that  we  have  taken  every 
step  that  man  can  devise  to  insure  that 
neither  a  madman  nor  a  malfunction  could 
ever  trigger  nuclear  war. 

We  have  also  worked  to  avoid  war  by 
miscalculation. 

There  may  be  little  time  for  decision  be- 
tween our  first  warning  and  our  need  to 
reply.  If  our  weapons  could  be  easily  de- 
stroyed, we  would  have  to  make  the  final 
decision  in  a  matter  of  minutes.  By  pro- 
tecting our  power  against  surprise  attack, 
we  give  ourselves  more  time  to  confirm  that 
war  has  actually  begun. 

Thus,  we  have  placed  missiles  in  pro- 
tected, underground  sites.  We  have  placed 
missiles  beneath  the  seas.  And  we  have  pro- 
vided constant  and  secure  communication  be- 
tween strategic  forces  and  the  Commander 
in  Chief,  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

I  do  not  want  us  to  fight  a  war  that  no 
one  ever  meant  to  begin. 

We  have  worked  to  limit  the  spread  of 
nuclear  weapons.  The  dignity  and  the  in- 
terest of  our  allies  demands  that  they  share 
nuclear  responsibility,  and  we  have  proposed 
such  measures. 

The  secrets  of  the  atom  are  known  to 
many  people.  No  single  nation  can  for- 
ever prevent  their  use.  If  effective  arms 
control  is  not  achieved,  we  may  see  the 
day  when  these  frightful,  fearful  weapons 
are  in  the  hands  of  many  nations.  Their 
concern  and  capacity  for  control  may  be 
more  limited  than  our  own. 

So  our  work  against  nuclear  spread  must 
go  on. 

Third,  we  have  developed  ways  to  meet 
force  with  appropriate  force  by  expanding 


and  modernizing  our  conventional  forces. 
We  have  increased  our  ground  forces.  We 
have  increased  our  tactical  air  force.  We 
have  increased  our  airlift.  We  have  in- 
creased our  stock  of  the  most  modern 
weapons. 

Thus,  we  do  not  need  to  use  nuclear  power 
to  solve  every  problem.  We  will  not  let 
our  might  make  the  United  States  muscle- 
bound. 

Fourth,  we  have  worked  to  damp  down 
disputes  and  to  contain  conflict.  In  an 
atomic  world,  any  spark  might  ignite  the 
bonfire. 

Thus  our  responses  are  firm  but  meas- 
ured. We  saw  an  example  of  that  in  the 
Tonkin  Gulf  just  a  few  days  ago. 

Thus  we  pursue  peaceful  settlements  in 
many  remote  corners  of  the  globe. 

Fifth,  we  constandy  work  toward  arms 
control.  A  test  ban  agreement  has  ended 
atmospheric  explosions  which  were  poison- 
ing the  atmosphere.  We  have  established 
a  "hot  line"  for  instant  communication  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  Moscow  in  case 
of  any  crisis. 

As  President,  I  ordered  a  cutback  of  un- 
necessary nuclear  production,  and  this  year 
we  submitted  several  major  new  proposals 
to  the  disarmament  conference  in  Geneva. 
I  will  pursue  with  vigor  all  of  those 
proposals. 

These  are  only  first  steps.  But  they  point 
the  way  toward  the  ultimate  elimination  of 
ultimate  destruction. 

So  long  as  I  am  your  President,  I  intend 
to  follow  that  course  with  all  the  patience 
at  my  command.  In  these  ways,  for  19 
dangerous  years,  my  3  predecessors  have 
acted  to  insure  the  survival  of  the  Nation, 
to  insure  survival  of  our  freedom,  and  to 
insure  survival  of  our  race.  That  will  al- 
ways be  my  policy  and  this  is  the  wish  of  the 
people  of  the  United  States. 
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I  want  to  depart  just  a  moment  to  say 
that  this  next  month  I  will  have  been  in 
Washington  for  33  years,  serving  as  a  sec- 
retary, as  a  Congressman,  as  a  Senator,  and 
as  Vice  President,  and  now  as  President.  I 
want  to  say  a  genuine  thank  you  to  you 
good,  enlightened  people  from  this  modern, 
progressive  State  for  sending  to  us,  through 
the  years,  such  outstanding,  patriotic,  compe- 
tent public  servants. 

I  particularly  am  grateful  to  you  for  hav- 
ing given  to  all  the  Nation  a  man  like  War- 
ren Magnuson,  who  has  served  so  well,  and 
no  man  has  done  more  about  the  policy  that 
I  speak  of  tonight  than  "Maggie's"  eflScient 
colleague,  your  junior  Senator,  and  my  be- 
loved friend,  "Scoop"  Jackson. 

Now,  the  thing  that  concerns  us  all  more 
than  anything  else  in  the  world  is  how  we 
can  live  in  peace,  because  in  the  largest  sense 
we  will  never  be  safe  until  the  world  is  at 
peace  and  until  free  men  are  secure.  And 
that  kind  of  world,  my  friends,  is  not  going 
to  come  to  us  easily.  But  it  must  be  the  un- 
tiring pursuit  of  every  man  that  is  entrusted 
with  the  leadership  of  America.  And  it  is 
the  untiring  pursuit  of  the  Washington  dele- 
gation in  the  United  States  Senate,  I  am 
proud  to  say. 

Conflict  among  nations  will  trouble  this 
planet  and  will  test  our  patience  for  a  long 
time  to  come.  And  as  long  as  weapons  are 
necessary,  wisdom  in  their  control  is  go- 


ing to  be  needed.  The  man  who  guides 
them  holds  in  his  hands  the  hopes  of  survival 
for  the  entire  world. 

As  I  exercise  my  cares  every  day  and  every 
night,  I  often  think  of  those  who  have 
just  begun  and  those  who  are  yet  unborn. 
I  want  them  to  have  a  chance.  With  all  my 
power,  and  all  the  aid  the  good  Lord  offers 
me,  I  will  help  give  them  that  chance.  And 
I  think  so  will  all  of  you. 

In  many  ways  the  world  tonight  is  now 
in  the  valley  of  the  shadow.  But  there  is 
an  old  poem  that  ends:  "Westward  look 
the  land  is  bright."  From  this  western  shore 
tonight  I  believe  we,  too,  can  see  a  brighten- 
ing land.  Our  country  is  moving  forward. 
It  is  carrying  with  it  the  advancing  ranks 
of  freedom. 

Somehow  or  other,  optimist  that  I  am,  I 
just  believe  that  peace  is  coming  nearer. 
If  this  is  so,  we  may  one  day  see  fulfilled 
the  prophecy  of  the  Bible:  "The  morning 
stars  sang  together,  and  all  the  sons  of  God 
shouted  for  joy." 

Thank  you.    Good  night. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  the  Olympic  Hotel 
in  Seattle,  Wash.,  at  a  dinner  honoring  "United 
States  and  Canadian  Partnership  in  Progress."  In 
his  opening  remarks  he  referred  to  Henry  M.  Jack- 
son, Senator  from  Washington,  Albert  D.  Rosellini, 
Governor  of  Washington,  Warren  G.  Magnuson, 
Senator  from  Washington,  George  D.  Aiken,  Sen- 
ator from  Vermont,  J.  D.  Braman,  mayor  of  Seattle, 
and  J.  Douglas  Turner,  Canadian  Counsel  General 
ad  interim. 
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SENATOR  MORSE— when  you  are  travel- 
ing with  Wayne,  you  are  always  in  for  a 
surprise — I  wish  he  had  made  speeches 
that  short  in  the  Senate — and  I  might 
say  that  good — thank  you  very  much. 


Senator  Morse,  Senator  Neuberger,   Con- 
gresswoman  Green,  distinguished  Members 
of  the  Congress,  Mayor,  Governor,  friends  in 
Portland: 
This  is  a  very  nice  thing  for  you  to  do  so 
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early  in  the  morning — on  a  rainy  morning. 
I  know  it  took  a  lot  of  arranging  and  a  great 
deal  of  trouble,  and  very  unusual  hospitality. 
I  realize  that  it  is  your  way  of  showing  your 
respect  for  the  great  office  I  hold,  and  for 
the  President  of  this  country. 

I  would  like  for  all  the  people  in  the 
Northwest  Public  Power  Association  and  the 
Northwest  Electric  Light  and  Power  Asso- 
ciation to  know  that  I  feel  a  very  special 
debt  of  gratitude  to  you  for  the  time  you 
spent,  the  money  you  invested,  the  wonder- 
ful public  event  that  you  have  helped  to  bring 
about. 

This  is  a  rather  discouraging  occasion, 
however.  I  think  of  all  the  effort  it  took  to 
turn  off  a  few  lights  in  the  White  House  in 
Washington,  and  here  you  all  finally  settled 
your  differences  and  you  are  turning  on  mil- 
lions all  over  the  country  every  day. 

In  1844  a  fiery  young  orator  warned, 
"Make  way  for  the  young  American  buffalo. 
We  will  give  him  Oregon  for  his  summer 
shade  and  the  region  of  Texas  for  his  winter 
pasture."  Well,  it  is  wonderful  to  be  here 
in  Oregon  with  you  this  morning.  But  I 
want  it  distinctly  understood  I  am  not  ready 
for  any  Texas  pasture. 

Yesterday  in  a  few  hours  I  swept  across  a 
continent  that  it  took  decades  of  daring  to 
conquer.  It  took  brave  men  and  strong 
men  to  make  that  crossing.  But,  most  of 
all,  it  took  men  of  faith — men  of  great  faith 
in  themselves,  in  their  country,  in  the  future 
of  this  land. 

So  today  we  inhabit  a  continent  that  is 
made  fertile  by  that  act  of  faith.  Napoleon 
truly  said  when  he  sold  Louisiana,  "This  ac- 
cession of  territory  consolidates  the  power 
of  the  United  States  forever." 

But  it  was  not  territory  that  made  us  great. 
It  was  men.  Our  West  is  not  just  a  place. 
The   West    is    an   idea.    The    Bible    says. 


"Speak  to  the  earth  and  it  shall  teach  thee." 
And  here,  in  the  West,  we  learned  man's 
possibilities  were  as  spacious  as  the  sky  that 
covered  him.  We  learned  that  free  men 
could  build  a  civilization  as  majestic  as  the 
mountains  and  the  rivers  that  nourished 
him.  We  learned  that  with  our  hands  we 
could  create  a  life  that  was  worthy  of  the 
land  that  was  ours. 

And  that  lesson  has  illuminated  the  life 
of  all  America — east,  west,  north,  and  south. 

This  gathering  this  morning  I  think  is 
further  proof  of  that.  Your  work  is  a  more 
powerful  instrument  of  freedom  than  a 
thousand  shouted  threats  and  warnings.  In 
far-off  countries,  men  will  look  here  and 
learn  again  that  the  path  of  free  men  is  the 
surest  path  to  progress. 

Here,  in  the  Northwest,  America  is  mov- 
ing again.  And  all  the  world  knows  it. 
This  intertie  which  is  the  result  of  so  many 
brains  and  so  much  work,  and  such  great 
efforts,  is  the  most  exciting  transmission 
system  in  history.  It  will  make  us  world 
leaders  in  direct  current  transmission.  It 
will  carry  from  the  Peace  River  to  the  Mex- 
ican border  enough  power  for  five  San  Fran- 
ciscos. 

So  I  come  here  to  tell  you,  and  to  tell  each 
of  you,  that  all  America  is  proud  of  all  of 
you. 

I  am  glad  to  see  this  cooperation  of  pri- 
vate power  with  public  power.  The  public 
power  yardstick  is  essential.  Private  power 
will  always  play  a  substantial  and  a  vital 
role  in  the  future  of  this  great  land.  This 
system  is  also  proof  of  the  power  of  co- 
operation and  unity.  You  have  proved  that 
if  we  turn  away  from  division,  if  we  just 
ignore  dissension  and  distrust,  there  is  no 
limit  to  our  achievements. 

I  am  going  to  interpolate  for  a  moment 
here  to  tell  you  of  an  experience  I  had  as  a 
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young  man  trying  to  reconcile  the  views 
of  the  leaders  of  public  and  private  pov^er 
in  my  State. 

We  had  the  great  man  w^ho  happened 
to  be  a  spokesman  for  Electric  Bond  and 
Share,  v^ho  v^as  president  of  one  of  our 
great  pov^er  companies,  and  he  looked  just 
like  a  Methodist  deacon.  He  sat  back  and 
v^as  dignified,  a  very  attractive  man,  a  very 
pure  individual,  very  cautious  in  vi^hat  he 
said. 

I  negotiated  v^ith  him  for  3  days  and  I 
never  made  a  dent  in  his  armor.  He  v^^as 
looking  after  those  stockholders  and  he  al- 
most looked  at  me  v^ith  what  I  thought  was 
contempt. 

Finally  I  got  up  in  my  youthful  enthusiasm 
and  some  impulsiveness  that  I  am  very  much 
against  these  days,  and  I  said,  "So  far  as  I  am 
concerned,  you  can  take  a  running  jump  and 
go  straight  you  know  where."  The  old  gen- 
tleman didn't  get  the  slightest  bit  rattled. 
He  just  looked  back  and  smiled  and  said, 
*'l  am  sorry  you  feel  that  way,  young  man. 
We  have  to  do  these  things  as  we  see  them. 
We  are  men  of  convictions  and  we  have  to 
carry  out  our  views  and  the  views  of  our 
stockholders  as  we  think  we  ought  to."  All 
of  my  REA  and  public  power  people  ap- 
plauded me  and  said  it  was  a  great  speech. 
I  started  out  of  the  room  and  they  all  stood. 

As  I  walked  out  the  door,  I  saw  an  old  man 
there  that  was  the  general  counsel  for  the 
water  district.  He  was  an  ex-Senator.  I 
said,  "Senator,  how  did  you  like  my  speech?" 
He  said,  "Come  by  the  office  and  I  would 
like  to  talk  to  you  about  it."  I  said,  "Oh, 
oh."  So  I  went  by  and  he  said,  "You  are 
in  public  life.  You  are  a  young  man  just 
starting  out  and  I  want  to  see  you  move 
along  and  do  well.  But,"  he  said,  "the  first 
thing  you  have  to  learn,  son,  is  to  tell  a  man 
to  go  to  hell  and  to  make  him  go  are  two 
different  propositions." 


He  said,  "Mr.  Carpenter  doesn't  want  to 
go.  This  is  a  free  country  and  he  is  going  to 
stay  around  here,  and  he  thinks  it  is  pretty 
hot  down  there,  and  he  doesn't  elect  to  take 
your  choice."  He  said,  "It  took  me  2  months 
to  get  this  group  together  and  you  bust  it  up 
in  2  minutes,  I  will  have  to  work  now 
until  we  can  get  together  again  and  follow 
the  advice  of  the  prophet  Isaiah,  *Come  now, 
let  us  reason  together.'  " 

Many,  many  times  in  the  Senate  and  in 
the  other  places  of  responsibility  where  I  have 
served  I  have  barkened  back  to  that  day  in 
that  little  courtroom  when  I  expressed  my 
views  on  the  president  of  the  power  com- 
pany. A  lot  of  times  I  wanted  to  get  up 
and  tell  Bob  Taft  what  I  thought  about  his 
viewpoint  and  where  he  ought  to  go,  or  Bill 
Knowland,  or  Everett  Dirksen,  or  even  some 
of  my  Democratic  friends,  from  time  to  time. 

But  I  never  could  forget  what  that  old, 
wise  general  counsel  said  to  me,  "Tell  them 
to  go  and  make  them  go  are  two  different 
propositions." 

I  do  want  you  to  know,  though,  that  by 
your  reasoning  together,  by  your  cooperating 
together  for  the  benefit  of  all,  I  think  that  is 
true  conservation.  This  is  the  kind  of  con- 
servation action  that  your  Government  is 
going  to  continue  to  provide  the  leadership 
for. 

I  grew  up  on  the  land.  The  life  of  my 
parents  depended  entirely  upon  the  bounty 
of  the  soil.  I  devoted  much  of  my  public  life 
to  protecting  for  our  children  the  great  leg- 
acy of  our  natural  abundance. 

So  I  come  to  report  to  you  that  we  have 
not  just  talked  about  progress  in  this  field. 
We  have  made  progress,  and  we  are  at  the 
close  of  the  greatest  conservation  Congress 
in  the  history  of  the  United  States  of 
America. 

The  88th  Congress  has  passed  more  than 
30  important  conservation  bills. 
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A  new  Land  and  Water  Conservation 
Fund  will  help  the  States  and  the  cities  set 
aside  spots  of  beauty  for  recreation  and 
pleasure. 

A  Wilderness  Act  will  guarantee  all 
Americans  the  natural  magnificence  which 
has  been  your  heritage. 

Water  Research  and  Water  Planning  bills 
will  speed  the  development  for  the  soaring 
water  needs  of  this  great,  growing  Nation. 

We  established  continental  America's  first 
new  national  park  in  17  years,  23  new  na- 
tional park  areas,  4  new  national  seashores, 
and  a  national  riverway. 

We  began  a  new  Bureau  of  Outdoor  Rec- 
reation so  that  our  children  will  have  a  place 
to  hunt  and  to  fish,  and  to  glory  in  nature. 

We  began  the  construction  of  over  200 
water  resource  projects  with  70  more  sched- 
uled for  1965. 

We  built  or  we  began  more  than  5,500 
miles  of  transmission  lines  in  this  great  land. 

Flood  control  funds  were  increased  by  more 
than  50  percent. 

All  this  we  have  done,  and  more.  And  I 
pledge  you  that  my  administration  is  going 
to  continue  with  this  progress. 

But  we  must  do  more  than  continue. 
Our  problems  are  changing  every  day  and 
we  must  change  to  meet  them. 

Three  changing  forces  are  bringing  a  new 
era  to  conservation. 

The  first  is  growing  population.  By  the 
year  2000,  more  than  300  million  Americans 
will  need  10  times  the  power  and  2^4  times 
the  water  that  we  now  consume.  Increas- 
ing pressures  will  take  our  resources,  and 
increasing  leisure  will  tax  our  recreation. 

The  second  is  the  triumph  of  technology. 
The  bright  success  of  science  also  has  had 
a  darker  side.  The  waste  products  of  our 
progress,  from  exhaust  fumes  to  radiation, 
may  be  one  of  the  deadliest  threats  to  the 


destruction  of  nature  that  we   have  ever 
known. 

The  third  force  is  urbanization.  More 
of  our  people  are  crowding  into  cities  and 
cutting  themselves  off  from  nature.  Access 
to  beauty  is  denied  and  ancient  values  are 
destroyed.  Conservation  must  move  from 
nature's  wilderness  to  the  manmade  wilder- 
ness of  our  cities.  All  of  this  requires  a  new 
conservation. 

We  must  not  only  protect  from  destruc- 
tion, but  we  have  the  job  of  restoring  what 
has  already  been  destroyed — not  only  de- 
velop old  resources,  but  create  new  ones — 
not  only  save  the  countryside  but,  yes,  finally 
salvage  the  cities. 

It  is  not  just  the  classic  conservation  of 
protection  and  development,  but  it  is  a 
creative  conservation  of  restoration  and  in- 
novation. Its  concern  is  not  with  nature 
alone,  but  with  the  total  relation  between 
man  and  the  world  around  him.  Its  object 
is  not  just  man's  welfare,  but  the  dignity  of 
his  spirit. 

Above  all,  we  must  maintain  the  chance 
for  contact  with  beauty.  When  that  chance 
dies,  a  light  dies  in  all  of  us.  Thoreau  said, 
"A  town  is  saved  not  more  by  the  righteous 
men  in  it  than  by  the  woods — that  surround 
it."  And  Emerson  taught,  "There  is  no 
police  so  effective  as  a  good  hill  and  wide 
pasture."  We  are  the  creation  of  our  en- 
vironment. If  it  becomes  filthy  and  sordid, 
then  the  dignity  of  the  spirit  and  the  deepest 
of  our  values  immediately  are  in  danger. 

In  the  development  of  a  new  conservation 
I  intend  to  press  ahead  on  five  fronts: 

First,  we  seek  to  guarantee  our  children 
a  place  to  walk  and  play  and  commune 
with  nature.  The  demand  on  our  recrea- 
tional facilities  is  doubling  each  decade.  We 
must  act  boldly  or  our  future  will  be  barren. 

We  will  move  vigorously  under  our  recent 
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laws  to  acquire  and  to  develop  new  areas 
for  recreation  in  this  country — emphasizing 
areas  of  concentrated  population.  And  we 
will  be  ready  to  expand  our  programs  to 
meet  the  developing  needs. 

A  national  program  of  scenic  parkways 
and  scenic  riverways  is  on  the  horizon.  I 
hope,  for  instance,  to  make  the  Potomac  a 
conservation  model  for  our  metropolitan 
areas. 

In  our  cities,  open  space  must  be  reserved 
where  possible,  and  created  where  preserva- 
tion comes  too  late. 

Second,  we  must  control  the  waste  prod- 
ucts of  technology.  The  air  we  breathe,  the 
water  we  drink,  our  soil,  our  wildlife  are  all 
being  blighted  by  the  poisons  and  the  chem- 
icals, and  all  the  inevitable  waste  products 
of  modern  life. 

The  skeleton  of  discarded  cars,  old  junk 
yards,  litter  our  countryside — and  are  driv- 
ing my  wife  mad.  She  thinks  that  one  of 
the  advantages  of  getting  defeated  is  to  give 
her  some  time  to  get  out  and  do  something 
about  cleaning  up  the  countryside  and  these 
old  junkyards  along  our  beautiful  driveways. 

I  intend  to  work  with  local  government 
and  industry  to  develop  a  national  policy  for 
the  control  and  disposal  of  technological  and 
industrial  waste.  I  will  work  with  them  to 
carry  out  that  kind  of  a  policy.  Only  in  this 
way,  I  think,  can  we  rescue  the  oldest  of 
our  treasures  from  the  newest  of  our  enemies. 

Third,  we  must  increase  mastery  over  our 
environment  through  the  marvels  of  new 
technology.  This  means  rapidly  increasing 
emphasis  on  comprehensive  river  basin  de- 
velopment. So  we  plan  to  cooperate  at  every 
level  to  develop  the  resources  and  to  preserve 
the  values  of  entire  regions  of  this  land. 

It  means  drawing  fresh  water  from  the 
oceans.  Within  a  few  years  economic  de- 
salinization  will  be  a  reality  for  a  large  num- 
ber of  Americans. 


It  means  learning  to  understand  the 
weather  and  to  do  something  about  it.  The 
advance  notice  that  we  got  on  Hurricane 
Carla  saved  us  thousands  of  lives  and  mil- 
lions of  dollars. 

It  means  the  use  in  every  field  of  the 
newest  knowledge  to  meet  the  oldest  needs. 
It  means  encouraging  the  development  of 
the  genius  of  man  in  order  to  unlock  the 
secrets  of  the  earth. 

Fourth,  we  must  prevent  urbanization 
and  growth  from  ravaging  the  land.  I  will 
suggest,  in  cooperation  with  local  govern- 
ment and  private  industry,  policies  for  such 
prevention.  Their  goal  will  be  to  insure 
that  suburban  building,  highway  construc- 
tion, industrial  spread,  are  conducted  with 
reverence  and  with  the  proper  regard  for  the 
values  of  nature. 

Fifth,  we  must  conduct  conservation  on  a 
global  scale.  The  Antarctic  Treaty,  weather 
and  fishery  agreements,  the  treaty  with 
Canada  that  we  celebrated  yesterday,  are  all 
examples  of  what  can  be  done  if  nations  will 
devote  common  effort  to  common  interest. 

These  are  some  of  the  fronts  of  the  new 
conservation  which  I  will  work  to  carry  for- 
ward. And  I  tell  you  now  that  this  hope 
will  always  be  among  the  closest  to  my  heart. 

From  the  beginning  we  have  been  a  peo- 
ple of  open  spaces.  We  have  lifted  our  eyes 
to  the  deserts  and  to  the  mountains,  and  now 
we  are  lifting  them  to  the  stars.  But  on  this 
earth  the  ring  draws  closer  around  us. 

So  let  us  not  leave  our  task  with  the  re- 
proach of  our  children  already  ringing  in 
our  ears.  Far,  far  too  much  is  at  stake. 
There  are  the  resources  on  which  our  future 
rests. 

But  there  is  a  good  deal  more  than  that. 
In  a  thousand  unseen  ways  we  have  drawn 
shape  and  strength  from  the  land.  Respect 
for  man  and  reverence  for  God  have  taken 
root  in  our  spacious  soil.    In  isolation  from 
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nature  lies  the  danger  of  man's  isolation 
from  his  fellow  and  from  his  Creator. 

All  my  life  I  have  drawn  sustenance 
from  the  rivers  and  from  the  hills  of  my  na- 
tive State.  I  do  not  see  them  so  often  any 
more  these  days,  and  I  am  lonesome  for 
them  almost  constantly.  But  their  message 
of  love  and  challenge  is  written  in  my  spirit. 
I  want  no  less  for  all  the  children  of  Amer- 
ica than  what  I  was  privileged  to  have  as  a 
boy. 

In  the  book  of  Matthew,  it  says  "The 
floods  came,  and  the  winds  blew,  and  beat 
upon  that  house;  and  it  fell  not,  for  it  was 
founded  upon  a  rock." 

The  house  of  America  is  founded  upon  our 
land  and  if  we  keep  that  whole,  then  the 
storm  can  rage,  but  the  house  will  stand 
forever. 

This  morning  you  have  an  unusual  assem- 
blage in  this  room.  I  was  escorted  to  the 
dais  by  a  progressive  young  Republican  Gov- 
ernor. I  was  met  by  a  cordial,  hospitable 
mayor.  I  flew  across  the  continent  with  a 
number  of  outstanding  leaders  of  the  Con- 
gress, of  the  House  and  of  the  Senate. 

You  have  an  unusual  quality  of  leadership 
in  this  great  Northwest.  We  celebrated 
some  of  the  fruits  of  that  planning  yester- 
day in  Canada,  fruits  of  the  work  of  men 
like  the  two  great  Senators  from  Washing- 
ton, and  this  wise,  veteran  legislator  from 
Vermont,  George  Aiken,  who  sits  on  the 
front  row  and  does  me  great  honor  by 
coming  to  this  area  of  the  Nation  with  me. 


Oregon,  Washington,  California,  and 
Montana,  all  the  great  West,  is  here  this 
morning,  not  to  just  talk  about  the  glories 
of  the  past,  but  to  try  to  pull  all  the  talent 
of  this  great  region  together  to  undertake  an 
adventure  of  tomorrow. 

I  first  came  to  Portland  as  a  youngster 
fresh  out  of  uniform  in  the  early  days  of 
the  war  to  scrap  the  battleship  Oregon,  I 
saw  then  all  of  the  hope  and  the  daring,  and 
the  idealism,  and  the  spirit  of  conservation 
that  I  have  observed  reflected  by  your  spokes- 
men in  the  halls  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives and  in  the  Senate. 

We  have  come  a  long  way  in  those  20- 
odd  years,  but  we  have  not  gone  nearly  far 
enough.  The  eyes  of  the  Nation  are  look- 
ing to  you  to  provide  the  leadership  that  will 
not  just  make  this  the  best  conservation 
Congress  we  have  ever  had,  but  that  will  help 
us  to  bring  our  dreams  of  a  more  beautiful 
America,  a  safer  America,  a  healthier  Amer- 
ica available  to  our  children  as  it  has  been 
available  to  us. 

Thank  you  very  much  for  your  wonderful 
hospitality. 

note:  The  President  spoke  in  the  baUroom  at  the 
Sheraton  Hotel  in  Portland,  Oreg.  In  his  opening 
remarks  he  referred  to  Senators  Wayne  Morse  and 
Maurine  B.  Neuberger  and  Representative  Edith 
Green,  all  of  Oregon,  Acting  Mayor  Wayne  Bowes 
of  Portland,  and  Governor  Mark  O.  Hatfield  of 
Oregon. 

The  cooperation  of  the  Federal  Government  in  the 
Northwest-Southwest  Power  Transmission  Intertie 
was  announced  by  the  President  at  his  news  confer- 
ence of  July  30  (see  Item  486  [7]). 


579    Remarks  in  Sacramento  on  the  Steps  of  the  State  Capitol. 
September  17,  1964 


Governor  Brown;  I  am  very  pleased  to  have 
Mrs,  Brown  and  Kathy  here.  Reverend 
Ferguson,  Senator  Salinger,  Spea\er  Unruh, 


Senator  Burns,  Congressman  Moss,  my  good 
friends  and  gracious  hosts  in  Sacramento: 
I  am  very  proud  to  be  in  the  home  State  of 
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more  Americans  than  any  other.  California 
sets  a  fine  example  for  the  Nation,  because 
here  Americans  and  Texans  live  together 
side  by  side  in  relative  harmony. 

Your  State  was  almost  my  home  State, 
too.  When  I  was  a  teenager,  I  heard  that 
California  wanted  men  to  match  her  moun- 
tains, so  I  came  out  here  to  apply.  But  I  got 
a  job  in  the  fruit  orchards  instead  and  I 
went  back  home  to  the  Texas  hills. 

I  am  very  proud  to  be  here  in  Sacramento 
today  where  everything  is  done  up  brown. 
As  the  son  of  a  State  legislator,  I  knew  the 
ways  and  the  wisdom  of  the  State  House 
before  I  ever  knew  the  location  of  the 
White  House,  and  my  respect  for  State  gov- 
ernments and  the  people  who  serve  them 
has  never  waned. 

I  might  say  that  Pat  Brown  knows  the 
way  to  both  the  State  House  and  the  White 
House,  and  the  door  is  open  to  him  in  both 
places.  I  know  that  you  have  no  vacancies 
in  the  United  States  Senate,  but  anything 
can  happen,  and  so  I  would  like  you  to  meet 
and  to  know  my  Press  Secretary,  George 
Reedy.  But  Pierre  was  my  Press  Secretary, 
too.  I  always  thought  he  would  go  a  long 
way,  too,  but  I  never  dreamed  that  the  day 
would  come  when  I  would  be  responsible  for 
his  public  relations. 

Four  years  ago  I  came  to  this  same  scene 
to  ask  your  votes,  to  ask  your  votes  for  a 
great  and  gallant  American,  John  Fitzgerald 
Kennedy. 

On  this  occasion,  at  the  capital  of  all  the 
people  of  this  Union's  largest  State,  I  come 
as  no  partisan.  I  come  as  President  of  all 
the  people  of  the  United  States,  to  speak  to 
all  the  Nation,  and  for  the  Nation,  to  all 
the  world. 

In  our  history,  this  is  a  day  of  highest 
honor.  On  this  day  177  years  ago  our  fore- 
fathers ordained  and  established  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States.    Over  the 


years  our  Union  has  grown — ^from  the  At- 
lantic seaboard  to  the  mid-Pacific,  from  the 
Florida  Keys  to  the  far  north,  from  13  States 
to  50  States,  from  3  million  citizens  to  nearly 
200  million  now. 

On  that  same  rock  of  the  Constitution, 
our  Republic  still  stands.  It  stands  stable,  it 
stands  secure,  never  stronger,  never  more 
successful,  never  so  prosperous,  never  more 
determined  to  defend  freedom  or  to  preserve 
peace. 

Our  system  is  succeeding  as  none  before — 
anywhere,  at  any  time — have  ever  succeeded. 
Of  all  the  ages  that  men  have  lived,  this  age 
of  America  is  the  best  of  all.  This  is  the 
real  truth  about  America  now,  and  you 
know  it. 

But  others  must  know  this  and  others 
must  understand  it.  That  is  why  I  have 
come  to  California  to  speak  to  you  as  I  do 
today.  I  want  my  voice  to  be  heard  around 
the  world,  for  I  speak  not  for  myself,  but 
for  the  people  I  serve:  the  strong,  the  sensi- 
ble, the  moral,  the  decent,  and  the  peaceful 
people  of  the  United  States. 

In  this  century,  time  and  time  again, 
other  men  in  other  lands  have  misled  them- 
selves about  what  they  have  heard  or  what 
they  have  read  from  our  land  in  national 
election  years.  From  Hitler  in  1940  to  Cas- 
tro in  1962,  grave  miscalculations  have  been 
made  about  America  at  election  time.  Our 
seasons  of  debate  have  been  miscalculated 
as  seasons  of  distraction  and  diversion  and 
division. 

There  must  be  no  such  miscalculation  in 
1964. 

To  those  who  look  to  us  in  trust,  to  all 
who  wish  us  well,  and  to  any  who  wish  us 
ill,  I  say  this  today:  Do  not  misjudge  Amer- 
ica's readiness  or  America's  will.  Do  not 
miscalculate  the  unity  of  all  the  American 
people. 

Our  Nation,  conceived  in  independence 
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and  brought  forth  in  unity,  has  not  now 
come  to  a  time  of  disunity,  or  division,  or 
diversion.  Through  all  our  years  America's 
cause  has  been  the  cause  of  all  of  mankind, 
and  this  is  our  cause  still.  Our  purpose  is 
to  live  in  freedom  in  a  w^orld  of  peace — 
and  that  American  purpose  w^ill  never 
change. 

But  this  generation  of  Americans,  blooded 
in  battle,  matured  in  peril,  living  in  times 
when  life  was  never  better,  but  never  in 
graver  danger,  we  know  that  eternal  vig- 
ilance is  the  price  of  liberty. 

We  know,  as  Tom  Paine  put  it,  "those 
who  would  reap  the  benefits  of  liberty  must 
bear  like  men  the  hardships  of  defending  it." 
This  we  are  doing,  and  this  we  shall  always 
do. 

Here  in  California  I  do  not  need  to  recite 
the  facts  of  America's  strength  and  power, 
for  you  are  the  real  builders  of  that  strength. 
We  are  strong;  we  are  the  strongest  nation 
on  the  earth.  Our  allies  trust  that  strength. 
Our  adversaries  must  respect  it.  Men  of  all 
lands  can  have  faith  in  its  wise  use. 

But  the  condition  of  our  strength  is  never 
static.  As  dangers  change,  our  strength 
must  change,  and  we  are  matching  new 
dangers  with  sure  reply. 

Seven  years  ago  America  awakened  one 
morning  to  find  a  Soviet  satellite  orbiting 
the  skies.  We  found  that  our  adversaries 
had  acquired  new  capabilities  for  the  use,  or 
the  misuse,  of  space. 

This  administration  moved  to  meet  that 
challenge.  We  sought  and  we  supported 
a  resolution  unanimously  approved  in  the 
United  Nations  banning  the  use  of  weapons 
of  mass  destruction  in  outer  space.  We 
have  stated  that  we  have  no  intention  of 
putting  warheads  into  orbit.  We  have  no 
reason  to  believe  that  any  nation  now  plans 
to  put  nuclear  warheads  into  orbit.  We 
have  more  effective  systems  today. 


At  the  same  time,  we  recognize  the  danger 
that  an  aggressor  might  some  day  use  armed 
satellites  to  try  to  terrorize  the  entire  popu- 
lation of  the  world,  and  we  have  acted  to 
meet  that  threat.  To  insure  that  no  nation 
will  be  tempted  to  use  the  reaches  of  space 
as  a  platform  for  weapons  of  mass  destruc- 
tion, we  began  in  1962  and  1963  to  develop 
systems  capable  of  destroying  bomb-carrying 
satellites. 

We  have  now  developed  and  tested  two 
systems  with  the  ability  to  intercept  and  de- 
stroy armed  satellites  circling  the  earth  in 
space.  I  can  tell  you  today  that  these  sys- 
tems are  in  place,  that  these  systems  are 
operationally  ready,  that  these  systems  are  on 
alert  to  protect  this  Nation  and  to  protect 
the  free  world. 

Our  only  purpose  still  is  peace,  but  should 
another  nation  employ  such  weapons  in 
space,  the  United  States  will  be  prepared 
and  will  be  ready  to  reply.  But  this  is  not 
the  only  new  development.  We  are  con- 
stantly seeking  means  of  protecting  this  Na- 
tion and  our  allies. 

Today  I  am  able  to  tell  you,  and  I  am  able 
to  say  to  the  entire  world,  we  have  a  major 
increase  in  our  capacity  to  detect  hostile 
launches  against  the  free  world. 

Previously,  our  radar  capability  had  been 
limited  to  the  detection  of  objects  within  the 
line  of  sight,  but  now  we  have  produced, 
and  we  are  installing,  our  first  facilities  for 
operational  "over-the-horizon"  radar.  This 
radar  will  literally  look  around  the  curve 
of  the  earth,  alerting  us  to  aircraft,  and  es- 
pecially to  missiles,  within  seconds  after  they 
are  launched. 

This  capability  will  give  us  earlier  warn- 
ing than  ever  before  of  any  hostile  launches 
against  this  country.  This  means  more 
time  to  prepare  for  our  retaliatory  strike  and 
more  time  for  us  to  decide,  to  decide  with 
prudence  and  reason,  the  scope  and  the  ex- 
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tent  of  our  retaliatory  strike.  This  is  an- 
other advance  in  our  vigil  of  peace  to  ful- 
fill our  responsibility  as  the  sentry  of  security 
for  all  the  free  world. 

Let  me  also  say  this  for  the  people  of  this 
Nation  to  all,  also,  who  may  listen  in  the 
world:  Long  ago,  a  great  American  patriot 
said  to  his  countrymen,  "We  have  one  coun- 
try, one  Constitution,  and  one  destiny."  So 
let  all  understand  that  this  is  America  to- 
day. We  are  not  a  nation  divided,  or  divid- 
ing, or  divisible.  Our  will  and  our  work 
today  is  that  the  meaning  of  our  country 
and  our  Constitution,  and  our  destiny,  shall 
be  the  same  for  all  Americans,  regardless  of 
their  creed  or  their  color  or  their  origins. 

What  men  are  in  America  is  not  deter- 
mined by  their  pedigree  or  their  purse  but 
by  their  soul  and  spirit  and  by  their  God- 
given  worth.  Others  have  in  times  past 
believed  that  abundance  and  comfort  and 
contentment  would  make  Americans  flabby 
and  soft  and  weak.  I  know  this  generation 
of  Americans  is  lean  and  strong  and  wise. 

As  we  have  no  delusions  about  the  dan- 
gers of  the  world,  we  have  no  illusions  about 
our  challenges  here  at  home.  We  know  that 
we  have  problems  to  meet;  and  we  know  that 
we  shall  meet  those  challenges. 

Our  abundance  will  not  produce  arro- 
gance, success  will  not  turn  us  into  suspicion 
of  one  another,  we  will  never  trade  the  pur- 
suit of  happiness  for  the  persecutions  of 
hate.  If  we  have  new  prospertity  in  our 
pockets,  we  carry  priceless  values  in  our 
hearts. 

Our  fathers  followed  the  sun  westward  to 
open  a  continent. 

Today  we  guide  our  course  by  the  star  of 
the  Constitution  that  our  forefathers  fixed 
for  us  as  we  go  forth  to  open  the  new  age 
of  civilization  in  America. 

Others  searched  for  gold.  We  search 
and  we  seek  after  far  more  precious  values. 


We  seek  peace  and  justice  and  decency  for 
all  mankind  everywhere. 

Our  arms  shall  be  always  ready,  but  our 
hand  shall  be  always  extended  to  those  who 
will  join  us  in  a  pursuit  of  peace  with  honor. 

We  live  in  a  glorious  time  in  a  wonderful 
land.  We  have  much  to  be  thankful  for. 
We  can  count  our  blessings,  and  they  are 
many.  We  have  much  to  protect  and  to 
preserve  and  to  perpetuate. 

You  are  the  leading  State  in  the  leading 
nation  in  the  world.  You  have  produced 
leaders  worthy  of  your  people,  and  today 
California  stands  out  in  front  as  no  other 
State  in  this  Nation  stands.  So  let  us  realize 
that  we  are  trustees  and  we  are  guardians  of 
all  that  is  good,  and  let  us  try  to  be  worthy 
of  this  land  of  ours.  Let  us  try  to  build  this 
State  and  build  this  nation  as  a  nation  of 
lovers  instead  of  a  nation  of  haters. 

Let  us  direct  and  guide  our  conduct  by 
the  Golden  Rule  of  doing  unto  others  as  you 
would  have  them  do  unto  you. 

Let  us  try  to  join  in  a  cooperative  effort, 
not  a  dividing  one,  to  see  that  our  resources 
are  conserved,  that  we  have  the  water  that 
we  need  to  live  in  happiness,  that  we  have 
the  roads  that  we  need  to  travel  over,  that 
we  have  a  transportation  system  that  will 
bring  us  to  work  and  to  our  pleasures,  that 
we  have  a  roof  over  the  homes  of  all  of  our 
children,  that  we  have  a  school  for  them 
to  attend  and  a  teacher  awaiting  there  to 
meet  them  that  is  competent  to  lead  them. 

And  then  let  us  see  that  we  not  only  have 
this  in  the  great  State  of  California,  but  we 
have  it  in  the  union  of  the  Nation. 

Oh,  what  you  have  done  to  lead  the  way 
in  the  field  of  education  is  an  inspiration  to 
all  of  us  who  come  here.  So  keep  up  your 
leadership.  Go  on  your  forward  march  in 
this  great  work  until  the  day  comes  when 
all  have  homes,  when  all  children  are  taught 
all  they  can  absorb,  when  we  have  recrea- 
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tion  to  take  care  of  our  leisure  time,  and 
when  brother  loves  brother  and  neighbor 
embraces  neighbor. 
Thank  you,  goodby,  and  God  bless  you. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  12:45  p.ni.  on  the 
steps  of  the  State  Capitol  in  Sacramento.  In  his 
opening  words  he  referred  to  Governor  Edmund  G. 


Brown  of  California  and  Mrs.  Brown  and  their 
daughter  Kathleen,  the  Reverend  Robert  R.  Fergu- 
son, Chaplain  of  the  California  State  Assembly, 
Pierre  Salinger,  U.S.  Senator  from  California  and 
former  Press  Secretary  to  the  President,  Jesse  M. 
Unruh,  Speaker  of  the  California  State  Assembly, 
Hugh  M.  Burns,  California  State  Senator,  and  John 
E.  Moss,  U.S.  Representative  from  California. 


580    Statement  by  the  President  on  Reviewing  California's  Plans 
Under  the  Economic  Opportunity  Act.    September  17,  1964 


I  AM  PLEASED  that  the  State  of  California 
has  been  so  alert  to  the  benefits  of  this  act. 
The  people  of  this  State  and  every  State 
can  be  certain  that  the  Federal  Government 
v^ill  do  all  in  its  power  to  erase  all  blots 
of  poverty  from  our  land. 

note:  The  President's  statement  was  made  public 
as  part  of  a  White  House  release  issued  at  Sacra- 
mento following  a  meeting  in  Governor  Edmund 
G.  Brown's  office  at  which  the  President  was 
briefed  on  actions  taken  by  California  since  the 
passage  of  the  Economic  Opportunity  Act. 

The  release  stated  that  the  Governor  told  the 
President  that   the  response  to  the  program   had 


been  overwhelming.  "We  have  received  lOO  re- 
quests for  assistance  in  qualifying  for  aid,  particularly 
in  community  action  programs,"  Governor  Brown 
stated.  "Each  of  these  represents  a  firm  intention 
to  follow  through.  We  have  received  over  i,ooo 
letters  and  telephone  calls  from  people  wanting  to 
volunteer  to  help  in  one  project  or  another.  We 
already  have  more  applications  than  the  program 
will  be  able  to  support  in  its  first  year.  This  re- 
sponse has  gone  far  beyond  what  we  expected.  It  is 
proof  that  this  program  was  necessary." 

The  release  further  stated  that  Dr.  Paul  O'Rourke, 
coordinator  of  the  State  antipoverty  task  force, 
reported  that  interest  had  not  been  confined  to  urban 
centers,  and  that  many  small  rural  communities 
in  remote  parts  of  the  State  had  also  started  process- 
ing applications. 


581     Remarks  on  Immigration  Policy  to  a  Group  Interested  in  the 
Verrazano-Narrows  Bridge  Commemorative  Stamp. 
September  18,  1964 


YOUR  VISIT  today  reminds  me  of  one  of 
the  most  memorable  and  inspiring  experi- 
ences of  my  life. 

Two  years  ago  this  month  I  visited  the  city 
of  Naples.  There  I  was  privileged  to  speak 
to  and  meet  with  several  hundred  families 
who  were  leaving  their  native  land  to  be- 
come citizens  of  our  land. 

There  is  no  more  difficult  decision  men 
can  make  than  to  leave  their  homeland  and 
their  family  ties  to  begin  life  anew  in  another 
land.  In  this  office  I  think  always  of  the 
more  than  40  million  men  and  women  who 
since  1820  have  made  that  choice.    A  Presi- 


dent has  no  greater  duty  than  to  use  every 
strength  and  talent  to  keep  America  as  a 
land  to  which  many  will  want  to  come — and 
none  will  want  to  leave. 

We  must  have  laws  regarding  immigra- 
tion. Personally,  I  believe  our  laws  should 
not  say  that  the  relatives  of  any  Americans 
are  not  welcome  to  become  Americans  them- 
selves. We  are  committed  to  eliminating 
discrimination  in  our  society.  I  believe  we 
should  also  eliminate  discrimination  in  the 
laws  relating  to  those  who  would  join  our 
society  from  abroad. 

The  strength  of  our  Nation  has  been  built 


1090 


Lyndon  B.  Johnson,  ig6}-ig64 


Sept.  i8    [582] 


from  many  groups  from  many  lands. 

No  group  has  contributed  more — ^few 
have  contributed  so  much — as  the  sons  and 
daughters  of  Italy. 

History  sometimes  turns  on  small  things. 
I  often  think  back  to  the  anxious  years  im- 
mediately after  World  War  II — the  year  of 
the  Italian  elections.  The  whole  history  of 
the  postwar  world — ^and  the  struggle  be- 
tween communism  and  freedom — ^might 
have  been  different  if  we  had  not  learned 
to  love  and  trust  the  Italian  people  as  friends 
and  neighbors  in  America. 

On  the  cornerstone  of  that  friendship, 
trust  and  closeness,  America's  policy  of 
strength  against  Communist  aggression  and 
subversion  was  built.  Today  we  rejoice  in 
the  freedom,  the  success,  and  the  high 
promise  of  modern  Italy. 

I  am  very  proud  today  that  Americans 
who  bear  fine  Italian  names  play  such  an 
important  role  in  our  national  life  and  this 
administration.  A  good  many  "firsts"  have 
been  established  these  last  4  years.  There  is 
Secretary  Celebrezze  in  the  Cabinet.  Sena- 
tor Pastore  was  keynoter  of  the  Democratic 


National  Convention.  Here  in  the  White 
House,  always  at  my  side,  is  Jack  Valenti. 

I  have  learned  one  thing  from  my  associa- 
tion with  them  and  others.  My  Italian 
friends  are  very  persuasive. 

You  have  been  very  persuasive  this  after- 
noon. As  far  as  I  am  concerned,  I  believe 
we  should  have  another  first — a  stamp  com- 
memorating this  first  great  project  named 
after  an  Italian. 

If  I  have  any  influence  with  the  Post  Office 
Department,  and  I  think  that  I  may,  we 
will  issue  the  stamp. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  12:32  p.m.  in  the 
Cabinet  Room  at  the  White  House  to  a  group  o£ 
Congressmen  and  prominent  ItaUan-Americans  who 
had  asked  him  to  recommend  the  issuance  of  a 
stamp  to  commemorate  the  dedication  on  Novem- 
ber 21  of  the  Verrazano-Narrows  Bridge  linking 
Staten  Island  and  Brooklyn,  N.Y.  In  the  course 
of  his  remarks  the  President  referred  to  Anthony 
J.  Celebrezze,  Secretary  of  Health,  Education,  and 
Welfare,  John  O.  Pastore,  Senator  from  Rhode 
Island,  and  Jack  Valenti,  Special  Consultant  to  the 
President. 

The  stamp  was  first  issued  in  Staten  Island,  N.Y., 
in  conjunction  with  the  opening  of  the  bridge. 

As  printed,  this  item  follows  the  prepared  text 
released  by  the  White  House. 


582    Remarks  to  Members  of  the  NATO  Parliamentarians 
Conference.     September  18,  1964 


IT  IS  a  great  pleasure  to  welcome  to  the 
White  House  this  morning  the  NATO 
parliamentarians . 

They  are  concerned  with  a  project  that  is 
of  vital  importance  to  all  of  the  free  world 
in  the  Atlantic  Alliance,  and  I  am  pleased 
that  I  was  able  to  spend  a  few  moments 
with  them  in  the  Fish  Room. 

I  know,  from  what  Congressman  Wayne 
Hays  of  Ohio  has  told  me,  how  much  the 
parliamentarians  have  done  to  plan  to  en- 
sure that  this  great  instrument  of  the  de- 
fense of  freedom  will  flourish  and  continue 


to  keep  the  peace. 

The  parliamentarians  not  only  understand 
the  problems  of  the  alliance  but  they  have  the 
capacity  and  the  ability  to  translate  con- 
structive ideas  into  effective  and  practical 
policies.  The  alliance  owes  a  great  deal  to 
the  vigorous  and  constructive  leadership  that 
these  parliamentarians  have  provided. 

We  are  proud  of  NATO's  accomplish- 
ments. It  has  been  tested  many  times,  and 
each  test  has  brought  new  confidence,  new 
strength,  and  new  stature  for  this  great 
organization. 
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I  participated  in  its  formation,  and  I  have 
contributed  all  I  could  to  its  support  and 
maintenance. 

NATO  has  done  more  than  provide  an 
effective  system  of  defense.  In  President 
Truman's  v^ords,  it  has  permitted  us 
".  .  .  to  get  on  with  the  real  business  of 
government  and  society,  the  business  of 
achieving  a  fuller  and  happier  life  for  all 
of  our  citizens." 

I  think  it  v^^ould  be  very  dangerous  for 
us  to  take  this  alliance  for  granted.  Danger 
is  less  apparent  now  but  it  certainly  has  not 
disappeared.  The  building  of  an  effective 
defense  system  is  and  must  be  a  continuing 
task  for  all  of  our  countries. 

There  remains  a  great  challenge,  of  course, 
to  move  on  to  the  closest  partnership.  This 
requires  understanding  and  cooperation. 
There  will  be  differences  between  us  at 
times  on  tactics  and  procedures.  But  over 
those  differences,  all  of  which  are  a  part  of 
the  democratic  alliance,  we  really  have  built 
a  fundamental  unity. 

We  are  all  determined  to  preserve  our 
freedom.  We  are  all  committed  to  give 
further  substance  and  purpose  to  tlie  alliance. 
And  here  the  parliamentarians  play  a  very 


important  role.  Their  legislative  experience 
and  their  political  role  give  us  a  special  op- 
portunity to  insure  that  the  goals  of  the  al- 
liance are  achieved. 

The  United  States  has  made  certain  com- 
mitments both  real  and  substantial,  and  we 
will  meet  them  all.  Let  no  one,  ally  or  ad- 
versary, ever  doubt  America's  determination 
to  fulfill  its  role  in  the  alliance,  to  live  up  to 
its  obligations. 

We  are  grateful  for  your  contributions. 
Your  studies  and  your  actions,  your  recom- 
mendations and,  most  of  all,  your  firm  com- 
mitment to  the  purposes  of  NATO  are  in- 
valuable as  we  seek  to  build  a  deepening 
partnership  of  free  nations  within  the  alli- 
ance. 

I  am  delighted  that  you  could  come  here 
and  exchange  viewpoints  with  us.  You 
have  my  best  wishes  for  your  every  success. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  i  :25  p.m.  in  the  West 
Lobby  of  the  White  House.  Early  in  his  remarks 
he  referred  to  Representative  Wayne  L.  Hays  of 
Ohio,  United  States  member  and  a  vice  president 
of  the  NATO  Parliamentarians  Conference. 

Members  of  the  Conference,  an  organization  con- 
sisting of  one  member  from  each  of  the  15  NATO 
countries,  were  in  the  United  States  to  visit  various 
military  installations. 


583    Remarks  to  the  President's  Advisory  Council  on 
Federal  Reports.    September  i8,  1964 


I  AM  very  happy  and  glad  to  have  the  op- 
portunity this  morning  to  meet  in  the  Cabi- 
net Room  with  the  members  of  the  Presi- 
dent's Advisory  Council  on  Federal  Reports. 

We  have  been  talking  about  the  elimina- 
tion of  unnecessary  reports  to  the  agen- 
cies of  the  Federal  Government. 

The  question  is  not  vv^hether  we  should 
do  away  with  these  reports.  The  question 
is  whether  we  are  getting  the  right  reports 
from  the  right  sources  or  whether  we  are 


burdening  the  American  businessman  by 
asking  him  for  reports  that  we  could  do 
without. 

There  are  two  ways,  we  think,  to  deal  with 
this  problem. 

The  first  and  the  best  is  to  question  the 
need  for  every  new  report.  Once  we  cross 
that  bridge  and  launch  a  new  report,  there  is 
not  much  we  can  do  about  it. 

Working  with  the  Bureau  of  the  Budget, 
these  men  have  been  able  to  point  out  the 
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effects  on  business  and  the  cost  of  business 
that  these  report  requirements  make. 

We  have  suggested  better  and  simpler 
ways  of  getting  the  information,  and  these 
men  have  given  us  very  important  advice  at 
the  right  time  before  it  is  too  late.  We  are 
trying  to  search  out  and  eliminate  all  re- 
ports that  the  Government  requires  that  may 
have  outlived  their  usefulness. 

Last  March  I  put  out  a  memorandum  to 
every  agency  of  the  Government  to  launch 
a  four-point  drive: 

First,  to  simplify  all  Government  reports. 

Second,  to  abolish  as  many  reports  as 
possible. 

Third,  to  save  time  for  the  individual 
businessman  as  w^ell  as  the  industry  he 
represents. 

Fourth,  to  make  better  use  of  the  efforts  of 
Government  employees. 

Through  last  July  31,  v^e  eliminated 
or  simplified  536  reports.  This  reduced  the 
annual  number  of  responses  by  almost  3  mil- 
lion. A  total  of  260  forms  involving  2  mil- 
lion responses  were  completely  eliminated 
and  276  forms  eliminating  an  additional  mil- 
lion responses  were  simplified. 

In  the  same  period  146  new  reports  were 
started. 


So,  in  the  net,  we  managed  to  discontinue 
or  simplify  390  reports,  and  they  represented 
a  total  net  reduction  of  about  2}^  million 
annual  responses. 

I  think  that  is  a  good  record,  but  it  is  not 
good  enough. 

These  men  have  made  a  tremendous  con- 
tribution, and  I  have  called  upon  them  not 
only  to  give  me  additional  advice  on  how 
we  can  encourage  business  instead  of  harass- 
ing it,  how  we  can  eliminate  reports  and 
simplify  them,  but  to  give  me  any  other  con- 
structive suggestions  that  would  improve 
the  relationship  of  private  enterprise  and  the 
United  States  Government  which  the  en- 
terprise system  supports. 

We  have  had  a  very  constructive  meeting. 
I  plan  to  meet  with  them  in  the  future.  And 
next  week  I  will  discuss  this  matter  with  the 
Cabinet  as  well  as  the  managers  of  the  inde- 
pendent agencies  of  the  Government. 

We  have  made  progress  but  we  have  much 
more  progress  in  the  ofEng. 

Thank  you  very  much. 

note:   The  President  spoke   at   1:35  p.m.   in  the 
Cabinet  Room  at  the  White  House. 

In  the  course  of  his  remarks  the  President  re- 
ferred to  his  memorandum  of  March  10,  1964, 
"SimpHfication  or  Elimination  of  Reports  to  the 
Government"  (see  Bureau  of  the  Budget  Bulletin 
64-11). 


584    Statement  by  the  President  on  the  Death  of 

Professor  }.  Frank  Dobie.    September  19,  1964 


OUR  NATION  has  lost  one  of  our  most 
gifted,  colorful,  and  constructive  citizens 
with  the  passing  of  J.  Frank  Dobie.  His  life 
work  of  re-creating  our  rich  regional  heritage 
of  the  conquistadores  and  cowboys  restored 
for  future  generations  a  treasure  that  might 
otherwise  have  been  lost. 

Mrs.  Johnson  and  I  cherished  for  many 
years  the  candor  and  compassion  of  Profes- 


sor Dobie.  All  of  us  can  be  grateful  that 
only  5  days  before  he  died  Professor  Dobie 
received  the  Medal  of  Freedom,  our  Nation's 
highest  civil  award,  in  recognition  of  the 
contribution  he  made  as  a  writer  and  teacher 
to  the  enrichment  of  our  American  heritage. 

note:  For  Dr.  Dobie's  citation  at  the  Presidential 
Medal  of  Freedom  ceremonies,  see  Item  568. 
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585    Message  to  Prime  Minister  Olivier  on  the  Occasion  of  the 
Independence  of  Malta.    September  20,  1964 

[  Released  September  20,  1964.    Dated  September  18,  1964  ] 


Dear  Mr,  Prime  Minister: 

Congratulations  and  best  wishes  on  the 
occasion  of  Malta's  independence. 

The  establishment  of  Malta  as  an  inde- 
pendent state  is  a  tribute  to  you,  the  British 
Government,  and  the  people  of  Malta.  The 
United  States  has  been  deeply  impressed  by 
the  leadership  and  courage  you  have  pro- 
vided in  your  country's  efforts  to  achieve  its 
independence  and  secure  its  freedom. 

Malta  is  v^ell  knov^n  to  us.  We  have  wel- 
comed thousands  of  Maltese  to  our  shores. 
Our  mariners  have  been  warmly  received  by 
your  islands  since  the  days  of  our  own  inde- 
pendence. In  the  field  of  science,  the  dis- 
covery of  the  undulant  fever  germ  by  Sir 
Themistocles  Zammit  epitomizes  the  devel- 
opment of  Malta's  many  skills.  Malta's 
unflinching  steadfastness  during  World  War 
II  symbolized  the  strength  of  the  Maltese 
throughout  an  epic  history.  We  in  the 
United  States  look  forward  to  seeing  the 
friendly  ties  already  established  between  us 


grow  stronger  in  the  years  ahead. 

I  am  happy  to  have  Mr.  Richard  W. 
Renter,  the  Director  of  the  Food  for  Peace 
Program,  as  my  representative  and  Special 
Ambassador  at  the  independence  cere- 
monies. He  is  a  distinguished  United  States 
public  servant  who  has  worked  closely  with 
me,  and  he  has  a  particular  sympathy  for 
the  great  principles  of  freedom  for  which  you 
stand.  Also  representing  me  will  be  Mr. 
Joseph  Calleja,  the  Director  of  the  Maltese 
Information  Center  in  Detroit,  Michigan. 

I  am  confident  that  Malta's  role  as  an 
independent  member  of  the  community  of 
nations  will  be  bright  and  constructive.  We 
look  forward  to  working  together  with  you 
and  your  government  and  your  people  in  the 
great  causes  of  our  time — the  promotion  of 
peace,  freedom,  and  democracy. 
Sincerely, 

Lyndon  B.  Johnson 

[The  Right  Honorable  Dr.   Giorgio   Borg  Olivier, 
Prime  Minister,  Valletta,  Malta] 


586    Remarks  at  the  Dedication  of  the  Morgantown, 
W.  Va.,  Airport.    September  20,  1964 


Senator  Randolph,  Senator  Byrd,  Governor 
Barron,  my  old  friend  Hulett  Smith,  Mayor 
Buehler,  my  able  Administrator,  Mr.  Hal- 
aby,  distinguished  Members  of  Congress, 
Mr,  Hechler,  Mr,  Staggers,  my  longtime 
friends  and  distinguished  guests  on  the 
platform: 

It  is  a  great  pleasure  to  be  here  with 
you  on  this  delightful  Sunday  afternoon. 
This  airport  represents  the  triumph  of  a 
dream  and  a  test  of  the  power  of  unity. 


For  three  decades  you  have  worked  to 
make  this  modern  airport  come  true.  Your 
faith  and  energy  have  surmounted  every 
difficulty.  The  people  of  Morgantown  can 
look  forward  to  a  brighter  and  a  more  hope- 
ful life  because  of  this  work  that  you  have 
done. 

This  airport  was  not  the  work  of  any 
single  group.  It  was  built  by  the  coopera- 
tion of  civic  groups  and  local  officials,  of 
city.  State,  and  Nation. 
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It  is  proof  that  if  we  work  with  each  other, 
instead  of  fight  each  other,  there  is  no  limit 
to  what  we  can  accomplish.  And  what  is 
true  for  Morgantown  is  true  for  America. 

I  want  to  commend  the  people  of  West 
Virginia  for  the  high  quality  of  public  serv- 
ants that  they  have  selected.  I  know  of  no 
Members  of  the  Senate  with  whom  I  have 
ever  served  that  have  been  more  diligent 
or  more  devoted  than  your  able  Senators, 
Jennings  Randolph  and  Bob  Byrd.  I  deeply 
appreciate  the  assistance  they  have  given  me 
every  time  I  have  called  upon  them  to  be 
of  help. 

I  am  grateful  for  the  fine  work  that  your 
Congressman  Hechler  and  Congressman 
Staggers  and  other  Members  of  the  West 
Virginia  delegation  have  given  me,  and  the 
cooperation  they  have  extended  during  the 
time  I  have  been  President. 

In  the  years  to  come,  by  working  together, 
group  with  group,  section  with  section,  we 
will  defeat  the  forces  of  division  and  we  will 
keep  our  country  moving  ahead. 

The  hills  and  valleys  of  this  State  still 
echo  to  the  memory  of  a  great  American,  and 
a  great  friend  of  West  Virginia,  John  Fitz- 
gerald Kennedy. 

He  often  talked  to  me  about  this  State. 
He  often  talked  to  me  about  these  people. 
He  spoke  of  your  problems,  the  strength 
of  your  people,  the  courage  with  which  you 
faced  hardship;  always  the  warmth  of  your 
hospitality. 

He  wanted  so  much  to  help  West  Vir- 
ginia. Not  because  you  helped  him,  but  be- 
cause he  believed  the  progress  of  West  Vir- 
ginia was  a  test  of  the  greatness  of  all  of 
America. 

So  I  come  here  this  afternoon  to  tell  you 
that  I  share  his  belief,  and  I  will  carry  on 
with  his  work. 

West  Virginia  is  making  progress. 

Unemployment  has  declined  43  percent. 


New  food  stamp  programs  are  giving 
strength  to  the  hungry. 

Training  programs,  area  redevelopment 
programs,  the  Appalachian  program,  the 
poverty  program,  will  all  give  people  the 
skills  to  find  new  jobs.  They  will  develop 
industry  to  provide  those  jobs. 

West  Virginia  has  known  more  than  its 
share  of  poverty  and  idleness  and  hunger. 
But  let  no  one  say  this  was  because  your 
people  were  lazy,  or  indifferent,  or  with- 
out initiative. 

West  Virginians  opened  our  earliest  fron- 
tiers. West  Virginians  brought  forth  the 
resources  which  made  America  grow.  West 
Virginians  went  forth  by  the  tens  of  thou- 
sands to  fight  for  their  country.  And  thou- 
sands of  West  Virginian  boys,  your  boys, 
now  lay  beneath  foreign  soil,  a  monument  to 
the  courage  and  the  patriotism  of  the  people 
of  West  Virginia.  You  have  provided  heroes 
in  war  and  you  have  provided  builders  in 
peace. 

West  Virginia  has  given  much  to  the  land 
we  love,  the  land  of  America.  America  must 
never  forget  it,  and  it  will  not  forget  it  as 
long  as  I  am  President. 

I  have  traveled  through  your  State  and 
I  have  talked  to  your  people.  I  have  found 
strong  men  and  women,  willing  to  help 
at  all  times.  I  have  found  men  who  want 
nothing  more  than  a  chance  to  use  their 
minds  and  their  hands  to  provide  for  their 
families,  and  to  build  for  their  country. 

We  are  going  to  give  them  that  chance. 
We  are  going  to  do  it  because  it  is  right;  we 
are  going  to  do  it  because  it  is  our  duty; 
we  are  going  to  do  it  because  America  needs 
a  strong  and  a  growing  and  a  prosperous 
West  Virginia. 

The  problems  of  West  Virginia,  your 
problems,  are  a  consequence  of  national 
progress.  Industry  has  moved  to  new  mar- 
kets.   Machines  have  replaced  men.    New 
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resources  have  taken  the  place  of  old.  These 
changes  were  inevitable.  They  have  been 
part  of  the  growth  of  a  mighty  nation.  Now 
the  Nation  must  help  those  who  have  been 
left  behind. 

From  the  beginning  of  our  history  Gov- 
ernment has  helped  provide  opportunity  to 
the  people.  The  canals  and  the  public  works 
of  the  years  before  the  Civil  War  were  built 
by  Government  and  private  enterprise  to- 
gether. The  lands  of  the  West  were  thrown 
open  to  the  settlers  by  the  Government.  Un- 
der Abraham  Lincoln  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment stimulated  education  through  the  land 
grant  colleges.  All  of  these  actions  provided 
new  jobs  and  new  chances  for  business,  and 
new  stimulation  to  growth. 

This  partnership  and  this  responsibility 
is  the  oldest  American  tradition.  It  is  one 
that  we  recognize,  and  I  pledge  you  it  is  one 
that  we  plan  to  continue. 

Giving  a  man  a  chance  to  work  and  feed 
his  family  and  provide  for  his  children  does 
not  destroy  his  initiative.  Hunger  destroys 
initiative.  Hopelessness  destroys  initiative. 
Ignorance  destroys  initiative.  A  cold  and  an 
indifferent   government   destroys   initiative. 

We  are  going  to  strike  away  the  condi- 
tions which  damage  a  man's  dignity  and  self 
respect,  and  capacity  for  fulfillment.  We  are 
going  to  gvjQ.  every  man  the  chance  to  build 
his  own  place  in  this  abundant  land  of  ours. 
And  by  doing  this  we  are  going  to 
strengthen  the  initiative  of  the  individual, 
strengthen  the  freedom  of  the  Nation,  and 
bring  prosperity  to  all  of  our  people. 


There  are  some  among  us  who  need  more 
skills  and  a  chance  to  work.  There  are  the 
hungry  still  to  be  fed  and  the  sick  to  be 
tended,  and  the  old  to  be  given  dignity  in 
the  twilight  of  life.  This,  too,  is  part  of 
America's  responsibility.  God  has  com- 
manded us,  "They  shall  not  harden  their 
hearts  to  the  needy." 

The  day  America  hardens  its  heart,  the 
day  the  fortunate  turn  away  from  the  help- 
less, the  day  compassion  turns  to  indiffer- 
ence, on  that  day  we  will  begin  to  decline 
from  greatness.  So  let  us  pray  that  that 
day  never  comes. 

Franklin  Roosevelt  once  said,  "Too  many 
who  prate  about  saving  democracy  are  really 
only  interested  in  saving  things  as  they  were. 
Democracy  should  concern  itself  also  with 
things  as  they  ought  to  be." 

This  ought  to  be  a  land,  a  nation,  a  coun- 
try with  compassion  for  the  helpless.  This 
ought  to  be  an  opportunity  for  all  who  seek 
a  better  life. 

Yes,  this  is  the  concern  of  our  democracy. 
And  that  is  the  road  that  we  are  going  to 
take  as  long  as  I  am  the  leader  of  this 
country. 

Thank  you. 

note:  The  President  spoke  in  the  midafternoon. 
In  his  opening  words  he  referred  to  Jennings  Ran- 
dolph and  Robert  C.  Byrd,  Senators  from  West 
Virginia,  William  W.  Barron,  Governor  of  West 
Virginia,  Hulett  C.  Smith,  Democratic  candidate  for 
Governor  of  West  Virginia,  Arthur  W.  Buehler, 
mayor  of  Morgantown,  W.  Va.,  N.  E.  Halaby,  Ad- 
ministrator, Federal  Aviation  Agency,  and  Ken 
Hechler  and  Harley  O.  Staggers,  Representatives 
from  West  Virginia. 


587    The  President's  News  Conference  of 
September  21,  1964 


THE  PRESIDENT,  [i.]  I  ha ve  just  put  together 
three  appointments  for  the  Comsat  Board — 
Communications  Satellite.  It  is  a   12-man 


board,  and  3  appointments  by  the  President. 
I  have  appointed  Mr.  Frederic  Donner,  who 
is  chairman  of  the  Board  of  General  Motors, 
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and  has  been  since  1958.  I  delayed  you  a 
litde  bit  because  I  had  to  have  his  accept- 
ance. I  just  received  it.  I  have  Mr.  George 
Meany,  the  president  of  the  AFL-CIO.  I 
v^ill  have  Mr.  Clark  Kerr,  president  of  the 
University  of  California.  Those  are  the 
three  Presidential  appointees. 

Q.  How^  is  that  name  spelled? 

THE  PRESIDENT.  D-o-u-u-e-r.  This  has  re- 
quired a  good  deal  of  study  and  discussion, 
and  I  feel  very  pleased  that  these  men  have 
indicated  their  willingness  to  make  a  sacri- 
fice to  lend  their  peculiar  and  unusual  talents 
to  the  direction  of  this  great  adventure  be- 
tw^een  Government  and  free  enterprise. 
Needless  to  say,  all  of  them  have  a  good  many 
duties  at  the  present  time,  but  because  I 
pointed  out  the  need  for  their  experience 
and  their  broad  knov^ledge,  they  accepted 
membership. 

[2.]  That  is  about  all  I  have  to  tell  you. 
I  will  go  over  some  travel  plans  that  I  have 
as  nearly  as  I  can  make  them.  I  hope  you 
will  be  understanding  with  me  in  case  I 
have  to  adjust  them  or  modify  them  in  some 
ways.  Sometimes  we  have  to  make  adjust- 
ments from  time  to  time. 

On  Friday  morning  I  will  be  in  El  Paso 
to  meet  with  President  Lopez  Mateos. 

We  will  then  go  to  Oklahoma  to  dedicate 
the  dam  30  miles  south  of  Muskogee.  That 
is  a  long-standing  commitment  I  made  to 
dedicate  this  dam,  the  Eufaula  Dam. 

I  will  then  go  on  to  Oklahoma  City  to 
speak  at  the  Oklahoma  State  Fair.  I  had 
agreed  with  Congressman  Albert,  the  Ma- 
jority Leader,  and  with  Mr.  Monroney,  head 
of  the  fair  association,  some  time  ago,  to  be 
there. 

On  Monday,  September  28th,  I  hope  to 
visit  the  New  England  States.  I  hold  an 
honorary  degree  from  Brown  University, 
and  I  have  had  a  very  warm  feeling  for 


that  institution,  and  particularly  for  President 
Keeney,  which  I  formed  through  Senator 
Green,  who  is  a  member  of  the  board  of 
trustees  there.  I  hope  to  be  able  to  call  on 
them.  They  asked  me  last  spring  to  come 
see  Senator  Green  and  speak  at  the  univer- 
sity. I  agreed  to  it  if  the  good  Lord  was 
willing  and  the  creeks  didn't  rise.  So  I  am 
going  to  be  there  on  the  morning  of  Sep- 
tember 28th  at  the  university's  bicentennial 
convocation.  It  is  a  long-standing  engage- 
ment, but  unless  something  intervenes,  you 
can  plan  to  be  there  with  me. 

I  would  like  to  go  on  to  Hartford,  Conn.^ 
at  noon,  and  to  make  stops  in  Maine,  New 
Hampshire,  and  Vermont  before  returning 
to  Washington. 

Q.  The  same  day? 

THE  PRESIDENT.  Yes.  On  Tuesday,  Sep- 
tember 29th,  I  will  be  visiting  Mr.  Brosio, 
the  Secretary  General  of  NATO.  The  visit 
will  start  here,  and  where  it  will  end  up  we 
are  still  planning,  but  it  will  probably  be  at 
one  of  our  interesting  installations  that  com- 
mand his  interest.  It  will  be  something  that 
he  would  like  to  see.  It  could  be  a  naval 
installation,  a  missile  installation,  or  some- 
thing else. 

On  Thursday,  October  ist.  Dr.  Milton 
Eisenhower,  president  of  Johns  Hopkins 
University,  has  invited  me  to  speak  to  the 
student  body  and  the  faculty  of  that  school, 
and  I  have  accepted. 

On  Monday  and  Tuesday,  October  5th  and 
6th,  just  before  you  ladies  take  off  on  that 
train  with  Lady  Bird,  we  will  have  President 
Macapagal  of  the  Philippines  here  for  a  state 
visit  that  has  been  planned  for  many  months 
now.  I  believe  that  is  the  time  that  Lady 
Bird  leaves  on  her  trip. 

On  Wednesday,  it  is  likely  that  I  will  be 
in  the  Midwest  to  make  a  political  speech. 
I  will  give  you  more  details  as  soon  as  we 
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finish  out  some  of  the  arrangements  that 
are  being  made  now  by  the  security  people 
and  by  the  advance  people. 

Q.  Of  this  week? 

THE  PRESIDENT.  No,  October  7th. 

On  Thursday,  the  8th,  I  will  be  in  Cleve- 
land, Ohio,  for  a  Democratic  dinner,  and 
there  make  a  Democratic  campaign  speech. 

I  have  some  other  plans,  but  they  are 
tentative  and  they  involve  other  foreign 
visitors,  and  I  don't  think  I  had  better  an- 
nounce them  here  until  we  coordinate  with 
their  announcements,  so  we  will  not  create 
problems  for  them,  but  I  will  give  you  them 
a  little  later. 

[3.]  I  will  answer  any  questions  you 
have  that  are  important,  and  then  I  am 
going  to  walk  around  at  least  once  or  twice, 
around  the  back  here.  I  am  going  to  take 
a  short  walk  and  a  longer  swim,  but  I  have 
some  appointments  around  12:30.  I  will 
be  glad  to  answer  any  questions  you  have 
here.  I  gave  you  this  before  we  started  the 
walk  because  somebody  told  me  Muriel^ 
has  not  permanently  fixed  the  heel  on  her 
shoe,  and  I  didn't  want  her  to  take  notes  on 
the  trot. 

[4.]  Q.  Speaking  of  your  travel,  do  you 
envision  anything  beyond  the  campaign, 
specifically,  trips  abroad  ?  Tokyo  hears  you 
might  go  there,  and  Latin  America  hears 
you  might  go  there.  Have  you  thought 
anything  about  such  trips  at  all  abroad  ? 

[The  question  was  answered  on  a  "bac\ground 
basis."] 

[5.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  sir,  do  you  have 
any  further  information  on  what  may  have 
happened  in  the  Gulf  of  Tonkin  and,  if  so, 
what  do  you  think  were  the  motives  of 
whatever  these  ships  were  that  approached 
the  destroyers  ? 

THE  PRESIDENT.  This  is  for  background. 

^Muriel  Dobbin  of  the  Baltimore  Sun. 


No,  I  will  let  it  stand  for  the  record. 

I  have  no  further  information  on  the  inci- 
dent other  than  that  given  you,  other  than 
the  information  you  received  Saturday  on 
a  background  basis.  I  am  unable  to  speak 
with  any  authority  on  the  motives  of  the 
persons  you  referred  to. 

On  Friday  morning  at  around  9  o'clock, 
which  was  around  9  o'clock  in  the  evening 
in  the  Tonkin  Gulf,  we  received  a  flash 
information  that  has  been  described  to  you, 
namely,  that  ships  were  approaching  our 
destroyers.  The  ships  were  unidentified; 
that  a  warning  shot  was  being  fired;  and 
that  they  would,  pursuant  to  orders,  fire 
additional  shots  in  order  to  protect  and 
defend  themselves. 

So  I  received  that  information  from  Sec- 
retary McNamara.  I  asked  to  be  informed 
immediately  upon  receipt  of  any  other  infor- 
mation. I  conferred  with  the  National 
Security  Adviser  and  asked  him  to  meet 
with  the  appropriate  officials  of  State  and 
Defense  and  keep  me  informed  from  time 
to  time. 

It  was  night  out  there,  and  it  was  day 
here,  Friday.  I  was  later  informed  that  the 
ships  or  the  unidentified  vessels  continued 
to  approach  our  two  destroyers  and  they 
opened  fire.  The  ships  disappeared.  They 
would  keep  us  informed.  Planes  had  been 
launched  and  were  in  the  air  to  protect  the 
destroyers  and  to  conduct  a  search,  and  to 
contribute  anything  they  could  contribute 
during  the  darkness  of  the  night. 

As  we  went  into  Friday  night,  which  was 
morning  out  there,  during  Friday  night  the 
members  of  our  fleet  and  our  planes  spent 
the  daylight  hours  out  there,  the  night  hours 
here,  attempting  to  conduct  adequate  recon- 
naissance, locate  any  hostile  vessels  that 
might  be  in  the  area. 

Saturday  morning,  which  was  the  end  of 
the  day  out  there,  they  notified  us  of  their 
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reports  through  the  Commander  in  Chief 
of  the  Pacific,  and  CINCPAC,  both  of  whom 
evaluated  their  reports,  which  were  brought 
to  me  here  in  the  Cabinet  Room.  I  spent 
2  hours  reviewing  them  with  the  Secretary 
of  Defense,  the  Chairman  of  the  Joint  Chiefs 
of  StafI,  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  my  secu- 
rity people. 

At  that  time  I  directed  Mr.  McNamara 
and  the  Chairman  of  the  Joint  Chiefs  to 
issue  an  operational  statement  giving  you  all 
the  facts  that  we  had  been  able  to  confirm 
from  the  first  daylight  hours  surveillance 
we  could  make,  and  the  first  reports  we 
could  finalize  on  that  reconnaissance,  and 
to  give  you  specific  times  and  locations  and 
area  and  types  of  ships,  and  all  of  the  details 
that  they  could  from  an  operational  stand- 
point, because  it  has  been  the  custom  of  the 
President  in  my  relationship  to  you  to  have 
operational  things  decided  by  operational 
people  relayed  to  you  because  they  have  a 
knowledge  of  it,  and  they  have  a  duty  and 
obligation  to  maintain  a  relationship  with 
the  people  in  the  field. 

At  the  same  time  I  informed  them  that 
I  would  be  giving  a  full  background  to  the 
people  who  covered  the  White  House.  As 
soon  as  they  left  here,  I  proceeded  to  call  for 
you  and  you  were  in  here  shortly  thereafter. 

\The  remainder  of  the  President's  answer  was  on  a 
"background  basis. "^ 

[6.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  the  President  of 
Mexico,  Lopez  Mateos,  has  already  an- 
nounced detailed  plans  for  the  development 
of  the  Chamizal  Zone  on  the  Mexican  side, 
and  the  El  Paso  Times  would  like  to  know 
what  you  are  going  to  announce  for  the 
American  side. 

THE  PRESIDENT.  We  will  scc,  and  I  will  be 
in  touch  with  you. 

[7.]  Q.  There  is  a  strike  deadhne  of 
6  a.m.  tomorrow  set  by  various  rail  unions. 


Do  you  have  any  plans  to  ask  for  a  postpone- 
ment in  that  strike  deadline? 

THE  PRESIDENT.  I  have  nothing  I  would 
like  to  say  at  this  point  in  connection  with 
those  negotiations. 

[8.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  has  there  been 
any  information  at  all  that  would  suggest 
whether  these  boats  in  the  Tonkin  Gulf 
were  torpedo  boats  like  they  were  before, 
or  larger  ones? 

THE  PRESIDENT.  I  think  you  will  have  to 
stay  with  the  announcement  that  Mr.  Mc- 
Namara gave  that  came  from  CINCPAC 
because  I  think  it  reflects  exactly  what  hap- 
pened and  is  about  all  of  the  sure  informa- 
tion they  have.  They  saw  unidentified 
vessels  on  their  radar  and  I  don't  think  I  can 
go  beyond  that.  It  is  not  because  I  don't 
want  to,  but  I  don't  have  any  additional 
information. 

[9.]  Q.  On  the  west  coast  trip,  everyone 
feels  you  were  way  ahead  in  stating  your 
visit,  but  they  felt  this  was  overconfidence 
and  this  was  something  you  were  going  to 
have  to  overcome  by  shaking  up  the  Demo- 
cratic organization.  Have  you  talked  over 
that  problem  of  overconfidence  yet? 

THE  PRESIDENT.  First,  I  dou't  think  it 
exists.  I  think  we  all  recognize  that  a  very 
important  decision  is  going  to  be  made  in 
November.  I  think  every  patriotic  Ameri- 
can will  want  to  participate  in  that  decision 
wherever  he  is. 

My  wife  is  certainly  not  overconfident,  be- 
cause she  is  exploring  where  she  is  going  to 
vote  in  absentia.  Before  a  very  important 
election  her  car  was  turned  over  and  a  re- 
porter asked  her,  "What  was  your  first 
thought  when  you  came  to?"  and  she  said, 
"I  wished  I  had  voted  absentee." 

So  we  don't  believe  in  overconfidence. 
We  think  that  the  people  want  to  hear  from 
us,  they  want  to  get  our  viewpoints  on  pub- 
lic questions,  they  want  to  know  how  we 
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stand  on  issues,  so  we  are  going  to  be  vis- 
iting all  over  this  country.  I  expect,  myself, 
I  v^ill  be  in  many,  many  States. 

I  don't  have  any  accurate  poll  on  them, 
but  to  just  pick  a  figure  out  of  the  air,  I 
v^ould  think  nov^^,  since  I  have  been  Presi- 
dent, the  10  months  and  maybe  11  months 
by  election  time,  that  I  will  be  in  States  that 
involve  a  population  of  125  million  and  prob- 
ably more  than  30  States.  I  know  that  Luci 
told  me  that  she  was  finishing  10  that  she 
had  been  in.  Lynda  Bird  has  been  in  8  or 
10,  and  Mrs.  Johnson  is  going  to  be  in  some 
20-odd. 

Luci  moved  her  father's  presidential  cam- 
paign into  Indiana  yesterday  and  brought 
3,000  Hoosiers  screaming  to  their  feet  with 
a  plea,  "Help  me  ring  the  bell  for  freedom." 
So  I  hope  she  is  not  criticized  now  for 
leaving  out  the  word  "freedom"  there.  At 
least  Luci  does  her  own  speeches  and  she 
won't  take  any  recommendations  from  any- 
one. I  found  that  out  the  other  evening 
when  I  tried  to  make  a  suggestion  to  her. 

We  will  all  be  giving  our  viewpoints,  the 
family,  in  places  where  we  can.  I  will  join 
Mrs.  Johnson's  train,  I  hope,  someplace  for 
an  appearance,  and  both  girls  will  be  with 
her  in  and  out  where  the  school  duties  per- 
mit, and  I  will  be  in  as  many  States  as  my 
Presidential  duties  permit.  I  would  like 
nothing  better,  if  I  could  do  it,  to  be  in  all 
States.  I  hope  to  be  in  them  all  while  I  am 
President,  and  I  hope  I  don't  have  to  pick 
up  several  between  November  and  January. 

We  think  it  is  good  that  people  in  most  of 
the  States  indicate  their  approval  of  the  job 
that  we  are  doing.  We  want  them  to  con- 
tinue to  indicate  their  approval  right 
through  November  and  right  through  the 
next  4  years.  In  order  to  do  that,  we  are 
going  to  look  them  in  the  eye  like  we  look 
you  in  the  eye,  and  we  are  going  to  talk  to 


them  and  answer  their  questions  and  try  to 
be  available. 

I  am  glad  we  came  in  from  Utah  the 
other  morning.  I  got  to  bed  at  5  and  I  was 
talking  about  the  Tonkin  Gulf  the  next 
morning.  I  was  glad  it  was  9  that  morning 
and  not  the  morning  before,  because  I  would 
have  been  in  Pordand,  Oreg.,  then.  I  could 
have  done  everything  I  did  there,  but  I  was 
just  glad  from  the  public  standpoint  that  I 
was  here.  So  I  will  be  in  and  out  of  this 
office,  and  this  will  have  first  priority.  I 
will  be  President  first,  but  we  will  be  out 
campaigning  when  the  opportunity  permits, 
to  the  extent  it  permits. 

At  the  same  time,  we  will  have  to  dedicate 
airports  and  we  will  have  a  dam  here  and 
there,  and  we  have  visitors  from  here  and 
there,  and  we  will  have  interviews  and  press 
conferences  and  we  will  have  all  of  these 
other  things  that  are  part  of  the  Presidency. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  you  specifically  said 
that  a  couple  of  these  appearances  are  going 
to  be  political.  Does  that  rule  out  politics 
on  the  others? 

THE  PRESIDENT.  I  am  goiug  to  make  a 
Democratic  fundraising  appearance  in  Cleve- 
land. As  I  recall,  that  is  the  only  fund- 
raising  I  make.  I  will  make  Democratic 
appearances  in  New  England  on  behalf  of 
the  Democratic  Party.  I  don't  consider 
when  I  meet  with  you  that  I  am  making  a 
Democratic  appearance.  I  consider  that  I 
am  doing  my  job  as  President,  and  that 
extends  to  a  lot  of  places. 

I  might  go  to  the  Hill  next  week  sometime 
to  have  a  lunch  with  somebody,  and  you 
might  consider  that.  I  notice  some  of  you 
considered  the  California  appearance  a 
political  appearance.  I  don't  care  what  you 
consider  it.  You  have  free  speech.  I  don't 
want  to  guide  the  news.  I  don't  want  to 
try  to  lead  the  news.    You  just  consider 
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what  you  want  them  to.  We  had  members 
of  the  Judiciary,  Republican  Members  of  the 
Senate,  Republican  Party  of  California,  the 
Chief  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and 
folks  of  that  kind.  We  were  in  a  defense- 
interested  State.  I  am  sure  there  were  a 
good  many  Republicans  in  the  audience. 
I  would  think  that  with  a  good  many  peo- 
ple like  that,  there  were  some  Republicans. 
In  fact,  I  saw  two  or  three  folks  that  just 
looked  like  they  were  Republicans. 

When  I  go  to  meetings  like  that,  I  try,  as 
I  do  in  my  hometown  when  I  invite  people 
to  come  in,  I  don't  try  to  be  offensive  with 
them.  All  of  you  thought  my  speech  in 
Detroit  was  a  red-hot  political  speech.  I 
thought  I  was  going  out  at  the  invitation  of 
the  labor  union  in  Detroit  on  Labor  Day  to 
make  a  Labor  Day  speech. 

I  was  very  pleased  that  I  had  not  been 
partisan  in  the  speech  and  had  not  been 
denouncing  any  Republicans  in  the  speech 
when  I  saw  the  distinguished  Republican 
Governor  had  come  there  to  welcome  me. 
I  would  have  felt  a  little  bad  to  invite  him 
into  my  home  and  denounce  the  Republi- 
cans. I  would  have  felt  bad  to  have  him  in- 
vite me  on  the  platform  there  and  then  start 
denouncing  him.  You  can  rate  or  classify 
that  any  way  you  want  to. 

I  know  my  speech  in  Cleveland  will  be 
about  the  Democratic  Party  and  will  be 
charged  for  it,  and  I  know  some  of  my 
speeches  in  New  England  will  be  at  the 
invitation  of  Democratic  people  up  there, 
and  so  forth.  I  don't  consider  reviewing 
a  hurricane  as  a  political  thing.  It  could 
hurt  or  help  you. 

The  President  has  to  do  that  just  as  I  am 
doing  like  I  am  doing  now.    I  will  be  doing 


things  like  that  every  day.  I  don't  think 
you  can  cut  off  all  announcements  and  not 
issue  any  information  and  not  tell  what 
is  happening.  You  will  be  seeing  from  day 
to  day  developments  in  Government  be- 
tween now  and  November.  I  am  President, 
and  if  I  tell  you  about  them  you  will  say 
they  are  political  announcements,  and  if  I 
don't  tell  you,  you  will  say  we  are  guiding 
the  press. 

Q.  Are  you  going  to  Atlantic  City  to- 
morrow? 

THE  PRESIDENT.   YeS. 

Q.  Where  are  you  going  to  be  on  Election 
Day? 

THE  PRESIDENT.  I  don't  kuow.  We  have 
not  planned  that  far  ahead. 

I  am  going  to  make  a  speech  to  the  Steel- 
workers.2  I  did  last  year,  and  the  year  be- 
fore in  Miami.  I  agreed  to  do  this  sometime 
ago,  and  I  will  go  up  and  come  right  back. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  the  Steelworkers  are 
probably  concerned  about  labor-manage- 
ment. Can  you  characterize  the  Chrysler- 
Ford  contract  for  us? 

THE  PRESIDENT.  No,  I  dou't  think  I  would. 
I  will  give  some  thought  this  evening  to 
what  I  say  to  the  Steelworkers  and  I  will  try 
to  work  out  something  to  them  that  will  be 
satisfactory. 

Q.  Might  your  trip  to  El  Paso  include  a 
trip  to  Los  Angeles? 

THE  PRESIDENT.  I  don't  think  so. 

Douglas  Cornell,  Associated  Press:  Thank 
you,  Mr.  President. 

note:  President  Johnson's  thirty-first  news  confer- 
ence was  held  in  his  oflSce  at  the  White  House  at 
12:31  p.m.  on  Monday,  September  21,  1964. 


*  See  Item  589. 
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588    Remarks  to  a  Group  of  Representatives  of  Fraternal 
Organizations.    September  21,  1964 


THIS  house  is  your  house,  this  house  is  the 
house  of  all  the  people  of  this  land.  This 
office  I  hold  is  your  office,  it  is  the  office  of 
all  the  people  of  this  country. 

In  this  spirit,  I  asked  you  to  come  here 
today  and  I  am  proud  to  welcome  each  and 
every  one  of  you. 

I  do  not  know  your  politics.  I  do  not 
care  about  your  partisanship.  I  do  know, 
and  I  do  care,  and  I  do  need  your  leader- 
ship. 

If  we  are  to  remain  a  great  nation,  we 
must  be  led  by  great  people.  That  means 
leadership  at  every  level,  in  every  section  of 
this  great  country,  in  every  segment  of  our 
great  society. 

America  is  not,  America  must  never  be, 
led  by  one  man  alone.  Leadership  is  a  first 
duty  for  all  190  million  Americans — whether 
private  citizen  or  public  servant. 

Today  we  are  all  challenged  to  stand  up 
and  be  counted.  In  our  cities  and  commu- 
nities, as  well  as  in  our  country,  we  are 
summoned  to  stand  up  and  be  counted  as 
leaders  for  American  unity,  and  for  Ameri- 
can understanding.  America's  progress  you 
have  heard  reviewed.  That  progress  must 
be  continued. 

We  are  prosperous  today — ^more  prosper- 
ous than  any  people  have  ever  been  at  any 
time. 

We  are  prepared  today — better  prepared 
than  ever  before  in  all  of  our  history. 

In  the  last  4  years  the  American  people, 
through  the  American  Congress  made  up  of 
both  parties,  have  appropriated  from  $40  to 
$50  billion  more  for  defense  and  space  alone 
than  would  have  been  appropriated  if  we 
had  appropriated  for  each  one  of  those  4 
years  the  same  amount  we  did  in  i960.    So 


we  increased  the  yearly  expenditure.  For 
defense  and  space  alone  we  upped  it  by  $10 
billion.  Today  we  have  the  best  prepara- 
tion that  we  have  ever  had  and  it  is  a  result 
of  the  very  heavy  expenditures  that  our  tax- 
payers have  permitted  through  their 
Congress. 

We  are  at  peace  today — and  we  are  more 
determined  to  preserve  peace  than  ever  be- 
fore in  our  life. 

Now  I  do  not  need  to  tell  you,  but  you 
know,  and  I  know,  that  we  live  in  a  world 
of  peril. 

Our  success,  the  strength  and  unity  of 
our  society,  are  the  targets  of  every  tyrant 
in  the  world. 

If  tyrants  are  to  work  their  will  upon  the 
world,  the  first  thing  they  must  do  is  to 
spoil  America's  success;  the  next  thing  they 
must  do  is  to  subvert  America's  strength; 
and,  above  all,  they  must  divide  us  before 
they  conquer  us. 

That  is  our  challenge.  That  is  yours 
and  mine. 

That  is  why,  since  I  assumed  the  office 
of  President,  I  have  not  indulged  in  any 
name  calling.  And  no  single  statement  of 
mine  has  been  calculated  to  array  class 
against  class  or  race  against  race  or  the  rich 
against  the  poor  or  color  against  color  or 
religion  against  religion  because  we  need 
all  the  strength  and  all  the  power  that  all  the 
diversity  of  our  people  will  permit. 

The  great  strength  of  our  Nation  is  that 
we  have  been  a  melting  pot.  And  we  have 
drawn  upon  the  best  from  many  lands  and 
we  have  brought  them  here  and  demon- 
strated that  these  men  can  and  do  work 
shoulder  to  shoulder,  side  by  side  for  a 
strong,  freedom-loving  country. 
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Abraham  Lincoln  once  said:  "If  destruc- 
tion be  our  lot,  we  must  ourselves  be  its 
author  and  finisher.  As  a  nation  of  free 
men,  we  must  live  through  all  time  or  die 
by  suicide." 

I  am  determined  that  America  shall  stand, 
I  am  determined  that  America  shall  live, 
through  all  time. 

That  is  why  I  have  called  you  here  today 
to  ask  your  help  in  the  work  of  preserving 
American  unity. 

Wherever  you  live,  whatever  your  station 
in  life,  there  is  much  work  to  do.  We  must 
answer  the  voices  of  hate  with  works  of 
love.  We  must  meet  the  shrill  cries  of  fac- 
tion with  the  steady  and  sober  voice  of 
reason. 

We  must  make  it  clear,  to  all  abroad  and 
to  all  at  home,  that  America  will  never 
permit  itself  to  be  divided.  Creed  will  not 
be  set  against  creed;  color  will  not  be  set 
against  color;  origin  will  not  be  set  against 
origin;  native  born  will  not  be  set  against 
foreign  born;  section  will  not  be  set  against 
section. 

I  know  this  is  the  kind  of  America  that 
our  forefathers  intended.  I  know  that  it  is 
the  kind  of  America  that  you  want,  and  I 
believe  that  it  is  the  kind  of  America  that 
the  members  of  your  organizations  want. 

This  is  the  spirit  that  motivates  the  work 
of  your  organizations. 

You  have  ministered  to  the  needy  in  times 
of  need.  You  have  provided  scholarships 
and  educational  opportunity  for  those  that 
are  hungering  to  learn.  You  have  given 
hospital  and  medical  services  to  the  sick 
and  to  the  aged.  You  have  brought  pleas- 
ure and  happiness  to  many  Americans  who 
have  not  always  had  access  to  the  fullest 
measure  of  the  blessings  of  men. 

On  this  principle  the  great  organizations 
that  you  represent  have  grown  and  prospered 
in  America.    Since  the  first  of  your  organi- 


zations were  begun  a  century  ago  you  have 
now  grown  to  more  than  two  hundred  in 
number  that  make  up  the  invitation  list  here 
today. 

Today  you  insure  the  lives  of  more  than 
10  million  people — i  out  of  every  19  in  this 
country — ^for  almost  $12  billion.  You  in- 
vest the  assets  of  more  than  $3  billion  in  the 
economy  of  this  country. 

You  make  America  stronger  because  you 
care  about  the  lot  and  the  life  of  the  people 
who  live  here. 

That  is  the  real  spirit  of  our  land,  and 
that  is  the  kind  of  a  spirit  that  we  must  never 
lose. 

Compassion  never  corrupts  a  nation. 
Compassion  has  always  been,  and  must 
always  be,  a  vital  part  of  the  strength  of 
America. 

We  must  care  about  the  rights  of  our 
fellow  man  as  much  as  we  care  about  the 
rights  of  our  own.  For  none  of  us  is  free 
unless  all  of  us  are  free;  none  is  strong  unless 
all  are  strong;  none  of  us  can  live  in  dignity 
unless  all  of  us  live  in  decency. 

Our  Nation's  motto — E  Pluribus  Unum — 
means  "From  Many,  One."  It  is  in  this 
spirit — this  constant  striving  to  build  one 
nation  and  one  people  from  many  nationali- 
ties— that  has  made  our  land  what  it  is 
as  we  leave  here  this  afternoon. 

Woodrow  Wilson  once  said:  "I  hope  we 
shall  never  forget  that  we  created  this  na- 
tion, not  to  serve  ourselves,  but  to  serve 
mankind." 

And  that  is  what  I  hope  you  will  take 
home  from  this  meeting  today:  that  this 
Nation  was  not  born  just  to  serve  ourselves; 
it  was  born  to  serve  all  mankind. 

So  today  I  call  upon  you  to  answer  your 
Nation's  challenge,  to  answer  it  by  being 
leaders  for  a  united  America,  united  and 
indivisible  under  God.  For  he  whom  the 
gods  would  destroy,  they  first  make  mad. 
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And,  we  might  add,  they  next  divide. 

It's  been  wonderful  to  have  you  here  this 
afternoon.  I  hope  that  you  can  come  into 
the  next  room,  that  I  can  meet  each  one  of 
you  individually.  I  would  be  very  happy 
to  have  any  suggestions  that  you  would  care 
to  communicate  to  me  any  time. 

I  believe  that  you  feel  as  I  do  that  we  have 
a  wonderful  country,  that  we  cannot  just 
take  things  for  granted  and  sit  in  a  rocking 
chair  and  let  the  rest  of  the  world  go  by. 
We  have  much  to  preserve,  much  to  pro- 
tect— and  eternal  vigilance  is  necessary. 


note:  The  President  spoke  in  the  late  afternoon  in 
the  East  Room  at  the  White  House.  Before  speak- 
ing he  introduced  Averell  Harriman,  Under  Secre- 
tary of  State,  Douglas  Dillon,  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  and  Kermit  Gordon,  Director,  Bureau  of 
the  Budget,  each  of  whom  spoke  briefly  on  a  phase 
of  Government  work  in  their  individual  agencies. 
The  President  also  introduced  Luther  H.  Hodges, 
Secretary  of  Commerce,  John  A.  Gronouski,  Post- 
master General,  Anthony  J.  Celebrezze,  Secretary  of 
Health,  Education,  and  Welfare,  Raymond  F.  Farrell, 
Commissioner  of  Immigration  and  Naturalization, 
LeRoy  Collins,  Director,  Community  Relations  Serv- 
ice, Department  of  Commerce,  G.  Mennen  Williams, 
Assistant  Secretary  of  State  for  African  Affairs,  and 
Michel  Cieplinski,  Deputy  Assistant  Secretary  of 
State  for  Administrative  Affairs. 


589    Remarks  in  Atlantic  City  at  the  Convention  of  the  United 
Steelworkers  of  America.    September  22,  1964 


President  McDonald,  delegates  of  the  United 
Steelworkers: 

I  had  so  much  fun  here  the  last  time  that 
I  thought  I  would  come  back  to  Atlantic 
City. 

Were  you  pleased  with  the  results  of  the 
last  Adantic  City  convention?  Well,  that 
is  wonderful.  I  was  a  litde  worried  at  first 
whether  they  made  the  right  choice — ^for 
Miss  America. 

I  am  not  here  today  as  a  partisan.  I  am 
not  going  to  make  a  political  appeal.  I 
think  that  you  should  support  any  candidate 
of  any  party  who  favors  strong  and  progres- 
sive labor  unions. 

In  1937  you  won  your  first  contract  with 
United  States  Steel.  And  I  entered  the 
United  States  Congress  that  same  year.  We 
have  come  a  long  way  together  since  that 
day,  and  we  are  going  to  keep  moving 
forward  together  for  many  years  to  come. 

I  remember  in  1938  voting  for  a  25-cent 
an  hour  minimum  wage  bill.  They  said 
that  would  wreck  my  political  career.  They 
said  that  act  would  wreck  organized  labor. 
But  here  we  are. 


There  were  also  those  who  said  that  act 
would  doom  free  enterprise  and  would 
destroy  American  freedom.  And  they  made 
those  same  worn  out,  discredited  arguments 
against  every  piece  of  progressive  legislation 
from  social  security  to  the  war  against 
poverty.  They  are  the  same  old  arguments 
made  in  the  same  old  way  and  written,  I 
suspect,  by  the  same  old  man.  And  they  are 
just  as  wrong  in  1964  as  they  were  in  1938. 

Neither  you  nor  I,  nor  the  American  peo- 
ple have  heeded  those  voices  of  doom  and 
despair. 

The  gains  of  the  past  30  years  have  not 
been  easy  gifts.  We  fought  for  them 
through  a  long  and  a  bitter  depression.  We 
maintained  them  through  a  hard  and  a 
bloody  war.  We  advanced  them  through 
an  uneasy  and  a  perilous  peace.  And  we  are 
going  to  keep  and  strengthen  them  through 
the  years  of  challenge  and  promise  which 
lie  ahead. 

We  will  never  return  to  economic  stagna- 
tion and  national  drift.  We  will  not  return 
to  declining  employment  at  home  and  de- 
clining prestige  abroad.    We  will  not  ne- 
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gleet  our  duty  toward  the  helpless  or  the 
demands  of  our  oppressed. 

We  will  keep  moving  toward  a  nation 
where  every  man  can  find  work  and  a  fair 
reward  for  his  labor,  where  the  old  can  live 
in  decency  and  the  poor  can  reach  for  dig- 
nity, where  no  man  suffers  from  fear  or 
hatred  and  where  every  man  can  seek  ful- 
fillment and  hope. 

That  has  been  the  30-year-old  goal  of  this 
progressive  union.  That  is  the  goal  of  all 
American  labor.  That  is  the  goal  of  most 
Americans  of  every  section  and  every  in- 
terest. And  that  is  the  goal  toward  which  I 
hope  to  lead  all  America. 

In  this  pursuit,  America  needs  the  vision 
and  the  vitality  of  responsible  unions. 
Under  the  presidency  of  Dave  McDonald, 
this  union  has  charted  a  path  of  progress 
and  has  brought  strength  to  all  the  Ameri- 
can people.  Every  member  of  this  union, 
from  east  or  west  or  north  or  south,  can  be 
proud,  as  I  am  proud,  of  the  role  that  each 
of  you  have  played. 

Your  Human  Relations  Committee  has 
established  a  fruitful  pattern  of  day  in  and 
day  out  relations  between  the  employer  and 
the  union.  You  have  moved  steel  toward 
an  era  of  creative,  constructive  bargaining, 
recognizing  that  labor  and  management 
have  a  common  stake  in  each  other's  welfare, 
and  in  the  health  of  the  entire  economy. 
You  have  shown  the  way  to  absorb  enormous 
change  with  enlarged  production,  and  with- 
out infringing  the  interests  of  your  workers. 

You  have  done  this  because  your  test  is  not 
just  what  is  good  for  workers  or,  for  that 
matter,  not  just  what  is  good  for  labor. 
Your  test  is  today,  and  has  been  through 
the  years:  if  this  is  good  for  my  country,  if 
this  is  good  for  America,  this  is  good  for  me. 

And  you  have  been  wise  enough  to  know 
that  what  is  good  for  America  is  also  good 
for  the  American  labor  movement. 


There  will  still  be  differences  and  difficul- 
ties. But  we  approach  the  future  bound  to- 
gether in  a  common  awareness  that  there  is 
much  more  to  be  gained  through  coopera- 
tion than  conflict,  much  more  to  be  gained 
through  greater  rewards  in  harmony  than 
in  hostility,  a  brighter  future  for  all  of  us 
in  unity  instead  of  unrest. 

Recent  years  have  given  us  proof  of  this 
belief.  We  are  today  in  the  43d  month 
of  the  longest,  strongest  unbroken  peace- 
time expansion  in  American  history.  This 
year,  for  the  first  time,  we  have  broken  the 
barrier  of  70  million  jobs,  and  right  now 
we  are  creating  additional  new  jobs  at  the 
rate  of  100,000  every  month.  Average 
manufacturing  earnings  have  risen  nearly 
16  percent,  and  weekly  earnings  in  the 
primary  metals  industry  have  jumped  23 
percent. 

The  fact  is  that  wages  are  higher,  employ- 
ment is  higher,  profits  are  higher,  and  the 
economy  is  stronger  than  at  any  time  in 
American  history. 

And  this  is  a  proud  record.  But  it  is 
characteristic  of  the  American  labor  move- 
ment that  we  must  never  be  satisfied  with 
past  achievement.  And  I  am  not  satisfied, 
either.  If  there  are  any  who  think  we  have 
hit  our  peak,  that  we  can  just  stand  pat, 
or  keep  cool,  or  sit  back  in  our  rocking 
chair  and  enjoy  the  status  quo,  that  we  have 
finally  reached  the  promised  land,  they  bet- 
ter get  out  of  our  way,  because  I  tell  you 
they  will  be  run  over  by  a  marching 
America. 

We  have  a  threefold  task. 

First,  we  must  extend  our  prosperity  to 
all  Americans.  Your  government  is  com- 
pletely committed  to  full  employment  and 
the  eradication  of  poverty  in  the  United 
States. 

Second,  we  must  avoid  the  pitfalls  of 
recession.    A  recession  today,  like  those  of 
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the  1950's,  would  mean  a  loss  of  $20  billion 
a  year  in  production,  a  loss  oi  1V2  million 
jobs,  a  40  percent  rise  in  unemployment. 
And  America  just  cannot  afford  a  recession 
like  that. 

Third,  we  must  harness  the  forces  of 
enlarging  technology  and  expanding  popu- 
lation in  order  to  improve  the  life  of  all  of 
our  people.  By  1970  our  labor  force  will 
increase  at  twice  the  rate  that  it  has  in  the 
past  decade,  the  past  10  years.  We  will  need 
over  70,000  new  jobs  each  week.  At  the 
same  time,  technological  change  is  eliminat- 
ing unskilled  jobs  and  making  old  skills 
obsolete. 

That  is  the  challenge  of  our  future.  If  we 
master  it,  we  can  enter  a  new  era  of  Ameri- 
can greatness.  If  we  run  from  it,  it  will 
overwhelm  us.  I  have  no  doubt  about  the 
choice  that  America  will  make.  And  I 
have  no  doubt  what  the  steelworkers  will 
do  about  it. 

Because  if  you  can  judge  the  future  by  the 
past,  I  am  here  to  say  to  you  in  the  Presi- 
dency and  the  Congress  no  union  in  America 
has  gotten  up  earlier,  stayed  up  later,  done 
more  to  help  this  President  and  help  all  the 
people  of  this  country  than  the  United  Steel- 
workers  of  America.  And  we  have  just 
begun  to  march. 

How  do  we  intend  to  ensure  continued 
prosperity  in  the  face  of  these  powerful 
forces  ? 

First,  we  will  continue  a  fiscal  policy 
which  expands  purchasing  power  to  meet 
our  power  to  produce.  Our  tax  cut,  which 
you  helped  us  pass  through  the  Congress, 
was  a  part  of  this  policy.  And  in  the 
months  ahead  we  will  not  permit  Federal 
revenues  to  become  a  drag  on  our  economy. 
Next  year  we  are  going  to  cut  excise  taxes. 

Second,  in  every  area  we  will  extend  the 
hand  of  cooperation,  not  coercion.  We  will 
say  to  business,  the  employer,  and  to  labor. 


the  employee,  "Your  Government  extends 
you  the  hand  of  encouragement,  not  the  fist 
of  harassment."  We  will  ask  both  business 
and  labor  to  join  us  under  the  tent  that  will 
keep  prices  in  this  country  stable.  That 
stability  is  the  key  to  increased  purchasing 
power  at  home.  It  is  the  key  to  an  in- 
creased progress  in  the  world  market. 

Third,  we  will  encourage  the  expansion 
and  the  modernization  of  American  industry 
through  tax  incentives  and  through  increased 
research. 

Fourth,  we  will  work  to  provide  our  peo- 
ple with  the  skills  and  the  knowledge  that 
they  need  to  find  a  place  in  a  changing  econ- 
omy. We  have  come  to  understand,  in  the 
past  few  years,  that  economic  growth  alone 
will  not  solve  all  of  our  problems.  Men 
and  women  without  education  and  without 
training  cannot  be  absorbed  by  advancing 
opportunity. 

Fifth,  we  will  extend  the  helping  hand  of 
a  just  nation  to  the  poor  and  to  the  helpless 
and  to  the  oppressed.  We  will  do  this 
through  a  program  of  medical  care  under 
social  security  for  all  older  Americans.  We 
will  do  this  through  strengthened  unem- 
ployment compensation  and  minimum 
wages.  We  will  do  this  through  fair  and 
just  and  equal  opportunity  for  every  Amer- 
ican of  every  race,  color,  religion,  and  belief. 

And  we  will  do  all  these  things  because 
we  love  people  instead  of  hate  them;  because 
we  have  faith  in  America,  not  fear  of  the 
future;  because  you  are  strong  men  of  vision 
instead  of  frightened  crybabies;  because  you 
know  it  takes  a  man  who  loves  his  country 
to  build  a  house  instead  of  a  raving,  ranting 
demagog  who  wants  to  tear  down  one. 

Well,  no  one  has  anything  to  fear  in  our 
beloved  land  from  increasing  opportunity  for 
all  Americans.  History  proves  and  reason 
confirms,  the  more  Americans  who  take  a 
productive  place  in  our  society  the  greater 
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the  prosperity  for  all  o£  us.  The  only  real 
danger  to  any  of  us  is  the  failure  to  use  our 
skills  and  to  use  the  labor  of  all. 

We  need  not  spend  any  time  looking  back. 
But  if  we  did,  we  could  see  what  kind  of 
leadership  produced  the  soup  lines.  And  let 
me  say  this:  If  anyone  thinks  the  American 
people  are  ever  going  back  to  the  soup  line, 
they  don't  know  the  modern  America. 

If  anyone  thinks  that  the  American  peo- 
ple are  going  to  shape  the  future  of  freedom, 
the  prospect  of  prosperity,  the  hope  for  peace 
for  all  of  our  children — ^if  they  think  we  are 
going  to  do  that  on  the  basis  of  fear  and 
prejudice  and  bigotry,  and  hatred  and  di- 
vision, then  I  say  they  just  don't  know  the 
American  people. 

Sixth,  we  will  move  forward  to  meet  the 
great  public  needs  of  our  country,  in  our 
exploding  cities,  in  our  fading  countryside, 
by  beautifying  our  highways  and  cleaning 
out  the  old  second  car  dumps  that  blight 
them;  by  improving  our  crowded  class- 
rooms, and  building  new  schools  with  bet- 
ter teachers;  and  in  every  other  area  which 
has  been  the  victim  of  neglect  or  indiffer- 
ence. 

This  is  not  an  easy  job.  It  will  require 
the  work  and  the  sacrifices  and  the  planning 
of  government  at  every  level.  It  will  re- 
quire the  cooperation  of  labor  and  of  busi- 
ness and  of  private  groups  and  of  private 
citizens. 

But  the  American  labor  movement  has 
never  hesitated  to  work  toward  those  goals, 
and  today  you  are  not  alone.  American 
business  is  with  you.  Most  of  the  American 
people  are  with  you  and  the  President  of  the 
United  States  is  with  you. 

With  these  as  our  policies,  we  can  look 
to  the  future  with  confidence.  We  must 
now  think  not  just  of  next  month,  not  just 
of  next  year.  But  it  is  your  job  and  it  is  my 
job,  and  it  is  your  responsibility  and  it  is 


my  responsibility  to  think  and  to  plan  and  to 
work  for  the  next  generation. 

Many  of  our  children  will  be  working 
when  the  year  2000  rolls  around.  It  sounds 
so  exciting  I  just  wish  I  could  buy  a  little 
slice  of  it  myself,  because  by  then  there  will 
be  330  million  Americans  living  here.  We 
should  have  more  than  120  million  jobs,  and 
if  we  sustain  our  current  progress,  our  gross 
national  product  should  be  more  than  $2.4 
trillion.  And  here  is  something  we  would 
all  like  to  have  even  before  the  year  2000: 
an  average  family  income  twice  what  it  is 
today. 

Well,  that  is  the  goal  of  your  Govern- 
ment's present  economic  policies. 

Our  strides  toward  that  future  will  come 
from  the  unity  that  was  forged  in  the  strug- 
gles of  the  past.  A  united  country,  a  uni- 
fied America,  submerging  petty  difference 
in  common  purpose,  will  find  no  limit  to  its 
achievement. 

We  have  the  knowledge.  We  have  the 
resources.  We  have  the  tools.  All  we  need 
is  the  courage  and  the  faith  and  the  vision. 
And  you  know  in  your  heart  that  I  am 
telling  you  the  truth. 

There  will  be  voices  abroad  in  the  land 
tomorrow  as  there  were  yesterday  who  con- 
stantly tell  you  that  they  won't  or  that  they 
can't.  But  they  did  not  build  this  land. 
And  thank  God  they  have  not  destroyed  it. 
We  ask  for  little,  but  we  will  produce  much. 

A  great  leader  of  this  great  Union  many, 
many  years  ago  inspired  me  with  the  sim- 
plicity and  the  eloquence  and  the  depth  of 
his  compassion  when  he,  Phil  Murray,  said 
"All  the  working  men  and  women  in 
America  want  is  a  rug  on  the  floor,  a  picture 
on  the  wall,  and  music  in  the  home." 

We  have  the  greatest  government  that 
human  ingenuity  ever  fashioned.  We  have 
the  highest  standard  of  living  that  any  peo- 
ple anywhere  ever  enjoyed.    We  are  pre- 
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pared  to  protect  and  to  defend  our  country 
as  we  have  never  been  prepared  before. 

We  are  going  to  seek  peace  in  every  capital 
with  every  person  who  will  meet  us  half- 
way. We  know  the  price  of  destructive 
war.  We  hate  it.  We  love  peace.  We  will 
always  march,  though,  with  our  hand  out 
but  our  guard  up.  We  will  never  bully  or 
threaten  or  intimidate  or  provoke.  But  we 
will  always  stand  firm  to  protect  and  to 
preserve  the  principles  of  freedom  for  which 
our  forefathers  died. 

We  love  our  system  of  government.  It 
has  done  too  much  for  us,  for  us  to  ever 
turn  our  back  upon  it.  But  it  is  a  coopera- 
tive system  that  I  said  earlier  was  based  on 
encouragement  of  all  segments  instead  of 
harassment  of  any. 

If  freedom  in  the  world  survives,  it  will 
be  because  of  the  quality  of  our  system. 
If  we  permit  numbers  alone  to  determine 
whether  freedom  or  communism  prevails, 
the  Communists  have  more  people  in  the 
Soviet  Union  than  we  have  free  people  in 
the  United  States.  Their  resources  are 
many  and  are  extensive. 

But  we  are  relying  on  our  system  because 
the  capitalist  who  can  invest  his  dollar  and 
hope  to  get  back  a  fair  return  without  it 
being  confiscated,  the  manager  who  gets  up 
early  and  works  late  to  plan  that  machinery 
and  those  men,  and  working  together, 
hoping  some  day  that  he  will  get  a  bonus  or 
a  profit-sharing  plan,  the  worker  who  has 
maximum  wages  and  minimum  hours,  and 
other  benefits,  realizing  he  has  the  highest 
standard  of  living  of  any  worker  in  the 
world — all  three  of  those  make  up  the 
American  system  of  free  enterprise.  And 
don't  tell  me  that  they  can't  produce  more, 


faster,  cheaper  than  any  commissar  any- 
where can  direct. 

Yes,  we  have  much  to  preserve,  much 
to  protect.  We  have  a  glorious  future 
ahead  for  ourselves  and  for  our  children  if 
we  only  recognize  it,  if  we  only  put  our 
shoulder  to  the  wheel,  if  we  only  look  for- 
ward to  tomorrow  instead  of  backward  to 
yesterday. 

Beware  of  those  who  fear  and  those  who 
doubt,  and  those  who  rave  and  rant  about 
the  dangers  of  progress.  Beware  of  those 
who  say  "Don't  touch  this,"  "Leave  that 
alone,"  "Let's  wipe  this  out,"  "Let's  go  back 
to  working  by  yourself  against  your 
neighbor." 

Embrace  those  who  tell  you  to  follow  the 
Golden  Rule,  do  unto  others  as  you  would 
have  them  do  unto  you,  and  to  love  thy 
neighbor  as  thyself. 

So  in  this  hour  of  our  great  triumph  here, 
with  all  the  future  open  to  us,  let  us,  in  the 
words  of  the  prophet  Isaiah,  say  to  our  fel- 
low man,  whether  it  is  our  worker  at  the 
lathe,  whether  it  is  our  employer  in  the 
shop,  "Come  now,  let  us  understand  how 
much  we  have  to  lose  by  dividing  instead  of 
uniting,  how  much  we  have  to  lose  by  hating 
instead  of  loving,  how  much  we  have  to  lose 
by  not  having  faith  in  our  country,"  and 
then  ask  the  butcher,  the  baker,  the  candle- 
stick maker  to  all  come  under  our  great 
family  tent  and  let  us  reason  together  to 
produce  the  greatest,  the  richest,  the  finest, 
the  freest  land  in  all  the  world  for  all  the 
people. 

note:  The  President  spoke  in  midmorning  at  Con- 
vention Hall  in  Atiantic  City.  His  opening  words 
referred  to  David  McDonald,  president,  United 
Steel  workers  of  America. 
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Mr.  Carey,  my  fellow  Americans: 

I  wanted  to  come  here  earlier  this  morn- 
ing, but  Jim  Carey  is  rather  conservative  and 
he  reminded  me  that  the  Bible  says,  "The 
sleep  of  the  laboring  man  is  sweet,"  espe- 
cially during  convention  time,  so  I  delayed 
my  arrival  because  in  my  heart  I  knew  he 
was  right. 

This  is  the  season  for  new  television  shows, 
and  I  am  greatly  honored  to  appear  on  your 
six-city  network,  although  I  may  get  some 
mixed  reviews.  I  am  not  particularly  wor- 
ried about  the  Textile  Workers  in  New 
York,  because  with  a  wife  and  two  daugh- 
ters, I  feel  like  I  am  helping  to  maintain  full 
employment  in  the  textile  industry. 

I  am  not  worried  about  the  Missouri  Labor 
Council  in  Kansas  City  because  on  a  lot  of 
things  I  hear  and  read  these  days,  I  am 
from  Missouri,  too.  I  am  not  worried  about 
the  Tobacco  Workers  in  Miami  Beach,  or 
the  United  Rubber  Workers  in  Chicago,  or 
my  friends  out  there  in  St.  Paul,  all  of  whom 
I  hope  are  there  with  us  this  morning. 

I  want  to  salute  each  of  you  and  thank 
you  for  the  privilege  of  visiting  with  you. 
Our  host  here  in  Washington  makes  light 
bulbs,  and  everybody  knows  what  I  do  with 
those. 

So  I  think  I  should  just  begin  this  morn- 
ing by  saying  that  I  hope  all  of  you  got 
enough  sleep  last  night,  because  from  now 
on  you  and  I,  and  really  all  Americans  who 
want  to  live  in  a  decent,  responsible,  peace- 
ful land,  have  much  work  to  do. 

President  Carey,  President  Burdon,  Pres- 
ident Baldanzi,  President  O'Hare,  President 
Olson,  President  Rollings,  to  you  and  to  all 
of  your  members  all  across  the  land  I  have 
come  this  morning  to  ask  all  of  you  to  stand 


up  and  be  counted.  I  ask  you,  I  ask  busi- 
nessmen, I  ask  reasoning  and  responsible 
men  and  women  everywhere  to  stand  up 
and  be  counted  for  the  character  and  the 
conscience  of  their  country. 

That  is  what  is  under  challenge  as  we  meet 
here.  Men  may  speak  of  incidents  that  are 
far  away.  They  may  talk  of  this  headline 
or  that.  They  may  offer  slurs  today  and 
slanders  tomorrow,  and  more  than  that  in 
the  days  to  come.  But  let  there  be  no  mis- 
take; It  is  the  heart  of  our  American  way  of 
life  that  is  under  attack,  and  those  who  love 
it  must  go  forth  to  save  it. 

Americans  are  not  presented  with  a  choice 
of  parties.  Americans  are  not  presented 
with  a  choice  of  liberalism  and  conservatism. 

Americans  are  faced  with  a  concerted  bid 
for  power  by  factions  which  oppose  all  that 
both  parties  have  supported.  It  is  a  choice 
between  the  center  and  the  fringe,  between 
the  responsible  mainstream  of  American  ex- 
perience and  the  reckless  and  rejected  ex- 
tremes of  American  life. 

If  the  challenge  is  loud,  the  call  of  duty  is 
clear. 

We  are  called  upon  to  stand  up  and  be 
counted,  for  we  have  a  duty,  we  have  a  clear 
and  a  compelling  duty,  to  make  it  clear 
that  America  has  not  fallen  and  will  not  fall 
into  the  hands  of  extremists  of  any  stripe. 

A  nation  so  strong  and  free  as  ours  can 
tolerate  the  widest  diversity  of  opinion  and 
belief,  and  it  actually  can  be  made  stronger 
by  full  and  responsible  discussion.  But 
there  come  times  when  men  must  turn  and 
stand  against  those  factions  and  factions  who 
would  lead  the  people  to  believe  that  the 
road  to  individual  freedom  is,  in  reality,  a 
road  to  collective  serfdom. 
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This  generation  of  Americans  must  not 
be  deceived.  The  success  of  our  system 
must  not  be  mocked.  The  factions  which 
bid  for  power  over  your  lives  and  the  lives 
of  your  children,  and  over  the  control  of 
your  government,  bear  many  names,  they 
wear  many  masks,  they  espouse  many 
causes.  But  they  are  united  today — as  they 
have  been  united  for  30  years — by  the  deter- 
mination that  your  country  shall  not  provide 
for  the  general  welfare  of  its  citizens. 

They  may  talk  of  changing  the  world, 
but  what  they  mean  to  change  is  America 
first. 

Before  Viet-Nam  was  a  name,  before  the 
Congo  was  a  map,  before  there  was  a  NATO 
or  a  nuclear  weapon  these  factions  were 
working  here  at  home — working  against 
minimum  wages,  working  against  the  40- 
hour  week,  working  against  social  security, 
working  against  labor's  rights,  working 
against  the  TVA  and  the  REA,  working 
against  slum  clearance  and  public  works, 
working  against  the  United  Nations  and  the 
nuclear  test  ban,  working  against  the 
Alliance  for  Progress,  working  against  aid 
to  our  neighbors  in  the  world. 

Yes,  that  is  where  they  stood  three  decades 
ago,  and  that  is  where  they  stand  today. 
That  is  where  the  line  is  really  drawn  in 
America  in  this  election  year. 

These  factions  despise  the  word  "democ- 
racy," dislike  the  word  "equality,"  and  they 
distrust  the  word  "peace."  They  would 
now  reduce  the  word  "compassion"  to  a 
whisper,  and  they  would  have  us  mention 
it  only  in  apology. 

Well,  on  this  I  refuse  to  turn  and  run. 

So  long  as  I  am  President,  I  intend  to 
honor  the  mandate  of  the  Constitution  that 
I  am  sworn  to  uphold.  I  intend  to  see  that 
this  Government,  as  the  servant  of  this  great 
people,  "provides  for  the  general  welfare." 

Welfare  is  an  old  and  honored  work  of 


our  system.  One  of  the  first  acts  of  the  first 
Congress,  under  President  Washington,  was 
to  provide  pensions  for  invalid  soldiers. 
Under  John  Adams  what  was  to  become  the 
Public  Health  Service  was  established. 
President  Abraham  Lincoln  proposed  the 
first  assistance  for  widows  and  children. 
President  Theodore  Roosevelt  called  the  first 
White  House  Conference  on  Care  of  De- 
pendent Children.  It  was  President 
William  Howard  Taft  who  first  established 
the  Children's  Bureau. 

These  were  works  of  compassion, 
triumphs  of  justice.  But  there  are  factions 
today  which  condemn  social  justice  as  the 
work  of  those  that  were  bent  on  centralizing 
power  in  Washington.  They  forget  their 
history,  and  they  betray  their  ignorance  of 
the  American  people. 

For  in  many  works  of  compassion.  States 
have  led  the  way.  In  1898  Utah  enacted 
an  8-hour  day.  In  1908  Oregon  limited  the 
hours  of  work  for  women.  In  191 1  Illinois 
passed  the  first  statute  providing  mothers 
aid,  the  forerunner  of  aid  to  families  of 
dependent  children.  In  19 14  the  first  old- 
age  pension  was  established  in  a  State  where 
character  has  not  been  collectivized  by  com- 
passion— the  great  State  of  Arizona. 

From  Plymouth  Rock  until  this  day, 
Americans  have  been  careful  about  the  wel- 
fare of  their  fellow  man. 

I  intend  that  we  shall  not  be  turned  from 
this  trait  of  our  American  character,  or  this 
conviction  of  our  American  conscience.  I 
believe  that  we  must,  as  Teddy  Roosevelt 
once  put  it,  guard  "against  two  besetting 
sins — hardness  of  heart  and  softness  of 
heart." 

This  generation  of  Americans  rejects  the 
answer  of  a  welfare  state  for  our  free  society. 
We  reject  the  regimentation  and  the  stifling 
of  incentive  and  the  limiting  of  reward. 
We  reject  the  idea  of  government  decreeing 
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who  shall  work  and  where  they  shall  work, 
or  where  they  and  their  families  shall  live. 

Here  in  America  we  know  there  is  for  us 
a  better  way.  We  have  fashioned  in  our 
years  a  good  society.  We  shall,  in  the  years 
to  come,  dedicate  ourselves  to  making  it 
great.  The  object  of  all  we  do  is  to  give 
our  people  a  fair  start  or  a  new  start  in  the 
race  of  life,  whatever  lot  they  are  born  to, 
whatever  fate  may  befall  them. 

I  believe  that  I  know  the  American  peo- 
ple. I  know  that  they  do  not  intend,  on  this 
summit  of  our  success,  to  forget  or  to  ignore 
those  who  need  our  help  to  make  the  climb. 
We  have  work  to  do,  not  work  to  quit. 

America  must  keep  her  trust  with  her 
senior  citizens.  We  must  let  them  provide 
for  their  hospital  care  and  nursing  home 
care  through  social  security.  We  must  con- 
cern ourselves  with  the  level  of  their  income. 
We  must  attack  the  problem  of  their  hous- 
ing, which  is  too  often  inadequate  and  too 
often  takes  more  than  half  of  their  income. 

But  America  must  keep  her  trust  with  her 
children,  because  in  6  more  years  there  will 
be  10  million  more  young  Americans — 10 
million  more  between  the  ages  of  5  and  17, 
5  million  more  between  18  and  21,  and  here 
again  we  must  be  concerned  with  the  level 
of  income  on  which  many  are  supported. 
We  must  make  sure  that  they  can  meet  their 
health  needs.  We  must  act  in  every  way 
to  strengthen  the  life  of  their  families.  We 
must  make  sure  that  every  boy  and  girl  in 
America  has  all  the  education  that  they  can 
use. 

We  must  be  concerned  with  the  nearly 
2  million  juveniles  who  get  into  trouble 
each  year  with  the  law.  We  must  focus 
our  concern  on  the  causes  of  their  troubles, 
not  only  on  the  youths  themselves. 

Yes,  to  you  good  members  of  this  honor- 
able and  responsible  union  there  is  work 
for  you  to  do,  for  us  to  do — work  to  build 


this  good  society  better,  work  to  make  this 
strong  country  the  foundation  of  a  great 
and  a  compassionate  civilization. 

This  is  the  American  way  of  life,  and  this 
is  the  way  that  is  under  attack  today  from 
the  fringe  and  from  the  extremes.  I  call 
upon  you,  here  and  now,  to  begin  this  hour 
to  start  fighting  in  order  to  save  it. 

Our  directions  and  our  destiny  must  not 
be  placed  in  the  hands  of  those  who  would 
steer  a  reckless  and  a  callous  course.  We 
must  be  guided  not  by  those  whose  compass 
points  backward,  but  by  those  whose  eyes 
and  hearts  are  fixed  on  the  stars  that  lead  us 
forward. 

We  have  no  time  for  arrogance  or  bellig- 
erence. We  have  no  time  for  callousness  or 
contempt,  either  in  the  policies  of  our  Nation 
or  in  the  hearts  of  our  leaders. 

Our  duty,  our  opportunity,  is  to  fulfill 
the  rights  of  all  men  all  over  our  land,  not 
only  because  we  shall  be  judged  more  by 
what  we  do  at  home  than  what  we  preach 
abroad,  but  because  it  is  right. 

Once  a  visitor  said  to  President  Lincoln, 
"We  trust,  sir,  that  God  is  on  our  side." 
The  Great  Emancipator  turned  to  him  and 
said  quietly,  "It  is  more  important  to  know 
that  we  are  on  God's  side." 

So  we  come  not  with  any  venom  in  our 
blood  or  any  hate  in  our  soul,  or  any  vicious- 
ness  in  our  voice  this  morning.  We  come 
and  say,  let  us,  then,  on  this  day  and  in  this 
year,  all  of  us  as  good  Americans  who  want 
to  do  what  is  best  for  our  country,  who  want 
to  do  what  is  best  for  all  the  people  of  this 
great  land — ^let  us  be  sure  that  the  course 
that  we  set  for  our  Nation  is  on  God's  side. 

And  what  is  that  course?  It  is  a  course 
of  peace,  it  is  a  course  of  understanding,  it 
is  a  course  of  living  by  the  Golden  Rule, 
doing  unto  others  as  you  would  have  them 
do  unto  you.  You  will  be  condemned  and 
criticized  as  Lincoln  was.    You  will  be  mis- 
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represented  and  vilified  as  Roosevelt  was. 
But  you  must  follow  in  your  dealings  with 
your  fellow  man  and  with  your  relations 
with  other  nations  a  course  of  justice  to  all, 
special  privilege  to  none. 

You  must  follow  a  course  of  compassion 
and  courage.  You  must  love  thy  neighbor 
as  thyself,  and  you  must  try  to  point  the  way, 
and  to  lift  up  the  weak  so  that  he,  too,  may 
be  strong.  Yes,  you  must  point  a  course  of 
courage  in  these  trying  times  when  smear 
and  fear  and  intolerance  are  abroad  in  the 
land,  the  same  courage  that  brought  this  Na- 
tion into  existence,  the  same  courage  that 
held  this  Union  together. 

The  same  courage  that  crossed  the  oceans 
on  two  occasions  in  our  lifetime  to  preserve 
freedom  in  the  world  was  never  needed  more 
than  it  is  needed  today.  Unless  I  miss  my 
guess,  it  has  never  been  possessed  to  a  greater 
degree  than  it  is  possessed  today  in  the  souls 
of  each  of  you  who  sit  in  this  room. 

Yes,  we  know  not  what  the  future  may 
bring.  We  know  not  how  we  may  be  led. 
We  know  not  what  may  be  God's  will. 


But  His  course  is  to  do  justice,  to  love  mercy, 
and  to  walk  humbly.  I  would  like  to  feel, 
as  I  leave  this  room  and  return  to  the  lonely 
acres  that  are  surrounded  by  a  big,  black, 
iron  fence,  that  whatever  I  do,  wherever 
I  go,  wherever  my  decisions  may  lead  us, 
I  will  have  your  prayers  and  your  support. 
Thank  you. 

note:  The  President  spoke  in  midmorning  in  the 
Presidential  Ballroom  at  the  Statler  Hilton  Hotel  in 
Washington.  His  opening  words  referred  to  James 
B.  Carey,  president  of  the  International  Union  of 
Electrical,  Radio,  and  Machine  Workers.  During 
the  course  of  his  remarks  the  President  referred  to 
George  Burdon,  president,  United  Rubber,  Cork, 
Linoleum,  and  Plastic  Workers  of  America,  George 
Baldanzi,  president,  United  Textile  Workers  of 
America,  John  O'Hare,  president.  Tobacco  Workers 
International  Union,  R.  A.  Olson,  president,  Min- 
nesota AFL-CIO  Federation  of  Labor,  and  John  I. 
Rollings,  president,  Missouri  State  Labor  Council, 
AFL-CIO. 

The  President's  remarks  were  carried  by  closed 
circuit  TV  to  the  international  conventions  of  the 
United  Rubber  Workers,  in  Chicago,  the  United 
Textile  Workers,  in  New  York  City,  and  the  To- 
bacco Workers,  in  Miami  Beach,  and  to  the  State 
conventions  of  the  Minnesota  AFL-CIO,  in  St.  Paul, 
and  the  Missouri  AFL-CIO,  in  Kansas  City.  The 
remarks  were  also  broadcast  by  radio  to  20  cities 
throughout  the  United  States. 
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I  AM  delighted  to  have  a  chance  to  meet 
briefly  with  you  gentlemen  and  to  thank 
you  for  undertaking  to  serve  as  members 
of  a  panel  of  private  citizens  to  w^ork  with 
us  in  the  quest  for  peace.  You  gendemen 
symbolize  a  tradition  which  goes  back  for 
a  quarter  of  a  century — the  tradition  of  non- 
partisan service  on  matters  of  war  and  peace. 
I  see  Democrats  who  have  served  in  Repub- 
lican administrations,  Republicans  who  have 
served  with  Democratic  administrations, 
and  a  number  of  men  who  have  held  office 


under  both  parties.  And  these  party  affilia- 
tions really  don't  matter  very  much  com- 
pared to  the  common  concern  and  the  great 
operating  principles  of  our  American  foreign 
policy.  There  are  four  of  these  principles, 
and  you  gendemen  have  worked  for  all  four 
of  them. 

The  first  is  that  the  United  States  must 
be  strong  in  her  arms  and  strong  in  her  will. 
When  I  look  at  General  Bradley  and  Dr. 
Kistiakowsky  and  Mr.  Dulles,  when  I  think 
of  Mr.  Lovett,  who  can't  be  with  us  today. 
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I  am  looking  at  men  who  played  a  great  role 
in  building  the  strength  we  now  have.  We 
have  kept  on  in  this  same  tradition  in  the 
last  4  years,  and  we  believe  the  balanced 
strength  of  the  United  States  has  never  been 
greater  than  it  is  today. 

But  there  is  always  work  to  be  done  to 
keep  our  defenses  strong  and  up  to  date, 
and  we  look  forward  to  the  advice  and 
counsel  which  you  gentlemen  will  bring  in 
coming  discussions  of  defense  planning  for 
the  future. 

Second,  the  United  States  yields  to  no  one 
in  her  loyalty  to  friends  and  allies.  With  us 
today  we  have  Mr.  Acheson,  Mr.  McCloy, 
and  Mr.  Hoffman,  architects  of  the  recovery 
of  Europe  and  the  Atlantic  Alliance.  West- 
ern Europe  has  never  been  more  secure,  and 
the  future  of  Atlantic  freedom  never  more 
bright  that  it  is  today.  The  leaders  of  that 
continent  rightly  seek  a  growing  role  in  the 
common  cause  of  freedom.  The  differences 
and  difficulties  which  lie  ahead  of  us  are  the 
product  of  success,  not  failure.  As  we  go 
on  in  this  great  work,  our  friends  in  Europe 
will  be  encouraged  in  the  knowledge  that 
we  shall  have  advice  like  yours  to  guide  us. 

I  am  particularly  glad  to  have  the  help  of 
such  men  as  Mr.  Acheson  and  Mr.  McCloy 
as  our  minds  turn  to  the  future  of  central 
Europe,  and  as  we  renew  our  determination 
to  work  for  the  freedom  and  reunion  of  the 
people  of  divided  Germany.  One  of  the 
great  achievements  of  the  last  generation  is 
that  we  have  built  mutual  trust  between 
democratic  Germany  and  the  United  States, 
while  never  forgetting  the  proper  interests 
of  other  allies  or  even  the  legitimate  con- 
cerns of  adversaries.  In  that  tradition  we 
shall  continue,  with  your  help. 

And  we  shall  show  equal  good  faith  to 
other  friends  and  allies  in  other  continents 
as  well.  Today  this  determination  finds  its 
hardest  test  in  the  difficult  and  demanding 


task  of  helping  a  young  nation  to  grow  and 
defend  itself  against  Communist  terror  and 
domestic  disorder — ^the  Republic  of  Viet- 
Nam. 

We  are  not  discouraged  by  difficulty,  nor 
will  we  let  ourselves  be  deflected  by  partisan 
critics.  In  Viet-Nam  today,  the  best  of 
Americans,  from  private  to  Ambassador,  are 
making  their  sacrifice  in  this  hard  cause  on 
the  spot.  They  too  will  be  encouraged  to 
know  that  the  Government  in  Washington 
can  call  on  men  like  you  for  help  and  coun- 
sel as  this  I  o-y ear-long  commitment  of  three 
administrations  is  continued. 

Third,  the  United  States  has  been  not 
merely  the  strongest  of  all  Nations,  and  the 
most  reliable  of  allies,  but  the  leader  in  prov- 
ing that  we  accept  the  responsibilities  of  the 
rich  and  strong.  In  the  Marshall  plan,  which 
Mr.  Hoffman  ran,  and  the  World  Bank, 
where  Mr.  Black  and  Mr.  McCloy  achieved 
so  much,  and  later  still  in  the  Alliance  for 
Progress,  where  Mr.  Moscoso  will  always  be 
remembered,  we  have  been  willing  and 
ready  to  help  free  men  to  help  themselves. 

And  I  agree  with  what  General  Eisen- 
hower used  to  say  year  after  year — ^that  these 
programs  are  a  great  bargain  for  our  own 
national  security.  Year  after  year,  as  the 
Democratic  Majority  Leader,  I  worked  to 
support  the  Republican  President  in  defend- 
ing these  programs,  which  have  no  constit- 
uency of  their  own.  The  freedom  of 
Europe,  the  great  hopes  of  India  and  Paki- 
stan, the  new  glow  of  confidence  in  South 
America,  are  the  product  of  this  national, 
bipartisan  effort. 

Fourth,  and  finally,  the  policy  of  the 
United  States  is  not  simply  peace  through 
strength,  but  peace  through  positive,  persist- 
ent, active  effort. 

For  20  years,  in  five  administrations,  we 
have  been  first  in  our  support  for  the  United 
Nations — and  many  of  you  like  Mr.  Cowles, 
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Mr.  Leibman,  Mr.  Larson,  and  Mr.  Wads- 
worth,  have  been  among  its  most  deter- 
mined friends. 

For  20  years,  in  the  age  of  the  atom,  we 
have  been  first  in  the  search  for  effective 
disarmament.  Mr.  Acheson,  Mr.  Dean,  and 
Mr.  McCloy  have  played  great  roles  in  that 
continuing  effort. 

For  20  years,  in  crisis  after  crisis,  we  have 
sought  the  way  of  reason  and  restraint.  No 
great  power  in  all  history  has  a  better  record 
of  respect  for  the  rights  of  others. 

So  we  are  strong  in  our  defenses,  loyal  in 


our  alliances,  responsive  to  the  needs  of 
others,  and  passionate  in  the  positive  search 
for  peace.  This  is  the  kind  of  people  we 
are — this  is  the  kind  of  service  you  have 
given.  This  is  the  foreign  policy  which 
will  continue,  with  your  help,  in  the  years 
ahead. 

note:  The  President  spoke  shortly  before  noon  in 
the  Cabinet  Room  at  the  White  House.  The  forma- 
tion of  the  panel  including  the  names  of  the  mem- 
bers was  announced  by  the  President  at  his  news 
conference  on  September  9  (see  Item  563  [5]). 

As  printed,  this  item  follows  the  prepared  text 
released  by  the  White  House. 
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To  the  Congress  of  the  United  States: 

I  hereby  transmit  the  eighth  annual  report 
on  the  operation  of  the  Trade  Agreements 
Program,  in  accordance  with  Section  402(a) 
of  the  Trade  Expansion  Act  of  1962. 

Throughout  1963,  intensive  preparations 
went  forward  for  the  negotiations  made  pos- 
sible by  this  Act — the  sixth  round  of  trade 
negotiations  under  the  auspices  of  the  Gen- 
eral Agreement  on  Tarififs  and  Trade,  Dur- 
ing this  same  year,  U.S.  and  free  world 
trade  continued  to  set  new  records,  and  im- 
portant steps  were  taken  to  expand  our  ex- 
ports further. 

— ^U.S.  exports  reached  a  new  high  of  $22.3 
billion,  $5.1  billion  more  than  our  imports. 

— U.S.  farm  exports  rose  to  %<^,6  billion, 
an  all-time  record. 

— ^Free  world  trade  continued  to  grow, 
with  exports  climbing  to  a  record  $135 
billion. 

— ^Further  progress  was  made  in  freeing 
U.S.  exports  of  foreign  restrictions. 

— Government-industry  cooperation  in  the 
promotion  of  our  exports  was  stepped  up, 
notably  by  the  White  House  Conference  on 


Export  Expansion  in  September,  1963,  and 
the  subsequent  establishment  of  the  Cabinet 
Committee  on  Export  Expansion. 

— The  desire  of  the  less-developed  coun- 
tries to  play  a  greater  part  in  international 
trade  received  increasing  consideration  by 
GATT  and  by  the  United  States. 

The  Trade  Expansion  Act  of  1962  will,  1 
am  sure,  rank  as  one  of  the  greatest  monu- 
ments to  President  Kennedy's  leadership, 
and  I  reaffirm  the  commitment  of  my  Ad- 
ministration to  its  full  and  vigorous  imple- 
mentation. 

I  hope  that  our  friends  in  other  countries 
will  neither  underestimate  nor  undervalue 
the  strength  of  American  support  for  trade 
liberalization.  We  are  wiUing  to  offer  the 
free  nations  access  to  our  American  mar- 
kets— but  we  expect,  and  we  must  have,  ac- 
cess to  theirs  as  well.  That  applies  to  our 
agricultural  as  well  as  our  industrial  exports. 

These  are  not  the  kind  of  negotiations  in 
which  some  nations  need  lose  because  others 
gain.  Their  success  will  be  to  the  advantage 
of  all.  They  offer  the  opportunity  to  build 
a  partnership  for  progress  and  prosperity 
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among  the  industrial  nations  of  the  free 
world,  and  between  them  and  the  developing 
nations. 

At  home,  we  are  moving  to  eliminate  pov- 
erty among  all  Americans.  We  believe  that 
a  giant  step  can  be  taken  against  poverty 
everywhere  if  the  free  nations  can  work 


together  to  overcome  needless  obstacles  to 
the  flow  of  trade  among  them. 

Lyndon  B.  Johnson 

note:  The  "Eighth  Annual  Report  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States  on  the  Trade  Agreements  Pro- 
gram" is  printed  in  House  Document  366  (88th 
Cong.,  2d  sess.). 


593    Remarks  Upon  Presenting  the  Collier  Trophy  in  Aeronautics 
to  Clarence  L.  Johnson.    September  24,  1964 


Mr,  Johnson,  distinguished  guests,  ladies  and 
gentlemen: 

Through  the  year  we  are  privileged  to 
welcome  here  distinguished  visitors  from 
many  distinguished  places.  This  occasion 
today,  however,  is  something  of  a  first.  I 
am  honored  to  receive  and  to  welcome  the 
most  distinguished  citizen  of  that  most 
unique  and  distinguished  corner  of  our 
land,  the  "Skunk  Works." 

"Kelly"  Johnson  and  the  products  of  his 
famous  "Skunk  Works"  epitomize  the 
highest  and  the  finest  goal  of  our  society, 
the  goal  of  excellence.  His  record  of  design 
achievement  in  aviation  is  both  incompara- 
ble and  virtually  incredible.  Any  one  of  his 
many  airplane  designs  would  have  honored 
any  individual's  career. 

Twenty  years  ago,  in  1944,  he  produced 
America's  first  production  jet.  It  was 
called  the  P-80,  "Shooting  Star."  This 
year  of  1964  two  of  our  leading  break- 
throughs in  aircraft  development  have  once 
again  borne  the  "Kelly"  Johnson  trademark. 
I  suppose  I  might  give  a  testimonial  per- 
sonally as  a  satisfied  customer.  I  am  very 
fond  of  what  the  newspapermen  call  "Air 
Force  One-Half,"  the  Jet  Star  which  came 
from  Mr.  Johnson's  drawing  board. 

So  it  is  a  pleasure  and  a  great  privilege  to 
me  to  personally  be  able  to  participate  in  the 


presentation  of  the  Robert  J.  Collier  Trophy. 
This  trophy  is  one  of  the  most  honored  in 
aeronautics.  It  was  established  in  19 12.  It 
is  being  presented  here  today  for  the  49th 
time. 

The  Collier  Trophy  is  administered  by  the 
National  Aeronautics  Association.  Its  an- 
nual presentation  is  sponsored  by  Look 
magazine.  Last  year  the  Collier  Trophy 
was  awarded  to  the  great  Mercury  team  of 
our  astronauts. 

There  are  those  who  feel  that  "Kelly" 
Johnson  is  a  one-man  team  himself.  He 
works  by  a  rule  that  is  wise  for  us  all:  be 
quick;  be  quiet;  be  on  time.  I  have  com- 
mended that  rule,  Mr.  Johnson,  to  my  staff 
here  at  the  White  House.  And  I  only  hope 
that  their  products  will  be  comparable  to 
your  own. 

So  on  behalf  of  all  the  people  of  the 
United  States,  I  take  great  pleasure  this 
morning  and  great  pride  in  honoring  a  dis- 
tinguished American,  one  who  is  making  a 
very  great  contribution  to  his  country  and  a 
very  great  contribution  to  the  cause  of  free- 
dom for  us  all  in  our  time. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  noon  in  the  Rose 
Garden  at  the  White  House.  Clarence  L.  Johnson 
was  serving  as  vice  president  for  advance  develop- 
ment projects  at  the  Lockheed  Aircraft  Corporation 
in  Burbank,  Calif.  The  "Skunk  Works"  was  his 
workshop  in  Burbank  where  a  number  of  top-secret 
projects  had  been  developed. 


1115 


[594]    Sept.  24  Public  Papers  of  the  Presidents 


594    Statement  by  the  President  Upon  Approving  Bill  Providing  for  a 
Site  Study  for  a  New  Interoceanic  Canal.    September  24, 1964 


I  HAVE  approved  a  bill  to  provide  for  an 
investigation  and  study  to  determine  a  site 
for  the  construction  of  a  sea  level  canal 
connecting  the  Adantic  and  Pacific  Oceans. 

The  Panama  Canal  was  a  great  engineer- 
ing achievement.  It  has  served  vi^orld  com- 
merce for  50  years.  It  has  been  a  major 
source  of  income  for  Panama's  economic  and 
social  development.  It  has  been  a  key  link 
in  our  security  arrangements.  But  if  we 
are  to  meet  the  challenges  of  the  future, 
we  must  begin  now  to  think  in  terms  of  the 
long-range  needs  of  the  United  States,  Latin 
America,  and  the  rest  of  the  world  for  a 
sea  level  canal  across  the  American  Isthmus. 

Construction  of  a  sea  level  canal  presents 
formidable  obstacles  even  after  a  suitable 
site  is  selected.    There  are  enormous  tech- 


nical problems  and  complex  and  interrelated 
political,  military,  and  economic  considera- 
tions that  must  be  weighed.  Under  this  bill 
the  task  will  be  undertaken  by  a  five-member 
commission,  appointed  by  the  President, 
with  annual  reports  on  the  progress  of  the 
commission's  work  submitted  to  the  Con- 
gress through  the  President. 

This  authorization  will  permit  the  study 
to  get  underway.  Equally  important,  how- 
ever, is  appropriation  of  necessary  imple- 
menting funds.  I  urge  that  the  Congress 
act  promptly  on  the  supplemental  request  of 
$5  million  for  this  purpose  for  the  fiscal 
year  1965. 

note:  As  enacted,  the  bill  is  Public  Law  88-609 
(78  Stat.  990). 
See  also  Item  809. 


595    Letter  to  the  Chief  Justice  Upon  Receipt  of  the  Warren 
Commission  Report.    September  24,  1964 


Dear  Mr.  Chief  Justice: 

You  have  today  submitted  to  me  the  re- 
port of  the  Commission  which  I  appointed 
on  November  29  last  to  report  on  the  assassi- 
nation of  President  John  F.  Kennedy.  The 
submission  of  this  report  fulfills  the  assign- 
ment vi^hich  I  gave  to  the  Commission,  and 
accordingly  I  now  discharge  the  Commission 
with  my  heartfelt  thanks. 

In  my  service  as  President,  nothing  has 
impressed  me  more  than  the  readiness  of 
outstanding  Americans  to  respond  to  calls 
for  service  to  their  country.  There  has  been 
no  more  striking  example  of  this  great 
American  strength  than  the  service  of  the 
seven  extraordinarily  distinguished  mem- 
bers of  your  Commission.    I  send  thanks 


to  you  all,  as  I  also  send  thanks  to  your 
General  Counsel,  Mr.  Lee  Rankin,  and  to  all 
those  who  have  assisted  in  your  work. 

Your  Commission,  I  know,  has  been 
guided  throughout  by  a  determination  to 
find  and  to  tell  the  whole  truth  of  these  ter- 
rible events.  This  is  our  obligation  to  the 
good  name  of  the  United  States  of  America 
and  to  all  men  everywhere  who  respect  our 
nation — and  above  all  to  the  memory  of 
President  Kennedy. 

I  have  given  instructions  for  the  prompt 
publication  of  this  report  to  the  American 
people  and  to  the  world.  I  myself  shall  give 
it  the  most  careful  study.  I  commend  it 
to  the  attention  of  all  Americans  and  all  our 
friends  everywhere. 
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Let  me  thank  you  again  for  all  that  you 
have  done.  You  have  earned  the  gratitude 
of  your  countrymen. 

Sincerely,  Lyndon  B.  Johnson 

[The  Honorable  Earl  Warren,  The  Chief  Justice, 
United  States  Supreme  Court,  Washington,  D.C.] 


note:  The  report  is  entitled  "Report  of  the  Presi- 
dent's Commission  on  the  Assassination  of  President 
John  F.  Kennedy"  (888  pp..  Government  Printing 
Office,  1964). 

The  Commission,  of  which  the  Chief  Justice  of 
the  United  States  served  as  Chairman,  was  appointed 
by  Executive  Order  11 130  (Item  15,  above;  see  also 
Item  14). 


596    Remarks  in  El  Paso  at  a  Ceremony  Marking  the  Settlement 
of  the  Chamizal  Dispute.    September  25,  1964 


Mr,  President  Lopez  Mateos,  Mrs,  Mateos, 
Governor  Connally,  Mrs.  Connally,  Senator 
Yar borough,  Ambassador  Carillo  Flores, 
Ambassador  Sdnchez  Gavito,  ladies  and 
gentlemen: 

These  are  days  when  a  shaft  of  light  cuts 
through  the  darkness  and  brightens  the 
deepest  hopes  of  man.    This  is  such  a  day. 

Two  free  and  growing  nations  have 
resolved  an  old  and  divisive  grievance. 

It  is  100  years  since  the  roaring  summer 
floods  of  the  Rio  Grande  remade  this  land. 
Then  we  were  both  in  the  midst  of  mortal 
conflict  to  preserve  our  nations.  We  were 
both  dedicated  to  extending  liberty  in  the 
face  of  extreme  danger.  We  were  both  led 
by  men  whose  greatness  has  endured  the 
estimate  of  history — Abraham  Lincoln  and 
Benito  Juarez. 

Lincoln  commanded  my  nation  "to  do  all 
which  may  achieve  a  just  and  lasting 
peace  .  .  .  ."  Juarez  reminded  us:  "Respect 
for  the  rights  of  others  is  peace."  The  goals 
of  these  men  have  guided  us  to  this  day. 

We  approached  the  council  table  with 
respect  for  each  other's  rights  and  deter- 
mined to  achieve  a  just  and  lasting  setde- 
ment.  Thus,  we  triumphed  over  a  problem 
which  has  troubled  relations  for  half  a 
century. 

In  that  connection,  I  want  to  pay  unusual 
tribute  today  to  our  former  Ambassador 
to  Mexico,  our  present  Assistant  Secretary 


of  State  in  charge  of  Latin  American  Rela- 
tions, the  very  able  and  the  very  devoted 
friend  of  both  Mexico  and  the  United  States, 
Mr.  Tom  Mann. 

It  is  a  great  thrill  to  be  here  on  the  border 
of  these  two  countries.  It  was  a  great 
'  pleasure  to  see  so  many  of  my  old  friends 
from  both  nations.  I  particularly  enjoyed 
meeting  one  of  the  men  who  has  done  much 
to  promote  the  friendship  of  Mexico  and  the 
United  States  throughout  his  public  life, 
Judge  Ewing  Thomason  of  your  own  town 
of  El  Paso. 

So,  to  Ambassador  Flores  and  Ambassador 
Mann,  and  Mr.  President  Lopez  Mateos,  let 
me  say:  Let  Chamizal  stand  as  a  symbol  to 
all  the  world  that  the  most  troublesome  of 
problems  can  yield  to  the  tools  of  peace. 
And  let  us  never  forget,  let  us  always  re- 
member, that  another  great  man  whose 
visionary  statesmanship  made  this  settle- 
ment possible  was  John  Fitzgerald  Kennedy. 

Let  me  take  a  moment  on  this  occasion  to 
review  the  progress  of  freedom  and  peace, 
for  these  are  really  the  twin  stars  for  both 
of  our  great  nations.  I  would  also  like,  Mr. 
President,  to  talk  to  my  people  about  the  at- 
titudes and  policies  toward  the  world,  of 
which  this  settlement  is  another  shining 
symbol. 

For  almost  20  years  the  world  has  lived 
with  the  ambitions  of  tyranny  and  lived  with 
the  threat  of  war,  and  they  are  still  with  us. 
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But  I  believe  that  reasonable  men  of  every 
party  and  every  nation  can  agree  our  world 
has  really  become  a  safer  place  for  freedom. 

In  Latin  America,  country  after  country 
has  chosen  the  course  of  democratic  develop- 
ment. The  foUovi^ers  of  communism  have 
made  no  new  conquest,  and  their  numbers 
have  actually  dwindled. 

Our  Alliance  for  Progress  is  an  effective 
instrument  of  social  justice,  of  which  you 
spoke  so  eloquently,  and  of  economic  prog- 
ress for  all  the  nations  of  this  hemisphere. 
I  know  much  of  its  success  rests  on  the  fact 
that  it  has  the  same  goals  as  the  continuing 
Mexican  revolution  which  you,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, have  done  so  much  in  your  term  of 
office  to  advance. 

And  it  thrills  me  more,  Mr.  President, 
than  you  know,  to  realize  that  here  at  the 
end  of  your  term  we  could  meet  on  an  occa- 
sion like  this,  stronger  in  friendship,  hap- 
pier in  achievement,  than  when  we  met  be- 
fore you  took  the  oath  of  office  as  President 
of  Mexico  a  few  years  ago. 

Yes,  much  of  the  good  will  and  the  peace 
that  exists  now  between  our  countries  and 
this  hemisphere  is  due  to  your  own  under- 
standing and  your  own  efforts  in  that  direc- 
tion. And  here  in  America  we  have  found 
peaceful  roads  to  the  solutions  of  differences, 
from  Chamizal  to  Panama. 

In  Africa,  not  one  of  20  new  nations  has 
chosen  communism.  Ninety  percent  of 
African  trade,  as  we  meet  here  today,  is  with 
the  West.  Ninety  percent  of  its  students 
sent  overseas  have  come  to  the  West.  All 
this,  in  a  continent  that  many  feared  a  few 
years  ago  would  fall  easy  prey  to  Communist 
ambitions. 

In  the  Middle  East,  only  a  few  years  ago, 
it  seemed  that  Communist  subversion  was 
nearing  success.  Today,  those  nations  are 
stronger  in  their  independence  than  ever 


before.    And  Israel  has  grown  in  freedom. 

In  Asia  the  giant  of  India  has  endured 
a  powerful  assault  and  a  painful  transition. 
Free  Japan  is  flourishing  again,  and  Chinese 
aggression,  by  force  and  by  threat,  has  failed 
to  subdue  its  neighbors. 

In  Eastern  Europe  steadily  widening 
cracks  are  already  appearing  in  the  Commu- 
nist empire.  Nation  after  nation  has  sought 
new  ties  with  the  West,  and  new  independ- 
ence from  Moscow.  And  we  will  continue 
to  encourage  this  movement,  not  through 
empty  slogans  or  threats,  but  through 
patiently  building  bridges  of  interest  and 
understanding. 

The  greatest  enemies  of  freedom  in  the 
world  are  ignorance  and  disease,  and  in  both 
Mexico  and  the  United  States,  we  are  re- 
doubling our  efforts  to  fight  both  of  these 
dreadful  barnacles.  Western  Europe  today 
has  never  been  stronger.  Its  people  now 
reach  for  new  heights  of  abundance.  There 
are  differences,  but  they  come  from  strength 
and  they  come  from  self-confidence,  not 
from  weakness,  not  from  fear.  And  there 
is  no  difference  in  our  resistance  to  Commu- 
nist ambition  or  our  devotion  to  freedom. 

The  Soviet  Union  is  increasingly  absorbed 
in  the  disappointments  of  its  economy  and 
disputes  with  former  comrades.  Our 
strength  is  convincing  them  that  they  ac- 
tually have  nothing  to  gain  by  war.  In- 
creased willingness  to  reach  agreement  has 
brought  the  test  ban  treaty  in  which  so  many 
peace-loving  nations  like  your  own  have 
joined,  one  of  many  first  steps  toward  the 
day  when  really  the  fear  of  war  can  finally 
be  banished  from  this  earth. 

I  do  not  wish  to  paint  too  bright  a  picture. 
There  is  another  side  of  the  coin.  Every 
continent  carries  danger  and  uncertainty. 
There  are  unsolved  problems,  there  are  un- 
resolved conflicts,  from  Cyprus  to  Viet-Nam, 
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from  the  Congo  to  Cuba.  Tomorrow's 
bitter  headlines  could  very  well  shatter  to- 
day's bright  hopes. 

But  if  we  look  beyond  the  problems  of  the 
moment,  to  the  larger  pattern  of  events,  we 
see  a  world  where  freedom  is  stronger  and 
where  lasting  peace  is  nearer.  I  believe 
that  we  have  cause  to  hope  that  the  great 
forward  movement  of  history  is  in  step  with 
the  deepest  hope  of  man. 

This  is  not  the  product  of  a  single  period, 
and  certainly  not  the  product  of  a  single 
President.  It  is  the  sum  of  a  hundred 
achievements  and  acts  of  courage  by  every 
administration,  since  the  first  nuclear  blast 
ended  one  world  and  started  another.  Nor 
is  it  the  product  of  a  single  nation.  It  rests 
fundamentally  on  the  devotion  to  freedom 
of  countries  which  share  common  hopes 
around  the  world. 

The  foreign  policy  of  the  United  States 
has  been  guided  by  three  cardinal  principles, 
and  these  are  the  principles  that  we  intend 
to  continue. 

First  is  determination  backed  by  strength. 
The  United  States  is  the  most  powerful 
country  in  the  history  of  the  world.  Its 
might  is  strong  enough  to  deter  any  rational 
aggressor,  and  is  flexible  enough  to  meet 
any  threat  from  any  source. 

But  I  must  caution  you,  and  I  must  re- 
mind you,  that  strength  must  be  matched 
by  courage  and  wisdom  if  it  is  to  protect 
freedom.  And  where  freedom  has  been 
under  attack,  the  United  States  has  moved 
to  meet  those  attacks.  We  have  never 
rattled  our  rockets,  we  have  never  played 
the  part  of  a  bully,  we  have  never  taken 
reckless  risks.  We  have  never  pressed  our 
adversaries  to  the  point  where  nuclear  as- 
sault was  their  only  alternative.  But 
America  has  always  and  will  always  stand 
firm. 


To  our  own  citizens  and  to  our  friends 
from  our  neighboring  country  today  I  would 
remind  you  that  this  is  not  an  accident  of 
the  moment.  This  was  true  of  President 
Truman  in  Greece  and  Turkey.  This  was 
true  of  President  Eisenhower  in  Lebanon 
and  the  Formosa  Straits.  This  was  true  of 
President  John  Kennedy  in  the  Cuban  mis- 
sile crisis.  And  it  was  and  it  is  true  in 
the  Gulf  of  Tonkin. 

Second  is  sacrifice  of  our  own  resources 
and  our  own  efforts  in  order  to  build  the 
strength  of  others. 

One  of  the  most  stimulating  and  inspiring 
experiences  of  my  entire  public  life  occurred 
to  me  on  the  streets  of  Rome  just  a  few 
months  ago  when  I  was  Vice  President  and 
I  was  driving  down  the  streets  of  that  beauti- 
ful city. 

A  priest  came  running  from  his  school- 
room, followed  by  other  teachers,  and  three 
or  four  hundred  little  boys.  He  had  seen 
the  American  flag  flying  on  the  Vice  Presi- 
dent's car. 

He  threw  himself  in  front  of  this  car  and 
the  brakes  had  to  take  a  screeching  halt,  and 
we  came  to  a  stop.  He  dashed  up  to  the 
door  and  he  said,  "I  just  could  not  let  the 
American  flag  go  by,  because  never  in  the 
history  of  all  mankind  have  any  people  dem- 
onstrated so  much  compassion  and  so  much 
humaneness.  Never  have  the  victors  treated 
the  vanquished  as  the  United  States  has 
treated  us." 

And  then  he  turned  and  looked  at  the 
Rome  skyline  that  had  been  rebuilt  since 
World  War  II,  and  he  pointed  to  the  mag- 
nificent buildings  that  towered  that  skyline, 
and  to  the  smokestacks  where  industry  was 
thriving,  and  he  said,  "There,  together,  we 
rebuilt  this  land.  I  want  you  to  go  back 
and  on  behalf  of  the  400  litde  children  in 
my  school,  say  thank  you  to  all  the  people 
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of  the  United  States  for  the  sacrifices  they 
made  in  order  that  we  could  build  again." 

In  my  moments  of  depression,  when 
things  seem  not  to  go  so  well,  and  some  peo- 
ple tell  me  all  the  things  that  are  wrong 
with  my  country  and  my  beloved  land — and 
few  of  them  ever  remind  us  of  the  things 
that  are  right — I  get  consolation  and  comfort 
from  thinking  about  what  the  people,  the 
little  people,  of  the  other  places  of  the  world 
and  the  other  continents — of  the  gratitude 
they  feel  for  the  understanding  that  has  been 
ours. 

From  the  Marshall  plan  to  the  Alliance 
for  Progress,  the  people  of  the  United  States 
have  freely  given  of  their  abundance  to  the 
progress  of  other  nations.  We  have  done 
this  because  it  is  right  that  the  strong  and 
the  rich  should  help  the  weak  and  the  poor. 

And  this  great  leader  who  honors  us  with 
his  presence  today.  President  Lopez  Mateos, 
has  recognized  that  principle  and  put  it  into 
efiFect  in  America.  And  as  long  as  I  am 
President  of  the  United  States,  I  am  going 
to  recognize  it  here.  He  and  I  both  know 
that  the  world  is  safer  for  others  when  others 
have  the  strength  to  keep  their  own  freedom. 

The  NATO  Alliance  is  a  tribute  to  the 
vision  of  this  policy,  and  around  the  world 
our  influence  has  been  on  the  rise  as  others 
have  learned  we  seek  not  to  dominate  but 
to  help,  we  seek  not  to  rule  but  to  cooperate, 
we  seek  not  to  demand  their  submission  but 
to  assist  their  freedom. 

Next  Tuesday  I  am  going  to  welcome  to 
the  White  House  a  great  leader  of  the  world 
who  is  coming  there  representing  NATO. 
He  and  I  are  going  to  get  in  my  plane,  Air 
Force  One,  and  fly  out  to  the  Strategic  Air 
Forces  to  see  General  Power  so  that  he  can 
see  with  his  own  eyes,  and  he  can  tell  the 
people  of  NATO,  that  our  mission  is  peace 
in  the  world  and  we  have  the  strength  to 
accomplish  that  mission. 


Third,  we  have  patiently  searched  for 
those  areas  of  common  interest  which  might 
lead  to  fruitful  agreement.  A  difference  in 
language,  a  difference  in  environment,  a 
difference  in  resources,  a  difference  in  peo- 
ple, a  difference  in  customs — all  of  those  are 
problems  that  make  it  difficult  sometimes  to 
understand  the  other  fellow.  But  Ameri- 
cans try  to  follow  the  Golden  Rule,  do  unto 
others  as  you  would  have  them  do  unto  you. 
And  we  have  tried  to  find  a  basis  for  reach- 
ing agreements  that  step  by  step  would  ulti- 
mately lead  us  to  be  able  to  live  without 
fear  in  this  world  of  our  time. 

The  test  ban  treaty  is  a  product  of  this 
process.  The  Chamizal  settlement  is  a 
product  of  this  process.  Lasting  peace  will 
come  from  the  careful,  the  patient,  and  the 
practical  search  for  these  solutions. 

It  is  easy  to  become  impatient  and  impul- 
sive. It  is  easy  to  tell  the  other  fellow, 
"Here  is  our  ultimatum,  and  you  do  as  we 
say — or  else."  But  that  will  never  be  the 
policy  of  this  country  under  my  leadership. 

Our  Government  is  not  a  government  of 
ultimatum.  Our  Government  is  a  govern- 
ment of  respect  for  the  rights  of  others,  and 
the  attempt  to  understand  their  problems. 
We  have  the  strength  and  we  have  the  self- 
confidence  to  be  generous  toward  our  friends 
and  to  be  unafraid  of  our  adversaries. 
There  is  no  reason  why  we  should  tremble 
in  our  boots.  There  is  no  reason  why  we 
should  become  so  frightened  that  we  would 
frighten  others  into  a  nuclear  war. 

A  nation  strong  in  its  might,  a  nation  that 
is  secure  in  its  own  beliefs,  a  nation  that 
is  steadfast  in  its  own  goals,  should  never 
be  afraid  to  sit  down  at  the  council  table 
with  any  other  nation.  That  is  what  the 
great  President  of  Mexico  said  to  me  before 
he  took  the  oath  of  office  as  President.  We 
discussed  some  of  the  problems,  including 
the  Chamizal.    We  discussed  building  dams 
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for  the  benefit  of  both  of  our  people.  We 
discussed  the  problem  of  health,  of  educa- 
tion, of  transportation,  in  his  country  and 
in  mine.  We  agreed  that  we  could  march 
better  shoulder  to  shoulder,  arm  in  arm, 
than  we  could  by  threatening  and  intimi- 
dating each  other. 

It  is  only  the  weak  and  the  timid  that 
need  fear  the  consequences  of  communica- 
tion and  discussion.  The  United  States  has 
never  been  such  a  nation  and  we  will  never 
be  such  a  nation. 

The  Presidents  of  the  last  20  years  have 
all  been  willing  to  go  anywhere,  to  talk  to 
anyone,  to  discuss  any  subject,  if  their  efforts 
could  strengthen  freedom  and  advance  the 
peace  of  the  world.  And  I  pledge  you  here 
today  I  will  go  to  any  remote  corner  of  the 
world  to  meet  anyone,  any  time,  to  promote 
freedom  and  to  promote  peace. 

President  Lopez  Mateos,  the  Chamizal  is 
a  very  small  tract  of  land.  But  the  principle 
is  a  very  great  one.  Let  a  troubled  world 
take  note  that  here,  on  this  border,  between 
the  United  States  and  Mexico,  two  free  na- 
tions, unafraid,  have  resolved  their  differ- 
ences with  honor,  with  dignity,  and  with 
justice  to  the  people  of  both  nations. 

President  Lopez  Mateos,  the  statesman- 
ship that  you  have  evidenced  in  this  settle- 
ment could  well  serve  as  a  model  for  great 
leaders  the  world  over. 

As  we  meet  here,  we  live  in  a  very  compli- 
cated world.  There  are  more  than  a  hun- 
dred different  nations  with  a  hundred  differ- 
ent histories,  each  with  its  own  dreams  and 
each  with  its  own  desires.  There  are  rich 
nations  and  poor  nations.  There  are  strong 
nations  and  weak  nations.  There  are  white 
and  black,  slave  and  free,  friend  and  enemy. 

We  cannot  abandon  all  of  those  who  disa- 
gree with  us.  To  do  so  would  only  leave 
them  at  the  mercy  of  communism.  We  can- 
not force  and  bully  all  others  to  think  and 


act  as  we  do  in  the  United  States.  We  can 
recognize  their  just  interests  and  still  pro- 
tect our  own. 

We  can  stand  fast  in  freedom's  cause,  and 
that  I  guarantee  you  is  what  we  are  going 
to  do. 

Mr.  President,  we  can  and  we  will  wel- 
come the  challenge  of  working  toward  a 
peace  on  a  hundred  different  fronts,  in  a 
hundred  different  ways,  for  as  long  as  the 
task  may  take.  In  this  way,  and  this  way 
only,  we  can  make  steady  progress  toward 
freedom  and  peace,  and  toward  the  fulfill- 
ment of  man. 

The  struggle  for  peace  is  rarely  dramatic. 
There  are  no  marching  bands  and  there  are 
few  swift  victories.  But  I  believe  that  this 
generation  has  an  opportunity  for  greatness 
given  to  no  other  nation  at  no  other  time. 

Other  great  leaders  have  built  victorious 
empires  and  they  have  conquered  vast 
territory.  But  those  achievements  have 
crumbled  under  the  relendess  erosion  of  time 
and  change.  So  working  together  with  all 
the  free  nations  in  this  hemisphere  we  can 
help  build  an  order  of  peace  and  progress 
which  will  endure  for  generations.  No 
people  have  ever  had  a  greater  challenge. 

And,  Mr.  President,  to  you  and  the  people 
of  your  country,  and  to  my  fellow  country- 
men, I  say  to  you  today  as  prophetic  as  I 
know  how  to  be,  that  I  genuinely  and 
earnestly  believe  that  no  people  in  all  history 
have  ever  been  more  ready  to  meet  the 
challenge  of  peace  and  more  prepared  to 
achieve  it. 

note:  The  ceremony  was  held  at  the  Bowie  High 
School  Stadium  in  El  Paso,  Tex.,  where  President 
Johnson  and  President  Adolfo  Lopez  Mateos  of 
Mexico  unveiled  a  marker  indicating  the  new 
boundary  o£  the  Chamizal  tract. 

President  Johnson's  opening  words  referred,  in 
addition  to  President  and  Mrs.  Lopez  Mateos,  to 
Governor  John  Connally  of  Texas  and  Mrs.  Con- 
nally,  Senator  Ralph  Yarborough  of  Texas,  Ambas- 
sador Antonio  Carrillo  Flores,  Mexican  Ambassador 
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to  the  United  States,  and  Ambassador  Vicente 
Sanchez  Gavito,  Mexican  representative  to  the  Orga- 
nization of  American  States.  During  the  course  of 
his  remarks  the  President  also  referred  to  Robert 
Ewing  Thomason,  U.S.  District  Judge  (retired), 
Western  District  of  Texas,  and  former  U.S.  Repre- 
sentative from  Texas. 

The  convention  betw^een  the  United  States  and 
Mexico   for   the   solution   of   the   problem    of   the 


Chamizal  Border  v^as  concluded  at  Mexico  City 
on  August  29,  1963.  It  was  favorably  considered 
by  the  Senate  and  after  ratification  entered  into 
force  on  January  14,  1964.  The  text  is  printed  in 
the  United  States  Treaties  and  Other  International 
Agreements  series  (TIAS  5515)  and  in  the  Depart- 
ment of  State  Bulletin  (vol.  49,  p.  480).  For  the 
President's  remarks  at  the  ratification  ceremony,  see 
Item  58. 
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Governor  Bellmon,  Senator  Monroney,  Sena- 
tor  Edmondson,  Governor  Connally  of 
Texas,  Congressman  Albert,  our  great 
Majority  Leader,  Ed  Edmondson,  and  other 
distinguished  members  of  the  OJ{lahoma 
delegation  to  the  Congress,  all  of  whom  are 
making  a  great  contribution  to  our  country: 

I  want  to  say  on  behalf  of  all  the  people 
of  this  Nation  that  we,  the  people  of  the 
United  States,  are  deeply  in  the  debt  of  the 
people  of  Oklahoma  for  the  quality  of  the 
men  that  they  send  to  the  United  States 
Congress. 

I  could  talk  about  your  Senators,  Mon- 
roney  and  Edmondson;  I  could  spend  days 
talking  about  your  House  delegation,  partic- 
ularly your  Majority  Leader;  but  I  want  to 
say  that  none  of  the  things  that  we  have 
accomplished  this  year,  and  this  is  one  of 
the  finest  years,  one  of  the  finest  hours  of 
the  United  States  Congress,  could  have 
happened  except  under  the  leadership  of  the 
Oklahoma  delegation,  and  particularly  that 
fine,  young  Majority  Leader,  Carl  Albert. 

This  is  a  great  day  for  the  Sooners.  I 
thank  you  for  letting  a  Texan  have  a  little 
slice  of  it.  But  Texans  and  the  people  of 
Oklahoma  alike  share  the  memories  of  the 
days  before  dams  like  this  remade  the  earth. 

I  grew  up  on  land  like  this  back  in  Texas. 
I  am  going  back  to  it  when  I  finish  here  this 
evening.    That  land  is  thin  soil  and  scrub 


oak  and  blackjack  trees.  The  Pedernales 
River  that  runs  in  front  of  my  little  farm- 
house was  just  a  trickle  in  the  dry  season, 
but  when  the  rains  came  down  from  the  hills 
the  Pedernales  always  drowned  all  of  us. 

Many  of  us  remember  those  days  still. 
We  remember  the  want  and  the  despair,  the 
devastating  cycle  of  flood  and  drought,  the 
ruined  crops  and  the  dust  bowl.  Worst  of 
all  was  the  great  waste,  the  waste  of  re- 
sources, the  waste  of  crops,  the  waste  of  men 
and  women. 

I  went  to  Washington  then  to  serve  in 
Congress  under  a  great  leader,  Franklin 
Delano  Roosevelt.  Over  the  years  of  prog- 
ress which  he  began,  we  have  seen  our  States 
change  from  brown  to  green,  from  dry 
eroded  country  to  grassy  land  dotted  with 
lakes  and  pools.  We  saw  a  nation  afraid 
become  a  nation  of  hope.  We  saw  a  people 
divided  become  a  people  united. 

And  to  the  memory  of  that  progress,  and 
to  the  determination  that  our  children  will 
never  suffer  that  neglect,  I  have  come  to  the 
great  State  of  Oklahoma  today  to  dedicate 
this  great  dam  to  you  great  people. 

I  have  devoted  much  of  my  30  years  of 
public  career  to  the  conservation  of  Amer- 
ica's natural  resources.  So  have  Mike  Mon- 
roney  and  Howard  Edmondson  and  Carl 
Albert  and  Ed  Edmondson.  So  did  our 
great  beloved  friend,  the  giant  of  them  all. 
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Bob  Kerr,  who  is  watching  down  on  us 
today.  This  dam  was  one  of  his  dreams 
and  I  only  wish  that  he  could  be  here  with 
us. 

You  know,  in  1940,  after  I  had  been  in 
Congress  several  years,  I  looked  up  the 
number  of  homes  with  electric  lighting  in 
my  State,  and  we  had  59  out  of  every  100. 
Today  we  have  100  percent  rural  electrifica- 
tion. In  Oklahoma  they  had  55  percent 
of  their  homes  electrified  in  1940,  today  they 
have  100.  In  Louisiana  they  had  49,  today 
100.  In  Arkansas  they  had  33,  today  100. 
Arkansas  had  25  percent  of  its  homes  that 
had  runing  water  in  1940,  today  it  has  72. 
Louisiana  had  44  with  running  water,  today 
it  is  87.  Oklahoma  had  46,  today  it  is  89. 
Texas  had  56,  today  it  is  91. 

The  percentage  of  homes  that  use  wood 
for  cooking:  76  out  of  every  100  in  Arkan- 
sas in  1940.  Louisiana  had  50;  today  it  has 
4.  Oklahoma  had  32 — 32  homes  out  of 
every  100  used  wood  for  cooking;  today  only 
2out  of  every  100. 

In  the  number  of  autos,  Oklahoma  had 
387,000  autos  in  1933,  today  she  has  982,- 
000 — 3  to  I.  Arkansas  had  155,000,  today 
she  has  589,000.  Louisiana  had  190,000, 
today  she  has  1,042,000.  Texas  had  1,015,- 
000  in  1933,  today  she  has  4,000,011. 

The  percentage  of  homes  with  refrigera- 
tors: Texas  had  36  in  1940,  per  hundred, 
today  she  has  98.  Oklahoma  had  31,  today 
she  has  98.  Louisiana  had  24,  today  she 
has  98. 

The  percentage  of  farmer-owned  occupied 
farms:  Arkansas  had  37  that  had  home 
ownership  out  of  every  100,  today  she  has 
76.  Louisiana  had  33,  today  she  has  75. 
Oklahoma  in  1930  had  only  38  out  of  every 
100  farms  owned  by  the  man  that  lived  on 
them — ^today  not  38  in  Oklahoma,  but  80. 
And  Texas  was  38  in  1930,  and  78  today. 


So  you  can  see  the  progress  that  we  have 
made  with  the  help  of  men  that  you  have 
sent  to  Congress  in  that  period  of  20  or  30 
years  in  home  ownership,  in  lighting  our 
homes,  and  in  improving  our  standard  of 
living.  And  to  the  memory  of  that  prog- 
ress and  to  the  determination  of  the  people 
who  led  the  way,  I  salute  you  today. 

Our  very  first  President,  George  Wash- 
ington, looked  at  the  vast  possibilities  of  har- 
nessing our  great  rivers  and  prayed,  "Would 
God  that  we  may  have  the  wisdom  and  the 
courage  to  improve  them."  Improve  these 
rivers  as  you  have  done. 

For  years  we  ignored  his  warning.  Reck- 
less exploitation  and  ruthless  plunder  lay 
waste  the  rich  earth.  But  then  some  far- 
sighted  men,  men  of  every  party  and  of  every 
section,  men  like  Theodore  Roosevelt,  men 
like  Franklin  Roosevelt,  men  like  John  F. 
Kennedy,  men  like  Robert  S.  Kerr,  men  like 
Mike  Monroney  and  your  House  delegation, 
all  began  to  act  and  to  protect  and  to  develop 
the  natural  resources,  not  only  of  Oklahoma 
but  of  all  the  Nation.  And  the  result  has 
been  a  fuller  and  a  richer  life  for  all  of  our 
people,  and  a  much  better  life  for  those  chil- 
dren that  will  grow  up. 

These  men  knew  that  conservation  was 
not  a  "pork  barrel,"  that  it  was  not  "made- 
work,"  that  it  was  not  a  "giveaway."  It 
was  an  investment  in  the  future  of  America. 
It  was  the  best  kind  of  economy.  In  this 
way  we  could  assure  our  children  the  natural 
resources. 

I  remember  coming  to  Oklahoma  to  help 
dedicate  Bob  Kerr's  book,  "Land,  Wood  and 
Water,"  on  which  the  strength  of  our  Na- 
tion and  the  prosperity  of  our  people  de- 
pended. The  Government  has  a  responsi- 
bility never  to  waste  taxpayers'  money,  but 
the  Government  also  has  a  responsibility 
never  to  waste  the  Nation's  resources.    The 
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real  wasters,  the  real  spendthrifts,  are  those 
who  are  neglecting  the  needs  of  today  and 
destroying  the  hopes  of  tomorrow. 

Our  country  just  cannot  afford  this  kind 
of  waste. 

Only  35  years  ago  we  began  to  open  up 
the  Ohio  River  Basin.  Then  men  of  litde 
vision  cried  out  against  this  as  "pork  barrel." 
They  were  against  this  progress.  Well,  we 
ignored  their  warnings.  We  moved  ahead. 
Since  World  War  II  alone,  over  $21  billion 
of  new  industry  development  has  taken 
place  in  the  counties  along  the  Ohio  and  its 
navigable  tributaries. 

And  one  of  the  great  statesmen  of  Ohio 
is  here  today.  He  not  only  participated  in 
developing  the  State  of  Ohio,  he  has  been 
one  of  the  ringleaders  in  developing  the 
State  of  Oklahoma.  I  want  to  call  his  name. 
His  name  is  the  Honorable  Mike  Kirwan, 
Congressman  from  the  State  of  Ohio. 
Stand  up,  Mike. 

New  jobs  and  new  business,  and  a  steadily 
improving  life,  have  come  to  all  the  people 
of  the  area.  Men  like  Congressman  Kirwan 
have  not  been  content  just  to  look  after 
their  own  State  or  their  own  section.  They 
have  been  men  with  national  vision.  As  a 
result  of  their  national  vision  you  have  the 
monument  here  to  them  today. 

Well,  that  is  the  story  of  the  development 
of  the  United  States,  and  that  will  be  the 
story  of  the  development  of  the  Arkansas 
River  basin. 

The  Eufaula  Dam  is  a  key  part  of  the 
development  of  the  Arkansas  River.  It  will 
provide  a  new  link  between  the  Southwest 
and  our  industrial  heartland.  It  will  pro- 
vide relief  from  devastating  floods  and  give 
us  electricity  to  homes  and  businesses.  It 
will  mean  new  industry,  new  jobs,  and  new 
opportunities  for  the  people.  It  will  mean 
a  stronger  Oklahoma,  a  more  prosperous 


Oklahoma,    a    richer    Oklahoma,    and    a 
stronger  United  States. 

That  development  will  go  ahead,  and  as 
President,  I  am  here  to  promise  you  that  it 
will  go  on  schedule. 

I  just  had  to  break  my  budget  one  time 
this  year.  I  had  a  very  prudent  budget.  I 
had  $1  billion  less  in  the  budget  this  year 
than  we  had  last  year.  I  was  determined  to 
keep  it  that  way  until  Mike  Monroney,  Carl 
Albert,  John  McClellan,  and  all  this  bunch 
of  hijackers  from  Oklahoma  came  down 
there  and  pounded  that  Cabinet  desk  one 
afternoon  and  it  cost  me  $14  million.  But 
it  got  your  Arkansas  River  development 
back  on  schedule. 

But  I  would  like  to  look  beyond  the 
celebration  of  today  to  the  challenge  of 
tomorrow,  especially  to  your  growing  need 
for  water.  For  this  is  a  land  which  knows 
the  meaning  of  water.  By  the  year  2000 
more  than  300  million  Americans  will  re- 
quire 888  billion  gallons  of  water  a  day. 
This  is  three  times  what  you  are  using  now. 
We  cannot  meet  that  challenge  by  looking 
backward.  We  cannot  meet  it  by  finding 
things  wrong  with  our  Government.  We 
cannot  meet  it  by  complaining. 

We  must  meet  it  by  dreaming  and  execut- 
ing those  dreams.  We  must  meet  it  by 
looking  forward  to  the  real  and  to  the  better 
tomorrows.  We  must  meet  it  first  by  going 
full  speed  ahead  at  every  level  of  govern- 
ment in  the  comprehensive  development  of 
our  river  basins. 

We  cannot  approach  the  problems  of  water 
conservation  and  flood  control  and  recrea- 
tion and  navigation  on  a  piecemeal  and  di- 
vided basis.  We  must  develop  river  basins 
as  a  whole,  to  use  all  of  our  resources  while 
preserving  scenic  values. 

Second,  we  must  step  up  our  efforts  to 
fight   the   destructive   cycle    of   flood    and 
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drought.  We  have  increased  flood  control 
programs  by  more  than  50  percent,  but  we 
cannot  rest  on  past  achievements  if  w^e  are 
to  rescue  our  land  from  the  ravages  of  nature. 

Third,  wt  must  develop  a  national  policy 
to  attack  the  pollution  of  our  v^ater,  and 
the  pollution  of  the  air  that  v^e  breathe. 
This  must  require  research,  this  W\\\  require 
increased  construction  of  treatment  plants 
and  better  methods  of  control.  Polluted 
v^ater  is  w^asted  v^ater,  and  America  cannot 
afford  this  v^aste. 

Fourth,  vv^e  w^ill  continue  to  press  ahead 
with  weather  satellites,  deep  sea  nuclear 
weather  stations,  and  other  scientific  ad- 
vances so  that  we  can  understand  the 
weather  and  so  that  we  can  become  its 
master. 

Fifth,  I  am  asking  for  early  passage  of 
the  Water  Resources  Planning  Act  to  help  us 
look  ahead  to  future  patterns  of  water  needs, 
to  look  ahead  to  plan  our  projects  so  that 
supply  will  be  ready  for  demand. 

Sixth,  we  will  begin  to  draw  fresh  water 
from  the  oceans  before  very  long.  We  al- 
ready have  plants  in  operation  that  are  con- 
verting salt  and  brackish  water  into  2?^  mil- 
lion gallons  of  fresh  water  every  day,  and 
within  a  few  years  desalted  water  will  be 
an  actual  reality  for  millions  of  Americans. 

Three  things — ^and  three  things  only — 
sustain  life  on  this  planet.  They  are:  a 
thin  layer  of  soil,  a  cover  of  atmosphere,  and 
a  litde  rainfall.  This  is  all  that  the  good 
Lord  has  given  us.  Except  one  thing:  He 
has  given  us  a  choice  of  what  we  will  do 
with  it.  We  can  waste  it.  We  can  pollute 
it.  We  can  neglect  it.  Or  we  can  con- 
serve it,  and  we  can  protect  it,  and  we  can 
develop  it,  and  we  can  pass  it  along  to  our 
children,  more  promising,  more  abundant 
than  we  found  it  when  we  discovered 
America. 


I  know,  I  think,  what  your  answer  wants 
to  be.  I  think  I  know  what  you  want  to 
do  about  it.  I  think  your  answer  is  here  in 
this  great  dam  that  was  built  because  of 
your  confidence,  built  because  of  your  sup- 
port, built  not  only  to  make  life  more  pleas- 
ant and  more  productive  and  more  pros- 
perous for  you,  but  for  your  children  and 
for  your  grandchildren. 

The  West  was  not  settled  by  men  who 
looked  back.  It  was  not  settled  by  men 
who  called  a  halt  to  progress.  It  is  not  held 
by  such  men  today. 

Let  me  say  just  one  thing  more. 

It  was  about  10  months  ago  that  we  had  a 
great  tragedy  in  Dallas,  Tex.,  and  the  awe- 
some responsibility  of  being  President  of 
all  the  people  of  this  country  fell  into  my 
lap.  Although  I  had  spent  33  years  in 
Washington,  as  a  clerk,  as  a  Congressman, 
as  a  Senator,  as  a  Minority  Leader,  as  a  Ma- 
jority Leader,  as  Vice  President,  I  still  felt 
inadequate  to  the  responsibilities  of  leading 
190  million  people,  and  trying  to  provide 
hope  and  leadership  for  the  other  free  peo- 
ple that  live  in  a  world  that  is  made  up  of 
3  billion. 

I  asked  for  God's  help  and  for  yours.  I 
have  done  my  dead  level  best.  I  have 
worked  with  everything  that  God  gave  me. 
I  have  spent  all  the  energy  that  I  had.  I 
have  tried  to  be  careful  and  prudent.  I 
have  tried  to  be  fair  and  judicious.  I  have 
tried  to  be  farsighted  and  foresighted.  I 
have  tried  to  look  forward  and  not  back- 
ward. I  have  tried  to  develop  a  land  that 
I  would  be  proud  of,  and  my  children  would 
enjoy  living  in.  I  found  that  we  had  much 
to  preserve  and  much  to  protect. 

We  have  the  greatest  system  of  govern- 
ment in  all  the  world.  We  have  the  highest 
standard  of  living  of  any  people  anywhere. 
We  have  a  minimum  wage  that  says  to  our 
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workers  they  must  pay  you  this  minimum 
and  they  must  work  you  this  maximum,  and 
in  just  the  short  period  that  I  have  been  in 
Congress  we  have  gone  from  25  cents  mini- 
mum to  $1.25  minimum.  Just  the  short 
time  I  have  been  there  we  are  working  less 
hours  per  day  and  less  days  per  week,  and 
less  weeks  per  year.  We  have  more  time 
for  recreation,  more  time  for  the  luxuries 
of  life  than  our  fathers  and  our  grandfathers 
had,  to  come  out  to  lakes  like  this  and  dams 
like  this. 

We  have  a  social  security  system  that  will 
give  us  a  modicum  of  income  when  we 
reach  our  maturity  and  are  no  longer  able 
to  stay  in  the  labor  market.  We  are  proud 
of  the  farm  programs  that  we  have  had  that 
have  raised  the  income  of  our  tenant  farm- 
ers, that  have  raised  our  home  ownership, 
that  have  brought  us  rural  electrification. 

I  flew  over  this  afternoon  from  Muskogee 
and  I  looked  at  all  the  little  ponds  that  were 
filled  with  water  that  had  been  built  here 
in  just  the  last  few  years.  I  said  to  Senator 
Monroney,  he  must  be  mighty  proud  of  the 
efforts  that  he  and  other  Congressmen  from 
Oklahoma  had  made  because  that  was  a 
tribute  not  only  to  them,  but  to  their  people, 
that  they  had  made  this  soil  better  through 
their  own  efforts. 

Well,  there  are  voices  that  have  questioned 
me  about  minimum  wage.  When  I  voted 
for  the  first  bill  it  was  25  cents  an  hour, 
and  they  told  me  it  would  ruin  me  and  they 
said  it  would  ruin  the  labor  organizations, 
too.  But  we  are  all  here,  and  it  looks  to 
me  like  we  are  doing  better  at  $1.25  than 
we  were  at  25  cents. 

I  remember  before  I  was  elected,  when  I 
was  just  a  kid  secretary  talking  to  my  Con- 
gressman about  voting  for  social  security, 
I  heard  all  the  scare  arguments  and  all  the 
fright  that  they  tried  to  put  into  men.  They 
said  it  is  socialistic,  it  is  compulsory,  it  is 


evil,  it  will  destroy  our  form  of  government. 
I  think  we  are  better  for  it.  I  think  we  are 
stronger  for  it.  I  think  we  are  richer  for 
it.  I  don't  think  many  people  would  like 
to  do  away  with  either  our  minimum  wage 
or  our  social  security. 

As  your  President  I  deal  every  day  with 
the  problems  that  affect  your  freedom  and 
affect  the  peace  of  the  world.  Those  prob- 
lems may  be  remote  from  this  peaceful  site 
out  here  this  afternoon.  Not  many  of  you 
get  waked  up  in  the  night  about  Cyprus, 
or  Zanzibar,  or  Viet-Nam.  But  I  never 
send  a  reconnaissance  mission  out  about  11 
o'clock  in  our  planes  with  our  boys  guiding 
them  to  take  a  look  at  what  is  developing, 
and  realize  they  have  to  be  back  at  3:30 
in  the  morning,  but  what  promptly  at  3:25 
I  wake  up  without  an  alarm  clock,  because 
I  want  to  be  sure  my  boys  get  back.  And 
sometimes  they  don't  come  back. 

There  are  those  that  say  you  ought  to  go 
north  and  drop  bombs,  to  try  to  wipe  out 
the  supply  lines,  and  they  think  that  would 
escalate  the  war.  We  don't  want  our 
American  boys  to  do  the  fighting  for  Asian 
boys.  We  don't  want  to  get  involved  in  a 
nation  with  700  million  people  and  get  tied 
down  in  a  land  war  in  Asia. 

There  are  some  that  say  we  ought  to  go 
south  and  get  out  and  come  home,  but  we 
don't  like  to  break  our  treaties  and  we  don't 
like  to  walk  off  and  leave  people  who  are 
searching  for  freedom,  and  suffering  to  ob- 
tain it,  and  walk  out  on  them.  We  remem- 
ber when  we  wanted  our  freedom  from 
Great  Britain,  and  we  remember  the  people 
that  helped  us  with  it,  and  we'll  never  for- 
get them.  So  we  don't  want  to  run  out  on 
them. 

So  what  are  we  doing?  We're  staying 
there  and  supplying  them  with  some  of  the 
things  that  we  have,  some  of  the  things 
that  the  richest,  most  powerful  nation  in 
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the  world  has  developed.  We  have  some 
tanks,  some  planes,  and  some  helicopters. 
We  have  20,000  men  out  there  advising  and 
helping  them,  and  v^e're  hoping  that  some 
way,  somehow,  these  people  that  are  invad- 
ing them  and  trying  to  envelop  them  and 
trying  to  take  their  freedom  away  from 
them  will  some  day  decide  that  it's  not 
worth  the  price  and  they  will  leave  their 
neighbors  alone  and  we  can  have  peace  in 
the  world. 

But  we  are  not  about  to  start  another  war 
and  we're  not  about  to  run  away  from 
where  we  are. 

Now,  our  hopes  for  the  future,  our  hopes 
for  peace,  rest  on  our  strength.  And  I  can 
look  you  in  the  eye  and  I  tell  you  in  truth 
and  sincerity  today  that  we  are  better  pre- 
pared than  we  have  ever  been  prepared  in 
our  lifetime,  and  we  are  prepared  because 
of  the  strength  that  you  are  building  here 
and  the  qualities  that  you  bring  to  your 
work. 

I  ask  each  of  you  to  look  back  to  your 
own  lives.  Remember  not  too  far  back. 
Just  look  at  the  thirties  that  I  was  talking 
about  a  moment  ago,  or  the  early  forties, 
and  see  if  there  are  any  of  you,  if  there's 
one  among  you  that's  not  eating  better,  that's 
not  doing  better,  that  doesn't  have  better 
clothes,  doesn't  make  more  money,  doesn't 
pay  more  taxes,  and  doesn't  live  in  a 
stronger,  a  richer,  a  better,  and  a  finer 
nation. 

Now,  what  we  have  in  the  future  and  how 
we  rank  in  the  world  will  depend  largely 
upon  you  people.  If  you  invited  me  down 
here  this  afternoon  and  expected  me  to  tell 
you  all  that  was  wrong  with  your  country, 
and  how  we  have  failed,  and  how  every- 
thing was  in  a  mess,  then  you  invited  the 
wrong  fellow. 

Today  we  have  more  people  working 
than  we've  ever  had  in  the  history  of  the 


United  States.  They're  living  in  better 
homes,  they're  eating  better  food  and  more 
of  it.  They  are  wearing  better  clothes, 
they  are  driving  better  automobiles,  they 
have  got  more  savings,  they  have  got  higher 
wages,  they  have  got  better  income,  their 
children  are  better  educated,  their  health  is 
better,  their  doctors  are  better,  their  hospi- 
tals are  better,  they  have  more  of  the  pleas- 
ures of  life. 

The  strength  of  America  today  and  the 
strength  of  America  in  the  years  to  come 
will  depend  upon  you  and  you  must  build 
that  strength,  because  it  depends  upon  the 
vision  of  the  people,  and  on  their  willingness 
to  look  to  the  future  and  not  to  the  past. 
Here's  your  look  at  the  future.  That's  what 
you  dreamed,  that's  what  you  saw,  that's 
what  you  have.  Aren't  you  proud  of 
Oklahoma?    lam. 

If  any  of  you  have  martyr  complexes,  you 
are  going  to  be  disappointed.  If  any  of 
you  are  distressed  and  depressed  with  your- 
self and  expect  me  to  come  down  here  and 
feel  sorry  for  you,  you  are  going  to  be  dis- 
appointed. I'm  proud  of  you.  I  recognize 
what  you  have  done.  I  recognize  what  this 
Government  has  done  with  your  help,  and 
I  want  to  tell  you,  we  not  only  have  much 
to  preserve  and  much  to  protect,  but  we 
have  much  to  love. 

If  we  will  just  go  back  to  the  Good  Book 
and  practice  some  of  the  teachings  of  the 
Lord,  if  we  will  just  follow  the  Golden 
Rule  and  do  unto  others  as  we  would  have 
them  do  unto  us,  if  we  just  engage  in  a 
little  introspection  and  look  where  we  were 
and  see  where  we  are,  we  won't  be  unhappy 
very  long.  We  won't  feel  sorry  for  our- 
selves very  long. 

We  have  done  mighty  well.  We  have  a 
lot  to  be  thankful  for,  and  one  of  the  things 
that  I  am  thankful  for  as  President  is  the 
prayers  and  the  support  and  the  good  will 
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and  the  faith  of  God-fearing  men  and 
women  like  you,  and  like  this  great  delega- 
tion that  you  have  sent  there  to  help  me. 

We  are  not  out  of  the  woods.  Some  of 
our  friends  talk  about  a  crisis  a  week.  Well, 
sometimes  I  don't  think  they  know  much 
about  the  Government.  We  have  a  crisis  a 
day  and  a  crisis  an  hour,  and  we're  always 
having  crises.  But  we're  not  going  to  be 
crybabies.  We're  going  to  stand  up  Uke 
men  and  face  them,  and  we're  going  to  win. 

We're  going  to  win  because  we  have 
faith  and  because  we  have  the  support  of 
the  people  and  because  we're  builders  and 
because  we  look  forward  to  leaving  this 
world  a  better  place  than  we  found  it. 

Thank  you  for  inviting  us  here.  I  wish 
I  could  stay  all  day,  but  I  have  two  other 


engagements  along  the  road  down  here  in 
Arkansas  and  back  in  Texas  tonight.  But 
if  you  will  invite  me  back  sometime,  I'll 
bring  my  boat  and  we'll  have  a  good  sail 
together. 
Thank  you. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  the  site  of  the  Eufaula 
Dam,  Eufaula,  Okla.  In  his  opening  words  he 
referred  to  Governor  Henry  Bellmon,  and  Senators 
A.  S.  Mike  Monroney  and  J.  Howard  Edmondson, 
all  of  Oklahoma,  and  to  Governor  John  Connally 
of  Texas  and  Representatives  Carl  Albert,  House 
majority  leader,  and  Ed  Edmondson,  both  of  Okla- 
homa. 

In  the  course  of  his  remarks  the  President  re- 
ferred to  the  late  Senator  Robert  S.  Kerr  of  Okla- 
homa, Representative  Mike  Kirwan  of  Ohio,  and 
Senator  John  L.  McClellan  of  Arkansas.  He  also 
referred  to  the  University  of  Oklahoma  "Sooner s" 
football  team,  favorites  in  a  game  with  the  Uni- 
versity of  Southern  California  which  was  played 
the  same  day  the  President  was  in  Oklahoma. 
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Mr,  Gay  lord,  Senator  Monroney,  honored 
members  of  the  Fair  Association  board  of 
directors.  Members  of  the  great  OJ{lahoma 
delegation  in  Congress,  my  fellow  Ameri- 
cans: 

As  Mr.  Gaylord  was  introducing  Lady 
Bird,  I  was  reminded  how  really  old  I  am, 
because  it  was  almost  two  decades  ago  when 
we  met  over  in  the  piney  woods  of  east 
Texas,  and  Mr.  Gaylord's  father  came  down 
to  Lufkin,  Tex.,  to  help  us  establish  our 
first  newsprint  mill. 

It  was  an  adventure  for  Texas  to  try  to 
bring  industry  from  Canada  and  from  other 
sections  of  the  United  States  to  our  own 
east  Texas  that  bordered  Arkansas  and 
Louisiana.  It  was  a  great  success  financially 
for  our  public-spirited  people  in  the  press, 
and  for  that  whole  area  of  Texas. 

So  I  am  happy  to  be  back  here  in  Okla- 
homa today,  Mr.  Gaylord,  returning  that 


visit  of  your  father  many  years  ago.  He 
came  to  our  State  to  help  us  build  industry. 
I  have  come  to  your  State  to  help  christen  a 
dam  and  to  watch  industry  move  to  Okla- 
homa. 

This  morning  I  stood  with  the  President 
of  Mexico  and  celebrated  the  peaceful  set- 
dement  of  a  border  dispute.  Just  a  week 
ago  I  stood  on  the  Canadian  soil  and,  with 
the  Prime  Minister  of  Canada,  celebrated 
an  agreement  or  treaty  that  we  had  entered 
into  with  our  neighbor,  the  nation  of  Can- 
ada. A  few  hours  ago  I  dedicated  the  Eu- 
faula Dam,  part  of  the  Arkansas  River  basin 
development  which  will  open  great  oppor- 
tunities for  all  the  people  of  this  great  State 
of  Oklahoma. 

Peace  between  nations,  and  progress  in 
Oklahoma,  may  seem  like  very  different 
things.  But  they  are  not.  They  are  both 
closely  connected.    You  can't  have  peace  in 


1 128 


Lyndon  B.  Johnson,  ig6^i^4 


Sept.  25    [598] 


the  world  unless  you  have  progress,  and  you 
can't  have  progress  unless  you  have  peace. 

You  are  lucky  enough  and  you  are  for- 
tunate enough  and  you  are  blessed  enough 
today  to  live  in  the  most  powerful  nation  in 
all  the  world.  And  it  is  only  a  prosperous 
nation  that  can  maintain  the  mightiest  mili- 
tary on  earth,  and  I  saw  some  of  it  at  Tinker 
Field  when  I  flew  over  it  today.  We  are 
going  to  keep  it  there,  and  we  are  going  to 
keep  it  growing  and  we  are  going  to  keep 
it  moving,  because  it  is  only  a  growing 
America,  it  is  only  a  thriving  America,  it 
is  only  an  enlightened  America  that  can 
maintain  its  commitments  to  other  nations 
of  the  world. 

Only  an  America  which  is  solving  its  own 
problems  can  convince  others  that  freedom's 
road,  and  not  the  Communist  road,  is  the 
road  to  progress.  Only  an  America  which 
is  true  to  its  own  principles — to  justice  and 
to  freedom — can  help  lead  other  people  in 
the  world  to  follow  those  same  principles. 

It  is  by  our  deeds  and  not  by  our  words 
that  we  lead  the  rest  of  the  world  in  the  cause 
of  freedom. 

You  live  in  the  wealthiest  nation  on  earth. 
You  enjoy  the  highest  standard  of  living  of 
any  people.  You  eat  more,  you  wear  more, 
you  live  in  the  best  houses,  you  have  more 
luxuries  than  any  people  anywhere.  Na- 
ture blessed  us  with  a  rich  earth,  and  it 
blessed  us  with  brave  men  to  work  it.  But 
none  of  us  must  ever  get  the  idea  that  success 
comes  from  circumstances  and  good  luck. 

It  came  from  almost  two  centuries  of  part- 
nership, partnership  between  Government 
and  the  people  in  the  cause  of  a  growing 
America,  and,  in  recent  years,  as  that  part- 
nership has  become  more  effective,  growth 
has  been  more  rapid. 

This  is  not  a  new  idea.  It  is  not  a  radical 
idea.  It  is  as  old  as  the  American  Nation. 
It  was  Thomas  Jefferson  who  said:  "The 


freedom  and  the  happiness  of  man  are  the 
sole  object  of  all  legitimate  government." 

Seventy-five  years  ago,  on  an  April 
morning,  starting  guns  signaled  the  opening 
of  this  land.  No  one  called  it  a  "giveaway." 
It  proved  one  of  the  greatest  investments  in 
freedom  that  we  ever  made.  What  came 
out  of  it?  I  will  tell  you  what  came  out  of  it. 
It  gave  us  Oklahoma. 

And  no  one  thought  it  would  dull  initia- 
tive. In  fact,  it  set  off  one  of  the  greatest 
demonstrations  of  individual  enterprise  in 
the  history  of  the  world.  This  city  was 
settled  between  noon  and  sundown  on  a 
single  day.  This  spirit  has  been  sustained 
to  this  day. 

An  Oklahoman,  Wiley  Post,  was  the  first 
to  solo  around  the  world.  An  Oklahoman, 
Gordon  Cooper,  was  the  latest  American  to 
orbit  the  globe,  and,  my,  you  ought  to  be 
proud  of  him.  Jim  Webb,  whom  I  drafted 
from  Kerr-McGee,  now  leads  us  in  the  ex- 
ploration of  the  planets. 

An  Oklahoman,  Will  Rogers,  captured 
the  spirit  of  all  America,  and  all  Americans 
loved  Will  Rogers.  And  no  man  had  more 
vision,  more  courage,  more  optimism,  more 
faith,  or  did  more  to  help  build  modern 
America  than  Robert  S.  Kerr. 

If  anyone  thinks  the  partnership  of  Gov- 
ernment and  people  is  eroding  our  courage 
or  erasing  initiative,  I  say  let  them  come  here 
to  the  State  Fair  of  Oklahoma  and  look  into 
these  happy  faces. 

I  came  here  today  to  talk  to  happy  people. 
I  came  here  to  talk  about  what  is  right.  I 
didn't  come  here  to  talk  about  what  is  wrong. 
I  am  proud  of  America,  and  I  am  proud  of 
Oklahoma,  and  I  am  proud  of  you. 

For  30  years — step  by  step  and  year  by 
year  and  vote  by  vote — ^the  men  of  both  par- 
ties have  worked  to  build  the  solid  struc- 
ture of  partnership  which  is  the  foundation 
of  our  present  prosperity.    There  have  been 


1 129 


[598]    Sept.  25 


Public  Papers  of  the  Presidents 


deeply  felt  disagreements  on  particular 
programs.  We  don't  always  see  every- 
thing alike.  If  we  did,  we  would  all  want 
the  same  wife.  But  there  has  been  broad 
agreement  on  the  great  goals,  and  there  has 
been  broad  agreement  that  it  is  the  duty  of 
the  Government  to  act  as  an  ally  of  the  free 
enterprise  system. 

There  is  one  more  thing.  Once  the  dis- 
agreements were  settled,  once  our  course 
was  set,  once  the  structure  was  built,  no 
leader  of  any  party  has  tried  to  tear  it 
down.  They  knew  that  far  too  much  de- 
pended on  it.  Those  who  attack  this  struc- 
ture of  partnership  assault  an  American 
tradition  as  old  as  this  Nation. 

And  I  intend,  as  long  as  I  am  President, 
to  make  sure  that  the  American  Govern- 
ment is  a  model  of  prudence  and  economy, 
and  that  doesn't  mean  that  we  are  going  to 
neglect  the  sick  or  forget  the  unemployed, 
repeal  social  security,  or  turn  our  farmers  out 
to  the  pasture.  It  means  that  we  are  going 
to  have  faith  in  the  people,  and  with  the 
people  together  work  to  build  a  better 
democracy. 

It  does  not  mean  that  we  are  going  to 
have  a  labor  Government.  It  does  not  mean 
that  we  are  going  to  have  a  business  Gov- 
ernment. It  means  that  we  are  going  to  ask 
labor  and  business  to  join  hands  and  to  have 
a  democratic  Government.  I  am  deter- 
mined that  Government  discharge  its  solemn 
duty  to  cooperate  in  strengthening  our  free 
enterprise  system,  and  to  give  all  the  free- 
dom possible  to  all  Americans. 

And  the  fact  is  that  all  of  the  programs 
of  your  Government  have  a  single  aim:  the 
freedom  and  the  happiness  of  our  people 
and  the  vitality  of  our  great  free  enter- 
prise system  which  has  made  America  what 
it  is  today. 

There  are  two  philosophies  at  each  others 
throat  in  the  world — the  Democratic  philos- 


ophy and  the  Communist  philosophy.  If  we 
win,  if  we  survive,  if  freedom  prevails,  it 
is  not  going  to  be  because  we  have  more 
people  than  they  do,  it  is  not  going  to  be 
because  we  have  more  acres  than  they  do, 
because  they  have  several  times  more  tillable 
acres  than  we  have  and  they  have  many  mil- 
lions more  people  than  we  have. 

It  is  not  going  to  be  because  we  have 
more  resources  than  they  have.  It  is  going  to 
be  because  we  have  a  system  of  government 
that  is  better  than  theirs.  It  is  going  to  be 
because  our  people  do  not  believe  in  regi- 
mentation and  centralization  and  socializa- 
tion. 

Our  people  believe  that  a  capitalist  ought 
to  be  able  to  take  his  dollar  and  invest  it, 
that  he  ought  to  be  allowed  a  reasonable  re- 
turn on  that  dollar  without  fear  of  having  it 
confiscated;  that  a  manager  ought  to  come 
along  and  help  invest  that  dollar  in  a  pro- 
ducing enterprise;  and  that  the  manager  that 
gets  up  at  daylight  and  stays  up  until  mid- 
night and  develops  stomach  ulcers  while  he 
is  doing  it,  he  is  entitled  to  a  2-week  vaca- 
tion, a  bonus  once  in  a  while,  a  litde  profit- 
sharing,  and  social  security  when  he  is  65. 

With  that  capitalist  who  invests  his  dollar, 
and  with  that  manager  who  manages,  we 
have  the  worker  who  produces.  He  gets  on 
the  assembly  line  and  every  27  seconds  he 
puts  the  rivets  in  the  top  of  a  car,  and  on 
every  one  that  comes  by.  And  if  he  doesn't 
get  them  all  in  in  27  seconds,  and  it  takes  28 
to  put  them  in,  then  that  car  goes  out  with- 
out a  rivet.    He  does  that  all  day  long. 

But  he  is  the  greatest  producer  in  all  the 
world — the  American  workingman.  He 
doesn't  ask  much  either.  He  wants  a  litde 
vacation.  He  would  like  to  have  a  little  sick 
leave,  he  hopes  he  has  a  little  medical  care, 
he  has  some  things  that  he  wants,  he  wants 
a  rug  on  the  floor,  and  a  picture  on  the  wall, 
and  a  little  music  in  the  house.    He  wants  a 
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church  that  he  can  worship  in  according  to 
the  dictates  of  his  own  conscience.  He  wants 
a  school  that  he  can  send  his  children  to  and 
he  hopes  they  get  better  education  than  he 
got.  He  doesn't  ask  for  the  world  with  a 
fence  around  it.  All  he  wants  is  to  make 
America  a  better  land. 

I  am  here  to  tell  you  that  if  we  all — Demo- 
crats, Republicans,  and  whatnots — do  what 
is  best  for  America,  it  will  be  best  for  us.  I 
want  all  of  you  to  do  everything  you  can  here 
at  home  because  we  have  enough  to  do  in 
Washington  without  your  coming  up  there 
and  asking  our  help.  I  know  you  don't  be- 
lieve in  the  Federal  Government  doing  much 
anyway.  But  when  I  come  flying  into  these 
places,  I  fly  into  an  airport  built  with  Fed- 
eral funds,  I  get  on  an  interstate  highway 
built  with  Federal  funds,  and  I  go  downtown 
and  talk  States'  rights.  And  I  hear  about 
them,  too. 

We  have  on  the  platform  today  two  Gov- 
ernors from  our  two  States,  Oklahoma  and 
your  neighbor.  One  of  them  is  a  Democrat, 
John  Connally,  and  the  other  is  a  Republi- 
can, Governor  Bellmon.  But  we  want  to 
work  with  both  of  them  to  make  America 
stronger  and  better  and  richer  for  all  of  our 
people.  And  don't  ever  get  so  selfish  but 
what  you  forget  that  what  is  good  for  your 
country  is  good  for  you. 

And  let's  put  aside  the  slogans  and  the 
false  warnings.  Let's  look  at  the  facts. 
Let's  see  what  your  Government  actually 
does. 

First,  more  than  half  of  our  national 
budget,  $52.5  billion,  is  used  to  defend 
you.  This  is  the  ultimate  protector  of  your 
freedom.  It  is  what  permits  you  to  go  to 
bed  at  night  without  fear  that  somebody 
will  rap  on  your  door  at  midnight  and  order 
you  into  the  hoosegow.  I  want  to  tell  you 
as  long  as  I  am  President,  I  intend  to  keep 
our  defenses  the  best  in  all  the  world. 


Second,  more  than  lo  percent  of  our  na- 
tional budget  goes  directly  to  help  States 
and  communities  meet  their  own  problems 
on  the  local  level.  I  will  talk  to  you  about  a 
few  of  them,  some  of  your  Hill-Burton  hos- 
pitals, some  of  your  highways,  some  of  your 
airports,  some  of  your  farm  programs. 

Third,  your  Government  has  programs  of 
cooperation  and  partnership  with  private 
enterprise.  The  Small  Business  Admin- 
istration has  made  more  than  20,000  loans 
to  thousands  of  struggling  small  businesses. 
It  has  created  more  than  400,000  jobs.  The 
area  redevelopment  program  helped  to  re- 
build stricken  parts  of  our  country  so  that 
business  could  come  and  prosper  and  men 
could  find  new  jobs. 

The  agricultural  programs  have  given  our 
farmers  the  confidence  in  the  future  which 
lets  them  invest  and  modernize.  We  have 
not  solved  all  of  our  farm  problems,  but  we 
have  come  a  long  way  from  1933  when  they 
were  throwing  men  out  of  windows  when 
they  tried  to  foreclose  all  of  our  farms. 

I  don't  think  anyone  seriously  believes 
that  we  have  destroyed  the  will  to  work  or 
the  will  to  produce.  The  truth  is  that  we 
have  the  most  abundant,  free  agricultural 
economy  in  the  history  of  the  world.  And 
I  am  somewhat  proud  of  the  fact  that  our 
farmers  did  such  a  good  job  that  they  had 
all  we  needed  to  feed  all  the  American 
people,  and  the  Communists  had  to  come 
over  here  to  buy  wheat  to  make  bread  for 
their  own  people. 

Fourth,  for  our  entire  history  we  have 
worked  with  local  government  and  private 
enterprise  to  develop  the  power  and  the 
water,  the  roads  and  the  canals  which  are 
really  the  foundation  of  industry  in  this 
country.  And  as  long  as  I  am  your  Presi- 
dent, your  Government  is  going  to  devote 
full  energy  in  developing  all  of  these  re- 
sources, and  one  of  them  that  we  are  now 
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developing  is  the  Arkansas  River. 

Fifth,  research  and  technology  have  made 
possible  the  modern  aircraft  industry,  the 
atomic  power  industry,  and  the  nitrates  on 
w^hich  agriculture  depends. 

Sixth,  v^e  have  an  investment  partnership 
in  human  resources,  in  education,  in  skill 
training,  in  health.  Think  about  v^^hat  has 
been  done  with  polio  alone.  Think  about 
how  every  mother  in  this  country  dreaded 
and  feared  spring  and  summer  to  come  be- 
cause they  were  afraid  their  children  would 
wind  up  crippled.  And  think  about  how 
their  dreams  of  some  day  finding  a  medi- 
cine, a  vaccine,  that  would  prevent  all  of 
this  terrible  suffering.  And  those  dreams 
have  now  come  to  pass. 

All  of  these  programs  are  designed  to  pro- 
vide America  with  protection,  designed  to 
provide  America  with  the  skilled  people  that 
it  needs,  designed  to  give  people  a  chance 
to  take  a  productive  role  in  the  Nation.  And 
that  is  why  your  forefathers  set  up  a  system 
of  public  education.  A  great  President  of 
the  Republic  of  Texas  before  we  came  into 
the  Union  once  said,  "An  educated  mind  is 
the  guardian  genius  of  democracy.  It  is 
the  only  dictator  that  free  men  recognize, 
and  it  is  the  only  ruler  that  free  men  design." 

So  a  system  of  public  education,  every 
dollar  invested  in  education  today,  brings  a 
return  of  lo  to  12  percent  in  national  wealth, 
and  that  is  a  pretty  good  return  on  a  dollar 
invested — 10  to  12  percent. 

Seventh,  we  have  a  system  of  Government 
protection  designed  to  liberate  free  enter- 
prise for  growth.  The  SEC  that  was  born 
during  the  Roosevelt  administration  has 
helped  make  all  of  us  a  nation  of  capitalists. 
Insurance  for  your  hard-earned  savings  in 
your  savings  and  loans,  in  your  banks,  has 
protected  the  greatest  banking  system  in  all 
the  world,  and  they  are  not  popping  like 
firecrackers  as  they  once  were.    Antitrust 


legislation  has  made  it  possible  for  smaller 
businesses  to  survive  and  for  competition  to 
flourish. 

The  drug  laws  and  the  food  laws  have 
given  the  consumer  the  confidence  on  which 
rising  sales  depend.  Other  laws,  by  elimi- 
nating abuses,  have  made  it  unnecessary  to 
adopt  measures  which  might  strangle  the 
workings  of  our  market  economy. 

Eighth,  programs — from  the  food  stamp 
program  to  unemployment  compensation  to 
social  security  give  people  a  better  chance  to 
stand  on  their  own  feet,  to  help  themselves 
in  our  own  free  enterprise  tradition. 

I  remember  as  a  young  man  standing  in 
the  corridors  of  the  Congress  back  in  the 
early  1930's,  when  I  heard  one  Congressman 
that  was  a  friend  of  mine  say  that  he  was 
seriously  considering  voting  against  social 
security  because  they  used  some  horrible 
name  about  it — they  called  it  socialistic  and 
socialism,  and  it  was  changing  our  form  of 
government.  But  it  is  mighty  hard  to  find 
a  man  today — you  have  to  travel  north, 
south,  east,  and  west  to  find  one — that  would 
repeal  our  social  security  system. 

Yes,  Americans  recognize  the  duty  of  a 
rich  and  compassionate  nation  to  assist  the 
old,  to  assist  the  sick,  and  to  assist  the  help- 
less. All  of  us  were  taught  to  follow  the 
Golden  Rule  of  "Do  unto  others  as  you 
would  have  them  do  unto  you."  And  that 
is  what  your  Government  is  going  to  do  as 
long  as  I  am  your  President. 

These  are  the  facts  and  not  the  slogans. 

I  just  wish  that  we  had  as  good  a  chance 
for  rain  down  home  as  you  have  here.  We 
have  been  caking  our  old  cows  all  summer, 
and  we  are  out  of  pears  down  there. 

But  these  are  the  facts  and  not  the  slogans. 
It  contributes  to  the  vitality  of  our  free 
enterprise  system  and  the  freedom  of  the 
individual. 

The  fact  is  that  never  in  our  American  his- 
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tory  has  your  American  business  been  more 
alive,  been  more  growing,  been  filled  with 
greater  opportunity  than  it  is  now.  And 
I  think  that  you  know  in  your  heart  that 
that  is  right. 

And  all  you  have  to  do  is  turn  on  your 
television,  or  buy  your  morning  or  after- 
noon paper,  or  listen  to  your  neighbor  down 
the  street,  to  realize  that  never  in  our  his- 
tory have  Americans  been  freer  to  criticize 
or  to  pursue  their  ambitions,  or  to  live  as 
they  want  to  live,  as  they  are  today.  And 
I  think  that  you  know  in  your  heart  that 
that  is  right. 

Well,  these  are  the  fruits  of  the  partner- 
ship that  we  have  built,  that  your  father  and 
mother  and  your  granddaddy  helped  us 
build.     And  this  is  the  partnership  we  are 


going  to  continue  between  the  Government 
and  the  people  as  long  as  I  am  your  Presi- 
dent. And  I  think  you  know  in  your  heart 
that  we  have  so  much  to  be  thankful  for, 
so  much  to  protect,  so  much  to  preserve. 

So  let's  go  home  tonight  and  let's  don't 
weep  on  our  pillow.  Let's  say  our  prayers 
and  thank  our  good  Lord  Almighty  that 
we  are  as  lucky  as  we  are,  and  that  we 
enjoy  the  blessings  that  are  ours. 

Goodby  and  good  luck. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  the  Oklahoma  State 
Fairgrounds  in  Oklahoma  City.  In  his  opening 
words  he  referred  to  Edward  L.  Gaylord,  execu- 
tive vice  president  and  treasurer  of  the  Oklahoma 
Publishing  Company  who  presided  at  the  ceremony, 
and  Senator  A.  S.  Mike  Monroney  of  Oklahoma. 
The  text  of  the  remarks  of  Mrs.  Johnson,  who 
spoke  briefly,  was  also  released. 
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Mr.  Russell,  Governor  and  Mrs,  Faubus, 
Governor  Connally,  Senator  Yarborough, 
Congressman  and  Mrs.  Patman,  Congress- 
man and  Mrs,  Harris,  distinguished  plat- 
form guests,  ladies  and  gentlemen: 

First,  I  want  to  express  my  deep  regret  to 
all  of  you  and  to  each  o£  you  for  our  tardiness 
this  evening.  It  was  good  of  you  to  want  us 
to  come.  It  was  even  better  of  you  to  be  so 
patient  and  understanding. 

We  left  Washington  early  this  morning, 
about  4:30  or  5  o'clock  your  time,  and  we 
have  been  to  El  Paso,  Euf aula  Dam,  in  Okla- 
homa, Muskogee,  Oklahoma  City,  and 
everywhere  we  have  gone  we  have  been 
meeting  and  visiting  with  and  talking  with, 
and  seeing,  good  people  just  like  you.  So 
because  of  the  crowds  and  because  of  our 
desire  to  say  hello  to  each  of  them,  we  were 
delayed  tonight.  I  hope  that  you  are  good 
enough   to   understand   that   there   wasn't 


much  we  could  do  about  it. 

We  do  appreciate  your  coming  here  and 
welcoming  us  back  to  our  home  State.  We 
do  appreciate  the  presence  of  the  two  great 
Governors  of  Arkansas  and  Texas,  and  how 
they  honor  us  on  this  platform.  We  are 
very  pleased  that  we  could  have  with  us  our 
own  senior  Senator  from  the  State  of  Texas, 
Ralph  Yarborough;  our  own  Congressman, 
Jack  Brooks. 

You  know,  we  in  Texas  are  very  proud  of 
our  delegation.  We  have  been  proud  of  it 
for  many  years  in  the  Congress.  When  Mr. 
Garner  was  Vice  President  many  years  ago, 
and  Mr.  Ray  burn  was  the  Majority  Leader 
getting  ready  for  the  Speakership,  someone 
asked  him  why  Texas  had  such  a  fine  dele- 
gation in  the  Congress.  Mr.  Ray  burn  re- 
plied, "We  pick  'em  young,  we  pick  'em 
honest,  we  send  them  there  and  we  keep 
them  there." 
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And  the  reason  that  Texas  and  Arkansas 
both  have  such  a  fine  delegation  in  the  Con- 
gress today  is  because  you  pick  'em  young, 
and  you  pick  'em  honest,  and  you  send  'em 
there  and  you  keep  them  there. 

I  think  I  should  say  to  you  people  in 
Texarkana,  you  are  a  very  fortunate  lot.  For 
many  years  you  have  had  tv^o  of  the  ablest 
Congressmen  in  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives. You  know,  there  vi^as  a  time  in  Texas 
history  when  we  said  we  give  you  two  gov- 
ernors for  the  price  of  one.  Well,  in  Tex- 
arkana you  have  two  Congressmen  for  the 
price  of  one — our  own  beloved  Wright  Pat- 
man  and  our  own  beloved  Oren  Harris. 

Now  Texans  will  understand  this  be- 
cause we  are  quite  a  modest  lot,  but  while 
I  have  a  chance  to  say  something  to  Ar- 
kansas, I  want  to  say  this:  There  is  no 
delegation  in  the  United  States  Congress 
that  has  contributed  more  to  the  success  of 
that  Congress,  that  has  contributed  more 
sound,  constructive  leadership  to  the  entire 
Nation,  than  the  great  State  of  Arkansas. 
There  are  States  in  the  Union  that  you  can't 
match  in  number  of  tillable  acres.  There 
are  States  in  the  Union  that  you  can't  match 
in  terms  of  per  capita  wealth.  There  are 
States  in  the  Union  that  you  cannot  match 
in  poulation.  But  I  will  tell  you,  the  Ar- 
kansas delegation  is  a  match  for  any  dele- 
gation in  either  House  of  the  Congress. 

John  McClellan  and  Bill  Fulbright  wear 
proudly  the  title  of  Senator  from  the  great 
State  of  Arkansas  in  the  greatest  delibera- 
tive body  in  the  world.  Wilbur  Mills,  Jim 
Trimble,  Oren  Harris,  and  "Took"  Gath- 
ings,  the  other  members  of  the  Arkansas 
delegation  in  the  Congress,  are  always  there 
and  on  the  job,  and  all  of  them  have  reached 
positions  of  seniority  where  they  exercise 
great  influence.  I  have  never  seen  a  single 
one  of  them  when  you  called  upon  them  but 
what  they  knew  what  they  were  talking 


about  and  they  had  only  one  criterion,  only 
one  yardstick  they  applied,  and  that  was 
this:  If  this  is  good  for  America,  it  is  good 
for  Arkansas  and  it  is  good  for  us. 

I  say  to  you  tonight  that  the  Arkansas 
delegation  in  the  Congress  has  made  great 
contributions  to  the  welfare  of  all  of  our 
people.  And  I  honor  them  and  I  salute 
them. 

We  have  come  here,  though,  to  commem- 
orate the  great  life  of  a  great  man — John 
Fitzgerald  Kennedy.  Ten  thousand  words 
would  not  honor  the  one  thousand  days  that 
he  served  us  all.  Ten  times  ten  thousand 
words  would  not  express  the  sorrow  in  the 
hearts  of  each  of  us  tonight.  But  John  Ken- 
nedy would  be  impatient  if  we  spent  even 
one  hundred  words  eulogizing  him  or  sor- 
rowing over  him. 

He  would  want  us  to  honor  him  as  he 
always  honored  us:  by  thinking  of  tomor- 
row. By  talking  of  what  we  must  do  to- 
gether to  make  tomorrow  better  and  brighter 
and  more  secure  for  all  men  in  our  land 
and  for  all  people  around  the  world. 

On  that  September  day  4  years  ago  when 
John  Fitzgerald  Kennedy  came  here  to  Tex- 
arkana and  spoke  to  you,  he  had  this  to  say: 

"Lyndon  Johnson  and  I  seek  to  represent 
the  United  States  in  a  very  difficult  and  a 
very  dangerous  period.  We  do  not  run  for 
the  Presidency  and  the  Vice  Presidency 
promising  that  if  we  are  elected  life  will  be 
easier. 

"But  we  do  promise  you  that  if  we  are 
elected  this  country  will  begin  to  move  again. 
This  country  will  move  forward.  This 
country  will  stand  strong.  This  country's 
brightest  days  will  be  ahead." 

Tonight  you  know,  and  all  the  world 
knows,  that  America  is  moving  forward, 
America  does  stand  strong,  the  brightest 
days  that  we  have  ever  known  are  opening 
before  us.    And  they  are  opening  in  every 
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section  of  the  land.  I  am  so  proud  that,  we 
have  leadership  that  is  opening  those  doors 
to  our  own  beloved  section. 

But  I  would  not  want  to  mislead  you. 
This  is  still  a  dangerous  and  a  difficult  time. 
This  generation  of  Americans  wants  no 
promise  of  a  life  of  ease,  for  we  seek  to  live 
the  life  of  the  free. 

Our  concern  tonight  is  for  courage  enough 
to  win  the  contest  of  our  times,  for  we  know 
this:  What  we  have  we  cannot  keep,  what 
we  hope  to  have  we  cannot  reach,  unless 
we  hold  to  our  sure  and  our  steadfast  course 
of  strength. 

America's  strength  has  never  been  the 
strength  of  arms  alone.  America's  missiles 
are  mighty.  But  the  true  strength  of  Amer- 
ica lies  in  the  moral  might  of  our  cause.  It 
lives  in  the  righteousness  of  the  hearts  of  the 
people. 

The  sons  of  America  are  welcome  tonight 
in  free  lands  around  the  world  because  all 
men  know  that  their  purpose  is  peace.  And 
the  day  must  never  come  when  our  words 
or  our  deeds  cause  that  purpose  to  be 
doubted. 

Who  leads  America  must  speak  what  is 
deep  in  the  hearts  of  Americans,  not  what 
comes  from  the  top  of  the  head.  And  deep 
in  the  heart  of  all  America  is  a  love  for 
peace.  We  so  devoutly  want  peace  in  the 
world.  We  want  peace  in  the  lives  of  all  of 
our  people.  We  want  our  senior  citizens 
and  our  young  folks,  our  family  farmers 
and  our  businessmen,  our  workingmen  and 
our  management  people,  to  live  without  fear 
of  the  future. 

In  your  lifetime  and  mine,  great  gains 
have  been  made  in  this  land,  the  greatest 
gains  ever  made  in  any  land  at  any  time. 
And  there  is  no  time  for  us  tonight  to  give 
those  gains  away  or  to  allow  them  to  be 
taken  from  us.  But  those  gains  will  go,  and 
they  will  be  taken  from  us,  if  ever  we  allow 


any  people  to  divide  us.  Because  the  ulti- 
mate test  of  moral  fitness  for  men  who  seek 
a  public  trust  is  their  devotion  to  perfection 
of  our  system  and  their  devotion  to  justice  in 
our  society. 

All  that  we  are,  all  that  we  ever  hope  to 
be,  is  placed  in  mortal  jeopardy  by  those 
who  would  divide  us,  by  those  who  would 
set  class  against  class,  and  creed  against 
creed,  and  religion  against  religion,  and 
color  against  color,  and  section  against 
section. 

Let  me  remind  each  of  you  tonight  that 
here  in  Texarkana  I  stand  astride  the  bound- 
ary line  between  the  two  great  States.  Only 
a  few  miles  out  yonder  and  a  few  miles  be- 
hind me  two  other  great  States  join  these 
two.  Almost  anywhere  else  in  the  world 
these  lines  would  be  marked  by  fences,  or 
barriers,  or  walls — but  not  here  in  America. 

As  it  is  among  Americans,  so  it  is  be- 
tween us  and  our  neighbors. 

Only  last  week  I  stood  on  our  border  with 
the  Prime  Minister  of  Canada,  far  away  from 
here.  Only  today,  at  noon,  I  stood  on  our 
border  with  the  President  of  Mexico.  On 
neither  border  are  there  fortifications  or 
barbed  wire  fences  or  fears.  And  this  is 
the  way  that  Americans  want  to  live — in 
the  world  and  at  home.  And  this  is  an- 
other reason  why  we  must  guard  against 
those  who  would  erect  around  our  regions 
or  our  States  prejudice  and  the  barriers  of 
hate  or  misunderstanding. 

My  beloved  friends,  as  I  stand  here  before 
you  tonight,  looking  into  your  faces  and  into 
your  eyes,  I  face  to  the  south.  I  speak  words 
which  were  spoken  long  before  when  I  say, 
"Abandon  all  these  local  animosities  and 
make  your  sons  American."  Those  are  the 
words  of  a  great  son  of  the  South.  Those 
are  the  words  of  Robert  E.  Lee,  and  they 
are  words  by  which  all  of  us  may  wisely  live 
today. 
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Sixty  miles  from  here  my  wife  was  born. 
In  this  part  of  Texas  she  lived  as  a  young 
girl  and  she  learned  as  a  young  woman. 
This  earth  of  Texas  is  part  of  her,  and  I  am 
proud  to  say  it  is  part  of  me.  She  has  come 
back  home  tonight  to  the  soil  and  to  the 
people  that  she  loves. 

One's  heart  never  really  leaves  home.  Al- 
though thousands  of  miles  may  intrude, 
and  you  may  walk  with  kings,  queens,  prime 
ministers,  and  fair  ladies,  there  is  forever 
a  part  of  your  birthplace  that  is  bright  and 
that  is  alive,  and  that  gives  you  pride. 

So  tonight  I  speak  to  you  with  a  heart 
full  of  hope  and  with  a  heart  full  of  promise. 

But  there  are  voices  abroad  in  the  land 
that  have  a  strange  and  a  brittle  tone.  They 
cry  out  that  we  are  weak,  and  America  is 
soft  and  blind.  They  insist  the  way  to  the 
future  is  the  road  back  into  the  past.  They 
demand  suspicion  as  the  price  of  liberty,  and 
belligerence  as  the  alternate  for  peace.  They 
just  can't  seem  to  find  anything  right  with 
our  beloved  country  and  our  beloved  peo- 
ple.   And  all  they  find  about  us  is  wrong. 

But  thank  God  truth  is  eternal.  Malice 
may  distort  it,  and  ignorance  may  ignore  it, 
and  panic  may  deride  it,  but  the  truth  is 
always  there.  Truth  is  the  weapon  of  the 
people,  and  truth  is  their  shield  against  dis- 
honor. Truth  will  protect  them  from  false 
prophets  and  truth  will  save  them  from  cruel 
hopes. 

The  truth  is  simple  and  the  truth  is  this: 
Our  beloved  Nation  was  never  stronger  than 
it  is  this  hour  tonight.  And  our  Nation 
was  never  more  prosperous  than  it  is  this 
hour  tonight.  You  and  all  of  you  know  that 
in  your  heart  I  am  right,  because  I  know 
where  we  have  been,  so  it  is  easy  to  meas- 
ure how  far  we  have  come. 

Tonight  social  security  is  the  haven  for 
our  elderly  citizens,  and  minimum  wages 
have  brought  a  better  life  to  millions  of  our 


little  people.  The  TVA  and  the  REA  have 
banished  darkness  from  the  countryside,  and 
some  of  the  voices  say  that  this  is  all  wrong. 
But  the  truth  says  that  it  is  right. 

Tonight  our  free  enterprise  system  was 
never  healthier.  Wages  were  never  larger. 
Profits  were  never  higher,  and  job  oppor- 
tunities were  never  brighter,  because  more 
than  72  million  have  jobs  tonight.  Some 
of  the  voices  deny  this.  But  you  know  in 
your  heart  that  it  is  right. 

Today  we  have  opened  the  doors  to  more 
education  for  more  people.  We  have 
widened  the  horizons  of  better  conservation 
of  all  of  our  natural  resources.  This  after- 
noon I  saw  dozens  of  miles  of  long  lakes 
where  mothers  and  fathers  will  take  their 
children  for  weekends.  I  saw  dams  that 
will  save  the  farmers  downstream  from 
floods.  I  saw  homes  that  will  have  elec- 
tricity because  of  the  energy  that  is  created. 
Yes,  the  voices  say  this  conservation  is 
wrong.  But  you  know,  and  I  know,  in  our 
hearts  that  it  is  right. 

Tonight  we  ask  for  equality  under  our 
Constitution  and  under  our  Bill  of  Rights. 
We  ask  for  equality  and  justice  and  fair 
treatment  for  all  of  our  citizens  under  our 
Constitution,  and  because  of  this,  some  of 
us  are  smeared  and  some  of  us  are  told  that 
we  should  be  fearful.  But  the  truth  says 
that  it  is  right. 

Today  we  enjoy  more  freedom  than  any 
American  ever  enjoyed  at  any  time  in  our 
history,  and  what  is  important,  we  have 
more  time  to  enjoy  it  because  we  are  work- 
ing fewer  hours  per  day,  fewer  days  per 
week,  fewer  weeks  per  year.  The  voices 
deny  this.  But  the  truth  says  that  it  is 
right. 

Tonight  we  have  a  test  ban  treaty  that 
keeps  the  air  that  we  breathe — ^keeps  it 
clean  and  free  of  poison.  Some  of  the  voices 
say  that  this  is  a  mistake,  that  this  is  wrong. 
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But  the  mothers  of  America  say  this  is  right, 
and  you  know  in  your  own  heart  that  this 
is  right. 

Tonight  we  strive  for  peace,  peace  in  the 
world  through  armed  strength  and  through 
human  understanding,  through  the  United 
Nations  and  through  God's  own  rule  of 
doing  unto  others  as  you  would  have  them 
do  unto  you.  The  voices  say  this  is  wrong. 
But  the  truth  says  this  is  right. 

So  my  fellow  countrymen,  I  have  faith  in 
the  truth.  The  truth  made  us  free.  And  the 
truth  shall  keep  us  free. 

Sometimes  in  the  late  of  night,  when  all 
the  Capital  City  has  gone  to  sleep,  I  sit  by 
myself  behind  that  big  black  fence  and  I  read 
and  I  think.  And  oftentimes  it  is  so  quiet 
in  the  White  House  that  I  can  almost 
hear  the  footsteps  of  the  men  who  have  lived 
in  that  house,  and  the  men  who  have  walked 
its  halls  and  have  slept  in  its  rooms,  and 
have  stayed  awake  waiting  for  the  sun  to 
come  up — Jefferson,  Madison,  Jackson, 
Abraham  Lincoln,  Theodore  Roosevelt, 
Woodrow  Wilson,  Franklin  D.  Roosevelt, 
Harry  Truman,  Dwight  Eisenhower,  and 
John  Fitzgerald  Kennedy. 

And  when  the  problems  and  the  deci- 
sions that  are  part  of  every  President's  life 
weigh  heavily  upon  me,  and  my  shoulders 
bend  because  it  just  seems  that  you  can't 
carry  any  more,  I  always  try  to  remember 
that  this  land  was  born  in  struggle  and  has 
survived  and  endured  in  freedom  because 
truth  prevailed  and  because  decency  ulti- 
mately triumphed. 


I  also  remember  that  the  men  who  lived  in 
this  house  before  me  kept  one  cause  and  one 
aim  in  their  hearts:  What  is  right  and  what 
is  best  for  the  American  people. 

Well,  here  on  the  platform  with  my  be- 
loved friends  Oren  Harris  and  Wright  Pat- 
man,  with  my  great,  able,  senior  Senator 
Ralph  Yarborough,  and  with  the  two  dis- 
tinguished Governors,  the  chief  executives 
of  our  States,  Orval  Faubus  and  John  Con- 
nally,  I  want  to  say  to  all  of  you,  with  God 
as  my  witness,  that  this  is  my  aim,  and 
this  is  my  purpose:  What  is  right  and  best 
for  the  American  people  is  best  for  all  of 
us. 

And  with  your  help  and  with  God's  guid- 
ance, with  the  strength  that  comes  from  your 
prayers,  Lady  Bird  and  I  will  go  back  and 
open  the  gate  and  get  behind  the  black  iron 
fence  on  Monday.  We  pledge  to  you  for  as 
long  as  we  are  privileged  to  be  there  that 
we  shall  do  what  is  right  and  what  is  best 
for  all  the  people  of  this  land. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  the  dedication  of  the 
John  F.  Kennedy  Square  in  Texarkana,  Texas- 
Arkansas.  In  his  opening  words  he  referred  to 
Norman  Russell,  an  officer  of  the  Texarkana  John 
F.  Kennedy  Memorial  Foundation,  who  presided 
at  the  ceremonies,  Governor  Orval  Faubus  o£  Ar- 
kansas and  Mrs.  Faubus,  to  Governor  John  Con- 
nally,  Senator  Ralph  Yarborough,  and  Representa- 
tive Wright  Patman  and  Mrs.  Patman,  all  of  Texas, 
and  to  Representative  Oren  Harris  of  Arkansas  and 
Mrs.  Harris.  Later  he  referred  to  Representative 
Jack  Brooks  of  Texas  and  Senators  John  L.  Mc- 
Clellan  and  J.  W.  Fulbright  and  Representatives 
Wilbur  D.  Mills,  James  W.  Trimble,  and  E.  C. 
Gathings,  all  of  Arkansas. 

The  text  of  the  remarks  of  Mrs.  Johnson,  who 
spoke  briefly,  was  also  released. 


600    Statement  by  the  President  Upon  Making  Public  an  FBI  Report 
on  the  Recent  Urban  Riots.    September  26,  1964 


TOGETHER  with  all  Americans,  I  have 
been  disturbed  by  the  riots  which  took  place 
this  past  summer  in  some  of  our  cities.   The 


preservation  of  order  in  such  circumstances 
is  the  responsibility  of  the  local  communities 
and  the  States,  but  the  fact  that  such  riots 
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can  occur  is  a  matter  of  national  concern 
as  well  as  personal  concern  to  me. 

I  have  today  asked  Mr.  J.  Edgar  Hoover, 
Director  of  the  Federal  Bureau  of  Investi- 
gation, to  make  public  a  report  summarizing 
the  available  facts  developed  by  the  Bureau 
on  the  causes  and  development  of  these  riots. 

Mr.  Hoover's  report  indicates  that: 

— ^No  definite  pattern  vi^as  found  to  exist 
in  connection  v^ith  the  riots  from  one  city  to 
another. 

— The  riots  did  not  have  a  single  cause 
and  cannot  be  attributed  to  any  identifiable 
group  of  individuals. 

— The  riots  occurred  in  communities  with 
economic  and  social  problems  crying  out  for 
solution. 

— Local  police  acted  with  great  restraint 
in  the  face  of  violent  abuse. 

— ^The  riots,  as  well  as  other  criminal  and 
juvenile  delinquency  problems  in  our  cities, 
are  closely  connected  to  school  dropouts. 

— The  mass  of  people  in  each  community, 
white  and  Negro  alike,  deplored  the  riots 
and  have  cooperated  to  maintain  law  and 
order. 

— Each  riot  began  with  a  single  incident 
and  was  aggravated  by  hoodlums  and  ha- 
bitual lawbreakers. 

— ^No  evidence  was  found  that  the  riots 
were  organized  on  a  national  basis  by 
any  single  person,  group  of  persons,  or 
organization. 

I  have  taken  several  steps  as  a  result  of 
this  report: 

First,  I  have  directed  the  FBI  through  its 
National  Academy  to  make  riot  training 
available  for  all  police  departments  in  the 
United  States. 

Second,  I  have  instructed  the  Secretary  of 
Defense  to  enlarge  the  program  of  the  United 
States  Army  for  demonstration  techniques 
of  riot  control.    We  will  make  these  tech- 


niques a  larger  part  of  the  training  of  the 
National  Guard  of  the  various  States  and 
we  will  make  them  available  to  local  police 
forces  as  well. 

Third,  I  have  directed  Secretary  of  Health, 
Education,  and  Welfare  to  make  a  study  of 
the  dropout  program  followed  in  the  District 
of  Columbia — one  of  the  most  intensive  in 
the  Nation — and  other  places,  and  to  make 
recommendations  to  me  as  soon  as  possible 
on  what  further  steps  might  be  taken  by  the 
Federal  Government  to  assist  in  meeting  this 
important  problem. 

Fourth,  at  an  appropriate  time  I  intend  to 
call  a  conference  of  State  and  city  officials  to 
discuss  ways  in.  which  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment can  continue  to  be  of  assistance  in  this 
whole  area. 

Most  Americans  have  a  deep  commitment 
to  civil  peace.  I  call  upon  all  our  fellow 
citizens  to  remember  that  respect  for  law 
and  order  and  regard  for  each  person's 
rights  are  the  cornerstones  of  self-govern- 
ment in  a  democracy. 

This  administration  feels  strongly  that  this 
must  be  a  society  of  law  and  order  in  which 
citizens  live  by  recognized  rules  of  conduct. 
To  that  end  we  not  only  enforce  Federal 
acts  but  cooperate  at  all  levels  of  govern- 
ment to  assure  that  civil  peace  shall  be  main- 
tained. 

Every  citizen,  regardless  of  his  race,  creed, 
or  color,  is  entitled  to  equal  justice.  And 
every  citizen  is  entitled  to  be  secure  in  his 
person  on  our  city  streets  or  in  the  country- 
side. 

The  FBI  in  the  first  8  months  of  this  year 
has  attended  172  police  training  schools 
throughout  the  Nation  where  the  attend- 
ance has  totaled  more  than  5,800  law  en- 
forcement officers  and  has  offered  advice  and 
counsel.  In  addition,  the  FBI  has  sponsored 
just  this   summer  228   conferences   which 
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were  attended  by  20,184  People  representing 
6,406  police  agencies  on  the  problems  of  se- 
curing law  and  justice. 
We  will  continue  this  kind  of  coopera- 


tion so  our  citizens  may  live  in  dignity  and 
in  security. 

note:  The  FBI  report  (lo  pp.,  processed)  is  dated 
September  i8,  1964. 
The  statement  was  released  at  Austin,  Tex. 


601     Remarks  in  Providence  at  the  200th  Anniversary  Convocation 
of  Brown  University.    September  28,  1964 


President  Keeney,  my  old  and  valued  friend 
Senator  Pastore  and  Senator  Pell,  Congress- 
man Fogarty,  Congressman  St  Germain, 
Governor  Chafee,  Governor  Gallogly,  dis- 
tinguished scholars,  my  fellotv  Americans: 

This  is  a  proud  day  for  this  university,  and 
for  the  citizens  of  this  great  State.  In  these 
times  the  greatness  of  States  is  measured  not 
by  their  size,  but  by  the  worth  of  their 
schools.  By  that  measure,  no  State  stands 
larger  than  the  home  State  of  Brown  Uni- 
versity. 

For  200  years  Brown  has  honored  that 
charter  of  1764  by  "forming  the  rising  gen- 
eration" into  "...  a  succession  of  men  duly 
qualified  for  discharging  the  offices  of  life 
with  both  usefulness  and  reputation." 

From  this  campus  have  come  many  of 
the  most  useful  figures  of  our  national  life — 
great  educators  like  Horace  Mann;  great 
leaders  of  business  like  John  D.  Rockefeller, 
Jr.,  and  Tom  Watson,  Jr.;  great  public  serv- 
ants like  Tom  Corcoran,  four  Secretaries  of 
State,  and  many  distinguished  United  States 
Senators. 

I  speak  with  personal  appreciation  today 
on  this  subject.  In  the  Senate,  I  had  no 
more  trusted  counselors  or  cherished  friends 
than  Theodore  Francis  Green  and  John  E. 
Pastore.  And  your  brilliant  young  Senator 
Claiborne  Pell  is  taking  his  place  as  a  leader 
and  a  statesman.  Today  I  am  proud  to  have 
in  my  administration  two  men  who  served 


as  deans  at  Brown — Dr.  Robert  W.  Morse 
and  Dr.  Donald  Hornig. 

For  all  that  has  gone  before.  Brown's  serv- 
ice to  the  Nation  has  never  been  greater 
than  it  is  today.  On  behalf  of  the  Nation 
I  am  proud  to  salute  you  and  all  who  have 
made  Brown  University  one  of  the  really 
great  universities  in  the  world. 

In  other  times  we  might  have  come  to  this 
convocation  looking  back  upon  the  past — 
but  not  today.  I  know  that  the  face  of 
New  England,  the  face  of  America,  is 
turned  toward  the  future,  and  it  is  of  the 
future  that  I  have  come  to  New  England 
to  speak  today. 

I  want  to  consider  with  you  today  the  fu- 
ture of  an  old  and  fruitful  American  part- 
nership, the  partnership  of  campus  and 
country.  That  partnership  was  formed  in 
1787  when  our  forefathers  gave  us  the  com- 
mand, "The  means  of  education  shall  for- 
ever be  encouraged." 

From  that  Northwest  Ordinance  to  the 
Land  Grant  College  Act,  from  the  Smith- 
Hughes  Act  to  the  enactments  of  this  present 
education  Congress,  America  has  kept  faith 
with  that  command.  In  all  history  no  other 
nation  has  trusted  education,  invested  in  it, 
or  relied  upon  it  as  a  means  to  national 
progress  so  much  as  we. 

A  former  great  President  of  the  Republic 
of  Texas,  Lamar,  once  said  that  "the  edu- 
cated mind  is  the  guardian  genius  of  democ- 
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racy.  It  is  the  only  dictator  that  free  men 
recognize,  and  the  only  ruler  that  free  men 
desire." 

Yes,  our  partnership  has  paid  us  priceless 
returns.  From  a  backward  position,  Amer- 
ican scholarship  has  flourished.  Today, 
wherever  our  country  leads,  that  leadership 
traces  to  the  contribution  of  the  campus. 

Our  partnership  is  challenged  now  by  new 
dimensions. 

From  1776  until  the  present,  our  univer- 
sities have  grown — from  9  in  the  beginning 
to  more  than  2,000  today.  From  the  present 
until  1980,  our  existing  institutions  must 
double  in  capacity,  and  1,000  more  must 
grow  with  average  enrollments  of  2,500  each. 

But  before  the  total  of  American  scholars 
has  doubled,  the  sum  of  human  knowledge 
shall  have  doubled — or  more. 

These  are  challenges  that  we  should  wel- 
come, and  that  we  should  go  out  to  meet. 
For  the  increase  in  scholarship  is  not  a 
burden,  but  a  blessing.  The  growth  of 
knowledge  is  not  a  curse,  but  a  cure  for  the 
ills  of  this  age. 

Our  concepts  must  change  in  both  educa- 
tion and  in  politics.  But  our  confidence  and 
our  courage  must  grow. 

At  the  desk  where  I  sit  in  Washington,  I 
have  learned  one  great  truth:  The  answer 
for  all  of  our  national  problems,  the  answer 
for  all  the  problems  of  the  world,  comes 
down,  when  you  really  analyze  it,  to  one 
single  word — education. 

Thus,  I  take  a  hopeful  view,  and  I  call 
upon  you  of  this  campus  to  join  with  us  who 
are  entrusted  with  the  affairs  of  a  country  to 
help  us  chart  a  hopeful  course. 

President  Keeney  said  last  week  that 
knowledge  is  developing  so  rapidly  that  "we 
can  take  no  comfort  in  the  belief  that  what 
appears  to  be  the  whole  truth  today  will  be 
the  whole  truth  tomorrow." 


I  believe  that  our  partnership  must  be 
committed,  deeply  committed,  to  seeking 
the  truth,  for  actually  it  is  truth  alone  that 
will  finally  keep  us  free. 

Knowledge  is  not  something  which 
threatens  to  overwhelm  us.  Knowledge 
promises  to  be  our  salvation,  and  we  must 
seek  after  it,  and  we  must  nurture  its  growth, 
and  we  must  spread  it,  spread  it  among  all 
of  our  people  so  each  one  of  them  have 
some  of  it. 

Over  the  years,  leadership  of  our  univer- 
sity system  has  come  from  a  relatively  few 
great  institutions,  public  and  private.  Well, 
I  believe  that  we  must  regard  our  existing 
centers  of  excellence  as  natural  resources  to 
set  standards,  to  supply  teachers,  to  furnish 
researchers  for  the  new  centers  of  excellence 
that  we  develop. 

This  is  a  first  responsibility. 

A  great  Nation  and  a  great  civilization 
feeds  on  the  depth  of  its  scholarship  as  well 
as  the  breadth  of  its  educational  opportunity. 

In  the  sciences,  in  the  arts,  in  our  under- 
standing of  human  behavior,  all  of  our  tools 
must  be  sharpened.  Our  public  policies 
must  encourage  further  the  spread  of  re- 
search and  scholarship  throughout  our  sys- 
tem of  higher  learning.  In  our  graduate 
schools,  your  Federal  Government — your 
Federal  Government — awards  12,000  fellow- 
ships and  35,000  trainees  in  science  and  engi- 
neering. We  spend  $850  million — 1850  mil- 
lion, almost  $1  billion — on  the  support  of 
research  in  our  universities  alone. 

The  partnership  of  the  Government,  your 
Government — not  an  enemy  way-ofl-yonder, 
but  something  that  belongs  to  you — the  part- 
nership of  your  Government  and  the  uni- 
versities is  closest  in  the  advanced  education 
of  postgraduate  students.  Twenty-nine  per- 
cent of  engineering  students,  37  percent  of 
the  students  in  physical  science,  46  percent  of 
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those  in  life  sciences,  and  10  percent  of  those 
in  humanities  are  aided. 

And  there  just  simply  must  be  no  neglect 
of  humanities.  The  values  of  our  free  and 
compassionate  society  are  as  vital  to  our  na- 
tional success  as  the  skills  of  our  technical 
and  scientific  age.  And  I  look  with  the 
greatest  of  favor  upon  the  proposal  by  your 
own  able  President  Keeney's  Commission 
for  a  National  Foundation  for  the  Hu- 
manities. 

We  must  also  make  certain  that  there  is 
no  neglect  or  no  compromise  of  the  Ameri- 
can devotion  to  democracy  of  educational 
opportunity.  Because  universal,  free,  public 
education  is  the  very  foundation  upon  which 
our  entire  society  rests  today.  So  our  goals 
must  be  to  open  the  doors  to  education  be- 
yond the  high  school  to  all  young  Americans, 
regardless  of  station  or  the  station  of  their 
families. 

You  and  I  have  an  opportunity  that  is  not 
unlike  that  of  the  men  and  women  who  first 
formed  these  New  England  States.  We 
have  the  opportunity  to  plant  the  seed  corn 
of  a  new  American  greatness  and  to  harvest 
its  yield  in  every  section  of  this  great  land. 

On  the  response  of  our  partnership  de- 
pends the  vigor  and  the  quality  of  our  Amer- 
ican way  of  life  for  many  generations  yet  to 
come.  As  a  party  to  that  partnership,  let 
me  urge  you  of  this  campus  to  admit  no 
compromise  in  charting  our  course  to  excel- 
lence. Concern  yourselves  not  with  what 
seems  feasible,  not  with  what  seems  attain- 
able, not  with  what  seems  politic,  but  con- 
cern yourselves  with  only  what  you  know  is 
right. 

Your  duty  is  the  vision.  The  duty  of  the 
world  that  I  represent  is  the  reality. 

There  is  one  thing  more  that  I  would  like 
to  emphasize. 

Three  hundred  and  twenty-eight  years  ago 


Roger  Williams  founded  Providence.  He 
brought  into  American  life  a  bright  flame, 
which  must  never  be  allowed  to  grow  dim. 
And  he  said,  "I  humbly  conceive  that  it  is 
the  express  and  the  absolute  duty  of  the 
civil  powers  to  proclaim  an  absolute  free- 
dom of  conscience  in  all  the  world." 

Our  partnership  is  not  as  some  would 
have  it,  a  conspiracy  against  liberty.  That 
partnership  exists  to  reinforce  the  freedom 
of  higher  learning,  and  it  must  never  be 
otherwise. 

And  so  long  as  I  hold  any  public  trust,  or 
any  private  responsibility,  I  shall  devote  my 
every  effort  to  defending  against  all  enemies 
the  freedom  of  conscience,  the  freedom  of 
belief,  and  the  spirit  of  free  inquiry  on  which 
our  American  system  stands. 

The  statue  atop  the  State  House  of  Rhode 
Island  is  dedicated  to  the  independent  man. 
Man  cannot  be  independent  if  he  or  his  so- 
ciety are  imprisoned  in  dogma,  or  bound  by 
bias,  or  borne  down  by  hate,  or  fear,  or  sus- 
picion, or  discrimination.  At  this  moment  I 
believe  that  we  have  a  great  opportunity  in 
this  country  to  move  forward.  As  President 
Keeney  has  put  it,  "move  forward  toward 
making  our  society  what  we  know  it  really 
should  be." 

If  we  turn  away  from  knowledge  and 
truth,  we  will  not  succeed.  If  we  believe 
the  worst  and  suspect  the  best,  we  alone  will 
suffer.  If  we  deny  our  progress,  if  we  are 
against  all  of  it,  if  we  tear  down  our  accom- 
plishments, we  will  fill  the  world  with  sor- 
row, and  we  will  blemish  our  own  name 
with  shame. 

But  if  we  are  courageous  and  farsighted 
and  farseeing,  if  we  have  no  fear  of  the  truth, 
if  we  seek  only  after  light,  then  we  and  our 
children  and  our  children's  children  shall 
know  the  greatness  of  this  wonderful,  beau- 
tiful land  we  call  America. 
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I  pray  that  when  historians  write  the  story 
of  this  time  in  our  lives,  that  it  may  be  re- 
corded that  this  President  tried,  tried  to  lead 
his  Nation,  tried  to  lead  his  Nation  with 
justice  and  with  compassion  and  with  cour- 
age— and  there  was  faith  and  there  was 
firmness  in  his  heart. 

May  it  further  be  written  that  the  people 
of  the  United  States  cast  out  their  doubts, 
took  great  pride  in  their  achievements,  and 
bravely  made  of  this  land  and  this  world  a 
brighter,  happier  place  for  ail  mankind. 

This  is  our  choice.  This  is  our  decision. 
Let  us  all  be  greatly  determined  that  this 
society  shall  survive  and  this  society  shall 
succeed.  And  what  it  should  be  will  be  for 
all  time  to  come. 

As  I  will  return  tonight  to  my  large  room 
and  my  lonely  desk  in  the  White  House,  to 
cope  with  the  decisions  that  have  come  to 
that  desk  through  the  day  from  all  countries 
of  the  world,  and  when  I  review  the  prob- 
lems of  our  men  in  uniform  and  those  on 
strike,  when  I  see  the  farmer  and  the  laborer 
seeking  justice  and  believing  that  his  Gov- 
ernment will  do  what  is  right,  my  mind  will 
wander  back  here  to  the  little  State  of  Rhode 
Island,  far  away  from  what  was  once  the 
largest  State  in  the  Nation  where  I  was  born. 
And  I  will  remember  back  10  months  ago 
when  a  terrible  tragedy  befell  the  people 
of  this  Nation  and  I  was  called  upon,  as  best 
I  could,  with  all  of  my  limitations,  to  attempt 
to  carry  on. 

And  I  will  think  of  the  Presidents — Mr. 
Hoover  in  New  York,  Mr.  Truman  in  In- 
dependence, Mr.  Eisenhower  in  Gettys- 
burg— all   of   whom   sent   me   their   good 


wishes  and  their  prayers,  who  told  me  that 
they  were  at  the  service  of  this  Nation  in 
this  crisis. 

And  I  will  remember  how  the  butcher  and 
the  baker  and  the  candlestick  maker,  the 
little  children  on  the  sidewalks,  the  folks 
sitting  in  the  old  folks  home  as  I  drove  by — 
how  they  all  gave  me  their  hopes  and  their 
prayers  that  somehow  we  might  be  able  to 
carry  on. 

But  there  is  nothing  I  will  be  more  thank- 
ful for  than  the  contribution  of  the  people 
of  this  State,  because  in  my  moment  of  trial. 
Congressman  St.  Germain  and  Congressman 
Fogarty,  Senators  Pell  and  John  Pastore,  all 
walking  in  the  tradition  of  that  great  demo- 
cratic leader  Theodore  Francis  Green,  they 
marched  up  by  my  side  and  said,  "You  have 
our  talents,  our  energy,  and  our  prayers." 

And  however  long  I  may  be  permitted  to 
continue  in  my  work,  I  shall  always  feel 
deeply  in  the  debt  of  this  great  university 
for  the  inspiration  it  has  given  me  through 
the  years,  for  the  honor  it  has  paid  me  by 
giving  me  a  degree,  and  for  the  little  State 
of  Rhode  Island,  for  the  quality  of  the  man- 
hood it  has  produced. 

Thank  you. 

note:  The  President  spoke  in  Meehan  Auditorium 
on  the  campus  at  Brown  University,  Providence,  R.I. 
In  his  opening  words  he  referred  to  Barnaby  C. 
Keeney,  president  of  the  university,  and  to  Senators 
John  O.  Pastore  and  Claiborne  Pell,  Representatives 
John  E.  Fogarty  and  Fernand  J.  St  Germain,  Gov- 
ernor John  H.  Chafee,  and  Lieutenant  Governor 
Edward  P.  Gallogly,  all  of  Rhode  Island.  He  later 
referred  to  Theodore  Francis  Green,  former  Senator 
from  Rhode  Island,  Robert  W.  Morse,  Assistant 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  for  Research  and  Development, 
and  Donald  F.  Hornig,  Special  Assistant  to  the 
President. 
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I  KNOW  the  significant  role  that  textiles 
have  played  in  the  economic  life  of  New 
England  and  I  know  of  the  difficulties  this 
industry  has  encountered  during  the  past  few 
years.  Fortunately,  New  England  could 
have  no  better  spokesman  in  Washington 
than  Senator  Pastore  (Senator  Muskie).  He 
has  been  untiring  in  bringing  home  to  all  of 
us  the  very  real  problems  faced  by  New 
England  textiles.  I  can  assure  you  that  there 
is  no  major  official  in  this  administration  who 
has  not  been  made  fully  aware  of  the  hard- 
ships created  every  time  a  mill  is  shut  down 
or  forced  to  operate  on  part  time.  We  have 
worked  hard  at  this  problem  and  we  will 
continue  to  do  so. 

President  Kennedy,  as  a  son  of  New 
England,  knew  these  problems  well.  In 
May  1 96 1,  as  you  recall,  he  instituted  a  seven- 
point  program  for  the  textile  industry. 
Under  that  program,  Government-sponsored 
research  for  the  industry  has  been  launched. 
We  have  provided  accelerated  tax  amortiza- 
tion for  the  textile  industry  even  ahead  of 
similar  benefits  for  other  industries.  This 
year  I  signed  legislation  that  is  greatly  help- 
ing out  cotton  textile  mills  by  permitting 
them  to  buy  cotton  at  world  prices  for  the 
first  time  since  1956. 

Among  our  textile  problems  has,  of  course, 
been  the  increase  of  imports.  This  admin- 
istration has  worked  out  a  solution  for  the 
import  problems  of  the  cotton  textile  in- 
dustry. It  developed  a  long-term  cotton 
textile  arrangement.  Under  the  administra- 
tion of  this  arrangement,  cotton  textile  im- 
ports have  been  stabilized — and  we  intend 
to  continue  keeping  imports  from  disrupting 
the  market. 

All  of  these  measures  have  contributed  to 


restoring  the  prosperity  of  the  textile  in- 
dustry, which,  as  a  whole,  can  look  forward 
to  greater  prosperity  in  the  future. 

I  say  with  a  great  deal  of  pride  that  this 
administration  has  done  more  for  the  textile 
industry  than  any  administration  in  history, 
and  our  efforts  have  not  been  confined 
merely  to  cotton  textiles.  We  have  stemmed 
the  tide  of  foreign  wool  fabrics  coming 
through  the  Virgin  Islands  by  administra- 
tive action.  This  alone  reduced  imports 
10  million  square  yards  a  year. 

We  have  closed  tariff  loopholes  which  per- 
mitted some  woolen  textiles  to  enter  after 
paying  only  half  the  duty  they  should  pay. 
The  Senate  Finance  Committee  has  just 
approved  legislation  which  would  close  an- 
other loophole  affecting  tariffs  on  certain 
types  of  wool  products.  We  strongly  sup- 
port this  legislation. 

But  the  wool  textile  industry  continues 
to  be  faced  with  problems,  particularly  in 
New  England.  In  the  past  10  years  im- 
ports have  soared  from  less  than  5  percent 
to  20  percent  of  American  consumption, 
with  particular  concentration  in  worsteds. 

The  administration  has  made  and  will  con- 
tinue to  make  vigorous  efforts  to  solve  this 
problem.  I  share  with  our  late,  beloved 
President  Kennedy  the  view  that  wool  tex- 
tile and  apparel  imports  must  be  kept  at 
reasonable  levels.  We  have  been  trying  to 
work  out  effective  arrangements  with  other 
wool  textile-producing  countries.  Two  mis- 
sions have  been  sent  abroad  for  this  purpose 
in  recent  months.  Thus  far  a  multination 
meeting  has  not  been  convened.  But  we 
intend  to  continue  our  efforts  vigorously. 
I  can  assure  you  that  we  shall  work  hard  at 
this  problem.    I  consider  it  essential  that 
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the  wool  textile  industry  be  restored  to  good 
health. 

note:  This  is  the  text  of  identical  statements  released 
in  Providence,  R.I.,  and  in  Portland,  Maine.  In  the 
statement  released  in  Providence  the  President  re- 


ferred to  John  O.  Pastore,  U.S.  Senator  from  Rhode 
Island;  in  the  one  released  in  Pordand,  to  Edmund 
S.    Muskie,   U.S.    Senator   from   Maine. 

For  President  Kennedy's  proposed  seven-point 
program  for  the  textile  industry  see  1961  volume, 
this  series.  Item  161. 


603    Remarks  in  Hartford,  Connecticut. 
September  28,  1964 


Governor  Dempsey;  my  longtime  friend 
and  valued  adviser,  Tom  Dodd;  your  able 
and  courageous  Senator  Abe  Ribicoff;  Con- 
gressman Daddario;  all  Members  of  the  most 
e-ffective  Connecticut  delegation  to  the  Con- 
gress; my  old  and  trusted  and  helpful  friend 
who  may  get  us  elected,  John  Bailey;  your 
distinguished  Mayor  Glynn;  my  fellow 
Americans: 

I  was  told  before  I  came  here  that  it  was 
a  little  bit  too  early  to  talk  politics  in  New 
England.  I  came  on,  anyway — because  I 
don't  intend  to  and  I  guess  it  is  not  necessary 
to  talk  politics,  anyway.  I  intend  to  talk 
today  about  what  I  know  is  on  your  minds 
and  what  I  believe  is  in  your  hearts — and 
that  is  responsibility. 

Say  what  they  will,  change  their  stands 
all  they  wish,  no  partisans  can  conceal  the 
issue  before  America  this  year  because  that 
issue  is  responsibility. 

This  ought  not  to  be  the  issue.  It  would 
not  be  the  issue  if  the  responsible  views  of 
the  responsible  men  in  the  responsible  party 
were  represented  in  this  campaign.  I  say 
that  because  I  have  more  respect  for  the 
Republican  Party  than  some  of  those  who 
have  taken  over  its  name  this  year. 

Responsibility  is  the  issue. 

Responsibility  is  the  choice. 

The  American  people  can  choose  to  keep 
government  that  is  responsible,  like  the  kind 
of  government  that  you  have  had  3J/2  years 
under  Jack  Kennedy  and  10  months  under 
Lyndon  Johnson.    Or  the  American  people 


can  choose  to  change  the  government  to  a 
government  that  is  reckless  abroad  and  reck- 
less at  home. 

I  believe  I  know  what  your  choice  is  going 
to  be. 

In  all  this  Nation  no  citizens  anywhere 
value  responsibility  in  government  more 
highly  than  the  great  citizens  of  the  great 
State  of  Connecticut.  You  have  responsible 
government  at  the  State  level.  You  have 
responsible  government  at  the  local  level. 
You  have  gotten  good  government  because 
you  have  insisted  on  it  and  because  you  have 
been  active  in  it. 

You  people  of  Connecticut  have  led  the 
entire  Nation  since  World  War  II  in  build- 
ing highways,  in  supporting  better  schools, 
in  rebuilding  your  cities,  in  retraining  your 
workers.  And  the  benefits  show  up  in  all 
the  faces  that  I  see  out  there  today.  They 
show  up  in  all  your  lives. 

In  all  this  lovable,  prosperous,  progressive 
land  of  the  United  States,  the  State  of  Con- 
necticut is  one  of  the  most  prosperous  States. 
Your  personal  income  averages  $740  more 
than  the  average  of  the  rest  of  the  Nation. 
You  have  fewer  families  living  in  poverty 
than  any  other  State  in  the  Union,  and  you 
ought  to  be  proud  of  that.  In  fact,  with  the 
help  of  Congressman  Daddario  and  Abe 
Ribicoff,  Tom  Dodd  and  John  Bailey,  and 
Governor  Dempsey,  if  Connecticut  holds  its 
progressive  course  that  you  are  now  follow- 
ing, you  will  be  the  first  State  in  the  Union 
to  win  the  war  on  poverty. 
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I  know  this  is  the  work  that  you  want  to 
keep  on  doing.  I  know  this  is  the  work  that 
you  want  your  country  to  keep  on  doing. 

The  character  of  our  country,  of  all  the 
Nation,  was  really  formed  right  here  in  New 
England.  Wherever  Americans  live,  there 
is  a  little  of  New  England  in  them.  Our 
Nation  has  gotten  far  more  from  this  New 
England  region  than  can  ever  be  returned 
to  it.  But  the  greatest  of  your  contributions 
are  two  traits  that  are  deep  in  the  American 
character. 

One  of  those  traits  is  prudence — caution, 
care,  responsibility.    The  other  is  progress. 

As  President  Kennedy  said,  "Keep  the 
country  moving."  The  American  people 
throughout  this  Nation  are  a  prudent  people, 
and  they  want  and  they  expect  prudence  in 
their  Government.  But  the  American  people 
are  also  a  progressive  people,  and  they  want 
to  keep  on  progressing.  They  want  to  keep 
on  making  progress  toward  a  better  land  and 
toward  a  better  life.  In  short,  the  Ameri- 
can people,  from  Connecticut  to  Texas,  want 
to  keep  moving. 

Prudence  and  progress  are  the  watchwords 
of  this  administration  that  serves  you  now. 

We  have  increased  our  Nation's  strength 
until  today  the  United  States  is  the  strongest 
Nation  in  all  the  world.  We  have,  at  the 
same  time,  controlled  your  Government 
spending  so  that  the  budget  that  I  presented 
for  fiscal  1965  was  lower  than  the  budget 
for  1964. 

In  relation  to  gross  national  product,  total 
Federal  spending  in  1965 — are  you  listen- 
ing?— total  Federal  spending  in  1965  will  be 
the  lowest  in  14  years,  and  nondefense  spend- 
ing will  be  lower  than  it  was  30  years  ago 
and  lower  than  in  all  but  2  postwar  years. 

We  have  been  frugal  without  being  fatal- 
ists and  without  being  fanatical.  For  we 
have  kept  America  on  the  move — ^we  have 
been  meeting  our  needs,  we  have  been  solv- 


ing our  problems,  we  have  been  fulfilling 
the  hopes  of  our  people. 

This  session  of  the  Congress  has  been  the 
most  productive  and  the  most  constructive 
in  all  American  history. 

Ten  months  ago,  after  that  terrible  tragedy 
that  thrust  upon  me,  without  a  moment's 
notice,  the  responsibility  of  the  Presidency, 
I  tried  to  pick  up  where  President  Kennedy 
had  left  off.  I  tried  to  carry  forward  a  pro- 
gram for  all  of  you  that  he  had  dreamed  of 
for  you. 

And  when  we  took  the  scoreboard,  we 
listed  51  major  measures  that  should  be  con- 
sidered. And  of  those  51  major  measures, 
most  of  the  newspaper  people  who  travel 
with  me  today  said  if  we  could  pass  2  we 
would  have  a  successful  session.  If  we 
could  pass  the  tax  bill,  which  was  not  mov- 
ing in  committee,  and  the  civil  rights  bill, 
we  would  call  it  a  successful  session. 

I  came  here  to  Connecticut  today  to  report 
to  you  that  we  not  only  passed  those  2  bills, 
and  they  are  already  the  law  of  the  land, 
but  the  United  States  Senate,  of  which  Abe 
Ribicoff  and  Tom  Dodd  are  two  of  the 
leaders,  has  passed  each  and  every  single 
one  of  the  51  measures.  And  that  is  the 
truth  that  you  can't  wash  away. 

I  know  that  you  people  out  there  in  that 
crowd  know  in  your  heart  that  that  is  good 
for  America. 

We  have  much  work  yet  to  do,  but  we 
are  going  to  do  it.  We  are  not  going  to 
turn  back  the  clock.  We  are  going  to  re- 
build our  cities  as  you  are  rebuilding  Hart- 
ford. 

We  are  going  to  meet  the  people's  needs 
for  fast  and  efficient  transportation  so  they 
won't  lose  2  hours  a  day  trying  to  get  to 
and  from  work.  We  are  on  the  way.  We 
are  going  to  create  new  jobs  and  train  new 
people  with  new  skills.  Because  this  is 
the  responsible  way   and  the  Democratic 
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Party  is  the  responsible  party,  and  this  is 
the  true  American  way. 

For  so  long  as  there  has  been  an  America, 
there  have  been  times  when  factions  have 
risen  up  in  our  land.  There  have  always 
been  people  who  would  divide  and  conquer. 
There  are  people  who  are  trying  to  divide 
us  now,  trying  to  turn  our  course  off  sharply 
to  the  left,  or  trying  to  turn  our  course  oS 
sharply  to  the  right. 

For  175  years,  through  more  than  40  na- 
tional elections,  the  American  people  have 
said,  "No,  no,  no,"  to  people  who  would 
follow  this  kind  of  a  course.  And  I  think 
they  are  going  to  say  "No"  this  year.  Be- 
cause I  think  that  you  know  in  your  heart 
that  we  are  not  going  to  follow  the  fringes 
in  November. 

I  know  that  we  are  not  going  to  follow 
the  course  of  turning  class  against  class,  or 
creed  against  creed,  or  color  against  color, 
or  religion  against  religion. 

No,  I  am  going  to  ask  you  folks  to  leave 
here  today  and  say  to  your  family  and  to 
your  friends  that  we  believe  that  America 
and  the  United  States  should  be  united; 
that  we  want  to  present  a  united  front,  and 
attack  and  solve  the  problems  at  home  and 
present  a  united  front  to  all  the  world 
abroad. 

In  the  American  character  there  are  those 
qualities  of  prudence  and  progress.  But 
there  is  a  deep  and  abiding  commitment  to 
peace,  and  that  commitment  to  peace  and 
that  part  of  our  character  that  wants  peace 
is  going  to  get  peace.  We  don't  have  a  na- 
tional police  force.  We  don't  have  a  gestapo 
that  we  can  send  into  your  town  overnight. 
We  have  a  wonderful  Bureau  of  Investiga- 
tion that  is  available  to  your  Governor,  to 
your  mayor,  and  to  your  local  people.  We 
are  going  to  work  with  them  to  make  our 
streets  and  our  cities  safer,  but  what  we 
really  want  to  do  is  to  make  all  the  streets 


in  the  world  safer  for  all  people. 

The  first  time  that  I  came  to  Hartford  to 
speak  was  more  than  5  years  ago.  I  came 
to  speak  to  members  of  my  own  party,  the 
Democratic  Party.  At  that  moment  there 
was  a  grim  challenge  to  our  country  from 
the  Communist  forces  abroad.  The  then 
President  of  the  United  States  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Republican  Party.  I  was  a  leader 
of  the  Democratic  Party  in  the  Senate. 

I  told  the  members  of  my  Democratic 
Party  that  night  here  in  Hartford,  5  years 
ago,  as  I  tell  all  of  you  here  today,  that  I 
was  not  going  to  attack  that  President,  the 
only  President  we  had,  even  if  he  were  a 
Republican — I  was  not  going  to  make  his  job 
more  difficult.  Because  I  have  always,  and 
I  will  always,  put  the  peace  and  security  of 
America,  the  peace  and  security  of  my  coun- 
try, ahead  of  the  interests  of  the  Democratic 
Party. 

And  I  think  I  know  that  that  is  what  you, 
in  your  hearts,  want  me  to  do.  I  have  al- 
ways believed  that  if  you  will  do  what  is 
best  for  America,  you  will  do  what  is  best 
for  our  party. 

And  I  want  to  leave  another  thought  with 
you.  I  voted  for  and  I  supported  that  Re- 
publican President  more  on  his  Republican 
program  than  some  present  members  of  the 
Republican  Party  did.  And  I  never  at  any 
time  called  it  by  another  name.  At  times  I 
differed.  On  occasions  I  opposed  but  I 
opposed  it  with  dignity  and  decency.  And 
you  never  heard  from  the  lips  of  a  single 
member  of  the  Democratic  Party  that  Presi- 
dent Eisenhower's  program  was  just  a  10- 
cent  model  of  the  New  Deal. 

No,  I  tell  you  when  your  country  is  in 
trouble,  when  people  are  trying  to  divide, 
when  hate  and  fear  is  abroad  in  the  land, 
it  is  time  for  the  people  of  New  England  to 
lead  the  way,  to  start  the  march  of  unity,  and 
to  say  to  the  rest  of  the  world  that  we  learned 
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a  long  time  ago,  "United  we  stand;  divided 
we  fall." 

Now,  I  know  some  of  you  have  come  out 
here  through  courtesy  today.  Some  of  you 
are  hospitable.  Some  of  you  want  to  be 
good  to  your  President.  But  I  do  want  to 
ask  those  of  you  that  are  here  one  little  ques- 
tion, because  the  folks  in  the  United  States 
are  listening  to  you,  they  are  watching  you, 
they  will  be  seeing  you  on  television.  I  just 
want  to  ask  you:  Are  we  going  to  be  united 
in  November? 

Well,  it  looks  like  some  of  you  have  heard 
the  echo. 

There  is  a  time  for  party  and  there  is  a 
place  for  partisanship.  But  there  are  times 
in  the  history  of  a  Nation  when  higher  values 
matter  more  than  party,  and  there  are  greater 
issues  than  partisanship.  Your  two  Senators 
proved  that  time  and  time  again.  I  believe 
that  today  is  such  a  time  in  our  national  life. 

All  that  America  is,  and  all  that  you  want 


America  to  be,  is  challenged  today  by  those 
who  stand  on  the  fringe.  Against  such  a 
choice  as  this,  responsible  people  have  only 
one  course  of  conscience,  and  that  is  to 
choose  their  country's  interests  over  all  other 
interests.  I  believe  that  this  is  a  choice  that 
you  will  make  come  this  November. 

For  I  pledge  you — and  hear  these  words — 
that  the  next  Johnson  administration  will 
follow  the  course  once  set  by  a  great  Presi- 
dent, Abraham  Lincoln,  who  told  us:  "Be- 
ware of  rashness,  but  with  energy  and  sleep- 
less vigilance  go  forward  and  give  us 
victories." 

note:  The  President  spoke  from  the  portico  of  the 
Hartford  Times  Building  in  Hartford,  Conn.  In 
his  opening  words  he  referred  to  Governor  John  N. 
Dempsey,  Senators  Thomas  J.  Dodd  and  Abraham 
Ribicoff,  and  Representative  Emilio  Q.  Daddario, 
all  of  Connecticut,  John  M.  Bailey,  chairman  of 
the  Democratic  National  Committee,  and  William  E. 
Glynn,  mayor  of  Hartford. 

The  text  of  the  remarks  of  Mrs.  Johnson,  vi^ho 
spoke  briefly,  was  also  released. 
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I  WANT  to  first  of  all  say  to  that  policeman 
up  there,  if  I  may  have  your  attention,  that 
any  of  those  nice  people  that  are  standing 
on  the  steps  I  believe  in  them  having  a  little 
freedom  since  I  have  this  medal.  If  they 
want  to,  just  let  them  pull  up  that  rope  and 
let  them  come  on  dov^^n  here  and  talk  to  us. 

I  am  deeply  touched  by  the  thoughtfulness 
and  the  generosity  that  prompted  this  pres- 
entation. All  my  life  I  have  had  great  re- 
spect for  the  business  leadership  of  the  great 
State  of  Connecticut  and  for  that  matter,  all 
New  England. 

I  asked  when  I  came  here  today  that  I 
might  have  an  opportunity  to  meet  some 
of  that  leadership  so  I  could  observe  the 
countenances  that  had  provided  the  initia- 


tive and  the  adventure  and  the  vision  for  a 
substantial  part  of  our  free  enterprise  sys- 
tem in  America. 

As  we  meet  here,  there  are  two  great 
philosophies  that  are  rivals  in  the  world — 
and  one  or  the  other  will  ultimately 
prevail. 

One  philosophy  is  the  democratic  phi- 
losophy that  has  been  practiced  in  this  coun- 
try from  the  time  of  our  first  President, 
George  Washington,  up  until  this  moment. 
Although  I  have  only  been  your  President 
for  10  months — I  was  called  upon  to  shoulder 
awesome  responsibilities  without  a  moment's 
notice — I  have  had  the  support  and  the 
prayers  of  the  members  of  this  great  busi- 
ness fraternity  from  coast  to  coast  without 
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regard  to  their  business  affiliation,  their  re- 
ligious affiliation,  or  their  party  affiliation. 

Because  I  have  had  that  support  as  your 
President,  as  President  of  all  the  people, 
this  whole  Nation — Democrats  and  Republi- 
cans and  whatnots — enjoys  a  period  of  pros- 
perity that  has  never  been  equaled  before 
in  the  annals  of  the  history  of  this  country. 

Now  while  we  are  enjoying  all  of  that 
prosperity,  we  see  communism  challenging 
us  and  challenging  freedom  on  many  fronts. 
I  am  proud  to  say  to  you  that  we  are  stand- 
ing up,  we  are  resisting,  and  we  are  trying 
to  halt  the  envelopment  of  freedom  any- 
where in  the  world.  Although  there  are 
more  than  120  nations  in  the  world,  and 
although  there  are  dozens  of  nations  that 
have  been  born  in  the  last  decade,  we  have 
not  lost  a  single  nation  to  communism  since 
1959. 

Now  these  two  philosophies  are  in  a 
struggle.  They  are  after  each  other's  jugu- 
lar, and  if  we  survive  it  will  not  be  because 
we  have  more  people  than  they  have,  be- 
cause they  outpopulate  us.  There  are  many 
more  millions  in  the  Soviet  Union  than  we 
have  in  the  United  States.  They  have  more 
than  600  million  acres  of  tillable  land  and 
we  have  less  than  200  million,  so  they  have 
a  lot  more  tillable  soil.  They  outnumber 
us  in  many  of  our  greatest  resources  and 
their  potential  in  other  ways  far  exceeds 
ours. 

So  in  resources,  in  human  beings,  in  till- 
able acres,  we  are  all  at  a  disadvantage. 
What  do  we  rely  on?  We  rely  on  the  one 
great  advantage  that  the  American  people 
have:  that  is  our  system  of  government. 

Now,  that  system  is  not  built  on  any  one 
party,  or  any  one  people,  or  any  one  sec- 
tion, or  any  one  religion,  or  any  one  group. 
That  system  that  we  know  as  the  free  enter- 
prise system  is  made  up  of  really  four  im- 
portant segments. 
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The  first  is  the  capitalist.  Some  of  you 
have  been  known  as  capitalists  in  your  time 
and  some  of  you  not  many  years  ago  were 
even  called  royalists — "economic  royalists," 
I  believe  it  was.  You  have  been  so  referred 
to  from  time  to  time  in  various  campaigns 
in  America  because  sometimes  you  asked  for 
it,  and  sometimes  you  couldn't  avoid  it. 

But  the  capitalist  is  the  man  that,  through 
prudence,  accumulates  wealth  and  takes  that 
money  and  is  willing  to  invest  it.  It  may  be 
to  rebuild  a  whole  new  area.  It  may  be  to 
put  skyscrapers  in  the  sky.  It  may  be  to 
provide  production  lines  for  jobs.  It  may 
be  to  build  railroads  and  dams.  It  can  fol- 
low many  lines. 

But  he  invests  that  dollar  in  America 
with  a  reasonable  assurance  that  it  will  not 
be  confiscated  and  will  not  be  taken  away 
from  him  by  some  government  that  stages 
a  coup  in  the  midnight  hours,  and  that  he 
will  be  secure  in  his  possessions  without 
fear  that  some  night  at  midnight  someone 
will  rap  on  his  door  and  serve  him  a  war- 
rant and  lead  him  off  to  jail.  He  hopes 
that  he  may  get  a  reasonable  return  on  it. 
Sometimes  he  does  and  sometimes  he  doesn't. 
Sometimes  he  gets  it  all  back  plus  5  or  6 
percent,  sometimes  he  loses  it  all. 

But  anyway,  he  has  hope  and  he  has  a 
chance,  he  has  an  opportunity,  and  he  is 
willing  to  take  care  of  the  rest  himself,  if 
you  give  him  that — and  he  has  that  in 
America. 

That  capitalist  is  joined  by  what  you  call 
a  manager. 

That  manager  is  the  fellow  that  gets  up 
at  daylight  and  works  to  midnight  and  de- 
velops stomach  ulcers  trying  to  get  a  bonus 
or  trying  to  have  a  profit-sharing  plan,  or 
trying  to  build  a  better  mousetrap  at  less 
cost,  trying  to  compete  not  only  with  his 
fellowman  here  but  with  the  rest  of  the 
world. 
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He  takes  his  chances  where  he  finds  them 
and  if  he  loses,  he  fusses  with  his  wife  about 
it,  but  he  takes  it  in  stride.  Sometimes  he 
has  a  good  profit.  For  43  months  now  he 
has  had  a  rather  good  record,  but  the  next 
43  might  not  be  so  good,  so  he  has  to  take  it. 

But  he  joins  with  the  capitalist  and  he 
manages  that  dollar,  he  sees  where  it  is  in- 
vested and  he  tries  to  exercise  prudence  and 
yet  exercise  vision. 

Then  the  third  segment  there  is  the 
worker  who  gets  to  work  at  8  and  works  to 
5,  and  he  has  27  seconds  to  put  the  number 
of  rivets  in  that  car  or  that  plane  that  he 
needs  to.  If  he  doesn't  get  them  in  in  the 
27  seconds  he  goes  to  28.  That  car  or  that 
plane  moves  on  down  the  line — and  it 
doesn't  have  the  rivets  in  it!  And  you've 
wound  up  with  a  car  that  is  missing  a  rivet 
a  time  or  two  yourselves.  We  all  do  that. 
But  that  poor  fellow  gets  a  coffee  break 
twice  a  day.  The  rest  of  the  time  he  has 
27  seconds  to  do  that  job  and  handle  that 
machine. 

He  is  the  worker,  and  he  hopes  someday 
he  can  have  a  little  hospital  care,  he  can  have 
a  litde  pension,  he  can  have  a  little  social 
security,  he  can  have  a  place  to  take  Molly 
and  the  babies  when  he  retires.  That  is 
his  great  love.  His  boys  go  to  war;  they 
fight  to  preserve  this  system.  He  likes  his 
boss  and  he  respects  him.  He  believes  in 
free  enterprise,  and  he  does  not  hate  the  man 
who  makes  a  reasonable  return. 

Now  those  three — the  capitalist,  the  man- 
ager, and  the  worker — make  up  free  enter- 
prise. 

Now,  whatever  they  have  after  they  have 
produced  it.  Uncle  Sam  steps  in  and  takes 
52  percent  of  it.  He  is  the  first  partner. 
And  every  dime  you  make,  I've  got  a  52 
percent  interest  as  President.  So  I  want  you 
to  do  well.  And  I  think  you  are  doing  well, 
and  I  am  glad  that  you  are. 


My  1965  budget — when  I  came  in  they 
anticipated  it  would  be  $5  billion  more  than 
1964,  because  '64  was  $5  billion  more  than 
'63,  '63  was  I5  billion  more  than  '62,  and  '62 
was  $5  billion  more  than  '61.  We  have  a 
growing  population,  we  are  moving  on — 
we  have  more  schools,  more  roads,  more 
needs  to  fill. 

But  I  spent  the  first  37  days  and  nights 
I  was  in  office  trying  to  find  some  way,  some- 
how, some  means  to  keep  that  budget  under 
1 1 00  billion,  because  I  thought  psychologi- 
cally it  would  be  a  good  thing. 

I  thought  if  we  could  not  pull  down  our 
expenses  in  a  great  era  of  prosperity  I  did 
not  know  when  we  could  pull  them  down. 
So  instead  of  a  budget  of  $5  billion  more — 
$103.8  billion — we  reduced  it.  And  I  had 
the  help  of  Republicans.  President  Eisen- 
hower came  down  and  worked  with  me  2 
days.  Bob  Anderson,  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  under  President  Eisenhower,  came 
down  and  worked  with  me  almost  a  month. 

I  had  the  budget  directors  from  other  ad- 
ministrations come  in.  I  got  all  of  the  ad- 
vice I  could  get,  because  nobody  needed  it 
any  more  than  I  did.  We  finally  developed 
a  budget  that  was  $1  billion  less  in  '65  than 
it  was  in  '64. 

While  we  were  doing  that,  we  passed  a 
tax  bill.  We  put  some  of  the  money  back 
for  the  people  to  spend  instead  of  letting 
the  Government  spend  it  for  them.  We  put 
some  of  the  money  back  for  business  to  in- 
vest in  new  enterprise  instead  of  the  Govern- 
ment investing  it  for  them. 

So  as  a  result,  we  have  more  men  working 
today  than  we  have  ever  had  before.  Our 
profits  are  higher,  our  wages  are  higher,  our 
economics  are  better,  our  system  is 
producing. 

Don't  you  tell  me  for  a  moment  that  we 
can't  outproduce  and  outwork  and  outfight 
any  communistic  system  in  the  world.    Be- 
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cause  if  you  try  to  tell  me  otherwise,  you 
tell  me  that  slaves  can  do  better  than  free 
men,  and  I  don't  believe  they  can.  I  v^ould 
rather  have  an  executive  vice  president,  even 
if  he  comes  from  Hartford,  Conn.,  than  to 
have  a  commissar! 

So  I  say  to  you  men  who  are  the  leaders 
of  this  community,  and  through  your  indus- 
tries the  leaders  of  the  United  States,  that  we 
are  doing  reasonably  well  today  but  we  have 
got  to  do  better.  We  have  got  other  fields 
to  conquer.  We  have  other  roads  to  travel. 
This  part  of  the  United  States  has  always 
led  the  rest  of  the  Nation  and  the  rest  of  the 
world  in  two  fields:  prudence  and  progress. 

You  have  something  about  you  that  per- 
mits you  to  keep  your  eyes  on  the  stars,  and 
still  keep  your  feet  on  the  ground.  And  if 
you  don't  have  both  of  them  on  the  ground 
all  the  time  you  at  least  have  one  of  them 
on  the  ground.  So  don't  ever  get  both  of 
them  off  the  ground  at  one  time. 

Now  I  am  going  to  conclude  by  telling 
you  a  story.  It  is  one  of  the  real  reasons  I 
asked  to  meet  you  insurance  people  up  here 
today. 

You  remember  back  in  the  thirties  when 
we  had  to  have  all  of  the  reforms,  and  we 
had  the  problems  in  the  Stock  Exchange, 
and  we  had  men  committing  suicide  and 
folks  jumping  out  of  windows,  and  banks 
popping  like  firecrackers,  and  all  of  the 
economic  problems.? 

Well,  during  that  period  Mr.  Rayburn  had 
to  be  the  author  of  the  Holding  Company 
Act.  He  came  from  a  little  red,  sandy 
land  farm  down  in  Texas,  and  he  was  just 
a  farm  boy.  But  he  had  to  author  the  Stock 
Exchange  Act,  and  he  set  up  the  Securities 
and  Exchange  Commission,  and  he  had  all 
of  these  great  economic  financial  reforms. 

Right  in  the  middle  of  it,  Mr.  Whitney 
came  in  and  asked  him  if  he  wouldn't  come 
up  to  speak  to  the  Bond  Club  in  New  York 


City.  And  he  said,  "Who  is  the  Bond 
Club.?" 

"Well,"  Mr.  Whitney  said,  "it  is  a  group 
of  people  who  deal  in  bonds  and  invest- 
ments and  who  are  financial  experts.  As  a 
prerequisite  to  membership  you  have  to  have 
a  good  financial  statement — $1  million  or 
more.  We  would  like  to  hear  you  and  we 
would  like  to  invite  you." 

This  fellow  was  testifying  before  Mr.  Ray- 
burn's  committee,  and  he  kind  of  wanted  to 
ingratiate  himself  anyway.  So  Mr.  Ray- 
burn,  very  much  to  his  surprise,  said  yes, 
he  would  accept  the  invitation. 

The  fellow  who  extended  the  invitation 
was  almost  sorry  that  he  had  ever  asked  him, 
because  he  did  not  think  he  would  accept. 
But  Mr.  Rayburn  went  up  there,  and  the 
fellow  was  a  little  embarrassed  in  front  of 
all  of  these  millionaires  to  introduce  this 
sandy  land  farmer  from  Texas  who  had 
put  all  of  these  reforms  through — called  it 
"death  sentence,"  you  remember,  on  hold- 
ing companies,  and  they  were  going  to  ruin 
all  of  the  power  companies  and  destroy 
everything. 

So  he  got  up  to  introduce  Mr.  Rayburn, 
and  he  said,  "Fellows,  I  invited  this  man  to 
come  up  here.  I  don't  know  why  he  came. 
But  here  he  is,  Sam  Rayburn,"  and  that  was 
the   only   introduction   they   gave   him. 

That  is  more  than  you  all  gave  me  today. 
I  just  had  to  get  up  here  and  talk! 

Mr.  Rayburn  got  up  and  said,  "I  came  up 
for  two  reasons.  If  you  don't  know  why  I 
came,  I  want  to  tell  you."  He  said,  "All 
of  my  life  I  have  been  poor.  I  have  just  a 
modicum  of  wealth,  and  I  have  accumulated 
a  little,  and  I  have  worked  mighty  hard  for  it 
and  have  saved  it.  I  haven't  married,  I've 
saved  every  penny  I  had.  I  haven't  spent 
it  on  my  family,  but  I  have  never  yet  been 
able  to  acquire  a  million  dollars.  I  wanted 
to  come  up  and  associate  with  all  of  you  fel- 
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lows  who  have  been  successful,  and  just 
hope  that  a  little  bit  of  it  would  rub  off 
on  me. 

"So  that  is  the  first  reason  I  came." 

And  he  said,  "The  next  reason  I  came  was 
to  show  you  I  ain't  scared  of  you!" 

So  I  really  have  three  reasons  for  coming 
up  here  today.  I  want  to  associate  with 
you  and  learn  things  from  you,  and  ask  you 
to  help  your  Government  and  to  counsel 
with  us  and  give  us  all  of  the  advice  you  can. 
Because  we  need  it. 

Second,  I  want  to  commend  you  for  the 
contribution  you  have  made  to  your  Govern- 
ment during  these  10  months  when  we  have 
had  a  real  critical  period  on  our  hands. 

I  don't  know  how  much  longer  I  will  be 
there — you  may  change  in  November.  But 
I  want  to  ask  you  to  help  whoever  is  Presi- 
dent, because  it  is  an  awesome  responsibility 
to  carry  the  weight  of  190  million  people  and 
their  future  on  your  shoulders.    And  no 


man  ever  occupied  that  oflSce — there  have 
been  35  of  them — that  didn't  do  his  dead 
level  best.  I  never  have  seen  a  one  that  I 
thought  ran  on  a  platform  of  doing  what  he 
thought  was  wrong.  They  all  do  what  they 
think  is  right,  but  sometimes  they  make  mis- 
takes, and  they  need  your  judgment. 

Finally,  I  want  to  tell  you  that  I  appreciate 
what  you  have  done  for  me,  and  with  me, 
and  most  of  all  for  your  Government,  for 
your  country,  regardless  of  your  religion,  or 
your  party,  or  where  you  live.  And  finally, 
I  just  wanted  all  of  you  to  know  I  wasn't 
scared  of  you. 

note:  The  President  spoke  on  the  terrace  at  Consti- 
tution Plaza  in  Hartford,  Conn.,  where  a  group  of 
business,  industrial,  and  civic  leaders  were  awaiting 
him  following  his  remarks  at  the  Hartford  Times 
Building  (Item  603).  He  was  greeted  by  J.  Doyle 
DeWitt,  president  of  the  Travelers  Insurance  Com- 
panies, and  by  the  insurance  firm's  vice  president, 
Roger  C.  Wilkins,  who  presented  him  with  a  Charter 
Oak  Leadership  Medal. 
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Governor  and  Mrs,  Hoff,  Senator  Fayette, 
Senator  O'Shea,  Mayor  Daley,  Mr,  O'Brien, 
Mrs,  Schurman,  Mr,  Ryan,  my  jellow  Ameri- 
cans: 

This  is  my  second  annual  visit  to  Vermont. 
I  came  here  last  year  and,  if  you  extend  my 
welcome,  I  would  like  to  make  it  a  habit. 

We  want  to  thank  you,  genuinely  thank 
you,  for  being  so  patient  and  understanding 
about  our  problems  today.  This  is  a  won- 
derful sight  to  behold  from  this  platform — 
to  see  so  many  friendly,  smiling,  happy  faces 
from  the  fire  truck  over  here  all  the  way 
around.  It  gives  us  great  joy  to  know  that 
you  would  want  to  come  here  and  say  hello 
to  my  party. 

This  is  the  third  appearance  I  have  made 


since  I  left  Washington,  and  every  place  we 
have  been,  we  have  been  met  with  courtesy 
and  hospitality  and  enthusiasm.  We  are 
very  sorry  we  are  late,  but  we  are  so  happy 
we  finally  got  here.  You  know,  you  can't 
really  object  if  you  are  late  because  you  are 
seeing  people.  What  would  really  dis- 
appoint us  would  be  if  we  had  gotten  here 
ahead  of  time  because  there  would  have  been 
nobody  to  meet  us. 

Ten  months  ago,  because  of  a  terrible 
tragedy,  we  lost  a  man  we  all  loved  so  much 
as  a  leader  and  as  a  friend,  the  President  of 
our  country.  In  a  matter  of  moments,  I  be- 
came your  President  and  had  to  try  to  pick 
up  where  he  left  off.  Since  that  time  we 
have  had  the  Congress  in  session  and  we 
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have   been   considering   the   program   that 
President  Kennedy  had  recommended. 

We  analyzed  that  program  very  carefully 
when  w^e  w^ent  in,  and  there  v^ere  51  major 
measures  before  the  Congress  that  needed  at- 
tention, and  we  would  hope  would  be  con- 
sidered. This  morning,  about  6:45, 1  talked 
to  Senator  Mansfield,  the  great  leader  of  the 
Senate,  and  he  reminded  me  then  that  all  of 
those  51  measures  had  passed  the  Senate  as 
of  now. 

I  want  to  be  fair.  Some  of  them  are  in 
conference  and  will  have  to  be  adjusted  be- 
tween the  two  Houses.  Some  of  them 
won't  be  passed  by  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, I  am  sure.  But  I  do  want  to  say  that 
we  have  much  to  be  thankful  for,  and  much 
to  be  grateful  for. 

We  want  to  say  to  you  good  people  of  Ver- 
mont that  we  appreciate  the  support  you 
have  given  us,  we  appreciate  the  prayers 
you  have  said  for  us,  we  appreciate  the  way 
you  have  tried  to  hold  up  our  hand  and 
help  us  do  the  very  best  job  that  we  could  do. 

Sitting  in  Washington,  surrounded  by 
papers  and  officials,  you  sometimes  begin  to 
lose  track  of  the  real  source  of  the  strength 
of  the  United  States,  the  real  strength  of 
America.  That  is  why  it  is  inspiring  for  us 
to  come  to  this  State,  whose  hills  and  valleys 
have  contributed  so  much  to  the  leadership 
of  America. 

Some  of  that  leadership  has  come  from 
the  ranks  of  my  party.  Phil  Hoff,  your 
great  Governor,  has  not  only  given  you  good 
government;  he  has  made  a  national  reputa- 
tion as  an  outstanding  servant  of  the  people, 
and  he  is  respected  throughout  the  land. 
I  know  of  no  young  Governor  in  any  of  the 
50  States  that  I  have  more  confidence  in, 
or  that  I  am  more  anxious  to  work  with. 

And  when  I  was  here  in  October,  I  got 
to  know  Fred  Fayette.    He  is  proof  that 


you  still  have  more  outstanding  young  men 
here  in  Vermont  on  the  way  up.  I  hope 
that  come  next  January,  after  we  get  through 
with  the  inauguration,  that  all  of  you  folks 
can  go  from  the  Capitol  Grounds  where  we 
begin  the  parade,  up  to  the  Senate  Office 
Building,  and  see  your  new  Democratic 
United  States  Senator,  Fred  Fayette. 

But  in  Vermont,  as  in  the  Nation,  leader- 
ship dedicated  to  progress  is  not  confined 
just  to  one  party.  All  the  patriotism  in  this 
country  is  not  in  the  Democratic  Party  or 
in  the  Republican  Party.  No  party  has  a 
monopoly  on  good  judgment,  on  good  serv- 
ice, or  on  patriotism. 

Some  of  our  most  distinguished  Ameri- 
cans, as  well  as  some  of  my  warmest  friends, 
are  Vermont  Republicans.  There  is  George 
Aiken,  who  has  been  one  of  the  architects 
of  the  bipartisan  foreign  policy  of  this  coun- 
try, which  has  protected  freedom  through 
the  administrations  of  four  different  Presi- 
dents. 

And  it  was  only  last  week  that  I  went  to 
see  the  Prime  Minister  of  Canada.  I  flew 
across  the  Nation.  We  went  there  to  meet 
in  connection  with  the  treaty  between  our 
country  and  Canada  in  order  to  better  rela- 
tions. Senator  Aiken  was  on  that  trip.  He 
represented  not  only  the  Republican  Party, 
but  represented  all  Americans,  because  he  is 
known  as  the  guiding  genius  of  our  rela- 
tions between  Canada  and  the  United  States. 

Of  course,  there  is  the  shining  memory 
of  Warren  Austin,  another  Republican,  who 
did  as  much  as  any  man  in  this  century  to 
lead  America  toward  responsible  partner- 
ship in  world  affairs. 

These  men  were  never  divided  by  nar- 
row partisanship.  They  were  never  divided 
by  sectional  pride.  They  asked  themselves 
this  question:  "What  is  good  for  my  coun- 
try?    What  is  good  for  America?"    And 
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they  believed  that  what  was  good  for  Amer- 
ica was  good  for  them  and  good  for  their 
party. 

They  drew  their  strength  not  from  your 
granite  hills,  but  from  Vermont's  historic 
traditions.  This  is  a  State  which  has  looked 
to  the  future  always,  which  has  acted  cou- 
rageously and  wisely  to  meet  the  challenge  of 
the  future: 

Vermont's  Green  Mountain  boys,  with  a 
little  help  from  New  Hampshire  and  Massa- 
chusetts, won  the  first  offensive  victory  of 
the  Revolution. 

Vermont  drafted  the  first  State  constitu- 
tion to  forbid  slavery. 

Vermont  was  the  first  State  admitted  to 
the  Union  after  the  original  thirteen. 

Vermont  was  the  first  State  to  make  con- 
stitutional provision  for  a  complete  State 
system  of  education. 

Vermont  was  the  first  State  to  set  aside 
land  for  schools  in  each  township. 

Vermonters  went  West  to  help  build  many 
of  the  States  of  the  Northeast  and  the  Mis- 
sissippi Valley. 

Half  of  the  able-bodied  men  of  Vermont 
went  to  fight  in  the  Civil  War. 

And  in  our  own  time,  Vermonters  have 
displayed  the  same  vision  and  the  same 
leadership  on  the  world  scene.  From  the 
United  Nations  to  the  test  ban  treaty,  Ver- 
monters have  been  in  the  forefront  for  peace 
and  for  freedom. 

Well,  I  believe  deeply  in  the  Democratic 
Party.  But  throughout  my  career  I  have 
worked  closely  and  gained  inspiration  from 
Republican  colleagues  like  many  of  those 
that  you  have  sent  to  Washington.  I  have 
never  put  my  party  ahead  of  my  country; 
and  I  never  shall. 

We  had  shared  a  common  belief  in  the 
future  of  America  and  the  principles  of 
progress.  We  believe  that  this  country  had 
a  duty  to  act  responsibly  and  courageously. 


And  this  is  not  the  case  this  year. 

This  year  our  proud  tradition  of  respon- 
sible partisanship  is  endangered.  This  year 
the  progress  won  in  three  decades  of  patient 
striving — by  Democrats  and  Republicans 
alike — ^is  in  danger. 

At  home  we  have  pursued  policies  that 
have  improved  the  well-being  of  all  of  our 
people.  At  home,  today,  these  policies  are 
in  danger,  and  you  ought  to  know  they  are 
in  danger,  and  you  ought  to  do  something 
about  it.  I  think  you  are  going  to,  come 
next  November. 

Around  the  world  we  have  followed  the 
course  of  using  our  power  with  restraint,  of 
helping  others  achieve  freedom  and  self- 
government,  of  learning  to  live  with  people 
who  share  this  planet  with  us.  Well,  I  tell 
you  today  that  that  course  is  in  danger. 

One  of  our  great  parties  has  been  cap- 
tured, captured  by  a  faction  of  men  who 
stand  outside  the  whole  range  of  common 
agreement  and  common  principles  which 
have  brought  us  to  the  summit  of  success. 
These  men  have  not  just  marched  out  of  step 
with  American  progress — they  have  refused 
and  they  now  refuse  to  march  at  all.  If  they 
gain  control  of  our  Government,  they  would 
not  change  the  direction  of  our  march;  they 
would  just  halt  it  altogether. 

They  have  already  said  that  their  aim  is  not 
to  pass  laws,  but  to  repeal  them. 

Which  laws  do  they  mean? 

Do  they  mean  the  REA  that  has  brought 
electricity  to  all  the  farm  homes  of  America? 
Well,  they  will  never  repeal  that,  will  they? 

They  oppose  the  Minimum  Wage  Act 
which  gives  protection  to  underpaid  Ameri- 
cans, and  which  has  increased  the  prosperity 
of  all  Americans  by  boosting  purchasing 
power.  And  I  don't  believe  they  are  going 
to  repeal  the  minimum  wage,  do  you? 

They  oppose  legislation  to  help  improve 
our  colleges  and  our  universities.    And  I 
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don't  believe  they  are  going  to  repeal  that 
law,  do  you? 

They  opposed  the  atomic  test  ban  treaty 
which  ended  the  radioactive  poisoning  of 
our  atmosphere,  and  which  was  supported  by 
Republicans  from  Vermont.  But  I  don't 
believe  you  want  to  repeal  that  treaty  either, 
do  you? 

They  opposed  the  tax  cut  which  means 
liigher  incomes  and  more  jobs  and  expand- 
ing business  for  all  of  our  people,  and  which 
will  increase  income  in  Vermont  by  $54 
million.    Do  you  want  that  bill  repealed? 

Well,  most  Americans,  I  think,  as  I  recall 
back  in  1935,  when  the  bill  was  passed,  there 
were  just  a  handful  of  votes  against  it;  most 
Americans,  I  believe,  feel  that  we  should 
have  a  social  security  system  which  helps  old 
people  live  in  dignity  and  security.  Well, 
when  social  security  was  proposed  back  there 
in  1935,  I  believe,  30  years  ago,  some  of 
these  people  called  it  a  "cruel  hoax."  But 
most  Americans  didn't  think  so,  and  it  was 
passed.  I  don't  believe  they  want  it  volun- 
tary and  I  don't  believe  they  want  it  re- 
pealed, do  you? 

When  the  war  on  poverty  was  proposed 
in  January,  this  faction  said  it  was  an  attempt 
to  buy  votes.  But  most  Americans  didn't 
think  so,  and  they  passed  the  bill  in  the  Sen- 
ate with  the  support  of  some  of  our  friends 
from  Vermont.  They  passed  it  in  the 
House.  It  is  now  the  law  of  the  land  and 
we  are  going  to  do  something  about  making 
taxpayers  out  of  taxeaters.  We  are  going  to 
conduct  a  war  on  poverty  and  try  to  help 
the  poor  find  jobs. 

Most  Americans  believe  in  providing  every 
boy  and  girl  with  an  education  that  they 
can  use.  Some  of  this  faction  has  said,  "The 
child  has  no  right  to  an  education." 

In  the  past  4  years  dozens  of  programs  and 
pledges  of  the  i960  Republican  platform 
have  come  before  the  Congress.    They  have 


received  support  from  Democrats  and  Re- 
publicans alike.  But  this  faction  has  op- 
posed most  of  them. 

The  philosophy  that  would  tear  down 
these  programs,  in  my  judgment,  does  not 
represent  the  people  of  Vermont  and  does 
not  even  represent  the  Republican  Party 
of  Vermont.  They  do  not  represent  the  Re- 
publican Party  of  America.  They  do  not 
represent  the  view  of  responsible,  forward- 
looking  men  of  any  party  anywhere. 

And  they  do  not  look  forward  to  the  kind 
of  America  which  this  State  for  almost  two 
centuries  has  worked,  and  fought,  and  voted 
to  build. 

And  it  is  not  the  kind  of  America  that  you 
are  going  to  vote  for,  I  don't  think,  next 
November. 

My  own  party  does  not  believe  in  parti- 
sanship for  the  sake  of  partisanship.  When 
I  became  leader  of  the  Senate,  I  said  I  re- 
ject the  philosophy  that  it  is  the  duty  of 
the  opposition  to  oppose.  I  said  I  think  it 
is  my  duty  as  a  Democrat  to  support  a  Re- 
publican President,  President  Eisenhower, 
when  he  is  right,  and  to  oppose  him  when  he 
is  wrong.  I  am  here  to  say  to  you  I  kept  that 
pledge  and  I  supported  him  more  and  sup- 
ported the  Republican  President  and  the  Re- 
publican Party  and  the  Republican  program 
more  when  I  was  Democrat  leader  than  my 
opponent  in  this  race  supported  him  then. 
And  he  was  a  Republican! 

I  intend  for  the  Johnson  administration  to 
take  account  of  that  principle  and  to  bring 
into  Government  men  and  women  of  both 
parties  who  are  pledged  to  continue  the 
progress  of  the  past  30  years. 

When  Franklin  Roosevelt  became  Presi- 
dent, he  selected  three  Republicans  to  be  in 
his  Cabinet. 

When  Harry  Truman  was  President,  he 
appointed  men  like  Robert  Lovett  and  John 
McCloy  to  high  positions. 
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When  John  Kennedy  became  President  in 
1 96 1,  he  brought  to  Washington  outstand- 
ing Republicans  Hke  Henry  Cabot  Lodge, 
Robert  McNamara,  Douglas  Dillon,  John 
McCone,  Chris  Herter,  and  others. 

I  believe  this  is  good  sense,  and  I  am  going 
to  do  the  same. 

I  do  not  believe  that  the  faction  that  tem- 
porarily leads  the  Republican  Party  repre- 
sents all  the  people.  I  know  it  doesn't  rep- 
resent all  the  Republicans.  So,  my  fellovi^ 
Americans,  let  us  w^ork  together,  men  of 
every  region,  of  every  religion,  of  every  race, 
of  every  party.  Let  us  labor  to  pass  on  to  our 
children  an  America  more  united,  an  Ameri- 
ca more  prosperous,  an  America  more  pro- 
gressive, an  America  more  peaceful  than 
ever  before  in  our  history. 

Let  us  be  faithful  to  our  traditions  of  the 
past  so  that  future  generations  w^ill  say  of 
us,  as  we  say  of  our  forefathers,  "They 
guarded  and  handed  on  the  American 
dream." 

It  has  been  wonderful  to  be  here  with  you 
this  afternoon.  I  apologize  again  for  being 
late.  I  just  want  to  leave  this  thought  with 
you:  In  this  country,  the  people  are  the 
bosses.  You  determine  by  your  vote  who 
you  want  to  lead  this  Nation.  Ten  months 
ago,  because  of  provisions  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, the  Vice  President  succeeded  to  the 
Presidency.  I  have  done,  with  the  ability 
that  I  have  and  such  talents  as  I  possess,  my 
dead-level  best  to  lead  this  country  and  to 
do  what  is  right  by  all  of  its  people. 

I  have  not  tried  to  be  a  President  that  be- 
lieved in  a  labor  government,  or  a  business 
government,  or  a  farm  government,  or  an 
extreme  government  of  any  kind.  I  have 
tried  to  be  a  President  of  all  the  people. 
I  have  made  mistakes  Hke  other  men.  I  tried 
to  make  as  few  as  I  could.  I  have  always 
thought  I  was  doing  right.  I  have  done  the 
best  I  knew  how. 


You  people  have  given  me  strength. 
When  I  felt  depressed,  you  have  inspired 
me.  I  have  come  here  today,  prior  to  the 
time  you  make  a  decision.  In  November 
you  will  be  called  upon  to  exercise  the  high- 
est responsibility  of  an  American  citizen. 
You  live  in  the  greatest  Nation  in  the  world, 
and  how  great  it  is  in  the  future  is  going  to 
depend  upon  the  wisdom  of  your  decision. 
In  November  when  you  go  to  that  ballot 
box,  you  are  going  to  do  what  you  think  is 
best  for  your  country,  and  that  is  what  I 
want  you  to  do. 

If  I  were  acting  for  you,  I  would  vote  for 
Congressman  O'Shea,  and  I  would  vote  for 
Senator  Fayette,  and  I  would  vote  for  Phil 
HofI,  and  I  won't  get  personal,  but  I  will 
tell  you  somebody  else  I  would  vote  for! 

I  am  not  here  to  give  you  a  hard  sell 
today.  You  have  the  right  and  you  have  the 
privilege,  and  you  have  the  duty,  to  make  a 
change  and  to  bring  a  new  government  if 
you  think  your  safety  and  your  security 
and  the  future  of  your  children  will  be  best 
served  by  that  change.  If  you  do,  we  will 
have  no  hard  feelings.  Actually,  I  will  have 
more  time  really  to  visit  Vermont. 

But  if  you  decide  in  your  wisdom  that 
you  want  us  to  continue,  you  want  us  to 
carry  on,  we  will  go  back  there  in  January 
and  we  will  try  to  pull  together  the  people 
of  this  country. 

We  won't  have  a  government  of  the  north 
or  the  south  or  the  east  or  the  west.  We  will 
have  a  government  of  all  sections,  of  all 
people,  of  all  regions,  of  all  religions,  of  all 
races.  We  will  try  to  unite  instead  of  di- 
vide. We  will  try  to  love  instead  of  to  hate. 
We  will  try  to  get  along  in  the  world  in- 
stead of  abuse  our  neighbors.  We  will  try 
to  go  anywhere,  see  anyone,  do  anything 
that  we  can  do  with  honor  to  bring  peace  to 
all  the  people  of  this  world. 

We  are  a  very  small  minority.    We  have 
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only  190  million  people  in  a  world  of  over  3 
billion.  There  is  ferment,  there  is  unrest, 
there  is  division,  there  is  dissension.  There 
are  many  problems  to  be  solved.  I  don't 
know^  that  I  am  the  one  to  solve  them.  That 
is  a  matter  for  you  to  decide. 

But  I  do  want  you  to  know  this:  I  don't 
know  how  many  Presidents  are  as  lucky  and 
as  fortunate  as  I  am  to  get  a  chance  to  come 
here  in  the  autumn  season  to  the  lovely  little 
State  of  Vermont  and  look  you  in  the  face 
and  tell  you  that  I  want  your  help,  I  want 


your  hand,  I  want  your  prayers.    And  if  you 
give  them  to  me,  I  will  just  do  the  best  I  can. 
Thank  you  very  much. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  a  rally  at  the  airport 
in  Burlington,  Vt.  His  opening  words  referred  to 
Governor  and  Mrs.  Philip  H.  Hoff,  State  Senator 
Frederick  J.  Fayette,  Democratic  candidate  for  U.S. 
Senator,  State  Senator  Bernard  O'Shea,  Democratic 
candidate  for  U.S.  Representative,  Daniel  J.  O'Brien, 
State  Democratic  Chairman,  Mrs.  Beatrice  Schurman, 
National  Committeewoman,  William  J.  Ryan,  Na- 
tional Committeeman,  all  of  Vermont,  and  Mayor 
John  J.  Daley  of  Rutland. 

The  text  of  the  remarks  of  Mrs.  Johnson,  who 
spoke  briefly,  was  also  released. 


606    Remarks  in  Portland,  Maine,  on  the  Steps  of  the 
City  Hall.     September  28,  1964 


Mr,  Walsh,  ladies  and  gentlemen,  boys  and 
girls: 

I  vv^ant  to  introduce  you  to  my  sweet- 
heart— Lady  Bird. 

[At  this  point  Mrs.  Johnson  spo\e  briefly.  She  com- 
mented on  the  beauty  of  the  fall  foliage  throughout 
the  New  England  States,  and  expressed  her  pleasure 
at  meeting  the  people  and  her  appreciation  for  "this 
wonderful  welcome."  The  President  then  resumed 
speaking.l 

Senator  and  Mrs,  Mus\ie,  Governor  Reed, 
Mr,  Hathatvay,  Mr,  Curtis,  Mr,  Dubord, 
Mrs.  Broderic\,  Miss  Mac\ensen,  my  fellotv 
Americans: 

I  want  to  say  this  to  you  tonight:  I  think 
this  is  the  most  wonderful  welcome  that  May 
Craig  ever  received.  And  I  want  to  tell  you 
something  else:  She  deserves  every  single 
bit  of  it. 

When  I  was  sick  in  1955  I  would  wake  up 
in  the  morning  not  knowing  whether  I 
would  wake  up  that  night  or  not,  or  whether 
I  would  see  the  sun  rise  another  day.  And 
during  that  period,  Lady  Bird  was  at  my  bed 
24  hours  a  day. 

But  every  single,  solitary  day,  without  ex- 


ception. May  Craig  wrote  me  a  letter  and 
made  me  want  to  live  and  get  well.  I  have 
wanted  to  come  to  Portland,  Maine,  ever 
since,  and  here  I  am,  thanks  to  all  of  you. 

I  have  come  to  the  forest  city  of  Portland — 
in  the  great  State  of  Maine — to  talk  to  you 
tonight  about  your  future  and  about  the  fu- 
ture of  your  children,  and  about  the  future 
of  your  grandchildren,  and  about  the  future 
of  America. 

First,  I  pledge  responsible  government. 
We  believe  that  it  is  every  American's  duty 
to  support  his  Government,  but  not  neces- 
sarily in  the  style  to  which  it  has  been  accus- 
tomed. That  is  why  I  have  cut  the  budget 
by  almost  a  billion  dollars.  And  we  have 
many  thousand  less  people  on  the  Federal 
payroll  today  than  we  did  10  months  ago. 

The  people  of  Maine  woA  hard  for  their 
tax  dollars.  The  Johnson  administration  is 
going  to  make  sure  that  you  get  full  value 
for  every  dollar  your  Government  spends. 

Second,  I  pledge  a  government  which  will 
meet  the  challenges  of  the  future  without 
deserting  the  traditions  of  the  past.  We 
have  built  the  prosperity  of  the  country  on 
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a  broad,  national  agreement  about  the  great 
goals  and  the  great  principles  of  the  great 
land  that  we  call  America. 

Forward-looking  men  and  women  of 
every  party,  from  Maine  to  Texas,  from 
every  region  of  America,  have  shaped  the 
structure  of  our  modern  country.  Men  like 
your  able,  fearless,  diligent,  courageous. 
Democratic  Senator  Ed  Muskie;  and  wom- 
en like  your  own  great  Republican  Senator, 
Margaret  Chase  Smith,  have  had  a  part  in 
shaping  the  policies  in  Congress  that  have 
built  a  prosperous  America.  We  are  not 
going  to  turn  it  over  to  extreme  and  reck- 
less people  who  would  not  hesitate  to 
shatter  all  that  has  been  so  carefully  built. 

Third,  I  pledge  a  government  devoted 
to  equal  opportunity  for  every  section  of  this 
Nation.  The  greatness  of  this  Nation  rests 
on  the  unity  of  its  people.  A  beloved  New 
England  poet,  Longfellow,  said: 

"All  your  strength  is  in  Union. 

All  of  your  danger  is  in  discord." 

So  I  say  to  you  tonight  we  do  not  intend 
to  let  the  voices  of  discord  and  division  ever 
pull  this  country  apart. 

But  unity  does  not  only  mean  that  every 
section  has  a  responsibility  to  the  Nation. 
It  means  that  the  Nation  has  a  responsibility 
to  every  section. 

Tonight  we  are  in  the  midst  of  the  longest 
and  the  largest  period  of  prosperity  in  Amer- 
ican history.  We  cannot  be  satisfied  until 
that  abundance  reaches  the  life  of  every 
State  and  every  citizen. 

I  say  to  you  tonight  that  New  England 
has  given  more  than  its  share  to  the  Na- 
tion's past.  And  I  say  to  you,  and  I  pledge 
you  tonight,  that  New  England  will  get 
its  share  of  the  Nation's  future  under  the 
Johnson  administration. 

As  my  beloved  friend  Ed  Muskie  said  to 
me,  "It  is  now  New  England's  turn  at  bat." 

Three  times — three  times — Portland  was 


almost  burned  out,  once  by  the  Indians  in 
Colonial  days,  once  by  the  invading  British 
in  1775,  once  more  in  a  roaring  fire  less  than 
a  century  ago.  Each  time,  through  hard 
work  and  cooperation,  your  great  city  of 
Portland  arose  a  better  place  than  it  had 
ever  been  before. 

Nature  has  blessed  Maine  with  a  beauty 
that  is  unmatched  in  all  the  world.  And 
you  ought  to  be  proud  of  it.  But  the  good 
Lord's  greatest  gift  to  Maine  is  not  the  beauty 
of  its  land.  The  good  Lord's  greatest  gift 
to  Maine  is  the  quality  of  its  people. 

The  people  of  Maine  have  given  America 
tradition  of  thrift,  of  industry,  of  independ- 
ence, of  courage  in  the  face  of  every  adver- 
sity. With  these  qualities  as  our  founda- 
tion, we  can  work  together  to  create  a  more 
abundant  future  for  all  the  people  of  this 
State  and  this  region. 

The  people  of  Maine  have  never  been 
afraid  of  government — or  afraid  of  anything, 
for  that  matter.  They  have  never  regarded 
government  as  an  alien  power  which 
threatened  their  liberty. 

More  than  75  years  ago.  Governor  Joshua 
Chamberlain,  in  his  message  to  the  Maine 
Legislature,  said: 

"A  Government  has  something  more  to 
do  than  govern  and  levy  taxes  to  pay  the 
Governors.  .  .  .  Government  must  also  en- 
courage good,  point  out  improvements,  open 
roads  of  prosperity,  and  infuse  life  into  all 
the  right  enterprises." 

Well,  I  tell  you  tonight  that  that  was  the 
idea  of  Governor  Joshua  Chamberlain,  and 
that  is  the  course  that  Lyndon  Johnson  plans 
to  follow. 

The  Johnson  administration's  program 
for  prosperity  will  not  be  giveaways  or 
handouts.  No  one  would  dare  offer  hand- 
outs to  the  people  of  Maine.  But  we  are 
working  to  create  new  opportunities.  We 
are  acting  to  give  people  a  chance  to  help 
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themselves,  to  develop  and  use  their  own 
skills,  to  provide  for  their  families  through 
their  ov^n  labor. 

I  warn  you  that  it  is  up  to  you  to  seize 
the  opportunities  that  together  we  help  cre- 
ate. Over  the  past  4  years  your  Federal 
Government,  working  hand  in  hand  with 
local  government  and  private  enterprise,  has 
been  creating  new  opportunity  for  Maine. 

The  Area  Redevelopment  Administration 
has  assisted  a  new  sugar  beet  industry  which 
will  produce  100  million  pounds  of  sugar 
each  year  and  provide  thousands  of  new  jobs. 
I  have  instructed  the  Area  Redevelopment 
Administration  to  survey  other  problem 
areas  where  plants  have  shut  down  through 
a  combination  of  technological  change  and 
competition.  I  have  told  them  to  work 
with  you  to  get  those  areas  moving  again. 

In  66  projects  across  the  State,  training 
programs  are  helping  develop  new  skills  for 
new  jobs.  We  have  trained  almost  a 
thousand  men  and  more  than  three-fourths 
of  them  are  now  employed. 

We  have  worked  with  local  officials  to 
establish  new  industry  and  services,  espe- 
cially in  the  fields  of  conservation  and  water 
pollution  control  and  small  business  loans. 
And  the  new  Economic  Opportunities  Act, 
our  poverty  program,  will  give  a  further 
boost  to  the  great  economy  of  the  great  State 
of  Maine. 

The  first  thing  I  am  going  to  do  when  I 
get  into  Washington  tonight  is  get  a  good 
night's  sleep  and  the  next  thing  I  am  going 
to  do  is  call  up  Sargent  Shriver  and  tell  him 
to  get  in  touch  with  Ed  Muskie  and  the 
Governor  and  do  something  about  it  right 
here  in  Maine. 

Our  new  tax  cut  will  stimulate  a  $128 
million  increase  in  the  State  of  Maine's  in- 
come, and  it  will  create  9,000  new  jobs  here 
in  Maine. 


President  John  F.  Kennedy  loved  Maine, 
and  he  wanted  to  do  something  about  it, 
and  he  did,  during  his  lifetime.  In  July 
1961  your  unemployment  rate  was  6  percent. 
This  July  it  was  down  to  4.1  percent,  and 
that  is  below  the  national  average.  And 
average  weekly  earnings  in  manufacturing 
have  risen  13  percent — up  13  percent. 

And  we  will  continue  to  work  until  every 
able-bodied  man  in  the  State  of  Maine  who 
wants  a  job  can  find  a  job.  That  is  our  goal; 
that  is  our  objective.  And  we  will  work  as 
hard  as  we  know  how  in  an  effort  to  achieve 
it. 

Every  one  of  these  programs,  every  dollar 
that  we  have  spent,  has  one  aim  and  one  aim 
only:  to  give  every  American  a  chance  to 
improve  his  life  through  his  own  work  and 
through  his  own  abilities. 

This  is  in  the  finest  tradition  of  Ameri- 
can Government. 

You  have  heard  much  through  the  years 
about  plans  to  harness  the  great  tides  of 
Passamaquoddy  for  power.  This  was  a 
dream  30  years  ago  of  one  of  our  greatest 
Americans,  Franklin  Delano  Roosevelt.  It 
was  the  vision  and  the  objective  of  one  of 
New  England's  greatest  products,  John 
Fitzgerald  Kennedy. 

And  Lyndon  Baines  Johnson  is  going  to 
do  something  about  Passamaquoddy,  and 
Hubert  Horatio  Humphrey  is  going  to  help 
him,  and  so  are  these  two  fine  Democratic 
candidates  for  Congress,  and  so  is  Ed 
Muskie,  and  so  is  Margaret  Smith,  and  so 
is  the  Governor  of  this  State.  Because  we 
are  going  to  unite  and  try  to  get  this  job 
done  for  all  you  people,  whether  you  are 
Democrats  or  Republicans.  I  will  have  a 
report  on  this  project  ready  for  the  next 
session  of  Congress. 

Now  my  present  term  runs  out  on  Janu- 
ary 20th,  but  if  I  am  there  after  the  20th, 
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we  will  be  back  here  and  talk  to  you  again 
about  this  proposition.  It  must  meet  the 
standards  set  by  President  Kennedy.  It 
must  first  strengthen  the  economy  of  the 
whole  country,  and  it  must  enable  America 
to  compete  better  in  the  markets  of  the 
world.  I  hope  and  I  believe  that  it  will  meet 
that  test. 

These  are  some  of  the  fruits  of  the  co- 
operation of  government  and  people.  There 
are  voices  which  seek  to  tell  us  that  govern- 
ment is  an  enemy  of  the  people. 

But  what  is  government?  Government  is 
the  people.  Daniel  Webster  once  said, 
"The  people,  sir,  erected  this  government." 
It  exists  to  serve  the  needs  and  to  advance 
the  dreams  of  the  people. 

We  used  to  say  down  in  my  country,  "As 
Maine  goes,  so  goes  the  Nation."  Well, 
when  we  said  that,  we  were  talking  about 
elections. 

But  in  the  future,  Maine  will  again  be  a 
leader  for  the  Nation,  a  leader  in  creating 
a  more  abundant  America,  a  leader  in  build- 
ing the  Great  Society,  where  every  man  can 
have  a  job,  where  every  family  can  have  a 
roof  over  their  heads,  where  we  will  work 
fewer  hours  and  we  will  work  fewer  days, 
and  we  will  have  more  recreation  for  our- 
selves and  our  family,  where  every  child 
will  have  an  adequate  schoolroom  and  will 
have  a  competent  teacher  there  to  teach  him, 
where  the  sick  can  find  a  hospital  bed  and 
have  some  medical  care  insurance  to  help 
him  pay  for  it,  where  our  countrysides  will 
be  improved  and  we  can  see  the  beauty  of 
nature,  and  we  will  get  rid  of  all  these  old 
cars  that  are  parked  out  on  the  sides  of  the 
highways. 

Yes,  Maine  will  again  be  a  leader,  and  will 
serve  as  a  bulwark  of  freedom  and  peace 
in  the  world.  And  who  knows — I  don't 
guess  anybody  really  knows — who  knows; 


even  in  the  elections,  this  year,  Maine  might 
resume  its  tradition  of  leadership. 

I  must  go  to  New  Hampshire  now  to  con- 
clude a  speech  that  I  am  2  hours  overdue  on, 
and  then  I  will  fly  back  to  Washington. 
But  before  I  leave  here,  I  want  to  say  to  each 
of  you  just  as  simply  and  as  personally  as  I 
would  if  you  were  sitting  in  front  of  the 
fireplace  with  me  in  my  home:  This  has 
been  a  delightful  day.  It  has  been  a  stimu- 
lating experience  for  us,  to  get  away  from 
the  desks  and  the  papers  and  the  reports, 
and  the  crises,  and  the  critical  decisions  that 
come  to  your  President,  and  to  come  out  here 
and  meet  the  people  I  work  for. 

I  am  the  36th  President  of  this  country. 
While  we  are  one  of  the  youngest  countries 
in  the  world,  we  have  one  of  the  oldest  gov- 
ernments. I  have  great  faith  in  our  system  of 
government.  I  want  to  do  everything  that 
I  can  within  the  limits  of  my  ability  to  make 
it  work. 

I  must  deal  with  the  leaders  of  120  other 
nations,  and  I  cannot  operate  a  government 
by  ultimatum.  They  don't  want  to  be 
shoved  around  any  more  than  we  want  to  be 
shoved  around.  Most  of  them  want  to  live 
and  let  live.  Most  of  them  want  for  their 
children  the  same  things  you  want  for  your 
children,  food  for  their  stomachs,  clothes  for 
their  backs,  a  roof  over  their  heads,  a  school 
for  them  to  attend,  a  church  where  they  can 
go  and  worship  God  according  to  the  dictates 
of  their  own  conscience.  They  don't  ask 
for  much. 

I  have  traveled  around  the  world  and  I 
have  seen  men  and  women  of  all  colors,  of 
all  faiths,  of  all  religions.  When  I  looked 
into  their  heart  and  into  their  face  I  see  just 
about  what  I  see  out  there  tonight — good 
human  beings  wanting  for  their  children 
something  more  than  they  had  for  them- 
selves, and  willing  to  work  their  fingernails 
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off  to  help  them  get  it. 

Now  I  don't  know  how  long  we  will  be 
able  to  live  in  this  world  together  in  har- 
mony. In  my  lifetime  we  have  had  two 
world  wars.  I  saw  men  leave,  never  to 
return,  in  order  that  we  could  freely  assem- 
ble out  here  tonight  and  have  this  great 
privilege. 

I  hope  and  pray  that  I  will  never  see  an- 
other war.  As  long  as  I  am  your  President, 
I  am  going  to  use  the  30  years  of  experi- 
ence that  I  have  obtained  in  the  House  and 
the  Senate  and  as  Vice  President,  doing 
everything  I  can  to  hold  my  hand  out  to 
other  countries,  and  my  guard  up. 

With  your  help,  with  your  support,  with 


your  prayers,  somehow,  some  way,  I  think 
we  will  come  through  with  flying  colors. 
Thank  you  and  good  night. 

note:  The  President  spoke  on  the  steps  of  City 
Hall  in  Portland,  Maine.  In  his  opening  remarks 
he  referred  to  Adam  Walsh,  U.S.  Marshal  from 
Portland,  Senator  Edmund  S.  Muskie  of  Maine  and 
Mrs.  Muskie,  Governor  John  H.  Reed  of  Maine, 
William  D.  Hathaway  and  Kenneth  Curtis,  Demo- 
cratic candidates  for  U.S.  Representative,  Richard 
Dubord,  State  National  Committeeman,  Mrs.  Faye 
Broderick,  State  National  Committeev^roman,  and 
Judith  Mackensen,  State  Committeewoman  for  Han- 
cock County,  Maine. 

The  vi^elcome  to  Mrs.  May  Craig  of  the  Portland 
Press-Herald  took  place  at  the  airport,  where  the 
crowd  had  cheered  her  as  she  walked  down  the  steps 
of  the  press  plane. 

The  text  of  the  remarks  of  Mrs.  Johnson  was  also 
released. 


607    Remarks  in  Manchester  to  the  Members  of  the  New  Hampshire 
Weekly  Newspaper  Editors  Association.    September  28,  1964 


Mr.  Piper,  my  friends,  and  your  extremely 
valuable  Senator,  Tom  Mclntyre;  your  most 
distinguished  and  able  Governor,  John  King; 
two  brilliant  young  leaders,  Ollie  Huot  and 
Charles  Officer;  State  Chairman  Murray  De- 
vine;  and  my  fellow  Americans: 

First  of  all,  I  want  to  apologize  to  you, 
and  then  I  want  to  say  thank  you  very  much. 
For  you  to  know  how  I  feel,  you  would  have 
to  trade  places  with  me.  But  I  came  in  the 
White  House  late  last  night  from  across  the 
Nation,  and  I  left  early  this  morning  for 
this  wonderful  section  called  New  England. 
And  it  was  from  New  England  that  all  of 
us  came.  All  of  us  have  a  little  New  Eng- 
land in  us. 

So  I  wanted  to  come  here  and  see  your 
people,  exchange  views  with  them,  tell  them 
what  I  stood  for,  and  ask  them  to  help  me 
in  the  job  that  I  am  trying  so  hard  to  do. 
And  I  have  one  more  engagement  after 
this  one  this  evening. 

For  some  reason  or  other,  we  have  been 


about  3  hours  behind  all  day.  I  regret  that. 
I  wish  there  was  something  I  could  do  about 
it.  I  don't  want  to  ask  people  to  wait  on 
me.  But  I  must  admit  in  candor  and  frank- 
ness that  I  would  rather  be  3  hours  late  be- 
cause people  wanted  to  see  me  than  to  be  3 
hours  early  because  there  was  nobody  there. 
Now  that  I  have  told  you  how  sorry  we 
are  that  we  are  late,  I  want  to  introduce  you 
to  my  sweetheart — Lady  Bird. 

{At  this  point  Mrs.   Johnson  spo\e  briefly.     The 
President  then  resumed  speaking. 1 

It  was  4  years  ago  that  John  F.  Kennedy 
came  here  to  Manchester.  He  answered 
questions  that  people  from  all  parts  of  the 
Nation  had  asked  him  during  the  campaign. 

From  Pordand,  Oreg.,  he  w^as  asked, 
"How  can  you  be  sure  that  we  will  have 
peace?"  And  he  answered,  if  you  will  re- 
member, "We  have  to  work  at  peace  .  .  . 
the  way  to  maintain  peace  is  to  maintain 
our  strength,  to  speak  quiedy,  to  identify 
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ourselves  with  the  cause  of  other  people,  to 
make  it  very  clear  to  the  Communists  that 
we  do  not  want  war,  that  we  are  going  to  be 
firm,  that  we  are  building  in  this  country  a 
strong  and  a  vital  society." 

Well,  that  policy — strength  and  firmness 
matched  to  restraint  and  patience — ^has  been 
the  basic  foreign  policy  of  every  American 
President,  the  basic  foreign  policy  of  both 
political  parties  for  the  past  20  years.  Our 
hand  has  always  been  out,  but  our  guard  has 
always  been  up. 

President  Truman  said,  "Peace  requires  as 
much  moral  stamina  as  waging  a  war.  .  .  . 
It  requires  undying  patience  and  continuous 
application." 

President  Dwight  Eisenhower  said,  "The 
path  for  America  must  be  cooperation  .  .  . 
as  together  we  continue  the  search  for  peace, 
a  search  in  which  we  shall  persevere  with- 
out tiring  or  without  ceasing,  .  .  ." 

Call  the  roll  of  Americans  who  have 
shaped  the  world  policy  of  the  United  States 
in  your  lifetime:  Truman  and  Eisenhower 
and  Kennedy,  Acheson  and  John  Foster 
Dulles,  Arthur  Vandenberg  and  Walter 
George,  Warren  Austin  and  Henry  Cabot 
Lodge.  These  were  men  of  every  party,  and 
I  am  proud  to  say  of  every  section. 

Everyone  agreed  on  the  great  shaping 
principles  of  America's  foreign  policy.  To- 
gether they  offered  the  Biblical  prayer, 
"Peace  be  to  this  house."  For  them  the 
house  of  peace  was  the  entire  world. 

And  this  is  the  same  course  that  your  Gov- 
ernment is  following  tonight.  And,  God 
willing,  it  is  the  course  that  we  shall  con- 
tinue to  follow  as  long  as  I  am  your  Presi- 
dent. 

Much  has  happened  in  the  past  20  years. 
But  through  change  after  change,  and  crisis 
after  crisis,  and  convulsion  after  convulsion, 
we  have  worked  to  build  the  four  great  pil- 


lars of  policy  on  which  the  house  of  peace 
must  rest. 

First  is  the  effort  to  persuade  our  adver- 
saries that  any  attack  upon  us  would  im- 
mediately bring  their  own  destruction.  For 
this  reason  we  have  built  the  most  powerful 
military  force  in  the  history  of  the  world, 
and  in  the  last  4  years  you  have  spent  $40  bil- 
lion more  than  you  would  have  spent  had 
the  spending  of  the  last  Eisenhower  year  for 
military  and  space  continued.  In  other 
words,  Mr.  Kennedy  has  spent  an  average  of 
$10  billion  a  year  more  on  military  prepared- 
ness and  space  than  we  were  spending  the 
last  year  of  Mr.  Eisenhower's  administra- 
tion, i960. 

Now,  what  has  come  from  that?  Tonight 
we  have  more  than  twice  as  many  bombers 
that  can  be  put  over  our  adversaries'  land 
than  they  can  put  over  ours.  Tonight  we 
have  more  than  twice  as  many  interconti- 
nental ballistic  missiles  that  we  can  put  over 
their  land  than  they  can  put  over  ours. 

We  know  that  nobody  can  escape  a  hurri- 
cane simply  by  being  in  favor  of  good 
weather.  Our  strength  is  our  surest  shelter 
against  war. 

But  don't  get  the  idea  that  strength  alone 
will  deter  an  aggressor.  Our  adversaries 
must  also  be  convinced  that  we  have  the  will 
and  the  determination,  and  we  maintain  and 
intend  to  at  all  times  in  all  places  defend  all 
American  interests.  We  do  not  rattle  our 
rockets  and  we  don't  throw  our  bombs 
around  lightly.  But  we  have  never  given 
them  cause  to  doubt  that  America  has  the 
will. 

In  Greece  and  Turkey,  and  in  Korea, 
President  Truman  halted  Communist 
aggression. 

In  the  Formosa  straits  President  Eisen- 
hower halted  Communist  aggression. 

In  Cuba — and  that  was  the  last  country 
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that  has  gone  Communist — remember,  not 
a  single  country  in  the  world  has  gone  Com- 
munist since  1959 — ^in  Cuba,  President  Ken- 
nedy halted  the  Communist  aggression 
which  threatened  the  mainland  of  the  United 
States  itself. 

And  in  the  Gulf  of  Tonkin,  the  Johnson 
administration  acted,  and  will  continue  to 
act  to  halt  Communist  aggression. 

These  consistent  actions  contain  two  great 
lessons.  We  must  stand  firm  when  the  vital 
interests  of  freedom  are  under  attack.  And 
we  must  use  our  overwhelming  power  with 
calm  restraint. 

Second,  we  have  worked  to  strengthen  the 
independence  of  others.  We  live  in  a  world 
with  120-odd  nations.  We  have  done  this 
strengthening  by  helping  others  resist  direct 
aggression,  from  Berlin  to  the  island  of 
Formosa.  We  have  done  this  by  working 
with  others  to  fight  indirect  aggression — 
from  Viet-Nam  to  Venezuela. 

We  are  doing  this  through  the  Peace 
Corps  every  day,  through  the  Alliance  for 
Progress,  through  foreign  assistance,  aiding 
others  to  build  their  nations  and  strengthen 
their  independence,  and  bring  hope  to  their 
people  and  give  them  education,  and  keep 
them  from  starvation.  So  we  are  strength- 
ening the  independence  of  others. 

Third,  we  have  worked  to  establish  the 
rule  of  peaceful  settlement  in  world  affairs. 
The  key  to  our  own  success  as  a  Nation  is 
obedience  to  the  rule  of  law.  This  is  also 
the  hope  for  peace  in  the  world  community. 
So  we  will  continue  to  work  for  this  prin- 
ciple and  we  will  continue  our  wholehearted 
support  of  the  United  Nations. 

Fourth,  we  have  worked  to  lessen  the 
danger  that  nuclear  weapons  will  destroy  all 
mankind.  From  the  Baruch  plan  of  Presi- 
dent Truman  to  the  "open  skies"  proposal 
of  President  Eisenhower,  to  the  test  ban 
treaty  and  the  "hot  line,"  every  President  has 


worked  to  build  the  structure  of  agreement 
on  which  enduring  peace  must  ultimately 
rest. 

And  as  long  as  I  am  your  President,  I  will 
propose  new  initiatives  for  effective  arms 
control.  I  will  try  to  reverse  the  arms  race. 
I  will  try  to  lessen  the  tensions  that  endanger 
and  imperil  the  world. 

These  are  the  four  pillars  on  which  the 
house  of  peace  must  rest. 

Today  there  are  some  who  attack  these 
policies.  They  assault  the  steadfast  princi- 
ples of  the  last  20  years.  They  seek  to 
substitute  a  new  structure.  But  I  think  it 
is  a  dangerous,  shaky,  and  unsafe  place. 
For  I  think  it  is  built  on  three  illusions. 
These  illusions,  if  believed  and  followed, 
would  put  our  freedom  and  the  peace  of 
the  world  in  mortal  peril. 

Let  me,  in  the  words  of  the  prophet  Isaiah, 
"Come  now,  let  us  reason  together,"  let  me 
take  a  moment  to  discuss  these  with  you. 

First  is  the  illusion  that  force,  or  the 
threat  of  force,  can  solve  all  problems.  I 
know  you  would  respect  my  size  and  my 
strength,  but  I  don't  think  there  are  many 
of  you  in  this  room  who  would  quake  in 
your  boots  if  I  threatened  you  with  using 
force,  and  I  think  what  is  true  of  you  is  true 
of  nations.  Ours  must  never  be  a  govern- 
ment of  ultimatum.  All  people  must  know 
that  we  are  slow  to  start,  but  hard  to  stop. 

This  afternoon  I  was  in  Portland,  Maine, 
and  I  was  reminded  that  the  last  President 
to  visit  Pordand,  Maine,  was  Theodore 
Roosevelt — a  great  President  of  another 
party  who  visited  there  in  1902.  But  what 
he  said  back  there  a  half  century  or  more 
ago  is  as  true  tonight  as  it  was  then:  "Speak 
softly  and  carry  a  big  stick." 

In  my  country  we  are  very  proud  of  what 
we  call  the  Texas  Rangers.  Sometimes 
when  we  have  a  little  row  or  misunderstand- 
ing in  our  country,  they  call  out  a  Ranger. 
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One  of  our  old  cow  puncher  friends  took 
some  cattle  up  to  Kansas  City  to  sell,  and 
one  of  the  fellows  out  in  the  stockyards  said 
to  him,  while  they  were  waiting  for  the 
bidders  to  come  in,  "Please  tell  me  what  is 
really  the  difference  between  a  Sheriff  and 
a  Texas  Ranger." 

The  old  man,  a  Ranger  for  many  years, 
ran  his  hand  through  his  hair  and  delib- 
erated, and  he  said,  "Well,  a  Ranger  is  one 
that  when  you  plug  him,  when  you  hit  him, 
he  just  keeps  coming."  And  we  must  let 
the  rest  of  the  world  know  that  we  speak 
softly,  we  carry  a  big  stick,  but  we  have  the 
will  and  the  determination,  and  if  they  ever 
hit  us  it  is  not  going  to  stop  us — we  are  just 
going  to  keep  coming. 

Our  military  strength  is  vital  to  our  se- 
curity and  it  is  very  important  to  our  in- 
fluence. But  it  cannot  and  it  must  not  be 
used  to  compel  and  to  frighten  all  others 
into  following  our  command  and  our  every 
wish.  Nor  can  it  build  the  lasting  frame- 
work of  an  enduring  peace,  because  peace 
does  not  come  from  threats  or  intimidations, 
or  humiliations,  or  overpowering.  The  only 
consequence  of  such  a  policy  would  be  con- 
stant conflict,  rising  hostility,  and  deepening 
tension. 

Force  could  not  rebuild  Europe.  It  took 
the  vision  and  the  statesmanship  of  the  Mar- 
shall plan,  and  the  patient  molding  of  the 
NATO  Alliances. 

Force  will  not  bring  democratic  progress 
to  Latin  America.  It  will  take  many  years 
of  the  Alliance  for  Progress  to  create  free- 
dom's answer  to  false  Communist  promises. 
The  ancient  enemies  of  mankind  thrive 
in  that  area  of  this  hemisphere — disease,  il- 
literacy, and  ignorance. 

Force  will  not  bring  an  end  to  the  arms 
race.  We  cannot  coerce  others  to  negotiate. 
We  can't  even  compel  them  to  be  reasonable 
and  wise.    It  takes  skill  and  it  takes  patience. 


and  it  takes  determination,  and  it  takes  a 
search  for  areas  of  common  interest. 

In  the  10  months  since  that  fateful  day 
last  November  when  tragedy  cut  our  Presi- 
dent down,  and  on  a  moment's  notice,  I  had 
to  step  in  and  pick  up  and  try  to  carry  on 
for  him,  first,  if  you  will  remember,  some  of 
our  soldiers  were  fired  upon  and  killed  in 
Panama,  and  there  were  those  that  shouted 
"Move  in  with  the  paratroopers." 

Well,  we  went  over  to  the  Peace  Corps 
and  got  one  of  our  most  skilled  diplomats 
who  had  lived  in  Panama  for  years.  We  said 
to  them,  "We  will  not  negotiate  with  a  gun 
at  our  temple.  We  will  not  sign  a  blank 
check  to  a  treaty,  but  we  will  treat  you  fairly 
and  justly.  We  are  a  big  Nation  and  you  are 
a  small  one,  and  we  are  not  going  to  take 
advantage  of  you.  But  you  are  not  going  to 
take  advantage  of  us." 

And  we  were  criticized  for  weeks.  But 
ultimately  we  reached  an  agreement  on 
exactly  the  terms  that  I  proposed  the  first  day 
by  telephone  to  the  President  of  Panama. 

A  few  days  later  Mr.  Castro  decided  to 
cut  our  water  off  at  our  military  base  at 
Guantanamo.  We  were  paying  him  for  that 
water,  and  we  were  employing  some  3,000 
Cubans  to  do  our  work  there.  We  were 
spending  about  $5  to  $6  million  a  year  with 
them.  Suddenly  and  impetuously  and  im- 
pulsively, and  I  think  irrationally,  he  cut  our 
water  off.  The  shout  went  up,  "Send  in  the 
Marines." 

I  don't  want  the  newspapermen  to  think 
I  am  quoting  anybody  now.  But  we  let  our 
coffee  cool  a  little  bit  and  we  decided,  for 
better  or  for  worse,  that  it  was  wiser  to  send 
in  one  admiral  to  cut  the  water  off  than  it 
was  to  send  in  a  regiment  of  Marines  to  turn 
it  on. 

So  we  told  Mr.  Castro  that  we  will  make 
this  base  self-sufficient;  we  will  make  our 
own  water.    We  cut  off  about  $5  million 
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worth  of  his  exchange.  Ever  since  he  has 
been  wanting  to  have  a  conference  with  us. 

We  had  our  troubles  in  Zanzibar.  We 
still  have  our  problems  in  Viet-Nam.  Every 
day  some  one  jumps  up  and  shouts  and  says, 
"Tell  us  what  is  happening  in  Viet-Nam 
and  why  are  we  in  Viet-Nam,  and  how  did 
you  get  us  into  Viet-Nam?"  Well,  I  didn  t 
get  you  into  Viet-Nam.  You  have  been  in 
Viet-Nam  10  years. 

President  Eisenhower  wrote  President 
Diem  a  letter  in  1954  when  the  French 
pulled  out  of  Viet-Nam,  and  said,  "We 
want  to  help  you  to  help  your  people  keep 
from  going  Communist,  and  we  will  furnish 
you  advice,  we  will  furnish  you  assistance, 
and  we  will  furnish  you  equipment,  if  you 
will  furnish  the  men,  and  if  you  want  to 
fight  for  your  freedom  we  will  try  to  help 
you." 

New  Englanders  haven't  forgotten  it  was 
less  than  200  years  ago  when  we  were  fight- 
ing for  our  freedom  and  people  helped  us. 
So  President  Eisenhower  wrote  that  letter 
and  he  followed  through  on  it.  And  Presi- 
dent Kennedy  followed  through.  And  we 
have  now  had  four  or  five  governments  in 
the  last  year.  I  can't  tell  you  who  runs  the 
Government  here,  much  less  who  runs  it  in 
Viet-Nam.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  I  suspect 
some  of  you  are  going  to  have  something  to 
do  with  deciding  who  runs  it  here  in  No- 
vember. 

Now  some  of  our  people  get  awfully  wor- 
ried and  talk  about  we  have  a  crisis  a  week. 
Well,  I  wish  we  never  did  have  a  crisis.  I 
would  like  to  play  with  my  radio  or  go  to  a 
football  game,  or  go  out  in  my  speedboat. 
There  are  a  lot  of  things  I  would  like  to  do. 

But  if  you  just  think  we  have  a  crisis  a 
week  you  are  optimistic.  We  have  one  a 
day.  And  the  only  thing  you  can  do  with 
them — you  can't  take  an  aspirin  and  get 
away  from  them — is  you  just  have  to  take 
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the  best  information  you  have  got,  take 
things  as  you  found  them,  and  make  the  best 
judgment  you  can  under  the  circumstances. 

Some  of  our  people — Mr.  Nixon,  Mr. 
Rockefeller,  Mr.  Scranton,  and  Mr.  Gold- 
water — have  all,  at  some  time  or  other,  sug- 
gested the  possible  wisdom  of  going  north 
in  Viet-Nam.  Well,  now,  before  you  start 
attacking  someone  and  you  launch  a  big 
offensive,  you  better  give  some  consideration 
to  how  you  are  going  to  protect  what  you 
have.  And  when  a  brigadier  general  can 
walk  down  the  streets  of  Saigon  as  they 
did  the  other  day,  and  take  over  the  police 
station,  the  radio  station,  and  the  govern- 
ment without  firing  a  shot,  I  don't  know 
how  much  offensive  we  are  prepared  to 
launch. 

As  far  as  I  am  concerned,  I  want  to  be 
very  cautious  and  careful,  and  use  it  only  as 
a  last  resort,  when  I  start  dropping  bombs 
around  that  are  likely  to  involve  American 
boys  in  a  war  in  Asia  with  700  million 
Chinese. 

So  just  for  the  moment  I  have  not  thought 
that  we  were  ready  for  American  boys  to  do 
the  fighting  for  Asian  boys.  What  I  have 
been  trying  to  do,  with  the  situation  that  I 
found,  was  to  get  the  boys  in  Viet-Nam  to 
do  their  own  fighting  with  our  advice  and 
with  our  equipment.  That  is  the  course  we 
are  following.  So  we  are  not  going  north 
and  drop  bombs  at  this  stage  of  the  game, 
and  we  are  not  going  south  and  run  out 
and  leave  it  for  the  Communists  to  take 
over. 

Now  we  have  lost  190  American  lives, 
and  to  each  one  of  those  190  families  this  is 
a  major  war.  We  lost  that  many  in  Texas 
on  the  Fourth  of  July  in  wrecks.  But  I 
often  wake  up  in  the  night  and  think  about 
how  many  I  could  lose  if  I  made  a  misstep. 

When  we  retaliated  in  the  Tonkin  Gulf, 
we  dropped  bombs  on  their  nests  where  they 
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had  their  PT  boats  housed,  and  we  dropped 
them  within  35  miles  of  the  Chinese  border. 
I  don't  know  what  you  would  think  if  they 
started  dropping  them  35  miles  from  your 
border,  but  I  think  that  that  is  something 
you  have  to  take  into  consideration. 

So  we  are  not  going  north  and  we  are 
not  going  south;  we  are  going  to  continue  to 
try  to  get  them  to  save  their  own  freedom 
with  their  own  men,  with  our  leadership, 
and  our  officer  direction,  and  such  equip- 
ment as  we  can  furnish  them.  We  think 
that  losing  190  lives  in  the  period  that  we 
have  been  out  there  is  bad.  But  it  is  not 
like  190,000  that  we  might  lose  the  first 
month  if  we  escalated  that  war. 

So  we  are  trying  somehow  to  evolve  a  way, 
as  we  have  in  some  other  places,  where  the 
North  Vietnamese  and  the  Chinese  Com- 
munists will  finally,  after  getting  worn 
down,  conclude  that  they  will  leave  their 
neighbors  alone.  And  if  they  do,  we  will 
come  home  tomorrow. 

It  is  not  any  problem  to  start  a  war.  That 
is  the  easiest  thing  in  the  world.  I  know 
some  folks  that  I  think  could  start  one 
mighty  easy.  But  it  is  a  pretty  difficult  prob- 
lem for  all  of  us  to  prevent  one,  and  that 
is  what  we  are  trying  to  do. 

The  second  illusion  I  want  to  talk  to  you 
about  is  the  illusion  that  the  United  States 
can  demand  resolution  of  all  the  world's 
problems  and  mash  a  button  and  get  the  job 
done. 

In  this  nuclear  age  we  have  concern  about 
the  affairs  of  every  continent,  and  that  con- 
cern on  some  continents  is  increasing  very 
much  the  last  few  days.  That  concern  does 
not  give  us  either  the  right  or  the  responsi- 
bility to  order  the  affairs  of  other  nations. 
For  example,  two  friendly  nations,  India 
and  Pakistan,  have  been  engaged  in  a  long 
and  often  bitter  dispute  over  the  area  of 
Kashmir.    We  are  always  ready  to  help.    I 


have  been  out  there  and  visited,  and  I  have 
tried  to  take  this  ancient  feud  and  pull  these 
people  together. 

Most  of  the  problems  that  we  get  in  are 
ancient  disputes  that  have  been  going  on 
not  for  decades,  not  for  generations,  but 
for  centuries  among  people — the  Greeks  and 
the  Turks,  the  Pakistanis  and  the  Indians. 

Peaceful  solution  can  mean  much  to  the 
freedom  of  Asia,  if  we  could  only  bring  it 
about.  But  the  responsibility  of  settlement 
must  remain  and  should  remain  with  these 
two  nations  involved.  All  we  can  do  about 
two  men  that  are  arguing  among  themselves 
is  to  try  to  encourage  them  to  settle  their 
argument.  We  can't  run  in  and  get  in  the 
middle  between  a  man  and  his  wife  because 
we  will  wind  up  getting  hit.  The  same  is 
true  in  many  places  throughout  the  world; 
independent  nations  with  their  own  interests, 
with  their  own  convictions,  must  work  to 
setde  their  own  problems. 

We  have  willingly  accepted  the  respon- 
sibiUties  of  world  leadership,  and  when  our 
own  vital  interests  are  challenged  we  act. 
But  we  are  not  the  sole  captain  of  the  ship. 

Third  is  the  illusion  that  we  could,  if  only 
we  tried  hard  enough,  put  an  end  to  all 
difficulty  and  danger,  and  then  retire  from 
the  world. 

The  sound  of  gunfire  in  Asia  echoes  in 
the  homes  of  Manchester.  The  speeches  of 
a  leader  in  Moscow  or  Peiping  help  shape 
the  life  of  a  subway  rider  in  New  York.  An 
angry  cry  for  freedom  in  Africa  requires  an 
understanding  act  in  Washington. 

And  as  long  as  this  Nation  endures  we  are 
going  to  be  engaged  in  the  affairs  of  the 
world. 

I  welcome  this  involvement.  I  believe  the 
American  people  welcome  it.  It  may  bring 
danger  but  it  brings  an  added  dimension  to 
the  prospects  of  freedom.  In  this  world,  as 
in  life  itself,  there  is  really  no  escape  from 
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problems.    You  can't  run  away  from  them. 
No  escape  from  peril. 

Each  of  us  in  our  own  family  faces  con- 
tinual change.  We  have  our  own  desires — 
for  a  career  and  for  more  of  the  good  things 
of  life.  These  wishes  often  conflict  with 
each  other  and  with  the  wishes  of  others  that 
we  love.  We  must  make  constant  compro- 
mise and  we  must  make  adjustment. 

There  are  times  that  come  when  you  have 
to  decide  whether  the  boy  or  the  girl  gets 
the  car  on  Saturday  night.  There  is  no  end 
to  difficulties.  We  just  can't  wish  them 
away  or  press  a  button  or  call  on  some  gen- 
eral to  solve  everything  for  us.  But  we  can 
hope  to  make  progress  toward  a  fuller  and 
a  happier  life. 

You  have  done  that  here  in  Manchester. 
You  have  done  that  in  New  Hampshire  and 
in  New  England.  You  have  done  it  in 
America. 

In  our  own  country,  after  two  centuries — 
as  a  united  people  in  an  abundant  land  un- 
der a  single  Constitution — ^we  still  face  great 
issues,  and  we  still  have  diflScult  challenges. 
But  we  have  made  enormous,  unbelievable 
progress. 

How  much  more  uncertain,  then,  is  the 
life  of  the  world?  In  six  continents  live 
over  100  nations.  Some  are  far  more  ancient 
than  our  own.  Others  are  barely  begun. 
Some  pursue  hostile  ambitions.  Others  are 
struggling  for  their  survival.  Some  are 
flourishing  and  abundant;  others  desperately 
try  to  emerge  from  a  poverty  that  is  so  bleak 
that  it  staggers  the  imagination. 

So  let  no  one  tell  you  in  this  day  and  time 
that  the  problems  of  a  world  will  be  solved 
without  sacrifice,  and  will  be  easily  solved 
without  years  of  effort.  Because  we  just 
cannot  ignore  others.  We  tried  to  do  it 
and  two  wars  came  as  a  result.  Our  fu- 
ture is  tied  to  theirs.     We  can't  abandon 


those  who  will  not  do  exactly  as  we  wish. 

I  remember  one  time  when  we  were  fight- 
ing an  REA  project  in  my  State  and  I  nego- 
tiated with  the  president  of  the  power  com- 
pany for  2  days  and  I  didn't  make  a  bit  of 
progress.  He  just  sat  there  like  a  Methodist 
deacon  and  never  gave  an  inch. 

I  was  somewhat  impulsive  in  my  youth, 
somewhat  erratic,  and  I  finally  got  disgusted, 
and  I  said,  "As  far  as  I  am  concerned,  you 
can  take  a  running  jump  and  go  you  know 
where."  The  old  man  just  looked  back  at 
me  as  calm  and  restrained  as  he  could  be, 
and  said,  "But  I  don't  want  to  go  there." 
And  all  the  board  of  directors  came  over 
and  congratulated  me  on  the  fine  speech  I 
made  and  how  courageous  I  was  to  tell  the 
president  of  the  power  company  to  go 
to.  .  .  . 

Finally  I  went  to  one  old  lawyer  who  was 
wise  and  who  had  served  me  for  years.  I 
said,  "Senator" — he  had  been  a  Senator — 
"how  did  you  like  my  speech?"  He  said, 
"Well,  son,  you  are  young  in  public  life, 
and  I  hope  you  go  a  long  ways.  But  the 
first  thing  you  have  to  learn  is  telling  a 
man  to  go  to  hell  and  making  him  go  are  two 
different  propositions!" 

So  we  cannot  abandon  those  who  will  not 
do  exacdy  as  we  wish.  To  do  this,  or  to 
withdraw  from  the  United  Nations — and 
they  have  prevented  almost  20  wars  from 
getting  started — to  cast  aside  our  commit- 
ments, would  endanger  freedom  every- 
where. And  I  think  it  would  end  the  hope 
for  peace.  And  it  would  certainly  revive 
the  fast  fading  Communist  hopes  for  world 
empire. 

I  do  not  think  that  our  future  is  going 

to  be  a  simple  one.    But  like  all  of  those  who 

sat  in  the  White  House  before  me,  I  believe 

it  will  be  one  which  free  men  will  welcome. 

I  expect  victory.    We  are  going  to  have 
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victory.  But  it  is  not  going  to  be  a  swift  vic- 
tory. It  is  not  going  to  be  the  victory  of 
arms,  and  it  is  not  going  to  be  victory  of  the 
grave.  Our  victory  will  come  over  many 
years  as  people  choose  freedom,  as  nations 
grow  up  and  become  mature,  and  as  they 
learn  independence. 

Moreover,  as  the  threat  of  war  fades,  that 
victory,  I  want  to  warn  you  tonight,  is  go- 
ing to  take  great  strength  and  going  to  take 
patience.  It  will  take  men  willing  to  deal 
with  the  real  events  of  a  real  world  and  not 
trapped  by  the  dangerous  illusions  of 
fantasy. 

But  above  all,  it  will  mean  that  we  must 
turn  toward  the  world  with  the  grandeur 
and  the  generosity  of  that  American  spirit 
which  on  this  continent  has  already  built 
an  enduring  home  for  freedom. 

This  has  been  a  delightful  day  for  me  in 
New  England.  I  have  come  here  as  your 
President  to  counsel  with  you  about  your 
country  and  your  future. 

I  am  the  36th  President  of  this  country, 
but  until  January  20th  I  am  the  only  Presi- 
dent that  you  have.  If  I  am  weak,  you  are 
weak.  If  I  am  harassed  and  harangued,  you 
are  harassed  and  harangued.  There  is  not 
anything  that  you  can  do  about  it  from  now 
until  January  20th.  But  in  November  you 
are  going  to  decide  what  kind  of  leadership 
you  will  have  for  4  more  years. 

I  am  not  here  to  do  like  the  little  boy  that 
left  the  cotton  patch  down  in  my  country 
and  went  over  to  hear  a  Senator  speak  one 
afternoon.  He  came  back  about  dark  and 
the  boss  said,  "Where  have  you  been  all  after- 
noon?" He  said,  "I  have  been  listening  to 
the  United  States  Senator  Joseph  Weldon 
Bailey." 

"Well,"  he  said,  "the  Senator  didn't  speak 
all  afternoon,  did  he?"  He  said,  "Mighty 
near."     He  said,  "What  did  the  Senator 


say?"  He  said,  "Boss,  I  don't  remember.  I 
don't  recollect  precisely  what  the  Senator 
said,  but  the  general  impression  I  got  was 
the  Senator  was  recommending  himself 
most  highly!" 

I  believe  in  prudence  and  I  believe  in 
progress.  I  cut  the  budget,  after  working 
37  days  and  nights,  $1  billion  instead  of  in- 
creasing it  $5  billion  as  we  had  been  cus- 
tomarily doing  on  account  of  the  increase 
in  population  each  year.  I  had  51  measures 
that  we  thought  were  important  to  pass  in 
the  Congress,  and  51  of  those  measures  have 
already  passed  the  Senate. 

I  have  called  the  leaders  of  the  working- 
men  in  this  country,  the  labor  leaders,  to 
the  White  House  for  conference  after  con- 
ference, but  this  is  not  going  to  be  any  labor 
government.  I  have  called  the  business- 
men, more  than  2,000  of  them,  from  every 
State  in  the  Union,  to  the  White  House  to 
talk  to  them  about  their  problems,  but  this 
is  not  going  to  be  any  business  government. 

I  have  called  the  farmers  in  to  talk  about 
their  problems,  but  this  is  not  going  to  be 
any  farm  government,  because  if  the  good 
Lord  lets  me  live  and  lets  me  continue  to 
serve  you,  I  am  going  to  be  President  of  all 
the  people  instead  of  any  single  group. 

But  I  don't  think  that  we  have  to  have  a 
civil  war  in  order  for  each  person  to  have 
his  rights.  I  don't  think  that  labor  has  to 
harass  business,  and  I  don't  think  that  busi- 
ness has  to  lock  out  labor,  and  I  don't  think 
the  Government  has  to  harass  both  of  them. 
I  believe  if  you  give  them  all  a  fair  shake 
that  we  can  live  under  one  great  tent  and 
develop  this  country,  because  united  we 
stand;  divided  we  fall. 

So  if  you  came  out  to  meet  me  tonight  to 
hear  about  my  fears,  you  are  going  to  be  dis- 
appointed. If  you  came  out  to  hear  me 
speak  like  I  had  a  martyr  complex  and  no- 


I167 


[607]     Sept.  28 


Public  Papers  of  the  Presidents 


body  loves  me,  you  are  going  to  be  disap- 
pointed, because  I  think  that  we  have  the 
greatest  system  of  government  in  the  world 
and  I  am  proud  of  it.  If  you  came  out  to 
hear  me  talk  about  all  the  things  wrong,  you 
are  going  home  sad,  because  there  are  some 
things  wrong,  but  the  things  that  are  right 
outnumber  them  a  great  deal. 

I  am  for  things,  instead  of  against  them. 
I  know  what  I  am  for.  I  am  for  uniting  my 
country.  I  am  for  a  nation  of  lovers  in- 
stead of  a  nation  of  haters.  I  am  for  a  na- 
tion of  trusters  instead  of  a  nation  of  doubt- 
ers. I  am  not  for  arraying  class  against 
class,  or  region  against  region,  or  religion 
against  religion,  or  color  against  color — be- 
cause we  are  all  Americans. 

I  have  a  dream  and  I  have  a  hope,  and  I 
want  to  see  the  day  come,  and  I  hope  I 
can  speed  it,  when  every  home  can  house  a 
happy  family,  when  every  child  will  have 
a  classroom  open  to  him  and  a  teacher  to 
teach  him  all  he  is  capable  of  learning. 

I  want  a  nation  where  the  businessman  is 
prosperous  and  expanding,  and  taking  on 
new  adventures,  and  where  the  worker  has 
some  leisure  time  and  some  social  security. 
I  am  not  going  to  change  my  position  on 
that,  either.  I  want  a  nation  of  homeowners 
instead  of  home  renters.  I  want  a  pros- 
perous nation,  a  proud  nation,  a  peaceful 
nation. 

When  I  drove  down  the  streets  of  Rome 
just  a  few  months  ago,  a  priest  ran  out  and 
threw  himself  in  front  of  my  car.  And  he 
had  400  little  boys  following  him.  He  said, 
*'We  want  you  to  thank  America — America. 
It  is  the  only  land  in  the  world  where  the 
victors  would  treat  the  vanquished  as  you 
have  treated  us.  You  defeated  us  in  war 
and  then  you  came  to  help  us  rebuild.  Look 
at  that  skyline  and  look  at  those  people 


working,  and  look  at  the  happiness  on  these 
children's  faces.  That  must  make  you  feel 
mighty  good,  that  you  have  that  much 
Christianity  in  your  country." 

It  did  make  me  feel  good.  I  don't  want 
to  overlook  my  own  people,  though.  I  am 
going  to  see  that  the  43  months  of  prosperity 
that  we  have  had  in  this  country  is  con- 
tinued. I  am  going  to  try  to  see  that  the 
peace  that  President  John  Kennedy  fought 
so  valiantly  to  preserve  is  kept. 

You  have  that  great  right  to  change  your 
quarterback.  You  have  had  one  in  now  for 
part  of  the  game.  I  have  been  in  10  months. 
You  can  change  him  in  November  if  you 
want  to,  and  I  won't  fall  out  with  you  if 
you  do. 

But  I  want  you  to  know  the  kind  of  man 
you  are  going  to  get  for  another  4  years  if 
you  don't  change  him.  And  I  want  to  ask 
you  in  advance,  because  I  may  just  have 
some  kind  of  illusion  and  some  kind  of 
dream  about  what  is  going  to  happen  in  ' 
November,  I  want  to  ask  you  in  advance  to 
give  me  your  hand  and  give  me  your  help, 
and  give  me  your  counsel  and  give  me  your 
heart,  and  give  me  your  prayers,  because  the 
37th  President  of  this  country  is  going  to 
need  them  more  than  the  36th. 

We  are  still  going  to  have  problems  to 
solve,  and  they  must  be  solved  together,  not 
as  a  divided  nation,  but  as  a  united  people. 

Thank  you  and  God  bless  you. 

Before  I  leave,  I  want  to  thank  Governor 
King  for  his  hospitality  and  for  his  courtesy. 
I  just  left  a  Republican  Governor  in  an  ad- 
joining State  that  was  mighty  nice  to  me. 
I  am  glad  I  walked  into  the  arms  of  a 
Democratic  Governor.  I  want  to  thank 
your  new  Congressman,  Mr.  Huot,  and  Mr. 
Officer,  who  are  going  to  be  elected,  I  think. 
And  I  want  to  thank  you  for  sending  to 
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Washington  one  of  the  ablest  and  most  re- 
spected Senators  that  I  have  seen  come  in 
the  period  of  time  I  have  been  there,  your 
ov^n  Tom  Mclntyre. 
Thank  you  very  much. 

note:  The  President  spoke  in  the  Grand  Ballroom 
in  the  Carpenter  Motor  Inn  in  Manchester,  N.H., 


at  a  dinner  meeting  o£  the  New  Hampshire  Weekly 
Newspaper  Editors  Association.  In  his  opening 
words  he  referred  to  Norman  Piper,  president  of 
the  Association,  Thomas  J.  Mclntyre,  U.S.  Senator 
from  New  Hampshire,  John  W.  King,  Governor 
of  New  Hampshire,  J.  Oliva  Huot  and  Charles  B. 
Officer,  Democratic  candidates  for  U.S.  Representa- 
tive, and  J.  Murray  Devine,  New  Hampshire  State 
Democratic  Chairman. 


608    Toasts  of  the  President  and  the  Secretary 
General  of  NATO.    September  29,  1964 


Mr,  Secretary  General,  distinguished  guests: 

I  am  very  pleased  today  to  welcome  Sec- 
retary General  Brosio  to  this  house. 

He  has  come  as  the  chief  officer  of  the 
NATO  Alliance  and  as  the  representative 
of  half  a  billion  people  united  in  the  defense 
of  freedom  under  the  North  Adantic  Treaty. 

It  gives  me  pride  and  a  great  amount  of 
pleasure  to  have  the  opportunity  to  have 
assembled  in  this  room  some  of  the  chief 
architects  of  this  great  union  and  some  of 
the  men  v^ho  have  played  such  an  important 
part  in  its  development. 

We  are  particularly  honored  to  have  the 
distinguished  ambassadors  from  the  mem- 
ber countries,  our  own  respected  General 
Norstad  who  served  with  such  distinction, 
our  former  distinguished  Secretary  of  State, 
Mr.  Acheson,  Mr.  Lippmann,  and  others 
who  have  followed  the  development  of  this 
great  organization  through  the  years. 

General  Brosio  comes  here  today  as  our 
friend.  He  has  served  with  great  distinc- 
tion as  Ambassador  of  the  Italian  Republic 
to  this  country.  His  country's  readiness  to 
let  such  a  talented  public  servant  go  to  work 
for  NATO  is  real  evidence  of  the  deep  inter- 
est and  the  very  vital  role  that  his  country, 
Italy,  plays  in  this  great  alliance. 

NATO  owes  much  to  the  distinguished 
line  of  men  who  have  served  in  the  high 
office  of  Secretary  General. 


NATO  is  a  vast  organization,  but  it  is 
also  a  most  intimate  alliance.  In  15  years, 
it  has  grown  impressively  in  confidence,  in 
strength,  and  in  character.  It  is  the  most 
successful  and  the  most  peaceful  alliance 
in  history. 

For  us  in  the  United  States  NATO  is  a 
tested  and  a  recognized  cornerstone  of 
United  States  foreign  policy.  It  has  and 
it  will  continue  to  have  the  strongest  biparti- 
san support  from  the  leaders  of  this 
Government. 

After  15  years  the  Atlantic  area  is  more  se- 
cure than  ever.  Aggression  and  threats  to 
freedom  in  Europe  have  been  turned  back. 

All  our  peoples  can  take  pride  in  what 
we  have  really  achieved. 

But  the  real  task  of  defending  liberty  and 
freedom  is  never  done.  The  security  of  our 
alliance  is  only  assured  so  long  as  we  remain 
determined  and  strong  and  insist  on  pro- 
tecting our  people  and  their  values. 

I  would  have  you  know  again  that  Amer- 
ica's commitment  to  this  alliance  is  real,  firm, 
and  substantial.     It  was  not  given  lightly. 

The  considered  American  decision  in  1949 
to  participate  in  NATO — and  some  of  the 
legislators  like  Senator  Anderson  are  in  this 
room  today  who  participated  in  its  crea- 
tion— represented  a  most  historic  break  with 
isolationism  in  this  country. 

Now  and  in  the  future  this  commitment 
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remains  as  firm  as  facts  and  strength  can 
make  it. 

Allied  defense  is  indivisible.  American 
security  depends  on  the  security  of  the  alli- 
ance as  a  whole,  and  the  alliance  in  turn 
depends  upon  the  strategic  strength  of  the 
United  States.  We  believe  that  all  of  our 
adversaries  understand  this,  and  we  hope 
so  do  the  free  peoples  of  the  alliance. 

As  our  beloved  and  distinguished  Secre- 
tary of  State  has  said  so  many  times,  this 
Nation  does  not  seek  to  dominate  anyone. 
Within  our  alliance,  there  is  room  for  the 
efforts  of  us  all,  and  there  is  room  for  new 
patterns  of  shared  responsibility.  We  are 
ready  and  willing  and  anxious — and  eager — 
to  work  together  with  all  of  our  friends  to 
make  doubly  sure  that  our  strength  will  be 
as  clear  tomorrow  as  it  is  today. 

America  seeks  a  growing  partnership  of 
freedom,  a  partnership  that  is  based  on 
shared  respect  of  reality  and  shared  respon- 
sibility for  effective  defense. 

NATO's  strength  has  increased  by  virtue 
of  the  additional  sacrifices  that  the  Congress 
and  our  own  country  has  made  in  the  field 
of  building  our  own  strength  in  the  last  few 
years  under  the  unique  and  highly  skilled 
leadership  of  our  great  Secretary  of  Defense, 
Mr.  McNamara. 

Mr.  Secretary  General,  we  in  the  United 
States,  all  of  us,  believe  in  NATO  and  that 
is  why  we  have  taken  this  occasion  to  come 
here  today  and  in  our  own  little  way  honor 
NATO  and  honor  your  presence  in  this 
house. 

We  all  know  that  your's  is  a  vital  role  in 
a  very  vital  organization.  We  are  confident 
that  the  affairs  of  this  alliance  have  been 
placed  in  good  hands,  in  your  hands,  and 
while  you  are  Secretary  General  and  as  long 
as  you  are,  we  in  America  look  forward  to 
a  period  of  the  closest  possible  cooperation 
and  support. 


So,  my  distinguished  guests,  I  ask  all  of 
you  to  join  me  in  a  toast  to  Secretary  Gen- 
eral Brosio  who  serves  a  dynamic  alliance 
and  through  it  serves  the  great  cause  in 
which  all  of  us  believe  so  strongly — the 
cause  of  peace,  the  cause  of  freedom,  and 
the  cause  of  justice  for  all  of  the  people 
of  the  world. 

note:  The  President  proposed  the  toast  at  a  luncheon 

in  the  State  Dining  Room   at  the  White  House. 

Secretary    General    Manlio    Brosio    responded    as 

follows: 

Mr.  President,  your  Excellencies,  the  Ambassadors, 

gentlemen: 

I  will  say  only  a  few  words  because  I  am  really 
and  deeply  moved. 

I  am  moved,  Mr.  President,  by  the  honor  you 
have  done  me  today  in  inviting  me  to  this  lunch 
in  the  company  of  such  a  distinguised  group 
of  businessmen  in  the  United  States  and  in  many 
allied  and  friendly  countries. 

I  remember,  Mr.  President,  when  I  saw  you  the 
first  time,  and  then  I  had  the  opportunity  of  meeting 
you  several  times  at  the  Senate  of  the  United  States. 
I  remember  my  first  meeting  with  you  in  your 
office  when  I  called  on  you  as  leader  of  the  majority. 
I  admired  you  then  as  I  admire  you  now. 

I  am  moved  because  I  am  back  here  in  Washing- 
ton where  I  worked  over  6  years  for  my  country 
and  for  the  friendship  between  the  United  States 
and  Italy,  moved  because  around  here  are  so  many 
people  who  cooperated  with  me  then,  assisted  me 
with  their  advice,  with  their  opinions,  with  their 
moral  support. 

Now  I  come  here  in  a  different  capacity.  I  am 
no  more  the  representative  of  one  ally  in  the  NATO 
Alliance  but  I  am  the  servant  of  the  15  countries  of 
the  alliance. 

You  were  so  kind,  Mr.  President,  as  to  use  the 
word  leadership.  Leadership  of  the  alliance  belongs 
to  the  countries  and  especially  to  the  countries  who 
more  deserve  it  by  the  effort  they  contribute  to  its 
strength  and  to  its  moral  power.  I  am  only,  as  I 
said,  a  faithful  servant,  and  I  hope  I  will  always 
be. 

Certainly  I  am  proud  that  an  Italian  has  been 
chosen  for  this  post,  and  I  am  glad  that  a  European 
has  been  chosen  again  for  this  post,  as  it  has  been 
three  other  times. 

I  am  proud  to  follow  such  remarkable  men  as 
Lord  Ismay,  as  Paul-Henri  Spaak,  and  as  Dirk 
Stikker. 

The  North  Atlantic  Alliance  is  essentially  the 
mutual  defense  of  Europe  and  America,  and  it  is 
good  that  a  European  represents  the  alliance  at  this 
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post  of  Secretary  General.  Because  there  is  great 
hope  for  the  alliance,  Mr.  President,  in  the  possi- 
bility that  Europe  through  a  larger  and  larger  and  to 
a  deeper  and  deeper  degree  of  unity  may  contribute 
better  with  more  strength,  with  more  authority  to 
these  alliances  of  ours  which  should  and  will  remain 
as  the  essential  pillar  of  our  freedom  and  of  our 
peace. 

I  am  deeply  conscious  of  this.  The  only  contribu- 
tion I  am  sure  to  bring  to  the  alliance  is  a  part  of 
the  little  experience,  through  the  confidence  of  my 
government,  I  have  gathered  in  different  countries 
in  the  last  18  years.  The  only  contribution  I  am 
really  sure  to  bring  to  the  alliance  is  the  contribu- 
tion of  a  loyalty  without  reserve,  of  a  conviction 
without  limitations,  and  with  an  entire  dedication 
and  a  will  to  give  all  my  energies  to  the 
consolidation,  to  the  continuation,  and  to  the  success 
of  these  alliances. 

I  entirely  share  your  opinion,  Mr.  President,  that 
the  ultimate  goal  of  the  alliance,  apart  from  defense, 
is  peace. 

I  am  profoundly  convinced  that  if  peace  has  been 
preserved  with  freedom  in  Europe  and  in  our  area, 
that  has  been  due  to  the  strength  and  to  the  unity 
of  the  alliance,  and  as  long  as  the  strength  and  the 
unity  will  continue,  we  will  be  safe  and,  today,  if 
something  happened  in  a  different  direction,  we 
would  be  in  danger. 

These  are  the  feelings  which  move  me  today  and 


I  owe  this  visit  to  your  great  country  which  has 
given  such  an  amazing  contribution  with  such  gen- 
erosity, with  such  a  wisdom  to  our  alliance. 

I  am  glad  that  I  am  here  and  I  assure  you,  Mr. 
President,  that  this  day  has  confirmed  my  convic- 
tion that  I  will  always  find  here  full  support  and 
full  comprehension. 

I  am  not  saying  just  the  usual  words  of  compli- 
ment if  I  say  that  my  talks  these  days  with  the  most 
responsible  people  of  the  United  States  Government 
have  been  extremely  frank,  extremely  useful.  And 
we  have  tried  to  get  into  the  main  problems  of  the 
alliance  as  deeply  as  we  could,  with  the  sole  intent 
of  understanding  each  other  and  seeing  generally 
what  should  be  done  and  in  which  direction  we  are 
going  to  move  in  the  future. 

I  believe  that  this  will  be  the  good  direction  and 
that  with  your  help,  Mr.  President,  with  the  help 
of  your  country  we  will  succeed.  We  will  succeed 
in  our  tasks  in  defense  of  peace  and  in  defense  of 
freedom. 

May  I  thank  you,  Mr.  President,  and  may  I  thank 
all  of  the  gentlemen  here  who  have  honored  me  with 
their  presence.  May  I  assure  them  and  assure  you, 
Mr.  President,  that  I  will  leave  this  country  en- 
couraged and  determined  even  more  to  fulfill  my 
duties  unflinchingly  and  to  be  worthy  of  the  great 
honor  which  has  been  done  to  me  and  of  the  great 
confidence  which  has  been  shown  for  me. 

Thank  you  very  much. 


609    Remarks  Upon  Arrival  at  Offutt  Air  Force  Base  in  Omaha. 
September  29,  1964 

[  The  President  was  accompanied  by  Manlio  Brosio,  Secretary  General  of  NATO  ] 


Secretary  General  Brosio,  Governor  Morri- 
son, General  Power,  my  friends  of  Nebraska 
and  of  Offutt  Air  Force  Base: 

The  Secretary  General  and  I  are  delighted 
to  be  here  in  Nebraska,  and  we  particularly 
thank  you  for  this  wonderful  weather  and 
for  this  warm  welcome. 

We  came  here  today  in  the  work  of  the 
great  alliance  for  peace  which  is  NATO. 
The  Secretary  General  has  been  an  old  friend 
of  our  country  and  he  is  a  very  distinguished 
servant  of  his  own  country — Italy. 

Today  he  comes  to  us  as  the  civilian 
spokesman  for  our  alliance  as  a  whole,  and  it 
is  altogether  fitting  that  we  should  come  to- 


gether here  in  Nebraska. 

Mr.  Secretary  General,  you  are  a  son  of 
Italy  and  your  headquarters  are  now  in 
Paris.  More  than  150  years  ago  another  son 
of  Italy,  with  headquarters  in  Paris,  sold 
this  part  of  the  world  to  the  United  States  of 
America. 

Nebraska  has  come  a  long  way  since 
Napoleon  and  Jefferson  made  that  trade. 
You  are  now  in  the  center  of  the  part  of 
America  which  grows  food  for  peace  and 
food  for  free  men.  The  history  of  the  great 
State  of  Nebraska  is  a  history  of  hard  work, 
a  history  of  steady  growth  by  liberty-loving 
men  that  came  here  from  every  part  of 
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Europe,  and  men  of  Nebraska  have  gone 
back  to  Europe  more  than  once  within  our 
lifetime  for  this  same  cause  of  liberty. 

As  we  meet  here  today,  Nebraska  is  the 
headquarters  of  the  military  strength  of 
freedom,  and  that  is  what  you  and  I  have 
come  to  see  together.  I  have,  of  course,  been 
here  before,  and  I  am  confident  of  what  we 
shall  find.    So  let  me  say,  General,  simply. 


as  we  begin  our  visit,  that  this  enormous 
strength   has   only   one  purpose,   and  that 
purpose  is  to  keep  the  peace  for  free  men 
everywhere  in  the  world. 
Thank  you. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  Oflutt  Air  Force  Base, 
Omaha,  Nebr.  In  his  opening  words  he  referred, 
in  addition  to  Secretary  General  Brosio,  to  Frank  B. 
Morrison,  Governor  of  Nebraska,  and  Gen.  Thomas 
S.  Power,  Commander  in  Chief,  Strategic  Air 
Command. 


610    Remarks  Upon  Completing  an  Inspection  of  SAC  Headquarters, 
Oflfutt  Air  Force  Base,  Omaha.    September  29,  1964 


General  Power,  General  LeMay,  ladies  and 
gentlemen: 

The  Secretary  General  and  I  have  now 
completed  almost  2  hours  of  hard  work  with 
this  brilliant  and  dedicated  stafi  of  the  Stra- 
tegic Air  Command.  I  think  that  both  of 
us  have  gained  fresh  understanding  of  the 
intimate  relation  between  the  strategic 
strength  of  the  United  States  and  the  defense 
of  the  North  Atlantic  Alliance.  We  have 
had  presented  in  some  detail  the  military 
facts  and  figures  which  support  the  great  and 
simple  political  reality  that  is  set  forth  in  our 
treaty,  namely  that  the  defense  of  one  is  the 
defense  of  all. 

We  have  learned  again  what  we  already 
knew,  that  the  strength  and  the  skill  of  this 
Command  are  absolutely  vital  to  the  peace 
of  the  Atlantic  world.  We  recognize  that 
the  mission  of  this  Command  is  peace.  And 
we  had  related  to  us  this  afternoon  the  ca- 
pacity, the  numbers,  the  procedures,  the 
overall  plans,  and  the  great  amount  of  think- 
ing that  has  gone  into  accomplishing  that 
mission,  namely  preserving  the  peace. 

This  day  has  thus  brought  new  encourage- 
ment to  me,  and  I  hope  also  to  my  friend, 
the  distinguished  Secretary  General. 


So  we  are  grateful  to  all  of  you  and  to  the 
State  of  Nebraska  for  all  that  we  have  seen. 
We  also  thank  you  for  your  distance  from 
Washington.  On  the  plane  ride  out  and 
back,  Mr.  Brosio  and  I  are  finding  a  chance 
for  some  quiet  conversations  together  con- 
cerning the  future  needs  and  the  future 
hopes  of  our  great  alliance.  The  success  of 
NATO  is  evident  in  every  member  country, 
in  peace  and  prosperity,  and  in  confidence 
in  the  future.  Yet  our  very  success  creates 
new  problems  for  tomorrow. 

The  work  of  freedom  is  really  never  done, 
and  as  we  go  back  to  these  discussions  let 
me  thank  all  of  you  again  for  this  very  profit- 
able afternoon  in  Omaha.  I  have  been  here 
several  times  during  the  13  years  that  Gen- 
eral Power  has  been  connected  with  the  Stra- 
tegic Air  Command,  and  I  have  had  numer- 
ous briefings  from  him  and  from  his  staff. 
I  feel  as  I  believe  most  Americans  do, 
deeply  in  his  debt,  and  the  debt  of  the  dedi- 
cated men  who  serve  with  him,  for  their  love 
of  country  and  for  their  proficiency  to  ac- 
complish the  mission  assigned  them. 

I  want  to  thank  the  members  of  the  fami- 
lies of  the  men  assigned  to  this  Command. 
They  are  called  upon  to  make  many  sacri- 


I172 


Lyndon  B,  Johnson,  ig6^ig64 


Sept.  30    [611] 


fices,  and  just  as  their  men's  mission  is  peace, 
I  guess  they  sacrifice  with  a  smile,  because 
wherever  I  go  and  I  see  the  Strategic  Air 
Force,  I  am  stimulated  and  inspired. 

Since  General  LeMay  is  here  with  us 
today,  all  of  you  really  represent  a  great 
monument  to  his  thinking  and  to  his  plan- 
ning. Now  that  we  realize  the  proof  of  the 
pudding  is  in  the  eating  and  you  have  pre- 
served the  peace  now  for  almost  20  years,  I 
think  you  can  return  to  your  homes  this 
evening  with  a  proper  and  justified  "well 
done"  from  your  Chief. 

Incidentally,  just  to  show  you  that  I 
really  mean  it,  I  added  a  good  deal  to  my 
budget  this  year  by  insisting  on  a  pay  raise 
for  all  of  you. 

Perhaps  my  colleague,  Mr.  Brosio,  would 
have  something  that  he  would  like  to  say 
to  you  now. 

note:  The  President  spoke  following  an  inspection 
with  Manlio  Brosio,  Secretary  General  of  NATO,  of 
SAC  Headquarters  at  Offutt  Air  Force  Base,  Omaha, 
Nebr.  His  opening  words  referred  to  Gen.  Thomas 
S.  Power,  Commander  in  Chief,  Strategic  Air  Com- 
mand, and  Gen.  Curtis  E.  LeMay,  Chief  of  Staff,  De- 
partment of  the  Air  Force. 

The  response  of  Secretary  General  Brosio  follows: 


Than\  you,  Mr.  President;  General  Power,  ladies 
and  gentlemen  of  Omaha: 

I  want  only  to  say  that  I  am  very  happy  to  be 
back  in  Omaha  again.  I  have  been  here  a  few 
years  ago,  that  is  in  1957,  when  General  LeMay 
was  still  Commander  here.  I  am  very  glad  to  be 
back  tonight. 

I  have  seen  new,  interesting  things;  I  have  learned 
a  lot.  But  I  am  above  all  very  deeply  honored  to 
have  had  the  opportunity  of  coming  tonight  on  the 
invitation  and  in  the  company  of  the  President  of 
the  United  States.  This  is  a  thing  I  am  not  going 
to  forget  so  easily. 

I  have  seen  really  the  contribution  to  the  defense 
not  only  of  the  United  States,  but  also  of  Europe  by 
this  central  base  and  Command  of  the  Western 
World  which  is  absolutely  indispensable  and  de- 
cisive. That  convinces  me  and  convinces  all  Euro- 
peans, I  think,  of  the  absolute  necessity  of  continu- 
ing the  close  links  which  tie  us  in  our  essential 
Atlantic  Alliance.  I  also  share  entirely  what  the 
President  of  the  United  States  has  told  you  just  now, 
that  all  this  huge  preparation  which  needs  an  enor- 
mous amount  of  intelligence,  of  skill,  of  patience 
and  of  courage,  is  intended  only  to  defend  peace, 
is  intended  primarily  to  prevent  war.  And  in  these 
15  years  of  life  of  the  Atlantic  Alliance,  thanks  to 
this  preparation,  thanks  to  our  unity  and  solidarity, 
peace  has  been  preserved.  I  am  sure  we  will  be 
able  to  preserve  it  with  the  same  methods  and  with 
the  same  spirit  for  the  fumre  in  the  interest  of  the 
freedom  and  the  welfare  of  the  people  of  the  United 
States  and  Europe. 

Thank  you,  Mr.  President. 


61 1     Remarks  at  a  Meeting  With  Representatives  of 
Veterans  Organizations.     September  30,  1964 


Ladies  and  gentlemen: 

This  house  is  your  house. 

As  you  entered,  no  one  asked  your  politics. 
While  you  are  here,  no  one  will  seek  your 
vote.  You  have  been  invited,  not  as  voters, 
nor  as  veterans,  but  as  Americans.  For, 
whatever  the  season,  the  work  of  our  country 
must  go  on. 

At  this  moment  in  your  country's  life,  our 
success  is  very  great.  Our  system  is  strong. 
Our  ramparts  are  manned.  Our  people  are 
prospering  in  lives  of  peace.  The  promise 
for  America  has  never  been  so  bright. 


That  bright  promise  must  never  be 
dimmed,  either  from  without  or  from  with- 
in.   And  that  is  your  duty,  as  well  as  mine. 

You  have  been  defenders  of  America. 
Today,  you  are  its  leaders.  Your  hands,  as 
well  as  mine,  hold  the  flame. 

Since  1776,  32  million  Americans  have 
been  called  to  bear  arms.  Of  every  ten  who 
have  worn  our  uniform,  seven  are  living 
today.  Our  veterans,  and  their  families, 
represent  40  percent  of  our  American  popu- 
lation now. 

Three  centuries  ago  at  Plymouth  Rock  the 
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Pilgrim  Fathers  ordained  that  those  disabled 
in  the  community's  defense  should  receive 
the  community's  care.  From  that  day  to  this 
we  have  kept  a  special  trust  Vi^ith  those  who 
have  borne  the  battle,  and  their  widows  and 
their  orphans. 

This  year  marks  the  20th  anniversary  o£ 
the  finest  such  program  of  all — the  World 
War  II  GI  bill.  Some  condemned  that 
bill  as  the  work  of  a  welfare  state.  But  we 
honor  it  today  as  a  pride  of  our  free  land. 
The  educations  that  GI  bill  provided,  the 
homes  it  built,  the  new  starts  it  gave  have  all 
increased  America's  strength. 

No  man  could  serve  here  without  being 
grateful  to  you  and  your  organizations  for 
your  constructive  support  of  our  veterans 
programs.  I  am  sure  you  will  agree  with 
me,  we  can  all  be  grateful  together  for  the 
service  being  provided  by  Administrator 
Gleason  and  the  Veterans  Administration. 

But  I  have  not  asked  you  here  to  discuss 
these  concerns.  Our  first  duty  to  the  21 
million  veterans  living  now,  and  the  i  mil- 
lion who  have  died  in  our  wars,  is  to  keep 
America  strong  and  to  keep  America  at 
peace. 

I  am  proud  to  be  able  to  say  to  you  that  in 
all  the  history  of  man,  no  nation  has  ever 
been  so  strong  in  arms  as  your  Nation  today. 

The  hour  of  peril  for  freedom  has  not 
passed.  It  will  not  pass  in  your  lifetime 
or  mine.  In  days  to  come  the  dangers  will 
be  grave,  and  those  dangers  may  multiply. 
Our  duty  is  to  be  prepared — and  we  are  pre- 
pared today. 

For  a  world  of  infinite  threats,  we  are 
prepared  for  flexible  response. 

America  has  muscle,  but  we  are  not 
muscle-bound. 

Your  Nation  has: 

— 1,100  long-range  bombers,  500  always 
in  the  air  or  on  15-minute  alert. 


— 800  intercontinental  missiles,  sheltered 
underground,  ready  to  fire  in  minutes. 

— 16  nuclear  submarines  with  256  Polaris 
missiles,  sheltered  underseas,  ready  to  fire 
in  minutes. 

— Around  the  world,  we  have  a  variety  of 
tactical  nuclear  weapons  ready,  should  the 
Commander  in  Chief  authorize  their  use. 

No  other  nation  has  more  than  a  fraction 
of  this  force. 

Our  aim  is  to  defend  freedom  with  the 
most  rational  and  appropriate  force.  Let 
no  one  doubt  that  we  would  use  our  full 
force  if  necessary.  But  let  no  one  think  that 
this  is  all  the  force  we  have  and  that  we  are 
strait]  acketed  in  it. 

Nuclear  arms  alone  are  not  enough. 

The  most  significant  advances  of  our  de- 
fense in  the  past  4  years  have  been  those 
made  to  give  us  selective  power  to  respond 
to  different  threats — on  land,  in  the  jungles, 
on  the  sea,  and  in  the  air. 

Our  Army  has  grown  from  11  divisions 
to  16. 

Special  forces  to  help  other  nations  main- 
tain their  freedom  have  increased  by  800 
percent. 

The  Marines  are  stronger  by  15,000  men. 

Our  tactical  air  forces  have  79  fighter 
squadrons  rather  than  55. 

Our  Navy — already  the  greatest  in  the 
world — has  been  increased  in  both  strength 
and  readiness. 

Our  preparedness  has  only  one  purpose. 
That  purpose  is  peace — peace  for  ourselves, 
peace  for  the  world.  Since  last  November, 
I  have  lived  every  waking  hour  mindful 
that  a  nuclear  war  would  mean  in  i  hour 
an  American  death  toll  equal  to  300  World 
War  II's.  For  your  children  and  mine,  too 
much  is  at  stake  for  the  passions  of  partisan- 
ship to  divert  America  from  the  pursuit  of 
peace. 
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We  have  peace.    We  must  keep  it. 

But  let  none  misunderstand  us  or  mis- 
represent us.  The  American  people  are  in 
this  peace  to  win  it  for  freedom,  for  justice, 
and  for  the  dignity  of  man. 

If  victory  is  to  be  ours,  v^e  shall  need  more 
than  the  strength  of  arms  alone;  w^e  shall 
need  the  strength  of  our  heads,  our  hearts, 
and  the  finest  values  of  our  homes. 

What  America  is  to  be  vj\\\  not  be  decided 
in  this  house,  or  on  the  Hill  where  Congress 
meets.  America's  fate  rests  with  you,  and 
leaders  like  you,  all  across  this  shining  land. 
That  is  why  I  ask  you  here. 

Liberty  is  precious.  Peace  is  our  prize. 
But  our  unity  is  priceless  beyond  compare. 
America's  leaders  at  every  level  must  work 
every  day  to  preserve  and  perfect  the  unity 
of  our  society. 

We  stand  against  communism,  we  stand 
for  freedom,  only  when  we  stand  together 
as  one  nation  and  one  people.  America 
knows  no  higher  patriotism  than  the  works 
of  unity  and  no  more  sinister  subversion 
than  the  works  of  division. 

At  this  hour,  the  generation  of  your 
brothers  and  sons  walks  the  ramparts  of 
freedom  from  the  Bering  Straits  to  the 
Brandenburg  Gate.  But  there  are  vigils  you 
and  I  must  forever  keep  in  the  streets  of 
home. 

It  is  important  that  men  in  other  lands 
understand  America.  It  is  always  of  first 
importance  that  all  in  our  own  land  under- 


stand America,  too.  Wherever  we  live,  re- 
sponsible men  and  women  must  go  to  the 
heart  of  the  challenge,  for  there  the  decision 
lies. 

As  individuals  and  through  our  organiza- 
tions, we  must  work  in  our  streets  and  in 
our  slums,  among  our  young  and  among  our 
poor.  There  is  work  for  us  to  do  in  all  the 
places  bypassed  by  our  prosperity,  in  all  the 
corners  untouched  by  our  compassion. 

Our  society  was  built  on  respect  for  law 
and  order  and  we  mean  to  maintain  that. 
But  our  society  was  built  also  on  respect  for 
rights  and  dignity  and  we  mean  to 
strengthen  them. 

The  kind  of  nation  we  are  to  have  to- 
morrow will  be  the  sum  of  the  kind  of  com- 
munities we  build  today.  The  quality  of 
our  communities  will  not  be  determined  by 
the  work  of  remote  governments  but  by  the 
work  of  responsible  citizens  who  live  there. 

This  is  the  challenge  to  all  who  are  looked 
to  as  leaders.  This  is  the  duty  to  which  your 
country  calls  each  of  you  today. 

I  know  your  President  will  always  have 
your  prayers,  whoever  he  may  be. 

I  want  you  to  know  that  this  President 
wants  your  help,  welcomes  your  strength, 
and  seeks  to  work  with  you  in  all  that  will 
unify  this  blessed  land. 

note:  The  President  spoke  in  the  late  afternoon  in 
the  East  Room  at  the  White  House. 

As  printed,  this  item  follows  the  prepared  text 
released  by  the  White  House. 


612    Remarks  to  the  Faculty  and  Students  of  Johns  Hopkins 
University.     October  i,  1964 


My    fellow    Americans,    Dr,    Eisenhower, 
members  of  the  faculty,  student  body: 

I  am  delighted  to  have  had  this  invitation 
and  I  am  so  happy  that  circumstances  al- 
lowed me  to  be  here  this  morning. 


I  have  known  your  distinguished  presi- 
dent for  many  years,  since  I  was  a  young 
man,  as  he  said.  I  am  indebted  to  him  for 
many  things,  for  this  invitation,  for  his  wise 
counsel  through  the  years,  for  his  willingness 
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to  always  serve  his  country  and  for  this 
laudatory  introduction. 

I  might  say  it  seems  to  me  it  is  one  of  the 
best  introductions  I  ever  had,  probably  the 
best  introduction  I  ever  had  except  upon  one 
other  occasion  when  I  was  speaking  down 
in  the  hills  of  Tennessee  and  the  Governor 
was  supposed  to  introduce  me.  He  did  not 
get  there  and  I  had  to  introduce  myself. 

This  is  my  second  visit  this  week  to  a 
great  university.  Just  a  few  days  ago  I  was 
up  at  Brown  in  Rhode  Island. 

I  regard  it  as  wise  for  the  flame  of  learn- 
ing to  be  applied  occasionally  to  the  seats 
of  power. 

There  is  no  spirit  of  partisanship  in  what 
I  am  going  to  say  to  you  today.  Because  I 
have  come  over  here  this  morning  to  talk 
to  you  about  the  goals  of  our  country  and 
what  Americans  should  do  about  them. 

Americans  today  are  no  longer  willing  to 
setde  for  the  average.  This  generation  is 
committed  to  strive  for  the  best.  On  our 
campuses — and  in  all  our  country — there  is 
a  determination  to  seek  and  to  reach  for  and 
to  obtain  the  goals  of  excellence. 

As  we  raise  our  sights  toward  the  goals  of 
excellence  in  private  affairs,  we  should  and 
we  just  simply  must  do  the  same  in  public 
affairs. 

The  goals  of  our  public  life  must  be  the 
highest  goals  of  our  national  life. 

We  must  seek  excellence  from  our  Govern- 
ment at  every  level. 

We  must  demand  excellence  from  our 
politics. 

My  life  work  has  been  public  service. 
Whatever  trust  has  come  to  me,  I  have  tried 
to  do  my  best.  For  I  believe  with  the  ancient 
Greeks  that  the  end  of  politics  must  be  the 
good  of  man. 

If  our  American  politics  is  to  serve  the 
good  of  man,  I  believe  that  the  performance 
of  American  Government  can  and  must  be 


improved — and  the  standards  of  American 
politics  can  and  must  be  raised  and  elevated. 

This  age  of  knowledge  deserves,  and  de- 
mands, the  politics  of  understanding. 

Instinct  and  intuition  are  not  enough  to 
rely  upon  in  directing  our  national  destiny. 
Intellect  must  be  respected — intelligence 
must  be  trusted.  In  public  affairs,  the  aver- 
age performance  and  the  average  performer 
simply  are  no  longer  good  enough  for  our 
country. 

This  age  of  reason  deserves,  and  demands, 
the  politics  of  restraint. 

There  are  many  moments  in  our  national 
life  when  the  leaders  of  your  country  and 
their  followers  are  given  the  opportunity 
to  discard  prudence  and  restraint. 

I  have  been  in  this  office  only  lo  months. 
Early  in  my  tenure  a  bearded  gentleman, 
Mr.  Castro,  cut  off  our  water  supply  at  one 
of  our  great  defense  bases — Guantanamo. 
There  was  great  provocation  and  our  people 
were  properly  and  duly  alarmed.  Cries  went 
up  from  every  corner  of  the  land  with  many 
suggested  remedies.  Some  proposed  an  in- 
vasion. Others  suggested  sending  the 
Marines  in.  There  were  some  who  would 
have  treated  it  quite  lightly. 

But  after  adequate  deliberation,  after  rea- 
soning with  all  of  the  trained  minds  who 
had  been  equipped  to  cope  with  problems 
of  this  kind,  we  decided  that  it  was  the  better 
part  of  wisdom  to  send  one  admiral  in  to  cut 
the  water  off  rather  than  to  send  a  battalion 
of  Marines  in  to  turn  it  on. 

We  determined  to  make  that  base  self- 
sufficient  and  today  we  manufacture  and 
furnish  our  own  water  there.  We  released 
almost  2,000  employees  and  said  to  Mr. 
Castro  that  "if  we  cannot  depend  on  our 
contracts  for  the  water  supply,  we  cannot 
depend  on  our  contract  for  the  employees, 
so  we  will  send  our  own  people  to  man  our 
own  base.'* 
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The  other  day  our  ships  were  fired  upon 
in  the  Gulf  of  Tonkin.  Acting  upon  orders, 
they  defended  themselves  and  destroyed  the 
enemy  to  the  extent  that  it  was  possible  very 
promptly. 

Forthwith  we  considered  what  judgments 
we  should  make  and  what  actions  should 
follow.  And  after  due  consideration,  with 
full  reports  from  all  involved,  we  selected 
the  nest  that  harbored  these  boats,  eliminated 
the  areas  that  involved  huge  civilian  popu- 
lations, and  made  prompt  and  adequate 
response,  destroying  substantially  that  PT 
fleet  and  the  nest  that  had  harbored  them. 

So,  I  use  these  illustrations  to  show  you 
that  it  could  have  been  easy  in  one  wave  to 
wipe  out  women  and  children  and  to  drop 
bombs  on  North  Viet-Nam  and  on  China 
because  these  nests  were  located  within  35 
miles  of  the  Chinese  border. 

But  government  must  be  restrained  in  the 
pursuit  as  well  as  the  use  of  power  itself. 
And  government  must  be  moderate  in  the 
belief  of  its  own  infallibility. 

This  age  of  hope  deserves — and  I  think 
demands — ^the  politics  of  vision. 

We  are  possessed  of  great  power  in 
America — power  to  destroy  all  human  life 
or  to  make  human  life  sublime.  Our  poli- 
tics must  serve  our  faith  rather  than  foster- 
ing our  fears. 

We  have  in  our  power  at  this  moment  the 
ability  to  destroy  300  times  as  many  human 
lives  as  were  lost  in  the  entire  many  years 
of  World  War  II. 

So  the  purpose  of  our  politics  must  be  to 
make  man's  extinction  improbable,  and 
man's  fulfillment  inevitable. 

There  are  those  who  talk  about  the  power 
of  the  Presidency,  and  the  Presidency  has 
great  and  awesome  responsibilities. 

No  man  can  serve  in  that  office  or  be 
familiar    with    its    responsibilities    without 


being  conscious  of  his  obligation  to  all 
humankind. 

I  sat  through  37  conferences  involving  the 
Cuban  missile  crisis — beginning  when  the 
sun  came  up  in  the  morning  and  frequently 
lasting  into  the  daylight  hours  of  the  next 
day.  While  there  were  frightening  and 
dreadful  moments,  I  think  I  can  truthfully 
report  to  you  that  I  was  never  prouder  of  the 
President  or  the  Presidency,  because  the 
coolest  man  at  that  table  was  the  then  Com- 
mander in  Chief  of  the  American  Forces, 
John  Fitzgerald  Kennedy. 

When  I  kissed  my  wife  and  daughters 
goodby  in  the  morning  I  never  really  knew 
whether  I  would  see  them  that  night  or  not. 

So  I  tell  you  that  to  point  up  the  fact  that 
this  age  of  peril  deserves  and  demands  the 
politics  of  unity. 

Sitting  around  that  table  was  a  distin- 
guished Secretary  of  State,  a  Democrat  from 
Georgia.  Across,  next  to  the  President  on 
the  other  side,  was  a  distinguished  Secretary 
of  Defense,  a  Republican  from  Michigan. 
At  the  end  of  the  table  was  the  distinguished 
Director  of  the  Central  Intelligence  Agency, 
Mr.  John  McCone,  a  Republican  from 
California. 

There  were  the  Chairman  of  the  Joint 
Chiefs  of  Staff,  the  heads  of  the  Army, 
Navy,  and  the  Air  Force  of  this  country, 
and  the  long  list  of  dedicated  career  servants 
of  the  State  Department  and  the  Defense 
Department. 

You  couldn't  tell  from  anyone's  comment 
what  their  religion  was  or  what  their  party 
was,  and  you  could  not  even  observe  from 
their  accent  where  they  came  from.  Be- 
cause the  essence  of  our  American  system, 
the  very  foundation  on  which  we  stand,  is 
unity — not  the  unity  of  States  alone  but  the 
much  greater  unity  of  all  of  our  people. 

The  guiding  genius  of  democracy  has 
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been  our  great  ability  in  times  of  crisis  and 
peril  for  all  Americans  to  unite.  Our  poli- 
tics— and  our  politicians — must  constantly 
seek  to  widen  our  common  agreement,  and 
not  to  inflame  our  mutual  mistrusts. 

Of  course,  these  goals  are  high  but  the 
attainment  of  them  is  not  hopeless. 

Our  modern  means  of  communications 
have  opened  up  a  new  era  of  our  democracy. 
The  promise  is  great  and  we  must  fulfill  it. 
Our  public  affairs  must  be  pursued  not  as 
the  source  of  passing  public  entertainment 
but  as  the  servant  of  lasting  public  enlight- 
enment. 

Our  politics,  and  the  performance  of  the 
public  realm,  should  have,  and  must  have, 
only  one  purpose  and  that  purpose  is  to  ele- 
vate our  national  life,  not  to  exhaust  it. 

I  hope  you  agree  with  me  that  Americans' 
goals  of  excellence  need  not,  and  must  not, 
end  at  the  water's  edge.  For  it  is  in  the 
realm  of  our  relations  with  other  nations  that 
we  have  proved  already  the  capacity  of  our 
system  for  excellence. 

Over  the  lifetime  of  the  youngest  here 
today,  men  and  nations  of  the  North 
Atlantic  have  done  together  what  none  have 
ever  done  before. 

We  have  formed  together — across  the 
sea — ^an  alliance  of  purpose  between  the 
strongest  associations  of  free  men  in  all  the 
world. 

America's  part  in  this  achievement  has 
been  possible  because  no  mean  spirit  was 
ever  permitted  to  override  the  noble  spirit  of 
unity  and  of  united  purpose. 

President  Truman,  as  Commander  in 
Chief  and  leader  of  this  Nation,  had  the 
strength  of  a  towering  Republican  Senator 
standing  by  his  side,  Arthur  Vandenberg  of 
Michigan. 

President  Kennedy  had  the  support  of 
Henry  Cabot  Lodge.  When  the  Nation 
was  led  by  President  Dwight  David  Eisen- 


hower, he  had  the  support — and  not  the 
opposition — of  the  Democratic  Party  in  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States. 

I  trust  I  may  be  pardoned  by  the  president 
of  this  great  university  and  the  student  body 
for  this  personal  reference,  but  after  the 
election  of  1952,  there  had  been  kind  of  a 
hurricane  across  the  country — and  a  great 
leader  and  a  popular  hero  had  dismantled 
the  Democratic  Party.  I  was  selected  for 
some  reason  or  other  to  try  to  pick  up  the 
pieces  and  to  try  to  pull  together  the  loyal 
opposition, 

A  great  party  leader  who  belonged  to 
the  other  party,  the  then  majority  party — 
and  he  was  then  the  majority  leader — Mr. 
Taft,  had  enunciated  his  viewpoint  of  the 
responsibilities  of  the  opposition  party,  be- 
cause he  had  been  the  leader  of  the  opposi- 
tion in  the  Congress  for  a  good  many  years. 

He  said,  "It  is  the  duty  of  the  opposition 
to  oppose,"  meaning  that  it  was  the  respon- 
sibility of  the  loyal  opposition  to  point  out 
the  imperfections  and  the  weaknesses  and  to 
attempt  to  prevail  over  the  majority. 

When  I  became  leader  that  morning  in 
the  Senate  caucus  room,  I  said  to  my  col- 
leagues, "I  reject  that  philosophy  and  that 
doctrine  in  toto.  I  do  not  believe  it  is  the 
duty  of  the  opposition  to  oppose.  I  con- 
ceive it  to  be  my  responsibility  as  the  leader 
of  the  loyal  opposition  to  support  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  every  single  time 
I  can  in  good  conscience — and  I  am  going  to 
resolve  any  doubts  in  behalf  of  the  chosen 
leader  of  this  country." 

Well,  as  an  illustration  of  what  happened, 
I  served  as  Democratic  leader  for  8  years. 
I  frequently  found  myself  on  the  front  row 
defending  the  foreign  policy  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  and  the  minority  leader 
on  the  back  row  opposing  the  President  of 
the  United  States. 

As  an  illustration,  during  the  year  i960, 


1 178 


Lyndon  B.  Johnson,  ig6^j^4 


Oct. 


[612] 


the  Democratic  leaders  supported  the  Re- 
publican President  96  percent  of  the  time 
by  record  roll  call.  The  present  Republi- 
can leader  of  the  Republican  Party  supported 
the  President  24  percent  of  the  time. 

But  I  believe  that  I  speak  for  you  when  I 
say  that  we  believe  in  parties  and  we  have 
allegiance  to  them  and  their  principles,  but 
we  believe  in  our  country  first.  As  I  said  one 
time,  in  describing  my  own  political  philos- 
ophy, "I  am  proud  to  be  a  free  man  first  and 
an  American  second,  a  public  servant  third, 
and  a  Democrat  fourth,  in  that  order." 

I  have  found  that  it  gives  me  a  clear  con- 
science, it  gives  me  greater  satisfaction,  and 
it  has  met  with  a  reasonable  modicum  of 
success  to  do  what  you  think  is  best  for  your 
country — and  your  country  will  do  what  is 
best  for  you. 

So  the  truth  is  clear.  Excellence  is  far  too 
precious  in  our  society  to  exclude  it  from 
our  national  endeavors  on  the  basis  of  party 
alone. 

In  the  North  Atlantic  and  in  Latin  Amer- 
ica and  around  the  world,  our  Nation  is 
going  to  continue  to  need  the  excellence  that 
can  be  contributed  by  men  of  talent  and 
patriotism  and  experience  regardless  of  their 
political  affiliation — men  like  your  own  great 
president,  Milton  Eisenhower.  America 
must  not  deny  to  its  armies  or  its  armadas 
its  greatest  talents  because  of  their  region, 
their  religion,  or  their  party — and  they  must 
never  be  denied  service  to  their  country 
because  of  the  standards  of  small  partisan- 
ship. 

When  we  line  them  up  at  the  reception 
centers  to  fit  them  for  their  uniforms,  we 
don't  say,  "What  is  your  church?  What  is 
your  political  ajBSliation?  What  section  of 
the  country  do  you  live  in  and  who  was  your 
grandpa?"  We  say,  "Give  him  size  42." 
And  as  we  go  on  to  that  battlefield  and  over 
the  top  or  onto  the  clifl  or  under  the  sea  or 


in  the  air,  we  judge  him  only  by  his  capacity 
and  his  patriotism  and  his  dedication  to  his 
country. 

As  I  speak  to  you  this  morning  let  me  say 
this  to  you:  The  day  before  yesterday  I  met 
with  the  new  Secretary  General  of  the  North 
Atlantic  Treaty  Organization,  a  great  citizen 
of  Italy.  We  talked  about  our  Atlantic  part- 
nership, the  15  great  nations  that  make  up 
that  partnership.  We  talked  about  its  re- 
markable achievements.  We  talked  about 
its  unlimited  promise.  We  talked  about  our 
own  preparation  and  our  own  strength. 

It  gave  me  great  pride  to  fly  out  to  the 
Strategic  Air  Command  at  Omaha,  Nebr., 
and  let  him  see  with  his  own  eyes  how  we, 
by  a  pressing  of  a  button — in  a  flash  of  a 
second — could  notify  our  men  around  the 
world  and  could  get  immediate  response. 

So  we  planned  parts  of  the  future.  We 
talked  about  the  opportunity  to  advance  and 
to  promote  mankind.  This  is  work  that 
just  must  go  on.  For  our  Adantic  partner- 
ship is  coming  to  a  new  and  to  a  much 
greater  time. 

We  must  mobilize  the  vast  strength  of  our 
communities  to  defend  freedom,  not  only  in 
Europe  but  to  defend  freedom  wherever  it 
is  attacked. 

We  must  never  forget  for  a  moment  that 
we  are  one  of  the  youngest  nations  in  all  the 
world  with  one  of  the  oldest  governments 
in  existence.  We  must  never  forget  how 
much  our  ancestors  that  came  ahead  of  us 
prized  freedom — how  much  we  sought  it 
for  ourselves  and  how  much  we  appreciated 
those  who  contributed  to  our  achieving  it. 
Remembering  that,  we  must  always  be  will- 
ing to  take  our  position  and  stand  up  and 
be  counted  when  there  is  a  choice  between 
freedom  and  slavery. 

So  we  must  together  continue  to  meet  the 
vast  challenge  of  the  underdeveloped  world. 
We  are  the  world's  great  arsenal  of  industry 
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and  ideas  and  we  just  cannot  allow  a  sepa- 
ration between  rich  nations  and  poor  na- 
tions— or  white  nations  and  colored  nations. 

Finally,  we  must  bring  the  countries  of 
Eastern  Europe  much  closer  to  the  Western 
Community.  This  we  can  do  and  this  we 
are  doing  by  building  bridges  to  these  peo- 
ple— bridges  of  help,  of  counsel,  of  leader- 
ship, of  trade,  of  ideas,  of  visitors,  and  of 
humanitarian  aid. 

Our  great  American  hero.  General  George 
Catlett  Marshall,  recognized — and  we  firmly 
believe — that  permanent  peace  requires 
European  civilization  to  develop  within  its 
historic  boundaries.  This  is  our  aim,  and 
this  is  the  real  road  to  freedom  for  those  who 
live  today  behind  the  Iron  Curtain. 

In  the  times  ahead,  our  political  commu- 
nity must  not  merely  speak  of  excellence  in 
other  sectors.  It  must  offer  examples  of 
excellence  from  within  itself. 

I  believe  that  example  should  begin  in  our 
work  within  the  alliance  on  which  the  hopes 
for  freedom  stand. 

You  have  many  hopes.  You  have  many 
dreams.  You  have  great  vision.  You  have 
ambitions.  But  the  most  important  thing 
in  your  thoughts  today  should  be  the  most 
important  subject  in  the  world  to  all  peoples 
of  more  than  120  nations. 

And  what  is  that  most  important  of  all 
things  in  this  nuclear  age?  That  most  im- 
portant thing  is  our  relations  with  other 
nations,  our  ability  to  exist  and  to  survive 
and  to  get  along  and  reason  together. 
That  most  important  thing,  in  short,  is  a 
5-letter  word — peace — "peace  on  earth,  good 
will  toward  men." 

Your  Nation  must  always  be  prepared  to 
have  its  leader  go  anywhere,  talk  to  anyone, 
make  any  plan  that  can  honorably  be  made 
to  achieve  understanding.  The  day  and  the 
time  and  the  era  for  government  by  ulti- 
matum was  yesterday  and  is  gone  forever. 


We  cannot  pride  ourselves  on  a  period 
when  outlaws  roam  the  range  and  a  man's 
chief  claim  to  fame  is  his  ability  to  destroy 
his  fellow  man  and  his  willingness  to  follow 
that  pursuit. 

No,  we  had  better  get  back  to  the  Good 
Book  and  "love  thy  neighbor  as  thyself." 
We  had  better  go  back  to  the  old  Golden 
Rule  and  "do  unto  others  as  you  would  have 
them  do  unto  you." 

There  are  moments  when  we  become  dis- 
couraged, and  some  become  hysterical,  and 
we  feel,  what  is  the  use?  But  if  we  apply 
a  little  patience,  if  we  put  ourselves  in  the 
other  fellow's  position,  if  we  assume  what 
we  would  think  if  we  were  in  his  place  and 
if  he  were  in  our's,  somehow,  someway  good 
American  judgment  will  prevail  and  we 
may  be  able  to  avert  and  avoid  catastrophic 
consequences. 

I  was  extremely  irritated  one  time  by  a 
man  who  saw  things  differently  and  had  a 
different  philosophy.  After  negotiating 
with  him  for  3  days,  my  impulsiveness — 
that  is  a  word  I  don't  use  very  often  these 
days — got  the  best  of  me  and  I  finally  said 
to  him  somewhat  with  anger  in  my  voice, 
that  "so  far  as  I  am  concerned,  I  have  tried 
to  work  out  an  understanding  agreement 
with  you  and  you  won't  do  anything.  You 
just  sit  there  looking  like  a  Methodist 
deacon  and  won't  agree  to  anything.  As 
far  as  I  am  concerned  you  can  take  a  run- 
ning jump  and  go  to  .  .  .  ." 

I  got  great  applause  from  my  audience. 
All  approved  what  I  said  except  one  old  man 
who  was  a  general  counsel,  a  lawyer  for  my 
group  of  rural  electric  cooperatives.  I 
walked  over  and  asked  his  judgment  on  how 
he  liked  my  speech.  He  said,  "Come  into 
my  oflSce.  I  would  like  to  talk  to  you."  I 
said,  "Oh,  oh!" 

I  went  in  and  he  said,  "You  are  a  young 
man  and  you  are  going  to  get  a  good  deal 
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more  experience  as  you  go  through  Ufe. 
But,"  he  said,  "you  want  my  judgment  and 
I  will  give  it  to  you.  The  first  thing  you 
ought  to  learn  is  that  to  tell  a  man  to  go 
to  hell  and  to  make  him  go  are  two  different 
propositions." 

So  we  just  can't  mash  a  button  and  tell 
them  all  to  go  there,  because  they  don't  want 
to  go.  It  is  hot  down  there.  They  enjoy  it 
here.  They  have  their  own  views  of  re- 
ligion, region,  philosophy,  and  so  forth. 

Now,  most  of  the  troubles  which  are  on 
my  desk — ^you  hear  them  referred  to  as  a 
crisis  a  week.  That  is  a  most  generous  esti- 
mate; it's  much  worse  than  that.  It's  a 
crisis  an  hour. 

I  don't  know  what  has  happened  since  I 
have  been  on  this  platform  but  I  will  have 
more  problems  when  I  get  back  than  I  had 
when  I  left,  I  can  assure  you  of  that.  Most 
of  them  come  as  a  result  of  ancient  disagree- 
ments between  lands  with  which  we  have 
had  nothing  to  do.  It  may  be  the  Greeks 
and  the  Turks  in  Cyprus.  It  may  be  some 
folks  on  the  continent  of  Africa.  It  may  be 
many  problems  out  in  Asia. 

Last  night  I  read  a  letter  written  10  years 
ago  by  President  Eisenhower  to  the  Presi- 
dent of  Viet-Nam  in  which  he  said,  "If  you 
want  to  help  yourself,  we  will  give  you 
advice  and  support."  And  we  are  still  giv- 
ing them  advice  and  support.  Sometimes 
some  of  our  folks  think  it  is  not  enough, 
sometimes  they  think  it  is  not  good,  some- 
times the  results  are  not  satisfying.  But  for 
10  long  years  we  have  been  trying  to  help 
those  people  help  themselves,  and  while  we 
have  not  achieved  total  victory,  it  is  pretty 
difficult  to  get  everything  you  want  when 
you  want  it. 

We  have  had  laudable  purposes.  We 
have  had  the  highest  motives.  We  have 
done  our  best  and  there  is  not  a  person  in 
this  country  of  either  party  who  wouldn't 


like  to  see  a  satisfactory  solution  of  that 
Asian  difficulty. 

So,  we  must  realize  that  as  leaders  of  the 
world,  as  people  who  have  more  to  eat  and 
more  to  wear,  better  homes  to  live  in,  finer 
cars  to  drive,  more  of  the  luxuries,  the  high- 
est standard  of  living  of  any  people  in  all 
the  world — ^we  make  more  in  a  week  than 
most  people  in  other  nations  make  in  a 
year — those  responsibilities  also  carry  obli- 
gations, because  the  human  beings  of  the 
world  are  not  going  to  always  endure  the 
lot  that  is  theirs  today. 

The  ancient  enemies  of  mankind — disease, 
intolerance,  illiteracy,  and  ignorance — are 
not  always  going  to  prevail.  There  is  going 
to  be  a  revolution.  There  is  going  to  be  a 
rising  up  and  a  throwing  off  of  these  chains 
and,  as  a  great  leader  once  said,  "We  must 
constantly  remember  that  we  only  have  190 
million  people  of  the  3  billion  in  the  world, 
and  half  of  those  people  have  incomes  of 
less  than  $20  a  month.  If  a  peaceful  im- 
provement is  not  possible,  if  a  peaceful 
revolution  is  not  possible,  a  violent  adjust- 
ment is  inevitable." 

I  talked  to  a  friend  of  mine  the  other  day. 
The  last  country  that  we  lost  to  communism 
was  Cuba  in  1959.  Now,  for  a  period  of 
almost  6  years,  we  have  resisted  on  many 
fronts  with,  I  think,  considerable  success. 
So  we  do  not  all  need  to  have  a  martyr 
complex  and  be  apologizing  for  the  woes  of 
Uncle  Sam  and  all  of  his  failures. 

A  friend  of  mine  came  in  and  talked  to 
me  about  the  great  ranch  that  he  owned. 
He  is  a  friend  of  Dr.  Eisenhower's.  He  is 
the  head  of  the  King  Ranch  in  Texas.  His 
name  is  Bob  Kleberg.  His  brother  brought 
me  to  Washington  as  a  congressional  secre- 
tary in  193 1,  in  Mr.  Hoover's  administration. 
He  was  talking  to  me  about  this  big  ranch 
that  he  once  owned  in  Cuba. 

You  are  going  to  hear  a  lot  of  stories  of  that 
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kind  over  the  world  unless  we  realize  that 
these  ancient  enemies  of  mankind  are  not 
going  to  prevail  in  the  world. 

People  are  going  to  have  food  for  their  chil- 
dren and  clothes  for  their  backs,  a  roof  over 
their  heads,  and  an  education  for  their  souls. 

We  must  in  someway,  somehow  lead  the 
way,  and  with  your  help  we  shall. 

Now,  I  did  not  come  here  today  to  ask 
you  your  religion,  or  to  ask  you  how  you  spell 
your  name,  or  to  ask  you  what  region  you 
live  in,  or  where  your  ancestors  came  from. 
I  thought  we  settled  most  all  of  those  things 
in  our  Bill  of  Rights. 

I  did  not  come  to  ask  your  vote — although 
candor  and  frankness  would  compel  me  to 
say  that  I  am  not  totally  uninterested  in 
what  is  going  to  happen  in  November. 

I  came  here  for  one  purpose  and  that  was 
to  say  to  you,  come  what  may,  if  the  good 
Lord  is  willing,  I  am  going  to  be  your  Presi- 
dent until  January  20th  at  least. 

I  was  confronted  with  a  situation  10 
months  ago  in  a  matter  of  moments  when  I 
had  to  act  and  I  had  to  stand  up  and  be 
counted  and  go  ahead.  I  couldn't  run  under 
the  table.  I  did  the  very  best  I  could  with  the 
talents  that  the  good  Lord  gave  me  and 
with  the  limited  experience  and  training  I 
had. 

I  don't  believe  I  have  ever  met  a  man  in 
public  life  that  campaigned  on  a  platform 
of  doing  what  is  wrong.  They  all  try  to  do 
what  is  right.  Sometimes  they  don't  know 
what  is  right  and  they  make  mistakes,  but 
I  have  tried  my  dead  level  best,  and  I  think 
there  has  never  been  a  period  of  history  in 
the  200  years  of  our  existence,  almost,  when 
the  people  have  done  more  to  try  to  hold  up 
and  prop  up  and  help  their  President  than 
you  have.  If  I  am  weak  and  if  I  falter,  and 
if  I  fall  and  stumble,  you  are  weak  and  you 
falter,  and  America  stumbles. 

So,  from  Independence,  the  next  morn- 


ing, came  Harry  Truman.  From  Gettys- 
burg came  Dwight  Eisenhower.  From  New 
York  came  Bob  Anderson,  the  former  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury.  From  way  across  the 
West  came  leaders  of  Republican  and 
Democratic  administrations. 

The  president's  brother  sat  down — a  Gen- 
eral of  the  Armies — ^President  of  the  United 
States — and  took  a  lead  pencil  and  a  yellow 
tablet,  without  even  a  stenographer,  and 
wrote  for  2  hours  on  things  that  I  should 
not  do  and  should  do  as  he  had  observed  it 
from  8  years  of  experience  and  from  almost 
half  a  century  in  the  public  service,  not  be- 
cause he  wanted  to  see  a  great  Democrat 
develop  and  make  a  great  campaign  but  be- 
cause he  wanted  to  see  the  leader  of  the 
Nation  succeed. 

Eighty-five  heads  of  state  came  from  all 
over  the  world. 

So,  this  morning,  I  came  here  in  that  spirit 
to  speak  to  all  of  you — Republicans  and 
Democrats,  and  whatnot — and  as  I  rode  over 
with  Senator  Brewster,  of  whom  I  am  very 
fond  and  who  serves  us  with  great  distinc- 
tion in  the  United  States  Senate,  I  said  to 
him,  "It  stimulates  me  to  have  a  chance  to 
go  out  there  and  look  these  young  people  in 
the  eye  and  to  salute  them  and  to  ask  them 
to  give  me  their  help,  give  me  their  hand, 
give  me  their  prayers,  because  I  need  them 
so  much  in  the  days  ahead." 

If  we  were  in  another  setting,  on  another 
occasion,  I  might  even  ask  you  to  give  me 
something  else. 

Thank  you  very  much. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  11:15  a.m.  as  a  par- 
ticipant in  a  Johns  Hopkins  University  lecture  series. 
In  his  opening  words  he  referred  to  Dr.  Milton 
Eisenhower,  president  of  the  University.  Later  he 
referred  to,  among  others,  Robert  A.  Taft,  former 
Senator  from  Ohio,  Manlio  Brosio  of  Italy,  Secre- 
tary General  of  NATO,  Robert  J.  Kleberg,  Jr.,  presi- 
dent, King  Ranch,  Inc.,  Kingsville,  Tex.,  his  brother 
Richard  M.  Kleberg,  former  Representative  from 
Texas,  and  Senator  Daniel  B.  Brewster  of  Maryland. 
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613    Remarks  at  the  Swearing  In  of  Philip  Nichols,  Jr.,  and 
Linton  M.  Collins  as  Judges.     October  i,  1964 


Ladies  and  gentlemen: 

I  deeply  regret  that  I  was  detained,  but 
I  do  not  control  the  other  end  of  all  of  my 
telephone  conversations — ^particularly  when 
we  have  conferees  not  agreeing  with  each 
other  up  on  the  Hill. 

I  am  glad  to  be  here  on  this  very  happy 
occasion.  The  size  of  this  audience  com- 
pares favorably  with  New  England. 

Obviously  I  ought  to  have  a  talk  with  these 
gentlemen  before  they  become  judges  be- 
cause I  need  to  know  how  they  acquired  so 
many  friends  on  their  way  up. 

Linton  Collins  is  a  man  of  long  and  wide 
experience  who  has  won  trust  and  respect 
throughout  his  profession,  and  he  has  been 
my  friend  for  several  decades. 

Phil  Nichols  is  the  son  of  a  distinguished 
Massachusetts  family  who  is  held  in  the  high- 
est esteem  as  a  lawyer  and  as  a  very  able 
public  servant. 

I  have  the  highest  regard  for  him  except 
for  one  thing.  Some  years  ago  he  took  away 
from  me  my  first  secretary  by  marrying  her, 
and  I  have  just  had  her  on  a  part-time  basis 
ever  since. 

The  purpose  of  all  we  do  in  this  Govern- 
ment is  justice.  The  armies  we  raise,  the 
fleets  we  sail,  the  vigil  we  keep  abroad  and 
at  home — all  this  is  done  so  that  every  man 


and  woman  can  stand  as  equals  before  the 
bar  of  impartial  justice.  The  independence 
of  the  judiciary  is  the  cornerstone  of  our 
society,  and  that  independence  must  never 
be  compromised. 

Our  society  is  quite  complex.  The  de- 
mands upon  courts  of  law  are  many,  and 
they  are  varied,  but  the  courts  that  we  create 
in  specialized  fields  as  much  as  other  courts 
must  serve  the  same  end,  and  that  is  the 
good  of  all  men. 

We  can  be  grateful  in  America  for  the 
character  and  quality  and  the  integrity  of 
the  men  who  uphold  the  tradition  of  our 
courts  as  Federal  judges. 

I  feel  positive  of  one  thing  this  afternoon: 
these  two  men  that  you  have  come  here  to 
honor  and  to  see  sworn  in  will  serve  with 
the  highest  honor  to  this  tradition. 

Thank  you. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  5:56  p.ni.  in  the 
State  Dining  Room  at  the  White  House  at  the 
swearing  in  of  Philip  Nichols,  Jr.,  as  Judge,  U.S. 
Customs  Court,  and  of  Linton  M.  Collins  as  Judge, 
U.S.  Court  of  Claims.  Judge  Collins  and  Judge 
Nichols  responded  briefly.  The  text  of  their  remarks 
was  also  released. 

During  his  remarks  the  President  referred  to  Mrs. 
Dorothy  Jackson  Nichols,  his  secretary  while  in 
Congress,  currently  serving  as  secretary  to  Horace 
Busby,  Jr.,  Special  Assistant  to  the  President. 


614    Letter  to  the  Attorney  General  Directing  Him  To 
Petition  for  an  Injunction  in  the  Maritime  Industry 
Labor  Dispute.     October  i,  1964 


Dear  Mr,  Katzenbach: 

On  September  30,  1964,  by  virtue  of  the 
authority  vested  in  me  by  Section  206  of  the 
Labor  Management  Relations  Act,  1947  (29 


U.S.C.  176),  I  issued  Executive  Order  No. 
1 1 181  creating  a  Board  of  Inquiry  to  inquire 
into  issues  involved  in  labor  disputes  be- 
tween employers  (or  associations  by  v^hich 


33-171— Book  11—65 


-27 


1183 


[6i4]    Oct.  I 


Public  Papers  of  the  Presidents 


such  employers  are  represented  in  collective 
bargaining  conferences)  who  are  (i)  steam- 
ship companies  or  who  are  engaged  as  oper- 
ators or  agents  for  ships  engaged  in  service 
from  or  to  Adantic  and  Gulf  Coast  ports 
from  Searsport,  Maine,  to  Brownsville, 
Texas,  or  from  or  to  other  ports  of  the 
United  States  or  its  territories  or  possessions, 
(2)  contracting  stevedores,  (3)  contracting 
marine  carpenters,  (4)  lighterage  operators, 
or  (5)  other  employers  engaged  in  related 
or  associated  pier  activities  and  certain  of 
their  employees  represented  by  the  Interna- 
tional Longshoremen's  Association,  AFL- 
CIO. 

On  October  i,  1964, 1  received  the  Board's 
written  report  in  the  matter.  A  copy  of  that 
report  is  attached  hereto. 

In  my  opinion,  these  unresolved  labor 
disputes  have  resulted  in  an  actual  or  threat- 
ened strike  affecting  a  substantial  part  of 
the  maritime  industry  of  the  United  States, 
an  industry  engaged  in  trade,  commerce, 
transportation,  transmission  or  communica- 
tion among  the  several  States  and  with  for- 
eign nations,  which  strike,  if  permitted  to 
continue,  will  imperil  the  national  health 
and  safety. 

Therefore,  in  order  to  remove  a  peril  to 
the  national  health  and  safety  and  to  secure 


a  resumption  of  trade,  commerce,  transpor- 
tation, transmission  or  communication 
among  the  several  States  and  with  foreign 
nations,  I  direct  you,  pursuant  to  the  pro- 
visions of  Section  208  of  the  Labor  Manage- 
ment Relations  Act,  1947,  to  petition  in  the 
name  of  the  United  States  any  District  Court 
of  the  United  States  having  jurisdiction  of 
the  parties  to  enjoin  the  continuance  of  such 
strike  and  for  such  other  relief  as  may  in 
your  judgment  be  necessary  or  appropriate. 
Sincerely, 

Lyndon  B.  Johnson 

[The  Honorable  Nicholas  deB.  Katzenbach,  Acting 
Attorney  General,  Washington,  D.C.] 

note:  On  October  i  the  Acting  Attorney  General 
sought  and  obtained  in  the  District  Court  for  the 
Southern  District  of  New  York  a  temporary  injunc- 
tion, to  expire  on  December  20,  1964,  against  con- 
tinuation of  the  strike.  On  November  30  the  Board 
of  Inquiry  reported  to  the  President  that  no  agree- 
ment had  been  reached  but  that  the  parties  had 
affirmed  a  willingness  to  negotiate  as  extensively  as 
necessary  to  achieve  a  settlement  before  the  expira- 
tion of  the  injunction.  An  agreement  was  reached 
on  December  16  covering  the  Port  of  New  York, 
but  it  was  rejected  by  the  longshoremen.  On  Jan- 
uary II,  1965,  a  strike  began  affecting  ports  from 
Maine  to  Texas. 

The  Board's  reports  of  October  i  and  November 
30,  1964,  were  made  available  through  the  Federal 
Mediation  and  Conciliation  Service. 


615    Remarks  at  the  Final  Meeting  of  the  Alaska  Reconstruction 
Planning  Commission.     October  2,  1964 


Senator  Anderson,  members  of  the  Com- 
mission: 

As  you  hold  your  final  meeting  at  the 
White  House,  I  want  to  say:  well  done. 

On  March  27  the  first  reports  from  Alaska 
made  clear  what  the  subsequent  reports 
confirmed.  There  was  a  big  job  to  do — 
and  we  would  need  our  best  men  to  help  our 
countrymen  in  Alaska  start  forward  to  get 


it  done.  I  asked  one  of  the  best  men  I 
knew — one  of  the  most  able  and  dedicated 
public  servants  in  America — to  lead  that 
eflort:  Senator  Clinton  Anderson  of  New 
Mexico. 

I  know  how  much  I  was  asking  of  him — 
and  of  each  of  you.  But  I  think  I  thought 
more  of  his  personal  interests  than  Clint 
Anderson  did.    He  responded  immediately 
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and  enthusiastically — and  all  of  you  have 
worked  with  this  same  spirit  every  step  of 
the  way. 

On  behalf  of  the  Nation,  I  congratulate 
you.  On  behalf  of  the  people  of  Alaska, 
I  thank  you. 

When  the  earthquake  struck  last  spring, 
all  American  hearts  went  out  to  Alaska. 
All  of  us  feel  a  special  pride  in  our  largest 
State.  We  are  proud  Alaska's  star  shines 
from  our  flag — and  we  want  very  much  to 
see  Alaska  grow  and  thrive  and  increase 
her  strength. 

When  tragedy  befalls  strong  people, 
greater  strength  usually  emerges  on  the 
other  side.  I  believe  this  is  the  case  for 
Alaska.  Certainly,  the  tragedy  of  the  great 
earthquake  has  drawn  us  all  closer  to- 
gether— and  given  to  Alaska  the  new 
strength  of  new  interest,  new  confidence, 
and  new  understanding  from  all  her  sister 
States. 

The  work  of  reconstruction  in  Alaska  is 
well  launched. 

Water  service  has  been  restored  through- 
out the  earthquake  region. 

The  Alaska  Railroad  is  operating  normally 
in  most  areas.  Limited  service  is  available 
on  the  balance  of  the  system. 

Practically  all  highways  are  fully  opera- 
tional— although  much  work  remains  to 
be  done. 

Design  of  port  facilities  has  been  com- 
pleted. It  will  be  possible  to  provide  some 
protection  for  boats  this  winter. 

The  Small  Business  Administration  has 
approved  nearly  $50  million  in  loans  to 
homeowners  and  businessmen — ^under  very 
favorable  terms. 

The  Congress  has  enacted  legislation  pro- 
viding grants  to  offset  State  and  local  rev- 
enue losses.  Other  forms  of  disaster  as- 
sistance have  been  provided — ^much  of  it 
entirely   without  precedent.     Any   dollars 


and  cents  values  on  Federal  assistance  would 
be  misleading.  The  point  is  that  we  are  de- 
termined to  do  what  needs  to  be  done  to 
meet  the  needs  of  this  great  State. 

For  what  has  been  done  thus  far,  credit 
is  due  many.  The  State  of  Alaska,  the  local 
communities  there,  Alaska's  fine  delegation 
to  the  Congress — ^and  the  people  of  Alaska 
themselves — are  the  heroes  of  this  effort. 
And  I  am  proud  to  salute  them. 

Our  next  step  must  be  forward — toward 
a  broader  and  better  future  for  the  State. 
I  have  taken  action  today  toward  that  end. 

I  have  signed  an  Executive  order  estab- 
lishing a  new  Federal  Field  Committee  in 
Alaska  to  cooperate  with  a  similar  body  es- 
tablished by  the  Governor  of  Alaska.  The 
purpose  is  to  prepare  practical,  long-range 
plans  for  Alaska's  economic  development. 

The  order  establishes  also  a  President's  Re- 
view Committee  for  Development  Planning 
in  Alaska.  The  Chairman  will  be  the 
Secretary  of  Commerce.  This  committee 
will  provide  general  direction  to  the  field 
committee — and  will  advise  me  concerning 
the  field  committee's  recommendations. 
The  Director  of  the  Office  of  Emergency 
Planning  will  have  responsibility  for  coordi- 
nating and  expediting  the  reconstruction 
program. 

You  of  this  Commission  have  no  doubts — 
nor  do  I — about  Alaska's  future.  Our  last 
great  land  frontier  will  grow  and  prosper 
far  beyond  past  expectations  or  present 
hopes. 

You  who  have  served  on  this  Commission 
will  always  be  able  to  look  to  the  North  and 
take  a  measure  of  personal  pride  in  having 
been  part  of  this  great  work. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  11:40  a.m.  in  the  Fish 
Room  at  the  White  House.  In  his  opening  words 
he  referred  to  Senator  Clinton  P.  Anderson  of 
New  Mexico  who  served  as  Chairman  of  the  Federal 
Reconstruction  and  Development  Planning  Commis- 
sion for  Alaska  (see  Item  241,  note). 
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Earlier  in  the  day  the  President  issued  Executive 
Order  11 182  (29  F.R.  13629,  3  CFR,  1964  Supp.) 
establishing  a  Federal  Field  Committee  for  Devel- 
opment Planning  in  Alaska  and  the  President's 
Review  Committee  for  Development  Planning  in 


Alaska.  The  order  also  abolished  the  Federal  Re- 
construction and  Development  Planning  Commission 
for  Alaska  established  on  April  2,  1964. 

As  printed,  this  item  foUovi^s  the  prepared  text 
released  by  the  White  House. 


616    Remarks  Upon  Proclaiming  1965  as  International 
Cooperation  Year.     October  2,  1964 


IF  YOU  have  never  been  late  to  a  meeting 
you  M^on't  understand  my  position,  but  I  do 
ask  your  indulgence  and  I  do  thank  you  very 
much  for  w^hat  I  hope  is  your  understanding. 

I  have  been  running  late  all  morning.  I 
didn't  know  we  had  as  many  majority 
leaders  in  the  Congress  as  we  have.  They 
are  all  hoping  that  they  can  go  home  this 
week.    I  am  hoping  that  they  go  home,  too. 

I  have  just  left  more  ex-presidents  of  the 
American  Bar  Association  than  I  ever 
realized  existed,  but  since  they  were  "Law- 
yers for  Johnson,"  I  am  glad  they  were  there. 
I  had  to  meet  with  them,  so  please  forgive 
me  and  I  promise  to  try  not  to  be  so  tardy 
in  my  public  appointments  in  the  future. 

I  am  very  proud  to  welcome  this  most 
distinguished  assembly  of  most  distinguished 
Americans. 

I  regret  that  one  of  the  most  distinguished 
of  all  cannot  be  with  us  this  morning — 
Ambassador  Adlai  Stevenson.  He  is  other- 
wise engaged  in  Cleveland  and  Chicago  in  a 
pursuit  that  I  regard  as  no  vice. 

You  have  come  here  and  we  are  brought 
together  by  a  very  old  and  a  very  honored 
American  interest — the  interest  of  fostering 
international  cooperation  instead  of  inter- 
national conflict.  We  are  here  today  to 
proclaim  1965  as  International  Cooperation 
Year  in  the  United  States  of  America. 

This  observance  will  be  commemorated 
around  the  world  by  the  members  of  the 
United  Nations. 

For  the  United  States,  cooperation  with 


other  nations  and  other  peoples  is  always 
uppermost  in  our  minds  and  is  the  first  aim 
of  our  policies,  the  central  instrument  of  our 
foreign  policy,  and  it  is  the  central  goal  of 
administrations  of  both  parties — ^the  great 
leaders  of  which  many  are  in  the  room 
today. 

I  know  that  the  American  people  would 
not  have  it  otherwise. 

The  value  of  international  cooperation 
and  understanding  is  recognized  by  all  of 
us.  The  extent  of  cooperation  that  is  in 
existence  is  realized  by  too  few.  Today  the 
United  States  participates  in  some  80  inter- 
national organizations.  We  take  part  in 
nearly  600  international  conferences,  and  we 
faithfully  honor  4,300  treaties  and  agree- 
ments that  we  have  made  with  other  nations 
in  the  world. 

Two  points  are  clear: 

First,  international  cooperation  is  simply 
not  an  idea  or  an  ideal.  /  We  think  it  is  a 
clear  necessity  to  our  survival.  The  greater 
the  nation  the  greater  is  its  need  to  work 
cooperatively  with  other  people,  with  other 
countries,  other  nations. 

Second,  international  cooperation  is  no 
longer  an  academic  subject;  it  is  a  fact  of  life, 
as  I  have  just  illustrated.  Our  challenge  is 
not  to  debate  the  theory  or  the  concept,  but 
our  challenge  is  to  improve  and  to  perfect 
and  to  strengthen  the  organizations  that 
already  exist. 

In  1965  it  is  the  hope  of  your  Govern- 
ment that  International  Cooperation  Year 
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may  be  used  for  a  useful  review  and  pur- 
poseful planning.  For  this  end  I  am  ap- 
pointing a  special  Cabinet  Committee  to 
direct  this  work  and  to  develop  all  possible 
proposals  for  the  future. 

It  is  my  thought  that  we  can  find  many 
areas  to  encourage  much  more  progressive 
and  purposeful  labor  among  the  nations  of 
the  world.  This  is  what  we  shall  be  doing. 
I  have  asked  you  here  this  morning  to  make 
a  special  appeal  to  you  and  to  request  your 
labors,  too. 

I  hope  that  each  of  you  will  help  me  and 
the  Secretary  of  State  and  others  of  your 
Government  to  carry  the  story  of  interna- 
tional cooperation  and  organization  to  the 
American  people. 

Public  understanding,  public  support,  is 
vital  and  basic  to  our  success  in  striving  for 
world  understanding  and  cooperation.  You 
can't  be  a  statesman  unless  you  get  elected, 
and  it  is  pretty  difficult  for  us  to  be  success- 
ful in  a  movement  of  this  kind  if  we  do  not 
have  the  broad,  solid  support  of  the  people, 
because  under  our  system  they  are  the 
masters. 

More  than  that,  I  hope  that  your  talents 
may  be  turned  to  systematic  study  of  the 
next  steps  that  private  organizations  may 
take  to  further  this  cooperation. 

There  is  more  extensive  interest  in  this 
on  the  private  level  than  I  think  there  has 
ever  been  before.  Business  organizations, 
farm  organizations,  labor  unions,  universi- 
ties, church  bodies,  women's  groups,  pro- 
fessional societies,  are  all  expanding  their 
interests  and  their  operations  abroad  and  are 
all  concerned  with  what  is  happening  in  the 
other  120-odd  nations  in  the  world  to  an 
extent  that  has  never  been  equaled  before,  I 
say  pridefuUy  and  proudly. 

There  is  much  going  on  in  this  field  in 
this  country  and  throughout  the  world. 
There  is  much  energy  and  enthusiasm  and 


interest  to  do  even  more  if  we  have  the  right 
kind  of  leadership. 

So  your  task  is  to  help  bring  these  to- 
gether, how  to  harness  these  resources  and 
channel  them  in  the  proper  direction. 
Those  with  the  experience  and  background 
that  you  have  must  make  known  what  is 
going  on,  what  the  next  steps  are,  and  how 
those  with  time  and  resources  can  most 
usefully  join  these  labors. 

Because  in  this  day  and  age  man  has  too 
many  common  interests  to  waste  his  ener- 
gies, his  talents,  and  his  substance  in  primi- 
tive arrogance  or  in  destructive  conflict.  In 
short,  you  are  going  to  have  to  be  the  cap- 
tains of  a  movement  to  lead  people  to  love 
instead  of  hate.  You  are  going  to  have 
to  be  the  leaders  in  a  movement  to  guide 
people  in  preserving  humanity  instead  of 
destroying  it. 

You  are  going  to  be  the  leaders  in  a  cru- 
sade to  help  get  rid  of  the  ancient  enemies 
of  mankind — ignorance,  illiteracy,  poverty, 
and  disease — ^because  we  know  that  these 
things  must  go,  and  we  also  know  from  our 
past  that  if  we  do  not  adjust  to  this  change 
peacefully,  we  will  adjust  to  it  otherwise. 

As  a  great  leader  said  in  this  room  not 
many  years  ago,  if  a  peaceful  revolution  is 
impossible,  a  violent  revolution  is  inevitable. 
So  I  believe  that  the  true  realists  in  the  sec- 
ond half  of  this  20th  century  are  those  who 
bear  the  dream  of  new  ways  for  new 
cooperation. 

You  will  be  frowned  upon.  Some  will 
call  you  an  idealist.  Some  will  call  you  a 
crackpot,  and  some  may  even  call  you  worse 
than  that.  They  may  say  you  are  soft  or 
hard  or  don't  understand  what  it  is  all  about 
in  some  of  these  fields,  but  what  greater 
ambition  could  you  have  and  what  greater 
satisfaction  could  come  to  you  than  the 
knowledge  that  you  had  entered  a  partner- 
ship with  your  Government  that  had  pro- 
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vided  the  leadership  in  the  world  that  had 
preserved  humanity  instead  of  destroyed  it? 
So  this  year  and  next  year  and  in  the  years 
to  come,  international  cooperation  must  be 
an  enduring  way  of  life  in  the  community 
of  man. 

If  I  am  here — I  am  speaking  now  politi- 
cally and  not  physically — I  don't  anticipate 
any  violence,  but  if  I  am  here,  I  intend  next 
year  to  call  a  White  House  conference  and 
I  want  all  of  you  to  start  thinking  about  it 
now.  I  want  you  to  talk  to  your  friends 
about  it. 

I  want  to  call  a  White  House  conference 
to  search  and  explore  and  canvass  and 
thoroughly  discuss  every  conceivable  ap- 
proach and  avenue  of  cooperation  that  could 
lead  to  peace.  That  five-letter  word  is  the 
goal  of  all  of  us.  It  is  by  far  the  most 
important  problem  we  face.  It  is  the  assign- 
ment of  the  century  for  each  of  you  and  if  we 
fail  in  that  assignment,  everything  will  come 
to  naught. 

If  we  succeed,  think  how  wonderful  the 
year  2000  will  be.  And  it  is  already  so  excit- 
ing to  me  that  I  am  just  hoping  that  my 
heart  and  stroke  and  cancer  committee  can 
come  up  with  some  good  results  that  will 
insure  that  all  of  us  can  live  beyond  100  so 
we  can  participate  in  that  glorious  day  when 
all  the  fruits  of  our  labors  and  our  imagina- 
tions today  are  a  reality. 

It  now  gives  me  a  great  deal  of  pleasure 
to  sign  the  proclamation  designating  1965 
to  be  International  Cooperation  Year  in 
the  United  States  of  America.  I  am  very 
proud  this  morning  that  I  am  a  citizen  of  a 
country  and  the  leader  of  a  nation  that  can 
have  voluntarily  assembled  in  the  first  house 
of  this  land  the  quality  and  quantity  of 


talent  that  faces  me  now.  To  each  of  you, 
for  the  time  you  have  taken  and  have 
waited,  for  the  money  you  spent  in  coming 
here,  for  the  thought  that  you  have  given, 
but  more  important,  for  what  you  are  going 
to  do,  on  behalf  of  the  Nation,  I  say  we  are 
grateful. 
Thank  you  very  much. 

[At  this  point  the  President  signed  the  proclamation, 
then  resumed  speaking.] 

I  suppose  that  the  most  indispensable  part 
of  every  man's  life  is  his  family,  that  they 
give  him  comfort,  strength,  and  inspiration 
when  he  needs  it  most.  But  next  to  my 
family,  I  know  of  no  person  that  is  more 
beloved  or  for  whom  I  have  greater  respect 
and  admiration  and  genuine  confidence  than 
the  great  and  distinguished  Secretary  of 
State,  Dean  Rusk. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  12:55  p.m.  in  the  State 
Dining  Room  at  the  White  House  just  prior  to  sign- 
ing Proclamation  3620  "International  Cooperation 
Year"  (29  F.R.  13627,  3  CFR,  1964  Supp.).  Early 
in  his  remarks  he  referred  to  Ambassador  Adlai 
Stevenson,  U.S.  Representative  to  the  United  Nations. 

Among  those  attending  the  ceremony  were  Gov- 
ernment officials,  congressional  leaders,  and  repre- 
sentatives of  some  200  bipartisan  groups,  including 
the  General  Federation  of  Women's  Clubs,  Future 
Farmers  of  America,  National  Association  of  Manu- 
facturers, and  the  National  Conference  of  Christians 
and  Jev^s. 

Follovi^ing  the  President's  remarks,  Secretary  of 
State  Dean  Rusk  spoke  briefly,  concluding  by  read- 
ing the  proclamation.  The  text  of  the  Secretary's 
remarks  was  also  released. 

On  November  24  the  White  House  announced,  in 
a  statement  released  at  Austin,  Tex.,  that  the  Presi- 
dent had  named  a  Cabinet  Committee  representing 
19  agencies  to  plan  and  coordinate  U.S.  participation 
in  International  Cooperation  Year,  1965.  The 
release  listed  the  names  of  the  members  of  the 
Committee,  of  which  Harlan  Cleveland,  Assistant 
Secretary  of  State  for  International  Affairs,  was 
designated  Chairman. 
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617    Special  Message  to  the  Congress  Transmitting  Report  on 
Foreign  Assistance  Programs.     October  3,  1964 


To  the  Congress  of  the  United  States: 

This  report  demonstrates  the  remarkable 
progress  made  in  strengthening  our  foreign 
assistance  programs  and  policies  since  1961. 
The  196 1  Act  for  International  Develop- 
ment called  for  major  changes  in  the  opera- 
tion and  emphasis  of  these  historic  programs. 
For  more  effective  direction,  the  activities 
of  several  agencies  v^ere  brought  together 
under  the  Agency  for  International  Develop- 
ment. New  guidelines  v^ere  laid  down  for 
our  aid  programs  as  part  of  the  bold  effort 
to  make  the  1960's  the  Decade  of  Develop- 
ment. 

This  report  for  fiscal  1963  shows  clearly 
the  ways  in  which  these  new  guidelines  are 
being  translated  into  concrete  programs. 
They  provide  the  foundations  for  the  lean, 
tightly-managed  aid  program  we  plan  for 
fiscal  1965.  I  want  to  call  your  attention 
particularly,  therefore,  to  some  significant 
features  of  this  report  which  mark  our 
progress  during  1963  toward  basic  and  con- 
tinuing objectives  of  our  foreign  assistance 
policy. 

Interest-Bearing  Loans  Replace  Grants 

As  the  1 96 1  Act  directed,  interest-bearing 
loans  have  replaced  grants  as  the  chief  mech- 
anism for  assistance.  Loans  represented  57 
percent  of  AID's  commitments  during  fiscal 
1963 — the  highest  proportion  in  the  history 
of  the  foreign  assistance  program. 

Aid  Is  More  Selective 

Our  aid  became  increasingly  selective  and 
concentrated  in  fiscal  1963 — a  trend  that  has 


since  been  accelerated.  Eighty  percent  of  all 
economic  assistance  funds  authorized  that 
year  were  for  just  twenty  countries.  Sixty 
percent  of  total  military  assistance  went  to 
just  nine  key  countries. 

Aid  to  Latin  America  Increases 

To  increase  the  impact  of  the  Alliance  for 
Progress,  our  aid  to  Latin  America  was 
sharply  stepped  up  in  fiscal  1963,  reaching 
23  percent  of  world-wide  commitments, 
compared  with  18  percent  the  preceding  year 
and  an  average  of  only  2  percent  from  1948 
to  i960. 

Islew  Policies  Protect  the  Dollar 

Policies  designed  to  protect  our  balance 
of  payments  produced  major  results  in  fiscal 
1963 — a  dramatic  jump  in  the  purchases  of 
U.S.  products.  U.S.  producers  supplied  78 
percent  of  all  AID-financed  commodities 
during  the  year,  compared  with  63  percent 
the  preceding  year,  and  less  than  50  percent 
in  earlier  years. 

Increased  Participation  by  US,  Industry 

Under  these  policies  U.S.  business  and  in- 
dustry exported  $855  million  in  AID-fi- 
nanced goods  and  equipment  to  Asia,  Africa 
and  Latin  America  during  the  year,  and 
American  shipping  firms  were  paid  about 
$80  million  to  carry  AID-financed  com- 
modities to  their  destinations  in  the  less- 
developed  countries.  These  dollars  meant 
more  jobs  for  American  workers. 

As  a  result  of  the  same  policy,  U.S.  ships 
carried  more  than  80  percent  of  the  total 
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net  AID-financed  cargo  that  year,  well  in 
excess  of  the  50  percent  required  by  the 
Cargo  Preference  Act. 

Private  Organizations  Play  a  Larger  Role 

The  1 96 1  Act  also  called  for  greater  use 
of  America's  vast  private  resources  in  the 
battle  against  vi^orld  poverty.  During  fiscal 
1963,  about  one-fourth  of  all  technical  as- 
sistance v^^as  carried  out  not  by  AID  per- 
sonnel, but  by  American  colleges,  universi- 
ties, business,  professional  firms,  and  service 
organizations  or  contract  with  AID. 

More  than  70  of  our  colleges  and  univer- 
sities were  at  work  in  40  countries  under 
AID  contracts,  helping  other  people  make 
progress  in  education,  in  health,  in  agricul- 
ture, in  business  and  industry. 

During  the  year,  there  was  a  four-fold 
increase  in  cooperative  programs  designed 
to  help  private  citizens  organize  savings  and 
loan  institutions,  credit  unions,  rural  electric 
cooperatives,  housing  and  farm  credit  co-ops. 
These  programs  that  go  right  to  the  people 
have  continued  to  grow.  To  expand  this  sig- 
nificant work,  AID  relied  heavily  on  con- 
tracts with  experienced  private  groups  such 
as  the  Credit  Union  National  Association, 
the  National  League  of  Insured  Savings  As- 
sociations, the  Cooperative  League  of 
America,  and  the  National  Rural  Electric 
Cooperative  Association. 

Increased  Emphasis  on  Private  Enterprise 

In  recognition  of  the  fact  that  foreign 
investors  helped  build  our  own  nation's 
economy  and  that  private  capital  must  do 
most  of  the  job  for  the  developing  nations, 
we  increased  efforts  to  encourage  American 
investment  in  the  less-developed  countries. 
Twelve  countries  signed  investment  guar- 
anty agreements  during  fiscal  1963,  bring- 
ing to  fifty-five  the  number  of  less-developed 
countries    participating    in    this    successful 


program. 

This  year,  for  the  first  time,  AID  guar- 
anteed a  substantial  amount  of  new  U.S. 
private  dollar  investment  in  development 
banks  organized  to  foster  private  enterprise 
in  the  less-developed  countries.  U.S.  in- 
vestors applied  for  guaranty  coverage  total- 
ing $32  million  for  new  or  additional  in- 
vestments in  such  banks. 

Significant  Savings  by  Improved  Manage- 
ment 

Fiscal  1963  saw  the  beginning  of  signifi- 
cant economies  in  the  management  of  aid 
programs  by  the  Agency  for  International 
Development.  Economies  made  in  that  year 
included  savings  of  more  than  $900,000  by 
centralized  purchase  of  DDT,  $1,200,000 
during  the  first  six  months  of  the  fiscal  year 
alone  through  tighter  travel  policies  and 
regulations,  and  $34  million  saved  through 
an  aggressive  program  to  use  Government- 
owned  excess  property  in  overseas  projects. 

Economic  Aid  to  Europe  Terminated 

Major  assistance  to  Europe  under  the  Mar- 
shall Plan  had  ended  by  the  mid-fifties,  but 
a  few  smaller  supplemental  programs  con- 
tinued during  the  years  after.  Fiscal  1963 
saw  the  last  economic  assistance  commitment 
for  Europe:  a  single  grant  of  $125,000  au- 
thorized to  finance  the  closing  out  of  prior 
activities  in  Yugoslavia. 

Finally,  let  me  point  out  this.  It  is  par- 
•ticularly  appropriate  that  the  same  year 
which  marked  the  termination  of  the  historic 
and  successful  Marshall  Plan  for  Europe  was 
also  the  year  in  which  our  efforts  in  the 
less-developed  countries  began  giving  un- 
mistakable evidence  of  success. 

With  our  help,  developed  countries  like 
Britain,  France  and  Japan  recovered  from 
the  war  rapidly  and  were  soon  in  a  position 
to  give  rather  than  receive  assistance.    But 
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when  we  first  extended  America's  helping 
hand  to  the  less-developed  countries  a  decade 
ago,  there  was  no  such  promise  of  rapid 
results.  We  knew  it  was  right  and  neces- 
sary to  help  these  poorer  countries  to  a  better 
life  if  we  were  to  preserve  our  own  good  life 
and  expand  the  family  of  the  free.  But  only 
recendy  could  we  be  certain  that  it  was  prac- 
tical and  only  recently  have  been  able  to  see 
with  our  eyes  the  proof  of  our  earlier  vision. 
In  fiscal  1963,  for  the  first  time,  it  became 
unmistakably  clear  that  countries  like  Free 
China  were  ending  their  dependence  on  AID 
and  that  others  would  follow. 
We  know  today  that  the  progress  in  con- 


trolling diseases  that  have  sapped  men's 
strength  to  build  and  to  work,  the  steady 
expansion  of  educational  opportunities,  the 
slow  but  persistent  increase  in  national  in- 
come and  output  in  the  countries  we  have 
aided  are  leading  to  further  successes.  We 
know  that  if  our  goal  is  still  distant,  our 
course  is  true. 

Lyndon  B.  Johnson 

note:  The  report,  entitled  "The  Foreign  Assistance 
Program,  Annual  Report  to  the  Congress  for  Fiscal 
Year  1963,"  was  transmitted  to  the  Congress  on 
October  3,  1964  (Government  Printing  Office,  88 
pp.). 


618    Statement  by  the  President  on  the  Effects  of 
Hurricane  Hilda.     October  3,  1964 


I  HAVE  just  been  informed  by  Mr.  Ed 
McDermott,  Director  of  the  Office  of  Emer- 
gency Planning,  that  Governor  McKeithen 
of  Louisiana,  with  whom  I  talked  earlier 
today,  has  officially  requested  a  Presidential 
declaration  of  "major  disaster"  as  a  result  of 
Hurricane  Hilda. 

Surveys  by  OEP  personnel  in  the  State 
of  Louisiana  indicate  that  the  damage  to 
property  will  be  severe.  In  response  to  the 
Governor's  request,  I  have  declared  those 
areas  of  Louisiana  adversely  affected  by  the 


hurricane  eligible  for  Federal  disaster  assist- 
ance. I  have  also  directed  Mr.  McDermott 
to  take  all  necessary  steps  to  expedite  this 
assistance.  I  intend  to  keep  in  close  touch 
with  the  situation  as  the  storm  moves 
through  the  State  of  Louisiana  toward  Mis- 
sissippi. 

I  am  deeply  sorry  for  the  lives  that  have 
been  lost  and  the  people  who  are  suffering 
such  hardship  in  this  unprecedented  storm. 

note:  See  also  Item  647. 


619    The  President's  News  Conference  of 
October  3,  1964 


THE  PRESIDENT,  [i.]  The  Federal  Govern- 
ment began  operations  under  my  first  budget 
on  July  I  St.  The  Kennedy  year  went  out 
June  30th.  I  spent  part  of  the  afternoon 
with  Mr.  Gordon  yesterday,  and  we  worked 
on  it  some  more  this  morning.  We  now 
have  complete  figures  for  Government  oper- 


ations during  the  first  2  months  of  this  fiscal 
year,  totaled  and  complete,  July  and  August. 
This  is  what  the  figures  show: 

1.  Total  budget  expenditures  for  this  2 
months'  period  are  down  $667  million  from 
the  same  period  last  year. 

2.  Civilian  employment  in  the  executive 
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branch  in  July  1964  was  25,000  below  the 
same  month,  July,  in  the  previous  year.  In 
August  of  1964  it  was  17,000  down  below 
August  of  1963.  We  expect  that  the  Sep- 
tember figures  will  also  be  below  last  year's 
level.  In  a  few  days,  when  we  have  our 
reports  calculated  from  the  various  agencies, 
we  will  give  you  that  information. 

Federal  nondefense  agencies  report,  in 
accordance  with  my  reporting  requirements, 
that  they  took  steps  to  initiate  management 
improvements  and  cost  reductions  in  July 
and  August  which  will  produce  savings  of 
more  than  $178  million  on  an  annual  basis. 
These  savings  are  in  addition  to  the  $100 
million  reported  last  April  and  to  the  $140 
million  reported  in  July.  I  would  caution 
you  that  these  are  figures  in  nondefense 
agencies.  They  are  in  addition  to  the  $2.5 
billion  savings  actually  already  realized  last 
year  under  the  Defense  Department's  cost- 
reduction  program. 

The  agencies  with  the  largest  savings  to  be 
realized  by  actions  taken  in  the  first  2  months 
of  our  fiscal  year,  July  and  August,  are  as 
follows: 

Atomic  Energy  Commission,  %66  million. 

National  Aeronautics  and  Space  Admin- 
istration, $44  million. 

Department  of  Agriculture,  $14,600,000. 

Post  Office  Department,  $10,500,000. 

Agency  for  International  Development, 
$8,900,000. 

Interior  Department,  $7,400,000. 

Veterans  Administration,  $6,100,000. 

These  are  the  largest  savings.  I  will  not 
take  time  to  go  into  the  smaller  ones. 

These  savings  were  achieved  through  bet- 
ter procurement  methods,  tighter  controls 
on  employment,  elimination  of  publications 
which  I  reported  to  you,  overtime  paid,  re- 
duction of  travel,  reduction  in  communi- 
cations, greater  use  of  Government  surplus 
facilities  and  equipment,  better  organization. 


consolidations,  cutting  out  unnecessary  layers 
and  eliminating  unnecessary  functions. 

With  the  adjournment  of  the  Congress  we 
have,  last  night,  totaled  up  all  of  the  requests 
for  appropriations  which  I  sent  to  the  Con- 
gress since  I  became  President,  and  we  have 
determined  that  we  requested  $450  million 
less  than  I  publicly  stated  I  would  request 
in  my  budget  last  January. 

The  Budget  Director  informs  me  that  our 
performance  in  July  and  August  strengthens 
his  confidence  in  the  1965  expenditure  re- 
estimate  of  $97.3  billion  which  we  made  to 
you  officially  in  May.  At  this  level,  expendi- 
tures will  be  $600  million  below  the  actual 
expenditures  in  fiscal  1964.  A  copy  of  that 
statement  will  be  made  available  to  you, 
and  George  ^  will  give  you  a  copy. 

Federal  civilian  employment  in  the  ex- 
ecutive branch  in  August  was  2,483,559,  if 
you  want  that  figure.  Employment  in  Au- 
gust, last  month,  was  a  third  consecutive 
month  in  which  Federal  employment  was 
below  the  figures  for  the  same  month  in  the 
2  preceding  years. 

[2.]  I  have  received  today  an  updated 
cost-reduction  report  from  the  Secretary  of 
Defense.  This  report  contains  the  final 
audited  savings  resulting  from  the  Depart- 
ment of  Defense  cost  reduction  program  for 
the  year  that  we  ended  June  30th.  On 
July  7th  Secretary  McNamara  reported  sav- 
ings of  $2,553  million.  The  figures  for  the 
final  quarter  of  the  year  were  estimated,  as 
he  so  reported.  I  am  happy  now  to  state 
that  the  final  figures  for  the  year  have  been 
audited  and  the  actual  savings  from  the  cost 
reduction  program,  instead  of  $2,553  ^^^' 
lion,  as  estimated,  are  $2,831  million,  an  in- 
crease of  $278  million  over  our  previous 
estimates. 

On  July  30th,  I  announced  that  the  num- 


^  George  E.  Reedy,  Press  Secretary  to  the  President. 
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ber  of  direct-hire  civilian  employees  in  the 
Department  of  Defense  had  been  reduced 
for  the  first  time  below  one  million  in  many 
years,  to  997,864,  the  first  time  since  the 
Korean  war  buildup  that  such  employment 
had  ever  gone  under  one  million. 

Secretary  McNamara  has  informed  me 
this  morning  that  his  previous  direct-hire 
civilian  employment  ceiling  of  989,920  for 
the  end  of  the  current  fiscal  year  on  which 
I  based  my  1965  budget  estimate  that  I  sent 
to  Congress  can  now  be  reduced  to  984,553, 
or  a  further  reduction  of  13,311  below  the 
Department  of  Defense  civilian  employment 
level  on  July  i,  1964,  and  5,367  below  the 
previously  established  ceiling  of  July  i,  1965. 

These  reports  from  Secretary  McNamara 
gave  me  renewed  conviction  that  I  will  be 
able  to  fulfill  my  pledge  to  the  taxpayers  of 
America  when  I  assumed  this  office:  to  give 
them  a  dollar's  worth  of  defense  for  every 
dollar  spent.  The  report  also  makes  me 
confident  that  the  Secretary  of  Defense  will 
probably  exceed  his  established  goal  of  sav- 
ing $4.6  billion  each  year,  every  year,  be- 
ginning in  fiscal  1968. 

[3.]  Six  months  ago  I  directed  the  Sec- 
retary of  Defense  to  undertake  the  most 
comprehensive  study  of  the  draft  system  ever 
made  in  this  country,  and  report  that  to  you 
through  our  press  and  television-radio  media. 
Today  Secretary  McNamara  gave  me  a  prog- 
ress report  on  this  study. 

He  is  exploring  all  possible  ways  of  meet- 
ing our  military  manpower  needs,  includ- 
ing the  possibility  of  not  relying  on  the  draft. 
This  study  will  be  completed  next  April.  I 
am  impressed  and  I  am  pleased  by  the  very 
thorough  approach  which  is  being  given  and 
taken  on  this  very  complex  and  important 
problem. 

The  Department  of  Defense  staff  is  being 
supported  by  many  other  of  the  civilian 
agencies  and  Government  departments.    I 


am  confident  that  when  the  study  is  com- 
pleted, it  will  provide  the  most  extensive 
information  on  our  military  manpower  needs 
and  supply  that  has  ever  been  assembled 
in  this  country.  Secretary  McNamara  has 
undertaken  the  following: 

— A  thorough  evaluation  of  the  fairness  of 
current  and  alternative  draft  selection  pro- 
cedures. 

— A  series  of  studies  aimed  at  tracing  the 
influence  of  the  draft  on  employment,  on 
training,  on  marriage  rates,  on  education, 
and  so  forth. 

— Surveys  and  analyses  of  the  plans  and 
the  attitudes  of  young  men  of  military  serv- 
ice age  to  assist  us  in  designing  ways  to  in- 
crease the  number  of  volunteers. 

— A  review  of  the  potential  for  extending 
the  use  of  civilians  in  place  of  military  per- 
sonnel in  support-type  activities. 

The  Secretary  of  Defense  emphasizes 
that  the  current  population  boom  offers  an 
unprecedented  challenge  to  our  armed  serv- 
ices to  try  to  strengthen  their  voluntary  re- 
cruitment program.  In  this  coming  year  the 
first  wave  of  the  postwar  generation  will 
reach  military-service  age.  The  number  of 
young  men  reaching  18  will  increase  from 
•under  iJ4  million  in  the  past  few  years  to 
nearly  2  million  during  the  fiscal  year  end- 
ing June  1965. 

While  I  am  encouraged  with  the  progress 
made  thus  far  in  these  studies,  I  must  em- 
phasize that  it  is  premature  to  make  respon- 
sible forecasts  of  the  outcome  at  this  time. 
Most  Americans  would  agree  that  we  should 
minimize  the  use  of  compulsion  in  meeting 
our  military  manpower  needs,  but  I  believe 
that  few  Americans  would  want  us  to  take 
risks  with  our  security. 

We  will  consider  all  of  the  facts.  We  will 
consider  all  of  the  reasonable  alternatives  to 
the  present  system.  We  will  weigh  them 
in  terms  of  their  effect  on  the  young  men 
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of  this  country  and  their  families,  as  well  as 
on  our  military  capabilities  and  national 
security. 

We  will  receive  from  the  Selective  Service, 
the  Joint  Chiefs  of  Staff,  and  the  expert 
civilians  in  the  Department  appropriate 
recommendations  as  to  their  judgment  of 
what  is  best  to  be  done.  We  will  then  offer 
to  the  American  people  that  course  of  action 
which,  after  careful  and  thorough  study,  we 
believe  to  be  best  calculated  to  protect  our 
freedom  at  the  least  and  most  equitable 
burden  to  our  society. 

[4.]     I  have  an  economic  statement. 

This  week,  as  we  enter  the  last  quarter  of 
1964,  the  44th  month  of  our  economic  ex- 
pansion, we  can  see  the  economic  record  of 
the  year  now  taking  shape.  The  pace  of 
our  advance  has  quickened. 

Unemployment,  after  remaining  stub- 
bornly between  5^/2  and  6  percent  in  1962 
and  1963,  dropped  to  5.3  in  the  first  half  of 
this  year,  to  5.1  in  the  first  quarter. 

Our  total  national  output  is  growing  at 
a  5  percent  rate  in  real  terms. 

With  the  aid  of  the  tax  cut,  consumers  are 
leading  the  advance.  In  the  first  half  of  the 
year,  their  spending  rose  by  a  record  $15 
billion.  Strong  gains  are  now  continuing. 
In  July,  August,  and  the  first  4  weeks  of 
September,  retail  sales  have  been  6  percent 
or  more  above  this  period  last  year. 

Business  is  investing  13  percent  more  in 
plant  and  equipment  this  year  than  last  year. 
Sharply  rising  profits  and  depreciation  al- 
lowances, which  as  you  will  recall  were 
running  12  percent  above  a  year  earlier  dur- 
ing the  second  quarter,  have  supplied  most 
of  the  necessary  funds. 

Our  great  gains  are  not  being  eroded  by 
inflation.  Consumer  prices,  which  dropped 
a  bit  in  August,  rose  only  i  percent  in  the 
past  year,  a  rise  well  below  the  postwar 
average.     Average   wholesale   prices   were 


below  their  levels  of  a  year  earlier,  and  below 
their  level  at  the  time  that  the  tax  cut  was 
enacted.  Wise  and  responsible  policies  by 
business,  by  labor,  and  by  Government, 
working  and  reasoning  together  in  harmony, 
can  bring  us  continued  solid  and  sound 
expansion  for  a  long  time  to  come. 

[5.]  Today  the  first  round-the-world 
cruise  of  our  first  nuclear  task  force  will 
come  to  an  end  when  the  three  ships  com- 
prising that  force  return  to  their  home  ports 
in  the  United  States.  The  carrier  Enterprise 
and  the  cruiser  Long  Beach  will  put  in  at 
Norfolk,  and  the  guided  missile  frigate 
Bainbridge  will  arrive  in  Charleston.  I 
commend  this  event  to  your  attention  as  one 
of  great  interest.  And  there  is  a  fuller 
statement  that  you  can  copy.^ 

[6.]  I  have  a  statement  prepared  on  the 
Congress  that  will  be  available  to  you,  but 
I  don't  want  to  take  your  time  from  ques- 
tions to  read  it.  It  summarizes  the  10 
months  of  hard,  painstaking  work  of  the 
Members  and  it  gives  my  opinion  of  the 
achievements  of  the  Congress.^ 

[7.]  I  have  a  brief  announcement  on  the 
number  of  women,  since  we  started  our  spe- 
cial program  to  induce  the  employment  and 
promotion  of  women,  in  the  Federal  service. 
Since  our  last  report  on  September  8th,  the 


^  The  statement  as  released  by  the  White  House 
included  the  following  additional  paragraphs: 

These  ships  have  demonstrated  a  new  dimension 
in  our  strategic  capabilities  at  sea  and  they  have 
written  a  new  chapter  in  the  history  of  our  friendly 
relations  with  the  countries  they  have  visited. 

It  should  be  noted  by  friend  and  foe  alike  that 
these  ships  in  traveling  65  days  and  more  than 
30,000  miles  did  not  require  a  single  item  of  logistic 
replenishment  from  any  source  to  complete  their 
mission.     They  were  completely  self-sustaining. 

The  oflScers  and  men  of  these  ships  are  to  be 
congratulated  on  a  job  extremely  well  done,  and  I 
have  asked  both  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  and  the 
Chief  of  Naval  Operations  to  go  to  Norfolk  today 
to  convey  my  personal  greetings  and  congratulations. 

^  Item  620. 
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departments  and  selected  agencies  have  re- 
ported a  total  of  88  personnel  actions  pro- 
moting or  appointing  women  in  grades  GS- 
12  and  above.  These  additions  bring  the 
grand  total  since  January  1964  to  1,542,  ex- 
cluding Presidential  appointments.  With 
the  Presidential  appointments,  that  brings  a 
total  of  1,610.  There  is  more  detail  on  that 
if  you  want  it. 

[8.]  There  is  also  a  statement  here  by 
the  Secretary  of  State  and  the  Director  of 
the  OfEce  of  Information  for  providing  the 
United  States  with  a  more  flexible  and  ef- 
fective Foreign  Service.  I  won't  read  that. 
If  you  care  to  have  it,  you  can  get  that  mim- 
eographed and  George  will  make  them  avail- 
able to  you.^ 

Now  I  will  be  glad  to  answer  any 
questions. 

[9.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  can  you  tell  us 
how  many  women  in  GS-12  and  above  were 
in  Government  a  year  ago? 

THE  PRESIDENT.  No,  I  cau  just  tell  you  that 
we  have  added  that  many  by  promotion  and 
appointment. 

Q.  Well,  this  is  in  addition? 

THE  PRESIDENT.  These  are  in  addition  to 
that.  You  will  remember  it  was  reported — 
I  questioned  it  at  the  time — but  someone 
said  that  we  would  have  at  least  50  women 
in  top  places  in  Government.  There  was 
considerable  splash  about  it,  and  stories  about 
the  50,  and  there  has  been  i, 600-odd. 

[10.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  can  you  tell  us 
when  you  plan  to  have  the  President-elect 
of  Mexico  and  his  wife  as  your  guest  at  the 
LBJ  Ranch,  and  also  your  thoughts  in  mak- 
ing the  invitation? 

THE  PRESIDENT.   No. 

[11.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  in  the  light  of 
the  Warren  Commission's  report,  and  the 
campaign   season,  there  are  many  stories 

*For  the  President's  statement  on  announcing  a 
change  in  the  Foreign  Service,  see  Item  621. 


about  your  behavior  in  crowds  and  the 
campaign  and  your  physical  well-being.  Be- 
cause of  these  recommendations  in  the  War- 
ren Commission  report,  and  because  of  some 
of  these  concerns  that  have  been  expressed, 
would  this  start  you  to  change  your  style? 

THE  PRESIDENT.  No.  I  waut  to  be  fully 
responsive  to  your  question,  and  I  have 
studied  the  Warren  Commission  report.  I 
wish  you  would  specify  what  recommenda- 
tions you  had  in  mind,  because  I  have  been 
reading  some  of  these  articles  that  are  writ- 
ten by  people  who  obviously  haven't  seen  it. 

Q.  It  is  not  the  solid  recommendations, 
but  some  of  the  suggestions. 

THE  PRESIDENT.  What  Specific  oues? 

Q.  Well,  that  you  not  go  into  the  thick 
of  a  crowd. 

THE  PRESIDENT.  There  is  no  such  recom- 
mendation. 

Q.  Well,  undue  exposure. 

THE  PRESIDENT.  There  is  no  such  sugges- 
tion. I  commend  the  report  to  your  read- 
ing. I  have  read  it  and  I  have  the  provisions 
marked,  and  they  point  out  that  the  Presi- 
dent must  have  association  and  contact  with 
them,  and  they  do  not  recommend  that  you 
not  do  it. 

The  facts  of  the  case  are  that  when  you  are 
visiting  with  these  crowds  and  shaking 
hands  with  people,  this  is  the  least  dangerous 
period  that  the  President  has.  I  am  just 
amazed  that  the  press  would  point  up  these 
things  as  creating  a  problem. 

I  would  have  you  know  that  the  director 
of  the  Secret  Service  and  all  of  those  asso- 
ciated with  him  tell  me  that  you  frequently 
quote  their  opinions  and  their  feeling  with- 
out authority  or  without  justification,  in 
your  stories. 

Only  yesterday  I  sent  him  a  story  where 
a  usually  reliable  White  House  reporter  had 
written  about  the  concern  of  the  Secret  Serv- 
ice, and  it  was  not  only  not  a  concern,  but 
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they  felt  that  we  were  following  their  in- 
structions. I  never  violate  any  instructions 
from  them.  But  the  question  is  whether  to 
follow  some  reporter  who  has  neither  read 
the  Warren  report  nor  who  knows  anything 
about  security — following  his  suggestion  or 
following  the  suggestion  of  the  security  man. 

Now,  this  morning  I  have  this  note  from 
the  Chief  of  the  Service,  and  this  is  the  feel- 
ing of  all  of  the  people  who  have  served  the 
President. 

Following  the  assassination,  we  took  a 
good  many  precautionary  steps.  We  had  the 
highest  people  in  this  Government  meet 
and  attempt  to  work  out  what  additional 
precautions  could  be  taken.  I  don't  want 
to  go  into  all  of  those,  because  I  really  think 
that  you  all  serve  no  good  purpose  by  play- 
ing on  these  things  and  inviting  the  atten- 
tion of  folks  who  have  interests  in  these 
fields.  But  if  you  want  to  do  it  and  must 
do  it,  I  think  that  you  ought  to  do  it  with 
the  facts,  and  not  off  the  top  of  your  head. 

The  memo  from  the  Chief  of  the  Secret 
Service  this  morning  says  this,  which  might 
be  helpful  to  some  of  you: 

"There  has  been  much  said  concerning 
the  dangerous  risk  involved  when  the  Presi- 
dent personally  appears  in  and  mingles  with 
crowds.  The  Secret  Service  is  quite  accus- 
tomed to  working  in  crowds,  and  this  re- 
sponsibility does  not  make  them  nervous  or 
jittery  or  worried.  It  is  the  nature  of  the 
protective  assignment  that  the  Secret  Serv- 
ice is  always  concerned  for  the  safety  of 
the  President  and  the  First  Family. 

"The  element  of  surprise  which  is  gained 
during  impromptu  appearances  of  the  Presi- 
dent, for  example,  when  he  stops  his  car 
during  a  motorcade  without  notice  is  often 
the  most  important  deterrent  to  risk.  The 
ability  to  infiltrate  any  gathered  crowd  by 
plainclothesmen  and  law  enforcement  offi- 
cers, both  male  and  female,  is  another  impor- 


tant deterrent.  The  crowd  itself  also  offers 
some  protection  by  covering  the  President. 
It  also  prevents  a  potential  assassin  from 
performing  an  act  unnoticed  and  prevents 
the  escape  of  the  individual.  When  on  the 
same  level,  only  these  persons  in  the  front 
row  have  fair  accessibility  to  the  President." 

[At  this  point  the  President  spo\e  off  the  record. 
He  then  resumed  speaJ{ing  on  the  record.^ 

But  I  would  say  that  we  have  had  the  Se- 
cret Service  meet  with  the  FBI  and  appro- 
priate people  in  other  investigative  agencies 
and  we  comply  with  their  requests  and  with 
their  instructions.  I  am  very  pleased  with 
the  competence  of  the  Secret  Service  people 
that  surround  me,  and  with  the  cooperation 
that  they  receive  from  Mr.  Hoover  and  his 
group  at  all  times. 

We  do  feel  and  we  have  felt  all  along,  that 
you  do  need  to  take  advance  precautions  be- 
fore you  go  into  a  place.  We  try  as  best 
we  can  to  balance  their  desire  that  we  not 
overly  advertise  far  ahead  of  time  our  exact 
movement  with  your  desire  that  you  have  2 
weeks'  notice  before  we  travel,  and  we  try  to 
balance  it  as  best  we  can. 

We  think  that  the  Secret  Service  is  not  in 
any  way  dismayed.  They  are  pleased  with 
the  way  we  are  handling  ourselves,  and  I  am 
pleased  with  them.  The  only  ones  I  know 
that  are  not  pleased  are  some  politician  that 
doesn't  understand  it  or  some  reporter  who 
hasn't  read  it. 

I  had  the  Warren  Committee  report 
briefed  this  morning.  Will  you  get  it  for 
me?  I  think  Dick^  has  it  here.  I  had  a 
young  lawyer  go  over  it  and  we  are  trying 
to  find  out  all  of  these  recommendations 
that  these  folks  are  writing  about,  and  how 
we  violate  it.    It  just  isn't  so. 

Q.  There  was  an  innuendo  there  about 
exposure. 


'  Richard  H.  Nelson,  Presidential  Aide. 
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THE  PRESIDENT.  Givc  mc  the  innuendo.  It 
is  just  not  there.  Have  you  read  the  Warren 
Commission  report? 

Q.  Yes,  sir. 

THE  PRESIDENT.  What  ate  you  referring  to? 

Q.  Well,  there  were  portions  in  there 
which  said  the  President  should  not  expose 
himself  unduly. 

THE  PRESIDENT.  There  is  a  matter  of  de- 
gree. No  one  wants  to  endanger  himself 
unduly,  but  the  question  is  this:  When  you 
Stand  in  front  of  a  group  of  80,000  people 
for  37  minutes,  you  are  in  much  greater 
danger  than  you  are  stopping.  None  of  the 
Secret  Service  or  the  FBI  are  worried  about 
a  fellow  shaking  hands. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  I  believe  one  of  the 
recommendations  of  the  Commission  was 
that  your  personal  physician  be  close  to  you 
when  you  are  in  public.  Dr.  Burkley  was 
several  cars  back  in  the  motorcade  when  one 
burst  into  flame.  Will  you  keep  your  own 
doctor  closer  to  you  in  public? 

THE  PRESIDENT.  No,  I  think  that  he  is  kept 
as  close  as  is  necessary,  and  as  is  practicable, 
and  he  is  really  not  guarding  me.  He  is  a 
matter  of  seconds  from  me.  If  he  happens 
to  be  in  the  second  or  third  car,  that  is  ade- 
quate, and  they  think  it  is  adequate.  We 
try  to  put  first  things  first,  and  we  believe 
that  we  are  doing  that. 

There  are  some  parts  of  the  report  that 
interest  me,  and  I  will  quote  them; 

"From  George  Washington  to  John  F. 
Kennedy,  such  journeys  have  been  a  normal 
part  of  the  President's  activities." 
Another  quotation  is: 
"In  all  of  these  roles,  the  President  must 
go  to  the  people.  Exposure  of  the  President 
to  public  view  through  travel  among  the 
people  of  this  country  is  a  great  and  historic 
tradition  of  American  life.  Desired  by  both 
the  President  and  the  public,  it  is  an  indis- 
pensable means  of  communication  between 


the  two." 

Here  is  another  quotation: 

"But  his  very  position  as  representative  of 
the  people  prevents  him  from  effectively 
shielding  himself  from  the  people.  He  can- 
not and  will  not  take  the  precautions  of  a 
dictator  or  a  sovereign.  Under  our  system, 
measures  must  be  sought  to  afford  security 
without  impeding  the  President's  perform- 
ance of  his  many  functions." 

This  is  another  quotation: 

"An  approach  to  complete  security  would 
require  the  President  to  operate  in  a  sort  of 
vacuum,  isolated  from  the  general  public 
and  behind  impregnable  barriers.  His 
travel  would  be  in  secret;  his  public  appear- 
ances would  be  behind  bulletproof  glass." 

Very  frankly,  they  had  "behind  bullet- 
proof glass"  as  a  recommendation  following 
the  Kennedy  assassination.  On  certain  oc- 
casions, when  we  go  over  and  under  certain 
dangerous  places  they  have  outlined  ahead, 
they  try  to  cover  every  one  of  these  trips  with 
dozens  of  men  going  ahead  of  us,  long  be- 
fore you  folks  even  know  what  we  plan. 
Sometimes  they  go  and  examine  places  that 
we  don't  even  go  to,  because  they  think  that 
we  might  go  to  them. 
Quoting  further: 

"Any  travel,  any  contact  with  the  general 
public  involves  a  calculated  risk  on  the  part 
of  the  President  and  the  men  responsible  for 
his  protection.  Some  risks  can  be  lessened 
when  the  President  recognizes  the  security 
problem,  has  confidence  in  the  dedicated 
Secret  Service  men  who  are  ready  to  lay 
down  their  lives  for  him  and  accepts  the 
necessary  security  precautions  which  they 
recommend.  Many  Presidents  have  been 
understandably  impatient  with  the  security 
precautions  which  many  years  of  experience 
dictate  because  these  precautions  reduce  the 
President's  privacy  and  the  access  to  him  of 
the  people  of  the  country.    Nevertheless, 
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the  procedures  and  advice  should  be  accepted 
if  the  President  wishes  to  have  any  security." 

We  have  gone  through  and  analyzed  all 
of  the  pertinent  parts,  and  I  have  read  the 
pertinent  parts  here  to  you  now^.  Since  I 
became  President,  v^e  have  been  following 
them.  It  is  irritating  to  go  in  an  old  car 
that  sometimes  roars  and  you  can't  even  talk 
in  it,  but  if  they  recommend  it,  that  is  what 
we  do. 

None  of  you  need  to  be  worried  about  my 
physical  safety  between  now  and  November. 
I  am  going  to  follow  their  recommendations. 
Of  course,  no  one  can  tell  whether  their 
recommendations  are  best  or  not,  but  I  com- 
ply with  them.  I  had  the  same  people  with 
me  as  Vice  President  when  you  will  re- 
member a  good  many  of  you  complained  in 
columns  and  articles  and  in  four  speeches 
about  having  too  much  protection. 

I  remember  some  Congressmen  got  up 
and  made  speeches  about  having  too  much 
protection,  and  a  waste  of  money,  and  so 
forth.  But  we  follow  what  these  men  do. 
Mr.  Rowley  ^  is  the  head  of  it  and  Mr.  Behn  ^ 
is  the  head  of  the  White  House  detail,  but 
the  man  who  has  been  with  me  many  years, 
and  who  travels  with  me,  and  really  super- 
vises all  of  the  folks  with  us,  is  Mr.  Rufus 
Youngblood.  He  and  I  never  have  a  dif- 
ference of  opinion  or  a  cross  word.  We  are 
very  congenial  and  very  understanding,  and 
his  security  recommendations  are  carried 
out  to  the  letter. 

The  memorandum  that  I  read  you  a  mo- 
ment ago  from  Mr.  Rowley  represents  the 
views  of  the  people  who  really  do  the  actual 
guarding.  It  is  over  his  signature,  but  I 
have  discussed  that  with  him  thoroughly  be- 
cause of  two  or  three  articles  that  were  writ- 
ten along  that  line. 


®  James  J.  Rowley,  Chief  of  the  U.S.  Secret  Service. 
^Gerald  A.  Behn,  head  of  the  White  House  de- 
tail of  the  Secret  Service. 


[i2.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  going  back  to 
the  budget  figures  that  you  read  us,  have 
you  come  to  any  tentative  conclusions  as  to 
whether  or  not  next  year's  budget  can  be 
held  at  this  year's  budget,  or  under  it.f^ 

THE  PRESIDENT.  We  have  given  to  the  de- 
partments certain  guidelines  for  their  ex- 
ploration in  connection  with  their  recom- 
mendations to  us.  We  cannot  finalize  that 
figure  until  (i)  our  task  forces  have  made 
their  reports,  which  will  be  the  latter  part 
of  November,  some  15  task  forces  working 
on  the  program  which  I  will  recommend 
to  the  next  Congress;  and  (2)  until  the 
Budget  Director  and  I  have  a  chance  to  scan 
their  recommendations. 

We  are  anxious  to  keep  the  expenditures 
just  as  low  as  we  possibly  can.  We  recog- 
nize that  we  have  a  growing  population  and 
we  have  growing  needs,  but  we  are  trying, 
as  I  have  said  on  other  occasions,  to  take 
the  things  that  we  are  now  doing,  what  you 
call  the  "haves,"  if  we  think  they  are  un- 
necessary, we  reduce  them  in  every  way  we 
can  in  order  to  give  to  other  new  programs 
for  which  they  now  do  not  have  anything — 
the  "have-nots" — and  we  will  take  from  the 
ones  that  can  be  reduced  over  to  the  ones 
that  need  to  be  started. 

For  instance,  we  reduced  from  regular 
departments  throughout  the  Government — 
Agriculture,  Commerce,  Labor,  HEW,  De- 
fense, and  others — more  than  enough  money 
from  what  they  had  to  finance  our  entire 
poverty  program  which  was  a  so-called 
"have-not"  at  that  time.  We  took  from 
them  and  put  it  over  here. 

I  am  trying  to  follow  the  policy  that  if 
I  am  going  to  have  a  new  venture,  then  I 
have  to  have  some  way  whereby  I  can  find 
the  money  for  that,  rather  than  just  adding 
to  what  we  spend.  I  actually  had  $1  bil- 
lion less  in  our  budget  this  year  than  last 
year.     I  don't  know  how  it  will  run  the 
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coming  year.  We  will  have  to  take  a  look 
at  it.  We  are  working  very  hard  to  keep  it 
as  low  as  possible. 

[^3']  Q'  ^^*  President,  there  has  been 
a  good  deal  of  invective — and  I  use  that 
word — hurled  across  the  landscape  lately 
by  some  candidates  running  for  high  of- 
fice, words  like  "lies"  and  "deceit"  and 
"drift"  and  "defeat"  and  words  along  that 
line.  Aside  from  what  is  read  into  your 
replies  at  formal  speeches,  I  wonder  if  you 
have  anything  to  say  about  that  kind  of  cam- 
paign? 

THE  PRESIDENT.  No.  I  would  refer  you  to 
my  previous  statements  on  my  belief  that 
the  people  are  not  particularly  concerned 
about  my  opinion  of  my  opponent  or  his 
personal  opinion  of  me.  Most  of  them  rec- 
ognize in  campaigns  that  candidates  don't 
spend  their  time  recommending  the  other 
fellow. 

[14.]  Q.  Referring  to  your  statement  of 
taking  from  the  Government  departments 
that  are  involved  and  giving  to  those  that 
are  "have-nots,"  in  the  spirit  of  the  season, 
it  appears  there  is  some  material  question- 
ing whether  you  meant  to  apply  this  to  the 
executive  departments  or  the  country  as  a 
whole,  and  I  thought  you  might  want  to 
clarify  it.    I  think  we  all  understand  it. 

THE  PRESIDENT.  If  there  is  any  confusion, 
eliminate  the  words  "have"  and  "have-nots." 
What  I  mean  to  say,  by  previous  appropria- 
tion of  funds,  where  a  department  has  those 
funds  and  a  new  program  does  not  have 
those  funds,  you  have  to  find  places  where 
you  can  make  savings  if  you  are  to  inaugu- 
rate a  new  program.  You  have  to  get  the 
approval  of  Congress,  and  I  think  that  is  one 
of  the  reasons  we  got  our  poverty  program 
through,  because  we  had  effective  savings 
from  those  departments  that  had  appro- 
priations. So  we  have  something  available 
to  those  "have-nots." 


[15.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  could  you  tell 
us,  sir,  what  the  status  and  the  meaning  are 
of  this  nuclear  treaty  that  Sir  Alec  Douglas- 
Home  and  Senator  Douglas,^  among  others, 
talked  of  in  the  past  few  days? 

THE  PRESIDENT.  There  is  no  secret  of  any 
kind.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  question 
raised  by  one  of  the  candidates  yesterday — 
my  opponent — on  a  train,  was  somewhat  im- 
pulsive. Most  of  you  have  had  these  news 
briefings  and  will  recall  that  back  in  Janu- 
ary I  made  a  public  announcement  on  the 
television  and  radio  networks  of  this  coun- 
try, and  have  said  several  times  at  press  con- 
ferences, that  we  propose  new  agreements 
to  stop  the  spread  of  nuclear  weapons  to 
nations  not  now  possessing  them.  We  put 
forward  that  proposal  publicly  and  officially 
in  Geneva.  All  of  you  know  it  has  been  un- 
der constant  discussion  ever  since. 

I  am  convinced,  as  I  said  in  Seattle,  that 
the  spread  of  nuclear  weapons  is  one  of  the 
great  dangers  to  peace,  and  as  long  as  I 
am  President,  I  shall  continue  to  work  as 
hard  as  I  know  how  to  work  to  seek  agree- 
ments that  will  stop  that  spread. 

Unfortunately,  as  you  know,  and  as  the 
public  record  clearly  shows,  the  Soviet  Union 
so  far  has  refused  to  support  our  proposal 
and,  as  all  the  world  knows,  the  Chinese 
Communists  have  violendy  opposed  any 
nuclear  agreement  of  any  kind. 

So  there  is  no  secret  here.  It  is  simply 
some  more  evidence  that  impulsive  people 
should  probably  get  themselves  properly 
briefed. 

{At  this  point  the  President  again  spo\e  off  the 
record.] 

[16.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  would  you  com- 
ment on  the  failure  to  get  the  medicare  bill, 
and  particularly  whether  it  was  satisfactory 


®  Sir  Alec  Douglas-Home,  Prime  Minister  of  Great 
Britain,  and  Senator  Paul  H.  Douglas  of  Illinois. 
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to  you  that  we  also  failed  to  get  the  social 
security  benefits  increased? 

THE  PRESIDENT.  Wc  regret  that  we  could 
never  get  Congressman  Mills,  the  chairman 
of  the  committee,  and  Congressman  Byrnes, 
the  chairman  of  the  Republican  Policy  Com- 
mittee, and  Congressman  Curtis  to  yield  or 
to  moderate  their  views.^ 

The  Members  reported  to  me  that  there 
was  an  impasse  and  they  just  would  not 
have  any  part  of  a  Senate  proposal  this  year. 
I  did  everything  that  I  could  to  get  it  ac- 
cepted in  the  Senate  and  the  House.  I  had 
many,  many  conferences  with  many,  many 
people.  But  they  felt  that  they  couldn't  get 
agreement  and  they  had  several  meetings 
and  several  votes,  and  like  many  conferences 
they  just  couldn't  agree. 

I  think  Senator  Gore  very  properly  pre- 
sented the  situation  when  he  said  that  it  is 
now  a  matter  that  the  people  of  this  country 
can  pass  judgment  on.  I  hope  that  we  get 
a  mandate  in  November.  There  are  about 
19,700,000,  about  one  out  of  every  10  people, 
who  are  on  social  security,  and  we  think  that 
one  of  the  most  important  domestic  problems 
is  to  provide  some  hospital  and  medical  care 
for  them.  It  does  not  in  any  way  involve 
doctors,  and  we  think  it  is  better  for  the 
individual  and  his  employer  to  provide  that 
by  contributing  to  a  fund  than  to  shovel  it 
out  of  State  funds,  as  you  do  in  other 
programs. 

The  Senate  agrees  with  us,  but  as  is  often 
the  case,  you  have  difficulty  getting  both 
Houses  to  agree  on  the  same  thing  at  the 
same  time.  However,  we  confidently  feel 
that  we  will  find  a  way  to  get  agreement  in 
the  next  session. 

We  are  just  sorry  that  one  of  our  Demo- 
crats agreed  with  two  Republicans.    I  know 


®  The  President  referred  to  Representatives  Wilbur 
D.  Mills  of  Arkansas,  John  W.  Byrnes  of  Wisconsin, 
and  Thomas  B.  Curtis  of  Missouri. 


he  was  sincere  and  I  know  he  thought  he  was 
doing  the  right  thing,  and  men  do  have 
different  opinions. 

[17.]  Q.  Sir,  do  you  think  any  good  can 
ever  come  from  a  situation  in  which  testi- 
mony given  to  the  Warren  Commission  is 
released  to  the  public  by  someone  other  than 
the  Warren  Commission? 

THE  PRESIDENT.  I  would  think  any  matter 
involving  the  testimony  of  the  Warren  Com- 
mission at  this  stage  of  the  game  is  a  proper 
inquiry  for  the  Warren  Commission. 

[18.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  can  you  give  us 
your  view  on  the  suggestion  that  your  ad- 
ministration is  soft  on  communism? 

THE  PRESIDENT.  I  don't  kuow  that  I  want 
to  reply  in  kind  to  the  charge  of  that  nature. 
I  see  in  the  papers — ^that  is  the  only  informa- 
tion that  I  have — the  new  and  frightening 
voice  of  the  Republican  Party  is  merely  try- 
ing out  this  charge  at  the  moment  to  see  if 
it  works.  On  that  basis,  my  own  advice 
would  be  to  drop  it. 

I  also  saw  it  reported  that  he  was  advised 
along  these  lines  by  Mr.  Hoover  and  Mr. 
Nixon,  former  President  Hoover,  but  both 
President  Hoover  and  Vice  President  Nixon 
are  men  I  have  known  for  many  years  and 
have  worked  with  them,  and  I  doubt  very 
much  that  either  of  them  would  make  such 
a  suggestion  about  me  or  about  my  Cabinet 
or  this  administration. 

My  own  belief  is  that  this  sort  of  nonsense 
was  the  product  of  some  third-string  speech 
writer  and  accidentally  got  into  the  public 
print  without  prudent  or  careful  screening. 
As  far  as  I  am  concerned,  I  intend  to  ignore 
it.  I  think  when  the  Republican  candidate 
really  has  a  chance  to  think  about  it  and 
study  it,  he  will  stop  it. 

William  Eaton,  United  Press  Interna- 
tional: Thank  you,  Mr.  President. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  we  all  have  more  ques- 
tions. 
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THE  PRESIDENT.  I  am  surc  that  would  be 
true  if  I  stayed  here  all  day. 


note:  President  Johnson's  thirty-second  news  con- 
ference was  held  in  his  oflSce  at  the  White  House 
at  3:05  p.m.  on  Saturday,  October  3,  1964. 


620    Statement  by  the  President  Reviewing  the  Work  of 
the  88th  Congress.     October  3,  1964 


TODAY  the  88th  Congress  of  the  United 
States  had  its  final  session. 

After  almost  lo  months  of  hard,  pains- 
taking work  its  members  are  going  home. 
Some  will  campaign  for  reelection.  Others 
will  talk  with  the  people  they  serve — learn- 
ing about  their  problems  and  telling  about 
the  work  of  this  Congress. 

They  have  a  wonderful  story  to  tell. 

I  spent  30  years  in  the  United  States  Con- 
gress. I  know  of  no  Congress  that  has  done 
more  for  the  Nation. 

The  majority  of  its  members  have  spent 
long  days  and  many  hours  considering  the 
most  important  needs  of  America.  They 
have  put  aside  private  interest  and  sectional 
interest  to  meet  the  urgent  needs  of  the 
entire  Nation. 

On  many  important  matters,  leaders  have 
worked  together,  submerging  partisan  dif- 
ference in  the  cause  of  building  America  and 
keeping  the  peace. 

Most  Congresses  deserve  praise  if  they  pass 
a  handful  of  major  bills.  This  Congress  has 
passed  more  than  50. 

Most  Congresses  would  find  a  place  in 
history  if  they  made  an  important  contribu- 
tion to  a  single  major  area  of  American  life. 
This  Congress  has  moved  far  ahead  in  half 
a  dozen  areas. 

As  bill  after  bill  has  come  to  my  desk  for 
signature,  I  often  remarked  that  this  Con- 
gress would  be  known  for  that  particular 
piece  of  landmark  legislation. 

I  said  it  would  be  known  as  the  "Educa- 
tion Congress,"  as  the  "Health  Congress," 
as  the  "Conservation  Congress,"  and  then  as 


the  "Full  Prosperity  Congress." 

But  its  accomplishments  are  limited  by 
none  of  these. 

This  is  simply  the  Congress  that  has  done 
more  for  America.  Its  achievements  reach 
into  every  city  and  every  home  of  our  Na- 
tion. It  has  broadened  the  horizons  and 
improved  the  life  of  every  citizen.  And  they 
have  made  the  future  brighter  for  every 
family  in  this  land. 

They  have  done  this  because  they  worked 
at  it — because  they  were  not  afraid  to  tackle 
difficult  problems — because  they  hammered 
out  differences  with  careful  debate — and 
because  most  of  its  members  always  put 
America  first. 

As  a  result  they  have: 

— improved  the  Nation's  economy  and  the 
Nation's  security. 

— improved  the  Nation's  use  of  its  re- 
sources. 

— improved  the  Nation's  education. 

— improved  the  National  health  and  well- 
being. 

— improved  the  Nation's  capacity  to  pro- 
vide equal  opportunity  for  all  its  people. 

There  are  very  few  bills  which  can  truly 
be  called  milestones  in  the  history  of  public 
policy.  There  are  not  many  pieces  of  legis- 
lation which  impart  new  direction  and  force 
to  American  progress.  Often  many  years 
and  many  Congresses  go  by  between  such 
acts. 

This  Congress  has  passed  three  bills  of 
such  shaping  importance. 

One  was  the  tax  cut.  That  bill  will  ulti- 
mately produce  $11  billion  of  increased  pur- 
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chasing  power — putting  it  into  the  hands  of 
American  consumers  to  buy  more  of  the 
things  they  need.  It  will  help  create  more 
than  2  million  jobs.  And  it  has  already 
given  the  economy  a  substantial  upward  lift. 
It  represents  almost  the  first  successful  effort 
to  use  fiscal  policy  to  prevent  a  recession  be- 
fore it  started,  and  to  make  a  growing  econ- 
omy grow  even  faster. 

A  second  was  the  poverty  bill — the  Eco- 
nomic Opportunity  Act  of  1964.  This  was 
our  country's  declaration  of  war  on  pov- 
erty. It  expressed  our  national  determina- 
tion to  eliminate  poverty  for  the  first  time 
in  the  history  of  any  nation.  It  does  this, 
not  through  charity  or  handouts,  but  by  at- 
tacking the  poor  health,  the  poor  education, 
the  poor  homes  which  are  the  cause  of  pov- 
erty. Its  aim  is  to  help  people  lift  them- 
selves from  the  ranks  of  the  poor. 

A  third  was  our  civil  rights  bill.  This 
bill  was  supported  by  the  leaders  of  both 
parties  in  both  houses  of  Congress,  and  by 
the  majority  of  Members  from  each  party. 
It  represents  a  fundamental  American  com- 
mitment to  ensure  all  our  people  their  full 
constitutional  rights,  and  equal  opportunity 
to  share  in  the  blessing  of  American  life. 

These  bills  alone  would  make  this  a  Con- 
gress to  be  long  remembered. 

But  this  Congress  also  took  enormous 
strides  forward  in  several  areas  of  urgent 
concern  to  all  Americans. 

The  first  was  education.  It  enacted  five 
major  pieces  of  education  legislation.  A 
Higher  Education  Facilities  Act  will  help 
our  colleges  construct  the  facilities  they  need 
to  meet  a  growing  demand  for  knowledge. 
The  expansion  of  the  National  Defense  Edu- 
cation Act  will  allow  more  of  our  young 
people — ^through  fellowships,  grants,  and 
loans — ^to  go  to  college  on  the  basis  of  abil- 
ity rather  than  income.    Other  legislation 


will  train  more  workers  in  new  skills,  more 
doctors  tor  growing  population,  more  expert 
teachers  for  our  young. 

The  second  area  was  the  protection  and 
development  of  our  natural  resources.  This 
Congress  passed  more  than  30  measures  to 
preserve  the  natural  abundance  which  God 
has  granted  this  Nation. 

Among  the  highlights  was  the  wilderness 
bill  to  set  aside  threatened  areas  of  natural 
beauty  so  that  our  children  might  enjoy 
them  as  we  have. 

— a  Land  and  Water  Conservation  Fund 
Act — to  help  cities  and  towns  create  areas 
for  recreation  and  the  enjoyment  of  nature. 

— dozens  of  new  national  park  areas,  four 
national  seashores,  a  bill  providing  for  re- 
search into  ways  to  meet  our  exploding 
need  for  water. 

The  third  area  was  the  health  and  well- 
being  of  our  people. 

One  bill  attacks  the  growing  pollution  of 
the  air  we  breathe.  Another  makes  our  first 
large  scale  effort  to  help  parents  prevent 
mental  retardation,  or  care  for  children  al- 
ready retarded. 

We  have  provided  for  the  training  of 
nurses  and  doctors,  increased  construction 
of  hospitals,  new  research  into  basic  diseases 
and  afflictions — such  as  heart  and  cancer — 
which  menace  the  well-being  of  all  our 
people. 

These  are  some  of  the  major  areas.  But 
hardly  any  important  aspect  of  American 
life  has  been  left  untouched. 

In  our  cities  new  legislation  attacks  the 
problems  of  mass  transportation  and  the 
need  for  better  housing. 

Among  the  underprivileged  a  new  food 
stamp  program  helps  ensure  that  none  go 
hungry  in  a  land  bulging  with  food  sur- 
pluses. 

Among  our  farmers  new  feed  grain  and 
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commodity  programs  help  ensure  that  those 
who  feed  the  Nation  will  get  a  fair  reward 
for  their  labor. 

Among  those  who  serve  the  Nation  a 
military  and  civilian  pay  bill  has  helped 
soldiers  and  Government  employees  keep 
pace  with  the  rising  cost  of  living — and 
made  it  more  possible  to  attract  the  best 
talent  to  the  ajBEairs  of  the  Nation. 

These  are  some  of  the  highlights  of  one 
of  the  most  productive  Congresses  in  Ameri- 
can history. 

But  no  story  of  this  Congress  would  be 
complete  without  praise  for  a  monumental 
product  of  bipartisan  statesmanship — the 
treaty  banning  nuclear  tests  in  the  atmos- 


phere. This  single  act  virtually  ended  the 
radioactive  poisoning  of  the  atmosphere — 
a  threat  to  the  health  of  every  child  on 
earth — and  brought  the  world  one  step  closer 
to  lasting  peace. 

The  majority  of  the  members  of  the  88th 
Congress  have  supported  much  of  this  pro- 
gressive legislation.  They  have  acted  wisely 
and  after  careful  consideration.  They  have 
been  selfless  and  untiring — compassionate 
and  constructive — resolute  and  unafraid — 
alert  to  the  needs  of  all  the  people. 

They  have  served  their  Nation  well. 

And  a  grateful  Nation  is  proud  of  what 
they  have  done. 


621     Statement  by  the  President  Announcing  a  Change 
in  the  Foreign  Service.     October  3,  1964 


I  AM  PLEASED  to  announce  an  action 
taken  by  the  Secretary  of  State  and  the  Di- 
rector of  the  United  States  Information 
Agency  which  will  do  much  to  provide  the 
United  States  with  a  more  flexible  and  effec- 
tive Foreign  Service. 

Under  the  new  arrangement,  the  vast 
majority  of  USIA  career  Foreign  Service 
officers  will  become  an  integral  part  of  the 
Foreign  Service.  Affected  will  be  almost  900 
officers  now  working  for  the  Information 
Agency.    The  arrangement  will: 

1.  Provide  a  single  pool  of  carefully  se- 
lected, highly  trained  talent  from  which  both 
agencies  may  draw  to  fill  key  posts. 

2.  Increase  substantially  the  efficiency  and 
the  flexibility  of  those  personnel  available  to 
represent  the  United  States  abroad. 

3.  Permit  a  greater  exchange  of  personnel 
between  State  and  USIA,  thus  insuring  that 
our  officers  acquire  the  wide  range  of  experi- 


ence and  contacts  so  vitally  necessary  to  the 
effective  conduct  of  foreign  policy. 

4.  Meet  recommendations  of  the  Herter 
Committee,  the  Advisory  Commission  on 
Information,  and  various  other  study  groups 
that  USIA  career  officers  be  given  the  same 
rights  and  perquisites  and  be  subjected  to 
the  same  stringent  judgment  of  perform- 
ance as  personnel  already  in  the  Foreign 
Service. 

5.  Increase  greatly  the  already  high  level 
of  cooperation  and  joint  planning  between 
State  and  USIA. 

In  my  opinion,  this  action,  which  I  whole- 
heartedly endorse,  is  a  major  step  forward 
in  our  constant  efforts  to  improve  the  effi- 
ciency of  the  Foreign  Service  of  the  United 
States — a  Service  that  is  vitally  necessary  in 
an  era  when  the  burdens  of  world  leadership 
are  heavy  upon  us. 
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622    Remarks  to  a  Group  of  College  Student  Leaders. 
October  3,  1964 


I  DIDN'T  realize  until  I  heard  your  ap- 
plause what  a  wonderful  speaker  Bill  Wirtz 
was. 

My  older  daughter  who  came  in  with  us, 
who  is  really  my  "college  authority  in  resi- 
dence," gave  me  a  good  many  instructions 
about  what  to  say  to  you  today.  She  said, 
"Now  Daddy,  don't  give  them  your  usual 
stuff.  Don't  tell  them  how  well  the  economy 
is  doing  because  after  this  trip  to  Washing- 
ton they  are  all  going  to  be  broke,  any- 
way. And  don't  talk  about  the  beauties  of 
frugality  because  those  of  us  living  on  col- 
lege allowances  already  know  all  about 
frugality." 

She  did  say  that  I  could  leave  the  lights  on 
until  it  gets  dark  tonight. 

I  am  sure  that  you  have  been  told  already 
that  this  is  a  nonpolitical  meeting.  I  can't 
tell  you  to  cast  your  first  vote  for  the  Demo- 
crats, and  I  absolutely  refuse  to  misguide 
you  in  any  other  direction. 

I  try  to  be  nonpartisan;  as  evidence  of  it 
my  Secretary  of  State  is  a  Democrat,  my 
Secretary  of  Defense  is  a  Republican,  or 
was,  and  it  may  be  weighed  a  litde  bit,  one 
way  or  the  other.  Secretary  Wirtz  is  a 
Democrat,  too. 

I  want  to  welcome  you  warmly  to  the 
White  House  this  afternoon. 

Our  country  very  much  needs  the  influ- 
ence of  this  young  generation.  I  have  read 
the  tags  often  applied  to  your  age  group, 
the  "quiet  generation,"  the  "apathetic  gen- 
eration," the  "cool  cookies,"  the  "security 
chasers,  interested  only  in  sports  cars,  a 
split-level,  and  an  annuity." 

But  I  am  not  really  impressed  by  those 
statements  because  I  just  don't  believe  in 
labels. 


I  know  too  many  young  people  dedicated 
to  goals  beyond  the  pursuit  of  mere  self- 
interest.  I  have  met  hundreds  of  them 
throughout  the  world  that  are  now  giving 
dedicated  service  in  the  Peace  Corps.  Thou- 
sands more  have  written  to  me  since  I  have 
been  President  saying  that  they  intend  to 
volunteer  for  the  war  on  poverty,  or  volun- 
teer in  dozens  of  other  ways  to  help  our 
country  and  our  Government,  and  to  help 
make  our  communities  more  humane  cen- 
ters of  living. 

As  a  matter  of  fact,  I  believe  that  it  would 
be  appropriate  to  say  that  yours  is  the  "vol- 
unteer generation."  You  seem  ready  and 
eager  to  take  on  the  tasks  which  call  for  a 
real  personal  sacrifice. 

This  country  needs  those  virtues.  We 
need  your  boundless  energy.  We  need  your 
curiosity — your  inquisitive  minds  about 
every  aspect  of  our  living.  We  need  your 
belief  that  the  impossible  is  only  a  little  more 
difficult  to  do;  your  sophistication  which  tells 
us  to  be  hardheaded  and  your  generous 
instincts  which  tell  us  that  mere  sophisti- 
cation is  not  enough. 

You  were  born  to  the  hangover  of  a  de- 
pression and  a  World  War.  If  you  think 
your  elders  did  not  do  so  well  themselves  you 
certainly  have  reasons  for  it.  And  your 
time  to  do  something  about  it  is  on  its  way, 
it's  coming. 

As  you  know  so  well,  freedom  is  never  a 
static  doctrine.  Freedom  is  an  active,  dy- 
namic, rolling  credo. 

The  basic  meaning  of  freedom  remains  the 
same  but  the  specific  techniques  to  protect 
it  and  to  advance  it  vary  with  the  needs  of 
a  changing  America  and  a  changing  world. 

Thoughtful  Americans — Republicans  and 
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Democrats — ^years  ago  came  to  substantial 
agreement  on  the  demands  of  freedom  in 
that  day. 

We  followed  their  prescription  and  we 
built  a  mighty  Nation— it  is  bursting  with 
opportunity. 

History  hurried  on.  We  became  a  highly 
industrialized,  highly  urbanized  society. 
Then,  that  new  society  was  swept  into  a 
world  that  was  tossed  by  revolutionary  forces 
and  operating  under  the  awesome  fact  of 
nuclear  power. 

Once  again  thoughtful  men,  without  re- 
gard to  any  political  party,  came  to  sub- 
stantial agreement  on  the  needs  of  freedom. 

Able  leaders,  whether  the  Republican, 
Theodore  Roosevelt,  or  the  Democrat, 
Woodrow  Wilson,  pointed  to  the  bedrock 
fact:  In  an  increasingly  complex  Nation, 
greater  activity  of  Government  and  more 
social-minded  attitudes  of  all  private  insti- 
tutions were  needed  to  protect  the  genuine 
freedom  of  the  individual. 

In  foreign  affairs  able  leaders— whether 
the  Democrats,  Franklin  Delano  Roosevelt, 
Harry  Truman,  or  John  Kennedy— whether 
the  Republicans,  Arthur  Vandenberg,  Wen- 
dell Willkie,  or  Dwight  Eisenhower — 
pointed  to  a  similar  bedrock  fact:  In  a  nu- 
clear world  the  security  of  freedom  requires 
great  and  infinite  patience — ^patience  with 
the  stubborn  realities  of  the  pursuit  of  peace 
and  requires  great  caution  to  avoid  even  the 
appearance  of  a  foreign  policy  of  bluster. 

These  changing  techniques  in  American 
freedom,  conceived  and  executed  by  so  broad 
a  consensus  of  our  national  leadership,  have 
been  remarkably  effective. 

At  home  and  abroad  we  have  not  only 
protected  freedom,  we  have  steadily  ex- 
panded it.  I  genuinely  believe  that  rather 
than  giving  up  freedom  we  are  acquiring 
more  of  it,  both  in  the  world  and  at  home. 


I  believe  there  is  more  freedom  in  the 
other  nations  today  than  there  was  when  I 
was  your  age,  for  the  individual  citizens  of 
those  nations. 

I  sincerely  and  genuinely  believe  that  I 
have  more  freedom  today  than  I  had  when 
I  was  your  age. 

A  genuinely  free  society  cannot  be  a  spec- 
tator society.  And  this  is  my  real  message  to 
you. 

Freedom,  in  its  deepest  sense,  requires 
participation.  It  requires  full  and  zestful, 
knowledgeable  participation. 

Toward  that  end,  I  have  today  established 
a  new  program  entitled  "The  White  House 
Fellows." 

The  purpose  of  the  program  is  to  give  the 
Fellows  first-hand,  high-level  experience 
with  the  workings  of  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment and  to  increase  their  sense  of  participa- 
tion in  our  national  affairs. 

The  Fellows  will  be  younger  men  and 
women,  aged  23  to  35,  chosen  from  business 
and  law,  journalism,  the  universities,  archi- 
tecture, and  other  occupations.  Each  will 
have  demonstrated  high  moral  character, 
exceptional  ability,  marked  leadership  quali- 
ties, and  unusual  promise  of  future  develop- 
ment. 

There  will  be  15  White  House  Fellows 
and  they  will  serve  for  15  months.  One 
Fellow  will  be  assigned  to  the  oflSce  of  the 
Vice  President;  one  to  each  Cabinet  officer; 
and  four  as  members  of  the  White  House 
staff.  In  addition  to  their  daily  work,  the 
Fellows  will  take  part  in  seminars  and  other 
activities  that  are  especially  planned  to  ad- 
vance the  purposes  of  this  program. 

The  Fellows  will  be  named  by  the  Presi- 
dent on  the  recommendation  of  a  distin- 
guished Commission  on  White  House  Fel- 
lows that  will  be  headed  by  Mr.  David 
Rockefeller. 
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Some  of  the  members  of  the  Commission, 
I  am  very  happy  to  say,  are  here  with  us, 
and  if  I  could,  I  would  like  to  take  a  moment 
to  present  them  if  they  have  not  left: 

Mr.  James  Carey,  president  of  the  Electri- 
cal, Radio  and  Machine  Workers. 

Dr.  William  Friday,  president  of  the 
University  of  North  Carolina.  He  is  not 
only  going  to  do  this  job  for  us,  but  I  have  a 
litde  secret  in  store  for  him.  We  are  getting 
ready  to  borrow  one  of  his  best  men  for  our 
poverty  program.^ 

Mr.  John  Gardner,  president  of  the 
Carnegie  Foundation. 

Mr.  Francis  Keppel,  United  States  Com- 
missioner of  Education. 

Mr.  John  Macy,  Chairman  of  the  United 
States  Civil  Service  Commission. 

Dr.  Harry  Ransom,  chancellor  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Texas. 

Other  eminent  Americans  who  will  serve 
on  the  Commission  but  who  cannot  be  pres- 
ent tonight  are: 

Dr.  Ernest  C.  Arbuckle,  dean  of  the  Grad- 
uate School  of  Business  at  Stanford  Univer- 
sity. 

Judge  William  Hastie  of  the  Third  U.S. 
Circuit  Court  of  Appeals. 

Mr.  John  Oakes,  editor  of  the  New  York 
Times. 

Senator  Margaret  Chase  Smith  of  Maine. 

Dr.  O.  Meredith  Wilson,  president  of  the 
University  of  Minnesota. 

The  program  of  the  White  House  Fellows 
is  being  financially  supported  by  the  Carnegie 
Foundation  headed  by  Mr.  John  Gardner. 

I  hope  that  I  will  be  seeing  some  of  you 
again  when  you  come  here  as  White  House 
Fellows.    I  am  not  recommending  anyone 


specifically,  but  I  do  hope  the  judges  will 
take  judicial  notice  of  my  observation.^ 

One  of  the  most  satisfying  jobs  of  my 
life  was  when  I  was  at  the  age  of  27,  when 
President  Roosevelt  asked  me  to  head  the 
National  Youth  Administration  in  Texas. 
The  job  was  so  satisfying  because  I  and  the 
other  young  people  working  with  me — and 
the  30,000  young  people  we  were  trying  to 
work  with  and  help — knew  that  we  were 
part  of  what  FDR  and  his  associates  were 
doing  in  Washington. 

A  hundred  years  from  now  when  histo- 
rians look  back  on  the  Johnson  administra- 
tion, I  hope  very  much  that  they  will  be  able 
to  say:  There,  once  again,  was  an  era  when 
the  young  men  and  the  young  women  of 
America  and  their  Government  really  be- 
longed to  each  other — belonged  to  each 
other  in  fact  and  belonged  to  each  other  in 
spirit. 

We  are  so  happy  to  welcome  you  here 
today.  We  hope  this  has  been  an  eventful 
experience  for  you.  We  look  forward  to 
having  you  back  sometime. 

Thank  you. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  6:05  p.m.  in  the 
East  Room  at  the  White  House  to  some  230  college 


^On  October  22  the  White  House  announced 
that  the  President  had  named  Dr.  Otis  A.  Singletary, 
chancellor  of  the  University  of  North  Carolina,  at 
Greensboro,  as  Director  of  the  Job  Corps  in  the 
Office  of  Economic  Opportunity. 


^On  November  25  the  President  announced  an 
intensive,  nationwide  search  for  the  15  ablest  young 
men  and  women  with  a  talent  for  leadership.  The 
White  House  release  containing  the  President's  an- 
nouncement stated  that  more  than  3,000  applica- 
tions under  the  White  House  Fellows  Program  had 
already  been  received.  The  release  further  stated 
that  the  President  expected  civic,  professional,  aca- 
demic, and  business  leaders  would  make  further 
nominations,  so  that  the  Rockefeller  Commission 
would  have  before  it  the  names  of  the  most  prom- 
ising   young    leaders    in    the    Nation. 

The  release  added  that  the  Fellows  selected  would 
participate  in  an  intensive  orientation  program  con- 
ducted by  the  Brookings  Institution,  and  that 
seminars  and  discussions  with  leaders  in  Govern- 
ment, business,  labor,  and  the  professions  would 
allow  them  to  explore  in  depth  the  major  policy 
problems  and  public  issues  which  affect  the  Na- 
tional Government. 
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students  from  across  the  country.  In  his  opening 
remarks  he  referred  to  Secretary  of  Labor  W.  Wil- 
lard  Wirtz.  Later  he  referred  to,  among  others, 
David  Rockefeller,  president  of  the  Chase  Man- 
hattan Bank  in  New  York. 

During  the  political  campaign  a  Student  Body 
President's  National  Advisory  Committee  was  formed 
to  work  for  the  President's  election  at  colleges 
throughout  the  Nation.  On  November  i  a  White 
House  release  stated  that  the  President  welcomed 


the  support  of  this  group  and  that  he  had  been 
particularly  pleased  with  the  enthusiasm  of  young 
people  for  his  program.  The  release  listed  the 
names  of  the  91  members  of  the  Committee,  some 
of  them  "former  Republicans,"  and  stated  that  they 
had  worked  to  keep  the  President  as  well  as  State 
and  National  Democratic  Party  officials  abreast  of 
political  sentiment  on  college  campuses  through- 
out the  Nation. 


623    Remarks  of  Welcome  at  the  White  House  to  President 
Macapagal  of  the  PhiUppines.     October  5,  1964 


Mr.  President: 

For  the  American  people  and  for  myself, 
may  I  say  welcome  to  this  land  and  to  this 
city. 

Our  country  is  honored  for  you  because 
you  come  representing  a  people  that  Ameri- 
cans honor  greatly. 

The  United  States  enjoys  friendship  with 
many  nations,  but  with  your  nation,  Mr. 
President,  there  is  and  there  always  will  be 
a  special  friendship,  a  special  quality  of 
understanding  between  us. 

Our  nations  grew  up  together.  We  fought 
together  for  common  beliefs.  We  work  to- 
gether today  for  common  goals.  Our  eyes 
are  on  the  future  but  our  hearts  will  never 
forget  the  past. 

A  part  of  the  soul  of  America  remains 
forever  on  Bataan  and  Corregidor.  Our 
sons  and  your  sons  died  together  there  so 
that  we  might  stand  together  here  in  inde- 
pendence and  in  freedom. 

We  have  peace  and  we  prize  it,  but  we 
prize  freedom  and  honor  more.  If  any  break 
the  peace  and  attack  freedom,  we  are  pre- 
pared and  ready  to  give  firm  and  appropriate 
reply. 

We  shall  remember  always  the  price  that 
free  men  once  paid  in  the  Pacific  for  doing 
too  litde  too  late.  We  are  determined  that 
those  words  shall  never  be  heard  from  free 
men  again. 


Ten  years  ago  in  Manila,  the  Southeast 
Asia  Treaty  Organization  was  formed.  On 
that  cornerstone  the  cause  of  freedom  stands 
in  southeast  Asia  and  the  United  States 
stands  steadfastly  in  its  support. 

Mr.  President,  the  success  of  your  dynamic 
democracy  shows  to  all  that  freedom  is  the 
wave  of  the  future  for  Asia  and  for  all  the 
nations  that  rim  the  vast  Pacific. 

The  honor  is  ours  today  to  have  you  here 
with  us. 

In  this  house  and  wherever  you  go  in  this 
land,  you  will  find  the  affection  and  the 
warmth  of  a  nation  that  regards  with  great 
warmth  and  deep  affection  your  nation  and 
all  of  your  people. 

Thank  you. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  11:49  a.m.  on  the 
South  Lawn  at  the  White  House  where  President 
Diosdado  P.  Macapagal  was  given  a  formal  welcome 
with  full  military  honors.  President  Macapagal 
responded  as  follows: 
Mr.  President: 

From  the  bottom  of  my  heart,  I  thank  you  for  the 
warmth  and  graciousness  of  your  welcome  and 
for  the  generous  words  that  you  have  uttered  about 
my  country  and  the  relations  between  us* 

I  am  certain  that  the  sentiments  that  you  have 
expressed  are  fully  appreciated  and  reciprocated  by 
our  people. 

I  come  to  the  United  States  of  America  as  Presi- 
dent of  the  Philippines  in  response  to  an  invitation 
extended  to  me  by  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
His  Excellency  Lyndon  Johnson. 

I  am  profoundly  aware  of  the  honor  of  the  invita- 
tion, and  I  am  here  to  renew  the  friendship  between 
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my  country  and  the  United  States.  That  friendship 
has  a  long  history. 

As  the  representative  of  the  FiUpino  people,  I  am 
proud  to  reaflSrm  the  honorable  auspices  of  that 
amity.  It  is  based  on  a  common  commitment  to 
ideals  that  have  been  sustained  and  mutually  aflErmed 
by  our  two  peoples  in  the  ordeal  of  crucial  struggles 
to  maintain  peace  and  to  uphold  freedom. 

This  common  commitment,  Mr.  President,  v^e 
have  reaffirmed  in  war.  I  consider  it  my  distinct 
privilege  in  behalf  of  my  people  now  to  reassure 


Its  contmuity  m  peace. 

Mr.  President,  as  I  present  the  greetings  of  the 
Filipino  people  to  you  who  symbolizes  the  authority 
of  the  American  people,  I  also  wish  in  my  people's 
name  to  pay  homage  of  respect  to  the  obelisk  v/e 
see  from  this  impressive  White  House  Lawn  be- 
cause, to  us  in  the  Philippines,  George  Washington 
epitomizes  the  idea  of  freedom  that  is  the  ram- 
part of  this  great  democratic  country  and  the  guid- 
ing inspiration  of  our  history  as  a  people. 

Thank  you. 


624    Statement  by  the  President  on  the  New  Labor  Contracts 
in  the  Automobile  Industry.     October  5,  1964 


I  AM  PLEASED  that  the  General  Motors 
strike  is  settled  and  the  Big  Three  o£  the 
auto  industry  and  the  United  Auto  Workers 
have  now  reached  agreement. 

I  am  also  pleased  with  the  announcements 
that  the  1965  models  will  sell  at  the  same 
prices  as  this  year's.  Stable  automobile  prices 
have  helped  auto  sales  reach  their  present 
record  levels  and  have  helped  the  country 
achieve  its  fine  record  of  price  stability. 

1.  While  the  auto  setdement  was  a  gener- 
ous one,  it  must  be  judged  in  the  context  of 
the  auto  industry's  very  high  profits  arising 
from  higher  sales,  lower  costs  and  taxes,  and 
very  high  productivity  combined  with  main- 
tained prices. 

2.  Both  labor  and  management  realize  the 
unique  nature  of  the  auto  setdement.  I  ex- 
pect that  other  industries  with  profits  be- 
low the  high  level  in  autos  will  not  use  the 
auto  settlement  as  a  pattern. 

3.  In  recent  years  the  United  States  has 
had  the  best  record  of  price  and  cost  stability 
of  any  industrial  country  in  the  world. 


4.  Business,  labor,  and  Government  have 
shown  more  awareness  of  the  importance 
of  price  stability — in  keeping  America  com- 
petitive and  sustaining  our  record-breaking 
economic  expansion. 

5.  The  price-wage  guideposts  have  con- 
tributed to  this  awareness,  by  providing  a 
standard  for  judging  whether  price  and  wage 
decisions  are  in  the  public  interest.  Respon- 
sible business  and  labor  leaders  want  to  con- 
sider the  public  interest  in  making  their 
own  decisions. 

6.  The  guideposts  continue  to  represent  a 
sound  standard  for  noninflationary  wage  and 
price  decisions. 

7.  We  expect  that  the  record  for  all  wage 
setdements  for  1964  will  show  an  average 
reasonably  close  to  the  guidepost  levels. 

8.  We  know  that  a  new  round  of  infla- 
tion could  erode  our  export  surplus  and  un- 
dermine our  great  expansion.  All  of  us 
have  a  vital  interest  in  maintaining  price- 
wage  stability. 
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625    Message  to  the  Second  Conference  of  Nonaligned  Nations 
Meeting  in  Cairo.     October  5,  1964 


PEACE  in  our  troubled  world  is  the  hope 
of  all  men  of  good  will.  All  governments 
that  would  faithfully  serve  their  people,  that 
would  strive  to  realize  their  dreams,  must 
have  the  unwavering  quest  of  peace  as  a 
primary  concern.  So  the  delegations  gath- 
ered in  Cairo  have  an  opportunity  in  their 
deliberations  to  help  advance  this  great 
common  cause  of  mankind. 

You  have  recognized  this  opportunity — 
and  this  challenge — by  making  the  safe- 
guarding and  the  strengthening  of  world 
peace  your  first  order  of  business.  Every 
positive  step  taken  to  settle  international 
disputes  peacefully — or  to  eliminate  their 
causes  before  they  reach  crisis  proportions — 
brings  us  all  closer  to  the  goal  we  share. 

As  you  all  know,  the  United  States  has 
been  in  the  forefront  of  those  seeking  to 
strengthen  world  peace  through  sensible 
and  safeguarded  measures  of  disarmament. 
We  pledge  ourselves  anew  to  this  great  task. 

The  United  States  enjoys  friendly  rela- 
tions with  nearly  all  nations  represented  at 
your  conference.  The  United  States  shares 
with  all  your  peoples  the  same  basic  values 
and  aspirations — ^for  human  rights  and  the 
dignity  of  the  individual,  for  freedom  from 
all  forms  of  exploitation  or  domination  by 
outside  forces,  for  the  right  of  each  nation, 
in  every  area  of  the  world,  to  develop  politi- 
cal and  economic  systems  of  its  own  choos- 
ing, and  to  realize  its  own  dreams  in  its  own 
way. 

Unfortunately,  these  legitimate  national 
aspirations  are  still  denied  to  many  peoples. 
Unfortunately,  aggression  often  masks  itself 
in  new  forms  of  imperialism  while  attacking 
the  imperialism  of  the  past.  Unfortunately, 
the  centuries-old  problems  of  poverty,  illness. 


and  illiteracy  continue  to  afflict  a  high  per- 
centage of  the  human  race. 

The  United  States  has  joined  with  most 
of  you  in  the  past  in  trying  to  deal  with 
these  difficult  and  complicated  problems  by 
peaceful  means.  We  hope  to  continue  and 
expand  this  cooperation. 

A  year  ago  this  week,  one  of  our  most 
important  accomplishments — the  Nuclear 
Test  Ban  Treaty — ^went  into  effect.  We 
Americans  are  proud  of  the  role  that  Presi- 
dent Kennedy  and  the  United  States  Govern- 
ment played  in  obtaining  that  treaty.  It  was 
a  great  step  forward — but  it  was  not  enough. 
We  will  not  be  satisfied  until  the  awesome 
power  of  the  atom  is  harnessed  for  peace 
alone,  and  men  can  live  out  their  lives  with 
assurance  that  they  will  not  be  suddenly 
obliterated  in  the  night. 

John  F.  Kennedy  is  no  longer  with  us. 
We  mourn  his  loss,  and  work  to  make  real 
his  dreams  for  a  better  world.  Another 
great  peacemaker,  Jawaharlal  Nehru,  has 
also  been  taken  from  us,  but  his  visions  for 
a  better  world  were  never  more  alive. 

We  Americans  live  in  a  diversified  society. 
We  are  a  nation  of  many  minority  groups — 
from  almost  every  land.  For  this  reason,  we 
cherish  as  a  guiding  principle  the  right  of 
men  and  of  groups  to  hold  diverse  views  so 
long,  of  course,  as  the  expression  of  those 
views  does  not  interfere  with  the  security  or 
the  welfare  of  others. 

We  defend  that  principle  among  ourselves. 
We  support  and  respect  its  application  in  our 
relations  with  all  responsible  governments. 

Finally,  we  greet  you  as  fellow  members 
of  the  United  Nations,  which  has  done  so 
much  to  guard  the  peace  and  to  point  the 
way  to  a  better  world  order.    There  we  join 
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together  in  a  parliament  in  which  the  strong 
and  the  weak,  the  rich  and  the  less  prosper- 
ous, the  old  and  the  new  nations  share  the 
floor,  the  platform,  and  the  responsibility  in 
common   cause.     These   are   rights   to    be 


cherished  by  us  all  as  we  sustain  and 
strengthen  our  organization  to  better  serve 
us  all  this  year,  next  year,  and  into  our 
common  future. 


626    Toasts  of  the  President  and  President  Macapagal. 
October  5,  1964 


Mr,  President,  Mrs.  Macapagal,  distin- 
guished guests: 

This  house  of  the  American  people  is 
honored  tonight  by  the  presence  of  the  Presi- 
dent and  the  First  Lady  of  a  land  that 
Americans  love — the  Republic  of  the  Phil- 
ippines. 

Ten  months  ago,  Mr.  President,  you  came 
on  a  mission  of  sorrow  to  the  funeral  of 
our  beloved  President  John  F.  Kennedy. 
All  Americans  are  grateful  to  you  for  that 
moving  gesture. 

We  are  proud  that  you  have  returned  to- 
night under  happier  circumstances  on  a  mis- 
sion of  friendship. 

When  we  first  met  in  Manila,  our  guest 
and  I  were  both  Vice  Presidents.  He  has 
since  succeeded  in  being  elected  President 
and,  needless  to  say,  I  find  that  example 
commendable  tonight. 

As  we  all  know,  our  guest's  election  to 
his  nation's  highest  office  has  opened  a  new 
era  in  the  Philippines.  To  his  people's 
courage  and  devotion  to  freedom,  the  Presi- 
dent is  adding  a  new  dimension  of  responsi- 
ble statesmanship.  He  has  been  unremitting 
in  his  efforts  to  bring  about  Asian  solutions 
to  problems  that  threaten  conflict  among 
Asian  nations. 

In  your  land  and  in  mine,  Mr.  President, 
new  generations  are  at  the  helm.  In  all  free 
nations,  new  generations  are  on  the  thresh- 
old of  leadership.  These  new  generations 
must  test  the  ties  among  free  allies  and  must 


judge  for  themselves  their  value  and  their 
strength,  but  I  have  no  doubt  what  that  de- 
cision will  be. 

Those  ideals  which  inspired  so  many  peo- 
ple to  reach  for  independence  are  not  West- 
ern values  or  Asian  values.  They  are 
abiding  human  values. 

The  worth  of  those  values  is  eternal. 

Our  mutual  devotion  to  them  will  be 
everlasting. 

If  freedom  is  to  stand  strong,  free  men 
must  be  devoted  to  strength,  must  be  de- 
voted to  social  justice,  to  the  dignity  of  the 
individual,  and  to  the  love  of  peace. 

On  these  principles  the  Philippines  have 
risen  from  the  ruins  of  war  to  build  an  econ- 
omy offering  the  people  one  of  the  highest 
standards  of  living  in  all  Asia.  That  econ- 
omy is  built  on  the  foundation  of  free  enter- 
prise and  on  the  foundation  of  private 
initiative. 

The  example  of  the  Philippines  shines  to 
all  nations  seeking  economic  and  social 
progress  with  freedom  for  the  individual. 

Mr.  President,  the  Philippines  have  also 
been  in  the  forefront  of  the  fight  against 
external  challenge  to  the  freedom  that  we 
so  cherish. 

You  have  met  and  you  have  defeated  Com- 
munist subversion  in  the  Philippines  itself. 

You  were  founder  members  of  the 
SEATO  alliance.  You  have  extended  a 
helping  hand  to  Laos  and  Viet-Nam  as  they 
resist  the  common  peril. 
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Tonight,  the  independence  of  free  men 
is  nowhere  more  threatened  than  in  south- 
east Asia.  So,  I  was  gready  heartened  when 
you  told  me  personally  this  afternoon  of  your 
purpose  to  do  all  that  you  can  to  help  meet 
this  challenge. 

In  turn,  I  pledge  again  the  full  and  con- 
tinuing support  of  the  United  States  to  the 
Philippine  Republic  and  to  other  like- 
minded  and  true  friends. 

None  can  know  just  how  long  the  fight 
for  freedom  in  southeast  Asia  will  take,  but 
we  of  the  United  States  are  resolved  not  to 
falter  or  to  grow  weary  in  the  struggle. 

Our  constant  and  continuing  hope  is  that 
around  the  realm  of  the  great  ocean  named 
for  peace  there  will  grow  a  great  community 
of  peace.  Our  effort  is  directed  toward 
building  such  a  community  where  free  men 
can  trade  together,  where  free  men  can  work 
together  and  prosper  together  in  freedom,  in 
peace,  without  war. 

In  the  creation  of  such  a  community,  the 
Philippines  serve  as  a  valuable  bridge  of  un- 
derstanding between  the  East  and  the  West. 

We  are  so  happy  to  have  the  distinguished 
Ambassador  from  your  country  in  our  house 
tonight.  We  honor  him  and  have  deep  af- 
fection for  him. 

We  are  also  delighted  to  have  our  own 
Ambassador,  Ambassador  Blair,  return  here 
with  you.  We  think  highly  of  him,  and 
we  hope  that  he  enjoys  his  visit  in  your 
country. 

So,  Mr.  President,  we  receive  you  in  this 
country  as  the  representative  of  an  old  and 
very  valued  ally. 

But  we  welcome  you  even  more  as  the 
leader  of  the  new  Philippines  and  as  a  new 
leader  for  freedom's  cause  everywhere. 

So,  I  ask  all  of  you  here  tonight  to  join 
me  in  a  toast  to  His  Excellency,  the  President 
of  the  Republic  of  the  Philippines,  to  the 
continued  friendship  between  the  peoples  of 


his  Republic  and  ours  and  to  the  success 
throughout  the  world  of  freedom's  cause. 

note:  The  President  proposed  the  toast  at  a  dinner 

in  the  State  Dining  Room  and  the  Blue  Room  at  the 

White  House.     President  Macapagal  responded   as 

follows: 

"Mr.  President,  Mrs.  Johnson: 

"Mr.  President,  you  and  I  are  in  a  very  peculiar 
situation  at  this  moment.  We  are  separated  by  a 
room  and  walls  but  still  we  can  hear  each  other, 
and  we  are  friends. 

"Our  two  countries  are  just  like  we  are  at  this 
moment.  They  are  in  different  places,  separated 
by  the  vast  Pacific  Ocean,  but  they  can  hear  each 
other's  voice,  and  they  are  friends. 

"There  is  really  some  similarity  between  the 
career  of  President  Johnson  and  myself.  Both  of  us 
were,  first,  Vice  Presidents  and  then  we  became 
President.  Now  he  is  running  for  President.  Next 
year,  I  am  running  also  for  President,  so  I  am  very 
anxious  about  this  election  here  because  I  confess 
I  am  very  superstitious  about  similarities. 

"It  is  a  great  honor  for  my  people  and  myself 
that  you,  Mr.  President,  have  invited  me  to  make 
this  state  visit  to  the  United  States. 

"We  regard  this  visit  as  a  kind  of  family  reunion. 
We  share  to  the  full  the  feeling  of  indestructible 
friendship  and  the  sense  of  common  purpose  be- 
tween our  two  peoples  which  this  reunion  serves  to 
confirm. 

"We  are  deeply  moved  by  the  kind  words  which 
you,  Mr.  President,  have  uttered.  Permit  me  to  say 
that  your  generous  references  to  me  and  my  people 
are  warmly  reciprocated.  They  have  struck  in  our 
hearts  the  deepest  chords  of  respect,  admiration,  and 
affection. 

"The  ties  that  bind  the  American  people  and  the 
Filipino  people  are  the  ties  and  ideas  and  ideals — 
democracy,  freedom,  love  for  peace,  and  the  rule  of 
law — long  shared  in  common.  The  strength  of 
these  bonds  has  in  the  past  been  subjected  to  the 
terrible  ordeal  of  battle,  and  their  durability  to  the 
strenuous  task  of  peace. 

"Let  my  presence  here  attest  to  the  resolve  of  the 
Filipino  people  that  these  bonds  of  mutual  dedica- 
tion shall  withstand  any  trials  which  the  future  may 
bring. 

"It  should  be  of  interest  to  you  and  to  the  whole 
American  people  what  the  attitude  of  the  Filipino 
people  is  towards  the  United  States  and  the  Ameri- 
can people  and  how  the  Philippines  has  been  faring 
1 8  years  after  the  severance  of  our  political  ties. 

"The  Philippine  attitude  toward  the  United 
States  during  the  last  decade  is  premised  on  the 
basic  heritage  that  you  bequeathed  to  us. 

"From  Spain,  which  ruled  over  the  Philippines 
for  377  years,  we  inherited,  firstiy,  the  Christian 
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religion  so  that  95  percent  of  our  people  are  Chris- 
tians, and,  secondly,  a  true  appreciation  of  Western 
culture. 

"From  the  United  States,  which  ruled  over  us  for 
48  years,  we  in  turn  inherited  the  processes  of 
democracy  and  a  system  of  mass  public  education 
which  is  unparalleled  in  colonial  history.  These 
are  legacies  which  have  become  the  cornerstone  of 
our  vigor  and  future  as  a  nation  considering  that 
the  success  of  democracy  depends  upon  the  level 
of  enlightenment  and  education  of  the  people. 

"To  carry  out  its  unprecedented  policy  of  mass 
education,  America  sent  hundreds  of  American 
schoolteachers  to  the  remotest  hinterlands  and  to 
the  hills  to  educate  our  children,  with  the  result 
that  the  Philippines  today  enjoys  the  second  high- 
est level  of  literacy  in  Asia  and  the  desire  for  edu- 
cation has  become  a  passion  among  our  people. 

"I  myself  am  a  product  of  the  American  public 
school  system  in  the  Philippines.  Coming  from 
one  of  the  humblest  families,  my  only  opportunity 
to  acquire  an  education  was  the  American-established 
public  schools. 

"I  have  had  the  privilege  and  distinction  of  hav- 
ing been  tutored  by  many  American  teachers  dur- 
ing my  school  days.  The  fact  that  one  who  comes 
from  among  the  poorest  families  could  go  through 
the  public  school  system  established  in  the  Philip- 
pines to  become  President  of  the  Philippine  Re- 
public by  virtue  of  a  free  and  democratic  election,  is 
concrete  proof  that  democracy,  based  on  a  system  of 
mass  education  implanted  by  the  United  States  in 
the  Philippines,  possesses  the  efficacy  to  improve 
the  lot  of  the  common  man  in  freedom.  Thus,  to 
us  Filipinos,  democracy  and  not  communism  is  the 
system  that  can  elevate  the  masses  of  Asia  from 
poverty  to  a  better  life. 

"Because  of  this  basic  American  heritage  of  the 
processes  of  democracy  and  mass  public  education, 
the  attachment  and  affection  of  the  Filipino  peo- 
ple today  for  the  American  people  are  as  strong 
as  ever,  and,  I  dare  say,  these  will  continue  to  be 
as  strong  in  the  future. 

"Our  affinity  and  common  ideals  of  democracy, 
freedom,  love  of  peace,  and  the  rule  of  law  should 
render  it  relatively  easier  to  thresh  out  problems 
pending  between  our  two  countries  in  a  just  and 
honorable  manner  and  on  the  basis  of  sovereign 
equality  and  mutual  respect. 

"Indeed,  we  appreciate  the  blessings  of  democ- 
racy so  deeply  that  we  are  prepared  to  share  in  the 
responsibility  of  upholding,  defending,  and  preserv- 
ing freedom  in  our  part  of  the  world.  This  is  the 
basis  of  the  active  participation  of  the  Philippines 
in  Afro-Asian  affairs,  particularly  our  endeavor  to 
bring  about  a  peaceful  settlement  of  the  Malaysian- 


Indonesian  dispute.  This  is  the  basis  of  the  Philip- 
pine support  for  American  policy  in  southeast  Asia, 
particularly  in  Viet-Nam. 

"The  retaliatory  action  ordered  by  you,  Mr. 
President,  in  the  Tonkin  incident  heartened  the 
free  nations  of  Asia  because  the  struggle  of  the  peo- 
ple of  South  Viet-Nam  is  essentially  one  that  in- 
volves the  right  to  govern   themselves. 

"The  fall  of  Viet-Nam  to  communism  would  en- 
danger the  security  of  its  southeast  Asian  neighbors, 
and  your  endeavor  for  freedom  in  that  part  of  the 
world  merits  the  support  of  the  other  free  na- 
tions of  Asia.  We  believe  that  these  nations  should 
be  disposed  under  proper  legal  framework  and 
within  their  capabilities  to  participate  in  the  strug- 
gle to  sustain  the  democratic  cause  in  Viet-Nam. 

"As  to  how  the  Philippines  has  been  faring  since 
its  independence,  I  must  say  in  all  humility  that 
in  our  administration  we  have  arrested  and  greatly 
reduced  the  rampant  graft  and  corruption  that  have 
plagued  our  government  since  the  end  of  the  war. 
"We  have  successfully  restored  free  enterprise 
after  12  years  of  economic  controls.  We  have 
finally  succeeded  in  initiating  a  land  reform  pro- 
gram which  abolishes  the  centuries  old  tenancy 
system  which  enslaved  our  farmers  in  poverty  and 
prevented  our  agro-industrial  progress. 

"To  fight  poverty,  we  have  launched  a  long- 
range  5 -year  socio-economic  program  calculated  to 
offer  greater  opportunities  to  our  people  for  an 
improvement  in  their  lives. 

"We  have  done  all  these  and  we  are  ready  to  do 
more  to  prove  the  vitality  of  democracy  as  a  way 
of  life.  We  believe  that  should  democracy  fail  in 
the  Philippines — the  only  Asian  country  which  was 
formerly  a  colony  of  the  United  States — ^American 
leadership  in  Asia  and  elsewhere  in  the  world  for 
the  cause  of  democracy  and  freedom  will  be  less 
convincing  and  be  weakened.  On  the  other  hand, 
the  success  of  our  efforts  to  improve  the  livelihood 
of  our  masses  under  freedom  will  enhance  the  cause 
of  freedom  and  help  lighten  the  enormous  load 
of  the  United  States  in  leading  the  free  world. 

"In  your  hands,  Mr.  President,  as  head  of  the 
American  Nation  and  leader  of  the  free  world,  rests 
a  heavy  responsibility.  That  responsibility  is  to 
insure  the  survival  of  man  in  a  world  of  freedom. 
In  your  hands,  too,  lies  the  power,  moral  as  well  as 
material,  to  discharge  this  responsibility  with 
patience  and  wisdom  where  required,  with  strength 
and  resolution  when  necessary. 

"We  who  love  freedom  stand  beside  you.  We 
who  long  for  security  pray  for  you.  May  the  Al- 
mighty steady  your  hand  and  steer  your  heart  as  you 
guide  America  and  lead  the  legions  of  free  men 
everywhere. 
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"In  this  spirit,  may  I  ask  all  to  join  with  me  in 
a  toast  to  the  health  and  success  o£  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  His  Excellency  Lyndon  B.  John- 
son, and  to  the  enduring  partnership  for  freedom  of 
our  two  peoples." 


During  President  Johnson's  remarks  he  referred 
to  the  Philippine  Ambassador  Oscar  Ledesma  and 
the  U.S.  Ambassador  to  the  Philippines  William 
McC.  Blair. 


627    Joint  Statement  Following  Discussions  With  the 
President  of  the  Philippines.     October  6,  1964 


THE  PRESIDENT  of  the  United  States  and 
the  President  of  the  Philippines  today  con- 
cluded the  fruitful  discussions  they  have  held 
over  the  past  days.  These  talks  dealt  with 
Philippine-American  relations  and  matters 
of  international  significance  to  both  coun- 
tries. They  were  the  latest  in  the  long  his- 
tory of  exchanges  between  Presidents  of  the 
two  countries  and  reflected  the  spirit  of  spe- 
cial friendship  and  cooperation  which  has 
existed  between  the  Philippines  and  the 
United  States  over  the  years.  The  two  Pres- 
idents expressed  their  confidence  that  the 
American  and  Philippine  peoples  would 
continue  to  benefit  from  this  close  association 
in  the  future. 

The  two  Presidents  exchanged  views  on 
the  situation  in  southeast  Asia  and  pledged 
themselves  to  maintain  the  unity  of  commit- 
ment and  purpose  between  their  countries  in 
defense  of  the  right  of  the  free  nations  of 
southeast  Asia  to  determine  their  own  future. 

President  Johnson  noted  with  deep  ap- 
preciation the  response  by  the  Philippines 
to  the  requests  of  the  Government  of  Viet- 
Nam  for  aid  in  its  defense  against  com- 
munist subversion  and  aggression.  The 
two  Presidents  agreed  that  it  is  of  the  utmost 
importance  to  free  men  throughout  the 
world  that  communist  force  not  be  permitted 
to  dictate  their  future.  Noting  the  struggle 
of  the  people  of  South  Viet-Nam  against 
communist  aggression  and  its  implication 
for  all  free  people,  the  two  Presidents  re- 
affirmed their  intention  to  stand  by  the  peo- 


ple of  South  Viet-Nam  and  reiterated  their 
commitment  to  the  defense  of  southeast 
Asia  under  the  SEATO  Treaty. 

President  Macapagal  noted  that  prompt 
and  decisive  action  by  the  United  States  in 
the  Gulf  of  Tonkin  had  once  again  con- 
firmed American  readiness  and  determina- 
tion to  resist  aggression  in  southeast  Asia  to 
help  assure  its  progress  under  freedom. 

President  Johnson  expressed  his  apprecia- 
tion to  President  Macapagal  for  the  latter 's 
efforts  to  bring  about  a  peaceful  settlement 
of  the  dispute  between  Indonesia  and  Ma- 
laysia. Both  Presidents  agreed  that  it  is 
vitally  important  that  this  dispute,  which 
now  threatens  the  peace  and  stability  of  the 
Southwest  Pacific  area,  be  resolved. 

The  two  Presidents  recognized  that  the 
aggressive  intentions  and  activities  of  Com- 
munist China  continue  to  present  an  immi- 
nent threat  in  the  Far  East  and  in  southeast 
Asia.  They  reviewed,  in  this  connection, 
the  importance  of  the  Mutual  Defense 
Treaty  between  the  Philippines  and  the 
United  States  in  maintaining  the  security  of 
both  countries,  and  reaffirmed  their  commit- 
ment to  meet  any  threat  that  might  arise 
against  their  security.  President  Johnson 
made  it  clear  that,  in  accordance  with  these 
existing  alliances  and  the  deployment  and 
dispositions  thereunder,  any  armed  attack 
against  the  Philippines  would  be  regarded 
as  an  attack  against  United  States  forces 
stationed  there  and  against  the  United  States 
and  would  instantly  be  repelled. 
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The  United  States  and  the  Philippines 
agreed  to  study  their  mutual  requirements 
for  security,  to  review  existing  programs, 
and  to  consider  changes  needed  to  achieve 
increased  capability  and  flexibility  in  the 
Philippine  response  to  aggression  and 
threats  of  aggression. 

The  tv^o  Presidents  agreed  that  the  rela- 
tionship betvi^een  their  respective  countries 
v^as  a  dynamic  and  flexible  association  with 
a  history  of  past  achievement  and  a  heavy 
stake  in  a  common  future.  In  the  spirit  of 
this  alliance,  the  two  Presidents  agreed  that 
any  matter  of  interest  to  either  party  related 
thereto  should  be  the  subject  of  friendly  and 
frank  discussion,  and  each  President  invited 
the  views  of  the  other  in  this  regard. 

The  two  Presidents  likewise  took  cog- 
nizance of  matters  pertaining  to  Philippine 
veterans  of  World  War  II  and  agreed  on 
the  establishment  of  a  joint  commission  to 
study  this  subject  further. 

President  Macapagal  reviewed  the  eco- 
nomic progress  made  by  the  Philippines  in 
recent  years.  President  Johnson  com- 
mended the  land  reform  program,  initiated 
by  President  Macapagal  this  year,  as  holding 
out  renewed  hope  to  the  Philippine  people 
for  the  solution  of  the  land  tenure  problems 
which,  for  decades,  had  beset  a  major  sector 
of  its  economy.  President  Johnson  noted 
past  United  States  support  for  Philippine 
agrarian  reform  and  expressed  his  hope  that 
American  assistance  could  continue  in  the 
future,  particularly  in  the  realization  of  the 
land  reform  objectives  of  the  Philippines. 

Both  Presidents  discussed  the  disposition 
of  the  Special  Fund  for  education,  provided 
for  in  the  Philippine  War  Damage  legisla- 
tion. They  agreed  to  consider  plans  in- 
cluding the  possible  formation  of  a  joint 
committee  which  would  ensure  use  of  this 
fund  to  further  educational  programs  to  the 
mutual  advantage  of  the  Philippines  and 


the  United  States,  among  which  educational 
programs  pertaining  to  land  reform  would 
be  eligible. 

President  Macapagal  explained  the  goals  of 
his  Socio-Economic  Program  and  its  objec- 
tive of  alleviating  the  plight  of  the  common 
man  in  the  Philippines.  President  John- 
son reiterated  his  belief  that  it  was  the  re- 
sponsibility of  this  generation  everywhere 
to  join  the  campaign  against  poverty  and  the 
ills  associated  with  it  and  pledged  American 
support  for  worthy  projects  contributing  to 
the  economic  development  of  the  Philippines. 
The  two  Presidents  noted  that  one  area  of 
particular  interest  which  could  bring  great 
benefit  to  the  Philippine  people  was  rural 
electrification.  President  Macapagal  said 
that  Philippine  Government  plans  envisage 
the  establishment  of  generating  and  dis- 
tribution electric  systems  in  607  towns  and 
400  selected  barrios.  President  Johnson  ob- 
served that  a  team  of  American  experts  has 
arrived  in  the  Philippines  and,  working  with 
private  and  public  Philippine  energy  experts, 
would  cooperate  in  developing  plans  for  this 
nationwide  system  of  expanding  power  gen- 
eration and  distribution  with  its  special  at- 
tention to  rural  areas. 

The  two  Presidents  looked  to  develop- 
ments in  the  trade  between  their  respective 
countries  and  in  the  world  trading  com- 
munity that  could  assure  expanding  markets 
for  the  leading  exports  of  the  Philippines, 
including  sugar,  coconut  products,  abaca, 
lumber,  minerals  and  others.  The  Philip- 
pines expressed  their  readiness  and  willing- 
ness to  supply  additional  sugar  to  the  Amer- 
ican market. 

In  response  to  President  Macapagal's  re- 
port of  the  damage  inflicted  in  the  Philip- 
pines by  recent  typhoons.  President  Johnson 
indicated  his  Government's  intention  to  do- 
nate 25,000  tons  of  grain  available  under  the 
Food  for  Peace  Program.    In  addition,  he 


1214 


Lyndon  B.  ]ohnson,  1^63-1^64 


Oct.  6    [628] 


pledged  United  States  readiness  to  make 
available  for  purchase  100,000  tons  of  rice 
deliverable  in  1965  to  the  Philippine  Govern- 
ment under  Public  Law  480,  Title  I. 

President  Johnson  and  President  Macapa- 
gal  agreed  that  representatives  of  the  tw^o 
governments  v^ould  meet  at  a  mutually 
agreeable  date  for  negotiations  leading  to 
the  solution  of  the  current  aviation  prob- 
lems. 

The  two  Presidents  noted  the  major  con- 
tribution made  by  foreign  private  investment 
to  the  development  and  continued  strength 
of  their  countries.  President  Johnson 
pointed  out  in  this  regard  that  United  States 
economic  relations  with  the  Philippines 
would  be  seriously  impaired  if  an  enforce- 
ment of  the  Philippine  Retail  Trade  Na- 
tionalization Law  were  to  prejudice  the  posi- 
tion of  long-established  American  firms.  He 
observed  that  the  Government  of  the  Philip- 
pines had  committed  itself  that  the  United 
States  firms  would  not  be  affected  by  the 
Retail  Trade  Nationalization  Law.  He  ex- 
pressed confidence  that  the  Government  of 
the  Philippines  would  uphold  its  long-stand- 


ing commitments  contained,  inter  alia,  in  a 
note  of  the  Department  of  Foreign  Affairs  of 
August  4,  1954. 

The  visit  of  President  Macapagal  was  also 
the  occasion  for  the  signing  of  a  treaty  for 
the  avoidance  of  double  taxation  and  preven- 
tion of  tax  evasion.  The  two  Presidents 
agreed  that  the  treaty  reaflSrmed  the  historic 
ties  between  their  countries  and  strengthened 
the  revenue  administration  of  their  respective 
governments. 

The  Presidents  agreed  that  their  Govern- 
ments should  continue  their  studies  of  mat- 
ters relative  to  the  United  States-Philippine 
Trade  Agreement. 

President  Johnson  and  President  Macapa- 
gal concluded  that  the  understandings 
reached,  as  well  as  the  personal  relationship 
established  during  this  visit,  will  contribute 
greatly  to  the  good  will  and  friendship  which 
traditionally  support  Philippine-American 
relations  and  to  the  mutual  effort  of  the  two 
countries  to  uphold,  defend  and  preserve  the 
common  ideals  of  democracy,  freedom  and 
the  rule  of  law  which  their  peoples  share. 


628    Remarks  at  the  Station  in  Alexandria,  Va.,  at  the  Start  of 
Mrs.  Johnson's  Trip  Through  the  South.     October  6,  1964 


Governor,  Mr.  Chairman,  ladies  and  gentle- 
men, boys  and  girls: 

Alexandria  has  been  chosen  as  the  first 
stop  for  one  of  the  greatest  campaigners  in 
America,  and  I  am  very  proud  to  announce 
that  I  am  her  husband. 

Tonight  I  am  going  to  catch  up  with  her 
in  Raleigh,  N.C.,  although  I  know  I  will 
never  really  overtake  her.  I  plan  to  use  the 
jet  Air  Force  One  tomorrow  to  try  to  meet 
her  in  New  Orleans,  but  Lady  Bird  on  her 
train  will  probably  beat  me  there.  She  al- 
ways does.    Since  I  don't  dare  try  to  compete 


with  her  too  much,  we  are  going  separate 
ways  tomorrow. 

Tomorrow  I  am  going  out  to  the  Midwest 
heardand  of  America.  I  am  going  to  report 
to  the  American  people.  I  am  going  to  talk 
about  the  proud  record  of  our  administration, 
the  Kennedy-Johnson  administration  of  the 
last  4  years. 

I  am  going  to  present  the  overwhelming 
and  the  urgent  issues  of  this  campaign,  and 
I  am  not  going  to  tear  down  any  person  or 
any  group  in  doing  that. 

Never  before  within  the  memory  of  any 
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person  here  have  the  American  people  been 
asked  to  make  a  basic  and  radical  departure 
from  the  beliefs  and  values  w^hich  are  the 
source  of  our  economic  health  and  our  hopes 
for  peace.  I  do  not  believe  they  are  going 
to  make  that  choice.  They  are  going  to 
choose  to  keep  and  build  on  the  careful  work 
of  the  men  of  both  parties,  the  hard,  patient 
work  that  has  been  going  on  for  more  than 
30  years  now. 

They  are  going  to  choose  to  look  ahead  to 
the  new  problems  which  are  rushing  in  upon 
us,  our  overcrowded  cities,  our  inadequate 
schools,  the  growing  mastery  of  the  machine, 
the  need  to  use  our  leisure  time  wisely  and 
creatively.  They  are  going  to  choose  to,  I 
think,  continue  the  search,  the  quest,  for 
peace,  with  reason  and  restraint — and,  I 
hope,  with  constructive  imagination. 

From  now  until  election  day  we  are  going 
to  talk  about  the  problems  of  the  future,  for 
this  should  be  a  campaign  in  which  we  ex- 
plore the  different  ways  to  meet  the  new 
challenges  of  America  in  the  turbulent 
sixties.  Instead,  the  gauntlet  has  been 
thrown  down,  not  to  the  future,  but  to  the 
proved  and  tested  values  and  solutions  of  the 
past.  This  is  far  less  related  to  the  real  needs 
of  our  present  day  world.  But  it  is  a  more 
fundamental  challenge.  We  have  no  choice 
but  to  meet  it,  to  crush  it,  to  discard  it,  and 
then  to  get  on  with  the  tangible  and  difficult 
work  of  this  fast-moving  decade  that  we 
live  in. 

I  want  to  ask  each  of  you  to  pledge  your- 
selves this  morning  to  go  out  for  the  next 
4  weeks,  for  the  next  30  days,  and  contribute 
your  time  and  your  talents  and  your  energy 
to  your  country  by  supporting  Gus  Johnson 
for  Congress  and  Lyndon  Johnson  and 
Hubert  Humphrey  for  the  Presidency  and 
the  Vice  Presidency. 

This  is  a  wonderful  crowd.  We  thank 
you  so  much  for  coming  out.    I  now  want  to 


introduce  to  you  my  daughter,  Lynda  Bird. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  about  8:30  a.m.  at 
Union  Station,  Alexandria,  Va.,  at  the  beginning 
of  Mrs.  Johnson's  tour  of  the  South  aboard  the 
"Lady  Bird  Special." 

Mrs.  Johnson  addressed  the  crowd  just  before 
the  President  spoke.  The  text  of  her  remarks 
follows: 

"Friends: 

"Sunshine  and  lots  of  friends — what  could  be  a 
better  way  to  start  the  whistlestop?  Right  here 
in  Alexandria,  in  view  of  the  monument  to  one 
of  your  first  and  foremost  citizens,  George  Wash- 
ington, I  am  delighted  to  be  on  this  platform  with 
several  Johnsons,  two  of  whom  are  candidates  for 
office. 

"This  is  a  campaign  trip,  and  I  would  like  to 
ask  you  for  your  vote  for  both  Johnsons.  And 
because  this  is  the  beginning  of  a  4-day  trip  that 
will  take  us  down  the  railroad  track  1,682  miles  to 
New  Orleans,  I  would  like  to  tell  you  some  of  the 
reasons  I  am  going. 

"For  me,  this  trip  has  been  a  source  of  both 
anxiety  and  anticipation — anxiety  because  I  am 
not  used  to  whistle  stopping  without  my  husband; 
anticipation  because  I  feel  that  I  am  returning  to 
familiar  territory  and  heading  into  a  region  that  I 
call  home. 

"I  wanted  to  make  this  trip  because  I  am  proud 
of  the  South  and  I  am  proud  that  I  am  part  of  the 
South.  I  love  the  South.  I  am  fond  of  the  old 
customs,  of  keeping  up  with  your  kinfolks,  all 
your  uncles,  your  cousins,  and  your  aunts,  right 
down  to  the  fifth  cousin;  of  long  Sunday  dinners 
after  church;  of  a  special  brand  of  gentility  and 
courtesy. 

"I  am  even  more  proud  of  the  new  South,  the 
glistening  new  skylines  of  the  cities,  the  spirit  of 
growth,  the  signs  of  prosperity,  both  in  the  factory 
and  on  the  farm.  There  are  so  many  advances  in 
the  South,  in  its  economy,  in  its  interest  in  the  arts, 
in  its  progress  and  education. 

"I  am  proud  of  what  the  South  has  contributed 
to  our  national  life.  I  am  proud  of  the  valor  with 
which  southerners  have  served  their  country  in 
every  war  in  which  we  have  been  engaged.  Even 
before  we  were  a  nation,  southerners  were  supply- 
ing learning  and  leadership  to  the  task  of  building 
our  great  country. 

"We  can  all  recite  the  record  of  our  Southern 
statesmen  through  the  many  years  of  our  Nation's 
trials  and  triumphs — 12  Presidents,  15  signers  of 
the  Constitution,  15  Secretaries  of  State,  from 
Thomas  Jefferson  to  Dean  Rusk.  Yet  in  recent 
times  we  recognize  the  strain  in  the  South  from 
the  national  life  as  a  whole.  I  have  shared  with 
many  of  you  the  concern  that  has  come  with  this 
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strain.  I  share  the  irritation  when  unthinking 
people  make  snide  jokes  about  the  South  as  if  the 
history  and  tradition  o£  our  region  could  be  dis- 
missed   with   ridicule. 

"None  of  this  is  right.  None  of  this  is  good  for 
the  future  of  our  country.  We  must  search  for  the 
ties  that  bind  us  together,  not  settle  for  the  ten- 
sions that  divide  us.  A  great  southerner,  Robert  E. 
Lee,  said  it  best  when  he  advised  his  fellow  south- 
erners, 'Abandon  all  these  local  animosities  and 
make  your  sons  Americans.* 

"So  these  are  the  main  reasons  I  wanted  to  make 
this  trip.  I  wanted  to  tell  you  from  Alexandria  to 
New  Orleans  that  to  this  President  and  his  wife  the 
South  is  a  respected  and  valued  and  beloved  part  of 
this  country. 

"We  are  a  Nation  of  laws,  not  men.  And  our 
greatness  is  our  ability  to  adjust  to  the  national 
consensus. 

"The  law  to  assure  equal  rights  passed  by  Con- 
gress last  July  with  three-fourths  of  the  Republicans 
joining  two-thirds  of  the  Democrats  has  been  re- 
ceived by  the  South  for  the  most  part  in  a  way  that 
is  a  great  credit  to  local  leadership,  to  mayors  and 
ministers,  to  white  citizens  and  Negro  leaders,  to 
all  the  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Citizens  who  live  in  our 
communities.  This  convinces  me  of  something  I 
have  always  believed,  that  there  is  in  the  Southland 
more  love  than  hate. 

"I  have,  as  you  have,  I  am  sure,  thrilled  to  see 
Southern  legislatures  put  education  as  their  top 
priority;  to  watch  city  councils  make  headway  with 


community  conflict.  Certainly  there  are  problems 
ahead,  but  my  husband  has  always  felt  that  problems 
are  there  to  be  solved,  not  just  deplored.  I  think 
we  all  understand  that  the  hard  duty  of  assuring 
equal  rights  and  constitutional  rights  to  all  Ameri- 
cans falls  not  only  on  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  but  upon  all  who  love  this  land.  I  am  sure 
we  will  rise  to  that  duty. 

"I  asked  for  this  assignment  for  many  reasons. 
This  trip  takes  me  not  only  to  the  queenlike  cities 
of  the  South,  but  to  the  small  towns  and  rural  areas. 
I  was  born  in  such  an  area  and  I  am  at  home  there. 
I  believe  it  is  well  for  the  people  of  the  crossroads 
and  the  back  country,  in  the  timberlands  and  the 
mountain  coves,  and  the  sand  hills  where  the  pave- 
ment runs  out  and  the  city  people  don't  often  go, 
to  have  a  personal  part  in  this  election.  They  all 
have  an  equal  share  in  the  Government. 

"To  me,  as  to  you,  the  South  is  not  a  place  of 
geography,  but  a  place  of  the  heart.  And  so  it  is 
with  great  joy  that  I  undertake  what  is  for  me  in 
every  sense  a  journey  of  the  heart. 

"And  now  I  yield  to  the  speaker  in  my  family, 
my  husband,  and  the  President  of  the  United  States." 

During  their  remarks  both  the  President  and  Mrs. 
Johnson  referred  to  Augustus  C.  Johnson,  Demo- 
cratic candidate  for  U.S.  Representative  from  Vir- 
ginia's loth  District. 

The  text  of  the  remarks  of  the  President's 
daughter  Lynda  Bird,  who  spoke  briefly,  was  also 
released. 


629    Remarks  at  a  Meeting  of  "Scientists  and  Engineers  for 
Johnson-Humphrey."     October  6,  1964 


THIS  HOUSE  is  honored  by  the  presence 
of  such  talent  and  I  am  deeply  grateful  for 
the  purpose  which  brings  you  here. 

In  this  age,  no  President  can  make  the 
vital  decisions  facing  him  without  utilizing 
the  best  of  the  Nation's  scientific  and  tech- 
nical advice.  Each  day  I  rely  more  and 
more  on  your  colleague,  Dr.  Donald 
Hornig — not  only  as  my  Science  Adviser  but 
as  counselor  on  many  other  subjects. 

But  I  am  glad  that  I  have  come  to  this 
office  with  long  and  wide  acquaintance  in  the 
scientific  community — including  many  of 
you. 

Over  the  years  it  has  been  my  privilege 


and  good  fortune  to  be  closely  involved  with 
many  of  those  issues  where  science  and  poli- 
tics have  met — atomic  energy,  space,  na- 
tional defense,  medical  research,  and  others ► 

The  political  community  is  not  always  re- 
ceptive to  new  ideas.  I  have  taken  the 
brunt  of  much  abuse  at  various  times  for 
my  own  support.  But  I  have  guided  my 
course  by  a  view  I  once  read  from  an  early 
American  journal.  Written  back  in  1786^ 
those  words  were: 

"It  is  the  part  of  every  patriot  philosopher 
to  pursue  every  hint — to  cultivate  every  en- 
quiry, which  may  eventually  tend  to  the  se- 
curity and  welfare  of  his  fellow  citizens,  the 
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extension  of  their  commerce  and  the  im- 
provement of  those  arts  which  adorn  and 
embellish  life." 

For  myself,  I  regard  it  as  the  mandate 
of  all  our  experience  that  we  insure  the 
flourishing  of  science  and  technology  in 
America — as  nowhere  else  on  earth. 

Science  and  technology  have  served  us 
faithfully  in  our  national  defense.  But  there 
is  a  purpose  so  much  larger,  and  more  noble. 
I  believe  the  American  people  and  people 
everywhere  want  human  intelligence  to  be 
employed  for  human  advancement — to  en- 
rich and  elevate  our  way  of  life. 

That  is  your  challenge  and  mine  in  these 
times. 

Your  Government  has  given  its  support 
to  scientific  research — and  to  the  education 
of  bright  young  minds — on  a  scale  without 
parallel  in  history.  Dollar  and  cents  fig- 
ures have  little  meaning  because  the  invest- 
ment has  paid  for  itself  many  times  over. 
American  science,  medicine,  and  engineer- 
ing is  second  to  none — and  we  intend  to 
keep  it  that  way. 

For  all  we  have  done,  I  am  constantly 
aware  of  how  much  more  there  is  which  we 
have  scarcely  begun.  New  horizons  beckon 
to  us  within  our  own  planet,  beneath  the 
sea  and  out  in  space.  But  the  most  excit- 
ing horizons  are  in  the  life  of  man  himself — 
and  what  we  can  do  to  improve  it.  We  can 
eliminate  poverty.  We  can  cure  man's  ills, 
extend  man's  life,  and  raise  man's  hopes. 

This  is  the  call  we  must  answer. 


In  all  that  we  do,  we  must  strive  to  channel 
science  and  technology  and  all  of  human 
wisdom  towards  human  betterment  and 
away  from  human  catastrophe. 

I  hope  we  may  build  a  Nation  which  en- 
courages men  to  learn  and  honors  men  ot 
learning. 

Science  transcends  partisanship.  Many  of 
you  have  served  both  Democratic  and  Re- 
publican administrations — and  I  hope  your 
talents  will  be  always  welcome,  always 
respected. 

Science  transcends  national  boundaries — 
and  this,  too,  must  always  be  so. 

America  owes  an  immeasurable  debt  to 
scientists,  engineers,  and  scholars  from  many 
nations  around  the  world.  But  we  owe  a 
special  debt  to  those  who  have  chosen  the 
United  States  in  search  of  freedom  from 
persecution  for  their  beliefs. 

Our  Nation  must  always  respect  knowl- 
edge and  the  pursuit  of  knowledge.  For 
along  the  road  to  learning  lies  our  hope  for 
peace  among  men  and  nations  and  that  is 
the  goal  we  seek. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  noon  in  the  Cabinet 
Room  at  the  White  House  to  a  group  o£  38  leading 
scientists,  engineers,  and  physicians  who  had  called 
at  the  White  House  to  pledge  support  for  the  John- 
son-Humphrey ticket.  The  delegation,  including 
10  Nobel  Prize  winners,  2  university  presidents, 
and  several  well-known  industrial  executives,  was 
reported  in  the  press  as  representing  "Scientists  and 
Engineers  for  Johnson-Humphrey"  with  a  claimed 
membership  of  more  than  50,000. 

As  printed,  this  item  follows  the  prepared  text 
released  by  the  White  House. 


630    Remarks  at  a  White  House  Luncheon  for  Businessmen. 
October  6,  1964 


MY  BUSINESS  is  your  business— the  Gov- 
ernment o£  the  United  States  of  America 
belongs  to  all  the  people. 

I  want  to  talk  to  you  about  the  business 


of  government. 

In  trying  to  keep  unnecessary  expenditures 
down  I  believe  the  President  ought  to  be  as 
unsatisfied  as  a  little  boy's  appetite. 
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This  is  what  I  have  tried  to  do. 

— My  first  budget  called  for  a  reduction 
in  the  level  of  expenditures — ^an  event  v^hich 
happened  only  once  before  in  the  last  9  years. 

— I  have  asked  Congress  for  I450  million 
less  in  appropriations  than  I  said  I  would 
when  I  submitted  the  Budget  in  January. 

— The  latest  figures  show  that  actual  ex- 
penditures so  far  in  this  fiscal  year  were  $676 
million  below  the  same  period  last  year. 

— The  latest  figures  on  Government  em- 
ployment show  that  there  are  17,000  fewer 
Government  workers  than  there  were  a 
year  ago  and  16,800  fewer  than  2  years  ago. 

In  fact: 

— ^Federal  spending  this  year  will  be  lower 
in  relation  to  gross  national  product  than  at 
any  time  since  1951. 

— Federal  employment  will  be  lower  in 
relation  to  population  than  at  any  time  since 
1950. 

— The  Federal  debt  will  be  lower  in  rela- 
tion to  gross  national  product  than  at  any 
time  since  1941. 

You  have  all  been  following  Secretary 
McNamara's  cost-cutting  program  which 
last  year  produced  identified  savings  of  $2.5 
billion.  Similar  programs  are  going  for- 
ward in  other  branches  of  the  Government. 

— So  far  this  year  nondefense  agencies 
have  reported  to  me  management  improve- 
ment actions  which  will  save  over  $400  mil- 
lion on  an  annual  basis. 

• — Our  drive  to  cut  out  unnecessary  Gov- 
ernment publications  has  resulted  in  the 
elimination  of  240  existing  publications,  the 
cancellation  of  130  proposed  publications, 
and  the  consolidation  of  50. 

—In  our  drive  to  reduce  the  burden  on  the 
public  of  Government  reports  and  question- 
naires, we  have  dropped  or  simplified  320 
reports,  representing  a  net  reduction  in  an- 
nual responses  from  the  public  of  2,536,000. 

But  fiscal  responsibility  does  not  mean  the 


lowest  possible  Federal  budget,  obtained  by 
ruthlessly  slashing  existing  Federal  pro- 
grams and  never  proposing  new  ones. 

Our  expenditures  safeguard  the  strength 
of  our  Nation  and  of  our  people,  at  home  and 
abroad.  We  must  not  evade  our  responsi- 
bilities for  the  defense  of  the  free  world  and 
the  security  and  economic  progress  of  free 
peoples  who  need  our  help  to  remain  free. 

At  home,  we  have  to  meet  the  needs  of  a 
society  rapidly  growing  in  population,  in 
wealth,  and  in  complexity. 

— We  have  to  improve  our  programs  in 
education,  in  vocational  training  and  re- 
training, and  in  health. 

— We  have  to  help  our  States  and  cities  to 
fight  urban  decay,  crime,  and  delinquency — 
and  help  them  provide  adequate  transporta- 
tion systems. 

— And  in  a  society  with  our  high  and 
rising  living  standards,  we  have  to  look  with 
compassion  on  needs  of  our  aged  and  dis- 
abled, and  meet  the  minimum  needs  of  all 
our  people. 

I  believe  we  can  make  great  achievements 
without  great  increases  in  Federal  spending: 

— by  cutting  back  on  obsolete  programs, 
and 

— by  applying  the  same  careful  efficiency 
to  Government  as  a  prudent  businessman  or 
householder  applies  to  his  own  affairs. 

But  a  responsible  fiscal  policy  does  not 
end  with  better  programs  and  their  frugal 
administration. 

An  ever-broadening  consensus — conserv- 
ative and  liberal,  labor  and  business.  Repub- 
lican and  Democratic — now  recognizes  the 
further  responsibility  of  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment to  take  account  of  the  impact  of  its 
total  spending  and  its  taxing  on  our  eco- 
nomic life — on  markets,  on  jobs,  on  wages 
and  prices. 

That  consensus  recognizes  that  true  fiscal 
responsibility  will  achieve  a  balanced  budget 
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out  of  the  rising  revenues  of  a  healthy  and 
prosperous  economy — not  by  reckless  cut- 
backs of  expenditures  to  fit  the  shriveling  tax 
revenues  of  a  sick  economy. 

Reflecting  that  consensus,  70  percent  of  all 
Republican  Senators  and  84  percent  of  all 
Democratic  Senators  joined  forces  to  cut 
taxes  by  |iij^  billion  this  year.  The  results 
of  that  prudent  action — carefully  tailored  to 
our  present  economic  situation — are  seen 
everyw^here  in  rising  sales,  expanding  pay- 
rolls, shrinking  unemployment — and  with- 
out a  sign  of  the  inflation  that  some  critics 
feared  v^ould  inevitably  result. 

We  are  proud: 

— of  the  new  vigor  in  our  long-lived  ex- 
pansion; 

— of  the  Nation's  output  now  rising  at  an 
annual  rate  of  5  percent; 

— of  the  1.2  million  jobs  added  thus  far 
in  1964; 

— of  the  unparalleled  advances  in  con- 
sumer spending  and  living  standards;  and 

— of  the  stability  of  average  wholesale 
prices,  today  lower  than  they  were  at  the 
start  of  the  expansion  and  at  the  time  the 
tax  cut  was  enacted. 

These  are  just  the  first  steps  to  an  expand- 
ing economy  that  will  be  limited  only  by 
our  vision  and  our  will. 

We  will  take  other  steps.  I  have  already 
appointed  a  task  force  of  prominent  Ameri- 
cans to  study  ways  of  improving  the  com- 
petitive effectiveness  of  American  business. 


Many  of  our  most  important  national  ob- 
jectives depend  upon  how  effectively  Ameri- 
can business  competes  in  world  markets. 
Our  capacity  for  meeting  the  Nation's 
worldwide  commitments  and  our  success  in 
strengthening  the  dollar  as  the  world's  prin- 
cipal reserve  currency  depend  heavily  on  the 
foreign  exchange  earnings  of  American 
business. 

On  the  domestic  front,  the  maintenance 
of  economic  prosperity,  high  levels  of  em- 
ployment, and  rapid  economic  growth  are 
closely  related  to  a  vigorous  growth  in 
American  exports. 

I  have  asked  this  task  force  to  examine  the 
current  practices  of  the  Government  and  the 
business  community  to  determine  whether 
any  of  them  hinder  competitive  effective- 
ness of  American  industry.  I  have  also  asked 
its  members  to  explore  new  avenues  by  which 
the  Government  and  business  community 
can  contribute  toward  a  more  vigorous 
American  participation  in  world  markets. 
This  task  force  will  report  to  me  by  Novem- 
ber 15. 

This  is  what  it  means  to  Americans  to- 
day to  have  responsible  and  responsive  fiscal 
and  monetary  policies.  And  these  are  the 
policies  that  I  shall  continue — with  your 
help. 

note:  The  President  spoke  in  the  State  Dining  Room 
at  the  White  House. 

As  printed,  this  item  follows  the  prepared  text 
released  by  the  White  House. 


631     Remarks  in  Raleigh  at  North  Carolina  State  College. 
October  6,  1964 


Governor  Sanford,  my  fellow  countrymen: 
I  cannot  tell  the  good  people  of  this  great 
city  and  this  wonderful  State  how  deeply  I 
feel  in  your  debt  for  the  very  warm  hos- 
pitality and  the  wonderful  greeting  that  you 


have  given  to  me  and  my  family  today. 

I  have  much  to  be  thankful  for,  and  if  I 
attempted  to  enumerate  all  those  things  this 
evening,  I  would  ask  your  indulgence  longer 
than  I  wish  to,  but  I  do  want  to  say  that 
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for  many  years  I  have  had  a  great  admiration 
for  the  leadership  of  the  State  of  North  Caro- 
lina. 

I  am  glad  to  be  back  here  tonight  in  the 
home  of  my  ancestors.  My  great  grand- 
father, George  Washington  Baines,  was  born 
near  Raleigh  on  December  29,  1809.  He 
had  the  good  sense  to  marry  a  beautiful 
Southern  belle  from  North  Carolina,  Melissa 
Ann  Butler,  and  for  the  life  of  me  I  have 
never  been  able  to  understand  v^hy  he  left 
North  Carolina. 

But  I  guess  he  just  got  so  much  religion 
here  in  the  land  of  Billy  Graham  that  he 
became  a  Baptist  preacher  in  a  land  of  Bap- 
tist preachers,  and  he  decided  to  spread  the 
good  word  from  Alabama  to  Louisiana,  to 
Arkansas,  and  he  even  went  into  Texas. 
Some  say  that  he  crossed  the  Jordan  to  get 
there,  but  one  side  of  the  family  claims  that 
he  left  the  Promised  Land  to  do  it. 

This  is  the  first  Tuesday  after  the  first 
Monday  in  October,  and  it  is  a  great  Demo- 
cratic night  in  Raleigh.  Four  weeks  from 
tonight  will  be  the  first  Tuesday  after  the 
first  Monday  in  November — and  that  is 
going  to  be  a  great  Democratic  night  in 
America ! 

I  came  here  tonight  for  two  reasons: 
First,  I  knew  that  Mrs.  Johnson  was  going 
to  have  a  pretty  full  day  with  14  speeches, 
and  I  wanted  to  be  here  to  join  you  in  giving 
her  a  warm.  Southern  welcome. 

The  other  reason  is  that  I  am  starting  out 
on  a  4-day  trip  through  America's  heart- 
land tomorrow  morning  on  some  political 
business,  and  Raleigh  is  as  friendly  a  place 
as  I  know  to  get  started. 

I  remember  a  candidate  for  the  Presidency 
coming  here  when  the  going  was  so  hard 
and  not  many  people  thought  much  of  the 
Democratic  prospects.  He  disagreed,  and 
so  did  you,  and  you  and  he  were  right. 
That  was  1948,  and  his  name  was  Harry  S. 


Truman.  I  talked  to  him  last  night  and 
he  asked  to  be  remembered  to  every  Dem- 
ocrat here. 

When  I  say  the  business  of  this  trip  is 
politics,  we  all  know  what  we  mean. 

We  don't  mean  tearing  down  anybody  or 
anything.  We  don't  mean  mudslinging  or 
speaking  unkindly  of  our  fellow  man. 

Politics  is  the  people's  business,  and  that 
means  it  has  to  be  the  politics  of  responsi- 
bility. This  country  must  have  responsible 
government,  and  it  is  going  to  get  a  respon- 
sible campaign  from  Hubert  Humphrey  and 
from  me. 

Some  of  my  newspaper  friends  have  been 
waiting  for  me  to  label  some  of  my  adven- 
tures across  the  country  political.  Well,  I 
am  saying  tonight  that  this  campaign  trip 
will  be  a  report  on  how  we  have  been  build- 
ing a  better  and  a  stronger  America,  and  it 
will  make  clear  the  basic  choices  that  all 
Americans  are  going  to  have  to  make  come 
November. 

Most  important  of  all,  this  trip  is  going 
to  be  a  report  on  where  we  go  from  here, 
on  which  way  is  up. 

Let's  get  right  to  business.  Let's  get  down, 
as  we  would  say,  to  brass  tacks  here  in  North 
Carolina. 

This  Fourth  Congressional  District  is  one 
of  the  great  agricultural  areas  of  the  entire 
United  States.  North  Carolina  is  one  of  our 
most  important  farming  States  in  the  Union. 

On  April  nth  of  this  year,  I  signed  the 
Wheat-Cotton  Act  of  1964.  I  worked  hard 
on  that  bill.  I  knew  it  was  needed  to  help 
our  textile  mills  meet  foreign  competition 
and  to  make  cotton  competitive  with  syn- 
thetic fibers.  I  know  it  was  needed  to  reduce 
the  cost  to  the  consumers  of  America. 

The  Wheat-Cotton  Act  of  1964  is  only  one 
part  of  a  program  of  progress  during  these 
past  years  that  has  paid  off  in  real  human 
dividends. 
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There  is  much  more  to  be  done,  and  the 
choice,  of  course,  must  be  clear  to  us. 

One  course  is  offered  by  those  who  have 
called  for  "prompt  and  final  termination  of 
the  farm  subsidy  program." 

Do  you  know,  have  you  ever  thought, 
what  it  would  mean  to  the  good  people  of 
North  Carolina  to  completely  terminate  the 
farm  program? 

For  the  Nation  it  would  mean  that  our 
fi2  billion  net  farm  income  would  be  re- 
duced in  half.  It  would  drop — drop — drop 
by  $6  billion. 

One  out  of  every  five  farmers  would  be 
completely  bankrupt. 

Cotton  would  sell  for  under  21  cents  a 
pound,  tobacco  for  less  than  45  cents  a  pound. 

Corn  would  go  below  80  cents  a  bushel, 
soybeans  below  $2,  and  catde  would  go  to 
less  than  $17  a  hundredweight. 

Farmers  all  over  the  country  would  lose 
50  cents  of  every  dollar  that  they  presently 
clear.  In  this  great  State  of  North  Carolina 
this  decrease  would  mean  a  loss  in  net  in- 
come of  $1,450 — $1,450 — for  each  and  every 
farm  in  the  great  State  of  North  Carolina. 
North  Carolina  alone  would  lose  at  least  a 
third  of  a  billion  dollars  a  year,  more  than 
$333  million. 

Can  anyone  present  tonight  suggest  one 
single  good  reason  why  our  tobacco  program 
should  be  "promptly  and  finally  termi- 
nated"? 

Well,  this  is  the  issue,  and  I  believe  and  I 
know  that  North  Carolina  is  not  going  to 
choose  to  go  down  that  path  of  bankruptcy. 
We've  been  there  before. 

The  way  to  raise  farm  income  is  not  to 
launch  a  farm  depression.  As  long  as  I  am 
your  President,  we  are  not  going  to  plow 
under  the  family  farm  in  this  country,  and 
we  are  not  going  to  sit  back  in  our  rocking 
chairs,  whittling,  and  see  our  small  towns 
wither  and  waste  away. 


I  am  going  to  talk  tomorrow,  in  Iowa  and 
Des  Moines,  about  a  broader  farm  program 
for  the  future.  That  program  will  recognize 
the  special  needs  in  connection  with  certain 
special  commodities  and  crops  such  as  poul- 
try, peanuts,  feed  grains,  cotton,  and  tobacco. 

All  I  have  to  say  is  "1939"  and  you  will 
know  exactly  what  I  mean.  In  1939,  the 
year  that  we  had  no  tobacco  program,  the 
people  of  North  Carolina  received  15  cents 
a  pound  for  your  flue-cured  tobacco  and  17 
cents  for  your  hurley,  and  your  total  receipts 
from  tobacco  that  year  were  only  $125  mil- 
lion. 

The  tobacco  program  has  been  one  of  the 
most  effective  farm  programs  ever  written 
for  this  Nation,  and  over  and  over  and  over 
again  the  tobacco  growers  of  this  Nation 
have  approved  it  by  referendum  margins  of 
97  and  98  percent. 

I  realize  that  tobacco  has  some  special 
problems,  but  the  way  to  solve  them  is  not 
to  destroy  the  program.  Only  2  months  ago 
I  approved  an  increase  of  $2  million  for  a 
crash  program  of  tobacco  research  in  the 
United  States.  Research  is  a  way,  I  think, 
to  solve  these  problems. 

America's  farm  program  will  be  only  part 
of  a  whole  new  program  of  keeping  the 
American  economy  at  top  efficiency. 

The  tax  cut  we  made  this  year,  reducing 
the  taxes  of  the  people  of  this  country  and 
the  corporations  of  this  country  by  $12  bil- 
lion, is  a  part  of  our  Democratic  program. 
Our  opponent  voted  "no" — "no"  on  that  tax 
cut.  But  Congress  passed  it  by  an  over- 
whelming majority,  notwithstanding,  and 
the  results  of  the  tax  cut  are  already  evident. 

What  has  it  given  us?  Again,  let  us 
get  down  to  brass  tacks. 

That  tax  cut  means  that  our  people  have 
$11 54  billion  more  in  their  pockets  to  buy 
goods  with.  In  North  Carolina  alone  this 
tax  cut  will  mean: 
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— an  increase  of  over  half  a  billion  dollars 
in  total  income,  an  average  of  over  $300  for 
a  family  of  four. 

— ^37,000  nev^  jobs  will  be  provided  in 
North  Carolina. 

— increased  State  and  local  revenues  in 
North  Carolina  w^ill  amount  to  $52  million. 

— $140  million  less  will  be  deducted  for 
income  tax  payments  from  North  Carolina's 
paychecks. 

— an  average  of  about  $120  for  a  family 
of  four.  A  family  of  four  will  pay  $10  a 
month  less  in  taxes. 

Well,  now,  there  are  other  issues  that  are 
important  to  you  people. 

The  production  of  electrical  energy  has 
risen  in  this  progressive  State  from  10  mil- 
lion kilowatt  hours  in  1950  to  24  million  in 
1963. 

The  rural  electrification  program  has  been 
an  important  part  of  this  development. 
And  I  pledge  you  not  to  repeal  the  REA  but 
to  continue  to  support  the  REA. 

You  can  be  proud  of  the  level  of  education 
in  North  Carolina.  It  has  risen  steadily 
since  1940.  There  are  tonight  twice  as 
many  students  in  your  colleges  and  univer- 
sities as  there  were  in  the  colleges  and  uni- 
versities of  North  Carolina  only  15  years 
ago. 

I  believe  that  every  boy  and  girl  in  this 
great  State  and  in  this  great  country  has  a 
right  to  all  the  education  they  can  use,  and 
as  long  as  I  am  your  President,  I  intend  to 
work  with  your  State  and  local  governments 
to  make  this  right  a  reality. 

Now,  most  of  all,  our  prayers  and  our 
plans  are  for  peace  on  earth.  We  move 
nearer  to  it  with  each  year  and  each  month. 
It  is  a  painfully  slow  progress.  It  takes 
courage  to  climb  the  long  hill  to  peace.  But 
we  have  that  courage. 

Yes,  that  5-letter  word — p-e-a-c-e — is  the 
most  important  word  in  the  English  lan- 


guage. It  is  the  most  important  objective  of 
the  American  people. 

When,  in  a  moment  of  tragedy  10  months 
ago,  I  was  asked  to  assume  the  terrifying 
responsibilities  of  the  Presidency,  I  called 
upon  men  of  good  will  in  this  land  and  in 
all  lands  to  help  me  in  that  task. 

For  a  period  there  was  uncertainty  in  our 
land  and  around  the  world,  but  because  I 
pled  for  peace  and  spoke  in  the  name  of 
peace,  I  brought  to  the  council  and  Cabinet 
tables  in  the  White  House,  men  of  govern- 
ment, men  of  business,  men  of  labor,  men  of 
agriculture,  men  of  the  ministry,  and,  in  the 
words  of  the  prophet  Isaiah,  we  reasoned 
together. 

We  talked  about  the  awesome  responsi- 
bilities in  this  era  of  nuclear  power. 

We  reflected  over  the  confrontation  that 
our  Nation  had  with  the  Soviet  Union  just 
a  few  months  before  in  the  Cuba  missile 
crisis. 

We  realized  that  by  one  impulsive  act  you 
could  press  a  button  and  wipe  out  the  lives 
of  300  million  people  before  the  sun  went 
down,  and  once  done,  you  can  never  recover 
from  it. 

Could  there  be  any  greater  objective  for 
Christian  people  anywhere  than  peace  or 
earth,  good  will  toward  men? 

In  those  10  months  that  I  have  been  your 
leader  I  have  had  your  hopes  and  your 
prayers,  and  I  have  called  to  the  Capital  of 
our  Nation  the  heads  of  state  from  85  coun- 
tries in  the  world.  We  have  exchanged 
viewpoints  about  our  problems  and  their 
problems,  our  people  and  their  people,  our 
children  and  their  children.  We  don't  see 
everything  alike,  even  in  North  Carolina, 
because  if  we  did,  we  would  all  want  the 
same  wife.  We  don't  see  everything  alike 
in  America,  as  you  can  see  from  the  diver- 
gent viewpoints  that  are  being  expressed 
between  now  and  election  day  in  November. 
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We  don't  see  everything  alike  in  the 
world,  but  we  know  that  communism  is  on 
the  march  and  freedom  is  on  the  march,  and 
these  two  philosophies  are  at  each  other's 
throats. 

I  am  proud  to  report  to  you  tonight  that  I 
get  great  strength  when  I  review  the  record 
of  freedom  in  the  world,  because  freedom  has 
not  lost  a  single  nation  to  communism  since 
we  lost  Cuba  in  1959. 

Oh,  I  hear  those  that  are  distressed  and 
despaired.  I  hear  those  who  are  frantic  and 
who  sometimes  are  hysterical.  But  every 
day,  as  I  go  abroad  in  this  land,  I  see  by 
the  hundreds  of  thousands,  men,  women, 
and  children  who  love  freedom  and  know 
they  have  it,  and  appreciate  it,  and  are  going 
to  preserve  it  and  protect  it. 

And  don't  let  anyone  tell  you  that  there 
is  not  more  freedom  in  all  the  countries  of 
the  world  tonight  than  there  has  been  in  any 
time  in  your  lifetime.  More  nations  are 
being  born.  The  yoke  of  colonialism  is 
being  torn  away  from  more  necks.  More 
peoples  are  becoming  independent  and  going 
on  their  own.  And  yet  we  hear  the  voice  of 
doom  and  men  of  little  faith  say,  "We  have 
lost  our  freedom." 

Well,  I  haven't  lost  my  freedom,  not  a  bit 
of  it.  I  am  freer  tonight  than  I  was  a  year 
ago  because  of  the  test  ban  treaty,  because 
the  air  I  breathe  tonight  is  not  as  polluted 
as  it  was  a  year  ago.  I  am  freer  tonight  than 
I  was  when  I  was  that  boy's  age,  because 
we  didn't  have  groceries  on  the  table  and 
we  were  chasing  rabbits  for  food  for  our 
children.  I  haven't  forgotten  the  restrictions 
of  freedom  that  we  had  when  we  had  our 
soup  lines  and  5-cent  cotton,  and  we  burned 
our  corn  and  we  killed  our  old  cows  and 
burned  them. 

No,  this  year  we  have  the  highest  stand- 
ard of  living  of  any  people  on  the  face  of 
the  earth.    We  have  more  of  our  heads  of 


families  working  than  at  any  time  in  our 
history,  72  million  profitably  employed,  mak- 
ing more  than  $60  biUion  more  after  taxes 
than  they  made  only  4  years  ago. 

When  you  add  $60  billion  to  your  income 
after  taxes,  that  doesn't  sound  like  you  have 
lost  any  freedom;  it  sounds  like  you  have 
gained  $60  billion  worth.  Corporation  prof- 
its, after  taxes,  have  increased  60  percent  in 
the  last  4  years,  and  one  company  alone 
made  over  $2  billion  this  year,  or  25  percent 
on  equity  capital. 

I  don't  say  this  in  criticism,  because  if  our 
system  survives,  and  if  freedom  in  the  world 
prevails,  it  is  going  to  be  because  our  fore- 
fathers, many  from  the  South  who  helped  to 
draft  that  Constitution,  prepared  for  us  a 
better  system  of  government  than  human 
ingenuity  has  ever  devised. 

And  don't  tell  me  that  the  capitalist  puts 
his  dollar  out  there  and  invests  it  in  hope  of 
getting  a  fair  return,  and  the  manager  who 
manages  that  dollar  and  gets  up  at  daylight 
and  works  until  midnight  and  develops 
stomach  ulcers  running  that  plant,  and  the 
worker  that  gets  in  a  trot  and  works  all  day 
long  trying  to  produce  the  goods  in  that 
factory,  when  they  all  slice  that  pie  and  all 
get  the  incentive  that  comes  from  those 
profits — don't  tell  me  that  free  men  can't 
produce  more  than  slaves  directed  by  any 
commissar  anywhere  in  the  world. 

Men  of  little  faith,  reckless  people,  danger- 
ous people,  would  try  to  make  you  believe 
that  America  is  losing,  that  your  country  no 
longer  leads  the  world.  Well,  let  me,  as 
your  Commander  in  Chief,  say  to  you  to- 
night as  straight  as  I  know  how  to  put  it  on 
the  line,  America  is  the  strongest  nation  in 
all  the  world,  and  stronger  than  all  the  rest 
put  together. 

This  year  we  have  tried  in  our  10  months 
to  have  a  prudent  Government  and  a  pro- 
gressive Government.    For  the  first  time  in 
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9  years  I  reduced  the  annual  budget  by  over 
$1  billion. 

In  the  month  of  July  there  were  25,000 
less  men  working  for  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment than  were  working  last  July.  My 
budget  went  into  effect  June  30th  of  this 
year,  and  during  the  months  of  July  and 
August — we  don't  have  the  figures  yet  on 
September — but  during  the  months  of  July 
and  August — are  you  listening? — we  in  the 
Federal  Government  spent  $678  million  less 
than  we  told  you  we  would  spend  and  less 
than  you  appropriated  to  us.  And  as  long 
as  I  am  your  President  you  are  going  to  get 
a  dollar's  worth  of  value  for  every  dollar  we 
spend. 

It  is  getting  late,  you  are  tired,  and  you 
have  been  here  a  long  time.  There  are  a 
good  many  points  I  want  to  cover. 

But  first  of  all,  I  want  to  tell  you  that  this 
is  just  about  the  most  beautiful  hall  I  have 
ever  seen.  I  like  the  decorations  and  I  like 
the  Democratic  enthusiasm. 

And  I  like  the  kind  of  people  that  send 
to  Washington  men  like  Sam  Ervin  and 
Everett  Jordan.  And  the  kind  of  folks  that 
select,  and  have  selected  throughout  my  years 
in  Washington,  one  of  the  finest  congres- 
sional House  delegations  of  any  State  in  the 
Union. 

Don't  let  folks  mislead  you  and  tell  you 
that  you  ought  to  change  horses  in  the  mid- 
dle of  a  stream. 

Someone  asked  Mr.  Rayburn  one  time 
why  it  was  that  Texas  had  a  Vice  President, 
and  Texas  had  a  majority  leader  of  the 
House,  and  Texas  had  seven  chairmen  of 
committees.  They  said,  "How  do  you  have 
that  rank  among  your  congressional  delega- 
tions?"— and  one  time  we  had  the  chairman 
of  the  Agriculture  Committee  that  Harold 
Cooley  now  has  for  North  Carolina. 

Mr.  Rayburn  answered  him  in  a  minute. 
He  said,  "I  will  tell  you  how  we  got  there. 


We  pick  them  young,  and  we  pick  them 
honest,  and  we  send  them  there,  and  we 
keep  them  there." 

I  have  enjoyed  working  with  your  dy- 
namic, young,  progressive  Governor  Terry 
Sanford  through  the  years.  And  after  you 
go  to  the  polls  in  November  and  vote  the 
Democratic  ticket  from  the  courthouse  to 
the  White  House,  I  am  going  to  enjoy  work- 
ing with  your  own  great  Governor  Dan 
Moore. 

We  have  a  job  to  do.  We  must  build  a 
land  in  which  all  men  can  worship  God  and 
live  in  peace  with  one  another.  We  must 
all  learn  somehow  to  submerge  our  indi- 
vidual differences  to  the  common  good. 
There  are  so  many  more  things  that  unite 
us  than  divide  us.  There  are  so  many  more 
people  in  this  world  that  love  instead  of 
hate.  And  we  ought  to  be  a  nation  of  lovers, 
not  of  haters. 

Yes,  we  have  the  faith  of  our  fathers.  We 
believe  in  the  Golden  Rule  of  doing  unto 
others  as  you  would  have  them  do  unto  you. 

I  don't  know  when  I  am  going  to  get  in- 
vited back  here  to  North  Carolina,  but  if  I 
am  your  President  again,  and  if  I  get  in- 
vited, I  am  going  to  take  a  great  deal  of 
pride  in  coming  here  with  our  yardstick  and 
pointing  out  to  you  where  we  were  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  1964,  and  where  we  are 
when  I  come  back — because  this  State  is 
going  to  move  forward,  as  all  America  is 
going  to  move  forward. 

I  had  so  much  to  say  to  you  and  so  much 
to  thank  you  for  that  I  forgot  a  part  of  my 
speech.  And  if  some  of  you  have  never  for- 
gotten a  part  of  your  speech,  you're  entitled 
to  criticize  me.  But  all  of  you  that  have  for- 
gotten it  some  time  or  other,  you  sympathize 
with  me. 

One  of  the  best  friends  I  have  in  the  world 
and  one  of  the  men  in  whom  I  have  the  most 
confidence  is  Luther  Hodges  from  North 
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Carolina.  And  he  sits  in  my  Cabinet — a 
reasoned  voice,  a  wise  judgment,  the  man 
of  seasoned  intellect.  And  he  helps  me  get 
over  some  of  the  rough  spots  that  face  me 
every  day.  And  I  thank  you  from  the  bot- 
tom of  my  heart  for  sending  us  a  man  like 
Luther  Hodges  and  a  good  lady  like  his  wife. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  9:45  p.m.  at  the 
Reynolds  Coliseum  of  the  North  Carolina  State  Col- 
lege, University  of  North  Carolina,  Raleigh,  N.C. 
His    opening    words    referred    to    Governor    Terry 


Sanford  of  North  CaroUna.  Later  he  referred  to  the 
Rev.  WiUiam  F.  (Billy)  Graham,  Senators  Sam  J. 
Ervin,  Jr.,  and  B.  Everett  Jordan,  and  Representative 
Harold  D.  Cooley,  all  of  North  Carolina,  Dan  K. 
Moore,  Democratic  candidate  for  Governor  of  North 
Carolina,  and  Luther  Hodges,  Secretary  of  Com- 
merce, and  Mrs.  Hodges. 

Mrs.  Johnson  and  Lynda  Bird  both  spoke  before 
the  President's  remarks.  In  brief  words  of  wel- 
come Mrs.  Johnson  told  the  audience  that  after 
making  14  stops  and  14  speeches  that  day  she  was 
"mighty  glad"  to  yield  her  time  to  the  real  speaker 
of  the  family. 


632    Recorded  Statement  Marking  the  Inauguration  of  Television 
by  Communication  Satellite  Between  the  United  States 
and  Japan.     October  7,  1964 


THIS  BROADCAST  which  carries  my 
voice  and  my  image  to  your  television  sets  in 
Japan  and  in  the  United  States  has  been 
made  possible  by  our  new  communication 
satellite  Syncom  III. 

This  amazing  satellite  and  the  facilities 
in  Japan  and  in  the  United  States  which 
make  its  operation  possible  are  the  product 
of  the  vision  and  inventiveness  of  our  scien- 
tific communities — both  private  and  Gov- 
ernment. 

I  welcome  the  opportunity  to  applaud  this 
latest  triumph  in  the  application  of  science  to 
the  field  of  communications.  It  opens  for 
us  new  vistas  of  friendship  and  understand- 
ing in  the  fields  of  education,  cultural  ex- 
change, business,   and   entertainment. 

I  think  it  most  fitting  that  this  system 
could  come  into  operation  as  the  i8th  Olym- 
pic Games  take  place  in  Tokyo. 

The  youth  of  the  world  will  be  assembled 
there  to  engage  in  sports.  Some  of  these 
events  had  their  beginnings  in  ancient 
Greece,  others  started  in  ancient  Asia.  For 
a  few  days  Tokyo  will  be  the  scene  of  a 
quest  for  excellence  among  all  the  young 


people  of  the  world.  Upon  them  all  of  our 
hopes  must  rest. 

It  is  heartening  that  the  Olympic  Games — 
a  symbol  of  peaceful  competition  among 
nations — can  now  be  seen  simultaneously  by 
those  actually  present  and  by  peoples 
throughout  the  entire  world. 

The  United  States  and  Japan  can  be  deeply 
gratified,  I  believe,  to  have  shared  this  dra- 
matic expression  of  partnership  that  binds 
them  in  many  fields. 

I  now  look  forward  to  seeing  satellite 
communication  systems  extend  throughout 
the  world.  It  can  be  a  great  contribution  to 
our  international  understanding — really  a 
vital  steppingstone  toward  helping  us 
achieve  lasting  peace  among  peoples  of  the 
world. 

note:  The  message  was  filmed  and  taped  in  the 
Fish  Room  at  the  White  House  on  October  3  for  later 
release  via  the  satellite  Syncom  III  in  connection 
with  the  opening  of  the  Olympic  Games  in  Tokyo. 
Secretary  of  State  Dean  Rusk  and  Japan's  Foreign 
Minister  Etsusaburo  Shiina  also  relayed  messages, 
the  text  of  which  was  made  public. 

An  earlier  White  House  release,  dated  July  22, 
announced  completion  of  plans  with  Japan  for 
bringing  television  coverage  of  the  1964  Olympic 
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Games,  to  be  held  October  10-24,  across  the  Pacific 
for  viewing  in  the  United  States,  Canada,  and 
Europe,  pending  the  successful  launching  of  the 
satellite   Syncom   III.     The   satellite   was   launched 


at  Cape  Kennedy  on  August  19  as  part  of  the 
National  Aeronautics  and  Space  Administration's 
regular  experimental  satellite  program. 


633    Statement  by  the  President  at  the  Beginning  of  a 
Campaign  Trip.     October  7,  1964 


THE  OFFICE  of  President  is  the  ofEce  of 
all  the  people.  As  have  the  other  35  men 
who  have  held  this  trust,  I  am  leaving  today 
to  report  to  the  people  in  person  on  the  stew- 
ardship of  their  office. 

I  look  forward  to  this  experience  with  zest 
and  enthusiasm.  There  is  nowhere  I  would 
rather  be  than  out  with  the  American  people. 

I  believe  there  is  a  strong  tide  running  in 
America  today.  It  is  a  tide  of  support  for 
responsibility — and  that  tide  is  gathering 
strength. 

Our  long  and  patient  efforts  under  ad- 
ministrations of  both  Democratic  and  Re- 
publican Parties  are  bearing  fruit  at  home 
and  in  the  world. 

This  administration  is  the  first  in  history 
not  to  experience  a  recession  or  depression. 


This  administration  is  the  first  since 
World  War  II  under  which  no  nation  has 
fallen  to  the  control  of  communism. 

Our  efforts  toward  a  better  life  at  home — 
and  for  support  of  freedom  in  the  world — are 
succeeding.  Our  gains  are  much  too  great 
to  gamble  on  partisanship  for  partisanship's 
sake  alone.  Our  progressiveness  and  pru- 
dence have  brought  us  to  this  summit  of 
success  and  the  American  people  have  no 
desire  to  turn  from  the  path  of  prudent 
progress  this  year. 

It  is  my  hope  that  the  campaign  will  be 
kept  on  a  plane  worthy  of  the  Presidency. 
What  two  men  say  about  each  other  matters 
very  little  when  the  freedom,  prosperity,  and 
peace  of  190  million  people  are  at  stake. 


634    Remarks  at  the  State  Capitol  in  Des  Moines. 
October  7,  1964 


My  friend  and  your  fighting  Governor  Har- 
old Hughes,  lovely  Mrs,  Hughes,  Mayor  lies 
and  the  gracious  Mrs.  lies,  my  longtime 
friend,  your  able  fighting  Congressman 
Neal  Smith,  the  other  congressional  candi- 
dates, and  my  fellou/  Americans: 

I  am  happy  to  be  here  in  the  State  that  has 
such  an  able  chief  executive  as  Governor 
Hughes.  I  commend  you  on  your  choice. 
Neal  Smith  is  one  of  the  most  effective  Con- 
gressmen in  Washington,  but  he  needs 
some  more  Democrats  down  there  to  help 
him. 


I  think  the  people  of  Iowa  know  what  the 
issue  is  in  this  campaign.  The  basic  issue  is 
responsibility  versus  irresponsibility.  And 
for  my  part,  this  is  going  to  be  a  responsible 
campaign. 

I  am  here  to  talk  about  the  politics  of  re- 
sponsibility this  morning.  This  campaign 
is  going  to  give  the  people  of  America  a  clear 
mandate  for  a  farm  policy  that  will  restore 
full  parity  of  income  and  opportunity  to  all 
of  the  American  farmers  who  live  on  Ameri- 
can farms ! 

My  roots  are  deeper  in  the  soil  than  most 
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Presidents'  have  been.  I  am  proud  to  be  the 
son  of  a  tenant  farmer;  I  am  proud  of  land 
of  my  own.    I  love  that  land. 

I  think  I  knov7  v^hat  farmers  v^ant  and 
what  they  need. 

They  don't  want  political  flattery;  they 
want  understanding  of  their  problems. 

Farmers  don't  want  promises;  they  want 
policies  that  work. 

Farmers  don't  want  Government  hand- 
outs; they  want  real,  effective  bargaining 
power  in  the  marketplace. 

Farmers  don't  want  Government  storage 
bins;  they  want  new  and  expanding  markets 
for  their  efficient  production. 

Farmers  want  freedom  to  grow,  to  prosper, 
freedom  to  operate  competitively  and  profit- 
ably in  our  present  economic  system. 

Farmers  are  farmers  in  the  first  place 
because  they  have  the  deep-seated  instinct  to 
raise  crops,  not  to  cut  them  back,  not  to 
leave  the  land  unproductive. 

America's  farmers  want,  America's  farm- 
ers need,  and  America's  farmers  deserve 
not  promises  but  more  income  and  more 
opportunity. 

The  Democratic  answers  to  these  needs 
include  three  sets  of  programs,  which  I  shall 
enumerate: 

— ^We  intend  to  continue  but  to  improve 
commodity  programs.  We  intend  to 
strengthen  farm  income. 

— We  intend  to  assure  rural  Americans 
full  partnership  in  the  building  of  our  Great 
Society. 

— ^We  intend  to  increase,  wherever  we 
can,  the  consumer  demand  for  our  agricul- 
tural products. 

I  want  to  emphasize  particularly  the  im- 
portance of  the  choice  that  farmers  have  in 
regard  to  the  commodity  program. 

You  can  choose  our  proposal  to  continue 
but  to  improve  commodity  programs,  or  you 
can  choose  the  contrary  proposal  to  wipe 


those  programs  out  altogether. 

The  opposition  has  already  spoken  plainly. 
The  opposition  has  called — and  I  am  quoting 
verbatim  for  you  to  hear  and  for  you  to 
remember — the  opposition  has  said  "prompt 
and  final  termination  of  the  farm  subsidy 
program."  And  it  has  said,  and  again  I  am 
quoting  verbatim,  "there  can  be  no  equivo- 
cation here." 

In  North  Dakota,  at  the  plowing  contest, 
an  attempt  was  made  to  soften  these  words. 
Our  farmers  were  told,  and  again  I  quote, 
"Nothing  would  be  done  to  bring  disaster 
upon  you  suddenly." 

Well,  I  guess  they  think  disaster  is  better 
if  it  comes  by  degrees !  Or  I  guess  they  think 
they  could  get  by  with  it  easier  if  they  gave 
it  to  you  in  small  doses. 

Disaster  is  exactly  what  their  position 
would  bring  to  the  farmers  of  Iowa. 

The  most  careful  and  responsible  studies, 
some  of  them  by  your  own  widely  respected 
authorities  at  Iowa  State  University,  have 
shown  what  would  happen  if  we  terminated 
farm  price  supports.  And  here  is  what  your 
own  experts  say: 

First,  net  farm  income  throughout  the 
Nation  would  be  cut  in  half,  or  $6  billion. 
Do  you  want  that  to  happen? 

Second,  one  out  of  five  farmers  would  be 
bankrupted.    Do  you  want  that  to  happen? 

Third,  corn  would  sell  for  less  than  80 
cents  a  bushel,  wheat  for  less  than  $1,  and 
soybeans  would  sell  for  less  than  $2  a  bushel. 
It  would  mean  17-cent  cattle  and  13-cent 
hogs.    Do  you  want  that  to  happen? 

Well,  that's  not  all. 

— Here  in  Iowa,  the  land  with  the  richest 
soil  in  the  Union,  net  farm  income  would 
fall  by  more  than  $422  million.  Every  per- 
son in  the  great  State  of  Iowa,  whether  he 
lives  on  a  farm  or  not,  would  suffer.  And 
all  of  you  better  remember  that. 

— ^Net  farm  income  in  the  corn  belt  would 
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drop  by  $1.8  billion — |i.8  billion — a  devas- 
tating blow  to  the  heart  of  America's 
economy. 

To  such  a  disastrous  policy,  I  believe,  and 
I  think  you  believe,  and  I  think  all  America 
believes,  that  the  ansvi^er  ought  to  be  no! 

We  know  from  bitter  experiences  that  de- 
pressions are  farm-led  and  they  are  farm-fed, 
and  I  say  to  you  that  the  Democratic  Party 
under  my  leadership,  as  long  as  I  am  Presi- 
dent, is  not  going  to  repeat  that  experience. 

We  propose,  instead,  to  find  in  our  pres- 
ent feed  grain  program,  our  wheat  program, 
our  programs  for  other  commodities,  those 
elements  which  need  to  be  strengthened, 
and  then  to  improve  them.  Under  these 
programs,  gross  farm  income  has  averaged 
$4  billion  a  year  since  i960.  Net  income  has 
averaged  $900  million  a  year  higher,  or  $600 
more  per  farm  family. 

But  all  of  us  wish  we  had  done  better. 
And  we  will  do  better. 

The  Democratic  goal  is  parity  of  income 
for  the  farmer.  We  are  making  progress 
toward  it.  We  will  make  more  progress  by 
going  forward,  learning  as  we  go,  build- 
ing on  what  we  have  already  done. 

But  parity  of  income  is  not  enough.  Our 
goal  is  more  than  that.  It  is  parity  of  oppor- 
tunity for  rural  America  in  the  broadest 
meaning  of  the  term. 

In  the  past,  our  farm  programs  have  been 
designed  to  protect  against  disaster.  Now 
we  must  aim  at  preserving  and  strengthen- 
ing the  structure  of  the  whole  rural  society, 
based  on  the  family  farm,  based  on  the  rural 
communities  that  have  contributed  so  much 
to  the  American  tradition.  This  is  the  kind 
of  a  Hfe  that  I  grew  up  in.  I  know  its  values. 
I  know  its  worth. 

We  must  make  it  possible  for  young  peo- 
ple to  spend  their  lives  in  the  rural  communi- 
ties where  they  grew  up  if  they  choose  to  do 
so,  instead  of  being  forced  by  economic  ne- 


cessity to  tear  up  their  roots  and  to  move 
away  to  distant  cities. 

We  will  work  together  to  make  more  ef- 
fective use  of  our  food  abundance.  There 
is  no  justification  for  any  person  in  this  coun- 
try going  hungry  in  the  midst  of  plenty. 

The  food  stamp  program  has  worked  well. 
The  Democratic  Party  under  my  administra- 
tion proposes  to  expand  the  food  stamp  pro- 
gram. 

The  Food  for  Peace  program  has  worked 
well.  It  is  good  international  policy.  It  is 
good  economic  policy.  People  who  are 
hungry  are  weak  allies  of  freedom.  We 
broadened  that  program  this  year,  and  we 
will  make  it  still  better  as  we  go  along. 

One  out  of  every  six  dollars  earned  by 
farmers  today  comes  from  export  markets, 
things  we  sell  abroad,  and  one  out  of  every 
four  acres  harvested  today  produces  for  mar- 
kets overseas.  Our  agricultural  exports  for 
dollars  cHmbed  last  year  to  ^^Vz  billion, 
up  20  percent  in  one  year,  35  percent  greater 
than  in  i960. 

And  there  is  another  exciting  prospect  for 
our  agricultural  markets.  Our  studies  show 
that  if  about  80  of  the  newly-developed  coun- 
tries increased  their  per  capita  income  by  just 
$100  a  year,  we  can  double  America's  export 
market  for  food  that  we  produce  in  Iowa  and 
the  other  farm  States.  I  intend  to  continue 
to  improve  and  build  America's  export  mar- 
ket for  the  family  farm,  and  I  pledge  you 
that  we  will  get  that  job  done  if  you  will  re- 
turn the  Democrats  to  office  on  November 

3d. 

I  look  forward  to  the  day  when  we  can  rely 
less  on  cutbacks  and  more  on  programs  to 
sell  abroad  all  that  we  produce. 

I  look  forward  to  the  day  when  our  great 
cooperatives  and  other  private  enterprise  in- 
stitutions can  perform  most  of  the  market- 
ing functions  with  a  minimum  of  Govern- 
ment involved. 
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Rural  America  must  take  a  leading  role 
in  building  the  Great  Society  here  and  in 
the  world.  And  rural  America,  led  by  the 
greatest  State  in  the  farm  belt — Iowa — 
must  take  the  lead  of  all  on  November  3d 
in  electing  a  Democratic  President  and  a 
Democratic  Congress. 

It  was  the  initiative,  it  was  the  vision,  it 
was  the  enterprise  of  America's  farmers, 
Iowa  farmers,  that  developed  our  great  land 
frontiers.  The  same  initiative,  the  same  vi- 
sion, the  same  enterprise  must  help  now  in 
building  a  better,  a  more  prosperous 
America  for  every  boy  and  girl  born  in  the 
United  States. 

So  let's  join  together  to  get  the  job  done, 
not  just  as  Democrats,  not  just  as  Repub- 
licans, but  Americans  first. 

Before  I  leave  I  want  to  tell  each  of  you 
how  proud  the  rest  of  the  Nation  is  of  the 
great  State  of  Iowa  for  the  responsible  State 
Government  that  Harold  Hughes  has  given 
this  State.  We  are  proud  of  his  education 
program.  We  are  proud  of  his  State  re- 
sponsibilities. We  are  proud  of  his  State's 
rights.  He  is  a  living  and  walking  exam- 
ple of  what  bipartisanship  can  mean  and  that 
kind  of  cooperation  we  intend  to  put  into 
effect  in  Washington  on  the  national  level, 
and  your  President  and  your  Governor  are 
going  to  walk  shoulder  to  shoulder  to  get 
the  job  done. 

Yes,  we  pledge  you  people  today  on  our 
word  of  honor  that  we  will  give  you  an  ad- 
ministration that  is  representative  of  all  the 
people  and  all  the  parties,  and  all  the  States 
of  this  Union. 

Peace,  a  five-letter  word — ^p-e-a-c-e — ^peace 
is  our  first  priority.  America  is  the  most 
powerful  Nation  in  all  the  world,  but  we 
must  use  our  power  and  our  responsibility 
carefully  and  with  restraint — not  injudi- 
ciously, never  recklessly. 


Some  of  you  may  remember  a  few  months 
after  that  terrible  tragedy  when  we  lost  our 
great  President,  John  Fitzgerald  Kennedy, 
we  had  a  problem  at  Guantanamo.  Mr. 
Castro  notified  us  that  he  was  cutting  off 
the  water  that  our  boys  stationed  at  Guan- 
tanamo had  to  drink.  There  were  immedi- 
ate shouts  from  all  over  the  land.  They 
gave  us  various  forms  of  advice.  Some  of 
that  advice  said,  "Send  in  the  Marines." 

Well,  we  didn't  act  hastily.  We  acted 
cautiously  and  carefully  and  deliberately, 
because  some  of  those  Marines  come  from 
Iowa  and  Texas  and  the  rest  of  the  States 
of  this  Union,  and  every  one  of  those  Ma- 
rines means  something  to  his  home  and 
something  to  his  President.  So  what  did 
we  do?  Instead  of  sending  the  Marines  in 
to  turn  the  water  on,  we  sent  in  one  admiral 
to  cut  it  off! 

Recently  near  Viet-Nam,  in  the  Gulf  of 
Tonkin,  when  they  fired  on  our  flag,  we  re- 
taliated in  kind.  We  not  only  sank  the 
boats  that  fired  upon  it,  but  we  immediately 
moved  to  destroy  the  nests  that  housed  those 
boats.  But  we  didn't  drop  a  bunch  of 
bombs  on  civilian  women  and  children  in 
an  act  of  desperation  or  in  a  thoughtless 
moment. 

We  used  our  power  with  judgment  and 
v/ith  restraint,  and  I  want  you  to  know  that 
if  I  am  continued  as  your  Commander  in 
Chief,  I  am  willing  to  go  anywhere,  I  am 
willing  to  talk  to  anyone,  I  am  anxious  to 
sit  down  and  get  the  advice  of  men  in  both 
parties. 

You  will  remember  it  was  Arthur  Vanden- 
berg  that  advised  with  Harry  Truman. 
You  will  remember  I  was  the  Democratic 
leader  of  the  Senate  when  President  Eisen- 
hower was  the  Republican  President.  It  is 
now  your  own  Bourke  Hickenlooper  who 
sits  on  the  Foreign  Relations  Committee  and 
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comes  in  and  advises  with  us.  In  matters 
of  foreign  policy,  it  is  not  Democratic,  it  is 
not  Republican.  It  is  what  is  best  for  your 
country. 

We  have  more  freedom  today  than  we 
have  had  at  any  time  in  our  lifetime.  We 
have  more  prosperity  today  than  we  have 
had  at  any  time  in  our  lifetime. 

But  that  doesn't  mean  we  shouldn't  cut 
the  budget.  That  doesn't  mean  we 
shouldn't  cut  waste.  That  doesn't  mean  we 
shouldn't  cut  taxes.  And  this  year,  under 
the  Democratic  leadership  and  in  a  Demo- 
cratic Congress,  with  the  Republican  op- 
position opposing  that  bill,  the  Republican 
leader  in  this  campaign  voted  "no,"  and  we 
reduced  your  taxes  |i2  billion. 

We  reduced  your  budget  $i  billion,  and 
I  say  to  you  that  if  you  will  give  us  some 
more  Democratic  Congressmen  from  Iowa 
to  join  Neal  Smith,  if  you  will  support  the 


strong  right  arm  of  Governor  Hughes,  if  you 
will  return  to  Washington  a  Democratic 
administration,  we  will  work  and  fight  and 
give  you  prosperity  and  peace  for  the  people 
of  this  country. 

I  wish  I  could  stay  here  and  visit  with 
each  of  you.  But  we  must  cover  several 
more  places  today.  We  must  be  on  our  way 
and  all  I  can  say  is  thank  you  from  the  bot- 
tom of  my  heart. 

Good  luck  and  God  bless  you.  I  hope 
that  each  and  every  one  of  you  can  come  to 
the  inauguration.  Wouldn't  that  be  a  won- 
derful sight  in  Washington  in  January? 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  12:05  p.m.  at  the 
Iowa  State  Capitol.  In  his  opening  words  he  re- 
ferred to  Governor  and  Mrs.  Harold  E.  Hughes  of 
Iowa,  Mayor  and  Mrs.  Charles  S.  lies  of  Des  Moines, 
and  Representative  Neal  Smith  of  Iowa.  Later  he 
referred  to  Arthur  H.  Vandenberg,  U.S.  Senator 
from  Michigan  during  the  Truman  administration, 
and  Senator  Bourke  B.  Hickenlooper  of  Iowa. 


635    Remarks  in  Springfield,  III,  at  the  Sangamon 
County  Courthouse.     October  7,  1964 


THANK  YOU  for  this  wonderful  weather. 
Thank  you  for  your  smiling,  happy  faces. 
Thank  you  for  the  great  State  of  Illinois,  the 
CWA,  the  Letter  Carriers  Local  477,  and  all 
you  good  Democrats  that  have  come  out 
here  to  help  us  to  victory. 

My  good  friend  Governor  Otto  Kerner, 
we  are  going  to  reelect  you  Governor  by  one 
of  the  largest  majorities  any  Governor  has 
been  elected  by  in  any  State  in  this  Union.  I 
am  happy  to  be  here  on  the  platform  with 
one  of  the  greatest  United  States  Senators 
this  Nation  has  ever  produced  in  all  of  its 
history — my  friend  Paul  Douglas  of  Illinois. 

And  now  I  have  some  work  for  you  to  do. 
I  just  left  Des  Moines,  a  great  city  in  the 
great  State  of  Iowa.    They  told  me  we  had 


200,000  to  225,000  people  out  there,  and 
they  promised  me  that  they  were  going  to 
send  us  at  least  three  additional  Democratic 
Congressmen  come  November. 

Now,  you  have  some  Democratic  con- 
gressional candidates  here  in  Illinois,  and 
they  ought  to  cease  being  candidates  and  start 
being  Congressmen  come  next  January,  so 
put  this  down  and  don't  forget  it:  Let's  get 
out  and  work  and  vote  and  help  and  pray  for 
Lester  Collins  to  go  to  Congress — and  John 
Desmond  and  Bernard  Hughes. 


Mr,  Attorney  General  dar\,  State  Auditor 
Howlett,  Miss  Dorothy  O'Brien,  who  rode 
out  here  on  the  plane  with  me,  State  Chair- 
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man  Jim  Ronan,  my  old  beloved  jriend  Scott 
Lucas,  the  former  majority  leader  of  the 
Senate,  ladies  and  gentlemen,  fellow 
Democrats: 

It  is  much  warmer  here  in  Springfield  to- 
day than  the  welcome  that  Springfield  gave 
its  most  distinguished  citizen  when  he  ar- 
rived here  127  years  ago.  Shortly  after  that 
arrival,  Abraham  Lincoln  wrote  a  letter  to  a 
friend,  and  he  said  in  that  letter,  and  I  quote 
him,  "I  have  been  spoken  to  by  but  one 
woman  since  I  have  been  here,  and  should 
not  have  been  by  her  if  she  could  have 
avoided  it." 

I  guess  Mr.  Lincoln  didn't  realize  that  all 
Springfield  women  are  naturally  shy,  al- 
though if  those  I  see  here  reflect  their  grand- 
mothers' beauty,  I  can  see  why  Mr.  Lincoln 
was  disappointed. 

I  have  come  here  today  as  Lincoln  did, 
on  political  business.  I  have  come  to  the 
American  heartland  to  set  the  issues  of  this 
campaign  before  the  American  people,  so 
let  us  get  on  our  way  right  now. 

Do  the  American  people  want  to  con- 
tinue the  programs  that  have  brought  us 
unprecedented  national  prosperity?  Do 
you  want  to  continue  the  policies  that  have 
kept  the  peace  through  the  most  dangerous 
20  years  in  human  history? 

Well,  let  me  discuss  prosperity  first. 

I  began  my  public  life  in  Washington  32 
years  ago.  In  those  days  we  set  out  to  save 
and  to  strengthen  our  economy.  Our  econ- 
omy was  on  the  brink  of  total  bankruptcy. 
In  the  fire  of  that  crisis  we  forged  a  policy  for 
economic  strength  that  has  become  the  bul- 
wark of  American  prosperity  ever  since. 

For  30  years,  five  Presidents,  from  both 
political  parties,  have  supported  that  policy. 
And  so  do  I. 

No  part  of  that  policy  has  meant  more  to 
the  good  people  of  America  than  social  se- 
curity, and  we  are  not  about  to  destroy  it. 


either,  by  making  it  voluntary. 

For  30  years  every  President,  Republican 
and  Democrat  alike,  has  supported  social 
security  and  strengthened  it.    And  so  do  I. 

We  built  into  our  economy  a  system  of 
safeguards  to  protect  the  farmer  and  the 
workingman,  the  small  businessman  and  the 
investor,  from  forces  that  were  beyond  their 
control. 

Leaders  of  both  parties  supported  these 
safeguards  and  supported  these  programs. 
And  so  do  I. 

When  we  started  those  programs,  we  could 
only  dream  that  they  would  lead  us  to 
prosperity. 

Today  the  dream  has  become  a  reality. 
Today  the  American  people  are  prosperous 
as  never  before.  Today,  for  the  first  time  in 
history,  over  70  million  Americans  have  jobs. 
Personal  income  after  taxes  has  risen  by 
$80  billion  since  1961.  Corporate  profits 
after  taxes  have  increased  over  12  billion 
since  1961. 

The  stock  market  has  reached  an  alltime 
high,  and  the  people  who  own  the  stocks 
on  the  exchanges  know  that  the  value  of 
those  stocks  today  is  more  than  100  billion 
in  excess  of  what  it  was  last  November  when 
I  took  office  as  President. 

We  are  in  a  great  agricultural  State.  We 
produce  food  for  Illinois,  the  United  States, 
and  the  world.  Our  total  farm  exports  have 
increased  70  percent. 

Today  Illinois  is  in  the  vanguard.  Illi- 
nois is  on  the  move.  And  Governor  Kerner 
and  Paul  Douglas  and  I  intend  to  keep  it  on 
the  move.  We  have  one  of  the  greatest 
public  servants  ever  selected  in  America 
running  on  the  ticket  for  Vice  President — 
Hubert  Humphrey — and  he  is  going  to 
help  us. 

Right  here  in  Illinois  today,  more  people 
are  at  work  earning  more  money,  living 
better,  than  at  any  time  in  American  history. 
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The  unemployment  rate  in  Illinois  has  been 
reduced  by  more  than  one-third  in  the  last 
3  years.  It  has  come  from  6.4  in  July  of 
1961  to  4.1  in  July  of  1964. 

Well,  that  didn't  just  happen  by  chance. 
This  happened  because  the  economic  policies 
that  we  have  followed  for  30  years  under 
five  Presidents,  of  both  parties,  those  policies 
represented  the  consensus  of  the  American 
people. 

But  let  me  tell  you  today:  Those  policies 
are  in  jeopardy  and  are  in  danger. 

You  have  made  a  clear  choice,  and  you 
are  going  to  have  a  chance  to  go  to  the  ballot 
box  and  exercise  that  choice  November  3d. 
What  will  that  choice  be?  Are  you  going 
to  abandon  and  forget  the  tested  policies  that 
have  worked  for  the  last  20  years  to  go  to 
dangerous,  uncertain  policies  that  you  know 
not  of?  Or  will  you  hold  steadfast  on  the 
highway  to  prosperity  set  by  the  leaders  of 
both  parties  over  the  last  30  years? 

But  prosperity  is  worthless  unless  we  keep 
the  peace.  The  most  important  thing  in  the 
world  to  every  mother,  to  every  boy,  to  every 
American  citizen,  is  peace  in  the  world. 

And  don't  you  forget  it  when  you  get  in 
the  polling  booth  and  vote  November  3d. 
You  vote  for  the  man  or  woman,  the  candi- 
date that  in  your  judgment  is  most  likely  to 
promote  the  cause  of  peace  in  this  land  and 
in  this  world.  You  vote  for  yourself.  You 
have  judgment.  You  have  conscience. 
You  have  knowledge.  You  can  look  into 
their  faces.     You  can  hear  their  voices. 

So  you  go  and  vote  for  Molly  and  the 
babies;  you  vote  for  peace  in  the  United 
States  between  labor  and  business  and  Gov- 
ernment; you  vote  for  peace  in  the  world 
among  all  people. 

America's  policy  for  peace  rests  on  two 
foundations:  strength  and  reason. 

We  are  today,  as  we  meet  here,  the  great- 
est military  power  on  this  earth. 


We  possess  1,100  long-range  bombers, 
nearly  half  of  them  on  15-minute  alert. 
And  the  only  nation  that  contests  with  us 
for  superiority  has  only  a  small  fraction  of 
that  number. 

We  have  more  than  800  intercontinental 
ballistic  missiles  with  nuclear  warheads. 
That  is  four  times  as  many  as  the  other 
fellow  has. 

We  have  256  Polaris  missiles  on  16  nuclear- 
powered  submarines — far  more  than  the 
Communists  have. 

And  so  long  as  I  am  your  President  we 
shall  never  use  this  awesome  strength  to  start 
a  war.  Because  we  have  it,  we  may  never 
need  it. 

But  the  second  foundation  of  peace  is  rea- 
son— willingness  to  use  our  minds  and  our 
hearts  as  well  as  our  muscles  and  our 
strength.  This  has  been  the  policy  of  all 
the  Presidents  of  your  time  and  my  time  in 
both  parties. 

These  Presidents  of  both  parties  have  used 
our  strength  with  resolution,  but  never  reck- 
lessly. They  have  never  been  afraid  to  stand 
up  for  freedom,  and  they  have  never  been 
afraid  to  sit  down  at  the  council  table  to 
seek  an  agreement.  They  have  been  reso- 
lute, but  they  haven't  been  reckless.  They 
have  been  courageous,  but  they  have  never 
been  careless.  True,  they  have  not  built  a 
perfect  world,  but  I  can  tell  you  this:  They 
have  achieved  a  safer  world. 

Today  we  celebrate  the  first  anniversary 
of  the  signing  of  the  limited  nuclear  test  ban 
treaty.  Next  week  I  will  report  by  nation- 
wide television  so  that  every  home  and  every 
mother  and  every  child  and  every  son  in  this 
country  can  hear  that  report.  I  am  going 
to  tell  you  what  has  happened  in  the  first 
year  of  the  nuclear  test  ban  treaty,  and  how 
successful  that  treaty  has  been. 

A  year  ago,  when  Senator  Douglas  and 
other  great  men  ratified  that  treaty,  our  be- 
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loved  President  John  Fitzgerald  Kennedy 
said,  "In  its  first  two  decades,  the  age  of 
nuclear  energy  has  been  full  of  fear,  yet 
never  empty  of  hope."  Today  the  fear  is 
a  litde  less,  and  the  hope  is  a  little  greater. 

Well,  so  long  as  Lyndon  Johnson  is  your 
President,  I  will  continue  to  nurture  and  to 
strengthen  that  hope. 

I  can  tell  you  that  the  air  you  breathe 
is  not  as  polluted,  the  milk  that  you  drink  is 
not  as  dangerous,  and  the  unborn  babies  do 
not  have  the  problems  that  they  would  have 
had  except  for  the  nuclear  test  ban  treaty. 
And  I  hope  that  every  mother  in  this  crowd, 
every  citizen  of  America,  every  student  here 
today  will  listen  in  on  the  television  next 
week  when  I  talk  to  you  on  the  accomplish- 
ments of  the  first  year  of  the  nuclear  test 
ban  treaty. 

Those  policies  of  power  plus  reason  are 
wise.  They  are  strong.  They  are  tested. 
And  they  have  worked. 

I  don't  believe  that  you  want  to  give  up 
those  tested  policies.    Do  you? 

I  don't  believe  that  you  want  to  start  off  on 
a  dangerous,  uncharted  course  where  you 
don't  know  where  you  are  going.    Do  you? 

I  believe  that  you  want  to  continue  to 
guard  freedom's  gate  with  strength,  and  to 
guard  it  also  with  good  judgment  and  good 
sense. 

Well,  that  is  the  choice  in  this  election. 

I  don't  want  just  95.9  percent  of  the  labor 
force  of  Illinois  at  work,  as  it  is  today.  The 
Democratic  administration  wants  every  man 
and  every  woman  that  is  willing  to  work  to 
have  a  job. 

We  don't  want  prosperity  for  just  85  per- 
cent of  Illinois  families  who  enjoy  it  today. 
We  want  to  wipe  out  poverty  along  the  line 
so  that  the  15  percent  of  Illinois  families  that 
live  below  the  poverty  line  can  have  a  better 
standard  of  living. 

We  are  already  on  our  way  to  greater  pros- 


perity. The  tax  cut,  enacted  by  this  session 
of  Congress,  will,  when  effective,  put  over 
$500  million  into  Illinois  wage-earners' 
pockets.  It  will  create  130,000  new  jobs  in 
Illinois.  It  will  generate  an  increase  in  total 
income  of  almost  $2  billion.  It  will  boost 
State  and  local  revenues  by  over  f  160  mil- 
lion. 

Next  year,  with  your  help,  I  am  going  to 
ask  the  Congress  to  cut  our  excise  taxes.  I 
am  going  to  ask  the  Congress  to  improve 
and  to  extend  our  social  security.  And  de- 
pending on  how  successful  we  are  in  this 
election  November  3d,  we  may  ask  the  Con- 
gress to  act  on  social  security  earlier  than  you 
think. 

Four  years  ago  we  promised  to  get  Amer- 
ica moving  again.  We  have  honored  that 
promise:  America  is  moving. 

Your  vote  in  this  election  November  3d 
will  decide  whether  to  keep  the  engines  of 
progress  roaring  forward  or  whether  to 
throw  them  into  reverse  and  turn  sharply 
from  the  course  they  now  follow. 

I  have  faith  in  the  American  people.  I 
believe  that  3  54  weeks  from  now  you  will 
keep  America  steady,  you  will  keep  America 
safe,  you  will  keep  America  on  the  high  road 
to  peace  and  increasing  prosperity  for  all 
of  our  people. 

We  live  in  a  world  with  more  than  120 
other  nations.  We  live  in  a  Nation  with  50 
States.  We  have  our  differences  and  we 
have  our  problems,  and  we  never  settle  those 
differences  or  those  problems  with  ultima- 
tums. We  don't  intend  to  bury  anyone  in 
the  world,  but  we  don't  intend  to  be  buried, 
either. 

We  have  stood  firm  with  the  Communists 
in  the  Tonkin  Gulf  and  at  Guantanamo. 
You  will  remember  not  many  months  after  I 
took  office  when  I  was  trying  to  unite  the 
American  people  and  asked  them  to  come 
and  help  me  carry  on  the  job  that  President 
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Kennedy  had  left.  I  was  trying  to  bring 
neighbor  and  neighbor  and  brother  and 
brother  together,  and  Mr.  Castro  went  out 
and  cut  off  the  water  to  our  Guantanamo 
base.  I  got  emotional  appeals  from  all  over 
the  Nation.  I  got  this  wire  from  this  section 
and  this  wire  from  this  section,  and  people 
advocated  moving  immediately.  One  man 
even  said,  "Send  in  the  Marines." 

Well,  I  know  a  lot  about  the  Marines. 
There  is  one  of  the  greatest  ones  in  the 
world  right  there  on  the  platform — ^Paul 
Douglas.  But  we  tried  to  evaluate  the  sit- 
uation and  carefully  consider  it,  and  we  fi- 
nally concluded  that  it  would  be  wiser  to 
send  in  one  admiral  to  cut  the  water  off  in- 
stead of  a  bunch  of  Marines  to  turn  it  on. 

We  believe  that  communism  is  the  wave 
of  the  past,  and  freedom  is  the  wave  of  the 
future. 

In  Latin  America  communism  has  been  on 
the  run — ^in  Chile,  in  Brazil.  And  the  rest 
of  the  hemisphere  has  isolated  Castro  in 
Cuba,  and  more  than  350,000  of  his  people 
have  fled  their  homeland. 

No,  we  must  have  peace  and  prosperity 
in  this  country.  Arthur  Vandenberg 
worked  with  President  Truman  for  a  two- 
party  foreign  policy  and  a  bipartisan  foreign 
policy.  Lyndon  Johnson,  as  Democratic 
leader,  worked  with  Dwight  Eisenhower, 
a  Republican  President,  to  present  a  united 
front  before  the  world.  Bourke  Hicken- 
looper  worked  with  John  Kennedy  to  try  to 
make  our  foreign  policy  nonpartisan. 

And  I  ask  all  of  you.  Democrats  and  Re- 
publicans, and  whatnots — and,  if  you  please, 
good  Americans  first  of  all — to  realize  that 
we  are  living  in  a  critical  era,  in  a  difficult 


period,  which  will  test  our  patience  and  our 
judgment.  And  we  must  keep  our  guard 
up,  but  we  must  keep  our  hand  out.  We 
must  be  strong  enough  to  defend  America 
and  that  flag  wherever  it  may  be  challenged, 
but  we  must  not  go  around  over  the  world 
rattling  our  rockets  and  threatening  our 
bombs. 

So  realize  that  you  have  one  of  the  most 
priceless  privileges  that  human  beings  any- 
where have.  You  have  the  right  to  vote. 
Now  go  exercise  it  November  3d.  Go  vote 
for  peace  and  prosperity. 

I  could  spend  all  afternoon  recommending 
myself,  but  I  am  not  going  to  do  that.  I 
am  going  to  recommend  this  to  you:  You 
study  this  matter,  you  look  at  the  record, 
you  listen  to  the  statements,  and  then  you 
go  and  do  not  what  is  best  for  the  Demo- 
crats, not  what  is  best  for  the  Republicans, 
but  you  go  and  do  what  you  know  in  your 
heart  is  best  for  America. 

This  has  been  a  delightful  afternoon.  I 
want  to  thank  all  of  you  for  your  wonderful 
courtesy.  I  want  to  ask  you  to  give  me  your 
help,  give  me  your  hand,  give  me  your 
prayers  in  the  job  that  I  am  trying  so  hard 
to  do.  If  you  will  do  that,  we  will  have  the 
greatest  victory  for  good  government  and 
for  all  the  American  people  on  November 
3d  that  you  ever  read  about  in  all  American 
history. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  3:16  p.m.  at  the 
Courthouse  in  Springfield.  In  the  opening  words 
to  his  formal  remarks  the  President  referred  to  Illi- 
nois Attorney  General  William  G.  Clark,  State 
Auditor  Michael  J.  Howlett,  National  Democratic 
Committeewoman  Dorothy  O'Brien,  Democratic 
State  Central  Committee  Chairman  James  A.  Ronan, 
and  former  Senator  Scott  Lucas  of  Illinois. 
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636    Remarks  on  the  Courthouse  Steps  in  Peoria. 
October  7,  1964 


Governor  Kerner,  my  friend  and  your  won- 
derful Governor,  Otto  Kerner: 

Illinois  is  going  to  give  you  the  greatest 
majority  come  November  that  any  Demo- 
cratic Governor  in  this  Nation  received. 

I  v^ant  to  pay  tribute  to  your  fighting 
Senator,  the  representative  of  all  the  people, 
all  the  time,  Paul  Douglas. 

I  have  enjoyed  traveling  through  Illinois 
this  afternoon  with  Lieutenant  Governor 
Samuel  Shapiro,  Attorney  General  William 
Clark,  State  Auditor  Michael  Hov^lett,  your 
candidate  for  secretary  of  state,  Paul  Powell, 
your  National  committeewoman,  Dorothy 
O'Brien,  your  congressional  candidate,  Mr. 
Cole  Baker,  your  State  chairman,  Jim 
Ronan. 

Now,  my  fellow  Americans,  we  have  come 
to  the  end  of  a  long  and  busy  and  thrilling 
and  inspiring  day.  Everywhere  we  have 
gone,  from  the  time  we  left  early  this  morn- 
ing until  late  this  evening,  we  have  seen 
young  Democrats,  middle-aged  Democrats, 
senior  Democrats,  Independents,  Republi- 
cans who  want  to  vote  for  a  President  in 
November  that  will  represent  all  the  people. 

I  think  I  can  tell  you  that  the  ticket  of 
Johnson  and  Humphrey  is  going  to  lead 
this  Nation  to  a  great  victory  come  No- 
vember. 

Four  weeks  from  today  the  American  peo- 
ple will  have  made  their  choice.  I  have 
come  here  tonight  to  set  that  choice  before 
the  people. 

This  is  a  great  day  in  America's  heardand. 
America  today  is  the  richest  nation  and  the 
most  prosperous  nation  and  the  most  power- 
ful nation  on  earth,  and  as  long  as  I  am  your 
President  I  intend  to  keep  it  that  way. 

Illinois  is  today  the  powerhouse  of  Amer- 
ica, and  Governor  Kerner  and  I  intend  to 


keep  it  that  way.    Let  me  be  specific: 

Today,  for  the  first  time  in  history,  over 
70  million  Americans  have  jobs.  Personal 
income  after  taxes  has  risen  by  $80  billion 
in  3  years  and  corporate  profits  after  taxes 
have  increased  over  $12  billion.  The  stock 
market  has  reached  an  alltime  high.  The 
value  of  the  stocks  on  the  New  York  Stock 
Exchange  are  worth  $100  billion  more  than 
they  were  when  I  took  office  last  November. 
Total  farm  exports  have  increased  25  percent. 

And  in  this  great  surge,  Illinois  has  been 
one  of  the  leading  States  of  the  Nation. 

Illinois  is  today  one  of  the  top  States  in 
the  Union,  as  Governor  Kerner  said,  in 
exports  to  foreign  nations — both  industrial 
and  agricultural  exports. 

Illinois  today  has  one  of  the  lowest  un- 
employment rates  of  any  industrial  State  in 
the  Union,  and  I'll  tell  you  who  has  been 
fighting  to  bring  that  about — ^your  own  great 
Senator  Paul  Douglas. 

Illinois  was  the  only  industrial  State  that 
was  able  to  reduce  its  public  aid  under  Fed- 
eral programs  last  year. 

Illinois  today  has  more  men  and  women 
learning  more  new  skills  under  the  Man- 
power Development  and  Training  Act  than 
any  other  State  in  the  entire  Union. 

In  1 96 1  the  unemployment  rate  in  Illinois 
was  6.4  percent.  In  July  of  this  year  that 
rate  had  been  slashed  more  than  33  percent. 
Since  August  of  1961,  more  than  a  dozen 
labor  areas  of  Illinois  have  been  taken  off  the 
list  of  "areas  of  substantial  unemployment" — 
including  your  own  great  city  of  Peoria. 

I  understand  that  a  man  who  works  in  the 
Unemployment  Compensation  Service  is 
afraid  if  things  keep  on  going  this  way,  he 
v/ill  be  out  of  a  job  pretty  soon. 

Yes,  you  are  rebuilding  Peoria.    You  have 
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a  positive  program.  You  stand  for  some- 
thing. You  believe  in  moving  forward. 
You  believe  in  going  ahead.  You  are  not 
just  a  bunch  of  negative  "aginers."  The 
excitement  of  rebirth  is  everywhere  in  this 
city.  You  can  see  it.  You  can  feel  it.  It 
is  in  the  air.  We  are  moving  on.  You  have 
new  office  buildings,  you  have  new  civic 
buildings,  you  have  new  highways,  you  have 
new  motels. 

Yes,  this  is  a  proud,  new  city  of  the  future 
in  the  20th  century,  and  you  are  entided 
to  20th  century  leadership,  and  you  are  going 
to  get  it  November  3d. 

One  of  your  great  industrial  companies 
expects  its  first  billion-dollar-year  this  year. 
All  the  signs  read  "Help  Wanted,"  "Men  at 
Work." 

And  we  intend  to  keep  it  that  way. 

None  of  this  has  happened  by  accident. 
It  has  happened  because  you  had  the  vision 
to  rebuild  your  city.  It  happened  because 
your  State  and  National  Governments  have 
pursued  policies  that  made  progress  possible, 
policies  that  insured  economic  growth.  Let 
me  give  you  just  one  example. 

The  biggest  tax  cut  in  American  history, 
recommended  by  our  late  beloved,  martyred 
President  John  Fitzgerald  Kennedy,  and 
supported  by  most  of  the  men  in  the  House 
of  Representatives  and  in  the  United  States 
Senate,  was  enacted  by  the  Congress. 

In  that  tax  bill  we  reduced  the  tax  bill  of 
the  average  taxpayer  by  20  percent.  We  cre- 
ated 130,000  new  jobs  in  Illinois.  We  gen- 
erated an  increase  in  total  Illinois  income  of 
$2  billion.  We  boosted  State  and  local  tax 
revenues  by  $160  million.  We  cut  Illinois 
withholding  tax  payments  by  $500  million. 

Four  years  ago  the  mighty  industrial  and 
agricultural  center  of  Illinois  was  stalled  on 
dead  center. 

Today,  Illinois  is  on  the  move,  and  we  in- 
tend   to    keep    Illinois    moving    forward. 


There  are  those  who  say  "no."  There  are 
those  who  say  "stand  still."  There  are  those 
who  say  "hold  back."  There  are  those  who 
say  "retreat."  There  are  those  who  say  "re- 
peal the  bills  that  have  made  America  great." 

We  say,  "Let  us  keep  moving.  Let  us 
continue,"  and  that  is  the  choice  before  the 
American  people  this  November. 

You  have  a  clear,  unmistakable  choice  be- 
tween continuing  those  policies  that  have 
brought  us  to  a  peak  of  prosperity,  or  turning 
to  policies  that  will  wreck  our  progress. 

Let  me  give  you  one  example:  The  social 
security  system  has  made  it  possible  for  19,- 
700,000,  almost  20  milUon  Americans — one 
out  of  every  10  persons  in  this  country — to 
live  under  that  social  security  system  and  they 
are  permitted  to  live  their  later  years  in  dig- 
nity, with  security. 

Now  there  are  those  in  this  land  who 
believe  that  our  social  security  system  should 
be  changed.  They  say  it  ought  to  be  volun- 
tary. Even  members  of  their  own  party 
say  a  voluntary  plan  would  wreck  social 
security,  it  would  bankrupt  the  system. 

Let  me  make  this  clear  this  afternoon, 
here  in  Peoria:  This  is  one  of  the  most  im- 
portant issues  in  this  campaign.  Americans 
are  not  going  to  gamble  on  social  security. 
They  are  not  going  to  risk  destroying  a  pro- 
gram that  has  proved  the  bedrock  of  security 
for  our  older  citizens. 

And  the  position  of  Johnson  and  Hum- 
phrey is  clear:  We  are  going  to  fight  for  and 
strengthen  and  defend  and  protect  social 
security,  and  we  are  going  to  extend  it 
when  the  Congress  meets  again!  The  Illi- 
nois AFL-CIO  State  convention  meeting 
here  in  Peoria  has  fought  for  social  security. 
Reuben  Soderstrom  and  his  colleagues  have 
worked  to  make  America  a  stronger  Nation, 
they  have  worked  to  make  it  a  better  place  to 
live. 

So   has   another   great   American,    Paul 
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Douglas.  He  was  one  of  the  architects  of 
the  Social  Security  Act  of  1935,  and  through 
the  years  he  has  been  its  staunchest  friend. 

This  is  the  choice  the  American  people 
have  to  make  in  November:  Do  you  v^ant 
to  go  back  to  the  1930's  v^hen  all  the  doors 
v^ere  closed,  v^hen  all  the  signs  read  "No 
help  w^anted"?  Or  do  you  want  to  move 
forward  to  the  wide  open  vistas  of  the 
1960's? 

For  30  years,  under  5  different  Presidents, 
we  have  followed  a  course  to  a  stable,  pros- 
perous, and  good  society,  where  child  la- 
bor is  outlawed,  where  minimum  wages  are 
guaranteed,  where  the  elderly  receive  social 
security  and  the  young  find  opportunity; 
where  labor  and  industry  bargain  freely; 
where  our  Nation  is  safe  with  a  defense  sys- 
tem stronger  than  those  of  all  the  other  na- 
tions on  earth  combined. 

We  are  not  about  to  give  any  of  those 
rights  up.  Working  together,  Republicans 
and  Independents  and  Democrats  alike,  we 
shall  go  forward  to  the  greatest  goal:  Peace 
on  earth,  good  will  toward  men. 

The  road  to  peace  is  not  an  easy  one.  It  is 
fraught  with  many  perils.  It  has  many  side 
turns.  There  are  no  short  cuts.  But  we 
move  along  it  and  we  must  move  calmly. 
We  must  move  patiently.  We  must  move 
confidently.  We  must  move  with  resolu- 
tion, and  above  all,  as  good  Americans,  we 
must  move  carefully  and  responsibly  at  all 
times. 

President  Woodrow  Wilson,  one  of  our 
great  Presidents,  traveling  through  the 
United  States,  once  said  in  the  great  city  of 
St.  Louis:  "Things  get  very  lonely  in  Wash- 
ington sometimes.  The  real  voice  of  the 
great  people  of  America  sometimes  sounds 
faint,  and  sometimes  sounds  distant." 

Well,  we  have  to  get  away  from  Washing- 
ton once  in  a  while  to  come  out  and  see  the 
young  Democrats  and  the  great  citizens  of 


this  land.  And  I  think  if  Woodrow  Wilson 
were  here  in  Peoria  this  afternoon,  he  would 
not  think  that  your  voices  sounded  faint  or 
distant,  because  he  would  know  that  we 
are  here  in  the  heardand  of  America,  and 
that  you  are  going  to  lead  us  to  victory  in 
November. 

Yes,  all  day  I  have  seen  your  smiling  faces. 
All  day  I  have  looked  into  your  happy  coun- 
tenances. All  day  I  have  seen  the  family  life, 
the  mothers  and  the  children  of  America 
here  in  the  heardand  of  the  great  State  of 
Illinois.  And  those  voices  sound  powerful 
to  me.  They  sound  clear.  They  sound 
free. 

And  when  I  return  to  the  White  House, 
and  the  policemen  turn  the  keys  on  those 
locks  on  those  big  black  gates,  and  I  get  to 
those  few  acres  that  are  back  of  our  house,  it 
is  going  to  be  folks  like  you  that  sustain  me 
in  my  labors  and  in  my  thoughts.  It  is  go- 
ing to  be  prayers  like  yours  that  give  us 
inspiration  and  hope  and  leadership  and 
make  it  possible  for  us  some  way,  somehow, 
to  achieve  peace  on  earth. 

And  I  want  each  of  you  to  know  that  you 
have  a  part  to  play  in  American  history, 
that  you  have  a  responsibility  as  citizens  of 
the  most  powerful  nation  in  the  world,  that 
you  have  an  obligation  as  Americans — 
whether  you  are  Democrats  or  whether  you 
are  Republicans,  or  whether  you  are  Inde- 
pendents— and  that  obligation  is  to  go  out 
and  work  and  fight  and  give  the  best  talents 
you  have  to  make  democracy  live. 

Ten  months  ago,  in  a  tragic  moment,  I 
was  called  upon  to  assume  the  awesome  re- 
sponsibilities of  President  of  this  country. 
And  I  told  you  that  afternoon,  after  I  took 
the  oath  of  office  in  Air  Force  One,  that  I 
wanted  you  to  give  me  your  help  and  give 
me  your  hand,  and  give  me  your  prayers; 
that  all  I  could  tell  you  was  I  would  do  the 
best  I  could. 
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We  had  a  difEcult  transition  period  be- 
cause all  the  world  was  looking  at  us.  Our 
great,  young  leader  had  fallen.  And  our 
own  people  and  the  other  peoples  of  the 
world  were  watching  what  course  America 
would  take.  You  sustained  me  with  your 
strength.    You  helped  me  with  your  prayers. 

America  united — the  businessman,  the 
labor  man,  the  farmer,  the  Congress — all  put 
their  shoulders  to  the  wheel,  and  America 
became  a  united  nation  instead  of  a  divided 
nation.  America  became  a  nation  of  lovers 
instead  of  a  nation  of  haters.  America  be- 
came a  nation  of  people  who  have  faith  in- 
stead of  people  who  have  doubt. 

As  I  leave  you  this  afternoon,  I  want  you 
to  know  that  I  have  faith  in  you,  I  trust  you. 


I  know  what  you  are  going  to  do:  You  are 
going  to  do  what  is  best  for  your  country. 
You  are  going  to  do  what  is  best  for  Amer- 
ica. You  are  going  to  the  polls  on  Novem- 
ber 3d  and  give  us  the  greatest  victory  that 
any  party  ever  had. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  6:05  p.m.  on  the 
Courthouse  steps  in  Peoria,  111.  In  his  opening 
words  he  referred  to  Governor  Otto  Kerner  of  Il- 
linois. Later  he  referred  to  Senator  Paul  H.  Douglas, 
Lieutenant  Governor  Samuel  Shapiro,  State  Attorney 
General  William  G.  Clark,  State  Auditor  Michael 
J.  Howlett,  Paul  Powell,  Democratic  candidate  for 
secretary  of  state,  Dorothy  O'Brien,  Democratic 
national  committeewoman.  Cole  Baker,  Democratic 
candidate  for  Representative,  James  A.  Ronan,  chair- 
man of  the  Democratic  State  Central  Committee, 
all  of  Illinois,  and  Reuben  Soderstrom,  president 
of  the  Illinois  State  Federation  of  Labor -Congress 
of  Industrial  Organizations. 
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Mr,  Soderstrom,  Governor  Kerner,  Senator 
Douglas,  Governor  Shapiro,  Attorney  Gen- 
eral Clar\,  State  Auditor  Howlett,  Mr,  Paul 
Powell,  secretary  of  state,  my  friends: 

You  and  I  have  a  job  to  do  on  November 
3d,  and  we  are  going  to  do  that  job,  and  we 
are  going  to  take  one  thing  at  a  time.  But 
the  first  job  is  to  get  out  of  convention,  get 
back  home,  quit  our  big  talk  and  our  brag- 
ging, and  get  down  to  work  and  get  our 
friends  and  our  uncles,  and  our  cousins  and 
our  aunts  to  the  polls,  and  elect  Lyndon 
Johnson  and  Hubert  Humphrey  by  the  great- 
est landslide. 

Then  we  are  not  going  to  repeal  these  laws 
that  we  have  been  passing  ever  since  the 
days  of  Franklin  D.  Roosevelt.  We  are 
going  to  keep  them.  I  wish  I  had  all  night 
to  talk  to  you  about  them,  there  are  so 
many  of  them.  But  together  we  have  come 
a  long  way  in  30  years,  and  there  is  not  a 
single  man  or  woman  in  this  room  that 


would  go  back  where  we  came  from  or 
would  want  their  children  to  go  back  where 
we  came  from. 

We  have  abolished  child  labor  and  the 
sweatshops,  and  we  don't  want  to  go  back 
to  it.  We  rejected  the  arguments  of  those 
who  fought  our  social  security  program  and 
said  it  ought  to  be  voluntary,  and  we  are  not 
about  to  go  back  to  it.  We  have  made  col- 
lective bargaining  the  law  of  the  land  and  we 
are  going  to  keep  it  that  way.  We  have 
said  that  we  believed  a  laborer  was  worthy  of 
his  hire,  and  we  have  passed  minimum  wage 
laws  and  maximum  hours  laws,  and  we  are 
not  about  to  turn  our  back  on  them. 

Today  we  have  20  million  people  living  in 
decency  and  dignity  off  their  social  security 
checks.  And  we  are  going  to  make  the  sys- 
tem sounder  and  more  sensible,  and  improve 
it  and  extend  it,  and  not  destroy  it.  We  are 
not  going  to  sit  idly  by  and  let  a  few  men 
defeat  us  in  our  attempt  to  give  this  Nation 
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a  sensible,  sane,  wise  medical  care  plan  under 
social  security. 

We  believe  that  every  boy  and  girl  in  this 
land  ought  to  be  entitled  to  all  the  education 
that  he  can  profitably  take,  and  it  doesn't 
make  any  difference  how  long  we  have  to 
work,  or  how  many  speeches  we  have  to 
make,  or  how  many  States  we  have  to 
cover — we  are  going  to  build  those  school- 
houses  and  put  a  teacher  in  every  schoolroom 
until  that  job  is  done. 

We  believe  in  equal  rights  for  all  Ameri- 
cans and  special  privileges  for  none,  and  we 
are  going  to  solve  our  problems  just  like 
you  workingmen  solve  them  around  the 
council  table  when  you  have  a  difference. 
We  are  going  to  reason  them  out.  In  the 
words  of  the  prophet  Isaiah,  we  are  going  to 
come  now  and  let  us  reason  together.  We 
are  not  going  to  allow  anyone  to  tear  this 
Nation  to  pieces. 

We  don't  hate,  we  don't  fear,  we  don't 
doubt.  We  have  faith,  and  we  love  our 
country  and  love  its  people  and  each  other. 

For  56  years  I  have  been  listening  to  these 
voices  of  doom.  I  heard  them  first  talk 
about  Franklin  D.  Roosevelt  being  a  dic- 
tator, and  when  that  old  dog  wouldn't  hunt 
any  more,  they  talked  about  poor  little  Fala. 
I  heard  them  abuse  Harry  S.  Truman  from 
every  stump  in  the  land,  and  I  was  one  that 
saw  that  great  big  banner  headline  on  that 
unreliable  Chicago  Tribune  that  said, 
"Dewey  sweeps  to  victory." 

I  saw  them  when  they  tried  to  control 
a  Republican  President,  President  Eisen- 
hower, and  he  wanted  to  do  something  to 
bring  peace  to  the  world,  and  some  of  them 
would  go  back  on  the  back  row  and  fight 
him.  I  looked  up  my  record  the  other  day 
on  foreign  policy  matters,  and  I  had  voted 
with  President  Eisenhower  three  times  as 
much  as  the  Republican  leader  had  voted 
with  him. 


Well,  are  we  going  to  get  the  job  done 
and  are  we  going  to  do  it  up  brown?  Well, 
now,  Dewey  thought  he  was  going  to  do  it 
up  brown.  The  polls  had  him  ahead,  too, 
you  know.  We  have  to  go  out  here  to  the 
heartland  of  America  and  we  have  to  carry 
the  message  to  the  people.  They  have  to 
know  that  all  these  things  that  they  believe 
in,  all  these  things  they  have  fought  for,  all 
these  things  that  they  treasure  and  that  they 
want  to  pass  on  to  their  children  so  their 
little  ones  can  have  a  better  life  than  they 
have  had — they  have  to  know  that  they 
can  all  go  down  the  drain  on  November  3d 
if  you  just  sit  in  your  rocking  chair  at  home 
and  don't  vote. 

I  left  Washington  early  this  morning.  I 
have  been  going  all  day  long.  I  am  going  to 
continue  to  go  until  November  3d. 

On  election  night  I  am  going  to  be  at  my 
little  ranch  home  on  the  banks  of  the  Peder- 
nales,  down  the  road  from  where  my  mother, 
my  father,  my  grandfather,  my  grand- 
mother, my  great-grandfather  and  great- 
grandmother  are  buried,  and  I  am  going  to 
be  waiting  until  we  hear  from  the  great 
State  of  Illinois.  I  think  I  know  what  I  am 
going  to  hear,  if  you  don't  let  me  down. 

I  think  that  Senator  Humphrey  and  I  are 
going  to  be  proud  of  what  you  do  between 
now  and  November  3d,  and  we  are  going  to 
be  proud  of  what  you  do  that  day,  but  more 
important,  I  think  you  are  going  to  be 
prouder  yourself. 

If  you  will  give  us  the  mandate,  if  you, 
by  your  vote,  will  give  us  your  approval,  we 
will  go  back  to  that  Capital  City  on  the  Poto- 
mac and  we  will  take  the  programs  that  were 
started  by  Franklin  Delano  Roosevelt  and 
carried  on  by  Harry  S.  Truman,  and  ad- 
vanced by  John  Fitzgerald  Kennedy,  and  we 
will  build  a  greater  America. 

During  our  4  years  it  may  not  be  possible 
for  us  to  enact  a  program  that  will  make 
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every  man  a  king,  but  it  will  be  possible  to 
preserve  v^hat  wt  have,  and  to  add  to  it, 
and  to  make  this  land  a  better  place  for  all 
of  us  to  live  in. 

So  remember  all  the  things  that  are  at 
stake.  Remember  that  you  have  much  to 
preserve  and  much  to  protect. 

Nov^,  go  and  do  your  duty. 


note:  The  President  spoke  at  6:40  p.m.  in  the  Ar- 
mory in  Peoria.  His  opening  words  referred  to 
Reuben  Soderstrom,  president,  IlUnois  State  Feder- 
ation of  Labor-Congress  of  Industrial  Organizations, 
Governor  Otto  Kerner,  Senator  Paul  H.  Douglas,  and 
Lieutenant  Governor  Samuel  Shapiro,  all  of  Illinois, 
State  Attorney  General  William  G.  Clark,  State  Audi- 
tor Michael  J.  Hovv^lett,  and  Democratic  candidate 
for  Illinois  secretary  of  state,  Paul  Powell. 
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My  fellow  Americans: 

I  have  been  in  this  office  for  almost  a 
year — ever  since  that  black  and  unforgettable 
day  v^hen  America  lost  one  of  its  greatest 
leaders — cut  dow^n  in  the  fullness  of  his  man- 
hood and  promise. 

I  have  drawn  much  of  my  strength  in  this 
task  from  loyal  and  dedicated  public  servants. 
Most  of  all  I  have  draw^n  strength  from  the 
v^arm  support  and  understanding  of  the 
American  people. 

I  v^ill  alv^ays  be  grateful  to  you  for  that. 

I  am  now  on  a  tour  that  will  take  me  to 
every  section  of  the  country — to  discuss  with 
you  the  important  issues  of  this  campaign. 

Few  presidential  elections  in  our  entire 
history  have  presented — as  this  one  does — 
a  basic  choice  that  involves  the  fundamental 
principles  of  American  life. 

We  must  decide  whether  we  will  move 
ahead  by  building  on  the  solid  structure 
created  by  forward-looking  men  of  both 
parties  over  the  past  30  years.  Or  whether 
we  will  begin  to  tear  down  this  structure 
and  move  in  a  radically  different,  and — I 
believe — a  deeply  dangerous  direction. 

Most  of  you  listening  to  me  have  felt  the 
steady  progress  of  American  prosperity  in 
your  own  life  and  the  life  of  your  family. 
Most  of  you,  more  than  ever  before,  can  look 
forward,  with  confidence,  to  a  steadily  im- 


proving life  for  your  children. 

Our  prosperity  is  not  just  good  luck.  It 
rests  on  basic  beliefs  which  a  generation  of 
leaders  has  carefully  woven  into  the  fabric 
of  American  life. 

Our  prosperity  rests  on  the  basic  belief 
that  the  work  of  free  individuals  makes  a  na- 
tion— and  it  is  the  job  of  Government  to 
help  them  do  the  best  they  can. 

Our  prosperity  rests  on  the  basic  belief 
that  our  greatest  resource  is  the  health  and 
skills  and  knowledge  of  our  people.  We 
have  backed  up  this  belief  with  public  and 
private  investment  in  education  and  train- 
ing, and  many  other  programs. 

Our  prosperity  rests  on  the  basic  belief 
that  older  Americans — those  who  have 
fought  our  wars  and  built  our  Nation — are 
entitled  to  live  out  their  lives  in  dignity.  We 
have  backed  up  this  belief,  for  over  30  years, 
with  the  social  security  system — supported  by 
every  President  of  both  parties. 

Our  prosperity  rests  on  the  basic  belief  that 
individual  farmers  and  individual  workers 
have  a  right  to  some  protection  against  those 
forces  which  might  deprive  them  of  a  decent 
income  from  the  fruits  of  their  labor. 
We  have  backed  up  this  belief  with  a  sys- 
tem of  fair  collective  bargaining.  We  have 
backed  it  with  agricultural  programs  which 
have  kept  the  farmer  from  suffering  the 
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neglect  and  despair  of  only  a  few  decades 
ago. 

Today  our  whole  approach  to  these  prob- 
lems is  under  attack. 

We  are  now  told  that  we  the  people  acting 
through  Government  should  withdraw  from 
education,  from  public  power,  from  agri- 
culture, from  urban  renewal,  and  from  a 
host  of  other  vital  programs. 

We  are  now  told  that  we  should  end  social 
security  as  we  know  it,  sell  TV  A,  strip  labor 
unions  of  many  of  their  gains,  and  terminate 
all  farm  subsidies. 

We  are  told  that  the  object  of  leadership 
is  not  to  pass  laws  but  to  repeal  them. 

And  these  views  have  been  supported  by 
a  consistent  record  of  opposition  in  the  Con- 
gress to  every  progressive  proposal  of  both 
parties — Democratic  and  Republican. 

This  is  a  radical  departure  from  the  his- 
toric and  basic  current  of  American  thought 
and  action.  It  would  shatter  the  foundation 
on  which  our  hopes  for  the  future  rest. 

Too  many  have  worked  too  hard  and  too 
long  to  let  this  happen  now. 

I  propose  to  build  on  the  basic  beliefs  of 
the  past,  to  innovate  where  necessary,  to 
work  to  bring  us  closer  to  a  growing  abun- 
dance in  which  all  Americans  can  seek  to 
share. 

The  choice  is  yours. 

For  20  years  our  country  has  been  the 
guardian  at  the  gate  of  freedom.  Our  cause 
has  been  the  cause  of  all  mankind. 

The  strength  of  that  leadership  has  come 
from  the  fact  that  every  President,  and  the 
leaders  of  both  parties,  have  followed  the 
same  basic  principles  of  foreign  policy. 
They  have  built  our  strength — so  that  today 
America  is  the  greatest  military  power  on 
earth. 

They  have  moved  with  courage  and  firm- 
ness to  the  defense  of  freedom.    President 


Truman  met  Communist  aggression  in 
Greece  and  Turkey.  President  Eisenhower 
met  Communist  aggression  in  the  Formosa 
Strait.  President  Kennedy  met  Communist 
aggression  in  Cuba. 

And,  when  our  destroyers  were  attacked, 
we  met  Communist  aggression  in  the  waters 
around  Viet-Nam. 

But  each  of  these  Presidents  has  known 
that  guns  and  rockets  alone  do  not  bring 
peace.    Only  men  can  bring  peace. 

They  have  used  our  great  power  with  re- 
straint— never  once  taking  a  reckless  risk 
which  might  plunge  us  into  large-scale  war. 
They  have  patiendy  tried  to  build  bridges 
of  understanding  between  people  and  na- 
tions. They  have  used  all  their  efforts  to 
settle  disputes  peacefully — working  with  the 
United  Nations.  They  have  never  been 
afraid  to  sit  down  at  the  council  table  to 
work  out  agreements  which  might  lessen 
the  danger  of  war  without  increasing  the 
danger  to  freedom. 

But  today  these  established  policies  are 
under  the  severest  attack. 

We  are  told  we  should  consider  using 
atomic  weapons  in  Viet-Nam,  even  in  East- 
ern Europe  should  there  be  an  uprising. 

We  are  told  we  should  break  off  relations 
with  Russia— and  with  it  any  hope  of  lasting 
agreement.  We  are  urged  to  withdraw 
from  the  United  Nations  and  stop  our  help 
to  other  countries. 

We  have  heard  the  test  ban  treaty  de- 
nounced. This  is  the  treaty  that  has  halted 
the  radioactive  poisoning  of  the  air  we 
breathe. 

We  are  urged  to  threaten  others  with  force 
if  they  don't  do  as  we  say. 

We  are  told,  in  effect,  to  withdraw  into 
an  armed  camp—with  a  few  carefully  se- 
lected friends— and  try  to  intimidate  our 
adversaries  into  submission. 
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This  kind  of  attack  contradicts  the  entire 
course  of  America  in  the  postwar  period. 

If  we  should  follow  this  course — if  we 
should  discard  the  tested  policies  of  the  last 
20  years — the  peace  of  the  world  will  be 
in  grave  danger. 

I  will  not  discard  them.  I  will  continue 
them.  I  will  match  firmness  to  strength. 
And  I  will  continue,  with  all  the  skill  at 
my  command,  the  patient  search  for  lasting 
peace. 

Here,  again,  the  choice  is  yours. 

I  will  discuss  these  issues  in  the  next  few 
weeks.  They  are  among  the  most  impor- 
tant questions  ever  presented  to  the  Ameri- 
can people. 

It  is  you  who  will  decide  these  questions. 
And  you  will  decide  them  on  November  3 
in  polling  booths  across  the  Nation.  No 
person  can  afford  to  sit  comfortably  at  home. 


confident  that  others  will  take  care  of  the 
job.    You  must  work,  and  register,  and  vote. 

For  this  is  a  turning  point  in  the  history 
of  our  Nation.  At  stake  is  all  that  we  have 
so  carefully  built,  and  all  the  hopes  that  rest 
upon  it. 

I  will  do  all  I  can. 

I  need  your  help. 

Then  we  can  turn  to  our  work.  Together 
we  will  build  the  Great  Society — a  place 
where  every  one  of  us  has  the  chance  to  seek 
happiness  and  fulfillment  to  the  limit  of  his 
abilities. 

And  we  will  work  together  to  make  the 
world  a  place  where  free  men  can  live  in 
peace. 

note:  The  President's  remarks,  filmed  and  taped 
at  the  White  House  on  October  6,  were  telecast  na- 
tionwide by  the  Columbia  Broadcasting  Company 
at  9:30  p.m.  on  October  7. 


639    Remarks  at  Washington  High  School,  Lake 
County,  Indiana.     October  8,  1964 


Governor  Welsh ,  Indiana's  two  -fighting  Sen- 
ators,  Vance  Hart\e  and  Birch  Bayh,  the  next 
Governor  of  this  great  State,  that  great 
American  Roger  Branigin,  Congressman 
Ray  Madden: 

I  want  to  thank  you  for  that  wonderful  in- 
troduction. I  think  it  was  the  best  intro- 
duction I  have  ever  had  in  my  political  life, 
except  one.  One  time  down  in  Texas  the 
fellow  that  was  supposed  to  show  up  didn't 
get  there  and  I  had  to  introduce  myself — 
Mayor  Katz,  Mayor  Dowling,  Mayor  John 
Nicosia,  my  fellow  Americans: 

Our  business  here  this  morning  is  politics, 
so  let  us  get  right  down  to  business.  I  under- 
stand that  there  have  been  some  other  polit- 
ical speeches  around  here  recently.  Well, 
this  one  is  going  to  be  different.  I  am  not 
going  to  tear  down  anybody  or  anything. 


I  am  proud  that  you  have  a  responsible 
government  in  Washington  and  in  Indian- 
apolis. I  think  the  best  way  to  keep  it  there 
is  to  make  this  a  good,  responsible  cam- 
paign. 

We  are  going  to  be  responsible.  This  goes 
for  your  great  fighting  Senator,  the  next 
senior  Senator  from  Indiana,  Vance  Hartke. 
This  goes  for  that  great  statesman  on  the 
Rules  Committee  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, Ray  Madden.  This  goes  for  your 
next  Governor,  Roger  Branigin.  This  goes 
for  that  brilliant,  new,  young  star,  Birch 
Bayh,  and  you  better  keep  your  eyes  on 
him  because  he  is  going  places  in  this  Na- 
tion. 

If  we  are  honest  with  ourselves,  and  we 
have  to  be,  political  issues  affect  us  all  per- 
sonally.   It  does  not  degrade  our  hopes  for 
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peace  in  the  world  that  we  want  most  of  all 
to  be  alive,  and  to  be  sure  that  our  sons  and 
our  daughters  have  the  right  to  live.  It  does 
not  degrade  our  hopes  for  prosperity. 

I  believe  in  full  employment.  I  believe 
that  every  man  and  woman  who  is  willing 
to  work  should  have  a  job  and  have  a  chance 
to  work.  The  recession  of  1957-58  hit  hard 
here.  Unemployment  was  above  8  per- 
cent. 

Six  years  ago,  Vance  Hartke  ran  for  United 
States  Senator.  This  industrial  area  was  in 
trouble.  I  came  here  to  work  for  Vance 
Hartke  and  I  am  mighty  proud  I  did,  be- 
cause he  has  delivered  and  has  made  a  good 
Senator. 

Many  steelworkers  at  that  time  were  on  a 
4-day  week.  Four  years  ago  things  were 
not  much  better.  We  were  in  another  reces- 
sion. We  met  that  challenge.  Today  East 
Chicago  and  Hammond  and  Gary  are  boom- 
towns.  Unemployment  is  down.  Profits 
and  production  are  up. 

From  the  beginning  our  business  system 
has  been  developed  by  wise  public  policy. 
For  the  first  time  in  history  more  than  70 
million  good  Americans  are  working.  For 
the  first  time  in  history  the  profits  are  higher 
than  ever  before. 

And  I  say  to  anyone  who  thinks  that  we 
are  going  to  stop  here,  even  to  rest,  you 
better  move  over  or  you  are  going  to  get 
run  over! 

First,  I  think  we  must  start  with  our  chil- 
dren. They  are  the  future.  I  believe  that 
every  American  boy  or  girl  is  entitled  to  all 
the  education  that  he  can  master. 

Second,  we  must  build  an  economy  in 
which  every  man  or  woman  who  is  willing 
and  able  to  work  will  have  a  job  and  a  fair 
wage  for  doing  it.  Our  tax  cut  was  designed 
to  move  us  in  that  direction.  That  tax  cut 
is  generating  three-quarters  of  a  billion  dol- 
lars in  income  for  your  individuals  and  for 


your  businesses. 

Third,  we  must  build  a  society  in  which 
the  advancing  years  of  life  bring  rewards 
for  work  well  done. 

There  is  no  limit  to  what  America  can  do. 
And  that  is  why,  as  I  come  here  to  this  won- 
derful industrial  area  this  morning,  this  city 
where  my  Press  Secretary,  George  Reedy,  one 
of  the  best  human  beings  I  ever  knew,  was 
born — and  I  want  to  salute  George  here  this 
morning — that  is  why  I  say  that  our  pro- 
gram must  be  peace  for  all  of  our  people, 
jobs  for  all  of  our  people,  education  for  all 
of  our  children,  and  prosperity  for  all  fam- 
ilies in  America. 

We  must  do  something  about  our  immi- 
gration laws.  Two-thirds  of  the  total  im- 
migration quota  goes  under  that  law,  to 
people  who  never  use  all  their  quota. 

President  Roosevelt,  with  a  good  Dutch 
name,  proposed  the  immigration  law  be 
changed. 

President  Truman,  with  a  good  English 
name,  proposed  the  law  be  changed. 

President  Eisenhower,  with  a  good  Ger- 
man name,  proposed  the  law  be  changed. 

President  Kennedy,  with  a  good  Irish 
name,  proposed  that  the  law  be  changed. 
And  now  a  President,  Lyndon  Johnson,  with 
an  English  name,  and  with  an  Irish  name, 
and  with  German  and  Scottish  and  French 
forebears,  proposes  this  law  be  changed. 

We  want  to  abolish  those  discriminatory 
quotas  gradually  over  a  5-year  period  and 
raise  the  overall  limit  by  9,000,  or  i/8oth  of 
I  percent  of  our  work  force.  This  would 
permit  families  to  unite  which  have  too  long 
been  broken. 

We  stand  for  a  compassionate  nation,  not 
a  callous  nation.  Will  you  stand  up  with 
us  and  help  us  in  that  fight?  We  stand  for 
uniting  our  country  instead  of  dividing  it. 
Will  you  stand  up  with  us  in  that  fight? 

We   are   a    nation   of   lovers   instead   of 
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haters,  and  we  are  proud  of  it.  Aren't  you? 
We  are  all  Americans.  We  are  one  na- 
tion— one  people.  There  is  room  for  all  of 
us  in  this  great  land,  so  let's  get  on  with  the 
job.  There  is  just  one  thing  that  really 
amounts  in  your  life  that  is  the  most  im- 
portant thing  to  you,  and  that  is  whether 
we  have  peace  in  the  world  or  not. 

We  have  more  power  than  any  nation  in 
all  the  world.  But  we  must  not  be  rash 
and  we  must  not  be  reckless  and  we  must 
not  be  careless.  We  must  use  that  power 
with  good  judgment  and  we  must  use  it  with 
restraint. 

Not  long  ago,  a  dictator,  Mr.  Castro,  cut 
our  water  off  at  our  base  at  Guantanamo,  and 
there  were  voices  in  the  land  that  immedi- 
ately rose  up  and  said,  "Let's  send  in  the 
Marines."  Well,  we  considered  it  carefully 
and  we  decided  it  would  be  a  lot  wiser  to 
send  in  one  admiral  to  turn  the  water  off 
than  to  send  a  bunch  of  Marines  in  to  turn 
the  water  on. 

Now,  we  are  concerned  with  peace  in 
Washington.  We  are  going  to  keep  our 
strength.  We  are  going  to  keep  our  guard 
up,  but  we  are  going  to  keep  our  hand  out. 
We  will  go  anywhere,  any  time,  to  talk  to 
anyone,  if  we  can  promote  peace  in  the 
world.  We  do  not  want  war,  we  do  not  be- 
lieve in  rattling  our  rockets  or  talking  about 
dropping  our  bombs.  We  have  been 
through  two  World  Wars,  and  we  know  the 
price  we  paid  for  them.  So  that  is  why  we 
are  going  to  keep  strong.  That  is  why  we 
are  going  to  keep  sensible. 

The  next  thing  that  is  important  is  to 
stay  prosperous,  to  try  to  see  that  every 
child  has  a  schoolroom  to  attend,  and  a 
teacher  to  teach  him.  Try  to  see  that  every 
father  has  a  job  to  send  that  kid  to  school. 
Try  to  see  that  he  is  paid  decent  wages.  In 
this  election,  all  of  those  things  are  at  stake. 

We  fought  for  social  security  30  years  ago. 


Twenty  million  Americans  today  draw  so- 
cial security.  We  don't  want  it  to  go  down 
the  drain.  That  is  why  you  better  go  vote 
on  November  3d  if  you  don't  want  social 
security  to  become  voluntary. 

We  believe  in  equal  rights  for  all  Ameri- 
cans, and  special  privileges  for  none.  But 
that  is  why  you  better  go  vote  on  November 
3d,  and  you  better  vote  Democratic.  We 
believe  in  strong  unions.  We  believe  in  col- 
lective bargaining.  We  have  fought  for 
that  right  and  we  want  to  preserve  it  and 
protect  it,  and  that  is  why  you  better  go  vote 
on  November  3d. 

I  remember  a  great  labor  leader  one  time 
said  that  the  working  people  don't  have 
much  and  they  don't  ask  much.  They  are 
not  a  selfish  group.  They  get  up  early  in 
the  morning,  they  wash  the  kids,  they  dress 
them  and  send  them  to  school,  and  they  are 
on  their  way  to  work.  They  work  hard  all 
day  long,  and  they  come  home  in  the  eve- 
ning for  that  family  meal,  say  their  prayers 
and  go  to  bed  reasonably  early.  That  was 
before  the  days  of  television,  I  guess.  But 
we  are  still  mighty  proud  of  that  family 
unit. 

And  this  great  leader  of  the  Steelworkers 
of  America,  Phil  Murray,  said: 

'*We  don't  ask  for  much.  We  want  the 
right  of  collective  bargaining.  We  want  a 
shorter  workweek.  We  want  better  pay 
for  what  we  produce.  We  want  a  share  of 
the  profits.  But  we  haven't  asked  for  too 
much  for  our  labors.  We  would  like  to  have 
a  home,  a  roof  over  our  heads,  some  food  for 
our  bodies,  some  clothes  to  cover  our  forms. 
We  would  like  to  have  a  home  with  a  rug  on 
the  floor,  with  a  picture  on  the  wall,  and 
with  music  in  the  living  room." 

All  of  those  things  are  at  stake  in  this 
election.  You  have  a  choice.  You  have  a 
privilege.  You  have  a  right  to  exercise.  You 
have  an  obligation  to  your  family. 
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I  haven't  come  out  here  to  sling  mud  and 
say  ugly  things.  You  use  your  own  judg- 
ment. But  you  use  it;  don't  sit  by  and 
neglect  it.  Don't  talk  about  how  proud  you 
are  to  be  an  American  and  how  you  want 
your  boy  to  avoid  war,  and  then  sit  home 
and  not  vote.  You  go  and  vote,  and  you 
vote  for  the  man  in  your  judgment,  and  the 
ticket  in  your  judgment,  that  is  most  likely 
to  protect  your  job,  your  prosperity,  and 
your  home  and  your  children. 

You  go  vote  for  the  man  and  the  ticket 
that  in  your  judgment  is  most  likely  to 
preserve  peace  in  the  world. 


If  you  do  that,  if  you  vote  for  peace  and 
prosperity  for  yourselves,  according  to  the 
dictates  of  your  own  conscience,  Lyndon 
Johnson  and  Hubert  Humphrey  will  be 
mighty  happy. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  9:23  a.m.  in  the 
athletic  field  at  the  George  Washington  High  School 
in  East  Chicago,  Ind.  In  his  opening  remarks  he 
referred  to  Governor  Matthew  E.  Welsh,  Senators 
Vance  Hartke  and  Birch  Bayh,  Roger  D.  Branigin, 
Democratic  candidate  for  Governor,  and  Representa- 
tive Ray  J.  Madden,  all  of  Indiana,  Mayor  A.  Martin 
Katz  of  Gary,  Mayor  Edward  Bowling  of  Hammond, 
and  Mayor  John  Nicosia  of  East  Chicago.  Later  he 
referred  to  Philip  Murray,  president  of  the  United 
Steel  workers  of  America,  1 942-1 952. 


640    Remarks  in  Indianapolis  at  Soldiers  and  Sailors  Square. 
October  8,  1964 


Governor  Welsh,  Senator  Hart\e,  distin- 
guished guests  on  the  spea\ers  rostrum, 
ladies  and  gentlemen: 

I  came  out  here  to  beautiful  Indiana  today 
to  tell  you  that  we  need  your  help  in  sending 
two  good  men  to  Washington — ^Vance 
Hartke  and  Andy  Jacobs.  Vance  Hartke 
has  served  with  great  distinction  in  the 
United  States  Senate,  and  Martha  has  helped 
him  along  every  step  of  the  way.  We  need 
him  back.    Won't  you  help  us? 

And  you  ought  to  be  represented  in  a 
Democratic  administration,  in  a  Democratic 
year,  by  Democratic  Congressman  Andy 
Jacobs. 

I  want  to  also  tell  you  what  a  grand  young 
pair  of  people  you  sent  us  2  years  ago.  Birch 
and  Marvella  Bayh.  They  have  brought 
great  pride  to  this  State  and  great  pride  to 
my  administration.  I  am  so  happy  they  are 
there,  and  I  am  so  glad  they  are  my  friends. 

Indiana  on  other  occasions  has  voted  for 
another  party,  but  I  know  that  you  want  to 
consider  this  very  carefully  this  time.  In  the 
first  place,  I  am  not  just  sure  whether  there 


is  a  real  Republican  candidate  to  vote  for 
this  year. 

Then,  I  think  probably  you  will  want  to 
think  back  to  when  Indiana  did  vote  for  a 
Democratic  President.  That  was  back  in 
1936.  The  choice  that  year  was  something 
like  the  choice  this  year — between  the  past 
and  the  future. 

Indiana  in  1936  voted  for  the  future,  and 
Indiana  in  1964  is  going  to  vote  for  the  fu- 
ture again. 

The  Bible  tells  us  "Every  man's  work  shall 
be  made  manifest."  This  is  true,  too,  of 
our  Government. 

Seldom  has  an  administration's  work  been 
made  manifest  more  abundantly  than  this 
one.  We  promised  4  years  ago,  under  the 
leadership  of  that  beloved,  great  champion 
of  this  country,  John  Fitzgerald  Kennedy, 
that  we  would  get  the  country  moving  again. 
Well,  it  is  moving. 

In  the  44th  month  of  unbroken  advance, 
the  record  of  the  Kennedy  administration 
speaks  not  just  for  itself,  but  it  speaks  for 
all  of  you — you,  the  American  people. 


1246 


Lyndon  B.  Johnson,  1^63-1^64 


Oct.  8    [640] 


Americans  today  are  earning  $89  billion 
more  than  they  were  earning  4  years  ago. 

Your  stocks  on  the  Exchange  are  worth 
f  100  billion  more  than  they  were  worth  10 
months  ago. 

Manufacturers  are  pouring  out  29  percent 
more  goods. 

Four  million  additional  jobs  have  been 
created  since  1961. 

Our  economy  is  producing  one-fifth  more 
goods  and  services  than  4  years  ago. 

Prices  have  been  kept  stable.  Wholesale 
prices  are  actually  down  i  percent  from  last 
year. 

Our  economic  growth  is  now  5  percent 
annually.  In  the  4  years  of  the  present  ad- 
ministration, our  growth  is  greater  than  in 
the  entire  8  years  of  the  previous  admin- 
istration. 

And  thanks  to  the  foresight  and  the  vision 
and  the  courage  and  the  love  of  humanity  of 
John  Fitzgerald  Kennedy,  his  administra- 
tion was  unblemished  by  the  scars  of  de- 
pression or  recession.  And  we  have  carried 
on  for  him. 

I  want  to  thank  the  people  of  the  good 
State  of  Indiana,  the  Democrats,  the  Re- 
publicans, the  whatnots — but  first  of  all,  all 
Americans — ^I  want  to  thank  you  for  the 
share  that  you  have  played  and  that  you  have 
contributed  to  this  tremendous  prosperity. 
The  record  bears  it  out.  Let  me  cite  that 
record. 

In  the  last  3  years  the  unemployment  rate 
in  Indiana  has  dropped  from  8.4  percent 
to  3.4  percent.  In  i960  Indiana's  per  capita 
personal  income  was  below  the  national 
average.  By  1963  it  was  far  above  the  na- 
tional average. 

And  this  is  only  the  beginning.  When 
the  tax  cut  becomes  fully  effective,  here  is 
what  it  is  going  to  do  for  your  State  of 
Indiana: 

— It  will  increase  your  total  income  by 


over  three  quarters  of  a  billion  dollars.  It 
will  increase  your  income  by  an  average  of 
$350  for  every  single  family  of  four. 

— It  will  create  50,000  new  jobs  in  your 
great  State. 

— It  will  boost  State  and  local  revenues  by 
more  than  $64  million. 

— It  will  cut  the  taxes,  the  withholding 
payments  that  you  now  pay,  by  $210  million 
a  year,  and  that  is  an  average  saving  in 
withholding  payments  of  $125  per  year  for  a 
family  of  four. 

They  all  said  it  could  not  be  done  in  In- 
diana or  anywhere  else,  but  it  has  been 
done.   We  have  the  job  done. 

I  said  again  and  again  and  again  for  the 
first  37  days  that  I  worked  on  my  budget, 
that  as  a  Democrat  I  believed  in  a  respon- 
sible fiscal  and  monetary  policy.  And  the 
proof  that  I  believe  in  fiscal  and  monetary 
responsibility  is  in  this  administration's 
record. 

As  a  percentage  of  our  gross  national 
product.  Federal  spending  in  this  fiscal  year 
will  be  the  lowest  in  14  years.  The  budget 
I  presented  for  fiscal  1965  was  almost  $1  bil- 
lion lower  than  the  budget  in  1964,  and  that 
is  only  the  third  such  decrease  in  10  years. 
For  the  months  of  July  and  August  this  year, 
the  first  2  months  of  the  Johnson  budget,  the 
fiscal  year  ended  June  30th,  our  Government 
spent  $676  million  less,  in  July  and  August 
this  year,  than  it  did  last  year.  In  July  this 
year  your  Federal  Government  had  25,000 
less  employees  than  they  had  in  July  last 
year. 

That  is  a  demonstration  of  a  responsible 
fiscal  policy. 

Our  prosperity  is  the  basis  for  our 
strength. 

In  4  years  we  have  built  a  military  might 
that  is  first  among  all  nations,  and  I  prom- 
ise you  that  we  are  going  to  keep  it  first. 
We  will  use  our  strength  with  restraint.   We 
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will  use  firmness  always,  prudence  always, 
because  these  are  the  twin  pillars  of  our  na- 
tional policy. 

That  was  Harry  Truman's  policy. 

That  was  Dwight  Eisenhower's  policy. 

That  was  John  Fitzgerald  Kennedy's 
policy. 

And  that  will  be  Lyndon  Baines  John- 
son's policy. 

Now,  let  there  be  no  mistake.  The  ex- 
perience of  20  years  in  a  nuclear  age  tells  us 
that  our  foreign  policy  must  not  be  con- 
ducted by  men  that  are  "carried  about  with 
every  wind  of  doctrine."  Only  those  should 
lead  us  who,  in  the  words  of  the  scripture, 
are  "swift  to  hear,  slow  to  speak,  slow  to 
wrath." 

As  long  as  I  am  your  President,  that  will 
be  my  policy. 

Ten  months  ago,  in  a  moment  of  tragedy, 
I  was  called  upon  to  assume  the  awesome 
responsibilities  of  the  Presidency.  Our  great 
leader  had  fallen,  and  the  rest  of  the  world 
and  the  rest  of  this  country  looked  to  Amer- 
ica during  that  transition  period.  I  told  you 
then  that  I  would  do  my  best  to  embrace 
his  program  and  lead  America  forward  as 
best  I  could.  I  could  promise  you  only  that 
I  would  do  my  dead  level  best.  I  have  done 
that. 

On  that  day,  the  22d  of  November,  our 
beloved  President,  John-Fitzgerald  Kennedy, 
had  51  major  recommendations  pending  be- 
fore the  Congress  of  the  United  States.  Last 
weekend  I  sat  in  the  White  House  and 
looked  down  that  list,  and  observed  that  we 
had  passed  every  single  one  of  those  51  meas- 
ures through  the  Senate  of  the  United  States. 

And  the  three  or  four  that  didn't  pass 
through  the  House  of  Representatives  are 
going  to  pass  through  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives when  we  get  this  election  be- 
hind us. 

The  senior  citizens  of  this  country  are  not 


going  to  allow  any  two  or  three  men  to 
keep  them  from  having  medical  care. 

I  am  proud  to  be  standing  here  only  a  few 
blocks  from  the  War  Memorial  Plaza  which 
honors  men  who  sacrificed  for  freedom. 

I  am  happy  to  be  here  in  this  great  city 
where  the  American  Legion  has  its  head- 
quarters. I  know  what  the  Legion  has  done 
to  maintain  our  vigilance  in  the  struggle 
against  communism. 

The  men  of  the  Legion  know  war.  They 
love  peace.  They  want  peace,  and  so  do  I, 
and  so  do  we  all.  But  we  must  know  in 
order  to  have  peace  we  must  have  strength, 
and  we  must  always  be  willing  to  keep  our 
guard  up,  but  our  hand  out. 

We  do  not  get  peace  by  bluff,  or  bluster, 
or  ultimatum.  We  do  not  get  peace  with 
the  other  120  nations  in  the  world  by  ratding 
our  rockets  or  threatening  with  our  bombs. 

I  say  here  on  this  peaceful,  beautiful  day, 
in  this  peaceful  State  of  Indiana,  that  I  need 
your  help.  I  want  your  hand.  I  ask  for 
your  prayers. 

I  am  willing  to  go  anywhere,  I  am  willing 
to  talk  to  anyone,  I  am  willing  to  do  anything 
that  I  can  with  honor  to  bring  peace  to  the 
world.  It  will  not  be  an  easy  achievement. 
It  will  not  be  one  that  can  be  reached  by 
pushing  a  button.  It  will  take  patience.  It 
will  take  understanding.  It  will  take  people 
who  will  follow  the  Golden  Rule  of  "Do 
unto  others  as  you  would  have  them  do  unto 
you." 

Freedom  is  marching  in  the  world.  We 
have  an  adversary  in  communism.  The 
Communists  thrive  on  the  ancient  enemies 
of  mankind:  disease,  illiteracy,  ignorance. 
But  I  would  have  you  know  that  freedom  is 
marching,  too.  The  last  nation  the  Com- 
munists took  over  was  Cuba  in  1959,  and  of 
all  the  new  nations  that  have  been  born,  not 
a  single  one  of  them  has  joined  the  Com- 
munist orbit. 
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Because  the  other  peoples  of  the  world 
want  for  their  children  what  you  want  and 
what  you  have  for  yours — a  school  with  a 
schoolroom,  with  a  teacher,  a  home,  a  church 
where  they  can  go  and  worship  their  God, 
freedom  to  think  and  to  speak,  they  want 
what  democracy  gives. 

And  it  is  our  responsibility  as  leaders  of 
the  world  to  follow  the  Golden  Rule  with  all 
the  peoples  of  the  world  just  as  we  do  with 
ourselves:  "Do  unto  others  as  you  would 
have  them  do  unto  you." 

I  have  faith  in  people.  I  have  hope  for 
the  future.  I  have  no  doubt  that  freedom 
is  going  to  survive  and  democracy  is  going 
to  win.  But  we  are  not  going  to  win  by 
talking  about  each  other,  and  using  a  lot  of 
ugly  names,  and  slinging  a  lot  of  mud,  and 
chewing  on  each  other.  America  cannot 
win  by  dividing  brother  against  brother, 
sister  against  sister;  we  must  have  a  united 
America — united  we  stand;  divided  we  fall. 

It  makes  you  feel  so  much  better  to  have 
faith  than  to  have  doubt.  You  are  a  lot 
happier  if  you  love  than  if  you  hate.  So  let's 
look  to  the  future  with  hope  and  faith  and 
courage.  Let's  extend  a  helping  hand  to 
those  that  have  not  been  quite  as  fortunate 
as  we  have  been  here  at  home  and  abroad. 
Let's  try  to  find  the  areas  which  can  unite 
America  instead  of  the  few,  petty  things  that 
divide  America. 


Let's  teach  our  children  to  love  thy  neigh- 
bor instead  of  hate  each  other,  and  let's  say 
to  those  men  of  little  faith,  let's  say  to  those 
doubters  and  those  critics  and  those  who  are 
distressed  and  those  who  are  frustrated,  and 
those  who  are  bitter,  let's  turn  the  other 
cheek.  Let's  look  up  there  and  say,  "God, 
forgive  them,  for  they  know  not  what  they 
do." 

Let  all  the  good  people  of  Indiana,  of  all 
religions,  of  all  colors,  of  all  faiths,  of  all 
parties — let  us  all  as  good  Americans  do  not 
what  is  good  for  the  Democratic  Party  or 
what  is  good  for  ourselves,  or  what  is  good 
for  the  Republican  Party.  Let  us,  on  No- 
vember 3d,  go  and  do  what  is  best  for  our 
country. 

If  I  had  some  time  I  would  go  into  some 
detail  on  telling  you  what  my  personal  opin- 
ion is  about  what  is  good  for  our  country. 
But  I  have  enough  confidence  in  your  good 
judgment  and  the  good  judgment  of  the 
people  of  Indiana  to  just  leave  it  with  you. 

Thank  you  and  goodby. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  12:12  p.m.  at  Soldiers 
and  Sailors  Square  in  Indianapolis,  Ind.  In  his  open- 
ing words  he  referred  to  Governor  Matthew  E. 
Welsh  and  Senator  Vance  Hartke,  of  Indiana.  Later 
he  referred  to  Andrew  Jacobs,  Jr.,  Democratic  candi- 
date for  Representative,  Senator  Hartke's  wife, 
Martha,  and  Senator  Birch  Bayh  and  his  wife, 
Marvella,  all  of  Indiana. 


641     Statement  by  the  President  Upon  Signing  Bill  Extending  the 
Agricultural  Trade  and  Assistance  Act.     October  8,  1964 


I  AM  very  happy  to  sign  this  bill.  It  will 
extend  for  2  years  legislation  of  enormous 
importance  both  to  the  United  States  and  to 
the  rest  of  the  free  world.  It  authorizes 
continuation  of  the  Food  for  Peace  program. 
This  program  makes  possible  the  sharing 
of  our  abundance  on  a  scale  unparalleled  in 


the  history  of  the  world.  It  stands  as  a 
monument  to  the  miracle  wrought  by  the 
American  farmer  and  to  the  generosity  and 
practical  wisdom  of  the  American  people. 

The  Food  for  Peace  program  authorized 
by  this  law  will  permit  us  to  use  our  agricul- 
tural abundance  to  combat  malnutrition  and 
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hunger  in  the  less  developed  countries  and 
to  promote  their  economic  growth.  At  the 
same  time,  this  program  will  help  us  to  at- 
tain vitally  important  economic  and  foreign 
policy  objectives.  It  benefits  all  of  the  peo- 
ple, direcdy  or  indirecdy. 

During  the  past  10  years  we  have  shipped 
$12.2  billion  in  food  to  needy  people,  under 
Public  Law  480.  Our  food  has  gone  to 
over  100  countries.  It  has  relieved  the 
hunger  of  many  millions  of  men,  women, 
and  children. 

Most  of  us,  in  this  rich  land  of  ours,  find 
it  difficult  to  imagine  what  food  assistance 
really  means  to  the  half  of  the  people  in 
the  world  who  have  too  litde  to  eat.  This 
kind  of  assistance  means  a  noon  meal  for 
40  million  foreign  schoolchildren.  It  means 
emergency  supplies  when  catastrophe 
strikes — drought,  floods,  hurricanes,  earth- 
quakes. To  millions  of  people  it  means 
the  difference  between  an  inadequate  and 
barely  adequate  diet. 

Our  food  also  promotes  economic  growth 
in  the  less  developed  countries.  It  helps  con- 
trol inflation.  It  generates  local  currencies, 
which  the  United  States  can  grant  to  less  de- 
veloped countries,  to  help  them  build  their 
industry,  their  agriculture,  their  communi- 
cations, their  schools,  and  their  hospitals. 

The  United  States  is  also  a  prime  bene- 
ficiary of  the  program. 

The  Food  for  Peace  program  authorized 
by  Public  Law  480  makes  constructive  use  of 
the  abundant  production  of  our  farmers  and 
ranchers,  thereby  increasing  their  incomes. 
It  stimulates  business  for  American  industry 
and  creates  jobs  for  American  workers.  It 
builds,  through  market  promotion  and 
economic  development,  the  basis  for  ex- 
panded cash  sales  of  American  farm  prod- 
ucts. 

The  Food  for  Peace  program  furthers  our 
foreign  policy  objectives.   It  helps  strengthen 


many  other  countries  of  the  free  world — 
which  is  certainly  in  our  mutual  interest. 
It  creates  good  will  for  the  United  States.  It 
gives  all  countries  a  chance  to  see  how  re- 
markably efficient  our  free  agricultural  sys- 
tem really  is — especially  when  compared 
with  the  regimented  and  depressed  farming 
of  the  Communist  world. 

This  bill,  however,  contains  several  fea- 
tures which  concern  me.  Of  these,  two  pro- 
visions are  particularly  undesirable.  One 
seeks  to  give  either  the  House  Committee  on 
Agriculture  or  the  Senate  Committee  on  Ag- 
riculture and  Forestry  a  veto  power  over 
certain  proposed  dispositions  of  foreign  cur- 
rencies accruing  from  sales  under  Public  Law 
480.  The  other  seeks  to  prevent  the  Presi- 
dent from  making  certain  loans  at  interest 
rates  below  a  specified  level  unless  he  has 
concurrence  of  an  advisory  committee  com- 
posed in  part  of  Members  of  Congress  and 
in  part  of  his  own  executive  appointees. 

In  recent  years  four  Attorneys  General 
of  the  United  States  have  held  that  legis- 
lative provisions  vesting  in  congressional 
committees  the  power  to  approve  or  dis- 
approve actions  of  the  executive  branch  are 
unconstitutional.  The  Acting  Attorney 
General  now  advises  me  that  a  provision 
vesting  such  power  in  a  committee  made  up 
in  part  of  Members  of  Congress  stands  on 
no  better  footing.  Both  such  provisions  rep- 
resent a  clear  violation  of  the  constitutional 
principle  of  separation  of  powers.  This  is 
the  position  taken  in  similar  cases  by  Presi- 
dent Eisenhower,  President  Kennedy,  and 
by  myself. 

However,  I  appreciate  the  desire  of  the 
Congress  to  be  informed  and  to  be  consulted 
on  the  operation  of  all  aspects  of  the  Public 
Law  480  program,  and  I  am  directing  that 
executive  officials  see  that  this  is  done. 

Two  other  provisions  of  the  bill  are  dis- 
turbing.   The  first,  by  preventing  any  for- 
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eign  currency  sales  to  any  Communist  coun- 
tries, inhibits  our  ability  to  deal  selectively 
with  countries  that  may  demonstrate  a  tend- 
ency toward  political  and  economic  inde- 
pendence from  communism.  I  note,  how- 
ever, that  the  effect  of  this  restriction  is 
somewhat  offset  by  the  authorization  to  make 
dollar  sales  on  credit  to  such  countries.  The 
second,  by  requiring  that  our  surplus  in- 
ventories of  extra-long  staple  cotton  be  of- 
fered for  sale  at  world  prices,  could  create 
serious  problems  in  our  foreign  relations. 
I  am  directing  that  this  provision  be  ad- 
ministered with  great  care  so  as  to  minimize 
any  harmful  effects  on  the  economies  of  the 
free  world  coimtries  which  are  the  principal 
exporters  of  this  commodity. 


But  the  overriding  fact  is  that  the  bill  I 
have  just  approved  will  permit  the  Food  for 
Peace  program  to  continue  uninterrupted  for 
another  2  years.  Both  in  its  tangible  and 
intangible  benefits,  this  vital  program  de- 
serves and,  I  believe,  enjoys  the  overwhelm- 
ing support  of  the  American  people.  It  has 
and  will  continue  to  receive  the  wholehearted 
support  of  this  administration.  If  the  past 
is  any  guide  to  the  future,  I  am  confident  that 
Food  for  Peace  will  represent  a  growing 
force  in  our  efforts  to  advance  the  cause  of 
freedom  throughout  the  world. 

note:  As  enacted,  the  bill  (S.  2687)  is  Public  Law 
88-638  (78  Stat.  1035). 
The  statement  was  released  at  Indianapolis,  Ind. 


642    Remarks  at  a  "Salute  to  President  Johnson"  Dinner 
in  Cleveland.    October  8, 1964 


Mayor  Locher,  and  your  courageous  and 
fighting  United  States  Senator  Young,  whom 
the  people  of  Ohio  are  going  to  return  to  the 
United  States  Senate  not  only  to  serve  Ohio 
but  to  serve  all  the  Nation  and  all  the  free 
world: 

I  am  going  to  take  a  moment  here  before 
I  start  talking  other  matters  to  you  to  tell 
you  that  I  first  went  to  Washington  in  Mr. 
Hoover's  administration.  I  have  been  there 
since  193 1.  I  have  worked  with  and  for 
five  different  Presidents.  I  have  served 
with  more  than  3,000  different  men. 

I  cannot  truthfully  say  tonight  that  I  ever 
served  with  any  man,  Democrat  or  Republi- 
can or  whatnot,  that  I  thought  went  to  Wash- 
ington on  a  platform  of  doing  what  was 
wrong.  They  all  thought  they  were  doing 
the  right  thing.  They  all  wanted  to  do  the 
right  thing.  Their  wives  wanted  them  to  do 
the  right  thing.  Their  families  wanted  them 
to  do  the  right  thing.    But  they  didn't  all  see 


things  alike. 

Now,  I  don't  know  that  my  judgment  is 
any  better  than  the  average  fellow,  but  I  do 
want  you  to  have  it  and  consider  it,  and  re- 
ject it  if  you  choose,  or  evaluate  it  if  you 
will.  It  would  please  me  a  lot  and  would 
help  me  a  great  deal  in  my  awesome  respon- 
sibilities I  bear, 

I  don't  know  of  any  man  that  I  ever  served 
with  in  the  House  or  the  Senate — and  I  have 
served  12  years  in  each  body,  and  I  was 
leader  2  years  when  Bob  Taft  was  the  Re- 
publican leader,  I  was  his  opposite;  I  was 
leader  8  years  when  President  Eisenhower 
was  the  Republican  President;  I  was  the 
majority  leader  6  years — but  I  don't  think  I 
ever  served  with  any  man  in  either  House  or 
Senate  that  in  my  heart  I  believed  worked 
for  the  people,  the  average  people  of  this 
country,  more  than  Steve  Young. 

I  am  willing  to  recognize  tradition  and 
good  families  and  good  names,  and  I  have 
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great  respect  for  the  memory  of  the  late 
Senator  Taft,  for  his  family.  But  if  I  have 
anything  to  say  about  it,  I  wish  they  would 
nominate  those  people  for  President  or  Vice 
President,  or  something  else,  but  please  don't 
let  Ohio  step  in  and  take  one  of  my  trained, 
trusted  helpers  that  is  working  with  me 
every  day. 

I  want  to  thank  you  people  for  lending  to 
me  Secretary  and  Mrs.  Celebrezze.  He 
carries  a  very  heavy  load  with  a  smile,  with 
intelligence,  with  loyalty,  and  is  always  there 
when  you  need  him.  You  never  have  any 
doubt  about  his  compassion  for  his  fellow 
human  beings. 

I  am  glad  that  I  am  here  with  Congress- 
man Mike  Feighan.  Mike  and  I  have  been 
friends  for  a  long  time.  I  want  to  put  him 
on  notice  now,  though,  that  Bill  Miller  and 
I  have  different  views  on  immigration. 

I  realize  that  this  is  a  melting  pot,  Amer- 
ica is,  and  I  never  spend  a  lot  of  time  check- 
ing up  on  how  a  man  spells  his  name,  be- 
cause when  I  looked  into  my  family  tree 
I  found  out  I  had  some  Irish,  some  Scotch, 
some  English,  a  litde  French,  a  good  deal  of 
German,  and  sometimes  they  get  down  in 
certain  countries  and  they  think  "Yonnie 
Yohnson"  has  a  litde  Swede  in  him. 

Most  of  the  people  that  have  come  here 
from  all  the  various  countries  of  the  land 
have  come  here  to  help  us  build  America.  I 
want  to  see  my  administration  and  my 
Democratic  Congress  pass  an  immigration 
bill  that  will  permit  families  to  reunite 
and  will  give  us  an  opportunity  for  some  of 
the  people  to  come  in  who  can  be  taken  in 
and  meet  with  their  families. 

I  made  my  recommendations  to  the  Con- 
gress this  year  and  the  Congress  didn't  act 
on  them.  The  first  message  that  I  send  to 
the  Congress  next  year,  if  I  am  President, 
is  going  to  be  that  message,  and  in  every 
message  after  that  I  am  going  to  refer  to  it 


when  I  talk  to  the  American  people  be- 
cause I  think  we  are  entitled  to  have  a 
decent  and  a  fair  immigration  policy  and  at 
least  have  some  action  on  it. 

I  am  happy  to  be  here  with  my  old  friend 
Charles  Vanik,  with  whom  I  have  worked 
closely  in  the  Congress.  It  is  good  to  be  here 
with  Bert  Porter,  State  chairman,  and  I 
enjoyed  seeing  my  longtime  friend  Bill 
Coleman  again  tonight.  I  have  spent  many 
pleasant  years  working  with  and  for  and 
under  Mike  DiSalle.  And  I  salute  Frank 
Celeste  and  all  of  my  fellow  Americans  who 
are  here. 

I  think  it  is  important  that  the  Demo- 
crats of  Ohio  get  out  and  get  to  work.  And 
every  time  they  get  ready  to  say  something 
uncomplimentary  about  some  other  Demo- 
crat, remember  what  Mr.  Rayburn  said  about 
the  three  most  important  words  in  the  Eng- 
lish language:  "Just  a  minute."  Just  stop 
there  and  see  if  you  hadn't  just  as  soon  fuss 
at  a  Republican  as  a  Democrat. 

Let's  try  to  pull  the  Democratic  Party  in 
Ohio  together.  Let's  get  the  maximum 
strength  for  all  the  people,  because  there  are 
a  lot  of  human  beings  in  this  State  and  in 
this  Nation  that  are  looking  to  us  to  be 
united. 

If  we  are  united,  no  force  in  the  world  can 
defeat  Democrats  in  Ohio.  But  when  we  get 
divided  and  we  get  lazy,  they  come  in.  We 
all  have  to  give  a  litde  bit,  moderate  our 
views  some,  temper  our  convictions,  but  we 
have  two  really  important  jobs  to  do  between 
now  and  the  next  25  days. 

I  would  say  first  and  foremost  of  that  job 
is  to  reelect  Steve  Young  as  United  States 
Senator.  My  friend,  Congressman  Ludd 
Ashley,  is  here,  and  I  want  to  say  a  word 
about  Congressmen  in  referring  to  Ludd. 
I  think  all  of  us  ought  to  give  him  a  hand, 
though. 
The  greatest  service  that  Ohio  voters  can 
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perform  this  year  is  to  elect  and  to  send  to 
Washington  the  full  ticket  of  Democratic 
congressional  candidates.  So  let's  work  and 
pray  and  give  and  fight  to  make  democracy 
live. 

I  have  heard  it  said  that  the  issues  in  this 
campaign  wtrc  not  emerging  clearly.  Well, 
they  are  nov^^.  The  issue  of  our  foreign 
affairs,  of  v^ar  and  peace,  is  one  issue,  and 
it  has  to  be  bluntly  stated,  and  I  am  going  to 
be  blunt:  it  is  responsibility  versus  irre- 
sponsibility. 

The  issue  of  our  domestic  affairs  is 
whether  the  whole  course  of  American  devel- 
opment up  to  this  time  is  right  or  wrong. 
That  is  blunt,  but  it  is  responsibility  versus 
irresponsibility  in  foreign  affairs. 

In  domestic  affairs  it  is  whether  we  have 
been  right  or  whether  we  have  been  wrong. 

I  am  just  going  to  visit  with  you  like  you 
were  home  folks  and  I  am  going  to  talk 
with  you  a  few  minutes  about  this  domestic 
issue. 

I  don't  know  anyone  who  thinks  that 
every  decision  we  have  made  in  the  past 
years,  all  that  time  that  I  told  you  I  had 
been  in  Washington,  that  we  made  as  a 
people,  I  don't  know  anyone  that  thinks 
we  have  been  right  every  time. 

But  I  think  I  do  know  this:  We  have 
shared  experiences  together.  We  have 
shaped  together  in  the  past  30  years  the 
firmest  and  the  soundest  and  the  most  con- 
structive program  that  the  American  people 
have  ever  formulated  in  all  their  history. 

So  the  domestic  issue  is  whether  we  are 
going  to  wipe  out  and  throw  away  that 
program  of  30  years  under  five  Presidents. 
The  argument  to  go  back,  to  repeal  the 
present  and  to  veto  the  future — and  you  will 
remember  that  there  is  a  voice  in  the  land 
who  says  "I  intend  to  repeal  laws  and  not 
pass  them" — well,  I  have  been  listening  to 
these  people  talking  about  repealing  laws, 


and  all  the  bad  laws  we  have  passed.  I  have 
been  listening  to  them  for  30  years.  But  I 
haven't  seen  them  repeal  one  single  law  in 
the  8  years  Republicans  had  control  under 
President  Eisenhower. 

But  they  tell  us  that  that  is  their  object, 
and  what  do  they  say  they  are  against? 

— They  would  abolish  the  graduated  in- 
come tax. 

— ^They  would  destroy  the  whole  basis  for 
social  security  by  making  it  voluntary.  At 
least  that  is  what  they  would  have  done  in 
New  Hampshire.  I  don't  know  how  many 
times  it  has  been  changed  since  then. 

—They  would  sell  the  TV  A.  That  may 
have  been  modified  down  to  the  TVA  ferti- 
lizer now.  They  are  dealing  in  fertilizer, 
but  originally  it  was  TVA. 

— ^They  would  end  all  farm  commodity 
programs. 

— ^They  would  withdraw  from  our  re- 
sponsibilities in  the  United  Nations. 

— ^They  would  oppose  the  agreement  of 
105  nations  to  stop  nuclear  bomb  tests. 

Those  are  some  of  the  things  that  they 
are  against,  that  they  want  to  do  away 
with. 

On  the  test  ban  treaty,  I  just  want  to  say 
this:  I  doubt  that  there  is  anything  that  has 
happened  during  your  lifetime  that  is  as 
important  to  you  and  your  children  as  the 
test  ban  treaty.  We  were  poisoning  the  air 
that  we  breathe,  and  the  milk  that  we  drank, 
and  we  were  affecting  the  lives  of  men  who 
lived  in  the  future,  and  we  could  have  seri- 
ous effect  on  babies  that  were  yet  unborn. 

But  we  got  108  nations  together,  and  we 
entered  into  a  treaty,  and  most  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  United  States  Senate  supported 
that  treaty,  men  of  both  parties.  All  of 
them  didn't.  I  am  not  going  to  call  any 
names,  because  I  said  in  the  beginning  of 
this  campaign  I  am  not  going  to  advertise. 
But  I  am  going  to  tell  you  tonight  that  within 
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the  next  few  days  I  am  going  to  go  on  tele- 
vision and  tell  the  American  people  what 
has  happened  in  the  last  year. 

The  anniversary  of  that  treaty  is  Satur- 
day, the  first  anniversary.  Every  person  in 
this  room  ought  to  go  home  tonight  and 
thank  the  good  Lord  that  John  Fitzgerald 
Kennedy  gave  us  the  leadership  that  made 
that  treaty  possible.  I  think  we  must  un- 
derstand clearly  what  it  is  in  terms  of 
accomplishments  and  results  that  these 
individuals  want  to  repeal.  They  have  said 
their  purpose  is  not  to  pass  laws  but  to  re- 
peal them. 

The  proof  of  the  policies  they  oppose  has 
been  in  the  living. 

Let's  see  where  we  were  a  generation  ago, 
the  30  years  ago  that  I  mentioned  a  moment 
ago,  and  let's  see  where  we  are  tonight. 
Then  let  us  decide  whether  we  want  to  re- 
peal what  this  generation  has  accomplished. 

The  average  weekly  pay  of  a  factory  work- 
er 30  years  ago  was  $20,  $20  a  week,  and 
one  out  of  every  four  workers  had  no  job 
at  all;  25  percent  unemployment.  Today 
that  weekly  average  pay  is  $103.07.  Money 
values  have  changed.  The  broader  compari- 
son is  that  the  purchasing  power  of  a  week's 
labor  of  an  American  factory  worker  has 
more  than  doubled  in  this  generation  of 
democracy.  In  plain  terms,  we  are  living 
more  than  twice  as  well  as  we  were  living 
30  years  ago. 

The  net  financial  wealth  of  all  Americans 
was  about  $150  billion  30  years  ago,  $150 
billion.  This  year  it  is  crossing  the  trillion 
dollar  mark — not  $150  billion,  but  |i,ooo 
billion! 

The  percentage  of  people  who  own  their 
own  homes  has  increased  during  this  period 
from  48  percent  to  62  percent,  and  before 
you  vote  in  November,  you  ought  to  satis- 
fy your  own  heart  that  every  man  that  you 
send  to  that  Congress  is  the  kind  of  man  that 


would  work  and  fight  and  vote  for  policies 
to  make  every  family  a  homeowner  in  this 
country. 

Thirty  years  ago  3V2  million  American 
workers  belonged  to  labor  unions,  t^Vz  mil- 
lion 30  years  ago.  Tonight  the  number  is 
165^2  million. 

There  were  2.7  million  small  businesses 
then,  and  now  there  are  4.6  million. 

A  child  born  tonight  can  expect  a  life  that 
is  9  years  longer  than  a  child  born  in  1934. 

Now,  aren't  you  proud  of  those  things  ? 

I  am  not  trying  to  wave  the  flag  and  I  am 
not  trying  to  stir  you  up,  and  I  am  not  trying 
to  take  all  night  to  say  these  things,  but  I 
want  to  reason  them  out  with  you.  These 
things  just  didn't  happen.  All  of  you 
worked  together  to  bring  them  about,  and 
we  are  not  going  to  let  anyone  get  them  un- 
done. 

I  am  not  responsible  for  these  things,  but 
I  am  proud  to  say  that  I  have  lived  in  this 
period  and  I  have  lived  this  history — ^along 
with  many  of  you.  It  wasn't  easy.  The  go- 
ing was  all  uphill.  And  every  argument 
made  tonight  to  go  back  was  made  along  the 
way  on  each  of  these  measures. 

When  I  first  went  to  Congress  in  1937, 
we  had  a  measure  that  provided  a  minimum 
wage  of  25  cents  an  hour,  and  they  said  it 
was  socialism,  statism,  communism,  would 
wreck  my  political  career,  and  would  wreck 
labor  unions.  And  I  was  one  of  three  Con- 
gressmen from  my  section  of  the  country 
that  signed  a  petition  to  pass  a  25-cent  an 
hour  minimum  wage  bill.  I  am  not  an  old 
man  now.  And  it  didn't  destroy  me,  and 
it  didn't  destroy  the  labor  unions  either,  this 
wage  and  hour  provision  of  the  Fair  Labor 
Standards  Act. 

One  of  the  Members,  I  remember,  got  up 
on  the  floor  of  the  House  and  called  it  "the 
road  to  economic  hell."  But  when  the  mo- 
tion was  put,  America  voted  aye.    And  the 
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ayes  still  have  it  and  are  going  to  keep  it. 

Women  in  my  State,  mothers  of  children, 
were  then  working  for  7  cents  an  hour  in  the 
pecan  shelling  plants,  and  they  said  we  would 
wreck  the  economy  if  we  made  those  em- 
ployers pay  them  25  cents  an  hour. 

When  we  proposed  legislation  to  help  the 
farmers,  one  member  of  the  opposition  said, 
and  I  am  going  to  quote  him,  "This  is  the 
beginning  of  the  end  of  our  kind  of  govern- 
ment." But  when  the  motion  was  put, 
America  voted  aye.  And  the  ayes  still  have  it 
and  are  going  to  keep  it. 

When  the  Federal  Deposit  Insurance  Cor- 
poration was  proposed,  you  remember  how 
we  found  things  in  this  country.  Banks  were 
closing,  they  were  just  popping  like  fire- 
crackers, like  popcorn,  all  over  the  country. 
You  couldn't  drive  down  the  street  without 
seeing  people  lined  up  trying  to  get  there 
before  they  closed. 

When  we  came  in  and  said  we  were  going 
to  have  a  Federal  Deposit  Insurance  Corpora- 
tion, one  member  of  the  opposition  got  up 
and  he  sounded  like  some  voices  I  hear  to- 
day. I  heard  one  of  them  on  television  talk- 
ing about  me  before  I  came  over  here  to- 
night. And  he  said  it  would  "completely 
destroy  the  entire  banking  system  of  this 
Nation."  But  when  the  motion  was  put, 
America  voted  aye.  And  the  ayes  still  have 
it,  and  we  are  going  to  keep  it. 

When  we  proposed  the  Social  Security 
Act,  one  member  of  the  opposition  called  it 
a  "cruel  hoax."  Tonight,  20  million  people, 
I  out  of  every  10,  live  in  decency  and  dignity 
with  their  monthly  social  security  check. 
And  we  are  not  about  to  make  it  voluntary 
and  abolish  it.  And  when  that  social  se- 
curity bill  came  up  for  a  vote,  when  the  mo- 
tion was  put,  America  voted  aye.  And  the 
ayes  still  have  it,  and  the  ayes  are  going  to 
keep  it. 

Then  there  was  the  Wagner  Act,  estab- 


lishing man's  right,  woman's  right,  to  col- 
lective bargaining.  We  had  the  Supreme 
Court  about  to  hold  it  unconstitutional.  We 
had  every  charge  that  could  be  made  made 
about  it.  But  when  the  motion  was  put,  the 
ayes  voted  and  the  ayes  had  it.  And  we  got 
it  and  we  are  going  to  keep  it. 

And  then  there  is  the  Tennessee  Valley 
Authority,  and  the  Securities  and  Exchange 
Commission,  and  the  United  States  Housing 
Authority.  Each  time  there  were  cries  from 
the  small  band  of  nay-sayers,  the  status  quo 
fellows,  the  fearful,  the  doubters.  But  when 
the  motions  were  put,  America  voted  aye. 
And  the  ayes  still  have  it,  and  we  are  going 
to  keep  it. 

I  was  in  Congress  in  1944  when  education 
was  made  available  to  9  million  veterans 
through  the  GI  bill  of  rights.  And  I 
thought  when  I  voted  for  that  bill  what  a 
wise  founder  of  the  Republic  of  Texas  back 
before  we  were  a  State  had  to  say  about  edu- 
cation, and  every  time  I  get  an  audience 
where  they  can't  get  out  the  door  I  repeat 
that  statement.  I  want  you  to  listen  to  it. 
This  is  what  that  wise  man  said,  and  it  is 
just  as  true  tonight  as  it  was  then: 

"Education  is  the  guardian  genius  of 
democracy.  It  is  the  only  dictator  that  free 
men  recognize,  and  the  only  ruler  that  free 
men  desire." 

And  when  the  vote  was  put  on  educating 
9  million  veterans,  the  motion  was  put  and 
the  ayes  had  it.  And  we  are  going  to  keep 
it. 

I  was  there  when  the  Employment  Act  of 
1946  was  passed,  the  Full  Employment  Act, 
and  I  know  the  protests,  for  I  heard  them  all. 
But  America  voted  aye.  The  ayes  still  have 
it,  and  we  are  going  to  keep  it,  because  we 
believe  that  every  man  and  woman  that  is 
willing  to  work,  who  wants  to  work,  has  a 
right  to  work  in  America,  and  ought  to 
have  a  job. 
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Then  came  these  past  3K  years.  They 
started  from  another  period  of  stagnation. 
During  the  year  before  you  voted  John  F. 
Kennedy  into  ofEce,  the  year  before,  a  mil- 
lion workers  had  lost  their  jobs,  had  to  give 
them  up.  Real  earnings  had  leveled  out, 
so  that  in  4  years  earnings  for  a  manufactur- 
ing worker  with  a  family  of  four  had  in- 
creased by  less  than  $1  a  week. 

Well,  I  am  proud  to  have  been  a  part  of  a 
team,  the  Kennedy-Johnson  team,  that  re- 
awakened the  American  people  in  the 
passage  of  more  legislation  to  help  more 
people  than  had  been  passed  in  three  decades. 

I  can't  go  into  all  of  them.  But  after  that 
tragic  day  when  we  lost  our  President,  and  a 
cruel  assassin  took  him  away  from  us,  on  a 
moment's  notice  I  had  to  assume  the  awe- 
some responsibilities  of  the  Presidency  and 
carry  on  as  best  I  could.  And  I  called  on 
God  and  I  called  on  you  to  help  me. 

I  looked  to  see  where  we  were  in  order 
to  see  where  we  could  go.  And  I  knew  the 
eyes  of  the  world  were  looking  on  America 
to  see  how  our  system  would  function  and 
how  the  transition  would  take  place,  if  at 
all.  I  knew  the  uncertainty  that  was  in  the 
hearts  of  190  million  people  here  who  had 
seen  their  leader  taken  from  them,  and 
had  seen  what  had  happened  in  other  coun- 
tries with  takeovers  under  such  circum- 
stances. 

And  when  I  returned  to  my  litde  office  in 
the  Executive  Office  Building  that  night, 
and  sent  my  wife  home  to  our  daughters,  I 
evaluated  the  problems  I  had.  And  within 
the  week  85  leaders  from  85  countries — 85 
out  of  the  total  of  120  in  the  world — came 
to  see  me  and  to  talk  to  me;  and  the  leaders 
of  business,  the  captains  of  industry,  like 
one  that  I  see  out  here  tonight;  the  leaders 
of  labor,  the  leaders  of  the  farmers,  the 
teachers,  the  preachers  of  all  faiths. 


President  Truman  packed  up  his  little 
valise  and  started  out  from  Independence, 
and  President  Eisenhower  came  down  from 
Gettysburg,  all  to  try  to  help  in  that  transi- 
tion period,  to  steady  things.  The  stock 
market  was  fluttering.  People  were  hesi- 
tant.   They  were  unsure. 

I  looked  at  the  legislation  that  we  had 
pending.  For  almost  a  year  we  had  a  tax 
bill  that  hadn't  been  acted  on.  For  almost  9 
months  we  had  a  civil  rights  bill  that  hadn't 
been  acted  upon.  We  had  three  education 
bills  that  hadn't  been  accepted  by  both 
Houses.  We  had  a  mass  transit  bill  that 
hadn't  been  acted  upon.  We  had  51  major 
measures  for  your  benefit,  to  serve  you,  that 
you  need,  programs  that  are  good  for 
America. 

And  they  were  there  with  President  Ken- 
nedy's recommendations,  but  President 
Kennedy  was  gone. 

The  other  night,  I  sat  in  the  White  House 
and  about  midnight  I  looked  over  the  list 
of  those  51  bills  that  had  been  pending  there 
on  that  November  night  when  I  took  over. 
I  am  proud  to  tell  you  that  your  Senators 
and  your  Congressmen  and  other  Senators 
and  other  Congressmen  that  went  along  with 
me — we  passed  all  51  of  them  in  the  Senate. 
And  we  passed  most  of  them  in  the  House. 

But  Appalachia — ^we  got  the  money  for 
the  commission  when  we  got  the  enabling 
legislation,  so  we  made  some  progress.  And 
medical  care  went  to  conference,  the  Senate 
voted  it  in,  and  two  Republicans  and  one 
Democrat  were  on  the  conference  from  the 
House  and  those  three  men  would  not  agree 
to  take  the  social  security  increase  with  medi- 
cal care.  So  the  Senate  and  the  House  would 
not  agree.  The  Senate  wouldn't  give  up 
medical,  and  the  two  Republicans,  the  Chair- 
man of  the  Republican  Policy  Committee 
and  another  fellow  named  Curtis  from  out 
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in  St.  Louis,  and  the  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee, the  Honorable  Wilbur  Mills,  from 
Arkansas — those  three  said,  **We  won't  al- 
low medical  care."  So  we  came  to  an  im- 
passe.  But  we  are  going  to  pass  medical  care. 

We  passed  the  Area  Redevelopment  Act, 
the  Manpower  Act,  the  Trade  Expansion 
Act,  new  housing  legislation,  three  educa- 
tion bills,  and  don't  forget  this,  the  Nuclear 
Test  Ban  Treaty. 

I  remember  some  newspaper  reporters 
said,  "If  you  just  pass  two  bills,  if  you  can 
just  get  a  bill  where  we  can  take  all  these 
fights  out  of  the  streets  and  put  them  in  the 
courts,  the  civil  rights  bill,"  and  you  will 
remember  we  had  the  Birmingham  episodes 
and  all  the  serious  problems,  "if  you  can  just 
take  it  out  of  the  streets  and  put  it  in  the 
courts."  And  it  is  now  in  the  Supreme 
Court  and  we  have  had  lots  of  difficulty  with 
it,  but  we  have  tried  to  be  patient  and  we 
have  tried  to  be  understanding.  And  we 
have  had  a  good  deal  of  integration  of  schools 
this  year  in  some  of  the  most  difficult  places 
in  the  United  States — the  State  of  Missis- 
sippi, and  they  have  integrated  their  schools. 

We  have  talked  to  the  Governor  day  after 
day,  and  we  have  talked  to  their  leaders 
tliere  and  they  have  handled  the  situation 
where  the  situation  didn't  get  as  bad  as  it 
did  back  in  some  of  the  earlier  days  before 
the  passage  of  the  act.  But  they  said,  "If 
you  can  pass  the  tax  bill" — ^it  had  been  tied 
up  for  a  year — "and  the  civil  rights  bill," 
that  would  be  enough,  that  would  be  a  very 
successful  Congress. 

Well,  we  passed  them  and  all  these  others 
that  I  have  talked  about.  We  passed  the 
poverty  bill,  the  Economic  Opportunity  Act. 
We  closed  down  enough  obsolete  bases,  and 
we  saved  enough  in  efficient,  competitive 
bidding  in  the  Defense  Department  to  give 
us  a  billion  dollars  to  put  on  our  Economic 


Opportunity  Act,  our  poverty  act,  so  we  can 
take  the  people  that  are  at  the  bottom  of  the 
heap,  the  families  that  earn  less  than  $3,000, 
and  do  something  about  the  poverty  situa- 
tion. 

President  Roosevelt  came  in  and  he 
talked  about  the  one-third  that  were  ill  clad, 
ill  housed,  and  ill  fed — and  that  was  30  years 
ago.  President  Johnson  came  in  and  he 
talked  about  the  one-fifth  that  were  ill  clad, 
ill  fed,  and  ill  housed.  But  think,  I  am  not 
thrilled  but  I  am  pleased  that  we  have  cut  it 
from  one-third  to  one-fifth;  that  we  have  re- 
duced it  from  33  to  20.  What  I  am  going  to 
be  so  proud  about  is  when  we  wipe  out  that 
20  percent  that  are  poverty  stricken  alto- 
gether. That  is  a  long  list,  but  this  is  a 
critical  point. 

Almost  every  one  of  these  programs  that 
I  have  had  to  list  for  you  in  this  time  tonight 
is  under  attack  today  and  tonight  and  to- 
morrow in  this  1964  election. 

Our  whole  way  of  doing  things  is  at 
issue. 

I  told  you  the  foreign  policy:  responsibil- 
ity versus  irresponsibility.  I  told  you  the 
domestic  issue:  whether  you  want  to  do  what 
we  have  been  doing  for  30  years  or  whether 
you  want  to  wipe  it  out. 

We  have  been  driving  uphill  for  30  years, 
and  now  we  are  told  not  to  just  turn  back 
but  to  drive  over  the  precipice.  America's 
answer  is  not  just  no  to  that  opposition.  It 
has  just  got  to  keep  on  driving  ahead,  for 
we  have  a  lot  further  to  go,  and  we  are 
going  under  Democratic  leadership. 

I  don't  resent  the  ugly  things  that  have 
been  said  or  the  personal  things,  or  the  mud- 
slinging,  or  the  name-calling,  or  the  epithets 
that  have  been  applied  to  me.  Most  people 
understand  that  when  folks  get  desperate 
they  are  not  always  careful,  cautious,  pru- 
dent, and  wise,  and  they  do  waste  every- 
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body's  time  by  talking  about  these  matters. 
But  they  are  not  going  to — they  may  enjoy 
it  and  get  their  own  blood  pressure  up  and 
feel  a  peculiar  sensation,  but  if  they  can  just 
keep  on  talking,  maybe  we  won't  have  to 
keep  on  traveling  so  much. 

I  am  going  to  try  to  look  at  it  as  objec- 
tively as  I  can.  I  am  going  to  try  to  really 
do  what  the  Good  Book  advocates,  "God,  for- 
give them  for  they  really  know  not  what 
they  do."    I  do  get  a  little  disappointed. 

I  was  reading  some  of  the  columns  that 
some  of  the  candidates  in  this  election  had 
written  after  I  took  over  as  President.  They 
were  rather  complimentary  about  me.  They 
recommended  me  most  highly,  and  just  a 
few  weeks  later,  after  they  got  the  smell  of 
the  election  this  year,  and  we  got  within  8 
or  9  months  of  the  election,  they  had  a  180- 
degree  turn  toward  me. 

It  isn't  even  the  attempt  to  strip  our  gears 
that  is  so  bad.  What  I  don't  like  is  that 
they  want  to  shift  into  reverse.  It  is  dan- 
gerous business  to  throw  her  into  reverse 
when  this  country  is  going  faster  than  we 
have  ever  been  going  before. 

I  am  not  asking  you  to  put  your  finger  on 
the  trigger;  I  am  not  asking  you  to  put  your 
thumb  on  the  button.  I  am  going  to  ask 
you  one  simple  thing  for  your  own  good, 
and  this  decision  you  make  in  November 
ought  to  be  in  your  interest  and  nobody 
else's. 

Don't  you  vote  for  grandpa  or  brother-in- 
law  or  anything  else.  You  vote  for  yourself. 
And  you  vote  for  the  man  and  the  program 
that  you  think  is  best  for  your  country.  I 
will  follow  that  criterion,  and  I  will  abide 
by  that  judgment. 

But  I  just  want  to  ask  you  here,  while  we 
are  visiting  with  each  other  and  save  me 
taking  a  poll,  is  there  anyone  here  tonight 
that  came  out  because  their  wife  made  them 


or  their  brother-in-law  brought  them,  or 
something?  Is  there  anybody  here  that 
really  wants  to  throw  things  in  reverse? 

I  regret  one  thing  deeply,  and  that  is  this 
senseless  argument  about  what  has  already 
been  decided  defeats  what  ought  to  be  the 
purpose  of  this  campaign.  This  campaign's 
purpose  is  to  decide  what  our  course  is  for 
the  future. 

The  argument  shouldn't  be  between  the 
present  and  the  past.  The  argument  ought 
to  be  about  the  present  and  the  future.  This 
has  been  a  generation  of  democracy.  We 
look  ahead,  and  we  are  looking  ahead  to  a 
generation  of  greatness. 

A  great  historian,  Walter  Prescott  Webb, 
who  lived  in  my  hometown,  was  a  philoso- 
pher of  the  frontier.  In  most  countries,  he 
said,  they  think  of  the  frontier  as  the  edge, 
as  the  place  where  there  are  fences  with 
gates  to  keep  people  out,  or  to  keep  them  in. 
Well,  America's  frontier  is  different.  It 
lies  inside  our  country,  not  at  the  edge.  It 
lies  inside  each  of  us. 

Each  of  us,  in  our  own  way,  is  the  product 
of  a  frontier,  and  the  builder  of  a  frontier 
in  their  time.  Our  children  will  find  fron- 
tiers of  their  own,  and  so  will  their  children, 
if  you  don't  close  the  gate  on  them.  Amer- 
ica, our  beautiful  America,  is  the  land  of  the 
perpetual  frontier. 

Today's  frontier  is  not  new  land,  challeng- 
ing man's  endurance,  challenging  his  plow. 
America's  frontier  is  the  vast,  barely  charted 
sea  of  knowledge.  And  as  we  cross  it  we 
will  multiply  our  abundance  and  we  will 
brighten  our  aspirations. 

We  must  carry  with  us  the  old  virtues  that 
we  have  needed  on  every  frontier:  courage, 
faith  in  God,  honesty,  eagerness  to  work 
hard.  But  we  must  add  a  new  indispensa- 
ble: the  ability  to  perceive,  the  ability  to 
apply  thought,  to  put  in  order  what  we  have 
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learned,  to  give  wings  to  our  hopes. 

I  have  in  mind  for  this  country  a  Great 
Society,  v^here  every  boy  and  girl  has  a  right 
to  all  the  education  they  can  take;  where 
every  man  and  his  wife  have  a  right  to  hope 
for  and  an  expectancy  to  get  a  home  that 
they  can  call  their  own;  where  every  man 
and  woman  who  is  willing  to  work  can 
work;  where  we  work  fewer  hours  per  day 
and  fewer  days  per  week;  and  we  have  a 
beautiful  countryside — someday  I  hope  to 
get  rid  of  all  these  old  secondhand  autos  out 
on  the  highway — to  have  a  beautiful  coun- 
tryside with  seashores  and  parks  where  the 
kiddies  can  go  and  play  and  enjoy  the  land 
of  their  fathers. 

Oh,  what  I  perceive  for  this  Nation  in  the 
year  2000  is  so  exciting  to  me  that  I  just 
hope  the  doctors  hurry  up  and  get  busy  and 
let  me  live  that  long. 

I  think  I  know  something  about  the  peo- 
ple of  Ohio.  I  think  they  are  good,  patriotic 
Americans.  Some  of  them  are  Republicans 
and  some  of  them  are  Democrats  and  some 
of  them  are  Independents.  Nearly  all  of 
them  are  pretty  independent.  But  I  be- 
lieve when  the  chips  are  down,  whether  it 
is  when  the  draft  calls  them  or  Uncle  Sam 
summons  them,  I  believe  that  most  of  them 
do  what  they  think  is  best  for  their  country, 
regardless  of  their  party,  and  that  is  what 
I  want  you  to  do. 

I  think  most  of  you  are  Democrats  here 
tonight,  but  I  don't  want  you,  as  a  Democrat, 
to  ever  oppose  a  Republican  President  just 
for  the  sake  of  opposition. 

When  I  became  Democratic  leader,  I  said, 
"I  reject  Senator  Taft's  philosophy."  He 
had  said  it  was  the  duty  of  the  apposition  to 
oppose.  I  said,  "I  don't  believe  that  a  min- 
ute. I  think  it  is  the  duty  of  the  opposition 
to  do  what  is  right.  And  every  single  time 
President  Eisenhower  is  right,  a  Republican 


President,  I  will  look  at  his  proposal,  and 
if  I  can  in  good  conscience  support  it,  I  will 
grab  his  flag  and  hold  it  up,  and  I  will  sup- 
port him  because  he  is  the  only  President 
I  have.  And  if  he  is  wrong,  and  I  can't  in 
good  conscience  go  with  him,  I  am  going 
to  tell  him  so,  in  a  low  voice,  quietly,  and  I 
am  going  to  oppose  him  with  decency  and 
dignity.  And  he  is  going  to  know  he  has 
had  a  fight.  But  I  am  going  to  do  it  on  prin- 
ciple without  regard  to  personaUty.  And  he 
never  need  fear  that  I  will  criticize  his  wife 
or  his  children  or  his  dog." 

It  is  late  and  I  must  be  on  my  way.  I  have 
to  go  to  Louisville  tonight.  I  have  en- 
joyed visiting  with  you. 

I  just  want  to  say  this  before  we  leave:  We 
spent  $10,000  the  other  day  of  money  that  we 
didn't  have  in  the  Democratic  Party,  and 
you  people  in  Ohio  don't  send  us  as  much 
as  you  ought  to.  But  I  know  how  you  feel 
about  sending  money  to  Washington. 

A  little  boy  wrote  a  letter  to  the  Postmaster 
General  and  said  his  daddy  was  dead  and 
his  momma  had  a  house  full  of  orphan 
children.    He  wrote  the  letter  to  God. 

He  said:  "Dear  God:  Please  send  us  some 
money.  Send  us  a  hundred  dollars,  God." 

The  Postmaster  General  didn't  know  what 
to  do  with  the  letter  when  it  wound  up  on  his 
desk.  He  felt  sorry.  He  had  been  working 
for  Prudential  Life  Insurance  and  had  a  little 
money  he  had  saved,  so  he  sat  down  and  put 
a  $20  bill  in  there  and  sent  it  back  to  the 
little  boy. 

In  about  2  weeks  he  got  a  letter  back  from 
the  little  boy  and  it  said:  "Dear  God:  I  ap- 
preciate your  prompt  reply  to  my  letter,  and 
it  helped.  But  I  need  another  $100."  And 
he  said,  "Dear  Lord,  this  time  please  don't 
route  it  through  Washington  because  I  had 
an  80  percent  deduct." 

We  took  a  poll  out  here  and  that  poll 
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shows  that  as  of  now,  last  week,  if  the  people 
here  were  voting,  65  percent  of  them  would 
vote  the  Democratic  Presidential- Vice  Presi- 
dential ticket,  35  percent  voting  the  Repub- 
lican Presidential- Vice  Presidential  ticket. 
All  that  means  is  this:  If  they  get  their  35  per- 
cent to  the  polls,  and  most  of  them  are  going 
with  blood  in  their  eyes,  because  a  good 
many  of  them,  I  have  found,  are  pretty  ex- 
citable people  that  feel  pretty  tense  on  some 
of  these  things,  and  we  only  get  34  percent 
of  ours  to  the  polls — and  we  will  be  awfully 
lucky  if  we  get  70  percent  of  the  people  to 
the  polls — then  we  have  had  it,  and  you  have 
had  it,  too,  and  everything  you  have  done 
for  30  years. 

The  eyes  of  the  world  are  upon  America 
because  we  are  the  leader  of  the  world,  and 
the  most  important  thing  in  the  world  is  not 
this  election;  the  most  important  thing  in 
the  world  is  peace  and  good  will  toward 
men — that  little  five  letter  word,  p-e-a-c-e. 

You  don't  get  peace  by  rattling  your 
rockets.  You  don't  get  peace  by  threatening 
to  drop  your  bombs.  You  must  have 
strength,  and  you  must  always  keep  your 
guard  up,  but  you  must  always  have  your 
hand  out  and  be  willing  to  go  anywhere,  talk 
to  anybody,  listen  to  anything  they  have  to 
say,  do  anything  that  is  honorable,  in  order 
to  avoid  pulling  that  trigger,  mashing  that 
button  that  will  blow  up  the  world. 

You  would  expect  my  opponent  to  think 
well  of  himself,  and  I  think  well  of  him. 
You  would  expect  me  to  think  well  of  my- 
self, and  I  don't  think  that  you  ought  to 
be  guided  or  guarded  by  what  we  say.  I 
think  what  you  have  to  decide  in  your  own 
heart,  in  your  own  conscience,  in  your  own 
home  with  your  own  prayers  is — in  this 
perilous  hour  in  which  we  live,  with  these 
critical  uncertainties  confronting  us,  when 
we  have  a  test  ban  treaty  and  we  have  a  "hot 


line" — when  you  hear  that  phone  ring,  who- 
do  you  want  to  answer  it? 

When  they  cut  off  our  water  in  Guanta- 
namo — a  little  bearded  dictator  called  Castro 
impulsively  and  emotionally  cut  our  water 
off — I  got  a  lot  of  advice.  I  had  just  been 
in  office  a  few  days.  I  remember  one  of  the 
advisers  said,  "Send  in  the  Marines." 

Well,  we  considered  it  carefully  and  we 
finally  concluded  that  the  incident  was  such 
that  we  ought  to  preserve  that  base,  where 
it  would  be  sufficient  in  its  own  strength, 
and  we  oughtn't  have  to  depend  on  anybody, 
so  I  called  up  an  admiral  and  told  him  to 
go  down  there  and  turn  that  water  off.  In- 
stead of  sending  the  Marines  in,  I  sent  one 
littie  admiral  to  turn  it  off,  and  things  have 
been  going  reasonably  well  at  Guantanamo 
ever  since. 

You  are  going  to  have  to  decide  who  you 
want  to  have  the  civilian  responsibility  over 
the  admirals  and  the  generals,  and  the  cap- 
tains and  the  corporals  in  the  world.  You 
are  going  to  have  to  decide  which  man's 
thumb  you  want  there  next  to  that  button. 

I  sat  for  37  days  and  nights  with  a  man 
much  younger  than  I  was,  and  I  thought 
much  less  experienced  than  I  was.  But  he 
was  my  Commander  in  Chief  during  the 
Cuban  missile  crisis.  I  left  home  many 
mornings  not  knowing  whether  I  would  ever 
see  my  wife  and  my  daughters  that  night 
again.  I  didn't  know  whether  I  would  be 
back  or  whether  they  would  be  there,  or 
whether  any  of  us  would  be  there.  I  am 
proud  to  say  to  you  that  the  coolest  man  in 
town  those  37  days  was  John  Fitzgerald 
Kennedy. 

It  is  with  some  sadness  that  I  observed 
some  criticism  when  he  wasn't  here  to  de- 
fend himself  of  his  conduct  in  that  crisis. 
Because  after  those  37  days  Mr.  Khrushchev 
had  to  take  his  missiles  and  put  them  on  his 
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ships  and  put  his  tarpaulins  over  them  and 
take  them  back  home. 

But  both  Mr.  Kennedy  and  Mr.  Khru- 
shchev had  been  there  eyeball  to  eyeball  with 
their  thumbs  close  to  the  button,  and  both 
of  them  had  realized  that  if  either  touched 
that  button,  300  million  lives  would  be 
snuffed  out  in  a  matter  of  minutes.  It  was 
an  experience  for  a  man. 

I  was  happy  when  I  reduced  some  of  our 
nuclear  production  that  we  have  in  great  sur- 
plus, and  I  said,  "I  am  not  going  to  operate  a 
nuclear  WPA."  When  I  reduced  it,  after  I 
came  in,  I  notified  Mr.  Khrushchev  I  was 
going  to  do  it,  and  I  gave  him  the  hour  and 
the  day,  and  I  said,  "Here  is  what  we  are 
going  to  do  because  of  these  reasons.  But  if 
you  really  want  peace  in  the  world,  you  can 
do  likewise  and  make  some  move  along  the 
same  direction." 

As  I  was  rising  from  my  chair  to  be  intro- 
duced at  the  Associated  Press  in  New  York, 
at  2  o'clock,  they  brought  a  little  yellow 
ticker  paper  that  said  Mr.  Khrushchev  was 
making  a  simultaneous  announcement  that 
he  was  reducing  also. 

Freedom  is  on  the  march  in  the  world, 
and  I  don't  think  communism  is  ever  going 
to  defeat  freedom.  As  I  said  earlier,  I  am 
going  to  keep  all  the  strength  that  this  Na- 
tion needs,  and  we  have  more  than  any 
nation  in  all  the  world,  and  more  than  all  of 
them  put  together.  I  am  going  to  keep  it. 
But  I  am  not  going  to  destroy  the  world  by 


throwing  my  weight  around  without  achiev- 
ing something  for  it.  I  am  going  to  try  to 
do  as  the  Good  Book  says,  the  prophet  Isaiah. 
I  am  going  to  say  to  all  the  leaders  of  the 
world,  "Come  now,  let  us  reason  together." 

So  that  is  the  decision  that  you  are  going 
to  have  to  make,  whose  hand  do  you  want 
on  the  throttle,  whom  do  you  want  to  answer 
the  phone?  I  am  not  going  to  recommend 
to  you.  I  am  just  going  to  tell  you  my  hopes. 
I  need  you.  I  have  a  lonely,  frightening 
job,  and  I  am  doing  my  dead  level  best  to 
do  it  right. 

So  I  want  to  ask  you  for  your  hopes  and 
for  your  help,  and  for  your  hand,  and  for 
your  prayers,  because  I  don't  know  a  man  in 
the  world  that  needs  them  more  than  I  do. 

Thank  you. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  9:37  p.m.  at  Con- 
vention Center  in  Cleveland,  Ohio.  In  his  opening 
v^^ords  he  referred  to  Mayor  Ralph  S.  Locher  of 
Cleveland  and  to  Senator  Stephen  M.  Young  of 
Ohio.  Later  he  referred  to,  among  others.  Secre- 
tary of  Health,  Education,  and  Welfare  Anthony  J. 
Celebrezze  and  Mrs.  Celebrezze  and  Representa- 
tive Michael  A.  Feighan,  of  Ohio,  Representative 
William  E.  Miller  of  New  York,  Republican  candi- 
date for  Vice  President,  Representative  Charles  A. 
Vanik  of  Ohio,  Albert  Porter,  chairman  of  the  Cuya- 
hoga County  Democratic  Executive  Committee,  Wil- 
liam L.  Coleman,  chairman  of  the  Ohio  State  Demo- 
cratic Executive  Committee,  Michael  V.  DiSalle, 
former  Governor  of  Ohio,  Frank  Celeste,  former 
Mayor  of  Lake  wood,  Ohio,  and  Representative 
Thomas  L.  Ashley  of  Ohio,  Representative  Thomas 
B.  Curtis  of  Missouri,  Senator  Bourke  B.  Hicken- 
looper  of  Iowa,  chairman  of  the  Republican  Policy 
Committee,  and  Representative  Wilbur  D.  Mills  of 
Arkansas. 


643     Remarks  in  Louisville,  Ky.,  at  a  Breakfast  for  Indiana  and 
Kentucky  State  Party  Leaders.     October  9,  1964 


Mr,  Chairman;  Governor  Breathitt;  my  old 
friends  and  great  Kentucky  patriots,  Happy 
Chandler  and  Bert  Combs,  Keen  Johnson, 
Governor  Wetherby,  Lawrence  Wetherby, 
Earle  Clements;  my  old  friend  the  coura- 


geous Governor  of  North  Carolina,  who  hap- 
pens to  be  over  here  doing  some  missionary 
wor\,  Terry  Sanford;  one  of  Kentucky's 
ablest  Congressmen,  to  whom  I  am  deeply 
indebted.  Bill  Natcher;  Congressman  Stub- 
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blefield;  Congressman  Watts;  Congressman 
Perkins;  Congressman  Chelj;  and  the  man 
and  woman  that  Kentuc\ians  are  going  to 
send  to  Congress,  Charles  Farnsley  and  Mrs, 
Frances  Mills;  my  friend  Congressman  Den- 
ton of  Indiana;  and  all  of  you,  my  fellow 
Americans,  who  have  done  so  much  for  so 
long  in  order  that  the  Democratic  Party 
could  have  an  opportunity  to  lead  this  State 
and  lead  this  Nation: 

In  less  than  4  weeks  we  will  be  at  the  end 
of  another  campaign.  How  well  we  do  be- 
tween now  and  then  will  largely  depend 
upon  you,  your  experience,  your  know-how, 
your  heart,  your  energy,  your  willingness  to 
neglect  your  own  private  affairs  and  to  give 
up  part  o£  your  family  obligations  and  go  out 
and  work  for  your  party. 

I  believe  that  you  will  do  for  me  and  the 
Democratic  Party  between  now  and  Novem- 
ber what  Kentucky  has  done  for  the  Demo- 
cratic Party  in  this  State  for  many  years. 

I  don't  want  this  to  be  a  long,  rambling, 
political  speech  this  morning  because  you 
are  professionals,  and  you  have  listened  to 
them  through  the  years.  That  is  one  of  the 
things  that  has  earned  for  you  that  medal 
of  honor  that  you  are  entided  to  wear.  But 
we  do  have  a  very  simple  situation  before  us 
this  November. 

There  are  only  two  men  running  for 
President — ^Lyndon  Johnson  and  the  Repub- 
lican nominee. 

We  only  have  two  men  running  for  Vice 
President — Hubert  Humphrey  and  the  Re- 
publican nominee. 

We  have  very  definite,  clear-cut  issues  and 
we  could  spell  them  out  at  great  length,  but 
you  know  them  perhaps  better  than  you  need 
to  know  them.  In  short,  there  are  two 
policies  that  are  to  be  decided:  One  is  our 
foreign  policy,  our  relation  with  other  na- 
tions.   What  will  it  be  the  next  4  years? 


Who  will  direct  it  ?  Who  will  be  the  spokes- 
man for  this  country?  If  that  telephone 
rings,  who  answers  it?  If  that  conference 
comes,  who  attends  it?  If  that  treaty  is 
indicated  to  be  desirable,  who  submits  it  and 
who  advocates  it? 

In  short,  do  we  continue  the  bipartisan 
efforts  that  we  have  made  over  the  last  20 
years  since  World  War  II,  to  try  to  preserve 
peace  in  the  world,  or  do  we  junk  it  and 
start  off  on  a  new  direction  and  what  I 
think  is  a  dangerously  deep  departure  from 
what  we  have  known  since  World  War  II? 

It  isn't  easy  to  get  Republicans  and  Demo- 
crats to  agree,  but  most  of  the  time  when 
their  country  is  at  stake  and  they  think  the 
danger  is  big  enough,  they  always  submerge 
their  party  differences  and  try  to  pull  to- 
gether. 

Since  that  tragic  day  in  November,  I  have 
done  my  best  to  unite  the  people  of  this 
country — business,  labor,  farmers,  the  Gov- 
ernment— and  I  have  not  tried  to  harass 
them  or  humiliate  them.  I  have  tried  to 
pull  them  together  and  get  them  to  see  that 
if  they  all  did  well,  each  of  them  would  do 
well,  and  that  we  ought  to  spend  more  of 
our  time  trying  to  unite  our  people  than  to 
divide  them. 

I  have  tried  to  do  the  same  thing  on  the 
world  front.  I  have  seen  the  leaders  of  85 
of  the  120  nations,  and  I  am  very  stimulated 
and  pleased  at  the  treatment  that  has  been 
accorded  me  by  most  of  the  leaders  of  the 
world.  I  think  at  this  time  the  respect  for 
our  country  and  the  affection  for  our  coun- 
try is  one  that  we  can  take  pride  in. 

President  Truman  met  the  forces  of  com- 
munism in  Greece  and  Turkey,  and  Arthur 
Vandenberg,  a  great  Republican,  reversed  a 
lifetime  record  of  isolationism  and  joined 
with  him,  and  they  successfully  stopped  com- 
munism in  Greece  and  Turkey. 
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President  Eisenhower  came  along,  and 
during  the  period  he  was  President  I  was 
Democratic  leader.  I  looked  at  the  record 
the  other  day,  the  last  year  of  our  service. 
I  supported  the  Republican  President  more 
than  90  percent  of  the  time  in  the  field  of 
foreign  policy,  and  that  was  about  four  times 
as  much  as  the  Republican  leader  supported 
him.  He  supported  him  about  25  percent 
of  the  time. 

Then  after  President  Eisenhower  came 
President  Kennedy,  and  we  had  the  Cuban 
missile  crisis,  and  men  like  Senator  Hicken- 
looper  and  others  stood  up  with  a  Demo- 
cratic President  and  they  presented  a  united 
front.  Khrushchev  had  to  take  his  missiles 
and  load  them  on  his  boats  and  take  them 
out  of  the  country,  very  much  to  his  humilia- 
tion. 

I  am  very  sorry  and  I  am  saddened  at  what 
has  been  said  about  that  in  recent  days.  I 
sat  in  every  one  of  those  meetings  on  the 
Cuban  missile  crisis,  37.  I  never  left  home 
in  the  morning  that  I  was  sure  I  would  see 
my  wife  and  babies  when  I  got  back  that 
evening.  It  was  as  tense  a  situation  as  I  have 
ever  been  in — I  have  been  scared  a  lot  of 
times,  from  the  time  they  took  me  snipe 
hunting  on  down. 

But  through  all  that  rather  terrifying  ex- 
perience, the  coolest  man  that  sat  at  either 
end  of  that  table  was  our  late  beloved  Presi- 
dent John  Fitzgerald  Kennedy.  And  now 
when  he  is  not  here  to  answer  for  himself, 
and  he  can't  speak  up  as  he  did  so  effectively 
in  every  State  of  the  Union  when  he  was 
here,  to  have  it  said  of  him,  your  President 
and  your  leader,  that  he  manufactured  all 
this  for  political  purposes,  is  sufficient  in- 
dictment of  the  author  of  that  statement  to 
let  everyone  know  who  they  ought  to  vote 
for  for  President. 

I  have  been  in  office  a  little  less  than  11 


months.  We  have  had  several  test  tubes 
run  on  us.  They  have  put  a  thermometer 
in  my  mouth  several  times. 

One  of  the  first  experiences  was  that  they 
shot  four  of  our  men,  our  soldiers,  in  Pan- 
ama, and  they  demanded  we  negotiate  an 
agreement  and  sign  a  blank  check.  Well, 
we  didn't  do  it.  We  said  we  would  make  no 
precommitments;  we  would  sit  down  and 
do  what  was  right  and  just.  In  a  period  of 
2  months,  they  finally  agreed  to  the  terms  we 
submitted  the  first  day  of  the  meeting. 

We  had  a  little  flare-up  at  Guantanamo, 
at  our  base  in  Cuba.  The  bearded  dictator 
went  out  one  day  and  decided  to  cut  the 
water  off  for  that  base.  I  got  a  lot  of  advice, 
free  advice,  from  specialized  quarters,  and 
some  of  them  said,  "Rush  in  the  Marines. 
Send  in  the  Marines."  It  is  mighty  easy  to 
start  a  fight,  get  into  a  war  mighty  quick. 

We  got  the  recommendation  of  the  Ma- 
rines, the  Army,  Navy,  and  the  Air  Force, 
the  Secretary  of  Defense  and  the  Secretary 
of  State,  and  we  unanimously  concluded 
that  instead  of  acting  impulsively  and  send- 
ing in  the  Marines  to  turn  the  water  on,  it 
would  be  wiser  to  send  in  one  litde  admiral 
to  turn  it  off,  and  to  tell  them  we  were  going 
to  make  that  base  self-sufficient  where  we 
wouldn't  have  to  depend  on  them  any  more, 
that  we  would  make  our  own  water. 

A  lot  of  new  nations  have  been  born  in 
this  world.  There  are  more  than  120  of 
them  now,  and  a  lot  of  them  are  going 
through  a  perilous  period.  They  are  like 
children  learning  to  walk. 

Some  of  the  nations,  Khrushchev  says, 
have  grown  up  like  children  and  now  they 
are  too  big  to  spank.  So  he  has  a  lot  of 
problems  with  some  of  his  sateUites. 

But  we  have  a  varying  situation  all  over 
the  world.  During  this  period  we  have 
done  our  best  to  advance  the  cause  of  free- 
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dom  and  to  make  free  men  a  litde  bit 
stronger.  We  have  had  to  help  some  of 
them,  we  have  had  to  prop  them  up,  we  have 
had  to  Uft  them  up,  we  have  had  to  put 
them  in  a  toddler  to  teach  them  to  walk, 
teach  them  to  govern. 

They  have  changed  overnight  and  they 
have  had  this  explosion  and  that  one,  but 
the  last  nation  that  we  lost  to  communism, 
to  the  Communist  cause,  was  Cuba  in  1959. 
President  Kennedy  was  rather  proud,  and 
I  am  rather  proud,  and  I  think  the  Ameri- 
can Nation  can  be  proud,  not  of  Democrats, 
not  of  Republicans,  but  of  Americans,  that 
the  cause  of  freedom  in  the  world  is  not  a 
backward  cause  and  it  is  not  one  that  is  re- 
ceding, and  it  is  not  one  that  is  diminishing. 

The  Communists,  with  their  problems  be- 
tween Russia  and  China  now — ^if  you  think 
we  have  some  headaches  just  think  about 
their  problems  among  themselves.  So  the 
big  question  you  have  to  decide,  then,  is:  do 
you  want  to  try  to  hold  the  country  together 
and  provide  a  bipartisan,  nonpartisan  foreign 
policy  that  will  face  up  to  these  problems 
as  Americans  and  not  as  party  people,  or  do 
you  want  to  change  and  go  oflF  in  this  new 
direction? 

You  will  have  to  be  the  judges  of  that,  and 
your  people  will  have  to  be  the  judges  of  it. 
That  is  the  first  big  issue,  though,  whether 
you  are  going  to  have  responsibility  in  the 
conduct  of  your  foreign  affairs,  or  whether 
you   are   going   to   have  irresponsibility. 

The  second  thing  is  your  domestic  affairs. 
We  could  spend  all  day  talking  about  that. 
But  we  have  72^/^  million  people  working 
this  morning.  That  is  more  than  ever 
worked  anywhere.  They  are  making  $60 
billion  more  after  taxes  than  they  were 
making  4  years  ago.  The  corporations  of 
this  country  are  making  the  highest  profits 
in  their  history.    They  made  $12  billion 


more  after  taxes  than  they  did  4  years  ago. 
Our  farm  income  is  up.  We  have  farm  pro- 
grams and  we  are  trying  to  improve  them. 

We  are  told  that  we  ought  to  turn  all  of 
these  things  back  to  the  States,  we  ought  to 
sell  the  TV  A,  we  ought  to  take  no  more 
interest  in  these  various  programs  that  we 
allocate  for  the  States,  whether  it  is  health, 
schools,  highways,  or  the  other  things;  that 
we  have  too  much  government  in  Wash- 
ington, and  you  ought  to  do  away  with  all 
of  that.    Well,  you  can  do  away  with  it. 

You  can  do  away  with  our  farm  programs 
and  the  first  thing  you  do  away  with  is  you 
reduce  the  farm  income  to  the  farmers  of 
this  country  from  $12  billion  to  $6  billion. 
If  you  want  to  do  away  with  it,  you  can  do 
it  and  you  can  outvote  the  farmers  because 
they  are  in  the  minority,  but  I  don't  think 
the  people  of  Kentucky  are  ever  going  to  do 
that,  because  we  have  memories  and  we 
know  that  depressions  are  farm-led  and 
farm-fed,  and  if  you  neglect  the  farmer,  you 
neglect  yourself. 

On  social  security,  when  that  was  first 
passed,  some  of  the  Republicans  said  it  was 
a  "cruel  hoax."  That  is  their  language. 
Today  we  have  20  million  people  on  social 
security,  one  out  of  every  10  in  this  coun- 
try. All  through  New  England  my  Repub- 
lican opponent  campaigned  on  making  it 
voluntary.  He  has  moderated  and  modi- 
fied some  since  then. 

My  judgment  is  as  time  goes  along  he  is 
going  to  adjust  himself  to  the  needs  of  the 
occasion,  but  if  you  make  a  program  like 
that  voluntary,  you  kill  it. 

Now,  if  you  want  to  kill  social  security, 
you  can  do  it,  if  you  have  a  majority.  But 
I  don't  think  they  will  ever  get  a  majority 
of  people  in  Kentucky  to  make  social  secu- 
rity voluntary.  You  have  unemployment 
insurance,  you  have  collective  bargaining, 
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you  have  minimum  wages. 

When  I  was  a  youngster  and  went  to 
Washington,  Happy  Chandler  served  in 
Congress  in  those  days,  Senator  Barkley  was 
there,  a  good  many  of  the  folks  in  this  room 
remember  that  period.  They  submitted  a 
minimum  wage  law.  Women  in  my  dis- 
trict, mothers  of  children,  who  lost  their 
husbands,  were  down  at  work  every  morn- 
ing at  daylight  and  worked  until  dark  and 
made  7  cents  an  hour. 

That  is  in  my  lifetime,  and  I  am  not  an 
old  man.  I  am  getting  a  little  thin  on  top, 
but  I  am  not  eligible  for  a  pension  yet. 

But  they  recommended  a  25-cent-an-hour 
minimum  wage,  and  they  called  it  socialism. 
They  said  it  would  ruin  this  country,  that  it 
was  socialistic. 

I  was  one  of  three  from  the  southern  part 
of  the  country  that  signed  a  petition  forcing 
a  caucus  to  act  on  minimum  wages.  They 
said  it  was  governmental  interference,  and 
it  was.  It  interfered  with  that  fellow  that 
was  running  that  pecan  shelling  plant.  It 
told  him  he  couldn't  pay  that  little  widow  7 
cents  any  more,  that  he  would  have  to  pay 
her  a  quarter. 

It  was  governmental  interference.  They 
said  it  would  ruin  my  political  career  if  I 
voted  for  it.  Well,  they  are  going  to  have  a 
chance  to  ruin  it  November  3d.  It  hasn't 
ruined  it  up  to  now,  anyway. 

If  you  want  to,  do  away  with  these  gains 
that  you  have  made,  this  progress  that  we 
have  made,  over  30  years. 

In  this  country  I  believe  in  full  employ- 
ment. I  think  that  every  man  and  woman 
who  wants  to  work  and  is  willing  to  work 
ought  to  have  a  chance  to  work.  I  believe 
in  full  education. 

I  think  that  when  our  working  people  can 
make  f 60  billion  more  after  taxes,  and  our 
corporations  can  make  $12  billion  more  after 


taxes,  and  our  auto  manufacturers  can  make 
over  20  percent  on  their  equity — ^I  think  that 
every  boy  and  girl  who  is  delivered  into  this 
world  ought  to  have  the  right  to  get  all  the 
education  they  can  take,  because  in  this  tech- 
nological age,  in  this  space  age,  they  are 
going  to  need  something  besides  reading, 
writing,  and  arithmetic. 

I  am  not  one  that  thinks  that  you  can  just 
ignore  this  general  subject  of  education,  or 
that  you  can  ignore  this  general  subject  of 
poverty  and  just  say,  "Well,  if  they  are  poor, 
they  ought  to  have  done  better  for  them- 
selves." 

A  lot  of  people  would  do  better  for  them- 
selves if  they  could,  and  if  they  knew  how. 
Nobody  really  wants  to  be  poor.  But  a  lot 
of  them  have  problems  trying  to  meet  these 
things. 

I  want  the  Government  to  be  a  compas- 
sionate government  and  an  understanding 
government,  and  a  government  that  wants  to 
do  something  about  them. 

The  hardhearted  and  the  heavyhanded 
and  the  ruthless  dynasties  that  have  led  some 
of  the  States  in  this  Union  have  never  led 
the  people  of  Kentucky.  You  have  had  dif- 
ferences of  opinion  in  the  party,  and  you 
have  had  some  good,  real,  knockdown  drag- 
outs.  I  have  looked  down  here  a  time  or 
two  since  I  have  been  talking  just  to  be  sure 
I  wasn't  standing  in  any  blood. 

But  there  is  not  anything  that  has  hap- 
pened to  me  in  this  campaign  that  makes  me 
quite  as  proud  of  the  patriotism  and  the 
Americanism  and  the  love  of  country  as  these 
distinguished  former  Governors  and  former 
Lieutenant  Governors  that  put  on  the  Demo- 
cratic uniform  and  marched  in  there. 

When  this  terrible  tragedy  occurred,  I 
didn't  have  any  chance  to  consult  any  books 
in  the  library.  I  had  to  get  down  in  the 
back  seat  of  a  Ford  police  car  and  rush  to  an 
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airplane  so  I  could  get  it  in  the  air  as  soon 
as  I  could,  because  they  didn't  know  how 
deep  the  conspiracy  was,  and  whether  it  was 
to  wipe  out  all  the  Government  or  not. 

I  didn't  have  any  long  speech  for  the  peo- 
ple of  this  country.  I  just  as  humbly  as  I 
knew  how  said  that  I  was  going  to  pick  up 
and  try  to  carry  on  for  our  fallen  leader: 

"I  don't  know  how  well  I  will  do;  we  will 
have  to  let  time  decide  that.  But  the  eyes 
of  the  world  are  on  the  United  States  right 
this  moment  and  they  don't  know  which 
way  we  are  going  to  go.  They  have  seen 
governments  fall  before  and  they  have  seen 
leaders  change  before,  and  I  want  to  try  to 
give  the  people  of  this  country  some  confi- 
dence and  I  want  the  people  of  the  world  to 
settle  down  just  a  litde  bit  and  not  get  too 
excited. 

"I  want  to  have  a  transition  period  where 
we  can  show  that  our  system  can  carry  on — 
it  is  not  the  man,  but  it  is  the  system  in  this 
country.  So  all  I  can  say  to  you  is,  I  will 
just  do  the  very  best  with  what  the  good 
Lord  gave  me. 

"I  have  been  in  Washington  since  Mr. 
Hoover's  days,  193 1,  and  I  have  had  a  lot 
of  association  and  experience  in  that  period 
of  time  that  my  people  have  been  good 
enough  to  give  me.  I  will  take  that  experi- 
ence and  I  will  use  it  to  the  best  I  can  with  it. 
With  God's  help  and  with  your  help,  we  will 
see  how  we  come  out." 

President  Truman  got  on  the  train  in 
Kansas  City  and  he  came  to  Washington  to 
tell  me  what  he  would  like  to  do  to  help. 
President  Eisenhower  got  in  a  helicopter 
and  he  came  down  from  Gettysburg.  Pres- 
ident Hoover  called  up  from  the  Waldorf- 
Astoria  and  said  that  he  would  like  to  give 
me  his  ideas  and  he  would  help. 

And  people  from  all  over  the  country 
came  in  to  try — even  my  opponent  wrote 
some  very  friendly  columns  and  said  the  way 


we  were  picking  up  and  carrying  on  was 
very  good.  So  the  people  did  their  best  to 
help  hold  me  up,  prop  me  up,  and  go  along. 

I  looked  at  that  program  that  was  left  to 
me.  The  tax  bill  hadn't  moved  in  a  year. 
It  was  in  committee  and  Senator  Byrd  hadn't 
reported  it  out.  He  was  one  of  the  first 
visitors  that  I  had. 

Men  who  served  with  him  like  Happy  and 
Earle  know  that  Senator  Byrd  is  not  a  man 
to  change  his  mind  easily.  He  never 
changed  it.  He  voted  against  the  bill.  But 
I  let  him  take  a  peep  at  my  budget  and 
instead  of  increasing  the  budget  $5  billion, 
I  reduced  it  |i  billion.  He  allowed  me  to 
report  my  tax  bill  and  we  passed  it. 

That  tax  bill  put  $12  billion  back  in  the 
people's  pockets  and  in  the  companies' 
pockets  that  we  have  used  to  provide  extra 
jobs  and  expenditures. 

But  there  were  50  other  bills  besides  the 
tax  bill  on  President  Kennedy's  list.  Of 
those  51  bills — last  Friday  night  I  sat  there 
in  the  White  House  and  looked  at  them — 
we  passed  every  single  one  of  the  51  in  the 
Senate  of  the  United  States.  We  passed 
most  of  them  in  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, all  but  2  or  3. 

We  appreciate  the  Congress  and  the  peo- 
ple working  with  us. 

We  had  our  problems  in  Cyprus  and  we 
still  have  them. 

We  had  our  problems  in  Viet-Nam  and 
we  still  have  them.  I  didn't  get  us  into 
Viet-Nam.  I  didn't  ring  up  out  there  and 
say,  "I  want  some  trouble."  I  was  out  there 
in  '61,  one  of  the  first  things  that  I  did. 
President  Kennedy  sent  me  out  there  when 
we  were  worried  about  the  stability  of  the 
government  there.  We  can't  pick  other 
people's  governments.  We  have  enough 
trouble  picking  our  own. 

If  I  had  my  way,  I  would  just  tell  you  all 
how  to  select  this  Government  here  without 
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even  asking  you  to  ratify  it.  But  it  looks 
like  50  States  are  going  to  tell  me  what  to 
do  November  3d,  instead  of  me  telling  them. 
That  is  the  w^ay  it  is  out  there.  We  just 
can't  tell  every  country  or  mash  a  button. 
It  is  not  that  simple. 

These  folks  vi^ho  think  you  can  have  gov- 
ernment by  ultimatum  are  wrong.  You 
better  get  a  litde  closer  to  prophet  Isaiah  and 
the  Good  Book  and  "Come  now,  let  us 
reason  together,"  because  there  is  not  an 
ultimatum  that  any  President  can  issue  that 
could  have  produced  one  of  these  former 
Governors  on  this  platform,  not  a  single 
ultimatum.  You  could  take  all  the  tanks  in 
our  combat  divisions  and  all  the  planes  in 
the  sky,  and  all  the  Polaris  missiles,  and  you 
couldn't  have  made  a  one  of  them  come  up 
here.    But  you  can  reason  with  them. 

So  that  is  our  problem  right  out  there  in 
Viet-Nam.  Mr.  Eisenhower  sat  down  and 
wrote  the  President  of  Viet-Nam  after  they 
were  divided,  after  the  agreements  in  1954, 
and  said  to  them,  "We  want  to  help  you  help 
yourselves,  and  we  will  provide  you  advice 
and  military  assistance  to  preserve  your 
country  and  keep  the  Communists  from 
enveloping  it  if  you  will  help  yourselves." 

For  10  years  we  have  been  doing  that,  and 
sometimes  it  goes  from  bad  to  worse,  and 
they  have  changed  governments  three  or  four 
times  in  the  last  few  months.  You  know 
what  a  problem  we  have  had  here  at  home 
just  changing  it  once  and  getting  adjusted. 

We  are  trying  as  best  we  can  not  to  en- 
large that  war,  not  to  get  the  United  States 
tied  down  in  a  land  war  in  Asia,  and  not  for 
American  boys  starting  to  do  the  fighting 
that  Asian  boys  ought  to  be  doing  to  protect 
themselves.  We  don't  want  to  pull  out  and 
come  home  and  say,  "We  will  turn  it  all 
over  to  you." 

So  if  you  don't  want  to  enlarge  it  and  you 
seek  no  larger  war,  and  you  don't  want  to 


pull  out  and  run  home,  the  only  thing  you 
can  do  is  what  we  are  doing.  We  let  them 
know  that  when  they  shoot  at  us  as  they  did 
in  the  Tonkin  Gulf,  we  will  make  prompt, 
adequate,  and  sufficient  reply. 

So  as  we  go  into  campaign  now,  we  have 
those  two  big  issues: 

Do  we  undo  everything  we  have  done  in 
the  field  of  foreign  affairs  for  20  years  in  a 
bipartisan  way.?  There  are  some  that  want 
to  do  it.  Some  are  just  frothing  at  the 
mouth  to  do  it. 

Do  we  want  to  junk  all  of  the  advances  we 
have  made  in  30  years  in  social  security, 
minimum  wages,  collective  bargaining,  edu- 
cation, roads,  all  these  programs  where  we 
have  worked  together?  If  you  do,  you  can. 
But  you  will  have  to  answer  that  on  Novem- 
ber 3d. 

This  State  has  always  had  a  peculiar  spot 
in  my  affection.  Kentucky  has  done  more 
for  me  than  any  State  in  the  Union,  I  think, 
except  Texas,  and  sometimes  more  than 
Texas.  Even  if  at  some  time  every  Demo- 
crat in  the  State  wasn't  for  me,  I  don't  know 
any  of  them  that  really  did  anything  against 
me  or  hated  me.  Most  of  them  were  for 
me. 

I  never  forget  your  loyalty  through  the 
years  in  the  House  and  Senate  to  Mr.  Ray- 
burn,  when  Fred  Vinson  was  there. 

When  Fred  Vinson  put  me  on  the  Naval 
Affairs  Committee  against  California, 
against  Oregon,  and  against  Washington, 
all  of  them  that  had  a  coastline,  I  wasn't 
within  400  miles  of  water.  But  if  you  had 
a  Kentuckian  running  the  Ways  and  Means 
Committee,  you  didn't  have  to  have  merit 
on  your  side.  So  that  is  where  I  got  inter- 
ested in  military  affairs. 

I  just  want  to  say  this  to  you:  You  are 
mighty  good  to  come  up  here  to  breakfast 
and  to  be  so  attentive. 

Mr.  Rayburn  went  back  home  one  time 
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after  he  had  been  in  the  Congress  50  years. 
He  went  to  the  little  place  where  he  had 
taught  school,  where  no  one  would  take 
him  in,  board  him.  The  banker,  the 
preacher,  and  the  rest  of  them  didn't  have 
room.  But  the  old  blacksmith  gave  him 
a  place  to  board. 

They  all  came  around  this  night — ^when 
he  was  Speaker — and  said  they  wanted  him 
to  go  home  and  stay  all  night.  "No,"  he 
said,  "I'll  stay  with  the  blacksmith,  if  he 
invites  me — old  man  James." 

So,  sure  enough,  old  man  James  came 
up — with  his  blue  overalls  on — and  asked 
him  to  stay  all  night  with  him  and  Mr. 
Rayburn  said,  "Yes." 

They  went  out  and  he  said  they  talked 
until  2  o'clock;  about  i  o'clock  the  wife  and 
daughter  went  on  to  bed.  Finally,  Mr.  Ray- 
burn  said,  "James,  I  have  to  make  seven 
speeches  tomorrow.  I'm  in  a  campaign. 
Fm  going  to  have  to  go  to  bed." 

Old  man  James  said,  "Well,  Sammy,  if 
that's  the  way  you  feel  about  it  I  guess 
you'll  just  have  to  do  it.  But  I'd  like  to  stay 
here  and  talk  to  you  'til  daylight. 

"Because,"    he    said,    "Sammy,    if    the 


momma  and  the  girls  and  me  ain't  your 
friends,  it's  just  because  we  ain't  got  sense 
enough!" 

That  is  the  way  I  feel  about  all  the  people 
of  Kentucky,  regardless  of  any  differences 
any  of  us  may  have  ever  had  about  any- 
thing: I  would  just  like  to  stay  here  and 
talk  to  you  'til  daylight,  because  if  I  am 
not  your  friend,  it's  just  because  I  haven't 
got  sense  enough! 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  9:07  a.m.  in  the 
Grand  Ballroom  at  the  Sheraton  Seelbach  Hotel  in 
Louisville,  Ky.  In  his  opening  words  he  referred 
to  the  Chairman  of  the  Kentucky  State  Democratic 
Committee,  Frank  Paxton,  who  acted  as  chairman  of 
the  breakfast.  Governor  Edward  T.  Breathitt,  Jr.,  of 
Kentucky,  former  Kentucky  Governors  A.  B. 
(Happy)  Chandler,  Bert  T.  Combs,  Keen  Johnson, 
Lawrence  W.  Wetherby,  and  Earle  Clements,  Gov- 
ernor Terry  Sanford  of  North  Carolina,  Represent- 
atives William  H.  Natcher,  Frank  A.  Stubblefield, 
John  C.  Watts,  Carl  D.  Perkins,  and  Frank  Chelf, 
and  Charles  P.  Farnsley  and  Mrs.  Frances  J.  Mills, 
Democratic  candidates  for  U.S.  Representative,  all 
of  Kentucky,  and  Representative  Winfield  K.  Denton 
of  Indiana.  Later  he  referred  to,  among  others, 
Arthur  H.  Vandenberg,  U.S.  Senator  from  Michigan 
during  the  Truman  administration.  Senator  Bourke 
B.  Hickenlooper  of  Iowa,  and  Senator  Harry  F. 
Byrd  of  Virginia. 
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Governor  Breathitt — Kentucky's  young, 
fighting  Governor  Ned  Breathitt;  my  old 
friends  and  great  Kentucky  patriots,  Gov- 
ernor Happy  Chandler,  Governor  Bert 
Combs,  Governor  Keen  Johnson,  Governor 
Lawrence  Wetherby,  Senator  Earle  Clem- 
ents; the  fighting,  courageous  Governor  of 
North  Carolina,  Terry  Sanford;  Congress- 
man Bill  Natcher;  Congressman  Stubble- 
field;  Congressman  Chelf;  Congressman 
Watts;  Congressman  Fer\ins — all  great  and 
powerful  Members  of  the  Kentucky  delega- 


tion in  Congress: 

And  I  v^^ant  to  say  just  a  special  word  for 
the  man  and  w^oman  that  Kentuckians  are 
going  to  send  to  Congress — Charles  Farns- 
ley— stand  up,  Charles.  We  need  this  man 
in  Washington.  You  need  this  man  in 
Washington.  The  world  needs  this  man  in 
Washington.  Now  don't  forget;  go  and 
vote  and  get  your  uncles  and  your  cousins 
and  your  aunts  and  your  mommas  and  your 
poppas  to  vote  for  Charles  Farnsley. 

We  have  a  shortage  of  good  Democrats. 
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We  need  good  Democrats  in  Washington. 
Kentucky  has  one  of  the  finest  Democratic 
delegations,  but  we  want  to  make  it  finer, 
and  we  want  you  to  go  and  vote  for  Mrs. 
Frances  Mills  for  Congress.  Please  stand 
up. 

So  many  of  my  ancestors  come  from  Ken- 
tucky that  I  can  sing  "My  Old  Kentucky 
Home"  with  almost  as  much  feeling  as  you. 
My  daddy's  mother  was  born  in  Russellville 
in  1849.  I  have  some  real  Kentucky  blood 
in  my  veins.  My  great-great-grandmother, 
Phoebe  Ann  Desha,  was  the  sister  of  Joseph 
Desha,  a  former  Governor  of  the  great  State 
of  Kentucky,  and  she  also  had  a  brother  who 
was  a  Congressman  from  Kentucky  at  the 
same  time,  and  also  a  brother  who  was  a 
Congressman  from  the  State  of  Tennessee. 

My  great-great-grandfather,  John  Huff- 
man, farmed  in  central  Kentucky  until  1851. 
He  was  the  first  man  to  breed  shorthorn 
cattle  in  Texas,  and  he  introduced  the  Sir 
Archer  breed  of  horses  to  the  great  State  of 
Kentucky. 

This  is  a  great  day  for  Louisville.  We  are 
honored  by  the  presence  of  your  fighting 
young,  progressive  Governor,  who  is  in  the 
spotlight  of  all  the  Nation.  We  are  honored 
by  the  presence  of  five  former  Governors  of 
Kentucky.  Let  me  just  tell  you  this:  Any 
time  you  can  get  all  five  of  them  in  one  place 
at  one  time  on  the  same  platform  for  the 
same  man,  it  is  a  great  day  for  Kentucky.  I 
want  all  Byc  of  them  to  know  now,  before 
they  fall  out,  that  I  will  remember  each  one 
of  them  as  long  as  I  live  for  coming  here 
today  and  standing  up  and  being  counted. 

Stand  up  there,  fellows. 

We  are  honored  by  the  presence  of  the 
distinguished  mayors  of  many  of  the  great 
cities  of  Latin  America.  I  understand  that 
some  of  these  gendemen  are  going  to  visit 
TVA  tomorrow.  Well,  you  will  have  a  great 
experience  awaiting  you. 


We  Americans  feel  that  TVA  is  a  symbol 
of  the  genius  and  the  greatness  of  the  demo- 
cratic system.  And  Kentucky  is  not  going 
to  turn  away  from  the  upward  course  of 
American  abundance.  And  we  are  not 
about  to  sell  the  TVA. 

Kentucky  is  not  going  to  abandon  the 
policies  which  have  given  a  decent  living  to 
the  American  farmer.  We  are  not  about  to 
have  lo-cent  tobacco. 

Kentucky  is  not  going  to  be  afraid  of  the 
difficult,  patient  task  of  bringing  peace  to 
the  world.    And  neither  am  L 

The  names  of  Kentucky  live  in  American 
folklore.  There  is  Daniel  Boone,  Casey 
Jones,  and  old  Zachary  Taylor.  All  of 
them  drew  courage  from  your  soil.  All  of 
them  were  ready  to  seek  the  new  horizons. 

And  this  is  the  heritage  of  the  great  State 
of  Kentucky  that  will  not  listen  to  those  who 
want  to  tear  down  instead  of  build;  listen  to 
those  who  want  to  run  from  the  future 
instead  of  face  up  to  it;  listen  to  those  who 
retire  behind  old  frontiers  instead  of  being 
willing  to  open  new  ones. 

I  have  come  here  this  morning  to  the 
great  city  of  Louisville  to  put  that  issue  be- 
fore the  American  people.  The  issue  of  this 
campaign  is  whether  the  American  people 
are  going  to  continue  to  move  forward  or 
whether  they  are  going  to  stand  still. 

I  want  to  talk  to  you  a  moment  about  your 
future,  about  the  future  of  the  Upper  South, 
about  the  future  of  America. 

The  billions  of  dollars  worth  of  new  in- 
dustry that  TVA  has  already  brought  to  the 
Upper  South  is  nothing  compared  to  the 
development  that  lies  ahead.  The  Upper 
South  is  fast  becoming  one  of  the  most  ex- 
citing new  industrial  frontiers  anywhere  in 
America. 

In  1929  personal  income  from  agriculture 
was  twice  as  important  in  Kentucky  as 
manufacturing.    But  by  i960  manufacturing 
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was  three  times  as  important  as  agriculture. 

Between  i960  and  1963  the  average  per- 
sonal income  in  Kentucky  jumped  17  per- 
cent, and  that  is  one-third  faster  than  the 
rate  for  the  other  States  in  the  Nation. 

The  unemployment  rate  here  in  Louisville 
has  been  cut  in  half  since  1961.  But  this  is 
not  good  enough,  and  it  is  only  half  the 
story. 

Over  38  percent  of  all  the  families  in  Ken- 
tucky live  today  with  an  income  of  less  than 
$3,000,  and  I  tell  you  that  if  I  am  elected 
President  of  the  United  States,  and  I  have  a 
chance  to  serve  this  country  for  4  more  years, 
I  am  going  to  serve  the  38  percent  of  Ken- 
tucky families  that  are  in  the  poverty  group. 

One  of  the  first  things  that  we  did  after  I 
became  President  was  to  get  the  Congress  to 
pass  the  tax  cut  bill.  That  tax  cut  bill  re- 
stored $12  billion  in  purchasing  power  to  the 
American  people.  It  created  24,000  new 
jobs  for  Kentucky.  It  generated  an  increase 
in  total  income  in  this  State  alone  of  $360 
million.  It  boosted  the  State  and  local  reve- 
nues by  $29  million.  It  put  $88  million 
extra  into  the  wage  earners'  pockets  that  had 
been  withheld. 

And  this  is  a  powerful  boost  to  the  State 
of  Kentucky.    But  it  is  not  enough. 

The  poverty  program  will  attack  poverty 
on  a  scale  that  no  government  has  ever  at- 
tempted in  all  history.  We  are  going  for- 
ward to  develop  this  Upper  South  in  the 
years  of  opportunity  that  lie  ahead. 

First,  we  want  maximum  development 
of  the  entire  Ohio  River  valley.  This  de- 
velopment will  mean  more  industry.  More 
industry  will  mean  more  jobs.  More  jobs 
will  mean  more  income  for  the  good  fam- 
ilies that  live  in  this  State. 

Second,  we  are  going  to  wipe  out  poverty 
in  this  region,  in  the  rural  mining  areas  as 
well  as  in  the  cities  of  Kentucky.  When 
Franklin  Roosevelt  spoke  to  the  people  of 


this  Nation,  he  said  one-third  of  our  people 
are  ill  clad  and  ill  housed  and  ill  fed — ^that 
was  in  the  1930's. 

Well,  I  say  to  you  today  that  we  are  very 
proud  that  we  have  moved  that  one-third 
down  to  one-fifth,  but  we  have  just  begun  to 
fight,  and  this  Government,  under  my  lead- 
ership, will  never  rest  secure  and  will  be  as 
unsatisfied  as  a  little  boy's  appetite  as  long 
as  there  is  any  poverty  in  our  land. 

Third,  we  want  full  development  of  all 
of  our  natural  resources,  development  of  our 
land,  development  of  our  water,  develop- 
ment of  our  underground  to  improve  the 
economy  and  the  way  of  life. 

Fourth,  we  want  to  continue  the  tobacco 
program,  and  by  other  measures  insure  small 
farmers  a  fair  share  of  our  Nation's  general 
prosperity.  We  never  want  to  go  back  to 
the  farm-led  and  farm-fed  depression  days. 
We  are  never  going  back  under  my  admin- 
istration to  any  lo-cent  tobacco. 

We  want  to  push  forward  our  national 
economic  programs  that  will  continue  our 
upward  trend.  We  want  every  child  born 
in  this  region  to  have  a  chance  at  the  best 
education  he  can  absorb.  We  want  to  im- 
prove and  extend  the  social  security  system, 
and  we  are  not  going  to  make  it  voluntary, 
either. 

We  want  to  continue  to  help  the  people 
of  the  Upper  South  lift  themselves  by  their 
own  bootstraps.  We  want  to  help  you 
realize  the  promise  of  this  great  region.  We 
want  to  help  contribute  to  the  strength  of  the 
entire  Nation.  And  until  want,  and  misery, 
and  despair  are  banished  from  every  Ameri- 
can home,  I,  as  your  leader  and  as  your 
President,  will  not  be  satisfied. 

Now,  when  we  passed  social  security  some 
people  told  us  it  was  a  "cruel  hoax."  When 
we  passed  minimum  wages  they  said,  "It 
will  wreck  your  political  career."  When 
we  passed  our  farm  programs  they  said  it 
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was  socialism.  When  we  provided  jobs  for 
our  men  who  were  hungry  to  work,  they 
said  that  was  statism. 

Well,  those  same  old  voices  that  said  those 
same  old  things  are  now  writing  these  same 
old  speeches.  Today  they  say  "halt"  and 
"fall  back"  and  "slow  down"  and  "status 
quo."  The  Democrats  say,  "Put  your  hand 
on  the  throtde  and  full  speed  ahead."  Some 
of  them  say  "empty  dreams."  We  reply, 
"Franklin  Roosevelt  and  George  Norris 
dreamed  dreams  and  we  built  the  TV  A." 

Franklin  Roosevelt  was  a  Democrat.  He 
came  from  New  York.  George  Norris  was 
a  Republican.  He  was  from  Nebraska. 
But  they  worked  together  and  they  laid  the 
groundwork  for  an  industrial  revolution  in 
the  Upper  South.  I  am  from  Texas,  and  I 
am  a  Democrat.  But  I  am  first  the  Presi- 
dent of  all  the  people. 

So  here,  today,  in  the  great  city  of  Louis- 
ville, in  the  happy  State  of  Kentucky,  I  ask 
you  to  send  us  two  more  Democratic  Con- 
gressmen to  help  us  in  the  House,  and  I 
appeal  to  your  two  Republican  Senators  in 
the  Senate  to  help  us  save  the  social  security 
system,  to  keep  us  from  selling  TVA,  to  keep 
us  from  letting  go  down  the  drain  all  the 
accomplishments  of  the  last  30  years. 

No,  we  are  not  going  to  sit  back  in  our 
rocking  chairs  and  take  it  easy.  We  are 
going  to  continue,  in  the  words  of  John 
Fitzgerald  Kennedy,  "to  move." 

I  want  to  thank  you  for  being  so  warm 
in  your  welcome.  You  know,  the  one  thing 
that  makes  me  so  proud  of  my  party,  the 
one  thing  that  makes  me  so  proud  of  my 
friends,  the  one  thing  that  makes  me  so 
proud  of  the  people  that  wear  these  little 
LBJ  hats  and  the  red,  white,  and  blue  caps, 
is  this:  They  are  people  of  faith.  They  are 
happy  people.  They  enjoy  life.  They  like 
the  South.  They  are  good  folks.  They  are 
not  saying  evil  things  about  anybody.    They 


are  not  slinging  mud.  They  are  not  talking 
about  their  neighbors.  They  are  not  doubt- 
ing the  future.  They  are  not  worrying  that 
socialism  is  taking  over  the  country  because 
we  extend  the  hand  of  compassion  to  an 
elderly  lady  who  has  a  social  security  check. 
They  love  people. 

Yes,  what  makes  our  group  so  wonderful 
is  that  America  is  really,  with  a  few  excep- 
tions— some  people  have  had  disappoint- 
ments, some  have  had  frustrations,  some 
have  gotten  a  little  mixed  up  as  they  went 
along,  but  most  of  the  people  of  America 
are  people  of  great  faith,  with  great  religion, 
who  love  people  instead  of  hating  people. 
Most  of  your  neighbors,  most  of  your  friends, 
most  of  the  folks  that  you  like  the  best  are 
the  folks  that  follow  the  Golden  Rule,  "Do 
unto  others  as  you  would  have  them  do 
unto  you." 

So  when  you  hear  these  bombshells  and 
these  explosions,  and  all  these  ugly  things 
that  you  hear  the  last  few  weeks  of  a  cam- 
paign, when  you  hear  all  these  things  I 
want  you  to  keep  your  smile  on  your  face. 
I  want  you  to  keep  your  blood  pressure 
down.  I  want  you  to  stay  happy.  I  want 
you  to  turn  the  other  cheek  and  look  at  the 
fellow  that  is  desperate  and  is  losing  and  is 
falling,  and  is  upset  about  it,  and  just 
say 

I  have  to  move  along  now.  If  there  are 
any  of  you  folks  from  over  across  the  river, 
you  have  a  mighty  wonderful  Congressman 
and  I  sure  want  you  to  give  a  great  mandate 
and  give  him  a  wonderful  reelection  vote — 
Winfield  Denton.    Stand  up,  Winfield. 

Now  we  have  to  move  up  in  Old  Hickory's 
territory,  up  in  Nashville,  because  we  want 
to  see  those  good  folks  up  there,  and  we  want 
to  tell  them  that  we  are  going  to  help  them 
save  the  TVA. 

But  before  I  leave,  I  want  to  especially 
thank  you  folks  here  in  Louisville  for  the 
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way  you  treated  Lynda  Bird  when  she  was 
down  here.  She  just  loves  Kentucky.  I 
want  to  tell  you  that  Lady  Bird  and  Luci  and 
I  just  listened  to  her  stories  about  Kentucky 
for  day  after  day.  And  now  when  I  go 
back  she  is  going  to  have  to  listen  to  me 
day  after  day. 

We  are  proud  of  this  State.  Fred  Vinson 
and  Alben  Barkley  and  Henry  Clay,  and  all 
these  great  men  here  on  the  platform — ^they 
have  all  done  what  they  thought  was  best  for 
America  all  the  time.  And  I  don't  have  the 
slightest  doubt  but  what  Louisville  and  Ken- 


tucky are  going  to  do  what  is  best  for  their 
country  on  November  3d. 
Thank  you. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  10:55  a.m.  at  the 
Courthouse  in  Louisville,  Ky.  In  his  opening 
words  he  referred  to  Governor  Edward  T.  Breathitt, 
Jr.,  of  Kentucky,  former  Kentucky  Governors  A.  B. 
(Happy)  Chandler,  Bert  T.  Combs,  Keen  Johnson, 
Lawrence  W.  Wetherby,  and  Earle  Clements,  Gov- 
ernor Terry  Sanford  of  North  Carolina,  Represent- 
atives William  H.  Natcher,  Frank  A.  Stubblefield, 
Frank  Chelf,  John  C.  Watts,  and  Carl  D.  Perkins, 
all  of  Kentucky.  Later  he  referred  to  Charles  P. 
Farnsley  and  Mrs.  Frances  J.  Mills,  Democratic 
candidates  for  Representative  from  Kentucky,  and 
Representative  Winfield  K.  Denton  of  Indiana. 


645    Remarks  at  the  War  Memorial  Building 
in  Nashville.     October  9,  1964 


Governor  Clement: 

I  hardly  know^  hov7  to  tell  you  people  of 
Tennessee  how  good  you  make  me  feel  by 
the  warmth  of  your  welcome,  and  the  won- 
derful Southern  hospitality  that  you  have 
extended  to  me  and  my  party  ever  since  we 
came  into  your  State. 

I  think  that  Governor  Clement,  who  is 
known  far  and  wide  in  this  country  as  one 
of  the  most  eloquent  speakers  that  we  have 
ever  produced,  really  outdid  himself  in  his 
introduction.  I  honestly  believe  that  is  the 
second  best  introduction  I  ever  had  in  my 
life.  The  best  one  was  when  the  Governor 
was  supposed  to  introduce  me  one  time  at 
Memphis  and  his  legislature  was  in  session 
and  he  didn't  get  to  come,  and  I  had  to 
introduce  myself. 

The  Governor  told  you  that  there  wouldn't 
have  been  a  Texas  if  there  hadn't  been  a 
Tennessee.  I  agree  to  that,  and  I  am  proud 
of  that.  It  just  goes  to  show  how  much 
vision  and  foresight  the  people  of  Tennessee 
have  always  had,  because  Texas  is  back  here 
today  to  tell  you  that  we  are  not  going  to 
sell  Tennessee,  not  for  a  dollar,  not  for  a 


dime,  not  for  anything.  And  if  there  are 
any  would-be  purchasers  lurking  around 
the  corners  over  there  four  or  five  blocks 
away,  I  want  them  to  know  that  the  Johnson 
administration  is  not  going  to  sell  any  other 
rivers  in  this  country. 

I  want  to  thank  my  old  friends  Governor 
Cooper,  Governor  Browning,  and  Governor 
McCord  for  honoring  us  with  their  presence. 
They  have  all  had  distinguished  careers  in 
this  State.  They  have  come  over  here  to 
appear  at  this  meeting  today.  I  was  thrilled 
beyond  compare  when  I  spoke  in  Louisville 
and  five  former  Governors  of  the  great  State 
of  Kentucky  united  and  came  there  and  held 
up  my  hand.  The  reason  there  were  more 
in  Kentucky  than  there  are  in  Tennessee  is 
that  Kentucky  changes  her  Governors 
oftener.  But  I  am  grateful  to  these  men  for 
coming  here  to  help  me  today. 

I  want  to  salute  my  old  friend,  one  of  the 
most  courageous  and  one  of  the  ablest  Mem- 
bers of  the  United  States  Senate,  Albert  Gore. 
His  voice  is  heard  from  one  end  of  this 
Nation  to  the  other,  with  respect,  and  with 
influence,  and  the  only  one  that  I  know  that 
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fights  harder  and  may  have  better  judgment 
than  Albert  is  his  gracious  wife  Pauline. 

I  want  to  thank  the  people  of  Tennessee 
in  advance  for  producing  that  fighting 
young  man  that  you  are  going  to  send  to 
the  United  States  Senate,  Congressman  Ross 
Bass.  Senator  Herb  Walters  has  filled  that 
seat  with  distinction,  and  he  has  always  had 
a  warm  place  in  my  heart  and  always  will. 

I  want  to  thank  my  friend  Joe  Evins  for 
coming  here  and  leading  me  through  these 
crowds  today  and  pointing  the  way.  I  want 
to  reiterate  what  my  daughter  Luci  says, 
that  there  is  no  Congressman  in  the  country 
that  can  make  a  better  speech  than  Dick 
Fulton,  and  I  am  happy  that  he  is  here. 
Luci  said,  "Daddy,  if  you  would  just  keep 
this  fellow  Fulton  in  some  other  States  like 
you  did  in  Minnesota  and  Michigan,  I  think 
we  would  carry  all  of  them."  And  we  are 
giving  consideration  to  asking  him  to  go  into 
all  of  them. 

I  want  to  thank  "Fats"  Everett  for  coming 
here  and  helping  me.  I  know  that  his  dis- 
trict is  going  to  give  us  a  great  majority,  and 
I  appreciate  his  service  and  help  in  Wash- 
ington, as  well  as  my  old  friend.  Congress- 
man Cliff  Davis. 

A  group  of  outstanding  young  men  who 
proudly  represent  Tennessee  in  the  Congress 
I  have  referred  to,  but  there  are  some  more 
that  we  need  to  join  them  in  January  because 
we  are  going  to  need  a  good,  solid,  working 
majority  in  the  next  Congress,  and  we  are 
going  into  30  or  40  States  this  year  and  ask- 
ing the  people  to  give  us  support  and  give  us 
a  hand,  and  give  us  a  mandate  so  that  we 
can  keep  this  Government  for  the  people  and 
continue  to  develop  the  program  that  John 
Fitzgerald  Kennedy  began. 

So  we  hope  that  you  will  do  your  bit  and 
put  in  a  good  word  and  help  George  Grider, 
Capt.  William  Anderson,  Willard  Yar- 
brough,  Robert  Summitt,  and  Arthur  Bright. 


If  you  do  that,  and  they  can  all  come  in,  my, 
what  a  wonderful  day  that  would  be  for  the 
Nation! 

I  want  to  thank  State  Chairman  Jim  Peeler 
and  National  Committeewoman  Mrs.  Ruth 
Russell,  and  all  the  good  Democrats  that 
helped  make  this  meeting  possible.  I  don't 
think  I  have  ever  attended  a  better  Demo- 
cratic meeting  in  all  my  political  life.  This 
is  not  my  first  trip  to  Nashville,  and  I  promise 
you  now  it  is  not  going  to  be  my  last. 

The  ties  between  Tennessee  and  Texas  are 
pretty  close.  Some  of  my  ancestors  lived  up 
here  in  Sumner  County,  your  neighbor  to 
the  north.  Sam  Houston  studied  law  in 
Nashville  and  served  as  Governor  of  Ten- 
nessee, and  really  bloomed  out  in  Texas. 
David  Crockett  was  born  on  a  mountain  top 
in  Tennessee,  but  won  his  final  glory  at  the 
Alamo  in  Texas.  One  son  of  Tennessee,  one 
Texan  that  we  never  forget,  was  the  closest 
friend  that  I  ever  had  in  Congress — Sam 
Rayburn  of  Rowan  County,  Tenn. 

Another  great  man  of  Tennessee  from 
Nashville  did  not  go  to  Texas,  but  he  did 
go  up  in  the  world  and  he  became  President 
of  the  United  States.  He  was  "Old  Hickory" 
Andrew  Jackson.  I  have  heard  it  said  that 
on  the  day  he  died,  the  family  pastor  was 
talking  with  one  of  the  President's  closest 
friends.  "Do  you  think  that  the  General 
will  go  to  Heaven?"  the  pastor  asked.  The 
old  man  thought  a  moment  and  replied, 
"Well,  if  he  wants  to  go,  who  is  going  to 
stop  him?" 

Well,  it  is  men  like  that  that  have  led 
Tennessee  through  all  the  years,  and  it  is 
men  like  that  that  are  going  to  lead  and 
speak  the  voice  of  Tennessee  in  the  future. 

We  are  told  in  the  scriptures  that  there 
is  a  time  to  every  purpose  under  the 
Heaven — "a  time  to  break  down,  and  a  time 
to  build  up." 

Well,  I  believe  that  this  is  a  time  to  build 
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up.  And  that  is  really  the  main  issue  in 
this  campaign. 

The  issue  is  whether  the  American  people 
want  to  continue  to  build  our  Nation  on 
those  policies  and  principles  that  have  guided 
us  for  generations  to  new  heights  of  great- 
ness, or  whether  they  want  to  tear  down 
all  that  we  have  worked  to  achieve. 

I  came  to  Nashville  today  to  talk  to  you 
about  this.  I  think  I  know  what  the  answer 
is  going  to  be  in  Tennessee.  But  I  will  tell 
you  now  what  my  answer  is  going  to  be. 

I  am  not  going  to  do  away  with  any  of 
this  forward  program,  and  I  am  not  going 
to  sell  the  TV  A.  No  matter  how  much 
they  offer  and  no  matter  how  much  they 
want  for  it,  and  no  matter  what  names  they 
call  it,  I  am  not  even  going  to  sell  the  fertil- 
izer part  of  it  that  they  need.  And  I  will 
tell  you,  I  have  a  good  reason. 

In  the  first  place,  it  doesn't  belong  to  me. 
It  belongs  to  the  people  of  the  Upper  South. 
It  really  belongs  to  all  the  people  of  America. 
It  is  part  of  the  blood  and  the  bone  of  Ten- 
nessee. It  is  part  of  the  greatness  of 
America,  and  it  is  not  for  sale. 

Some  day,  and  you  mark  my  prediction — 
I  don't  take  pride  in  being  a  prophet — the 
time  will  come  in  your  lifetime  when  these 
men  of  little  faith  and  great  fear  who  are 
marching  around  under  another  banner  not 
of  their  forefathers,  but  another  banner  to- 
day, the  blush  of  shame  will  come  to  their 
cheeks  and  they  will  hang  their  heads  when 
they  are  told  by  their  children  that  they 
supported  a  party  that  wanted  to  sell  the 
TVA. 

One  of  the  first  official  acts  of  President 
Franklin  D.  Roosevelt  was  to  send  a  message 
to  Congress  requesting  legislation  to  create 
the  TVA.  Franklin  Roosevelt  did  not  do 
this  because  he  was  a  Democrat.  He  did  it 
because  he  was  an  American. 

His  strongest  ally  in  the  Congress  was  a 


Republican,  Senator  George  Norris.  To- 
gether they  worked  to  give  new  life  to  the 
Upper  South,  and  in  those  days,  30  years 
ago,  we  could  only  dream  that  TVA  would 
some  day  come  true,  and  that  TVA  would 
some  day  make  this  region  bloom  and  hold 
its  head  high  again. 

Well,  today  that  dream  is  a  reality.  A 
billion  dollar  industry  has  grown  up  along 
one  short  stretch  of  the  Tennessee  River — 
more  than  30  new  lakes  with  10,000  miles 
of  shoreline,  with  320,000  acres  being  devel- 
oped into  parks  and  recreation  areas,  beauti- 
ful countryside,  where  the  hornyhanded 
sons  of  toil  at  the  end  of  the  week's  labor 
can  take  their  Molly  and  the  babies  and  let 
them  have  a  little  recreation  and  a  litde 
vacation  of  their  own. 

Yes,  TVA  is  the  great  pioneer  of  the  20th 
century.  It  has  shown  what  the  Govern- 
ment and  the  people,  working  together, 
shoulder  to  shoulder,  can  do  to  conquer 
hostile  nature  and  create  a  blessed  home  for 
the  human  spirit. 

On  November  3d  the  people  of  this  Na- 
tion, I  believe  led  by  the  people  of  Tennessee, 
are  going  to  say,  "We  are  not  about  to  tear 
all  this  down." 

The  investment  that  we  made  in  this 
valley  has  been  repaid  manyfold:  low-cost 
water  transportation  has  brought  new  indus- 
try; power  has  brought  new  industry;  flood 
control  has  provided  flood-free  industrial 
sites. 

In  the  last  4  years  you  have  taken  great 
strides,  leaps,  forward — ^faster,  far  faster, 
than  the  national  average,  and  twice  as  fast 
as  you  did  from  1956  to  i960. 

The  number  of  employed  workers  in  Ten- 
nessee has  increased  almost  twice  what  it 
did  from  the  last  Republican  administration 
of  1956  to  i960.  In  Nashville,  employment 
has  risen  by  24,000,  from  i960  to  1963,  more 
than  three  times  the  increase  of  the  preceding 
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4  years. 

Those  steps  forward  didn't  just  happen. 
They  weren't  accidents.  Our  prosperity  is 
not  an  accident.  It  is  not  a  gift.  We 
worked  for  it.  We  built  it.  We  have 
earned  it. 

It  is  the  work  of  the  men  of  both  parties, 
working  together,  faithful  to  free  enterprise, 
resolving  their  differences,  fixed  on  the  com- 
mon goal  of  American  prosperity. 

But  today  those  principles  are  under  at- 
tack, and  I  think  that  attack  endangers  you, 
because  the  same  leader,  the  same  voice,  that 
talks  about  selling  TV  A,  or  parts  of  TV  A, 
also  says  that  we  should  withdraw  from 
education  at  a  time  when  the  number  of 
students  in  higher  education  in  Tennessee 
has  doubled  since  1950. 

That  same  voice  says  we  should  eliminate 
our  farm  program,  and  that  would  cut  farm 
income  from  $12  billion  to  $6  billion.  You 
folks  that  do  business  here  in  Nashville,  and 
don't  get  out  on  any  of  these  dirt  roads,  you 
wait  until  you  cut  that  farm  income  from  $12 
billion  to  $6  billion,  and  you  will  see  the 
biggest  depression  that  is  farm-led  and  farm- 
fed  you  ever  heard  of. 

And  they  are  going  to  bring  it  and  put 
it  right  on  your  doorstep  if  you  permit  it  to 
happen. 

John  Fitzgerald  Kennedy  said  in  the  i960 
campaign  that  it  is  time  to  get  America  mov- 
ing again.  Since  that  campaign  the  profits 
of  American  corporations  after  taxes  have 
increased  more  than  $12  billion  per  year. 
Since  that  campaign  we  have  reached  the 
astronomical  number  of  having  72^2  million 
people  working  on  good  payrolls.  Those 
people  are  drawing  today  $60  billion  more 
after  taxes  than  they  drew  when  John  Ken- 
nedy made  that  statement. 

America  is  moving  again,  and  I  resent 
those  people  who  attack  him,  when  he  is  not 
here  to  answer,  and  say  they  are  going  to  do 


away  with  that  program. 

Eleven  months  ago,  after  that  great 
tragedy,  I  was  called  to  pick  up  on  most 
short  notice  and  carry  on  as  best  I  could. 
I  told  the  people  of  my  country  and  the 
people  of  the  world  that  I  promised  them 
that  with  God's  help  and  theirs  I  would  do 
the  best  I  could,  and  I  have  done  the  best  I 
could.  Uncertainty  was  in  the  air.  Divi- 
sions had  occurred. 

The  world  was  frightened  and  concerned, 
and  we  did  not  know  what  the  next  moment 
held  for  us.  But  we  tried  to  look  calm  and 
to  proceed  with  caution  and  with  care,  and 
to  appeal  to  the  Americanism  in  every  per- 
son in  this  land,  and  we  asked  them  for  their 
prayers,  and  for  their  help,  and  for  their 
support. 

We  told  them  what  they  had  heard  at  their 
mother's  knee,  that  united  we  stand,  divided 
we  fall.  They  rallied  around  their  President 
in  those  dark  hours  and  we  showed  all  the 
world  and  all  our  adversaries  that  we  had  a 
system  that  would  carry  on,  regardless  of  the 
individual,  regardless  of  the  man. 

When  I  came  back  to  the  White  House 
and  sat  there  with  that  grieved  Cabinet,  85 
leaders  of  the  world  came  to  attend  the 
funeral.  I  set  aside  a  portion  of  my  days  and 
nights  for  many  days  and  nights  to  talk  to 
each  of  them  about  the  problems  of  the 
world. 

Their  number  one  problem  in  every  coun- 
try is  the  same  number  one  problem  that  we 
have  in  this  country,  and  that  is  their  rela- 
tions with  other  nations:  How  can  we  live 
in  the  world  without  destroying  each  other? 
How  can  we  achieve  peace? 

Well,  I  will  tell  you  one  way  we  can't 
achieve  it:  by  rattling  our  rockets,  or  talking 
about  throwing  our  bombs  around  and  de- 
foliating areas.  We  can  do  it  by  building 
the  strongest  nation  in  the  world  with  all 
the  power  that  we  will  ever  need  to  defend 
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it  under  any  conceivable  circumstance,  and 
I  am  here  to  tell  you  as  your  Commander  in 
Chief  today  that  we  have  that  power.  We 
are  the  strongest  nation  in  the  world;  we  are 
stronger  than  all  of  them  put  together.  But 
that  doesn't  mean  that  we  ever  want  to  use 
that  power.  Just  because  we  have  a  button 
here  that  will  put  off  a  blast  over  yonder  is 
no  reason  you  want  to  put  that  thumb  on 
that  button. 

Here  in  Tennessee  you  conceived  and  you 
produced  and  you  developed  the  most  awe- 
some and  the  most  frightening  and  the  most 
mighty  power  that  was  ever  known  to 
humankind  anywhere  in  the  world.  By 
mashing  that  button  you  can  destroy  and 
wipe  out  the  lives  of  300  million  human 
beings  in  a  moment. 

You  have  a  responsibility,  and  you  have 
an  obligation,  and  you  have  a  guardianship 
and  a  trusteeship,  and  the  good  Lord  is 
watching  you  right  this  minute  to  see  how 
you  are  handling  that  thumb  on  that  button. 
You  have  that  strength  in  order  that  you 
will  never  have  to  use  it. 

I  sat  in  37  meetings  of  the  National  Secu- 
rity Council,  with  the  Chairman  of  the  Joint 
Chiefs  and  the  Joint  Chiefs  in  their  gold 
uniforms,  and  the  Secretary  of  State  and  the 
Secretary  of  Defense,  and  the  Chairman  of 
the  CIA  and  all  of  the  great  minds  of  this 
Government — 37  long  meetings  during  the 
Cuban  missile  crisis. 

I  never  left  home  in  the  morning  know- 
ing whether  I  would  see  my  wife  and  babies 
when  I  got  back  that  night.  You  have  read 
of  it.  But  I  don't  know  whether  you  have 
ever  felt  those  chill  bumps  come  up  on  you 
or  not,  but  I  am  not  one  that  can't  say  I 
have  never  been  scared.  I  have  been  scared 
most  of  my  life,  ever  since  they  took  me 
snipe  hunting  when  I  was  a  kid  and  they 
left  me  out  in  the  dark. 

I  was  scared  every  moment  that  the  Rus- 


sians had  their  missiles  there  pointed  toward 
this  country.  But  I  am  proud  to  tell  you 
that  the  coolest  head  in  Washington  during 
all  that  period  was  a  man  that  is  not  here  to 
answer  the  attacks  on  him  today. 

The  coolest  man  in  Washington  was  Pres- 
ident John  Fitzgerald  Kennedy.  And  be- 
cause of  his  caution  and  because  of  his  care, 
and  because  of  the  steel  in  his  spine  and  the 
brain  in  his  head,  the  American  leader  and 
the  Russian  leader  were  there  eyeball  to 
eyeball,  and  after  that  confrontation  over  a 
very  tense  period,  when  the  chips  were  down 
and  the  thumb  moved  toward  the  button, 
both  leaders  decided  that  they  could  never 
in  the  eyes  of  God  justify  wiping  out 
humanity. 

And  Mr.  Khrushchev  picked  up  his  mis- 
siles and  put  them  on  the  decks  of  his  ships, 
and  with  our  helicopters  whirling  overhead 
with  their  photographic  machinery,  he  took 
them  back  home. 

But  ever  since  then  the  leaders  of  their 
country  and  the  leaders  of  our  country  have 
thanked  the  good  Lord  that  nothing  worse 
happened,  because  what  might  have  been 
would  be  too  horrible  to  think  of. 

You  are  going  to  make  the  decision  on 
who  sits  in  those  conferences  that  try  to  find 
a  way  and  a  means  to  peace  in  the  world. 
You  are  not  ever  going  to  have  a  more  im- 
portant decision  to  make  for  yourself,  for 
your  wife,  for  your  children,  or  for  your 
uncles,  or  your  cousins,  or  your  aunts.  You 
have  a  litde  over  3  weeks  to  make  up  your 
mind  and  to  help  your  neighbors  make  up 
their  minds.  I  am  not  an  objective  person 
to  make  a  recommendation. 

I  am  not  going  to  be  like  the  old  Senator 
down  in  my  country  was,  after  the  little  boy 
picking  cotton  went  off  and  stayed  all  after- 
noon. And  he  came  back  and  the  boss  said, 
"Where  have  you  been?"  He  said,  "I've 
been  over  listening  to  United  States  Senator 
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Joseph  Weldon  Bailey  make  a  speech." 

He  said,  "The  Senator  didn't  speak  all 
afternoon,  did  he?"  And  the  litde  boy  said, 
"Mighty  near,  mighty  near." 

"Well,"  he  said,  "what  did  the  Senator 
speak  about  all  afternoon?"  The  boy  said, 
"Well,  boss,  I  don't  recollect  precisely  every- 
thing the  Senator  said,  but  the  general  im- 
pression I  got  from  most  of  his  remarks  was, 
the  Senator  recommended  himself  most 
highly." 

You  don't  need  any  recommendation  from 
me  to  know  that  the  most  important  subject 
in  the  world  is  peace,  and  to  know  what 
you  can  do  about  it. 

You  don't  need  any  recommendation 
from  me  to  know  what  kind  of  a  program 
we  have  been  building  together  in  foreign 
policy  for  30  years,  from  the  day  that  Harry 
S.  Truman  joined  up  with  Arthur  Vanden- 
berg,  a  Republican,  and  gave  you  bipartisan 
foreign  policy;  from  the  day  that  D wight 
Eisenhower  took  the  Democratic  Senate,  led 
by  Lyndon  Johnson,  and  we  cooperated  for 
8  years,  when  he  met  the  Communist  threat 
in  the  Strait  of  Formosa. 

I  am  proud  to  say  that  even  though  I  was 
criticized  by  some  people  in  the  country 
when  I  was  Democratic  leader,  that  I  said, 
"I  am  proud  first  I  am  a  free  man,  second 
that  I  am  an  American,  and  third  that  I  am 
a  United  States  Senator,  and  fourth  that  I 
am  a  Democrat — and  in  that  order. 

"When  the  best  interests  of  my  country 
are  at  stake,  if  the  President  is  right,  even 
if  he  is  a  Republican  President,  I  am  going 
to  hold  his  hand  high  and  support  him,  be- 
cause I  think  if  you  do  what  is  best  for  your 
country,  your  country  will  do  what  is  best 
for  you." 

So  during  that  period — I  looked  at  the 
record  the  other  day — ^in  i960,  I  voted  with 
President  Eisenhower,  as  the  Democratic 
leader,  95  percent  of  the  time  on  his  foreign 


policy  issues.  And  the  leader  of  the  Repub- 
lican Party  that  year  voted  with  him  25 
percent  of  the  time,  and  I  think  referred  to 
his  administration  as  a  "Dime  Store  New 
Deal." 

So  I  say  to  you  that  the  one  decision  you 
have  to  make  is  what  is  best  for  you  and 
your  family.  Can  we  meet  the  Communists, 
as  President  Truman  did,  with  the  support 
of  both  parties,  in  Greece  and  Turkey?  As 
President  Eisenhower  did  in  the  Formosa 
Strait?  As  President  Kennedy  did  in  the 
Cuban  missile  crisis?  Or  do  we  want  to 
adopt  some  new,  radically  different  depar- 
ture and  start  off  in  another  direction? 

Well,  I  had  a  little  trouble  down  in  Guan- 
tanamo.  A  bearded  dictator  went  in  one 
day  and  said  he  was  going  to  cut  our  water 
off  at  our  base  there.  The  first  thing  I  heard 
was  all  these  folks  on  the  Hill  started  mak- 
ing recommendations,  and  one  of  them 
jumped  up  and  said,  "Send  in  the  Marines." 
I  was  new  in  office  and  doing  the  best  I 
could,  and  I  wanted  to  consider  what  people 
had  to  say. 

I  called  in  the  admirals,  the  generals,  the 
Secretary  of  State  and  the  Secretary  of  De- 
fense, and  we  all  talked  it  over.  And  we 
finally  concluded  that  it  would  be  a  lot 
wiser  if  we  sent  in  one  little  admiral  to  turn 
the  water  off  rather  than  send  in  all  the 
Marines  to  turn  it  on. 

Now,  you  are  going  to  be  called  upon  to 
make  some  of  those  decisions  in  the  month 
ahead.  All  I  ask  you  to  do  is  to  remember 
that  we  have  two  big  issues — peace  and 
prosperity. 

President  Kennedy  had  a  prosperity  pro- 
gram going,  and  he  left  us  with  51  bills  to 
carry  it  out,  and  they  hadn't  passed  the 
Congress.  In  10  months  that  we  went  to 
work  on  them — I  looked  at  them  last  Friday 
night  and  we  had  passed  every  one  of  the 
51  bills  in  the  Senate  and  all  but  4  of  them 
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in  the  House. 

I  not  only  don't  think  you  can  have  gov- 
ernment by  ultimatum  abroad — ^I  believe  in 
trying  to  get  along  with  the  rest  of  the 
world — but  I  want  our  people  to  get  along 
here  at  home. 

I  want  business  and  labor  to  get  along 
together.  We  have  had  less  manhours  lost 
by  strike  than  any  comparable  period  in  our 
history  except  during  World  War  II.  We 
have  lost  only  14/iooths  of  i  percent  of  the 
number  of  hours  worked  due  to  strike.  So 
we  have  business  and  labor,  and  the  farmers 
and  the  Government  all  working  together. 

I  want  these  businessmen  and  these  labor 
men  to  get  along  together,  because  every 
time  they  make  a  dollar,  I  get  52  cents  of  it. 
And  the  more  they  make,  and  the  more 
prosperous  they  are,  the  better  off  we  are. 

So  we  not  only  want  peace  in  the  world, 
we  want  peace  at  home. 


When  you  go  to  the  polls  on  November 
3d,  you  vote  for  the  man  and  for  the  party 
and  for  the  principles  that  in  your  judgment 
will  be  most  likely  to  bring  to  your  family  the 
peace  that  you  have  prayed  for  and  the  pros- 
perity that  you  have  worked  for. 

Thank  you. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  11:55  a.m.  at  the 
War  Memorial  Building  in  Nashville,  Tenn.  His 
opening  words  referred  to  Governor  Frank  G.  Clem- 
ent of  Tennessee.  Later  he  referred  to  Tennessee's 
former  Governors  Prentice  Cooper,  Gordon  Brown- 
ing, and  James  N.  McCord,  Senator  and  Mrs.  Albert 
Gore,  Senator  Herbert  S.  Walters,  and  Representa- 
tives Ross  Bass,  Joe  L.  Evins,  Richard  H.  Fulton, 
Robert  A.  Everett,  and  Clifford  Davis.  He  also 
referred  to  George  W.  Grider,  William  R.  Anderson, 
Willard  V.  Yarbrough,  Robert  M.  Summitt,  and 
Arthur  Bright,  Democratic  candidates  for  Repre- 
sentative, Jimmy  Peeler,  chairman  of  the  State  Demo- 
cratic Executive  Committee,  and  Mrs.  Ruth  Russell, 
national  Democratic  committeewoman,  all  of 
Tennessee, 


646    Remarks  Upon  Arrival  of  the  "Lady  Bird  Special"  at 
Union  Station  in  New  Orleans.     October  9,  1964 


Senator  Ellen der.  Senator  Long,  Members 
of  the  congressional  delegation,  Governor 
McKeithen,  my  beloved  friend  Hale  Boggs, 
tvho  has  spent  the  last  4  days  coming 
through  our  Southland  carrying  the  message 
to  our  own  people: 

You  have  heard  from  the  stars  and  the 
sensations  of  this  special  train,  but  I  want 
all  of  you  to  know  that  I  think  so  much  of 
the  South  that  gave  me  birth  that  I  have 
given  the  South  the  best  I  had  for  the  last 
4  days. 

Eleven  months  ago  on  that  tragic  day 
when  I  became  your  President  and  returned 
to  the  White  House  that  night,  I  said  to  the 
people  of  this  country  and  the  people  of  the 
world  that  with  God's  help  and  your  pray- 
ers, I  would  do  my  best  to  be  President  of 


all  the  people. 

That  was  a  difficult  period  of  transition. 
A  good  and  wise  and  courageous  leader  had 
started  moving  this  country  again,  and  he 
had  been  President  of  all  the  people.  And 
he  had  given  all  that  he  had  to  give — his 
life — in  the  service  of  it.  I  promised  my 
Maker  and  I  promised  my  family  if  I  were 
spared  that  as  long  as  I  occupied  the  posi- 
tion that  he  had  left  vacant  I  would  carry 
on  for  him  and  for  you,  in  his  program  and 
in  your  program,  of  peace  and  prosperity 
for  all  the  people  of  all  the  world. 

For  20  years  we  have  had  a  bipartisan  for- 
eign policy  and  President  Truman,  with  the 
help  of  Arthur  Vandenberg,  met  the  Com- 
munists at  Greece  and  Turkey,  and  stood 
up  and  was  counted,  and  we  won.    Presi- 
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dent  Eisenhower,  with  the  help  of  a  Demo- 
cratic Congress,  and  with  the  support  of 
the  then  Democratic  leader,  Lyndon  John- 
son, stood  up  in  the  Strait  of  Formosa,  and 
let  the  world  know  that  freedom  was  on 
the  march. 

John  F.  Kennedy,  with  the  support  of  the 
leaders  of  both  parties,  stood  up  in  the  Cuban 
missile  crisis,  and  Mr.  Khrushchev  packed 
up  his  missiles  and  put  them  on  his  boat  and 
took  them  home.  And  when  they  fired 
upon  our  destroyers  in  the  Gulf  of  Tonkin, 
we  made  prompt,  appropriate  reply. 

Now,  I  do  not  think  that  we  can  lead  the 
world,  as  Luci  says,  I  do  not  think  we  can 
unite  other  peoples,  if  we  are  divided  our- 
selves. And  I  have  done  everything  I  know 
how  to  do  to  treat  all  Americans  equally  and 
alike  and  fair. 

I  have  invited  the  leaders  of  both  parties 
to  give  me  their  counsel  aiid  their  wisdom 
and  their  support.  I  have  invited  all  the 
States  of  the  Union  to  share  in  the  fruits  of 
our  efforts  and  to  contribute  everything  they 
could  to  help  us  achieve  peace  in  the  world. 

We  are  going  through  a  critical  time,  and 
there  are  those  who  would  conquer  us  by 
dividing  us.  But  I  am  proud  to  say  that 
they  were  in  the  minority  in  America  during 
the  first  1 1  months  of  my  term  as  President, 
and  they  are  going  to  be  very  much  in  the 
minority  on  November  3d. 

We  are  going  to  continue  to  be  the  strong- 
est nation  in  the  world.  We  are  going  to 
keep  our  guard  up,  but  our  hand  out.  We 
are  willing  to  go  anywhere,  any  time,  to  talk 
to  anyone,  to  do  anything  with  honor  to  get 
peace  in  the  world,  and  we  are  going  to  have 
prosperity  at  home.  We  are  going  to  edu- 
cate our  children.  We  are  going  to  have 
jobs  for  the  people  who  want  to  work.  We 
are  going  to  improve  our  countryside.  We 
are  going  to  protect  our  farmers. 

I  may  cut  out  the  lights  of  the  chandeliers 


in  the  White  House,  but  we  are  not  going  to 
turn  out  RE  A  in  Louisiana! 

I  am  going  to  repeat  here  in  Louisiana 
what  I  have  said  in  every  State  that  I  have 
appeared  in,  and  what  I  said  the  night  that 
I  walked  to  the  White  House  to  take  over 
the  awesome  responsibilities  that  were  mine: 
As  long  as  I  am  your  President,  I  am  going 
to  be  President  of  all  the  people. 

We  are  not  going  to  have  any  business 
government,  we  are  not  going  to  have  any 
labor  government,  we  are  not  going  to  have 
any  farm  government.  We  are  going  to 
have  a  government  of  all  the  people,  and 
your  President  is  going  to  protect  the  con- 
stitutional rights  of  every  American. 

Those  that  want  to  be  fair  and  those  that 
want  to  be  just,  and  those  that  want  to  follow 
the  Golden  Rule  of  doing  unto  others  as  you 
would  have  them  do  unto  you,  we  invite 
them  to  come  and  join  us.  Those  that  have 
other  views  are  welcome  to  them,  and  this  is 
a  free  country.  They  can  express  them  as 
strongly  as  they  want  to  with  such  vehe- 
mence as  they  may  choose  and  we  will  listen, 
but  we  will  not  follow.  Because  this  demo- 
cratic land  of  ours  is  going  to  be  a  united 
land. 

In  the  words  of  Robert  E.  Lee,  I  am  going 
to  say  tonight,  let's  try  to  get  our  people  to 
forget  their  old  animosities  and  let  us  all  be 
Americans. 

It  is  wonderful  to  be  back  in  New  Orleans 
where  I  was  in  i960.  I  thank  you  for  your 
hospitality,  for  your  understanding.  I  will 
appreciate  your  support  and  your  help,  and 
I  will  try  to  be  worthy  of  your  confidence. 

Thank  you. 

note:  The  President  spoke  shortly  after  8  p.m.  at 
the  Union  Station  in  New  Orleans  where  Mrs.  John- 
son concluded  her  tour  of  the  South  begun  at 
Alexandria,  Va.,  on  October  6  (see  Item  628).  In 
the  course  of  her  4 -day  tour  Mrs.  Johnson  visited 
8  States,  made  47  speeches,  and  covered  more  than 
1600  miles. 
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In  his  opening  words  the  President  referred  to 
Senators  Allen  J.  Ellender  and  Russell  B.  Long, 
Governor  John  J.  McKeithen,  and  Representative 
Hale  Boggs,  all  of  Louisiana. 


The  text  of  Mrs.  Johnson's  remarks,  together  with 
brief  remarks  by  her  daughter  Luci  who  had  joined 
the  party  in  Charleston,  S.C,  was  also  released. 


647    Further  Statement  by  the  President  on 
Hurricane  Hilda.     October  9,  1964 


IF  A  STATE  could  be  awarded  a  medal  for 
coolness  under  fire,  I  would  be  here  today  to 
give  one  to  Louisiana. 

The  evacuation  of  over  100,000  persons 
from  the  coastal  areas  in  the  96-hour  warn- 
ing period  before  Hurricane  Hilda  struck 
was  a  miracle  of  organization.  It  was  a 
tribute  to  the  qualities  of  your  State  and 
community  leaders,  from  Governor  Mc- 
Keithen on  down.  It  was  a  great  display  of 
the  courage  of  the  people  of  the  State  of 
Louisiana. 

Hilda  was  probably  the  best  tracked  and 
most  accurately  predicted  hurricane  in  his- 
tory. We  had  4  full  days'  notice,  which  is 
enough  time  to  prepare  for  the  worst,  and 
thereby  to  avoid  much  of  the  disastrous  death 
toll  of  Hurricane  Audrey  in  1957,  when  534 
lives  were  lost. 

This  is  an  example  of  the  way  in  which 
your  Government  makes  the  fullest  use  of 
modern  technology  in  the  interests  of  our 
people.  Hurricane  Hilda  was  under  sur- 
veillance by  four  different  land-based  weather 
radars.  The  Tiros  weather  satellite  provided 
valuable  observation  of  the  storm.  Most  im- 
portant of  all.  Hurricane  Hilda  was  traced 
by  reconnaissance  planes  of  the  United  States 
Air  Force  and  the  United  States  Weather 
Bureau.  Those  civilian  employees  of  the 
United  States  Government  were  willing  to 
risk  their  lives  to  probe  the  severe  interior  of 
the  storm.  They,  too,  deserve  our  praise. 
From  the   moment  the  storm  was  dis- 


covered a  wide  range  of  Federal  activities 
were  begun.  Even  before  the  storm  hit  the 
coast,  Federal  disaster  experts  from  the  OiEce 
of  Emergency  Planning  were  dispatched  to 
Louisiana  from  around  the  Nation. 

During  this  preparatory  period,  and  ever 
since,  cooperation  among  Federal,  State,  and 
local  officials  was  of  the  highest  order. 

As  you  know  all  too  well,  the  property 
damage  and  the  loss  of  life,  while  less  than 
it  might  have  been,  was  nonetheless  a  tragic 
loss. 

Immediately  upon  receipt  of  Governor 
McKeithen's  request  for  aid  last  Saturday 
afternoon,  I  declared  a  "major  disaster." 
Within  minutes  of  my  declaration  f  i  million 
in  Federal  disaster  relief  funds  was  flowing 
to  Louisiana.  Long-term,  low-interest  loans 
under  the  Small  Business  Administration  are 
available  to  individual  victims  of  the  hurri- 
cane, and  teams  from  the  Department  of 
Agriculture  and  the  United  States  Public 
Health  Service  have  been  on  the  scene  to  help 
you. 

The  American  National  Red  Cross, 
through  the  efforts  of  dedicated  volunteers, 
had  provided  shelter  and  sustenance  to 
thousands  of  displaced  persons. 

You  will  not  bear  this  tragedy  alone.  We 
will  work  together  to  restore  your  highways, 
repair  your  public  facilities,  and  protect  the 
health  of  your  citizens. 

We  must  continue  to  work  to  improve  our 
weather    warning    services    so    that    these 
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devastating  storms  can  be  tracked  and  pre- 
dicted even  more  accurately.  The  time  has 
also  come  to  find  out  whether  there  is  any- 


thing that  can  be  done  to  diminish  the 
destructive  force  of  the  storm  itself. 

note:  For  the  President's  earlier  statement  on  the 
effects  of  the  hurricane,  see  Item  6i8. 


648    Remarks  at  a  Fundraising  Dinner  in  New  Orleans. 
October  9, 1964 


Mr,  Chairman;  Governor  McKeithen;  your 
great  senior  Senator  Allen  Ellender,  my  old 
friend;  your  fine  mayor.  Mayor  Schiro;  Mrs, 
Long;  my  longtime  and  my  valued  friend 
and  colleague,  one  of  the  most  promising 
young  men  in  this  Nation,  Russell  Long; 
Congressman  Willis,  Congressman  Morri- 
son, Congressman  Thompson,  Congressman 
Gillis  Long — all  of  whom  serve  this  Nation 
and  this  State  with  great  distinction  and  with 
credit  to  Louisiana  and  the  Congress;  Mr, 
Marshall  Brown;  Mr,  Donelon — all  my 
friends  in  Louisiana: 

You  have  touched  me  with  your  gener- 
osity and  your  cordiality.  I  deeply  appre- 
ciate the  very  fine  welcome  that  you  gave 
Lady  Bird  and  Luci  when  they  came  in  this 
evening.  Every  4  years  we  seem  to  have  a 
habit  of  coming  home  to  New  Orleans,  and 
ending  our  trip  on  a  whistlestop  in  this 
lovely,  enterprising  city.  I,  through  the 
years,  have  always  felt  close  to  the  people  of 
Louisiana  because  I  was  born  and  reared 
in  an  adjoining  State,  in  a  neighboring  State. 

I  have,  as  Russell  said,  spent  some  time  in 
the  Congress,  and  through  those  almost  30 
years  there  the  Louisiana  representatives 
have  always  been  fair,  and  just,  and  effective. 
I  would  much  rather  have  them  with  me 
than  against  me,  and  I  have  had  them  both 
ways. 

Finally — after  having  opposed  Russell  on 
two  or  three  items,  on  various  amendments, 
on  my  bill,  just  before  they  got  ready  to 


pass  them,  he  would  get  up  and  offer  an 
amendment  and  take  that  left  hand  and  talk 
Senators  into  voting  for  it — I  finally  just 
told  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  that  I  was 
going  to  start  voting  for  Russell's  amend- 
ments— it  was  easier  to  join  him  than  to 
fight  him.  And  I  have  been  doing  that 
through  the  years  now,  and  I  have  been  sign- 
ing his  bills. 

Senator  Ellender  gets  me  to  do  nearly 
everything  he  wants  me  to  without  any 
pilon  or  lagniappe.  But  when  the  going 
gets  tough  and  he  just  really  has  to  move 
heaven  and  earth,  he  will  put  on  one  of  those 
good  feeds  of  his  and  he  will  bring  up  some 
of  this  New  Orleans  candy  that  he  makes, 
that  we  call  pralines. 

I  thought  he  just  reserved  it  for  myself 
until  the  other  day  when  I  went  over  to  have 
lunch  at  the  White  House  and  the  table  was 
empty,  with  just  one  plate  there.  I  said, 
"Where  in  the  world  is  Mrs.  Johnson?" 
And  they  said,  "She  is  up  eating  with  Sena- 
tor Ellender." 

I  said,  "How  long  has  she  been  gone?" 
And  they  said,  "About  15  minutes." 

So  I  put  on  my  hat  and  invited  myself. 
I  went  up  there  and  I  was  the  only  man 
there  except  Allen,  and  he  had  all  the  pretty 
women  in  Washington  up  there  in  the  room 
eating  with  him! 

So  this  Louisiana  delegation  is  something 
that  I  am  very  proud  of,  something  that  I 
have  enjoyed  working  with.    And  I  want 
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to  remind  the  people  in  New  Orleans  and 
all  Louisiana  what  Mr.  Rayburn  said  one 
time  when  they  asked  him  why  Texas  had 
such  a  good,  effective  delegation  in  the  Con- 
gress. He  said,  *'Well,  we  pick  them  young, 
and  we  pick  them  honest.  We  send  them 
there,  and  we  keep  them  there." 

The  last  4  days  I  have  followed  that  train 
trip  through  every  yard  of  the  South,  and 
I  have  called  three  or  four  times  a  day  myself 
just  to  see  how  everything  was  getting  along. 
I  don't  need  to  tell  you  what  great  pride  I 
have  had  in  my  wife  and  in  my  daughters 
and,  most  of  all,  in  their  affection  for  the 
people  of  their  homeland  and  their  willing- 
ness to  come  out  and  stand  up  on  their  tip- 
toes and  look  them  straight  in  the  eyes 
and  tell  them  what  they  thought  of  them 
and  how  much  we  cared  and  how  much 
we  needed  them.  And  I  particularly  appre- 
ciate the  way  you  have  reciprocated  here  in 
Louisiana. 

Now,  on  this  occasion,  at  the  close  of  this 
week  of  our  campaign,  there  ought  to  be 
grateful  pride  in  the  heart  of  every  Ameri- 
can. On  the  main  streets  of  America,  his- 
tory is  being  made.  From  Maine  to  Cali- 
fornia, from  the  Midwest  to  the  Deep  South, 
the  people  of  America  are  coming  out.  And 
they  are  coming  out  to  stand  up  and  be 
counted  for  their  country. 

On  the  streets  of  all  sections  we  are  seeing 
the  largest  crowds  that  we  have  ever  seen  in 
any  election  period.  You  know,  and  I  think 
I  know,  what  this  means,  and  if  you  don't 
know  what  it  means,  I  am  going  to  tell  you 
what  it  means. 

Our  cause  is  no  longer  the  cause  of  a  party 
alone.  Our  cause  is  the  cause  of  a  great 
Nation.  Our  cause  is  the  cause  of  the 
country  that  you  love.  Our  cause  is  the 
country  that  you  would  die  for,  and  the 
people  are  laying  down  their  partisanship. 

They  are  asking  us  to  take  up  their  trust. 


They  are  asking  us  to  keep  this  Nation  pros- 
perous. They  are  asking  us  to  keep  this 
Nation  progressive.  They  are  asking  us  to 
keep  this  country,  and  all  the  world,  at  peace. 

The  party  of  the  people  will  not  fail  the 
trust  of  the  people.  And  our  first  trust  is 
victory,  itself,  on  November  3d,  and  that  is 
what  we  are  going  to  have. 

Too  much  that  is  precious,  too  much  that 
we  prize,  too  much  that  is  part  of  America 
itself  is  at  stake  for  any  Democrat,  anyone 
who  takes  pride  in  being  a  Democrat,  to  rest 
these  next  24  days. 

This  year,  as  in  no  year  before,  you  work 
not  as  partisans  for  party,  but  you  work  as 
Americans  for  America.  If  victory  is  our 
first  trust,  no  less  a  trust  is  the  margin  by 
which  that  victory  is  won. 

If  our  position  in  the  world  is  not  to  be 
weakened,  if  we  are  to  spare  ourselves  waste- 
ful years  of  antagonism  and  division,  and 
animosity  here  at  home,  the  American  peo- 
ple on  November  3d  must  give  a  decisive 
reply  that  will  be  understood  and  heard 
throughout  the  world.  And  make  no  mis- 
take about  it,  the  spodight  of  the  world  is 
on  you  November  3d. 

When  victory  is  ours — for  our  country, 
not  for  ourselves — ^I  want  it  to  mean  a  man- 
date for  beginning  a  new  era  in  American 
affairs,  an  era  of  courage,  an  era  of  common- 
sense,  and  an  era  of  American  confidence. 

When  the  next  President  takes  the  oath  of 
office  next  year,  it  will  be  20  years  since  the 
end  of  World  War  IL  When  that  war 
ended,  you  remember  and  I  have  not  for- 
gotten what  we  were  told. 

Voices  at  home,  and  voices  abroad,  pre- 
dicted: 

— That  depression  would  be  inevitable. 

— ^That  communism  would  be  irresistible. 

— That  war  would  be  unavoidable. 

And  the  American  people  listened  and 
heard,  but  refused  to  accept  those  doctrines. 
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In  hope,  in  faith,  in  confidence,  we  took  our 
stand. 

In  the  Full  Employment  Act  of  1946 
America  made  a  commitment  against  de- 
pression— and  made  a  commitment  for 
prosperity — ^here  at  home. 

In  the  Truman  doctrine  and  the  Marshall 
plan  of  1948  we  made  our  commitment 
against  the  spread  of  communism  and  for 
the  strength  of  freedom  throughout  the 
world. 

In  all  that  we  did,  we  honored  our  oldest 
commitment  as  a  Nation  and  as  a  people, 
against  war  and  for  peace. 

The  years  have  been  long.  The  trials  have 
been  many. 

The  burdens  have  been  great.  But  the 
times  are  beginning  to  respond  to  America's 
steadfast  purpose. 

This  administration  is  the  first  in  a  cen- 
tury not  to  experience  a  recession  or  a  de- 
pression. This  administration  is  the  first 
since  midcentury  under  which  no  Nation  in 
the  world  has  fallen  to  communism.  This 
administration  is  the  first  of  the  postwar  age 
to  offer  a  record  not  only  of  peace  preserved 
but  of  peace  courageously  and  effectively 
pursued. 

What  the  American  people  set  out  to  do  is 
coming  true. 

Others  would  have  you  believe  that  pros- 
perity is  false.  Well,  ask  yourselves  or  your 
wife  when  you  go  home  tonight  if  that  is 
true.    You  know  it  is  real. 

Others  would  have  you  believe  that  free- 
dom is  faltering,  but  you  know  that  you  are 
freer  now  than  you  were  when  you  were  21. 
And  the  yoke  of  dictatorship  and  the  yoke 
of  colonialism  is  being  thrown  off  of  nations 
all  around  the  world,  and  new  nations  are 
being  born,  and  independence  and  freedom 
are  on  the  march. 

Others  would  have  you  believe  that  the 
pursuit  of  peace  is  unworthy  work,  but  you 


know  it  is  the  most  noble  work  that  any 
nation  can  do. 

The  point  that  I  am  making  is  simply  this: 
The  meaning  of  our  victory  in  November 
will  be  just  this — to  assure  this  confident 
people  of  leadership  with  confidence  to  match 
their  own.  There  is  work  to  do,  and  we  can 
either  do  it  together,  united,  or  we  can  do  it 
divided,  eating  on  each  other. 

The  platform  on  which  I  stand  says:  "The 
Federal  Government  exists  not  to  grow 
larger,  but  to  enlarge  the  individual  poten- 
tial and  achievement  of  the  people.  The 
Federal  Government  exists  not  to  subordi- 
nate the  States,  but  to  support  them." 

I  quote  the  words,  but  I  might  offer  them 
as  my  own,  for  those  words  I  wrote  into  the 
platform.  Those  words  are  my  beliefs  and 
they  have  been  my  beliefs  all  my  life.  For 
so  long  as  I  serve  in  the  White  House,  your 
Government  will  be  dedicated  not  to  en- 
croaching upon  the  rights  of  the  States,  but 
to  helping  the  States  meet  their  responsibili- 
ties to  their  own  people. 

Let  me  be  specific. 

If  we  are  to  heal  our  history  and  make 
this  Nation  whole,  prosperity  must  know  no 
Mason-Dixon  line  and  opportunity  must 
know  no  color  line.  Robert  E.  Lee,  a  great 
son  of  the  South,  a  great  leader  of  the 
South — ^and  I  assume  no  modern  day  leader 
would  question  him  or  challenge  him — 
Robert  E.  Lee  counseled  us  well  when  he 
told  us  to  cast  off  our  animosities,  and  raise 
our  sons  to  be  Americans. 

From  the  tip  of  Texas  to  the  tip  of  Flor- 
ida, this  crescent  of  the  Gulf  offers  one  of 
the  great  opportunities  of  the  Western 
World.  I  want  to  see  that  opportunity 
fulfilled. 

I  want  us  to  wipe  poverty  off  the  face  of 
the  South — and  off  the  conscience  of  the 
Nation. 

I  want  us  to  assure  our  young  the  best  of 
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education  at  every  level,  and  the  expectation 
of  a  good  job  in  their  home  State  when  their 
school  years  are  through. 

I  want  us  to  assure  our  aged  that  when 
they  need  hospital  care  they  will  have  it,  and 
they  will  have  paid  for  it  in  advance,  by 
themselves,  and  with  the  help  of  their  em- 
ployers, under  social  security. 

I  may  turn  out  the  lights  in  the  White 
House  chandeliers  but  I  am  determined  that 
no  one  will  turn  out  the  lights  of  the  REA 
in  the  farmhouses  of  Louisiana. 

I  so  much  want  us  to  maintain  a  pros- 
perous, free  enterprise  economy,  so  your 
Governor  can  continue  bringing  in  new 
plants  and  new  payrolls  and  new  jobs  in  the 
north  and  in  the  south  of  your  State. 

Yes,  I  see  a  day,  and  I  know  that  you  see 
it,  too,  when  New  Orleans  will  stand  as  a 
Queen  City  on  this  crescent. 

— A  center  of  trade  with  the  world. 

— A  center  of  culture  for  the  Nation. 

— A  terminal  for  waterways  reaching  the 
heart  of  America. 

— A  port  for  the  spaceships  that  are  re- 
turning from  outer  space. 

— ^A  good  and  gracious  city  for  your  fam- 
ilies to  call  their  home. 

We  are  not  going  to  lose  that  tomorrow 
in  divisions  over  things  of  the  past.  For  all 
America,  that  will  be  the  meaning  of  the 
victory  that  we  seek  November  3d. 

We  are  going  to  show  the  courage  to  unite 
America,  the  commonsense  to  keep  America 
strong  and  prepared,  and  the  confidence  to 
seek  after  peace  for  the  lives  of  our  own  peo- 
ple and  the  lives  of  all  mankind. 

Courage,  commonsense,  and  confidence — 
those  are  the  qualities  that  will  serve  our 
country's  cause,  and  in  this  election  our 
country's  cause  is  the  cause  that  we  are  deter- 
mined to  carry  to  victory. 

When  I  became  Democratic  leader  after 
General  Eisenhower  had  sent  the  party  of 


which  I  was  a  member  to  a  terrible  defeat 
in  1952,  I  told  the  Members  of  the  Senate 
who  were  in  the  Democratic  caucus  that  I 
was  a  free  man  first,  an  American  second,  a 
Senator  third,  and  a  Democrat  fourth,  in  that 
order;  that  when  my  President  was  right 
and  when  he  spoke  for  all  America  and 
when  he  sought  to  unite  us  against  a  com- 
mon enemy,  he  would  have  my  support. 

When  I  thought  he  was  wrong,  I  would 
oppose  him  with  decency  and  dignity,  and 

1  would  give  him  my  reasons  for  it,  and  I 
would  try  to  suggest  an  alternative.  But  I 
would  never  personally  attack  him  or  assassi- 
nate him  or  talk  about  his  wife  or  his  chil- 
dren or  his  dogs. 

I  kept  that  pledge,  and  for  8  years  I  served 
as  leader  of  the  Senate  during  a  period  that 
we  had  a  Republican  President  and  a  Demo- 
cratic Congress.    And  every  election,  every 

2  years,  they  rewarded  us  by  increasing  my 
majority.  The  people  of  America  want 
public  servants  in  America  to  do  what  is  best 
for  their  country  first,  and  if  they  do  what 
is  best  for  their  country,  they  will  do  what 
is  best  for  themselves. 

When  I  was  called  upon  in  a  matter  of 
moments  to  assume  the  awesome  responsi- 
bilities of  the  Presidency  following  that  tragic 
day  in  Dallas,  I  said  to  the  people  of  this 
Nation  and  the  world  that  with  God's  help 
and  with  your  prayers  I  will  do  my  dead- 
level  best.    I  have  done  that. 

I  have  spent  long  hours,  I  have  worked 
hard,  I  have  worked  with  a  clear  conscience, 
I  have  done  everything  that  I  could  with  the 
talents  that  the  good  Lord  gave  me  to  try  to 
unite  this  country  and  to  try  to  have  peace 
in  the  world. 

We  had  a  crisis  in  Panama  a  few  days 
after  I  went  in  and  they  shot  our  soldiers. 
We  had  a  crisis  in  Guantanamo,  and  some 
of  our  people  in  the  country  hollered,  "Let's 
send  the  Marines  in,"  and  I  said,  "No,  we 
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will  send  the  admiral  in  to  cut  the  water  ofl 
instead  of  a  Marine  in  to  turn  it  on." 

We  had  our  ships  fired  on  in  the  Tonkin 
Gulf,  and  we  made  a  prompt  reply,  an  ap- 
propriate reply.  But  we  have  never  lost  our 
heart  and  I  hope  we  will  never  lose  our  head. 
We  are  going  to  keep  our  eyes  in  the  stars, 
but  we  are  going  to  keep  our  feet  on  the 
ground. 

I  think  it  is  a  wonderful  thing  for  Louisi- 
ana to  do,  to  give  us  this  dinner  tonight. 
I  am  proud  of  your  delegation.  I  am  espe- 
cially grateful  to  Hale  and  Lindy  Boggs  and 
Tommy  for  all  the  hard  work  and  days  that 
they  spent  with  Lady  Bird,  Luci,  and  Lynda, 
helping  them  through  these  States  that  we 
love. 

I  don't  want  to  conclude  this  talk,  though, 
without  telling  you  that  some  of  my  political 
philosophy  was  born  in  this  State.  As  a 
young  secretary,  I  came  to  New  Orleans  be- 
fore I  ever  went  to  Washington.  I  saw 
something  about  the  political  history  of 
Louisiana.  And  I  saw  a  man  who  was  fre- 
quently praised,  and  a  man  who  was  fre- 
quently harassed  and  criticized,  and  I  be- 
came an  admirer  of  his  because  I  thought  he 
had  a  heart  for  the  people. 

When  I  went  to  Washington  in  the  dark 
days  of  the  depression  as  a  young  country 
kid  from  the  poor  hills  of  Texas,  I  had  a 
standing  rule  with  the  page  office  that  every 
time  Senator  Long  took  the  floor,  he  would 
call  me  on  the  phone  and  I  would  go  over 
there  and  perch  in  the  Gallery  and  listen  to 
every  word  he  said.  And  I  heard  them  all. 
I  heard  a  lot  about  the  history  of  this  State. 
I  heard  a  lot  of  names  in  this  State.  But  I 
never  heard  him  make  a  speech  that  I  didn't 
think  was  calculated  to  do  some  good  for 
some  people  who  needed  some  speeches 
made  for  them  and  couldn't  make  them  for 
themselves. 
The  things  that  I  am  talking  about  from 


coast  to  coast — I  talked  to  six  New  England 
States  last  week  and  I  am  going  to  speak  in 
six  western  States  next  week — the  things  I 
am  talking  about  from  coast  to  coast  tonight 
and  tomorrow  and  next  week  are  the  things 
that  he  talked  about  30  years  ago. 

He  thought  that  every  man  had  a  right  to 
a  job,  and  that  was  long  before  the  Full 
Employment  Act. 

He  thought  that  every  boy  and  girl  ought 
to  have  a  chance  for  all  the  education  they 
could  take,  and  that  is  before  the  Gl  bill  of 
rights. 

He  thought  that  the  old  folks  ought  to 
have  social  security  and  old  age  pensions, 
and  I  remember  when  he  just  scared  the 
dickens  out  of  Mr.  Roosevelt  and  went  on  a 
nationwide  radio  hookup  talking  for  old 
folks'  pensions.  And  out  of  this  probably 
came  our  social  security  system. 

He  believed  in  medical  care  for  those  so 
that  they  could  live  in  decency  and  dignity 
in  their  declining  years,  without  their  chil- 
dren having  to  come  and  move  them  into 
their  house  with  them.  He  was  against 
poverty  and  hated  it  with  all  his  soul  and 
spoke  until  his  voice  was  hoarse. 

Well,  like  Jack  Kennedy,  he  believed  in 
those  same  things.  But  their  voices  are  still 
tonight,  but  they  have  left  some  to  carry  on. 
And  as  long  as  the  good  Lord  permits  me,  I 
am  going  to  carry  on. 

Now,  the  people  that  would  use  us  and 
destroy  us  first  divide  us.  There  is  not  any 
combination  in  the  country  that  can  take  on 
Russell  Long,  Allen  EUender,  Lyndon  John- 
son, and  a  few  others  if  we  are  together. 
But  if  they  divide  us,  they  can  make  some 
hay.  And  all  these  years  they  have  kept 
their  foot  on  our  necks  by  appealing  to  our 
animosities,  and  dividing  us. 

Whatever  your  views  are,  we  have  a  Con- 
stitution and  we  have  a  Bill  of  Rights,  and 
we  have  the  law  of  the  land,  and  two-thirds 
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of  the  Democrats  iii  the  Senate  voted  for  it 
and  three-fourths  of  the  Republicans.  I 
signed  it,  and  I  am  going  to  enforce  it,  and 
I  am  going  to  observe  it,  and  I  think  any 
man  that  is  v^orthy  of  the  high  office  of 
President  is  going  to  do  the  same  thing. 

But  I  am  not  going  to  let  them  build  up 
the  hate  and  try  to  buy  my  people  by  ap- 
pealing to  their  prejudice.  I  heard  a  great 
son  of  Texas  who  came  from  an  adjoining 
State,  v^hose  name  I  v^on't  call,  but  he  w^as 
expelled  from  the  university  over  there  and 
he  started  West,  and  he  got  to  Texas  as  a 
boy  and  stopped  to  see  a  schoolmate  of  his. 

He  liked  things  so  well  in  Texas  that  he 
just  decided  to  make  it  his  permanent  ad- 
dress. In  4  years  he  went  to  the  Congress. 
After  he  had  been  in  the  House  2  years, 
he  became  the  Democratic  leader,  and  he 
served  a  few  years  as  Democratic  leader. 
And  he  went  to  the  Senate  and  he  served  in 
the  Senate  4  years  and  he  became  the  Demo- 
cratic leader  in  the  Senate.  He  served  the 
district  that  Mr.  Rayburn  later  served. 

When  Mr.  Rayburn  came  up  as  a  young 
boy  of  the  House,  he  went  over  to  see  the 
old  Senator,  the  leader,  one  evening,  who 
had  come  from  this  Southern  State,  and  he 
was  talking  about  economic  problems.  He 
was  talking  about  how  we  had  been  at  the 
mercy  of  certain  economic  interests,  and  how 
they  had  exploited  us.  They  had  worked 
our  women  for  5  cents  an  hour,  they  had 
worked  our  men  for  a  dollar  a  day,  they  had 
exploited  our  soil,  they  had  let  our  resources 
go  to  waste,  they  had  taken  everything  out 
of  the  ground  they  could,  and  they  had 
shipped  it  to  other  sections. 

He  was  talking  about  the  economy  and 
what  a  great  future  we  could  have  in  the 
South,  if  we  could  just  meet  our  economic 
problems,  if  we  could  just  take  a  look  at  the 
resources  of  the  South  and  develop  them. 
And  he  said,  "Sammy,  I  wish  I  felt  a  little 


better.  I  would  like  to  go  back  to  old" — 
and  I  won't  call  the  name  of  the  State;  it 
wasn't  Louisiana  and  it  wasn't  Texas — "I 
would  like  to  go  back  down  there  and  make 
them  one  more  Democratic  speech.  I  just 
feel  like  I  have  one  in  me.  The  poor  old 
State,  they  haven't  heard  a  Democratic 
speech  in  30  years.  All  they  ever  hear  at 
election  time  is  Negro,  Negro,  Negro!" 

So  we  have  the  law  of  the  land,  and  we 
are  going  to  appeal  to  all  Americans  that 
fight  in  uniform  and  work  in  factory  and  on 
the  farm  to  try  to  conduct  themselves  as 
Americans.  Equal  opportunity  for  all,  spe- 
cial privileges  for  none,  because  there  is  only 
one  real  big  problem  that  faces  you.  It  is 
not  even  the  economic  problem  and  it  is  not 
the  Negro  problem. 

The  only  problem  that  faces  you  is 
whether  you  are  going  to  live  or  die,  and 
whether  your  family  is  going  to  live  or  die. 

I  sat  through  37  meetings  of  the  National 
Security  Council  during  the  Cuban  crisis. 
I  never  left  home  in  the  morning  but  what 
I  realized  I  might  not  ever  see  her  again  that 
day.  She  might  not  be  there  or  I  might 
not  be  there.  I  sat  at  that  table  with  the 
most  trained  generals  and  admirals  we  had, 
with  four  and  five  stars,  and  their  war  maps 
were  out,  and  they  took  us  from  this  stage 
to  that  stage,  and  we  had  our  fleet  moving, 
and  we  had  our  planes  in  the  sky,  and  we 
had  them  loaded  with  our  bombs.  And  we 
knew  they  had  their  missiles  pointing  at  us. 

And  the  coolest  man  in  that  room,  whose 
thumb  was  sitting  there  that  could  be  put 
on  the  button,  was  the  Commander  in  Chief, 
John  Fitzgerald  Kennedy,  who  had  been 
abused  all  over  that  country. 

He  is  not  here  to  defend  himself,  but  I 
say  shame  on  you  that  in  his  absence  would 
attribute  to  him  unworthy  motives. 

At  Oak  Ridge  we  have  developed  the 
mightiest,  most  awesome  power  that  human 
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ingenuity  could  contemplate  or  conceive. 
By  a  thumb  on  a  button  you  can  wipe  out 
300  million  lives  in  a  matter  of  moments. 
And  this  is  no  time  and  no  hour  and  no 
day  to  be  rattling  your  rockets  around.  Or 
clicking  your   heels  like  a  storm  trooper. 

I  say  that  because  this  is  a  moment  v^hen 
all  nations  must  look  all  ways  to  try  to  find 
some  ways  and  means  to  learn  to  Hve  to- 
gether without  destroying  each  other.  I 
have  no  reference  to  any  nation,  any  country, 
or  any  individual.  I  just  say  that  when  you 
look  at  history,  and  you  see  what  has  hap- 
pened to  us  in  our  lifetime,  we  have  gone 
through  two  wars,  and  then  you  see  what 
the  next  war  could  bring  us,  it  is  no  time 
to  preach  division  or  hate. 

If  there  ever  was  a  time  for  us  to  try  to 
unite  and  find  areas  of  agreement,  it  is  now. 
We  are  the  mightiest  nation  in  all  the  world, 
but  that  power  must  be  used  to  prevent  a 
war,  instead  of  starting  one. 

I  don't  want  to  imply  that  there  is  any 
man  in  my  party  that  wants  to  start  one  or 
anyone  in  any  other  party  that  wants  to 
start  one.  I  think  the  Republicans  are  just 
as  patriotic  as  the  Democrats.  And  I  haven't 
met  any  man  that  I  know  that  I  think  wants 
to  involve  this  country  in  any  danger  that 
he  can  avoid. 

I  just  say  it  is  time  for  all  of  us  to  put  on 
our  thinking  caps.  It  is  time  for  all  of  us 
to  follow  the  Golden  Rule.  It  is  time  for 
all  of  us  to  have  a  little  trust  and  a  little  faith 
in  each  other,  and  to  try  to  find  some  areas 
that  we  can  agree  on  so  we  can  have  a  united 
program. 

I  told  you  about  the  support  that  Vanden- 
berg  gave  Truman  in  Greece  and  Turkey, 
about  the  support  that  I  gave  Eisenhower, 
Republican  and  Democrat,  about  the  support 
that  President  Kennedy  received  in  the 
Cuban  missile  crisis.  And  this  is  an  hour 
when  we  must  not  become  so  bitter  or  so 


divided  or  hate  each  other  so  much  in  an 
election  period  that  we  will  let  the  other 
nations  think  we  are  divided. 

The  Kaiser  thought  we  were  divided  and 
wouldn't  go  to  war  and  he  sank  the 
Lusitania  and  we  became  involved.  Hitler 
thought  we  were  divided  because  a  few 
Senators  were  preaching  isolationism  and 
talking  about  munitions  makers  and  he 
thought  that  he  could  take  a  part  of  the 
world  and  we  would  sit  there  in  our  rocking 
chairs  and  do  nothing  about  it.  And  he 
got  fooled. 

Let  no  would-be  conqueror  ever  mistake 
Uncle  Sam.  We  do  not  seek  any  wars. 
But  we  are  prepared  and  ready  and  willing 
to  defend  our  freedom.  And  we  are  not 
about  to  yield  it  or  sacrifice  it  or  whitde  it 
away  to  anybody. 

The  election  is  coming  up  November  the 
3d.  You  have  your  choice.  You  have  two 
parties.  You  have  two  tickets.  You  have 
men  on  both  tickets  who  are  experienced  in 
the  Congress,  who  served  there  many  years. 
You  don't  have  to  have  anybody  come  down 
here  and  tell  you  what  is  right.  You  don't 
have  to  have  anybody  come  down  here  and 
tell  you  what  you  ought  to  do.  You  know 
what  is  best  for  you,  and  you  go  do  it.  And 
I  am  not  even  going  to  make  a  recommenda- 
tion to  you. 

If  you  think  in  your  own  heart  that  the 
course  of  wisdom  for  your  country  is  this 
course,  then  you  follow  whatever  you  think 
it  is.  Because  I  believe  that  every  other  man 
is  actuated  by  the  same  motives  that  I  think 
I  am  actuated  by.  He  wants  to  do  what  is 
right. 

I  have  never  seen  a  man  in  Congress  that 
I  thought  went  there  on  a  platform  of  doing 
what  is  wrong.  He  wants  to  do  what  is 
right.  And  I  know  the  people  of  Louisiana 
want  to  do  what  is  right. 

And  I  hope  if  you  do  what  you  think  is 
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right,  that  somehow  or  other  it  is  the  same 
thing  that  I  think  is  right.  But  if  it  is  not, 
I  won't  question  your  patriotism,  I  won't 
question  your  Americanism,  I  won't  question 
your  ancestry.  I  may  quietly  in  the  sanctity 
of  our  bedroom  whisper  to  Lady  Bird  my 
own  personal  opinion  about  your  judgment. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  9:40  p.m.  in  the  Grand 
Ballroom  at  the  Jung  Hotel  in  New  Orleans.  In  his 
opening  remarks  he  referred  to  the  chairman  of  the 
dinner,  Ray  Morvant,  State  Director,  U.S.  Savings 


Bond  Division,  Department  of  the  Treasury,  Gover- 
nor John  J.  McKeithen  of  Louisiana,  Senator  Allen 
J.  EUender  of  Louisiana,  Mayor  Victor  H.  Schiro  of 
Nev;^  Orleans,  Senator  and  Mrs.  Russell  B.  Long  and 
Representatives  Edv^rin  E.  Willis,  James  H.  Morrison, 
T.  A.  Thompson,  and  Gillis  W.  Long,  all  of  Louisi- 
ana, Marshall  Brow^n,  Louisiana  State  Democratic 
committeeman,  and  Thomas  F.  Donelon,  president 
of  Jefferson  Parish,  Louisiana.  Later  he  referred  to 
Representative  Hale  Boggs  of  Louisiana  and  Mrs. 
Boggs,  and  their  son  Tommy.  He  also  referred  to 
Huey  P.  Long,  U.S.  Senator  from  Louisiana  from 
1932  to  1935  and  father  of  Senator  Russell  B.  Long. 
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Ladies  and  gentlemen,  boys  and  girls: 

I  want  to  say  a  deep  thank  you  from  the 
bottom  of  my  heart  for  your  warm  welcome 
to  this  wonderful  State  of  sunshine  here  in 
Arizona. 

This  is  not  a  day  for  politics.  This  is  a  day 
for  God,  and  since  this  is  God's  day  I  will 
leave  very  shordy  and  go  with  my  old  and 
longtime  friend,  Roy  Elson,  down  to  hear 
his  preacher.  He  recommends  him  pretty 
highly,  and  I  want  to  see  if  he  is  as  good  as 
the  preacher  I  would  have  heard  at  Johnson 
City  had  I  gone  to  church  at  home  this 
morning. 

The  reason  I  didn't  go  to  church  at  home 
this  morning  was  because  that  beloved  and 
venerable  and  wonderful  man,  than  whom 
there  is  no  other  like  him  in  all  the  world, 
Carl  Hayden,  the  Chairman  of  the  Appro- 
priations Committee,  said  to  me,  "I  think  if 
you  are  going  from  your  ranch  in  Texas  to 
the  sidewalks  of  San  Francisco,  you  better 
not  do  it  without  stopping  in  Arizona." 

And  when  the  Chairman  of  the  powerful 
Appropriations  Committee  makes  a  slight 
suggestion  to  the  President,  I  hope  the  Presi- 
dent is  smart  enough,  and  I  know  he  loves 


Carl  Hayden  enough,  that  his  suggestion  is 
my  command.   So  here  I  am. 

I  want  to  thank  Governor  Fannin  and 
Governor  McFarland,  my  old  boss  that 
taught  me  so  much  and  I  love  so  much,  and 
Edna,  for  coming  out  here  to  meet  me. 

I  want  to  tell  you  how  grateful  I  am  that 
Arizona  furnishes  one  of  our  Cabinet  mem- 
bers, Stewart  Udall,  and  his  lovely  wife,  and 
I  am  very  proud  of  him.  He  is  doing  a 
wonderful  job.  We  have  done  the  best 
work  on  water  and  on  power  and  on  con- 
servation that  has  been  done  any  years  since 
I  have  been  in  Washington.  This  has  really 
been  the  conservation  Congress. 

I  want  to  thank  Congressman  Udall  and 
Congressman  Senner  for  coming  here  and 
welcoming  me  this  morning.  I  am  going  to 
leave  with  Roy  now  in  just  a  moment  and 
I  won't  be  seeing  you  any  more,  but  I  am 
coming  back  to  these  wonderful,  happy, 
smiling  faces,  and  this  dry  air  and  this  fine 
sunshine  because  it  is  good  and  it  invigorates 
you.  It  makes  you  count  all  your  blessings 
and  think  about  really  how  fortunate  we  are 
to  be  Americans. 

Now,  all  of  you  people  out  here  have  faith 
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and  have  hope  and  have  vision  or  you 
wouldn't  be  in  this  "Promised  Land  of  Ari- 
zona." If  you  vi^ere  afraid,  and  if  you  \vttt 
doubters,  and  if  you  didn't  have  vision,  you 
would  be  in  some  ghost  town  somewhere 
instead  of  a  State  like  Arizona  and  a  city 
like  Phoenix  that  is  a  "Go-Go  State"  and  a 
"Go-Go  City."  Do  you  know  that  by  the 
year  2000 — and  we  are  really  closer  to  the 
year  2000  now  than  we  are  to  the  year  191 8 
when  we  had  our  "last"  war,  even  when  I 
was  born,  1908,  we  are  pretty  close  to  the 
year  2000 — in  the  year  2000  Arizona's 
growth  will  be  twice  what  it  is  in  the  rest  of 
the  Nation,  the  Nation's  average.  I  don't 
want  that  to  be  repeated  out  where  it  gets 
back  and  drifts  back  over  into  Texas  because 
some  of  my  opponents  over  there  will  be  say- 
ing I  said  Arizona  is  twice  as  good  as  Texas, 
and  I  don't  want  to  say  that. 

But  I  do  say  that  your  resources,  your  peo- 
ple, your  management,  your  faith,  your 
vision,  your  20th  century  methods,  your 
modern  ideas,  your  great  electronic  industry 
and  other  industries  that  are  coming  to  Ari- 
zona— that  you  will  be  growing  twice  as  fast 
as  the  rest  of  the  Nation  in  the  year  2000. 

You  have  one  problem,  and  it  is  a  mighty 
big  problem.  {Laughter'\  No,  no,  now. 
I  told  you  this  wasn't  going  to  be  a  political 
day  and  it  is  not.  You  get  the  wrong  im- 
pression.   Now  wait  a  minute. 

You  have  one  big  problem,  and  that  prob- 
lem is — ^water. 

I  never  go  down  a  corridor  of  the  Capitol 
that  Roy  Elson  doesn't  catch  me  by  my  coat- 
tail  and  say,  "Can't  you  help  us  with  the 
problem  of  water  in  Arizona?"  I  never 
went  into  the  Appropriations  Committee  but 
what  Carl  Hayden  didn't  catch  me  by  the 
lapels  of  my  coat. 

I  am  not  that  intimate  with  your  other  Sen- 
ator, and  I  didn't  come  out  here  to  advertise 


him.  But  I  do  want  to  be  fair  and  frank. 
He  has  talked  to  me  a  good  many  times 
about  your  water  problem,  and  he  wants  to 
help  on  it.  And  he  has  wired  me,  urging 
me  to  take  certain  action  in  connection  with 
water  for  Arizona.  So  it  is  not  a  partisan 
thing  between  Democrats  and  Republicans 
and  Independents.  We  all  have  to  find  an 
answer  to  this  water  problem  because  that 
is  going  to  be  the  answer  to  the  20th  century. 

I  will  tell  you  what  I  am  going  to  do  about 
it.  We  are  going  to  continue  under  the 
program  that  Stewart  Udall  has  working 
now,  and  we  are  making  progress  on  it  every 
day.  In  your  child's  lifetime,  if  not  in  yours, 
and  I  think  in  yours,  but  in  your  child's  life- 
time we  are  going  to  be  using  the  water  from 
the  sea  to  make  the  deserts  bloom. 

Just  think  about  what  a  wonderful  land 
this  will  be  when  all  the  people  are  smiling 
and  happy,  when  all  the  grass  is  green  and 
we  have  nothing  but  a  beautiful  vista  on 
the  mountainside,  where  our  catde  and  our 
sheep  can  graze  and  our  children  can  play. 

Now,  that  is  the  kind  of  a  world  that  we 
want. 

I  want  to  leave  you  with  just  one  little 
thought  for  today.  I  am  not  your  preacher, 
and  I  hope  you  all  go  on  from  here  to 
church.  But  I  want  to  just  leave  this 
thought  with  you:  A  great  man  named 
Abraham  Lincoln,  of  another  party,  said,  "I 
trust,  sir" — ^when  someone  said  to  him,  "I 
trust,  sir" — meaning  President  Lincoln, 
"that  God  is  on  our  side,"  in  a  very  hectic 
period  in  our  national  life,  Lincoln  replied, 
"Well,  let  us  hope  that  we  are  on  God's  side." 

What  I  want  to  say  to  you  this  morning 
is  that  all  of  you  made  great  sacrifices  to 
come  out  here  and  be  courteous  to  me  and 
be  kind  to  me.  I  don't  interpret  it  any 
other  way.  I  think  that  you  are  really 
warm,  and  I  hope  not  only  that  God  is  on 
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our  side,  but  I  do  hope  that  all  of  you  are 
on  God's  side. 
Thank  you  very  much. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  9  a.m.  at  the  airport 
in  Phoenix,  Ariz.  During  the  course  of  his  re- 
marks he  referred  to  Roy  L.  Elson,  Administrative 
Assistant  to  Senator  Carl  Hayden  of  Arizona  and 
Democratic  candidate  for  Senator,  the  Reverend  Dr. 


Charles  R.  Ehrhardt,  pastor  of  the  First  Presbyterian 
Church  of  Phoenix,  and  Senator  Carl  Hayden.  He 
also  referred  to  Governor  Paul  Fannin,  former  Gov- 
ernor Ernest  W.  McFarland,  who  served  as  Senate 
majority  leader  during  the  82d  Congress,  and  his 
wife,  Edna,  Secretary  of  the  Interior  and  Mrs. 
Stewart  L.  Udall  and  Representatives  Morris  K. 
Udall  and  George  F.  Senner,  Jr.,  all  of  Arizona, 
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Mr,  Chairman,  Governor  Brown,  Senator 
Salinger,  Congressman  Van  Petten,  Con- 
gressman Holifield,  and  other  Members  of 
the  California  delegation  on  the  platform, 
my  fellow  Democrats,  my  beloved  Ameri- 
cans, ladies  and  gentlemen: 

Oh,  what  a  wonderful  morning!  My 
what  a  wonderful  day! 

Back  in  my  boyhood,  we  had  breakfast 
at  home  on  Sunday  morning,  then  we  went 
down  the  road  to  church,  then  we  had 
dinner-on-the-ground  in  front  of  the  Peder- 
nales  River. 

This  morning  we  had  breakfast  at  home 
in  Texas,  we  flew  out  by  jet  and  went  to 
church  in  Arizona,  and  now  we  have  come 
all  the  way  out  to  the  shores  of  the  Pacific 
to  have  dinner-on-the-ground.  And  it  is  a 
late  dinner,  too,  I  will  tell  you  that. 

I  am  sorry,  but  when  people  are  good 
enough  and  kind  enough  and  friendly 
enough  to  leave  their  homes  on  the  Sabbath 
Day  and  come  out  to  wave  a  welcome  to 
you,  you  just  can't  drive  by  them  in  a  big 
car  and  not  see  them  and  not  shake  hands 
with  them  and  not  thank  them.  And  I  have 
been  doing  that.  I  know  you  understand 
it.    I  hope  you  will  accept  my  apology. 

When  I  finished  high  school  back  in  1924, 
I  came  out  to  California  looking  for  a  job. 
I  am  happy  to  say  to  you  now  that  I  am 
employed  full  time  right  now.    I  have  the 


best  employers  in  the  world,  and  when  my 
contract  is  up  for  renewal  I  hope  you  will 
be  satisfied  with  my  performance. 

But  I  didn't  ride  all  the  way  to  California 
to  talk  about  today.  I  have  come  out  here 
to  talk  to  you  about  the  future.  Because 
the  future  must  be  the  first  concern  of  all 
Americans  in  all  of  our  States,  just  as  the 
future  has  been  your  concern  in  the  greatest 
State  and  the  largest  State  in  the  Union,  the 
State  of  California. 

Most  of  you  remember  learning  long  ago 
that  great  parable  about  those  who  used  the 
talents  given  to  them  and  were  called  wise, 
and  those  who  only  hoarded  their  talents 
and  did  not  use  them  were  called  foolish. 

This  generation  of  Americans  is  talented. 
As  free  men  and  women,  enjoying  the  bless- 
ings of  peace — ^and  you  ought  to  be  thank- 
ful that  you  have  peace — enjoying  the 
blessings  of  prosperity,  and  there  has  been 
a  day  when  we  didn't  have  these  prosperous 
conditions,  I  believe  that  each  of  us  bears  a 
deep  moral  obligation  to  make  use  of  our 
talents  and  to  prepare  our  country  for  the 
future  and  prepare  our  children  for  the 
future. 

When  the  next  President  of  the  United 
States  takes  the  oath  of  office  next  January, 
the  year  2000  will  be  closer  to  us  than  the 
year  1929. 

In  the  years  between  now  and  then,  our 
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population  will  have  grown  by  140  million 
people. 

Americans  will  be  living  longer  than  they 
ever  lived  before.  I  shook  hands  with  a 
lady  in  Gary,  Ind.,  the  other  day  who  is  116 
years  old,  and  she  is  voting  for  the  first  time 
this  year.  She  is  a  Negro  lady  that  lived 
in  a  State  that  had  not  been  allowed  to  vote, 
but  she  is  voting  this  year. 

Most  of  the  killing  diseases  that  we  know 
now,  like  cancer,  heart  condition,  and 
strokes,  that  have  gone  on  before  us,  will  be 
unknown.  Men  and  women  are  going  to  be 
living  to  be  90  or  100  years  old,  and  they  will 
be  able  to  work  all  those  years. 

Long  before  then,  America  is  going  to  be 
a  land  of  young  people.  In  only  a  few  short 
years,  half  of  our  population  in  the  United 
States  is  going  to  be  under  25. 

So  if  America  is  to  mean  for  those  who 
come  after  us  what  it  means  to  you,  you  have 
a  lot  of  work  to  do. 

Now,  what  do  you  have  to  do?  You  have 
schools  to  build;  you  have  teachers  to  hire; 
you  have  cities  to  improve;  you  have  re- 
sources to  develop;  you  have  rivers  to  har- 
ness; you  have  new  fields  to  plow;  you  have 
new  horizons  up  there  to  explore. 

Over  the  next  three  decades,  the  next  30 
years,  one  horizon  beckoning  to  us  will  be 
the  sea  around  us.  To  a  far  greater  extent 
than  you  realize,  the  sea,  s-e-a,  will  be  a 
center  of  most  intensive  exploration.  We 
shall  learn  to  travel  across  it  at  speeds  of  100 
miles  per  hour  or  more.  We  shall  learn  to 
carry  larger  quantities  of  goods  beneath  it 
in  ejfficient  cargo  submarines.  We  shall  learn 
to  make  much  more  extensive  and  profitable 
use  of  the  products  of  the  sea.  We  shall  learn 
how  to  farm  the  beds  of  the  sea,  to  feed  two 
mouths  around  the  world  where  now  we 
feed  only  one  mouth. 

We  have  a  moral  obligation  to  begin  meet- 
ing that  now. 


Out  here  in  the  West,  other  generations 
learned  the  hard  lesson  of  squandering  our 
resources.  So  we  must  conserve  our  re- 
sources. We  must  conserve  our  wealth.  We 
must  conserve  our  values  and  our  heritage. 

We  must  keep  America  strong  militarily, 
and  we  shall.  We  must  keep  American 
momentum  strong  and  keep  it  going,  and 
we  shall. 

We  shall  permit  no  godless  "ism"  to  bury 
America  by  force.  And  neither  shall  we 
permit  any  system  that  is  alien  to  individual 
freedom  to  overtake  us  by  greater  dedication 
or  zeal,  or  purpose,  or  extremism. 

We  must  use  our  heads  to  guide  us  in 
doing  the  work  that  our  heart  tells  us  has  to 
be  done.  We  must  keep  our  eyes  in  the  stars 
but  keep  our  feet  on  the  ground. 

These  works  can  be  done  only  if  we  live 
together,  if  we  work  together,  if  we  move 
forward  together  as  one  Nation  and  as  one 
people.  "United  we  stand,  divided  we  will 
fall." 

The  time  has  come  in  our  national  life  for 
us  to  be  together,  not  apart.  It  is  time  to 
bind  our  wounds  and  heal  our  history  and 
make  this  Nation  one  nation,  indivisible. 

America  cannot  stand  strong  at  home  or 
in  the  world  if  her  people  struggle  against 
one  another  on  the  quicksand  of  suspicion 
or  cynicism  or  hate.  We  must  do  away  with 
our  fears  and  our  doubts,  and  we  must  em- 
brace our  vision  and  our  hopes.  We  must  be 
a  nation  of  lovers,  not  a  nation  of  haters. 
We  must  be  a  nation  of  builders,  not  a  na- 
tion of  destroyers.  We  must  be  a  nation 
where  all  men  have  equal  opportunity  and 
none  have  special  privilege. 

America  cannot  stand  strong  at  home,  and 
America  cannot  stand  strong  in  the  world 
if  her  people  fight  each  other,  if  we  struggle 
against  each  other,  because  if  we  are  to  be 
the  peacemakers,  and  if  we  are  to  lead  the 
world,  we  must  strive  to  keep  the  peace  of 
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our  own  lives,  of  our  own  people  here  at 
home.  We  cannot  be  the  peacemakers  of 
the  world  if  business  is  fighting  labor,  if 
labor  is  fighting  the  farmer,  if  the  Govern- 
ment is  fighting  all  three. 

So  I  have  tried,  as  your  President,  since 
that  tragic  day  when  our  beloved  President 
was  taken  from  us,  I  have  tried  as  best  I 
could,  with  the  talents  that  the  good  Lord 
gave  me.  I  have  done  everything  I  knew 
how  to  heal  this  Nation.  I  have  never 
preached  hate,  I  have  never  preached  doubt, 
I  have  never  preached  fear,  I  have  never 
preached  division,  I  have  never  tried  to  array 
class  against  class,  group  against  group,  race 
against  race,  or  religion  against  religion,  and 
I  never  will. 

If  we  are  to  be  the  champions  of  freedom 
for  individual  man  everywhere  or  anywhere, 
we  must  be  champions  for  freedom  at  home. 
We  must  be  champions  among  the  poor  and 
among  the  rich.  We  must  be  just  as  willing 
to  protect  the  constitutional  rights  of  a  poor 
man  as  we  are  willing  to  protect  the  private 
rights  of  a  rich  man. 

So  among  the  poor  and  the  rich  alike, 
among  the  weak  and  the  strong  alike,  among 
the  silent  citizens  as  well  as  among  those 
who  raise  their  voices  the  loudest,  I  want 
each  and  every  American  of  whatever  faith, 
of  whatever  color,  of  whatever  religion,  of 
whatever  party,  to  know  as  long  as  I  am 
carrying  on  for  John  Fitzgerald  Kennedy,  as 
long  as  I  am  President  of  the  United  States, 
I  am  going  to  be  the  President  of  all  the 
people. 

But  I  want  you  to  know  this:  that  no  one 
person,  not  even  with  Lady  Bird  and  Lynda 
Bird  and  Luci  Baines  to  help  him,  can  lead 
this  Nation  by  himself.  That  night  I  re^ 
turned  to  that  empty  White  House,  that 
room  that  was  vacant  because  our  leader  had 
fallen,  I  said  to  the  American  people  on  the 
television  that  v^ith  God's  help  and  with 


your  prayers,  I  would  do  my  best.  I  have 
done  my  best. 

Our  beloved  President  had  a  program  for 
all  the  people  of  America.  It  included  mass 
transportation,  it  included  reduction  of 
taxes,  it  included  economy  in  Government, 
it  included  a  farm  bill,  it  included  equal  em- 
ployment, it  included  poverty,  it  included 
civil  rights,  it  included  space,  it  included 
technology,  it  included  science,  it  included 
the  heart  disease,  the  cancer  program,  the 
libraries,  and  education  of  our  children. 

I  counted  those  bills.  President  Kennedy, 
when  he  was  taken  from  us,  had  51  major 
measures  for  the  people,  p-e-e-p-1-e, 
p-e-e-p-u-1.  I  mean  the  great  mass  of  human 
nature  that  make  up  190  million,  and  they 
have  one  leader.  They  just  have  one  Pres- 
ident.   I  am  the  only  President  you  have. 

But  he  had  51  bills  there  and  we  picked 
up  on  a  moment's  notice.  We  couldn't  go 
to  the  library  and  look  anything  up.  We 
couldn't  debate  and  decide  whether  we 
wanted  to  or  not.  We  had  to  take  part  in 
that  transition.  The  world  was  watching 
us  to  see  what  would  happen  to  this  country 
when  it  had  lost  its  leader.  We  had  to 
make  decisions  and  we  had  to  move.  And 
we  did  move,  and  we  have  moved. 

Last  Friday  night,  sitting  there  in  the 
White  House  about  midnight,  I  looked  over 
that  list  of  51  major  measures.  The  Con- 
gress had  come;  the  Congress  had  gone. 
The  tax  bill  had  been  passed  and  the  citi- 
zens had  been  given  back  $12  billion.  We 
had  more  people  working  than  ever  before 
in  history — 72  million.  The  businessman 
made  $12  billion  more  this  year  after  taxes 
than  he  made  when  Mr.  Kennedy  took  over. 
The  laborers,  the  workingmen,  made  $60 
billion  more  after  taxes  than  they  did  when 
Mr.  Kennedy  took  over.  More  people  were 
working  than  ever  worked  before.  We  had 
the  greatest  prosperity  in  history. 
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I  looked  at  those  51  bills,  and  so  help  me, 
we  had  passed  each  and  every  one  of  the  51 
through  the  United  States  Senate.  They 
have  said  some  ugly  things  about  us  on  the 
way,  and  they  had  not  given  me  too  good 
recommendations,  some  of  the  members  of 
the  other  party.  But  I  want  to  tell  you  this: 
I  came  out  here  today  to  thank  you  people 
of  California  for  giving  me  Pat  Brown  to 
help  me.  He  has,  as  your  Governor,  and  I 
am  grateful. 

I  want  to  tell  you  something  else:  I  told 
you  I  couldn't  do  this  by  myself.  And  right 
in  a  pinch,  when  we  needed  him,  when  we 
lost  one  of  the  best  friends  I  ever  had,  Clair 
Engle,  he  gave  me  Pierre  Salinger,  who  has 
been  my  strong  right  arm.  This  is  some- 
thing I  want  you  to  put  down  in  your 
noggin.  I  want  you  to  put  it  in  your  note- 
book and  I  don't  want  you  to  forget  it.  If 
you  are  going  to  forget  it — some  of  you  are 
forgetful  people,  I  know  that — but  if  you 
are  going  to  forget  it,  don't  forget  it  before 
November  3d. 

I  want  you  to  send  Pierre  Salinger  back 
to  the  United  States  Senate,  because  Cali- 
fornia, the  coming  State,  the  State  that  is  on 
the  move,  the  modern  State,  the  20th  century 
State,  California  needs  Pierre  Salinger.  But 
the  President  needs  him,  too.  And  you 
can't  do  any  good  just  passing  them  in  one 
House.  You  have  to  pass  them  not  only  in 
the  Senate  but  in  the  House,  too,  and  Van 
is  the  man.  Come  up  here.  Van.  All  the 
way  with  Van  the  man. 

On  this  day  I  have  much  to  be  thankful 
for.  I  saw  my  old  friend  Chet  Holifield. 
He  nominated  me  for  Vice  President  here 
in  California.  I  came  out  here  to  seek  my 
fortune.  I  never  could  find  it.  I  worked 
out  here  2  years,  1924,  and  I  went  back  to 
Texas.  That  was  your  gain,  I  guess,  and 
Texas'  loss.  But  anyway,  I  am  coming  back 
here  again  after  November,  if  you  invite  me. 


If  you  don't  invite  me,  I  am  going  to  be 
like  the  little  boy  down  in  my  country  that 
didn't  get  the  invitation  to  the  ball.  I  am 
just  going  to  sit  down  and  write  myself  one. 

On  this  day,  though,  let  us  remember  that 
the  happiest  days  of  the  week  are  the  Sun- 
days, the  days  when  families  can  be  together, 
the  days  when  we  can  be  home  with  our 
loved  ones,  the  days  when  we  can  be  out 
in  the  park  enjoying  the  rest  and  recreation, 
because  we  are  working  fewer  hours  per 
day  and  fewer  days  per  week. 

The  happiest  years  of  our  lives  that  are 
ahead  of  us  will  be  those  years  when  we  at 
last  are  together,  together  as  one  Nation, 
together  as  one  people.  We  cannot  have 
peace  in  this  world  if  we  are  divided.  We 
cannot  unite  other  peoples  until  we  unite 
ourselves. 

Do  you  know  that  the  Commander  in 
Chief  of  this  country  and  the  leader  of  the 
Soviet  Union  hold  the  mightiest,  the  most 
awesome,  the  most  frightening  power  at 
their  thumb  tips  that  any  person  could 
imagine? 

I  sat  in  37  meetings  in  the  National  Secu- 
rity Council  with  President  Kennedy  during 
the  Cuban  missile  crisis.  I  saw  the  men 
come  in  with  the  stars  and  the  admirals  come 
in  with  their  braid  and  I  saw  them  make 
their  recommendations.  And  I  saw  a  solemn 
Secretary  of  State,  a  wise  and  good  man,  and 
he  said,  "We  are  eyeball  to  eyeball."  There 
were  Mr.  Khrushchev  and  his  missiles  in 
Cuba,  90  miles  away,  pointed  at  us.  Our 
planes  were  ordered  off  the  ground  with 
their  bomb  bays  loaded.  Our  whole  mili- 
tary force  was  shifted  in  this  country,  moved 
in  one  direction.  And  every  morning  when 
I  left  home  I  didn't  know  if  I  would  see  my 
wife  again  that  night. 

But  I  am  proud  to  say  to  you,  because  he 
can't  be  here  to  defend  himself,  that  the 
wisest  and  the  coolest  man  that  sat  at  that 


1293 


[650]    Oct.  II 


Public  Papers  of  the  Presidents 


table  was  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
John  Fitzgerald  Kennedy. 

It  adds  no  luster  to  a  man's  statesmanship, 
and  it  is  no  tribute  to  a  man's  character,  to 
refuse  to  give  John  Fitzgerald  Kennedy  the 
credit  that  he  is  justly  entided  to,  when  he 
is  not  here  to  claim  it  for  himself. 

So  I  am  not  trying  to  improve  my  char- 
acter; I  am  trying  to  be  just  and  fair  and 
honest,  and  say  to  you  this:  In  the  11  months 
that  I  have  had  this  awesome  responsibility, 
I  have  had  forces  shooting  our  soldiers  in 
Panama,  I  have  had  them  cutting  off  our 
water  in  Guantanamo,  and  some  men  getting 
excited  and  saying,  "Send  in  the  Marines." 
I  have  seen  our  men  die  in  Viet-Nam  and  I 
have  seen  our  destroyers  fired  upon  in  the 
Tonkin  Gulf. 

I  have  been  required  to  make  the  firm 
decision  that  when  those  destroyers  were 
fired  upon  for  us  to  destroy  them  and  make 
appropriate  reply.  And  we  did.  But  the 
only  thing  that  is  really  important  to  you 
good  people  in  this  park  today  is  your  fami- 
lies, your  future,  your  prosperity,  your  job, 
your  loved  ones.  But  all  of  that  goes  down 
the  drain,  all  of  that  goes  poof,  up  in  one 
blow. 

The  only  thing  that  counts  is  peace  in  the 
world — peace,  peace,  peace,  and  you  better 
work  at  it,  and  you  better  help  others  work 
at  it,  and  you  better  support  it. 

You  are  not  going  to  get  peace  in  the 
world  by  rattling  your  rockets.  You  can't 
have  government  by  ultimatum.  I  remem- 
ber when  I  was  a  young  fellow  and  pretty 
impulsive — I  don't  like  to  use  that  word 
because  some  people  think  I  am  taking  a  jab 
at  somebody  else,  but  I  am  not.  Young  men, 
most  of  them,  are  impulsive.  I  said  one 
time  when  I  got  in  a  fight  with  a  head  of  a 
power  company  that  wouldn't  let  me  build 
a  litde  REA  line  in  my  country  district  in 
Texas,  I  said,  "As  far  as  I  am  concerned,  you 


can  take  a  running  jump  and  go  straight 
to — "  and  everybody  applauded  me,  and  the 
board  of  directors  thought  I  was  brave  and 
great.  One  old  man,  though,  the  general 
counsel,  who  had  been  a  lawyer  a  long  time, 
and  mighty  wise,  and  had  been  in  a  lot  of 
fights,  he  didn't  applaud.  He  just  looked 
serious.    He  was  an  ex-Senator. 

I  said,  "Senator,  what  did  you  think  of 
my  speech?"  He  said,  "Come  by  my  office, 
and  I  will  tell  you." 

I  went  by  his  office  and  I  said,  "Senator, 
what  did  you  think  of  my  speech  ? "  He  said, 
"Young  man,  you  are  just  in  public  life,  you 
are  just  starting.  I  hope  you  are  in  it  a  long 
time.  I  hope  you  go  a  long  way.  I  am  going 
to  try  to  help  you,  but  the  first  thing  you 
have  to  learn  is  this:  telling  a  man  to  go  to 
hell  and  then  making  him  go  are  two  differ- 
ent propositions." 

He  said,  "First  of  all,  it  is  hot  down  there 
and  the  average  fellow  doesn't  want  to  go, 
and  when  you  tell  him  he  has  to  go,  he  just 
brisdes  up,  and  he  is  a  lot  less  likely  to  go 
than  if  you  hadn't  told  him  anything.  What 
you  better  do  is  get  out  the  Good  Book  that 
your  mama  used  to  read  to  you  and  go  back 
to  the  prophet  Isaiah  and  read  what  he  said. 
He  said,  *Come  now,  let  us  reason  to- 
gether.' " 

I  don't  know  how  many  old  soldiers  I 
am  looking  at,  and  I  don't  know  how  many 
boys  out  there  are  going  to  be  taken  away 
from  their  mothers  and  called  into  uniform. 
But  so  far  as  I  am  concerned,  I  am  one 
President  that  had  rather  reason  and  talk 
than  fight.  Fight  I  will,  if  fight  I  must, 
or  if  fight  I  need  to,  but  I  just  won't  do  it 
as  a  Sunday  afternoon  exercise  just  to  enter- 
tain somebody.  We  live  in  a  world  with 
120  nations,  and  each  one  of  those  nations 
has  its  own  idea  about  what  is  best  for  its 
own  people. 

There  are  men  of  different  colors,  men  of 
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different  languages,  men  of  different  reli- 
gions. Some  of  them  are  short  men,  some 
are  tall  men,  some  are  fat  men,  some  are 
slender  men.  I  am  trying  to  learn  how  to 
live  with  them  without  putting  my  finger 
on  a  button  that  would  destroy  humanity. 

Do  you  know  what  the  might  that  came 
out  of  Oak  Ridge  is?  Do  you  know  what 
that  is?  Do  you  know  that  in  a  matter  of 
moments  we  can  destroy  the  lives  of  300 
million  people?  Do  you  know  in  a  matter 
of  hours  100  million  people,  more  than  half 
of  the  United  States,  would  be  wiped  out? 

Do  you  know  that  yesterday  was  the  first 
anniversary  of  the  test  ban  treaty  that  Presi- 
dent Kennedy  got  108  nations  to  sign? 

I  am  going  to  talk  about  that  treaty  next 
Thursday  night.  I  want  every  one  of  you  to 
listen,  because  it  is  pretty  important  to  you 
mothers,  because  the  danger  that  you  faced 
of  your  unborn  children  has  passed  on. 
The  danger  you  faced  with  your  children 
drinking  that  milk  has  been  lessened.  The 
danger  in  the  air  you  breathe  and  the  food 
you  eat,  the  radioactive  particles  in  the  atmos- 
phere have  been  lessened,  because  of  the 
wisdom  and  the  patience  of  John  Fitzgerald 
Kennedy  and  the  other  men  who  supported 
him. 

We  are  the  strongest,  the  mightiest  Na- 
tion in  all  the  world,  and  we  are  going  to 
continue  to  be.  We  seek  no  large  war,  we 
covet  no  one's  land.  We  seek  only  freedom 
in  the  world.  We  remind  you  that  of  all 
the  new  nations  that  have  been  born,  of  all 
the  countries  that  have  thrown  off  colonial- 
ism, of  all  the  nations  that  have  their  new 
independence — and  they  add  up  into  the 
dozens — not  a  single  one  of  these  new  ones 
has  embraced  communism. 

I  would  remind  you  of  something  else 
when  you  want  to  feel  sorry  for  yourself  and 
get  to  be  a  martyr  and  think  about  how 
bad  America  is.    Ask  yourself  what  other 


country  you  think  is  better.  I  just  tell  you. 
I  don't  know  what  plane  you  want  to  take 
or  what  continent  you  want  to  go  to,  but  I 
will  tell  you  this:  I  have  been  to  all  of  them, 
and  wherever  your  plane  lands  when  you 
leave  here,  you  can  fill  it  up  with  local  folks 
on  a  return  flight  if  they  can  get  into 
America.  The  last  nation  to  embrace  com- 
munism was  Cuba  in  1959. 

We  have  a  bipartisan  foreign  policy  and 
it  has  been  working  reasonably  well  for  20 
years  and  we  want  to  improve  it  and 
strengthen  it.  We  want  men  of  good  will 
of  both  parties  to  help  with  it. 

We  have  a  prosperous  community,  we 
have  a  prosperous  Nation,  more  people 
working,  better  jobs,  more  pay.  We  have  a 
frugal,  economical  Government.  I  cut  a 
billion  dollars  this  year  under  last  year's 
budget,  and  I  took  the  Kennedy  budget  that 
I  inherited  and  I  cut  it  $1  billion  100  million 
before  I  wrote  my  own  budget  and  cut  it. 
We  have  25,000  less  people  working  for  the 
Federal  Government  on  the  Federal  payroll 
today,  this  July,  than  we  had  last  July  a 
year  ago.  We  have  cut  our  taxes  $12  billion 
and  returned  it  to  our  taxpayers. 

We  are  taking  our  poverty  program,  be- 
cause of  installations  that  were  obsolete, 
that  we  didn't  need,  that  we  closed  up,  and 
we  took  the  money  for  poverty  and  we  are 
going  to  make  taxpayers  out  of  these  young 
men  that  have  been  taxeaters  on  our  daddy's 
relief  rolls. 

We  have  the  finest,  the  mightiest,  the 
happiest  nation  in  all  the  world,  and  we 
ought  to  be  ashamed  of  ourselves  when  we 
hear  these  crybabies  coming  around  talking 
about  what  is  wrong. 

You  have  a  water  problem  that  we  have 
to  solve.  You  have  some  other  problems — 
to  get  jobs  for  people  in  California,  because 
every  day  that  that  calendar  ticks,  you  have 
to  find  thousands  of  more  jobs  for  your  in- 
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creasing  population.  The  first  thing  you 
know  you  are  going  to  be  twice  as  large  as 
you  are.  In  the  year  2000  the  average  fam- 
ily income  in  the  State  of  California  is  going 
to  be  $15,000  a  year. 

I  remember  the  first  President  I  ever  saw, 
and  the  greatest  President  I  ever  knew.  I 
saw  him  stand  up  one  day  in  his  braces,  with 
pain  in  his  legs,  and  anguish  in  his  face,  but 
vision  in  his  head  and  hope  in  his  eyes.  I 
saw  him  talk  to  almost  this  many  people, 
maybe  more.  It  was  a  rainy,  cold  day  in 
March  1933.  The  banks  were  popping  in 
the  country  just  like  popcorn,  just  like  fire- 
crackers going  off  at  Christmastime.  They 
were  closing. 

The  railroad  men  had  come  running  down 
to  Washington  and  the  insurance  companies 
and  all  these  captains  of  finance,  all  these 
smart  conservatives,  and  the  roof  had  caved 
in.  People  were  burning  their  corn.  Cot- 
ton was  selling  for  5  cents.  You  couldn't 
find  a  job  and  relief  lines  were  longer  than 
from  here  to  that  airport  I  landed  at,  and 
that  is  15  miles  away. 

But  this  man  stood  up  in  that  time  when 
things  weren't  near  as  good  as  they  are  today. 


with  the  braces  on  his  legs,  out  of  his  wheel- 
chair, and  he  grabbed  that  microphone,  and 
he  stuck  his  chin  up,  and  his  jaw  out,  and 
he  said,  "The  only  thing  we  have  to  fear  is 
fear  itself,"  and  he  electrified  a  nation,  and 
he  saved  a  republic. 

I  say  to  you  today,  in  the  presence  of  his 
wonderful  son  Jimmy  Roosevelt,  who  sits 
on  this  platform,  that  we  must  cast  away  the 
shadows  of  doubt  and  these  harassing  fears 
that  frustrate  some  of  our  citizens.  We 
must  ask  them  to  take  them  back  down  to 
the  basement  and  we  will  put  them  on  sale 
next  month  when  business  is  not  so  good. 

The  only  thing  that  America  has  to  fear 
is  fear  itself.  And  if  I  know  anything  about 
America,  and  I  have  traveled  in  33  States, 
Americans  are  unafraid. 

Goodby,  goodby.    God  bless  all  of  you. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  2:50  p.m.  at  a  rally 
in  South  Gate  Municipal  Park,  South  Gate,  Calif. 
In  his  opening  words  he  referred  to  Richard  Eng- 
lish, Los  Angeles  attorney  who  served  as  chairman 
of  the  rally  program.  Governor  Edmund  G.  Brown, 
Senator  Pierre  E.  G.  Salinger,  Harry  O.  Van  Petten, 
Democratic  candidate  for  Representative,  and  Rep- 
resentative Chet  Holifield,  all  of  California.  Later 
he  referred  to  Representative  James  Roosevelt  and 
the  late  Senator  Clair  Engle,  of  California. 


651     Remarks  in  Washington  Square,  San  Francisco. 
October  11,  1964 


Mr,  Chairman,  Governor  Brown,  Mr,  Am- 
bassador, Senator  Salinger,  Congressman 
Burton,  Mayor  Shelley,  ladies  and  gentle- 
men: 

I  have  just  taken  the  most  memorable 
Sunday  afternoon  drive  of  my  v^hole  life. 

There  are  very  fevv^  cities  in  the  United 
States  w^here  so  many  citizens  come  out  and 
vv^ave  and  shout  when  their  mayor  goes  by. 
But  the  same  thing  seems  to  happen  every 
time  I  ride  wixh  Mayor  Shelley. 

I  want  to  make  one  thing  clear,  on  behalf 


of  Governor  Brown,  Senator  Salinger,  Con- 
gressman Burton,  and  myself:  We  don't 
usually  enjoy  bringing  up  the  rear  as  much 
as  we  did  bringing  it  up  today. 

This  great  and  gracious  city  has  much  of 
which  it  can  be  proud.  But  the  real  glory  of 
this  city  of  the  Golden  Gate  is  the  strength 
and  the  unity  that  is  forged  here  from  such 
rich  diversity  among  your  people. 

Together  we  honor  a  very  proud  day  for 
America  and  around  the  world.  All  the 
world  could  well  pause  to  honor  Columbus 
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Day.  He  found  the  first  real  home  for  the 
human  spirit. 

For  five  centuries  the  world  has  been  re- 
sponding to  the  opportunity  opened  by  the 
voyage  of  that  honored  son  of  Italy.  The 
pace  has  not  always  been  swift.  The  course 
of  human  progress  has  not  always  been  sure. 
But  since  the  opportunity  of  this  new  world 
became  known  to  man,  he  has  lifted  him- 
self up  to  stand  a  litde  taller  each  year,  to 
walk  a  litde  prouder  generation  by  genera- 
tion. He  has  become  the  master  and  not 
the  slave  of  his  environment. 

Because  there  was  a  land  of  opportunity, 
man  has  moved  bodily,  boldly,  and  con- 
fidently toward  freedom.  Man  has  moved 
toward  justice,  and  he  has  moved  toward 
lasting  peace. 

Today  the  great  opportunity  is  peace. 
This  moment  began  to  form  20  years  ago 
here  in  San  Francisco.  For  so  long  as  there 
is  human  life,  your  city  will  be  remembered 
and  your  city  will  be  revered  as  the  birth- 
place of  the  United  Nations. 

This  moment  found  substance  i  year  ago 
yesterday  when  nations  first  agreed  to  limit 
the  testing  of  nuclear  weapons  in  the  earth's 
atmosphere.  The  air  that  we  breathe  here, 
the  air  that  free  men  and  their  loved  ones 
breathe  in  other  lands,  is  cleaner,  human 
life  is  safer,  because  of  the  test  ban  treaty 
that  was  proposed  and  passed  by  a  great 
leader  and  accepted  by  108  other  nations, 
and  that  great  leader  was  John  Fitzgerald 
Kennedy. 

Today,  we  and  all  the  world  are  beginning 
to  sail  on  high  seas  of  new  discovery.  Man 
has  the  capacity  to  end  human  life  or  to  end 
human  want.  Whether  we  reach  these  new 
shores  of  promise  and  opportunity,  or 
whether  we  turn  back  and  lose  this  great 
moment  rests  upon  our  unity  of  purpose, 
our  unity  of  principle  within  our  own  so- 
ciety.   We  just  must  now  draw  ourselves 


together  so  that  none  can  pull  us  apart.  The 
will  to  heal  must  always  overcome  the 
willingness  to  hate.  In  the  veins  of  America 
there  flows  the  blood  of  many  lands.  We 
should  cherish  that  diversity  with  pride,  but 
we  should  jealously  guard  that  diversity 
against  any  who  seek  to  exploit  it  as  the 
basis  for  our  division. 

The  meaning  of  America  for  us  all  is 
opportunity.  When  divisions  arise,  when 
suspicions  flourish,  when  hatred  flowers,  op- 
portunity perishes  and  passes  away.  On  this 
day,  when  we  honor  our  heritage  as  free 
men  and  a  peaceful  nation,  I  ask  of  you,  I 
ask  all  of  you  as  Americans,  that  we  pledge 
ourselves  to  stand  up  and  to  be  counted  for 
the  best  in  America,  because  when  you  do 
what  is  best  for  America,  you  do  what  is 
best  for  yourselves. 

So  I  hope  you  will  always  remember,  I 
pray  that  you  will  never  forget,  that  we 
should  stand  together  for  an  America  that 
knows  no  hate,  that  condones  no  division, 
that  remembers  no  north  or  no  south,  or  no 
east  or  no  west,  but  steers  its  course  only  by 
the  fixed  stars  of  peace,  of  freedom,  and  of 
justice  to  all  people.  A  great  son  of  Italy 
made  it  possible  for  us  to  know  about  this 
continent  and  for  us  to  meet  here  this  after- 
noon in  freedom.  We  are  a  nation  of  almost 
200  million  people  in  a  world  of  over  3  bil- 
lion people,  so  in  the  world  we  are  outnum- 
bered 15  to  I.  If  we  choose  to  demand  a 
decision  based  on  language,  we  are  outvoted; 
on  population,  we  are  a  minority;  on  color 
we  are  just  a  small  segment;  but  we  prefer 
to  be  judged  by  one  standard,  and  that  is 
our  love  of  freedom  for  all  people.  Con- 
gressman Rodino,  Congressman  Burton, 
Senator  Salinger,  and  all  the  others  here  who 
serve  with  me  in  the  Congress  know  that 
we  are  working  together  so  that  we  can 
unite  families,  so  that  we  can  make  it  pos- 
sible for  some  of  our  kinfolks  to  come  here 
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as  our  forefathers  came  here,  so  that  we  can 
continue  not  only  to  unite  families  but  to 
unite  countries. 

Not  long  ago  I  was  driving  down  the 
streets  of  Naples,  and  a  young  priest  dashed 
and  threw  himself  in  front  of  my  car.  He 
had  400  young  boys  in  his  school.  He  said: 
"Please,  Mr.  Vice  President,  can  I  give  you 
a  message  for  America?  Please  tell  the 
American  people  that  never  in  all  the  his- 
tory of  the  world  has  the  victor  treated  the 
vanquished  as  America  treated  Italy.  You 
extended  the  hand  of  friendship  and  helped 
to  rebuild  our  cities.  You  look  at  that  beau- 
tiful skyline  of  buildings,"  and  he  pointed 
to  buildings  like  these.  "You  helped  re- 
build those  buildings.  Today  our  people  are 
a  prosperous  people,  and  we  honor  and  we 
revere  and  we  love  America." 

Can  you  think  of  anything  that  you  would 
rather  hear  about  your  country?  Can  you 
think  of  anything  that  you  would  rather 
have  someone  say  about  your  land  than  to 
say,  "We  love  your  people"? 

So  let's  always  try  to  remember,  and  par- 
ticularly on  the  Sabbath  Day,  that  we  have 
much  to  be  thankful  for,  that  we  are  a 
blessed  people,  that  we  have  much  to  pre- 
serve and  much  to  protect;  that  we  have  a 
great  obligation,  a  moral  obligation,  not  just 
to  our  200  million  people,  but  to  the  3  billion 
people  of  the  world,  all  of  which  can  be  met 
if  we  only  follow  the  Golden  Rule:  Do  unto 


others  as  you  would  have  them  do  unto  you. 

You  have  a  wonderful  celebration  here 
today.  I  am  happy  to  see  your  smiling  faces. 
Never  in  my  life  have  I  seen  more  people  in 
one  day  more  happy  than  I  have  seen  in 
California,  and  if  this  were  a  government 
day  or  a  political  day,  I  would  say  I  just  hope 
I  am  as  happy  November  3d  as  you  are  now. 

But  we  have  a  job  to  do.  We  have  schools 
to  build,  we  have  our  health  to  improve.  We 
have  more  teachers  to  select.  We  have  our 
poverty  people  among  us.  We  have  our 
working  conditions  to  improve.  We  have 
our  standard  of  living  to  raise.  We  have  a 
lot  of  things  to  do  for  our  country. 

But  the  first  thing  we  have  to  do  is  learn 
to  "love  thy  neighbor  as  thyself,"  and  to  live 
in  the  world  with  other  people. 

For  1 1  months  I  have  tried  to  help  us  have 
peace  in  the  world,  and  if  I  can  have  your 
help,  if  I  can  have  your  hand,  if  I  can  have 
your  heart,  if  I  can  have  your  prayers,  if  the 
good  Lord  is  willing,  I  will  continue  to  try 
to  lead  this  Nation  and  this  world  to  peace. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  5:35  p.m.  in  Wash- 
ington Square  in  San  Francisco.  His  opening  words 
referred  to  John  A.  Ertola,  a  San  Francisco  attorney 
who  served  as  chairman  of  the  event,  Governor 
Edmund  G.  Brown  of  California,  Ambassador  Sergio 
Fenoaltea  of  Italy,  Senator  Pierre  E.  G.  Salinger  and 
Representative  Phillip  Burton,  both  of  California, 
Mayor  John  F.  Shelley  of  San  Francisco,  and  Repre- 
sentative Peter  W.  Rodino,  Jr.,  of  New  Jersey. 


652    Remarks  at  the  Convention  Center  in  Las  Vegas. 
October  ii,  1964 


Mr.  Chairman,  distinguished  guests,  ladies 
and  gentlemen: 

When  I  was  a  boy,  we  used  to  get  up  in 
the  morning  and  go  down  the  road  to 
church,  and  then  when  the  services  were 
over  we  would  have  dinner-on-the-ground 


on  the  river  bank  and  have  a  real  reunion 
with  our  neighbors. 

This  morning,  this  Sunday  morning,  we 
got  up  early,  we  got  in  a  jet  plane  to  have 
our  breakfast  over  Texas,  we  went  to  church 
in  Phoenix,  Ariz.,  we  had  dinner-on-the- 
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ground  over  in  Long  Beach,  Calif.,  and  here 
I  am  in  Grant  Sawyer,  Alan  Bible,  and 
Howard  Cannon  country  for  supper! 

I  am  so  sorry  I  am  late.  I  apologize  for 
being  late.  I  frankly  must  tell  you  I  usually 
am  late.  I  spend  most  of  my  life  trying  not 
to  be.  Today  I  meant  to  just  do  some  quiet 
Sunday  visiting  among  some  old  and  good 
friends,  and  I  guess  I  did  do  that.  But  the 
number  of  my  friends  who  turned  out  was 
just,  to  put  it  mildly,  larger  than  I 
anticipated. 

From  Portland,  Maine,  to  Pordand,  Ore- 
gon, from  the  Great  Lakes  to  the  Gulf,  every- 
where we  have  been  in  this  country  we  have 
been  seeing  good  Americans,  smiling,  happy 
people — ^and  the  reception  has  been  the  same. 

The  American  people  this  year  are  stand- 
ing up  and  being  counted  as  they  have  never 
been  coimted  before.  And  I  have  never 
seen  them  stronger  for  their  Government  or 
their  country,  or  for  peace  or  prosperity,  than 
they  are  now.  The  people  are  being  counted 
for  unity.  The  people  are  being  counted  for 
strength.  The  people  are  being  counted  for 
prosperity.  The  people  are  being  counted 
for  peace.  And,  above  all  else,  the  people 
are  being  counted  for  the  kind  of  America 
that  they  know  and  they  trust,  and  they  want 
their  children  to  enjoy. 

I  hope  to  set  before  the  Congress  early 
next  year  a  broad  program  of  important  leg- 
islation. I  came  out  here  tonight  to  do  two 
things:  first,  to  thank  each  of  you,  and  all 
the  other  good  people  of  Nevada,  for  being 
one  of  the  two  States  in  the  West  that  went 
Democratic  and  voted  for  John  Fitzgerald 
Kennedy  and  Lyndon  Johnson  in  i960. 

The  second  thing  I  wanted  to  thank  you 
for,  and  talk  to  you  about,  is  this:  I  need 
your  help  because  I  need  Howard  Cannon 
there  in  the  Senate  next  year  to  help  me  with 
my  program.  One  time  someone  called  me 
the  third  Senator  from  Nevada. 


I  just  want  to  say  this  for  Nevada:  Nevada 
knows  how  to  vote,  Nevada  does  vote,  Ne- 
vada votes  right.  It  supported  Senator  Ken- 
nedy and  me  in  i960.  It  sent  us  two  strong 
Democratic  Senators. 

Alan  Bible  is  one  of  the  ablest  and  one 
of  the  strongest  men  in  the  Senate.  He 
serves  on  the  Appropriations  Committee, 
and  this  year  we  appropriated  for  expendi- 
tures f  I  billion  less  than  we  did  the  preced- 
ing year,  and  that  is  only  the  second  time  in 
10  years  that  we  have  cut  back  from  the  year 
before.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Small  Busi- 
ness Committee  that  has  helped  the  small 
businessman  and  provided  jobs  all  over  this 
Nation.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Interior 
Committee  that  this  year  produced  more 
conservation  legislation  than  any  Congress 
in  30  years  that  I  have  served  in  Washing- 
ton— so  much  legislation  for  the  good  of  the 
people,  for  the  recreation  of  the  people,  for 
the  good  of  their  children,  that  we  call  it 
the  conservation  Congress. 

We  owe  no  one  a  greater  debt  than  that 
honored  statesman  that  sits  here,  Alan  Bible. 

Yes,  we  have  much  to  do  in  this  country, 
and  Nevada  has  been  helping  us  to  do  it. 

You  do  have  two  Democratic  Senators 
there  to  help  me.  When  President  Kennedy 
was  taken  from  us,  on  that  tragic  day  in 
November,  on  a  moment's  notice  I  had  to 
become  President,  and  I  took  his  program 
and  said  to  the  people,  "With  God's  help 
and  with  your  help  and  your  prayers,  I  will 
do  my  best."  Now,  I  have  done  that.  I 
have  done  the  very  best  I  knew  how. 

You  are  going  to  have  a  chance  to  either 
approve  what  I  have  done,  or  to  turn  me  out 
after  11  months  next  month,  3  weeks  from 
today.  You  will  make  that  decision,  but 
last  Friday  night  I  sat  in  the  White  House 
and  I  looked  at  the  program  that  was  pend- 
ing in  the  Congress  when  I  became  President 
that    tragic    day.    There    were    51    major 
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pieces  of  legislation  that  the  Congress  had 
yet  to  dispose  of. 

Last  Friday  night,  the  Congress  had  come 
and  gone,  and  they  had  passed  every  single 
one  of  those  51  bills  in  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States,  and  all  but  three  or  four  of 
them  in  the  House  of  Representatives. 

Nevada  had  a  lot  to  do  v^ith  passing  that 
program,  and  except  for  these  tv^o  strong 
men,  there  w^ere  times  when  some  of  those 
bills  vv^ould  have  failed.  A  number  of  times 
wt  just  won  by  i,  2,  or  3  votes,  and  Texas 
couldn't  even  help  me  as  much  as  Nevada, 
and  Texas,  you  know,  used  to  be  the  largest 
State  in  the  Union.  It  is  still  the  largest 
State  in  the  Union  south  of  the  North  Pole. 
But  Texas  can  only  give  me  i  Democratic 
vote. 

We  went  off  and  wandered  around  and 
they  elected  a  Republican  Senator  down 
there.  So  the  smallest  State  in  the  Union 
can  give  the  President  2  votes  to  help  him 
keep  the  peace  in  the  world  and  keep  pros- 
perity at  home.  And  the  biggest  State  in 
the  Union  can  only  give  him  i  vote,  because 
the  other  Senator  is  just  against  anything 
or  everything. 

Your  Governor  has  been  mighty  helpful 
to  me  and  I  am  grateful  to  Grant  Sawyer. 
He  has  been  head  of  the  Governors'  Con- 
ference. He  has  been  cooperative.  He  has 
been  a  great  leader.  He  has  worked  with 
the  administration.  He  has  worked  with 
the  President.  For  those  of  you  who  made 
that  possible,  again  I  thank  the  people  of 
Nevada. 

We  have  much  to  do  in  this  country.  I  do 
not  intend  to  meet  the  problems  of  our  grow- 
ing population  with  inaction  or  with  a  policy 
of  standing  pat,  or  looking  the  other  direc- 
tion, or  turning  back  on  reality,  because  if 
we  do  not  act  now,  our  children  are  going 
to  be  neglected  and  they  will  not  get  the 
best  education  in  the  world.    If  we  do  not 


act  now  our  highways  will  become  clogged 
with  trafEc.  Our  cities  will  decay.  Our 
streams  will  be  poisoned.  Our  dwindling 
natural  resources  will  be  wasted.  The  con- 
sequences of  apathy  and  indifference  will  be 
severe.  We  would  face  mounting  unem- 
ployment, a  faltering  economy,  and  growing 
tension  between  our  people. 

I  have  been  in  33  States  in  the  Union,  and 
I  can  honestly  and  genuinely  tell  you  that  I 
believe  the  American  people  want  their 
Government  to  be  prudent  and  careful,  but 
progressive.    And  I  know  they  want  action. 

We  also  have  challenges  abroad  that  must 
be  met  by  action  that  seeks  to  end  the  cold 
war  and  reduce  international  conflicts;  and 
to  create  the  conditions  of  peace  and  freedom 
and  justice.  I  believe  that  you  want  your 
Government  to  pursue  peace  with  every  pos- 
sible means  at  our  command. 

The  issues  are  clear:  Are  we  going  to  work 
together  to  resolve  the  problems  that  we  face 
at  home?  Are  we  going  to  close  our  eyes 
and  just  hope  they  go  away?  Are  we  going 
to  keep  on  seeking  ways  of  easing  world 
tensions  and  thereby  reducing  the  dangers 
of  nuclear  war?  Or  are  we  going  to  re- 
pudiate those  policies  and  walk  an  unknown, 
an  uncertain  and  dangerous  path  down 
through  the  edge  of  darkness? 

Well,  you  are  going  to  have  to  decide 
whether  you  support  the  foreign  policy  that 
has  maintained  freedom  since  World  War 
II,  when  Harry  Truman  worked  with  the 
Republicans  led  by  Arthur  Vandenberg; 
when  Dwight  Eisenhower  worked  with  the 
Democrats  led  by  Lyndon  Johnson  in  the 
Senate;  when  John  Fitzgerald  Kennedy 
worked  with  the  Republicans  led  by 
Everett  Dirksen. 

We  have  had  a  bipartisan  foreign  policy. 
We  have  taken  the  position  that  what  was 
good  for  America  was  good  for  us.  And 
you  are  going  to  have  to  decide  whether  you 
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want  to  junk  that  long,  successful  program 
and  chart  an  unknown  course  that  leads  you 
to  you  know  not  where. 

Well,  I  have  been  out  traveling  in  the 
country.  We  have  had  a  great  trip  across 
this  lovely  land  in  the  past  week.  We  started 
in  the  Midwest  last  Wednesday.  Then  we 
spent  Saturday  at  the  ranch.  Today  we 
started  in  Phoenix,  and  then  we  went  to 
Long  Beach,  and  San  Francisco,  and  now  we 
are  here  in  Nevada.  Tomorrow  we  are 
going  to  criss-cross  the  great  West — ^Nevada, 
Reno;  Montana,  Butte;  Wyoming,  Casper; 
Colorado,  Denver;  Idaho,  Boise. 

We  are  going  to  demonstrate  tomorrow 
how  the  great  West  can  be  won.  And  we 
hope  to  be  back  in  Washington  tomorrow 
night,  back  at  work  again.  And  we  will 
return  there  with  a  sense  of  renewal  that 
always  comes  from  the  sun  and  wind  of  the 
West. 

I  can  tell  you  this,  and  it  is  no  secret,  and 
it  is  not  off  the  record:  The  West  is  on  the 
move.  The  West  is  the  "Go-Go"  section  of 
America. 

In  my  grandfather's  time,  and  my  father's 
time,  the  West  was  an  isolated,  neglected 
region  of  this  Nation.  Tonight  the  windows 
of  the  West  are  open  to  the  world.  Tonight 
this  region  is  pushing  forward  to  realize  its 
real  greatness.  And  I  came  out  here  to 
Nevada  to  thank  you  for  '60,  to  ask  you  to 
send  me  Howard  Cannon,  and  to  promise 
you  that  the  region  is  pushing  forward  and 
that  we  are  going  to  keep  it  that  way  in 
Washington. 

I  know  some  people  don't  like  what  Wash- 
ington does.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  when 
things  don't  go  to  suit  me,  I  don't  like  it 
myself,  sometimes.  But  your  National 
Government  that  leads  you  in  fighting  our 
wars  and  preserving  our  peace  is  your  friend. 
Your  two  great  Senators  are  part  of  it,  a  big 
part  of  it.    It  is  your  friend;  it  is  not  your 


enemy. 

When  I  came  into  this  great  State  tonight, 
I  landed  on  a  beautiful  airstrip  that  was  built 
by  the  Federal  Government,  that  brings  a 
lot  of  people  to  Nevada.  They  land  there. 
I  came  down  a  beautiful  highway  that  the 
Federal  Government  helped  to  construct. 
I  came  here  to  a  beautiful  city  made  up  of 
fine,  progressive  people,  and  I  was  just 
thinking  when  Howard  Cannon  sat  back 
there  on  the  Space  Committee  with  me,  and 
we  worked  and  planned  and  thought  and 
deliberated  and  tried  to  help  with  the  Ne- 
vada test  site. 

And  I  think  my  service  as  chairman  of 
that  committee,  and  Howard's  service  on 
that  committee  with  me,  had  some  little 
something  to  do,  with  Alan's  help  and 
others,  with  employing  9,500  people  in  this 
State. 

Now,  I  wouldn't  talk  about  a  mean  old 
man  that  provided  that  many  jobs.  In  the 
first  place,  you  are  not  mean  people;  you  are 
happy  people.  You  are  hopeful  people. 
You  are  pioneers.  You  have  faith.  You 
look  to  the  future.  You  are  not  looking 
back  to  the  last  century.  You  are  looking 
forward  to  the  next  one.  Your  grandpa 
wasn't  a  cry  baby  and  your  daddy  wasn't 
either,  or  they  wouldn't  be  out  here  in  the 
land  of  the  West. 

Some  people  get  upset  and  frustrated,  and 
when  they  go  to  talking  about  the  other 
party,  and  they  want  to  get  the  ins  out  and 
they  want  to  get  a  man's  job,  like  Howard, 
and  have  them  take  their  place,  well,  they 
find  a  lot  of  things  that  are  wrong,  and  they 
have  a  lot  of  ugly  things  to  say  about  it.  But 
I  hope  you  all  won't  hold  that  against  them 
too  much  or  pay  too  much  attention  to  it. 
You  learn  to  expect  that. 

When  a  man  is  challenging  your  Senator, 
you  don't  expect  him  to  recommend  him 
very  highly.    He  has  to  try  to  find  some- 
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thing  wrong. 

You  know,  I  remember  back  when  I  was 
a  boy  in  the  early  1930's,  when  we  had  a 
lot  of  relief  kitchens  and  a  lot  of  soup  lines, 
and  a  lot  of  CCC  camps,  and  our  people 
didn't  have  any  jobs.  They  worked  for  a 
dollar  a  day.  We  had  to  give  our  wool 
away,  and  our  cotton  sold  for  5  cents  a 
pound.  We  had  some  things  to  say  about 
the  Government  then,  too.  But  it  was  a 
different  kind  of  government  then.  And  if 
it  ever  gets  back  in  that  shape  again,  I  am 
going  to  have  something  to  say  about  it. 

But  from  what  I  read  in  the  papers  about 
what  some  of  these  fellows  say  about  the 
Presidency,  it  looks  like  they  are  running 
against  it  instead  of  running  for  it. 

I  think  what  you  ought  to  do  with  Howard 
is  what  we  did  down  in  my  country  one 
time.  A  little  boy  was  picking  cotton  and 
he  left  in  the  middle  of  the  day  and  he 
didn't  show  up  until  weighing-in  time  late 
that  evening.  The  boss  said  to  him  when 
he  came  back,  "Where  in  the  dickens  have 
you  been  all  afternoon?"  And  he  said, 
"Well,  I  have  been  over  to  the  Old  Settlers 
Reunion."  The  boss  said,  "What  were  you 
doing  over  there?"  He  said,  "I  was  listen- 
ing to  United  States  Senator  Joseph  Weldon 
Bailey  make  a  speech." 

The  boss  said,  "The  Senator  didn't  speak 
all  afternoon,  did  he?"  The  boy  said,  "No, 
but  mighty  near,  mighty  near  all  afternoon." 

The  boss  said,  "Well,  what  did  the  Sena- 
tor speak  about  all  afternoon?"  The  little 
boy  scratched  his  head  and  said,  "Well,  boss, 
I  can't  recall  precisely  everything  the  Senator 
said,  but  the  general  tenor  of  his  remarks 
and  the  general  impression  that  I  got  from 
what  he  said  was  that  the  Senator  was  rec- 
ommending himself  most  highly." 

Now,  I  want  to  recommend  Senator  Can- 
non most  highly,  and  if  you  will  just  allow 
me,  I  would  like  to  put  in  a  little  recom- 


mendation for  myself  as  I  go  along. 

You  really  have  just  two  things  you  have 
to  decide,  but  you  are  the  boss  and  you  are 
going  to  decide.  I  am  not  going  to  tell 
you  how  to  decide  them.  I  could,  if  I 
wanted  to,  but  I  don't  want  to.  I  am  going 
to  tell  you  the  two  big  issues,  though. 

The  biggest  issue  in  your  life  is  peace, 
whether  we  are  able  to  live  with  the  other 
people  in  the  world.  You  are  either  going 
to  have  a  responsible  foreign  policy  or  an 
irresponsible  one.  Since  I  have  been  Presi- 
dent just  10  months,  they  have  killed  our 
soldiers  in  Panama. 

We  have  had  an  incident  at  Guantanamo 
where  they  took  our  base  and  turned  our 
water  off  so  our  boys  couldn't  get  any  water. 
You  will  remember  I  got  a  lot  of  advice  on 
how  to  handle  the  situation.  Some  of  them 
jumped  up  and  hollered,  mighty  upset  and 
frustrated,  and  said,  "Send  in  the  Marines." 

Well,  I  talked  to  the  Marines,  and  I  talked 
to  the  Joint  Chiefs  of  Staff,  and  all  the  smart 
men  we  had  around  Washington,  and  they 
deliberated,  and  we  carefully  looked  at  the 
problem  we  had.  We  finally  decided  that 
it  would  be  a  lot  wiser  and  more  prudent  to 
tell  one  little  admiral  to  go  over  there  and 
cut  that  water  off  than  to  send  in  all  the 
Marines.    And  that  is  what  we  did. 

And  we  told  Mr.  Castro  we  were  going 
to  make  that  base  self-sufficient.  We 
brought  in  our  own  machinery  and  now  we 
make  our  own  water  and  we  don't  have  to 
depend  on  him  for  the  water,  and  we  don't 
have  to  depend  on  the  Marines  either  to  go 
down  there  and  turn  it  on  or  off. 

We  have  some  problems  out  in  Viet-Nam. 
We  have  had  them  for  10  years  out  there. 
We  are  doing  the  best  we  can  with  them. 
We  are  trying  to  help  those  people  save 
their  freedom. 

And  freedom  is  on  the  march.  We  have 
a  bunch  of  new  nations  that  have  their 
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independence  that  have  thrown  off  colonial- 
ism. And  not  one  single  new  nation  has 
embraced  communism,  not  one.  And  the 
last  nation  to  go  Communist  was  Cuba  in 
1959. 

As  long  as  I  am  head  of  your  Government, 
we  are  going  to  press  forward  to  build  a 
better  life  for  all  of  our  people.  We  are 
going  to  keep  our  Nation  standing  strong 
and  steadfast  at  the  gate  of  freedom.  We 
are  the  mightiest  nation  in  all  the  world, 
and  we  are  going  to  stay  there.  But  we 
are  going  to  keep  our  guard  up,  but  our 
hand  out.  We  are  willing  to  go  anywhere, 
anytime,  talk  to  anyone,  to  try  to  reason  to- 
gether for  peace.  We  would  rather  talk 
than  fight. 

To  do  these  things,  I  can't  do  them  alone. 
No  one  man  can  lead  all  this  Nation.  All  I 
can  do  is  the  best  I  can.  I  need  you.  I  need 
your  help.  I  need  your  hand.  I  need  your 
heart.  I  need  your  prayers.  Because  we  are 
living  with  120  other  nations,  different 
colors,  different  religions,  different  customs, 
different  habits,  different  incomes. 

Do  you  know  half  of  the  nations  in  the 
world  have  an  income  of  less  than  $8  a 
month,  and  the  ancient  enemies  of  mankind 
have  their  hands  around  their  necks — dis- 
ease, illiteracy,  ignorance,  impoverishment. 

We  have  to  do  something  to  try  to  lead  the 
rest  of  the  world  because  if  a  peaceful  revolu- 
tion is  impossible,  a  violent  revolution  is 
inevitable.  And  that  is  what  we  are  trying 
to  do,  because  we  are  the  most  powerful 
nation  in  the  world.  We  have  the  moral 
obligation  to  do  unto  others  as  we  would 
have  them  do  unto  us. 

It  is  mighty  easy  to  issue  an  ultimatum 
and  tell  them  to  do  this  or  else.  You  can 
rattle  your  rockets.  We  have  more  than 
anyone — twice  as  many.  You  can  talk  about 
your  bombers,  with  the  nuclear  weapon  on 
them.    We  have  more  than  twice  as  many 


as  anyone. 

But  rattling  your  rockets  and  boasting 
about  your  bombers  and  issuing  ultimatums 
is  not  going  to  really  scare  anybody  or 
threaten  anybody,  or  really  bring  peace  to  the 
world.  I  sat  there  in  the  National  Security 
Council's  37  meetings  when  Mr.  KJirushchev 
had  his  missiles  in  Cuba,  and  I  never  left  my 
home  in  the  morning  knowing  whether  I 
would  see  my  wife  and  daughters  when  I  got 
back  that  night,  or  whether  I  would  get  back 
or  not. 

But  I  am  proud  to  tell  you  that  during 
that  period  we  were  cautious  and  we  were 
careful,  and  we  were  firm,  and  we  were 
mighty,  and  we  had  our  men  on  guard  and 
our  planes  in  the  air  and  our  bombs  loaded 
and  our  ships  at  sea  going  in  the  right 
direction.  And  the  coolest  man  at  that 
Cabinet  table  in  Washington  was  John  Fitz- 
gerald Kennedy,  the  President  of  the  United 
States. 

You  know  what  happened  there.  I  don't 
know  what  tomorrow  offers,  or  the  next 
week,  or  the  next  month.  I  wish  I  could 
give  you  assurance  for  the  days  ahead.  I  do 
know  that  we  have  much  to  preserve  and 
much  to  protect  and  much  to  be  thankful 
for,  that  we  are  a  blessed  people,  and  we 
ought  to  get  down  on  our  knees  and  thank 
the  good  Lord  for  the  opportunity  that  we 
have  here  in  America  and  the  freedom  that 
we  have  here  in  America. 

I  sometimes  wonder  about  all  these  folks 
that  talk  so  much  about  how  terrible  things 
are  in  America — ^where  it  is  they  would 
rather  live  than  here.  I  like  people  that  have 
faith  instead  of  fear.  I  like  people  that  love 
instead  of  hate.  I  like  people  that  can  find 
something  good  about  their  country  instead 
of  always  talking  about  things  that  are  bad 
about  their  country.  I  guess  that  is  why 
I  like  Nevada,  and  I  hope  that  is  why  Nevada 
likes  me. 
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In  3  weeks  you  have  to  determine  whether 
you  follow  a  policy  of  bipartisanship  that 
has  worked  for  20  years  and  has  saved  West- 
ern Europe,  that  has  maintained  our  posi- 
tion in  Asia,  that  has  helped  the  African 
Continent,  that  has  made  us  the  leader  of 
the  world,  or  whether  you  will  abandon  it 
and  go  to  evils  that  you  know  not  of. 

You  will  determine  policy,  whether  you 
will  follow  the  policy  that  has  72.5  million 
men  working,  the  largest  number  in  the  his- 
tory of  the  world,  at  the  highest  wages  they 
have  ever  been  paid;  that  has  20  million 
drawing  social  security  in  this  country  and 
living  in  decency  and  dignity;  that  has  cor- 
porations that  are  making  f  12  billion  more 
after  taxes  this  year  than  when  you  Ne- 
vadans  elected  John  Kennedy;  paying  $60 
billion  more  to  workers  in  this  country  after 
taxes  than  they  were  paying  when  you 
elected  John  Kennedy. 


You  have  to  determine  whether  you  want 
the  government  that  saved  $676  million  in 
the  month  of  July  and  the  month  of  August 
under  what  we  spent  last  July  and  August  a 
year  ago;  a  government  that  had  25,000  less 
Federal  employees  this  July  than  we  had  last 
July  a  year  ago. 

You  have  to  decide  whether  you  want  to 
keep  that  kind  of  management  or  whether 
you  want  to  turn  them  out.  That  is  your 
decision.  Whatever  your  decision  is,  I 
know  it  will  be  the  right  one,  and  I  know 
it  will  be  according  to  your  heart,  what  is 
best  for  your  country. 

Thank  you. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  8:50  p.m.  at  Conven- 
tion Center  in  Las  Vegas,  Nev.  His  opening  words 
"Mr.  Chairman"  referred  to  State  Senator  D. 
Mahlon  Brown,  chairman  of  the  State  "Citizens  for 
Johnson"  Committee.  Later  he  referred  to  Gov- 
ernor Grant  Sawyer  and  Senators  Alan  Bible  and 
Howard  W.  Cannon,  all  of  Nevada. 


653     Statement  by  the  President  on  the  Anniversary  of  the 
Nuclear  Test  Ban  Treaty.     October  ii,  1964 


ONE  YEAR  AGO  today,  the  Limited  Nu- 
clear Test  Ban  Treaty  came  into  force. 
Upon  deposit  of  separate  instruments  of 
ratification,  the  United  Kingdom,  the  Soviet 
Union,  and  the  United  States  consummated 
a  solemn  pledge  not  to  test  nuclear  weapons 
in  the  atmosphere,  in  outer  space,  and  in  the 
oceans.  The  world  embarked  on  the  first 
step  to  remove  the  threat  of  oblivion  that 
for  two  decades  has  stalked  the  earth. 

More  than  loo  nations  have  now  signed 
the  test  ban  treaty.  The  air  is  cleaner,  the 
world  is  safer,  and  the  hopes  for  peace  are  a 
little  brighter  because  of  this  act  of  com- 
monsense.  Next  week,  I  will  report  to  the 
Nation  on  our  progress  under  the  test  ban 
treaty. 

This  weekend,  in  our  homes  and  houses 


of  worship  throughout  the  land,  I  think  it 
appropriate  that  all  Americans  pause  to  mark 
in  gratitude,  in  pride,  and  in  prayer  the  his- 
toric anniversary  we  now  observe. 

note:  On  October  15,  the  day  before  the  detonation 
of  the  first  Chinese  nuclear  device  (see  Item  675), 
the  White  House  made  public  the  6th  report  by  the 
Federal  Radiation  Council  giving  up-to-date  infor- 
mation relating  to  fallout.  The  report  confirmed 
earlier  predictions  of  fallout  levels  and  concluded 
that  health  risks  from  radioactivity  in  food  for  the 
next  several  years  would  be  too  small  to  justify 
protective  actions  to  limit  the  intake  of  radionuclides 
through  the  diet.  The  report  indicated  the  follow- 
ing changes  in  the  fallout  situation  since  1963: 

1.  Short-lived  radionuclides  produced  by  nuclear 
testing,  iodine  131  and  strontium-89,  had  dis- 
appeared from  the  environment. 

2.  The  inventory  of  the  long-lived  nuclides 
strontium-90  and  cesium-137  in  the  atmosphere  by 
mid-1964  had  been  reduced  to  one-half  that  in 
January  1963,  at  the  end  of  the  last  test  series. 
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3.  Long-lived  nuclides  had  reached  a  delayed 
peak  in  die  diet  during  1964  and  would  decrease 
in  future  years. 

The  Council,  under  the  chairnianship  of  Secretary 
of  Health,  Education,  and  Welfare  Anthony  J. 
Celebrezze,  was  established  by  Executive  Order  10831 


of  August  14,  1959  (24  F.R.  6669,  3  CFR,  1959- 
1963  Comp.,  p.  365),  to  advise  the  President  with 
respect  to  radiation  matters  directly  or  indirectly 
affecting  health. 

The   President's   statement   of   October    11    was 
released  at  Austin,  Tex. 


654    Memorandum  Outlining  Some  of  the  Major  Issues 
of  the  Campaign.     October  ii,  1964 


I.  LAST  WEEK  in  my  television  address 
to  the  country  I  said  I  would  discuss  the 
issues  that  are  important  in  this  campaign. 
In  the  Midwest  and  the  South  I  put  partic- 
ular emphasis  on  social  security,  the  policies 
that  make  for  prosperity,  TVA,  and  the  fun- 
damental unity  of  the  country. 

Tomorrow  I  intend  to  talk  a  lot  about  my 
view  that  government  can  be  both  progres- 
sive and  compassionate  on  the  one  hand  and 
prudent  on  the  other. 

2.  The  reasons: 

( 1 )  People  want  a  frugal  government. 

(2)  To  be  responsible  in  fulfilling  unmet 
public  needs,  government  does  not  need  to 
be  a  reckless  spender. 

(3)  It  is  a  myth  that  the  Democratic  Party 
wants  to  spend  for  the  sake  of  spending. 

3.  Some  facts: 

(i)  My  first  full  budget — fiscal  1965 — 
lowers  instead  of  increases  expenditures — 
only  the  second  budget  in  10  years  to  do  so. 

— Reduces  instead  of  increases  the  number 
of  government  employees — the  first  budget 
to  do  so  in  8  years. 

(2)  Budget  expenditures  for  the  first  2 
months  of  this  fiscal  year  are  over  54  billion 
dollars  below  the  same  period  last  year. 

(3)  The  number  of  employees  in  July 
1964  was  25,000  below  the  same  month  in 
the  previous  year. 

(4)  I  have  asked  nondefense  agencies  to 
wage  a  war  against  waste,  like  Secretary 
McNamara  has  done  in  the  Department  of 


Defense.    We  expect  to  save  hundreds  of 
millions  annually. 

(5)  We  now  estimate  that  we  will  be 
able  to  reduce  budget  expenditures  in  fiscal 
1965  some  $676  million  below  our  original 
January  budget  estimate.  And  this  follows 
upon  our  accomplishment  in  the  fiscal  year 
just  ended  during  which  we  reduced  expend- 
itures $1.1  billion  below  the  original  budget 
submission. 

4.  I  don't  believe  any  administration  in 
modern  times  has  been  as  successful  as  we 
have  been  in  reducing  costs. 

(i)  Secretary  McNamara  predicted  he 
could  save  $1.5  billion — he  actually  saved 
$2.8  billion.  At  the  same  time  we  were 
greatly  improving  our  military  strength. 
(Fiscal  Year  1964) 

(2)  Jim  Webb  tells  me  he  believes  NASA 
will  save  $128  million  in  his  cost  reduction 
program — almost  $50  million  more  than  he 
expected  to  be  able  to  save. 

(3)  John  Gronouski  is  handling  more 
mail  with  fewer  employees — and  doing  it 
at  less  cost.  If  output  per  postal  worker 
today  were  the  same  as  in  1961,  the  cost  of 
operating  the  Post  Office  would  be  $140 
million  more  than  it  is. 

(4)  John  Gleason  has  revitalized  the  VA 
insurance  program  and  has  increased  the 
productivity  of  its  employees  by  24  percent, 

5.  The  crucial  fact  is  this:  a  "cut  cost" 
policy  does  not  mean  a  "do-nothing"  policy. 
Government's  challenge  is  to  reduce  costs, 
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curtail  less  urgent  activities,  and  find  other 
savings  which  will  permit  us  to  expand  es- 
sential services  or  start  important  new  serv- 
ices. 

(i)  For  the  last  3  years  over  70  percent  of 
the  increase  in  Federal  spending  went  for  3 
purposes:  (a)  a  stronger  defense,  (b)  space 
exploration,  (c)  uncontrollable  interest 
charges, 

(2)  Our  1965  austerity  program  permitted 
us  to  take  several  steps  to  improve  the 
Nation's  well-being,  promote  better  educa- 
tion, and  develop  our  natural  resources: 

— the  war  on  poverty 

— urban  mass  transportation 

— Housing  Act  of  1964 

— major  education  bills 

— ^Land  and  Water  Conservation  Fund 
Act 

— and  other  programs  designed  to  meet 
definite  needs  and  improve  the  lives  of 
our  people. 
Within  an  austere  total  budget,  therefore. 


we  have  been  able  by  practicing  rigorous 
economy  to  undertake  more  forward  look- 
ing programs  for  the  American  people  than 
at  any  time  in  recent  decades. 

6.  Summary 

This  is  one  of  the  most  important  issues 
of  the  campaign — ^whether  the  Government 
is  going  to  turn  its  back  on  the  mounting 
needs  of  a  growing  country  under  the  pre- 
tense of  a  "conservative  fiscal  philosophy" — 
or  whether  the  Government  is  going  to  serve 
the  interests  of  our  national  strength,  eco- 
nomic progress,  and  human  compassion. 

The  first  is  a  radical  philosophy.  The 
second  is  a  responsible  philosophy. 

EflBciency  in  government  should  be  not 
the  cause  of  stagnation  but  the  companion 
of  progress. 

And  that  is  why  I  intend  to  make  this  a 
major  theme  tomorrow. 

note:  The  memorandum  was  released  at  Long 
Beach,  Calif. 
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Governor  Sawyer,  Mrs,  Sawyer,  Senator 
Bible,  Senator  Cannon,  Congressman  Baring, 
distinguished  guests  on  the  platform,  my 
fellow  Americans: 

I  want  to  thank  you  so  very  much  for 
coming  out  here  in  Reno  today  and  extend- 
ing the  warm  hand  of  welcome  to  your 
friend  and  your  neighbor  who  has  come  to 
see  you  at  this  time  of  the  year.  I  came  out 
here  because  the  two  Senators  from  Nevada 
have  done  much  to  help  me  in  the  1 1  months 
that  I  have  been  President  to  pass  a  program 
for  the  benefit  of  all  Americans. 

Alan  Bible,  serving  on  Appropriations  and 
the  Interior  and  Small  Business  Committees, 
has  helped  us  to  have  one  of  the  most  eco- 


nomical sessions  of  Congress,  one  of  the 
most  progressive  sessions  of  Congress,  and 
one  of  the  most  conservation-minded  Con- 
gresses in  the  history  of  the  Republic. 

Howard  Cannon,  serving  on  the  Space 
Committee,  has  been  of  great  value  to  me 
in  connection  with  the  Nevada  test  site, 
which  is  the  largest  employer  in  the  State 
of  Nevada,  and  I  feel  that  in  the  next  ad- 
ministration— that  is  going  to  be  a  Demo- 
cratic House,  and  60-odd  Democratic 
Senators — that  the  State  of  Nevada  will  want 
Howard  Cannon  to  continue  his  Democratic 
service.  Nevada  needs  Howard  Cannon; 
the  U.S.A.  needs  Howard  Cannon;  and  LB  J 
needs  Howard  Cannon. 
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I  hope  the  people  of  Nevada  will  also  re- 
turn to  the  Congress  Congressman  Baring, 
who  has  had  a  distinguished  record  there, 
and  who  sits  on  the  platform  with  us  this 
morning  as  the  Democratic  nominee  in  this 
State. 

Grant  Sawyer  has  been  the  chairman  of 
the  Governors'  Conference  and  has  been 
very  helpful  to  your  President.  I  want  to 
express  to  him  and  to  all  of  you  my  deep 
gratitude  for  his  service  not  only  to  Nevada 
but  his  service  to  the  entire  Nation. 

Here  on  the  frontier  of  the  West,  the 
watchword  has  always  been  freedom.  But 
you  and  I  know  that  in  the  building  of  the 
West,  we  boasted  about  our  rights — but  we 
banked  on  our  responsibility. 

We  know  how  the  West  was  won.  It 
wasn't  won  by  men  on  horses  who  tried  to 
settle  every  argument  with  a  quick  draw 
and  a  shot  from  the  hip.  We  here  in  the 
West  aren't  about  to  turn  in  our  sterling 
silver  American  heritage  for  a  plastic  credit 
card  that  reads,  "Shoot  now;  pay  later." 

This  land  was  settled  and  made  to  prosper 
by  sober  and  responsible  men  and  women 
who  built  the  homes,  tilled  the  soil,  and 
looked  after  the  stock  and  raised  their  fam- 
ilies, and  let  the  drifters  be  the  ones  to  whoop 
it  up  on  Saturday  night. 

The  frontier's  story,  like  America's,  is 
that  people  aren't  free  for  very  long  unless 
they  are  also  responsible. 

We  didn't  build  this  Nation  by  everyone 
scratching  and  clawing  for  himself.  We 
built  it,  like  we  built  the  West,  by  pitching 
in  together  and  by  always  acting  responsibly. 

So  we  must  go  on  building  today.  There 
are  some  of  those  among  us  who  say  that 
"we,  the  people"  should  get  out  of  business, 
as  a  people,  acting  through  the  Government. 

Well,  I  say,  and  so  do  you,  that  "we,  the 
people"  are  going  to  stay  in  business  and 
"we,  the  Government"  are  going  to  do  to- 


gether the  things  that  we  can't  do  alone. 

One  candidate  is  roaming  around  the 
country  saying  what  a  terrible  thing  the  Gov- 
ernment is.  He  seems  to  be  running  against 
the  Office  of  President  instead  of  for  the 
Office  of  President. 

Somebody  better  tell  him  that  most  Amer- 
icans are  not  ready  to  trade  the  American 
eagle  in  for  a  plucked  banty  rooster. 

He  better  know  that  most  people  just  don't 
believe  the  United  States  Government  is  a 
foreign  power  or  an  enemy. 

You  feel  that  government  must  act  with 
restraint,  and  so  do  I.  You  feel  that  gov- 
ernment must  be  responsible,  and  so  do  I. 

We  have  a  Bill  of  Rights.  We  are  also 
developing  a  Bill  of  Responsibilities,  and 
that  will  be  the  guidepost  of  my  administra- 
tion. 

Article  I  of  the  Bill  of  Responsibilities  is 
that  government  must  be  prudent.  I  am  in 
favor  of  government  that  doesn't  take  in  a 
cent  it  doesn't  need  and  doesn't  spend  a  cent 
it  doesn't  have  to.  Instead  of  increasing 
Government  expenditures,  my  first  budget, 
the  first  Johnson  budget  to  the  Congress, 
calls  for  lower  expenditures — ^$1  billion 
lower — and  it  is  only  the  second  budget  in 
10  years  to  be  lower.  Instead  of  increasing 
the  number  of  Government  employees,  the 
Johnson  budget  calls  for  a  reduction,  and  it 
is  the  first  budget  to  reduce  Government  em- 
ployees in  8  years. 

This  is  a  fact  that  I  would  like  for  each  of 
you  to  remember:  During  the  first  2  months 
of  my  first  fiscal  year,  July  and  August  just 
passed,  the  Johnson  administration  spent 
%6y6  million  less  than  we  spent  last  July 
and  August.  And  this  July,  in  the  Johnson 
administration,  had  25,000  less  Federal  em- 
ployees on  the  payroll  than  we  had  in  July 
of  last  year,  i  year  ago.  I  intend  to  pursue 
the  same  course  of  efficiency  in  meeting  the 
needs  of  this  Nation. 
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Article  II  of  the  Bill  of  Responsibilities  is 
that  government — ^local,  State,  and  Federal — 
where  necessary,  must  keep  the  domestic 
peace.  There  is  no  place  and  there  must 
be  no  place  in  this  country  for  violence  or 
for  civil  disobedience. 

Article  III  is  that  the  Government  must 
keep  peace  in  the  woAd.  Peace  is  the  most 
important  subject  to  you  today.  We  are 
proud  that  history  has  thrust  upon  us  the 
responsibilities  of  leadership  for  the  free 
v^rorld.  And  the  United  States,  under  my 
leadership,  does  not  intend  to  retreat  from 
those  responsibilities. 

Article  IV  is  that  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  must  discharge  the  respon- 
sibilities of  leadership  throughout  the  free 
vi^orld  v^hich  history  has  thrust  upon  us. 

Article  V  of  the  Bill  of  Responsibilities 
says  that  v^e  must  encourage  and  permit  the 
American  economy  to  make  full  use  of  our 
farmlands  and  our  ranchlands,  and  full  use 
of  our  plant  capacity,  and  to  reach  full  em- 
ployment. I  am  glad  to  say  that  per  capita- 
wise,  the  Federal  Government  has  more  peo- 
ple working  for  it  in  Nevada  than  any  other 
State  in  the  Union,  and  I  hope  that  you  like 
your  employer. 

Article  VI  says  that  we  are  responsible  for 
seeing  to  it  that  our  children,  all  of  our  chil- 
dren, of  all  races,  of  all  colors,  of  all  religions, 
from  all  families,  get  all  the  education  they 
can  use. 

Article  VII  says  that  we  will,  as  stewards — 
and  Theodore  Roosevelt  said  it  is  the  duty 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  be 
the  steward  of  all  the  people — ^we  will,  as 
stewards,  preserve  and  develop  our  natural 
resources.  America  the  beautiful  is  our  in- 
heritance. We  want  projects  like  Lake 
Tahoe.  It  is  also  our  responsibility  to  de- 
velop them. 

Article  VIII  of  the  Bill  of  Responsibilities 
is  that  we  will  see  to  it  that  every  person  who 


lives  a  productive,  useful  working  life  en- 
joys a  secure  and  a  meaningful  older  age. 
And  that  means  that  the  20  million  now  on 
social  security  are  going  to  be  protected,  and 
we  are  going  to  make  the  system  stronger, 
not  weaker,  and  we  are  not  about  to  make 
it  voluntary,  either. 

Article  IX  is  that  we  will  draw  no  false 
lines  through  our  society,  on  the  basis  of  race, 
religion,  national  origin,  sex,  or  age. 

Finally,  it  is  our  responsibility  to  be  sure 
the  channels  of  democratic  action  are  kept 
clear  and  clean  so  that  Government  is  the 
people's  servant,  not  the  people's  master. 

By  working  together,  by  acting  respon- 
sibly, we  know  we  can  do  the  things  we 
cannot  do  alone.  We  have  learned  that  by 
working  together,  by  acting  responsibly,  we 
can  make  the  Bill  of  Rights  come  to  life  and 
come  true.  And  that  is  what  a  Bill  of  Re- 
sponsibilities can  mean — not  less  personal 
freedom,  but  more  personal  freedom. 

Do  you  know  that  more  people  have  more 
freedom  in  the  world  today  than  they  have 
ever  had  before?  Do  you  know  that  Amer- 
icans have  more  freedom  today  than  they 
have  ever  had  before?  We  were  not  very 
free  in  1932  when  the  Hoover  administra- 
tion had  us  burning  our  old  cows  and  giving 
our  wool  away,  and  selling  our  cotton  for 
5  cents,  and  we  had  soup  lines  all  over  the 
country. 

We  are  much  freer  today  with  72  million 
people  working  at  high  wages,  getting  |6o 
billion  more  after  taxes  for  their  work,  and 
the  corporations  making  f  12  billion  more 
after  taxes  than  they  did  in  i960. 

That  gives  you  an  economic  freedom  that 
means  a  lot  to  your  personal  life.  And  that 
is  what  our  free  enterprise  system  of  gov- 
ernment gives  us,  and  that  is  why  I  am  so 
glad  that  in  all  the  nations  that  have  thrown 
off  colonialism,  not  one  single  nation  has 
joined  communism.    The  last  nation  that 
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was  lost  to  the  Communists  was  lost  in  Cuba 
in  1959. 

So  that  is  what  our  American  form  of 
government  is  all  about,  that  is  the  kind  of 
responsible  government  that  we  have  had, 
when  we  made  the  greatest  advances  for  per- 
sonal freedom  and  prosperity  in  this  coun- 
try. And  that  is  the  kind  of  responsible 
government  that  I  am  going  to  continue  if  I 
am  selected  as  your  President.  Working 
together  with  the  people  of  Nevada,  that 
great  democratic  State  leading  the  way,  we 
will  continue  it. 

We  have  about  six  States  to  go  into  today, 
and  we  must  run  along.  But  I  do  want  to 
tell  you  that  it  means  a  lot  to  me  to  see  this 
many  people  this  early  in  the  morning,  in 
this  small  State,  out  to  see  their  President. 
It  is  not  a  tribute  to  the  President;  it  is  a 
tribute  to  the  people  of  Reno,  Nev. 

I  don't  know  who  your  chief  of  police  is, 
and  I  want  to  stay  in  good  with  him — ^at 
least  until  I  get  out  of  his  jurisdiction — ^but 
I  do  want  him  to  come  up  here  and  take  ofl 
those  Goldwater  glasses  and  take  another 
look  at  this  crowd,  because  I  look  through 
those  glasses  sometimes  myself.  But  it 
looks  like  to  me  that  I  see  here  the  largest 
15,000  crowd  that  I  have  ever  seen  in  all  of 
my  campaigning.  And  I  know  I  never  saw 
a  friendlier  crowd.  I  hope  I  am  right  in 
assuming  that  it  is  a  Democratic  crowd. 

It  is  less  than  3  weeks  until  the  election, 
and  you  can  do  something  these  last  20  days, 
and  we  want  you  to  do  it.  We  think  that 
the  time  to  show  America  and  show  the 
world  dramatically,  effectively,  and  over- 
whelmingly that  the  American  people  be- 
lieve in  a  responsible,  bipartisan  foreign 
policy,  and  responsible  leadership  and  pros- 
perity in  this  country  is  in  the  next  20  days. 
Won't  you  join  me  ? 


Well,  anyway,  I  just  want  you  to  know, 
whatever  your  crowd  is — ^maybe  I  am  look- 
ing through  Goldwater  glasses — I  will  tell 
you  this:  I  thought  the  crowd  last  night 
was  just  the  most  wonderful  crowd  I  had 
ever  seen  in  Nevada,  but  the  crowd  this 
morning  is  a  lot  larger,  or  something  has 
happened  to  me  overnight. 

Flash — ^Flash — ^Flash — Correction :  They 
just  brought  me  a  message  and  said  the  chief 
of  police  said  50,000,  not  15,000. 

Well,  I  want  to  apologize.  It  is  not  the 
chief  of  police  that  has  on  Goldwater  glasses; 
it  is  Howard  Cannon  that  needs  a  hearing 
aid.  Didn't  you  say  15,000,  Howard? 
Well,  he  said  it  was  a  slip  of  the  tongue. 

Anyway,  folks,  I  don't  need  to  tell  you 
how  much  I  think  of  your  people.  I  came 
out  here  many  years  ago  to  ask  you  to  elect 
Alan  Bible.  He  is  one  of  the  great  men  of 
the  Senate.  I  came  out  here  to  ask  you  to 
help  elect  Howard  Cannon.  No  two  men 
from  any  State  in  the  Union  have  worked 
more  for  the  people,  have  been  more  bi- 
partisan, have  tried  to  do  what  is  best  for 
America  more  than  these  two  stalwart  sons 
of  this  small  State. 

I  hate  to  say  it,  but  Texas  used  to  be  the 
largest  State  in  the  Union,  but  we  can  pro- 
duce only  one  Democratic  Senator  while  the 
smallest  State  in  the  Union  produces  two 
big  ones.  I  hope  you  will  send  them  back 
to  help  me  with  my  program.  I  hope  you 
will  send  Walt  Baring  back  there  to  help 
me  with  my  program. 

In  the  meantime,  I  must  run  along,  but 
I  do  want  to  tell  you,  thank  you  very  much. 

Good  luck,  goodby,  God  bless  you  all. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  9:57  a.m.  at  the 
State  Building  in  Reno,  Nev.  In  his  opening  words 
he  referred  to  Governor  and  Mrs.  Grant  Sawyer, 
Senators  Alan  Bible  and  Howard  W.  Cannon,  and 
Representative  Walter  S.  Baring,  all  of  Nevada. 
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6^6    Remarks  at  the  Civic  Center  in  Butte. 
October  12,  1964 


Mr,  Chairman,  Senator  Mansfield,  Mrs. 
Mansfield,  Senator  Metcalf,  Congressman 
Olsen,  the  next  Governor  of  Montana, 
Roland  Renne,  ladies  and  gentlemen,  boys 
and  girls: 

I  haven't  been  here  very  long,  but  I  don't 
have  to  be  here  very  long  now  to  see  how 
the  West  is  going  to  be  won. 

It's  great  to  be  in  Montana  again.  My 
grandfather  once  drove  cattle  up  here  from 
Texas,  but  he  went  back  home.  He  said  it 
was  too  cold  for  him  up  here. 

Well,  there  is  nothing  cold  about  your  wel- 
come here  today — and  I  thank  each  of  you 
from  the  bottom  of  a  grateful  heart. 

I  am  very  proud  to  be  in  Maureen  Mans- 
field's home  town,  and  it  is  nice  to  see  her 
husband,  too. 

Mike  Mansfield,  the  pride  of  Montana  and 
the  Nation,  was  the  leader  of  the  Senate 
during  its  most  productive  session  in  this 
century.  He  possesses  those  two  qualities 
that  especially  belong  to  a  leader — reason 
and  calm  judgment.  And  I  know  that  you 
are  going  to  let  us  have  him  back  in  Wash- 
ington where  all  the  Nation  needs  him. 

It  would  be  such  a  wonderful  thing  for 
you  to  do,  such  a  kind  and  deserving  thing 
to  do,  if  you  would  send  Mike  Mansfield 
back  to  the  Senate  by  the  largest  majority 
per  capita  of  any  Senator  elected  this  year. 
That  would  show  that  you  home  folks  ap- 
prove of  the  leadership  of  your  home  boy, 
and  that  would  be  a  signal  to  the  rest  of  the 
Nation  to  get  behind  that  leadership. 

I  have  come  to  Butte  today  to  set  the  is- 
sues of  this  campaign  before  the  American 
people.  I  have  come  here  this  morning  to 
talk  to  you  about  responsible  government. 

Four  years  ago  June,  the  unemployment 
rate  in  this  area  was  almost   14  percent. 


Since  John  Fitzgerald  Kennedy  was  sworn 
in  as  President,  that  rate  has  been  cut  in  half. 
It  has  been  cut  because  of  the  economic  pol- 
icies for  all  the  people  that  have  kept  this 
country  moving  ahead. 

And  I  intend  to  keep  this  country  moving 
ahead. 

Our  fathers  and  our  grandfathers  came  out 
here  to  build  the  West.  They  built  an  em- 
pire, but  it  was  an  isolated  empire,  and  it 
faced  the  hardships  of  economic  isolation. 

Today  the  westerner  is  linked  to  all  the 
world.  Our  State  and  national  and  local 
governments,  working  together,  have  tamed 
our  rivers,  have  provided  cheap  barge  trans- 
portation, and  we  send  the  products  of  the 
West  around  the  globe.  They  have  built  an 
unmatched  highway  system,  a  concrete  tie-in 
between  the  West  and  the  rest  of  the  Nation. 
And  I  call  this  responsible  government. 

Your  Yellowtail  Dam  is  near  completion. 
Recently,  Prime  Minister  Pearson  of  Canada 
and  I  signed  the  Columbia  River  Treaty. 
Under  that  treaty  we  will  build  the  Libby 
Dam.  Those  two  dams  together  with  two 
more — Hungry  Horse  and  the  Fort  Peck 
Dam — will  give  this  region  the  water  and  the 
power  that  it  needs  to  create  new  industries, 
and  that  means  new  jobs  for  the  people. 

But  we  are  not  satisfied.  We  don't  want 
97  percent  of  Montana's  labor  force  em- 
ployed. We  want  all  of  Montana's  men 
working.  We  will  not  be  satisfied  with  just 
80  percent  of  Montana's  families  living  well. 
We  want  all  of  Montana's  families  living 
well. 

This  administration  stands  ready  to  meet 
its  responsibilities  to  the  people  of  Montana 
and  to  the  people  of  the  Nation.  That  means 
creating  new  jobs.  That  means  providing 
tax  cuts  as  we  did  this  year,  and  as  we  will 
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next  year. 

The  National  Government,  however,  can- 
not, and  it  should  not,  do  it  all. 

Your  local  governments  and  your  State 
governments  must  w^ork  together  w^ith  us, 
and  they  v^ill  work  together  with  us  under 
the  leadership  of  your  next  Governor,  Ro- 
land Renne. 

And  I  want  to  thank  you  for  sending  Con- 
gressman Olsen  to  Washington  because  he 
has  been  a  good  team  player  and  he  has 
helped  us  build  the  Nation.  Thank  you 
very  much. 

It  is  very  unusual  for  any  State,  much  less 
a  small  State,  to  supply  the  two  Senators  that 
are  in  the  Senate  most  of  the  time,  but  Lee 
Metcalf  presides  over  the  Senate  more  than  I 
did  when  I  was  Vice  President.  And  he  is 
doing  a  wonderful  job  and  making  a  fine 
record. 

These  men  work  with  each  other  and  love 
each  other,  and  they  don't  hate  each  other 
and  they  don't  spend  any  time  fighting  each 
other.  They  are  not  men  of  little  purpose. 
They  are  not  men  that  fear,  men  that  doubt, 
men  that  hate.  They  are  men  of  faith. 
They  are  men  of  hope.  They  are  men  that 
love.  And  isn't  it  better  to  be  a  nation  of 
lovers  than  a  nation  of  haters? 

You  don't  know  how  much  better  it  makes 
me  feel  to  look  into  the  faces  of  people  that 
look  like  they  just  stuck  in  their  thumb  and 
pulled  out  a  plum,  instead  of  looking  at 
someone  that  looks  like  he  had  a  teaspoon 
full  of  vinegar. 

You  know,  we  have  a  wonderful  group  of 
people  in  America.  We  have  good  Demo- 
crats, we  have  good  Republicans,  we  have 
good  Independents,  we  have  good  whatnots, 
but  in  this  campaign,  I  found  yesterday  how 
to  pick  a  fellow  that  was  really  opposing  me. 

We  drove  15  miles  from  the  airport  to 
where  I  was  speaking.  The  police  esti- 
mated that  we  saw  between  a  million  and 


a  million  and  a  half  people.  That  is  why 
I  ran  2  hours  late  all  day  long.  But  about 
every  mile  and  a  half  I  would  see  three  or 
four  or  five  that  I  knew  weren't  going  to 
vote  for  me.  And  I'll  bet  you  you  don't 
know  how  I  knew  they  weren't — because 
they  just  looked — [the  President  grimace d^. 

They  were  unhappy  at  home,  and  you 
could  see  it  in  their  countenances.  They 
were  unhappy  in  California,  and  you  could 
see  it  written  all  over  their  faces. 

They  were  unhappy  with  their  country. 
You  would  think  they  were  running  against 
the  Presidency  instead  of  for  it.  They  are 
unhappy  with  the  world,  and  they  are  going 
to  be  unhappy  on  November  3. 

But  I  like  happy  people.  I  like  smiling 
faces.  I  like  people  who  love  their  country 
and  who  believe  in  it,  and  who  look  forward 
to  living  in  the  year  2000,  when  the  average 
income  of  a  family  will  be  $15,000  a  year; 
when  we  will  cross  the  oceans  on  top  of 
the  water  and  under  the  water  with  our 
cargo,  when  we  will  have  a  new  world 
opening  up  to  us  in  the  space  field. 

Oh,  it  is  such  a  wonderful,  hopeful  pros- 
pect that  now  I  am  trying  to  get  the  doctors 
to  find  out  how  they  can  control  heart  dis- 
ease, and  cancer,  and  stroke,  and  all  the 
things  that  kill  men  early.  I  want  to  be 
around  in  the  year  2000  to  enjoy  it,  and  I 
know  I  am  going  to  enjoy  it  if  I  am  here. 

And  I  sure  want  to  be  happy  when  I  enjoy 
it  because  it  must  not  be  very  pleasant  to 
have  to  take  these  dyspeptic  pills.  And  you 
don't  take  them  if  you  really  look  and  see 
what  America  has  done  during  your  lifetime 
and  mine. 

The  world  is  growing  smaller,  though. 
You  live  out  here  in  the  wide  open  spaces. 
But  spacecraft  girdle  the  globe.  And  in 
this  nuclear  age  the  fate  of  all  mankind  is 
linked  together. 

But  America  is  going  to  meet  her  respon- 
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sibilities  to  mankind.  We  met  them  last 
year  with  the  nuclear  test  ban  treaty,  the 
first  glimmer  of  light  at  the  end  of  a  black 
tunnel. 

President  Eisenhower  worked  for  that 
treaty. 

President  Kennedy  negotiated  it  and  rati- 
fied it.  And  responsible  leaders  of  both 
political  parties  approved  it  in  the  United 
States  Senate. 

Senator  Mike  Mansfield  and  Lee  Metcalf 
are  Democrats  and  they  come  from  Montana. 
Senator  Everett  Dirksen  is  a  Republican 
and  he  comes  from  Illinois.  But  these  Sen- 
ators, these  men  who  put  their  country  first, 
worked  together  for  all  mankind  and  they 
got  that  treaty  approved  by  an  overwhelm- 
ing vote. 

Not  far  from  where  we  are  meeting  stands 
a  150-unit  Minuteman  missile  complex  that 
is  soon  to  be  expanded,  and  it  is  a  symbol 
of  our  determination  to  pursue  peace  through 
strength.  Peace  is  the  most  important  sub- 
ject to  every  man,  woman,  and  child  in  this 
hall. 

But  you  will  meet  your  responsibilities  to 
mankind  best  in  the  3  v^^eeks  that  are  re- 
maining between  now  and  November  3d, 
and  in  the  years  ahead,  by  conducting  your- 
selves as  responsible  leaders  of  the  world, 
of  the  free,  that  we  are. 

Because  good  politics  is  good  government. 
If  you  will  do  what  is  best  for  America,  you 
will  do  what  is  best  for  your  party  and  for 
yourself. 

I  haven't  come  out  here  to  reflect  on 
your  intelligence  with  a  lot  of  name-call- 
ing or  mudslinging,  or  muckraking.  On 
November  3d  you  are  going  to  decide  be- 
tween two  parties,  you  are  going  to  decide 
between  two  leaders,  you  are  going  to  de- 
cide whether  you  want  our  foreign  policy, 
which  has  been  bipartisan  since  World  War 
II,  to  continue. 


It  was  Arthur  Vandenberg  that  worked 
as  a  Republican  with  Harry  Truman,  a 
Democrat. 

It  was  Lyndon  Johnson  and  Mike 
Mansfield,  as  leaders  of  the  Senate,  Demo- 
crats, that  worked  with  Dwight  David  Eisen- 
hower, as  a  Republican. 

It  was  Everett  Dirksen  that  worked  with 
John  Fitzgerald  Kennedy. 

But  we,  both  Democrats  and  Republicans, 
have  worked  together  to  make  America  re- 
sponsible and  to  make  America  united. 

If  I  am  elected,  I  shall  continue  that  policy. 
I  will  try  to  unite  our  people;  I  will  never  try 
to  divide  them.  I  will  try  to  bring  our  peo- 
ple together;  I  will  never  separate  them.  I 
will  try  to  get  our  people  to  love  thy  neigh- 
bor as  thyself,  instead  of  hate  thy  neighbor 
and  distrust  everybody. 

And  I  predict  if  I  am  elected,  that  the  ex- 
treme groups  that  have  infected  this  country, 
the  spotlight  of  publicity  will  be  put  on  them. 
And  the  Klan  and  the  Birch  Society  and 
those  others  who  preach  hate  will  have  their 
robes  pulled  open  where  the  American  peo- 
ple can  see  them. 

Because  a  long  time  ago  it  was  said, 
"United  we  stand,  divided  we  fall."  That 
statement  was  true  then  and  it's  truer  today. 

I  have  tried  to  set  before  the  American 
people  the  basic  issues  of  this  campaign — 
leadership,  responsibility,  unity,  peace,  pros- 
perity. And  on  November  3d  I  think  that 
you  are  going  to  choose  an  administration 
that  you  believe  is  responsible. 

Do  you  know,  I  have  been  President  only 
10  months.  I  had  to  assume  this  office  on  a 
moment's  notice.  I  didn't  have  any  chance 
to  reflect  and  retrace  my  steps,  and  make 
additional  preparation,  and  go  to  the  library. 
I  had  to  act,  and  act  immediately.  And  I 
said  to  you  then  and  I  repeat  today,  with 
God's  help,  with  your  prayers,  with  the 
unity  of  all  of  our  people,  I  will  do  the  best 
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I  can.  I  have  done  the  best  I  could  for  all 
Americans. 

Montana  is  a  peaceful  State.  Since  I  was 
a  little  boy,  I  have  seen  Montana  Senators 
stand  up  and  try  to  fight  to  lead  the  Nation — 
Tom  Walsh,  Burt  Wheeler,  Mike  Mansfield, 
Lee  Metcalf . 

But  a  few  months  ago,  I  sat  in  the  National 
Security  Council  when  Mr.  Khrushchev  had 
his  missiles  in  Cuba,  and  I  never  left  home 
a  single  morning  to  attend  37  meetings  of 
that  Council  that  I  knew  I  would  ever  see 
my  wife  and  daughters  again  that  night. 

I  saw  strong  men  sit  around  the  table  and 
debate  about  what  course  we  should  pursue. 
I  heard  men  say,  "Let's  move,"  and  we  put 
our  bombers  in  the  skies,  loaded  with  their 
bombs.  We  put  our  ships  on  the  sea,  and 
our  submarines  under  the  water,  and  we 
moved  in  the  directions  where  we  thought 
they  might  be  needed. 

But  that  order  that  would  take  us  into 
war  and  would  destroy  and  snuff  out  300 
million  lives  was  not  given,  because  the 
coolest  man  in  Washington  sat  at  the  head 
of  that  Cabinet  table,  and  his  name  was  John 
Fitzgerald  Kennedy. 

He  remembered,  and  I  have  not  forgotten, 
that  you  expected  him  to  be  a  man  of  care 
and  caution;  that  you  expected  him  to  be  a 
man  of  patience  who  wanted  to  preserve  the 
world;  that  you  had  selected  him  with  his 
thumb  to  be  in  the  vicinity  of  that  button; 
and  when  he  mashed  that  button,  you  knew 
that  he  would  know  that  there  was  nothing 
left  to  do  but  do  it. 

But  he  never  got  that  thumb  on  that  but- 
ton because  he  was  calm,  because  he  was 
patient,  because  he  was  reasonable,  because 
he  analyzed  the  other  man  until  the  point 
was  reached  that  these  two  leaders,  as  Secre- 
tary Rusk  said,  stood  there  eyeball  to  eyeball, 
until  they  both  realized  that  there  was 
nothing  to  gain  for  anybody  by  killing  300 


million  human  beings. 

So  you  have  3  weeks  now  to  decide.  You 
will  decide  which  thumb  you  expect  to  be 
in  the  vicinity  of  that  button.  You  will  de- 
cide which  voice  you  want  to  pick  up  that 
"hot  line"  if  Moscow  calls.  You  will  decide 
who  you  want  to  lead  this  Nation  in  its  re- 
lations with  other  nations.  You  will  decide 
what  you  want  to  do  about  the  prosperity 
and  the  programs  we  have  now. 

I  don't  know  what  you  will  decide.  I 
am  not  even  going  to  recommend. 

But  I  am  going  to  tell  you  a  story  of  an 
old  boy  that  works  in  a  store  down  in  my 
country  where  we  go  to  buy  our  groceries. 
He  said  the  salesmen  come  through  every 
day  and  say,  "Are  you  for  Johnson  or  that 
other  fellow  that  is  running  against  him?" 

He  said  he  finally  got  so  tired  of  answer- 
ing so  many  questions  that  he  went  out  to  the 
little  local  bank  and  bought  him  15  Kennedy 
half  dollars,  and  he  put  them  in  his  pocket. 
He  said,  "Now  when  the  salesman  comes 
in  and  says,  *How  is  this  country  going? 
Is  this  Johnson  country  or  what  kind  of 
country  is  it?' "  he  said,  "I  don't  even  an- 
swer him.  I  just  ratde  those  15  half  dollars 
and  say,  'I  like  it  pretty  well  as  it  is.'  " 

So  you  will  decide  whether  we  will  move 
forward,  whether  we  will  face  up  to  our  re- 
sponsibilities both  at  home  and  abroad, 
whether  we  will  build  a  better  life  for  our 
families  and  our  children,  whether  we  will 
build  a  safer  world  for  all  human  beings, 
whether  we  will  build  a  peaceful  world  for 
all  mankind. 

That  will  be  your  dedsion.  The  Ameri- 
can people  don't  ask  much.  They  ask  their 
leaders  to  keep  their  guard  up  but  their 
hand  out.  They  ask  their  leaders  to  be 
firm,  but  to  be  understanding  and  to  be 
patient,  and  not  to  be  hotheaded.  They  ask 
their  leaders  to  try  to  make  it  possible  for 
every  child  to  get  the  education  he  can  take, 
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every  family  to  have  a  roof  over  their  heads, 
everybody  to  have  clothes  to  cover  him  and 
food  to  sustain  him. 

And  as  the  great  labor  leader,  Phil  Murray, 
one  time  said,  "The  American  people  don't 
ask  for  much — 2l  school  for  their  children, 
a  church  for  them  to  w^orship  in  according 
to  the  dictates  of  their  ovjn  conscience,  a 
picture  on  the  wall,  and  a  rug  on  the  floor 
and  a  little  music  in  the  house." 

I  believe  that  this  is  Democratic  country. 
Am  I  right? 

Well,  I  have  four  more  appearances  in 
four  more  States  today,  and  I  v^ill  be  getting 


on  my  way.  But  you  have  your  job  to  do 
in  the  next  3  weeks,  so  let's  get  on  and  get 
going,  and  get  doing  it. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  12:45  P«in»  at  the 
Civic  Center  in  Butte,  Mont.  In  his  opening  words 
he  referred  to  Joseph  Shea,  chairman  of  the  State 
Democratic  Committee,  Senator  and  Mrs.  Mike 
Mansfield,  Senator  Lee  Metcalf,  Representative  Ar- 
nold Olsen,  and  Roland  Renne,  Democratic  candi- 
date for  Governor,  all  of  Montana.  Later  he  re- 
ferred to  Prime  Minister  Lester  B.  Pearson  of  Can- 
ada, Senator  Everett  McKinley  Dirksen  of  Illinois, 
former  Senators  Thomas  J.  Walsh  and  Burton  K. 
Wheeler  of  Montana,  Secretary  of  State  Dean  Rusk, 
and  Philip  Murray,  president  of  the  Congress  of  In- 
dustrial  Organizations,    1 940-1 952. 
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Senator  McGee;  Teno  Roncalio;  my  old 
friend,  former  Senator  Joe  HicJ{ey;  my  close 
and  able  assistant,  MiJ{e  Manatos,  from  Roc\ 
Springs;  ladies  and  gentlemen;  boys  and 
girls: 

This  looks  to  me  like  it  is  Democratic 
country.  I  know  now  how  we  are  going  to 
win  the  West — right  here. 

I  have  come  out  here  today  to  discuss  our 
economy  and  to  satisfy  my  wife. 

She  came  out  here  last  month — and  she 
hasn't  stopped  talking  about  it  ever  since. 

But  Wyoming  is  familiar  territory.  As 
Gale  told  you,  I  visited  here  6  years  ago.  I 
asked  you  to  give  us  your  help,  give  us  your 
hand,  give  us  your  heart,  send  a  young  man 
to  Washington  that  was  young  enough  to  do 
the  job  and  able  enough  to  get  it  done.  You 
did  it.    I  want  you  to  send  him  back. 

Today  Gale  McGee  holds  6  years'  senior- 
ity on  the  most  powerful  committee  in  the 
Congress,  the  Appropriations  Committee. 
And  I  don't  believe  you  people  want  to 
change  horses  after  you  have  one  that  is 
reliable,  you  have  one  that  gets  the  job  done. 


you  have  one  that  loves  your  State,  and  you 
have  one  that  your  President  needs  to  help 
him  keep  peace  in  the  world. 

Today  Gale  McGee  holds  a  place  as  my 
trusted  friend  and  confidant. 

Today  Gale  McGee  is  one  of  the  most 
able  Senators  in  Washington. 

When  beef  prices  went  into  a  slump,  we 
had  a  drought  all  over  the  country,  our  cat- 
tle prices  started  going  down.  Gale  McGee 
went  into  action.  Instead  of  just  beefing 
about  it,  and  being  a  crybaby,  he  did  some- 
thing for  beef. 

He  started  the  biggest  promotion  of  beef 
ever  done  in  this  country,  and  he  has  not 
only  done  it  in  this  country,  he  has  done  it 
all  over  the  world  where  we  are  now 
shipping  some  of  our  catde.  Yes,  he  pushed 
beef  exports.  He  got  us  to  buy  more  beef 
for  our  soldiers,  more  for  our  schools  and 
more  for  our  people  in  need. 

He  started  to  work  reducing  imports. 
We  set  up  a  Presidential  commission  to  study 
the  marketing  practices  of  food  chains,  and 
he  is  a  member  of  that  commission  and  a 
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very  able  one. 

Today,  for  the  first  time  in  2  years,  im- 
ports are  down  and  prices  of  fat  beef  are 
going  up.  This  rising  trend  will  reach  the 
feeder  cattle  people  and  we  do  not  intend  to 
stop  until  it  does.  I  am  proud  of  what  Gale 
McGee  has  done  to  help  the  cowmen  of 
America. 

This  is  the  kind  of  responsible  government 
your  President  believes  in. 

Responsible  government  means  prudent 
government.  And  that  is  why,  as  your 
President,  I  have  waged  an  all-out  attack 
against  waste  in  government.  That  is  why 
the  first  day  I  went  in  as  your  President,  I 
said  I  will  say  to  the  taxpayers  of  this  coun- 
try I  am  going  to  give  you  a  dollar's  value 
for  every  dollar  spent.  That  means  spend- 
ing your  tax  dollars  only  where  they  need 
to  be  spent. 

Some  people  laughed  when  I  started  sav- 
ing on  light  bulbs  around  the  White  House 
and  turning  out  a  few  lights  and  chandeliers. 
But  they  quit  laughing  at  me  when  the  De- 
fense Department  savings  reached  $2,800 
million.    They  didn't  laugh  at  me. 

They  quit  laughing  when  other  depart- 
ments managed  to  save  more  than  $400  mil- 
lion this  year,  and  the  year  is  not  over  yet. 
They  didn't  laugh  so  hard  when  we  cut  this 
year's  budget  nearly  $1  billion  under  last 
year's  budget. 

They  didn't  laugh  so  much  when  this 
July  we  had  25,000  fewer  employees  working 
for  the  Federal  Government  than  we  had 
July  a  year  ago. 

So  prudent  government,  careful  govern- 
ment, businessman  government  has  tight- 
ened its  belt.  We  have  streamlined  its  op- 
erations. We  have  begun  to  do  a  better  job 
for  less  money. 

But  responsibility  means  more  than  that. 
And  that  is  why  Gale  McGee  and  I  have  been 
working  to  build  Wyoming's  prosperity. 


We  passed  the  wilderness  bill  to  help 
preserve  nature's  wealth  in  Wyoming  and 
the  West. 

You  know  how  Gale  McGee  voted,  and 
you  know  how  my  opponent  voted.  My 
opponent  voted  "no." 

We  passed  the  biggest  tax  cut,  a  $12  billion 
tax  cut,  in  the  history  of  the  Nation. 

You  know  how  Gale  McGee  voted,  and 
you  know  how  my  opponent  voted.  He 
voted '*no." 

We  passed  a  bill  for  higher  education  to 
help  meet  the  needs  of  our  children,  needs 
which  have  doubled  in  the  last  10  years. 

You  know  how  Gale  McGee  voted.  You 
know  how  my  opponent  voted.  Well,  I 
guess  you  guessed  it — he  voted  "no." 

I  believe  this  kind  of  spending  that  we 
have  done  has  been  responsible  spending. 

I  think  it  was  prudent  when  we  spent  $11 
million  during  the  last  3  ^  years  to  help  Wy- 
oming's small  businessmen,  when  we  spent 
$975,000  to  develop  Jackson  Hole  as  a  great 
recreation  center;  when  we  spent  $80  million, 
this  past  year  alone,  to  help  build  Wyoming's 
highways. 

And  there  is  a  final  responsibility. 

The  war  on  waste  has  a  third  front.  For 
the  world's  greatest  waste  would  be  the 
waste  of  human  lives  in  a  nuclear  holo- 
caust. I  think  that  you  know  that  as  one 
of  the  products  of  Oak  Ridge  today  we  hold 
in  our  hand  the  most  awesome,  the  mighti- 
est, the  most  frightening  power  that  was 
ever  held  in  the  hand  of  man. 

I  think  that  you  know  just  a  few  months 
back  when  President  Kennedy  sat  with  his 
Security  Council  for  37  meetings  when  Mr. 
Khrushchev  had  brought  his  missiles  into 
Cuba,  I  think  you  knew  that  your  Com- 
mander in  Chief,  day  and  night,  got  the  best 
advice  that  he  could  get  in  this  Nation,  and 
you  had  selected  his  thumb  to  be  the  thumb 
that  went  on  the  button  if  it  had  to  go  there. 
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But  his  caution  and  his  care  and  his  good 
judgment  resulted  in  these  two  men  looking 
at  each  other,  eyeball  to  eyeball,  and  both 
of  them  deciding  that  it  was  not  wise,  that  it 
was  not  just,  that  it  was  not  right  to  put  their 
thumb  on  that  button  and  automatically 
wipe  out  the  lives  of  300  million  people. 

You  have  3  weeks  to  make  your  choice  of 
what  thumb  you  want  controlling  that  but- 
ton. You  will  select  one  of  two  parties. 
You  will  select  one  of  two  persons.  You  will 
select  one  of  two  leaders  to  conduct  the  re- 
lations of  America  with  other  nations. 

The  most  important  single  thing  in  your 
life  is  peace,  peace  at  home,  peace  in  the 
world.  In  the  10  months  since  I  have  been 
President,  I  have  conferred  with  85  of  the 
world's  leaders.  I  have  tried  to  reason  with 
them.  I  have  tried  to  plan  with  them.  I 
have  tried  to  submit  to  them  proposals  for 
consideration  that  would  bring  about  dis- 
armament. 

As  long  as  I  am  your  President,  I  am  not 
going  to  rattle  our  rockets,  I  am  not  going 
to  bluff  with  our  bombs.  I  am  going  to 
keep  our  guard  up  at  all  times  and  our  hand 
out. 

But  I  am  going  to  be  willing  to  go  any- 
where, see  anyone,  talk  any  time  to  try  to 
bring  peace  to  this  world  so  these  mothers 
will  not  have  to  give  up  their  boys  and  have 
them  wiped  out  in  a  nuclear  holocaust. 

We  are  the  mightiest  nation  in  the  world. 
We  have  more  bombers,  we  have  more  mis- 
siles, we  have  well  trained  men.  But  if  we 
do  not  have  peace  in  the  world,  everything 
else  fades  into  insignificance. 

So  I  hope  that  you  people  will  realize  that 
in  the  next  3  weeks  you  are  going  to  make  a 
choice.  You  are  going  to  make  a  selection, 
you  are  going  to  determine  who  you  want  to 
represent  you  in  the  next  4  years.  You  are 
going  to  determine  what  kind  of  an  economic 
policy  this  country  has,  whether  we  go  back- 


wards or  whether  we  go  forward. 

Today,  wholesale  prices  are  i  percent 
down  from  what  they  were  a  year  ago.  To- 
day 72  million  men  are  working.  Today 
corporations  are  making  $12  billion  more 
after  taxes  than  they  made  4  years  ago  when 
Mr.  Kennedy  came  in.  Today  the  workers 
of  America  are  getting  $60  billion  more  after 
taxes  than  they  got  in  1961.  Today  our 
farm  income  is  $12  billion,  and  you  pull 
down  all  of  our  programs  and  all  of  our  plans 
and  you  will  cut  that  income  overnight  the 
first  year  to  $6  billion. 

Well,  you  want  to  think  that  over.  A 
fellow  down  in  my  country  the  other  day 
said  the  traveling  salesmen  kept  bothering 
him,  coming  in  wanting  to  know  who  he 
would  vote  for,  for  President.  He  said  he 
finally  went  out  and  got  15  Kennedy  half 
dollars  and  put  them  in  his  britches  pocket. 
He  said  every  time  one  of  them  came  in  and 
asked  him,  he  started  rattling  those  half 
dollars  and  said,  "This  sounds  pretty  good 
to  me.    I  like  it  the  way  it  is." 

The  future  of  this  Nation  lies  here  in  the 
West,  but  you  must  have  leadership.  You 
must  have  vision.  You  must  have  pro- 
gressive men  to  carry  forward  your  plans. 
You  have  that  in  Teno,  if  you  send  him  to 
Congress;  you  have  that  in  Gale,  already  with 
6  years'  experience  in  the  United  States  Sen- 
ate. I  need  them  both.  I  plead  with  you 
to  go  out,  in  the  next  3  weeks,  and  help  elect 
them  as  representatives  of  the  State  of 
Wyoming. 

I  have  been  to  Wyoming  a  number  of 
times.  I  like  your  white-faced  Herefords. 
I  like  your  cov^^men.  I  know  your  oilmen. 
I  know  something  about  the  economy  of  this 
State  and  the  problems  of  this  State.  I  think 
I  have  been  your  friend  and  I  just  want  to 
repeat  to  you  today  what  I  said  that  awesome 
afternoon  when  tragedy  befell  us  and  our 
great  President  was  taken  from  us,  and  on  a 
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moment's  notice  I  had  to  assume  the  awe- 
some responsibilities  of  the  Presidency. 

I  said  then  with  God's  help  and  with  your 
help,  and  with  your  prayers,  I  would  do  the 
best  I  could.    I  have  done  the  best  I  could. 

I  have  represented  all  the  people  of  this 
Nation.  I  have  been  President  of  all  the 
States. 

If  you  think  I  should  be  turned  out  after 

I I  months,  you  have  that  privilege  and  that 
right,  and  that  is  your  duty  to  do  it  No- 
vember 3d. 

But  if  you  think  we  should  go  forward 
with  a  program  of  peace  in  the  world,  of 
trying  to  love  thy  neighbor  as  thyself,  trying 
to  live  with  other  nations  instead  of  destroy- 
ing them,  if  you  think  we  should  continue 
to  move  this  Nation  forward,  that  we  should 
have  vision,  we  should  have  plans,  we  should 
have  programs,  we  should  have  education 
for  our  children,  we  should  have  highways 
to  transport  our  people,  we  should  have  a 
good,  sound  agricultural  program,  we  should 
have  business  and  labor  trying  to  work  to- 
gether, instead  of  spending  all  their  time 


fighting — in  short,  we  ought  to  have  peace 
in  the  world  and  peace  at  home — ^if  you 
think  that,  I  will  appreciate  your  voting  the 
Democratic  ticket  November  3d. 

This  has  been  a  delightful  day.  We  vis- 
ited many  States.  We  yet  have  to  go  to 
Denver  and  then  to  Boise,  Idaho,  and  then 
into  Washington  tonight. 

I  want  to  thank  all  of  you.  Wyoming  is 
one  of  the  smaller  States  in  the  country. 
This  is  one  of  the  largest  crowds  I  have  seen. 
I  expect  per  capita-wise  you  have  just  about 
bested  all  the  other  States,  and  I  want  to  tell 
you  that  I  consider  it  a  great  tribute  to  your 
people.  I  am  deeply  thankful  to  you  for 
coming  out. 

Goodby  and  God  bless  you. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  3:30  p.m.  at  the 
Natrona  County  Courthouse  in  Casper,  Wyo.  In 
his  opening  words  he  referred  to  Senator  Gale  W. 
McGee,  Teno  Roncalio,  U.S.  Chairman  of  the  Inter- 
national Joint  Commission-United  States  and  Can- 
ada and  Democratic  candidate  for  Representative, 
and  former  Senator  J.  J.  Hickey,  all  of  Wyoming, 
and  Mike  N.  Manatos,  Administrative  Assistant  to 
the  President. 
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My  longtime  jriend,  Governor  McNichols; 
Congressman  Aspinall;  Congressman  Byron 
Rogers;  Senator  Roy  McVic\er;  Representa- 
tive Fran\  Evans;  my  beloved  old-time 
friend  from  the  Senate,  Ed  Johnson;  my 
friend  and  my  former  colleague  in  both  the 
House  and  the  Senate,  former  Senator  John 
Carroll;  ladies  and  gentlemen;  boys  and 
girls: 

If  I  had  all  night,  and  I  don't  have  but  20 
minutes  or  I  will  be  late  to  Boise,  Idaho,  and 
we  are  late  enough  anyway — we  won't  get 
to  Washington  until  5  o'clock  tomorrow 
morning — but  if  I  had  all  night,  I  couldn't 


tell  you  how  much  you  have  touched  me, 
how  deeply  grateful  I  am  for  your  generous 
welcome  to  us  in  this  great  outpost  of  the 
West. 

We  left  home  yesterday  morning  and 
went  out  to  the  great  State  of  Arizona.  We 
got  a  wonderful  welcome — not  as  big  a  wel- 
come as  this  one,  but  Arizona  is  not  as  big 
a  State  as  this  one  is.  But  everywhere  we 
have  gone  in  the  West,  in  California,  Ne- 
vada, here  in  Colorado,  Wyoming,  Mon- 
tana— I've  been  in  all  of  those  places  today — 
and  every  place  we  have  gone,  every  person 
we  have  seen,  makes  us  believe  that  the 
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people  of  this  country  believe  in  this  country. 

I  don't  know  how  to  really  judge  this 
crowd  tonight,  but  the  way  you  sound,  that 
must  have  been  the  echo  they  have  been 
talking  about  around  here. 

Seriously,  I  want  to  speak  to  you  very 
briefly  about  a  subject  that  is  very  close  to  all 
of  us,  and  may  well  determine  what  kind  of  a 
world  we  live  in.  That  subject  is  education. 
I  believe  that  it  is  a  bedrock  issue  in  this 
campaign.  I  think  that  you  do  have  a  clear 
choice. 

Our  opponent  has  said:  "The  child  has  no 
right  to  an  education.  In  most  cases,  the 
children  will  get  along  very  well  without  it." 

And  we  say,  and  I  say,  and  the  leadership 
of  your  country  says,  that  every  child  has 
the  right  to  as  much  education  as  he  or  she 
has  the  ability  to  take. 

I  want  this  for  our  children's  sake,  but  I 
also  want  it  for  our  Nation's  sake,  because 
nothing  can  mean  more  to  the  future  of 
America.  A  great  President  of  the  Republic 
of  Texas  once  said:  "Education  is  the 
guardian  genius  of  democracy.  It  is  the 
only  dictator  that  free  men  recognize,  and 
it  is  the  only  ruler  that  free  men  desire." 

Our  great  former  President  and  Vice 
President  Thomas  Jefferson  said,  "If  we  ex- 
pect a  Nation  to  be  ignorant  and  free,  we 
expect  what  never  was  and  what  never  will 
be." 

Our  school  system  was  founded  on  that 
truth.  We  have  come  a  long  way,  but  I 
am  here  to  tell  you  tonight,  and  to  ask  your 
help:  we  still  have  a  long  way  to  go. 

Tonight,  40  million  students  are  enrolled 
in  our  public  schools  in  America;  5  million 
more  students  will  enter  by  the  end  of  this 
decade.    And  we  must  be  ready  for  them. 

Unless  we  act  now,  i  out  of  every  3  stu- 
dents now  in  the  fifth  grade  will  drop  out 
before  they  finish  high  school — i  out  of  3. 
And  4  out  of  5  juvenile  delinquents  between 
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15  and  18  years  old — 4  out  of  5 — are  school 
dropouts. 

So  let  those  take  note  who  preach  against 
crime  on  the  one  hand,  and  on  the  other 
deny  our  children  the  right  to  have  an  educa- 
tion: It  doesn't  do  you  any  good  to  just  go 
around  the  country  talking  against  crime. 
You  have  to  vote  against  crime,  and  when 
the  roil  is  called  on  measures  in  the  Con- 
gress that  will  control  crime,  that  will  drive 
away  the  ancient  enemies  of  mankind — 
disease,  illiteracy,  poverty,  and  ignorance — 
you  must  answer  those  roUcalls.  One  rea- 
son that  we  are  in  the  shape  we  are  in  is, 
too  many  have  been  answering  those  roUcalls 
with  a  loud  "no." 

It  is  getting  harder  and  harder  to  get  a 
job  if  you  don't  have  a  high  school  diploma. 
Twenty  percent  of  our  18  to  24  year  olds  with 
less  than  an  eighth  grade  education  are  un- 
employed. That  is  four  times  the  national 
average,  and  then  when  you  try  to  do  some- 
thing about  taking  these  taxeaters  that  are 
eating  off  the  relief  rolls  off  the  front  porch 
and  putting  them  to  work,  and  giving  them 
some  training  in  the  poverty  program  so  they 
will  become  taxpayers  instead  of  taxeaters, 
you  hear  these  people  that  talk  about  crime 
vote  "no"  on  poverty. 

This  crime  business  is  just  not  an  autumn 
fever.  It  is  just  not  something  you  talk 
about  in  September  and  October  every  fourth 
year  at  election  time.  It  is  something  you 
vote  against,  it  is  something  you  fight 
against,  it  is  something  you  work  against,  it 
is  something  that  you  do  in  the  Congress 
to  provide  education,  employment,  and 
training  for  people  so  they  can  be  construc- 
tive citizens  instead  of  destructive  citizens. 

During  the  last  10  years,  jobs  filled  by 
high  school  graduates  increased  30  percent. 
Jobs  for  those  without  high  school  diplomas 
dropped  25  percent. 

I  had  some  experience  in  this  field  back 
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in  1924.  I  graduated  from  the  Johnson  City 
High  School  in  a  class  of  six.  For  some 
time  I  had  felt  that  my  father  was  not  really 
as  smart  as  I  thought  he  ought  to  be,  and 
I  thought  that  I  could  improve  on  a  good 
many  of  my  mother's  approaches  to  life. 
So  when  I  got  my  high  school  diploma  I 
decided  to  follow  the  old  philosopher  Horace 
Greeley's  advice  and  "Go  West,  young  man," 
and  seek  my  fortune. 

With  $26  in  my  pocket  and  a  T-model 
Ford  automobile,  five  of  my  schoolmates  and 
I  started  out  early  one  Saturday  morning  on 
our  way  to  the  Golden  West,  the  great  State 
of  California.  We  got  there  in  due  time, 
minus  most  of  my  $26,  and  I  got  a  very  well 
paying  job  of  $90  a  month  running  an  ele- 
vator. But  I  found  at  the  end  of  the  month, 
after  I  paid  for  three  meals  and  paid  for  my 
room  and  my  laundry  that  I  was  probably 
better  off  back  there  eating  mama's  food 
than  I  was  in  California. 

So  I  went  back  to  Texas  and  I  got  a  job 
with  the  Highway  Department.  We  didn't 
have  to  get  to  work  until  sunup,  we  got  to 
quit  every  night  at  sundown.  We  did  have 
to  go  to  work  on  our  own  time.  We  had 
to  be  at  work  at  sunup,  and  that  was  usually 
20  or  30  miles  down  the  road,  and  we  had 
to  ride  home  on  our  own  time  after  sun- 
down, I  got  the  magnificent  salary  of  a 
dollar  a  day. 

After  a  little  over  a  year  of  that,  I  began 
to  think  that  my  father's  advice  that  I  should 
go  and  take  some  more  training  and  not  be 
a  school  dropout — maybe  he  was  wiser  than 
I  had  thought  a  year  before.  In  other  words, 
he  became  a  lot  smarter  while  I  was  gone 
to  California.  And  with  the  help  of  the 
good  Lord,  and  with  a  mother  persistendy 
urging  me  to  go  back  to  school  and  get  some 
training,  I  hitchhiked  50  miles  to  get  back 
into  the  classroom  where  I  spent  4  years. 
And  I  have  been  reasonably  well  employed 


ever  since.  I  now  have  a  contract  that  runs 
until  January  20,  1965. 

So  I  have  come  out  here  to  the  West  to  tell 
you  about  my  work  and  some  of  the  prob- 
lems I  have,  and  what  my  job  consists  of, 
and  perhaps  to  make  an  application  with 
you  to  renew  that  contract  after  January 
the  20th. 

But  I  have  also  come  here  to  make  this 
pledge  to  you  and  to  the  people  of  America. 
I  make  it  to  the  parents,  and  I  make  it  to  all 
of  their  children:  I  intend  to  put  education 
at  the  top  of  America's  agenda.  And  if  you 
do  not  quite  understand  the  details  of  what 
I  mean  by  the  top  of  America's  agenda,  I 
will  say  this:  that  regardless  of  family  finan- 
cial status,  education  should  be  open  to  every 
boy  and  girl  born  in  America  up  to  the 
highest  level  they  can  take. 

I  guess  you  see  from  that  that  we  really 
have  a  choice,  we  really  have  an  honest  dif- 
ference of  opinion,  because  I  do  not  believe 
that  in  most  cases  the  children  will  get  along 
very  well  without  it.  I  don't  think  they 
will  get  along  very  well  at  all  without  it. 

Our  job  is  cut  out  for  us.  First,  we  need 
660,000 — 660,000;  more  than  a  half  million — 
new  classrooms,  and  200,000  new  teachers  in 
the  next  4  years  just  to  keep  up. 

Second,  we  must  make  an  all-out  effort  to 
improve  schools  in  city  slums  and  in  poor 
rural  areas. 

Third,  we  must  expand  and  enrich  our 
colleges.  Our  college  population  will 
double — double — in  the  next  10  years. 

Fourth,  we  must  encourage  our  adults  to 
go  back  and  get  the  schooling  they  need  to 
keep  up  with  technology  so  they  can  con- 
tinue to  be  taxpayers  and  not  go  on  relief 
and  be  taxeaters. 

And  finally,  we  must  keep  control  of  our 
schools  where  it  belongs — with  the  people. 
I  believe  that  you  should  run  your  own 
schools,  and  you  will  do  that  as  long  as  I  am 
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President. 

You  are  going  to  provide  an  answer  on 
November  3d  to  those  who  distrust  educa- 
tion. I  believe  that  you  are  going  to  veto 
the  philosophy  of  the  candidate  who  says 
your  children  don't  have  a  right  to  educa- 
tion.   Am  I  wrong? 

It  was  a  littie  over  10  months  ago,  follow- 
ing a  terrible  tragedy  on  November  22d, 
that  in  a  matter  of  moments  I  assumed  the 
awesome  responsibilities  of  the  most  power- 
ful position  in  the  world,  the  Presidency  of 
the  United  States.  I  said  when  I  went  to 
the  White  House  from  my  plane  that  eve- 
ning, that  with  God's  help  and  your  help, 
I  would  do  my  best.  I  would  do  the  best  I 
could  do. 

Our  beloved  President  had  formulated  a 
program  that  met  with  the  approval  of  a 
good  many  of  the  leaders  of  the  Congress, 
men  of  both  parties.  Patriotism  is  not  lim- 
ited to  one  party,  but  there  was  pending  51 
major  measures  in  the  Congress  on  that 
night  of  November  22d,  when  the  first  in- 
ventory was  made.  Last  Friday  night  when 
I  left  my  office  in  the  White  House,  the 
Congress  had  come  and  gone  in  these  11 
months,  and  I  had  done  the  best  I  could. 
And  thanks  to  the  Congress  and  men  like 
Congressman  Rogers  and  Congressman 
Aspinall,  and  other  patriots  of  both  parties 
in  the  Congress,  the  United  States  Senate 
had  passed  every  single  one  of  those  51  bills, 
and  all  but  three  or  four  of  them  had  passed 
the  House  of  Representatives. 

There  are  two  real  issues  that  stand  out 
in  this  campaign.  One  is  peace  in  the  world. 
You  can't  get  peace  by  rattling  your  rockets. 
You  can't  get  peace  by  bluffing  with  your 
bombs.  You  must  get  peace  by  reasoning 
with  men,  and  trying  to  find  agreement  with 
men,  as  President  Kennedy  did  with  108 
nations  with  the  test  ban  treaty. 

We  have  had  a  very  successful  postwar 


relation  with  other  nations,  and  our  foreign 
policy,  I  think,  has  generally  been  effective. 

Harry  Truman  stopped  the  Communists 
in  Greece  and  Turkey  with  the  help  of  that 
great  Republican  Arthur  Vandenberg,  who 
brought  the  men  from  both  parties  together 
to  support  a  united  country. 

Dwight  Eisenhower  stopped  them  in  the 
Formosa  Strait  with  the  help  of  Lyndon 
Johnson  and  Mike  Mansfield,  the  Demo- 
cratic leaders  of  the  Congress. 

President  Kennedy  negotiated  the  test  ban 
treaty  with  the  help  of  the  distinguished 
Republican  leader,  Mr.  Everett  Dirksen  of 
Illinois,  who  said,  "I  don't  want  it  written 
on  my  tombstone  that  I  had  a  chance  to  do 
something  about  taking  radioactive  poison 
out  of  the  air  we  breathe  and  the  milk  we 
drink,  and  that  I  had  failed  and  refused  to 
do  it."  But  those  two  men,  working  to- 
gether, passed  the  treaty  in  the  Senate.  And 
now  108  other  nations  have  agreed  upon  it. 

I  believe  in  continuing  that  kind  of  bi- 
partisan foreign  policy.  And  I  do  not  be- 
lieve in  going  off  on  a  tangent  in  a  dangerous 
course,  leading  to  evils  that  we  know  not  of. 
I  believe  the  leadership  of  this  country  should 
try  to  unite  America  instead  of  divide 
Americans. 

I  believe  the  President  of  this  country 
ought  to  encourage  neighbor  to  love  neigh- 
bor instead  of  neighbor  to  hate  neighbor.  I 
believe  the  President  of  this  great  Republic 
and  the  leader  of  the  world  must  have  faith 
and  must  have  hope  and  must  have  a  desire 
to  improve  the  lot  of  humanity  here  and 
throughout  the  world. 

That  is  one  of  the  questions  that  you  are 
going  to  have  to  decide  on  November  3d: 
which  party,  which  leader,  which  man  you 
want  to  sit  there  with  his  thumb  that  may 
have  to  decide  whether  to  push  that  button. 
You  have  to  decide  which  man  you  want  to 
sit  there  to  pick  up  that  "hot  line"  telephone 
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when  it  rings  and  Moscow  is  calling. 

You  have  judgment,  you  have  training, 
you  have  experience,  you  know  your  needs 
and  you  know  your  wants.  I  don't  think 
there  is  anything  that  I  can  add  to  them. 
But  this  is  going  to  be  as  serious  a  decision 
as  you  ever  made,  and  you  ought  to  make 
it  based  on  what  you  think  is  best  for 
America. 

Tonight,  more  Americans  are  working 
than  ever  before  in  the  history  of  our  coun- 
try— 72.5  million.  They  are  drawing  higher 
wages  than  they  have  ever  drawn  before. 
They  drew  $60  billion  more  after  taxes  this 
year  than  they  did  when  John  Kennedy  took 
ofEce.  Business  is  doing  better  than  ever 
before.  They  made  $12  billion  more  after 
taxes  this  year  than  they  did  when  John 
Kennedy  took  office. 

The  farmer  has  an  income  of  f  12  billion, 
but  if  you,  overnight,  pull  all  the  programs 
away  from  him,  that  income  will  drop  from 
$12  billion  to  $6  billion. 

I  am  here  to  say  to  you  that  I  want  to 
unite  business  and  labor  and  the  farmer, 
and  not  only  have  peace  in  the  world,  but 
have  peace  and  prosperity  here  among  our 
own  people.  I  love  our  country.  I  have 
faith  in  our  people.  I  think  we  have  the 
best  system  of  government  that  human  in- 


genuity ever  devised.  If  you  want  a  leader 
that  believes  those  things,  then  go  vote 
Democratic  on  November  3d. 

I  believe  in  the  responsibility  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  this  country.  I  think  he  has  a  duty 
and  an  obligation  to  lead  this  country,  and 
if  I  am  chosen  to  perform  that  obligation,  I 
will  lead  it  prudently  and  carefully  and  cau- 
tiously, progressively,  with  our  eyes  on  the 
stars  but  our  feet  always  on  the  ground. 
But  I  will  not  try  to  divide  brother  and 
brother.  I  will  not  array  class  against  class, 
or  race  against  race,  or  region  against  region, 
because  I  think  that  America  needs  to  be 
united  now  more  than  ever  in  its  history. 

And  if  I  am  your  President  I  am  not  only 
going  to  preach  the  Golden  Rule  throughout 
the  world  and  throughout  this  land,  of  do 
unto  others  as  you  would  have  them  do  unto 
you,  but  I  am  going  to  practice  it. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  6:35  p.m.  at  the 
Coliseum  in  Denver,  Colo.  In  his  opening  words 
he  referred  to  former  Governor  Stephen  L.  R.  Mc- 
Nichols,  U.S.  Representatives  Wayne  N.  Aspinall 
and  Byron  G.  Rogers,  State  Senator  Roy  H.  Mc- 
Vicker  and  State  Representative  Frank  E.  Evans, 
Democratic  candidates  for  U.S.  Representative,  and 
former  Senators  Edwin  C.  Johnson  and  John  A. 
Carroll,  all  of  Colorado.  Later  he  referred  to 
Arthur  H.  Vandenberg,  Senator  from  Michigan 
during  the  Truman  administration,  and  Senators 
Mike  Mansfield  of  Montana  and  Everett  McKinley 
Dirksen  of  Illinois. 


659    Remarks  Upon  Arrival  at  the  Airport  in  Boise. 
October  12,  1964 


Mr,  Chairman,  Reverend  Clergy,  Mr.  Mayor, 
Senator  Church,  Congressman  Harding, 
Congressman  White,  ladies  and  gentlemen, 
hoys  and  girls: 

One  morning  earlier  this  year  Mrs.  John- 
son kissed  me  goodby  and  said,  "I  am  going 
West,  young  man,"  and  she  did  come  out 
here  to  see  the  land  and  to  see  the  people. 
The  girls  and  I  made  out  as  best  we  could 


because  we  wanted  her  to  have  a  good  rest 
for  a  long  time. 

When  Mrs.  Johnson  returned  from  the 
Western  trip,  she  came  in  to  me  and  said, 
"I  have  just  enjoyed  the  happiest  trip  any- 
body ever  had  anywhere." 

Yesterday  morning  I  kissed  Lady  Bird 
goodby  and  this  time  I  headed  West.  Since 
then  we  have  gone  to  Arizona,  California, 
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Nevada,  Montana,  Wyoming,  Colorado,  and 
now  tonight  I  am  here  with  my  old  friend 
Tom  Boise  in  Idaho. 

Every  mile  of  the  way,  every  block  of  the 
way,  we  have  seen  the  people  of  the  West. 
The  friendly,  happy,  confident  people  of 
the  West  have  turned  out  as  they  seem  to 
have  never  turned  out  before.  The  officials 
estimate  that  we  have  seen  more  than  iVz 
million  people  in  the  West  since  I  ate  break- 
fast yesterday  morning. 

So  tomorrow  morning  when  I  get  back 
to  the  White  House  about  5:30, 1  am  going 
in  and  wake  up  my  Lady  Bird,  and  I  am 
going  to  say  to  her,  "Now  I  have  enjoyed  the 
happiest  trip  anybody  ever  had  anywhere." 

I  am  happy  not  for  myself,  but  for  my 
country.  I  am  happy  because  when  I  see 
Americans  coming  together  in  their  cities, 
coming  out  to  line  the  streets  to  stand  and 
be  counted  for  the  same  cause,  I  know  that 
this  Nation  is  united,  and  this  Nation  is  not 
going  to  be  divided. 

What  we  have  seen  in  the  West  we  have 
been  seeing  all  across  this  land,  in  New  Eng- 
land, in  the  Midwest,  in  the  South.  Every- 
where the  crowds  are  the  largest  that  have 
been  seen  in  years,  and  in  many  places  they 
are  the  largest  that  have  been  seen  at  any 
time. 

What  does  this  mean?  I  believe  that  we 
are  finding  out  whose  country  this  is.  This 
is  the  country  of  responsible  Americans, 
that  is  who.  The  men  and  women  of  this 
Nation  are  thinking  of  what  they  have  and 
what  they  want  their  children  to  have  after 
them.  So  without  regard  to  party,  respon- 
sible Americans — ^Democrats,  Republicans, 
Independents,  and  whatnots — are  uniting 
this  year  because  they  do  not  intend  to  turn 
their  heritage  or  their  hopes  over  to  factions 
and  fractions  which  stand  against  all  that 
both  parties  have  ever  stood  for  in  America. 
The  people  want  responsibility  in  Washing- 


ton. The  people  want  performances  in  the 
Presidency,  not  promises. 

The  people  of  the  United  States  know,  the 
people  of  the  world  know,  that  in  these 
perilous,  critical  times  the  President  of  the 
United  States  has  to  be  right  the  first  time, 
and  if  he  is  not  right  the  first  time,  there  may 
be  no  second  time  for  him  to  change  his 
views  or  explain  them  or  correct  them,  or 
there  may  be  no  time  for  the  Nation  to 
change  its  choice. 

Out  here  in  the  West  the  people  of  your 
State  and  the  people  of  all  of  these  fine,  pro- 
gressive, prudent  Western  States  want  our 
country  to  pull  together.  They  want  a  uni- 
fied America.  We  do  not  have  a  Conti- 
nental Divide  on  our  opportunity,  or  on  our 
progress,  or  on  our  unity.  We  want  the 
young  people  of  the  West  to  have  as  much 
opportunity  all  their  lives  as  young  people 
of  every  other  region  have.  We  don't  want 
them  to  have  to  leave  home  to  find  it. 

We  want  the  West  to  make  progress  as  the 
whole  Nation  makes  progress.  We  want 
life  in  America  to  mean  the  same  on  both 
sides  of  the  Continental  Divide,  and  that  is 
our  goal  and  that  is  our  purpose. 

These  years  ahead  of  us,  the  years  between 
now  and  the  end  of  this  century,  can  be  the 
best  years  of  our  national  life.  We  can  do 
the  things  that  we  have  so  long  needed  to  do. 
We  can  bind  up  our  wounds  and  heal  our 
history,  and  we  can  make  this  great  Nation 
of  ours  whole  again.  We  can  work  to  give 
States  like  your  wonderful  Idaho  a  full  share 
in  the  strength  and  the  future  and  the 
prosperity  of  our  times. 

Idaho*s  potatoes  are  wonderful,  but  Idaho 
can  produce  greater  treasures  for  America  in 
the  lives  and  in  the  minds  of  Idaho's  sons 
and  daughters. 

Here  in  Idaho  and  all  across  the  West  there 
are  rivers  and  resources  to  develop.  There 
is  work  to  do.    There  are  new  jobs  to  create. 
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There  are  better  opportunities  to  provide  for 
all  the  people. 

The  standard  of  opportunity  must  con- 
tinue to  rise  for  all  Americans,  whether  they 
live  in  the  large  cities  or  the  small  towns; 
whether  they  live  on  the  little  farms  or 
whether  they  live  in  the  large  States. 

And  our  purposes  can  be  accomplished  if — 
if — we  unite  our  country,  if  we  stay  strong 
to  keep  this  Nation  and  keep  the  world  at 
peace,  if  we  do  the  works  for  our  people 
which  our  hearts  and  our  conscience  have  al- 
ways told  us  were  right,  and  if  we  do  those 
works  with  prudence,  with  care,  with  cau- 
tion, with  an  honest  regard  for  the  taxpayer, 
and  with  a  full  respect  for  our  American 
heritage  of  thrift  and  frugality. 

This  year,  for  the  first  year  in  many  years, 
I  reduced  the  Federal  budget  |i  billion 
under  last  year.  I  did  not  do  that  alone. 
I  did  it  with  the  help  of  President  Truman 
and  President  Eisenhower,  who  came  down 
from  Gettysburg  and  spent  several  confer- 
ences with  me  shortly  after  I  took  office; 
with  Secretary  Anderson,  a  former  Repub- 
lican Secretary  of  the  Treasury;  with  the 
Director  of  the  Budget;  with  Mr.  Mc- 
Namara,  the  Republican  Secretary  of  De- 
fense; with  Mr.  Dillon,  a  Republican  who 
is  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Together,  we  all  felt  that  we  must  have 
prudent,  progressive  government.  We  must 
keep  our  eyes  in  the  stars  and  have  a  vision 
of  tomorrow — but  we  must  keep  our  feet  on 
the  ground  today. 

My  first  budget  went  into  effect  July  ist 
of  this  year.  The  Congress  just  finished 
appropriating  for  it.  The  fiscal  year  starts 
July  I  St.  During  the  month  of  July,  and 
during  the  month  of  August,  we  have  just 
totaled  the  expenditures  of  the  Government. 
During  those  2  months  we  spent  $676  mil- 
lion less  than  we  spent  last  July  and  last 
August,  a  year  ago.    This  July  we  reduced 


the  Federal  employees  to  the  point  where  we 
had  25,000  less  people  working  for  the  Gov- 
ernment in  July  1964  than  we  had  in  July 
1963. 

Idaho's  role  in  this  effort  will  be  greater, 
and  it  will  be  more  effective  if  you  have  as 
your  voice  in  the  House  of  Representatives 
the  youth  and  the  experience  and  the 
strength  of  this  young  man,  Ralph  Harding, 
who  sits  on  this  platform  with  us  tonight. 
Comp  White  has  done  a  wonderful  job  for 
this  State,  and  I  have  no  doubt  but  what 
you  will  want  to  return  him  to  the  Congress 
where  he  can  work  for  you  another  2  years. 

They  asked  Mr.  Rayburn,  who  became 
Speaker  of  the  House,  and  who  served  in 
the  House  50  years,  and  who  both  parties 
recognized  as  probably  the  most  popular  and 
most  effective  Congressman  in  that  body — 
they  asked  him  one  time  why  it  was  that 
Texas  had  the  standing  in  the  Congress  that 
it  had.  It  had  8  chairmen  of  committees 
out  of  15.  It  had  the  Speaker  and  the  Vice 
President.  It  had  the  leadership  of  the  ma- 
jority party  of  that  Congress. 

Mr.  Rayburn  in  his  quiet,  simple  way, 
said:  "We  have  a  little  formula  down  home 
that  we  follow  for  our  Congressmen.  We 
pick  them  young,  we  pick  them  honest,  we 
send  them  there,  and  then  we  keep  them 
there.  They  grow  in  experience  and  they 
grow  in  seniority,  and  they  grow  in  stature 
and  they  grow  in  understanding.  As  a  re- 
sult, they  achieve  the  leadership  that  comes 
that  way." 

That  is  happening  to  Idaho.  That  is  hap- 
pening to  Idaho  in  the  form  of  your  eloquent 
and  able  young  Senator  and  his  charming 
wife  who  helps  Frank  do  such  a  good  job. 
I  have  always  agreed  with  the  people  of 
Idaho  on  your  choice  of  Churches.  There 
is  no  Senator  that  Washington  respects  more, 
and  none  that  the  Nation  needs  more,  and 
none  that  your  President  values  more,  than 
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Frank  Church. 

On  November  3d  you  have  one  of  the 
most  exacting  obUgations  of  citizenship. 
You  have  one  of  the  greatest  responsibilities 
that  v^ill  ever  come  to  you.  It  is  just  as 
important  for  you  to  live  up  to  that  respon- 
sibility as  it  is  for  your  son  to  put  on  his 
uniform  and  fight  to  protect  that  flag  when 
need  be. 

On  November  3d,  70  million  to  80  mil- 
lion people  in  this  country,  in  accordance 
v^ith  Thomas  Jefferson's  view  that  the  col- 
lective judgment  of  the  many  is  much  to  be 
preferred  to  the  individual  decisions  of  the 
few,  the  collective  judgment  of  75  million 
people  will  be  recorded  that  night  by  the 
computers  of  the  Nation.  And  you  75  mil- 
lion will  determine  the  type  of  leadership 
that  you  want  to  guide  the  destiny  of  this 
Nation  for  the  next  4  years. 

That  day  you  will  determine  the  man  that 
you  want  to  entrust  the  responsibility  of  our 
awesome  military  posture  to.  That  day  you 
will  determine  the  man  that  you  want  to  be 
your  Commander  in  Chief,  the  man  whose 
thumb  will  rest  close  to  that  button  if  it 
ever  has  to  be  touched;  the  man  whose  hand 
will  have  to  lift  up  that  "hot  line"  from  Mos- 
cow if  that  phone  rings  and  hear  the  voice 
on  the  other  end. 

You  have  an  obligation  to  yourself  and 
your  children  to  select  the  person  that  you 
know  is  the  most  experienced,  and  the  most 
capable  of  handling  the  future  of  your  coun- 
try and  its  citizens. 

I  did  not  come  here  tonight  to  tell  you 
who  that  man  is.  You  have  intelligence 
enough  to  know  in  your  conscience  what  you 
ought  to  do.  I  did  come  here  to  tell  you 
that  you  must  do  your  duty.  Once  you  see 
it,  you  must  get  that  job  done,  because  the 
eyes  of  the  world  are  on  America. 

The  leadership  of  the  world  is  in  the  hands 


of  America.  We  are  the  richest,  we  are  the 
freest,  we  are  the  most  powerful  nation  in 
all  the  world,  and  the  other  3  billion  peo- 
ple look  to  us  for  example,  and  they  follow 
it,  so  they  know  that  the  number  one  prob- 
lem in  the  world  is  how  do  we  live  with 
other  nations  without  destroying  each  other? 

After  Oak  Ridge,  we  came  into  possession 
of  the  mightiest  power  ever  known  to  the 
human  race,  and  we  are  the  steward  and 
the  guardian  of  that  power. 

President  Kennedy  sat  at  the  head  of  the 
Cabinet  table  for  37  meetings  during  the 
Cuban  missile  crisis  and,  as  Secretary  Rusk 
said,  Mr.  Khrushchev  and  Mr.  Kennedy  sat 
there  eyeball  to  eyeball.  Mr.  Khrushchev 
had  his  missiles  in  Cuba,  90  miles  away. 
But  both  men,  after  counseling  for  days  with 
the  ablest  minds  in  their  respective  countries, 
concluded  that  it  would  be  too  horrible  to 
contemplate  to  put  your  thumb  on  that  but- 
ton and  wipe  out  300  million  lives  in  a 
matter  of  a  few  moments.  So  Mr.  Khru- 
shchev loaded  his  missiles  on  his  ships  and 
took  them  back  home,  and  we  breathed  easier 
for  a  while. 

Your  Nation  will  face  other  crises  in  the 
days  ahead,  and  in  the  time  when  it  does,  I 
know  that  you  will  do  for  whoever  is  your 
President  at  that  time  what  you  did  for  Pres- 
ident Kennedy:  give  him  your  confidence, 
give  him  your  strength,  give  him  your  pray- 
ers. I  am  proud  to  say  to  you  tonight  that 
I  sat  in  all  but  one  of  those  37  meetings,  and 
the  coolest  man  in  that  room  all  the  time  was 
the  man  that  you  people  had  selected  to  lead 
you,  John  Fitzgerald  Kennedy. 

So  when  you  go  to  make  your  choice,  you 
will  choose  a  Commander  in  Chief,  you  will 
choose  a  man  that  will  try  to  find  peace  in 
the  world,  but  will  also  try  to  find  peace  at 
home — ^peace  between  the  farmer  and  the 
consumer,  peace  between  the  businessman 
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and  the  laborer,  peace  between  the  manufac- 
turer and  the  trade  union.  Because  litde 
good  does  it  do  us  to  become  a  mighty  indus- 
trial nation  if  we  waste  all  of  our  talents 
chewing  on  each  other. 

I  am  happy  that  we  settled  the  railroad 
strike  that  had  gone  for  4  J4  years  without  a 
resolution. 

I  am  happy  that  we  today  have  the  lowest 
number  of  lost  man-hours  due  to  strikes  that 
we  have  ever  had  in  the  history  of  the  United 
States,  and  that  is  because  the  businessman 
and  the  laboringman  and  the  farmer  are 
working  together.  That  is  because  America 
has  hope,  America  has  faith,  America  does 
not  live  in  fear  and  doubt.  And  that  is  why 
we  have  that  good  domestic  record  in  this 
country. 

So  you  will  select  the  leader  to  find  peace 
in  the  world,  and  the  leader  to  find  peace  at 
home,  and  the  leader  to  develop  a  program 
that  will  bring  prosperity  to  our  people. 
Today  we  have  72  million  people  working, 
more  than  ever  before  in  our  history,  draw- 
ing higher  wages  than  ever  before  in  our 
history.  Corporations  made  $12  billion 
more  after  taxes.  Workers  made  |6o  billion 
more  after  taxes. 

So  times  are  good,  but  we  can't  just  sit 
back  in  our  rocking  chair  and  expect  them 
to  be  good.  You  have  to  work  to  make 
them  good.  You  have  to  plan  to  make  them 
good.    You  have  to  be  equitable  and  just 


and  fair  to  make  them  good.  And  we  are 
now  doing  our  best  on  that  job. 

The  day  that  I  returned  to  the  White 
House  after  that  tragedy,  I  said  to  the  Amer- 
ican people,  with  God's  help,  with  your 
prayers,  I  will  do  the  best  I  can.  I  have 
done  the  best  I  could. 

I  have  tried  to  be  the  President  of  all  the 
people,  of  all  the  States  in  this  country,  and 
I  hope  that  the  good  people  of  Idaho  will 
join  all  the  other  States  in  the  West  and  I 
hope  a  good  many  States  in  every  section 
of  the  country,  because  I  really  want  to  know 
no  North,  no  South,  no  East,  or  no  West. 
I  just  want  to  know  the  United  States  of 
America. 

I  hope  that  on  November  3d  you  will  go 
and  send  us  some  good,  experienced  Con- 
gressmen back  to  Washington  like  Ralph 
Harding  and  Compton  White;  that  you  will 
vote  the  Democratic  ticket  for  President  and 
Vice  President.  And  if  you  do,  I  give  you 
my  pledge  that  we  will  do  our  dead  level 
best  to  preserve  peace  in  the  world,  peace  at 
home,  and  prosperity'  throughout  this 
Nation. 

Thank  you  and  good  night. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  9:10  p.m.  at  an  air- 
port rally  in  Boise,  Idaho.  His  opening  words 
referred  to  Lloyd  Walker,  chairman  of  the  Idaho 
State  Democratic  Committee,  John  L.  Clarke,  presi- 
dent of  Ricks  College  in  Rexburg,  Mayor  Eugene 
Shellworth  of  Boise,  and  Senator  Frank  Church 
and  Representatives  Ralph  R.  Harding  and  Comp- 
ton I.  White,  all  of  Idaho. 


660    Remarks  at  the  Mall  Shopping  Center, 
Bergen,  New  Jersey.     October  14,  1964 


Governor  Hughes,  Senator  Williams,  Daniel 
Amster,  ladies  and  gentlemen,  and  distin- 
guished guests: 

In  the  past  week  I  have  visited  15  States. 
I  have  seen  more  than  2  million  people.    In 


New  England  and  the  West,  in  the  Midwest 
and  the  South,  the  story  has  been  the  same 
all  across  this  land. 

The  American  people  are  coming  out  of 
their  living  rooms,  they  are  leaving  their 
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offices.  They  are  turning  away  from  work 
and  play.  They  are  coming  together  to 
stand  together,  side  by  side,  as  Americans 
have  seldom  done  in  our  times.  They  are 
coming  out  as  never  before  because  they 
want  the  world  to  know  that  this  is  a  nation 
united,  one  nation  indivisible,  under  God. 

For  1 1  months  I  have  guided  my  every  act 
by  this  one  belief,  that  any  man  who  serves 
as  President  must  serve  as  President  of  all 
the  people.  Americans  do  not  want  the 
White  House  to  be  a  house  where  some  citi- 
zens are  privileged  to  enter  and  others  are 
turned  away  at  the  door  because  they  were 
born  "wrong,"  because  they  believe  "wrong," 
or  even  because  they  voted  "wrong." 

I  have  found  that  the  vast  majority  of 
Americans  want  to  help  their  President,  not 
hurt  him.  I  have  had  greater  strength  than 
my  own  on  which  to  call,  from  business  and 
from  labor,  from  west  and  from  east,  from 
the  conservatives,  from  the  liberals,  from 
the  Republicans,  and  from  the  Democrats. 

From  that  I  learned  much  about  the  Amer- 
ican people. 

I  believe  they  are  weary  of  those  who 
preach  that  America  is  failing  in  the  world 
and  faltering  at  home.  The  people  are  tired 
of  being  told  that  their  character  is  in  ques- 
tion, that  their  moral  fiber  is  riddled  with 
"rot  and  decay." 

The  American  people  want  leadership 
which  believes  in  them,  not  leadership  which 
berates  them. 

This  year,  good  Americans  of  both  parties 
are  determined  to  put  their  country  first. 
They  intend  to  vote  to  preserve  the  tradi- 
tions of  our  country. 

But  other  traditions  are  at  stake,  too — a 
two-party  system,  for  example.  That  sys- 
tem is  not  in  danger  when  the  leaders  of 
both  parties  represent  those  common  princi- 
ples and  those  broad  agreements  that  have 


developed  down  through  our  history. 

The  two-party  system  dangles  by  a  slim 
thread  when  the  faction  that  controls  one 
party  wants  to  repudiate  the  policies  that 
have  built  our  progress  step  by  step  over  30 
years. 

I  do  not  believe  that  responsible  Republi- 
cans are  going  to  let  control  of  their  party 
rest  for  very  long  with  men  who  want  to 
repeal  the  present  and  veto  the  future.  His- 
tory tells  us  that  once  such  a  faction  seals  its 
control  of  a  major  party,  the  fate  of  that 
party  is  also  sealed. 

The  Republican  Party  today,  now,  is  in 
temporary  receivership.  Responsible  Repub- 
licans can't  do  anything  about  it. 

But  they  will  have  a  chance  on  November 
3d  to  do  something  about  it,  and  they  are 
going  to  do  it  November  3d.  And  I  am 
here  this  morning  after  traveling  all  over 
the  United  States  to  tell  you  that  all  the 
American  people  are  going  to  do  something 
about  it. 

I  want  to  thank  the  people  of  this  area 
for  the  support  they  have  given  me  in  send- 
ing that  wonderful  Senator  to  Washington — 
Pete  Williams.  I  hope  that  you  can  send 
us  Eddie  Ihnen  and  Henry  Helstoski  to 
Congress  to  help  him  out. 

Come  next  January,  we  are  going  to  meet 
in  the  Capital  and  have  a  program  for  all 
the  people  of  this  Nation,  not  just  Demo- 
crats, not  just  Republicans,  not  just  Inde- 
pendents, but  a  program  of  peace  and  pros- 
perity for  all  Americans  in  all  regions  of  all 
this  great  land  of  ours. 

We  have  the  most  wonderful  country  in 
all  the  world.  We  want  to  protect  it.  We 
want  to  preserve  it.  The  way  to  do  it  is  to 
go  to  the  polls  November  3d  and  give  us  a 
Democratic  victory. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at   10:30   a.m.  at  the 
Mall  Shopping  Center  in  Bergen,  N.J.     His  opening 
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words  referred  to  Governor  Richard  J.  Hughes  and 
Senator  Harrison  A.  (Pete)  Williams,  Jr.,  of  New 
Jersey,  and  Daniel  Amster,  chairman  of  the  Bergen 


County  Democratic  Committee.  Later  he  referred 
to  Edward  H.  Ihnen  and  Henry  Helstoski,  Demo- 
cratic candidates  for  Representative. 


661    Remarks  at  a  Rally  at  the  Wilkes-Barre-Scranton, 
Pa.,  Airport.     October  14,  1964 


Chairman  Mellody,  Senator  Clar\,  Senator 
Blatt,  Governor  Lawrence,  Congressman 
Flood,  next  Congressman  Jim  Haggerty, 
ladies  and  gentlemen,  boys  and  girls: 

Within  the  past  week  I  have  talked  to 
people  in  15  States.  I  have  seen  more  than 
2  million  Americans.  I  came  to  this  clear 
conclusion:  Americans  are  more  excited 
about  their  future  than  they  have  ever  been 
before. 

They  are  v^illing  to  v^^ork  hard  to  build 
America's  greatness. 

They  are  proud.  They  are  not  ashamed 
of  their  country.  They  know  that  we  have 
problems  to  solve,  but  they  are  eager  to  solve 
them. 

And  they  believe  that  their  Government 
is  a  partner  in  the  enterprise  of  liberty  and 
not  a  predatory  enemy  trying  to  devour  their 
rights. 

After  traveling  10,000  miles  across  this 
great  land  in  i  week,  I  know  some  of  the 
things  that  Americans  don't  want.  I  have 
talked  to  them  about  these  issues,  and  I  can 
still  hear  their  response  ringing  in  my  ears. 

They  don't  want  to  gamble  with  the 
future  of  social  security  by  making  it 
voluntary. 

They  don't  want  to  dash  the  hopes  of  the 
farmers  by  the  prompt  and  the  final  termina- 
tion of  our  farm  program. 

They  don't  want  to  weaken  collective  bar- 
gaining and  threaten  the  rights  of  our  work- 
ingmen  and  our  workingwomen. 

They  don't  want  their  Government  to 
turn  its  back  on  our  children's  rights  to  an 
education. 


They  don't  want  to  tread  an  uncertain 
and  an  untried  path  in  the  pursuit  of  peace. 
They  don't  want  a  government  that  threat- 
ens other  nations  with  "do-it-our-way-or- 
else"  ultimatums. 

I  think  I  know  some  of  the  things  that 
the  Americans  do  want.  They  want  their 
President  to  be  a  source  of  leadership  and 
responsibility.  They  know  that  a  President 
who  strides  forward  to  do  the  people's  busi- 
ness is  a  bulwark  against  the  decline  and 
chaos  in  this  country.  They  know  that  a 
President  who  is  willing  to  move  ahead, 
whose  means  are  just,  whose  ends  are  demo- 
cratic, can  be  the  difference  between  national 
stagnation  and  national  progress. 

And  the  people  want  progress.  They 
want  to  keep  moving. 

Americans  know  that  the  Presidency  be- 
longs to  all  the  people.  And  they  want  the 
President  to  act  and  be  President  of  all  the 
people. 

Something  else  is  very  clear.  The  source 
of  the  President's  authority  is  the  people.  A 
President  who  refuses  to  go  out  among  the 
people,  who  refuses  to  be  judged  by  the  peo- 
ple, who  is  unwilling  to  lay  his  case  before 
the  people,  can  never  be  President  of  all  the 
people. 

The  people  want  to  see  their  President  in 
person.  They  want  to  hear  first-hand  what 
he  believes.  They  want  to  decide  if  he  can 
act  for  them. 

And  unless  the  President  goes  to  the  peo- 
ple, unless  he  visits  and  talks  with  them, 
unless  he  senses  how  they  respond  as  he 
discusses  issues  with  them,  he  cannot  do  the 
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President's  job.  The  voice  of  the  people  will 
be  lost  among  the  clamor  of  divisions  and 
diversities,  and  the  Presidency  will  not  be- 
come a  clear  beacon  of  national  purpose. 

As  long  as  I  hold  it,  I  will  keep  the  office 
of  President  always  close  to  all  the  people. 
I  think  I  know  what  it  is  the  people  want, 
and  I  make  that  as  a  solemn  pledge. 

It  is  wonderful  to  be  here  in  Pennsylvania 
with  you  today.  I  have  had  a  delightful  trip 
to  all  places  in  the  country,  but  I  came  down 
here  to  talk  to  you  folks  and  tell  you  I  need 
your  help.  When  I  became  your  President 
almost  1 1  months  ago,  I  told  you  that  with 
God's  help  and  with  your  prayers  I  would 
do  the  best  I  could.    I  have  done  that. 

Never  before  in  the  history  of  our  country 
have  so  many  people  worked  so  hard  to  help 
their  President  make  a  success.  Business 
and  labor,  farmers  and  women's  groups, 
young  people  throughout  the  land,  the  high 
schools  and  the  colleges,  have  all  come  into 
the  White  House  and  have  tried  to  help  their 
President  give  this  country  good  government. 
No  one  man  can  lead  alone.  He  must  have 
other  people  to  help  him. 

Pennsylvania  is  a  great  State.  You  have 
a  great  senior  Senator  there — ^Joe  Clark.  He 
needs  a  junior  Senator,  Genevieve  Blatt,  to 
come  and  help  him  in  the  Senate.  And  when 
Genevieve  Blatt  becomes  your  junior  Sena- 
tor, with  Joe  Clark  your  senior  Senator,  this 
great  State  will  have  two  good  Senators 
working  with  their  President  for  all  the 
people  of  this  State. 

We  need  Jim  Haggerty  in  the  House,  and 
I  hope  you  people  will  help  us  send  him 
there.  I  spent  the  morning  with  Jim.  We 
have  been  flying  all  morning.  We  had  a 
v/onderful  rally  in  New  Jersey,  and  we  have 


been  talking  about  some  of  the  problems  of 
this  district  and  this  State. 

I  just  want  to  say  this  to  you  people:  If 
you  will  get  out  and  do  your  duty  the  next 
3  weeks  of  this  campaign,  if  you  will  talk 
to  your  neighbor  and  kinfolks,  your  uncles 
and  your  cousins  and  your  aunts,  if  you  will 
get  them  to  go  to  the  polls  on  November 
3d — ^that's  3  weeks  from  yesterday — and  re- 
elect your  good  Congressman  Dan  Flood, 
elect  Jim  Haggerty,  and  give  us  a  new  Sena- 
tor in  Genevieve  Blatt,  we  will  have  good 
government  for  all  of  Pennsylvania. 

We  are  operating  a  prudent  government. 
In  the  first  2  months  of  this  fiscal  year,  we 
spent  $676  million  less  than  we  did  in  July 
and  August  of  last  year.  We  had  25,000  less 
people  working  for  the  Federal  Government 
in  July  of  this  year  than  we  had  in  July 
of  last  year.  We  reduced  our  deficit  in  half. 
We  cut  the  budget  over  a  billion  dollars. 

We  have  saved  on  the  things  that  we  did 
not  need  to  have  so  we  would  have  the  things 
that  we  needed  to  buy.  We  have  a  good 
poverty  program.  We  have  a  good  health 
program.  We  have  a  good  education  pro- 
gram.    We  have  a  good  highway  program. 

We  are  moving  America  forward.  We 
need  Pennsylvania's  help.  We  need  Gene- 
vieve Blatt.  We  need  Jim  Haggerty.  We 
need  Dan  Flood.  And  Hubert  Humphrey 
and  I  need  you  November  3d. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  12:25  p.m.  at  the 
Wilkes-Barre-Scranton  Airport,  Avoca,  Pa.  In  his 
opening  words  he  referred  to  Patrick  J.  Mellody, 
chairman  of  the  Lackawanna  County  Democratic 
Committee,  Senator  Joseph  S.  Clark  of  Pennsylvania, 
Genevieve  Blatt,  Secretary  of  Internal  Aflairs  for 
Pennsylvania  and  Democratic  candidate  for  Sena- 
tor, former  Governor  David  L.  Lawrence  of  Penn- 
sylvania, Representative  Daniel  J.  Flood  of  Penn- 
sylvania, and  James  J.  Haggerty,  Democratic 
candidate  for  Representative. 
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662    Remarks  in  New  York  City  at  the  Annual  Dinner  of  the 
Alfred  E.  Smith  Memorial  Foundation.     October  14,  1964 


Your  Eminence,  distinguished  guests  at  the 
head  table,  ladies  and  gentlemen: 

It  is  a  source  of  great  pride  to  be  invited 
by  His  Eminence  Francis  Cardinal  Spell- 
man  to  participate  in  this  dinner  in  honor  of 
one  of  America's  greatest  men — Alfred  E. 
Smith. 

I  am  particularly  proud  to  say  that  in  1928, 
although  I  was  not  old  enough  to  vote,  I 
campaigned  for  his  election  to  the  Presi- 
dency of  the  United  States.  And  it  is  w^ith 
the  deepest  pride  that  I  participated  in  help- 
ing our  late  beloved  President,  John  Fitz- 
gerald Kennedy,  prove  to  the  v^orld  that 
there  are  no  religious  bars  to  the  highest 
office  in  our  land.  And  w^hat  I  say  to  you 
tonight  represents  w^hat  I  believe  Al  Smith 
would  have  endorsed  had  he  been  here 
tonight,  because  he  was  a  man  of  true 
compassion. 

I  have  prepared  a  statement  somewhat 
more  lengthy  than  I  think  would  be  appro- 
priate to  give  at  this  late  hour,  but  I  shall 
try  to  hit  the  high  points,  and  I  stand  upon 
everything  in  the  somewhat  fuller  exposition. 

I  was  delighted  to  be  welcomed  back  to 
the  great  State  of  New  York  by  my  old 
friend,  the  affable  Governor  of  this  State. 
I  gather  that  he  does  not  share  some  of  his 
colleagues'  views  on  immigration,  or  per- 
haps we  are  still  free  at  least  to  emigrate 
between  the  States! 

In  any  event,  I  always  find  it  a  source  of 
strength  to  come  to  this,  the  leading  city  in 
America,  this,  the  melting  pot  of  our  coun- 
try.   Here  I  get  inspiration  and  stimulation. 

America's  policies  toward  the  world  have 
been  carefully  built  through  the  years  by  the 
leaders  of  both  parties.  We  will  continue 
to  follow  this  course  because  it  has  brought 
us  a  hopeful  world. 


We  are,  and  we  will  remain,  the  strongest 
nation  on  earth.  We  are,  and  we  will  al- 
ways be,  ready  to  defend  freedom  anywhere. 

Strength  and  courage  are  essential,  but 
they  are  like  the  fuel  in  an  airplane.  You 
can't  go  without  it.  But  neither  will  it  take 
you  where  you  want  to  go.  For  that  you 
need  a  sense  of  direction,  caution  in  the  cock- 
pit, and  an  experienced  pilot. 

But  strength  is  not  enough.  Other  na- 
tions feared  the  might  of  Hider,  but  they 
would  not  follow  him.  They  will  not  asso- 
ciate themselves  with  us  just  because  of  our 
bombs  or  our  missiles  or  our  factories.  We 
have  learned  that  to  deal  with  the  world  it 
must  be  seen  in  all  of  its  fantastic 
complexities. 

Almost  all  general  statements  about  the 
world  are  wrong.  They  are  not  necessarily 
false;  they  seem  to  me  just  to  be  inadequate. 

It  is  true,  for  example,  that  communism 
is  a  deadly  danger,  but  Russia  is  a  different 
kind  of  danger  from  Yugoslavia.  A  small 
Communist  Party  in  Africa  is  a  different 
danger  from  the  Government  of  Red  China. 
These  different  dangers  require  different 
policies  and  different  actions,  and  different 
replies. 

As  President,  I  have  no  special  gift  or 
prophecy.  But  I  do  have  a  special  perspec- 
tive, and  a  very  special  responsibility  to 
anticipate  the  dangers  and  the  opportunities 
of  the  future. 

Tonight  I  would  like  to  look  forward  to 
this  future  in  three  fields: 

First,  we  will  work  to  make  the  greatness 
of  our  institutions  match  the  grandeur  of 
our  intentions.  I  intend  to  do  even  more 
to  attract  the  best  minds  and  the  most  bril- 
liant talents  to  our  foreign  operations,  re- 
gardless of  background  or  race  or  party. 
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I  want,  also,  to  bring  more  young  people 
to  the  conduct  of  foreign  policy.  This  is 
the  first  generation  to  come  of  age  in  an  out- 
ward looking  America.  It  is  a  concerned 
generation.  Its  members  are  our  greatest 
asset.  We  intend  to  encourage  them  and 
to  give  them  early  responsibility.  This  will 
be  the  first  order  of  our  business.  Beyond 
the  association  of  the  West  is  the  association 
of  the  world.  I  do  not  intend  to  withdraw 
from  the  United  Nations.  I  do  not  intend 
to  weaken  it.  I  intend  to  do  everything  I 
can  to  strengthen  it. 

A  second  field  of  danger  and  opportunity 
is  in  our  confrontation  with  Russia  and  Com- 
munist China. 

Today  there  is  no  longer  one  cold  war; 
there  are  many.  They  differ  in  tempera- 
ture, intensity,  and  danger. 

Our  relations  with  the  Soviet  Union  have 
come  a  long  way  since  shoes  were  banged 
on  desks  here  in  New  York  and  a  summit 
meeting  collapsed  in  Paris. 

In  Asia  there  is  a  different  prospect.  The 
final  outcome  will  depend  on  the  will  of  the 
Asian  people.  But  as  long  as  they  turn  to  us 
for  help,  we  will  be  there.  We  will  not 
and  we  must  not  permit  the  great  civiliza- 
tions of  the  East — almost  half  of  the  people 
of  all  the  world — to  be  swallowed  up  in 
Communist  conquest. 

In  Viet-Nam  we  believe  that,  with  our 
help,  the  people  of  South  Viet-Nam  can  de- 
feat Communist  aggression.  We  will  con- 
tinue to  act  on  this  belief  without  reckless- 
ness and  without  retreat. 

A  third  field  of  opportunity  and  danger 
is  our  relation  to  the  developing  world.  I 
do  not  believe  that  our  island  of  abundance 
will  be  finally  secure  in  a  sea  of  despair  and 
unrest  or  in  a  world  where  even  the  op- 
pressed may  one  day  have  access  to  the 
engines  of  modern  destruction. 

Moreover,  there  is  a  great  moral  principle 


at  stake.  It  is  not  right  in  a  world  of  such 
infinite  possibilities  that  children  should  die 
of  hunger,  that  young  people  should  live  in 
ignorance,  that  men  should  be  crippled  by 
disease,  that  families  should  live  in  misery, 
shrouded  in  despair.  I  will  propose  steps  to 
use  the  food  and  agricultural  skills  of  the 
entire  West  in  a  joint  effort  to  eliminate 
hunger  and  starvation. 

We  will  seek  ways  to  stabilize  the  prices 
of  the  tropical  commodities  which  are  the 
life  blood  of  many  economies.  I  will  press 
for  prompt  execution  of  the  worldwide  coffee 
agreement,  and  seek  action  for  other 
products. 

We  will  give  our  support  most  of  all  to 
those  governments  whose  efforts  are  directed 
toward  the  welfare  of  all  their  people  and 
not  just  a  privileged  few. 

We  will  always  give  first  attention  to  our 
close  friendship  with  the  people  of  Latin 
America. 

You  and  every  citizen  of  this  land  can  be 
proud  of  the  role  that  we  have  played  over 
the  past  20  years.  None  has  ever  given  of 
itself  so  freely  to  the  needs  and  the  protec- 
tion of  others  as  the  United  States  of 
America. 

Of  course,  we  acted  out  of  enlightened 
self-interest.  We  are  a  nation  responsible 
to  our  people.  But  the  pages  of  history  can 
be  searched  in  vain  for  another  power  whose 
pursuit  of  that  self-interest  was  so  infused 
with  grandeur  of  spirit  and  morality  of 
purpose. 

We  have  done  this  because  this  is  the  kind 
of  people  we  are,  and  this  is  the  kind  of  a 
country  that  we  have  built. 

We  have  done  this  because  we  have  never 
believed  the  complexity  of  human  experi- 
ence could  be  bound  in  an  iron  cloak  of 
dogma. 

We  have  deep  beliefs.  But  we  have  fol- 
lowed where   reason   and  experience   led, 
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never  sacrificing  man  to  the  abstract  arro- 
gance of  ideology. 

There  were  those  who  thought  this  was  a 
flaw  in  freedom,  this  was  an  advantage  to 
the  Communists.  Well,  they  were  wrong. 
Unquestioned  obedience  to  an  unyielding 
system  will  not  satisfy  the  needs  of  man. 
And  time  is  slowly  unfolding  this  truth  to 
all  the  world  and  to  the  Communists  them- 
selves. 

All  of  us  who  live  today  are  also  a  race 
to  be  envied.  These  next  decades  can  set 
the  course  of  the  world  for  a  thousand  years 
or  more.  There  is  much  danger.  But  there 
is  also  the  joy  of  great  expectations.  We 
are  not  in  the  grip  of  history.  We  are  the 
makers  of  history.  We  have  the  power  and 
the  faith  to  forge  on  the  anvil  of  the  world 
an  age  tempered  to  the  hopes  of  man. 

How  fortunate  we  are  to  live  at  such  a 
time,  with  such  a  belief,  in  such  a  young 
and  resisdess  land. 

So  come  with  me  into  that  uncertain  day 
already  touched  with  dawn. 

Thank  you. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  11:20  p.m.  at  the 
Waldorf-Astoria  Hotel  in  New  York  City.  In  his 
opening  words  he  referred  to  His  Eminence  Francis 
Cardinal  Spellman,  Archbishop  of  New  York, 
founder  of  the  Alfred  E.  Smith  Memorial  Foundation. 
Later  he  referred  to  Governor  Nelson  A.  Rockefeller 
of  New  York. 

The  complete  text  of  the  President's  prepared 
statement  (see  reference  in  the  third  paragraph  of 
the  foregoing  remarks)  is  printed  below  as  released 
by  the  White  House. 

STATEMENT   BY  THE   PRESIDENT 

America's  policies  toward  the  world  have 
been  carefully  built  by  leaders  of  both  parties 
over  a  generation.  We  have  followed  a 
steady  course,  not  as  the  result  of  a  con- 
spiracy, and  not  because  we  have  stifled 
debate.  We  have  followed  it  because  these 
policies  are  the  only  way  to  defend  freedom 
and  keep  the  peace. 


We  will  continue  to  follow  this  course. 

It  has  brought  a  more  hopeful  world. 

Let  me  be  clear  about  the  foundation  of 
our  policies.  We  are,  and  we  will  remain, 
the  strongest  nation  on  earth.  We  are  and 
we  always  will  be  ready  to  defend  freedom. 

Strength  and  courage  are  essential.  But 
they  are  like  the  fuel  in  an  airplane.  You 
can't  go  without  it.  But  neither  will  it  take 
you  where  you  want  to  go.  For  that  you 
need  a  sense  of  direction,  caution  in  the  cock- 
pit, and  an  experienced  pilot. 

On  these  qualities  we  have  built  our  leader- 
ship in  the  cause  of  freedom. 

To  lead,  we  must  be  respected.  Strength 
is  not  enough.  Other  nations  feared  the 
might  of  Hider,  but  they  would  not  follow 
him.  They  will  not  associate  themselves 
with  us  just  because  of  our  bombs  or  our 
missiles  or  our  factories. 

There  must  be  identification  with  our 
ideals  and  our  intentions — confidence  in  our 
wisdom  and  restraint — ^faith  in  our  vision 
and  our  purpose. 

We  have  not  been  blinded  by  the  illusion 
that  all  the  world  is  divided  into  satellites  or 
enemies. 

We  have  not  been  blinded  by  the  illusion 
of  placing  all  our  trust  in  bombs  and  armies. 

We  have  not  been  blinded  by  the  illusion 
that  we  could  have  our  way  through  threat 
and  ultimatum. 

Because  we  have  been  firm  as  well  as  pa- 
tient, we  have  the  trust  of  our  allies. 

Because  we  have  proved  our  passion  for 
peace,  we  have  been  supported  in  time  of 
danger. 

Because  we  have  turned  our  support  to 
the  forces  of  progress,  the  forces  of  progress 
have  begun  to  turn  to  us. 

Because  we  have  been  responsible  in  con- 
trol of  our  power,  we  have  won  the  confi- 
dence of  all  who  know  the  terrors  of  the 
atom. 
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Let  us  be  clear. 

If  this  country  is  ever  guided  by  policies 
which  do  not  command  this  kind  of  respect, 
no  force  in  all  the  world  will  keep  the  grand 
alliance  of  freedom  from  being  scattered  like 
sand  before  the  wind. 

We  have  learned  that  to  deal  with  the 
world  it  must  be  seen  in  all  its  fantastic 
complexities. 

Almost  all  general  statements  about  the 
world  are  wrong.  They  are  not  necessarily 
false.    They  are  just  inadequate. 

It  is  true,  for  example,  that  communism  is 
a  danger.  But  Russia  is  a  different  kind  of 
danger  from  Yugoslavia.  A  small  Commu- 
nist Party  in  Africa  is  a  different  danger 
from  the  Government  of  Red  China. 

These  different  dangers  require  different 
policies,  different  actions,  and  different 
replies. 

Beware  of  those  who  come  to  you  with 
simple  slogans.  Theirs  is  the  path  of  peril 
and  not  of  peace. 

As  President  I  have  no  special  gift  of 
prophecy.  But  I  do  have  a  special  perspec- 
tive, and  a  special  responsibility  to  antici- 
pate the  dangers  and  opportunities  of  the 
future. 

Tonight  I  would  like  to  look  toward  this 
future  in  three  fields. 

First,  we  will  work  to  make  the  greatness 
of  our  institutions  match  the  grandeur  of 
our  intentions. 

Foreign  policy  does  not  work  in  the  ab- 
stract. It  is  conducted  by  men  working 
within  institutions.  Its  effectiveness  de- 
pends upon  the  talent  of  the  men  and  the 
toughness  of  the  institutions. 

You  are  already  served  with  devotion  and 
love  of  country  by  thousands  of  outstanding 
men  and  women  you  do  not  know,  in  places 
you  cannot  name.    I  am  proud  of  them. 

I  intend  to  do  even  more  to  attract  the  best 
minds   and   most   brilliant   talents   to  our 


foreign  operations — ^regardless  of  back- 
ground, or  race,  or  party. 

I  want,  also,  to  bring  more  young  people 
to  the  conduct  of  foreign  policy.  This  is 
the  first  generation  to  come  of  age  in  an 
outward  looking  America.  It  is  a  concerned 
generation.  Its  members  are  our  greatest 
asset.  We  intend  to  encourage  them  and 
give  them  early  responsibility.  This  will 
be  a  first  order  of  business. 

We  will  strengthen  not  only  our  own  in- 
stitutions but  those  which  we  share  with 
others. 

We  will  continue  to  work  toward  Euro- 
pean unity  and  Atlantic  partnership,  know- 
ing that  progress  will  require  initiative  and 
sacrifice  from  us  as  well  as  from  Europe — 
that  success  will  come  from  years  of  patient 
effort  and  not  a  single  dramatic  move — ^that 
the  steps  ahead  may  be  more  difficult  than 
the  ones  behind. 

Beyond  the  association  of  the  West  is  the 
association  of  the  world. 

I  do  not  intend  to  withdraw  from  the 
United  Nations.  I  do  not  intend  to  weaken 
it.     I  intend  to  strengthen  it. 

The  United  Nations  has  flaws  and  it  has 
had  failures.  It  now  faces  a  major  consti- 
tutional crisis.  That  crisis  must  be  resolved 
so  that  every  nation  bears  its  full  share  of 
the  costs  and  burdens. 

Let  no  one  think  this  position  is  shaped 
by  the  pressures  of  an  election.  This  prin- 
ciple is  vital  if  the  United  States  is  to  com- 
mand the  respect  and  confidence  which  its 
great  purpose  requires. 

With  all  its  defects,  the  United  Nations 
has  been  a  source  of  innumerable  achieve- 
ments for  peace  and  for  the  dignity  of  man. 

And  wherever  it  has  gone — from  the 
Congo  to  the  Gaza  strip — the  Communists 
have  not  conquered.  This  is  not  because  it 
is  our  ally  in  the  cold  war.  But  it  is  on  the 
side  of  the  independence  of  nations.    And 
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that  is  the  side  we  are  on. 

Twenty  years  after  World  War  I  the 
League  of  Nations  was  dying  and  war  was 
near.  Twenty  years  after  World  War  II 
the  United  Nations  is  stronger  than  ever  and 
peace  is  nearer. 

A  second  field  of  danger  and  opportunity 
is  in  our  confrontation  with  Russia  and 
Communist  China. 

There  is  no  longer  one  cold  war.  There 
are  many.  They  differ  in  temperature,  in- 
tensity, and  danger. 

Our  relations  with  the  Soviet  Union  have 
come  a  long  way  since  shoes  were  banged  on 
desks  here  in  New  York  and  a  summit 
meeting  collapsed  in  Paris. 

The  test  ban  treaty  and  the  "hot  line" 
would  not  have  been  possible  10  years  ago. 
Conditions  did  not  permit  such  acts  of 
reason. 

When  this  is  so  men  must  work  to  change 
these  conditions.  This  we  did,  from  the 
Marshall  plan  to  the  Cuban  crisis. 

And  men  must  also  have  the  vision  to 
seize  the  day  of  opportunity  when  it  comes. 
This  too  we  have  done. 

I  believe  we  may  be  nearing  a  time  for  fur- 
ther and  more  lasting  steps  toward  decreas- 
ing tensions  and  a  diminishing  arms  race. 
I  will  try  to  take  those  steps — always  in 
consultation  with  our  friends. 

I  will  expect  respect  for  our  courage  and 
our  convictions.  I  will  offer  understanding 
for  the  concerns  and  interests  of  others. 

I  will  work  for  the  growth  of  freedom  and 
the  survival  of  man. 

In  Asia  there  is  a  different  prospect.  On 
that  strife-streaked  continent  an  ambitious 
and  aggressive  power  menaces  weak  and 
poor  nations. 

Here — as  we  have  done  in  Europe — we 
must  help  create  the  conditions  which  can 
make  peace  possible.  The  task  is  different 
and  more  diflScult.    It  is  not  less  important. 


We  will  assist  against  attack.  We  will 
stren,gthen  our  commitments  of  alliance. 
We  will  work  with  the  nations  of  Asia  to 
build  the  hope  and  self-confidence  on  which 
their  independence  must  rest. 

The  final  outcome  will  depend  on  the 
will  of  the  Asian  people.  But  as  long  as 
they  turn  to  us  for  help  we  will  be  there. 
We  will  not  permit  the  great  civilizations 
of  the  East — almost  half  the  people  of  the 
world — to  be  swallowed  up  in  Communist 
conquest. 

Let  no  one  be  foolhardy  enough  to  doubt 
the  strength  of  that  unyielding  American 
commitment. 

In  Viet-Nam  we  believe  that,  with  our 
help,  the  people  of  South  Viet-Nam  can  de- 
feat Communist  aggression.  We  will  con- 
tinue to  act  on  this  belief  without  reckless- 
ness and  without  retreat. 

A  third  field  of  opportunity  and  danger 
is  our  relation  to  the  developing  world. 

Here,  there  is  a  lesson  from  our  own  his- 
tory— one  that  I  know  so  well.  America 
still  bears  many  scars  because  our  South 
lagged  behind  while  the  North  leaped  for- 
ward. That  gap  contributed  to  a  civil  war 
and  a  great  depression. 

Today  Rio  and  New  Delhi  are  close  to 
New  York;  closer  than  Adanta  or  Johnson 
City  once  were. 

I  do  not  believe  that  our  island  of  abun- 
dance will  be  finally  secure  in  a  sea  of  despair 
and  unrest,  or  in  a  world  where  even  the  op- 
pressed may  one  day  have  access  to  the  en- 
gines of  modern  destruction. 

Moreover,  there  is  a  great  moral  principle 
at  stake.  It  is  not  right — in  a  world  of  such 
infinite  possibilities — that  children  should 
die  of  hunger,  that  young  people  should  live 
in  ignorance,  that  men  should  be  crippled 
by  disease,  that  families  should  live  in  mis- 
ery, shrouded  in  despair. 

If  we  truly  mean  our  commitment  to  free- 
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dom,  we  must  help  strike  at  the  conditions 
which  make  a  mockery  of  that  hope. 

Since  President  Truman  announced  the 
point  4  program  we  have  extended  the  hand 
of  compassion  toward  the  world's  oppressed. 
We  will  continue  this  help.  But  it  is  now 
clear  that  the  tools  we  have  developed  will 
not  do  the  job  alone. 

I  will  propose  steps  to  use  the  food  and 
agricultural  skills  of  the  entire  West  in  a 
joint  effort  to  eliminate  hunger  and  starva- 
tion. 

We  will  seek  ways  to  stabilize  the  prices 
of  the  tropical  commodities  which  are  the 
life  blood  of  many  economies.  I  will  press 
for  prompt  execution  of  the  worldwide 
coffee  agreement,  and  seek  action  for  other 
products. 

We  will  give  our  support  most  of  all  to 
those  governments  whose  efforts  are  directed 
toward  the  welfare  of  all  their  people  and 
not  a  privileged  few. 

And  we  will  always  give  first  attention  to 
our  close  friendship  with  the  people  of  Latin 
America.  Those  who  share  the  views  and 
values  of  our  civilization,  who  share  our 
convictions  in  the  council  chambers,  must 
also  share  the  dividends  of  progress  and  the 
dignity  of  freedom. 

We  have  the  skills  and  resources  to  im- 
prove the  life  of  man.  I  do  not  believe  we 
lack  the  imagination  to  find  ways  to  shatter 
the  barrier  between  man's  capacity  and 
man's  needs. 

These  are  some  of  the  difficulties  through 
which  we  will  move  in  years  to  come.  There 
are  many  others. 

For  20  years,  under  four  Presidents,  we 
have  kept  faith  with  the  same  broad  prin- 
ciples in  pursuit  of  the  same  basic  goals. 

You,  and  every  citizen  of  this  land,  can 
be  proud  of  the  role  that  we  have  played. 

No  great  power  has  ever  acted  with  a  more 
abundant  spirit  or  spacious  vision  than  the 


United  States  of  America. 

None  has  ever  given  of  itself  so  freely  to 
the  needs  and  protection  of  others,  as  the 
United  States  of  America. 

None  has  ever  walked  the  stage  of  the 
world  so  exempt  of  ambition  for  conquest  or 
domination  as  the  United  States  of  America. 

Of  course,  we  acted  out  of  enlightened 
self-interest.  We  are  a  nation  responsible 
to  our  people.  But  the  pages  of  history  can 
be  searched  in  vain  for  another  power  whose 
pursuit  of  that  self-interest  was  so  infused 
with  grandeur  of  spirit  and  morality  of 
purpose. 

We  have  done  this  because  this  is  the  kind 
of  people  we  are,  and  this  is  the  kind  of 
country  we  have  built. 

We  have  done  this  because  we  have  never 
believed  the  complexity  of  human  experi- 
ence could  be  bound  in  an  iron  cloak  of 
dogma. 

We  have  deep  beliefs.  But  we  have  fol- 
lowed where  reason  and  experience  led,  never 
sacrificing  man  to  the  abstract  arrogance  of 
ideology. 

There  were  those  who  thought  this  was 
a  flaw  in  freedom — an  advantage  to  the 
Communists. 

They  were  wrong.  Unquestioning  obedi- 
ence to  an  unyielding  system  will  not  satisfy 
the  needs  of  man. 

And  time  is  slowly  unfolding  this  truth 
to  the  world,  and  to  the  Communists  them- 
selves. 

In  1776  John  Adams  wrote  to  a  friend: 
"You  and  I  .  .  .  have  been  sent  into  life 
at  a  time  when  the  greatest  law  givers  of 
antiquity  would  have  wished  to  live.  How 
few  of  the  human  race  have  ever  enjoyed 
(such)  an  opportunity  ..." 

All  of  us  who  live  today  are  also  a  race 
to  be  envied.  These  next  decades  can  set 
the  course  of  the  world  for  a  thousand  years. 
There  is  much  danger.    But  there  is  also  the 
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joy  of  great  expectations.  We  are  not  in 
the  grip  of  history.  We  are  the  makers. 
We  have  the  power  and  the  faith  to  forge 
on  the  anvil  of  the  world  an  age  tempered 
to  the  hopes  of  man. 

How  fortunate  we  are  to  live  at  such  a 
time,  with  such  a  belief,  in  such  a  young  and 


resistless  land. 

Come  with  me  into  that  uncertain  day 
already  touched  with  dawn. 

note:  This  is  the  text  o£  a  White  House  release 
entitled  "Statement  by  the  President  at  the  Al  Smith 
Dinner,  Waldorf-Astoria  Hotel,  New  York  City." 
See  also  note,  page  133 1,  following  the  President's 
remarks  at  the  dinner. 


663    Statement  by  the  President  Upon  Approving  a  Veterans'  Life 
Insurance  and  Pension  Bill.     October  14,  1964 


I  HAVE  approved  H.R.  1927,  a  bill  relating 
to  veterans'  life  insurance  and  pension 
programs. 

This  bill  v^ill  immediately  increase  pen- 
sions for  over  i  million  needy  veterans, 
widow^s,  and  children.  It  v^ill  also  reopen 
National  Service  Life  Insurance  for  approxi- 
mately 4  million  veterans  v^ith  service- 
incurred  disabilities  and  for  those  veterans 
v^ho  are  so  seriously  disabled  they  are  no 
longer  commercially  insurable.  I  urge  all 
eligible  veterans  to  explore  this  opportunity 
to  help  provide  financial  security  for  their 
families. 

This  legislation  also  increases  the  options 
of  those  veterans  who  nov^  carry  National 
Service  Life  Insurance  policies  so  that  they 
can,  if  they  so  desire,  convert  their  policies 
to  plans  providing  for  level  premium  pay- 
ments during  the  rest  of  their  lifetime. 
Many  can  avoid  premium  increases  every  5 
years,  which  grow  progressively  higher  as 
they  grow  older,  often  becoming  an  intolera- 
ble burden  in  their  old  age  when  their  finan- 
cial resources  tend  to  be  substantially 
reduced. 

Finally,   the   legislation   will   make   im- 


portant improvements  in  the  veterans'  pen- 
sion program,  while  adhering  to  the  principle 
that  veterans'  pensions  are  based  on  need  as 
determined  by  graduated  income  scales  and 
tests  of  disability  and  unemployability.  Over 
I  million  pensioners  will  receive  at  least  a 
cost-of-living  increase  of  about  7  percent, 
and  those  with  the  lowest  incomes,  who  are 
in  the  greatest  need,  will  receive  increases  of 
15  to  17  percent. 

Of  particular  significance  is  the  change  in 
the  pension  provisions  dealing  with  recoup- 
ment. Until  now,  in  determining  eligibility 
for  pensions,  veterans  were  permitted  to  ex- 
clude from  income  the  lump  sum  value  of 
any  contributions  they  may  have  made  to  so- 
cial security  or  other  retirement  systems. 
Now,  H.R.  1927  substitutes  a  new  provision 
spreading  recoupment  over  the  life  expect- 
ancy of  the  individual,  allowing  a  deduction 
of  10  percent  annually  of  the  benefits  received 
by  the  veteran  under  his  social  security,  an- 
nuity, or  other  retirement  systems. 

This  legislation  will  substantially 
strengthen  our  services  to  our  veterans. 

note:  As  enacted,  H.R.  1927,  approved  October  13, 
is  Public  Law  88-664  (78  Stat.  1094). 
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66^    Statement  by  the  President  Upon  Approving  Bill  Authorizing  a 
Retirement  System  for  Certain  Employees  of  the  Central 
Intelligence  Agency.     October  14,  1964 


I  HAVE  signed  H.R.  8427,  a  bill  which 
would  authorize  a  special  retirement  and  dis- 
ability system  for  a  limited  number  of  em- 
ployees of  the  Central  Intelligence  Agency, 
whose  work  is  of  a  demanding  or  specialized 
nature.  This  legislation  is  fundamentally 
meritorious. 

However,  I  must  express  objection  to  a 
provision  in  this  bill  which  would  require 
that  the  rules  and  regulations  prescribed  by 
the  Director  of  Central  Intelligence  for  the 
establishment  and  maintenance  of  the  retire- 
ment system  not  take  effect  until  approved 
by  the  chairmen  and  ranking  minority  mem- 
bers of  the  Armed  Services  Committees  of 
the  House  and  Senate. 

Four  Attorneys  General  of  the  United 
States  have  held  that  legislative  provisions 
vesting  in  congressional  committees  the 
power  to  approve  or  disapprove  actions  of  the 


executive  branch  are  unconstitutional.  This 
conclusion  is  equally  applicable  to  the  pro- 
vision in  H.R.  8427  which  vests  such  power 
in  particular  members  of  congressional  com- 
mittees. Such  a  provision  attempts  to  confer 
executive  powers  on  the  members  of  the 
legislative  branch,  in  violation  of  the  consti- 
tutional principle  of  separation  of  powers. 

However,  I  recognize  that  the  adoption  of 
this  objectionable  provision  is  due  in  large 
part  to  the  fact  that  the  anticipated  coverage 
of  the  retirement  system,  which  was  ex- 
plained to  the  committees,  cannot  for  security 
reasons  be  set  forth  in  the  bill.  Accordingly, 
I  shall  treat  this  provision  as  a  request  for 
consultation  with  the  named  committee 
members,  and  shall  ask  the  Director  to  com- 
ply with  it  on  that  basis. 

note:  As  enacted,  H.R.  8427,  approved  October  13, 
is  Public  Law  88-643  (7^  Stat.  1043). 


665     Statement  by  the  President  Upon  Approving  the  Reserve  Officers' 
Training  Corps  VitaUzation  Act.     October  14,  1964 


I  HAVE  approved  H.R.  9124,  the  "Reserve 
Officers'  Training  Corps  Vitalization  Act  of 
1964." 

The  roots  of  the  ROTC  program  reach 
back  more  than  a  century  to  1862  when  the 
Morrill  Act  required  the  land  grant  colleges 
to  offer  courses  in  military  training.  The 
program  as  we  know  it  today  is  founded 
on  the  National  Defense  Act  of  19 16. 

Under  the  authority  so  wisely  provided, 
the  ROTC  has  become  familiar  to  all  and 
has  trained  many,  many  thousands  of  our 
young  men  in  the  leadership  so  necessary  in 
the  three  major  conflicts  in  which  we  have 
been  engaged  during  this  century.    Today, 


this  vital  program  constitutes  the  largest 
single  source  of  trained  officers  not  just  for 
the  Reserves,  but  for  the  Regular  forces  as 
well. 

I  am  convinced  that  the  bill  I  have  ap- 
proved today  will  bring  about  a  marked  im- 
provement in  the  ROTC  programs  being 
conducted  in  our  colleges  and  universities, 
and  I  congratulate  the  Congress  for  the 
changes  it  has  made  to  this  end. 

The  bill  permits  the  establishment  of  new 
2-year  ROTC  programs,  in  addition  to  con- 
tinuing the  traditional  4-year  programs  au- 
thorized by  previous  legislation.  This  will 
open  the  ROTC  to  many  young  men  who 
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have  been  unable  to  qualify  before,  either 
because  they  were  transferees  from  a  junior 
college  or  because  the  heavy  academic  load 
of  freshman  and  sophomore  years  has  pre- 
vented them  from  participating. 

The  bill  also  permits  the  Army  and  the 
Air  Force  to  award  scholarships  comparable 
to  those  which  have  been  authorized  for  the 
Navy  since  1947  under  the  so-called  Hollo- 
way  plan.  While  these  scholarships  should 
help  to  strengthen  the  4-year  ROTC  pro- 
grams for  which  they  have  been  provided,  I 
earnestly  hope  that  the  Congress  will  later 
see  fit  to  make  them  available  to  participants 
in  the  new  2-year  program  as  well. 

The  bill,  however,  contains  one  feature 
which  concerns  me.  This  involves  pro- 
visions which  specify  that  junior  ROTC 
units  in  secondary  institutions  must  be  estab- 
lished within  prescribed  numerical  limits 
if  the  institutions  meet  certain  standards  and 


criteria.  The  bill  further  provides  that  the 
President  shall  promulgate,  by  January  i, 
1966,  the  regulations  prescribing  such 
standards  and  criteria. 

I  am  aware  of  the  fact  that  the  junior 
ROTC  program  has  been  the  subject  of  some 
controversy  over  the  years.  Even  though 
the  program  fulfills  no  direct  military  re- 
quirement, it  continues  to  occupy  the  full 
time  of  several  hundred  members  of  our 
active  military  personnel.  Before  I  promul- 
gate any  regulations  relating  to  the  expan- 
sion of  the  program,  I  have  asked  the  Secre- 
tary of  Defense  to  conduct  a  thorough  study 
of  it  and  to  ascertain  whether  it  can  be  made 
responsive  to  the  needs  of  our  national  de- 
fense and  yet  be  conducted  at  the  lowest 
possible  cost. 

note:  As  enacted,  H.R.  9124,  approved  October  13, 
is  Public  Law  88-647   (78  Stat.  1063). 


666    Remarks  at  a  Rally  at  the  Rochester,  N.Y.,  Airport. 
October  15,  1964 


THANK  YOU,  Bob  Kennedy.  I  treasure 
those  statements.  I  consider  them  as  among 
my  most  prized  possessions.  I  know  of 
no  one  who  is  in  a  better  position  to  know 
my  relationship  and  my  work  with  our  late, 
beloved  President  than  you,  and  you  make 
me  feel  very  humble  and  very  proud  and 
very  obligated  to,  as  I  said  before,  continue 
with  the  ideals  that  he  enunciated  and  which 
he  was  in  the  process  of  carrying  out. 


Mayor  Lamb,  Mayor  Wagner,  Governor 
Harriman,  my  friend  State  Chairman  Mc- 
Keon,  Sea'etary  Folsom,  our  two  wonderful 
congressional  candidates,  John  Williams  of 
Rochester  in  the  ^6th  District,  and  Neil 
Bubel  in  the  ^yth  District,  Chairman  Bob 
O'Brien,  ladies  and  gentlemen,   boys  and 


girls: 

I  feel  so  good  about  having  a  chance  to 
come  back  here  and  be  with  you.  I  was  here 
a  good  deal  of  my  time  in  i960  and  never 
have  I  been  any  place  where  I  found  more 
interested  people  in  the  affairs  of  their  coun- 
try, more  genuine  friends,  and  more  happy 
and  progressive  citizens.  So  I  like  Upstate 
New  York,  and  I  am  so  happy  when  you 
ask  me  to  come  back  here  again. 

I  have  told  Bob  Kennedy  that  after  we  get 
this  election  behind  us  in  November,  and  the 
things  that  flow  with  it,  and  we  get  the 
votes  in  the  box,  and  the  results  are  an- 
nounced, that  one  of  the  things  I  want  to  do 
is  to  come  with  your  new  Senator  to  Upstate 
New  York  and  evaluate  and  study  your 
problems,  and  try  to  be  of  such  help  as  I 
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can,  not  only  to  putting  him  to  work  for 
New  York,  but  putting  his  great  abilities 
and  talents  to  work  for  the  entire  Nation 
and  the  entire  world. 

Now,  this  country  needs  its  most  able,  most 
talented,  most  progressive  men  that  are  avail- 
able in  the  service  of  their  country.  The 
country  needs  Robert  Kennedy  in  Washing- 
ton. New  York  needs  Robert  Kennedy  in 
the  United  States  Senate.  There  is  really 
no  conceivable  way  that  the  Senate  can  keep 
from  being  Democratic. 

It  now  has  Sy  Democratic  Senators.  The 
best  estimates  are  that  we  will  increase  that 
number  by  several.  The  worst  estimates  are 
that  we  would  lose  two  or  three.  But  we 
are  going  to  have  a  majority,  or  more  than 
50.  So  the  chairmen  and  the  majorities  and 
the  important  assignments  are  going  to  be 
made  by  the  majority  party.  And  New  York 
ought  to  have  its  Senator  participating  in 
those  majority  decisions,  and  I  think  you  will 
have  Bob  Kennedy  doing  that  after  No- 
vember 3d. 

Bob  Kennedy  has  a  reputation  that  is 
known  throughout  the  world.  He  has  a 
name  that  is  beloved  in  every  household. 
But  that,  in  itself,  is  not  reason  alone  to  select 
him  as  a  public  servant. 

I  think  the  thing  that  each  of  you  should 
weigh  in  your  mind  in  selecting  your  offi- 
cials is  the  same  thing  that  you  consider  in 
selecting  someone  to  work  with  or  that  works 
for  you. 

Robert  Kennedy  has  experience.  He  has 
training.  He  has  demonstrated  ability. 
His  experience  in  fighting  crime,  his  great 
knowledge  in  the  field  of  education  and 
training  of  our  children,  his  understanding 
and  participation  in  our  housing  problems, 
his  expertness  in  the  field  of  defense  and  his 
intimate  association  with  the  Joint  Chiefs  of 
Staff  and  the  Secretary  of  Defense,  his  con- 
tributions in  the  all-important — the  number 


one  important — ^problem  in  the  world,  the 
area  of  peace,  make  him  a  most  unusual  and 
a  most  valuable  and  a  most  needed  public 
servant. 

The  greatest  aid  that  New  York  citizens 
can  give  to  their  country  now  is  to  make 
certain  that  Robert  Kennedy  and  Democratic 
New  York  Congressmen  are  sent  to  Wash- 
ington to  work  for  a  program  for  the  people 
next  January. 

And  you  don't  just  send  Bob  Kennedy  to 
Washington  when  you  elect  him  Senator. 
He,  like  the  rest  of  us,  outmarried  himself 
and  you  send  one  of  the  most  effective,  in- 
telligent, and  gracious  persons  that  I  have 
ever  known — Ethel  Kennedy.  I  think  so 
much  of  her  that  when  we  had  great  prob- 
lems in  my  State  and  we  were  evenly  divided, 
the  first  person  I  asked  to  come  to  Texas, 
even  before  I  asked  the  Democratic  presi- 
dential candidate,  was  Ethel  Kennedy.  She 
visited  practically  every  major  city  in  that 
State,  and  everywhere  she  went  she  left  in- 
delibly imprinted  on  their  minds  an  impres- 
sion of  a  competent,  dedicated  person. 

I  will  also  appreciate  your  help  in  sending 
John  Williams,  of  Rochester,  because  we 
need  his  effective  services  in  the  House  of 
Representatives,  and  you  need  him  as  your 
Congressman.  Young,  energetic,  talented, 
and  able — he  can  do  things  for  New  York, 
and  you  want  things  done  for  New  York. 

And  we  all  need  to  have  Neil  Bubel  join 
him  from  the  37th  District,  because  we  can 
work  there  as  a  team,  a  team  to  bring  peace 
to  the  world  and  prosperity  to  all  of  our 
people. 

So  I  hope  that  you  will  concentrate  the 
next  3  weeks  on  helping  Bob  Kennedy,  and 
helping  John  Williams,  and  helping  Neil 
Bubel.  And  if  you  have  any  time  left  over, 
help  Hubert  Humphrey  and  me. 

I  think  here  in  this  great  city  of  Rochester 
you  know  something  about  the  meaning  of 
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responsibility.  This  is  the  hometown  of 
one  of  the  most  responsible  Americans  who 
ever  lived  in  our  country,  a  crusader  for 
equality  and  human  rights — Susan  B.  An- 
thony. 

Here  in  Rochester,  great  corporations  have 
flourished,  and  you  have  fostered  a  long  and 
proud  tradition  of  healthy  trade  unions. 
You  have  made  Rochester  a  byword  for  in- 
vention and  for  technological  innovation. 
And  you  have  used  the  fruits  of  your  eco- 
nomic foresight  and  enterprise  to  enrich 
your  lives.  This  is  the  spirit  of  responsi- 
bility that  has  built  this  great  city. 

I  believe  the  American  people  want  a 
responsible  government.  And  that  means 
a  government  that  works  actively  to  promote 
the  prosperity  of  all  Americans. 

This  has  been  the  goal  of  the  Kennedy- 
Johnson  administration.  Here  in  the  State 
of  New  York,  responsible  policies  are  paying 
off,  responsible  Government  decisions. 

Employment  in  Rochester  has  increased 
by  16,000  jobs.  Our  goal,  our  objective,  is 
the  day  when  every  man  and  woman  who 
wants  to  work  in  Rochester  will  be  able  to 
work  in  a  decent  job. 

A  responsible  government  will  not  turn 
its  back  on  workers  whose  jobs  have  been 
taken  over  by  machines.  You  know,  last 
year  we  trained  nearly  9,000  men  and  women 
in  new  skills  in  New  York.  I  intend  to 
speed  up  that  training  and  that  transition  of 
workers  into  new  industries. 

A  responsible  government  will  not  gaze 
into  the  sky  while  millions  of  Americans 
live  in  poverty.  Fourteen  percent — 14  per- 
cent— of  your  New  York  families  live  in 
poverty,  below  the  poverty  line.  Now,  we 
are  not  going  to  abandon  them  and  we  are 
not  going  to  forget  them,  and  we  are  going 
to  do  something  about  them. 

We  abolished  slavery  in  this  country  100 
years  ago,  and  beginning  this  year  we  are 


going  to  abolish  poverty  in  this  country,  be- 
cause a  responsible  government  is  going  to 
put  education  on  the  top  of  the  list  of  our 
unfinished  work.  In  the  next  10  years,  30 
million  boys  and  girls — 30  million — will  be 
ready  to  work.  We  intend  to  do  something 
about  these  needs. 

The  Johnson  administration,  aided  by  your 
two  Congressmen  that  you  are  going  to  se- 
lect, and  Senator  Kennedy,  will  be  guided 
by  the  principle  that  regardless  of  family  fi- 
nancial status,  education  should  be  open  to 
every  boy  and  girl  in  America  up  to  the 
highest  level  that  he  can  possibly  take. 

A  responsible  government  will  do  some- 
thing about  the  conditions  which  foster 
crime.  It's  not  enough  just  to  talk  about 
crime  in  September  and  October  of  every 
fourth  year.  Crime  is  something  you  just 
don't  talk  against.  Crime  is  something  you 
must  work  against.  Crime  is  something  you 
must  fight  against.  Crime  is  something 
you  must  vote  against. 

In  Congress  you  vote  and  you  work  to 
provide  employment,  education,  and  train- 
ing for  people  to  become  constructive  citi- 
zens. And  I  intend  in  the  next  4  years,  if 
you  are  willing,  to  continue  and  to  improve 
those  programs  which  take  our  young  people 
ofl  the  streets  and  to  give  them  a  decent 
break  in  life,  and  equal  opportunity. 

Responsible  government  means  a  govern- 
ment that  works  actively  to  build  our 
strength  and  to  maintain  the  peace. 

I  am  very  proud  to  be  able  to  say  to  you 
that  in  all  the  recorded  history  of  man,  no 
nation  has  ever  been  so  strong  in  arms  as 
your  Nation  is  today.  With  the  Presidents 
before  him,  but  particularly  with  President 
John  Fitzgerald  Kennedy,  he  developed  that 
strength  for  one  overriding  purpose:  be- 
cause he  had  a  passion  for  peace,  and  we 
have  an  obligation  to  him  to  keep  the  peace. 

In  37  meetings  of  the  Security  Council 
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during  the  frightening  days  of  the  Cuban 
missile  crisis,  surrounded  by  the  most  expert 
military  geniuses  that  West  Point  and  An- 
napolis could  produce,  the  coolest  man  in 
that  room,  the  man  with  the  most  cautious 
and  careful  judgment,  I  am  proud  to  say, 
was  the  man  that  you  had  selected  as  your 
Commander  in  Chief — John  Fitzgerald 
Kennedy.  And  sitting  there  with  him 
through  the  days  and  the  nights  that  fol- 
lowed was  his  loyal  and  dedicated  brother 
who  gave  him  excellent  and  helpful  as- 
sistance. 

Now,  we  know  that  we  will  not  keep  peace 
by  bluff,  by  bluster,  or  by  ultimatum.  Pa- 
tience and  strength  are  the  road  to  peace. 
Understanding  of  why  people  do  certain 
things  and  what  our  reaction  must  quickly 
be,  are  important  considerations.  These 
courses  must  be  walked  with  vigilance. 

I  have  no  doubt  that  freedom  is  going  to 
survive  in  this  troubled  world.  I  have  no 
doubt  that  democracy  is  ultimately  going  to 
win.  But  we  are  not  going  to  win  it  by 
quarreling  with  each  other,  by  questioning 
each  other's  patriotism,  or  by  mudslinging, 
muckraking,  or  getting  personal  with  the 
men  who  are  doing  their  dead  level  best  in 
the  interest  of  their  country.  We  are  not 
going  to  do  it  by  questioning  or  tearing  down 
our  cherished  institutions. 

We  have  in  Washington  dedicated  Re- 
publicans that  President  Kennedy  brought 
there — the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  the 
Secretary  of  Defense,  the  Chairman  of  the 
Central  Intelligence  Agency,  and  others  too 
numerous  to  mention.  And  all  of  these  men 
want  to  do  what  is  best  for  their  country. 
None  of  them  went  there  on  a  platform  of 
doing  what  is  wrong.  They  are  trying  so 
hard  to  protect  our  institutions,  and  this  is 
no  time  for  us  to  try  to  win  by  dividing 
brothers  against  brothers. 

I  know  I  feel,  and  I  hope  that  all  the  other 


members  of  my  party  feel,  as  good  Republi- 
cans on  this  platform  this  morning  feel,  that 
what  is  good  for  your  country  is  good  for 
your  party  and  yourself.  And  that  ought  to 
be  our  sole  criterion. 

How  can  we  unite  the  world  and  lead  it 
if  we  divide  among  ourselves?  How  can 
we  be  the  example  for  the  rest  of  the  world 
if  part  of  us  go  in  one  direction  and  part  in 
the  other,  if  some  of  us  preach  love  and 
faith,  and  the  others  preach  doubt  and  hate? 

So  let  us  all,  as  good  Christians,  focus  on 
those  values  that  can  unite  America,  and  try 
to  overlook  the  petty  things  that  divide 
America.  There  are  so  many  more  things 
that  unite  us  than  divide  us. 

Let's  try  to  lead  our  country  and  our 
friends.  Let's  try  to  teach  our  children  ta 
love  and  to  respect  their  neighbors  instead 
of  hating  and  suspecting  them.  Let's  say 
to  those  that  join  these  secret  societies  and 
march  in  the  night  with  masks  on  their 
heads,  that  this  is  not  really  the  thing  that 
built  America.  Let  us  all  come  out  in  the 
open  and  unite  behind  one  program,  and 
that  is,  preserving  our  country  first. 

Let's  say  to  these  men  of  little  faith,  the 
doubters  and  the  critics,  who  sometimes  be- 
come frustrated,  and  other  times  become  bit- 
ter—let's say,  "Let's  turn  the  other  cheek,"^ 
and  say,  "God  forgive  them,  for  they  really 
know  not  what  they  do." 

Here  in  New  York,  the  leading  State  in 
the  Union,  let  all  the  people  of  all  religions, 
of  all  ancestries,  regardless  of  how  they  spell 
their  name,  of  all  colors,  of  all  faiths — yes,, 
of  all  parties — let  us,  as  good  Americans  first, 
do  not  what  is  just  good  for  the  Democratic 
Party,  or  the  Republican  Party.  Let  us  on 
November  3d  go  and  do  what  each  of  us  in 
our  own  conscience  tells  us  is  best  for  our 
beloved  America. 

Thank  you. 
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note:  The  President  spoke  at  10:59  a.m.  at  a 
Democratic  rally  at  the  airport  in  Rochester,  N.Y. 
In  the  opening  words  of  his  formal  remarks  he 
referred  to  Mayor  Frank  Lamb  of  Rochester,  Mayor 
Robert  F.  Wagner  of  New  York  City,  W.  Averell 
Harriman,  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Political 
Affairs  and  former  Governor  of  New  York,  William 


H.  McKeon,  chairman  of  the  New  York  State  Demo- 
cratic Committee,  Marion  B.  Folsom,  former  Secre- 
tary of  Health,  Education,  and  Welfare,  John  C. 
Williams  and  Neil  F.  Bubel,  Democratic  candidates 
for  Representative,  and  Robert  O'Brien,  chairman 
of  the  Monroe  County  Democratic  Committee. 


66j    Remarks  at  the  City  Hall  in  Buffalo. 
October  15,  1964 


General  Kennedy — than\  you,  Bob  Ken- 
nedy, Mrs.  Kennedy,  Congressman  Duls\i, 
Mayor  Kowal,  my  beloved  friend  Bob  Wag- 
ner, whose  father  I  J{new  and  whose  father 
was  one  of  the  greatest  Americans  we  ever 
produced  that  represented  this  State  of  New 
Yor\  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  for 
many  years,  Governor  Harriman,  who  now 
serves  with  such  distinction,  my  old  friend 
Chairman  McKeon  of  the  State  Committee, 
Peter  Crotty,  your  very  able  leader  in  Erie 
County: 

We  need  some  help  down  in  Washington 
in  the  Congress.  We  have  a  Democratic 
Congress,  but  sometimes  we  win  President 
Kennedy's  program  and  my  program  by  just 
two  or  three  votes. 

So  we  want  to  ask  you  between  now  and 
November  3d  to  talk  to  your  friends  and 
your  neighbors,  and  ask  them  if  they  won't 
replace  this  fellow  Bill  Miller  with  Wesley 
Hilts.  He  could  join  the  majority  party 
instead  of  having  a  man  representing  the 
minority. 

He  could  join  the  majority  party  and  he 
and  Richard  (Max)  McCarthy,  working 
close  together  with  the  other  members  of  the 
Democratic  majority  in  the  House — and  the 
Senate  is  made  up  of  about  two-thirds  Dem- 
ocratic Senators,  so  it  is  going  to  be  a  Demo- 
cratic Senate  even  if  you  should  have  a 
Republican  President — and  I  can't  imagine 
the  intelligent  people  of  Buflalo  wanting  to 
send  a  Republican  down  to  work  with  a 


bunch  of  Democrats  that  are  in  control  of 
the  Congress. 

So  let's  do  our  job;  let's  take  Wesley  Hilts, 
Max  McCarthy,  and  Bob  Kennedy  and  send 
a  real  fighting  team. 

There  are  a  good  many  reasons  why  this 
is  important  and  I  will  touch  on  them  very 
briefly  because  I  know  you  don't  want  a  long 
speech. 

But  New  York  State,  the  leading  State 
in  the  Union,  needs  a  Democratic  Sena- 
tor to  work  with  the  leading  Senators  in 
the  Senate.  You  don't  often,  when  you 
go  out  to  select  an  employee,  find  one  with 
the  experience  and  with  the  training  and 
with  the  knowledge  and  with  the  associa- 
tions and  with  the  understanding  not  only 
in  Washington  with  the  Cabinet,  with  the 
Senate,  with  the  House,  but  throughout  the 
world — you  don't  very  often  find  a  person 
that  has  the  understanding  and  the  ability 
and  the  heart,  the  compassion,  that  Bob 
Kennedy  has. 

He  has  been  leading  the  fight  in  the  United 
States  on  fighting  crime.  He  has  been  an 
authority  in  the  field  of  education.  He  has 
worked  closely  with  the  late  President  and 
all  of  us  on  developing  new  housing  pro- 
grams. 

He  has  associated  with  the  Joint  Chiefs 
of  Staff  and  the  Secretary  of  Defense  in  plan- 
ning the  strongest  defense  any  nation  ever 
had,  and  in  the  all-important — and,  really, 
this  is  the  most  important,  the  only  thing  that 
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is  really  important — in  the  all-important  field 
of  peace  in  the  world.  He  has  traveled 
around  the  world  and  he  knows  the  leaders, 
and  he  is  in  a  position  to  help  us  obtain 
peace  in  the  world.  And  that  is  the  most 
important  job  we  have  for  you. 

It  doesn't  do  you  any  good  to  come  when 
they  are  taking  your  boys  away  from  you 
or  they  are  marching  away  to  war  and  say, 
"I  am  for  peace."  The  time  to  do  some- 
thing about  peace  is  right  now,  and  you 
ought  not  to  do  it  just  in  the  world.  You 
ought  to  have  peace  at  home.  You  ought 
to  try  to  have  peace  among  the  races. 

One  of  the  proudest  things  in  my  life  was 
when  President  Kennedy  paid  me  the  com- 
pliment of  permitting  me  to  join  with  him 
to  prove  not  just  to  the  United  States,  but 
all  the  world,  that  we  had  no  religious 
bigotry,  and  he  could  be  elected  President  of 
the  United  States. 

We  have  had  problems  in  our  constitu- 
tional rights  field  because  of  our  educational 
problems,  because  of  our  poverty  problems, 
because  of  our  dropout  problems,  because  of 
our  not  treating  Americans  equally. 

We  had  these  problems  in  the  streets.  We 
have  tried,  because  we  are  a  nation  of  laws, 
to  bring  these  problems  from  the  streets 
into  the  courts  where  they  could  be  adjusted 
and  all  Americans  could  be  treated  equally. 
And  we  are  making  progress  in  that  field. 

I  was  talking  to  some  folks  coming  up  on 
the  plane  this  morning  and  Bob  Kennedy 
said  this  to  me:  "We  have  international 
conferences.  The  United  Nations  has 
averted  a  number  of  wars  because  men  sat 
down  and  reasoned  together."  He  said, 
"Somehow  or  other  I  don't  believe  that  our 
people  talk  enough  with  each  other  about 
their  own  problems.  So  why,  if  we  can 
take  the  people  from  the  Asian  Continent 
and  from  the  African  Continent  and  from 
the   European    Continent,    and    from    the 


Western  Hemisphere  and  bring  them  all  to- 
gether, a  hundred-odd  in  the  United  Na- 
tions, why  shouldn't  we  try  to  obtain  peace 
at  home  between  business,  the  men  who 
employ  our  people,  the  capitalists  who  make 
the  investments,  the  workers  who  produce 
the  goods,  the  Government  who  has  a  52 
percent  take  in  everything  that  they  make? 

"Why  couldn't  we  have  a  meeting  of  all 
those  people,  area  by  area,  and  try  to  find 
out  what  it  is  that  we  can  do — for  instance, 
to  keep  New  York  the  outstanding  State  in 
the  Union  and  to  keep  all  of  her  people  em- 
ployed— to  make  plans  to  expand  business 
instead  of  contracting  it  and  closing  it,  to 
make  plans  for  extra  jobs  instead  of  trying 
to  find  some  unemployment  insurance  pro- 
gram to  take  care  of  them  after  they  have 
lost  their  job,  to  make  plans  to  retrain  them 
so  they  will  have  skills  in  the  space  age,  to 
find  ways  and  means  that  the  Government 
and  the  employers,  and  the  labor  unions  and 
the  schools,  and  the  Republicans  and  the 
Independents  and  the  Democrats  can  all 
work  together  to  have  peace  at  home  and 
to  have  prosperity  at  home,  so  that  every 
man  that  wants  to  work  can  have  a  job?" 

After  Bob  Kennedy  made  that  suggestion, 
I  talked  to  Congressman  Dulski.  And  if  you 
will  send  me  these  other  two  Democratic 
Congressmen,  when  we  get  this  little  detail 
of  the  election  behind  us,  we  will  start  out 
here  on  this  eastern  seaboard — ^we  are  not 
going  to  cut  it  off  and  throw  it  out  in  the  At- 
lantic, either;  we  don't  believe  in  that — ^we 
will  start  out  here  and  we  will  go  all  across 
this  Nation  by  areas. 

We  will  take  the  best  economists,  we  will 
take  the  best  business  leaders,  we  will  take 
the  best  labor  leaders,  we  will  take  the  best 
Government  leaders,  we  will  take  the  best 
educators,  and  we  will  say,  "What  is  it  that 
we  can  do  for  America  so  that  everyone  can 
have  a  job,  every  kid  can  have  an  education, 
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we  can  get  these  folks  off  the  streets,  we  can 
put  an  end  to  this  crime,  and,  in  time,  we 
can  have  the  Great  Society  that  we  are  all 
entitled  to?" 

A  hundred  years  ago  there  were  a  good 
many  ugly  things  being  said  about  another 
President.  His  name  was  Abraham  Lin- 
coln. I  was  reading  what  he  said  the  other 
day  about  when  he  went  back  to  Illinois. 
He  said  he  went  down  the  street  and  no  one 
would  speak  to  him  except  one  woman,  and 
she  wouldn't  have  if  she  could  have  avoided 
it. 

In  this  day  and  time,  instead  of  us  talking 
about  each  other,  why  don't  we  look  back 
to  Lincoln's  day  and  see  the  real  mistakes 
we  made  and  the  problems  he  had,  and  let's 
try  to  profit  from  it. 

Abraham  Lincoln  had  a  slavery  problem. 
A  good  many  of  the  citizens  of  this  land 
were  in  bondage  and  were  slaves,  and  he 
abolished  slavery. 

Franklin  Roosevelt  came  along.  And  you 
people  in  New  York  that  gave  us  Al  Smith 
and  gave  us  Bob  Wagner,  gave  us  Franklin 
Roosevelt.  You  sent  him  to  the  Presidency 
in  a  day  when  the  Republic  was  wavering. 
We  didn't  know  whether  we  could  sustain 
our  society  or  not.  He  stood  there  in  his 
inaugural  address  and  he  said  to  the  people, 
"The  only  thing  we  have  to  fear  is  fear  it- 
self." And  that  is  as  true  today  as  it  was 
then.    We  must  not  be  afraid. 

So  if  Lincoln  could  abolish  slavery  and 
if  Roosevelt  could  take  the  one-third  that 
were  ill  clad  and  the  one-third  that  were  ill 
housed  and  the  one-third  that  were  ill  fed 
and  move  them  from  33  percent  down  to  20 
percent,  where  it  is  one-fifth  now,  why  can't 
you  and  Bob  Kennedy  and  Congressman 
Dulski  and  the  Democratic  leadership  in  this 
country  ask  the  Republican  leadership  to 
join  us,  because  they  are  patriots,  too?  And 
if  Lincoln  abolished  slavery,  let  us  abolish 


poverty. 

There  will  be  some  ugly  things  said  about 
us.  They  will  say  that  we  are  do-gooders, 
and  that  we  ought  to  let  everybody  root  for 
himself,  and  all  this  kind  of  stuff — ^that  they 
don't  need  any  education  anyway.  But  that 
doesn't  bother  us.  The  things  that  I  am 
proudest  of  in  my  life  are  the  things  that 
were  the  most  difficult  to  do  and  the  things 
that  they  quarreled  with  me  most  about  do- 
ing when  I  did  them. 

Four  years  ago,  you  folks  here  in  Erie 
County  gave  John  F.  Kennedy  a  record- 
breaking  plurality  of  72,000  votes.  Up  to 
his  last  moment  he  was  always  so  proud  of 
that,  and  proud  of  you.  That  was  the  great- 
est increase  in  the  Democratic  vote  in  any 
single  county  of  the  more  than  3,000  in  the 
United  States.    Aren't  you  proud  of  that? 

I  didn't  just  come  up  here  to  brag  on  you; 
I  came  up  here  to  ask  you  to  do  that  again. 

This  campaign  has  really  become  a  cru- 
sade, not  against  anyone,  because  I  am  not 
going  to  get  down  to  personalities  or  mud- 
slinging,  or  muckraking,  or  questioning  peo- 
ple's patriotism. 

I  think  that  most  of  the  men,  and  this  in- 
cludes my  opponents,  most  of  the  men  that 
I  have  served  in  Congress  with  for  30  years 
love  their  country  just  as  much  as  I  do.  We 
have  different  ideas  about  how  to  go  about 
saving  it.  Some  of  them  want  to  do  some- 
thing and  some  want  to  do  nothing. 

We  had  that  problem  when  President 
Roosevelt  came  in.  That  was  one  of  our 
problems.  We  had  been  doing  nothing. 
So  we  had  great  relief  lines,  people  were 
hungry.  In  our  country  they  were  burning 
cotton,  and  the  calves  were  dying.  They 
were  giving  the  hogs  away.  The  corn 
wouldn't  sell  for  anything.  You  couldn't 
get  a  job.  If  you  got  one,  it  just  paid  a 
dollar  a  day. 

The  law  we  passed  on  civil  rights  is  in 
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efifect  in  practically  all  the  States  of  the  Union 
except  19.  We  just  said  that  if  a  man  is 
working,  we  want  him  treated  right,  and  we 
don't  want  him  displaced.  We  think  every- 
body ought  to  be  employed  on  merit.  Merit 
ought  to  be  the  test.  If  you  are  there  and 
you  have  seniority  and  you  have  your  job, 
it  ought  to  be  preserved.  We  ought  not  to 
hire  people  on  any  other  basis  than  merit. 

But  a  friend  of  mine  told  me  on  a  trip  that 
I  made  last  week,  when  Lady  Bird  wanted 
to  go  back  home  and  tell  her  people  what 
she  thought  about  conditions  in  the  world, 
and  ask  their  help — I  went  down  to  meet 
her. 

One  of  the  men  came  in  that  I  had  known 
a  long  time  that  was  a  laboringman.  You 
know,  they  have  a  lot  of  time  to  think  when 
they  are  fixing  their  rivets  or  using  their 
saw,  or  taking  up  their  steel  rods.  He  said, 
"Lyndon,  we  got  a  serious  problem  here  on 
this  so-called  civil  rights  thing,  and  our  peo- 
ple don't  understand  it.  They  think  some 
way  or  other  that  it  is  going  to  take  a  job 
away  from  one  man  and  give  it  to  the  other. 
I  know  it  isn't  at  all,  because  it  really  helps 
the  man  who  has  a  job  to  preserve  it. 

"But,"  he  said,  "I  want  you  to  know  this: 
I  am  not  as  upset  as  some  of  them.  What  I 
want  is  all  Americans  to  have  a  chance  to 
eat,  and  sleep,  and  worship  their  God,  be- 
cause they  will  be  more  peaceful  and  it  will 
be  a  stronger  Nation.  They  all  fight  for  it." 
He  said,  "I  had  much  rather  stand  by  the 
side  of  a  good  American  Negro  in  a  plant 
working  where  he  earns  money  for  his  chil- 
dren than  stand  behind  him  in  a  soup  line 
where  the  Government  handout  has  to  feed 
us  all." 

That  is  what  we  have  to  plan  to  do  some- 
thing about.  When  President  Kennedy  was 
up  here  in  i960,  he  said  that  America  was 
tired  and  worn  out,  according  to  what  his 
opposition  was  saying,  and  that  we  were 


doing  all  we  could.  He  said  that  some  of 
them  thought  we  had  lost  our  vitality,  and 
that  the  economy  had  reached  its  peak. 
Well,  they  said  that,  the  opponents,  but  not 
John  Fitzgerald  Kennedy. 

There  are  people  today  that  are  crying  out 
against  these  programs  of  getting  our  coun- 
try moving.  There  are  people  who  want  to 
arrest  our  progress.  There  are  people  who 
want  to  turn  back  the  gains.  There  are 
people  that  say,  "You  are  doing  enough,  and 
let's  have  the  status  quo."  But  one  of  them 
is  not  your  President,  Lyndon  Johnson. 

With  the  help  of  the  men  you  give  me, 
with  the  help  of  the  leaders  of  both  parties, 
I  intend  to  press  forward  the  attack  on  all 
these  problems,  the  enemies  of  idleness,  of 
health,  of  ignorance,  and  the  infirmities  of 
old  age. 

First,  I  will  not  be  satisfied  until  every 
American  who  wants  to  work  can  find  a 
decent  job.  We  have  72  million  working 
today,  and  for  the  first  time  in  history  the 
workers  in  manufacturing  average  $104  a 
week. 

The  second  enemy  that  we  have  is  igno- 
rance. And  the  crisis  of  our  schools  is  ap- 
palling. Beginning  in  i960,  and  between 
i960  and  1970,  there  will  be  5  million  more 
children  in  elementary  school — 5  million 
more  youngsters  in  high  school;  3  million 
more  in  college;  13  million  more  in  elemen- 
tary, high  school,  and  college.  And  unless 
we  act,  our  educational  system  is  going  to  be 
deficient,  and  it  will  really  crack  under  the 
pressure. 

Every  community  has  the  right  to  run  its 
schools  as  the  people  see  fit,  and  my  admin- 
istration will  not  interfere  with  the  opera- 
tion. But  we  must  intend  to  see  that  every 
child  born  in  this  world,  boy  or  girl,  poor  or 
rich,  has  a  right  to  all  the  education  he  can 
take  in  this  space  age. 

The  third  enemy  we  face  is  infirmity  of 
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the  aged. 

Half  of  the  aged  couples  in  this  country 
have  incomes  of  less  than  $200  a  month. 
Half  of  those  living  alone  have  incomes  of 
less  than  $80  a  month. 

The  old  get  sick  more  often  and  the  old 
stay  in  hospitals  twice  as  long.  When  sick- 
ness strikes,  it  w^ipes  out  their  savings  that 
they  have  carefully  put  av^ay  for  a  lifetime. 
It  is  gone  overnight. 

What  can  v^e  say  to  these  people  ?  Can  we 
say,  "Yes,  you  have  given  a  lifetime  of  toil 
for  your  country;  you  have  produced  the 
boys  that  have  fought  and  carried  that  flag 
around  the  world  and  brought  it  back  with- 
out a  stain  on  it;  you  have  helped  us  become 
great,  but  we  no  longer  need  you,  and  your 
troubles  are  not  our  concern;  go  see  your 
kinfolks"? 

Well,  that  is  not  what  I  think  you  ought 
to  do  about  it,  and  that  is  not  what  the 
Johnson  administration  is  going  to  do  about 
it. 

When  Congress  is  back  in  session  again, 
I  am  going  to  ask  them  to  do  what  the 
Senate  did  this  year — ^fight  for  medical  care 
for  the  aged — as  long  as  I  have  energy  at  my 
command.  And  if  you  will  give  me  Wesley 
Hilts,  Max  McCarthy,  and  Bob  Kennedy,  we 
will  put  up  a  fight,  and  we  will  fulfill  our 
obligations  to  the  most  noble  of  our  duties — 
the  care  of  the  sick  and  the  helpless. 

I  think  this  is  what  you  want. 

Am  I  wrong? 

These  are  just  the  first  steps  toward  a 
Great  Society  where  everyone  worships  as 
they  please;  where  every  child  has  a  class- 
room and  every  classroom  has  a  teacher; 
where  we  have  a  countryside  to  spend  our 
recreation;  where  we  have  abolished  the 
things  that  bring  us  to  death  early,  like 
heart  disease,  cancer,  polio,  and  all  those 
things;  where  we  have  a  healthy  nation; 
where  we  have  peace  in  the  world;  where 


we  have  our  businessmen  making  good 
profits,  dividing  those  profits  with  the  labor- 
ingmen  who  do  good  production;  the  farmer 
coming  in  and  producing  at  fair  prices  the 
food  we  need  to  eat  and  the  fiber  we  need 
to  wear;  and  the  Government  reaching  in 
and  getting  its  slice  of  the  pie,  because  the 
bigger  that  pie  is,  the  better  ofi  it  is  for 
everybody. 

What  can  you  do  about  this? 

Well,  one  thing  you  can  do  about  it,  and 
this  is  what  has  encouraged  me  all  over  this 
Nation — the  biggest  crowds  that  ever  came 
out  in  the  history  of  a  presidential  campaign 
are  coming  out  this  year.  They  are  eager, 
they  want  to  learn,  they  want  to  make  up 
their  minds,  they  want  to  see  what  they  can 
do  about  it.    You  just  have  2^4  weeks  now. 

In  that  2i4  weeks  you  cannot  only  come 
to  these  meetings,  you  not  only  can  help 
Bill,  Max,  and  Bob,  and  if  you  are  really 
generous  you  can  help  Hubert  and  me  a 
little  bit  as  we  go  along — but  you  can  talk 
to  your  neighbor.  You  can  say,  "You  have 
a  big  decision  to  make." 

You  can  put  a  bumper  sticker  on  your 
car.  I  will  bet  you  there  are  cars  here  to- 
day, and  I  will  bet  you  Peter  Crotty  could 
get  you  a  sticker  some  way  to  put  on  your 
car  to  let  the  people  know  that  you  are  good 
Americans  and  you  are  really  going  to  stand 
up  and  be  counted  November  3d.  You 
would  do  it  if  we  called  you  to  war,  so  why 
don't  you  do  it  in  peace? 

Eleven  months  ago,  in  the  greatest 
tragedy  in  my  lifetime,  in  a  matter  of  mo- 
ments, without  any  chance  to  talk  to  any- 
body or  get  any  information,  or  go  to  a 
library,  I  had  to  become  President,  to  carry 
on  for  the  man  who  had  faith  in  me  and  trust 
in  me.  I  said  to  all  of  you  that  night  on 
television  that  with  God's  help,  and  with 
your  prayers,  and  support,  I  would  just  do 
my  best.    I  have  done  my  best. 
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President  Kennedy  left  51  programs  for 
all  Americans.  This  Congress  had  the  big- 
gest ever  in  any  history — the  test  ban  treaty, 
all  those  important  bills,  the  tax  bill,  the  civil 
rights  bill,  the  works  bill,  education  bills, 
the  conservation  bill,  all  for  the  good  of  each 
one  of  you.  He  had  51  pending.  Last  Fri- 
day night  I  looked  over  that  list  and  some- 
how or  other  I  thought  he  was  looking  over 
my  shoulder  wondering  if  I  had  done  my 
job  and  if  the  Congress  had  done  their  job. 
We  had  passed  every  one  of  those  51  bills 
through  the  Senate,  and  all  but  four  or  five 
through  the  House. 

Our  friends  in  the  other  party  wanted  to 
go  home  and  campaign  and  they  wouldn't 
help  me  pass  them  through  the  House.  But 
we  are  going  to  pass  them  when  we  get  back 
there;  that  is,  if  you  will  help  me,  and  give 
me  men  that  will  help  me  pass  them. 

A  few  months  ago,  about  2  years  ago,  we 
all  met  at  the  White  House  and  looked  at 
the  pictures,  and  saw  the  Russian  missiles  in 
Cuba  90  miles  from  our  shore.  We  had  a 
lot  of  advice  about  bombs  and  invasions  and 
sending  in  the  Marines. 

The  President  called  every  person  that  he 
could,  including  Republicans  and  Democrats 
from  the  Congress,  Republican  Director  of 
the  CIA,  the  Republican  Secretary  of  De- 
fense. They  are  all  patriotic  without  regard 
to  party.  He  tried  to  determine  what  he 
could  do.  He  knew  that  he  could  mash  a 
button  and  wipe  out  100  million  Russians 
in  a  matter  of  moments,  and  when  he  did 
that,  they  could  mash  a  button  and  wipe  out 
100  million  Americans.  No  sane  man  would 
want  to  mash  that  button  and  start  that  kind 
of  an  operation,  but  what  else  could  you  do? 
You  couldn't  sit  there  until  the  missiles  were 
turned  on  us. 

So  we  had  37  meetings,  and  I  was  present 
at  36  of  them.  Bob  was  present  at  all  of 
them. 


He  and  I  sat  on  an  Executive  Committee 
of  seven  members,  with  a  Republican  CIA 
Director,  Mr.  McCone,  with  a  Republican 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  Mr.  Dillon,  with 
a  Republican  Secretary  of  Defense,  Mr. 
McNamara,  President  Kennedy,  Robert 
Kennedy,  and  Lyndon  Johnson.  And  we 
considered  everything,  because  they  weren't 
just  going  to  kill  Democrats  or  Republicans. 

This  was  America,  and  I  am  proud  to 
testify  to  you  today  that  it  was  one  of  the 
greatest  things  in  my  life. 

Some  people  wondered  why  I  ran  for  Vice 
President  and  quit  the  powerful  majority 
leadership  to  help  President  Kennedy  win 
over  Mr.  Nixon.  I  will  tell  you.  I  had  all 
the  satisfaction  I  ever  needed  when  I  sat  in 
those  meetings,  because  the  coolest  man  at 
that  table,  the  wisest  man  at  that  table,  was 
John  Fitzgerald  Kennedy. 

We  had  trouble  getting  adequate  com- 
munications, adequate  information,  ade- 
quate knowledge.  A  man's  knowledge  and 
a  man's  judgment  are  no  better  than  the 
information  he  has.  But  out  of  those  meet- 
ings, both  leaders  decided  that  it  would  be 
foolhardy,  when  they  were  eyeball  to  eye- 
ball, to  put  their  finger  on  that  button. 

So  Mr.  Khrushchev  pulled  his  missiles  out 
of  Cuba  and  took  them  back  home,  and  he 
agreed  to  a  test  ban  treaty.  We  celebrated 
the  anniversary  of  it  last  Saturday. 

I  am  talking  on  the  television  about  it  to- 
night. The  milk  that  your  babies  drink  is 
no  longer  as  dangerous  as  it  was  before. 
The  chance  of  having  a  deformed  baby  is  no 
longer  as  dangerous  as  it  was  before.  The 
food  that  you  eat  from  our  soil  that  was 
contaminated  is  no  longer  as  dangerous  as 
it  was  before.  The  danger  of  men  becoming 
sterile  has  been  removed. 

The  results  are  truly  marvelous  because 
we  agreed  not  to  test  in  the  atmosphere,  and 
108  other  nations  agreed  not  to  test,  too. 
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So  I  am  going  to  tell  you  about  the  results 
tonight  in  that. 

Out  of  that  came  the  "hot  line"  where  we 
can  call  Moscow  and  they  can  call  us.  And 
we  can  say,  "This  is  what  we  are  disturbed 
about  and  you  must  not  do  that,"  and  they 
can  say  it  back  to  us. 

You  are  going  to  decide  which  man,  in 
your  judgment,  which  party,  you  would 
rather  have  close  to  that  button.  You  are 
going  to  decide  which  man  you  want  to  pick 
up  that  telephone  when  Moscow  rings.  You 
will  never  make  a  more  important  decision. 
It  ought  not  to  be  based  on  how  I  look  or 
where  I  come  from,  or  how  I  spell  my  name 
or  my  ancestry.  It  ought  to  be  based  on 
what  is  best  for  your  country  and  you  and 
your  children.  I  don't  want  it  based  on  any- 
thing else. 


So  you  go  home  today  and  you  think  about 
it,  the  alternatives  that  are  open  to  you,  and 
then  you  do  what  is  good  for  your  country. 
And  you  will  do  what  is  good  for  your  party 
and  what  is  good  for  yourself. 

Thank  you. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  12:55  P-"^*  at  City  Hall 
in  Niagara  Square  in  Buffalo,  N.Y.  In  his  open- 
ing remarks  he  referred  to  Robert  F.  Kennedy,  Demo- 
cratic candidate  for  Senator  from  New  York  and 
former  U.S.  Attorney  General,  and  Mrs.  Kennedy, 
Representative  Thaddeus  J.  Dulski  of  New  York, 
Mayor  Chester  Kowal  of  Buffalo,  Mayor  Robert  F. 
Wagner  of  New  York  City,  W.  Averell  Harriman, 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Political  Affairs  and  for- 
mer Governor  of  New  York,  William  H.  McKeon, 
chairman  of  the  New  York  State  Democratic  Com- 
mittee, and  Peter  Crotty,  chairman  of  the  Erie  County 
Democratic  Committee.  Later  he  referred  to  Wes- 
ley J.  Hilts  and  Richard  D.  (Max)  McCarthy,  Demo- 
cratic candidates  for  Representative,  and  Represent- 
ative William  E.  Miller,  Republican  candidate  for 
Vice  President. 


668    Remarks  in  Albee  Square,  Brooklyn. 
October  15,  1964 


Ladies  and  gentlemen,  boys  and  girls: 

I  want  to  show  you  one  of  the  reasons  for 
Bob  Kennedy's  success  and  one  of  the  rea- 
sons he  is  going  to  be  the  next  Senator  from 
New  York. 
Stand  up,  Ethel. 


Senator  Kennedy,  Governor  Harriman, 
Congressman  Murphy,  Congresswoman 
Kelly,  Congressman  Keogh,  Congressman 
Multer,  Congressman  Carey,  my  old  and 
longtime  friend  John  Rooney,  Abe  Star\, 
Abe  Beame,  State  Chairman  McKeon,  my 
fellow  Americans: 

I  want  to  thank  you  for  this,  the  largest 
crowd  that  I  have  seen  in  all  my  travels 
from  Maine  to  California,  and  I  want  to 
thank  you  in  advance  for  the  greatest  major- 
ity you  are  going  to  give  us  on  November 


3d  of  any  area  in  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Rayburn  said  about  our  Congressmen 
from  Texas  one  time — after  they  had  most 
of  the  chairmanships  in  the  House  and  a  lot 
of  the  influence,  and  they  asked,  "How  do 
you  do  it?" — ^he  said,  "We  pick  them  young, 
we  pick  them  honest,  we  send  them  there, 
and  we  keep  them  there."  That  is  what  I 
want  you  to  do  with  your  Congressmen. 

The  United  States  needs  a  young,  dy- 
namic, compassionate,  fighting  liberal  rep- 
resenting New  York  in  the  United  States 
Senate — Bob  Kennedy.  His  knowledge  of 
housing,  his  knowledge  of  slum  clearance, 
his  knowledge  in  fighting  crime,  his  knowl- 
edge in  education,  his  knowledge  in  bring- 
ing peace  to  the  world  is  what  Brooklyn 
needs  voting  in  the  United  States  Senate. 

[At  this  point  someone  in  the  crowd  askjed,  "How 
about  the  Navy  yard?"} 
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That's  another  reason  you  need  him.  He 
has  already  been  down  there  talking  about 
this  Navy  yard  so  much  that  I  am  going  to 
have  to  get  an  earphone. 

We  have  peace  in  the  v^orld  and  we  must 
keep  it.  We  need  the  unity  of  our  people. 
We  stand  against  communism.  We  stand 
for  freedom.  We  must  work  in  our  streets 
and  our  slums,  among  our  young  people  and 
among  our  poor  people.  There  is  work  for 
us  to  do  on  all  corners.  It  is  untouched  by 
our  compassion. 

Our  society  was  built  on  respect  for  law 
and  order  and  we  mean  to  maintain  it.  This 
is  a  challenge  to  all  of  us  to  look  for  real 
leaders.  You  have  real  leaders  in  the  House 
of  Representatives.  Now  send  us  a  real 
leader  for  the  United  States  Senate. 


I  want  to  tell  you  this  has  been  a  long 
and  exciting  day.  November  3d  we  are 
going  to  have  a  great  Democratic  victory  if 
all  of  you  will  go  to  work,  put  your  shoulder 
to  the  wheel,  and  do  what  is  best  for  your 
country.  If  you  do  that,  I  promise  you  we 
will  do  what  is  best  for  you. 

Thank  you  and  goodby. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  7  p.m.  at  Albee  Square 
in  Brooklyn,  N.Y.  In  his  opening  remarks  he  re- 
ferred to  Robert  F.  Kennedy,  Democratic  candidate 
for  U.S.  Senator  from  New  York,  and  Mrs.  Kennedy, 
W.  Averell  Harriman,  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
PoUtical  Affairs  and  former  Governor  of  New  York, 
Representatives  John  M.  Murphy,  Edna  F.  Kelly, 
Eugene  J.  Keogh,  Abraham  J.  Multer,  Hugh  L. 
Carey,  and  John  J.  Rooney,  all  of  New  York,  Abe 
Stark,  Borough  President  of  Brooklyn,  Abraham  D. 
Beame,  Comptroller  of  New  York  City,  and  William 
H.  McKeon,  chairman  of  the  New  York  State 
Democratic  Committee. 


669    Remarks  in  Madison  Square  Garden  at  a  Rally  of  the 
Liberal  Party  of  New  York.     October  15,  1964 


Mr.  Chairman,  Governor  Stevenson,  General 
Kennedy,  George  Me  any,  Mayor  Wagner, 
Phillip  Randolph,  Reverend  Harrington, 
Dr,  Costello,  my  fellow  Americans: 

I  am  proud  to  come  once  again  before  the 
Liberal  Party  of  New  York.  In  i960  you 
received  me  with  warmth  and  friendship. 
Your  loyalty  and  your  support  since  that 
hour  have  never  wavered. 

I  am  happy  to  say  to  you  tonight  that  this 
President  counts  as  his  great  friends  Tim 
Costello,  David  Dubinsky,  Alex  Rose,  and 
every  patriotic  member  of  the  Liberal  Party. 
I  am  glad,  too,  to  be  here  tonight  with  my 
old  friend  Bob  Kennedy  by  my  side. 

I  have  said  everywhere  I  have  spoken  in 
New  York,  yesterday  and  today,  that  the 
need  in  Washington  is  great  for  more  Demo- 
cratic Congressmen  and  a  Democratic  Sena- 
tor from  the  State  of  New  York. 

Bob  Kennedy's  wide  experience  in  fight- 


ing crime,  his  demonstrated  knowledge  in 
the  field  of  education,  housing  and  slum 
clearance,  national  defense,  will  make  him 
one  of  the  most  valuable  members  of  the 
entire  Senate,  and  the  people  of  New  York 
and  the  Nation  will  be  the  gainers.  So  let 
the  Liberal  Party  and  the  Democratic  Party 
join  hands  and  hearts  in  sending  to  our 
Nation's  Capital  men  of  vision  and  com- 
passion, fighting  liberals  who  care  about 
people. 

There  are  those  who  say  that  the  old 
battles  are  over,  that  the  old  causes  are  won, 
that  the  old  issues  are  dead.  They  say  that 
we  no  longer  need  the  American  who  cares. 
Well,  don't  you  believe  them.  The  Amer- 
ican people  don't  believe  them  and  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  doesn't  believe 
them,  either. 

We  are  still  carrying  on  the  fight  to  assure 
every  American  of  every  race  and  belief 
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equal  opportunity  in  our  abundant  land. 
And  that  battle  isn't  over  yet,  but  together 
we  will  win  it. 

A  hundred  years  ago,  Abraham  Lincoln 
led  the  movement  in  this  country  to  abolish 
slavery.  A  hundred  years  ago  he  signed 
the  Emancipation  Proclamation — and  eman- 
cipation was  a  proclamation.  But  it  is  not 
a  fact  and  there  is  still  much  work  for  us  to 
do. 

As  the  then  President  led  the  movement 
to  abolish  slavery,  the  present  President,  with 
your  hands  and  with  your  hearts  and  with 
your  support,  is  going  to  lead  the  movement 
to  abolish  poverty  in  this  country. 

We  are  still  trying  to  live  up  to  the  duty 
of  a  just  and  compassionate  country,  to  as- 
sure a  decent  life  for  its  elderly,  to  hold  out 
a  helping  hand  to  the  sick  and  the  hungry, 
the  depressed  and  the  unemployed.  And 
that  battle  isn't  over  yet,  either,  but  we  will 
win  it. 

I  have  some  information  for  you  if  you  are 
listening  and  interested.  We  are  not  going 
to  kill  social  security  or  we  are  not  going  to 
make  it  voluntary.  We  are  not  going  to  sell 
TVA.  We  are  not  going  to  sell  any  other 
river  in  America.  In  fact,  we  are  not  even 
going  to  turn  over  the  White  House  to  them. 

Tonight  America  has  to  face  a  whole  new 
set  of  problems.  I  have  summed  up  this  chal- 
lenge in  my  call  for  the  Great  Society. 

The  Great  Society  is  not  a  slogan.  It  is  an 
idea. 

The  Great  Society  is  not  something  brand 
new.  It  is  a  dream  as  old  as  our  civiliza- 
tion. The  difference  is,  for  the  first  time  in 
man's  history  we  really  have  the  resources 
to  make  it  possible,  to  make  the  Great  So- 
ciety a  reality. 

The  Great  Society  is  not  some  vague, 
dreamlike  Utopia.  The  Great  Society  is  a 
very  clear  and  very  definite  objective,  a  very 
definite  goal.     It  will  be  met  by  specific 


programs,  directed  at  concrete  problems,  car- 
ried out  by  dedicated  and  determined  men. 

We  recognize  that  our  abundance  must 
be  extended  to  all  of  our  people.  But  that 
is  not  the  Great  Society.  That  is  simply 
the  base  on  which  we  will  build  it. 

We  build  our  strength  and  we  keep  the 
peace.  But  that  is  not  the  Great  Society.  It 
is  the  shield  behind  which  we  build. 

We  did  not  establish  freedom  and  we  did 
not  work  for  two  centuries  simply  to  pile 
up  more  money  in  our  bank  accounts,  more 
goods  in  our  homes,  and  more  power  in  our 
arsenals. 

We  built  this  Nation  for  the  people  of  this 
Nation  and  we  will  not  now  permit  our  peo- 
ple to  be  overwhelmed  by  our  growth  and 
our  progress,  walled  in  by  our  cities  and 
our  signs. 

Our  brave  men  did  not  die  in  battle — our 
pioneers  did  not  risk  their  Uves  and  for- 
tunes— so  that  their  descendants  could  sit  in 
expensive  apartments  with  washing  ma- 
chines and  television  sets  without  a  place  to 
walk  and  touch  nature,  breathing  poisoned 
air  beside  polluted  rivers,  unable  to  send  their 
children  to  a  decent  school  or  even  to  a  de- 
cent playground. 

We  cannot,  we  must  not,  and  we  will  not 
sacrifice  natural  beauty  and  the  sense  of  com- 
munity, the  creations  of  art  and  the  joy  of 
thought,  in  the  rush  to  become  bigger  and 
stronger  and  more  wealthy. 

We  will  not  permit  ourselves  to  be  mas- 
tered and  stifled  by  machines  and  buildings 
and  highways. 

We  want  to  grow  and  build  and  invent, 
but  we  want  progress  to  be  the  servant  of 
man  and  not  have  man  become  the  victim  of 
progress. 

Well,  that  is  the  Great  Society — concern 
for  the  quality  of  the  life  of  each  person  in 
America. 

Nowhere  is  that  concern  more  urgent 
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than  in  the  American  city.  By  1975  we  will 
have  to  shelter  and  sustain  a  new  urban 
population  equal  to  the  entire  i960  metro- 
politan population  of  New  York,  Chicago, 
Los  Angeles,  Philadelphia,  Detroit,  Boston, 
Baltimore,  and  Johnson  City,  Tex. 

We  will  have  to  build  at  least  2  million 
new  homes  a  year  compared  with  the  cur- 
rent rate  o£  just  a  little  over  a  million.  We 
will  have  to  rebuild  the  7  million  homes  that 
tonight  do  not  have  running  water  or  even 
decent  plumbing. 

We  will  need  schools  for  60  million  chil- 
dren. We  will  need  welfare  and  health  fa- 
cilities for  27  million  people  over  the  age  of 
60.  We  will  need  transportation  facilities 
for  the  daily  movement  of  200  million  people 
in  80  million  or  90  million  cars. 

We  will  have  to  improve  the  health  and 
the  beauty  of  our  cities.  Our  air  and  our 
water  are  being  contaminated.  Open  spaces 
and  parks  are  disappearing.  Careless  high- 
ways and  unplanned  buildings  are  destroy- 
ing the  trees  and  the  fields  which  are  part 
of  our  American  heritage.  You  can't  drive 
out  of  the  city  limits  without  being  con- 
fronted on  both  sides  of  the  road  with  a 
bunch  of  old,  ugly,  junked  automobiles. 
And  if  you  take  away  the  gift  of  nature,  you 
erode  the  finest  values  of  the  heart  and  mind. 

More  important,  we  want  to  create  a  sense 
of  community,  a  sense  of  closeness  to  our 
neighbors.  It  is  isolation  and  ruthlessness 
which  help  create  anxiety  and  unrest. 

We  will  have  to  help  our  new  urban  immi- 
grants, those  coming  from  rural  America. 
We  will  have  to  help  them  adjust  to  the 
strains  of  urban  life.  By  1980  three-fourths 
of  all  Americans  will  be  urban  people.  The 
newcomers  need  to  learn  social  skills  as  well 
as  trade  skills. 

We  need  to  develop  the  regional  coopera- 
tion which  can  give  the  maximum  of  local 
choice.    We  do  not  want  our  cities  to  settle 


into  a  drab  uniformity,  directed  from  a 
single  center.  Each  area  must  be  free  to 
choose  its  own  path  of  development,  whether 
it  is  to  join  cities  together  or  to  build  entire 
new  metropolitan  areas.  This  means  ex- 
perimentation with  new  forms  of  regional 
direction.  It  means  developing  a  new  set 
of  relationships  between  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment and  the  American  city. 

I  intend  to  work  with  your  local  officials 
and  to  present  a  series  of  proposals  designed 
to  help  meet  the  challenge  of  urban  Amer- 
ica. These  proposals  will  discard  a  piece- 
meal approach  to  individual  problems  and 
deal  with  the  total  needs  of  a  metropolitan 
area. 

These  proposals  will  build  on  the  coopera- 
tion of  Government  with  industry,  the  same 
sort  of  cooperation  that  has  built  our  national 
defense,  the  same  sort  of  cooperation  that 
has  allowed  us  to  explore  the  stars. 

These  proposals  will  call  for  design  and 
form  as  well  as  size  and  numbers.  They  will 
preserve  nature  and  they  will  create  open 
spaces. 

These  proposals  will  look  forward  to  the 
development  of  our  human  resources  among 
our  young  and  our  old,  our  women  and  our 
suburban  young  people.  In  this  way  we  can 
strike  at  the  roots  of  aimlessness  and  of  lost 
purpose. 

The  proposal  will  look  to  science  and 
technology  to  help  us  master  our  problems. 
For  housing  to  have  a  research  program 
equal  to  that  of  most  growth  industries,  it 
would  have  to  expand  its  research  10  times. 
Yet  housing  is  one  of  our  most  pressing 
needs. 

These  proposals  will  not  involve  the  Fed- 
eral Government  alone.  The  work  of  our 
cities  will  require  the  cooperation  of  the 
State  and  the  city,  and  of  business  and  of 
labor,  and  of  private  institutions  and  of 
private  individuals. 
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We  must  not  only  seek  peace  in  the  world. 
In  order  to  have  peace  in  the  world,  we  must 
have  peace  at  home,  and  we  must  try  to  get 
tliese  groups  working  together. 

The  Federalism  of  the  future,  creative 
Federalism,  is  not  just  the  relationship  be- 
tween States  and  Washington,  but  among  all 
the  institutions  and  Government  units  whose 
influence  and  problems  cut  across  traditional 
jurisdictions. 

The  work  of  the  American  city  is  a  chal- 
lenge that  is  worthy  of  the  finest  traditions 
of  American  liberalism.  We  are  never  go- 
ing back  in  the  direction  of  the  past.  We 
are  going  to  go,  go  forward.  We  are  going 
to  make  our  cities  a  place  where  men  cannot 
only  live,  but  where  they  can  live  the  good 
life.  We  have  so  much  to  be  thankful  for. 
We  have  so  much  yet  to  achieve. 

This  has  been  a  stimulating  and  exciting 
experience  for  me  to  be  here  in  the  great 
State  of  New  York.  In  Buffalo  and  in 
Rochester,  and  all  through  Brooklyn,  until 
the  moon  came  up  this  evening,  we  saw 
smiling  people,  we  saw  happy  faces,  we  saw 
people  dedicated  to  democracy  and  the 
American  way  of  life.  Now  and  then  we 
saw  a  sourpuss  with  a  sign  with  a  picture  on 
it  that  we  recognized,  and  I  think  that  they 
were  in  the  proper  proportion  all  day  long. 

Tonight  we  have  over  72  million  people 
employed.  Tonight  they  are  working  in 
manufacturing  industries  at  an  average 
weekly  wage  of  about  $104. 

We  are  taking  from  the  obsolete,  archaic 
operations  of  the  Federal  Government  funds 
and  personnel,  and  closing  down  installa- 
tions that  are  not  usable,  and  we  are  not 
operating  the  Defense  Department  as  an- 
other WPA.  And  we  are  taking  those  funds 
and  putting  them  in  health,  education  and 
retraining,  and  our  poverty  program. 

In  the  month  of  July  we  had  25,000  less 
employees  working  for  the  Federal  Govern- 


ment than  we  had  July  a  year  ago.  We 
spent  $6y6  million  less  in  July  and  August 
of  this  year  than  we  estimated  to  the  Con- 
gress we  would  spend.  We  are  going  to  get 
a  dollar's  worth  of  value  for  every  dollar  we 
spend. 

We  do  not  believe  that  because  you  are 
prudent  you  can't  be  progressive.  We  do 
believe  definitely  that  we  should  take  the 
leadership  in  health  research  so  the  days  of 
strokes  and  cancer  and  heart  disease  will  be 
like  polio,  a  thing  of  the  past. 

We  do  think  that  we  ought  to  strengthen 
and  improve  our  social  security  system,  and 
we  do  think  that  we  ought  to  have  medical 
care  under  social  security,  and  we  are  going 
to  have  it. 

We  think  that  every  boy  and  girl  born 
under  that  flag  has  a  right  to  all  the  educa- 
tion that  he  or  she  can  take.  And  it  will  be 
our  goal  to  see  that  there  is  a  classroom  there 
waiting  for  them  with  a  competent,  well- 
paid  teacher  to  man  it. 

We  believe  in  the  protection  and  the  de- 
velopment of  our  countryside,  and  opening 
of  new  national  parks  and  recreation  areas, 
because  we  are  going  to  work  less  hours  per 
day  and  less  days  per  week. 

We  believe  in  fair  and  generous  profits  to 
the  investor  of  his  capital.  We  believe  in 
due  recompense,  even  a  good  bonus,  to  the 
manager  of  that  capital. 

We  believe  in  collective  bargaining  and  a 
fair  wage  for  the  man  that  produces  this 
wealth  and  utilizes  these  resources.  I  want 
them  all  to  do  well,  because,  as  the  President 
of  the  biggest  company  in  this  country,  I 
get  52  percent  of  what  is  left  of  all  they  make, 
so  we  believe  in  encouraging  people  and  not 
harassing  them.    We  believe  in  incentive. 

We  believe  that  in  this  struggle  between 
communism  and  democracy,  it  is  not  their 
superior  numbers  that  will  dominate  the 
world;  it  is  not  even  their  superior  resources 


83-171— Book  11—65- 


-38 


I35I 


[669]    Oct.  15 


Public  Papers  of  the  Presidents 


in  many  fields.  If  it  were,  we  would  be 
fighting  a  losing  battle.  But  the  thing  that 
is  going  to  save  us  is  our  system  of  govern- 
ment, because  free  men  can  out-think  and 
free  men  can  out-work,  and  free  men  can 
out-produce  slaves. 

But  peace  at  home  will  be  of  little  value 
if  an  impulsive  thumb  moves  up  toward 
the  button  that  can  destroy  300  million  peo- 
ple in  a  matter  of  moments.  Peace  at  home 
and  prosperity  among  our  people  will  get 
us  nowhere  if  we  have  a  government  by 
ultimatum,  and  we  bluff  about  our  bombs, 
and  we  rattle  our  rockets  around  until  we 
get  into  a  destructive  war. 

I  sat  with  President  Kennedy  in  the  Se- 
curity Council  along  with  his  distinguished 
brother,  here  this  evening,  and  the  wise  and 
beloved  Ambassador  to  the  United  Nations, 
Mr.  Stevenson.  And  we  discussed  with  the 
admirals  and  their  braid  and  the  generals 
with  their  stars,  and  the  diplomats  with  their 
great  foreign  service  experience,  what  we 
could  do  about  those  missiles  that  were  al- 
most operational  90  miles  from  our  shores. 

I  never  knew  any  morning  when  I  left 
my  wife  and  daughters  whether  I  would  see 
them  that  night  again  or  not.  But  I  am 
proud  to  say  to  you  that  you  helped  America 
to  select  a  man  who  presided  over  those 
meetings,  and  during  all  that  frightening 
crisis  he  had  the  steadiest  thumb — the  steadi- 
est thumb — the  greatest  heart  and  the  coolest 
mind  in  that  room. 

You  will  see  from  your  morning  paper, 
or  you  will  learn  from  your  evening  radio, 
that  changes  and  uncertainties  in  this  big 
world  in  which  we  live  give  great  weight 
to  our  own  need  for  a  stable  and  sure  and 
steady  course,  on  the  basis  of  a  tested  bi- 
partisan policy. 

President  Truman  had  Arthur  Vanden- 
berg  by  his  side  when  he  stopped  the  Com- 
munists in  Greece  and  Turkey. 


I  supported  President  Eisenhower  in  a 
bipartisan  foreign  policy  in  the  Formosa 
Strait. 

Everett  Dirksen  stood  up  and  supported 
President  Kennedy  in  our  test  ban  treaty. 

You  can  abandon  this  bipartisan  foreign 
policy  and  let  it  go  down  the  drain,  and 
follow  a  dangerous  adventure  that  leads  to 
evils  we  know  not  of  if  you  want  to,  but  I 
don't  think  you  are  going  to. 

There  is  a  seething  in  Africa  and  Asia 
tonight.  Where  our  friends  are  strongest  in 
Western  Europe  we  are  happy,  but  today 
there  is  an  indication  that  there  is  a  change 
in  the  Soviet  Union. 

The  announcement  that  Chairman  Khru- 
shchev has  been  replaced  may  or  may  not  be 
a  sign  of  deeper  turmoil  or  may  be  a  sign  of 
changes  in  policies  to  come.  But  for  our- 
selves, the  need  is  clear:  that  we  should  keep 
steady  on  our  goals — that  peace  is  the  mis- 
sion of  the  American  people,  and  we  are  not 
about  to  be  deterred.  We  will  be  firm,  but 
we  will  be  restrained.  We  can  meet  any 
test,  but  our  quest  is  always  for  peace. 

Our  purposes  and  our  principles  are  the 
purposes  and  principles  of  peace  and  free- 
dom, as  I  set  them  forth  at  length  only  last 
night.^  The  text  appeared  in  the  Times  this 
morning  and  I  hope  that  each  of  you  could 
read  it. 

The  turmoil  around  the  world  will  only  in- 
crease the  steadfastness  of  the  American  peo- 
ple. We  must  keep  our  eyes  and  our  vision 
on  the  stars,  but  our  feet — both  of  them — on 
the  ground.  We  do  not  want  to  bury  any- 
one anywhere,  and  we  do  not  intend  to  be 
buried  ourselves. 

We  do  not  know  how  many  wars  the 
United  Nations  has  helped  us  avert,  but 
you  can't  count  them  on  both  hands.  We  do 
know  that  the  trials  and  tribulations  and  the 
patience  that  is  required  is  much  easier  to 
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give  than  to  expend  human  lives.  We  do 
not  intend  to  aboHsh  the  United  Nations. 
Peace  is  our  purpose;  prosperity  is  our  goal. 

I  said  II  months  ago,  after  that  tragic 
day  when  our  beloved  leader  had  fallen  and 
had  been  taken  from  us  that  I  had  no  time 
to  prepare  or  to  deliberate.  In  a  moment  I 
had  to  assume  terrifying  responsibilities  and 
avi^esome  responsibilities.  I  said  v^ith  God's 
help  and  your  prayers,  I  would  do  the  best  I 
could. 

I  have  tried  to  appeal  to  all  Americans, 
not  on  the  basis  of  their  race  or  their  re- 
ligion or  how  they  spell  their  name,  or  what 
region  they  lived  in,  or  whether  they  were 
capitalists,  businessmen,  managers,  or  labor- 
ers, but  most  of  them  have  come  and  tried 
to  unite  our  Nation  in  this  trying  hour. 

In  the  last  few  weeks  there  has  been  a 
little  unsettlement  here  and  there.  Some 
people  have  gotten  a  little  upset  about  some 
things.  I  read  in  the  paper  from  day  to  day 
where  I  am  called  everything  but  a  good 
milk  cow.  But  I  get  some  comfort  out  of 
looking  back  and  seeing  what  they  said  about 
the  Father  of  our  Country  and  what  they  said 
about  Jackson,  Jefferson,  Lincoln,  Wilson, 
Franklin  D.  Roosevelt,  and  John  Fitzgerald 
Kennedy. 

But  last  Friday  night  I  looked — in  my 
office  behind  those  black  gates  that  had  the 
keys  turned  in  them  where  no  one  can  en- 
ter— I  looked  at  a  long  list  that  President 
Kennedy  had  left  me,  51  major  measures: 
the  civil  rights  bill,  the  tax  bill,  the  library 
bill,  three  education  bills,  the  farm  bill,  the 
wilderness  bill — bills  too  numerous  to  men- 
tion. And  of  those  51  that  he  in  his  vision 
felt  were  essential  to  good  government  and 
to  the  people  of  this  country,  we  had  passed 
all  51  of  them  through  the  United  States 
Senate. 

Now,  we  didn't  get  Appalachia  through 
the  House.    We  got  it  through  the  com- 


mittee and  on  the  calendar,  but  some  of  our 
Republican  friends  got  in  a  hurry  and  just 
wanted  to  go  home  and  we  couldn't  get  the 
bill  up.  We  didn't  get  medical  care  past  the 
House,  but  for  the  first  time  in  history  we 
passed  it  through  the  Senate  and  we  are 
going  to  pass  it  in  the  House. 

You  people  of  the  Liberal  Party  are  people 
of  vision  and  faith  and  hope.  You  are  not 
people  of  fear  or  people  of  doubt.  You  have 
something  that  we  need.  We  need  your 
support,  we  need  your  dreams,  we  need  your 
hand,  we  need  your  help,  we  need  your  heart 
to  help  us  send  more  progressive  Congress- 
men and  Senators  Hke  Bob  Kennedy  to 
Washington. 

With  equal  opportunity  to  all,  with  special 
privilege  to  none — with  equal  opportunity  to 
all  and  special  privilege  to  none — we  will 
get  this  program  passed  if  God  is  willing  and 
you  will  help. 

There  is  not  even  3  weeks  left.  You 
wouldn't  hesitate  to  give  your  life  to  defend 
your  country.  Yet  your  country  is  never 
going  to  need  you  more  than  on  the  Novem- 
ber election  day. 

So  please — please  take  the  time  from  now 
until  then  to  talk  to  your  friends  and  talk  to 
your  neighbors  and  to  try  to  excite  and 
arouse  their  interest  to  the  point  where  they 
will  help  you  do  what  is  best  for  your 
country. 

You  go  and  vote  and  select  the  men  that 
in  your  judgment  are  best  calculated  to  help 
you  do  what  ought  to  be  done  for  America. 
And  if  you  do  your  duty  as  citizens  and  you 
do  what  is  best  for  America,  you  will  do 
what  is  best  for  yourselves. 

Thank  you  and  good  night. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  8:25  p.m.  in  Madison 
Square  Garden  in  New  York  City.  In  his  opening 
words  he  referred  to  William  H.  McKeon,  chairman 
of  the  New  York  State  Democratic  Committee, 
Adlai  E.  Stevenson,  U.S.  Representative  to  the 
United   Nations   and   former  Governor  of  Illinois, 


1353 


[669]    Oct.  15 


Public  Papers  of  the  Presidents 


Robert  F.  Kennedy,  Democratic  candidate  for  U.S. 
Senator  from  New  York  and  former  U.S.  Attorney 
General,  George  Meany,  president,  AFL-CIO,  Robert 
F.  Wagner,  mayor  of  New  York  City,  Phillip  Ran- 
dolph, president.  Brotherhood  of  Sleeping  Car 
Porters,  the  Rev.  Donald  Harrington  of  the  Com- 
munity Church,  an  oflScer  of  the  Liberal  Party  of 
New  York  State,  and  Dr.  Timothy  W.  Costello, 
professor  of  psychology  at  New  York  University  and 


chairman  of  the  Liberal  Party.  Later  he  referred  to 
David  Dubinsky,  president.  International  Ladies 
Garment  Workers  Union,  Alex  Rose,  president, 
United  Hatters,  Cap  and  Millinery  Workers  Inter- 
national Union,  Arthur  H.  Vandenberg,  U.S.  Senator 
from  Michigan  during  the  Truman  administration, 
and  Everett  McKinley  Dirksen,  U.S.  Senator  from 
Illinois. 


670    Remarks  to  a  Group  Outside  Madison  Square  Garden. 
October  15,  1964 


BEFORE  I  get  going  on  my  long,  hour 
speech,  I  want  to  introduce  to  you  two  of  my 
favorite  women — my  wife  and  the  wife  of 
the  next  Democratic  Senator  from  New 
York,  Ethel  Kennedy. 

We  have  had  a  little  session  inside,  and 
I  don't  know  whether  you  heard  us  or  not, 
but  there  is  not  much  that  I  can  add  to  what 
I  said  except  this:  that  I  think  we  are  both 
down  here  at  this  late  hour  tonight  for  the 
same  reason.  I  know  why  I  am  here,  and 
I  am  going  to  be  presumptuous  enough  to 
imagine  why  you  are  here. 

I  am  here  because  I  care  about  people  and 
I  think  that  is  why  you  are  here,  too.  You 
believe  in  peace  in  the  world.  You  would 
rather  talk  than  fight,  and  so  would  I. 

You  believe  in  prosperity  at  home,  you 
believe  that  every  man  and  woman  that 
wants  a  job  and  who  is  willing  to  work 
ought  to  have  a  job,  and  so  do  I. 

You  believe  in  social  security,  and  so  do  I. 

You  believe  in  collective  bargaining,  and 
so  do  I.  You  fought  to  help  abolish  the 
sweatshop,  and  so  did  I. 


You  believe  that  peace  should  be  our  mis- 
sion and  prosperity  should  be  our  program, 
and  so  do  I. 

As  we  look  back  at  Lincoln,  Wilson, 
Roosevelt,  and  Kennedy,  and  Lehman  and 
Al  Smith  and  the  great  leaders  of  this  State, 
we  see  what  we  can  do  if  we  will  only  unite 
together.  Now,  come  November  3d,  you 
are  going  to  have  a  chance  to  help  us  unite. 
You  can't  do  it  by  sitting  home  in  your  rock- 
ing chair.  You  have  to  get  up  early  that 
morning  and  work  until  late  that  night  and 
send  down  to  Washington  a  man  who  will 
support  the  programs  of  Roosevelt,  Kennedy, 
and  Johnson — Bob  Kennedy.  You  have  to 
send  some  Democratic  Congressmen  to  help 
him. 

After  you  get  through,  if  you  are  not  too 
tired,  you  can  put  in  a  lick  or  two  for  Hubert 
Humphrey  and  me. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  9:13  p.m.  outside 
Madison  Square  Garden  in  New  York  City.  In  his 
opening  remarks  he  referred  to  Mrs.  Robert  F. 
Kennedy,  wife  of  the  Democratic  candidate  for 
U.S.  Senator  from  New  York. 


671     Statement  by  the  President  on  Walter  Jenkins. 
October  15,  1964 


WALTER  JENKINS  has  worked  with  me 
faithfully  for  25  years.  No  man  I  know 
has  given  more  personal  dedication,  devo- 


tion, and  tireless  labor. 

Until  late  yesterday,  no  information  or  re- 
port of  any  kind  to  me  had  ever  raised  a 


1354 


Lyndon  B.  Johnson,  1963-1^64 


Oct.  16    [673] 


question  with  respect  to  his  personal  con- 
duct. Mr.  Jenkins  is  now  in  the  care  of  his 
physician  and  his  many  friends  will  join  in 
praying  for  his  early  recovery.  For  myself 
and  Mrs.  Johnson,  I  want  to  say  that  our 
hearts  go  out  with  the  deepest  compassion 
for  him  and  for  his  wife  and  six  children — 
and  they  have  our  love  and  prayers. 

On  this  case  as  on  any  such  case,  the  public 
interest  comes  before  all  personal  feelings. 


I  have  requested  and  received  Mr.  Jenkins' 
resignation. 

Within  moments  after  being  notified  last 
night,  I  ordered  Director  J.  Edgar  Hoover  of 
the  FBI  to  make  an  immediate  and  compre- 
hensive inquiry  and  report  promptly  to  me 
and  the  American  people. 

note:  On  October  22  Mr.  Hoover  reported  that  an 
investigation  of  the  case  had  revealed  no  evidence 
that  Mr.  Jenkins  had  compromised  the  security  or 
interests  of  the  United  States  in  any  manner. 


672    Statement  by  the  President  Announcing  a  Joint  U.S.-Israeli 
Water  Desalting  Study.     October  15,  1964 


I  AM  PLEASED  to  announce  that  the  Gov- 
ernments o£  the  United  States  and  Israel  have 
agreed  to  a  second  step  tov^ard  the  solution 
of  Israel's  critical  v^^ater  needs. 

The  first  step  v^as  taken  last  June  v^hen 
Prime  Minister  Eshkol  and  I  established  a 
joint  United  States-Israeli  study  team  to  con- 
duct technical  surveys.  These  have  already 
been  completed. 

Now  "wt  have  agreed  that  our  governments 
v^ill  share  equally  in  the  cost  of  a  detailed 
engineering  study  for  a  large  v^ater  desalting 


project  to  meet  Israel's  pressing  demands  for 
more  fresh  water. 

Both  governments  will  promptly  issue  in- 
vitations to  American  engineering  consulting 
firms  to  participate  in  the  second  step.  A 
joint  board,  with  each  government  equally 
represented,  will  assist  in  making  the  selec- 
tion, and  will  oversee  the  effort. 

note:  For  the  establishment  of  the  U.S.-Israeli  Joint 
Team  of  experts  see  Item  380.  See  also  Item  480. 
On  October  26  the  White  House  released  a  state- 
ment briefly  summarizing  the  joint  team's  report. 


673     Remarks  at  a  Tree-Planting  Ceremony  at  the 
White  House.     October  165  1964 


I  HAD  hardly  anticipated  that  you  would 
expect  a  speech  from  me  this  morning,  un- 
accustomed as  I  am  to  public  speaking. 
And  after  having  read  about  the  49  or  50 
speeches  that  Mrs.  Johnson  made  last  week, 
I  thought  she  would  have  taken  care  of  this 
tree  ceremony.  But  I  am  happy  that  I  have 
a  moment  to  come  here  and  participate  with 
you. 

We  are  keeping  the  custom  that  has  been 
kept  by  nearly  all  who  have  ever  lived  or 
served  in  the  White  House.   The  planting  of 


trees  on  the  White  House  grounds  is  es- 
pecially fitting  as  a  symbol  of  the  Presidency 
itself.  As  has  been  said,  "A  man  does  not 
plant  a  tree  for  himself.  He  plants  it  for 
posterity."  And  the  real  work  of  any  Presi- 
dent is  not  for  his  own  time  but  times  to 
come. 

Today,  as  never  before,  Americans  must 
be  conscious  of  the  times  to  come.  Before 
these  two  trees  mature  there  will  be  two 
Americans  or  more  for  every  American  that 
is  living  today.    America's  challenges  will 
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be  many.  But  one  of  the  most  important 
will  be  the  challenge  of  conserving  the  beauty 
of  nature  that  is  so  much  a  part  of  our  herit- 
age in  this  land. 

It  is  Mrs.  Johnson's  wish,  as  it  is  my  own, 
that  the  planting  of  these  trees  may  be  the 
occasion  for  us  all  to  dedicate  our  efforts 
anew  to  preserving  our  heritage  of  "America 
the  Beautiful." 

When  America  is  more  crowded  the  chil- 
dren must  know  more  than  just  the  concrete 
under  their  feet.  They  must  see  more  than 
the  smokestacks  and  the  skyscrapers  in  the 
sky.  The  shade  of  a  tree  and  the  beauty 
of  its  branches  must  be  always  within  the 
reach  of  our  people,  young  and  old,  wherever 
they  live. 

The  trees,  therefore,  that  we  are  planting 
today,  are  a  laurel  oak  and  a  willow  oak. 
These  are  trees  native  both  to  the  Atlantic 
seaboard — and  it's  still  there,  it  is  not  floating 
out  in  the  ocean  yet — and  the  region  and 
State  which  Mrs.  Johnson  and  I  know  as 
home.  They  grow  strong  enough  to  stand 
in  any  wind.  They  grow  tall  enough  to  be 
seen  from  nearly  any  view. 

We  hope  that  the  many  who  see  these 


trees  through  years  to  come,  will  know  that 
there  lived  here  those  who  loved  this  land. 
And  I  am  delighted  that  you  would  ob- 
serve with  us  this  very  special  historic  mo- 
ment. It  is  more  historic  today  than  you 
think.  We  have  a  change  of  leadership  in 
the  Soviet  Union  and  we  have  an  announce- 
ment that  the  Chinese  have  detonated  their 
bomb,  and  we  have  a  lot  of  things  that  we 
are  dealing  with.  But  it's  nice  that  we  could 
take  a  moment  to  come  here  in  the  quietness 
of  this  garden  and  make  plans,  preparations 
for  our  posterity. 

Thank  you  very  much. 

There  is  no  significance  to  the  returning 
to  the  endeavors  of  my  childhood.  I  spent 
2  years  of  my  life  doing  nothing  but  this, 
getting  up  at  daylight  in  the  morning  and 
working  until  sundown  in  the  evening,  put- 
ting my  foot  on  a  shovel  like  this.  My  moth- 
er finally  convinced  me  that  I  would  enjoy 
life  more  if  I  would  use  my  head  instead 
of  my  foot! 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  11:20  a.m.  on  the 
South  Lawn  at  the  White  House.  The  commemora- 
tive trees — a  willow  oak  and  a  Darlington  oak — were 
planted  outside  the  President's  office  on  each  side 
of  the  flagstone  walk  leading  to  the  roadway. 


674    Statement  by  the  President  Following  a  Meeting 
With  the  Russian  Ambassador.     October  16,  1964 


THIS  MORNING  I  received  Ambassador 
Dobrynin  and  talked  with  him  for  45  min- 
utes. The  Ambassador  brought  me  a  first 
message  from  the  new  Soviet  Government. 
The  message  stated  the  desire  of  the  Soviet 
Government  to  continue  in  seeking  for  steps 
toward  a  more  solid  peace. 

I  told  the  Ambassador  that  I  welcomed 
this  assurance  and  that  the  Soviet  Govern- 
ment and  all  governments  could  rely  on  the 
determination  of  the  United  States  to  per- 


severe steadfastly  in  its  own  proven  deter- 
mination to  serve  the  cause  of  peace  and  in- 
ternational understanding. 

I  reviewed  the  developments  which  have 
occurred  in  relations  between  the  Soviet 
Government  and  the  West  in  recent  years 
and  expressed  the  purpose  of  the  United 
States  to  continue  in  the  quest  for  peace. 

note:  The  President  read  the  statement  to  members 
of  the  press  at  1:20  p.m.  in  the  Fish  Room  at  the 
White  House. 
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675    Statement  by  the  President  on  the  First  Chinese 
Nuclear  Device.     October  16^  ig6^ 


THE  CHINESE  Communists  have  an- 
nounced that  they  conducted  their  first  nu- 
clear test  today.  By  our  own  detection 
system  we  have  confirmed  that  a  low  yield 
test  actually  took  place  in  Western  China  at 
about  3  a.m.  Eastern  daylight  time. 

As  Secretary  Rusk  noted  on  September  29, 
we  have  known  for  some  time  that  the 
Chinese  Communists  had  a  nuclear  develop- 
ment program  which  was  approaching  the 
point  of  a  first  detonation  of  a  test  device. 

This  explosion  comes  as  no  surprise  to  the 
United  States  Government.  It  has  been 
fully  taken  into  account  in  planning  our  own 
defense  program  and  our  own  nuclear  capa- 
bility. Its  military  significance  should  not 
be  overestimated.  Many  years  and  great 
efforts  separate  the  testing  of  a  first  nuclear 
device  from  having  a  stockpile  of  reliable 
weapons  with  effective  delivery  systems. 

Still  more  basic  is  the  fact  that  if  and 
when  the  Chinese  Communists  develop  nu- 
clear weapons  systems,  the  free  world  nuclear 
strength  will  continue,  of  course,  to  be 
enormously  greater. 

The  United  States  reaffirms  its  defense 
commitments  in  Asia.  Even  if  Communist 
China  should  eventually  develop  an  effective 
nuclear  capability,  that  capability  would  have 
no  effect  upon  the  readiness  of  the  United 
States  to  respond  to  requests  from  Asian  na- 
tions for  help  in  dealing  with  Communist 
Chinese  aggression.  The  United  States  will 
also  not  be  diverted  from  its  efforts  to  help 
the  nations  of  Asia  to  defend  themselves  and 
to  advance  the  welfare  of  their  people. 

The  Chinese  Communist  nuclear  weap- 
ons program  is  a  tragedy  for  the  Chinese 
people  who  have  suffered  so  much  under  the 
Communist  regime.  Scarce  economic  re- 
sources which  could  have  been  used  to  im- 


prove the  well-being  of  the  Chinese  people 
have  been  used  to  produce  a  crude  nuclear 
device  which  can  only  increase  the  sense  of 
insecurity  of  the  Chinese  people. 

Other  Asian  nations  have  wisely  chosen, 
instead,  to  work  for  the  well-being  of  their 
people  through  economic  development  and 
through  the  peaceful  use  of  the  atom.  In 
this  way,  they  have  made  a  great  contribu- 
tion to  the  peace  and  to  the  security  of  the 
world. 

The  Chinese  Communist  nuclear  detona- 
tion is  a  reflection  of  policies  which  do  not 
serve  the  cause  of  peace.  But  there  is  no 
reason  to  fear  that  it  will  lead  to  immediate 
dangers  of  war.  The  nations  of  the  free 
world  recognize  its  limited  significance  and 
will  persevere  in  their  determination  to  pre- 
serve their  independence. 

We  join  all  humanity  in  regretting  the 
contamination  of  the  atmosphere  caused  by 
the  Chinese  Communist  test.  We  will  con- 
tinue in  our  own  efforts  to  keep  the  atmos- 
phere clean.  We  will  pursue  with  dedication 
and  determination  our  purpose  of  achieving 
concrete,  practical  steps  on  the  roads  that  lead 
away  from  nuclear  armaments  and  war, 
and  toward  a  world  of  cooperation  and  de- 
velopment and  peace. 

I  reviewed  with  the  executive  head  of  the 
National  Security  Council,  Secretary  of  State, 
Secretary  of  Defense,  Director  of  the  CIA, 
and  other  appropriate  officials  this  morning 
these  developments.  I  plan  to  have  another 
meeting  with  them  on  Saturday. 

note:  This  statement  was  read  by  the  President  to 
members  of  the  press  immediately  following  the 
reading  of  Item  674  at  i  :20  p.m.  in  the  Fish  Room  at 
the  White  House. 

On  the  preceding  day  the  White  House  released 
a  report  by  the  Federal  Radiation  Council  outlining 
the  changes  in  fallout  levels  since  the  cessation  of 
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nuclear  weapons  testing  by  the  United  States  and 
Russia  (see  note  to  Item  653). 

In  view  of  the  nuclear  weapon  detonation  by 
Communist  China,  Secretary  Celebrezze,  Chair- 
man of  the  Radiation  Council,  later  reported  to  the 
President  that  the  Division  of  Radiological  Health  of 
the  Public  Health  Service  had  taken  action  to  supple- 
ment the  normal  surveillance  program,  by  making 


daily  evaluations  of  radioactivity  levels  in  the  atmos- 
phere on  a  nationwide  basis,  and  by  making  weekly 
analyses  of  radionuclides  in  milk.  He  added  that 
the  Radiation  Surveillance  Center  would  maintain  a 
daily  assessment  of  the  situation  as  it  developed. 

The  Secretary's  report,  in  the  form  of  a  memo- 
randum dated  October  19,  was  released  by  the  White 
House  on  October  26. 


676    Remarks  Upon  Signing  Bill  Amending  the  National 
Defense  Education  Act.    October  i6,  1964 


Ladies  and  gentlemen,  friends,  and  fathers 
and  mothers  of  education: 

I  want  to  welcome  you  to  the  East  Room 
and  tell  you  how  good  it  makes  me  feel  to 
know  of  your  interest  in  this  most  vital  of 
all  subjects,  and  to  have  you  here  to  partici- 
pate with  us  in  this  historic  occasion. 

The  88th  Congress  is  gone  but  its  good 
works  continue.  The  measure  before  me  is 
one  of  the  finest  works  of  this  very  fine  year. 

For  reasons  personal,  as  well  as  Presiden- 
tial, I  am  pleased  and  I  am  proud  to  be  able 
to  sign  this  measure  into  law  today. 

In  1958  I  was  privileged  to  be  one  of  the 
authors  of  the  National  Defense  Education 
Act  which  this  legislation  extends  and  ex- 
pands. If  it  will  not  be  construed  as  an  in- 
trusion on  the  bipartisan  nature  of  this  cere- 
mony, I  might  mention  that  the  other  author 
was  the  Senator  from  Minnesota,  Mr. 
Hubert  Humphrey. 

So  6  years  ago  our  Nation  was  sorely 
concerned  about  the  future.  We  were  con- 
cerned about  how  our  system  was  faring  in 
the  contest  of  this  century.  There  were 
voices  of  despair  and  there  were  cries  of 
doom.  But  we  turned  back  to  the  vital 
source  of  our  Great  Society's  strength  and 
our  people's  capacity  for  renewal.  We 
turned  back  to  the  wellspring  of  education. 

We  committed  ourselves  to  do  many  of 
the  works  in  education  which  had  long  been 
neglected  and  which  had  been  left  undone. 


When  this  original  legislation  was  enacted, 
I  said — and  I  hope  you  will  pardon  me  if  I 
repeat  it  today:  "History  may  well  record 
that  we  saved  liberty  and  saved  freedom 
when  we  undertook  a  crash  program  in  the 
field  of  education. 

"We  have  not  gone  far  enough  fast 
enough.  There  must  be  an  awakening  not 
only  here  in  the  Congress  but  throughout 
this  great  country  of  ours.  And  first  things 
must  come  first." 

Today  under  your  leadership,  because  of 
your  courage  and  your  counsel,  there  has 
been  an  awakening.  We  face  the  challenges 
and  the  contests  of  the  world  with  much 
greater  certainty  and  sureness  than  we  did 
6  years  ago.  Our  effort  in  education  is  suc- 
ceeding and  is  moving  forward.  More  than 
3,100  young  men  and  women  have  been 
trained  for  college  teaching.  Five  thousand 
more  are  already  enrolled.  Over  600,000 
students  have  been  helped  to  secure  a  college 
education  under  the  NDEA  student  loan 
programs.    Much  has  been  done. 

But  as  I  said  in  '58  to  the  Congress,  first 
things  must  still  come  first.  In  our  colleges 
today  the  student  enrollment  is  about  6.3 
million.  In  only  6  more  years  the  enrollment 
will  be  over  7  million.  Already  the  Ameri- 
can families  must  expect  to  spend  from 
$4,000  to  $5,000  for  the  college  education  of 
each  of  their  children.  These  costs  may  be 
expected  to  increase  by  nearly  half  again  in 


1358 


Lyndon  B.  Johnson,  196^1^64 


Oct.  16    [676] 


the  next  10  years. 

We  are  now  losing  more  than  100,000  high 
school  graduates  of  the  highest  ability  who 
cannot  aflord  to  go  to  college. 

Now,  ladies  and  gentlemen,  this  just  must 
not  continue.  The  challenge  is  obvious  and 
we  must  meet  it.  Higher  costs  must  not  put 
higher  education  out  of  reach. 

The  Continental  Congress  was  the  first  to 
pledge  "that  the  means  of  education  shall 
forever  be  encouraged."  Now  it's  up  to  us 
to  keep  that  pledge  in  our  time. 

That  is  the  purpose  of  this  legislation  that 
I  sign  today.  Under  this  program  we  will 
increase  our  training  of  teachers  fivefold. 
We  will,  under  this  program,  extend  guid- 
ance and  counseling  to  almost  45  million  ele- 
mentary school  pupils. 

Under  this  legislation  we  will  establish  10 
new  graduate  and  60  undergraduate  lan- 
guage centers.  And  we  will  do  much  more 
than  a  growing  America  requires  us  to  do. 

The  88th  Congress  represents  a  turning 
point  for  education.  There  is  a  consensus. 
There  is  a  commitment  to  unite  and  to  move 
ahead  in  education.  And  I,  with  the  forces 
that  I  see  here,  the  leaders  in  this  Congress, 
we  are  just  going  to  do  that. 

I  said  the  other  night  in  Denver,  Colo.,  to 
the  largest  facility  they  had  for  seating  peo- 
ple— and  every  seat  was  full  and  there  were 
almost  an  additional  15,000  or  20,000  out- 
side— ^that  we  must  say  as  a  matter  of  na- 
tional policy  in  the  United  States  of  America 
that  every  boy  and  girl  born  in  this  country 
under  that  flag  has  a  right  to  all  the  education 
that  he  or  she  can  take. 

Now  these  Powell-Morse  amendments  rep- 
resent a  long  step  forward.  And  special 
thanks  are  due  for  the  fine  work  of  all  the 
Members  of  the  House  and  the  Senate  Edu- 
cation Committee,  especially  Senator  Morse; 
and  my  own  beloved  Senator,  Senator  Yar- 
borough;  and  Congressman  Powell;  Con- 


gressman Perkins;  and  Mrs.  Green;  and 
others  who  I  will  not  take  the  time  to  enu- 
merate because  I  have  talked  about  those  of 
you  that  have  talked  to  me  so  often  and  so 
much  on  this  subject.  But  I  know  you 
would  yield  to  all  the  others  in  their  dedica- 
tion to  this  great  program. 

I  have  just  been  in  a  meeting  with  the 
Ambassador  from  the  Soviet  Union.  They 
have  a  new  government  in  the  Soviet  Union. 
And  new  governments  bring  new  problems. 
We  spent  45  minutes — ^he,  assuring  me  that 
he  was  directed,  on  behalf  of  the  new  gov- 
ernment, to  tell  our  people  that  they  wanted 
to  continue  to  explore  with  us  every  possible 
means  of  achieving  better  understanding  and 
relieving  the  tensions  in  the  world. 

We  have  just  confirmed  the  detonation  by 
the  Chinese  of  a  nuclear  bomb.  It  is  a 
rather  crude  weapon,  but  it  is  the  beginning 
of  a  series  of  steps  that  I  anticipate  will  be 
harmful  and  injurious,  and  require  great 
sacrifices  on  the  part  of  the  Chinese  people. 

Now  living  in  this  kind  of  a  world — even 
our  good  friends,  the  British,  have  a  new 
Prime  Minister  that  I  must  talk  to  this  after- 
noon, if  I  can — we  just  can't  rely  on  drop- 
outs, on  fourth-grade  intellects,  and  on  any 
people  that  have  not  acquired  all  the  train- 
ing and  all  the  education  that  they  are  capa- 
ble of  acquiring.  That  is  the  investment 
that  would  pay  us  the  greatest  dividends  of 
any  investment  we  can  possibly  make. 

A  great  President  of  the  Republic  of  Texas 
once  said,  and  I  have  repeated  it  so  much 
that  I  hope  my  colleagues  in  the  Senate  will 
indulge  me,  "that  the  educated  mind  is  the 
guardian  genius  of  democratic  government, 
of  democracy."  The  educated  mind — it  is 
the  only  dictator  that  free  men  will  ever 
recognize.  And  it  is  the  only  ruler  that 
free  men  desire. 

So  as  we  sign  this  bill  this  afternoon,  let's 
let  this  be  another  step  along  the  road  that 
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we  have  taken  and  when  we  come  back  here, 
whenever  that  may  be,  let's  be  prepared  to 
go  all  the  way. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  1:45  p.m.  in  the  East 
Room  at  the  White  House.  During  the  course  of 
his  remarks  he  referred  to  Senator  Wayne  Morse  of 
Oregon,  Senator  Ralph  Yarborough  of  Texas,  Repre- 


sentative Adam  C.  Powell  of  New  York,  Representa- 
tive Carl  D.  Perkins  of  Kentucky,  and  Representative 
Edith  Green  of  Oregon. 

Among  those  attending  the  ceremony  were  mem- 
bers and  officials  of  the  National  Education  Asso- 
ciation. 

As  enacted,  the  bill  (S.  3060)  is  Public  Law  88- 
665  (78  Stat.  1 100). 


677    Remarks  at  the  Swearing  In  of  Sargent  Shriver  as  Director, 
Office  of  Economic  Opportunity.     October  16,  1964 


I  AM  HAPPY  that  those  of  you  that  were 
present  for  the  signing  of  the  NDEA  bill 
could  stay  here.  And  I  want  to  particularly 
and  enthusiastically  welcome  to  this  house 
the  associates  of  Sargent  Shriver  and  his 
friends  who  have  done  so  much  to  make  this 
event  possible  and  to  launch  in  this  country 
a  coordinated  and  comprehensive  war  on 
poverty. 

One  hundred  years  ago  Mr.  Lincoln  abol- 
ished slavery  in  this  country.  And  we  have 
a  modern  day  Lincoln  from  the  State  of 
Illinois  whose  objective  is  to  abolish  poverty 
in  this  country.  Mr.  Roosevelt  rolled  up  his 
sleeves  a  few  years  ago  and  pointed  out  to  the 
Nation  that  he  needed  their  support  for  the 
one-third  that  were  ill  clad,  ill  housed,  and 
ill  fed. 

Mr.  Shriver  is  here  this  morning  to  assume 
the  awesome  and  exacting  responsibilities  of 
directing  the  administration  of  a  program 
that  will  serve  not  the  one-third,  because  since 
Mr.  Roosevelt's  day  we  have  reduced  it  from 
33!^  percent  to  20  percent.  He's  here  to  ask 
your  help  in  abolishing  poverty  among  the 
one-fifth  that  are  ill  clad,  ill  fed,  and  ill 
housed. 

In  the  measure  that  I  just  signed  and  the 
oath  administered  here  that  I  will  administer 
in  a  few  moments,  there  is  one  common  ob- 
jective: that  is  to  increase  opportunity  for 
all  Americans. 


We  believe  in  equal  opportunity  for  all, 
special  privilege  for  none.  And  there  is  no 
work  that  is  more  prudent  or  more  pro- 
gressive or  more  genuinely  American  than 
this  work. 

For  as  long  as  there  has  been  an  America, 
much  of  our  progress  has  been  the  product  of 
good  laws  and  good  men  to  administer  them 
and  assure  their  success. 

The  Economic  Opportunity  Act  of  1964  is 
a  good  law.  In  my  judgment,  it  is  one  of 
the  best  laws.  The  reason  it's  a  good  law 
and  the  reason  it  is  one  of  the  best  is  because 
this  good,  competent  man  poured  his  very 
soul  into  it  for  days  and  weeks  and  months. 

This  measure  rejects  the  approach  that 
America  has  outgrown.  It  rejects  handouts, 
it  rejects  the  dole.  It  rejects  complacency. 
It  rejects  growing  relief  rolls.  Instead,  this 
measure  keeps  faith  with  and  puts  faith  in 
the  dignity  and  the  capacity  of  the  individual 
to  grow,  to  bloom  through  education. 

The  concept  represents  modern  America 
at  her  best.  The  need  is  obvious  for  leader- 
ship which  represents  modern  America  at 
her  best.  And  for  that  leadership,  in  my 
judgment,  I  have  selected  the  best  equipped 
by  personality,  by  training,  by  head  and 
heart  and  heels.  I  have  selected  the  best 
personality  in  this  country  for  that  job.  He 
was  not  an  applicant  for  it.  He  urged  me 
to  take  many  more  good  men  and  he  would 
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have  said  "no"  to  anyone  except  his 
President. 

But  he  is  the  kind  of  a  person  that  goes 
where  his  President  leads  him  because  he 
loves  his  country  that  much.  And  our  Na- 
tion is  indebted  to  him  already  for  the  great 
feats  of  leadership  that  he  has  performed 
in  this  country. 

His  work  was  brilliant  in  the  '60  political 
arena  when  John  Fitzgerald  Kennedy  was 
selected  to  lead  us.  His  performance  and 
the  contributions  that  he  made  in  helping 
to  man  this  Government  with  men  of  high 
character,  deep  conviction,  great  purpose,  is 
almost  unbelievable.  And  I  am  so  proud 
that  those  men  are  staying  to  help  me. 

His  work  in  the  Peace  Corps  has  helped 
an  entire  generation  of  most  able,  most  dedi- 
cated, and  most  enlightened  young  Ameri- 
cans to  fulfill  the  vision  of  their  minds  and 
the  hunger  of  their  hearts. 

In  this  new  and  added  capacity,  Sargent 
Shriver  will  have  a  part  in  helping  the  less 
fortunate  young  Americans.  These  are  rare 
opportunities  for  any  man.  But  we  have  a 
rare  man  in  Sargent  Shriver. 

Americans  today  enjoy  a  good  life  but  we 
know  that  we  can  never  expect  a  free  life  to 
be  an  easy  life.  If  we  want  to  live  in  peace 
and  prosperity  at  home,  we  must  commit 
ourselves  to  doing  the  works  in  the  w^orld 


which  are  not  easy  and  not  comfortable  and 
not  pleasant. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  young  Americans 
are  willing  to  undertake  such  works  and  they 
need  only  the  opportunity  to  accept  the  chal- 
lenge. Out  in  the  world,  here  at  home,  in 
remote  nations,  in  next  door  neighborhoods, 
there  are  difficult  and  demanding  tasks  wait- 
ing for  Americans.  So  we  must  take  up 
those  challenges  and  we  must  mark  our  lives 
by  commitment  rather  than  contentment. 

The  allies  of  freedom's  enemies  have  al- 
ways been  poverty,  illiteracy,  and  disease. 
These  are  the  curses  that  we  can  and  we 
must  conquer.  If  peace  is  to  have  purpose, 
if  peace  is  to  be  our  mission,  we  must  use  it 
to  destroy  those  ancient  enemies  of  mankind 
rather  than  allow  them  to  lead  us  toward 
man's  own  destruction  and  war  against 
himself. 

So  it's  a  very  high  privilege  for  me  to  be 
here  on  this  occasion  to  observe  the  swearing 
in  of  the  man  who  will  start  this  year  not  to 
abolish  slavery  in  this  country,  but  a  most 
noble  calling  to  abolish  poverty  in  this 
country. 

Mr.  Shriver. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  2:20  p.m.  in  the  East 
Room  at  the  White  House  shortly  after  signing  the 
National  Defense  Education  Act  Amendments 
(Item  676). 

For  the  President's  remarks  upon  signing  the 
Economic  Opportunity  Act  of  1964,  see  Item  528. 


678    Remarks  Upon  Arrival  at  the  Greater  Cincinnati  Airport. 
October  16,  1964 


Governor  Breathitt,  Senator  Young,  Con- 
gressman Chelf,  my  old  friend  Brent  Spence, 
Chairman  Paxton,  my  good  friends  of  Ken- 
tuc\y  and  Ohio: 

If  I  can  just  make  a  fev^  more  visits  to  this 
State  this  year,  I  am  going  to  be  eligible  to 
call  Kentucky  my  home.    It  is  wonderful  to 


be  with  you.  Sometime  when  I  can  stay 
longer,  I  am  going  to  write  myself  an  invi- 
tation and  come  back  and  spend  an  afternoon 
here  in  Covington. 

Today  we  are  mixing  bluegrass  and  buck- 
eyes. I  hope  the  results  will  be  a  winner  on 
November  3d  for  the  Democratic  ticket.    Of 
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course,  I  wouldn't  want  to  make  any  recom- 
mendations, but  I  will  offer  this  impartial, 
objective  statement:  that  the  people  of  this 
district  could  not  make  a  wiser  choice  than 
to  keep  in  the  Congress  my  good  friend 
Frank  Chelf,  and  keep  in  the  Senate  my 
good  friend  Steve  Young. 

You  have  a  tradition  of  sending  some  of 
your  finest  citizens  to  Washington  to  serve 
the  Nation.  I  have  known  and  served  with 
many  of  them,  but  none  have  ever  stood 
higher  in  my  estimation  than  Brent  Spence. 

If  your  neighboring  State  of  Ohio  is  the 
mother  of  Presidents,  Kentucky  is  the  father 
of  great  Governors.  We  had  many  of  them 
together  a  week  ago,  and  they  demonstrated 
a  great  trait  of  Kentucky  Democrats — the 
ability  to  unite.  But  one  of  the  finest  Gov- 
ernors of  the  land  is  your  Governor  now,  my 
friend  Ed  Breathitt. 

These  are  sobering  hours  in  the  history  of 
the  world.  But  there  is  no  business  any- 
where that  is  more  serious  than  the  election 
of  the  leadership  of  the  strongest  nation  on 
earth. 

I  had  not  intended  to  speak  very  long. 
At  these  airports  you  usually  have  a  prob- 
lem of  people  standing,  the  problem  of  planes 
flying,  and  the  problem  of  not  talking  too 
often,  too  much,  or  if  you  do,  you  won't  be 
able  to  talk  at  all.  But  I  think  I  will  tell  you 
of  a  somewhat  exciting  day  that  I  had  this 
morning. 

I  was  up  at  6:30  and  I  read  about  15  news- 
papers and  all  the  reports  that  had  come  in 
overnight,  and  the  morning  cables.  Then  I 
went  to  my  office,  and  we  planted  two  trees 
on  the  White  House  lawn.  It  is  customary 
for  Presidents  to  plant  trees  when  they  live 
there,  and  we  planted  two  trees  that  are  oaks, 
that  are  grown  both  in  the  Atlantic  sea- 
board and  in  my  own  section  of  the  country. 
They  grow  tall  and  they  grow  straight,  and 
they  provide  a  good  shade. 


Then  I  visited  for  about  an  hour  with  the 
Soviet  Ambassador,  and  he  told  me  of  the 
problems  that  exist  in  their  country  today, 
and  the  new  government  that  has  just  taken 
over  from  Premier  Khrushchev.  One  man 
runs  the  government  and  one  runs  the  party. 
He  assured  me  of  the  friendship  of  their 
people  for  our  people  and  he  wanted  to 
make  it  clear  that  he  was  instructed  by  the 
new  government  to  inform  our  Government 
that  there  had  been  and  there  would  be  no 
change  in  their  foreign  policy  and  their  atti- 
tude toward  us  and  their  hope  that  we  could, 
together,  find  some  way  to  peace  in  the 
world,  some  way  to  reduce  our  armaments, 
and  some  way  to  relieve  the  tensions. 

When  I  finished  talking  with  the  Soviet 
Ambassador,  I  met  with  the  Secretary  of 
State,  the  Secretary  of  Defense,  the  Chair- 
man of  the  Central  Intelligence  Agency,  the 
Executive  Secretary  of  the  National  Security 
Council,  and  the  Under  Secretary  of  State, 
and  we  talked  about  the  problems  in  south- 
east Asia,  and  our  forces  in  Viet-Nam.  We 
talked  about  the  implications  of  the  new 
government  in  the  Soviet  Union  and  why 
they  had  decided  to  change.  We  took  all 
of  the  reports  we  had  received  and  evaluated 
them.  The  Secretary  of  Defense  and  the 
Secretary  of  State  stayed  on  later,  and  the 
Security  Council  will  meet  tomorrow  to  fur- 
ther go  into  those  problems. 

We  received  complete  confirmation  that 
the  Chinese  had  detonated  a  nuclear  weapon 
today — at  3  a.m.  our  time  this  morning.  It 
is  a  crude  weapon,  but  it  means  another  na- 
tion can  contaminate  the  atmosphere,  and  it 
means  in  due  time  that  they  no  doubt  will 
have  other  weapons  and  will  probably  de- 
velop the  capacity  to  deliver  them.  It  is 
really  a  sad  day  for  the  Chinese  people,  be- 
cause with  all  their  hunger  and  their  many 
unfilled  needs,  they  have  to  take  their  re- 
sources and  put  them  into  nuclear  weapons. 


1362 


Lyndon  B.  Johnson,  1963-1964 


Oct.  16    [678] 


I  then  went  over  and  met  with  the  leading 
educators  from  all  over  the  country,  and  we 
signed  one  of  the  most  comprehensive  edu- 
cation bills  in  the  history  of  this  country. 
We  talked  about  the  great  increased  need  of 
educated  minds  in  our  country,  and  how 
many  people  were  unemployed  because  they 
had  no  specific  training,  and  how  in  this 
space  age,  when  the  Soviet  Union  was  send- 
ing three  men  into  space,  and  when  the 
Chinese  nation  has  developed  the  nuclear 
bomb,  how  important  it  is  for  every  child 
in  this  land  to  have  all  the  education  that  he 
is  capable  of  taking. 

We  finished  with  that  meeting  and  I  made 
a  statement  to  a  group  of  civic  leaders  of  the 
Nation,  and  swore  in  Mr.  Sargent  Shriver, 
who  is  inaugurating  a  billion  dollar  program 
to  drive  out  poverty  in  our  land.  The  people 
that  oppose  it  say  it  is  not  enough  to  do 
any  good.  The  people  that  oppose  it  say 
it  is  too  much  to  spend  on  people.  So  either 
way  you  go,  you  get  criticized. 

But  as  I  was  standing  there  getting  ready 
to  swear  in  Mr.  Shriver,  I  thought  of  my 
experience  as  a  young  Congressman.  We 
had  women  working  in  my  district  that 
made  7  cents  an  hour — in  1937.  They  tried 
to  support  their  family  on  56  cents  a  day. 
We  introduced,  in  accordance  with  the  Presi- 
dent's recommendation,  a  minimum  v^age- 
maximum  hour  law.  That  law  provided 
that  the  minimum  pay  per  hour  would  be 
25  cents  an  hour.  It  would  be  unlawful  to 
pay  anyone  less  than  a  quarter  an  hour. 

There  were  only  three  men  from  my  sec- 
tion of  the  country  that  signed  a  petition  to 
force  that  caucus,  and  all  three  of  us  were 
told  that  we  were  ruining  our  political 
careers.  That  was  in  1938 — 25  cents  an 
hour.  We  were  told  that  we  would  hurt 
labor,  and  we  would  hurt  ourselves.  The 
other  two  men  that  signed  that  petition  with 
me  and  brought  that  question  to  a  vote  were 


defeated  in  the  next  July  primary  because 
they  had  sought  to  vote  for  a  bill  that  paid 
25  cents  an  hour.  Now,  think  how  far  we 
have  come  since  1938. 

It  was  about  that  same  period  that  our 
great  leader,  President  Roosevelt,  who  bore 
awesome  responsibilities,  concluded  that  we 
ought  to  try  to  do  something  about  the  poor 
people.  He  said  a  third  of  our  Nation,  one 
out  of  every  three,  was  ill  clad,  ill  fed,  and 
ill  housed.  He  looked  forward  to  the  day 
when  he  could  reduce  that  percentage,  and 
he  did  reduce  it.    That  was  30  years  ago. 

In  30  years  we  have  reduced  it  from  one- 
third  to  one-fifth,  from  33  percent  to  20 
percent.  But  there  is  still  20  percent  of  our 
people,  I  out  of  every  5  families,  that  live 
below  the  poverty  line.  Children  born  into 
those  families  grow  up,  become  adults,  un- 
able to  find  a  job,  ill  equipped,  ill  trained, 
and  they  become  taxeaters  instead  of  tax- 
payers. So  we  decided  if  President  Roose- 
velt and  his  successors  could  reduce  it  from 
one-third  to  one-fifth,  that  maybe  we  could 
reduce  it  to  one-tenth. 

One  hundred  years  ago,  Abraham  Lincoln 
abolished  slavery  in  this  country.  It  is  al- 
most unbelievable  that  we  held  people  in 
bondage  and  we  had  our  fellow  human  be- 
ings as  slaves.    But  we  did,  100  years  ago. 

And  100  years  from  now,  I  think  your 
children  are  going  to  look  back  on  the  day 
when  I  swore  in  Sargent  Shriver  and  say, 
"It  is  almost  unbelievable  that  20  percent  of 
our  people  lived  in  poverty."  Because  just 
as  Abraham  Lincoln  abolished  slavery,  we  are 
going  to  abolish  poverty  in  this  country. 

We  want  peace  in  our  world.  That  is 
our  number  one  objective.  We  want  to  learn 
to  live  with  other  nations.  We  want  to  be 
able  to  exist  in  a  land  where  we  don't  have 
to  worry  about  a  nervous  thumb  moving 
up  toward  pushing  that  button  that  will  wipe 
out  300  million  lives.    We  don't  want  to  sit 
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there  and  listen  to  that  "hot  line"  ring  and 
the  call  coming  from  Moscow,  and  what 
they  are  going  to  say  on  the  other  end  of  the 
line. 

We  went  through  the  terrifying  and 
frightening  experience  of  the  Cuban  missile 
crisis,  when  two  men  looked  at  each  other 
eyeball  to  eyeball  and  finally  Mr.  Khrushchev 
had  to  pick  up  his  missiles  and  take  them 
home. 

We  want  responsibility  in  foreign  affairs 
like  we  have  had  for  20  years  since  World 
War  II.  Our  friends  in  Western  Europe 
have  largely  recovered.  We  are  standing  by 
our  friends  in  Asia.  We  are  making  great 
progress  in  the  Western  Hemisphere. 

Many  nations  have  thrown  off  the  yoke  of 
colonialism  and  there  is  more  freedom  in  the 
world  today  than  there  was  20  years  ago. 
In  all  the  new  nations  that  have  been  born, 
I  know  you  must  take  great  pride  in  the  fact 
that  not  one  single  one  of  them  has  embraced 
communism.  The  last  nation  that  we  lost 
to  communism  was  Cuba  in  1959. 

We  had  a  change  of  governments  today  in 
Great  Britain.  It  fell  my  lot  and  my  duty 
to  call  the  Prime  Minister  of  Great  Britain 
and  to  welcome  him  for  a  visit  and  to  talk  to 
him  about  the  problems  that  he  will  en- 
counter and  that  will  mutually  confront  our 
allies.  So  that  is  something  about  my  day. 
The  Prime  Minister,  I  guess,  went  out  to  take 
his  siesta  and  have  his  tea,  and  I  came  to 
Covington  and  Cincinnati  and  Dayton. 

In  addition  to  peace  in  the  world,  we  very 
much  hope  for  prosperity  among  our  people. 
In  the  last  week,  I  have  seen  more  than  2 
million  people.  Almost  that  many  have 
scratched  my  hand.  But  it  is  a  real  invigorat- 
ing experience,  and  it  is  a  wonderful  sight 
to  look  into  the  eyes  of  your  bosses,  the  people 
that  employ  you,  the  folks  you  work  for, 
the  men  and  women  who  trust  you,  the  ones 
who  have  faith  in  you  and  have  faith  in  their 


country  and  have  hopes  for  their  future  and 
their  posterity.  It  is  an  exciting  experience 
to  be  a  leader  in  a  democratic  land.  You 
want  your  people  to  be  happy. 

I  have  seen  so  many  smiling,  happy  faces 
that  the  most  dreadful  thing  that  could  hap- 
pen to  me  would  be  to  see  a  war  come  on  or 
to  see  a  depression  come  on.  So  today  I  gave 
instructions  to  my  economic  advisers  to  make 
a  new  study  of  how  we  could  keep  this 
prosperity  going  after  next  spring. 

I  may  not  need  that  study  myself,  as  some- 
body else  may  be  using  it,  but  I  think  you 
have  to  think  ahead,  and  I  think  you  have  to 
be  optimistic  for  the  future.  I  think  you 
have  to  plan.  I  don't  think  you  can  just  sit 
back  and  take  things  for  granted. 

I  want  to  see  the  day  when  every  man 
and  woman  who  wants  to  work  will  have  a 
job.  I  want  to  see  the  day  when  heart  dis- 
ease, cancer,  and  strokes  will  be  banished 
and  everyone  can  live  to  the  ripe,  old  age  of 
100,  and  we  are  going  in  that  direction. 

I  want  to  see  the  day  when  there  will  be  a 
classroom  for  every  child  and  there  will  be 
a  qualified,  well-paid  teacher  to  man  that 
classroom  in  this  country. 

The  average  manufacturing  wage  now  is 
$104  a  week,  and  we  have  72  V2  million  peo- 
ple working.  There  are  less  people  that 
have  lost  time  through  strikes  this  year  than 
at  any  time  in  our  postwar  history. 

We  had  problems  with  the  railroad  strike 
for  ^Yi  years,  we  had  those  differences.  But 
with  the  help  of  the  good  Lord,  the  leaders 
of  both  the  railroads  and  the  workers,  we 
settled  it.  We  had  problems  with  the  auto 
strike,  but  we  have  gotten  most  of  those 
working  out  all  right.  We  are  losing  only 
fourteen  one-hundredths  of  i  percent  of  the 
hours  at  work.  Not  i  percent,  not  a  half 
of  I  percent,  but  fourteen  one-hundredths 
of  I  percent. 

So  we  are  proud  of  what  has  developed 
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along  that  line.  We  have  given  back  our 
taxpayers  $12  billion  that  would  have  other- 
wise gone  into  the  Treasury,  so  they  could 
make  new  capital  investments  to  provide 
more  jobs,  so  they  could  have  more  take- 
home  money.  And,  generally  speaking,  I 
think  our  folks  on  the  average  are  doing 
well.  We  want  to  keep  it  that  way.  We 
think  that  the  man  that  you  select  to  lead 
this  country  and  the  kind  of  government  you 
select  will  have  something  to  do  with  not 
only  peace  in  the  world,  but  prosperity  at 
home. 

I  have  not  come  here  today  to  say  any- 
thing about  any  other  choices  or  about  my 
opponents.  I  have  never  felt  that  the  voter 
cared  very  much  about  what  one  man 
thought  about  the  fellow  that  was  trying  to 
get  his  job. 

I  have  been  in  this  business  for  a  long 
time.  My  first  campaign  was  for  Al  Smith 
when  I  was  20  years  old.  I  am  considerably 
older  now,  but  for  more  than  30  years  I  have 
been  going  among  the  people  and  I  have 
often  observed  that  mudslinging  and  muck- 
raking, and  personal  denunciations  lost 
candidates  more  votes  than  it  gained  them. 

So  I  have  not  come  here  for  the  purpose 
of  telling  you  that  Senator  Humphrey  and 


myself  are  the  only  two  men  in  this  country 
that  are  capable  of  leading  these  people. 
You  people  would  do  all  right  with  just  al- 
most anybody  leading  you,  because  we  have 
good  citizens,  and  we  have  a  good  Nation, 
and  we  can  weather  these  storms. 

Look  at  what  happened  when  our  leader 
was  stricken  and  fell,  on  the  tragic  day  in 
November.  Our  people  united.  They 
pulled  together — business,  labor,  women, 
farmers,  groups  all  over  the  country — and 
we  presented  a  united  front  to  the  world. 
We  have  gone  forward.  He  left  51  bills 
behind  him,  and  last  Friday  night  I  sat  at 
my  desk  and  I  looked  at  the  inventory  and  we 
had  passed  every  one  of  those  51  bills  in  the 
United  States  Senate. 

If  you  feel  that  we  are  worthy  of  it,  if  you 
think  that  we  have  the  experience,  if  you 
think  we  have  the  head  and  the  heart  and 
the  heels  that  these  responsibilities  require, 
we  most  earnestly  solicit  your  support  on 
November  3d. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  4:47  p.xn.  at  the 
Greater  Cincinnati  Airport  in  Covington,  Ky.  In 
his  opening  words  he  referred  to  Governor  Edv^^ard 
T.  Breathitt,  Jr.,  of  Kentucky,  Senator  Stephen  M. 
Young  of  Ohio,  Representative  Frank  Chelf  of  Ken- 
tucky, former  Representative  Brent  Spence  of  Ken- 
tucky, and  Frank  Paxton,  chairman  of  the  Kentucky 
State  Democratic  Committee. 


679    Remarks  at  Government  Square  in  Cincinnati. 
October  i6,  1964 


Mr,  Chairman,  Senator  Young,  ladies  and 
gentlemen,  boys  and  girls: 

I  brought  Steve  Young  out  here  to  Ohio 
w^ith  me  today,  and  I  am  expecting  you  to 
send  him  back  to  Washington.  We  need 
him  in  Washington  and  we  v^ould  like  for 
Ohio  to  send  with  him  Bob  Sweeney,  Jack 
Gilligan,  and  Harry  Sand  to  give  us  a  good 
Democratic  delegation. 


I  am  glad  to  see  here  your  county  chair- 
man, Vincent  Beckman.  I  would  say  from 
what  I  hear  about  his  service  as  county  com- 
missioner, one  good  turn  deserves  another. 

I  am  glad  to  see  my  old  friend  Mike  Di- 
Salle  on  the  platform.  I  am  especially  hon- 
ored today  by  the  presence  here  of  one  of 
America's  most  distinguished  and  most  use- 
ful  citizens.  Dr.   Sabin.    I  am  so  deeply 
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proud  that  Dr.  Sabin  and  Mr.  Fee  have  an- 
nounced their  support  today  for  the  Johnson- 
Humphrey  ticket.  That  is  Hubert  Hum- 
phrey I  am  speaking  of. 

Over  the  last  24  hours,  the  meaning  of  this 
election  has  become  clear.  It  is  clear,  as  it 
should  be  clear  always,  that  the  destiny  of  a 
great  nation  is  not  to  be  determined  by  parti- 
san consideration. 

This  generation  of  Americans  stands  face 
to  face  with  the  reality  of  our  age.  The 
world  will  not  respond  to  the  promises  of 
politicians.  It  will  not  respond  to  the  peeves 
of  partisans.  In  an  age  of  peril,  when  dan- 
ger lurks  across  the  land,  the  world  respects 
and  the  world  responds  to  performance,  the 
effective  performance,  of  a  bipartisan  system 
in  the  American  way. 

Strength  we  have,  and  strength  we  must 
have,  and  strength  we  will  keep,  and  strength 
we  will  increase.  But  the  strength  of  arms 
alone  is  not  enough.  We  must  show  sta- 
bility to  match  our  strength.  We  must  show 
steadiness  to  match  our  purpose.  Only  by 
strength  and  stability  and  steadiness  can  we 
lead  the  cause  of  freedom  in  the  world. 

This  is  the  meaning  of  the  last  24  hours. 
In  that  short  span  of  time,  the  world  has 
changed.  In  our  oldest  ally  in  the  free 
world,  the  government  has  changed.  I 
talked  to  the  new  Prime  Minister  of  Great 
Britain  on  the  telephone  just  before  I  left 
Washington. 

In  the  strongest  nation  in  the  Communist 
world,  the  government  changed  yesterday. 

In  the  most  anti-American  capital  of  the 
Communist  world,  the  Communist  rulers  of 
the  Chinese  mainland  have  come  into  pos- 
session of  their  first  nuclear  device. 

We  cannot  know  the  road  ahead.  We 
know  there  is  peril,  as  there  has  been  peril 
all  of  our  lives.  We  know  there  are  trials, 
as  there  have  been  trials  all  of  our  lives. 

But  we  must  understand  and  we  must 


not  forget  that  the  meaning  of  the  future 
will  be  influenced  by  the  choice  you  make 
on  November  3d.  That  is  the  reality  of  our 
age. 

The  course  to  be  chosen  in  Moscow,  the 
course  to  be  taken  in  Peiping,  the  course  to 
be  pursued  in  the  capitals  of  the  free  men 
around  the  world  will  be  guided  by  the  de- 
cisions that  the  Americans  make  on  Novem- 
ber 3,  1964,  so  be  sure  of  what  you  do  and 
be  sure  you  know  you  are  right. 

In  this  year,  as  in  all  years,  others  will 
be  reading  our  election  returns.  What  they 
conclude  from  what  they  read  may  well  de- 
cide the  destiny  of  this  decade,  and  the  longer 
course  of  this  century.  There  just  simply 
must  be  no  miscalculation.  There  simply 
must  be  no  room  for  misinterpretation.  The 
world  must  know  on  election  night  that 
America  will  not  turn  from  the  course  we 
pursued. 

Harry  Truman  faced  the  Communists  in 
Greece  and  Turkey,  and  with  the  bipartisan 
support  of  Arthur  Vandenberg,  we  won. 
Dwight  David  Eisenhower  faced  the  crisis  in 
the  Formosa  Strait,  and  with  the  support  of 
Lyndon  Johnson  and  Mike  Mansfield,  we 
won.  Jack  Kennedy  faced  the  Cuban  missile 
crisis,  and  with  the  support  of  Everett  Dirk- 
sen,  we  won. 

You  will  not  be  electing  a  President  alone 
on  November  3d;  you  will  be  electing  the 
kind  of  life  that  you  want  to  lead  and  the 
kind  of  world  you  want  your  children  to 
grow  up  in.  The  vote  you  cast  will  count  as 
much  as  the  vote  you  do  not  cast,  for  if  you 
fail  to  vote,  your  future  will  be  chosen  for 
you. 

This  is  the  season  of  decision  for  free  men. 
Men  who  cherish  their  freedom  and  who 
cherish  peace  for  their  children  and  who 
hope  for  prosperous  and  peaceful  tomorrows 
will  not  allow  that  decision  to  be  reached 
by  default.    More  Americans  than  ever  stand 
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firmly  in  the  center.  Our  course  is  guided 
by  the  wisdom  of  experience  and  the  goal  of 
common  purpose.  We  do  not  want  to  open 
that  American  center  to  attack  or  to  division 
or  to  disruption  from  extreme  factions  on 
the  fringe. 

On  November  3d,  the  choice  of  the  Amer- 
ican people  can  be  a  choice  of  promises  or 
it  can  be  a  choice  of  performance.  It  can  be 
a  choice  made  in  prudence  or  it  can  be  a 
choice  made  in  passion.  I  have  no  doubt 
what  the  American  people  want  that  choice 
to  be. 

The  office  of  the  American  Presidency  is  a 
great  and  honorable  office,  created  by  a  great 
people.  Over  the  last  175  years,  only  35 
other  Americans  have  held  the  trust  that  I 
hold  today.  One  out  of  five  of  those  men — 
one  out  of  five  of  those  35 — have  been  sons 
of  your  State  of  Ohio.  If  they  could  all  stand 
here  beside  me  now,  I  believe  all  who  have 
served  before  would  agree  with  me  on  these 
facts: 

— The  President  cannot  make  the  world 
sure  for  Americans,  but  he  can  and  he  must 
make  the  world  sure  of  America. 

— ^The  President  cannot  wipe  away  the 
burdens  of  freedom,  but  he  can  and  he  must 
work  to  control  and  to  eliminate  the  waste  of 
freedom's  resources. 

— ^The  President  cannot  talk  a  budget 
down  with  words,  but  he  can  and  he  must 
bring  the  budget  down  by  hard  and  under- 
standing work. 

— ^The  President  cannot  give  the  people 
freedom,  he  cannot  grant  the  people  rights, 
for  their  freedom  and  their  rights  are  no 
man's  to  give  or  no  man's  to  withhold.  But 
the  President  can  and  the  President  must  be 
willing  to  give  all  that  is  his  to  protect  free- 
dom and  to  preserve  those  rights  of  our 
fellow  Americans. 

On  this  quiet  side  of  election  day,  when  a 
man  sits  alone  in  the  office  where  I  serve  now, 


promises  of  political  campaigns  mean  little. 
Performance  means  everything.  Since  that 
tragic  day  last  November  when  this  office 
was  thrust  upon  me,  I  have  tried  my  best 
to  keep  the  pledge  I  made  to  you,  to  do  the 
best  I  could  with  your  prayers  and  with  the 
help  of  God  above. 

I  am  proud  and  I  am  grateful  that  in  these 
10  months  that  I  have  served  you,  our  pros- 
perity has  continued  to  run  unbroken.  I 
am  grateful  that  in  these  months  our  pre- 
paredness and  our  peace  has  grown  without 
interruption.  I  am  grateful  that  we  still 
have  and  the  world  still  has  peace  to  enjoy. 

I  cannot  promise,  and  no  man  can  pre- 
tend to  promise,  all  that  lies  ahead.  We  can- 
not know  tomorrow  or  next  week  or  even 
next  year. 

I  can  promise,  and  I  do  promise,  that  what- 
ever may  arise,  your  country — America — 
will  be  the  strongest  nation  in  all  the  world 
and  will  be  prepared. 

I  can  promise  and  I  do  promise  that  if 
we  are  called  to  great  challenges,  your  Gov- 
ernment will  be  ready  to  perform. 

I  can  promise,  and  I  do  promise,  that  the 
time  to  come  will  be  used  to  unite  America, 
and  I  will  never  do  anything  to  divide  your 
country.  I  love  the  people  of  this  land;  I 
do  not  hate  them.  I  have  faith  in  them;  I 
do  not  have  fear  of  them. 

I  can  promise  and  I  do  promise  that  I  will 
give  you  all  the  strength  that  is  mine  to  bind 
our  wounds,  to  heal  our  history,  and  to  make 
this  Nation  whole  for  the  trials  and  for  the 
tests  that  are  ahead. 

Some  people  say  we  are  wild  spenders,  but 
in  their  hearts  they  know  they  are  wrong. 
In  my  first  10  months  in  office,  I  cut  the 
deficit  in  half.  In  my  first  10  months  in 
office,  we  reduced  the  budget  under  the  last 
Kennedy  budget  by  $1  billion.  This  July 
and  August  just  passed,  under  this  adminis- 
tration, the  Government  spent  $676  million 
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less  than  it  spent  in  July  and  August  of  last 
year.  We  have  cut  the  Federal  work  force 
of  employees.  Today  there  are  21,000  fewer 
Federal  employees  working  for  the  Federal 
Government  than  there  were  the  day  I  be- 
came President. 

We  are  encouraging  business  and  we  are 
not  harassing  it.  We  know  that  the  more 
prosperous  business  becomes,  the  more  jobs 
are  created,  the  higher  wages  can  be  paid 
to  the  workers.  We  have  determined  that 
this  Government  shall  be  solvent,  this  Gov- 
ernment shall  be  secure,  and  this  Govern- 
ment shall  always  be  strong. 

To  do  this,  we  must  be  fiscally  responsible. 
We  must  watch  every  dollar  so  that  we  can 
get  back  a  dollar's  value  for  each  dollar  we 
spend.  These  are  the  facts,  and  the  facts 
tell  us  that  for  the  first  time  in  many  years, 
the  budget,  the  deficit,  the  Federal  work 
force,  are  all  going  down  together.  And 
profits — f  12  billion  more  after  taxes.    Work- 


ers— f 60  billion  more  after  taxes.  Wages, 
income,  private  employment  up  5  million 
people  in  the  last  4  years. 

The  opposition  knows  this,  for  the  truth 
and  the  facts  tell  them  that  they  are  wrong, 
and  a  prosperous,  free  America  knows  we 
are  right.  And  we  are  going  to  tell  them 
in  language  that  they  will  all  understand  on 
November  3d. 

Thank  you. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  5:34  p.m.  at  a  rally 
in  Government  Square,  Cincinnati,  Ohio.  His 
opening  words  referred  to  Vincent  Beckman,  chair- 
man of  the  Democratic  Central  Committee  of 
Hamilton  County,  and  Senator  Stephen  M.  Young 
of  Ohio.  Later  he  referred  to,  among  others, 
Robert  E.  Sweeney,  John  J.  Gilligan,  and  Harry 
Sand,  Democratic  candidates  for  Representative, 
former  Governor  Michael  V.  DiSalle  of  Ohio,  Dr. 
Albert  B.  Sabin  of  the  Children's  Hospital  Research 
Foundation,  George  Fee,  Cincinnati  attorney,  Arthur 
H.  Vandenberg,  U.S.  Senator  from  Michigan  during 
the  Truman  administration.  Senator  Mike  Mansfield 
of  Montana,  and  Senator  Everett  McKinley  Dirksen 
of  Illinois. 


680    Remarks  on  the  City  Hall  Steps,  Dayton,  Ohio. 
October  16,  1964 


Judge  Love,  Senator  Young,  Chairman  Bill 
Coleman,  Chairman  Horstman,  my  fellow 
Americans: 

I  almost  feel  like  saying  my  fellow 
Ohioans.  I  always  feel  at  home  in  your  great 
State. 

I  especially  like  it  here  in  this  fine  city  of 
Dayton.  I  don't  know  why  Orville  and  Wil- 
bur Wright  wanted  to  fly  when  they  could 
have  kept  their  feet  on  the  ground  in  a 
hometown  like  this! 

Dayton  is  the  birthplace  of  the  air  age, 
but  Dayton's  best  years,  and  Ohio's  best 
years,  are  still  ahead.  Thirty  years  from 
now,  Ohio  will  have  a  population  of  20 
million  people.  There  will  be  as  many  peo- 
ple living  in  your  cities  alone  as  live  now  in 


your  entire  State. 

You  have  work  to  do  for  the  future,  as 
all  America  does,  and  you  need  forward- 
looking  men  in  the  Ohio  tradition  to  serve 
you,  and  none  have  more  vision  and  none 
have  more  confidence,  and  none  is  a  better 
friend  of  mine  or  a  more  trusted  friend  of 
mine  than  your  own  good  Senator  Steve 
Young. 

I  brought  Senator  Young  out  here  this 
afternoon  on  Air  Force  One,  and  I  am  count- 
ing on  you  to  send  him  back  to  Washing- 
ton with  a  prepaid  ticket  on  November  3d. 
When  Steve  Young  flies  back  there  as  the 
winner,  I  want  him  to  arrive  with  some  new 
Congressmen  at  his  side — Judge  Rodney 
Love,  Robert  Mihlbaugh,  and  Jerry  Graham. 
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This  is  going  to  be  a  Democratic  year,  and 
I  suspect  that  it  is  going  to  be  the  biggest 
and  the  best  Democratic  year  of  all  here  in 
Ohio. 

I  want  to  thank  you  for  these  wonderful 
signs.  I  want  to  express  my  appreciation  for 
your  warm  welcome.  I  want  to  tell  you  how 
good  it  makes  me  feel  to  see  your  happy, 
smiling  faces.  I  am  proud  to  be  here  in  this 
city,  so  close  to  the  Democratic  Party, 
through  James  M.  Cox,  the  father  who 
ran  for  President  with  FDR  at  his  side,  and 
the  son  whose  fine  newspapers  stand  with  the 
Democrats  in  this  great  campaign. 

There  is  a  special  reason  why  I  feel  so 
much  at  home  here  in  Ohio.  You  may  not 
want  to  take  the  blame  for  it,  but  if  it  hadn't 
been  for  the  people  of  Ohio,  there  wouldn't 
have  been  a  Texas  today. 

One  hundred  and  twenty  years  ago,  Tex- 
ans  declared  their  independence.  Their 
ranks  were  thin.  Their  arms  were  few. 
But  they  believed  their  cause  was  right,  so 
they  took  their  stand  and  they  made  their 
fight.  At  the  hour  when  all  was  blackest, 
help  arrived.  The  army  of  the  Republic  of 
Texas  received  their  first  and  their  only 
artillery  as  a  gift  from  the  people  of  Ohio. 

If  you  have  forgotten  this  history,  no  Tex- 
an ever  forgets,  because  every  schoolboy  in 
my  State  learns  that  Ohio  made  our  inde- 
pendence possible.  And  you  are  going  to 
make  our  election  possible. 

We  had  a  very  exacting  and  exciting  day  in 
Washington.  I  came  in  late  last  night  after 
having  visited  the  great  State  of  New  York. 
This  morning  at  6:30  I  was  up  reading  re- 
ports from  the  Congo,  Viet-Nam,  Cyprus, 
and  places  all  over  the  world  where  there  are 
problems  that  we  are  concerned  with. 

Then  I  went  down  and  planted  two  trees. 
It  is  traditional  with  Presidents  to  plant  trees 
on  the  White  House  grounds.  We  planted 
two  oaks,  oaks  that  stand  tall  and  oaks  that 


give  a  good  shade,  and   oaks  that  stand 
straight. 

Then  I  went  in  and  met  with  the  Na- 
tional Security  Council,  Secretary  of  State 
Rusk,  Under  Secretary  Ball,  Secretary  of 
Defense  McNamara,  the  head  of  the  Cen- 
tral Intelligence  Agency,  Mr.  John  McCone, 
and  we  reviewed  all  of  the  intelligence  from 
all  over  the  world.  We  talked  about  the 
change  in  government  in  the  largest  Com- 
munist country  in  the  world,  the  things  that 
are  taking  place  that  replaced  Mr.  Khru- 
shchev last  night,  and  how  it  would  affect 
their  foreign  policy  and  how  it  would  affect 
our  foreign  policy,  and  how  it  would  affect 
the  world  in  which  we  live. 

Then  we  talked  about  the  elections  yester- 
day in  Great  Britain,  and  the  selection  of  a 
new  Prime  Minister  in  Great  Britain.  Then 
we  decided  that  we  would  meet  a  little  later 
and  review  some  more  problems  and  have 
another  meeting  of  the  Security  Council 
tomorrow. 

I  then  received  the  Russian  Ambassador, 
Mr.  Dobrynin.  He  came  in  and  for  almost 
an  hour  he  gave  me  a  message  from  the  new 
rulers  in  the  Kremlin.  He  told  me  that  it 
was  the  hope  of  the  people  in  the  Soviet 
Union  that  they  could  continue  their  search 
for  peace  with  us,  that  somehow,  some  way, 
we  must  find  a  way  to  live  in  the  world 
together,  without  wiping  each  other  out 
with  nuclear  bombs. 

I  told  him  that  our  policy  would  not 
change,  that  we  were  the  strongest  and  the 
mightiest  nation  in  the  world,  but  that 
strength  would  be  used  for  deterrents,  that 
we  did  not  rattle  our  rockets  and  we  did 
not  bluff  with  our  bombs;  that  our  guard 
was  always  up,  but  our  hand  was  always 
out.  I  told  him  we  preferred  to  judge  men 
by  their  acts  instead  of  their  words. 

But  as  your  President,  the  only  President 
that  you  have,  as  the  trustee  for  the  Ameri- 
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can  people — as  Theodore  Roosevelt  once  said 
the  President  is  really  the  guardian,  the 
President  has  a  very  special  obligation  as  the 
stev^ard  of  all  the  people — I  said  I  v^ill  go 
anyv^here,  I  will  talk  to  anybody,  I  v^ill  go 
to  any  lengths  that  an  honorable  man  can 
go  to  try  to  seek  peace  in  the  w^orld. 

More  than  20  years  ago  I  v^as  in  the  w^ar, 
and  for  more  than  20  years  I  have  been  in 
the  cold  v^ar.  I  saw^  Harry  Truman,  v^ith 
the  help  of  Republican  Arthur  Vandenberg, 
meet  the  Communist  guerrillas  in  Greece 
and  Turkey  and  v^in.  I  saw^  Dwight  David 
Eisenhower,  with  the  help  of  Lyndon  John- 
son as  the  Democratic  leader,  meet  them  in 
the  Formosa  Strait  and  win.  I  saw  Everett 
Dirksen,  the  Republican  leader,  give  us  sup- 
port. And  I  saw  John  Fitzgerald  Kennedy 
win  in  the  Cuban  missile  crisis. 

We  seek  no  wider  war,  but  we  are  pre- 
pared and  we  intend  to  preserve  and  to  pro- 
tect and  to  defend  the  United  States  of 
America. 

On  this  trip  around  the  country  in  the  last 
few  days  I  have  seen  more  than  2  million 
people.  I  believe  at  least  2  million  and  i 
have  grabbed  my  sore  hand.  But  the  trip 
has  been  a  great  thing  for  your  President. 

I  don't  believe  that  any  candidates  in  the 
history  of  the  United  States  have  ever  been 
received  by  so  many  people  and  given  such 
a  warm  welcome  as  Hubert  Humphrey  and 
I  have  been  given  by  the  American  people. 

I  am  not  sure  that  the  people  realize  that 
this  is  going  to  be  their  only  chance  in  4 
years  for  the  real  decision-makers  in  this 
country  to  make  the  most  important  deci- 
sions that  they  will  ever  be  called  upon  to 
make. 

And  I  am  not  going  to  insult  your  intelli- 
gence with  trivia.  I  am  going  to  talk  about 
the  issues,  and  the  only  issue  is  responsi- 
bility versus  irresponsibility.  Peace  or  war, 
prosperity  or  recession?     You  hold  that  deci- 


sion in  your  own  hands. 

One  important  question,  and  there  has 
been  a  good  deal  of  attention  to  this  one,  is 
whose  hand  and  whose  thumb  is  going  to  be 
trusted  by  the  American  people  with  con- 
trol of  the  most  awesome  power,  the  might- 
iest power,  the  world  has  ever  known.?  When 
you  get  ready  to  push  that  button,  whose 
thumb  do  you  want  on  that  button.? 

But  even  more  important  right  now  is 
whose  hands  are  going  to  mark  the  ballots 
and  pull  the  levers  in  America's  voting 
booths  on  November  3d.?  I  hope  they  are 
Democratic  hands.  I  think,  very  frankly, 
that  too  many  people  in  this  country  are  tak- 
ing too  much  for  granted  in  this  campaign. 
I  think  that  every  person  here  better  decide 
for  himself  or  herself  in  the  next  3  weeks 
what  they  are  going  to  do  for  their  country. 
And  then  November  3d  they  better  go  vote 
for  what  is  best  for  America. 

The  polls  show,  and  some  people  think, 
that  the  country  will  not  take  seriously  the 
opposition  candidates  who  are  disavowed  by 
their  own  party,  who  propose  to  undo  every- 
thing that  we  have  done  in  30  years,  who 
propose  to  sell  the  TVA  and  make  social 
security  voluntary,  and  wipe  out  our  farm 
programs,  and  undermine  collective  bar- 
gaining, and  get  out  of  the  United  Nations, 
and  break  the  nuclear  test  ban  treaty,  and 
play  with  atomic  bombs  when  the  stakes  of 
life  are  high. 

I  don't  believe  it  either,  but  I  am  not  going 
to  gamble  with  it. 

I  haven't  come  out  here  to  indulge  in  any 
smears  or  muckraking  or  mudslinging. 
They  are  always  the  weapons  of  desperation 
and  fearful,  frightened  men.  You  can  usu- 
ally judge  them  by  their  words,  if  not 
their  signs. 

I  propose  to  use  this  campaign  for  the 
broad  purposes  that  a  campaign  is  meant 
for:   a  campaign   to  educate,  educate  the 
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American  people  and  the  candidates  them- 
selves. 

A  campaign  can  tear  open  old  wounds  and 
it  can  pour  salt  on  fresh  wounds.  It  can 
divide  America  instead  of  uniting  it.  You 
do  not  serve  the  best  interests  of  your  coun- 
try when  you  divide  your  country.  You 
must  unite  your  country  if  you  want  to 
have  an  effective  America.  A  small  faction 
can  seek  to  rally  votes  by  raising  the  spec- 
ter of  fear.  A  faction  can  appeal  to  what  is 
worst  in  a  few  Americans  instead  of  appeal- 
ing to  what  is  best  in  most  Americans.  We 
must  all  learn  together. 

If  this  generation  is  blinded  by  hate  and 
fear,  America  will  perish.  If  this  genera- 
tion allows  prejudice  to  blot  out  justice, 
America  will  perish.  What  about  this  gen- 
eration? 

I  remind  you  of  matters  that  we  often  for- 
get. From  1790  until  1900,  21  million  peo- 
ple setded  west  of  the  Mississippi.  That 
was  the  greatest  frontier.  We  think  of  it  as 
one  of  history's  most  massive  and  significant 
migrations.  This  generation  has  lived 
through  a  change  more  massive  and  more 
significant. 

From  1930  to  1963  the  population  of  our 
urban  centers  increased  by  56  million  peo- 
ple. The  migration  to  the  cities  in  the  past 
30  years  was  2^  times  as  great  as  the  west- 
ward migration  that  lasted  over  100  years. 

Today,  70  percent  of  us  live  in  metro- 
politan areas.  The  percentage  is  surprising- 
ly consistent  everywhere.  My  own  State  of 
Texas  likes  to  say,  "Don't  fence  me  in." 

But  75  percent  of  our  people  are  urban. 
One  American  in  five  moves  each  year.  To- 
day, young  people  are  most  likely  to  get  hurt 
ty  pressure  of  a  changing  society. 

Each  year,  between  i  Yz  million  and  2  mil- 
lion children  get  in  trouble  with  the  law. 
More  than  a  million  are  arrested.  More 
4:han    half    a    million    end    up    in    court. 


Ninety-five  percent  of  the  17-year-old  de- 
linquents are  school  dropouts.  Eighty-five 
percent  of  the  16-year-old  delinquents  are 
school  dropouts.  Children  without  roots, 
children  without  education,  children  who 
face  discrimination — they  all  tend  to  become 
delinquent  children. 

The  war  on  poverty,  which  I  started  by 
swearing  Sargent  Shriver  in  today  at  the 
White  House,  is  a  war  against  crime  and  a 
war  against  disorder.  The  continuing  ef- 
fort to  increase  educational  opportunity  is 
part  of  stamping  out  juvenile  delinquency. 

There  is  something  mighty  wrong  when 
a  candidate  for  the  highest  public  office  be- 
moans violence  in  the  streets  but  votes 
against  the  war  on  poverty,  votes  against  the 
Civil  Rights  Act,  and  votes  against  major 
educational  bills  that  have  come  before  him 
as  a  legislator.  The  thing  to  do  is  not  to 
talk  about  crime;  the  thing  to  do  is  to  fight 
and  work  and  vote  against  crime.  You  can't 
deal  with  the  crime  problem  and  you  cannot 
solve  the  crime  problem  in  this  country  by 
making  a  political  speech  on  a  Fourth  of 
July  every  fourth  year  about  crime. 

You  must  educate  your  children.  You 
must  take  care  of  the  delinquent.  You 
must  get  out  and  work  and  vote  and  fight 
and  give  and  do  something  about  it. 

So  what  do  I  say?  What  do  the  Demo- 
crats say?  What  does  our  platform  say? 
We  say  that  every  American  child  has  the 
right  to  an  education  and  we  are  going  to 
see  that  that  right  is  honored. 

We  have  made  great  progress,  but  I  see 
ahead  today,  closer  than  ever  before,  the 
kind  of  a  nation  that  I  want  to  see,  the  kind 
of  a  country  that  I  will  take  pride  in,  the 
kind  of  people  I  love. 

I  see  a  day  ahead  with  a  united  nation,  di- 
vided neither  by  class  nor  by  section  nor  by 
color,  knowing  no  South  or  North,  no  East 
or  West,  but  just  one  great  America,  free  of 
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malice  and  free  of  hate,  and  loving  thy 
neighbor  as  thyself. 

I  see  America  as  a  family.  It  may  have  its 
arguments  as  families  do,  but  it  respects 
each  member's  dignity  and  freedom  and  his 
right  to  be  different  from  the  others;  and 
it  takes  care  of  all  of  its  members  in  time  of 
adversity. 

I  see  America  as  a  land  v^here  the  poorest 
among  us  will  have  as  fair  a  chance  to  ful- 
fill himself  in  life  as  the  richest  among  us. 

I  see  our  Nation  as  a  free  and  gracious 
land  v^ith  its  people  bound  together  by  com- 
mon ties  of  confidence  and  affection,  and 
common  aspirations  toward  purpose  and 
duty. 

I  see  our  Nation  as  a  magnanimous  land, 
strong  and  compassionate  and  just  and  fair, 
and  ready  to  help  other  peoples  throughout 
the  world  to  save  their  freedom  and  to  help 
their  children  not  to  starve. 

I  see  America  as  a  democratic  republic 
which  has  woven  the  strands  of  diversity  in- 
to an  enduring  fabric  of  opportunity  and 
liberty  of  faith  and  hope. 

So  in  this  spirit,  let  us  work  together  to 
construct  an  even  more  spacious  future  for 
all  of  our  people,  and,  more  important,  for 
all  the  people  of  the  world. 

I  feel  a  great  obligation  to  you  men  and 
women,  to  you  boys  and  girls.  Almost  ii 
months  ago,  after  that  tragic  day  in  Dallas, 
on  a  moment's  notice  I  had  to  assume  the 
awesome  responsibilities  of  the  Presidency. 

I  said  to  you  that  night  that  I  had  no  time 
to  confer  and  make  plans;  I  couldn't  even  go 
to  a  library  to  read  up.  I  had  to  effect  the 
transition.  I  had  to  show  the  world  that 
America  could  stand  and  that  we  were  a  gov- 
ernment of  laws  that  could  carry  on  even 
if  we  had  lost  our  great  leader. 

I  said  to  you  that  with  God's  help,  with 
your  hands  and  your  heart  and  your  prayers, 
that  I  would  do  my  best  for  this  country.    I 


have  done  that.    I  have  kept  that  pledge. 

And  I  pledge  to  you  that  if  God  is  willing, 
and  you  vote  right  on  November  the  3d,  I 
will  lead  this  country  to  a  greater  society 
where  every  man  and  woman  who  wants  a 
job  can  work  and  find  a  job,  where  every 
child  that  wants  an  education  will  have  a 
right  to  an  education,  where  our  collective 
bargaining  will  be  protected  and  our  mini- 
mum wage  and  maximum  hours  will  be 
improved,  where  our  social  security  system 
will  not  be  thrown  down  the  drain  by  mak- 
ing it  voluntary,  but  we  will  strengthen  it 
by  giving  medical  care  to  the  aged. 

A  great  American  President  led  this  Union 
in  a  war  against  slavery  100  years  ago.  Lin- 
coln abolished  slavery  in  the  United  States. 
Today  we  are  starting  another  war  to  abolish 
poverty  in  the  United  States  among  our  peo- 
ple. 

So  you  have  a  duty  and  you  have  an  obli- 
gation to  yourself  and  to  your  children.  You 
have  an  obligation  to  your  country.  You 
have  the  precious,  the  priceless  right  of  suf- 
frage, the  right  that  no  one  can  take  away 
from  you. 

So  on  November  3d,  you  must  go  down  to 
that  ballot  box  and  you  must  cast  your  vote, 
and  who  should  you  vote  for? 

{Audience  response:  "LBJ!"] 

I  would  hope  that  that  would  be  your  ulti- 
mate decision.  But  I  would  hope  that  you 
would  engage  in  a  litde  introspection,  and 
ask  yourself  whether  you  are  a  Democrat,  a 
Republican,  or  Independent;  say  to  yourself 
that  the  spotlight  of  the  world  is  on  America, 
the  people  are  watching  what  you  do  and 
what  we  do.  They  want  to  follow  us,  they 
want  to  emulate  our  example. 

I  would  say  this:  that  you  ought  to  ask 
yourself,  "What  is  best  for  my  country?" 
And  then  you  ought  to  vote  for  what  you 
think  is  best  for  America,  the  judgment  that 
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is  best  for  America,  the  experience  that  is 
best  for  America,  the  character  that  is  best 
for  America,  the  platform  that  is  best  for 
America. 

If  you  believe  in  a  bipartisan  foreign 
policy,  if  you  believe  in  a  United  Nations, 
then  I  w^ant  to  lead  you.  If  you  w^ant  to 
chart  a  new  course  and  throw  away  the  pro- 
gram we  have  followed  for  20  years  success- 
fully, then  you  want  another  leader. 

If  you  believe  in  social  security,  if  you 
believe  in  medical  care,  if  you  believe  in  col- 
lective bargaining,  if  you  believe  in  equal 
opportunity  for  all  Americans,  if  you  believe 
in  prudence  and  economy  and  progressive- 
ness,  then  I  want  your  vote.  If  you  don't 
believe  in  it,  you  ought  to  go  you  know 
where. 

We  have  so  much  to  be  thankful  for.  We 
must  recognize  it  before  it  is  too  late.  We 
have  so  much  to  preserve  and  so  much  to 
protect. 

I  believe,  like  you,  that  we  want  to  see  a 
land  that  is  better  for  our  children  and  one 
for  ourselves.  We  want  to  see  a  beautiful 
countryside  where  they  can  spend  some  of 
their  recreational  hours.  We  want  to  work 
less  hours  per  day  and  less  days  per  week. 
We  want  to  see  a  laborer  worthy  of  his  hire. 
We  want  to  see  the  businessman  successful, 
too,  because  the  more  both  of  them  make, 
the  better  off  the  whole  country  is. 

We  are  proud  that  72  million  Americans 
are  working  today  at  the  highest  wages  in 
their  history.  We  are  proud  that  5  million 
more  people  are  working  today  than  there 
were  4  years  ago.  We  are  proud  that  John 
Fitzgerald  Kennedy  said,  "We  are  going  to 
get  America  moving,"  and  she  is  on  her  way. 

In  the  quietness  of  our  polling  booth,  let's 
say  to  these  apostles  of  fear  and  these  aposdes 
of  smear  and  these  apostles  of  doubt  that 
"there  may  be  a  time  for  you,  but  it  is  not  in 
Ohio,  and  it  is  not  in  the  20th  century." 


Now  I  must  go  back  to  the  White  House. 
I  must  spend  my  day  tomorrow  with  our 
Security  Council,  trying  to  work  on  the  plans 
that  we  have  for  the  new  governments  and 
the  new  problems  that  confront  us.  I  am 
going  to  leave  here  with  the  great  inspiration 
that  comes  from  looking  at  this  mass  of  faces. 
I  know  the  people  are  good  people.  I  know 
they  want  to  do  what  is  right.  I  have  not 
the  slightest  doubt  what  you  are  going  to  do. 

A  great  friend  of  mine  told  me  before  I 
left  Washington,  from  Ohio,  this  afternoon, 
"You  don't  need  to  go  to  Ohio,  because  we 
are  going  to  carry  Ohio  for  prudent,  pro- 
gressive, forward-looking,  peaceful  govern- 
ment by  300,000."  I  said,  "Well,  wouldn't 
it  look  better  if  I  went  ahead  and  kept  those 
engagements  that  I  have  in  Covington,  Ky., 
Cincinnati,  and  Dayton?" 

Luci  told  me,  "There  is  no  use  of  your 
going  out  there,  I  have  already  been  to 
Dayton."  But  I  said,  "Wouldn't  it  really 
be  better  for  us,  wouldn't  it  be  better  for  the 
Soviet  Union,  wouldn't  it  be  better  for  Great 
Britain,  wouldn't  it  be  better  for  Germany, 
wouldn't  it  be  better  for  all  the  people  of  the 
world  who  are  looking  to  us  for  leadership 
if  we  carried  Ohio  by  400,000  instead  of 
300,000?" 

You  folks  get  out  here  and  make  it  as  big 
as  you  can.  You  go  and  go  to  work,  and 
you  talk  to  your  uncles  and  your  cousins  and 
aunts.  You  are  going  to  run  into  a  few 
people  that  won't  agree  with  you,  but  go 
and  see  at  the  hardware  store  if  you  can't 
get  them  a  coal  oil  lantern  and  let  them  play 
fireman  for  a  while. 

Goodby  and  good  luck. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  7:53  p.m.  at  a  rally 
on  the  City  Hall  steps  in  Dayton,  Ohio.  His  open- 
ing words  referred  to  Rodney  M.  Love,  Democratic 
candidate  for  Representative  and  former  probate 
judge  in  Dayton,  Senator  Stephen  M.  Young  of 
Ohio,  William  L.  Coleman,  chairman  of  the  State 
Democratic     Executive     Committee,     and   Robert 
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Horstman,  chairman  of  the  Democratic  Executive 
Committee  for  Montgomery  County.  Later  he 
referred  to,  among  others,  Robert  H.  Mihlbaugh  and 
Jerry  Graham,  Democratic  candidates  for  Representa- 
tive, James  M.  Cox,  publisher  of  the  Cox  news- 
papers, Dean  Rusk,  Secretary  of  State,  George  W. 
Ball,  Under  Secretary  of  State,  Robert  S.  McNamara, 
Secretary  of  Defense,  John  A.  McCone,  Director  of 


the  Central  Intelligence  Agency,  Anatoly  F.  Dobry- 
nin,  Russian  Ambassador  to  the  United  States,  Arthur 
H.  Vandenberg,  U.S.  Senator  from  Michigan  during 
the  Truman  administration.  Senator  Everett  Mc- 
Kinley  Dirksen  of  lUinois,  Sargent  Shriver,  Director 
of  the  Office  of  Economic  Opportunity,  and  Luci 
Baines  Johnson,  the  President's  daughter. 


68 1     Message  of  Congratulation  to  the  Right  Honorable 
Harold  Wilson.     October  i6,  1964 


Dear  Mr,  Prime  Minister: 

My  warmest  congratulations  on  your  elec- 
tion victory.  As  you  enter  the  great  office  of 
Prime  Minister,  I  want  to  extend  my  very 
best  wishes  for  success  for  you  and  your 
government  and  the  people  of  the  United 
Kingdom.  I  look  forward  to  the  continua- 
tion of  the  close  and  friendly  cooperation, 


based   on  mutual   confidence  and  respect, 
which  has  bound  our  countries  so  closely  for 
so  long. 
With  warmest  personal  regards. 
Sincerely, 

Lyndon  B.  Johnson 

[The  Right  Honorable  Harold  Wilson,  O.B.E.,  M.P., 
Prime  Minister  of  the  United  Kingdom] 


682    Message  to  President  de  Valera  on  the  Occasion 
of  His  82d  Birthday.     October  16,  1964 


Dear  Mr,  President: 

Mrs.  Johnson  joins  me  in  sending  our 
heartiest  congratulations  on  your  eighty- 
second  birthday.  We  wish  you  many  more 
years  in  which  you  can  lead  and  inspire  the 


great  Irish  nation  and  lend  your  wise  counsel 
to  us  all. 

Sincerely, 

Lyndon  B.  Johnson 

[His   Excellency    Eamon    de    Valera,    President   of 
Ireland,  Dublin] 


683     Statement  by  the  President  Upon  Signing  Executive 
Order  "To  FaciUtate  Coordination  of  Federal 
Education  Programs."     October  16,  1964 


THERE  is  nothing  Americans  care  about 
more  deeply  than  the  education  of  their  chil- 
dren. The  Federal  Government  is  spending 
large  sums  to  help  States,  local  communities, 


and  institutions  strengthen  their  educational 
programs.  A  number  of  Federal  agencies 
have  programs  which  aid  education.  We 
want  to  be  certain  that  every  dollar  is  spent 
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in  such  a  way  as  to  strengthen  our  schools, 
preserve  local  initiative,  and  contribute  to 
better  opportunities  for  the  boys  and  girls 


and  young  men  and  v/omen  of  this  Nation. 

note:  The  statement  was  released  with  the  text  of 
Executive  Order  11185  (29  F.R.  14399,  3  CFR,  1964 
Supp.). 


684    Statement  by  the  President  Upon  Signing  Bill  Relating 
to  Claims  of  U.S.  Nationals  Against  the  Government 
of  Cuba.     October  17,  1964 


I  HAVE  signed  into  law  H.R.  12259.  ^^^ 
basic  purpose  of  this  bill  is  to  authorize  the 
Foreign  Claims  Setdement  Commission  to 
determine  the  amount  and  validity  of  claims 
of  United  States  nationals  against  the  Gov- 
ernment of  Cuba. 

The  Castro  regime  has  expropriated  over 
$1  billion  v^orth  of  property  of  United  States 
nationals  in  total  disregard  for  their  rights. 
These  unlawful  seizures  violated  every 
standard  by  which  the  nations  of  the  free 
world  conduct  their  affairs. 

I  am  confident  that  the  Cuban  people  will 
not  always  be  compelled  to  suffer  under 
Communist  rule — that  one  day  they  will 
achieve  freedom  and  democracy.  I  am  also 
confident  that  it  will  be  possible  to  settle  the 
claims  of  American  nationals  whose  prop- 
erty has  been  wrongfully  taken  from  them. 

This  bill  will  provide  for  the  adjudication 
of  these  claims  of  American  nationals.  I 
have  signed  it  because  of  the  importance  of 
making  such  a  permanent  record  while  evi- 
dence and  witnesses  are  still  available. 

There  is,  however,  another  provision  of 
this  bill  that  requires  further  study.  This 
provision  vests  in  the  Federal  Government 
ownership  of  certain  assets  of  the  Cuban 
Government  now  held  in  the  United  States. 
These  assets  are  already  blocked  and  are  thus 
of  no  further  use  to  the  Cuban  Government. 
The  proceeds  from  the  sale  of  the  vested 


assets  will  not  be  available  to  American 
nationals  whose  properties  were  expropri- 
ated, but  will  be  used  to  pay  for  the  expenses 
of  administering  the  bill. 

The  United  States  strongly  adheres  to  the 
sanctity  of  property.  The  vesting  of  the 
property  of  foreign  governments  or  na- 
tionals is  not  a  step  that  we  should  under- 
take without  careful  consideration. 

I  am,  therefore,  requesting  the  Secretary 
of  State  to  make  a  full  study  to  determine 
the  effect  of  the  vesting  provision  on  Amer- 
ican interests  abroad  and  its  implications  for 
the  conduct  of  our  foreign  relations. 

I  am  also  requesting  an  opinion  by  the 
Attorney  General  concerning  the  precise 
scope  and  application  of  the  vesting  provi- 
sion. The  language  of  this  provision  is  am- 
biguous concerning  its  possible  application  in 
various  circumstances.  It  is  unclear,  for 
example,  whether  the  provision  applies  to  the 
property  of  American  nationals  that  was  un- 
lawfully expropriated  by  the  Castro  regime. 
Similarly,  there  is  doubt  whether  it  applies 
to  certain  properties  in  which  other  countries 
have  substantial  interests. 

In  the  light  of  these  studies,  I  may  find  it 
necessary  to  propose  amendatory  legislation 
with  regard  to  the  vesting  provision.  The 
present  bill  provides  for  a  6-month  waiting 
period  before  the  vesting  provision  becomes 
operative.    If  I  conclude  that  the  amenda- 
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tory  legislation  is  required,  I  will  propose  it 
early  next  year  so  that  it  can  become  effective 
before  the  end  of  the  6-month  period. 


note:  As  enacted,  H.R.  12259,  approved  by  the 
President  on  October  16,  is  Public  Law  88-666  (78 
Stat.  1 1 10). 


685    Exchange  of  Messages  With  the  Secretary  General  of  the 
North  Atlantic  Treaty  Organization.     October  17,  1964 

[  Released  October  17,  1964.    Dated  October  i,  1964  ] 


Dear  Mr.  Secretary  General: 

As  you  leave  the  United  States,  I  want  to 
tell  you  again  how  pleased  we  were  to  have 
you  here  as  our  guest  and  for  the  opportunity 
for  extended  discussions. 

I  found  our  talks  on  the  state  of  the  North 
Atlantic  Alliance  and  its  future  needs  and 
hopes  useful  and  rewarding.  I  was  par- 
ticularly pleased  that  you  were  able  to  join 
me  in  visiting  the  Strategic  Air  Command 
in  Omaha  for  I  think  it  gave  both  of  us  an- 
other opportunity  to  see  how  closely  the 
strategic  strength  of  the  United  States  and 
the  effectiveness  of  the  Alliance  are  tied 
together. 

As  I  have  emphasized  several  times,  the 
United  States  is  dedicated  to  NATO.  The 
American  commitment  to  the  Alliance  is 
firm  and  real.  We  in  the  United  States 
remain  ready,  as  I  know  you  do,  to  work 
with  all  our  allies  to  insure  that  ours  is  a 
growing  partnership  of  freedom  based  on 
shared  responsibility  for  the  most  effective 
defense  of  our  people  and  our  freedom. 

More  personally,  I  would  like  you  to  know 
that  your  visit  here  gave  us  a  new  sense  of 
confidence  in  your  leadership  and  your  dedi- 
cation to  a  most  challenging  task.  You  have 
my  assurance  that  this  Government  will 
give  you  the  closest  possible  cooperation  as 
you  carry  on  at  the  helm  of  the  North  At- 
lantic Treaty  Organization. 

Good  luck,  and  very  best  wishes. 
Sincerely, 

Lyndon  B.  Johnson 


note:  Secretary  General  Manlio  Brosio's  message, 
dated  October  6  and  released  with  the  President's 
message,  follows: 

Dear  Mr.  President: 

Upon  my  return  to  Paris,  I  would  like  you  to 
know  of  my  profound  gratitude  for  the  very  warm 
welcome  you  gave  me  and  for  the  highly  useful 
and  satisfactory  discussions  which  took  place  during 
my  visit  to  the  United  States.  As  a  result,  I  am  even 
more  deeply  convinced  than  before  that  there  is  no 
substitute  for  personal  meetings  in  order  to  find  a 
complete  understanding. 

I  am  particularly  grateful  that  you,  at  a  time  of 
heavy  personal  engagement  in  domestic  affairs,  were 
able  to  give  me  so  much  of  your  precious  time.  It 
was  a  great  honor  for  me  to  be  your  guest  at  the 
White  House  in  the  midst  of  such  distinguished 
company,  and  in  your  remarks  that  day  I  found  the 
most  unequivocal  assurances  of  American  dedica- 
tion not  only  to  the  ideal  but  also  to  the  concepts 
of  our  alliance.  I  need  not  emphasize  the  satisfac- 
tion with  which  I  listened  to  your  statements. 

The  visit  to  the  Strategic  Air  Command  head- 
quarters demonstrated  in  a  most  concrete  manner 
the  substance  of  the  American  commitment  to  the 
defense  of  our  freedom.  It  is  an  impressive  experi- 
ence to  see  directly  the  proof  of  American  concern 
over  the  security  not  only  of  your  country  and  people, 
but  of  the  other  NATO  members  as  well.  At  this 
point  I  would  like  to  pay  tribute  to  the  evident 
superior  qualities  of  the  men  at  Omaha  who  are 
entrusted  with  these  grave  responsibilities. 

In  closing,  Mr.  President,  I  want  to  thank  you 
both  for  your  boundless  hospitality  and  for  the 
assurances  of  support  in  my  tasks,  a  support  which 
I  consider  absolutely  essential  to  the  success  of  my 
mission. 

With  warm  regards. 
Sincerely, 

Manlio  Brosio 
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686    Radio  and  Television  Report  to  the  American  People  on  Recent 
Events  in  Russia,  China,  and  Great  Britain.     October  iS,  1964 

[Broadcast  from  the  President's  office  at  8:30  p.m.] 


My  fellow  Americans: 

On  Thursday  of  last  week,  from  the 
Kremlin  in  Moscow,  the  Soviet  Govern- 
ment announced  a  change  in  its  leadership. 

On  Friday  of  last  week.  Communist  China 
exploded  a  nuclear  device  on  an  isolated  test 
site  in  Sinkiang. 

Both  of  these  important  events  make  it 
right  that  your  President  report  to  you  as 
fully  and  as  clearly  and  as  promptly  as  he 
can.    That  is  what  I  mean  to  do  this  evening. 

Now,  let  me  begin  with  events  in  Moscow. 
We  do  not  know  exactly  what  happened  to 
Nikita  Khrushchev  last  Thursday.  We  do 
know  that  he  has  been  forced  out  of  power 
by  his  former  friends  and  colleagues.  Five 
days  ago  he  had  only  praise  in  Moscow. 
Today  we  learn  only  of  his  faults. 

Yet  the  men  at  the  top  today  are  the  same 
men  that  he  picked  for  leadership.  These 
men  carried  on  the  administration  of  the 
Soviet  Government  when  he  was  absent  from 
the  Soviet  capital,  and  that  was  nearly  half 
of  the  time  that  he  was  in  power. 

Mr.  Khrushchev  was  clearly  the  dominant 
figure  in  making  Soviet  policy.  After  Lenin 
and  Stalin,  he  is  only  the  third  man  in  history 
to  have  made  himself  the  undisputed  master 
of  Communist  Russia. 

There  were  times  when  he  was  guilty  of 
dangerous  adventure.  It  required  great 
American  firmness  and  good  sense — ^first  in 
Berlin  and  later  in  the  Cuban  missile  crisis — 
to  turn  back  his  threats  and  actions  without 
war. 

Yet  he  learned  from  his  mistakes  and  he 
was  not  blind  to  realities.    In  the  last  2  years, 


his  government  had  shown  itself  aware  of 
the  need  for  sanity  in  the  nuclear  age. 

He  joined  in  the  nuclear  test  ban  treaty. 
He  joined  in  the  "hot  line"  which  can  help 
prevent  a  war  by  accident.  He  agreed  that 
space  should  be  kept  free  of  nuclear  weapons. 
In  these  actions  he  demonstrated  good  sense 
and  sober  judgment.  We  do  not  think  it 
was  these  actions  that  led  to  his  removal. 

We  cannot  know  for  sure  just  what  did 
lead  to  this  secret  decision.  Our  intelligence 
estimate  is  that  Khrushchev  learned  of  the 
decision  only  when  for  him  it  was  too  late. 

There  has  been  discontent  and  strain  and 
failure — both  within  the  Soviet  Union  and 
within  the  Communist  bloc  as  a  whole.  All 
of  this  has  been  evident  for  all  to  see.  These 
troubles  are  not  the  creation  of  one  man. 
They  will  not  end  with  his  removal. 

When  Lenin  died  in  1924,  Stalin  took  4 
years  to  consolidate  his  power.  When 
Stalin  died  in  1953,  it  was  not  Mr.  Khru- 
shchev who  first  emerged. 

But  two  men  now  share  top  responsibility 
in  the  Soviet  Union,  and  their  exact  relation 
to  each  other  and  to  their  colleagues  is  not 
yet  very  clear.  They  are  experienced,  but 
younger  men,  and  perhaps  less  rooted  in  the 
past.  They  are  said  to  be  realistic.  We  can 
hope  that  they  will  share  with  us  our  great 
objective — the  prevention  of  nuclear  war. 

But  what  does  all  this  mean  for  us  in 
America?    It  means  at  least  four  things: 

First,  we  must  never  forget  that  the  men 
in  the  Kremlin  remain  dedicated,  dangerous 
Communists.  A  time  of  trouble  among 
Communists  requires  steady  vigilance  among 
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free  men — and  most  of  all  among  Americans. 
For  it  is  the  strength  of  the  United  States 
that  holds  the  balance  firm  against  danger. 

Second,  there  will  be  turmoil  in  the  Com- 
munist world.  It  is  likely  that  the  men  in 
the  Kremlin  will  be  concerned  primarily 
with  problems  of  communism.  This  would 
not  be  all  good,  because  there  are  problems 
and  issues  that  need  attention  between  our 
world  and  theirs.  But  it  is  not  all  bad,  be- 
cause men  who  are  busy  with  internal  prob- 
lems may  not  be  tempted  to  reckless  external 
acts. 

Third,  this  great  change  will  not  stop  the 
forces  in  Eastern  Europe  that  are  working 
for  greater  independence.  Those  forces  will 
continue  to  have  our  sympathy.  We  will 
not  give  up  our  hope  of  building  new  bridges 
to  these  peoples. 

Fourth,  our  own  course  must  continue  to 
prove  that  we  on  our  side  are  ready  to  get 
on  with  the  work  of  peace. 

The  new  Soviet  Government  has  officially 
informed  me,  through  Ambassador  Do- 
brynin,  day  before  yesterday,  that  it  plans 
no  change  in  basic  foreign  policy.  I  spoke 
frankly,  as  always,  to  the  Soviet  Ambassador. 
I  told  him  that  the  quest  for  peace  in  America 
had  never  been  more  determined  than  it  is 
now.  I  told  him  that  we  intend  to  bury  no 
one,  and  we  do  not  intend  to  be  buried.  I 
reminded  the  Ambassador  of  the  danger  that 
we  all  faced  2  years  ago  in  Cuba.  I  told 
him  that  any  Soviet  Government  which  is 
ready  to  work  for  peace  will  find  us  ready 
in  America.  I  said  to  the  Ambassador  that 
I  would  be  ready  to  talk  to  anyone,  when  it 
would  help  the  cause  of  peace. 

I  believe  that  this  was  a  good  beginning, 
on  both  sides. 

That  same  day  the  Chinese  nuclear  device 
was  exploded  at  a  test  site  near  a  lake  called 
Lop  Nor,  in  the  Takla  Makan  desert  of  the 
remote  Central  Asian  province  of  Sinkiang. 


The  building  of  this  test  site  had  been  known 
to  our  American  intelligence  for  several 
years.  In  recent  weeks  the  rapid  pace  of 
work  there  gave  us  a  quite  clear  signal  that 
the  long  and  bitter  efforts  of  this  regime  were 
leading  at  last  to  a  nuclear  test. 

At  first,  in  the  1950's,  Russia  helped  the 
Chinese.  This  assistance  in  the  spread  of 
nuclear  weapons  may  now  be  regarded  with 
some  dismay  in  Moscow.  We  believe  that 
this  help  was  ended  in  i960  as  the  quarrel 
among  the  Communists  grew  sharper.  So- 
viet technicians  left  suddenly,  with  their 
blueprints  under  their  arms.  And  the  un- 
finished facilities  were  just  left  there  stand- 
ing, and  the  expected  supplies  were  cut  off. 

But  the  Red  Chinese  kept  to  their  chosen 
purpose,  even  as  their  economic  plans  col- 
lapsed and  the  suffering  of  their  people 
increased. 

Our  own  distinguished  Secretary  of  State, 
Mr.  Rusk,  gave  timely  warning  as  the  prep- 
arations at  Lop  Nor  advanced.  And  when 
the  test  occurred,  I  at  once  told  the  world 
that  this  explosion  will  not  turn  Americans 
and  other  free  peoples  from  their  steady 
purpose. 

No  American  should  treat  this  matter 
lighdy.  Until  this  week,  only  four  powers 
had  entered  the  dangerous  world  of  nuclear 
explosions.  Whatever  their  differences,  all 
four  are  sober  and  serious  states,  with  long 
experience  as  major  powers  in  the  modern 
world. 

Communist  China  has  no  such  experience. 
Its  nuclear  pretensions  are  both  expensive 
and  cruel  to  its  people.  It  fools  no  one  when 
it  offers  to  trade  away  its  first  small  accumu- 
lation of  nuclear  power  against  the  mighty 
arsenals  of  those  who  limit  Communist 
Chinese  ambitions.  It  shocks  us  by  its  readi- 
ness to  pollute  the  atmosphere  with  fallout. 

But  this  explosion  remains  a  fact,  sad  and 
serious.    We  must  not,  we  have  not,  and 
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we  will  not  ignore  it. 

I  discussed  the  limited  meaning  of  this 
event  in  a  statement  on  last  Friday.  The 
world  already  knows 

— that  we  were  not  surprised, 

— that  our  defense  plans  take  full  account 
of  this  development, 

— that  we  reaffirm  our  defense  commit- 
ments in  Asia, 

— that  it  is  a  long,  hard  road  from  a  first 
nuclear  device  to  an  effective  weapons 
system,  and 

— that  our  strength  is  overwhelming  now 
and  will  be  kept  that  way. 

But  what  I  have  in  my  mind  tonight  is 
a  different  part  of  the  meaning  of  this  ex- 
plosion at  Lop  Nor. 

Communist  China's  expensive  and  de- 
manding effort  tempts  other  states  to  equal 
folly.  Nuclear  spread  is  dangerous  to  all 
mankind. 

What  if  there  should  come  to  be  10  nu- 
clear powers,  or  maybe  20  nuclear  powers? 

What  if  we  must  learn  to  look  everywhere 
for  the  restraint  which  our  own  example  now 
sets  for  a  few? 

Will  the  human  race  be  safe  in  such  a  day? 

The  lesson  of  Lop  Nor  is  that  we  are 
right  to  recognize  the  danger  of  nuclear 
spread;  that  we  must  continue  to  work 
against  it,  and  we  will. 

First,  we  will  continue  to  support  the 
limited  test  ban  treaty,  which  has  made  the 
air  cleaner.  We  call  on  the  world — espe- 
cially Red  China — to  join  the  nations  which 
have  signed  that  treaty. 

Second,  we  will  continue  to  work  for  an 
ending  of  all  nuclear  tests  of  every  kind,  by 
solid  and  verified  agreement. 

Third,  we  continue  to  believe  that  the 
struggle  against  nuclear  spread  is  as  much  in 
the  Soviet  interest  as  in  our  own.  We  will 
be  ready  to  join  with  them  and  all  the 
world — in  working  to  avoid  it. 


Fourth,  the  nations  that  do  not  seek  na- 
tional nuclear  weapons  can  be  sure  that  if 
they  need  our  strong  support  against  some 
threat  of  nuclear  blackmail,  then  they  will 
have  it. 

The  two  events  I  have  discussed  are  large 
and  full  of  meaning,  and  I  will  discuss  them 
at  some  length  tomorrow  with  the  legisla- 
tive leaders  of  both  parties.  They  are  com- 
ing here  to  the  White  House  for  a  full  and 
complete  briefing  tomorrow  afternoon.  Yet 
they  do  not  change  our  basic  policy.  They 
just  reinforce  it. 

Now  let  me  take  a  minute  to  say  that  the 
same  thing  is  true  about  another  important 
event  this  week.  It  is  the  victory  of  another 
party  with  another  leader  in  Great  Britain. 

The  British  Labor  Party  is  the  same  party 
that  held  power  when  the  Atlantic  Alliance 
was  founded;  when  British  and  American 
pilots  flew  the  Berlin  Airlift  together;  when 
Englishmen  joined  us  in  Korea. 

It  is  a  party  of  freedom,  of  democracy,  and 
of  good  faith.  Today  it  has  the  confidence 
of  the  British  people.    It  also  has  ours. 

They  are  our  friends — as  the  Conservatives 
before  them  are  our  friends — and  as  govern- 
ments of  both  parties  have  been  friends  for 
generations. 

We  congratulate  the  winners.  We  send 
warm  regards  to  the  losers.  The  friendship 
of  our  two  nations  goes  on.  This  is  our  way 
with  all  our  trusted  allies. 

This  has  been  an  eventful  week  in  the  af- 
fairs of  the  world.  It  is  not  the  first  such 
week,  nor  will  it  be  the  last.  For  the  world 
has  changed  many  times  in  the  last  20  years. 
Great  leaders  have  come  and  gone.  Old 
enemies  have  become  new  friends.  Danger 
has  taken  the  place  of  danger. 

Through  this  period  we  have  steadily 
moved  toward  a  more  hopeful  world.  We 
have  moved  toward  widening  freedom  and 
toward  securing  a  more  lasting  peace. 


1379 


[686]    Oct.  i8  Public  Papers  of  the  Presidents 


We  will  continue  in  this  direction. 

What  happens  in  other  countries  is 
important. 

But  the  key  to  peace  is  to  be  found  in  the 
strength  and  the  good  sense  of  the  United 
States  of  America.  Tonight  we  are  the 
strongest  nation  in  all  the  world,  and  the 
world  knows  it.  We  love  freedom  and  we 
will  protect  it  and  we  will  preserve  it.  To- 
night, as  always,  America's  purpose  is  peace 
for  all  men. 

Almost  1 1  months  ago,  at  a  still  more  fate- 
ful hour,  just  after  I  had  assumed  the  Presi- 
dency, I  spoke  to  all  of  the  Congress  and  to 


our  people  of  the  purpose  of  America.  Let 
me  close  tonight  by  repeating  what  I  said 
then: 

"We  must  be  ready  to  defend  the  national 
interest  and  to  negotiate  the  common  in- 
terest. This  is  the  path  that  we  shall  con- 
tinue to  pursue.  Those  who  test  our  courage 
will  find  it  strong,  and  those  who  seek  our 
friendship  will  find  it  honorable.  We  will 
demonstrate  anew  that  the  strong  can  be  just 
in  the  use  of  strength;  and  the  just  can  be 
strong  in  the  defense  of  justice." 

Thank  you — and  good  night  to  all  of  you. 


687    Statement  by  the  President  on  the  Strike 
at  General  Motors.     October  19,  1964 


THE  General  Motors  strike  is  now  in  its 
fourth  week  and  is  beginning  to  have  an 
impact  upon  production  and  employment  in 
other  industries. 

Our  economy  is  now  in  its  44th  month  of 
continuous  advance. 

Failure  of  the  General  Motors  Corpora- 
tion and  the  United  Automobile  Workers  to 
setde  their  differences  at  the  local  plant  level 
will  jeopardize  the  continuous  upward  thrust 
of  our  economy. 

On  October  5  I  said  I  was  pleased  that 
the  General  Motors  Corporation  and  the 
Auto  Workers  had  reached  an  agreement  at 
the  national  level.  In  the  past  2  weeks  sig- 
nificant but  slow  progress  has  been  made  in 


settling  the  130  local  plant  disputes.  The 
remaining  disputes  are  unquestionably  im- 
portant to  the  individual  workers  and  the 
local  plant  managers,  but  I  sincerely  hope 
that  a  speedy  solution  to  them  is  possible. 

I  urge  the  officers  of  the  General  Motors 
Corporation  and  of  the  Auto  Workers  Union 
at  the  national  and  local  level  to  reason  to- 
gether, to  unite  in  purpose  so  that  the  pres- 
ently prolonged  auto  strike  can  be  brought 
to  an  end.  Such  a  settlement  will  be  in  the 
best  interest  of  the  parties,  of  the  economy, 
and  of  the  general  public. 

note:  For  the  President's  statement  of  October  5, 
see  Item  624. 


688    The  President's  News  Conference  of 
October  19,  1964 


THE  PRESIDENT,  [i.]  Today  the  President 
held  his  12th  meeting  with  the  Members 
of  the  leadership  of  both  parties  in  the  Con- 
gress and  related  his  observations  resulting 


from  his  personal  conversation  with  British 
Prime  Minister  Wilson,  Soviet  Ambassador 
Dobrynin,  and  other  Government  leaders. 
The  President  presented  to  the  leadership 
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a  highly  classified  briefing  on  recent  events 
in  the  Soviet  Union  and  Communist  China. 

Director  McCone  and  Chairman  Seaborg 
presented  details  on  the  development  of  the 
Chinese  nuclear  effort.^  Mr.  McCone  re- 
viewed in  detail  the  evidence  which  sup- 
ports the  conclusions  the  President  an- 
nounced in  recent  days. 

Secretary  McNamara  reported  in  detail  on 
the  U.S.  defense  plans  and  deployments 
which  take  full  account  of  the  Chinese  ef- 
fort now  and  for  the  future.  He  empha- 
sized as  well  the  enormous  cost  to  all  man- 
kind of  any  nuclear  holocaust,  and  he  showed 
how  the  heavy  strategic  superiority  of  the 
United  States  deters,  and  will  continue  to 
deter,  all  possible  opponents. 

Ambassador  Thompson  ^  discussed  the 
probable  causes  and  estimated  meaning  of 
the  removal  of  Chairman  Khrushchev  and 
reviewed  the  evidence  with  which  political 
developments  in  the  Soviet  Union  are  ob- 
served, assessed,  and  analyzed  by  U.S. 
experts. 

The  Secretary  of  State  reviewed  the  politi- 
cal meaning  of  these  important  events  and 
explained  the  political  and  diplomatic  steps 
which  the  United  States  is  taking  in  support 
of  the  basic  positions  set  forth  by  the  Presi- 
dent last  night.  The  Secretary  also  re- 
ported that  the  President  had  talked  with 
Prime  Minister  Wilson  and  now  in- 
tends to  have  a  preliminary  discussion  of  in- 
ternational problems  early  next  week  with 
the  new  British  Foreign  Secretary,  Patrick 
Gordon  Walker. 

The  President  invited  the  Members  of  the 
leadership  to  offer  their  own  evaluations  and 
to  pursue  any  questions  of  interest  to  them, 


^  John  A.  McCone,  Director  of  the  Central  Intelli- 
gence Agency,  and  Glenn  T.  Seaborg,  Chairman  of 
the  Atomic   Energy   Commission. 

^Llewellyn  E.  Thompson,  Ambassador  at  Large 
for  the  Department  of  State  and  former  Ambassador 
to  the  Soviet  Union. 


and  a  thorough  discussion  followed.  The 
President  expressed  his  pleasure  at  the  co- 
operation of  the  leadership  of  the  Congress  in 
all  matters  affecting  our  country's  foreign 
policy.  The  President  reaffirmed  his  con- 
viction that  while  these  new  developments 
require  a  careful  watch  by  the  United  States, 
they  only  reinforce  the  need  for  continuation 
of  our  basic  bipartisan  foreign  policy. 

I  will  give  that  to  the  radio  and  television 
people  as  soon  as  they  can  have  it. 

[2.]  In  addition  to  that,  I  made  brief 
statements  concerning  the  civilian  employ- 
ment of  the  Government  and  the  expendi- 
tures for  the  first  few  months  of  this  fiscal 
year. 

[3.]  I  also  pointed  out  that  I  would  try 
to  meet  in  the  next  few  days  with  the  group 
that  I  set  up  to  counsel  with  me  on  inter- 
national matters,  made  up  of  General  Brad- 
ley, Mr.  John  Coles,  Arthur  Dean,  Allen 
Dulles,  Roswell  Gilpatric,  George  Kistia- 
kowsky.  Bob  Lovett,  John  McCloy,  and 
Honorable  James  Perkins  and  James  Wads- 
worth.  And  I  expect  to  try  to  meet  with 
them  Wednesday  before  we  go  out  to  have 
some  visits  with  people.^ 

[4.]  I  pointed  out  that  the  Federal 
civilian  employment  in  September  was  2,- 
449,327.  At  this  level,  it  was  14,000  under 
the  preceding  month,  down  14,000,  down 
21,000  from  the  beginning  of  the  Johnson 
administration,  the  lowest  level  in  2 54  years. 

I  pointed  out  that  we  spent  $676  million 
less  in  July  and  August  than  last  July  and 
August.  The  figure  for  September  looks 
like  we  spent  $635  million  more.  We  have 
a  net  difference  of  probably  $41  million  less 
expenditure  for  the  3  months  than  last  year's 
3  months.  In  other  words,  our  expenditures 
for  the  first  quarter,  fiscal  quarter  of  the 
Johnson  administration,  is  $41  million  less 
than  the  3  months  for  the  other  administra- 


^  See  Items  591,  ( 
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tion.  It  would  have  been  $250  million  or 
$300  million  more  except  we  borrowed  I134 
million  for  FNMA,  and  Civil  Service  made 
a  big  lump  contribution  that  was  not  spread 
out  over  the  years  for  the  Government  Em- 
ployees' Trust  Fund. 

The  important  thing  is  we  have  21,000 
less  people  working  now  than  we  had  when 
we  took  over.  We  had  25,000  less  in  July 
and  17,000  in  August  and  14,000  less  in 
September,  but  the  net  is  as  of  October  14th 
through  the  month  of  September  we  had 
21,000  less  working,  which  is  the  lowest 
level  in  2  years,  and  for  the  quarter  we  spent 
$41  million  less.    I  reviewed  that  with  them. 

[5.]  I  also  told  them  about  the  Hoover 
report  involving  Mr.  Jenkins,^  that  we  would 
get  those  facts  and  what  the  indications  were 
at  this  time.  I  made  available  to  them  a 
copy  of  Mr.  Dillon's  ^  letter  to  the  Attorney 
General  where  he  says  he  was  not  checked 
further  with  District  of  Columbia  authori- 
ties, the  Secret  Service,  nor  were  any  other 
high  officials  informed  of  the  report,  speak- 
ing of  the  '59  incident.  It  was  not  specif- 
ically brought  to  the  attention  of  any  mem- 
ber of  the  White  House  staff,  the  Kennedy 
staff,  in  1 96 1  and  1962,  the  then  Vice  Presi- 
dent, or  any  member  of  his  staff.  That  is 
the  result  of  the  study  by  the  man  in  charge 
of  the  Secret  Service. 

[6.]  I  reviewed  with  them  some  of  the 
efforts  that  I  am  making  in  the  budget  field 
to  try  to  keep  our  employment  down  and 
our  expenditures  down,  notwithstanding  the 
new  programs  and  the  first  quarter  spending 
below  last  year,  notwithstanding  a  major 
civilian  pay  increase  in  July,  notwithstand- 
ing two  military  pay  increases  effective  Octo- 
ber I,  1963,  and  September  1964.  So  not- 
withstanding those  three  increases  we  are 


still,  for  the  quarter,  under  it.  That  will 
fluctuate,  but  we  are  trying  to  make  rather 
material  reductions  under  what  we  had  last 
year,  and  we  think  we  will  be  able  to. 

I  also  expressed  appreciation  for  their  con- 
sideration of  my  budget.  It  was  cut  about 
3  percent,  a  little  over  3,  the  lowest  budget 
cut  in  years. 

I  think  that  is  about  all. 

[7.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  when  you  re- 
ferred to  going  back  to  visiting  people,  did 
you  mean  on  Wednesday? 

THE  PRESIDENT.  I  hope  to.  I  dou't  have 
any  definite  plans  at  the  moment,  but  I  will 
check  as  soon  as  I  get  out.  I  have  not  had 
my  lunch.  You  worry  about  my  health,  and 
I  want  to  get  my  lunch.  I  was  never  in 
better  health.  I  never  felt  better,  notwith- 
standing some  of  the  rather  heavy  problems 
that  have  come  across  my  desk  this  week. 

[8.]  I  have  had  a  heavy  schedule  of 
meetings  with  my  advisers  in  USIA,  De- 
fense and  Treasury,  Secret  Service,  with  Mr. 
Hoover,  and  other  people.  And  I  would 
hope  that  I  can  get  this  group  in  here 
Wednesday — Mr.  McCloy  and  company, 
Arthur  Dean,  Bob  Lovett — and  review  with 
them  this  world  picture. 

I  have  been  with  Mr.  Erhard  twice,  and 
there  is  the  situation  in  Germany;  with  a 
new  government  in  Britain;  Mr.  de  Gaulle 
just  made  his  trip  to  the  Latin  American 
countries;  we  have  had  very  interesting  de- 
velopments in  Brazil — and  Chile  has  given 
us  some  concern,  and  Panama  and  Cuba, 
since  we  have  been  here;  but  we  think  the 
OAS  meeting  with  19  out  of  20  passed  a 
resolution  which  is  very  good. 

We  are  trying  to  keep  abreast  and  be  very 
prompt  in  our  actions  on  this  hemisphere. 
We  are  happy  for  the  work  Tom  Mann  ^  has 


*  Walter  Jenkins,  forjner  Special  Assistant  to  the 
President  (see  Item  671). 

®  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  Douglas  Dillon. 


®  Thomas  C.  Mann,  Secretary  of  State  for  Inter- 
American  Affairs,  U.S.  Coordinator,  Alliance  for 
Progress,  and  Special  Assistant  to  the  President  for 
Latin  America. 
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done.  He  has  brought  us  where  we  can 
act  quickly  and  cut  the  red  tape  over  there, 
and  he  has  funds  obligated  which  were  not 
piled  up.  I  talked  with  the  businessmen's 
committee,  headed  by  David  Rockefeller."^ 
I  want  to  get  their  ideas. 

We  have  a  new  government  in  India.  We 
have  a  new  government  in  Russia.  And  I 
want  to  draw  upon  their  wide  experience 
on  a  bipartisan  basis,  from  Lovett  and  Mc- 
Cloy  and  Dean  and  Kistiakowsky,  Dean 
Acheson,  all  of  whom  I  have  had  individual 
talks  with  in  the  last  few  days,  but  I  want 
to  have  their  collective  thinking. 

I  also  asked  these  people  to  give  me  any 
suggestions  they  could.  I  will  be  glad 
to  have  any  criticism  they  have  to  offer  or 
any  corrections  that  they  would  like  to 
suggest. 

[At  this  point  the  President  spoke  o§  the  record. 
He  then  resumed  speaking  on  the  record. 1 

I  pointed  out  to  them  that  we  now  have 
over  1 1  countries  that  have  moved  into  Viet- 


^  Business  Group  for  Latin   America   (see  Item 
169). 


Nam.  We  now  have  something  over  1,000 
people  that  those  countries  are  contributing. 
It  is  now  exceeding  the  1,000  mark  and 
General  Taylor  ^  has  just  told  us  and  we  are 
very  appreciative  of  the  efforts  of  various 
countries — ^Australia  and  others.  I  think 
that  is  about  all  we  said. 

They  didn't  ask  any  questions.  I  don't 
want  to  imply  that  their  silence  approved 
what  we  said  or  did  anything,  although  I 
asked  for  corrections  and  suggestions  as  fall- 
ing within  that  area.  Some  questions  were 
asked  to  develop  information  on  what  is 
happening  in  this  area  of  the  world  or  that 
one. 

Ambassador  Thompson  gave  a  very  ex- 
cellent review,  as  did  Secretary  Rusk  and 
Secretary  McNamara  who  went  into  every- 
thing from  warheads  to  airplanes  and  all 
those  things. 

That  is  it  now. 

note:  President  Johnson's  thirty-third  news  con- 
ference was  held  in  the  Cabinet  Room  at  the  White 
House  at  4:03  p.m.  on  Monday,  October  19,  1964. 

*Gen.  Maxwell  D.  Taylor,  Ambassador  to 
Viet-Nam. 


689    Remarks  to  Members  of  the  Press  Following  a 
Meeting  of  the  Cabinet.     October  20,  1964 


WE  HAVE  just  completed  a  2-hour  Cabinet 
meeting  and  I  will  summarize  briefly  state- 
ments made  at  that  meeting. 

Since  the  significant  developments  in  the 
world  last  week,  responsible  officials  of  your 
Government  have  carefully  evaluated  their 
meaning  for  our  country. 

Out  of  our  discussions  and  deliberations, 
certain  conclusions  have  been  reached  for 
the  present: 

First,  the  changes  in  the  Communist  world 
and  in  the  free  world  do  not  at  this  time 


indicate  sharp  or  sudden  changes  in  the 
policies  of  the  United  States. 

Second,  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance  that 
there  be  continuity  and  stability  in  United 
States  policies  and  purposes  during  this 
period  of  international  change. 

Third,  we  shall  pursue  a  course  of  rea- 
sonable and  responsible  watchfulness.  We 
are  able  to  do  so,  because  we  are  confident 
of  our  strength  militarily,  we  are  confident 
of  our  stability  economically,  and  we  are 
confident  of  the  all-important  unity  of  our 
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society  on  which  our  strength  stands  at  home 
and  abroad. 

Fourth,  we  do  recognize  that  it  is  very 
important  for  the  United  States  to  continue 
to  be  prepared  for  the  long  pull.  Our  re- 
sponsibilities in  this  regard  are  clear: 

First,  we  must  continue  to  maintain,  to 
increase,  and  to  strengthen  our  prepared- 
ness. No  one  must  doubt  our  capacity  for 
appropriate  response  to  any  challenge  pre- 
sented to  freedom  anywhere  in  the  world. 

Second,  in  actions  as  well  as  in  words  we 
must  assure  our  allies  and  adversaries  alike 
that  we  seek  only  peace  in  a  world  of  honor 
and  justice  and  individual  dignity. 

Third,  we  must  pursue  those  policies  at 
home  which  will  continue  our  domestic 
growth,  our  expansion,  and  our  prosperity 
without  recession,  depression,  or  inflation. 
Whatever  the  future  may  hold,  we  can  take 
special  satisfaction  from  the  strength  af- 
forded by  the  success  of  America's  economy 
today. 

The  picture  of  the  economy  in  the  third 
quarter  is  now  nearly  complete.  We  re- 
viewed it  in  some  detail  in  the  Cabinet  today. 
The  great  gains  of  the  first  half  of  the  year 
have  been  extended.  Compared  to  the  third 
quarter  a  year  ago,  here  are  some  of  the  key 
gains  outlined  at  the  Cabinet  meeting. 

Our  gross  national  product  is  up  $40  bil- 
lion. The  income  of  consumers,  after  taxes, 
is  up  $138  per  capita.  Total  nonfarm  em- 
ployment is  up  1.6  million.  Total  retail 
sales  are  up  7.2  percent.  Business  plant  and 
equipment  expenditures  are  up  11.4  percent. 
By  preliminary  estimate,  corporate  profits 
after  taxes  are  up  21.7  percent.    Wholesale 


prices  are  up  only  one  tenth  of  i  percent. 

Fourth,  considering  the  demands  the  fu- 
ture may  impose  upon  us,  it  is  more  im- 
portant than  ever  that  in  our  governmental 
planning  and  programs  we  be  relendess  in 
our  war  on  waste.  I  have  asked  each  Cabi- 
net officer  to  review  his  program  and  policies 
and  see  that  we  eliminate  all  waste  possible 
and  to  report  back  to  me.  Progress  must 
continue  to  overcome  the  deficits  of  the  past 
and  meet  the  challenges  of  the  future,  but 
that  progress  must  go  hand  in  hand  with 
the  self-discipline  of  fiscal  prudence. 

Fifth,  we  must  continue  in  every  way  open 
to  us  to  perfect  the  unity  of  our  people.  Di- 
visions and  suspicions  among  our  people 
will  only  open  doors  for  those  adversaries 
who  seek  to  divide  us  and  to  weaken  our 
leadership.  There  must  be  no  misunder- 
standing of  America's  purpose  and  there 
must  be  no  miscalculation  of  America's  will. 

In  direct  communications  to  new  govern- 
ments and  in  public  statements  here  at  home, 
we  have  sought  to  make  clear  that  the  ob- 
jectives of  United  States  policy  are  unchang- 
ing. Our  first  purpose  is  peace.  We  are 
prepared  to  defend  peace  and  freedom  and 
do  it  promptly  against  any  act  of  hostility 
or  aggression  anywhere. 

We  face  the  future  hopefully  in  the  confi- 
dence of  the  strength  that  we  have  all  built 
together.  But  we  face  the  future  with  a  full 
sense  of  responsibility  for  the  trust  that  we 
are  privileged  to  bear  for  the  cause  of  hu- 
manity and  the  cause  of  freedom  everywhere. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  3:55  p.m.  in  the  new 
television  studio  located  in  the  Theater  at  the  White 
House. 
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690    Statement  by  the  President  on  the  Establishment  of  Permanent 
Task  Forces  To  Assist  Communities  Faced  With 
Plant  Closings.     October  20,  1964 

ALTHOUGH  rapid  economic  growth  dur- 
ing die  past  several  years  has  sharply  lowered 
the  level  of  unemployment,  and  reduced  the 
incidence  of  plant  closings,  individual  cases 
of  large-scale  layoffs  will  undoubtedly  con- 
tinue to  occur  in  a  dynamic  economy.  The 
Federal  Government  must  be  prepared  to 
move  quickly  to  the  assistance  of  com- 
munities affected  by  such  layoffs. 


note:  The  statement  is  part  of  a  White  House  re- 
lease announcing  that  the  President  had  taken  steps 
to  establish  a  permanent  task  force  to  assist  the  eco- 
nomic recovery  of  communities  faced  with  defense 
plant  closings.  The  task  force,  working  in  coopera- 
tion with  State  and  local  officials,  would,  as  outlined 
in  the  release: 


1.  Draw  up  emergency  and  long-range  programs 
to  open  job  opportunities  through  the  creation  of 
new  industries  and  the  expansion  of  existing  ones. 

2.  Conduct  an  industrial  procurement  conference 
to  be  attended  by  officers  of  local  firms  and  repre- 
sentatives of  Federal  procurement  agencies,  so  that 
all  firms  in  the  area  would  be  fully  informed  on  the 
possibilities  of  and  requirements  for  Government 
contracting. 

3.  Arrange  for  training  programs  under  the  Man- 
power Development  and  Training  Act. 

4.  Expand  the  surplus  food  disposal  program  of 
the  Department  of  Agriculture. 

5.  With  the  Federal  Housing  Administration  and 
the  Veterans  Administration,  arrange  for  the  ap- 
proval of  mortgage  forbearance  agreements. 

6.  Determine  the  possibility  of  establishing  special 
programs  for  the  employment  of  older  workers. 


691    Proclamation  3625  Announcing  the  Death  of 
Herbert  Hoover.     October  20,  1964 


By  the  President  of  the  United  States  of 
America 

A  PROCLAMATION 

To  the  People  of  the  United  States: 

It  becomes  ray  sad  duty  to  announce  offi- 
cially the  death  of  Herbert  Hoover,  the 
thirty-first  President  of  the  United  States,  on 
the  twentieth  day  of  October,  nineteen 
hundred  and  sixty-four,  at  11:35  o'clock  in 
the  morning. 

Mr.  Hoover's  service  to  our  country, 
spanning  a  period  of  nearly  a  half  century, 
was  marked  by  a  signal  honesty  of  purpose, 
a  devotion  to  fundamental  principles  of 
ethical  conduct,  and  a  deep  concern  for  the 
welfare  of  all  of  his  fellow  men.  Among 
the  rich  products  of  his  efforts  have  been 
the  advancement  of  the  cause  of  peace,  the 
strengthening  of  our  bonds  with  other  na- 


tions, the  enrichment  of  the  lives  of  millions 
of  human  beings  around  the  world,  and  a 
vital  improvement  of  the  operation  of  this 
Government.  His  patriotism  knew  no 
partisanship. 

A  gentle  and  tolerant  man,  Mr.  Hoover 
will  be  long  remembered  for  his  humani- 
tarianism,  his  genuine  humility  coupled  with 
a  determined  courage,  and  the  strength  of 
the  faith  which  motivated  his  actions.  He 
has  earned  the  abiding  respect  and  affection 
of  the  people  of  this  Nation  and  of  other 
nations  throughout  the  world. 

We  in  this  country  will  be  joined  by  his 
many  friends  abroad  in  mourning  the  death 
of  this  truly  dedicated  American.  But  we 
can  take  comfort  in  the  inspiring  legacy  of 
ideals  and  example  of  devotion  which  he  has 
bequeathed  to  us  all. 

Now,  Therefore,  I,  Lyndon  B.  Johnson, 
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President  of  the  United  States  of  America,  in 
honor  and  tribute  to  the  memory  of  this 
great  and  good  man,  and  as  an  expression  of 
the  public  sorrow,  do  hereby  direct  that  the 
flag  of  the  United  States  be  displayed  at  half- 
stafl  at  the  White  House  and  on  all  build- 
ings, grounds,  and  naval  vessels  of  the  United 
States  for  a  period  of  thirty  days.  I  also 
direct  that  for  the  same  length  of  time  the 
representatives  of  the  United  States  in  for- 
eign countries  shall  make  similar  arrange- 
ments for  the  display  of  the  flag  at  half-staff 
over  their  embassies,  legations,  and  other 
facilities  abroad,  including  all  military  facili- 
ties and  stations. 

I  hereby  order  that  suitable  honors  be 
rendered  by  units  of  the  armed  forces  under 
orders  of  the  Secretary  of  Defense  on  the 
day  of  the  funeral. 

In  Witness  Whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set 


my  hand  and  caused  the  Seal  of  the  United 
States  of  America  to  be  affixed. 
Done  at  the  City  of  Washington   this 

twentieth  day  of  October  in  the 
[seal]     year  of  our  Lord  nineteen  hundred 

and  sixty-four,  and  of  the  Inde- 
pendence of  the  United  States  of  America 
the  one  hundred  and  eighty-ninth. 

Lyndon  B.  Johnson 
By  the  President: 
Dean  Rusk 

Secretary  of  State 

note:  On  August  6  the  President  issued  a  proclama- 
tion in  honor  of  President  Hoover's  90th  birthday 
anniversary  (August  10),  urging  the  people  of  the 
United  States  to  reflect  upon  his  many  accomplish- 
ments on  behalf  of  humanity,  and  especially  urging 
the  youth  of  America  to  emulate  the  patriotism, 
integrity,  and  high  ideals  that  had  marked  his 
career  (Proc.  3604,  29  F.R.  11 489;  3  CFR,  1964 
Supp.). 


692    Statement  by  the  President  on  the  Death  of 
President  Hoover.     October  20,  1964 


MRS.  JOHNSON  and  I  want  to  extend  our 
deep  personal  sympathy  to  Herbert  Hoover's 
sons  and  the  other  members  of  his  family. 

We  have  lost  a  wise  American,  and  the 
world  has  lost  a  humanitarian  citizen  of  all 
mankind.  His  steadfast  leadership  served 
us  undaunted  through  good  times  and  bad — 
as  businessman,  provider  for  the  poor  and 
hungry,  President,  and  elder  statesman. 

He  combined  the  best  of  our  national 
heritage  with  broad-gauged  understanding  of 
the  tumultuous  times  in  which  he  lived.  A 
man  of  character  and  conviction,  he  was 
both  profound  and  practical  in  meeting  the 
many  tasks  he  undertook  for  his  fellow  men. 

He  lived  a  full  and  useful  life,  and  we  are 
all  deeply  in  his  debt. 


We  shall  miss  his  thoughtful  counsel  and 
kindly  spirit.  But  his  unquenchable  sense 
of  public  responsibility  for  both  our  Nation 
and  a  troubled  world  stand  as  an  example 
that  will  endure. 

note:  The  statement  was  also  read  by  the  President 
to  the  members  of  the  press  in  the  Theater  at  the 
White  House.  The  text  of  the  final  paragraph,  as 
read  by  the  President,  follows: 

"I  shall  miss  his  thoughtful  counsel  and  his  kindly 
spirit,  shortly  after  I  assumed  the  Presidency,  after 
that  tragic  day  in  November,  he  was  among  the 
first  to  volunteer  his  services  and  his  advice.  And 
they  gave  me  strength  and  comfort  during  those 
trying  days.  His  unquenchable  sense  of  public  re- 
sponsibility for  both  our  Nation  and  our  troubled 
world  will  stand  as  an  example  that  will  long 
endure." 
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693     Remarks  in  Memorial  Hall,  Akron  University. 
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Dr.  Auburn,  Mayor  and  Mrs,  Ericsson,  my 
longtime,  faithful  friend  Steve  Young,  Miss 
McGovern,  candidate  for  Congress,  Mr, 
Sweeney,  candidate  for  Congressman  at 
Large,  Mr,  Leonard,  ladies  and  gentlemen, 
boys  and  girls: 

I  almost  said  fellow  Ohioans.  This  is  my 
third  visit  to  Ohio  in  the  last  2  weeks,  and 
they  seem  to  be  getting  better  every  time  I 
come.  It  is  a  little  chilly  outside  in  that  42 
degree  temperature,  but  I  am  getting  a 
mighty  warm  feeling  inside  my  heart  for 
Akron. 

I  said  to  my  friend  here  representing  the 
Rubber  Workers  how  beautiful  I  thought 
those  balloons  were  with  the  union  label  on 
each  one  of  them,  and  he  said,  "Well,  we 
just  wanted  you  to  feel  like  you  felt  back  in 
Atlantic  City  a  few  weeks  ago,  and  it  is  going 
to  be  almost  as  good  a  vote  here  as  it  was 
there." 

I  want  to  thank  all  of  you  nice  people  for 
being  so  good  to  Mrs.  Johnson  when  she  was 
here  in  Akron.  After  meeting  her,  I  guess 
you  know  why  I  think  the  country  needs 
more  women  in  public  affairs.  There  is 
something  that  you  can  do  about  that. 

I  don't  know  how  much  time  you  have, 
but  there  are  just  a  few  days  left.  You  have 
a  highly  intelligent,  gracious,  charming, 
effective  lady  that  would  be  delighted  to 
come  down  to  Washington  and  competently 
help  your  President  with  a  program  for  all 
the  people  of  this  country.  Her  name  is 
Fran  McGovern. 

Now,  Fran  McGovern  has  been  working 
with  us  on  the  Employment  Security  Coun- 
cil. We  need  her  down  there  to  work  with 
us  on  our  program.  She  will  listen  to  the 
testimony,  she  will  analyze  the  bills,  and  she 


will  vote  for  all  the  people.  She  won't  just 
vote  "no"  automatically  when  the  roll  is 
called. 

One  good  turn  deserves  another.  She  has 
been  a  former  member  of  your  Ohio  Legis- 
lature. She  is  experienced  with  your  Public 
Utilities  Commission.  And  you  need  her 
in  Washington.  Go  and  do  something 
about  it,  won't  you,  please? 

I  am  counting  on  you,  too,  to  get  out  there 
and  work  and  send  my  colleague  and  my  old 
friend  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  and 
in  the  Senate  for  many  years,  a  most  effective 
public  servant,  a  most  conscientious  one,  one 
of  the  great  men  I  know — Steve  Young. 
We  need  in  the  Congress,  too,  as  your 
Congressman  at  Large,  and  I  hope  you  won't 
forget  this,  Mr.  Robert  Sweeney.  So  go 
and  give  him  a  good  vote. 

We  have  some  other  interests  in  common. 
I  understand  that  unemployment  in  Akron 
was  something  over  6  percent  3  years  ago. 
Now  we  have  it  down  to  under  3  percent. 
I  want  to  find  out  how  you  have  done  it, 
because  we  are  going  to  get  full  employ- 
ment— ^and  I  mean  full  employment — in  the 
entire  country. 

The  tax  cut  bill  that  we  passed  earlier  in 
the  year  is  going  to  help  some.  It  means  an- 
other $651  million  for  your  own  use  here  in 
Ohio.  It  means  $37  million  in  the  Akron 
area  alone.    It  means  more  jobs. 

And  I  have  also  been  looking  into  some 
of  these  Federal-local  partnership  projects 
before  I  came  out  here.  We  have  been 
working  together  now  for  3^4  years.  You 
have  three  new  urban  renewal  programs. 
You  have  two  college  housing  act  loans  to 
the  University  of  Akron,  one  of  the  finest 
institutions  I  know  anywhere  in  the  country. 
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It  produced  your  great  mayor  and  it  pro- 
duced your  next  Congressman,  and  we  are 
all  thankful  for  that. 

We  have  421  beds  in  the  City  Hospital,  St. 
Thomas  Hospital,  St.  Edwards  Nursing 
Home,  under  the  Federal  legislation,  the 
Hill-Burton  Act.  We  are  learning  how  to 
make  this  system  of  ours  work  a  little  better. 

A  great  former  Senator  of  yours  is  the 
author  of  that  legislation,  along  with  Senator 
Hill.  We  have  gotten  a  good  many  things 
done  in  the  last  3  years. 

You  remember  President  Kennedy  told 
you  when  he  visited  Ohio  so  many  times  in 
i960,  "Come,  lend  me  your  heart,  lend  me 
your  hand,  give  me  your  support  and  we  will 
get  this  country  moving  again."  And  this 
country  is  moving  again. 

But  our  job  is  never  done.  There  is  no 
rest  for  the  weary.  There  is  a  lot  left  to  do. 
I  hope  that  you  are  going  to  agree  with  me 
to  do  it  on  November  the  3d. 

I  am  not  going  to  say  anything  ugly  about 
my  opponent.  I  don't  believe  in  muckrak- 
ing or  slanderous  comment,  or  mudslinging. 
I  have  rarely  found  it  necessary  to  mention 
my  opponent  or  to  mention  his  name,  or  to 
get  personal  with  him  in  the  House  or  the 
Senate,  or  when  I  was  Vice  President. 

In  the  30  years  I  have  been  in  public  life, 
I  never  have  been  quite  desperate.  I  have 
never  been  so  far  behind  that  I  had  to  cling 
to  a  sinking  raft. 

But  somehow  or  other  I  believe  that  the 
people  are  wise  enough,  are  intelligent 
enough,  to  look  and  see  and  listen  and  judge 
for  themselves,  and  judge  what  they  hear 
and  what  they  see.  I  want  to  appeal  to  your 
intelligence  and  not  to  your  emotion. 

I  must  say  a  time  or  two  when  I  have 
turned  on  a  television  spot  or  have  turned  on 
my  car  radio,  I  have  heard  some  rather  un- 
complimentary comments  about  the  Presi- 
dent, and  for  a  moment  it  distressed  me  some. 


But  when  I  got  back  home  and  I  looked  back 
over  what  they  had  said  about  Washington, 
Jefferson,  Jackson,  Abraham  Lincoln — 
Abraham  Lincoln  said  he  went  back  to  his 
hometown  and  no  one  there  spoke  to  him 
except  one  woman  and  she  seemed  to  wish 
she  could  have  avoided  it.  I  remember  what 
they  said  about  Wilson,  Roosevelt,  Eisen- 
hower, and  Kennedy. 

So  I  think  the  best  thing  we  can  all  do  is 
try  to  look  at  our  problems,  analyze  them, 
see  how  we  can  try  to  solve  them  together, 
and  hope  that  our  people  will  stand  together 
and  unite  during  a  period  when  we  need  the 
best  that  is  in  all  of  us.  The  eyes  of  the 
world  are  on  America. 

The  German  people  have  a  new  govern- 
ment— following  Mr.  Adenauer's  long  pe- 
riod of  service — in  their  Chancellor,  Mr. 
Erhard.  He  has  been  here  twice  to  see  me 
since  I  have  been  President.  We  are  work- 
ing very  well  together.  Their  nation  has 
made  a  wonderful  comeback. 

The  British  just  made  a  decision  a  day  or 
two  ago  and  they  have  a  new  government. 
I  have  talked  to  their  Prime  Minister.  Their 
Foreign  Minister  will  be  in  Washington  to 
see  us  next  week. 

I  visited  with  General  de  Gaulle  when  he 
was  in  Washington.  He  has  just  made  a 
trip  of  this  hemisphere,  in  Latin  America. 
I  didn't  get  to  see  him  then,  but  he  has  shown 
his  interest  in  the  problems  of  this 
hemisphere. 

The  Italians  have  had  some  changes  in 
their  government  since  I  was  there  and  since 
they  have  been  here.  It  is  a  new  govern- 
ment that  we  need  to  work  with  very  closely. 

The  Indians  lost  their  great  leader  Mr. 
Nehru,  and  they  now  have  Mr.  Shastri,  and 
he  is  in  charge.  He  is  very  concerned  today 
about  the  problems  of  the  world  and  the 
developments  in  the  recent  days. 

The  Soviet  Union  has  decided  to  select 
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others  to  lead  their  people.  So  now  in  the 
next  2  weeks  you  Americans  are  going  to 
be  watched  and  looked  upon  for  your 
decision. 

I  think  our  country  is  going  to  have  a 
great  opportunity  to  stand  up  and  speak 
with  the  rest  of  the  leaders  of  the  world,  and 
to  try  to  find  some  area  of  agreement  on  the 
most  important  problem  in  the  heart  of  every 
person,  every  race,  every  color,  of  every  coun- 
try in  the  world.  And  that  is,  how  can  we 
live  together,  how  can  nations  live  with  each 
other,  without  a  nuclear  holocaust,  without 
destroying  hundreds  of  millions  of  lives. 

So  on  November  the  3d,  this  election  of 
ours  will  come  at  a  time  of  great  events  in 
our  world.  Those  events  I  think  have  made 
it  clear  to  the  American  people  what  their 
choice  will  be. 

I  know  they  have  made  it  clear  to  me,  what 
course  the  American  people  want  me  to 
follow.    Let  me  tell  you  how  I  know. 

Last  week  the  Communist  Chinese  ex- 
ploded an  atomic  bomb,  and  they  added  to 
the  poisoning  of  the  air  we  breathe. 

Last  week,  the  Soviet  Union  threw  out  its 
old  leadership  and  put  new  men  at  the  top. 

Last  week  the  British  Labor  Party  took 
over  the  government  of  Great  Britain. 

Last  Saturday  I  met  with  the  National  Se- 
curity Council  of  our  country.  On  Monday 
I  summoned  to  the  White  House  the  con- 
gressional leaders  from  both  the  Republican 
Party  and  the  Democratic  Party  to  meet  with 
our  leading  diplomatic  and  military  men. 
Yesterday  I  met  for  almost  3  hours  with 
the  members  of  my  Cabinet. 

I  can  say  this  to  you,  you  Americans  for 
whom  we  all  work:  I  can  say  this  with  great 
pride — ^you  have  every  right  to  be  proud  of 
the  kind  of  leadership  that  your  country  has 
produced. 

All  of  those  men  that  I  met  with,  men 
from  both  the  Republican  and  Democratic 


Parties,  were  in  agreement  on  the  broad 
course  of  American  foreign  poHcy.  No  one 
advised  me  to  break  the  nuclear  test  ban 
treaty.  Instead,  we  discussed  ways  of  mak- 
ing it  apply  to  other  nations. 

No  one  advised  me  to  break  off  relations 
with  the  Soviet  Union.  Instead,  we  dis- 
cussed ways  to  make  our  relations  with  the 
new  Soviet  leadership  more  productive. 

No  one  advised  me  to  withdraw  from  the 
United  Nations.  Instead,  we  talked  about 
the  need  to  strengthen  it. 

No  one  advised  me  to  make  threats  or 
issue  ultimatums,  or  to  talk  about  lobbing 
one  into  the  men's  room  in  the  Kremlin. 
Instead,  we  talked  about  how  we  could  avoid 
expanding  conflicts,  instead  we  discussed 
ways  to  reduce  tensions,  instead  we  sought 
means  of  trying  to  reason  together  and  re- 
solve any  differences  that  exist  between 
nations. 

All  of  those  who  met  with  me  and  all  of 
those  who  contributed  counsel,  agreed  that 
our  country  should  continue  on  the  path  of 
strength  and  restraint,  which  we  have  fol- 
lowed under  all  administrations  for  the  last 
20  years,  since  World  War  II. 

You  will  remember  that  it  was  Arthur 
Vandenberg,  a  great  Republican  Senator, 
who  joined  President  Truman  in  a  bipartisan 
policy  of  stopping  the  Communists  in  Greece 
and  Turkey. 

You  will  remember  that  I,  as  Democratic 
leader  of  the  Senate,  joined  President  Eisen- 
hower in  his  crisis  in  the  Formosa  Strait  and 
the  other  critical  decisions  that  he  had  to 
make  in  foreign  policy. 

You  will  remember  that  it  was  Senator 
Dirksen,  the  Republican  leader  from  Illinois, 
that  supported  President  Kennedy  on  the 
nuclear  test  ban. 

And  it  has  been  Senator  Hickenlooper, 
Republican  Senator  from  Iowa,  who  has 
worked  closely  with  us  on  our  foreign  policy 
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so  we  could  present  a  united  front  to  the 
world. 

But  there  are  those  who  would  not  follow 
this  responsible  bipartisan  course.  There 
are  those  that  have  placed  under  attack  all 
the  policies  which  have  brought  us  through 
these  years  of  the  cold  war  closer  to  peace. 
They  stand  in  opposition  to  the  collective 
wisdom  of  the  leaders  of  both  parties,  expe- 
rienced in  foreign  affairs. 

I  think  I  know  that  the  American  people 
are  not  going  to  follow  that  course  of  ob- 
struction. I  think  I  know  the  American 
people  are  not  going  to  junk  the  bipartisan 
course  of  20  years  and  fly  to  evils  that  they 
know  not  of  on  a  dangerous  adventure  that 
they  know  not  where  it  leads. 

Sunday  night  I  talked  about  the  problems 
of  the  world  on  television.  More  than  63 
million  Americans  listened  to  that  discussion. 
The  great  majority  of  them  are,  I  think, 
united  behind  the  responsible  foreign 
policies  of  this  country  that  have  kept  peace 
for  us.  I  believe  that  they  are  going  to 
choose  those  policies  on  November  the  3d. 

What  is  the  real  foreign  policy  issue  of 
this  campaign? 

The  issue  is  whether  we  will  use  our  great 
power  with  judgment  and  restraint. 

The  issue  is  whether  we  will  continue  the 
long,  the  hard,  the  patient  search  for  a  lasting 
peace. 

I  intend  as  your  leader  and  as  your  Presi- 
dent to  work  to  strengthen  the  United  Na- 
tions, because  I  think  they  have  prevented  a 
number  of  wars  already,  and  I  think  they  can 
help  us  on  the  road  to  peace  in  the  days 
ahead. 

The  United  Nations,  with  all  of  its  defects, 
has  been  a  source  of  many  achievements  for 
peace  and  for  the  dignity  of  man. 

I  will  continue  to  work  to  find  areas  of 
common  interest  with  the  Soviet  Union. 
We   do   not   know  what  course   the   new 


Russian  leaders  will  follow.  But  if  they  are 
willing  to  seek  peace,  if  they  sincerely  and 
genuinely  want  peace,  then  I  can  say  to  them 
and  I  can  say  to  you  they  will  find  the  United 
States  ready. 

Our  scientists  are  working  with  their  sci- 
entists, and  their  scientists  were  here  a  few 
days  ago  and  I  sent  them  by  plane  to  some  of 
our  great  desalinization  plants  which  offer 
one  of  the  really  great  hopes  for  all  the 
people  of  the  world,  when  we  can  take  the 
water  from  the  sea  and  convert  it,  take  the 
salt  out  of  it,  and  we  can  use  the  oceans  to 
make  the  deserts  bloom. 

It  is  not  really  important  how  a  man  spells 
his  name  if  we  can  find  the  right  answer  to  it. 
We  have  these  brilliant  scientific  geniuses 
from  several  countries  working  with  us  to 
find  that  answer.  We  have  already  gotten  it 
down  where  we  can  produce  it  for  less  than 
f  I  a  thousand,  but  if  we  can  get  it  down  to 
where  we  can  produce  it  for  25  percent  of 
that  amount  it  will  be  a  great  victory  for 
humanity  all  through  the  3  billion  people  in 
the  world. 

I  intend  to  pursue  goals  of  this  kind.  I 
intend  to  submit  new  proposals  in  Geneva 
to  slow  down  the  arms  race,  and  to  lessen  the 
tensions  and  lessen  the  danger  of  war.  And 
I  hope  that  we  can  get  agreements  from 
other  nations  to  do  the  same  thing.  We  are 
going  to  keep  on  trying. 

I  can  assure  you  that  your  country  is  the 
mightiest  nation  in  all  the  world.  But  we 
do  not  intend  to  use  that  might  to  bury  any- 
one. And  we  want  all  to  know  and  read  us 
loud  and  clear:  we  do  not  intend  to  be 
buried,  either. 

In  Asia  we  face  an  ambitious  and  aggres- 
sive China,  but  we  have  the  will  and  we  have 
the  strength  to  help  our  Asian  friends  resist 
that  ambition.  Sometimes  our  folks  get  a 
little  impatient.  Sometimes  they  rattle  their 
rockets  some,  and  they  bluff  about  their 
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bombs.  But  we  are  not  about  to  send 
American  boys  9  or  10,000  miles  away  from 
home  to  do  what  Asian  boys  ought  to  be 
doing  for  themselves. 

President  Eisenhower  said  in  1954  to  the 
Government  of  Viet-Nam,  "President  Diem, 
we  want  to  help  you  help  yourselves.  We 
will  give  you  advice,  we  will  provide  leader- 
ship, we  will  help  you  with  material  things, 
with  your  weapons  and  the  things  that  you 
do  not  have,  to  protect  your  independence 
because  we  are  so  proud  of  our  independence 
we  would  like  for  you  to  have  independence, 
too,  and  not  be  swallowed  up  by  the 
Communists." 

We  have  been  doing  that  for  10  long  years 
under  three  Presidents.  We  have  now  some 
18,000  men  in  Viet-Nam,  officers  and  men, 
advising,  counseling,  leading  them.  We 
have  a  good  deal  of  material  that  we  have 
sent  there,  very  costly  to  our  taxpayers  each 
month.  The  reports  that  come  in  are 
gloomy  from  day  to  day. 

But  we  have  a  choice.  We  can  seek  a 
wider  war.  China  is  there  on  the  border 
with  700  million  men,  with  over  200  million 
in  their  army.  And  we  could  get  tied  down 
in  a  land  war  in  Asia  very  quickly  if  we 
sought  to  throw  our  weight  around.  Or  we 
could  retreat  and  pull  out  and  say  "Goodby" 
to  the  rest  of  the  world,  that  we  are  going 
to  live  on  our  own  shores,  and  we  would  let 
Asia  go  to  other  people.  But  we  don't  seem 
to  think  that  either  of  those  alternatives  is  the 
wise  decision. 

We  are  going  to  continue  to  try  to  make 
these  people  more  effective  and  more  effi- 
cient, and  do  our  best  to  resolve  that  situation 
where  the  aggressors  will  leave  their  neigh- 
bors alone,  and  they  will  finally  learn  to  live 
together  in  peace  as  they  have  in  other  parts 
of  the  world. 

So  we  are  going  to  assist  them  against 
attack  as  we  have.    We  will  work  to  help 


them  achieve  progress  and  self-confidence. 
We  will  not  permit  the  independent  nations 
of  the  East  to  be  swallowed  up  by  Com- 
munist conquest. 

In  the  developing  world,  the  great  conti- 
nents, other  continents,  that  we  are  interested 
in — Latin  America,  Africa — ^we  have  only  a 
single  goal.  What  is  that  goal?  America 
does  not  seek  slaves  or  satellites.  We  do  not 
seek  domination  or  dominion.  We  only 
want  those  countries  to  live  in  freedom  and 
independence.  We  want  them  to  be  strong 
enough  to  resist  the  aggressions  of  others. 
We  want  to  help  them  meet  the  needs  of  their 
people  for  food  and  shelter  and  education. 

These  are  some  of  the  policies  that  we  have 
followed.  They  are  the  policies  we  are  go- 
ing to  continue  to  follow. 

The  White  House  has  a  very  special  at- 
mosphere when  great  events  are  happening, 
as  they  happened  all  last  week.  As  I  sit  in 
my  office  late  in  the  evening,  at  night,  I  am 
very  deeply  conscious  of  the  immense  powers 
that  this  Nation  commands. 

So  this  great  power  cannot  be  put  into 
the  hands  of  those  who  would  use  it  either 
impulsively  or  carelessly.  We  must  con- 
stantly be  deliberate,  prudent,  and  restrained. 
Before  we  shoot  from  the  hip,  as  Mr.  Ray- 
burn,  the  great  political  leader,  used  to  say, 
the  three  most  important  words  in  the  Eng- 
lish language  for  everyone  are,  "Just  a 
minute." 

So  let's  say  to  the  rest  of  the  world  that 
the  world's  hope  for  peace  cannot  be  left 
with  those  who  really  have  no  faith  in  the 
possibility  of  a  lasting  agreement,  and  who 
really  predict  war.  The  future  of  man 
should  not  be  entrusted  to  those  who  would 
tear  down  the  institutions  and  policies  which 
a  threatened  world  has  carefully  built  for  its 
own  protection. 

That  is  our  central  concern.  It  is  also  the 
concern,  I  think,  of  a  watching  and  worried 
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3  billion  people  in  other  parts  of  the  world. 

But  we  will  not  have  peace  just  because 
we  desire  it,  not  just  because  we  want  it. 
There  is  only  one  road  to  peace,  and  that  is 
to  work  at  it,  patiently,  deliberately,  wisely, 
step  by  step,  year  by  year,  never  to  become 
reckless,  never  to  become  weary  of  the  jour- 
ney and  irritated  with  folks  who  may  not 
agree  with  you  the  first  time  you  talk  to 
them.  That  is  the  course,  I  think,  that  we 
should  follow,  the  course  of  the  prophet 
Isaiah,  "Come  now,  let  us  reason  together." 

Here  are  two  great  powers.  When  they 
put  their  thumb  on  the  button,  they  can  kill 
100  million  Americans  in  a  matter  of  hours. 
When  we  move  our  thumb  up  on  that  but- 
ton and  sound  the  alarm,  and  the  bell  rings, 
we  can  kill  100  million  Russians  in  a  few 
hours.  A  total  of  300  million  people  could 
be  wiped  out  from  daylight  to  dark. 

But  that  is  not  the  kind  of  world  that  you 
want  to  live  in.  So  the  prophet  Isaiah  says, 
"Come  now,  let  us  reason  together." 

And  I  say  to  all  the  world  that  we  are  a 
mighty  power,  but  we  don't  brag  about  it 
and  we  don't  throw  our  weight  around.  We 
have  more  strength  and  we  are  going  to 
maintain  it,  at  great  sacrifice  from  our  tax- 
payers. We  have  more  strength  than  any 
other  nation,  more  strength  than  all  nations 
put  together,  and  we  are  going  to  keep  it. 
Our  guard  is  always  going  to  be  up,  but  our 
hand  is  always  going  to  be  out. 

The  leadership,  the  responsible  leadership, 
of  both  parties  in  this  country — and  I  believe 
in  the  two  party  system.  And  that  is  why 
I  so  earnestly  want  every  person  to  go  and 
vote  his  convictions  so  all  can  see  that  there 
are  not  many  people  who  approve  the  tem- 
porary captivity  leadership  of  the  present 
Republican  Party  of  extremes.  And  we  will 
be  voting  for  a  strong  two  party  system  on 
November  the  3d. 

When  they  pass  on  these  extremists,  the 


men  who  booed  others  at  San  Francisco,  the 
men  that  are  intolerant  of  others'  opinions, 
the  men  who  speak  off  the  cuff — when  they 
act  decisively  on  their  judgment,  then  there 
will  be  a  new  group  of  moderate  leaders 
come  in  and  build  a  stronger  and  a  more  ef- 
fective Republican  Party. 

But  we  will  always  maintain  our  biparti- 
san cooperation,  and  together  we  will  do 
what  is  best  for  America,  because  when  you 
do  what  is  best  for  your  country,  you  do  what 
is  best  for  your  party  and  for  yourself. 

So  the  hour  is  here,  the  clock  is  ticking,  the 
calendar  is  moving.  You  have  a  privilege 
that  millions  in  other  countries  are  denied. 
You  have  a  right,  an  obligation,  and  a  duty  to 
see  that  you  and  yours  go  to  the  polls  Novem- 
ber the  3d  and  select  the  leadership  that  in 
your  judgment  most  nearly  represents  the 
best  interest  of  this  country. 

I  am  not  going  to  discuss  individuals  in 
this  matter.  That  is  a  decision  you  can  make 
for  yourselves  by  listening  to  the  radio,  seeing 
the  television,  reading  the  morning 
newspapers. 

I  am  very  happy  that  the  college  permitted 
me  to  come  here  today  and  have  free  speech. 
This  is  a  great  university  and  I  treasure  this 
invitation. 

I  am  also  mighty  grateful  to  the  Akron 
paper  for  their  endorsement  yesterday.  I 
must  run  along  because  I  can  just  intuitively 
feel  Mrs.  Johnson  getting  ready  to  send  an- 
other note  up  here.  But  I  can't  leave  until 
and  unless  I  tell  you  that  they  say  that  it  has 
been  more  than  100  years  since  some  of  these 
papers  have  endorsed  a  member  of  my  party. 

But  I  want  to  tell  you  about  my  party.  I 
said  my  philosophy  many  years  ago:  I  am  a 
free  man  first,  I  am  an  American  second,  I 
am  a  public  servant  third,  and  a  Democrat 
fourth — in  that  order. 

We  must  not  be  complacent  about  what  is 
happening  in  the  world.    We  must  not  be 


1392 


Lyndon  B.  Johnson,  1^6^-1^64 


Oct.  21     [694] 


complacent  about  what  is  happening  at 
home.  You  have  a  duty  to  do,  so  go  do  it  in 
accordance  with  the  dictates  of  your  own 
conscience. 

I  saw  a  poll  coming  down  here  this  morn- 
ing. It  showed  that  I  had  most  of  the 
Democrats  and  had  30  percent  of  the  Repub- 
licans. But  that  distressed  me,  that  I  only 
had  30  percent  of  the  Republicans.  Those 
are  good  people  if  they  get  the  truth  and  if 
they  get  the  facts,  and  we  have  to  improve 
that  situation  between  now  and  November 
the  3d. 

So  let's  all  put  our  shoulders  to  the  wheel 
and  unite  instead  of  divide,  and  again  in  the 


words  of  the  prophet,  let's  go  out  and  reason 
together. 
Thank  you. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  12:33  P-"^*  ^^  Memorial 
Hall  at  the  University  of  Akron,  Akron,  Ohio.  In 
his  opening  words  he  referred  to  Dr.  Norman  P. 
Auburn,  president  of  the  University,  Mayor  and  Mrs. 
Edward  Erickson  of  Akron,  Senator  Stephen  M. 
Young  of  Ohio,  Frances  McGovern  and  Robert  E. 
Sweeney,  Democratic  candidates  for  Representative 
from  Ohio,  and  Ernest  Leonard,  chairman  of  the 
Democratic  Executive  Committee  for  Summit 
County.  Later  in  his  remarks  he  referred  to  former 
Senator  Harold  H.  Burton  of  Ohio,  Senator  Lister 
Hill  of  Alabama,  Arthur  H.  Vandenberg,  U.S. 
Senator  from  Michigan  during  the  Truman  admin- 
istration. Senator  Everett  McKinley  Dirksen  of  Illi- 
nois, and  Senator  Bourke  B.  Hickenlooper  of  Iowa. 
Mrs.  Johnson  also  spoke  briefly.  The  text  of  her 
remarks  was  released. 
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Governor  Kerner,  my  old  and  dear  friend 
Paul  Douglas,  one  of  the  Nation's  most  elec- 
tive Congressmen,  Mel  Price,  Governor 
Shapiro,  Mayor  Fields,  Paul  Powell,  Jim 
Ronan,  and  my  good  friends  of  Illinois: 

It  is  good  to  be  in  Illinois  and  with  your 
neighbors  and  my  friends.  Senator  Syming- 
ton, Senator  Long,  Mayor  Gunn  of  St.  Louis, 
Congresswoman  Sullivan,  Congressman 
Frank  Karsten.  You  know,  somehow  or 
other  I  have  a  feeling  in  my  bones  this 
afternoon  that  this  is  going  to  be  a  great 
Democratic  year  for  Otto  Kerner,  one  of  the 
great  Governors  in  this  Nation;  Stu  Syming- 
ton, one  of  the  great  Senators  in  the  Nation; 
Sam  Shapiro;  Leonor  Sullivan;  Frank 
Karsten;  Mel  Price;  and,  I  would  hope, 
Lyndon  Johnson  and  Hubert  Humphrey. 

Standing  here  by  this  plaque  dedicated  to 
our  late  beloved  President,  John  Fitzgerald 
Kennedy,  I  am  aware  again  of  the  sense  of 
high  purpose  that  he  brought  to  the  Presi- 
dency of  the  United  States. 


He  had  a  vision  of  a  world  at  peace.  "We 
will  not  reach  that  goal  today,"  President 
Kennedy  said,  "or  tomorrow.  We  may  not 
reach  it  in  our  own  lifetime.  But  the  quest 
is  the  greatest  adventure  of  our  century." 

President  Kennedy  is  gone  today,  but  the 
vision  remains  and  the  great  quest  for  peace 
stretches  before  us.  Peace  is  the  most  im- 
portant issue  of  this  campaign,  for  one  simple 
reason:  without  it,  we  will  never  have  the 
chance  to  do  something  about  the  other  is- 
sues that  concern  us. 

The  question  is  not  who  wants  peace.  I 
think  everybody  wants  peace.  The  real 
question  is  what  is  the  best  way  to  achieve 
peace,  what  is  the  best  way  for  us  Americans 
to  keep  the  peace. 

I  think  you  have  a  clear  choice.  On  the 
one  hand  is  the  choice  of  a  government 
which  believes  that  the  best  way  to  keep 
peace  is  to  be  prepared  to  use  power  with 
restraint  and  to  always  be  firm  but  always 
be  fair.    And  this  is  the  policy  that  I  follow. 
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I  believe  we  must  turn  back  Communist 
aggression  wherever  it  threatens.  But  at  the 
same  time,  I  believe  that  we  must  work 
patiently  and  calmly  to  ease  the  tensions  in 
the  world  just  as  we  tried  to  ease  the  tensions 
and  the  differences  in  our  own  communities. 

I  believe  that  we  can  never  turn  our  back 
on  the  Communists  or  relax  our  guard.  But 
I  believe  that  we  can,  and  I  believe  that  we 
rr^ust,  try  to  convince  them  that  peace  is  just 
as  much  in  the  interest  of  their  people  as  it  is 
in  the  interest  of  our  people. 

I  believe  that  we  can  put  twice  as  many 
intercontinental  ballistic  missiles  over  the 
Soviet  Union  as  they  can  put  over  America. 
But  I  also  know  that  the  Russians  have 
the  power  to  kill  millions  of  my  people. 
There  would  not  be  "total"  victory,  but  there 
would  be  "total"  devastation,  and  the  sur- 
vivors would  be  jealous  of  the  dead. 

In  such  a  world  as  this,  a  nuclear  world, 
there  is  no  room  to  rattle  our  rockets,  or  to 
bluster  and  bluff  and  be  belligerent.  There 
is  room  only  for  courage  and  intelligence  and 
reason.  There  are  some  people  who  may 
believe  differendy. 

There  are  some  people  that  talk  about 
nuclear  war  as  if  it  were  inevitable,  and  of 
nuclear  bombs  as  if  diey  were  "merely  an- 
other weapon." 

They  sound  as  if  force  or  the  threat  of 
force  can  solve  our  problems.  This  is  dan- 
gerous talk.  Our  military  strength  is  vital 
to  our  security.  And  throughout  my  entire 
public  career  of  more  than  25  years  in  the 
Congress,  I  have  constantly  voted  to  increase 
our  military  strength  when  some  people  have 
voted  to  reduce  it. 

But  I  would  counsel  my  fellow  Americans 
today  in  this  friendly,  happy  crowd,  in  this 
beautiful  city  of  Belleville,  where  Americans 
love  their  country  and  they  are  out  here  to 
demonstrate  it — I  would  say  to  you  that  we 
cannot  and  we  must  not  use  this  strength  to 


try  to  compel,  to  try  to  frighten  others  into 
following  our  every  command.  That  course 
can  only  lead  to  constant  conflict. 

These  people  also  believe  that  the  United 
States  can  demand  quick  resolution  to  all 
the  problems  of  the  world.  From  the  way 
some  of  them  talk,  all  that  we  need  to  do 
is  to  snap  our  fingers  and  ancient  disputes 
that  have  gone  on  for  centuries  will  be  in- 
stantly setded. 

Well,  I  wish  there  was  some  giant  econ- 
omy size  aspirin  tablet  that  would  work  on 
international  headaches.  But  there  just  isn't. 
The  only  cure  is  patience  and  strength,  with 
reason  mixed  in. 

Some  people  seem  to  believe  that  we  can 
put  an  end  to  all  difficulty  and  danger,  and 
then  we  can  retire  from  the  world. 

Well,  that  is  just  not  so.  In  this  world, 
as  in  life,  itself,  there  is  no  escape  from  prob- 
lems, there  is  no  escape  from  peril.  The 
sound  of  gunfire  in  Asia  echoes  in  the  homes 
of  Illinois  and  Missouri.  An  angry  cry  for 
freedom  in  Africa  requires  patience  and  hu- 
man understanding  in  Washington. 

To  abandon  our  commitments,  to  with- 
draw from  our  responsibilities,  would  en- 
danger free  men  and  free  women  every- 
where, and  would  bring  the  hope  for  peace 
to  an  end.  I  don't  believe  that  you  want  to 
do  that. 

I  believe  in  victory,  the  victory  of  love  over 
hate,  the  victory  of  man's  hopes  over  man's 
fears,  the  victory  of  peace  over  war,  and  the 
victory  of  freedom  over  tyranny.  And  I  be- 
lieve you  believe  in  that,  too. 

In  the  shadow  of  this  afternoon  as  the  sun 
is  about  to  set,  we  stand  here  by  a  memorial 
to  a  great  President.  John  Fitzgerald  Ken- 
nedy also  believed  in  that  victory.  He  is 
gone  and  so  is  another  wonderful  man  who 
loved  peace  and  who  longed  for  the  day 
when  our  swords  would  become  plow- 
shares— ^President    Herbert    Hoover,    who 
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passed  away  yesterday.  On  his  90th  birth- 
day this  year,  President  Herbert  Hoover 
spoke  words  that  have  a  very  special  mean- 
ing here  today.  President  Hoover  was  a 
Republican.  I  am  a  Democrat.  But  his 
hopes  for  America  and  my  hopes  for  Amer- 
ica, his  hopes  for  humanity  and  my  hopes  for 
humanity  are  not  partisan. 

And  so  I  would  like  to  close  my  little  talk 
with  you  today  by  quoting  my  friend's  words, 
by  quoting  President  Hoover  who  was  my 
counselor  when  I  assumed  the  responsibilities 
of  the  President.  He  was  one  of  the  first 
to  call  and  extend  his  aid.  Here  are  the 
words  that  he  used,  and  I  quote,  and  I  hope 
you  will  listen  carefully: 

"Our  American  form  of  civilization  has 
been  deluged  with  rising  criticism  from  both 
home  and  abroad.  ...  So  perhaps  the  time 
has  come  for  Americans  to  take  stock  and  to 
think  something  good  about  themselves.  . . . 

"On  the  moral  and  spiritual  side  we  could 
suggest  that  .  .  .  (we)  fought  for  free  men 
in  two  world  wars  and  asked  no  indemnities, 
no  acquisition  of  territory,  no  domination 
over  other  peoples.  We  could  point  to  a 
spirit  of  Christian  compassion  such  as  the 
world  has  never  seen,  and  prove  it  by  the 
tons  of  food  and  clothing  and  billions  of 
dollars  we  have  provided  as  gifts  in  saving 
hundreds  of  millions  of  people  overseas  from 
famine,  and  many  governments  from 
collapse.  .  .  . 

"We  could  point  out  that  our  American 
system  has  achieved  the  greatest  productiv- 
ity, the  highest  standard  of  living  of  any 
nation  on  earth.  True,  we  have  large 
natural  resources — ^but  other  nations  also 
have  such  resources.  What,  then,  has 
brought  us  such  abundance? 

"We  have  freedom  of  choice.  And  the 
produce  of  our  freedom  is  the  stimulation  of 
our  energies,  initiative,  ingenuity,  and  cre- 
ative    faculties.    Freedom     is     the     open 


window  through  which  pours  the  sunlight 
of  the  human  spirit  and  of  human  dignity." 

Thus  said  a  great  President  who  has 
passed  on. 

Now,  in  this  campaign,  you  will  have  a 
decision  to  make.  Two  weeks  from  yester- 
day you  will  go  and  select  your  leaders  for 
this  country  and  the  leaders  for  the  free 
world  for  the  next  4  years. 

You  have  two  issues  that  stand  out:  Shall 
we  continue  the  foreign  policy  of  bipartisan- 
ship, where  Senator  Arthur  Vandenberg,  a 
Republican,  worked  with  President  Truman, 
a  Democrat,  to  stop  the  Communists  in 
Greece  and  Turkey? 

Shall  we  follow  the  bipartisan  policy  of 
President  Dwight  D.  Eisenhower,  who 
worked  with  Lyndon  Johnson,  a  Democratic 
leader  of  the  Senate,  in  the  crisis  in  the 
Strait  of  Formosa,  when  our  country  was 
united  and  we  put  our  country  ahead  of  our 
party? 

Shall  we  follow  the  policies  of  Senator 
Dirksen  and  Senator  Hickenlooper,  who 
worked  with  John  Fitzgerald  Kennedy  in 
the  Cuban  missile  crisis  and  in  the  test  ban 
treaty? 

Or  shall  we  go  ofiE  on  another  adventure  to 
fly  to  evils  that  we  know  not  of  on  a  very 
dangerous  course? 

You  will  decide  that  course. 

In  our  domestic  policy,  unemployment  in 
this  State  is  at  an  alltime  low.  Income  is  at 
an  alltime  high.  Corporation  profits  after 
taxes  this  year  are  up  $12  biUion.  Workers 
income  after  taxes  this  year  is  up  $60  billion. 

Yes,  in  the  words  of  our  great  President, 
this  country  is  moving  again.  That  is  what 
John  Fitzgerald  Kennedy  predicted  and  that 
is  what  we  are  doing. 

So  now  I  must  run  along.  I  leave  that 
choice  up  to  you.  I  hope  that  you  will  be 
understanding.  I  hope  that  you  will  do  your 
duty.    I  hope  you  will  realize  your  obliga- 
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tion.  The  spotlight  of  the  world  is  on 
America  on  November  3d.  They  are  going 
to  look  to  us  for  leadership. 

We  have  nev;^  governments  in  Germany, 
England,  in  the  Soviet  Union,  Italy,  and 
other  places.  They  have  seen  the  transition 
that  has  taken  place  since  President  Kennedy 
v^as  taken  from  us.  They  are  looking  to  see 
what  kind  of  leadership  you  are  going  to 
select. 

Well,  I  will  tell  you  what  kind  you  are 
going  to  select.  You  are  going  to  search 
your  conscience  and  regardless  of  what 
party  you  belong  to,  you  are  going  to  do  what 
your  conscience  tells  you  is  best  for  your 
country,  and  whatever  your  decision  is  it  will 


be  satisfactory  to  Hubert  Humphrey  and 
tome. 

Thank  you  very  much. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  5:40  p.m.  in  the  Public 
Square  at  Belleville,  111.  His  opening  words  referred 
to  Governor  Otto  Kerner,  Senator  Paul  H.  Douglas, 
Representative  Melvin  Price,  and  Lieutenant  Gov- 
ernor Samuel  Shapiro,  all  of  Illinois,  Mayor  Alvin  G. 
Fields  of  East  St.  Louis,  111.,  Paul  Powell,  Demo- 
cratic candidate  for  Secretary  of  State  for  Illinois,  and 
James  A.  Ronan,  chairman.  Democratic  State  Central 
Committee.  Later  in  his  remarks  he  referred  to, 
among  others.  Senators  Stuart  Symington  and  Ed- 
ward V.  Long  of  Missouri,  Donald  Gunn,  acting 
Mayor  of  St.  Louis,  Representatives  Leonor  K. 
Sullivan  and  Frank  M.  Karsten  of  Missouri,  Arthur 
H.  Vandenberg,  U.S.  Senator  from  Michigan  during 
the  Truman  administration.  Senator  Everett  Mc- 
Kinley  Dirksen  of  Illinois,  and  Senator  Bourke  B. 
Hickenlooper  of  Iowa. 
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Mr.  Chairman,  Governor  Dalton: 

Fm  with  good  neighbors  and  good  friends 
v^henever  Fm  in  the  State  of  Missouri! 

Mrs.  Johnson  and  I  feel  at  home  v^ith  Stu 
Symington,  one  of  the  great  and  w^ise  men  of 
the  United  States  Senate,  and  one  you  are 
going  to  return  with  a  landslide  majority 
November  3d. 

We  are  extremely  fond  of  your  junior 
Senator,  Ed  Long,  who  serves  Missouri  with 
such  distinction  in  the  Senate.  We  are 
happy  to  see  Leonor  Sullivan  and  Frank 
Karsten,  who  help  make  the  Missouri  dele- 
gation one  of  the  finest  in  Congress.  I  ap- 
preciate the  welcome  of  acting  Mayor  Gunn. 

I  am  glad  to  see  some  of  my  old  friends 
from  Missouri  on  the  platform.  There  are 
too  many  of  them  to  mention  them  all,  but  I 
particularly  was  happy  to  see  Mrs.  Freeman, 
Stan  "The  Man"  Musial,  my  old  friend  Tony 
Buford,  and  I  hope  that  Morris  Shenker  is 
right,  that  we  are  really  going  to  get  going 
out  here  by  November  3d. 


The  events  of  the  past  week  have  made 
clear  the  one  central  issue  in  this  election. 
That  issue  is  how  America  is  to  discharge  its 
responsibilities  as  the  leader  of  the  free 
world. 

These  events  have  brought  to  the  front  the 
underlying  crisis  of  our  period  of  history: 
the  struggle  between  those  who  wish  to  be 
free  and  those  who  want  to  enslave  mankind 
through  a  Communist  world  revolution. 

One  proposal  is  to  resolve  this  problem  by 
smashing  the  Communists  once  and  for  all 
through  military  means.  The  trouble  with 
this  solution  is  that  we  live  in  a  nuclear  age. 
A  full  nuclear  exchange  would  so  devastate 
the  Northern  Hemisphere  that  there  would 
be  no  victory  for  anyone. 

Hundreds  of  millions  of  people  would  be 
dead,  and  the  survivors  would  be  organized 
on  a  totalitarian  basis. 

The  other  course  is  the  one  that  has  com- 
mended itself  to  the  great  majority  of  Ameri- 
cans of  both  parties  for  more  than  a  half 
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century. 

It  offers  no  simple,  it  offers  no  easy,  solu- 
tion. It  marks  out  rather  the  Ten  Forces 
of  Freedom  that  we  must  draw  upon  to  fight 
and  to  defeat  communism. 

First,  we  fight  communism  through  a  de- 
fense  

[At  this  point  there  was  a  general  disturbance  in  the 
audience.'] 

Now  you  folks  come  on  and  be  happy, 
come  on  and  be  happy.  You  will  find  a  few 
like  this  in  nearly  any  big  crowd.  But  they 
are  getting  fewer  and  fewer  as  the  days 
go  on. 

You  know,  I  visited  downstate  Illinois  for 
a  while  this  afternoon,  and  we  never  saw 
such  large  crowds.  But  a  good  Republican 
came  up  to  me  and  said,  "I  remember  when 
you  were  Democratic  leader  and  you  were 
serving  under  a  Republican  administration, 
and  a  Republican  President,  President 
Eisenhower. 

"And  I  always  believed  that  you  put  your 
country  first,  that  you  did  what  was  best  for 
America  because  you  thought  that  was  what 
was  best  for  all  the  people,  and  if  it  was  good 
for  America  it  was  good  for  you." 

He  said,  "I  have  noticed  in  the  last  48 
hours  a  trend  of  Republicans  away  from  the 
leadership,  the  temporary  leadership,  of  their 
own  party." 

He  said,  "It  is  not  backlash;  that  is  gone. 
It  is  not  frontlash.  It  is  the  smear  lash. 
Because  when  some  people  get  desperate  they 
get  dangerous,  and  when  they  get  dangerous 
they  are  not  cautious.  And  when  they  get 
to  fearing  and  doubting  and  smearing — 
why,  even  some  of  their  own  people  don't 
want  to  go  along  with  them!" 

So  I  want  to  say  to  all  of  you  good  people, 
whether  you  are  Democrats,  Republicans,  or 
Independents,  we  want  to  welcome  you  to  a 
program  that  puts  your  country  first  regard- 
less of  your  party. 


We  have  no  unkind  words  to  say  about 
anyone.  We  don't  indulge  in  any  muck- 
raking or  any  mudslinging,  because  we  don't 
think  that  is  what  the  American  people  will 
listen  to.  We  think  they  want  to  have  the 
issues  discussed.  They  want  to  have  their 
leaders  tell  them  what  their  problems  are, 
and  they  don't  want  to  deal  in  personalities. 

I  was  talking  to  you  about  the  hundreds 
of  millions  of  people  in  the  world  that  would 
be  dead  and  the  survivors  would  be  orga- 
nized on  a  totalitarian  basis.  The  other 
course  that  we  can  follow,  that  has  com- 
mended itself  to  the  great  majority  of  Ameri- 
cans of  both  parties,  is  that  we  mark  out 
Ten  Forces  of  Freedom  that  we  draw  upon 
to  fight  and  defeat  communism — Ten  Forces. 

Now,  what  are  those  ten?  I  want  to  out- 
line them  briefly  and  hurriedly,  because  I  am 
grateful  for  this  wonderful,  large,  inspiring 
audience  and  I  don't  want  to  keep  you  too 
long. 

First,  we  fight  communism  through  a  de- 
fense establishment  that  your  own  man 
Stuart  Symington  has  had  a  great  deal  to  do 
with  building,  that  is  powerful  enough  to 
make  it  completely  clear  that  if  the  Com- 
munists themselves  resort  to  war  it  will  lead 
to  their  own  complete  destruction. 

Second,  we  fight  communism  by  strength- 
ening the  defense  capacity  of  other  nations 
and  other  people,  who  want  to  be  free  and 
who  do  not  want  to  be  enslaved  by  the 
Communists. 

Third,  we  fight  communism  by  maintain- 
ing superiority  in  every  field  of  science  and 
technology  which  does  or  can  affect  the  se- 
curity of  our  Nation. 

This  applies  to  the  exploration  of  outer 
space.  We  dare  not  leave  this  area  of  our 
universe  to  become  a  monopoly  in  the  hands 
of  those  who  would  destroy  freedom.  We 
must  therefore  obtain  and  maintain  a  leader- 
ship for  the  free  world  in  outer  space  and 
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we  are  trying  to  do  that. 

Fourth,  we  fight  communism  by  giving 
our  support  to  the  concepts  of  Hberty  upon 
which  our  Republic  was  founded.  And  this 
means  very  especially  the  determination  to 
be  fair,  to  be  just,  to  ensure  that  all  of  our 
citizens,  regardless  of  creed,  religion,  na- 
tional origin,  or  color  enjoy  the  liberties 
which  are  inherent  in  the  notion  of  freedom. 

Fifth,  we  fight  communism  by  building  a 
Great  Society  here  at  home.  We  must  show 
the  world  that  the  processes  of  freedom  can 
contribute  more  to  human  dignity  and  hu- 
man well-being  than  can  the  Communist 
totalitarianism.  The  Great  Society  is  a 
powerful  weapon  against  man's  enslavement. 

Sixth,  we  fight  communism  by  uniting  na- 
tions and  uniting  people  in  their  determina- 
tion to  be  free.  You  do  not  divide  your 
forces.  People  who  would  defeat  us  want  to 
divide  us,  and  conquer  us.  They  want  us  to 
hate  each  other  instead  of  love  each  other. 
They  want  one  group  going  one  direction 
and  one  group  going  the  other  direction. 
Now  is  the  time  for  all  good  Americans  to 
come  to  the  aid  of  their  country,  and  unite 
behind  their  country. 

In  this  hemisphere  we  had  a  vote  the  other 
day  in  the  Organization  of  American  States, 
and  19  out  of  the  20  countries  in  this  hemi- 
sphere voted  together.  This  means  in  the 
Western  Hemisphere  that  we  must  have  sup- 
port for  our  Alliance  for  Progress.  The  al- 
liance represents  a  commitment  to  help  the 
people  of  this  hemisphere  achieve  economic 
and  social  development. 

Seventh,  we  fight  communism  by  support- 
ing the  Peace  Corps.  The  young  men  and 
women  that  I  see  out  there  in  that  audience, 
the  young  men  and  women  that  I  have  seen 
all  around  the  world,  have  put  on  their  hats 
and  rolled  up  their  sleeves  and  gone  out  into 
the  world  to  show  them  what  American  life 
is  like. 


They  are  tonight,  as  we  meet  here,  dem- 
onstrating in  the  villages  and  in  the  country- 
sides of  dozens  and  dozens  of  countries  what 
we  in  America  as  a  people  are  all  about. 
They  are  stimulating  the  young  people  of 
other  lands  to  commit  themselves  to  public 
service  in  the  interest  of  their  own  freedom. 
And  we  need  more  young  men  and  young 
women  in  the  service  of  this  country. 

And  when  I  am  elected  your  President 
November  3d,  I  am  going  to  send  out  special 
talent  teams  to  bring  young  men  and  women 
into  the  service  of  their  country. 

Eighth,  we  fight  communism  by  expand- 
ing world  trade.  The  free  world  has  dem- 
onstrated its  capacity  to  perform  economi- 
cally far  beyond  the  capabilities  of  the 
muscle-bound  Communist  economies. 

The  bonds  of  trade  can  tie  free  men  to- 
gether and  give  them  a  community  of  in- 
terest. Do  you  know,  I  looked  at  the  figures 
yesterday,  and  since  this  administration  came 
into  power,  our  exports  to  foreign  countries 
have  increased  by  more  than  25  percent. 

So  what  we  want  to  do  is  not  only  have 
peace  in  the  world,  and  avoid  a  nuclear  holo- 
caust that  would  wipe  out  300  million  men 
and  women  overnight,  but  we  want  to  have 
peace  at  home. 

We  want  the  capitalist  who  invests  his 
dollar  to  know  that  it  is  not  going  to  be  con- 
fiscated and  that  he  has  a  right  to  expect  a 
reasonable  and  fair  return. 

We  want  the  manager  that  manages  that 
dollar  and  that  worker  who  gets  up  at  day- 
light and  outlines  his  plans,  and  sometimes 
works  until  midnight  and  develops  stomach 
ulcers — we  want  him  to  have  a  good  bonus 
at  the  end  of  the  year  so  that  he  has  an  incen- 
tive and  something  to  work  for. 

And  to  the  worker  who  stands  there 
putting  those  rivets  in  the  cars  as  they  come 
down  the  assembly  line  every  27  seconds,  he 
has  to  have  his  job  done;  to  the  workers  of 
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America — and  we  want  them  to  have  their 
social  security  program,  and  not  a  voluntary 
one,  either — we  want  them  to  work  fewer 
hours  per  day  and  fewer  days  per  week.  We 
want  them  to  have  more  leisure  and  more 
recreation  for  themselves. 

We  now  have  the  average  manufacturing 
pay  in  this  country  up  to  $104  a  week,  the 
highest  in  the  history  of  any  nation  in  the 
world.  We  tonight  have  72.5  million  people 
employed.  We  have  today  the  businessmen 
of  this  country  earning  |i2  billion  this  year, 
the  year  I  have  been  President,  |i2  billion 
more  than  they  did  last  year  after  taxes. 

We  have  the  stocks  on  the  exchanges  today 
worth  $ioo-odd  billion  more  than  they  were 
worth  last  November  22d,  when  we  took 
over.  We  have  the  workers  of  America  to- 
night, this  year,  drawing  f  60  billion  more 
after  taxes  than  they  did  last  year. 

That  is  the  kind  of  country  we  want.  We 
want  peace  between  the  capitalists,  we  want 
peace  between  the  management,  we  want 
peace  between  the  workers. 

Do  you  know  that  we  have  lost  this  year 
less  time  due  to  strikes  than  we  have  lost  in 
any  year  in  our  national  history,  except  dur- 
ing the  war  years  when  they  had  no  strikes  ? 
We  haven't  lost  i  percent  of  the  hours 
worked  because  of  strikes,  not  one-half,  not 
one-quarter — fourteen  one-hundredths  of  i 
percent  of  our  time  has  been  lost. 

So,  ladies  and  gentlemen,  we  have  the 
capitalist,  we  have  the  manager,  we  have  the 
worker,  and  we  have  the  Government — all 
working  shoulder  to  shoulder,  not  fearing, 
not  doubting,  not  hating,  but  hoping  and 
believing  and  producing  and  leading  the  rest 
of  the  world.  We  are  going  to  fight  com- 
munism by  building  a  family  of  free  men 
through  the  widest  opportunity  for  interna- 
tional exchanges,  in  the  fields  of  all  human 
activities. 

We  have  our  scientists  on  their  way  to  the 


Soviet  Union  this  month  to  sit  down  and 
talk  to  them  and  try  to  evolve  ways  and 
means  to  convert  the  sea  water  of  the  oceans 
and  take  the  salt  out  of  it  so  we  can  make  the 
deserts  of  this  country  bloom.  We  are  try- 
ing to  understand  mankind  instead  of  de- 
stroy mankind. 

We  are  the  mightiest  nation  in  all  the 
world.  We  have  more  power  than  any 
other  nation  in  the  world  to  destroy.  But 
we  don't  want  to  destroy.  We  have  more 
power  than  all  the  nations  put  together. 
But  we  don't  intend  to  bury  anyone.  We 
just  don't  intend  to  be  buried. 

We  are  not  going  to  ratde  our  rockets  and 
bluff  with  our  bombs.  We  are  going  to 
always  be  alert,  and  cautious,  and  careful, 
and  realize  that  we  are  dealing  with  the  lives 
of  3  billion  people  that  live  in  the  world  and 
that  we  are  a  small  minority  of  190  million. 
We  are  going  to  keep  our  guard  up,  but  our 
hand  out. 

We  are  willing  to  go  anywhere  and  talk  to 
anybody  that  offers  us  any  hope  of  promoting 
better  relations  between  nations.  We  would 
rather  talk  than  fight. 

We  will  not  withdraw  from  the  United 
Nations.  We  will  strengthen  it.  We  will 
make  firm  the  Atlantic  partnership,  and  we 
will  build  new  bridges  from  it  to  the  other 
nations  of  the  free  world,  and  we  won't  do  it 
through  a  task  force;  we  will  do  it  through 
the  official  channels  of  our  Government. 

This  course  has  been  charted  over  a  half 
century  by  the  Presidents  of  both  parties. 
President  Woodrow  Wilson  saw  it,  but  he 
died  a  martyr  to  his  frustrations.  A  few 
men  doubted  and  feared  and  hated,  and  they 
blocked  his  plans  for  a  successful  League  of 
Nations. 

President  Herbert  Hoover,  whose  passing 
sobers  us  tonight,  pushed  that  course  for- 
ward. So  did  the  four  great  Presidents  who 
followed   him,   Democrat   and    Republican 
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alike.  And  this  is  the  course  which  we  must 
follow  if  the  fight  for  freedom  is  to  be  won 
without  the  destruction  of  the  civilized 
world. 

This  is  the  course  that  I  propose  to  follow 
as  your  leader  with  the  help  of  your  Con- 
gressmen, with  the  help  of  your  two  great 
Senators,  with  the  help  of  your  Governor, 
and  all  of  those  who  treasure  peace  in  the 
world. 

I  hope  that  you  folks  will  try  to  help  us, 
try  to  remember  that  one  of  the  best  ways 
that  you  can  help  us  is  to  send  Sid  McClana- 
han,  the  Democratic  candidate,  to  Congress 
to  help  us  in  the  next  session. 

It  was  about  1 1  months  ago  when  we  had 
a  terrible  tragedy  and  in  the  matter  of 
moments  I  had  to  assume  the  responsibilities 
of  the  Presidency.  I  said  that  night — when 
I  walked  into  the  White  House — to  the  peo- 
ple of  this  Nation  and  to  the  people  of  the 
world  that  with  God's  help  and  your  prayers 
I  would  do  my  dead  level  best. 

Our  beloved  President,  John  Fitzgerald 
Kennedy,  had  sent  to  the  Congress  51  major 
recommendations  that  were  pending  on 
November  22d.  Many  of  them  he  had 
worked  on — ^long  and  hard.  Many  of  them 
had  proceeded  through  this  committee  or 
that.  But  there  were  51  there  that  needed 
acting  upon.  I  talked  to  your  Senators,  they 
talked  to  their  colleagues,  I  talked  to  your 
Congressmen  and  they  talked  to  their  col- 
leagues, sometimes  men  of  both  parties. 

The  other  night  when  the  Congress  was 
leaving,  I  sat  there  late  in  the  White  House 
waiting  to  receive  the  call,  and  I  looked  over 
that  list  of  51  unfinished  matters  that  were 
left  to  my  stewardship,  and  left  to  the  Con- 
gress. Together  we  had  passed  every  one 
of  the  51  through  the  United  States  Senate. 
We  didn't  get  the  Appalachia  bill,  we  didn't 
get  the  coffee  agreement  bill,  and  we  didn't 


get  medical  care  through  the  House.  But 
we  are  going  to  do  that  when  we  get  back  to 
Washington  next  year. 

No  one  man  can  lead  this  country.  No 
dozen  men  can  lead  it.  We  have  50  states 
with  50  different  populations,  with  almost 
that  many  religions,  with  men  of  many 
colors,  of  different  atmospheres,  of  different 
environments,  of  different  training,  of 
different  education. 

Theodore  Roosevelt,  the  great  Republican 
President,  once  said,  "The  President  of  the 
United  States  is  the  steward  of  all  the  Na- 
tion." And  I  want  so  much  to  be  the  Presi- 
dent of  all  the  people. 

I  want  a  government  that  will  encourage 
business  instead  of  harass  it,  but  I  don't  want 
a  business  government. 

I  want  a  government  that  will  lend  a  help- 
ing, encouraging  hand  to  labor  and  the 
workingman,  who  never  has  too  much,  but 
I  don't  want  a  labor  government. 

I  want  a  government  that  is  fair  and  just 
and  equitable  with  the  farmer,  but  I  don't 
want  a  government  that  is  run  by  the  farm 
bloc. 

I  want  a  government  of  business,  and 
labor,  and  farmer,  all  of  them  working 
shoulder  to  shoulder,  doing  what  is  best  for 
their  country,  because  when  you  do  what  is 
best  for  America,  you  do  what  is  best  for 
yourselves. 

November  the  3d  you  are  going  to  have  to 
do  your  duty.  You  are  going  to  have  to 
stand  up  there  as  good  American  men  and 
women  should  and  walk  in  that  polling  place 
and  make  that  decision  for  your  Nation. 

The  rest  of  the  world  is  looking  at  the 
kind  of  government  that  you  are  going  to 
provide,  the  kind  of  leadership  that  you  are 
going  to  select. 

I  didn't  come  out  here  to  tell  you  what  you 
ought  to  do  or  what  you  would  do.    I  have 
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too  much  confidence  in  your  intelligence  to 
have  any  doubt  about  what  you  are  going 
to  do. 

But  I  do  want  you  to  know  since  I  was  a 
little  boy  that  went  to  the  post  office,  in  the 
general  store,  the  first  time  and  put  on  my 
first  pair  of  Buster  Brown  shoes  that  were 
made  here  in  St.  Louis,  I  have  always  had 
great  faith  in  the  people  of  Missouri. 

I  know  they  are  going  to  do  their  duty, 
and  I  know  when  they  do  their  duty  on 
November  the  3d  that  I  am  going  to  get  a 
telephone  call  down  at  my  little  ranch  on 
the  banks  of  the  Pedernales  saying,  "Every- 


thing went  all  right  in  St.  Louis  and  Missouri 
today." 

note;  The  President  spoke  at  6:46  p.m.  from  a 
platform  erected  at  Eighth  and  Locust  Streets  in 
St.  Louis,  Mo.  His  opening  words  referred  to  John 
J.  Dwyer,  chairman  of  the  St.  Louis  City  Democratic 
Committee,  and  Governor  John  M.  Dalton  of  Mis- 
souri. Later  he  referred  to  Senators  Stuart  Syming- 
ton and  Edward  V.  Long,  and  Representatives 
Leonor  K.  Sullivan  and  Frank  M.  Karsten,  all  of 
Missouri,  Donald  Gunn,  acting  Mayor  of  St.  Louis, 
Mrs.  Frankie  Freeman,  Stan  Musial,  Special  Con- 
sultant to  the  President  on  Physical  Fimess,  Anthony 
Buford,  St.  Louis  attorney,  Morris  Shenker,  St.  Louis 
attorney  and  coordinator  of  the  Johnson  campaign, 
and  Sidney  B.  McClanahan,  Democratic  candidate 
for  Representative. 
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I  HAD  my  second  meeting  this  morning 
with  some  of  the  most  distinguished  men  in 
this  country — members  of  my  panel  of  con- 
sultants on  foreign  affairs.  Many  of  these 
men — like  General  Bradley,  Mr.  Dulles,  Mr. 
McCloy,  Mr.  Lovett,  Mr.  Hoffman,  and  Mr. 
Acheson — have  played  great  parts  in  our 
bipartisan  foreign  policy  over  the  last  20 
years,  and  I  value  these  opportunities  to  meet 
and  talk  with  them  frankly. 

Part  of  our  business  was  to  discuss  the 
events  abroad  which  have  occurred  in  die 
last  week,  but  my  main  purpose  was  to  ask 
their  help  in  thinking  ahead  to  the  great 
problems  which  this  country  will  have  to  face 
after  the  coming  election,  whoever  is  chosen 
to  go  on. 

I  asked  these  men  to  give  me  their  counsel 
on  three  important  matters: 

First:  Our  relations  with  Communist  coun- 
tries. We  must  both  defend  freedom  and 
advance  the  prospects  of  peace. 

Second:  The  affairs  of  the  great  Adantic 


Community.  We  intend  to  move  on  to 
greater  achievement  in  a  partnership  which 
has  gained  so  much  in  strength  over  the  last 
15  years. 

Third:  The  struggle  to  limit  the  spread  of 
nuclear  weapons. 

I  expressed  to  the  panel  my  own  strong 
sense  of  urgent  purpose  in  all  three  of  these 
areas,  and  I  have  asked  them  to  continue  in 
working  session  with  Secretary  Rusk,  Secre- 
tary McNamara,  and  others  of  my  senior 
advisers  within  the  Government. 

I  expect  to  meet  again  in  the  weeks  ahead 
with  the  members  of  this  panel,  and  I  want 
to  take  this  occasion  to  express  my  gratitude 
for  their  willingness  to  serve  their  country  in 
this  way. 

note:  For  the  President's  first  meeting  vsrith  the  mem- 
bers of  the  panel  see  Item  591.  The  panel  vv^as  first 
announced  by  the  President  at  his  news  conference 
of  September  9.  For  a  list  of  the  members  see 
Item  563  [5]. 

The  statement  was  read  by  the  President  to  mem- 
bers of  the  press  in  the  White  House  Theater. 
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6(^j    Statement  by  the  President  Upon  Making  Public  a  Tabulation 
of  Major  Industry  Gains,  1961-64.     October  22,  1964 


THESE  impressive  gains  made  by  our  major 
industries  show  clearly  what  has  been  ac- 
complished through  the  cooperative  efforts 
of  business,  labor,  and  Government  in  the 
past  3K  years.  They  reflect  the  sustained 
prosperity  which  our  economy  has  enjoyed. 


They  are  the  product  of  our  private  enter- 
prise system,  operating  in  a  favorable  climate 
created  by  the  Revenue  Acts  of  1962  and 
1964  and  other  measures  sponsored  by  this 
administration. 


Industry  and  item 


PROGRESS  IN  12.  MAJOR  INDUSTRIES,    I361-I964 

Beginning  of 
Kennedy- 
Johnson 
Adminis- 
Unit  tration — 1961 


Latest  available 
figures — 1964 


Percent 
increase 


Iron  and  steel: 

Industrial  production Index  1957-59=  100    76  (Jan.) 

(seas,  adj.)- 

Exports $  Million! iio(xdQ).  .. 

New  plant  and  equipment  expendi-  $  Million  (seas.           1,350  (ist  CJ)  • 

tures.  ad j . ,  annual  rate). 

After  tax  profits $  Million  1 119  (id  CJ). . . 

Nonferrous  metals : 

Industrial  production Index  1957-59  =  100    loo.o  (Jan.). . 

(seas.  adj.). 

Exports $  Million  ^ 100  (id  Q).  . . 

New  plant  and  equipment  expendi-  $  Million  (seas.           300  (ist  Q) . . . 

tures.  adj.,  annual  rate). 

After  tax  profits $  Million  1 137  (id  Q).  . . 

Food  and  beverage: 

Industrial  production Index  1957-59=  100    108.3  (Jan.).  . 

(seas.  adj.). 

Exports $  Million  1 705  (id  Q).  •  • 

New  plant  and  equipment  expendi-  $  Million  (seas.            950  (ist  Q) . . . 

tures.  adj.,  annual  rate). 

After  tax  profits $  Million  1 340  (id  Q).  . . 

Petroleum  products : 

Industrial  production Index  1957-59=  100    lo^.i  (Jan.).  . 

(seas.  adj.). 

Exports $  Million  1 loi  (id  Q). . . 

New  plant  and  equipment  expendi-  $  Million  (seas.           2.,70o  (ist  Q). 

tures.  ad  j . ,  annual  rate). 

After  tax  profits $  Million  1 711  (id  Q) 

Paper  and  paper  products: 

Industrial  production Index  1957-59=  100    io7-  2-  (Jan.) . . . 

(seas.  adj.). 

Exports $  Million  1 68  (id  Q) 

See  footnote  at  end  of  table. 


134  (Sept.) je.y 


166  (id  Q) 

1,600  (4th  Q,  est.). 

50.9 
18.5 

3^5(^dQ) 

41.9 

i33.i(Aug.) 

33-2- 

117&CIQ) 

500  (4th  Q,  est.).. . 

17.  Q 

ioo(idQ) 

46.0 

iio.i(Aug.) 

10.9 

1,003  (id  Q) 

950  (4th  Q,  est.)... 

42-3 

400  (id  Q) 

17.6 

iii.7(Aug.) 

14.6 

105  (id  Q) 

3,550  (4th  Q,  est.). 

4.0 
31-5 

96o(idQ) 

34.8 

i3i.4(Aug.) 

94&dQ) 


2-3-5 
38.i 
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PROGRESS  IN  12.  MAJOR  INDUSTRIES,  I961-I964 COntinucd 

Beginning  of 
Kennedy- 
Johnson 

Adminis-  Latest  available        Percent 

Industry  and  item  Unit  tration — 1961  figures — 1964  increase 

Paper  and  paper  products — Con. 
New  plant  and  equipment  expendi-    $  Million  (seas.  750  (ist  Q) —     1,000  (4th  Q.,  est.).  33. 3 

tures.  adj.,  annual  rate). 

After  tax  profits $  Million  ^ 151  (id  Q) 194  (id  Q) 2.8.5 

Chemicals : 

Industrial  production Index  1957-59=  100    115. 3  (Jan.).  .  .     161. i  (Aug.) 39. 7 

(seas.  adj.). 

Exports $  Million  1 448  (id  Q) 547  (id  Q) 11.  i 

New  plant  and  equipment  expendi-    $  Million  (seas.  1,500  (ist  Q). .     1,050  (4th  Q,  est.). .         36.7 

tures.  adj.,  annual  rate). 

After  tax  profits $  Million  ^ 566  (id  Q) 765  (id  CJ) 35. 2. 

Textile: 

Industrial  production Index  1957-59= 100    96.1  (Jan.) 113.9  C-^^gO 2.8. 8 

(seas.  adj.). 

Exports $  Million  1 114  (id  Q) 153  (id  Q) 34. 1 

New  plant  and  equipment  expendi-    $  Million  (seas,  adj.,  500  (ist  Q) 900  (4th  Q.,  est.). .  80.  o 

tures.  annual  rate). 

After  tax  profits $  Million  ^ 60  (id  Q) 108  (id  Q) 80.  o 

Nonelectrical  machinery: 

Industrial  production Index  1957-59= 100    101  (Jan.) 146  (Sept.) 43.  i 

(seas.  adj.). 

Exports $  Million  1 899  (id  Q). . . .     1,108  (id  Q) 34. 4 

New  plant  and  equipment  expendi-    $  Million  (seas,  adj.,  1,150  (ist  Q). .     1,600  (4th  Q,  est.).  39.  i 

tures.  annual  rate). 

After  tax  profits $  Million  1 309  (id  Q) 553  (2-d  Q) 79.  o 

Motor  vehicles  and  parts: 

Industrial  production Index  1957-59=  100     98  (Jan.) 151  (Sept.) 55.1 

(seas.  adj.). 

Exports $  Million  1 170  (id  Q). . . .     398  (id  Q) 47. 4 

New  plant  and  equipment  expend-    $  Million  (seas.  700  (ist  Q) 1,500  (4th  Q,  est.).         114.  3 

itures.  adj.,  annual  rate). 

After  tax  profits $  Million  ^ 419  (id  Q) 945  (id  Q) 110.  3 

Transportation    equipment    (except 
motor  vehicles): 

Industrial  production Index  1957-59=  100     94  (Jan.) no  (Sept.) 17.  o 

(seas.  adj.). 

Exports $  Million  1 190  (id  Q) 116  (id  Q) —33. 7 

New  plant  and  equipment  expendi-    $  Million  (seas.  400  (ist  Q) 500  (4th  Q,  est.). . .  15.  o 

tures.  adj.,  annual  rate). 

After  tax  profits $  Million  ^ 79  (2-d  Q) 150  (id  Q) 89. 9 

Mining: 

Production Index  1957-59=  100    101.4  (Jan.). . .     113.0  (Sept.) 10. 4 

(seas.  adj.). 

New  plant  and  equipment  expendi-    $  Million  (seas.  950  (ist  CJ) 1,100  (4th  Q,  est.) .  15.  8 

tures.                                                  ad  j . ,  annual  rate). 
After  tax  profits n.a n.a n.a. 

See  footnote  at  end  of  table. 
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PROGRESS  IN  II  MAJOR  INDUSTRIES,   I961-I964 COntinUCd 


Industry  and  item 


Unit 


Beginning  of 
Kennedy- 
Johnson 
Adminis-  Latest  available        Percent 

tration — 1961  figures — 1964  increase 


Electrical  utilities: 

Industrial  production Index  1957-59  =  100    116.8  (Jan.). . .     152..0  (Sept.) 30.  i 

(seas.  adj.). 

New  plant  and  equipment  expendi-  $  Million  (seas.  5>35o  (ist  Q). .     6,000  (4th  Q,  est.).  ii.  i 

tures .  ad  j . ,  annual  rate). 

After  tax  profits  (large  corpora-  $  Million 447(idQ)i —     54i(2.dCJ)^ 2.1.3 

tions  only). 

1  Since  seasonally  adjusted  data  are  not  available,  the  second  quarter  figures  are  used  in  both  years  for 
purposes  of  comparison. 


698    Recorded  Remarks  on  die  19th  Anniversary  of  the  United 
Nations.     October  23,  1964 


TOMORROW  we  celebrate  the  19th  birth- 
day of  the  United  Nations.  All  over 
America  and  in  112  other  countries,  thought- 
ful people  will  salute  the  U.N.'s  work  of 
peace. 

In  these  19  years  the  United  Nations  has 
done  well.  Nineteen  years  after  the  League 
of  Nations  was  founded,  in  1938  the  world's 
hopes  for  peace  were  dying  in  the  shame  of 
Munich.  Today  the  United  Nations  is 
strong.    Our  hopes  for  peace  are  high. 

For  19  years,  in  every  corner  of  the  world, 
U.N.  missions  have  helped  to  keep  the  peace. 
At  the  same  time,  U.N.  agencies  have  been 
at  war  with  the  enemies  of  man  that  pay  no 
attention  to  national  frontiers — hunger,  and 
sickness,  and  ignorance. 

The  victories  of  the  United  Nations  do 
not  always  make  headlines,  but  they  do  make 
history.  The  United  Nations  is  teaching  all 
of  us  to  work  with  other  peoples  as  a  good 
and  necessary  part  of  our  own  national  life. 
The  United  Nations  is  not  perfect  at  all. 
This  year,  in  fact,  it  faces  a  real  crisis  unless 
all  of  its  members  can  agree  to  bear  their  fair 
share  of  its  costs.    But  we  will  not  tremble 


before  every  passing  threat  and  we  will  not 
give  up  our  glowing  hope  for  the  U.N.'s 
future. 

More  than  85  percent  of  Americans  are  in 
favor  of  the  United  Nations,  and  so  am  I. 
We  will  never  withdraw  from  the  United 
Nations  and  we  will  never  do  anything  to 
weaken  it.  Instead,  we  will  try  to  be  the 
very  first  among  those  who  work  to  make  it 
grow  in  strength  and  in  service  to  peace. 

As  we  celebrate  the  U.N.'s  birthday,  we 
should  all  take  a  moment  to  pay  tribute  to 
four  great  men  who  helped  make  it  strong. 
Two  have  been  in  the  doctors'  hands  lately, 
Dwight  Eisenhower  and  Harry  Truman. 
Fortunately,  both  of  them  are  on  the  mend. 
Two  are  gone — ^Franklin  Roosevelt  and 
John  Kennedy. 

So  let  us  give  special  thanks  today  for 
President  Roosevelt,  who  created  the  United 
Nations,  and  for  President  Kennedy,  who 
loved  it  so  well. 

For  myself,  I  can  only  repeat  what  I  said  to 
Secretary  General  U  Thant  at  a  dark  hour 
last  November:  It  will  be  hard  to  be  a  more 
vigorous    and    eflective    supporter    of   the 
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United  Nations  than  President  Kennedy 
was,  but  if  I  can  manage  it,  that  is  what  I 
will  be. 


note:  The  President's  remarks  were  video-taped  in 
the  Theater  at  the  White  House. 


699    Recorded  Remarks  Congratulating  the  U.S.  Olympic 
Team  and  the  Members  of  the  U.S.  Olympic 
Committee.     October  23,  1964 


I  WANT  to  extend  the  congratulations  of  all 
your  fellow  Americans  for  the  championship 
performance  and  the  sportsmanlike  spirit  of 
our  U.S.  competitors  at  the  1964  Olympics. 
We  are  all  proud  of  the  record  that  you 
have  made  and  the  way  in  which  you  have 
served  as  ambassadors  of  good  will  for  our 
country.  You  have  made  clear  the  vigor  and 
the  fair  play  that  best  represent  our  own 
national  character.  You  and  the  athletes 
from  other  nations  have  provided  heartening 
testimony  that  common  ground  can  be  found 
among  the  people  of  this  earth,  and  that 
genuine  fellowship  is  attainable. 


Healthy  competition  can  be  a  spur  to  bring 
out  the  best  in  all  of  us,  and  international 
understanding  that  leads  to  peace  is  possible 
even  in  the  presently  troubled  world. 

We  are  proud  of  you,  and  gratified  for  the 
example  that  you  have  set.  As  soon  as  the 
team  members  return,  I  will  invite  all  of  the 
winners  of  medals  in  this  year's  games  to 
join  me  here  for  lunch  at  the  White  House 
in  the  Capital  City  so  that  I  can  personally 
express  to  them  the  happiness  of  a  proud  and 
grateful  nation. 

note:  The  President's  remarks  were  video-taped  in 
the  Theater  at  the  White  House.  For  his  remarks  at 
the  luncheon  for  the  medal  winners  see  Item  782. 


700    Recorded  Remarks  After  Further  Study  of  the  Report  of  the 
Council  on  Pennsylvania  Avenue.     October  23,  1964 


LAST  June,  shortly  after  I  received  the  re- 
port of  the  Council  on  Pennsylvania  Avenue, 
I  stated  that  I  would  welcome  widespread  re- 
action to  the  Council's  proposals.  There  has 
been  reaction,  almost  all  of  it  favorable,  from 
many  quarters. 

During  these  past  months,  I  have  also  been 
able  to  give  the  Council's  report  some  further 
study.  Although  I  recognize  that  details 
may  require  modification,  and  that  any  plan 
such  as  this  must  remain  flexible,  I  believe 
that  it  should  be  accepted  as  a  worthy  and 
challenging  goal  for  our  Nation's  most  im- 
portant street,  our  Nation's  ceremonial  drive. 

The  new  building  for  the  Federal  Bureau 


of  Investigation  is  already  being  designed  in 
accordance  with  the  plan.  Private  develop- 
ment, which  has  already  begun,  should  also 
have  the  plan  as  a  guide.  Every  Govern- 
ment agency  and  department  which  received 
and  reported  on  the  Council's  plan  has  ap- 
proved it,  some  with  suggestions  for  improve- 
ment or  for  further  study. 

I  was  particularly  impressed  by  the  ap- 
proval of  the  National  Capital  Planning 
Commission,  which  really  has  the  major  re- 
sponsibility for  the  development  of  the  city; 
by  the  Commission  of  Fine  Arts;  and  by  the 
District  of  Columbia  Board  of  Commis- 
sioners.   I  have  likewise  been  heartened  by 
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the  enthusiastic  response  to  the  plan  from 
so  many  national  and  local  organizations  con- 
cerned with  the  development  of  our  Nation's 
Capital. 

Congress  must,  of  course,  be  consulted, 
and  must  approve  the  concept  of  the  plan. 
Meanvi^hile,    hov^ever,    I    believe    that   v^^e 


should  undertake  an  immediate  study  of  the 
best  arrangements  for  implementing  the  plan 
and  making  v^hatever  adjustments  and 
modifications  may  be  necessary. 

note:  The  President's  remarks  were  video-taped  in 
the  Theater  at  the  White  House.  For  his  earlier 
remarks  after  receiving  the  Council's  report  in  June, 
see  Item  379  [12]. 


701     Remarks  on  the  River  Front  in  Memphis. 
October  24,  1964 


Mr.  Chairman,  Governor  Clement: 

It  is  good  to  see  so  many  old  and  true 
friends  here  in  Memphis  today.  I  am  deeply 
touched  by  that  most  eloquent  introduction 
by  that  man  who  has  been  such  a  faithful 
Democrat,  your  great  Governor,  and  my  old- 
time  friend,  Frank  Clement. 

I  always  want  to  come  to  Tennessee  be- 
cause I  get  to  see  one  of  my  most  reliable 
allies  and  your  able  former  Governor,  my 
beloved  friend,  Buford  Ellington. 

My  good  friend  with  whom  I  served  in  the 
Congress  and  who  was  once  your  distin- 
guished mayor  gave  me  a  good  welcome  to- 
day, my  old  friend  Walter  Chandler.  And 
throughout  the  years  your  Congressman  and 
his  beloved  and  most  capable  wife  have  been 
some  of  the  best  friends  Lady  Bird  and  I 
have.  Cliff  and  Carrie  Davis. 

It  is  good,  too,  to  be  here  on  the  platform 
with  a  man  who  takes  such  good  care  of  the 
Eighth  District  up  there,  Congressman  Rob- 
ert Everett.  I  am  sorry  that  Bill  Ingram 
is  ill  today,  and  I  join  all  of  you  in  wishing 
him  a  speedy  recovery,  but  I  will  tell  you, 
he  had  the  best  representative  he  could  select 
to  come  out  and  welcome  me,  that  beautiful 
wife  of  his. 

I  am  happy  that  my  old  friend  and  a  great 
Tennessee  patriot  came  here  to  be  with  me 
and  give  me  comfort,  your  great  Senator, 


Herb  Walters.  It  is  good  to  see  my  other 
friends,  Paul  Rand  Dixon,  Chairman  of  the 
Federal  Trade  Commission;  Congressman 
E.  C.  (Tuck)  Gathings  from  Arkansas;  and 
my  friend  Douglas  Wynn  from  Mississippi. 

You  know,  it  is  not  every  election  that  the 
people  of  a  State  have  a  chance  to  send  two 
good  men  to  the  United  States  Senate  at  the 
same  time.  Tennessee  has  an  enviable 
reputation  of  electing  truly  outstanding  men 
to  the  United  States  Senate,  men  who  repre- 
sent not  only  their  own  State,  but  who  repre- 
sent the  interests  of  all  America.  Such  a 
man  is  your  most  able  and  distinguished 
public  servant,  my  longtime  friend  and  co- 
worker in  the  House  and  Senate,  Albert 
Gore,  and  I  want  to  say  this  to  you:  Tennes- 
see needs  him  in  the  Senate  and  the  Nation 
needs  him  in  the  Senate. 

I  know  that  you  will  want  to  keep  Ten- 
nessee with  a  good  working  team  in  the 
Senate  and  I  don't  think  there  is  any  doubt 
but  what  you  are  going  to  elect  that  great 
progressive,  that  Member  of  Congress,  the 
new  member  of  the  team,  the  Democratic 
nominee,  Ross  Bass. 

You  here  in  Memphis  are  going  to  have  a 
highly  effective  team  in  Washington  when 
you  send  that  great  Democrat,  George 
Grider,  to  the  Congress.  That  effective 
Tennessee  team  is  dependent  upon  the  reelec- 
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tion  in  the  House  of  Representatives  of 
Robert  A.  Everett  from  Union  City;  Dick 
Fulton  from  Nashville;  Tom  Murray,  my 
old  colleague  in  the  House,  from  Jackson; 
my  great  friend  Joe  Evins  from  Smithville, 
v^ho  has  been  doing  such  a  splendid  job  in 
managing  this  unified  campaign.  And 
today  I  would  like  to  say:  "Happy  birthday, 
Joe  Evins.  We  hope  that  you  enjoy  today 
as  much  as  v^e  are  going  to  enjoy  No- 
vember 3d." 

I  know^  that  you  are  going  to  keep  that 
Sixth  District  in  sound  Democratic  hands 
when  you  elect  Capt.  Bill  Anderson.  I 
think  in  these  days  when  a  steady  hand  and 
a  cool  head  are  so  important,  it  is  highly 
appropriate  that  you  people  here  in  Tennes- 
see will  be  sending  two  former  submarine 
commanders  to  Washington,  Captain  Ander- 
son and  George  Grider. 

The  people  all  over  Tennessee  are  con- 
cerned this  year  about  keeping  their  National 
Government  in  responsible  hands.  I  would 
not  be  surprised  to  see  the  folks  in  east 
Tennessee  send  three  men  to  Congress  this 
year — Bob  Summitt  from  Chattanooga, 
Willard  Yarbrough  from  the  Second  Dis- 
trict, and  Arthur  Bright  up  in  the  First 
District.  This  will  be  a  team  that  will  re- 
flect credit  on  Tennessee.  This  will  be  a 
team  that  your  President  can  work  with,  and 
I  can  assure  you  this  will  be  a  team  that  will 
work  with  and  for  you. 

One  week  from  Tuesday  the  American 
people  will  go  to  the  polls.  For  the  45th 
time  in  our  history,  the  people  will  choose 
their  national  leadership  and  decide  their 
national  directions.  There  will  be  two 
names  at  the  top  of  the  ballot,  but  there  will 
be  only  one  choice  and  only  one  decision  that 
matters  to  the  future. 

History  will  not  count  Democratic  votes  or 
Republican  votes.  History  will  not  count 
Southern  votes  or  Northern  votes.    History 


will  not  count  white  votes  or  Negro  votes. 
All  that  really  counts  is  whether  or  not 
Americans  are  willing  to  stand  up  and  be 
counted  for  responsibility. 

Responsibility  was  the  issue  when  this 
campaign  began.  Irresponsible  campaign- 
ing cannot  change  that  issue.  Whatever 
your  party,  whatever  your  philosophy,  when 
you  go  to  cast  your  vote,  the  decision  of  this 
decade  and  the  outcome  of  this  century  is 
going  to  be  resting  in  your  hands. 

For  155  years  or  more,  men  and  women  in 
Memphis  and  the  great  Midsouth  have  been 
building  this  mighty  city,  and  have  been 
developing  this  great,  growing  region. 
There  have  been  many  trials  and  tests  that 
we  have  gone  through  together. 

One  hundred  years  ago  this  region  was  the 
richest  in  the  Nation.  Nine  out  of  the 
Nation's  13  wealthiest  States  were  in  those 
days  in  the  South.  But  when  war  came,  and 
when  death  and  devastation  came,  this 
region,  our  own  beloved  region  of  the  South, 
was  left  as  the  Nation's  poorest  region. 

But  today  the  Nation  sees  a  new  day  dawn- 
ing in  this  Midsouth  and  in  all  of  our  beloved 
Dixie. 

These  are  the  stakes  in  this  election,  for 
you  and  for  all  Americans.  Now,  let  me  be 
more  specific. 

We  live  no  more  in  the  age  of  the  cavalry 
charge.  If  nuclear  war  should  ever  come, 
the  casualties  of  the  first  exchange  would 
leave  dead  in  the  United  States  and  Russia 
400  times  more  men,  women,  and  children 
than  the  entire  population  of  Memphis  to- 
day. So  if  peace  is  to  be  preserved,  Ameri- 
can voters,  like  American  leaders,  must  be 
right  the  first  time,  for  there  will  be  no 
second  time. 

We  must  be  responsible  to  the  peace  of  all 
mankind.  We  must  also  be  responsible  to 
the  progress  of  all  Americans. 

Before  another  35  years  have  passed,  the 
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population  of  America  will  have  grown  the 
equal  of  about  300  new  cities  the  size  of 
Memphis. 

So  all  through  this  land  we  just  must  be 
preparing  for  that  new  tomorrow,  and,  my 
friends,  this  is  no  time  to  be  thinking  or 
talking  of  selling  the  TV  A. 

You  must  realize  that  you  have  a  great 
obligation  and  a  great  duty  to  do,  and  this 
is  just  no  time  to  be  thinking  or  talking  of 
turning  out  the  lights  of  the  REA.  This 
is  just  no  time  to  be  thinking  and  talking 
of  making  social  security  voluntary  and  get- 
ting rid  of  it  as  we  know  it. 

Those  of  you  that  have  worked  so  faith- 
fully and  dreamed  so  dramatically  through 
the  years,  and  whose  fathers  and  mothers 
and  grandfathers  and  grandmothers  pio- 
neered ahead  of  you,  don't  be  coming  back 
and  talking  and  saying,  "If  I  had  just  known 
what  would  happen  after  November  3d!" 
Now  is  the  time  to  think  and  talk  and  work 
and  do  something  about  it. 

If  you  want  to  maintain  your  social  se- 
curity system  and  strengthen  it,  and  make  it 
sound  to  serve  each  of  you  the  day  you  need 
it,  you  can't  do  it  by  making  it  voluntary. 

If  you  want  to  improve  your  REA  and 
electrify  every  farm  home  in  the  land,  and 
reduce  your  rates,  you  can't  do  it  by  a  phi- 
losophy that  doesn't  beheve  in  it. 

If  you  want  to  preserve  the  TVA  as  an 
example  for  all  the  Nation  and  all  the  for- 
eign nations  to  look  at  with  pride,  you  can't 
do  it  by  even  starting  off  to  selling  its 
fertilizer  plants. 

If  you  in  Memphis,  the  hub  city,  the  cen- 
ter, the  capital  of  the  Midsouth,  and  Ar- 
kansas, and  Mississippi,  if  you  want  agricul- 
ture to  blossom  and  bloom,  if  you  want  to 
keep  the  boys  on  the  farm,  if  you  want  to 
encourage  the  tiller  of  the  soil,  you  can't  go 
back  to  the  days  of  1932  when  cotton  was 
selling  for  5  cents  a  pound,  when  we  were 


burning  our  corn,  when  our  cattle  would 
bring  us  nothing,  when  the  produce  from 
our  agriculture  lands  was  rotting  in  the 
fields. 

We  just  must  not  abandon  the  programs 
of  agriculture  and  we  are  not  going  to  under 
a  Democratic  administration. 

The  settled  issues  of  the  1930's  are  not  the 
issues  of  the  1960's,  and  that  is  really  the 
choice  you  have  to  make.  Do  you  want  to 
go  back  to  the  thirties  or  do  you  want  to  go 
forward  with  the  sixties?  The  American 
people  are  not  sick  in  their  soul  or  in  their 
spirit. 

Most  of  the  Americans  that  I  have  seen — 
and  there  are  very  few  crowds  that  I  have 
ever  seen  that  go  down  in  this  direction  for 
more  than  100  yards,  that  dot  the  hills,  that 
go  back  as  far  as  they  can  go  to  that  building 
over  there,  that  dot  the  hills,  that  go  all 
the  way  here  and  in  back  of  us — those  people 
are  proud,  those  people  are  confident,  those 
people  are  unafraid,  and  if  you  will  just  look 
out  there,  with  a  rare  exception  now  and 
then  that  come  here  to  advertise  them- 
selves— I  don't  see  any  of  them  here  today, 
but  just  nearly  everybody,  even  people  that 
are  not  happy,  they  like  to  be  in  a  good 
crowd,  with  good  people,  once  in  a  while. 

I  am  so  indebted  to  you  for  coming  to  this 
meeting,  confident,  unafraid,  with  hope,  with 
faith,  and  with  love,  and  happy  and  ready 
to  go  out  and  meet  the  challenges  that  face 
us  all  tomorrow. 

If  I  take  my  compass  or  my  ruler  and  take 
a  direct  line  down  the  center  of  this  crowd 
and  divide  you,  we  can  do  little;  but  united, 
as  we  are,  there  is  little  that  we  cannot  do. 
And  you  know  one  of  the  things  that  I 
think  we  ought  to  do,  and  I  say  this  as  a 
man  that  has  spent  all  of  his  life  and  cast  his 
every  vote  in  Texas,  and  as  the  grandson  of 
two  Confederate  veterans,  I  think  one  of  the 
things  that  we  are  going  to  have  to  do  is 
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wipe  away  the  Mason-Dixon  line  across  our 
politics. 

And  because  we  are  good  people  and  be- 
cause we  are  fair  people,  and  because  we  are 
just  people,  and  because  we  believe  in  the 
Good  Book,  we  are  going  to  have  to  follow 
the  Golden  Rule,  "Do  unto  others  as  you 
would  have  them  do  unto  you,"  and  when 
we  do  that,  we  are  going  to  wipe  away  the 
color  line  across  our  opportunity. 

The  mandate  of  this  election  is  going  to  be 
a  mandate  to  unite  this  Nation.  It  is  going 
to  be  a  mandate  to  bind  up  our  wounds  and 
to  heal  our  history,  and  to  make  this  Nation 
whole  as  one  nation,  as  one  people,  indivis- 
ible, under  God. 

Let  me  remind  you  that  you  are  the 
mightiest,  most  advanced  nation  in  the 
world.  Here  in  Tennessee,  you  developed 
the  awesome  and  mighty  power  that  makes 
us  the  undisputed  strongest  nation  in  all  the 
world. 

Let  me  remind  you  that  by  two  men 
exercising  their  bad  judgment  and  putting 
their  thumb  on  the  button,  that  you  can,  in  a 
matter  of  moments,  wipe  out  the  lives  of  300 
millions  of  people  as  a  result  of  your  mighty 
discoveries  at  Oak  Ridge. 

Let  me  remind  you  that  on  this  election 
day  of  November  3,  less  than  2  weeks  from 
now,  all  the  world  of  120  nations  and  3 
billion  people,  of  which  we  are  just  one- 
fifteenth,  are  going  to  be  watching  you  as 
Americans  and  watching  your  vote.  The 
election  returns  will  be  read  in  the  capitals 
of  the  world — the  free  world  and  the  Com- 
munist world. 

I  want  the  mandate  of  this  election  to  be 
written  loud  and  strong,  and  clear,  so  that 
none,  anywhere,  will  mistake  the  meaning. 
We  have  Chancellor  Erhard  in  Germany. 
We  have  a  new  British  labor  government 
just  selected  this  week.  We  have  General 
de  Gaulle  in  France.    We  have  Mr.  Shastri 


in  India,  who  succeeded  Mr.  Nehru.  We 
have  the  new  rulers  in  the  Kremlin. 

I  want  them  and  all  the  world  to  know 
what  campaigns  of  hate,  campaigns  of  fear, 
and  campaigns  of  smear — I  want  them  to 
know  that  we  Americans  are  proud  that  we 
have  faith  and  hope,  we  have  love  in  our 
hearts,  and  a  campaign  of  smear  cannot  suc- 
ceed among  the  American  people. 

I  want  them  to  know  that  when  they  deal 
with  Americans,  they  deal  on  the  basis  of 
reason  and  judgment  and  not  on  the  basis  of 
hate  or  emotion. 

I  want  those  who  wish  us  well  to  know 
that  America  stands  strong  and  stands 
steady,  and  stands  firm,  using  its  great  power 
with  great  restraint;  always  ready  to  meet 
any  aggressor,  but  always  ready  to  search  for 
an  honorable  peace. 

I  want  them  to  know  that  the  mightiest 
nation  in  the  world,  supported  by  the 
strongest,  most  patriotic  loving  people,  al- 
ways have  their  guard  up  to  protect  them- 
selves, but  always  have  their  hand  out  to  find 
a  workable  peace. 

I  want  the  mothers  who  must  supply  the 
boys,  and  I  want  the  boys  who  must  die  in 
the  wars,  to  know  that  no  impulsive  act  of 
mine,  no  heat  of  emotion,  is  ever  going  to 
cause  me  to  do  a  rash,  dangerous,  adventur- 
ous thing  that  might  wipe  out  300  million 
Americans. 

I  want  any  who  may  wish  us  ill  to  take 
notice  this  morning  to  understand  that  our 
beloved  America  cannot  be  divided  by 
region,  by  religion,  or  by  race. 

And  I  want  the  country  to  know  and  the 
world  to  know  that  we  are  going  to  preserve 
law  and  order  in  the  streets  of  America,  and 
we  are  going  to  preserve  reason  and  respon- 
sibility in  the  policies  of  the  Government 
of  America. 

In  our  land  and  around  the  world, 
America  is  going  to  stand  proudly  and  con- 
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fidently  for  the  pursuit  of  peace  and 
progress,  freedom  and  justice  for  all 
mankind. 

That  is  your  duty,  that  is  your  obligation, 
that  is  the  price  you  must  pay  for  the  privi- 
lege of  being  Americans.  Don't  wait  until 
the  bell  rings,  don't  wait  until  the  bulletins 
flash  over  your  television  sets,  don't  wait 
until  you  hear  the  newsboys  screaming  the 
emergency  headlines.  Act  now.  Work 
now.  Exercise  your  citizenship  now,  be- 
cause it  is  your  boys,  it  is  your  lives,  it  is 
your  families  that  you  must  have  led,  and 
you  must  select  the  leader  for  them  Novem- 
ber the  3d.  That  will  be  the  mandate,  and 
that  will  be  the  meaning  of  this  election. 

Now  I  am  going  along.  I  am  going  to 
Chattanooga,  and  I  am  going  to  Baltimore, 
and  I  am  going  back  into  Washington  to- 
night, and  to  Florida  and  Georgia  tomorrow, 
and  all  across  this  land  all  next  week. 

I  am  not  going  to  talk  hate.  I  am  not 
going  to  preach  doubt.  I  am  going  to  try  to 
appeal  to  the  best  that  is  in  us  all,  because  I 
think  men,  regardless  of  their  religion,  their 
politics,  their  race,  or  their  region  or  their 
party — I  believe  they  want  to  do  what  is  best 
for  America.  And  that  is  all  I  am  going  to 
ask  any  American  to  do. 

Eleven  months  ago,  on  a  tragic  day,  a 
moment  that  I  will  never  forget,  without 
notice  or  warning,  my  constitutional  respon- 
sibilities required  me  to  assume  the  awesome 
responsibility  of  being  your  leader,  and  to 
try  to  efifect  a  transition  between  a  dear, 
beloved  leader  who  had  fallen,  and  to  demon- 
strate to  the  world  that  was  watching  that  it 
was  our  system  that  would  function,  that  we 
were  a  nation  of  laws  and  not  just  a  nation 
of  men. 

So  that  night  when  I  walked  into  the 
White  House,  as  Governor  Clement  said  to 
you,  I  said  to  the  American  people,  "With 
God's  help,  with  your  prayers,  I  will  do  the 


best  I  can." 

Under  our  democratic  system,  in  less  than 
I  year  from  that  day,  you  must  decide 
whether  I  should  step  aside  and  whether  I 
should  move  over,  and  whether  you  should 
have  another  leader. 

That  is  your  right  and  that  is  your  privi- 
lege and  that  is  your  duty,  to  decide.  All  I 
can  say  to  you  is  this:  Whatever  your  de- 
cision is,  I  want  it  to  be  based  on  no  emotion, 
no  flattery,  no  religion,  no  race,  no  region 
of  the  country.  I  want  it  to  be  based  on 
qualifications  and  experience  and  merit. 

But  really,  what  it  all  adds  up  to  is  I  want 
it  to  be  based  on  your  conscience,  whatever 
your  heart  tells  you  is  right.  You  don't  de- 
velop character,  integrity,  and  leadership  by 
bragging  about  it  and  pointing  to  it.  You 
don't  develop  and  do  what  is  right  by  saying 
so  on  a  billboard.  A  great  man  said  one 
time  in  a  great  public  speech  that  men  don't 
talk  about  their  integrity  and  women  don't 
talk  about  their  virtue,  if  they  have  it. 

So  in  this  hour  of  trial,  ask  yourselves  what 
is  best  for  free  men,  what  is  best  for  Ameri- 
cans, what  is  best  for  Memphis,  and  Ten- 
nessee, and  Mississippi,  and  Arkansas.  And 
then  ask  yourself,  "What  is  really  best  for 
me  on  the  only  two  things  that  are  really  im- 
portant, survival  and  prosperity,  peace  in 
the  world  and  peace  at  home?"  Ask  your- 
self that  question.  Free  men,  Americans, 
Tennesseans,  and  then  yourselves,  in  that 
order. 

And  whether  you  are  Democrats  or  Re- 
publicans, you  go  in  that  polling  booth  and 
do  what  you  know  is  right  in  your  heart. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  11:45  a.m.  from  a 
platform  erected  at  Court  Street  and  Riverside  Drive 
in  Memphis,  Tenn.  His  opening  v^rords  referred 
to  James  E.  Irwin,  chairman  of  the  Shelby  County 
Democratic  Committee,  and  Governor  Frank  G. 
Clement  of  Tennessee.  Later  he  referred  to,  among 
others,  Buford  Ellington,  former  Governor  of  Ten- 
nessee, Walter  Chandler,  former  Mayor  of  Memphis, 
Representative  and  Mrs.  Clifford  Davis  and  Repre- 


I4IO 


Lyndon  B.  Johnson,  196^1^64 


Oct.  24    [702] 


sentative  Robert  A.  Everett  of  Tennessee,  W.  B. 
Ingram,  Jr.,  Mayor  of  Memphis,  Senator  Herbert  S. 
Walters  of  Tennessee,  Paul  Rand  Dixon,  Chairman 
of  the  Federal  Trade  Commission,  Representative 
E.  C.  (Tuck)  Gathings  of  Arkansas,  Douglas  C. 
Wynn,  Mississippi  State  chairman  of  the  Democratic 
campaign,  Senator  Albert  Gore  of  Tennessee,  Repre- 


sentative Ross  Bass,  Democratic  candidate  for  Senator 
from  Tennessee,  George  W.  Grider,  Democratic 
candidate  for  Representative,  Representatives  Richard 
Fulton,  Tom  Murray,  and  Joe  L.  Evins  of  Tennessee, 
and  William  R.  Anderson,  Robert  M.  Summitt, 
Willard  V.  Yarbrough,  and  Arthur  Bright,  Demo- 
cratic candidates  for  Representative. 


702    Remarks  at  an  Airport  Rally  in  Chattanooga. 
October  24^  1964 


Governor  Clement,  ladies  and  gentlemen, 
boys  and  girls: 

I  am  very  happy  to  see  so  many  proud  and 
happy  and  smiling  faces  here  in  this  great 
section  of  the  United  States.  My  grand- 
father was  born  just  across  the  line  in 
Georgia — and  Georgia  has  never  gone  Re- 
publican, I  remind  you,  and  is  not  going  this 
year — and  my  v^ife  came  from  Alabama,  and 
I  am  just  about  to  claim  Tennessee. 

I  appreciate  that  fine  introduction  that 
Governor  Clement  gave  me.  It  is  the  sec- 
ond best  introduction  I  ever  had  in  my  life. 
The  other  one  was  when  he  was  supposed 
to  introduce  me  once  before  and  he  didn't 
get  there,  and  I  had  to  introduce  myself. 

This  new  terminal  has  a  special  meaning 
today,  as  I  know  it  does  to  you,  because  it  is 
dedicated  to  the  memory  of  Estes  Kefauver, 
the  great  Senator  from  Lookout  Mountain 
who  died  just  a  year  ago.  In  Washington 
we  miss  Estes  Kefauver.  We  miss  his  hu- 
manity and  his  dedication  to  the  cause  of 
equal  opportunity  for  all  of  our  citizens. 

You  have  an  outstanding  opportunity  here 
in  this  State  this  year  to  elect  not  one  great 
Senator,  but  two  great  Democratic  Senators: 
Albert  Gore  is  one  of  the  real  leaders  of  the 
Congress,  and  you  have  another  man  here 
who  will  be  a  source  of  pride  to  this  State  in 
the  Senate.  I  have  served  with  Albert  in 
both  the  House  and  the  Senate,  and  I  look 
forward  to  having  him  help  me  put  my  pro- 


gram through  the  next  Congress.  Stand  up, 
Albert. 

Ross  Bass  has  made  one  of  the  most  dis- 
tinguished records  in  the  Congress,  and  he 
is  going  to  make  it  more  distinguished  after 
you  elect  him  in  November.  We  want  to 
hear  his  voice  in  the  United  States  Senate 
for  the  next  6  years,  and  many  more.  Stand 
up,  Ross. 

Senator  Walters  has  done  an  able  job  in 
filling  Estes  Kefauver's  old  seat  in  the  Senate 
and  he  is  one  of  my  dear  friends.  Stand 
up,  Herb. 

These  men  are  carrying  on  a  great  tradi- 
tion. They  tell  me — I  asked  Nancy  Gore 
this  afternoon — someone  told  me  that  I  was 
running  about  55-45  down  here  in 
Tennessee. 

I  said,  "How  is  Albert  running?"  And 
they  said,  "He  is  running  85--15." 

I  said,  "Who  is  helping  him  get  that  85?" 
And  they  said,  "Nancy  is  his  campaign 
manager." 

Stand  up,  Nancy,  I  want  them  to  meet  you. 
I  hope  after  that  kind  of  bragging  and  in- 
troduction, I  hope  she  will  be  mine  the  last 
week  of  the  campaign. 

The  Volunteer  State  of  Tennessee  has 
given  this  Nation  three  Presidents,  and  some 
of  the  most  distinguished  leaders  in  our 
history.  Tennessee  sent  Sam  Houston  to 
build  Texas.  Tennessee  sent  David  Crock- 
ett to  give  his  life  at  the  Alamo.    And  this  is 
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still  frontier  country  with  a  great  frontier 
spirit  that  I  believe  believes  in  the  Nev^ 
Frontier,  and  I  think  v/ill  vote  Democratic 
come  November  3d. 

I  am  very  pleased  to  see  that  you  people 
here  in  Chattanooga  have  bright,  young,  able 
public  servants,  like  Bob  Summitt,  and  I 
hope  you  send  him  to  Congress  from  this 
District.    Stand  up.  Bob. 

We  really  have  two  big  problems  confront- 
ing us,  and  your  President  needs  a  Congress 
to  help  him.  One  is  to  continue  the  bi- 
partisan foreign  policy  that  we  have  had  for 
20  years.  Republican  Arthur  Vandenberg 
helped  Democrat  Harry  Truman  stop  the 
Communists  in  Greece  and  Turkey.  Demo- 
crat Lyndon  Johnson  helped  Dwight  Eisen- 
hower, when  I  was  Democratic  leader,  on 
his  problems  in  the  Suez  and  the  Formosa 
Strait,  and  politics  stopped  at  the  waterline. 
Everett  Dirksen,  the  Republican  leader, 
helped  John  F.  Kennedy  on  the  test  ban 
treaty  when  we  all  needed  to  pass  that  treaty 
so  we  could  stop  the  pollution  of  the  air  and 
the  food  we  eat  and  the  milk  we  drink.  All 
bipartisans,  working  together  for  a  foreign 
policy.  I  want  to  continue  that  foreign 
policy. 

My  opponent  has  different  ideas  about  it. 
I  don't  want  to  see  the  bipartisan  foreign 
policy  of  this  country  go  down  the  drain. 
For  that  reason,  I  need  men  like  Bob  Sum- 
mitt up  there  to  help  me. 

No  man  has  served  his  Nation,  his  State, 
with  more  patriotism  than  my  old  friend 
Congressman  Joe  Evins.  Today  is  his  birth- 
day. I  hope  he  is  as  happy  on  November  3d 
as  campaign  manager  in  this  State  as  he  is 
today  by  seeing  this  large  crowd.  Stand 
up,  Joe. 

I  am  glad  to  see  Mayor  Kelley.  I  am 
grateful  to  him  for  this  warm  turnout  of 
hospitality,  and  I  appreciate  more  than  you 


know  all  these  happy,  smiling  faces  that  are 
here  today. 

Here  in  Tennessee  you  are  fortunate  in 
having  Frank  Clement  as  your  Governor, 
fortunate  for  many  reasons.  I  am  particu- 
larly fortunate  because  he  gave  me  two  of 
the  best  introductions  I  have  ever  had  today. 
He  has  given  this  State  strong  and  vigorous 
and  able  leadership,  and  this  State  deserves  it. 

Frank  Clement  understands  the  meaning 
of  the  partnership  between  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment and  the  State  Government.  I  am 
happy  to  say  that  over  the  last  4  years,  we 
have  gone  far  in  this  partnership.  Per  capita 
income  in  the  State  of  Tennessee  rose  over  4 
percent  every  year,  almost  twice  as  much  as 
the  national  average  in  other  States.  That 
growth  rate  in  income  is  twice  as  fast  as  it 
was  between  1956  and  i960. 

There  were  74,000  new  nonfarm  jobs  in 
this  State  between  i960  and  1963,  and  that  is 
almost  twice  the  increase  of  jobs  from  1956  to 
i960.  Just  last  week,  the  number  of  non- 
farm  jobs  in  the  Chattanooga  area  passed 
the  100,000  mark  for  the  first  time  in  this 
city's  history,  and  I  know  you  are  proud  of 
that. 

Before  I  pass  along,  I  want  you  to  know 
how  grateful  I  am,  not  only  for  how  wonder- 
ful you  make  me  feel  and  for  all  of  you  com- 
ing out  here  and  saying  hello,  but  I  par- 
ticularly want  to  thank  the  Chattanooga 
Times,  a  good  newspaper,  for  helping  me  in 
my  campaign.  It  has  helped  this  city  and  it 
has  helped  this  State  move  ahead,  and  we 
want  you  to  keep  moving  ahead  as  fast  as 
that  famous  old  Tennessee  cavalryman  Na- 
than Bedford  Forrest,  who  used  to  say  that 
his  only  problem  was  to  **git  thar  fustest 
with  the  mostest." 

There  is  a  candidate  who  called  the  Ten- 
nessee Valley  Authority  "an  unfortunate 
socialistic  venture,"  and  "a  Federal  white 
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elephant."  In  one  of  his  more  inspired 
moments,  he  referred  to  your  TVA  as  a 
"socialistic  octopus." 

Well,  this  city  of  Chattanooga  is  in  the 
heart  of  the  TVA,  and  I  think  everybody  in 
this  city,  and  in  this  State,  knows  what  this 
"sociaHstic  octopus"  has  done  for  Tennessee 
and  has  done  for  the  Nation,  and  I  think  I 
know  what  you  are  going  to  do  to  him 
November  3d.  This  great  institution  of 
TVA,  which  is  the  marvel  of  the  entire 
world — hardly  any  foreign  leader  comes  to 
Washington  but  what  he  wants  to  see  the 
TVA — has  transformed  a  whole  region  and 
made  it  better. 

And  I  don't,  as  long  as  I  am  President, 
intend  to  give  it  up,  or  give  it  away.  I  think 
it  can  build  this  region  even  more.  I  think 
it  is  up  to  us  to  build  on  this  foundation  and 
not  to  tear  it  down.  I  want  to  strengthen 
TVA,  not  call  it  into  question. 

The  first  thing  that  we  must  do  for  our 
future,  and  for  the  world's  future,  is  to  keep 
the  peace,  and  that  is  what  I  have  really  come 
here  to  Chattanooga  to  talk  to  you  about 
today. 

There  are  two  central  questions  in  this 
campaign. 

First,  will  we  preserve  and  strengthen  the 
programs  for  justice  and  progress  that  have 
brought  a  better  life  to  our  people?  I  think 
I  know  what  your  decision  will  be.  I  think 
it  will  be  to  stand  fast  for  justice  and  to  stand 
fast  for  progress,  and  more  of  it. 

Second,  will  we  carry  on  the  bipartisan 
foreign  policy  that  has  guided  this  Nation 
safely  through  20  perilous  years?  Again,  I 
know  what  your  decision  will  be.  I  think 
you  will  stand  fast  for  peace. 

For  the  last  20  years  the  architecture  of  our 
foreign  policy  has  been  a  policy  of  unity, 
and  now  that  unity  of  national  purpose  is 
called  into  question  for  the  first  time.    It  is 


challenged  by  men  who  represent  not  the 
majority  of  their  own  party,  not  the  majority 
of  Americans,  but  a  fringe  that  wants  to 
repeal  the  present  and  a  fringe  that  wants  to 
veto  the  future. 

Four  years  ago  we  faced  a  united  world 
Communist  movement.  Nikita  Khrushchev 
was  boasting  about  his  Sputniks  and  threat- 
ening open  war  over  Berlin,  and  telling  us 
that  he  was  going  to  bury  us.  He  had 
smashed  the  summit  conference. 

All  over  Europe  the  Communist  satellites 
were  following  Moscow's  command.  They 
saw  no  other  choice. 

In  Asia  the  Communists  also  moved  as  one 
bloc.  They  were  on  the  march  in  Latin 
America.  The  new  countries  of  Africa  were 
weak  targets  of  Communist  ambitions. 

Well,  in  1961,  when  John  F.  Kennedy  took 
office,  and  when  this  administration  came  to 
office,  we  set  out  firmly  and  patiently  to 
frustrate  communism's  ambitions  and  to 
help  build  allies  and  help  them  build  their 
own  security. 

First,  we  strengthened  our  ties  with 
NATO.  Peace  Corps  volunteers  went  forth 
to  show  the  world  that  our  interest  in  peace 
was  more  than  a  good  intention.  Then  we 
launched  the  Alliance  for  Progress  in  Latin 
America.  At  home  we  set  out  to  build  our 
own  strength  as  the  free  world's  guarantee 
of  survival. 

Well,  what  has  happened  in  4  years? 

The  Communists  are  still  here,  although 
Mr.  Khrushchev  has  not  buried  us  and  it 
looks  like  he  is  not  in  control  anymore.  The 
Communists  are  still  dedicated.  The  Com- 
munists are  still  dangerous.  But  in  Eastern 
Europe  the  Communist  bloc  no  longer  wears 
just  one  face.  Mr.  Khrushchev  said  some  of 
those  countries  are  like  children  that  have 
grown  too  big  to  spank. 

In  Asia,  in  Africa,  in  Latin  America  the 
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tide  of  communism  is  running  out.  In  the 
Kremlin  Mr.  Khrushchev's  successors  know 
that  the  United  States  of  America  intends  to 
bury  no  one,  but  they  also  know  that  we  will 
not  be  buried. 

But  a  foreign  policy  of  resistance  to  ag- 
gression would  be  only  half  a  policy.  We 
here  in  America  have  combined  it  with  an 
unceasing  fight  for  peace,  and  I  think  that 
we  are  winning  that  fight.  There  is  no  easy 
way  to  world  peace  and  security.  They  are 
not  achieved  by  the  ji£Ey  solution  or  the  reck- 
less threat. 

The  Bible  admonishes  us  to  "run  with 
patience  the  race  that  is  set  before  us." 

Run  with  patience,  and  that  is  what  I 
intend  to  do.  We  have  grown  strong  in  the 
last  4  years,  and  we  must  continue  to  increase 
that  strength.  We  must  hold  firmly  to  these 
four  principles  of  peace: 

One,  we  must  continue  to  resist  Com- 
munist aggression. 

Two,  we  must  support  the  United  Na- 
tions, and  advance  the  unity  of  our  NATO 
allies,  and  of  the  entire  Atlantic  community. 

Three,  we  must  assist  the  developing  na- 
tions to  become  stable  members  of  the  free 
world  community. 

Four,  we  must  enlarge  the  ban  on  nuclear 
tests,  and  we  must  keep  the  ultimate  purpose 
always  before  us  of  a  world  that  is  free  of  the 
threat  of  nuclear  destruction. 

The  foreign  policy  of  this  Nation  is  as 
strong  as  the  resolve  and  the  concern  of  the 
individual  Americans  who  constitute  this 
Nation. 

Each  one  of  you  is  an  architect  of  that 
foreign  policy. 

Each  one  of  you  on  November  3d  will  cast 
your  vote  for  or  against  the  policy  of  peace 
and  responsibility  that  we  have  been  build- 
ing for  20  years. 

I  count  on  your  judgment  to  sustain  that 
policy.    I  don't  think  that  in  your  lifetime 


you  have  ever  faced  a  more  important  de- 
cision. I  don't  think  that  you  have  ever 
been  called  upon  to  live  up  to  a  more  impor- 
tant responsibility  or  to  discharge  a  more 
important  obligation. 

Eleven  months  ago,  on  that  tragic  day 
when  we  lost  our  President,  our  fallen  leader 
had  gone,  I  had,  on  a  moment's  notice,  to 
assume  the  responsibilities  of  the  Presidency. 

I  had  sat  with  John  F.  Kennedy  through 
many  perilous  moments.  I  sat  in  37  meet- 
ings of  the  National  Security  Council  with 
him  when  Mr.  Khrushchev  had  brought  his 
missiles  into  Cuba,  90  miles  from  the  United 
States,  and  they  were  pointed  toward  our 
people. 

I  saw  our  leader  meet  there  day  after  day 
with  the  Joint  Chiefs  of  Staff,  with  our 
leading  naval  authorities,  our  leading  mili- 
tary men,  our  leading  aviators. 

I  heard  the  Secretary  of  State  and  the  Sec- 
retary of  Defense  and  the  Chairman  of  the 
CIA  all  give  their  judgments. 

I  am  proud  to  say  that  the  coolest  man  in 
that  room  was  our  own  Commander  in 
Chief,  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
John  Fitzgerald  Kennedy.  He  was  firm  and 
steady.  He  was  not  frightened,  but  he  was 
not  provocative. 

He  did  not  rattle  his  rockets,  and  he  did 
not  bluff  with  his  bombs,  although  he  or- 
dered our  planes  off  the  ground,  fully  loaded, 
fully  prepared  for  any  emergency.  But  he 
showed  great  patience  and  great  judgment, 
and  as  a  consequence  we  avoided  a  nuclear 
holocaust  that  would  have  wiped  out  100 
million  Americans,  over  half  of  our  popula- 
tion, in  one  day's  time,  and  would  have  killed 
100  million  Russians  in  the  same  period  of 
time. 

On  November  3d  you  are  going  to  select 
the  man  whose  thumb  will  have  to  touch 
that  button  if  it  is  ever  touched.  You  are 
going  to  select  the  man  that  has  to  pick  up 
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that  "hot  line"  telephone  when  Moscow  is 
calling.  It  is  up  to  you  to  determine  what 
man  you  want  to  do  that  job. 

For  II  months  I  have  done  the  best  job 
I  could  for  you.  I  told  you  that  night,  when 
I  took  over,  that  with  God's  help  and  with 
your  prayers  that  I  would  do  the  best  I  could. 
And  I  have  done  that. 

No  one  man  can  lead  this  Nation  alone. 
It  requires  the  help  of  all  of  you,  and  if  you 
want  me  to  lead  it,  I  will  tell  you  today,  as  I 
told  you  then,  with  God's  help  and  with  your 
prayers,  I  will  do  my  best. 

But  I  think  you  are  going  to  have  to  make 
up  your  mind  in  the  next  10  days  what  you 
are  going  to  do  about  it,  and  then  you  are 
going  to  have  to  talk  to  your  kinfolks  and 
your  uncles  and  your  cousins  and  your  aunts. 
And  you  are  going  to  have  to  see  on  that 
morning  of  November  3d  not  that  you  take 
your  boy  down  to  the  draft  station,  not  that 
you  are  willing  to  go  and  volunteer  yourself, 
but  that  you  exercise  the  priceless  privilege 
that  is  your  heritage,  to  go  into  that  polling 
booth  and  cast  a  secret  ballot.  And  that 
ballot  ought  to  be  based  on  what  you  know 
in  your  conscience  is  good  for  your  country, 
what  you  know  in  your  heart  is  right. 


I  haven't  come  down  here  to  try  to  mislead 
you  or  persuade  you,  or  to  convince  you.  I 
think  that  is  a  reflection  on  your  intelligence. 
I  came  here  to  meet  you,  to  look  at  you,  to 
speak  with  you,  to  discuss  some  of  our  prob- 
lems. And  I  have  confidence  in  your  deci- 
sion on  those  problems. 

I  think  that  you  know  what  is  best  for 
your  country,  and  whether  you  are  a  Re- 
publican or  whether  you  are  a  Democrat, 
or  whether  you  are  Independent,  I  think 
that  you  are  going,  on  November  3d,  and 
vote  for  what  is  best  for  America. 

I  will  tell  you  this:  If  you  will  do  what  is 
best  for  America,  you  will  do  what  is  best 
for  you. 

Thank  you  and  goodby. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  3:22  p.m.  at  a  rally 
at  Lovell  Field  in  Chattanooga,  Tenn.  His  open- 
ing words  referred  to  Governor  Frank  G.  Clement 
of  Tennessee.  Later  in  his  remarks  he  referred 
to  Estes  Kefauver,  U.S.  Senator  from  Tennessee 
during  the  fifties  and  early  sixties,  Senator  and  Mrs. 
Albert  Gore,  Representative  Ross  Bass,  Democratic 
candidate  for  U.S.  Senator,  Senator  Herbert  S. 
Walters,  Representative  Joe  L.  Evins,  and  Robert 
M.  Summitt,  Democratic  candidate  for  Representa- 
tive, all  of  Tennessee,  and  Mayor  Ralph  H.  Kelley 
of  Chattanooga. 


703     Remarks  Before  Two  Groups  at  the  Fifth  Regiment 
Armory  in  Baltimore.     October  24,  1964 


Senator  Brewster,  Mayor  McKeldin: 

I  am  going  to  take  a  little  longer  than  I 
think  you  would  like  for  me  to  take,  and  I 
am  going  to  speak  a  little  more  than  I  nor- 
mally do  because  I  am  so  touched  by  the 
depth  of  your  hospitality  and  the  warmth 
of  your  reception,  and  the  good  hand  of  fel- 
lowship that  you  have  extended  that  I  just 
can't  go  back  home  without  letting  you 
know  how  I  feel. 

So  many  of  my  good  friends  through  the 


years  have  been  residents  of  the  great  Free 
State  of  Maryland,  so  many  men  that  I  have 
served  with  in  the  House  and  in  the  Senate 
and  in  public  life  have  been  chosen  by  you 
to  represent  them.  When  I  saw  young 
Tommy  D'Alesandro  out  at  the  airport  to- 
night, I  thought  of  the  years  of  service  I 
had  had  with  his  father  in  the  House.  When 
I  saw  Herbert  O'Connor  up  here  a  few  mo- 
ments ago  stepping  into  the  footsteps  of 
his  father,  I  thought  of  the  kind  and  good 
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man  that  had  worked  with  me  in  the  Sen- 
ate so  long. 

When  I  first  went  to  the  Senate  as  a 
youngster  back  in  1949,  one  of  the  great 
men  of  the  Senate  was  the  chairman  of  the 
Armed  Services  Committee,  and  I  was  as- 
signed to  that  committee  the  first  day  I 
went  there.  He  came  from  the  great  Free 
State  of  Maryland,  and  his  name  was  Mil- 
lard Tydings.  One  of  the  great  regrets  of 
my  life  is  that  in  a  moment  of  temporary 
misunderstanding,  he  was  confronted  with 
some  of  the  same  forces  that  confront  me 
today.  I  am  so  happy  that  you  people  that 
are  proud  to  wear  the  label  of  the  Democratic 
Party  in  this  State  are  going  to  send  Joe 
Tydings  up  there  to  take  his  place. 

Mayor  McKeldin,  you  did  a  very  unusual 
thing  when  you,  as  mayor  of  this  great  city, 
came  out  to  the  airport  tonight  to  welcome 
me.  I  will  always  remember  it.  I  think 
you  came  perhaps  for  two  reasons: 

One,  you  are  a  courteous  and  hospitable 
man  who  speaks  for  all  the  people  of  this 
city,  and  when  the  President  of  this  country 
visits  this  city,  you  want  him  to  be  wel- 
come, regardless  of  what  party  he  comes 
from. 

But  secondly,  I  think  you  came  because 
you  genuinely  believe  that  the  present  Pres- 
ident of  this  country  is  trying  his  dead  level 
best  to  do  what  is  best  for  this  country,  re- 
gardless of  party. 

Mayor  McKeldin,  I  want  to  make  a  per- 
sonal pledge  to  you  tonight.  It  is  a  pledge 
that  I  made  to  myself  some  time  ago.  That 
pledge  is  this:  that  if  the  good  Lord  will  give 
me  the  sight  to  see  the  right,  I  will  do  the 
right,  and  do  what  is  best  for  my  country,  re- 
gardless of  my  party. 

So  I  am  deeply  grateful  for  your  welcome 
to  Baltimore.  I  take  new  strength  and  in- 
spiration and  courage  from  those  warm 
words.  Mayor,  that  you  uttered,  and  I  am 


profoundly  thankful  for  that  tribute  to  me 
and  to  those  ideals  that  we  both  hold  as 
Americans. 

The  Old  Testament  tells  us  to  be  strong 
and  of  good  courage;  fear  not  nor  be  dis- 
mayed. And  with  God  as  my  judge  and  as 
my  guide,  each  day  I  try  with  all  that  is  with- 
in me  to  do  what  is  right  and  do  what  is 
just  for  my  country  and  for  all  the  people  of 
America.  For,  Mr.  Mayor,  I  think  I  know, 
as  you  know,  that  if  we  are  to  survive  as  a 
free  nation,  if  we  are  to  prosper  as  a  happy 
people,  it  will  be  because  we  have  held  our 
courage  and  we  are  not  afraid. 

One  of  the  most  important  national  re- 
sources that  we  have  in  America  is  respon- 
sible leadership.  We  have  it  in  the  White 
House,  in  the  Congress,  and  in  many  of  our 
State  capitals  and  cities.  And  here  in  Mary- 
land you  have  given  your  State  and  you 
have  given  your  country  outstanding  lead- 
ership throughout  the  years. 

Joe  Tydings,  your  next  Democratic  Sena- 
tor, is  young  and  he  is  aggressive,  and  we 
need  his  ability  and  his  vigor  in  Washington. 
And  when  the  going  was  tough,  and  when 
the  campaign  was  rough,  Maryland  pro- 
duced a  courageous  and  a  valiant  Senator  to 
uphold  my  hand,  and  he  stood  in  for  me 
when  I  couldn't  be  here — ^my  old  and  good 
and  trusted  and  beloved  friend,  your  great 
Senator  Danny  Brewster.  And  Carlton 
Sickles,  who  is  here  on  the  platform  with  me 
tonight,  has  served  you  well  as  Congress- 
man at  Large. 

I  want  each  of  you  to  remember  that  it 
takes  as  many  votes  to  send  Carlton  back  to 
the  House  as  it  does  to  elect  Joe  to  the  Senate. 
I  know  that  you  are  going  out  there  and  see 
that  he  gets  those  votes  November  3d. 

For  many  years,  one  of  my  best  friends 
and  one  of  the  great  leaders  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  one  of  Mr.  Rayburn's  old 
friends  from  the  Fourth  District,  who  is  now 
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in  line  for  the  powerful  chairmanship  of  the 
House  Public  Works  Committee — an  im- 
portant job — ^and  I  don't  think  that  you  are 
going  to  let  the  dean  of  your  delegation 
down.  I  think  you  are  going  to  give  George 
Fallon  the  greatest  majority  he  ever  had. 

I  would  like  to  run  like  this  fellow  is  run- 
ning in  the  Third  District.  He  won  his  re- 
election by  his  able  service.  He  has  no  oppo- 
sition tonight.  He  deserves  to  have  none. 
I  know  he  is  going  to  be  elected — ^my  friend, 
Ed  Garmatz. 

And  Sam  Friedel  has  served  the  Seventh 
District  since  it  was  created  in  1952,  and  he 
has  been  my  good  friend  ever  since  he  came 
to  Congress.  You  just  can't  afford  to  lose  his 
seniority  or  his  experience.  I  know  that  you 
will  send  Clarence  Long  from  the  Second 
District  back  because  we  need  him  there  to 
work  with  us.  Harry  Hughes  and  Hervey 
Machen  are  campaigning  hard.  They  are 
working  from  daylight  to  dark.  You  are 
going  to  have  to  get  out  there  and  help  them 
because  we  must  elect  these  promising  men. 
They  are  in  the  First  and  Fifth  Districts. 
Don't  forget  to  put  in  a  good  word  for  them. 

It  has  been  a  pleasure  to  have  a  chance  to 
renew  my  friendship  and  pleasant  associa- 
tion with  Governor  Tawes,  your  great  Gov- 
ernor; your  Attorney  General,  my  old  friend 
Tom  Finan;  and  Comptroller  Louis  Gold- 
stein, who  always  gives  me  a  warm  welcome 
when  I  come  to  Maryland.  Governor  Tawes 
is  an  able  national  committeeman.  Dr. 
Mildred  Otenasek  is  every  bit  his  equal  as 
national  committeewoman.  And  Herbert 
O'Connor,  Jr.,  and  Francis  Keller  are  the 
kind  of  State  campaign  cochairmen  who  win 
elections,  and  Philip  Goodman  and  Thomas 
D'Alesandro  III  are  doing  a  fine  job  as 
Maryland's  city  campaign  chairmen,  and  I 
hope  it  shows  up  on  Tuesday,  November  3d. 

It  is  a  great  honor  to  me  to  have  my  old 
friend    Senator    Radcliffe   of   many    years 


standing  come  here  and  join  us  on  the  plat- 
form tonight.  I  am  honored  by  it.  I  thank 
you  for  it.  Senator. 

One  of  the  good  things  about  a  political 
year  is  that  it  makes  us  pause  for  a  moment 
and  take  stock.  Tonight  I  think  is  a  time  for 
all  Americans  to  ask  themselves:  What  do  we 
want,  where  are  we  going?  What  does  it 
mean  to  be  an  American,  what  does  Amer- 
ica mean?  What  does  America  stand  for  in 
the  world? 

Well,  I  have  been  all  around  the  world.  I 
have  been  to  more  than  40  countries  in  the 
world,  and  I  think  I  can  tell  you  tonight 
what  America  stands  for.  It  stands  for  hope, 
because  America  is  the  hope  of  the  world; 
because  today  we  Americans  are  responsible 
not  only  for  our  own  security,  but  we  Amer- 
icans are  responsible  for  the  security  of  all 
the  free  nations  in  the  world. 

Let  there  be  no  mistake.  I  want  all  of  you 
to  know,  and  I  want  all  the  free  nations  of 
the  world  to  know,  that  tonight  America  is 
prepared  to  meet  every  challenge. 

In  every  area  of  military  might,  in  every 
area,  we  are  stronger  tonight  than  we  have 
ever  been  before  in  all  our  history.  We  are 
stronger,  in  fact,  than  the  combined  might 
of  all  the  other  nations  in  the  history  of  the 
world. 

Recently  we  have  heard 

[Demonstration  from  the  floor] 

I  am  so  glad  that  you  good  people  wel- 
comed our  friends.  In  most  States  of  the 
Union  we  have  from  30  to  some  places  35 — 
up  in  Pennsylvania  we  have  37 — percent  of 
the  Republicans,  and  as  I  have  observed  the 
last  few  days,  we  occasionally  have  visitors 
that  come  to  our  meetings  because  they  like 
to  associate  with  good  people,  and  they  like 
to  attract  attention. 

After  all,  we  need  everyone  we  can  get, 
and  we  want  to  welcome  them  all  to  our 
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fold.  I  will  bet  you  that  some  of  those  people 
that  came  in  here  unexpected  and  kind  of 
delayed  us  for  a  moment,  kind  of — ^you 
know — I  will  bet  you  that  they  are  going  to 
join  with  us  and  elect  that  good  Democrat 
Royce  Hanson.  I  believe  some  of  them  have 
already  dropped  their  original  signs  that 
they  brought  in  and  now  they  have  Royce 
Hanson  signs  over  here. 

That  is  something  I  don't  want  any  of  you 
to  forget.  You  can  get  two  for  the  price  of 
one  here.  You  can  get  rid  of  a  Republican 
Congressman  and  you  can  get  a  Democratic 
Congressman. 

I  guess  I  can  have  a  little  fun  on  Saturday 
night,  can't  I?  One  of  these  nice  fellows 
from  Maryland  that  always  has  a  good  joke 
stood  up  here  just  now  and  said,  "Do  you 
know  what  those  signs  are?  Now  don't 
get  upset  about  them." 

And  I  said,  "No,  what?" 

He  said,  "Don't  you  see  them  back  there?" 

I  could  see  them,  but  I  don't  have  good 
eyesight  for  a  long  distance.  I  said,  "No, 
what  do  they  say?" 

And  he  said,  "They  say  *Gold  for  the  rich, 
water  for  the  poor,  and  Johnson  for  Presi- 
dent.' " 

Really,  I  don't  want  you  to  get  angry  with 
them.  Let's  be  charitable  with  everybody. 
Let's  turn  the  other  cheek  and  be  nice. 

We  want  to  get  down  to  some  serious  busi- 
ness now  and  talk  to  issues.  It  is  getting  late, 
so  let's  go. 

Recently  we  have  heard  some  very  reckless 
and  heedless  talk  and  accusations  about  our 
country's  military  power.  There  are  some 
people  who  have  said  our  defenses  are  weak- 
ening, that  America  is  falling  behind. 

I  think  it  is  fortunate  that  these  reckless 
voices  are  not  believed  by  our  friends  in  the 
world  or  by  our  adversaries,  and  I  might  add 
that  they  are  not  believed  by  the  American 
people. 


Your  Government  must  keep  the  record 
straight,  because  we  will  not  let  anyone, 
anywhere,  be  fooled  by  these  reckless  and 
false  charges.    Why? 

We  know  from  tragic  experience  what  can 
happen  when  the  enemies  of  freedom  de- 
ceive themselves  about  America's  strength. 
How  do  we  know  that? 

The  Kaiser  listened  to  some  voices  in 
America  and  deceived  himself  and  sunk  the 
Lusitania  because  he  didn't  think  we  would 
fight  or  were  prepared  to  fight,  and  he 
brought  on  World  War  L 

Hitler  deceived  himself  and  listened  to 
some  voices  here  at  home  that  were  reckless, 
and  he  brought  on  World  War  II,  because 
he  didn't  think  we  could  get  ready  or  we 
were  ready  or  we  would  do  anything  about 
it. 

Red  China  deceived  itself  and  brought  on 
an  expanded  war  in  Korea, 

This  is  pretty  important  business  to  you 
people  that  are  furnishing  the  boys  that  must 
die  in  these  wars.  These  lessons  of  history 
must  not  be  lost. 

The  first  act  of  this  administration,  after 
President  Kennedy  met  Premier  Khrushchev 
in  Vienna,  was  to  come  back  home  and  re- 
examine and  strengthen  America's  military 
power.  And  we  have  vasdy  increased  that 
power. 

When  people  talk  to  you  about  peace 
through  preparedness,  you  tell  them  that 
since  President  Kennedy  became  President, 
the  4  years  of  this  administration,  we  have 
spent  $30  billion  more  on  defense  and  $10 
billion  more  on  space,  a  total  of  $40  billion 
more,  $40  billion  in  addition  to  what  we 
would  have  spent  if  we  had  spent  at  the  last 
rate  of  the  last  year  of  the  administration 
before  President  Kennedy.  He  raised  ex- 
penditures $30  billion  in  defense  and  $10 
billion  in  space,  or  a  total  of  $40  billion  over 
4  years. 
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And  what  did  we  get  for  that  $40  biUion? 
We  increased  our  nuclear  power  that  was 
on  the  alert,  ready  to  go,  2^/2  times,  and  our 
nuclear  superiority  is  continuing  to  grow 
every  day. 

We  have  now,  tonight,  more  than  1,000 
fully  armed  intercontinental  ballistic  missiles 
and  Polaris  missiles  ready  for  retaliation 
against  any  attack  on  America. 

We  have  more  than  1,100  strategic  bomb- 
ers tonight,  more  than  twice  as  many  as  our 
adversary  could  put  over  this  country. 

We  have  vastly  increased  our  forces  to 
fight  conventional  war. 

We  have  raised  the  number  of  Army  com- 
bat-ready divisions  by  45  percent. 

Tonight  we  and  our  NATO  allies  have 
more  than  5  million  men  in  uniform  under 
arms. 

Our  adversaries  attempt  today  to  subvert 
our  freedom — and  the  freedom  of  our 
allies — by  terror  and  by  subversion,  and  by 
guerrilla  warfare. 

But  since  January  1961,  we  have  trained 
more  than  100,000  officers  in  antiguerrilla 
warfare  alone. 

We  have  heard  others  claim  recently  that 
they  have  a  patent  on  preparedness.  Well, 
few  Americans  will  be  deceived  by  such 
claims.  But  it  is  important  that  our  adver- 
saries abroad  never  be  deceived  by  this  mis- 
leading talk,  because  it  is  dangerous  talk, 
and  it  is  deceptive  talk,  and  it  is  talk  that 
brought  us  into  two  conflicts. 

We  just  must  not  in  this  nuclear  age  lead 
ourselves  innocently  into  another  one. 
When  we  Americans  debate  the  whole  world 
listens.  Our  friends  and  our  enemies  alike 
seek  clues  to  what  the  next  President  will 
be  like. 

They  are  debating  all  around  the  world 
tonight — 3  billion  people — ^what  kind  of  a 
President  will  America  have  for  the  next  4 
years.    We  must,  therefore,  deal  in  facts  and 


not  fantasies. 

My  record  is  clear.    So  is  our  opponent's. 

The  record  shows — and  Al  Smith  used  to 
say,  "Let's  look  at  the  record" — the  record 
shows  that  in  1953  our  opponent  voted — this 
Air  Force  general,  now — voted  not  to  give 
the  Air  Force  $400  million  more  for  aircraft 
purchases.  I  voted  for  that  increase  for  the 
Air  Force  of  $400  million. 

In  1954  our  opponent  voted  not  to  spend 
$350  million  more  for  Army  personnel  and 
maintenance.    I  voted  for  that  increase. 

In  1955 — let's  just  come  right  on  up  to 
date — our  opponent  voted  not  to  invest  $46 
million  more  for  our  Marine  Corps.  I  voted 
for  that  $46  million. 

In  1955  our  opponent  voted  against  a  $420 
million  increase  in  appropriations  for  mili- 
tary assistance  to  our  allies  abroad.  I  voted 
for  that  increase. 

In  1956  our  opponent  voted  not  to  increase 
Air  Force  procurement  funds  by  $800  mil- 
lion.   I  voted  for  that  increase. 

In  the  last  Congress  before  this  adminis- 
tration took  office  our  opponent  voted 
against  an  increase  of  $233.9  million  for  the 
Army  to  procure  missiles  and  equipment.  I 
voted  for  that  increase. 

Our  friends  and  allies  alike,  my  fellow 
Americans,  are  going  to  judge  for  themselves 
which  of  the  two  candidates  for  President 
has  truly,  through  the  years,  not  just  at  elec- 
tion time,  through  the  years,  truly  supported 
military  preparedness. 

Our  friends  and  allies  alike  can  judge  for 
themselves  whether  we  will  maintain  mili- 
tary preparedness  in  the  years  to  come. 

Now,  you  must  also  make  a  decision. 
Your  decision  is  the  choice  between  words 
and  deeds,  between  strong  words  or  strong 
action,  between  the  strength  we  have  and  the 
strength  we  will  keep,  and  the  strength  that 
we  will  increase.  And  in  Berlin,  in  Cuba, 
in  Viet-Nam,  and  in  the  Tonkin  Gulf  we 
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have  shown  that  our  will  matches  our  might. 

I  think  you  want,  and  I  know  your  Pres- 
ident will  speak  softly  and  act  with  prudence 
because  we  are  firm  in  the  knowledge  of  our 
strength.  We  know  that  bravado  is  not 
bravery,  and  we  know  that  loud  voices 
frighten  only  the  weak,  or  those  who  are 
deceived. 

We  know  that  we  gain  very  litde  by  trying 
to  threaten  and  scare  other  nations.  This 
business  of  rattling  your  rockets  and  bluffing 
with  bombs  is  not  the  road  to  peace. 

Our  adversaries  are  not  weak.  They  are 
strong,  but  I  can  assure  you  faithfully  to- 
night that  America  is  stronger.  And  I  want 
to  announce  to  them  and  I  want  to  announce 
to  you  that  they  should  have  no  doubts  or 
illusions  about  America's  strength. 

In  the  words  of  the  Bible,  "When  the 
strong  man  armed  keepeth  his  palace,  his 
goods  are  in  peace." 

We  have  strength  in  our  country  tonight, 
and  you  young  men  that  must  patrol  our 
borders  and  wear  those  uniforms  must  main- 
tain that  strength. 

We  have  peace  in  the  world  tonight,  and 
you  mothers  that  produce  those  sons  and 
raise  them  to  maturity  must  help  us  keep 
both  the  strength  and  the  peace. 

Eleven  months  ago  and  2  days,  all  Amer- 
ica awakened  to  a  great  tragedy.  Our  leader 
had  fallen.  On  a  moment's  notice,  I  had  to 
assume  the  awesome  responsibilities  of  the 
office  I  now  hold. 

Our  Constitution  provided  that  I  would 
have  to  accept  those  responsibilities.  I  didn't 
have  time  to  call  in  a  group  of  wise  men. 
I  didn't  have  time  to  search  through  the 
shelves  of  the  libraries.  I  had  to  stand  up 
and  take  that  oath  while  jet  planes  were 
roaring  in  the  background. 

But  I  said  that  day  to  you  people  and  to  all 
the  people  of  the  world,  that  with  God's  help 
and  your  prayers  I  would  do  my  best.    And 


I  tell  you  tonight  from  an  honest  heart  I 
have  done  my  best. 

Now  the  buck  passes  back  to  you.  Now 
the  decision  is  yours.  You  are  the  masters, 
not  the  servants.  We  are  the  servants.  You 
have  the  high  privilege  that  not  all  the 
people  of  the  world  have,  of  deciding  whom 
you  want  to  have  his  thumb  next  to  that 
button. 

You  have  the  great  duty  and  obligation  to 
that  flag  and  to  that  seal  to  select  the  man 
that  you  want  to  pick  up  that  receiver  at  the 
end  of  the  "hot  line"  when  they  say, 
"Moscow  is  calling." 

You  have  nearly  2  weeks  to  decide  what 
you  want  to  do  about  it,  and  I  haven't  come 
over  here  to  stampede  you  or  to  try  to  influ- 
ence you,  or  to  say  any  ugly  things  about 
any  other  men.  I  don't  believe  in  indulging 
in  personalities.  I  am  a  man  that  loves  and 
not  hates. 

I  am  a  man  that  has  faith  and  not  doubt. 
I  am  a  man  that  has  hope,  not  fear.  I  know 
what  I  stand  for  and  I  have  told  you.  I 
stand  for  a  policy  of  strength,  backed  and 
supported  by  firm  restraint.  I  follow  the 
Golden  Rule  as  President  with  my  own 
people  and  with  the  people  of  all  nations, 
"Do  unto  others  as  you  would  have  them  do 
unto  you." 

I  stand  for  a  policy  of  peace  in  the  world 
and  peace  at  home,  where  the  businessman 
can  get  along  with  the  laboringman,  and 
where  both  of  them  can  have  a  bigger  pie  to 
slice  between  each  other  instead  of  fighting 
all  the  time. 

I  am  proud  that  fewer  men  are  idle  tonight 
than  at  any  time  except  in  wartime  in  the 
history  of  America.  We  have  lost  only 
fourteen  one-hundredths  of  i  percent — ^not  i 
percent,  not  a  half  of  i  percent,  not  a  quarter 
of  I  percent,  but  fourteen  one-hundredths  of 
I  percent  of  the  hours  we  have  worked 
we  have  lost  by  strike,  which  means  that 
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we  have  actually  lost  very  little,  if  any- 
thing. I  am  glad  that  our  employers  and 
our  employees  have  their  shoulder  to  the 
wheel  and  the  average  weekly  wage  in  man- 
ufacturing industry  tonight  is  $104. 

I  remember  when  I  first  went  to  Congress 
I  voted  for  a  25-cent  minimum  wage,  and 
they  told  me  it  would  defeat  me  because  I 
was  from  the  South.  They  told  me  it  would 
ruin  the  labor  organization.  But  I  don't 
think  it  has  ruined  either  one  of  us.  Do 
you?  So  I  stand  for  a  peaceful  nation  and 
I  stand  for  a  prosperous  nation.  I  stand  for 
a  policy  where  every  man  and  woman  who 
wants  to  work  can  have  a  job,  where  every 
boy  and  girl  of  whatever  religion,  of  what- 
ever region,  whatever  section,  whatever  race, 
whatever  color,  that  is  born  under  the  Amer- 
ican flag  has  the  right  to  all  the  education  he 
can  take. 

I  stand  for  a  Government  that  has  as  its 
basic  national  policy  the  best  social  security 
system  in  all  the  world,  and  under  the  John- 
son administration  I  tell  you  now  it  is  not 
going  to  be  voluntary. 

I  am  not  going  to  muckrake  and  I  am 
not  going  to  mudsling,  and  I  am  not  going  to 
say  anything  ugly  about  what  anybody  else 
stands  for.  That  is  their  business.  "By 
their  acts  ye  shall  know  them;  by  their  words 
ye  shall  judge  them." 

But  don't  expect  your  boy  to  be  willing 
to  go  and  die  in  the  trenches  for  you,  don't 
be  willing  to  expect  the  leader  of  this  coun- 
try to  exercise  prudence  and  caution  and 
judgment  and  experience  for  you  if  you  sit 
back  there  in  your  rocking  chair  on  No- 
vember 3d  and  don't  even  go  and  exercise 
your  great  heritage,  your  great  privilege  of 
voting. 

So  as  I  leave  to  go  back  to  that  locked 
gate  behind  those  big  black  bars,  where  the 
White  House  sits,  and  I  will  meet  in  the 
morning  and  get  some  spiritual  strength 


from  one  of  the  great  men  of  this  United 
States — as  I  go  back  there  tonight,  I  am  not 
even  going  to  ask  you  to  vote  for  Lyndon 
Johnson. 

I  am  going  to  ask  you  to  vote  for  the  per- 
son that  your  own  conscience  tells  you  is 
best  for  your  country,  not  your  party,  not 
yourself,  but  best  for  your  country,  because 
when  you  vote  for  what  is  best  for  your  coun- 
try, you  will  vote  for  what  is  best  for  your- 
self. 

Let's  preserve  this  Nation  as  our  fore- 
fathers intended  it  should  be — a  nation  of 
peace  with  honor;  a  nation  of  prosperity  for 
all;  a  nation  where  all  men  are  treated 
equally  and  where  there  is  special  privilege 
for  none. 

Thank  you. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  io:io  p.m.  in  the  Fifth 
Regiment  Armory  in  Baltimore.  His  opening 
words  referred  to  Senator  Daniel  B.  Brewster  of 
Maryland  and  Mayor  T.  R.  McKeldin  of  Baltimore. 
During  the  course  of  his  remarks  he  referred  to, 
among  others,  Thomas  D'Alesandro  III,  Maryland's 
city  campaign  chairman,  Herbert  R.  O'Connor,  Jr., 
State  campaign  cochairman,  Millard  E.  Tydings, 
U.S.  Senator  from  Maryland  for  many  years,  and  his 
son  Joseph  D.  Tydings,  Democratic  candidate  for 
Senator,  Representatives  Carlton  R.  Sickles,  George 
H.  Fallon,  Edward  A.  Garmatz,  Samuel  N.  Friedel, 
and  Clarence  D.  Long,  of  Maryland,  Harry  R. 
Hughes  and  Hervey  G.  Machen,  Democratic  candi- 
dates for  Representative,  Governor  J.  Millard  Tawes 
of  Maryland,  Maryland's  Attorney  General  Thomas 
B.  Finan  and  Comptroller  Louis  L.  Goldstein,  Dr. 
Mildred  Otenasek,  Democratic  national  committee- 
woman,  Francis  Keller,  State  campaign  cochairman, 
Philip  Goodman,  Maryland's  city  campaign  chair- 
man, former  Senator  George  L.  Radcliffe  of  Mary- 
land, and  Royce  Hanson,  Democratic  candidate  for 
Representative. 


[Earlier,  at  g:2y  p.m.,  the  President  spo\e  informally 
in  Auxiliary  Hall  at  the  Armory.  The  text  of  his 
remarks  follows."] 

Ladies  and  gentlemen,  boys  and  girls: 

Your  hospitality  touches  me  deeply.  I  am 
so  grateful  that  my  schedule  was  such  that  I 
could  come  back  here  to  the  great  city  of 
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Baltimore.  I  have  so  many  fond  memories 
of  this  city  and  of  this  great  State  and  their 
loyalty  to  me  through  the  years. 

I  saw  Tom  D'Alesandro  out  there  tonight 
and  I  served  v^ith  his  father  in  the  House. 
I  saw  Herbert  O'Connor  out  there  tonight 
and  I  served  with  his  father  in  the  Senate. 
I  saw  Joe  Tydings  out  there  tonight,  and  I 
served  with  his  father  in  the  Senate,  and  I 
am  going  to  have  him  over  there  next  year. 

This  is  Saturday  night,  and  after  next 
Saturday  night  there  will  just  be  3  more  days 
before  you  make  one  of  the  most  important 
decisions  that  you  ever  made  in  your  life. 
I  don't  know  whether  this  is  true  or  not, 
but  I  want  each  of  you  to  seriously  consider 
what  all  you  can  do  for  your  country,  for 
yourself,  for  the  city  of  Baltimore,  and  for 
the  Free  State  of  Maryland. 

On  November  3d,  next  Tuesday  a  week, 
you  are  going  to  select  the  leader  of  your 
country  with  all  the  nations  of  the  world. 

You  are  going  to  approve  of  our  bipartisan 
foreign  policy,  where  Senator  Arthur  Van- 
denberg  worked  with  President  Truman  to 
stop  the  Communists  in  Greece  and  Turkey, 
where  Lyndon  Johnson,  as  Democratic 
leader,  worked  with  President  Eisenhower 
in  the  Formosa  Strait,  where  Senator  Dirk- 
sen  worked  with  President  John  F.  Kennedy 
on  the  test  ban  treaty. 

Are  you  going  to  throw  all  that  bipartisan 
foreign  policy  out  the  window  and  let  it  go 
down  the  drain,  and  follow  a  new  and  dan- 
gerous course  that  leads  to  evils  we  know 
not  of? 

Tonight  in  America  we  have  72.5  million 
people  working.  Tonight  in  America  we 
have  20  million  people  drawing  social  secu- 
rity. Tonight  in  America  the  average  wage 
for  manufacturing  employees  is  $104  a  week. 
Tonight  in  America  we  have  minimum 
wages  that  protect  our  poor. 

We  have  collective  bargaining  that  gives 


our  workingman  an  equal  chance.  We  have 
equality  for  all  Americans,  and  special  privi- 
lege for  none. 

We  have  some  of  the  best  education  bills 
any  Congress  has  ever  passed.  We  have 
some  of  the  best  health  care  bills  any  Con- 
gress ever  passed,  and  we  are  going  to  pass 
medical  care  when  the  Congress  gets  back 
there,  under  social  security. 

We  have  workmen's  compensation,  we 
have  unemployment  compensation,  we  have 
the  best  social  security  system  in  all  the 
world,  and  we  are  not  about  to  let  it  go  down 
the  drain  by  making  it  voluntary. 

So  what  can  you  do  about  it?  You  can 
continue  a  bipartisan  foreign  policy  that  has 
kept  us  at  peace  for  20  years,  where  the 
leaders  of  both  parties  work  together.  You 
can  continue  on  a  domestic  policy  that  be- 
lieves in  prosperity  for  all  the  people.  Or 
you  can  vote  Republican. 

I  am  not  here  to  tell  you  how  to  vote  or 
for  whom  to  vote.  I  am  just  here  tonight  to 
tell  you  how  I  stand  and  what  I  believe  in, 
and  what  I  work  for,  and  I  hope  that  you 
good  people  will  exercise  your  obligation. 
I  hope  you  will  live  up  to  your  responsibility. 

I  know  if  your  boy  had  to  leave  and  go  to 
war  you  would  go  to  the  station  with  him. 
I  know  if  there  were  an  emergency  where 
your  country  needed  your  help  you  would 
give  your  last  drop  of  blood. 

But  I  want  to  tell  you  that  November  3d 
is  going  to  be  a  red  letter  day,  and  you  are 
either  going  to  do  your  duty  and  exercise 
your  priceless  heritage,  or  you  are  going  to 
be  sorry.  So  please  go  to  the  polls  and  vote 
for  what  your  conscience  tells  you  in  your 
heart  is  right. 

I  hope  that  you  will  give  me  a  young,  in- 
telligent, dedicated.  United  States  Senator  to 
work  with  me,  and  we  need  Joe  Tydings. 
One  of  the  best  helpers  that  I  have  in  the 
United  States  Senate  is  my  beloved  friend 
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Danny  Brewster,  a  great  Democrat,  and 
there  has  been  no  better  friend  of  mine  and 
no  greater  leader  of  the  Democratic  Party 
than  His  Excellency,  your  great  Governor, 
Millard  Tawes. 

You  don't  know  how  proud  it  made  me 
feel,  and  how  wonderful  I  think  it  was  of 
Baltimore  that  when  your  President  came 
over  to  visit  you  tonight  that  your  own 
mayor.  Mayor  McKeldin,  was  out  there  to 
greet  him,  and  I  want  to  thank  you  for  it. 

Eleven  months  and  2  days  ago  we  had  a 
terrible  tragedy  in  America,  and  on  a 
moment's  notice  I  had  to  assume  the  Presi- 
dency. I  didn't  have  time  to  make  a  study 
in  a  library.  I  didn't  have  time  to  go  out 
and  get  a  lot  of  advice  from  wise  men.  But 
I  said  to  you  people  of  America  that  night 
that  with  God's  help  and  with  your  prayers. 


I  would  do  the  best  I  could,  and  I  have  done 
that  for  1 1  months. 

If  you  want  a  foreign  policy  that  is  pru- 
dent, that  is  careful,  that  is  cautious,  that  is 
fair,  if  you  want  peace  in  the  world,  then  I 
will  give  you  the  best  efforts  I  know  how. 

If  you  believe  that  every  man  and  woman 
who  wants  a  job  ought  to  have  one,  and  that 
every  boy  and  girl  born  in  the  United  States 
has  a  right  to  an  education,  and  that  all  men 
and  women  ought  to  have  equal  opportunity, 
and  special  privilege  for  none,  then  I  will 
give  you  that  under  the  Johnson  administra- 
tion. 

So  let's  just  don't  talk,  and  let's  just  don't 
yell  and  let's  just  don't  brag.  Let's  talk  to 
our  kinfolks  and  our  uncles  and  our  cousins 
and  our  aunts,  and  let's  go  do  our  duty  No- 
vember 3d  and  vote  Democratic. 

note:  See  note  on  page  1421. 


704    Letter  to  the  President,  Board  of  Commissioners,  on  Crime 
in  the  District  of  Columbia.     October  25, 1964 

[  Released  October  25,  1964.    Dated  October  20,  1964  ] 


Dear  Mr,  Tobriner: 

Thank  you  for  your  letter  discussing  both 
the  problem  of  crime  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia and  the  various  programs  in  opera- 
tion to  combat  crime  in  the  District.  As 
your  letter  makes  clear,  crime  within  our 
cities  is  basically  a  responsibility  for  local  au- 
thorities, but  one  in  which  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment must  be  helpful  and  cooperative.  I 
am  glad  that  in  the  District  there  has  been 
such  cooperation  and  that  oflScials  and  citi- 
zens are  working  together  to  solve  the 
District's  crime  problems. 

I  am  particularly  pleased  that  the  District's 
major  effort  to  reduce  juvenile  delinquency 
is  now  underway.  Early  this  year  in  recom- 
mending the  District  budget  to  the  Congress, 


I  stated  that  the  District — and  the  Nation — 
faced  no  more  important  social  challenge 
than  the  increase  in  juvenile  crime.  I 
pledged  my  support  then  to  the  most  com- 
prehensive attack  on  this  evil  that  could  be 
devised. 

You  may  be  assured  that  this  Administra- 
tion will  continue  to  stimulate,  aid  and  en- 
courage the  District  efforts  in  every  way. 
This  Nation  deserves  and  must  have  a  capi- 
tal city  which  is  in  the  very  front  rank  in 
respect  for  law  by  its  citizens,  and  in  safety 
for  its  residents  and  visitors. 
Sincerely, 

Lyndon  B.  Johnson 

[Honorable  Walter  N.  Tobriner,  Commissioner,  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia  Government,  Washington,  D.C.] 


1423 


[704]    Oct,  25 


Public  Papers  of  the  Presidents 


note:  In  his  letter,  dated  October  19  and  released 
with  the  President's  reply,  Mr.  Tobriner  pointed  out 
that  juvenile  offenders  were  largely  responsible  for 
the  increased  crime  rate  in  the  District  of  Columbia, 
and  that  a  major  effort  was  under  way  to  reduce 
juvenile  delinquency.  He  stated  that  with  financial 
and  other  assistance  from  the  President's  Committee 
on  Juvenile  Delinquency  and  Youth  Crime,  officiak 
and  citizens  were  cooperating  in  a  comprehensive 
and  coordinated  attack,  and  that  "adult  as  well  as 
juvenile  crime  will  decrease  as  we  improve  employ- 
ment oppormnities,  remedy  the  inadequacies  in  edu- 
cation and  training,  provide  more  decent  homes  and 
better  home  environments,  improve  recreation  and 
health  facilities."  Programs  being  developed  under 
the  Economic  Opportunity  Act  of  1964,  he  said, 
would  also  provide  vital  assistance  in  reducing  the 
District's  crime  rate. 

The    Board    of   Commissioners,    he    added,    had 


sought  and  secured  appropriations  to  enlarge  the 
effective  force  of  the  Police  Department  and  to  insti- 
tute a  police  cadet  program  to  increase  the  supply 
of  qualified  police  officers.  He  said  that  the  Com- 
missioners and  the  Police  Department  "are  diligently 
seeking  to  increase  the  respect  for  and  appreciation 
of  the  Department  by  citizens  and  citizen  groups," 
and  that  a  Community  Relations  Unit  had  recently 
been  created  to  work  with  local  citizens  on  programs 
to  ameliorate  conditions  which  lead  to  crime. 

Mr.  Tobriner  expressed  appreciation  for  the  sup- 
port of  the  administration,  particularly  the  summer 
job  programs  for  disadvantaged  youth  and  efforts 
to  reduce  school  dropouts.  He  concluded  by  stating 
that  with  the  "continuation  of  your  support  and  that 
of  so  many  members  of  your  administration,  we  are 
confident  that  Washington  can  and  will  become 
a  pacesetter  for  the  Nation." 


705    Statement  by  the  President  on  the  Agreement 
With  the  Soviet  Union  for  the  Exchange  of 
Weather  Information.     October  25,  1964 


I  AM  HAPPY  to  be  able  to  announce  that 
we  have  reached  an  agreement  with  the 
Soviet  Union  for  the  exchange  of  weather 
information  between  Washington  and  Mos- 
cow. 

This  is  a  good  step  forward  in  building  the 
World  Weather  System  to  which  I  repledged 
American  cooperation  last  June  at  Holy 
Cross  College. 

This  cooperative  effort  has  grown  out  of 
the  beginning  made  by  President  Kennedy 
in  his  speech  to  the  United  Nations  on  Sep- 
tember 25,  1 96 1.  He  said  then  that  our 
country  ".  .  .  would  propose  cooperative 
efforts  between  all  nations  in  weather  pre- 
dictions and  eventually  in  weather  con- 
trol  " 

In  1961  and  1962,  the  United  Nations 
called  upon  the  World  Meteorological  Orga- 
nization to  develop  a  program  of  cooperation 
that  would  strengthen  weather  service  and 
research.  The  Organization  responded  with 
a  concept  of  a  world  weather  system  and  has 


designated  Moscow  and  Washington  as  two 
world  weather  centers. 

The  United  States  and  the  Soviet  Union 
have  been  working  out  an  agreement  to  ex- 
change weather  information  over  a  direct 
communications  link  between  the  two  capi- 
tals. The  agreement  we  have  now  reached 
provides  for  the  exchange  on  a  reciprocal 
basis  of  weather  information  gathered  by 
satellites.  For  a  short  initial  period  conven- 
tional data  will  be  exchanged.  We  hope  that 
other  member  nations  of  the  World  Meteor- 
ological Organization  may  eventually  partici- 
pate in  the  exchange  of  data  over  this 
weather  link. 

We  expect  that  the  formal  terms  of  this 
new  agreement  will  be  released  next  week  at 
a  meeting  in  New  York  of  the  United  Na- 
tions Committee  on  Peaceful  Uses  of  Outer 
Space. 

In  addition,  I  esxpect  to  be  able  in  the  near 
future  to  announce  the  opening  of  the  world 
weather  center  in  Washington.     We  have 
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already  been  exchanging  test  transmissions 
on  an  experimental  basis.  We  know  that  the 
new  link,  when  in  operation,  will  be  a  sub- 
stantial step  forward  in  speeding  the  trans- 
mission of  valuable  weather  data  in  both 
directions.  The  American  weatherman 
and  the  American  public  will  immediately 
benefit  from  these  improvements. 

I  take  this  opportunity  to  release  a  letter 
that  I  have  sent  to  Secretary  Hodges.  This 
letter  emphasizes  my  continuing  support 
for  international  cooperation  in  weather  mat- 
ters, and  my  desire  to  ensure  that  all  depart- 
ments and  agencies  of  the  United  States 
Government  do  their  full  part  in  support  of 
international  weather  activities. 


October  23,  1964 
Dear  Mr.  Secretary: 

As  you  are  fully  aware,  we  have  over  the 
past  few  years  witnessed  a  substantial  in- 
crease in  international  cooperation  in 
weather  matters.  The  nations  of  the  world 
are  exchanging  meteorological  data  and  pool- 
ing their  activities  to  a  greater  extent  than 
ever  before  to  provide  early  warnings  of  se- 
vere storms  and  other  calamities  of  nature, 
to  further  the  safety  and  efficiency  of  air 
and  sea  travel,  and  to  promote  industry,  com- 
merce, and  agriculture  within  their  own 
borders.  The  most  recent  significant  event 
in  international  weather  cooperation  has 
been  the  agreement  among  the  member  na- 
tions of  the  World  Meteorological  Organi- 
zation to  accelerate  the  development  of  a 
World  Weather  System.  When  the  System 
is  brought  into  full  operation,  it  will  bring 
substantial  benefits  both  to  our  own  coun- 


try and  to  the  less  developed  nations  of  the 
world.  I  have  pledged  the  cooperation  of 
the  United  States  in  the  development  of  the 
System  because  of  its  importance  to  us  and 
to  the  world  at  large. 

A  number  of  Federal  departments  and 
agencies  are  presently  involved  in  interna- 
tional activities  in  meteorology  and  have  a 
concern  with  one  aspect  or  another  of  United 
States  international  meteorological  policies. 
With  the  growth  of  international  coopera- 
tion in  weather  matters,  and  particularly 
with  the  quickening  of  international  efforts 
to  develop  a  World  Weather  System,  there 
must  be  even  more  continuing  consultation 
among  them  and  effective  coordination  of 
their  activities  than  has  been  necessary  up  to 
now. 

I  therefore  direct  that  you  take  such  ac- 
tion as  you  may  deem  necessary  to  bring 
the  interested  Federal  departments  and 
agencies  into  closer  consultation  and  coordi- 
nation with  regard  to  international  activities 
in  meteorology  and  the  formulation  of 
United  States  international  meteorological 
policies  and  programs  to  ensure  that  the 
United  States  will  continue  to  make  a  signifi- 
cant contribution  to  international  meteoro- 
logical activities. 

Sincerely, 

Lyndon  B.  Johnson 

[The  Honorable  Luther  H.  Hodges,  Secretary  of 
Commerce,  Washington,   D.C.] 

note:  The  text  of  the  Memorandum  of  Under- 
standing and  the  accompanying  Protocol  is  pub- 
lished in  the  Department  of  State  Bulletin  (vol. 
51,  p.  792). 
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706    Statement  by  the  President:  National  First  Voters  Week. 
October  25,  1964 

I  HAVE  designated  the  week  of  October  25, 
1964,  as  National  First  Voters  Week.  The 
purpose  is  to  bring  to  public  attention  both 
the  promises  and  the  problems  of  our  young- 
est generation  of  voters. 

Nearly  lo  million  new  voters  are  eligible 
to  vote  in  the  forthcoming  national  elections 
for  the  first  time.  These  young  citizens 
form  the  most  energetic,  enthusiastic,  and 
forward-looking  group  of  all  our  people. 

Our  forefathers  won  for  us — and  pre- 
served for  us — the  precious  right  to  a  voice 
in  the  selection  of  those  who  will  guide  the 
destinies  of  our  land.  It  is  heartening  that 
this  heritage  is  being  honored  by  the  millions 
of  today's  young  Americans  who  are  par- 
ticipating so  actively,  so  intelligently,  and 
with  so  great  a  sense  of  responsibility  in  the 
campaigns  and  elections  this  year. 

Our  hope  for  a  better  America  lies  today, 
as  always,  with  the  talents,  wisdom,  and  will 
of  young  Americans.  They  embody  the 
ideals  and  devotion,  the  strength  and  cour- 


age which  we  shall  need  in  the  years  ahead 
to  combat  and  overcome  poverty,  disease, 
ignorance,  and  division  in  our  own  land — 
and  to  meet  the  stern  tests  of  this  century's 
contests  between  freedom  and  totalitarian- 
ism. By  encouraging  these  young  men  and 
women  to  exercise  their  precious  heritage  of 
the  franchise,  and  especially  by  encouraging 
those  eligible  for  the  first  time  to  do  so,  we 
hope  to  lay  the  firmest  possible  foundation 
for  America's  future  safety  and  security. 

The  strength  and  character  of  America's 
youth  have  been  misjudged  in  many  genera- 
tions past,  but  let  none  miscalculate  or  mis- 
represent the  fiber  of  this  generation  for  they 
are  a  solid  rock  on  which  America's  future 
rests  firmly.  We  pray  for  them  that  the 
course  of  their  Nation  will  permit  their  gen- 
eration to  serve  freedom  only  in  the  battles 
of  peace  and  never  in  the  battles  of  war. 

note:  The  period  October  25-October  31,  1964, 
was  designated  National  First  Voters  Week  by 
Proclamation  3624  (29  F.R.  14471;  3  CFR,  1964 
Supp.). 


707    Statement  by  the  President  Announcing  a  Series  of  Statements 
on  Economic  Issues.     October  25,  1964 


GREAT  ISSUES  lie  before  the  country  for 
decision.  The  supreme  issues  of  life  and 
death  are  in  the  field  of  foreign  policy — as 
Red  China's  bomb  and  the  changes  in  Mos- 
cow so  forcibly  remind  us. 

But  the  strength  that  underlies  our  world 
leadership  is  anchored  in  the  prosperity  and 
stability  of  the  American  economy.  Our 
4-year  record  of  strong  and  balanced  eco- 
nomic advance  knows  no  parallel  in  this  or 
any  other  country.    Maintaining  this  great 


prosperity  is  a  vital  task  that  challenges  our 
free  society. 

So  the  American  people  have  every  right  to 
do  more  than  just  "look  at  the  record." 
They  have  every  right  to  ask  where  I  stand 
on  the  key  economic  issues  that  will  deter- 
mine the  health  and  growth  of  our  economy. 

In  a  series  of  brief  White  House  statements 
over  the  next  few  days,  I  will  outline  my 
position  on  some  of  the  most  important  eco- 
nomic issues  before  the  country  today.    I 
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shall  deal  with  the  following  topics: 

1.  Maintaining  Prosperity 

2.  Monetary  Policy  for  Stability  and 

Growth 

3.  Strengthening  Our  Balance  of  Pay- 

ments 

4.  Responsible    and    Effective    Fiscal 

Policy 

5.  Further  Tax  Reduction 


6.  Strengthening  State-Local  Govern- 

ment 

7.  Improving  the  Tax  System 

8.  Expanding  World  Trade 

9.  Promoting  Responsible  Price- Wage 

Decisions 
10.  Achieving  Full  Employment 

note:  For  the  individual  statements  on  the  lo  topics, 
see  Items  708,  714,  722-724,  730,  731,  739,  740, 
and  743. 


708    Presidential  Statement  No.  i  on  Economic  Issues: 
Maintaining  Prosperity.     October  25,  1964 


I.  OUR  PROSPECTS  for  maintaining  pros- 
perity start  from  the  solid  base  of  a  44-month 
expansion  that  shows  no  signs  of  faltering: 

— ^Nearly  5  million  new  nonfarm  jobs  have 
been  created  since  early  1961. 

— Our  total  production  is  now  expanding 
at  a  5  percent  annual  rate. 

— Profits  after  taxes  are  up  more  than  65 
percent  since  early  1961. 

— ^Wages  and  salaries  after  taxes  are  up 
nearly  $60  billion. 

2.  Excesses  and  speculation  have  been 
avoided : 

— Prices  and  costs  have  been  more  stable 
than  in  any  other  industrial  country  in  tlie 
world. 

— Inventories  have  been  rising  very  mod- 
estly, far  less  rapidly  than  sales. 

— Credit  expansion  has  been  moderate, 
and  the  money  supply  has  risen  less  than 
the  Nation's  output. 

— ^Expansion  of  plant  capacity  has  been 
closely  geared  to  developing  markets. 

3.  This  unprecedented  period  of  peacetime 
prosperity  has  broken  the  historical  rhythm 
of  recessions  after  every  2  or  3  years  of  ex- 
pansion. It  stands  in  sharp  contrast  to  the 
recent  history  of  recessions  in  1953-54?  1957- 
58,  and  i960. 


4.  It  would  be  wrong  to  say  that  recessions 
are  a  relic  of  the  past.  But  we  are  convinced 
that  recessions  are  not  inevitable,  and  sus- 
tained prosperity  is  our  realistic  objective. 
Many  of  the  free  economies  of  Western 
Europe  have  gone  more  than  a  decade  with- 
out a  business  decline. 

5.  The  best  way  to  avoid  recessions  is  to 
maintain  strong  and  steady  forward  momen- 
tum. A  continued  partnership  of  Govern- 
ment and  private  enterprise  can  supply  that 
momentum: 

— ^by  continued  restraint  in  costs  and 
prices,  combined  with  steady  progress  in 
modernization,  improved  management,  and 
cost-cutting  investments; 

— ^by  further  tax  reduction,  with  excises 
first  in  line,  carefully  timed  and  tailored  to 
maintain  continued  growth  and  to  head  off 
recession; 

— by  monetary  policies  to  provide  adequate 
credit  for  steady  expansion  without  inflation; 

— and,  finally,  by  a  spirit  of  constructive 
cooperation,  not  angry  antagonism,  between 
Government  and  private  enterprise. 

6.  A  good  offense— a  vigorous  program 
for  sustaining  prosperity — is  our  best  defense 
against  recession.  But  //  recession  were  to 
threaten,  a  well-timed  tax  cut  would  be  one 
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of  our  most  effective  measures.  And  within 
the  bounds  of  efficient  Government  expendi- 
tures, a  speedup  of  public  v^orks  and  other 


Federal  outlays  could  also  take  up  economic 
slack. 

note:  For  a  statement  by  the  President  announcing 
a  series  of  statements  on  economic  issues,  see  Item 
707. 


709    Remarks  in  Boca  Raton  at  the  Dedication  of  Florida  Atlantic 
University.     October  25,  1964 


President  Williams: 

There  is  something  about  this  Florida  air, 
clean  and  alive,  that  reminds  me  of  Texas. 
There  is  much  similarity  between  Texas  and 
Florida  that  has  nothing  to  do  w^ith  oranges 
and  grapefruit,  but  it  has  to  do  with  people 
and  climate.  The  sun  is  warm,  the  people 
are  friendly,  and  the  tomorrows  are  always 
bright  with  hope. 

Thank  you.  President  Williams,  for  your 
gracious  welcome.  Thank  you,  too.  Dean 
Pilcher  and  Dean  Miller.  It  is  good  for  me 
to  be  with  two  of  the  great  Senators  of  our 
time,  your  own  senior  Senator  and  my  long- 
time friend  Spessard  Holland.  Florida  citi- 
zens have  shown  good  sense  and  sound  judg- 
ment in  keeping  this  good  man  in  the  United 
States  Senate  where  he  can  serve  his  State 
and  his  Nation.  And  I  am  so  glad  today  to 
see  my  old  colleague  and  my  loyal  friend 
for  many  years,  your  brilliant,  young  Senator 
George  Smathers.  He  has  distinguished 
Florida  by  his  record  and  his  ability  in  the 
United  States  Senate. 

Thanks,  Governor  Bryant,  for  your  being 
here  with  me,  too.  I  am  so  proud  to  call 
you  my  friend,  and  I  want  to  say  here  in 
Florida  how  much  all  the  people  of  the  Na- 
tion regard  you  as  a  good  American. 

There  are  few  congressional  delegations 
that  have  more  competent  representation 
than  Florida's.  My  friends  Paul  Rogers  and 
Dante  Fascell,  and  Claude  Pepper,  are  in 
the  forefront  of  all  that  is  valuable  for  your 


State  and  your  country.  I  was  happy  to 
have  welcome  me  outstanding  citizens  of  this 
great  State,  like  Warren  Goodrich,  Tom 
Fleming,  and  Mrs.  Annette  Baker. 

I  would  like  to  pay  tribute  to  the  consist- 
ent leadership  of  the  Florida  State  cabinet. 
I  commend  the  people  of  Florida  for  men 
like  Tom  Adams,  Ed  Larson,  Ray  Green, 
Jim  Kynes,  Tom  Bailey,  and  Doyle  Conner. 

This  is  a  proud  occasion,  President  Wil- 
liams, for  you  and  for  your  colleagues,  for 
this  community,  and  for  Florida,  and  for  me. 
It  is  always  exciting  to  dedicate  a  new 
university. 

The  Good  Book  tells  us  that  "one  genera- 
tion passeth  away  and  another  generation 
cometh,"  and  if  I  speak  with  special  feeling 
about  this,  it  is  partly  because  I  was  a  teacher 
once.  I  like  to  think  sometimes  that  I  still 
am.  This  feeling  also  goes  back  30  years  to 
my  work  with  the  National  Youth  Admin- 
istration. My  job  was  to  see  that  thousands 
of  boys  and  girls  were  not  denied  an  educa- 
tion because  of  the  financial  hardship  of 
their  families. 

As  a  tenant  farmer's  son,  I  almost  didn't 
get  any  college  education,  and  I  know  how 
much  difference  a  full  education  makes. 
For  me,  it  was  a  passport  out  of  poverty. 

Not  long  after  I  became  President,  I  was 
having  dinner  one  night  with  the  Canadian 
Prime  Minister  and  Secretary  Rusk,  Dean 
Bundy  and  a  number  of  other  people.  They 
were  talking  about  their  college  days.    Fi- 
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nally,  I  had  to  give  the  toast  of  the  evening, 
and  I  said,  "It  is  such  a  privilege  to  be  here 
this  evening,  with  three  graduates  of  Har- 
vard, two  of  Yale,  four  from  Princeton,  five 
Rhodes  scholars,  and  one  graduate  of  the 
San  Marcos  State  Teachers  College." 

So  it  means  a  great  deal  to  me.  President 
Williams,  that  you  would  ask  me  to  come 
here  today,  and  give  me  this  honor.  Your 
plans  for  Florida  Atlantic  University  are 
drawn  from  the  experience  of  the  past,  and 
they  meet  the  specifications  of  the  future. 
You  reflect  in  these  plans  what  I  see  of  the 
new  future  for  education  in  America,  and 
particularly  in  our  part  of  America. 

There  are  three  elements  in  it. 

First,  it  must  be  a  new  future  of  full 
equity  in  educational  opportunity  for  all 
Americans. 

Second,  it  must  be  a  future  of  new  learn- 
ing to  meet  new  demands. 

Third,  it  must  be  a  future  of  new  methods 
which  are  necessary  to  teach  much  more 
to  many  more. 

I  wish  that  as  we  meet  here  on  this  Sab- 
bath Day,  in  all  the  freedom,  luxury,  and 
prosperity  that  is  ours,  that  we  could  count 
the  blessings  that  are  ours  and  somehow 
bring  it  home  to  each  of  us  that  we  are  no 
stronger  than  the  weakest  among  us. 

The  great  privilege  and  the  responsibility 
of  your  next  President  of  the  United  States, 
whoever  he  may  be,  will  be  to  participate 
in  two  great  new  prospects,  and  I  would  hope 
that  the  modern,  intelligent,  imaginative, 
patriotic  Floridian  would  furnish  great 
leadership  in  these  prospects. 

The  first  prospect  is  the  conquest  of  outer 
space.  I  would  remind  you  that  we  cannot 
be  first  on  earth  and  second  in  space. 

The  second  prospect  is  the  development 
of  the  inner  man.  I  believe,  I  genuinely  and 
sincerely  believe,  that  every  American  boy 
and  girl  born  under  this  flag  has  an  un- 


qualified right  to  all  the  education  that  he 
or  she  can  make  good  use  of,  and  a  respon- 
sibility to  get  it.  Now,  if  in  our  local  com- 
munities we  can  make  adequate  provision  for 
all  the  classrooms  we  need,  and  we  can  man 
all  those  classrooms  with  adequately  trained 
and  properly  paid  teachers,  well  and  good, 
because  the  best  government  is  the  govern- 
ment that  is  closest  to  the  people. 

But  if  we  find  somehow  in  our  economic 
operations  that  it  is  necessary  to  have  some 
State  support,  then  before  we  turn  our  back 
on  realizing  the  ultimate  potential  of  each 
individual,  we  must  have  the  State  join 
with  us. 

And  rather  than  to  sit  idly  by  and  do  a 
mediocre  job,  or  only  do  part  of  a  job,  and  ul- 
timately wind  up,  in  the  classification  of  120 
nations,  way  down  that  list,  then  it  is  neces- 
sary to  draw  upon  the  National  Government 
to  support  and  to  supplement,  and  to  do 
whatever  may  be  required  to  see  that  every 
Florida,  every  Mississippi,  every  Alabama, 
every  Texas,  every  New  York  boy  and  girl 
has  all  the  training  up  here  in  this  technologi- 
cal age  that  he  can  properly  take,  because 
the  competition  in  this  century  is  great  and 
is  dangerous. 

Now,  so  far  we  have  not  recognized  in  this 
country  either  this  right  of  every  boy  and 
girl,  all  the  little  ones  sitting  at  that  fence,  to 
all  the  education  they  can  take,  nor  have  we 
recognized  this  responsibility. 

Almost  a  million  boys  and  girls  drop  out 
of  school  each  year,  or  they  are  pushed  out 
by  forces  beyond  their  control.  They  face  a 
jobless  future.  Every  year  more  than  100,- 
000  school  graduates  with  proven  ability  drop 
out  and  do  not  even  go  on  to  college  for  one 
reason:  because  they  cannot  afford  it. 

How  many  world  leaders,  how  many 
great  admirals,  how  many  imaginative  gen- 
erals, how  many  Presidents  and  Senators  and 
Congressmen  and  educators  and  presidents 
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of  great  universities  we  lose  we  do  not  know. 

But  we  do  know  that  more  than  21  miUion 
youngsters  now  in  grade  school — 21  mil- 
lion— I  out  of  every  9 — will  end  their  educa- 
tion short  of  college  in  a  technological  age 
when  all  the  skill  that  they  can  acquire  is 
not  necessary  just  for  them,  but  is  essential 
to  our  survival.  We  do  know  that  i  out  of  9 
is  going  down  the  drain  unless  you  do  some- 
thing about  it. 

Science  and  technology  have  moved  so 
swiftly  that  advanced  education  is  no  longer 
a  luxury  just  to  be  enjoyed  by  the  child  of 
the  banker,  or  by  the  children  of  fortunate 
families.  In  this  afternoon  of  our  life,  as 
you  sit  here,  I  say  to  you  that  it  is  a  necessity 
for  every  American  boy,  and  I  repeat  and 
try  to  drum  it  into  all  of  our  heads  that  it  is 
the  right  of  every  American  boy  and  girl. 

To  deny  it  to  the  children  of  poverty  not 
only  denies  the  most  elementary  democratic 
equality,  it  perpetuates  poverty  as  a  national 
weakness.  And  it  denies  our  democracy  and 
our  great  free  enterprise  system  of  govern- 
ment. It  denies  them  the  educated  citizens 
that  we  must  have  if  we  are  to  lead  and  stay 
in  the  forefront  of  the  other  120  nations  in 
the  world. 

So,  what  of  it?  We  must,  therefore,  pre- 
pare the  next  generation  for  the  great  de- 
cisions that  it  will  have  to  make. 

When  I  was  a  boy — ^my  grandfather 
moved  away,  50  years  before  I  discovered 
America,  from  the  prairies  of  Texas  to  the 
hills  in  order  that  he  could  enjoy  more  free- 
dom. He  wanted  to  get  away  from  the 
trains  that  passed  through  every  night  and 
disturbed  him.  He  went  out  into  a  new, 
uncharted  wilderness,  and  he  chose  well, 
because  he  settled  Johnson  City  almost  100 
years  ago  and  there  hasn't  a  train  come 
through  there  since. 

But  in  the  day  and  age  now  in  which  we 
live,  it  is  not  the  question  that  the  oldtimers 


said  when  they  did  bring  the  first  train  to 
the  prairie  where  they  were,  "They  will 
never  get  it  started,  and  if  they  get  it  started, 
they  will  never  get  it  stopped." 

Here  in  the  State  where  we  will  send  our 
first  American  to  the  moon,  we  must  think 
in  terms  of  the  21st  century  and  the  22d 
century,  and  not  the  i8th  century  and  the 
19th  century. 

And  ask  yourself  tonight  whether  you 
want  your  grade  school  Florida  boys,  and 
you  want  your  high  school  Florida  girls 
competing  with  the  ruthless  Communists 
who  have  Ph.  D.'s,  and  expect  them  to  out- 
produce them,  to  outthink  them,  and  to  out- 
lead  them. 

In  the  last  century  we  decided  in  this 
country,  in  a  very  forward  step,  on  a  certain 
amount  of  free  education  for  all  children. 
Well,  that  decision,  that  decision  more  than 
any  other,  put  America  in  the  forefront  of 
civilization's  advance  in  the  world. 

So  I  think  it  is  time  now,  I  think  it  is  past 
time,  for  a  new,  adventurous,  imaginative, 
courageous  breakthrough,  for  a  new  revolu- 
tion in  education  in  America. 

I  am  old  enough  to  remember  some  of  the 
voices  of  gloom  and  doom  that  opposed  uni- 
versal free  education.  I  remember  some  of 
my  State  legislators  talking  about  the  loss  of 
their  freedoms  when  we  passed  a  compul- 
sory attendance  law  in  our  State. 

But  I  would  remind  you  that  the  freedom 
that  we  lost  by  educating  our  children  is 
nothing  to  compare  to  the  freedom  we  would 
lose  if  we  didn't  educate  them. 

Universal  free  education  through  high 
school — that  was  the  decision  of  a  century 
ago.  But  it  no  longer  meets  the  test  of  the 
current  times.  The  high  school  boys  are  not 
going  to  keep  the  Cape  Canaverals  function- 
ing in  the  year  2000.  So  our  goal  must  be 
to  open  the  doors  of  higher  education  to  all 
who  can  possible  meet  that  standard  and 
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qualify. 

The  proud  achievement  of  the  GI  bill — 
and  it  doesn't  seem  to  me  that  you  ought  to 
have  to  go  into  uniform  and  go  to  boot  camp, 
and  spend  2  or  3  years  in  the  service  in 
order  for  your  Government  to  have  an  inter- 
est in  your  education.  And  yet  there  is  not 
a  Member  of  Congress  today  that  v^ould  look 
back  on  that  GI  bill  and  say,  "We  made  a 
mistake  in  making  that  great  adventure  and 
that  great  decision." 

The  GI  bill  challenges  us  to  programs  of 
loans  and  scholarships  enabling  every  young 
man  and  w^oman  w^ho  has  the  ability  to  move 
beyond  the  high  school  level.  So  I  think 
we  just  must  not  rest  until  each  child — GI  or 
no  GI,  boy  or  girl,  rich  or  poor — ^has  the 
opportunity  to  get  the  kind  of  education  that 
he  needs  and  that  his  country  needs  for  him 
to  have  in  order  to  defend  it. 

And  I  think  it  is  a  little  w^iser  policy  to 
do  a  little  better  planning,  to  take  the  boy 
out  of  the  cotton  field  and  train  him  in  his 
normal  high  school  years  and  his  college 
years  to  develop  himself,  rather  than  to  issue 
an  emergency  order  and  jerk  him  ofl  over- 
night and  send  him  on  a  train  to  a  boot  camp 
and  then  try  to  teach  him  how^  to  fire  a  mis- 
sile or  handle  a  B-52  over  Moscow  without 
much  notice. 

So  there  is  no  real  disagreement,  I  think, 
in  this  country  about  what  I  am  talking 
about.  We  all  want  very  much  to  do  these 
things.  But  we  are  not  doing  them.  We 
have  stumbled  in  our  ejfiforts.  Why?  Be- 
cause of  various  differences,  because  of  lack 
of  initiative,  because  of  budget  problems,  be- 
cause of  the  differences  that  we  have  had 
regarding  segregation,  because  of  the  diffi- 
culties we  have  had  about  the  relationship 
of  public  and  private  schools,  because  of  the 
concern  that  I  referred  to  a  little  earlier  about 
local  responsibility,  and  State  responsibility, 
and  Federal  relationships. 


These  have  been  difficult  problems.  They 
are  still  difficult.  But  if  we  are  going  to  be 
the  leader  of  the  world,  and  if  we  are  going 
to  survive  in  this  world,  they  must  be  worked 
out.  And  we  can,  and  we  will,  and  we  must 
find  ways  of  working  cooperatively  together 
to  achieve  our  common  purpose. 

Now,  finally,  we  must  turn  the  genius  of 
science  and  technology  to  the  service  of  edu- 
cation as  we  have  to  the  service  of  medicine 
and  other  disciplines.  The  planners  of  the 
Florida  Atlantic  University  have  placed  very 
special  emphasis  on  bringing  significant  in- 
novations to  the  methods  of  education.  You 
are  moving  far  toward  making  the  partner- 
ship between  campus  and  country  stronger, 
so  that  the  harvest  of  the  future  will  be  more 
fruitful  for  all  of  our  people. 

President  Williams,  a  great  challenge 
awaits  you  and  this  faculty.  You  are  start- 
ing here  today  new,  which  I  think  gives  you 
infinite  opportunity.  The  road  ahead  is,  as 
I  must  have  implied,  not  easy  for  a  new 
university.  But  I  urge  you  to  remember  the 
admonition:  "Let  us  not  be  weary  in  well 
doing;  for  in  due  season  we  shall  reap." 
The  past  is  your  teacher,  but  it  holds  you  in 
no  bondage. 

So  I  join  you  this  evening  in  dedicating 
Florida  Atlantic  University  to  the  responsi- 
bility of  preparing  the  sons  and  daughters  of 
Florida  to  meet  the  future,  to  meet  it  on  its 
own  terms,  and  on  yours. 

A  great  son  of  Georgia  came  to  Texas  to 
become  one  of  the  early  Presidents  of  the 
Republic  of  Texas.  He  said  in  words  that 
I  shall  always  remember,  and  that  I  would 
hope  you  would  not  forget:  "Education  is 
the  guardian  genius  of  democracy.  Educa- 
tion is  the  only  dictator  that  free  men  recog- 
nize. And  education  is  the  only  ruler  that 
free  men  desire." 

Now  I  must  go  along.  I  want  to  tell  you 
what  a  pleasure  it  has  been  to  be  here  with 
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you.  You  are  one  of  the  modern  States  of 
America.  The  rest  of  the  country  looks  to 
you  folks  who  have  come  here  from  all  the 
States  of  the  Union,  and  those  of  you  that 
were  born  here  to  lead  us  into  a  fuller  and 
better  life. 

And  your  sons  that  represent  you  in  the 
temples  of  justice  and  who  are  your  spokes- 
men in  the  legislative  chambers  of  the  Na- 
tion, are  among  the  most  dependable  and 
most  enlightened.  I  know  that  you  would 
want  to  be  able  to  say  that  about  your  grand- 
sons and  about  your  grandchildren's  chil- 
dren, too. 

So  I  implore  you  to  recognize  before  it  is 
too  late  that  while  the  Soviet  Union  can  put 
up  Sputnik  I,  and  while  we  are  debating 
about  it.  Sputnik  II  is  saying  "Beep,  beep, 
beep"  in  the  sky,  that  we  are  sometimes 
mighty  slow  to  start,  but  mighty  hard  to 
stop.  We  don't  need  argumentation  about 
the  desirability  of  preparing  our  children  to 
think  and  to  act  with  judgment. 

But  remember,  whether  it  is  the  man  that 
picks  up  the  telephone  on  the  end  of  the 
"hot  line"  that  is  calling  from  Moscow,  or 
whether  it  is  the  man  that  sits  there  with  the 
responsibility  of  his   thumb   close   to  that 


button,  who  must  act  on  a  moment's  notice, 
that  no  man's  judgment  on  any  given  ques- 
tion is  any  better  than  the  information  he 
has  on  that  question.  And  he  can't  get  all  the 
information  he  needs  in  this  space  age  hunt- 
ing and  fishing.  He  can't  get  all  that  he 
needs  on  the  football  field  or  the  baseball 
diamond.  He  has  to  get  it  in  grade  school, 
high  school,  in  college,  in  graduate  work, 
because  Americans  must  never  be  second  to 
anyone. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  5:27  p.m.  at  the 
Florida  Ariantic  University  at  Boca  Raton  after  be- 
ing awarded  an  honorary  degree  of  doctor  of  humane 
letters.  His  opening  words  referred  to  Kenneth 
R.  Williams,  president  of  the  University.  Later  he 
referred  to  Palmer  C.  Pilcher,  dean  of  Academic 
Affairs,  and  Roger  Miller,  dean  of  Administrative 
Affairs,  of  the  University,  and  Senators  Spessard 
L.  Holland  and  George  A.  Smathers,  Governor  Farris 
Bryant,  and  Representatives  Paul  Rogers,  Dante  Fas- 
cell,  and  Claude  Pepper,  all  of  Florida,  Warren 
Goodrich,  chairman  of  the  Florida  State  Democratic 
Executive  Committee,  Thomas  F.  Fleming,  State 
Democratic  campaign  coordinator,  Mrs.  Annette 
Baker,  State  Democratic  committeewoman,  and 
the  following  members  of  the  Florida  State  cabinet: 
Tom  Adams,  Secretary  of  State,  J.  Edwin  Larson, 
Treasurer,  Ray  E.  Green,  Comptroller,  James  Kynes, 
Executive  Assistant  to  the  Governor,  Thomas  D. 
Bailey,  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction,  and 
Doyle  E.  Conner,  Commissioner  of  Agriculture. 
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Governor,  Senator  Smathers,  Senator  Hol- 
land, Congressman  Fascell: 

I  think  this  is  a  generous  thing  for  you  to 
do,  and  very  thoughtful.  I  know  the  deep 
interest  that  each  of  you  have  taken.  I  know 
how  you  feel  about  it,  Governor. 

I  am  happy  that  it  seems  to  be  on  the 
v/ay  to  a  favorable  solution.  Claude  Pepper 
talks  to  me  about  it  every  day,  and  I  am  going 
to  have  a  little  more  time  now  to  do  some- 
thing else.     Senator  Holland  and  Senator 


Smathers  have  given  it  top  priority  on  their 
Hst. 

At  the  White  House  the  other  day  we 
talked  to  them  and  asked  them  to  reexplore 
it.  I  think  this  is  not  only  going  to  be  a 
wonderful  thing  for  the  United  States  Gov- 
ernment, and  all  the  Western  Hemisphere, 
but  I  think  it  will  be  a  great  thing  for  the 
progressive  and  forward-looking  State  of 
Florida.  For  some  of  you,  it  is  a  dream  that 
has  come  true. 
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As  long  as  I  am  in  a  position  to  do  so,  I 
will  try  to  contribute  what  I  can  to  what 
all  of  you  have  envisioned  as  a  most  worth- 
while and  public  project. 

Thank  you  for  this.   I  will  treasure  it. 

note:   The   President  spoke  at  7:40   p.m.   in  the 
Terrace  Room  at  the  Dupont  Plaza  Hotel  in  Miami, 


Fla.  His  opening  words  referred  to  Governor  Farris 
Bryant,  Senators  George  A.  Smathers  and  Spessard  L. 
Holland,  and  Representative  Dante  B.  Fascell,  all 
of  Florida. 

The  book  presented  to  the  President  contained  an 
illustrated  description  of  "Interama,"  a  cultural  and 
trade  center  for  Latin  American  countries,  under 
construction  in  Miami. 
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WHEREAS  representatives  of  the  Federal 
Government  and  of  the  Governors  of  the 
States  in  the  Appalachian  region  have  been 
cooperating  in  the  preparation  of  plans  and 
programs  for  the  long-range  development  of 
Appalachia;  and 

Whereas  such  plans  have  provided  for 
coordinated  action  by  Federal,  State,  and 
local  agencies  in  carrying  out  programs  to 
further  the  development  of  Appalachia  and 
to  facilitate  and  encourage  private  invest- 
ment in  that  area;  and 

Whereas  the  Governors  of  various  States 
of  the  Appalachian  region  have  requested 
that  such  cooperation  be  continued;  and 

Whereas  the  proper  discharge  by  the  Fed- 
eral Government  of  its  responsibilities  to  the 
people  of  the  Appalachian  region  requires 
that  such  cooperation  be  continued  and  that 
related  planning  activities  of  the  Federal 
Government  be  effectively  coordinated: 

Now,  Therefore,  by  virtue  of  the  author- 
ity vested  in  me  as  President  of  the  United 
States,  it  is  ordered  as  follov^s: 

SECTION  I.  Establishment  of  Committee, 
(a)  There  is  hereby  established  the  Federal 
Development  Planning  Committee  for  Ap- 
palachia (hereinafter  referred  to  as  the 
"Committee"). 

(b)  The  Committee  shall  be  composed  of 
the  follov^ing:  (i)  a  Chairman,  w\\o  shall  be 
appointed  by  the  President,  (2)  members, 


one  of  whom  shall  be  designated  by  and  rep- 
resent each  of  the  following-named  officers, 
respectively:  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  the 
Secretary  of  Agriculture,  the  Secretary  of 
Commerce,  the  Secretary  of  Labor,  the  Sec- 
retary of  Health,  Education,  and  Welfare, 
the  Secretary  of  the  Army,  the  Housing  and 
Home  Finance  Administrator,  and  the  Di- 
rector of  the  Office  of  Economic  Opportu- 
nity, and  (3)  a  member  who  shall  represent 
the  Tennessee  Valley  Authority  and  shall  be 
designated  by  the  board  of  directors  of  the 
Authority. 

(c)  The  Chairman  may  request  any  Fed- 
eral agency  head  not  referred  to  in  subsec- 
tion (b),  above,  to  designate  a  representative 
to  participate  in  meetings  of  the  Committee 
concerned  with  matters  of  substantial  interest 
to  such  agency  head. 

SEC.  2.  Functions  of  the  Chairman,  (a) 
The  Chairman  shall  cooperate  with  repre- 
sentatives designated  by  the  Governors  of 
States  in  the  Appalachian  region  in: 

(i)  Fostering  surveys  and  studies  to  pro- 
vide data  required  for  the  preparation  of 
plans  and  programs  for  the  development  of 
Appalachia; 

(2)  Preparing  coordinated  plans  for  the 
development  of  Appalachia  deemed  appro- 
priate to  carry  out  existing  statutory  respon- 
sibilities of  Federal,  State,  or  local  agencies. 
Such  plans  shall  be  designed  to  promote 
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optimum  benefits  from  the  expenditure  of 
Federal,  State,  and  local  funds  and  to  facili- 
tate and  promote  private  investment  in  the 
development  of  Appalachia;  and 

(3)  Preparing  legislative  and  other  rec- 
ommendations w^ith  respect  to  both  short- 
range  and  long-range  programs  and  projects 
for  Federal,  State,  or  local  agencies. 

(b)  With  the  approval  of  the  agency  head 
concerned  the  Chairman  may  arrange  for 
recommended  surveys  and  studies  to  be  made 
by  any  Federal  agency  with  respect  to  mat- 
ters falling  within  the  existing  statutory  au- 
thorities and  responsibilities  of  that  agency. 

SEC.  3.  Functions  of  the  Committee.  The 
Committee  shall: 

(a)  Advise  the  Chairman  with  respect  to 
(i)  surveys  and  studies  needed  for  the  prep- 
aration of  development  plans,  (2)  the  con- 
crete proposals  for  surveys  and  studies  de- 
veloped by  the  Chairman  in  cooperation  with 
the  representatives  of  the  Governors,  and  (3) 
desirable  development  objectives  and  pro- 
grams for  the  Appalachian  region. 

(b)  Receive,  review,  and  comment  on  all 
tentative  development  plans  or  other  tenta- 
tive recommendations  developed  by  the 
Chairman  in  cooperation  with  the  represent- 
atives of  the  Governors;  and 

(c)  Receive  and  consider  final  plans  and 
recommendations  and  transmit  them,  with 
its  own  comments,  to  the  President  and  the 
heads  of  interested  Federal  agencies. 

SEC.  4.  Administrative  arrangements,  (a) 
If  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  does  not 
concurrently  hold  other  compensated  ofSce 
or  employment  under  the  United  States,  he 
shall  receive  such  compensation  under  this 
order  as  shall  be  fixed  in  accordance  with  the 
standards  and  procedures  of  the  Classifica- 
tion Act  of  1949,  as  amended. 

(b)  The  Department  of  Commerce  is 
hereby  designated  as  the  agency  which  shall 


provide  administrative  services  for  the  Com- 
mittee and  for  the  Chairman. 

(c)  Each  Federal  agency  the  head  of 
which  is  referred  to  in  Section  i(b)  of  this 
order  shall,  as  may  be  necessary,  furnish  as- 
sistance to  the  Committee  in  accordance  with 
the  provisions  of  Section  214  of  the  Act  of 
May  3,  1945  (59  Stat.  134;  31  U.S.C.  691). 

(d)  Each  Federal  agency  shall,  consonant 
with  law  and  within  the  limits  of  available 
funds,  cooperate  with  the  Committee  and 
with  the  Chairman  in  carrying  out  their 
functions  under  this  order.  Such  coopera- 
tion shall  include,  as  may  be  appropriate, 
(i)  furnishing  relevant  available  informa- 
tion, (2)  making  studies  and  preparing  re- 
ports pursuant  to  requests  of  the  Chairman, 
(3)  in  connection  with  the  development  of 
programs  and  priorities  of  the  agency,  giving 
full  consideration  to  any  plans  and  recom- 
mendations for  the  development  of  Ap- 
palachia, including  recommendations  made 
by  the  Committee,  and  (4)  advising  on  the 
work  of  the  Committee  as  the  Chairman 
may  from  time  to  time  request. 

SEC.  5.  Construction.  Nothing  in  this 
order  shall  be  construed  as  subjecting  any 
Federal  agency,  or  any  function  vested  by 
law  in,  or  assigned  pursuant  to  law  to,  any 
Federal  agency,  to  the  authority  of  the  Com- 
mittee or  the  Chairman,  or  as  abrogating  or 
restricting  any  such  function  in  any  manner. 


Lyndon  B.  Johnson 


The  White  House, 
October  23,  1964 


note:  On  the  same  day  the  White  House,  in  an- 
nouncing the  establishment  o£  the  Federal  Develop- 
ment Planning  Committee  for  Appalachia,  made 
public  a  portion  of  the  President's  letter  to  John 
Sweeney,  Special  Assistant  to  Under  Secretary  of 
Commerce  Franklin  D.  Roosevelt,  Jr.,  appointing 
him  Chairman  of  the  Committee.  In  his  letter  the 
President  said:  "From  your  previous  work  in  con- 
nection with  the  problems  of  Appalachia,  you  are 
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familiar  with  the  tasks  confronting  the  Committee. 
Also,  you  are  aware  of  my  concern  for  the  people 
of  Appalachia  and  of  my  deep  and  continuing  inter- 


est in  the  economic  development  of  the  Appalachian 
region." 


712    Remarks  in  Orlando,  Florida. 
October  26,  1964 

Governor  Bryant,  Mayor  Carr,  my  old  friend 
Martin  Andersen,  my  fellow  Americans: 

I  would  like  for  the  record  to  show  this 
morning,  plainly  and  clearly,  and  I  want  to 
say  it  loud  and  clear:  I  like  Orlando!  After 
that  warm  and  friendly  welcome  last  night, 
and  your  wonderful  hospitality  this  morning, 
I  am  quite  ready  to  accept  Orlando  citizen- 
ship. 

It  is  good  to  have  your  next  Governor  on 
this  platform  with  me,  Haydon  Burns,  an 
able,  energetic  public  servant,  who  can  do 
what  Florida  needs  to  have  done  for  the  fu- 
ture of  this  great  State. 

I  am  deeply  indebted  to  my  old  and  true 
friend.  Governor  Farris  Bryant,  for  his  gra- 
cious and  wonderful  introduction,  and  for 
his  friendship  through  the  years.  My  long- 
time friend,  George  Smathers,  has  been  so 
kind  to  me  on  this  trip  that  I  am  glad  that 
Florida  has  the  good  judgment  to  send  him 
to  the  United  States  Senate  and  to  keep  him 
there.  Spessard  Holland,  your  senior  Sen- 
ator, has  been  my  friend  ever  since  I  went  to 
Congress,  and  there  is  no  more  dedicated,  no 
more  honest,  or  no  more  effective  public 
servant  in  Washington  than  Spessard  Hol- 
land. 

I  am  so  pleased  and  proud  to  receive  the 
full  endorsement  of  the  great  Florida  State 
cabinet — Tom  Adams,  Ed  Larson,  Ray 
Green,  Jim  Kynes,  Tom  Bailey,  and  Doyle 
Conner.  And  I  am  mighty  pleased  to  have 
welcome  me  outstanding  citizens  of  Florida 
like  Warren  Goodrich,  Tom  Fleming,  and 
Mrs.  Annette  Baker. 

I  am  glad  to  be  here  in  Orlando.    I  can 


now  understand  why  Martin  Andersen  says 
it  is  a  privilege  to  live  in  central  Florida. 
And  it  is  also  a  privilege  to  visit  with  you  as 
your  President,  and  with  your  help  Novem- 
ber 3d  I  will  visit  with  you  again  someday. 

When  I  come  back,  I  will  still  be  with 
Senator  Spessard  Holland,  because  I  know 
you  are  going  to  keep  him  up  there,  that  fine 
Florida  habit  of  sending  back  Senator  Hol- 
land to  Washington  where  he  does  so  much 
for  the  people  of  all  of  this  State. 

I  understand  that  another  colleague  of 
mine,  Syd  Herlong,  will  also  be  back.  We 
need  and  we  hope  that  you  will  send  Tom 
Kenney  to  represent  you  in  Washington. 
You  need  him  in  Washington  and  the  free 
world  needs  him  in  Washington. 

You  have  far  too  much  at  stake  not  to 
send  the  strongest  possible  team  to  your 
Nation's  Capital. 

In  the  last  4  years,  per  capita  income  in 
Florida  has  gone  up  twice  as  fast  as  the 
previous  4  years,  and  unemployment  has 
been  cut  almost  in  half.  Our  new  tax  cut 
will  increase  family  income  in  Florida  by  an 
average  of  $374  and  add  $79  million  to  local 
revenues,  and  create  52,000  new  jobs  for  this 
progressive  State.  But  this  abundance  is  not 
an  end  in  itself. 

The  real  test  of  America  is  the  larger  pur- 
pose to  which  we  turn  our  prosperity.  We 
must,  in  the  words  of  the  Bible,  "Learn  to  do 
well;  seek  judgment,  relieve  the  oppressed, 
judge  the  fatherless,  plead  for  the  widow." 

In  that  pursuit,  we  will  give  special  atten- 
tion to  the  problems  of  the  older  Americans 
in  our  country.    Today  there  are  18  million 
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Americans  over  the  age  of  64.  By  1980  there 
will  be  25  million.  We  must  make  sure  that 
these  older  Americans  can  spend  their  later 
years  in  security  and  dignity,  and  not  dep- 
rivation and  fear. 

That  is  one  of  the  major  choices  in  this 
election.  The  issue  was  clearly  drawn  in  this 
State.  Programs  to  protect  older  people 
against  the  crushing  cost  of  illness  were  at- 
tacked. The  entire  social  security  system 
supported  by  every  President  of  both  parties 
has  been  threatened.  To  strike  at  the  hopes 
of  older  Americans  is  not  courage,  and  when 
you  make  social  security  voluntary,  you  do 
strike  at  the  social  security  system.  It  is 
callousness;  it  is  not  conservative.  It  is  a 
radical  departure  from  the  whole  course  of 
American  policy. 

A  voluntary  plan  would  destroy  social 
security  as  we  know  it.  The  payment  of 
benefits  to  older  Americans  depends  on  re- 
ceiving premiums  from  working  Americans. 
So  a  voluntary  program  would  drastically  cut 
these  premiums.  The  entire  system  would 
soon  be  on  the  edge  of  bankruptcy.  The 
protection  you  have  counted  on  over  the 
years  would  be  menaced. 

I  intend  as  your  President  to  follow  a 
different  course. 

I  offer  a  new  charter  of  opportunity  for 
older  Americans.  We  will  make  construc- 
tive use  of  the  wisdom  and  the  energies  of 
older  Americans  as  volunteers  in  the  Peace 
Corps  and  our  war  on  poverty. 

We  will  end  discrimination  against  older 
Americans  in  Federal  employment. 

We  will  increase  benefits  under  social 
security  to  the  20  million  now  receiving 
benefits,  and  to  the  2  million  receiving  old- 
age  assistance. 

We  will  expand  our  housing  programs  for 
the  50  percent  of  our  people  65  and  over  that 
are  living  in  substandard  homes  or  housing 
unsuited  to  their  needs. 


We  will  provide  medical  care  through 
social  security  to  help  17  million  Americans 
meet  the  crushing  cost  of  hospitalization. 

With  this  charter  of  opportunity,  we  can 
move  toward  the  day  when  advancing  years 
will  bring  a  renewal  of  hope  and  personal 
happiness. 

These  programs  are  not  charity  and  they 
are  not  handouts,  and  they  are  not  unde- 
served blessings. 

They  are  insurance  programs,  paid  for 
over  years  of  labor.  They  are  a  recogni- 
tion of  the  fact  that  a  prosperous  Nation  has 
an  obligation  to  those  who  have  fought  its 
wars,  to  those  who  have  built  its  industry, 
to  those  who  have  developed  its  country,  and 
to  those  who  have  fed  its  people. 

And  they  will  help  all  America  by  giving 
older  citizens  a  chance  to  keep  contributing 
to  the  life  of  the  Nation. 

This  is  your  choice,  a  choice  between 
steady  progress,  building  on  the  gains  and 
the  programs  of  the  past,  or  tearing  down  all 
that  we  have  done,  leaving  our  citizens  to 
face  a  retirement  of  fear  and  hopelessness 
and  poverty. 

I  have  no  doubt  which  course  the  Florida 
people  will  take.  One  week  from  tomorrow 
you,  the  masters — not  the  servants — will  go 
to  the  polls  and  select  the  leadership  for  this 
country  and  for  the  free  world  for  the  next 
4  years. 

I  think  you  want  responsible  leadership. 
I  think  you  want  experienced  leadership.  I 
think  you  want  prudent  leadership. 

I  think  you  want  a  bipartisan  foreign 
policy,  where  the  Democrats  and  the  Repub- 
licans can  work  together,  as  Senator  Arthur 
Vandenberg  worked  with  Harry  Truman,  as 
Lyndon  Johnson  worked  with  Dwight 
Eisenhower,  as  Bourke  Hickenlooper  and 
Senator  Dirksen  worked  with  John  Fitz- 
gerald Kennedy. 

I  think  that  you  want  a  Nation  of  peace. 
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and  I  think  you  must  understand  that  in 
order  to  have  peace,  we  must  be  prepared. 
We  cannot  be  second  in  space  and  first  in  the 
world,  and  this  is  the  first  space  State  in  the 
entire  Nation.    Florida  leads  all  the  way. 

There  are  some  in  the  past  who  have 
laughed  at  our  space  effort.  They  have 
talked  about  basketballs  "Beep,  beep,  beep" 
in  the  air.  But  I  say  to  you  that  the  work 
that  you  people  in  Florida  are  doing,  the 
work  that  our  Nation  is  doing,  is  absolutely 
essential  to  our  survival.  And  I  think  you 
are  going  to  lead  the  way,  and  I  think  you 
are  going  to  support  the  effort  on  Novem- 
ber 3d. 

Today  your  State  is  prosperous.  Today 
72  million  men  and  women  work  in  this 
country.  Today  the  average  weekly  wage 
is  $104. 

Today  our  farmers  have  an  income  that 
far  exceeds  what  it  was  when  President  Ken- 
nedy took  oflSce. 

So  I  say  to  you  the  businessman  who  last 
year  received  $12  billion  more  after  taxes 
than  the  year  before,  the  workers  who  re- 
ceived $60  billion  more  after  taxes  than  they 
did  the  year  before,  I  say  it  is  your  duty,  it 
is  your  obligation,  you  do  it  for  yourself, 
when  you  go  to  the  polls  November  3d  and 
vote  for  peace,  vote  for  space,  vote  for  pros- 
perity, vote  for  Florida  to  continue  to  be  one 
of  the  fastest  growing  States  in  all  the  Nation, 
in  all  the  world. 

When  you  select  the  man  as  your  Presi- 
dent to  lead  you,  you  want  to  select  the  per- 
son who  loves  peace  and  has  the  knowledge, 
has  the  experience,  and  has  the  desire  to  try 
to  achieve  it. 


When  you  select  your  next  President,  the 
man  who  must  sit  there  with  his  thumb  close 
to  that  button,  the  man  who  must  reach  over 
and  answer  that  telephone,  that  "hot  line," 
when  Moscow  is  calling,  you  want  to  select 
the  person  that,  in  your  conscience,  you  know 
has  the  experience,  has  the  judgment,  and 
that  you  know  will  do  what  is  best  for  his 
country. 

We  are  fortunate  in  this  country  to  have 
two  great  parties.  You  have  a  nominee 
from  each  party  to  choose  from.  You  have 
the  intelligence  to  weigh  the  experience,  to 
look  at  the  training,  to  determine  in  your 
own  mind  and  in  your  own  heart  what  is 
best  for  your  country. 

If  you  will  go  and  vote  next  Tuesday 
week  for  what  is  best  for  your  country,  you 
will  vote  for  what  is  best  for  yourself. 

Thank  you.    Goodby  and  good  luck. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  9:45  a.m.  at  the 
Colonial  Plaza  Shopping  Center  in  Orlando.  In  his 
opening  words  he  referred  to  Governor  Farris  Bryant 
of  Florida,  Mayor  Robert  S.  Carr  of  Orlando,  and 
Martin  Andersen,  publisher  of  Orlando  daily  news- 
papers. Later  he  referred  to  Mayor  Haydon  Burns 
of  Jacksonville,  Democratic  candidate  for  Governor 
of  Florida;  Senators  George  A.  Smathers  and  Spes- 
sard  L.  Holland  of  Florida;  the  following  members 
of  the  Florida  State  cabinet:  Tom  Adams,  Secre- 
tary of  State,  J.  Edwin  Larson,  Treasurer,  Ray  E. 
Green,  Comptroller,  James  Kynes,  Executive  Assist- 
ant to  the  Governor,  Thomas  D.  Bailey,  Superintend- 
ent of  Public  Instruction,  and  Doyle  E.  Conner, 
Commissioner  of  Agriculture;  Warren  Goodrich, 
chairman  of  the  Florida  State  Democratic  Executive 
Committee,  Thomas  F.  Fleming,  State  campaign  co- 
ordinator, Mrs.  Annette  Baker,  State  Democratic 
committeewoman.  Representative  A.  Sydney  Herlong, 
Jr.,  of  Florida,  Thomas  S.  Kenney,  Democratic  candi- 
date for  Representative,  Arthur  H.  Vandenberg,  U.S. 
Senator  from  Michigan  during  the  Truman  admin- 
istration. Senator  Bourke  B.  Hickenlooper  of  Iowa, 
and  Senator  Everett  McK.  Dirksen  of  Illinois. 
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713     Remarks  at  a  Rally  in  Hemming  Park,  Jacksonville,  Fla. 
October  26,  1964 


Senator  Holland: 

It  is  good  to  be  in  Jacksonville,  the  Gate- 
way City.  Your  welcome  is  as  warm  and 
wonderful  as  the  sun  in  the  sky,  and  I  am 
grateful  for  both. 

This  Gateway  City  is  a  vigorous  and  a 
growing  community.  You  are  adding  much 
to  the  wealth  and  the  wisdom  of  Florida, 
and,  indeed,  to  the  whole  country.  I  am  very 
proud  to  be  on  this  platform  with  some  of 
the  great  men  that  Florida  has  produced. 

Spessard  Holland,  the  senior  Senator  from 
Florida,  is  a  wise  man  and  a  good  man  whose 
life  has  been  dedicated  to  the  service  of  the 
people  of  Florida  and  the  Nation.  And  I 
know  that  Florida's  citizens  will  keep  him 
in  the  United  States  Senate  where  he  will 
continue  to  serve  all  Americans. 

George  Smathers,  my  old  friend,  an  able 
Member  of  the  leadership  of  the  Senate, 
your  young  and  effective  Senator.  His  star 
is  rising  in  the  Nation's  Capital.  He  is  dis- 
tinguishing you  by  his  valuable  contributions 
to  our  Nation.  He  is  one  of  the  outstanding 
authorities  on  this  hemisphere,  and  he  does 
much  to  promote  the  relations  between  the 
nations  in  this  hemisphere. 

Farris  Bryant,  your  Governor,  whose 
record  of  accomplishment  is  well  known  to 
the  whole  country,  has  been  my  friend,  and 
I  have  been  his  admirer,  for  many  years. 

Haydon  Burns,  your  own  mayor  and  the 
next  Governor  of  Florida,  has  great  plans, 
has  told  me  of  his  great  plans,  for  the  con- 
tinuing growth  of  this  great  State  of  which 
he  will  be  the  chief  executive.  So  let  him 
help  you  make  this  a  greater  State. 

Congressman  Billy  Matthews  and  Con- 
gressman Charles  Bennett  are  the  kind  of 
men  who  have  helped  make  the  Florida 


congressional  delegation  one  of  the  most  re- 
spected of  all  the  States  in  the  Union.  Con- 
gressman Billy  Matthews  and  Congressman 
Charles  Bennett — ^Congressman  Bennett  has 
earned  the  gratitude  of  Jacksonville  and  his 
Florida  neighbors  especially  for  his  work  in 
making  the  cross-Florida  barge  canal  come 
closer  to  reality. 

I  am  glad  that  one  of  the  first  acts  of  my 
Presidency  was  to  include  in  a  budget  an 
item  to  begin  the  cross-Florida  barge  canal 
which  someday  will  mean  so  much  to  all  the 
people  of  this  great  State.  Charlie  Bennett 
has  been  my  good  friend  and  my  helpmate. 
And  all  the  Members  of  your  delegation  have 
always  been  reasonable  and  fair  in  dealing 
with  us. 

The  members  of  your  State  cabinet  have 
earned  my  gratitude  by  their  endorsement: 
Tom  Adams  and  Ed  Larson,  Tom  Bailey 
and  Doyle  Conner,  Ray  Green  and  Jim 
Kynes.  And  I  want  to  say  this  to  you:  that 
I  earnestly  believe  that  a  week  from  tomor- 
row, when  the  polls  from  all  the  Nation 
come  in,  and  we  call  the  roll  of  States,  I 
believe  the  progressive  and  the  proud  and 
the  thinking  people  of  Florida  are  going  to 
put  Florida  in  the  Democratic  column  with 
Johnson  and  Humphrey. 

In  the  audience  today  are  many  municipal 
leaders  from  all  over  Florida.  I  am  mighty 
pleased  to  see  them.  The  source  of  Amer- 
ica's strength  emerges  from  the  kind  of 
leadership  that  we  have  in  our  cities  and  in 
our  towns.  Nowhere,  I  think,  is  this 
stronger  than  it  is  in  the  State  of  Florida. 

I  was  thrilled  to  hear  of  the  good  women 
of  this  community  coming  out  to  the  coffee 
this  morning  and  joining  with  the  lovely 
Miss  Ann  Sheridan,  who  came  here,  and  I 
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am  happy  that  she  is  here  with  us  today. 
She  is  visible  evidence  of  the  beauty  and  the 
charm  of  Texas  vi^omen.  I  would  like  the 
press  to  note  that  at  this  point  in  my  speech 
I  also  said  that  Texas  and  Florida  women  are 
among  the  Nation's  fairest! 

I  take  pride  in  welcoming  to  this  platform 
Mrs.  Annette  Baker  and  Tom  Fleming,  and 
Warren  Goodrich  and  Lacy  Mahon.  But 
most  of  all,  I  say  I  am  glad  to  be  here  with 
all  of  you  good  people,  my  friends  and  my 
fellow  Americans. 

Four  years  ago,  John  Fitzgerald  Kennedy 
came  here  and  said  in  Jacksonville,  "I  ask 
you  to  join  us  in  starting  again  to  move 
America  forward." 

That  promise  that  John  Fitzgerald  Ken- 
nedy made  in  Jacksonville  has  been  kept  by 
the  Kennedy-Johnson  administration. 

I  have  come  back  here  today  to  ask  you 
again,  4  years  later,  to  join  with  the  rest  of 
America  to  keep  the  United  States  on  the 
march. 

Will  you  be  at  my  side  in  that  great  cause? 
Do  you  want  to  work  with  your  President  to 
keep  our  prosperity  rising  in  this  country? 
Shall  we  work  together  to  advance  the  cause 
of  freedom  and  to  bring  the  world  closer  to 
a  lasting  peace? 

Well,  now,  these  are  the  choices  that  the 
American  people  will  make  next  week.  I 
think  that  all  of  you  should  try  to  under- 
stand that  in  this  year  1964  there  is  just  one 
real  issue  before  you,  and  you  must  make 
your  decision  Tuesday,  a  week  from  now. 

I  have  not  come  here  today  to  talk  about 
personalities.  I  have  not  come  here  to  muck- 
rake, or  to  mudsling,  because  when  you  have 
no  issues  to  talk,  you  can  always  resort  to 
that. 

But  in  this  campaign,  you  have  only  one 
big  issue,  and  that  issue  is  this:  Whom  do 
you  want  to  lead  America  ?  What  party  and 
what  person  do  you  think  gives  you  the  best 


opportunity  and  is  likely  to  give  you  peace 
in  the  world? 

To  understand  what  this  election  means 
for  our  future,  let's  just  look  for  a  moment 
at  our  past. 

This  country  is  less  than  200  years  old. 
That  is  a  very  short  time  in  the  life  of  na- 
tions. In  that  moment  of  time,  America  has 
created  the  greatest  success  story  in  the  his- 
tory of  the  world. 

Our  wonderful  democracy  has  spread  to 
dozens  of  other  countries.  Everywhere  men 
hope  for  freedom.  The  words  "Give  me 
liberty  or  give  me  death,"  the  words  "All 
men  are  created  equal,"  are  on  their  lips  and 
are  in  their  hearts. 

And  this  success  rests  on  many  pillars. 
And  none  more  important  than  the  fact  that 
our  great  political  parties  have  always  repre- 
sented varied  interests  and  the  broad,  com- 
mon judgment  of  the  American  people. 

I  have  been  in  political  life  for  35  years 
and  I  have  observed  that  neither  of  our  par- 
ties have  spent  much  of  their  time  preaching 
hate  and  preaching  division.  They  have  not 
stood  for  extreme  views  or  narrow  opinions. 
They  have  never  asked  us  to  tear  down  the 
institutions  and  the  achievements  of  the  past. 

I  remember,  as  you  must  remember,  the 
campaign  of  Wilson,  the  campaign  of  Hard- 
ing, the  campaign  in  more  recent  years  of 
Roosevelt,  and  Truman,  and  Dewey,  and 
Kennedy,  and  Nixon.  But  none  of  these 
men  tried  to  split  our  country  wide  open. 
None  of  these  men  preached  hate.  None  of 
these  men  preached  division. 

Today,  for  the  first  time  since  the  Civil 
War,  there  is  some  division  in  our  land, 
there  is  some  hate  in  our  land.  For  the  first 
time,  the  next  chapter  of  the  American  suc- 
cess story  is  in  question. 

For  under  the  wild  charges  and  the  im- 
pulsive statements  of  the  opposition  is  hidden 
a  deadly  intention  that  would  initiate  policies 
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which  I  think  would  radically  change  the 
American  way  of  life. 

Our  peace  is  at  stake.  Our  prosperity  is 
at  stake. 

In  the  past  4  years  the  income  of  the  peo- 
ple of  Florida  has  grown  at  twice  the  pre- 
vious rate.  You  have  built  roads  that  in- 
crease tourism  and  commerce,  and  this  cost 
$100  million  last  year.  We  helped  small 
businessmen  keep  alive  and  thriving,  and 
this  cost  $10  million  last  year.  We  made 
social  security  payments — they  weren't  vol- 
untary, either — to  some  600,000  older  citi- 
zens of  Florida,  and  this  cost  a  half  billion 
dollars  last  year.  We  helped  to  provide 
lunch  and  milk  for  a  half  million  school- 
children, and  this  cost  us  $10  million  in  Flor- 
ida last  year. 

The  story  is  the  same  for  schools  and  hos- 
pitals and  training  programs.  Our  tax  cut 
will  boost  your  economy.  Our  fiscal  policies 
have  cut  unemployment  and  raised  produc- 
tion. 

And  today  we  are  told  that  Government 
must  abandon  many  of  these  programs  and 
turn  them  out  and  back  to  the  States.  We 
are  told  that  we  must  abandon  education;  we 
must  make  social  security  voluntary;  we 
should  sell  the  TVA  and  get  rid  of  public 
power;  we  should  forget  our  farm  programs. 

Well,  these  are  the  most  radical  proposals 
that  have  ever  been  made  to  the  American 
people.  They  would  destroy  the  foundation 
of  Florida  prosperity.  They  would  destroy 
the  hopes  for  the  future  growth  of  this  State. 

But  even  more  is  at  stake.  The  peace  of 
the  world  and  the  survival  of  your  sons  and 
this  Nation  is  really  what  you  are  going  to 
decide  Tuesday  week. 

Our  strength  is  not  the  issue.  We  are  the 
mightiest,  we  are  the  strongest  nation  on 
earth. 

Our  determination  is  not  the  issue.  We 
are  ready  to  defend  freedom  whatever  the 


risk. 

Patriotism  is  not  the  issue.  The  true  pa- 
triotism is  that  of  men  who  work  to  preserve 
and  strengthen  the  Nation,  not  those  who 
call  for  reckless  acts  which  would  weaken  it. 

Courage  does  not  consist  in  threats  and 
bluster.  Courage  does  not  consist  in  ratding 
your  rockets  and  bluffing  with  your  bombs. 
Courage  does  not  consist  in  refusing  to  try 
to  lessen  the  danger  of  war,  in  withdrawing 
from  all  contact  with  those  who  don't  agree 
with  us.    In  that  way  lies  disaster. 

True  courage  in  this  nuclear  age  lies  in 
the  steadfast  pursuit  of  peace,  whatever  the 
setbacks,  whatever  the  difficulties,  however 
long  the  journey. 

Here  again,  if  we  throw  away  the  tested 
policies  of  the  past,  the  bipartisan  foreign 
policy  that  Arthur  Vandenberg  helped  Harry 
Truman  fashion  to  stop  the  Communists  in 
Greece  and  Turkey,  the  bipartisan  foreign 
policy  that  Lyndon  Johnson  worked  with 
Dwight  David  Eisenhower  in  the  Strait  of 
Formosa,  the  test  ban  treaty  that  Everett 
Dirksen  worked  with  John  Fitzgerald  Ken- 
nedy to  pass  through  the  Senate — if  we 
throw  away  these  tested  policies  of  the  past, 
we  place  in  danger  your  lives,  the  peace  of 
the  world,  and  the  future  of  this  Nation. 

These  are  some  of  the  stakes  in  this  elec- 
tion. They,  in  my  judgment,  are  the  high- 
est stakes  ever  presented  to  any  generation 
of  Americans. 

A  great  American  party  has  fallen  into  the 
hands  of  a  narrow  and  an  extreme  group. 
They  ask  you  to  tear  down  the  past.  They 
ask  you  to  take  unnecessary  risks  with  your 
future. 

There  is  now,  in  my  judgment,  only  one 
course:  We  must  Tuesday  week  go  to  the 
polls  and  crush  this  threat  to  American  life. 
We  must  restore  the  health  of  our  two-party 
system.  We  must  get  on  with  the  work  of 
building  peace  in  the  world  and  peace  at 
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home. 

We  must  stop  this  business  of  talking 
about  each  other  and  quarreling  with  each 
other.  We  must  love  thy  neighbor  as  thy- 
self. We  must  preach  love  and  not  hate. 
We  must  preach  unity  and  not  division. 
We  must  preach  equal  opportunity  for  all 
Americans  and  special  privilege  for  no 
Americans. 

We  are  already  the  mightiest  nation  in  the 
v^^orld.  We  have  a  foreign  policy  that  is 
tested,  that  has  brought  together  most  of  the 
leaders  of  both  parties.  We  have  a  fine  space 
program  in  v^hich  Florida  is  leading  the  rest 
of  the  Nation.  You  have  a  great  cross- 
Florida  canal  that  we  are  just  starting.  We 
have  much  work  that  is  yet  to  be  done. 

Today  we  have  more  people  working  than 
we  have  ever  had  before.  They  are  draw- 
ing better  wages  than  they  have  ever  drawn 
before.  Seventy-two  million  people  are 
working;  $104  a  week.  The  businessman 
and  the  laboringman  are  not  fighting  each 
other.  They  are  not  hating  each  other. 
They  are  working  together. 

This  year  we  lost  less  time  by  strikes  than 
any  year  in  our  history  except  in  the  middle 
of  a  war.  We  didn't  even  lose  i  percent  of 
the  hours  worked  in  strike,  or  a  half  percent, 
or  a  quarter  percent.  We  lost  fourteen  one- 
hundredths  of  i  percent. 

I  am  so  glad  that  I  sent  a  message  just 
2  or  3  days  ago  and  General  Motors  and 
UAW  have  finally  settled  their  differences 
and  they  will  all  be  back  to  work  soon. 
What  does  this  do  when  we  reason  together, 
as  the  Good  Book  says,  instead  of  divide? 
The  corporations  of  the  country  this  year 
made  $12  billion  more  after  taxes  than  they 
did  last  year.  The  people  who  worked  for 
those  companies  made  |6o  billion  more  after 
taxes  than  they  made  last  year. 

So  why  do  we  want  to  endanger  the  sys- 
tem that  has  taken  us  30  years  to  build,  with 


unemployment  compensation,  with  social  se- 
curity, with  the  development  of  our  re- 
sources, with  our  fine  space  program,  and 
let  it  all  go  down  the  drain  in  a  moment  of 
an  election  year?  I  don't  think  you  are 
going  to  do  it. 

I  repeat:  There  are  just  two  issues — and 
only  one  real,  important  one,  and  that  is 
peace  in  the  world,  because  if  we  get  wiped 
out  with  an  atomic  holocaust  there  won't 
be  anybody  here  to  have  any  prosperity.  So 
what  you  must  decide  between  now  and  next 
Tuesday  is  whose  thumb  do  you  want  to  be 
close  to  that  nuclear  button;  whose  hand  do 
you  want  to  reach  over  and  pick  up  that  "hot 
line"  telephone  when  they  say,  "Moscow 
calling"? 

When  you  decide  those  questions,  based 
on  your  judgment  of  what  is  best  for  you, 
then  our  country  will  move  forward  and 
lead  the  rest  of  the  world  to  enjoy  the  peace 
and  prosperity  that  is  so  abundant  here. 

I  am  told  that  this  is  somewhat  an  unusual 
assembly  for  Jacksonville.  Jacksonville  is  the 
great  Gateway  City.  It  is  made  up  of  people 
of  all  political  philosophies,  of  all  religions, 
that  belong  to  many  churches,  people  of  dif- 
ferent races. 

But  we  are  all  equal  on  election  day  and 
we  are  all  proud  we  are  Americans. 

And  when  the  bugle  blows  and  when  the 
bell  rings  and  when  you  mash  the  button, 
it  doesn't  make  any  difference  what  church 
you  belong  to,  it  doesn't  make  any  differ- 
ence what  section  of  town  you  live  in,  it 
doesn't  make  any  difference  how  you  spell 
your  name  or  the  color  of  your  skin.  You  go 
out  and  you  enlist  to  defend  that  flag  and  to 
protect  that  flag. 

Twice  in  my  lifetime  we  have  taken  it 
around  the  world  and  brought  it  back  with- 
out a  stain  on  it  and  we  are  going  to  keep 
the  defense  that  will  assure  we  can  do  it 
again. 
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Before  I  close,  I  want  to  thank  and  wel- 
come some  of  these  folks  over  here  of  another 
philosophy.  You  know,  at  nearly  every 
meeting  we  have  they  send  some  of  their 
children  over  to  visit  with  us,  and  we  like 
for  them  to  be  here  where  they  can  see  happy, 
smiling  people.  We  like  for  them  to  know 
that  we  have  no  fear  in  our  hearts  and  no 
hate  in  our  souls. 

I  am  really  hoping  that  come  election  day 
a  good  many  of  these  people  that  have  ex- 
posed themselves  to  happy  Americans  with 
hope  and  faith  and  trust  in  their  country — 
that  they  will  get  rid  of  their  bad  feelings 
and  come  and  join  us  because  the  wonderful 
thing  about  this  question  of  peace  is  it  doesn't 
make  any  difference  whether  you  are  Demo- 
crat or  Republican,  if  you  have  a  nuclear 
holocaust,  you  are  gone. 

And  in  this  campaign  from  Maine  to  Cali- 
fornia, I  have  found  30  and  40  percent  of 
the  Republicans  have  come  over  and  joined 
lis  in  a  program  for  all  the  people  regardless 
of  party. 

I  think  you  ought  to  know  here,  in  closing, 
that  most  Americans  think  more  of  their 
country  than  they  think  of  their  party. 

So  I  will  leave  you  now.  I  haven't  said 
anything  unpleasant  or  critical  about  any 


personality.  I  want  to  leave  you  with  this 
thought:  You  go  to  the  polls  November  the 
3d  and  do  what  you  think  is  best  for  your 
country. 

I  think  the  people  from  Maine  to  Cali- 
fornia are  going  to  do  the  same  thing.  I  pre- 
dict that  there  will  be  more  votes  polled  in 
this  election,  I  predict  there  will  be  more 
votes  cast  in  this  election,  than  any  national 
election  we  have  ever  had. 

And  I  also  predict  that  we  are  going  to 
need  every  single  one  of  you,  because  we 
want  all  the  world  to  know,  we  want  all 
America  to  know,  that  we  want  to  do  what 
is  best  for  our  country.    So  you  go  do  it. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  12:07  p.m.  at  Hem- 
ming Park  in  Jacksonville,  Fla.  His  opening  words 
referred  to  Senator  Spessard  L.  Holland  of  Florida. 
Later  he  referred  to  Senator  George  A.  Smathers 
and  Governor  Farris  Bryant  of  Florida;  Mayor  Hay- 
don  Burns  of  Jacksonville;  Representatives  D.  R. 
(Billy)  Matthews  and  Charles  E.  Bennett  of  Florida; 
the  following  members  of  the  Florida  State  cabinet: 
Tom  Adams,  Secretary  of  State,  J.  Edwin  Larson, 
Treasurer,  Thomas  D.  Bailey,  Superintendent  of 
Public  Instruction,  Doyle  E.  Conner,  Commissioner 
of  Agriculture,  Ray  E.  Green,  Comptroller,  and  James 
Kynes,  Executive  Assistant  to  the  Governor;  Mrs. 
Annette  Baker,  State  Democratic  committeewoman; 
Thomas  F.  Fleming,  State  campaign  coordinator; 
Warren  Goodrich,  chairman  of  the  State  Democratic 
Executive  Committee;  and  Lacy  Mahon,  Jr.,  Jackson- 
ville. He  also  referred  to  Ann  Sheridan,  actress,  of 
Denton,  Tex. 


714    Presidential  Statement  No.  2  on  Economic  Issues:  Monetary 
Policy  for  Stability  and  Growth.     October  26,  1964 


1.  MONETARY  policy  is  one  of  our  cru- 
<ially  importanit  tools  for  maintaining  a 
healthy  and  noninflationary  economy.  The 
job  is  never  easy.  But  the  results  over  the 
past  4  years  have  been  remarkable: 

— Ample  but  not  excessive  credit  has  been 
available  to  businesses,  homebuyers,  and 
State  and  local  governments. 

— At  the  same  time,  short-term  interest 
rates  have  been  pushed  up  to  reduce  capital 


outflows  and  help  correct  our  balance  of  pay- 
ments deficit. 

— ^Yet  long-term  interest  rates,  w^hich  are 
so  important  to  domestic  borrowers,  have 
remained  moderate — ^in  fact,  home  mortgage 
rates  and  the  rates  paid  by  State  and  local 
governments  are  lower  today  than  in  early 
1961. 

2.  All  this  has  been  made  possible  by  close 
ties  between  our  monetary  and  our  fiscal 
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and  debt  management  policies,  and  close 
harmony  among  the  men  responsible  for 
these  policies: 

— ^We  have  maintained  the  Federal  Re- 
serve's traditional  independence  v^^ithin  the 
Government. 

— Yet  the  Federal  Reserve  and  the  admin- 
istration agree  entirely  on  the  practical  need 
for  informal  coordination  among  the  various 
economic  programs  of  the  Government. 

— The  President  meets  periodically  with 
a  group  consisting  of  Secretary  Dillon, 
Chairman  Martin  of  the  Federal  Reserve 
Board,  Budget  Director  Gordon,  and  Chair- 
man Heller  of  the  Council  of  Economic  Ad- 
visers, and  they  in  turn  are  in  close  and  con- 
tinuous contact. 

— These  efforts  have  resulted  in  govern- 


ment by  consensus,  not  by  conflict,  in  eco- 
nomic policy. 

3.  In  the  future  as  in  the  past,  our  mone- 
tary system  must  remain  flexible,  and  not  be 
bound  by  any  rigid,  mechanical  rules: 

— In  an  atmosphere  of  private  and  public 
moderation,  monetary  policy  has  been  stead- 
ily expansionary  for  4  years. 

— ^With  continued  moderation,  there  can 
be  the  continued  monetary  expansion  essen- 
tial to  economic  growth. 

— But  if  inflation  develops,  or  if  excessive 
outflows  of  funds  occur,  the  Federal  Reserve 
System  is  in  a  position  to  do  what  is 
necessary. 

note:  For  a  statement  by  the  President  announcing 
a  series  of  statements  on  economic  issues,  see  Item 
707. 


715    Statement  by  the  President  Upon  Making  Public  a  Report  on 
the  Desalting  of  Sea  Water.     October  26,  1964 


I  AM  PLEASED  to  release  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior  and  the  Chairman 
of  the  Atomic  Energy  Commission,  made  at 
my  request,  on  a  proposed  program  for  de- 
veloping the  technology  to  desalt  sea  water 
economically. 

The  demand  for  water  is  increasing  stead- 
ily throughout  the  world.  Water  shortages 
in  some  sections  of  this  country  threaten  to 
restrict  further  economic  development. 
This  problem  is  even  more  acute  in  many 
arid,  developing  countries  where  future  eco- 
nomic growth  is  absolutely  dependent  upon 
finding  new  sources  of  fresh  water.  Within 
the  next  decade  desalted  water  will  be  the 
cheapest — ^in  some  cases  the  only — way  to 
obtain  new  water  supplies  in  many  areas. 

The  record  shows  that  the  United  States 
stands  ready  to  share  its  technology  in  this 
field  with  other  nations.  We  have  already 
begun  cooperative  studies  with  Israel,  Mex- 


ico, and  the  Soviet  Union,  and  have  actively 
participated  on  the  Panel  on  the  Use  of  Nu- 
clear Energy  for  Desalination  of  Seawater  of 
the  International  Atomic  Energy  Agency. 
As  President  Kennedy  stated  over  2  years 
ago:  "There  is  no  scientific  breakthrough, 
including  the  trip  to  the  moon,  that  will 
mean  more  to  the  country  which  first  is  able 
to  bring  fresh  water  from  salt  water  at  a 
competitive  rate.  And  all  those  people  who 
live  in  deserts  around  the  oceans  of  the  world 
will  look  to  the  nation  which  first  makes  this 
significant   breakthrough.  .  .  ."  ^ 

We  have  a  lot  of  work  to  do  to  bring  this 
technology  to  a  useful  stage,  as  this  report 
shows.  We  have  had  a  good  program  in  the 
past,  but  we  are  going  to  ask  the  Congress 
for  some  more  money  so  that  we  can  learn 
how  to  produce  desalted  water  more  eco- 

^  "Public  Papers  of  the  Presidents,  John  F.  Ken- 
nedy 1962,"  Item  337. 
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nomically.  This  report  will  serve  as  a  useful 
guide. 

note:  The  report,  transmitted  September  22,  is 
printed  in  two  parts,  separately  paginated,  but  under 
a  single  cover  and  with  the  overall  title  "Report  to 
the  President:  Program  for  Advancing  Desalting 
Technology"  (Government  Printing  Office).  The 
same  heading  appears  on  the  title  page  of  the  In- 


terior Department's  part  of  the  report  (35  pp.). 
The  remainder  of  the  pamphlet,  containing  the 
Atomic  Energy  Commission's  report,  is  entitled 
"Reactor  Development  Program  for  Large-Scale  De- 
salting Plants"  (20  pp.).  The  Interior  Department 
report  is  also  published  as  a  separate  pamphlet 
(35  PP'j  Government  Printing  Office). 
See  also  Items  480,  672. 


716    Remarks  at  City  Hall^  Macon,  Georgia. 
October  26,  1964 


Governor  Sanders,  distinguished  platform 
guests,  ladies  and  gentlemen: 

My  heart  is  happy  today.  I  am  back  in 
Georgia  where  I  feel  at  home.  There  is 
much  in  Georgia  to  remind  me  of  Texas — 
the  people  are  loyal,  the  people  are  hospitable, 
and  the  people  are  kind.  Your  future  is 
bright  because  you  look  to  the  future  and 
because  you  want  Macon  and  all  of  Georgia 
to  be  more  prosperous  tomorrow  than  it  is 
today. 

I  am  sorry  that  my  longtime  and  my  dear 
friend  Senator  Dick  Russell  could  not  be 
here  with  us  today.  For  8  years  I  served  in 
the  leadership  of  the  Senate,  and  every  time 
my  name  was  put  before  a  Democratic  cau- 
cus, he  nominated  me  for  that  leadership. 

Nothing  could  please  me  more  than  to 
have  by  my  side  my  old  friend,  your  able 
Senator,  my  loyal  colleague,  one  of  the 
promising  young  men  of  this  Nation, 
Herman  Talmadge.  He  is  diligent,  he  looks 
after  the  people's  business,  he  is  a  wise  and 
able  young  man,  and  you  are  mighty  for- 
tunate to  have  him  in  the  Senate.  I  am 
mighty  proud  to  count  him  my  friend. 

Here  in  Georgia  you  have  another  very 
valuable  possession,  one  of  the  most  promis- 
ing, one  of  the  most  respected,  one  of  the 
ablest  Governors  in  the  United  States — Carl 
Sanders.  He  is  a  man  of  the  people.  He  is 
honest,  he  is  energetic,  and  he  is  not  afraid 


to  stand  up  and  be  counted.  He  works  day 
and  night  for  the  future  of  Georgia,  and  I 
am  going  to  work  arm  in  arm,  shoulder  to 
shoulder,  with  him  to  make  Georgia  a  more 
prosperous  State. 

I  am  touched  this  afternoon  to  be  here 
with  one  of  my  wisest  counselors,  one  of  my 
best  friends,  our  beloved  Carl  Vinson.  How 
I  wish  he  were  going  to  be  in  the  next  Con- 
gress so  I  could  rely  on  him  for  advice  and 
wise  counsel  in  Washington.  But  I  am  go- 
ing to  rely  on  him  for  advice  and  wise  counsel 
in  Milledgeville  just  the  same.  I  know  he  is 
going  to  be  back  home  in  Georgia,  the  place 
that  he  loves  most,  and  I  know  Uncle  Carl 
won't  mind  too  much  if  I  keep  that  tele- 
phone line  busy  talking  to  him  occasionally. 

The  Georgia  delegation  to  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States  has  always  been  one  of 
the  most  effective  and  one  of  the  most  re- 
spected. This  delegation  ranks  with  the 
finest:  Congressman  Phil  Landrum,  who  led 
the  fight  to  wipe  poverty  off  the  face  of  this 
land,  and  who  will  be  remembered  in  history 
for  this  victorious  beginning  of  a  great  cru- 
sade in  a  modern  20th  century;  and  your 
diligent  and  your  able  and  your  farsighted 
Congressman  Jack  Flynt,  who  has  worked 
so  hard,  so  long,  to  lead  the  way  for  pro- 
grams and  plans  that  will  make  this  a  wiser 
and  a  stronger  Nation  and  a  better  State,  and 
now  he  is  going  to  help  Macon  make  her 
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contribution  to  this  Nation.  So  keep  him 
in  the  Congress  and  let  him  serve  you  and 
all  the  country. 

I  am  glad  to  see  Congressman  Bob 
Stephens;  my  old  friends  Russell  Tuten  and 
J.  L.  Pilcher,  Charles  Weltner  and  John 
Davis.  All  of  these  men  are  patriots  and 
they  all  deserve  the  applause  of  a  courteous 
and  a  grateful  people. 

I  v^ant  to  thank  Mayor  Merritt  for  his  hos- 
pitality and  for  the  courtesy  of  this  great 
city.  One  of  my  oldtime  friends  lives  here. 
I  have  know^n  him  since  I  was  a  young  man. 
It  v^as  worth  coming  to  Macon  if  I  didn't 
get  to  see  anybody  but  Peyton  Anderson. 

There  is  no  finer  State  Democratic  chair- 
man anywhere  in  the  country  than  J.  B. 
Fuqua,  and  I  am  pleased  to  have  him  on  the 
platform  with  us  this  afternoon.  I  might 
add,  while  Peyton  is  here,  and  I  want  to  be 
sure  that  he  doesn't  go  back  on  his  commit- 
ment, that  I  am  not  the  least  unhappy  about 
the  position  that  his  newspaper  is  taking  in 
this  campaign. 

I  have  just  come  from  Warner  Robins  Air 
Force  Base.  When  I  was  in  Congress,  I  was 
one  of  those  who  helped  to  bring  this  base 
to  Macon.  I  was  proud  of  that  achievement 
then;  I  am  prouder  of  it  now.  Moreover,  I 
want  all  of  you  to  know  that  as  long  as  Lyn- 
don Johnson  is  President  of  the  United 
States,  the  manned  aircraft  program,  to 
which  Warner  Robins  contributes  so  much, 
and  the  Warner  Robins  Base  will  continue 
to  be  a  part  of  our  defense  system  in  this 
country. 

I  don't  think  there  is  but  one  real  issue  in 
this  campaign.  Who  do  you  think  is  best 
able  to  secure  peace  in  the  world? 

[Audience  response:  "LBJ!"] 

As  much  as  I  enjoy  hearing  you  express 
your  approval,  and  as  much  as  I  recognize 
the  few  visitors  who  have  come  over  here 


from  the  opposition  camp  to  get  in  good 
company  this  afternoon,  I  think  that  you 
would  like  to  know  that  in  this  world  in 
which  we  live  the  most  vital  decision  that 
you  are  going  to  be  called  upon  to  make  is 
the  man  and  the  party  that  you  select  to  lead 
you  in  the  next  4  years. 

You  are  going  to  have  an  overwhelming 
Democratic  Senate,  made  up  of  overwhelm- 
ing Democratic  Members.  You  are  going  to 
have  a  large  majority  of  the  Members  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  who  are  Demo- 
crats. I  think,  I  hope,  and  I  believe  that 
you  are  going  to  have  a  Democratic  President 
to  work  with  them. 

Some  people  like  to  talk  about  personali- 
ties. Some  people  like  to  write  signs  about 
individuals.  And  I  guess  I  would  do  that, 
too,  if  I  didn't  have  any  issues  to  talk  about. 
But  we  have  issues,  and  we  are  going  to 
spend  a  few  minutes'  time  that  we  have  be- 
fore we  go  to  Augusta  and  to  Columbia  exer- 
cising our  right  of  free  speech  in  a  free 
country  to  talk  about  those  issues. 

Here  in  this  town,  where  Warner  Robins 
means  so  much,  I  think  I  will  just  read  the 
record.  Al  Smith  used  to  say,  "Let's  look 
at  the  record."  There  is  a  lot  of  "fear  talk" 
in  this  campaign,  and  there  is  some  "smear 
talk"  in  this  campaign. 

But  when  my  opponent  was  down  here 
visiting  you  good  people  the  other  day,  he 
neglected  to  mention,  when  he  was  here  in 
Georgia,  that  in  1953  when  they  called  the 
roll  on  adding  $400  million  to  the  Strategic 
Air  Force  for  aircraft  purchases,  Goldwater 
voted  "no"  and  I  voted  "aye." 

And  to  those  people  that  are  interested  in 
the  defense  of  our  country,  and  in  this  popu- 
lar phrase  that  has  been  developed,  "Peace 
through  preparedness,"  let's  go  up  to  1954, 
when  we  voted  on  adding  $350  million  for 
our  Army  personnel  and  to  strengthen  the 
maintenance    of    our    Army.    Goldwater 
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voted  "no";  I  voted  "aye." 

In  1955  w^hen  we  had  the  roll  called  on 
adding  $46  million  to  strengthen  the  United 
States  Marine  Corps,  Goldv^ater  voted  "no"; 
I  voted  "aye." 

In  1955  when  they  called  the  roll  on  add- 
ing $420  million  for  military  assistance 
abroad,  Goldwater  voted  "no";  I  voted  "aye." 
In  1956  when  they  called  the  roll  on  adding 
$800  million  for  Air  Force  procurement, 
Goldwater  voted  "no";  I  voted  "aye." 

In  the  last  Congress  before  the  Kennedy 
administration,  when  they  called  the  roll  on 
Army  missile  procurement,  Goldwater  voted 
"no"  on  the  $233  million  item;  I  voted  "aye." 

I  could  go  on  reciting  these  votes  all  after- 
noon, but  the  record  speaks  for  itself.  You 
must  judge  a  man  and  rate  him  by  his  deeds 
in  off-election  years  instead  of  his  words  in 
election  years.  And  besides,  as  all  of  you 
have  observed,  some  people  get  confused 
anyway. 

I  am  glad  to  be  back  here  in  Macon. 
When  I  was  Vice  President,  I  spoke  at 
Mercer  University  at  the  Walter  F.  George 
Law  School.  This  was  a  sentimental  jour- 
ney for  me,  for  Walter  George  was  my 
counselor  and  was  my  guide.  He  was  one 
of  the  great  Georgians  of  our  time.  How 
often  I  wished  that  he  could  be  here  to 
counsel  me  today.  I  am  happy  that  his  son. 
Heard  George,  is  here  with  us. 

Now,  I  want  the  good  people  of  middle 
Georgia  to  know  that  I  am  familiar  with 
your  great  program  of  river  development  in 
this  State,  that  I  am  interested  in  your  Flint 
River  basin  and  the  Altamaha  River  basin, 
and  I  supported  the  development  of  our 
rivers  when  I  was  in  Congress.  And  I  will 
continue  to  support  the  development  of  these 
resources  in  Georgia  when  I  am  your  Presi- 
dent. 

It  was  78  years  ago  when  a  great  young 
son  of  Georgia  journeyed  to  New  York  to 


speak  of  the  new  South.  I  remember  he 
said  one  time  that  fields  that  ran  red  with 
human  blood  in  September  were  green  with 
harvest  in  June. 

But  when  Henry  Grady  went  to  New 
York,  he  told  his  fellow  countrymen,  "We 
have  wiped  out  the  place  where  Mason  and 
Dixon's  line  used  to  be." 

Henry  Grady  spoke  in  the  spirit  of  Robert 
E.  Lee,  and  he  spoke  in  the  spirit  of  Lincoln, 
too. 

That  was  78  years  ago.  It  has  taken  that 
vision  a  long,  long  time  to  come  true,  but 
there  are  still  those  who  want  to  divide  our 
country.  There  are  still  those  who  are  try- 
ing in  this  election  to  play  the  politics  of 
diversity,  of  division,  and  of  difference. 

I  say  when  you  divide  your  country,  that 
is  wrong. 

The  new  South  is  here  in  America. 

What  Americans  want  today  is  a  new 
politics,  a  politics  of  national  unity,  a  politics 
concerned  with  progress  and  peace  for  the 
Nation,  a  politics  of  honor,  and  a  politics  for 
decency  for  all. 

And  when  the  returns  come  in  i  week 
from  tomorrow,  America  will  know,  and 
the  world  will  know,  that  in  this  land  of  the 
free  there  is  no  North,  no  South,  no  East, 
no  West.  We  are  one  Nation,  united,  in- 
divisible. 

It  is  the  sons  of  Georgia  that  have  carried 
that  flag  to  every  corner  of  this  globe,  and 
they  have  brought  her  back  without  a  tarnish 
on  it.  They  know  there  is  only  one  Nation, 
one  people,  one  flag,  one  Constitution, 
united  and  indivisible  under  God. 

I  think  most  of  you  people  that  are  not 
emotional  realize  how  far  Georgia  has  come 
in  the  last  30  years.  The  per  capita  income 
in  Georgia  in  1932  when  I  went  to  Wash- 
ington— the  per  capita  income  was  $175  per 
year.  There  are  some  people  on  this  plat- 
form that  remember  that.   One  hundred  and 
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seventy-five  dollars  a  year,  a  little  less  than 
$15  a  month  per  person.  Well,  today  the  per 
capita  income  in  Georgia,  thank  God,  is 
more  than  10  times  that  much. 

Ninety-eight  percent  of  the  farms  in 
Georgia  in  1932  used  coal  oil  lamps  and 
lanterns.  They  were  w^ithout  any  electricity. 
Today,  w^ith  RE  A,  98  percent  of  all  the 
homes  have  electricity. 

Two  million  people  in  the  South  suffered 
from  malaria  in  1932.  In  1964  that  disease 
has  been  completely  eradicated  from  our 
section,  and  we  look  ahead.  We  look  ahead 
not  as  any  region,  but  we  look  ahead  as  a 
united  Nation,  and  when  the  voters  come  in 
on  November  3d,  we  are  going  to  have  a 
mandate  from  every  region  for  America  to 
continue  to  move  forw^ard. 

Never  before  anywhere  have  any  others 
had  so  many  things  as  we  have  now.  Never 
before  anywhere  have  any  others  had  the 
opportunity  that  we  enjoy  to  enrich  our  lives 
with  nobler  things  of  the  spirit. 

The  great  State  of  Georgia  has  a  motto 
that  all  Americans  can  and  should  under- 
stand. That  motto  is  "Wisdom,  justice, 
moderation."  Wisdom,  justice,  modera- 
tion— these  are  qualities  of  the  spirit. 

These  are  the  qualities  that  have  helped  to 
make  America  the  strongest,  the  mightiest, 
the  most  respected,  the  most  trusted  nation 
in  the  history  of  man,  and  Georgia's  sons 
have  contributed  to  it  all. 

I  have  come  here  to  Macon  this  afternoon 
to  declare  and  to  predict  that  we  are  not 
going  to  exchange  these  qualities  for  cyni- 
cism, for  extremism,  for  impulse,  at  home  or 
in  the  world. 

We  will  keep  America  strong  against  any 
danger.  We  will  keep  America  strong 
against  every  threat.  We  will  keep  America 
strong  against  all  perils. 

We  will  keep  America  on  the  tried  and 
the  tested  and  the  trusted  course  of  responsi- 


bility, and  in  this  nuclear  age,  neither  we  nor 
the  world  can  afford  even  a  moment  of  reck- 
lessness, not  even  a  breath  of  bluff  or  bluster. 
All  that  we  have,  and  all  that  free  men  have, 
could  be  wiped  out  in  the  first  hour  of  a 
nuclear  war. 

On  November  3d,  the  people  of  every  re- 
gion will  vote  for  a  new  politics  of  responsi- 
bility to  get  on  with  the  building  of  a  new 
America,  an  America  of  peace,  an  America 
of  progress,  an  America  of  growing  pros- 
perity for  growing  numbers  of  people  who 
love  instead  of  hate,  of  people  who  have  faith 
instead  of  doubt,  of  people  who  don't  know 
what  it  is  to  fear  or  smear,  but  for  people 
who  love  thy  neighbor  as  thyself. 

One  hundred  years  is  long  enough  to  bur- 
den down  our  future  with  the  divisions  of 
the  past.  The  time  has  come — the  time  is 
now — to  bind  up  our  wounds,  to  heal  our 
history,  and  to  make  our  beloved  America 
whole  again. 

The  entire  world  watches  our  decision 
tomorrow  week.  The  entire  world  knows 
that  there  is  just  one  issue  in  this  campaign, 
and  that  is  peace  in  the  world.  The  entire 
world  is  watching  to  see  whose  thumb  you 
will  put  close  to  that  nuclear  button,  whose 
hand  you  want  to  reach  over  and  pick  up 
that  "hot  line"  when  Moscow  is  calling,  and 
answer  that  phone. 

You  people  of  Georgia  don't  need  any  ad- 
vice on  how  to  mark  your  ballot.  You  have 
been  marking  it  all  through  the  years  of  this 
Republic,  and  you  have  never  had  the  blush 
of  shame  come  to  your  cheek  because  of  the 
question  of  your  decisions. 

So  I  did  not  come  here  today  to  talk  to 
you  about  personalities,  or  to  speak  illy  of 
my  colleagues,  or  to  criticize  my  opponents. 
I  came  here  to  give  you  the  record  and  to  sub- 
mit to  you  that  you  must  next  Tuesday  week 
do  what  in  your  conscience  you  know  is  best 
for  America. 
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You  must  next  Tuesday  week  go  with 
your  uncles  and  your  cousins  and  your  aunts, 
because  we  need  every  single  one  of  you. 
You  must  go  and  do  what  you  know  in  your 
heart  is  right  for  your  country. 

Thank  you  and  goodby. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  3:19  p.m.  at  City  Hall 
in  Macon,  Ga.  In  his  opening  words  he  referred 
to  Governor  Carl  E.  Sanders  of  Georgia.     Later  he 


referred  to,  among  others,  Senators  Richard  B. 
Russell  and  Herman  E.  Talmadge,  and  Representa- 
tives Carl  Vinson,  Phil  M.  Landrum,  John  J.  Flynt, 
Jr.,  Robert  G.  Stephens,  Jr.,  J.  Russell  Tuten,  J.  L. 
Pilcher,  Charles  L.  Weltner,  and  John  W.  Davis,  all 
of  Georgia,  Mayor  B.  F.  Merritt,  Jr.,  of  Macon, 
Peyton  T.  Anderson,  Jr.,  pubhsher  of  the  Macon 
Telegraph  and  News,  J.  B.  Fuqua,  chairman  of  the 
Florida  State  Democratic  Committee,  and  Walter  F. 
George,  Senator  from  Georgia  from  1926  to  1956, 
and  his  son  Heard. 


717    Statement  by  the  President  on  the  Textile  Industry. 
October  26,  1964 


THE  TEXTILE  industry  plays  a  vital  role 
in  the  health  of  the  American  economy. 

Almost  2^4  million  Americans — one  out 
of  every  eight  industrial  employees — v^ork 
in  the  textile  and  apparel  industries.  Hun- 
dreds of  thousands  more  are  employed  in 
producing  materials,  machinery,  other  serv- 
ices and  supplies  for  this  enormous  industrial 
complex. 

No  region  of  the  country  contributes  more 
to  the  health  and  prosperity  of  textiles  than 
the  American  Southeast. 

When  this  administration  took  office  seri- 
ous  difficulties  confronted  this  industry. 

Between  1950  and  i960  approximately  275 
mills  closed,  and  341,000  textile  mill-product 
employees  lost  their  jobs.  Profits  w^ere 
dow^n.  Grow^th  capital  for  research  and  ex- 
pansion and  improvement  was  in  short  sup- 
ply. The  result  was  not  only  a  stricken  in- 
dustry, but  damage  to  the  economic  health 
of  the  entire  Nation. 

When  this  administration  took  office  it 
recognized  the  importance  of  the  textile  in- 
dustry and  the  special  nature  of  its  problems. 
It  was  determined  to  find  answers. 

We  worked  hand  in  hand  with  Congress 
to  develop  a  seven-point  program  for  textiles. 
This  program  would  not  have  been  possible 
without  the  farsighted  leadership  of  Carl 


Vinson.  He  served  as  the  congressional 
spokesman  of  textile  matters  and  worked 
closely  with  the  administration. 

The  result  is  a  classic  example  of  the  bene- 
fits of  constructive  cooperation  between  Gov- 
ernment and  business. 

A  number  of  bilateral  and  multilateral 
trade  arrangements  have  been  negotiated 
and  implemented  to  bring  about  more  or- 
derly world  trade  in  cotton  textile  products. 
New  tax  depreciation  schedules  have  encour- 
aged plant  expansion  and  improvement. 
This  year  a  new  law  made  it  possible  to  buy 
American  cotton  at  the  same  price  it  is  sold 
abroad  for  the  first  time  since  1956.  Even 
in  the  difficult  area  of  wool  products,  so  vital 
to  Georgia,  we  have  taken  significant  steps 
to  stem  the  tide  of  certain  imports  which 
have  entered  this  country  through  unin- 
tended loopholes  in  our  tariff  laws. 

The  result  has  been  increasing  confidence 
and  well-being  for  the  industry  and  its  work- 
ers. Wages  have  been  increased — twice 
within  the  past  year.  The  Department  of 
Commerce  estimates  a  i  billion  bale  increase 
in  domestic  cotton  consumption  this  year. 
The  demand  for  textile  products  is  good. 
The  industry  is  planning  recordbreaking  in- 
vestments in  plant  and  equipment.  Annual 
capital  expenditures  averaged  $414  million 
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in  the  1950-1960  period.  They  are  expected 
to  approach  $800  miUion  in  1964.  This  is  a 
rate  of  increase  not  surpassed  by  any  other 
major  American  industry.  Textile  machin- 
ery sales  are  up.  Thousands  of  new  jobs  are 
being  created. 

These  are  impressive  accomplishments. 
We  know  the  job  can  be  done.  We  must 
now  focus  on  the  remaining  weak  spots,  and 
implement  the  rest  of  our  program. 

We  must  move  ahead  with  a  permanent 
one-price  system. 

We  intend  to  keep  cotton  textile  imports 
from  disrupting  the  market. 

Wool  product  imports  must  be  kept  at 


reasonable  levels.  For  it  is  essential  that  the 
wool  textile  industry  be  restored  to  good 
health. 

I  am  convinced  that  our  program  for  tex- 
tiles is  in  the  best  interests  of  all  America. 
I  intend  to  pursue  it  to  a  successful  conclu- 
sion. 

note:  The  statement  was  issued  at  Macon,  Ga.  For 
an  earlier  statement  by  the  President  on  the  textile 
industry,  see  Item  602. 

Representative  Carl  Vinson  of  Georgia  served  as 
chairman  of  a  special  group  in  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives vfhkh.  had  studied  the  textile  program. 

For  the  seven-point  program  for  the  textile  in- 
dustry see  "Public  Papers  of  the  Presidents,  John  F. 
Kennedy  1961,"  Item  161. 


718    Remarks  at  a  Rally  in  Augusta,  Georgia. 
October  26,  1964 


Governor  Sanders,  ladies  and  gentlemen, 
boys  and  girls: 

When  I  come  to  Georgia,  it  is  like  coming 
home.  My  roots  are  deep  in  Georgia. 
Georgia  has  given  me  much  to  be  proud  of. 
Georgia  has  given  much  to  this  Nation's 
progress,  and  there  is  a  great  deal  more  yet 
to  be  done. 

I  have  been  welcomed  warmly  first  in 
Macon  and  now  in  Augusta,  this  lovely, 
gracious  city.  One  of  Augusta's  greatest 
prides,  and  justifiably  so,  is  the  fact  that  it 
is  the  hometown  of  one  of  the  ablest  and  the 
brightest  young  men  in  the  United  States, 
your  own  Governor,  Carl  Sanders.  He  is 
not  afraid  to  stand  up  and  be  counted  for 
what  is  right,  for  you  and  for  our  country, 
and  I  am  proud  of  him  and  I  know  you  are 
proud  of  him,  too. 

It  is  good  to  have  by  my  side  my  longtime 
friend  and  loyal  colleague,  the  great  Senator 
from  Georgia,  Herman  Talmadge.  He  is 
one  of  the  great  Senators  of  our  country  and 
he  bears  a  name  that  stands  for  service  and 


duty  to  the  people  in  Georgia. 

You  are  wise  to  have  chosen  as  your  Con- 
gressman my  friend  Bob  Stephens.  No  man 
works  harder  in  the  Congress  to  advance  the 
cause  of  Augusta  and  the  cause  of  Georgia 
than  does  Bob  Stephens,  and  I  salute  him  and 
congratulate  him  here  today. 

I  am  glad  that  Jack  Flynt  is  here,  too.  He 
has  been  my  friend  and  he  is  one  of  Georgia's 
ablest  Congressmen. 

I  wish  that  my  dearest  friend  and  one  of 
my  wisest  counselors.  Senator  Dick  Russell, 
were  here.  In  my  days  in  the  Senate,  no 
man  was  kinder  to  me  or  gave  me  more  help 
than  this  great  Senator. 

I  am  glad  that  J.  B.  Fuqua,  your  State 
chairman,  is  here.  I  know  he  is  a  com- 
petent chairman,  and  I  also  know  from  the 
weekend  that  he  spent  at  my  ranch  that  he 
is  a  good  hunter. 

Augusta  is  moving  forward.  Just  last 
week  we  broke  ground  on  a  new  permanent 
Signal  School  at  Fort  Gordon.  In  the  last 
year  we  have  put  $30  million  in  new  con- 
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struction  into  Fort  Gordon.  So  I  am  proud 
of  the  way  that  the  Democratic  administra- 
tion has  demonstrated  its  faith  in  the  future 
of  Fort  Gordon. 

This,  I  might  add,  is  in  sharp  contrast  to 
the  way  the  previous  administration  treated 
Augusta,  when  it  closed  the  Augusta  Arsenal 
and  put  500  Augusta  families  out  of  work. 

Today  I  understand  that  you  have  a  4-year 
college  on  this  same  ground,  and  you  know 
how  I  feel  about  education.  I  know  that 
you  know  how  the  opposition  feels  about 
education. 

We  are  all  proud  of  the  Savannah  River 
plant.  We  welcome  here  this  evening  the 
great  and  learned  and  distinguished  Gov- 
ernor, Donald  Russell,  of  the  State  of  South 
Carolina.  We  are  proud  to  have  my  old 
ally  and  my  loyal  friend,  the  senior  Senator 
from  South  Carolina,  Olin  Johnston,  here 
with  us  tonight. 

So  far  as  the  Savannah  River  plant  is 
concerned,  we  are  working  now  to  help  you 
convert  this  installation  and  all  of  its  facili- 
ties into  peaceful  purposes  so  that  this  instal- 
lation will  continue  to  serve  the  United 
States  in  any  crisis. 

The  great  Clarks  Hill  Reservoir  was  built 
in  a  Democratic  administration.  It  estab- 
lished flood  control.  It  stabilized  the  Savan- 
nah River  flow  so  that  now  you  have  an 
inland  port.  And  the  Corps  of  Engineers  is 
now  working  on  a  9-foot  channel  all  the 
way  from  Augusta  to  the  Atlantic  Ocean. 
The  reservoir  has  played  an  important  role 
in  bringing  new  industry,  in  bringing  new 
jobs,  in  bringing  more  income  into  every 
home  in  Augusta. 

The  Democrats  try  to  create  jobs.  The 
Democrats  try  to  build  business.  The 
Democrats  try  not  to  turn  back  the  clock  to 
lower  wages  and  fewer  jobs. 

In  Augusta  in  the  past  12  months,  f  100 
million  of  new  industry  has  been  announced. 


This  is  progress.  This  is  the  positive,  for- 
ward motion  of  a  people  on  the  move. 
Augusta  and  the  great  State  of  Georgia  are 
sharing  in  the  greatest  and  the  longest  span 
of  prosperity  in  all  the  peacetime  history  of 
the  United  States. 

For  44  months  this  prosperity  has  gone 
unbroken.  Moreover,  it  was  the  Democratic 
tax  cut  of  $12  billion  that  is  helping  fuel  this 
business  expansion,  a  tax  cut  that  my  op- 
ponent voted  against,  but  thank  God  Demo- 
crats and  Republicans  alike  joined  to  vote  for 
the  tax  cut  and  pass  it  in  the  Congress. 

Augusta  has  a  right  to  be  proud  of  its  great 
medical  school,  named  after  the  father  of  the 
great  Senator  from  Georgia,  Herman 
Talmadge. 

One  hundred  years  ago  there  lived  in  this 
city  of  Augusta  a  small  boy  who  saw  with  his 
own  eyes  and  felt  in  his  own  soul  the  awful 
price  of  the  war  that  divided  this  Nation. 
When  he  was  grown,  he  once  said,  "The 
only  place  in  the  world  where  nothing  has  to 
be  explained  to  me  is  the  South." 

That  small  boy  was  the  last  President  of 
the  United  States  that  was  born  and  raised 
in  the  South — ^Woodrow  Wilson. 

So  I  say  to  all  of  you  this  evening,  and  I 
say  to  all  of  the  South — and  I  want  to  say  to 
all  of  the  Nation — what  Woodrow  Wilson 
said  then:  "The  only  place  in  the  world 
where  nothing  has  to  be  explained  to  me  is 
the  South." 

I  know  the  burdens  that  the  South  has 
borne.  I  know  the  troubles  that  the  South 
has  seen.  I  know  the  ordeals  that  have  tried 
the  South  through  all  of  these  years.  And  I 
want  to  see  those  burdens  lifted  off  the  South. 
I  want  the  ordeals  to  end  and  the  South  to 
stand  where  it  should  stand  as  the  full  and 
honored  part  of  a  proud  and  united  land. 

There  are  190  million  people  in  the  United 
States,  but  there  are  in  this  world  more  than 
3  billion.    So  if  freedom  is  to  stand,  if  our 
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hopes  are  to  survive,  if  our  dreams  are  to  be 
fulfilled,  your  President,  the  President  of  all 
the  people  of  the  United  States,  must  be  able 
to  win  and  to  hold  the  trust  and  to  have  the 
respect  of  not  only  those  millions  here  at 
home,  but  those  billions  around  the  globe. 
He  must  be  able  to  say  what  the  American 
people  want  the  world  to  understand  about 
America.  The  free  capitals  of  the  world 
must  understand.  The  friendly  capitals  of 
this  hemisphere  must  understand,  and 
Moscow  must  understand  and  Peking  must 
understand. 

In  our  nuclear  world  tonight,  there  can  be 
no  misunderstanding  of  America's  purposes 
or  America's  policies,  or  America's  Presi- 
dents.   Such  understanding  begins  at  home. 

The  American  people  want  to  make  this  a 
better  land  with  a  better  life  for  better  people, 
and  any  man  who  leads  America  must  under- 
stand that  Americans  do  not  want  to  turn 
back  to  the  past.  They  do  not  want  to  spend 
their  years  undoing  what  generations  before 
them  have  done  so  well.  They  do  not  want 
to  give  their  time  to  reopening  old  wounds 
or  recalling  the  pains  of  old  history. 

Americans  today  want  to  bind  up  those 
wounds.  They  want  to  heal  that  history. 
They  want  to  make  this  Nation  whole,  and 
in  the  months  that  have  been  mine,  this  is 
the  work  that  I  have  tried  to  do,  and  this  is 
the  work  that  I  pledge  to  continue  if  this 
trust  is  vested  in  me  on  November  3d. 

The  people  of  America  do  not  want  a 
President  to  waste  these  years  in  stalemate 
with  the  States  or  with  a  deadlock  with  the 
Congress.  I  think  that  the  people  of  Amer- 
ica want,  and  I  think  the  people  of  America 
expect,  that  the  White  House  and  the  State 
House  should  work  together,  as  your  good 
Governor  Carl  Sanders  and  I  have  worked 
together  these  past  11  months. 

The  people  of  America  want  and  expect 
the   executive   branch   and   the   legislative 


branch  to  work  together,  as  we  have  done 
with  the  help  of  men  like  your  Senator  Dick 
Russell  and  Herman  Talmadge  and  Carl 
Vinson,  and  your  own  good  Congressman 
Bob  Stephens,  and  others. 

The  people  of  America  want  their  Presi- 
dent to  work  for  peace.  They  want  him  to 
work  through  preparedness. 

Now,  this  I  have  done,  and  this  I  will  con- 
tinue to  do.  The  people  of  America  want 
their  President  to  keep  his  head  without 
losing  his  heart.  They  want  him  to  be 
frugal  with  the  public  funds,  but  they  want 
him  to  be  faithful  to  the  public  needs  of  the 
young  and  the  old.  They  want  him  to  be 
concerned  with  the  poor  and  they  want 
him  to  be  just  to  the  well-to-do,  the  working- 
man,  and  the  businessman,  and  the  farm 
family,  and  the  city  family  alike.  This  I 
have  done,  and  this  I  will  continue  to  do. 

Your  support,  your  great  sense  of  patriot- 
ism, has  been  strength  for  me  throughout 
the  time  that  I  have  served  as  your  Presi- 
dent. In  this  election,  I  do  not  call  for  a 
victory  of  party,  I  do  not  call  for  a  victory 
of  region.  I  call  for  a  victory  of  all  the 
people,  a  victory  for  all  America. 

In  my  heart  I  think,  as  I  believe  you  think, 
that  our  country  is  stronger  if  we  reason 
out  our  differences  together.  I  think  it  is 
better  to  use  the  head  and  the  heart  than  to 
use  the  tongue  and  the  voice. 

I  know  when  you  see  people,  as  you  have 
seen  them  at  some  conventions  when  they 
don't  want  other  people  to  talk,  when  the 
Governor  of  a  great  State  is  not  even  per- 
mitted to  speak  to  his  own  convention  be- 
cause of  others  who  would  interfere,  or  when 
the  President  of  your  own  country  would 
be  stopped  and  interrupted  while  he  was 
trying  to  talk  to  you  in  your  own  land — can 
you  imagine  what  kind  of  leadership  that 
would  do  for  the  world  if  that  were  practiced 
on  other  people? 
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Now,  might  does  not  make  right,  and  I 
would  imagine  I  would  know  where  the 
might  is  here  if  we  needed  to  do  it.  But  I 
was  always  taught  as  a  little  boy  when  peo- 
ple didn't  know  any  better,  and  when  they 
made  mistakes,  and  when  they  were  rude, 
and  when  they  didn't  show  good  manners, 
to  turn  your  other  cheek  and  say,  "Dear 
Lord,  please  forgive  them,  for  they  know 
not  what  they  do." 

And  I  think  that  is  the  way  that  the  peo- 
ple of  the  50  States  are  feeling.  We  don't 
feel  hurt,  and  we  don't  feel  angry.  We 
just  feel  sorry.  And  I  think  that  on  No- 
vember 3d  they  are  going  to  feel  sorry,  too. 

I  think  that — I  know  in  my  heart  that 
this  is  how  Georgia  will  vote.  I  was  in  an 
election  campaign  4  years  ago  and  I  returned 
to  my  home  State  in  the  last  days  of  that  cam- 
paign. We  went  to  the  hotel  to  wash  up 
before  we  went  to  a  luncheon  meeting,  but 
the  entrance  was  blocked  and  the  hecklers 
were  there.  They  harassed  us  and  they 
hounded  us  and  they  knocked  my  wife's 
hat  off.  They  spit  on  us,  they  called  us 
traitors,  and  they  called  us  treason  artists. 
And  they  had  ugly  signs  and  they  dealt  not 
in  a  single  issue  that  we  were  debating. 
They  had  only  to  talk  about  personalities 
and  litde  petty  things  because  they  were 
little,  petty  people. 

As  we  walked  from  one  hotel  to  the  other 
in  a  free  American  city  that  had  never 
known  anything  but  democratic  leadership 
and  democratic  ways  and  democratic  free- 
doms, it  took  us  more  than  an  hour  to  walk 
across  the  block  because  of  the  chants  and 
the  saliva  that  was  running  out  of  their 
mouths,  and,  really,  some  of  them  were 
diseased;  they  were  just  really  upset. 

The  next  morning  I  talked  to  a  great 
public  servant  of  Georgia;  he  called  me  on 
the  phone.    I  believe  it  was  about  Wednes- 


day of  the  week  before  the  election  on  Tues- 
day.   He  said: 

"I  want  to  know  where  I  can  join  your 
plane  tomorrow,  because  in  the  State  of 
Georgia  we  don't  spit  on  people  we  disagree 
with.  We  don't  knock  the  hats  off  of  their 
ladies,  and  we  do  permit  them  to  move 
down  the  street  from  one  hotel  to  the  other 
without  danger.  I  would  like  to  come  and 
say  to  the  people  of  America  that  these 
tactics  that  we  have  read  about  and  that  we 
have  seen  don't  represent  a  majority  of 
Americans.  They  represent  a  minority  of 
poor,  unfortunate  souls  that  ought  to  be 
pitied  instead  of  criticized." 

So  I  think  here  tonight  in  Georgia,  I  think 
in  my  own  heart,  and  I  think  in  your  heart, 
that  all  of  you  know  how  the  South  is  going 
to  vote.  In  my  heart  and  in  your  heart,  I 
think  you  know  that  this  is  how  the  Ameri- 
cans of  all  regions,  of  all  religions,  of  all 
races,  will  vote  on  November  3d. 

I  want  to  especially  thank  you  good  peo- 
ple who  came  to  listen  and  to  learn  and  to 
try  to  find  out  about  the  issues.  I  want  to 
tell  you  that  11  months  ago  when  I  took 
over  the  Presidency,  I  didn't  have  any  time 
to  go  to  the  library  or  to  bring  in  a  council  of 
advisers.  In  that  tragic  moment  after 
Dallas,  I  suddenly  had  this  awesome  respon- 
sibility thrust  upon  me.  I  said  with  the 
good  Lord's  help  and  with  your  prayers,  I 
would  try  to  do  my  dead  level  best.  And  I 
have  done  that. 

Now,  under  our  constitutional  system, 
next  Tuesday  week  you  will  be  called  upon 
to  turn  me  out  or  to  select  me  for  4  more 
years,  and  I  think  I  know  that  in  your  heart 
you  know  what  is  right. 

There  is  only  one  real  issue  in  this  cam- 
paign, and  it  is  a  very  important  issue,  and 
it  is  probably  the  most  important  issue  that 
you  will  ever  decide  in  your  lifetime.    That 
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issue  is  peace  or  war.  That  issue  is  whether 
you  have  nuclear  holocaust  or  whether  you 
have  peace. 

If  you  move  a  thumb  up  to  a  button  that 
launches  a  nuclear  holocaust,  in  a  matter  of 
moments  you  can  snuflE  out  the  existence  of 
300  million  men  and  women  and  children. 
One  hundred  million  alone,  more  than  half 
the  people  in  America,  would  be  wiped  out 
in  a  matter  of  moments.  That  is  so  much 
more  important  than  anything  else  that  an 
intelligent  man  can  think  of  that  that  is 
what  should  occupy  our  time,  and  I  think 
that  is  what  will  occupy  your  time. 

You  have  to  sit  down  in  the  quiet  sanctity 
of  your  home,  and  with  your  wife  and  with 
your  family,  determine  what  leadership  you 
think  is  best  equipped,  is  best  experienced, 
has  the  prudence,  has  the  understanding, 
and  has  the  training  to  try  to  pull  together 
the  people  of  the  world  instead  of  dividing 
them,  to  try  to  heal  the  differences  that  di- 
vide us  and  make  them  unite  us. 

There  are  so  many  more  things  that  we 
agree  upon  than  we  disagree  upon,  but  we 
must  have  a  leader  who  loves  instead  of  a 
leader  who  hates.  We  must  have  a  leader 
who  has  faith  in  our  country  instead  of  a 
leader  who  has  doubt  in  our  country.  We 
must  have  a  leader  who  really  is  running  for 
the  Presidency  instead  of  a  leader  who  is 
running  against  the  Presidency  all  the  time. 

We  have  got  to  have  someone  who  be- 
lieves in  the  capacity  of  this  country,  the 
future  of  this  country,  and  the  potential  of 
this  country,  instead  of  having  someone  who 
is  frightened,  fearful,  doubtful,  and  con- 
stantly concerned  about  us  going  to  hell  in 
a  hat. 

Well,  I  am  not  going  to  tell  you  how  to 
classify  these  individuals.  You  can  do  that 
in  your  own  home,  in  your  own  way,  and 
then  you  can  go  and  express  yourself.    The 


only  one  thing  I  want  to  tell  you  is  this: 
There  is  danger  abroad  in  the  world.  We 
are  living  in  a  critical  period.  Your  patriot- 
ism was  never  needed  more. 

There  are  parents  in  this  crowd  that  took 
their  son  down  to  the  depot  to  say  goodby  to 
him  in  World  War  I  and  World  War  II,  and 
I  pray  they  will  never  have  to  do  that  again. 
But  I  do  hope  that  you  take  that  son  and  go 
down  to  the  polling  place.  I  am  not  saying 
that  you  go  there  and  vote  for  this  party  or 
vote  for  this  man.  I  am  saying  you  go  there 
and  do  your  duty  and  do  your  obligation, 
and  live  up  to  your  responsibilities  of  citizen- 
ship just  like  you  do  when  this  Nation  is 
confronted  with  danger  in  wartime.  You 
go  there  and  do  what  you  think  is  best. 

President  Eisenhower  was  a  Republican 
President.  I  voted  for  him  in  i960  in  his 
foreign  policy  and  his  relations  with  other 
nations  95  percent  of  the  time.  My  oppo- 
nent, who  belongs  to,  or  is  supposed  to  be- 
long to,  the  same  party  voted  for  him  25  per- 
cent of  the  time.  I  want  to  continue  a 
bipartisan  foreign  policy,  where  the  leaders 
of  both  parties  will  let  politics  stop  at  the 
water's  edge. 

I  said  when  I  was  elected  leader  of  the 
Democrats  in  the  Senate,  after  Dick  Russell 
nominated  me  and  I  was  elected  unani- 
mously, when  President  Eisenhower  was 
taking  over  the  Presidency  and  had  a  ma- 
jority of  the  Senate — the  Democrats  had  been 
defeated  and  had  been  routed — I  said,  "Here 
is  going  to  be  my  policy:  When  the  Repub- 
lican President,  Mr.  Eisenhower,  is  right,  I 
am  going  to  stand  up  and  proudly  support 
him,  and  ask  my  Democrats  to  follow  me. 
When  he  is  wrong,  I  am  going  to  oppose 
him,  in  decency  and  dignity,  on  the  basis  of 
the  issue  and  without  regard  to  personality 
or  his  children  or  his  dogs,"  because  I  believe 
it  is  every  American's  duty  if  he  wants  to  be 
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a  good  citizen,  when  he  casts  his  vote  either 
in  Augusta  or  in  the  United  States  Senate,  to 
vote  for  what  he  thinks  is  best  for  his  coun- 
try, regardless  of  his  party. 

So  when  they  asked  me  what  my  political 
philosophy  was,  I  said,  "I  am  a  free  man 
first,  I  am  an  American  second,  I  am  a 
public  servant  third,  and  I  am  a  Democrat 
fourth,  in  that  order." 

So  if  in  your  judgment  and  your  wisdom 
you  decide  that  after  the  11  months  that  I 
have  tried  to  do  the  best  I  could  and  pick  up 
where  our  beloved  President  John  Fitzgerald 
Kennedy  left  off  and  carry  on — if  you  don't 
join  the  few  voices  that  would  turn  me  out, 
and  you  ask  me  to  stay  there  for  another  4 


years,  I  pledge  you  that  I  will  give  you  all 
that  is  within  me  to  try  to  unite  the  world 
instead  of  divide  the  world,  to  try  to  have 
peace  instead  of  have  war,  to  try  to  have 
prosperity  instead  of  have  depression,  to  try 
to  help  lead  and  build  a  new  South,  but  most 
of  all,  a  new  America  that  knows  no  North, 
no  South,  no  East,  no  West. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  5:38  p.m.  at  the 
Richmond-Augusta  County-Municipal  Building  in 
Augusta,  Ga.  In  his  opening  words  he  referred  to 
Governor  Carl  E.  Sanders  of  Georgia.  Later  he  re- 
ferred to  Senators  Herman  E.  Talmadge  and  Richard 
B.  Russell,  and  Representatives  Carl  Vinson,  Robert 
G.  Stephens,  Jr.,  and  John  J.  Flynt,  Jr.,  all  of  Georgia, 
J.  B.  Fuqua,  chairman  of  the  Georgia  State  Demo- 
cratic Committee,  and  Governor  Donald  S.  Russell 
and  Senator  Olin  D.  Johnston  of  South  Carolina. 
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Senator  Johnston,  Governor  Russell,  distin- 
guished guests  on  the  platform,  ladies  and 
gentlemen: 

Today  I  have  been  visiting  the  part  of 
America  that  we  love,  the  South.  Today  I 
have  been  in  Orlando  and  Jacksonville,  Fla., 
in  Macon  and  Augusta,  Ga.  And  now  the 
climax  of  the  day,  and  the  night  here  in  this 
great,  historic,  and  beautiful  city  of  Colum- 
bia. And  by  my  side  have  been  the  great 
men  of  the  South:  Senator  Smathers  and 
Senator  Holland  and  Governor  Bryant  of 
Florida;  Senators  Herman  Talmadge  and 
Dick  Russell  and  Congressman  Carl  Vinson 
and  Governor  Carl  Sanders  of  Georgia. 

And  here  tonight  I  am  so  proud  to  be  with 
my  lifelong  friend,  my  loyal  ally  and  my 
great  colleague  in  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States,  your  own  good  and  great  Senator 
Olin  D.  Johnston.  No  man  ever  came  from 
any  people  or  from  any  State  who  has  fought 
harder  for  justice  and  peace  and  honor  and 
prosperity  than  this  outstanding  southerner 


of  our  times — Olin  Johnston. 

I  am  proud  to  be  here  with  a  man  of  dig- 
nity and  courage  and  valor,  your  Governor 
Donald  Russell.  He  has  set  a  model  for  the 
Nation.  He  has  given  a  demonstration  of 
leadership  and  statesmanship  that  is  re- 
spected from  Maine  to  California.  He  is  a 
wise  man,  a  temperate  man,  one  who  has  ad- 
vanced the  cause  of  progress  in  the  United 
States  of  America,  but  particularly  the  cause 
of  progress  in  South  Carolina,  and  we  are 
so  grateful  in  the  White  House  to  Mrs. 
Russell  for  coming  there  and  for  standing 
by  Lady  Bird's  side  on  her  wonderful  train 
trip  all  through  the  sunny  southland. 

Now  I  would  like  to  say  a  word  about  the 
great  South  Carolina  congressional  delega- 
tion. It  is  respected  and  it  is  effective.  It  is 
a  delegation  with  men  like  John  McMillan, 
with  whom  I  have  served  for  many  years, 
dean  of  the  South  Carolina  delegation,  with 
Bob  Ashmore,  with  William  Jennings  Bryan 
Dorn. 
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Also  on  this  platform  is  a  very  intelligent 
and  energetic  man  who  should  be  called  to 
duty  by  the  people  of  South  Carolina,  Tom 
Gettys.  Send  this  man  to  Congress  where 
we  need  him,  where  South  Carolina  needs 
him,  and  where  the  whole  Nation  needs  him. 
I  thank  you  for  the  kind  of  men  that  you 
have  sent  to  Washington. 

Mayor  Bates,  Governor  Ransome  Wil- 
liams, Governor  George  Bell  Timmerman,  I 
thank  you  for  being  here  tonight,  and  thanks, 
also,  to  my  old  friend  Senator  Edgar  Brown, 
Governor  McNair,  Yancey  McLeod,  Attor- 
ney General  Dan  McLeod,  and  the  other 
distinguished  South  Carolinians  who  have 
come  here  to  stand  up  and  be  counted 
with  us. 

I  see  every  day  in  one  of  the  rooms  of  the 
White  House  the  portrait  of  a  man  whose 
boyhood  home  stands  here  in  Columbia,  S.C. 
It  is  a  sobering  portrait  of  a  heartbroken  man. 
Woodrow  Wilson  wanted  one  thing — peace 
in  the  world  in  his  time,  not  for  himself,  but 
for  all  mankind. 

That  great  yearning  for  peace  may  have 
been  bred  in  this  house  on  Hampton  Street. 
His  father,  who  taught  at  the  old  Columbia 
Theological  Seminary,  may  have  nourished 
that  dream  when  he  talked  at  the  supper 
table  with  his  high-school-age  son  who  was 
later  to  become  the  great  President  of  the 
United  States.  Woodrow  Wilson  came 
close,  mighty  close,  to  making  that  dream 
come  true,  but  he  could  not  finish  his  work. 
But  you  and  I  can — and  you  and  I  will. 

Lasting  peace  between  peoples  in  the 
world  is  tonight  within  our  sight  and  within 
our  grasp.  It  will  be  within  our  children's 
reach.  The  great  Savannah  River  nuclear 
production  plant  marks  the  new,  more  peril- 
ous, yet  more  promising  path  to  peace. 

There  is  just  one  important,  just  one  over- 
riding issue  in  this  election  this  year,  and 
that  is  why  I  am  not  going  to  indulge  in  any 


muckraking  or  any  mudslinging  or  even 
discussing  personalities,  because  candidates 
never  discuss  personalities  if  they  have  is- 
sues to  discuss.  When  you  hear  a  fellow 
talking  about  his  neighbor,  or  his  friend, 
or  his  opponent — and  remember  that  the 
man  is  not  supposed  to  recommend  his  op- 
ponent very  highly — when  you  hear  him 
talking  about  that,  you  know  that  he  doesn't 
want  to  talk  about  the  things  that  count, 
the  issues  in  your  life. 

The  big  issue  that  we  want  to  talk  about 
tonight  is  whether  we  will  stay  on  this  path 
of  peace.  The  President  that  you  will  select 
and  elect  a  week  from  tomorrow  has  to 
assure  full  responsibility  for  the  stewardship 
of  your  survival  if  a  time  should  come  for 
a  nuclear  decision. 

Your  President  will  have  in  his  hand,  in- 
escapably, the  power  of  life  and  death  for 
hundreds  of  millions  of  people  on  this  planet. 
Your  President  will  have  to  make  for  Amer- 
ica and  for  a  large  part  of  the  world  impor- 
tant, key  decisions  which  may  determine 
whether  the  air  we  breathe  is  to  be  free 
from  fallout,  or  full  of  it;  whether  the  milk 
that  we  give  our  little  children  is  to  have  any 
poison  which  stunts  their  growth,  or  be  free 
from  it. 

You  know  the  policies  of  one  man  who 
seeks  your  trust.  That  man  offers  a  policy 
of  brinkmanship  with  nuclear  power.  He 
urges  that  we  consider  using  atomic  weapons 
in  Viet-Nam,  even  in  Eastern  Europe,  if 
there  should  be  an  uprising.  He  voted  to 
cut  back  our  efiforts  to  try  to  control  the 
arms  race.  He  voted  against  the  agree- 
ment— one  of  just  a  dozen — to  stop  the 
nuclear  tests  which  poison  the  air  that  you 
breathe.  That  is  a  policy  of  gambling  with 
your  destiny. 

I  offer  you  instead  this  policy:  First,  our 
nuclear  power  must  be  great  enough  that 
any  potential  enemy  understands  and  knows 
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that  a  nuclear  attack  would  be  suicide  if  he 
tried  it. 

Second,  we  must  exercise  great  care 
against  any  use  of  this  power  to  destroy  the 
world,  to  poison  the  world's  atmosphere, 
or  to  cripple  any  single  human  being. 

Third,  we  must  speed  the  development  of 
nuclear  energy  for  peacetime  purposes. 

Nuclear  energy  is  being  used  tonight 

— to  power  the  U.S.S.  Savannah, 

— to  power  isolated  lighthouses  and  com- 
munications equipment  for  our  satellites, 

— to  process  chemicals  and  plastics, 

— to  sterilize  medical  supplies, 

— to  preserve  food  in  America. 

We  are  studying  ways  to  use  nuclear 
energy  to  excavate  canals  and  mines,  and  to 
desalinate  ocean  waters,  to  take  the  waters 
from  the  oceans  and  remove  the  salt  so  that 
we  can  make  the  deserts  of  the  world  bloom 
again. 

The  future  defies  imagination.  But  we 
must  be  eternally  vigilant  to  make  certain 
that  this  is  a  future  of  peace;  that  this  is  a 
future  of  security;  that  this  is  a  future  of 
progress.  And  that  is  what  I  intend  to  do 
as  your  President.  We  are  not  children 
playing  with  sticks  and  stones.  We  are 
nations  with  the  power  to  destroy  millions 
of  human  beings  in  a  matter  of  minutes. 

So  peace  in  the  world  demands  from 
America  today  a  foreign  policy  which 

— assures  our  allies  of  our  support, 

— which  assures  our  adversaries  of  our 
strength  and  our  determination, 

— and  which  assures  the  whole  world  of 
America's  steadfast  search  for  honorable 
peace  for  honorable  men. 

Our  great  President  Woodrow  Wilson 
said,  "There  is  such  a  thing  as  a  nation  being 
so  right  that  it  does  not  need  to  convince 
others  by  force  that  it  is  right."  And  I  say 
to  you  good  people  here  in  Columbia,  S.C., 


tonight  your  United  States  is  right.  And 
if  you  will  give  us  your  help,  and  if  you  will 
lend  us  your  hand,  and  if  you  will  help  us 
unite  this  Nation,  and  if  you  will  give  us 
your  prayers  we  will  patiently  convince 
other  nations  that  the  United  States  is  right. 

With  patience  and  good  sense,  and  the 
help  of  God,  we  will  not  have  to  use  what 
we  have  created  to  defend  ourselves. 

Remaining  always  prepared  we  can  devote 
ourselves  to  building  a  Great  Society  for  all 
of  our  people  where  every  man  and  woman 
who  wants  to  work  has  a  job  and  can  work; 
where  we  have  minimum  wages  and  collec- 
tive bargaining,  and  we  respect  the  man  who 
works  with  his  hands;  where  every  boy  and 
every  girl  born  under  that  flag  has  a  right 
to  all  the  education  they  can  take;  where,  in 
the  twilight  of  our  life,  and  in  the  sundown 
of  our  career,  we  have  a  strong,  solid  social 
security  system  that  is  not  voluntary,  but 
one  that  will  meet  our  needs;  where  our 
farmers  are  treated  with  dignity  and  with 
decency  and  with  equity  at  the  market  place, 
and  they  receive  true  value  for  what  they 
produce;  where  we  conserve  our  great  nat- 
ural resources,  our  rivers,  and  our  forests 
and  our  countrysides;  where  in  time  to  come 
we  can  labor  less  hours  per  day,  less  days 
per  week,  less  weeks  per  month,  and  less 
months  per  year,  so  that  we  can  have  the 
time  to  enjoy  the  benefits  of  education  and 
the  leisure  time  that  would  mean  so  much 
to  the  human  being. 

Yes,  we  want  an  America  where  every 
man,  woman,  and  child  born  under  that  flag, 
regardless  of  his  religion,  regardless  of  his 
region,  regardless  of  his  race,  has  equal  op- 
portunity for  all  and  special  privilege  for 
none. 

Yes,  there  is  much  work  to  do,  but  11 
months  ago  when  I  tried  to  pick  up  where 
my  fallen  leader  had  left  off,  in  that  tragic 
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day  in  Dallas  when,  on  a  moment's  notice, 
I  was  called  to  assume  the  awesome  respon- 
sibilities of  the  Presidency  of  the  United 
States,  the  36th  man  that  has  ever  held  that 
office,  I  had  no  time  to  call  in  my  counselors 
of  wisdom,  I  had  no  time  to  go  to  the 
stacks  in  the  library.  I  had  to  stand  up  then 
in  that  airplane  with  roaring  jet  motors  be- 
hind me,  take  that  oath  of  office,  and  say, 
"Let's  get  back  to  the  Capital  and  effect  this 
transition." 

I  told  you  then  as  I  tell  you  now  that  with 
God's  help,  with  your  prayers,  I  will  do  the 
best  I  can.  That  was  1 1  months  and  3  days 
ago,  and  I  tell  you  tonight  I  have  done  the 
best  I  could. 

This  is  an  election  year,  and  you  have  the 
priceless  heritage  and  privilege  as  a  free 
American  to  go  to  the  ballot  box  and  in  the 
secrecy  of  that  booth  select  the  man  that  you 
want  to  lead  this  Nation  for  the  next  4  years. 
You  ought  to  select  the  man  that  you  think 
is  best  for  America.  You  ought  to  select 
the  man  that  you  think  is  best  for  the  free 
world.  You  ought  to  select  the  man  that 
you  think  is  best  for  South  Carolina.  And 
if  you  do  that,  you  will  select  the  man  that 
is  best  for  you. 

And  so  I  say  here  tonight  to  you  that  the 
next  man  that  sits  there  as  the  President  may 
be  called  upon  to  move  his  thumb  up  toward 
that  nuclear  button  that  could  wipe  out  300 
million  people  in  a  short  time;  that  that  next 
President  may  hear  that  phone  ring  that  is 
there  by  his  bed  and  by  his  desk,  that  "hot 
line"  from  Moscow,  and  you  have  to  select 
the  man  that  you  want  to  answer  it. 

That  is  your  decision;  that  is  not  mine.  I 
will  have  a  very  small  part  in  it.  But  that 
is  the  decision  that  you  ought  to  think 
something  about  before  you  make  it,  and 
that  is  the  decision  that  you  ought  to  talk  to 
your  friends  about,  and  your  family  about, 


and  you  ought  to  be  sure  that  you  are  doing 
what  is  best  for  your  country. 

There  is  not  a  boy  in  that  crowd  that 
wouldn't  gallandy  march  down  to  that  rail- 
road station  and  put  on  that  khaki  uniform 
if  he  thought  this  flag  was  in  danger  tomor- 
row. The  blood  of  the  sons  of  South  Caro- 
lina is  strewn  through  many  nations  because 
they  have  carried  that  flag  many  places  in 
the  world  and  they  have  brought  it  back 
without  a  stain  on  it. 

But  your  job  Tuesday  week  is  how  to 
avoid  war,  not  how  to  provoke  war.  Your 
job  Tuesday  week  is  to  try  to  select  a  man 
that  can  unite  this  country  instead  of  a  man 
that  can  divide  this  country.  Your  job 
Tuesday  week  is  to  select  a  leader  that  has 
faith  and  hope  and  love  instead  of  a  leader 
who  has  fear  and  doubt  and  hate.  And  you 
will  know  in  your  own  heart  what  is  right. 
All  the  slander,  all  the  smear,  all  the  tele- 
vision, and  all  the  propaganda  somehow  or 
other  will  go  by  the  wayside  Tuesday  week. 
They  will  just  be  a  mass  of  old  banners,  old 
pictures,  and  old  television  films,  if  they 
haven't  been  canceled  between  now  and  next 
Tuesday. 

And  you  have  only  yourself  to  answer  for. 
I  haven't  come  down  here  to  presume  on 
your  prerogatives,  and  to  try  to  dictate  to 
you  what  you  ought  to  do.  It  is  naturally  to 
be  assumed  that  I  would  recommend  myself 
most  highly.  But  I  am  not  going  to  take  my 
time  to  do  that. 

Well,  I  will  tell  you  a  little  story  before  I 
go  home.  This  happened  down  in  my  coun- 
try. We  lived  out  on  a  cotton  farm  when  I 
was  a  boy,  and  we  had  a  litde  boy  there  that 
left  a  litde  after  lunch  one  day  and  went  over 
to  the  Old  Setders'  Reunion,  the  Old  Con- 
federate Reunion,  and  he  didn't  come  back 
until  dark  that  night — ^just  about  weighing- 
in  time — ^just  about  the  time  we  were  un- 
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loading  our  sacks  and  weighing  in. 

And  the  boss  said,  "Where  in  the  world 
have  you  been  all  afternoon?" 

He  said,  "I  have  been  over  to  the  Old 
Confederate  Reunion." 

The  boss  said,  "What  did  you  do  all  after- 
noon at  the  Confederate  Reunion?" 

The  boy  said,  "Well,  I  listened  to  a  United 
States  Senator  make  a  speech." 

The  boss  said,  "Well,  the  Senator  didn't 
speak  all  evening,  did  he?" 

The  boy  said,  "Mighty  near,  mighty  near." 

The  boss  said,  "Who  was  the  Senator  and 
what  did  he  speak  about?" 

"Well,"  the  boy  said,  "Boss,  his  name  was 
Senator  Joseph  Weldon  Bailey,  from  Texas, 
and  I  don't  recall  precisely  all  the  Senator 
talked  about,  but  the  general  impression  I 
got  all  afternoon  was  that  he  was  recom- 
mending himself  most  highly." 

So  I  hope  that  you  will  think  of  your 
country  and  your  obligation,  and  not  treat  it 
lightly  on  November  3d,  tomorrow  week.  I 
hope  you  will  go  select  the  man  that  you 
want  to  lead  you,  that  in  your  conscience 
you  believe  is  the  best  man  to  preserve  peace, 
to  preserve  peace  in  the  world  and  prosperity 
at  home. 

Tonight  we  have  72.5  million  people  work- 
ing. Tonight  we  have  an  average  wage  in 
the  manufacturing  industries  of  $104  a  week. 
Tonight  we  have  5  million  more  heads  of 
families  working  than  we  had  4  years  ago. 
Tonight  our  banks  are  full  of  money.  We 
seldom  hear  any  more  of  failures. 

Tonight  our  farm  income  is  up.  Tonight 
our  textile  employment  is  increased,  and  we 
passed  the  cotton  bill  this  year  after  great 
efforts  of  the  Democratic  administration  to 
try  to  help  the  people  of  Georgia,  South 
Carolina,  and  North  Carolina. 

Tonight  we  want  to  try  to  carry  on,  not 
to  be  satisfied  with  the  status  quo,  but  to 
move  ahead  in  a  spirit  of  tolerance  and 


understanding,  in  a  spirit  of  the  Golden 
Rule,  "Do  unto  others  as  you  would  have 
them  do  unto  you;"  in  the  spirit  of  the  Good 
Book,  "Love  thy  neighbor  as  thyself." 

We  think  that  we  can  do  more  united 
than  we  can  divided.  We  think  we  can  do 
more  with  love  than  we  can  with  hate.  We 
must  always  be  prepared  and  have  the  arms 
and  the  strength  to  defend  America.  We 
must  always  keep  our  guard  up,  but  always 
keep  our  hand  out. 

I,  as  your  President,  am  willing  to  go  any- 
where to  talk  to  anyone  at  any  time  that  I 
think  I  can  reason  with  him  and  bring 
peace  in  the  world. 

But  just  because  we  are  mighty,  and  just 
because  at  Savannah  and  Oak  Ridge  you 
have  created  mighty,  awesome  powers  that 
can  destroy  entire  civilizations  is  no  reason 
for  me,  as  your  President — and  I  will  never 
be  guilty  of  it — ratding  our  rockets  and 
bluffing  with  our  bombs. 

Government  of  the  people  must  not  be 
government  by  ultimatum.  Other  people 
have  other  views,  just  as  we  do.  You  know, 
we  don't  see  everything  alike  because  if  we 
did  we  would  all  want  the  same  wife.  We 
have  different  approaches,  so  we  must  try  in 
the  good  words  of  the  Good  Book,  we  must 
try  to  reason  together,  and  that  is  what  we 
are  trying. 

If  you  down  here  in  South  Carolina  will 
take  your  duty  on  election  day  as  close  to 
your  heart  as  you  do  your  duty  when  we 
have  a  declaration  of  war  or  your  duty  on 
Armistice  Day,  I  have  not  the  slightest  doubt 
what  your  decision  will  be.  But  you  must 
go  vote.  You  must  get  your  neighbor  to 
vote.  Every  single  individual  is  equal  on 
election  day,  and  we  need  every  vote  in  that 
ballot  box  we  can  get,  because  we  want  to 
show  the  people  of  the  other  120  nations  of 
the  world — ^we  want  to  show  the  people  of 
the  other  49  States  in  the  Union,  that  the 
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people  of  South  Carolina  are  good,  Christian, 
peace-loving  people  who  want  prosperity  for 
their  folks,  education  for  their  children,  and 
a  bigger  and  brighter  day  for  all  America. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  8:18  p.m.  at  the  State 
Capitol  Building  in  Columbia,  S.C.  In  his  opening 
words  he  referred  to  Senator  Olin  D.  Johnston  and 
Governor  Donald  S.  Russell  of  South  Carolina. 
Later  he  referred  to  Senators  George  A.  Smathers  and 
Spessard  L.  Holland,  and  Governor  Farris  Bryant,  of 
Florida,  and  to  Senators  Herman  E.  Talmadge  and 


Richard  B.  Russell,  Representative  Carl  Vinson,  and 
Governor  Carl  E.  Sanders,  of  Georgia,  and  Mrs. 
Donald  S.  Russell.  He  also  referred  to  the  follovv^- 
ing,  all  of  South  Carolina:  Representatives  John  L. 
McMillan,  Robert  T.  Ashmore,  and  W.  J.  Bryan 
Dorn,  Tom  S.  Gettys,  Democratic  candidate  for 
Representative,  Mayor  Lester  L.  Bates  of  Columbia, 
former  Governors  Ransome  J.  Williams  and  George 
Bell  Timmerman,  State  Senator  Edgar  A.  Brown, 
Lieutenant  Governor  Robert  E.  McNair,  Yancey  A. 
McLeod,  chairman  of  the  State  Democratic  Party, 
and  State  Attorney  General  Daniel  R.  McLeod. 


720    Statement  by  the  President  on  the  Occasion  of  a  Ceremony 
at  the  Statue  of  Ukrainian  Poet  Taras  Shevchenko. 
October  26,  1964 


IT  IS  most  fitting  that  those  who  love  and 
admire  Taras  Shevchenko  should  meet  to 
seal  and  place  in  the  crypt  of  his  statue  cer- 
tain documents  v^hich  will  be  of  interest  to 
American  citizens  in  years  to  come. 

The  love  for  the  Ukrainian  poet  laureate 
is  fully  understandable  and  pride  in  his  ac- 
complishments wholly  justifiable. 

It  is  most  appropriate  that  here  in  the 
Capital  City  of  this  great  and  free  Republic  a 
statue  of  Shevchenko  should  have  been 
erected  to  serve  as  a  reminder  to  all  the  liv- 
ing, and  those  who  follow  us,  of  his 
greatness. 

Shevchenko  well  deserves  the  honors  paid 
him.  He  was  more  than  a  Ukrainian — he 
was  a  statesman  and  citizen  of  the  world. 
He  was  more  than  a  poet — ^he  was  a  valiant 
crusader  for  the  rights  and  freedom  of  men. 
He  used  verse  to  carry  on  a  determined  fight 
for  freedom.  His  poetry  was  of  and  for  the 
people.  It  gave  hope  to  those  in  despair  and 
stirred  to  action  those  who  might  otherwise 
have  been  resigned  to  enslavement. 


So  widespread  was  his  audience  and  so 
great  his  influence  that  his  words  were  read 
and  loved  far  beyond  the  frontiers  of  his  own 
land.  So  valued  were  the  copies  of  his 
poems  that  families  struggled  to  own  two 
books — the  Bible  and  Shevchenko. 

As  a  Member  of  the  United  States  Senate 
back  in  i960, 1  sent  a  message  to  your  orga- 
nizations saying,  "I  would  like  to  congratu- 
late you  for  reasserting  the  spirit  of  freedom 
and  liberty  held  by  Ukrainians  everywhere. 
I  am  convinced  that  the  Democratic  Party 
best  serves  the  cause  of  Ukrainians  every- 
where in  the  world." 

This  is  also  my  message  to  you  in  1964. 
As  President  of  the  United  States  I  renew 
my  congratulations  for  your  accomplish- 
ments and  assure  you  that  this  Nation  and 
this  Government  earnestly  desire  the  return 
of  freedom  to  all  peoples  from  whom  it  is 
even  now  denied.  And  Shevchenko's  po- 
etry will  serve  as  a  constant  reminder  of  this 
most  important  task. 


1459 


[721  ]    Oct.  26 


Public  Papers  of  the  Presidents 


721    Message  to  President  Kaunda  on  the  Occasion  of  the 
Independence  of  Zambia.     October  26,  1964 


Dear  Mr,  President: 

I  extend  to  you  and,  through  you,  to  the 
people  and  Government  of  Zambia  the  sin- 
cere best  wishes  of  the  American  people  and 
Government.  We  rejoice  that  Zambia  has 
become  free  and  now  joins  the  other  inde- 
pendent states  of  Africa  in  seeking  a  better 
life  for  its  people. 

During  the  past  ten  years  the  United  States 
has  warmly  and  sincerely  welcomed  many 
African  states  into  the  community  of  nations. 
As  we  welcome  Zambia  to  this  community 
and  extend  our  congratulations  to  the  people 
of  Zambia,  we  wish  to  express  our  personal 
admiration  to  you,  Mr.  President,  for  the 
vital  role  you  played  during  the  recent  years 
of  preparation  for  this  joyous  occasion. 

We  especially  admire  your  success  in 
achieving  mutual  cooperation  and  under- 
standing among  the  different  racial  elements 
in  Zambia.  We  sincerely  hope  that  this 
achievement  will  be  taken  as  a  lesson  and 
example  by  the  entire  world.  Our  interest 
in  your  example  is  gready  heightened  by  our 
own  efforts  to  eliminate  racial  discrimination 
in  the  United  States. 

The  American  nation  seeks  constantly  to 
foster  the  development  of  free  nations  co- 
operating for  their  mutual  benefit.  We  en- 
courage the  building  of  world  and  regional 
institutions  for  joint  action  and  cooperation. 
We  seek  the  elimination  of  violence  and  ag- 
gression of  any  sort  in  relations  among  na- 


tions, and  we  support  the  economic  and 
social  development  of  each  nation  in  the 
interest  of  the  development  of  all  nations. 
We  believe  that  this  community  of  free  na- 
tions can  fully  achieve  the  universal  goals 
expressed  in  the  United  Nations  Charter 
only  when  all  governments  are  based  on 
the  consent  of  the  governed.  We  know  that 
Zambia  shares  these  objectives  with  us.  We 
look  forward  to  close  cooperation  with  you 
and  your  Government  in  pursuing  these 
mutual  objectives  in  the  councils  of  the 
world  and  in  our  relations  with  each  other. 

Zambia's  independence  will  permit  us  to 
strengthen  the  ties  of  friendship  and  co- 
operation which  have  been  built  up  between 
Zambians  and  Americans  over  many  years. 

With  every  possible  good  wish  for  the  fu- 
ture success  and  well-being  of  Zambia  and 
its  people,  I  extend  personally  to  you  and  to 
your  Government  my  warmest  congratula- 
tions for  all  that  you  have  accomplished  thus 
far.  I  pledge  my  friendship  and  that  of  my 
people  and  country  in  the  years  ahead. 
Sincerely, 

Lyndon  B.  Johnson 

[His  Excellency  Kenneth  D.  Kaunda,  President  of 
the  Republic  of  Zambia,  Lusaka] 

note:  The  message  was  delivered  to  President 
Kaunda,  whose  country  became  independent  on 
October  24,  by  Charles  W.  Engelhard,  Personal 
Representative  o£  the  President  with  the  rank  of 
Special  Ambassador. 


722    Presidential  Statement  No.  3  on  Economic  Issues:  Strengthening 
Our  Balance  of  Payments.     October  26,  1964 


I.  WE  HAVE  made  much  progress  over  the 
past  4  years  in  strengthening  our  balance  of 
payments. 


— Our  surplus  of  merchandise  exports  over 
imports  is  40  percent  above  i960. 
— Our  balance  of  payments  deficit  (on 
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regular  transactions)  has  been  cut  by  more 
than  half — from  an  average  level  of  $3.9 
billion  in  1958-60  to  1 1.7  billion  during  the 
last  fiscal  year. 

— Confidence  in  the  dollar  has  been 
restored. 

— As  a  result,  the  gold  outflow — v^hich 
averaged  an  alarming  fi.7  billion  a  year 
from  1958  through  i960 — was  cut  in  half 
in  1961  and  1962,  and  has  ceased  entirely 
over  the  past  12  months. 

2.  This  progress  has  not  come  at  the  ex- 
pense of  our  other  vital  responsibilities 

— ^for  maintaining  and  improving  our  de- 
fenses abroad, 

— for  providing  needed  assistance  to  de- 
veloping nations,  and 

— for  sustained  and  rapid  growth  at  home. 

3.  Moreover,  we  have  refused  to  seek 
"easy"  and  fast  solutions  to  our  balance  of 
payments  problem  through  damaging  con- 
trols and  restrictions  that  would  have  curbed 
economic  freedom,  hurt  our  domestic  pros- 
perity, or  damaged  other  countries'  trade. 

4.  Instead,  we  have  chosen  the  slower  but 
surer  path  of  progress  through  a  more  com- 
petitive, efficient,  and  prosperous  domestic 
economy — an  economy  fully  equipped  to 
maintain  and  expand  its  share  of  rapidly 
growing  world  markets. 

5.  To  assist  American  business  in  tapping 
the  great  potential  of  these  world  markets, 
this  administration  has  pursued  a  vigorous 


program  of  export  promotion  and  expansion. 
Five  permanent  American  trade  centers  have 
been  established  abroad  since  1961;  19  com- 
mercial exhibits  at  foreign  trade  fairs  have 
been  sponsored  by  the  Department  of  Com- 
merce in  the  past  2  years.  With  the  assist- 
ance of  the  export  expansion  program,  about 
4,000  U.S.  firms  have  made  export  sales 
for  the  first  time  since  i960. 

6.  During  the  past  year  we  have  cut  back 
hard  on  the  U.S.  Government  flow  of  dol- 
lars abroad;  we  have  passed  the  interest 
equalization  tax  and  raised  short-term  inter- 
est rates  at  home  to  cut  off  an  excessive  flow 
of  capital  abroad.  Moreover,  our  policies 
have  helped  to  maintain  the  price  stability 
that  has  advanced  our  trade  and  we  have 
made  investment  at  home  more  attractive  by 
stimulating  healthy  economic  growth. 

7.  The  task  of  restoring  balance  in  our 
external  payments  has  not  been  completed. 
We  will  maintain  our  forward  momentum 
and  capitalize  on  the  very  real  gains  of  the 
past  4  years  through  further  efforts  to  ex- 
pand our  exports,  create  conditions  that  will 
attract  more  of  our  capital  into  domestic  in- 
vestment, and  pursue  responsible  fiscal  and 
monetary  policies  that  will  retain  the  world's 
confidence  in  the  American  economy  and 
the  American  dollar. 

note:  For  a  statement  by  the  President  announcing 
a  series  of  statenients  on  economic  issues,  see  Item 
707. 


723    Presidential  Statement  No.  4  on  Economic  Issues:  Responsible 
and  Effective  Fiscal  Policy.     October  27,  1964 

grams,  to  get  a  full  dollar  of  value  for  every 
dollar  spent. 

— Strong  and  innovating  Government  pro- 
grams that  meet  fully  and  efficiendy  our  re- 
sponsibilities at  home  and  abroad. 

— A   tax    system   which   distributes    the 


I.  RESPONSIBLE  and  effective  fiscal  man- 
agement is  a  key  obligation  of  the  Federal 
Government.    It  requires: 

— Comprehensive  control  of  expenditures 
to  insure  maximum  efficiency  in  operations, 
to  cut  back  low  priority  and  outmoded  pro- 
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burdens  and  raises  revenue  equitably  with- 
out blunting  the  incentive  and  efficiency  of 
the  private  economy. 

— Clear  recognition  of  the  budget's  impact 
on  our  economic  performance.  Federal  ex- 
penditure and  tax  programs  are  inevitably 
powerful  influences  on  jobs,  profits,  and  pro- 
duction in  our  private  economy.  The  influ- 
ences can  be  good  or  bad,  depending  on  our 
wisdom  in  selecting  and  timing  fiscal  actions. 
By  remaining  alert  to  the  economic  effects  of 
the  budget,  we  can  manage  our  fiscal  affairs 
to  create  jobs  and  promote  stable  prices. 

— ^Pursuit  of  the  goal  of  a  balanced  budget 
in  an  economy  balanced  at  its  full  potential. 

As  history  demonstrates,  when  men  and 
machines  are  idle,  the  low  incomes  of  an  un- 
balanced economy  hold  down  Federal  reve- 
nues and  create  deficits.  In  such  a  situation, 
we  must  take  steps  to  stimulate  production 
and  create  jobs,  to  restore  the  health  of  the 
economy — even  though  these  measures  may 
temporarily  add  to  the  deficit. 

In  other  instances,  when  total  demand 
would  otherwise  outrun  our  capacity  to  pro- 
duce, we  must  diligendy  insist  on  budgetary 
surpluses  and  debt  retirement. 

In  short,  we  must  continuously  pursue 
policies  to  promote  steady  and  sustained 
prosperity  without  inflation — not  merely  to 
counter  recessions  and  unsustainable  booms 
after  they  begin. 

2.  We  have  put  these  principles  into  opera- 
tion in  1964: 

— by  effecting  substantial  economies  and 
cost  reductions  through  close  scrutiny  of 
every  expenditure  program.  As  a  result  of 
careful  management  we  are  able  to  decrease 
both  expenditures  and  Government  civilian 
employment  in  the  1965  budget — for  only 
the  second  time  in  9  years. 

— by  using  the  fruits  of  frugality  to  con- 


tribute to  human  compassion  and  national 
progress.  We  have  launched  new  programs 
to  attack  poverty,  support  urban  mass  trans- 
portation, improve  housing,  promote  better 
education  and  training,  and  make  more 
effective  use  of  our  natural  resources. 

— by  providing  the  largest  peacetime  fiscal 
stimulus  in  history  through  the  Revenue  Act 
of  1964,  thereby  strengthening  and  broaden- 
ing our  prosperity. 

3.  And  we  will  continue  to  follow  these 
principles  in  the  years  ahead. 

As  long  as  the  economy  remains  prosper- 
ous, rising  incomes  will  increase  the  revenues 
of  the  Federal  Government  by  roughly  $6 
billion  a  year  at  current  tax  rates.  Unless 
a  major  increase  in  defense  was  required  by 
unanticipated  international  developments, 
revenues  would  therefore  tend  to  rise  relative 
to  expenditures.  Economic  conditions  in  a 
particular  year  might  make  this  a  desirable 
outcome.  But  fiscal  policy  must  be  con- 
stantly alert  to  the  danger  that  a  steady 
growth  in  revenues  relative  to  expenditures 
could  choke  off  our  economic  expansion,  as  it 
did  in  the  late  1950's. 

There  are  many  ways  by  which  this  "fiscal 
drag"  can  be  countered.  The  possibilities 
include:  further  tax  reductions,  increases  for 
top-priority  Federal  programs,  and  an  in- 
creased flow  of  funds  to  State  and  local 
authorities. 

The  size  of  these  adjustments  and  the 
choice  among  them  at  any  given  time  must 
and  will  depend  on  the  changing  needs  of 
our  people,  state  of  our  economy,  and  de- 
mands of  national  security — not  on  some 
rigid  mechanical  formula  fixed  for  years  in 
advance. 

note:  For  a  statement  by  the  President  announcing 
a  series  of  statements  on  economic  issues,  see  Item 

707. 
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724    Presidential  Statement  No.  5  on  Economic  Issues: 
Further  Tax  Reduction.     October  27,  1964 

I.  TO  SUSTAIN  the  prosperity  of  the 
economy,  this  administration  has  enacted  the 
most  far-reaching  tax  reductions  in  our  his- 
tory. We  have  already  cut  both  individual 
and  corporate  income  tax  liabilities  by  nearly 
one-fifth.  We  have  pledged  excise  tax  cuts 
in  1965,  and  we  anticipate  further  income  tax 
cuts  in  the  years  ahead  as  part  of  our  pro- 
gram for  a  prospering,  peacetime  economy. 

2.  In  1962,  important  measures  w^ere  taken 
to  help  industry  modernize  its  facilities. 

— The  revision  of  the  depreciation  guide- 
lines added  $i^  billion  a  year  to  corporate 
cash  flow. 

— ^The  investment  credit  lowered  business 
tax  liabilities  by  more  than  f  i  billion  a  year. 

3.  The  Revenue  Act  of  1964  cut  personal 
and  corporate  income  tax  rates,  raising  pri- 
vate after-tax  incomes  direcdy  by  $11 54 
billion.  This  reduction  has  given  a  great 
boost  to  the  economy,  as  our  advances  in  the 
past  year — 3d  quarter  1964  over  3d  quarter 
1963 — plainly  show  (annual  rates) : 

— The  gross  national  product  is  up  $40 
billion,  or  4.6  percent  in  stable  dollars. 


— Corporate  profits  are  up  22  percent 
(preliminary  estimates). 

— Business  investment  in  plant  and  equip- 
ment is  up  1 1.4  percent. 

— Consumer  income,  after  taxes,  is  up 
$32  billion — and  consumer  buying  is  up  $27 
billion,  the  greatest  such  increase  in  our 
peacetime  history. 

4.  The  size  and  timing  of  further  tax  re- 
duction must  be  tailored  most  carefully  to  fit 

— the  developing  budget  program  as  a 
whole; 

— changing  business  conditions,  so  that 
tax  cuts  serve  to  sustain  prosperity  without 
inflationary  excesses. 

5.  Currently,  the  Treasury  Department 
is  intensively  studying  each  of  the  75  ex- 
cise taxes  to  design  a  rational  program  of 
excise  tax  removal  and  reduction.  Later, 
we  will  again  focus  on  income  taxation — 
both  personal  and  corporate — as  the  major 
areas  for  anticipated  future  tax  cuts. 

note:  For  a  statement  by  the  President  announcing 
a  series  of  statements  on  economic  issues,  see  Item 

707. 


725    Remarks  at  the  Presentation  of  a  Commission  to 
Lt.  Col.  John  H.  Glenn,  Jr.     October  27,  1964 


Colonel  Glenn,  Secretary  Nitze,  ladies  and 
gentlemen: 

This  is  a  very  unusual  and  very  peculiar 
pleasure  for  me  this  morning  to  have  with 
us  one  of  our  most  distinguished  Americans 
and  his  family.  I  would  not  have  this  priv- 
ilege if  we  had  followed  Colonel  Glenn's 
wishes,  because  he  felt  an  unselfishness  that 
is  all  too  rare  among  all  of  us  and  particu- 


larly among  people  in  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment. 

Colonel  Glenn  felt  that  his  promotion 
would  take  from  another  worthy  American 
a  reward  that  he  did  not  want  to  see  him 
deprived  of.  And  rather  than  do  that,  he 
would  be  willing  to  forego  it  himself. 
There  are  few  people  who  reason  that  way. 

I  first  got  to  know  Colonel  Glenn  real 
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well  when  I  met  him  early  one  morning  at 
the  culmination  of  a  very  exciting  adventure 
at  the  Grand  Turk  Island.  As  you  know, 
he  was  the  first  American  in  outer  space. 
The  thing  that  impressed  me  deeply  was 
that  Colonel  Glenn  did  not  just  see  the  po- 
tentialities of  space.  He  did  not  just  see 
outer  space.  Colonel  Glenn  had  a  very 
penetrating  look  into  the  future.  And  in 
seeing  space,  he  was  seeing  the  future  of 
all  mankind. 

Another  thing  that  impressed  me  gready 
was  that  each  of  the  astronauts  was  given  the 
reward,  I  guess  I  should  say  the  privilege, 
of  naming  his  own  ship.  Characteristi- 
cally of  his  patriotism,  his  vision,  and  his  love 
of  his  fellow  man.  Colonel  Glenn  named  his 
capsule  "Friendship." 

So  this  morning  I  insisted  that  he  come 
here  to  the  first  house  of  the  land  to  receive 
from  his  Commander  in  Chief  an  honor  that 
he  did  not  seek  and  one  that  he  did  not 
desire — a  promotion  in  rank.  Now  I 
went  to  the  Congress  with  this  matter.  It 
was  individual.  And  we  were  all  unani- 
mous that  it  was  wonderful  for  him  to  feel 
that  he  should  not  take  this  promotion  from 
another  man,  but  that  by  adding  one  he 
would  not  do  it,  and  we  should  not  be 


deprived  of  doing  what  we  knew  was  right. 

And  so  I  have  just  signed  his  commission 
as  a  full  colonel  in  one  of  the  greatest  orga- 
nizations ever  known  to  man,  and  I  have 
proudly  done  so.  But  even  the  President 
promoting  Colonel  Glenn  does  not  equal 
the  high  rank  that  he  has  already  received 
from  all  the  American  people. 

He  is  the  kind  of  man  that  you  would 
want  your  boy  to  be.  He  is  the  kind  of  man 
that  we  want  all  Americans  to  emulate. 
And  he  is  the  kind  of  fellow  that  I  like  to 
call  my  friend. 

note:  The  ceremony  was  held  at  1:20  p.m.  in  the 
Rose  Garden  at  the  White  House.  The  President's 
opening  words  referred  to  Lt.  Col.  John  H.  Glenn, 
Jr.,  and  Secretary  of  the  Navy  Paul  H.  Nitze. 

A  White  House  statement  released  September  29 
announced  the  President's  nomination  of  Colonel 
Glenn  for  promotion  to  the  grade  of  full  colonel. 
The  release  stated  that  Colonel  Glenn  had  not  been 
chosen  for  promotion  by  the  annual  selection  board 
because  he  had  written  to  the  Commandant  of  the 
Marine  Corps  requesting  that  his  name  not  be  con- 
sidered in  order  that  another  officer  might  be  selected. 
In  his  letter  he  stated  that  it  was  his  intention  to 
retire  from  the  Corps  as  soon  as  his  health  would 
permit.  At  that  time  Colonel  Glenn  was  recuperating 
from  a  head  injury  he  had  received  in  a  fall  in  his 
home. 

The  President's  reference  to  the  Grand  Turk 
Island  meeting  with  Colonel  Glenn  was  to  the  trip 
he  made  as  Vice  President  in  order  to  accompany 
Colonel  Glenn  back  to  the  United  States  after  his 
orbital  flight. 


726    Remarks  to  the  Members  of  the  Inter- American  Committee 
on  the  AlUance  for  Progress.     October  27,  1964 


Ladies  and  gentlemen: 

We  have  just  had  a  meeting  with  the 
membership  of  the  CIAP  group  and  dis- 
cussed the  relations  in  this  hemisphere  and 
we  have  found  the  developments  to  be  quite 
encouraging.  Harmony  exists.  There  is  a 
feeling  of  friendship  between  the  neighbors 
in  the  Western  Hemisphere.  We  regularly 
have  these  meetings. 


The  CIAP  group  has  just  completed  a 
country-by-country  review  of  the  social  and 
economic  progress  that  the  various  indi- 
vidual nations  have  made.  Eleven  months 
ago,  the  first  week  that  I  was  in  office,  I  took 
somewhat  far-reaching  steps  to  overhaul  the 
machinery  and  to  strengthen  the  personnel 
in  the  agencies  that  dealt  with  our  neighbors 
in  this  hemisphere. 
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At  the  end  of  the  fiscal  year,  all  the  money 
that  had  been  appropriated  had  been  allo- 
cated. Red  tape  had  been  cut.  Decisions 
were  no  longer  being  delayed.  The  watch- 
word of  the  Administrator,  Mr.  Mann,  who 
had  the  authority  of  the  White  House  and 
the  State  Department  and  the  Alliance  for 
Progress  all  wrapped  up  under  one  hat,  was 
such  that  he  could  make  a  decision,  and  did. 

So  we  got  out  our  allocations  and  made 
our  decisions.  We  proceeded  on  the  premise 
that  we  could  not  really  have  a  successful 
relationship  that  we  could  take  great  pride 
in,  unless  we  successfully  attacked  the  ancient 
enemies  of  mankind  in  this  hemisphere — 
poverty,  disease,  ignorance,  illiteracy,  ill 
health,  and  so  forth;  that  we  must  have  land 
reform;  that  we  must  have  fiscal  reform;  we 
must  have  tax  reform;  we  must  have  budget 
reform. 

We  have  watched  with  great  interest  the 
improvement  that  has  been  made  in  these 
various  fields.  But  I  also  concluded — and 
my  view,  I  think,  was  shared  by  Secretary 
Rusk  and  Mr.  Mann — that  you  could  take  all 
the  gold  in  Fort  Knox  and  it  would  just  go 
down  the  drain  in  Latin  America,  unless  the 
private  investor,  upon  which  our  whole 
system  is  based,  free  enterprise,  could  have 
some  confidence  that  he  could  make  his 
investment  and  it  would  not  be  confiscated 
and  that  he  would  have  an  opportunity  to 
make  a  fair  and  a  reasonable  return. 

So  we  worked  very  closely  with  a  number 
of  leading  businessmen  and  we  worked  very 
closely  with  some  of  the  great  thinkers,  some 
of  whom  are  represented  here  this  morning, 
in  trying  to  make  it  possible  to  make  private 
investment  increase  and  also  make  it  safer. 
In  1963  we  made  investments  of  around  $60 
million  in  other  countries.  In  1964,  at  the 
rate  we  are  going,  it  will  be  over  $100 
million,  almost  twice  as  much.  So,  progress 
is  being  made. 


We  have  had  a  good  many  momentary 
difficulties.  We  had  our  water  cut  off  at 
Guantanamo,  but  we  solved  that  without  a 
major  debacle.  We  had  some  difficulties  in 
Panama,  but  with  patience  and  judgment  we 
solved  that  without  a  major  catastrophe. 
We  had  problems  in  Brazil  and  now  we  are 
working  very  closely  with  them  to  give  them 
major  assists.  We  had  an  election  in  Chile 
and  that  has  been  decided.  Nowhere,  really, 
have  the  Communists  taken  over  any  govern- 
ments, or  have  any  governments  gone  com- 
munistic since  Cuba  in  1959. 

In  retrospect,  as  we  look  over  the  12 
months  of  our  relations  with  our  neighbors 
in  this  hemisphere,  we  can  look  at  them  with 
confidence,  with  respect,  and  with  pride. 
And  now  I  am  going  to  ask  Mr.  Mann  to 
make  a  full  and  detailed  report  on  these 
developments  to  me  quickly,  shortly. 

I  am  going  to  ask  Dr.  Sanz  here  with 
CIAP  to  realize  that  we  maintain  an  open 
door  policy  and  that  that  door  there  to  the 
President's  office  is  always  open  to  him  and 
to  his  group  for  suggestions,  for  criticisms, 
for  ideas.  Because  we  do  have  a  very  genu- 
ine respect  not  only  for  the  independence  of 
our  fellow  men  in  this  hemisphere  but  for 
their  lofty  and  worthy  desires  to  achieve  for 
their  people  a  better  standard  of  living  and 
a  better  way  of  life. 

And  because  so  many  people  helped  us 
develop  our  economy  and  to  become  a  strong 
and  mighty  nation  politically  and  economi- 
cally and  educationally,  we  feel  a  debt  of 
gratitude  and  we  want  to,  in  part,  repay  it 
by  working  with  our  other  neighbors.  Be- 
cause the  stronger  they  are,  the  stronger 
America  is. 

Thank  you  very  much. 

note:  The  President  spoke  about  2:15  p.m.  in  the 
Rose  Garden  at  the  White  House.  During  his  re- 
marks he  referred  to  Thomas  C.  Mann,  Assistant 
Secretary  of  State  for  Inter-American  Affairs,  United 
States  Coordinator  for  the  Alliance  for  Progress,  and 
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Special  Assistant  to  the  President  for  Latin  America, 
to  Dean  Rusk,  Secretary  of  State,  and  to  Carlos  Sanz 
de  Santamaria,  chairman,  Inter -American  Commit- 
tee on  the  Alliance  for  Progress  (CIAP). 


The  text  of  Mr.  Mann's  report,  dated  October  30, 
1964,  is  printed  in  the  Department  of  State  Bulletin 
(vol.  51,  p.  706). 


727    Remarks  in  Boston  at  Post  Office  Square. 
October  27,  1964 


Mr,  Spea\er,  Monsignor  Griffin,  my  dearest 
friend  and  my  staunchest  ally,  the  great 
Spea\er  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
John  McCormac\,  your  vigorous  next  Gov- 
ernor of  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  Fran\ 
Bellotti — this  young  man  has  great  promise, 
great  ability,  and  great  honor,  Massachu- 
setts can  perform  a  useful  public  service  by 
electing  Fran\  Bellotti  overwhelmingly  as 
your  Governor,  And  I  just  hope  that  you 
vote  the  ticket  straight,  the  Democratic 
ticket,  all  the  way  from  the  courthouse  to  the 
White  House, 

My  beautiful  and  gracious  friend  Joan 
Kennedy.  What  pride  all  of  you  must 
have  in  this  lady  of  great  grace  and 
dignity,  I  thin\  that  Ted  Kennedy  ought  to 
be  enshrined  among  the  successful  men  of 
our  time  if  for  one  reason  alone:  he  had  the 
good  fortune  to  marry  Joan, 
Mayor  Collins,  my  friend  of  long  standing 
Governor  Peabody,  my  loyal  allies  who  for 
many  years  have  been  Members  of  one  of  the 
most  effective  and  one  of  the  most  respected 
congressional  delegations  in  all  this  Nation: 
Congressman  Tip  O'Neill,  Congressman 
Phil  Phil  bin.  Congressman  Torbert  Mac- 
donald.  Congressman  Jim  Bur\e,  and  I 
haven't  seen  Eddie  Poland  here  tonight,  but 
if  he  is  not  here,  I  will  tell  you  where  he  is: 
he  is  out  in  Ohio  getting  votes  for  the 
Johnson-Humphrey  tic\et,  worthing  until 
midnight  to  help  us  carry  that  State — 
and  my  friend  Harold  Donohue,  my  fellow 
Americans: 

Thank  you  for  your  wonderful  welcome. 


It  wasn't  entirely  unexpected.  My  friend 
and  associate  Dave  Powers  told  me  on  the 
way  up  here  about  one  of  the  five  O'SuUivan 
brothers.  He  had  just  had  a  terrible 
quarrel  at  home  and  he  walked  to  the  corner 
and  met  a  friend,  and  he  said  to  him,  *'I 
am  so  angry  I  am  going  to  go  out  and  dis- 
grace the  entire  family.  I  am  going  to  reg- 
ister Republican!" 

Four  years  ago  I  came  to  the  great  Boston 
area  and  we  formed  the  pact  of  "Austin  to 
Boston."  And  I  am  back  here  tonight  to 
tell  you  that  when  the  people  from  Austin 
make  a  pact  with  the  people  of  Boston,  Mr. 
Speaker,  that  is  a  contract  as  long  as  I  have 
breath  in  my  body.  They  tell  me  that  Bos- 
ton used  to  be  known  as  the  home  of  the 
bean  and  the  cod,  and  I  hope  after  next 
Tuesday  that  it  will  be  known  as  the  home 
of  the  Kennedys  and  the  Johnsons. 

This  city  and  this  State  are  among  the 
leaders  of  this  Nation.  Your  industry  from 
shoes  to  electronics  enriches  America.  In 
fact,  I  have  more  men  from  Massachusetts 
in  the  White  House  than  from  all  the  other 
States  put  together,  and  I  will  be  just  as 
proud  to  say  that  in  Texas  as  I  am  proud 
to  say  it  in  Boston.  Larry  O'Brien,  Kenny 
O'Donnell,  Dick  Goodwin,  and  other  loyal 
allies  of  John  Fitzgerald  Kennedy  have 
helped  to  make  this  administration  what  it 
is  tonight. 

But  this  modern  city  of  today  is  also  a 
memorable  city  of  the  past.  Your  streets  are 
rich  in  American  memories.  Here  have 
come  the  scholars  and  the  soldiers  and  the 
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statesmen  and  the  diplomats  to  guide  the 
destiny  of  the  great  Republic. 

But  no  memory  is  more  fresh  and  none  is 
so  bright,  and  none  so  mingles  pain  and 
gratitude  as  the  memory  of  John  Fitzgerald 
Kennedy  of  Massachusetts.  He  led  an  en- 
tire Nation  and  he  found  his  way  to  the 
secret  hopes  of  man.  But  he  was  Irish,  he 
was  Massachusetts  born,  and  he  was  Boston 
bred. 

He  belongs  to  the  world.  But  a  part 
of  him  belongs  especially  to  you,  and  you  are 
richer  for  it.  When  he  died  the  sound  of 
mourning  was  heard  in  every  street  of  the 
earth.  But  tears  came  more  plentifully  to 
Boston  eyes,  and  grief  more  painfully  to 
Boston  hearts. 

His  qualities  were  many,  but  two  espe- 
cially explain  his  hold  on  men.  He  made 
them  believe  that  they  were  better  than  they 
had  thought  they  were;  that  perhaps,  on 
earth,  God's  work  could  truly  be  their  own. 

And  he  could  absorb  in  his  imagination 
the  dreams  and  the  longings,  the  fears  and 
the  ambitions  of  others,  whether  they  lived 
in  mud  huts  in  Africa  or  whether  they  lived 
in  the  palaces  of  kings.  Somehow  they 
understood  that  this  was  so. 

But  when  he  said  "the  torch  has  been 
passed,"  he  was  not  speaking  of  himself, 
or  of  any  individual,  or  of  any  group.  It 
was  the  light  of  an  idea  about  this  country. 
It  illuminated  what  we  were  and  what  we 
could  be. 

That  idea  was  not  struck  down  by  a 
murderer's  bullet.  That  idea  is  not  ready 
to  be  carved  on  marble  monuments.  That 
idea  will  not  be  put  away  on  the  dusty 
shelves  of  memorial  libraries.  That  idea  is 
living  tonight.  It  is  breathing,  it  is  grow- 
ing every  hour.  And  we  will  carry  it  for- 
ward until  it  swells  to  burst  the  bonds  which 
limit  men  to  less  than  they  can  be. 

Before  his  inauguration,  he  spoke  to  the 


Massachusetts  Legislature.  He  said  the 
future  would  ask  four  questions  of  his  ad- 
ministration and  our  Nation.  These  same 
questions  will  also  be  our  standard. 

First,  he  said,  were  we  truly  men  of 
courage?  Today  we  know  the  answer  is 
yes.  We  saw  an  example  of  that  courage  in 
Cuba  when  determination  brought  a  Com- 
munist withdrawal,  a  memorable  victory  for 
the  cause  of  freedom,  and  a  turning  point 
in  the  cold  war. 

We  will  continue  on  the  path  of  courage 
and  bravery  in  time  of  crisis,  firmness  in  the 
face  of  threats,  and  the  undramatic  but  the 
ultimate  courage  to  pursue  our  goals  despite 
frustration  and  setback,  and  regardless  of 
the  length  of  the  journey. 

Second,  he  said,  were  we  truly  men  of 
judgment?  The  answer  to  this  question  is 
also  yes.  We  saw  that  judgment  after  Cuba. 
We  did  not  press  our  victory  or  try  to  hu- 
miliate the  Soviet  Union.  Instead,  he  seized 
the  chance  to  move  toward  meaningful  and 
lasting  setdements  which  might  lessen  the 
danger  of  war.  One  of  the  results  was  the 
test  ban  treaty. 

We  will  continue  to  apply  judgment,  not 
impulse;  to  apply  restraint,  not  recklessness; 
apply  wisdom,  not  uncontrolled  emotion. 
Yes,  we  will  apply  these  to  the  great  problems 
of  the  world.  We  will  ask  respect  for  our 
interests.  We  will  offer  understanding  for 
the  honest  fears  of  others.  In  this  way,  we 
can  carry  on  the  work  of  building  a  lasting 
peace. 

Third,  he  asked,  were  we  truly  men  of 
principle?  The  answer,  again,  is  yes.  No- 
where did  this  integrity  shine  more  brightly 
than  in  his  fight  to  secure  equal  rights  to  all 
Americans.  Neither  the  political  cost,  and 
it  was  high,  nor  the  pain  of  controversy, 
and  it  was  great,  caused  a  single  deviation 
from  the  pursuit  of  full  equality  for  men, 
special  privilege  for  none. 
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Democratic  politics  requires  accommoda- 
tion and  adjustment  to  the  views  of  others. 
But  where  great  principles  are  at  stake,  com- 
promise must  not  obscure  the  demands  of 
justice.  The  fulfillment  of  the  promise  of 
our  Constitution,  and  an  end  to  American 
poverty,  are  among  such  principles. 

Just  as  Abraham  Lincoln  abolished  slavery 
100  years  ago,  it  is  the  dedicated  purpose 
and  objective  of  the  Democratic  Party  in  our 
time  to  abolish  poverty  in  the  United  States 
of  America.  And  when  John  Fitzgerald 
Kennedy  was  taken  from  us,  he  had  this 
program  on  the  drawing  board.  And 
thanks  to  the  leadership  of  the  Massachu- 
setts delegation  and  that  towering  giant,  the 
Speaker,  that  program  was  passed  in  less 
than  12  months  from  the  time  John  Ken- 
nedy planned  it. 

Fourth,  he  asked,  were  we  truly  men  of 
dedication?  The  answer,  again,  is  yes.  In 
every  area,  dedication  to  the  public  good 
came  first.  That  dedication  remains  our 
own: 

— that  the  life  of  each  citizen  shall  im- 
prove as  the  Nation  improves  and  grows 

— that  the  hungry  shall  be  fed,  that  the 
old  shall  be  protected,  that  the  ignorant  shall 
find  learning 

— that  business  and  labor  and  farmer  and 
consumer  will  move  forward  to  the  benefit 
of  each  and  at  the  expense  of  none 

— ^that  America  will  be  strong  enough  to 
resist  any  enemy  and  generous  enough  to 
help  any  friend 

— that  neither  personal  pride  nor  political 
gains  will  stand  in  the  way  of  the  pursuit  of 
peace. 

John  Kennedy  said  the  high  court  of  his- 
tory would  measure  our  success  by  these 
answers.  For  him,  judgment  is  now  in. 
He  has  been  placed  among  those  who,  in 
the  words  of  the  Bible,  "were  honored  in 


their  generations  and  were  the  glory  of  their 
times." 

But  for  the  rest  of  us — for  you  and  for 
me — ^judgment  still  waits. 

In  that  speech  President  Kennedy  told  us 
that  John  Winthrop,  setting  out  for  America, 
said  to  his  shipmates,  "We  must  always 
consider  that  we  shall  be  as  a  city  upon  a 
hill — the  eyes  of  all  people  are  upon  us." 

Well,  America  tonight  is  a  city  upon  a 
hill,  and  those  who  watch  us  look  not  to  our 
tall  buildings  or  our  prosperous  streets,  or  to 
our  mighty  arms.  They  look  uncertainly, 
and  hopefully,  to  see  burning  in  the  midst 
of  the  city  a  light  of  freedom,  a  flame  of  the 
spirit,  the  brightness  of  the  nobility  which 
is  in  man,  and  the  arms  of  the  Statue  of 
Liberty  awaiting  them. 

This  is  at  once  our  bequest,  our  burden, 
and  our  brightest  expectation. 

Eleven  months  and  three  days  ago,  without 
notice,  on  that  tragic  day  November  22d, 
amid  the  roar  of  the  jet  airplanes  in  the 
background,  without  opportunity  to  counsel 
and  without  being  able  to  go  to  the  libraries, 
I  attempted  to  pick  up  where  my  beloved 
benefactor  and  friend  had  left  off.  And 
that  evening  I  said  to  the  people  of  this  great 
land  that  with  God's  help  and  your  prayers, 
I  will  do  my  best.  I  came  back  to  the 
White  House  and  got  behind  that  lonely, 
black,  iron  fence,  and  the  Secret  Service 
turned  the  gate  lock  on  me,  and  there  I  have 
been  most  of  the  time  for  11  months  and  3 
days. 

I  looked  over  the  inventory  of  his  plans 
that  he  had  left,  and  they  constituted  one  of 
the  greatest  and  most  advanced  social  pro- 
grams in  the  history  of  man.  Fifty-one 
measures,  spelled  out  in  detail,  that  had 
meant  the  burning  of  a  lot  of  midnight  oil, 
had  gone  to  the  Congress. 

A  few  days  ago  I  sat  in  that  same  ofEce 
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after  the  hour  of  midnight  looking  over 
many  measures  that  had  to  be  signed  to  be- 
come law.  The  Congress  had  come  and 
the  Congress  had  gone,  and  of  those  51 
major  measures  on  the  program  of  John 
Fitzgerald  Kennedy,  every  single  one  of 
them  had  passed  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States,  and  all  but  three  or  four  had  passed 
the  House  and  were  in  conference.  And 
they  are  going  to  be  passed,  God  willing, 
come  next  year. 

I  have  carried  on  as  best  I  could.  I  have 
done  what  I  told  you  I  would.  I  have  done 
the  best  I  can.  I  came  back  here  tonight  to 
Boston  because  this  is  where  I  started  4  years 
ago,  and  the  hand  of  fellowship  and  the  hand 
of  friendship  and  the  hand  of  comradeship 
of  my  fallen  leader — ^his  friends  came  out  and 
welcomed  me  to  their  homes  and  to  their 
flats.  I  came  back  tonight  not  because  I 
have  the  slightest  doubt  about  Boston  or 
Massachusetts,  because  I  don't,  but  I  came 
back  because  I  never  wanted  them  to  have 
the  slightest  doubt  about  me. 

I  am  sorry  I  was  so  late  the  other  evening, 
but  I  seem  to  always  run  an  hour  late  and  a 
dollar  short.  But  one  of  the  most  remark- 
able men  that  has  ever  been  born  in  this 
country  in  my  judgment  is  out  in  your  hos- 
pital, God  spared  his  life — ^Teddy  Kennedy. 
He  knew  what  was  best.  In  due  time — I  am 
not  a  prophet  but  in  due  time  he  will  lead  a 
lot  more  people  than  those  of  Massachusetts. 

He  sits  in  the  Senate  as  a  symbol  of  all  that 
is  good  and  all  that  represents  duty,  and  all 
that  represents  understanding  and  patience. 
He  had  to  be  patient  the  other  night  because 
I  didn't  get  here  until  after  midnight,  but  I 
hope  that  you  will  just  do  an  especially  good 
job  for  him  come  November  3d  because  he 
is  not  here  tonight  to  do  it  for  himself. 

I  thought  maybe  by  coming  up  here  I 
might  just  stimulate  two  or  three  or  four  or 


just  a  few  dozen  extra  ones  to  go  there  and 
give  Teddy  and  your  new  Governor  that 
extra  majority  that  they  want  that  will  make 
the  Nation  stand  up  and  salute  and  take 
pride  in  Boston. 

Now  I  am  due  in  Pittsburgh — a  few  min- 
utes ago — and  then  I  am  going  to  Evansville, 
Ind.,  to  join  my  wife,  who  is  working  the 
other  side  of  the  street,  the  other  section  of 
the  country.  And  then  we  will  go  to  bed 
sometime  in  the  evening  in  Albuquerque, 
N.  Mex. 

But  we  do  want  to  carry  on  the  spirit,  the 
ideals  and  the  program  that  was  begun  by 
that  son  of  Boston,  John  Fitzgerald  Kennedy. 
He  went  from  one  State  in  this  Union  to 
almost  every  State  in  the  Union,  and  to  many 
I  went  with  him,  and  he  said,  "Give  me  your 
help,  give  me  your  heart,  give  me  your  hand 
and  we  will  get  America  moving  again." 
And  America  tonight  is  moving  again. 

I  saw  him  come  back  from  Vienna  after 
his  meeting  with  Khrushchev.  He  called 
the  leadership  in.  In  somber  tones  he  told 
us  the  danger  that  our  Nation  faced.  And 
then  he  began  to  build  the  mightiest  military 
machine  that  man  has  ever  known.  We 
have  more  might  tonight  than  any  nation 
in  the  world,  and  more  might  than  all  of 
them  put  together  because  of  John  Fitzgerald 
Kennedy.  He  added  $40  billion  in  4  years 
to  the  military  expenditures  and  to  space 
expenditures,  because  he  had  a  vision.  His 
eyes  were  in  the  stars  and  his  feet  were  on 
the  ground,  and  he  knew  we  could  never  be 
first  on  the  earth  and  second  in  space. 

And  then  came  the  Cuban  missile  crisis 
that  men  sometimes  talk  about  now  when  he 
is  not  here  to  defend  himself.  I  can't  tell 
you,  I  just  can't  tell  you,  how  sad  it  makes 
me  feel  to  think  that  any  worthy  public 
servant  would  reflect  on  his  conduct  or  his 
motives  in  that  period.    I  don't  want  to 
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even  discuss  it  because  I  just  think  they  must 
not  know  what  they  do.  But  I  sat  at  that 
table  in  37  meetings  of  the  38  that  were  held 
of  the  executive  committee,  and  at  the  end 
he  sent  us  a  little  silver  calendar  with  each 
date  of  that  month  circled  from  the  day 
we  learned  they  were  there  until  the  day  we 
learned  they  were  gone. 

I  saw  the  generals  with  all  their  stars,  and 
the  admirals  with  all  their  braid,  and  the 
Secretary  of  State  with  a  long  record  of 
great  diplomatic  performance  behind  him, 
distinguished  service;  and  the  Secretary  of 
Defense,  the  former  manager  of  the  Ford 
Motor  Co.,  at  a  salary  of  more  than  half  a 
million  a  year  that  he  gave  up  to  serve  his 
country.  But  the  coolest  man  in  that  room 
always  was  the  man  that  sat  at  the  head  of 
the  table,  John  Fitzgerald  Kennedy. 

I  never  left  my  wife  and  daughters  in  the 
morning  knowing  whether  I  would  see  them 
that  night,  because  those  missiles  were  about 
to  become  operational.  But  I  saw  those  two 
men,  the  spokesman  for  the  Soviet  Union 
and  the  spokesman  for  the  free  world,  and 


there  they  stood  while  we  went  through  38 
meetings,  eyeball  to  eyeball,  with  their  knife 
right  on  each  other's  ribs  and  never  quiver- 
ing or  never  moving  until  Mr.  Khrushchev 
picked  up  his  missiles  and  put  them  on  his 
ships  and  took  them  back  home. 

We  have  much  to  remember,  much  to  be 
thankful  for,  and  all  of  our  lives  will  be 
better  because  he  passed  our  way. 

Thank  you. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  5:50  p.m.  in  Post 
Office  Square,  Boston,  Mass.  In  his  opening  remarks 
he  referred  to  John  Forbes  Thompson,  Speaker  of 
the  Massachusetts  House  of  Representatives,  the 
Right  Reverend  Monsignor  Christopher  P.  Griffin, 
chaplain  of  the  Massachusetts  Senate,  Representa- 
tive John  W.  McCormack,  Speaker  of  the  U.S. 
House  of  Representatives,  Francis  X.  Bellotti,  Demo- 
cratic candidate  for  Governor,  and  Senator  and 
Mrs.  Edv^^ard  M.  Kennedy,  Mayor  John  F.  Collins 
of  Boston,  Governor  Endicott  Peabody  and  Repre- 
sentatives Thomas  P.  O'Neill,  Jr.,  Philip  J.  Philbin, 
Torbert  H.  Macdonald,  James  A.  Burke,  Edv^ard  P. 
Boland,  and  Harold  D.  Donohue,  all  of  Massachu- 
setts, David  F.  Pov^^ers,  Special  Assistant  in  the 
White  House  Office,  Lav^^rence  F.  O'Brien  and  P. 
Kenneth  O'Donnell,  Special  Assistants  to  the  Presi- 
dent, and  Richard  N.  Goodwin,  Assistant  Special 
Counsel  to  the  President. 
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Ladies  and  gentlemen,  boys  and  girls: 

This  is  a  great  Democratic  Tuesday  in 
Pittsburgh,  and  a  week  from  tonight  it  is 
going  to  be  a  great  Democratic  Tuesday. 

When  I  was  a  little  boy,  living  in  a  small 
house,  in  a  small  town,  in  the  backwoods 
of  my  State,  I  remember  hearing  a  political 
leader  say  at  the  Fourth  of  July  picnic  that 
he  loved  freedom  so  much  that  he  just 
wished  all  the  people  had  a  little  bit  of  it. 
And  as  I  came  into  this  magnificent  building 
tonight,  and  I  saw  the  new  Pittsburgh,  and 
I  saw  all  of  these  happy,  smiling  faces,  I 
just  wished  that  everybody  in  our  country 


could  be  here,  because  I  think  it  would  be 
contagious. 

What  a  wonderful  land  it  would  be  if  all 
of  our  people  were  as  happy  tonight  as  you 
are.  I  even  wish  that  some  members — some 
temporary  members — of  another  party 
could  be  here  tonight  so  a  little  bit  of  this 
happiness  would  rub  off  on  them. 

It  would  be  such  a  nice  thing  if  these 
prophets  of  doom  and  gloom,  and  these 
apostles  of  fear  and  doubt,  and  these  voices 
of  smear  and  hate,  and  these  suspicious  per- 
sons who  deal  in  petty  things  could  just 
come  here  and  see  the  heart  of  America, 
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see  them  with  faith  and  with  hope,  and  with 
vision  and  with  happiness,  and  with  belief 
in  the  future  of  our  land. 

You  people  of  Pittsburgh  have  a  "can  do" 
mayor,  a  man  who  looks  ahead,  who  doesn't 
spend  his  time  talking  about  the  past,  who 
has  kept  this  city  growing,  who  has  kept  it 
prospering.  He  is  a  great  mayor  and  he  is 
my  friend  and  your  friend — ]oe  Barr. 

Before  I  get  into  my  main  speech,  and  it  is 
not  going  to  take  over  an  hour  or  so,  I  want 
to  ask  you  to  do  a  few  things  for  me  if  you 
can  and  if  you  can  find  the  time,  and  I  will 
get  along  with  them  just  as  soon  as  I  can, 
because  I  have  to  meet  Lady  Bird  in  Evans- 
ville,  Ind.,  for  another  speech.  And  then 
she  and  I  are  going  to  have  a  little  anni- 
versary, kind  of  a  little  30-year  honeymoon 
over  in  Albuquerque  tonight. 

You  know,  that  poor  girl  has  been  travel- 
ing since  daylight  this  morning  and  she  has 
been  through  Texas,  Arkansas,  Oklahoma, 
and  she  is  winding  up  in  Evansville  tonight, 
and  I'll  bet  I  have  seen  more  people  in  this 
hall  than  she  has  seen  all  day.  But  I 
wouldn't  be  a  bit  surprised  that  she  con- 
vinced a  lot  more  of  them  than  I  have. 

Here  is  what  I  want  you  to  do  for  me. 
Here  in  the  14th  Congressional  District,  you 
will  be  sending  back  to  Congress  to  help  me 
and  to  help  the  Nation,  and  to  help  Pennsyl- 
vania, a  straight-thinking,  a  straight-talking 
friend  of  yours  and  of  mine  for  many  years. 
I  want  you  to  get  out  there  tomorrow  and 
start  to  work  for  him.  Be  sure  that  you 
give  him  a  majority  that  he  can  brag  about. 
That  is  Bill  Moorhead. 

From  the  20th  District  you  have  a  fellow 
who  has  fought  awfully  hard  for  me,  and  he 
has  fought  long  and  he  has  fought  effectively. 
He  is  down  at  the  White  House  getting  a 
pen  for  some  law  that  he  has  passed  nearly 
every  few  weeks.  He  is  the  Congressman 
from  the  20th  District.    He  has  been  very 


helpful,  and  I  hope  you  will  give  Elmer  J. 
Holland  a  good  majority. 

Then  there  is  Westmoreland  County,  that 
"Get  it  done,  and  get  it  done  now"  Con- 
gressman, John  Dent. 

I  don't  know  of  a  single  man  in  America, 
and  I  don't  make  any  exceptions,  who  is 
more  valuable  to  this  Republic,  or  who  has 
done  more  for  it  in  his  own  quiet  way, 
always  amenable,  always  reasonable,  always 
enlightened.  But  he  has  done  more  to  im- 
prove our  relations  with  other  nations  and  to 
bring  peace  in  the  world,  and  to  keep  your 
boys  out  of  another  war,  than  most  any 
other  man  in  either  House. 

He  is  a  quiet,  unassuming  man.  He 
never  goes  around  slapping  backs,  talking 
big,  smoking  cigars,  and  telling  you  how  he 
did  it,  but  he  is  the  kind  of  man  that  every 
district  needs  in  Congress,  and  that  every 
mother  wants  there  to  represent  her  in  deal- 
ing with  other  nations.  His  name  is  Doc 
Morgan,  and  he  is  Chairman  of  the  Foreign 
Affairs  Committee. 

He  takes  bills  and  he  holds  them  in  his 
committee  and  he  has  hearings  for  weeks  on 
them.  He  has  the  best  witnesses  and  the 
experts  from  all  over  the  Nation.  Then  he 
reports  them  out  with  almost  a  solid  vote 
from  his  party.  He  brings  them  to  the 
House  of  Representatives.  He  passes  them 
as  they  should  have  been  passed,  and  he 
never  even  tells  you  about  it.  You  have  to 
call  him  up  and  it  takes  you  a  day  or  two 
sometimes  for  him  to  even  answer  the  phone, 
and  he  says,  "Thank  you  very  much." 

I  want  you  to  know.  Doc,  that  we  want 
you  to  have  a  great  majority  when  you  come 
back  there. 

Pennsylvania  needs  John  Young  and 
Frank  Reed  in  the  Congress.  In  fact,  from 
the  courthouse  to  the  White  House,  we  are 
going  to  need  some  more  Democrats  to  help 
us  keep  this  country  moving.    And  you 
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want  to  keep  moving,  don't  you? 

Next  Tuesday  will  show  that  in  this 
Keystone  State  of  democracy,  you  agree  with 
me  that  the  Government  of  this  country 
needs  more  women  in  general  and  it  needs 
in  particular  your  lovely  and  remarkable 
Genevieve  Blatt. 

I  heard  that  someone  intimated  the  other 
day  that  I  had  been  strong  for  bringing 
women  in  Government,  but  they  wanted  to 
kind  of  imply  that  the  President  might  per- 
haps not  be  too  unhappy  if  another  man  was 
elected  to  the  Senate,  and  came  back  there 
and  Genevieve  was  defeated.  Well,  now, 
that  is  just  one  man's  viewpoint.  If  he  is 
quoted  correctly,  it  is  only  his  viewpoint. 

Someone  said  to  me  the  other  day  that 
Genevieve  was  one  of  the  most  competent 
women  in  this  country.  I  am  somewhat 
reluctant  to  tell  you  I  disagreed.  I  think 
Genevieve  is  one  of  the  most  competent 
people  in  this  country,  man  or  woman,  and 
if  you  want  Pennsylvania  to  rebuild,  if  you 
want  Pennsylvania  to  move  again,  if  you 
want  the  voices  of  Pennsylvania  to  dominate 
the  greatest  deliberative  body  in  the  world, 
with  their  eloquence,  with  their  respect,  and 
with  their  influence,  you  give  us  two  Demo- 
cratic Senators  from  that  State  to  work  to- 
gether like  a  team  and  we  will  give 
Pennsylvania  some  real  results. 

I  don't  think  your  State  can  do  any  greater 
service  than  to  send  this  able  and  dedicated 
woman  to  the  Senate.  Pennsylvania  needs 
her  there.  The  Nation  needs  her  there,  and 
the  President  wants  and  needs  her  there,  and 
hopes  you  will  help  him. 

She  could  serve  alongside  of  that  fighting 
patriot  who  never  turns  away  from  what  he 
believes  to  be  right  and  just  for  all  the 
people.  He  doesn't  even  turn  away  from 
giving  me  a  lick  now  and  then  when  he 
thinks  I  am  wrong.  But  he  is  an  inde- 
pendent, able,  and  courageous  fighter  for  the 


people  all  the  time,  and  for  the  right  as  he 
sees  it  all  the  time.  Senator  Joe  Clark. 

Now,  those  are  a  lot  of  recommendations 
to  make,  but  when  you  have  taken  good 
Democratic  care  of  your  interests,  and  you 
have  taken  care  of  these  people  in  the 
House,  and  you  have  taken  care  of  these 
people  in  the  Senate,  I  have  another  litde 
cowcatcher  suggestion  that  I  want  to  make 
to  you,  and  that  is,  I  hope  you  will  take  care 
of  Hubert  Humphrey  and  Lyndon  Johnson. 
These  are  all  Democratic  requests,  but  we  are 
all  Americans  first  and  we  are  members  of  a 
political  party  second.  This  is  especially 
important  this  year. 

I  know  your  Governor  well.  I  have  al- 
ways had  respect  for  his  judgment,  and  I 
thought  that  he  really  made  some  good  bi- 
partisan points  last  July  out  at  San  Fran- 
cisco. Bill  Scranton  seemed  to  me  to  be 
saying  what  deep  in  his  heart  he  knew  was 
right.  So  let's  make  next  Tuesday  not  just 
a  great  day  for  Democrats,  but  let's  make  it 
a  great  day  for  Americans,  because  the  last 
poll  that  we  concluded  in  Pennsylvania  last 
week  showed  that  nearly  40  percent  of  the 
Republicans  of  this  State  are  going  to  vote 
Democratic. 

If  a  neighbor  comes  into  your  house,  even 
if  he  is  not  your  kinfolk,  you  bring  out  the 
welcome  mat  and  you  are  cordial  and  you 
make  him  feel  at  home.  If  40  percent  of 
the  Republicans  are  willing  to  come  in  and 
help  us  with  good  government,  let's  welcome 
them  in  under  the  tent. 

There  is  another  thing  I  want  to  thank  you 
good  folks  for,  and  that  is  a  man  that  you 
knew  as  mayor  and  that  you  knew  as  Gov- 
ernor. He  is  a  man  that  I  have  known  as  a 
long  personal  friend  since  I  was  a  young 
boy.  He  is  a  counselor  and  servant  of  Pres- 
idents, of  the  people,  and  of  the  Democratic 
Party,  a  man  the  Democrats  know  as  one  of 
the  alltime  great  political  leaders  that  either 
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party  has  produced  in  this  Nation. 

I  had  an  old  friend  of  mine  come  up  and 
he  was  talking  about  the  young  people  that 
were  taking  the  leadership.  There  was  a 
young  Governor,  I  believe  from  Oregon, 
who  had  some  part  on  the  program  out  in 
San  Francisco.  He  said,  "Who  selected 
Dave  Lawrence  to  be  chairman  of  this  ex- 
tremely important  committee?" 

I  said,  with  a  great  deal  of  pride,  *'I  did." 

He  said,  "I  thought  the  Governor  had  re- 
tired and  had  gotten  out  of  politics.  With 
all  of  these  young  people  that  are  full  of 
ambition  and  vinegar  and  everything,  and 
just  like  to  keep  moving  ahead,  why  did 
you  pick  Dave  Lawrence?" 

I  said,  "Well,  let's  talk  about  that  a  litde 
later." 

We  went  ahead  and  we  kept  on  the  tele- 
vision. In  a  few  minutes,  Dave  Lawrence 
came  in  with  a  steady  nerve  and  with  a  solid 
step  and  with  good  countenance  and  with  a 
strong  voice,  and  he  read  a  report.  He  said, 
"Mr.  Chairman,  I  move  the  adoption  of  that 
report." 

The  chairman  hit  his  gavel  and  said, 
"Without  objection,  the  report  is  adopted 
unanimously." 

I  turned  around  to  my  friend  and  said, 
"That  is  why  I  selected  Dave  Lawrence." 

I  am  happy  tonight.  I  feel  very  cheered 
to  see  my  old  and  my  loyal  friend  Dave  Mc- 
Donald here.  Dave  is  always  there  when 
you  need  him,  and  his  heart  is  always  on 
the  side  of  the  people.  And  I  believe  he  has 
more  Steelworkers  here  tonight  than  he 
had  at  the  convention  in  Atlantic  City. 

I  just  couldn't  be  more  pleased  at  the 
unity  that  you  people  have  shown  to  your 
President.  There  are  so  many  more  areas 
of  agreement,  there  are  so  many  more  things 
that  unify  us  than  divide  us.  Any  one  of 
you  can  find  something  to  disagree  and 
fight  about.    Every  man  and  his  wife  have 


differences.  None  of  us  see  everything 
alike;  if  we  did  see  everything  alike  we 
would  all  want  the  same  wife.  But  when 
your  President  comes  here,  I  like  to  see  peo- 
ple stand  united. 

I  just  couldn't  be  happier  tonight,  and  I 
have  to  say  so  publicly,  than  to  see  and  visit 
with  my  longtime  friend,  a  counselor  of 
mine,  one  who  has  acted  as  my  legal  coun- 
selor in  the  Senate  and  times  when  I  called 
him  from  Pennsylvania  to  come  down  and 
help  me  on  certain  legislation.  That  is 
Justice  Mike  Musmanno.  His  kind  of  loy- 
alty and  his  kind  of  steadfastness  is  what  I 
think  is  going  to  make  the  Democratic  Party 
an  enduring  and  effective  instrument  for 
progress  and  prosperity. 

If  Bill  Scranton,  after  all  the  letters  he 
wrote,  and  all  the  statements  that  he  made, 
and  all  the  things  that  he  thought,  can  go 
out  here  in  Pennsylvania  and  introduce 
Goldwater,  I  am  happy  that  Mike  Mus- 
manno can  come  up  here  and  sit  on  a  plat- 
form with  Genevieve  Blatt  and  Lyndon 
Johnson. 

Mrs.  Emma  Gufley  Miller,  I  want  to  thank 
you  from  the  bottom  of  my  heart  for  your 
being  here  tonight.  You  have  been  one  of 
my  favorite  girls  for  a  good  many  years.  I 
am  not  going  to  say  how  many.  But  I  ap- 
preciate your  coming  over  here  and  I  am 
proud  to  be  with  you  and  my  other  fellow 
Democrats. 

There  are  two  great  plans  for  progress  in 
America  today,  and  Pittsburgh  is  a  blueprint 
for  both  of  them.  Lincoln  abolished  slavery 
100  years  ago,  and  we  are  going  to  abolish 
poverty  under  Democratic  Party  leadership 
in  this  country.  There  is  no  real  reason  for 
Americans  to  be  prisoners  of  the  nagging 
fear  of  unemployment  or  of  destitution  or  of 
despair. 

We  have  a  gross  national  product  of  over 
$600  billion,  and  we  don't  make  money  just 
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to  make  money.  We  make  money  for  the 
betterment  of  man  and  for  the  fuller  and 
richer  life  for  human  beings,  And  we  are 
going  to  do  that  when  we  build  the  Great 
Society.  This  is  what  you  in  this  city  have 
meant  by  the  Pittsburgh  renaissance. 

Not  many  years  ago  Pittsburgh  was  a 
worn-out,  old  city,  known  more  for  its  waste 
than  for  its  wealth,  known  more  for  its  slums 
than  its  skyscrapers,  known  more  for  its  pol- 
luted rivers  than  its  precious  resources.  Its 
skies  were  blackened  with  smoke.  When 
you  saw  the  blue,  it  just  meant  the  mills  were 
down  and  the  people  were  hungry.  Then 
you  got  to  work.  You  started  doing  some- 
thing about  it. 

Today  Pittsburgh  is  a  city  of  clear  skies, 
it  is  a  city  of  clean  buildings,  it  is  a  city  of 
uncluttered  streets.  It  has  lovely  parks  and 
beautiful  homes.  I  always  like  to  come  and 
stay  at  this  hotel  and  get  up  and  look  out  my 
window  and  see  what  used  to  be  and  what  is. 
And  your  world  famous,  and  now  world 
conquering,  Pittsburgh  Symphony  Orches- 
tra— those  are  things  you  people  ought  to 
take  a  lot  of  pride  in. 

To  these  people  who  talk  about  raw,  naked 
power,  and  these  people  that  talk  about  Gov- 
ernment centralization,  these  people  that 
talk  in  these  glittering  generalities,  covering 
everything  and  touching  nothing,  to  those 
who  want  to  repeal  the  progress  of  our  times, 
I  say,  then,  let  them  come  here  and  take  a 
look  at  Pittsburgh. 

Four  years  ago  a  beloved  American,  John 
Fitzgerald  Kennedy,  came  here  and  he 
looked  at  you  as  I  am  looking  at  you  tonight, 
and  he  talked  about  a  "new  partnership." 
He  believed  and  I  believed — and  you  have 
shown — that  progress  has  to  be  a  partnership 
affair.  To  those  who  want  to  repeal  the 
whole  idea  of  people  working  together 
through  Government  where  necessary,  I  say 


to  them,  then,  come  here  and  look  at 
Pittsburgh! 

I  believe  deeply  that  Government  must  not 
be  bigger  by  a  single  bureau  or  a  single 
employee  or  a  single  dollar  than  it  has  to  be. 
And  I  would  have  you  know  that  I  reduced 
the  deficit  from  nearly  $9  billion  to  I5 
billion  this  year.  I  would  have  you  know 
that  during  July  and  August  we  spent  $676 
million  less  than  we  spent  last  July  and 
August.  I  would  have  you  know  that  we 
had  25,000  less  Federal  employees  on  the 
Federal  payroll  this  July  1964,  than  we  had 
July  1963. 

But  honest  government  is  government  that 
doesn't  waste  a  cent  of  money,  or  a  minute  of 
time,  and  the  people's  business  has  to  be 
carried  on,  and  a  lot  of  what  we  want  to  do 
has  to  be  done  together — the  city,  the  county, 
the  State,  the  Federal  Government — and  this 
is  a  key  issue  in  this  election. 

The  opposition  candidate  has  voted  to  cut 
out  or  cut  down  every  program  of  common 
responsibility  for  anything,  from  national 
defense  to  education,  social  security.  When 
he  says  make  social  security  voluntary,  our 
answer  is  that  old  age  and  the  sickness  that 
comes  with  it  is  not  voluntary,  and  we  be- 
lieve in  more  insurance  in  old  age  and  not 
less.  While  he  is  talking  about  Bobby 
Baker,  Walter  Jenkins,  and  Billie  Sol  Estes, 
we  want  to  talk  about  urban  renewal,  we  are 
going  to  talk  about  low-income  housing,  we 
are  going  to  talk  about  area  redevelopment, 
we  are  going  to  talk  about  his  vote  against 
aid  to  education. 

All  of  these  things  he  opposed.  AH  of 
these  things  he  voted  no,  no,  no  on.  We 
have  unfortunate  things  happen  to  us  and  we 
have  disappointments;  and  3  million  men 
working  for  the  Government,  they  make 
mistakes.  The  only  thing  we  can  do  with 
them,  when  we  find  out  about  the  mistakes. 
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is  to  take  their  job  away  from  them,  ask  for 
their  resignation,  and  turn  it  over  to  a  non- 
partisan agency  to  investigate  to  see  if  they 
have  violated  any  lav^s.  That  is  v^^hat  we 
have  done.  Some  in  the  other  party  get 
promoted. 

There  are  a  lot  of  things  that  have  helped 
rebuild  Pittsburgh,  and  on  all  of  these  things 
that  have,  he  voted  against  them. 

I  think  these  things  that  I  just  listed  will 
help  build  the  Great  Society  and  I  think  you 
are  for  them. 

Our  opponent  voted  against  the  Man- 
power Development  and  Retraining  Act  that 
Congressman  Holland  and  Joe  Clark  had 
so  much  to  do  with.  They  got  it  passed. 
He  opposed  it.  If  he  had  had  his  way,  it 
would  be  dead.  This  act  has  already  helped 
5,400  Pennsylvania  workers  win  their  fight 
against  machines,  and  get  retrained,  and  we 
are  for  that  and  he  is  against  it. 

And  when  we  say  as  a  Nation  "In  God  We 
Trust,"  this  doesn't  mean  everybody  for 
himself  and  the  devil  takes  the  hindmost. 
Government  is  not  the  end  of  people.  Gov- 
ernment, prudent  government,  responsible 
government,  is  the  people,  and  that  is  what 
this  election  is  all  about,  the  responsibility  of 
people,  acting  together,  to  keep  prosperity 
here  at  home,  to  keep  peace  here  at  home, 
to  keep  peace  between  business  and  labor  and 
Government,  and  to  keep  peace  in  the  world. 

The  opposition  candidate  voted  against 
this  year's  tax  cut.  We  Democrats  believe 
in  making  the  economy  stronger.  He  voted 
against  the  nuclear  bomb  test  agreement. 
We  believe  in  making  the  world  safer,  and 
our  milk  cleaner.  Our  opposition  protests 
that  the  issues  are  not  being  drawn  in  this 
campaign.  Well,  me  thinketh  he  protesteth 
too  much. 

What  are  the  issues  in  this  election? 
Well,  I  will  tell  you  what  they  are.    The 


issues  in  this  election  are  our  votes,  the 
Democratic  votes,  for  and  his  votes  against 
the  Civil  Rights  Act,  his  votes  against  the 
Trade  Expansion  Act,  his  votes  against  the 
Mass  Transit  Act,  his  votes  against  the 
Wilderness  Act,  his  votes  even  against  the 
war  on  poverty.  These  are  all  issues  in  this 
campaign,  and  we  are  wrapping  them  right 
around  his  neck. 

These  are  not  issues  that  necessarily  di- 
vide Democrats  and  Republicans,  because 
the  opposition  candidate  in  this  campaign 
voted  25  times  in  the  past  4  years  against 
major  proposals  which  were  in  the  i960  Re- 
publican platform  and  were  supported  by  a 
majority  of  Republican  Senators.  That  is 
almost  unbelievable,  isn't  it,  that  the  Repub- 
lican nominee  voted  25  times  on  25  separate 
roll  calls  against  provisions  in  the  Repub- 
lican platform  that  were  supported  by  a  ma- 
jority of  Republican  Senators! 

I  looked  up  the  record  the  other  day  when 
he  was  talking  about  sending  General  Ei- 
senhower to  Viet-Nam.  I  don't  think  he 
took  the  time  to  talk  to  General  Eisenhower 
about  it.  But  it  did  make  a  headline 
momentarily. 

I  just  wondered.  He  said  he  was  going 
to  follow  everything  on  foreign  policy.  I 
remembered  he  said  that  the  Eisenhower  ad- 
ministration was  just  another  dime-store 
New  Deal.  So  I  went  back  and  looked  at 
the  record.  I  found  out  that  in  the  year 
i960,  the  last  year  President  Eisenhower 
was  there,  I  voted  for  President  Eisenhower's 
foreign  policy  95  percent  of  the  time,  and 
the  Republican  nominee  voted  for  it  25  per- 
cent of  the  time. 

When  President  Eisenhower  became  Pres- 
ident, he  really  wrecked  a  lot  of  Democrats, 
and  he  broke  a  lot  of  dishes  on  the  table, 
and  a  lot  of  them  went  home  and  were  de- 
feated.    There  weren't  many  people  there 
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to  take  the  leadership.    They  elected  me  as 
the  Democratic  leader. 

The  first  thing  I  said  to  my  caucus  was, 
"I  want  you  to  know  when  I  think  the 
President  is  right  I  am  going  to  raise  his 
hand  high  and  I  am  going  to  support  him. 
When  I  think  he  is  wrong,  I  am  going 
to  oppose  him,  but  I  am  going  to  do  it  with 
decency  and  dignity  and  without  regard  to 
personalities  and  I  will  never  talk  about  his 
boy  or  his  dogs  or  things  of  that  kind." 

I  remember  that  it  was  a  great  Republican 
Senator,  Arthur  Vandenberg,  that  stood 
shoulder  to  shoulder  with  Harry  Truman 
and  stopped  the  Communists  in  Greece  and 
Turkey.  I  remember  that  Lyndon  John- 
son stood  right  by  the  side  of  Eisenhower 
in  the  Suez  and  in  the  Strait  of  Formosa. 
I  remember  in  his  tax  bill  that  I  stood  there 
in  1954  and  supported  it  when  a  substantial 
number  of  my  own  party  wouldn't  go  along 
with  me. 

So  I  don't  think  there  is  going  to  be  a 
Republican  peace  or  a  Democratic  peace, 
but  I  think  there  is  going  to  be  a  peace 
only  for  all  Americans  and  for  all  the 
world.  When  they  lead  your  boy  down  to 
that  railroad  station  to  send  him  into  boot 
camp  and  put  a  khaki  uniform  on  him  to 
send  him  some  place  where  he  may  never 
return,  they  don't  ask  you  whether  you  are 
a  Republican  or  Democrat.  They  send  you 
there  to  defend  that  flag,  and  you  go. 

So  there  is  no  Republican  peace  or  no 
Democratic  peace,  and  there  can't  be  pros- 
perity for  Democrats  or  prosperity  for  Re- 
publicans. But  there  can  and  will  be,  as 
long  as  I  am  President,  peace  for  all  Ameri- 
cans and  prosperity  for  all  Americans. 

Some  people  say  that  we  passed  an  act 
up  there  that  is  going  to  take  a  lot  of  jobs 
away  from  folks.  I  want  to  meet  that  one 
head-on.  That  is  pure  dirty  racism  and 
propaganda  that  is  being  passed  around. 
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There  is  not  any  bill  that  Congress  ever 
passed  that  takes  any  job  away  from  any- 
body. It  gives  a  lot  of  people  jobs,  it  pro- 
vides extra  jobs,  it  provides  retraining  for 
jobs  that  our  Republican  opponent  voted 
against  every  time  he  had  a  chance.  But 
they  put  out  a  lot  of  words  to  try  to  smear 
and  fear  and  scare  people  who  are  working, 
by  saying  that  some  other  man  is  going  to 
get  his  job.  Well,  I  want  to  answer  that 
with  a  little  story  Lady  Bird  told  me. 

A  man  came  up  to  her  in  Alabama  on  her 
train  trip,  where  she  had  gone  to  school 
in  the  summer,  where  she  went  to  the  Uni- 
versity of  Alabama  when  she  was  a  young 
girl.  He  said,  "Lady  Bird,  I  have  been 
thinking  about  this  problem  a  lot  and  they 
have  put  out  a  lot  of  stories  down  here  about 
what  has  happened.  But  I  believe  that  I 
would  rather  have  a  Negro  stand  beside  me 
on  an  assembly  line  than  to  stand  behind 
me  in  a  soup  line!" 

Men  who  have  jobs  and  who  have  senior- 
ity are  going  to  be  employed  on  the  basis  of 
their  merit.  And  every  State  except  19 
States,  most  of  them  in  the  South,  already 
have  laws  stronger  than  we  have  passed. 

We  all  know  that  it  was  100  years  ago 
that  a  great  President,  a  man  that  we  all 
revere — there  is  not  a  man,  woman,  or  child 
in  this  house  that  would  get  up  tonight  and 
even  whisper  a  word  about  him,  although 
he  said  when  he  returned  to  his  hometown 
in  Illinois  he  went  down  the  street  and  not 
one  human  would  speak  to  him  except  one 
woman,  and  she  wouldn't  have  if  she  could 
have  gotten  out  of  it.  That  is  what  Abra- 
ham Lincoln  said.  That  is  what  they  said 
about  him  during  his  turbulent  career. 

But  we  know  that  he  signed  the  Emanci- 
pation Proclamation  100  years  ago.  We 
have  had  some  deliberate  speed  for  100  years. 
Emancipation  was  a  proclamation  but  it 
was  not  a  fact. 
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We  are  not  going  to  say  that  the  good  Lord 
intended  that  the  tall  men  should  be  treated 
different  than  the  short  men,  or  that  the 
white  men  should  be  treated  differently 
from  the  black  men  or  the  brown  men,  be- 
cause if  we  do,  we  are  outnumbered  in  this 
country  15  or  20  to  i  throughout  the  world. 
We  live  in  a  world  of  3  billion  people,  and 
you  better  not  ever  choose  to  fight  it  out 
on  the  basis  of  color.  If  you  do,  the  white 
folks  are  in  trouble,  I  will  tell  you  that. 

So  we  are  not  going  to  make  any  special 
appeals  to  any  special  groups.  I  think  I 
demonstrated  in  i960,  after  John  Fitzgerald 
Kennedy  had  defeated  me  overwhelmingly 
and  humiliatingly.  He  came  to  my  room 
the  next  morning  and  asked  me  to  go  on  the 
ticket  with  him  as  Vice  President. 

I  had  never  thought  that  I  would  ever  do 
anything  Hke  that.  I  thought  for  7  or  8 
hours  and  it  finally  boiled  down  to  two 
things. 

I  just  knew  in  my  heart  that  it  was  not 
right  for  Dick  Nixon  to  ever  be  President 
of  this  country. 

And  I  also  knew  that  one  morning  at  an 
Air  Force  site  in  Europe  the  boys  had  com- 
pleted their  50  missions  and  were  ready  to 
come  home  to  see  their  wives,  sweethearts, 
and  mothers  when  a  commanding  officer 
walked  in  and  said,  "We  have  a  most  dan- 
gerous mission  that  must  be  performed 
today,  and  we  want  volunteers.  All  of  you 
have  already  finished  your  missions,  but  we 
need  some  volunteers." 

The  first  two  men  that  stood  up  were  Joe 
Kennedy,  Jr.,  from  Boston,  a  Catholic,  and 
a  young  blond  from  Texas,  from  Fort 
Worth,  Tex.,  with  a  wife  and  two  babies, 
who  walked  up  and  stood  by  his  side.  He 
was  a  Baptist.  And  they  took  off  in  that 
plane  and  they  never  came  back.  But  there 
is  no  one  who  dared  ask  them  that  morning 
what  church  they  went  to. 


I  thought  I  would  just  like  to  take  a  little 
slice  of  the  proposition  of  proving  to  all 
the  world  that  we  elected  our  Presidents  and 
Vice  Presidents,  and  we  treated  our  citizens 
of  all  races  and  religions  and  color  alike,  and 
that  we  could  elect  a  President  of  this 
country  who  was  a  Catholic,  and  we  could 
elect  a  Vice  President  of  this  country  who 
was  a  southerner.    And  that  is  what  we  did. 

Eleven  months  and  three  days  ago,  that 
tragic  day  of  November  22d,  our  leader  fell. 
And  without  benefit  of  council  and  without 
time  to  go  to  the  library  stacks,  without  a 
moment  to  call  in  anyone  to  consult,  with 
the  Secret  Service  men  on  top  of  me  stretched 
out  in  a  little  Ford  police  car,  I  got  in  a  jet 
plane  with  the  motors  roaring  in  the  back- 
ground and  took  the  oath  of  office  as 
President. 

I  swore  to  uphold  the  Constitution,  and  I 
swore  to  myself  that  I  would  carry  on,  I 
would  continue  for  my  partner  who  had 
gone  down  ahead  of  me. 

The  transition  period  was  a  difficult  period. 
The  heads  of  85  nations  came  here.  We 
talked  over  problems  and  agreements  that 
had  never  been  reached  and  we  made  de- 
cisions that  had  to  be  made,  and  the  budget 
had  to  be  formulated,  $100  billion  in  30  days. 
And  we  kept  that  light  burning  in  the  White 
House — notwithstanding  what  they  tell  you 
about  my  cutting  them  off — we  kept  them 
burning  there  until  2  or  3  o'clock  many 
mornings. 

But  we  looked  down  the  inventory  that  he 
had  left  on  his  desk.  He  had  51  major  bills, 
the  greatest  agenda  of  bills  that  I  guess  any 
President  had  ever  sent  a  Congress  in  mod- 
ern times:  the  tax  bill,  the  civil  rights  bill, 
the  mass  transit  bill,  the  housing  bill,  three 
education  bills,  the  farm  bill,  the  wilderness 
bill.  I  could  name  them  all  night,  51  of 
them. 

I  went  back  to  that  room  the  other  night. 
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when  the  Secret  Service  turned  the  key  on 
the  black  steel  gate  we  entered,  and  they 
said,  "Do  you  want  to  get  off  at  the  house 
or  do  you  want  to  go  to  the  office?"  I  said, 
"I  will  go  back  to  the  office." 

About  I  o'clock  I  took  those  bills  and  I 
started  looking  down  that  list  that  he  had  left 
me.  The  Congress  had  come  and  the  Con- 
gress had  gone  away.  But  on  that  list  every 
single  one  of  those  51  bills  had  passed  the 
United  States  Senate,  and  all  but  4  or  5  of 
them  had  passed  the  House.  They  were  in 
conference — ^medical  care,  the  coffee  agree- 
ment, Appalachia.  But  I  put  it  into  effect 
by  an  Executive  order  ^  and  we  are  going  to 
put  it  into  effect  by  legislation  as  soon  as  Joe 
and  Genevieve  get  back  up  there  and  start 
voting  as  a  team. 

And  we  have  some  more  things  that  we 
have  to  do  for  America.  I  said  let  us  con- 
tinue. But  I  also  said  at  the  convention  I 
want  a  mandate,  I  want  a  mandate  not  just 
to  let  us  continue  but  I  want  a  mandate  to 
begin. 

I  want  a  program  for  all  the  people  of  this 
country,  equal  opportunity  for  all  and  special 
privilege  for  none.  I  want  every  man  and 
woman  that  wants  a  job  to  have  a  job. 
There  are  5  million  more  working  now  than 
there  were  when  Jack  Kennedy  took  the  oath 
of  office.  We  have  done  something  about  it 
but  not  enough. 

Corporations  made  $12  billion  more  after 
taxes  this  last  year  than  they  did  the  year 
before.  So  business  is  doing  reasonably  well. 
The  workingman  made  $60  billion  more 
after  taxes  than  he  did  the  year  before,  so  he 
is  doing  reasonably  well. 

The  farmer's  income  is  up  $12  billion  this 
year,  and  if  you  would  follow  my  opponent's 


^Executive  Order  11 186  "Establishing  the  Federal 
Development  Planning  Committee  for  Appalachia," 
issued  October  23,  1964  (see  Item  711). 


advice  and  cut  out  all  of  these  programs  it 
would  drop  in  half,  to  $6  billion,  and  we 
would  be  back  where  we  were  in  1932. 

And  don't  you  think  it  can't  happen  here, 
because  it  has  happened  here.  It  happened 
here  before  some  of  you  were  born  or  some 
of  you  are  willing  to  admit  that  you  were 
born.  I  think  that  is  why  next  Tuesday  will 
be  not  just  an  all-Democratic  day.  I  think  it 
is  going  to  be  an  all- American  day. 

So  we  must  get  on  with  our  work  because 
there  is  so  much  to  do.  No  city  or  country 
is  ever  all  that  that  city  or  country  ought  to 
be.  A  nation,  deeply  understood,  is  an 
opportunity  for  service,  a  dedication  to  an 
unfinished  dream. 

The  Great  Society  is  when  America's 
promise  and  her  practice  come  together. 
The  Great  Society  just  isn't  a  dream  of  mine. 
It  is  as  real  as  tomorrow,  and  it  is  yours  for 
the  working  at  it. 

And  here  is  how  we  do  it:  We  care  about 
every  single  man,  woman,  and  boy  in  this 
country.  Not  just  about  some  of  them. 
Not  just  about  most  of  them. 

The  Great  Society  under  a  Democratic 
President  cares  for  all  of  them.  And  then 
we  set  our  sights  high,  higher  than  we  ex- 
pect to  get,  at  least  higher  than  we  expect  to 
get  right  away,  for  we  know  that  all  we 
need  to  do  in  this  country  is  to  decide  to 
doit. 

We're  as  big  as  our  ideas.  We're  as 
strong  as  our  purposes.  So  here  is  the 
Great  Society. 

It's  the  time — and  it's  going  to  be  soon — 
when  nobody  in  this  country  is  poor.  Do 
you  know  that  in  the  year  2000  the  average 
annual  income  in  this  country  is  going  to  be 
$15,000  per  family? 

It's  the  time — and  there's  no  point  in 
waiting — when  every  boy  and  girl  in  this 
country,  every  boy  and  girl  that  is  born 
under  that  flag,  has  the  right  to  all  the  edu- 
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cation  that  he  can  absorb. 

It's  going  to  be  the  time  when  every  older 
man  and  woman  has  not  just  full  social  se- 
curity, but  it  has  meaning  and  it  has  pur- 
pose, and  it  has  pleasure. 

It's  going  to  be  the  time,  as  I  said,  when 
we  have  a  job  for  everyone  who  is  willing 
to  work,  and  he  is  going  to  be  paid  a  decent 
wage. 

It's  the  time  when  every  false  distinction — 
of  what  your  race  is,  or  your  creed  is,  or 
your  sex,  or  how  you  spell  your  name,  or 
where  your  folks  came  from,  or  how  you 
pray — ^it's  going  to  be  a  time  when  none  of 
that  makes  any  difference. 

Yes,  under  the  Great  Society,  they  want 
me  to  spell  it  out  so  I  am  just  going  to  give 
you  a  little  preview  of  it  tonight. 

It's  the  time  when  every  slum  is  gone  from 
every  city  in  America,  and  America  is  beau- 
tiful. 

It's  the  time  when  man  gains  full  domin- 
ion under  God  over  his  own  destiny. 

It's  the  time  of  peace  on  earth  and  good 
will  among  men. 

The  place  is  here  and  the  time  is  now. 

Eleven  months  and  three  days  ago  my 
mind  went  back  to  that  terrible  tragic  period 
during  the  Cuban  crisis,  when  I  saw  the 
generals  with  all  their  stars  and  the  admirals 
with  all  their  braid,  and  the  Secretary  of 
State  with  all  of  his  diplomatic  background, 
and  the  Secretary  of  Defense  with  his  great 
industrial  experience  march  into  a  room  to 
try  to  decide  what  to  do  about  the  Russian 
missiles  that  were  located  90  miles  from  our 
shore,  that  were  pointed  at  us  and  might  be 
operational  any  moment. 

I  never  left  home  a  single  day  during  those 
38  sessions  that  I  knew  for  sure  I  would 
see  my  wife  and  daughters  again  that  night. 

And  there  amidst  the  best  brains  and  the 
greatest  advice  that  a  President  could  col- 
lect, a  young,  fearless  man  sat  at  the  head 


of  the  table  as  Commander  in  Chief.  I  am 
proud  to  tell  you  that  John  F.  Kennedy  was 
the  coolest  man  in  that  room. 

As  he  and  the  leader  of  the  Soviet  Union 
came  eyeball  to  eyeball,  and  their  thumbs 
started  inching  up — that  was  the  day  before 
the  "hot  line"  when  you  could  pick  up  the 
phone  and  Moscow  would  be  calling — their 
thumbs  started  getting  closer  to  that  nuclear 
button,  their  knives  were  in  each  other's  ribs 
almost,  literally  speaking,  and  neither  of 
them  was  flinching  or  quivering.  About 
that  moment,  Mr.  Khrushchev  in  his  wis- 
dom decided  that  he  would  wrap  up  his 
missiles  and  take  them  home. 

Our  bombers  were  in  the  skies  and  our 
bomb  bays  were  ready  to  be  opened.  They 
were  loaded.  Our  ships  were  in  their 
proper  places.  Our  men  had  their  proper 
instructions.  But  when  the  time  finally 
came,  the  good  Lord  somehow  or  other 
decreed  that  there  would  not  be  a  nuclear 
holocaust  that  would  wipe  out  the  lives  of 
300  million  people,  100  million  right  here 
in  our  own  land. 

And  now,  to  have  someone  speak  ill  and 
critically  of  that  crisis  and  of  President  Ken- 
nedy's conduct  is  too  sad  to  even  justify  a 
response,  because  he  is  not  here  to  answer  it 
himself. 

But  we  are  going  to  answer  it  for  him 
on  November  3d.  We  are  going  to  say  to 
the  world  that  our  policy  is  strength  through 
restraint.  We  are  going  to  keep  our  guard 
up  at  all  times,  alert,  but  we  are  going  to 
have  our  hand  out.  We  are  willing  to  talk 
to  anyone,  any  time,  who  offers  any  hope 
of  an  honorable  peace. 

We  are  not  going  to  bury  anybody,  but 
nobody  is  going  to  bury  us. 

We  are  not  going  to  rattle  our  rockets  or 
bluff  about  our  bombs.  But  we  are  going 
to  continue  to  be  the  mightiest  nation  in  the 
world.    We  are  going  to  speak  sofdy  and 
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we  are  going  to  act  prudently,  and  if  you 
will  just  send  me  these  two  Democratic  Sen- 
ators, Joe  Clark  and  Genevieve  Blatt,  if  you 
will  send  me  these  Congressmen  I  have 
talked  to  you  about,  and  my  old  friend  Con- 
gressman Frank  Clark — I  want  to  put  in  a 
word  for  him. 

I  want  you  folks  to  know  that  this  is  about 
as  important  a  decision  as  you  will  ever 
make  when  you  decide  what  man's  thumb, 
which  man's  thumb,  you  want  to  be  close 
to  that  button,  what  man  you  want  to  reach 
over  and  pick  up  that  receiver  on  that  *'hot 
line"  when  they  say  "Moscow  is  calling." 

That  is  your  decision.  That  is  your  judg- 
ment. You  have  to  make  it  with  your  God 
and  your  own  conscience. 

I  haven't  come  here  to  say  anything  per- 
sonal or  bad  or  ill-willed,  or  sling  any  mud, 
or  have  any  muckraking.  I  have  come  here 
to  tell  you  the  problems  and  the  issues  that 
exist.  You  have  to  do  something  about  it. 
Every  single  vote  is  going  to  count.  Every 
single  Congressman  is  going  to  help.  Every 
single  Senator  is  going  to  be  needed. 

Now,  don't  sit  around  here  and  wait  until 
they  start  playing  a  patriotic  song  and  you  go 
to  packing  up  your  boy's  suitcase.  Step  in 
here.  Don't  wait  like  they  did  with  Wood- 
row  Wilson.  He  envisioned  a  peace  and 
he  almost  was  in  reach  of  it.  Then  he  lost 
it  and  we  went  to  World  War  II.  Then 
Franklin   Roosevelt  came   along  with   the 


United  Nations,  and  they  have  saved  a 
dozen  wars. 

But  now  here,  with  two  great  powers  ar- 
rayed, let's  continue  this  bipartisan  policy, 
let's  bring  the  Republicans  in  with  the  Dem- 
ocrats, let's  reason  together,  let's  be  patient, 
let's  be  firm,  let's  be  restrained,  let's  don't 
issue  ultimatums,  let's  don't  shoot  from  the 
hip.  Let's  don't  use  our  tongue  more  than 
our  head. 

That  is  your  job — to  pick  the  person  that 
you  want  to  lead  you.  You  won't  have  an- 
other chance  after  next  Tuesday.  It  will  be 
4  long  years  and  there  are  a  lot  of  things 
that  are  going  to  happen  in  the  next  4  years. 

I  am  going  to  be  down  on  the  banks  of  the 
Pedernales  in  a  little  village  in  Texas,  and 
I  am  going  to  be  waiting  for  Joe  Barr  to  call 
me.  I  am  going  to  be  wondering  how  well 
you  do  your  job. 

Thank  you — and  good  night. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  9  p.m.  at  the  Civic 
Center  Arena  in  Pittsburgh,  Pa.  During  the  course 
of  his  remarks  he  referred  to  Joseph  M.  Barr,  mayor 
of  Pittsburgh,  William  S.  Moorhead,  Elmer  J.  Hol- 
land, John  H.  Dent,  and  Thomas  E.  Morgan,  U.S. 
Representatives,  John  Young  and  Frank  J.  Reed, 
Democratic  candidates  for  Representative,  Genevieve 
Blatt,  Democratic  candidate  for  Senator,  Joseph  S. 
Clark,  U.S.  Senator,  William  W.  Scranton,  Governor, 
and  David  L.  Lawrence,  former  Governor,  all  of 
Pennsylvania,  David  J.  McDonald,  president  of  the 
United  Steelworkers  of  America,  Michael  A.  Mus- 
manno,  judge  of  the  Pennsylvania  Supreme  Court, 
and  Mrs.  Emma  Guffey  Miller,  Democratic  national 
committeewoman,  and  Frank  M.  Clark,  U.S.  Rep- 
resentative, both  of  Pennsylvania. 
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Senator  Hart\e,  my  dear  friend  Senator 
Hart\e,  Senator  Bayh,  Mayor  McDonald, 
Governor  Welsh,  Governor  Branigin,  Gov- 
ernor Breathitt,  Congressman  Denton,  my 
fellow  Americans: 
I  really  came  here  to  Evansville  tonight 
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to  meet  Lady  Bird.  I  wanted  to  check  up 
on  how  many  votes  she  had  gained  this 
week.  But  I  guess  as  long  as  I  am  here, 
we  might  as  well  talk  a  litde  politics. 

I  never  saw  a  Hoosier,  or  a  Texan,  who 
minded  talking  politics.    I  didn't  come  out 
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here  to  say  anything  bad  about  anybody.  I 
am  not  mad  at  anybody. 

I  don't  want  to  fight  anybody.  I  want  to 
unite.    I  want  to  unite  this  Nation. 

We  do  have  a  story  to  tell  in  Evansville, 
in  Indiana,  and  in  the  country.  It  is  a  story 
of  the  greatest  peacetime  prosperity  in  the 
history  of  any  land.  It  is  the  story  of  peace, 
and  I  think  you  are  going  to  keep  it  that 
way — by  your  votes  next  Tuesday. 

I  worked  in  the  office  until  4  o'clock  this 
afternoon  and  then  I  went  up  to  Boston 
and  had  tea.  After  we  saw  our  first  half 
million,  we  decided  we  better  leave  town 
before  sundown  and  we  went  over  to  Pitts- 
burgh and  had  dinner.  I  guess  we  will 
just  have  a  nightcap  here  in  Evansville  and 
go  to  sleep  in  Albuquerque. 

But  I  have  traveled  across  the  Nation  this 
fall.  When  I  get  to  Albuquerque  tonight  I 
will  have  been  in  43  States  since  Labor  Day, 
and  everywhere  I  have  gone,  everywhere  I 
have  been,  everything  I  have  seen,  the  signs 
all  read  the  same:  "Men  at  work."  That 
looks  good  to  me.  I  know  that  you,  too, 
here  in  Evansville,  have  had  more  than  your 
share  of  hard  times,  but  you  didn't  surrender. 
You  shouldered  primary  responsibility  for 
helping  yourselves,  and  this  administration, 
with  its  manpower  retraining  program,  with 
its  area  redevelopment  programs,  tried  to 
come  in  and  help.  And  we  stand  ready  to 
continue  to  do  that. 

I  think  you  can  see  the  results  all  around 
this  Nation.  New  industry  is  under  con- 
struction, men  are  back  at  work.  There  are 
more  than  5  million  more  at  work  than  there 
were  when  President  Kennedy  took  the  oath 
of  office,  and  an  unemployment  rate  that  has 
been  cut  almost  in  half  in  the  last  3  years. 

This  prosperity  just  didn't  happen.  It 
came  about  because  of  the  tax  cut,  a  $12 
billion  tax  cut,  and  other  economic  policies  of 
this  administration;  because  this  administra- 


tion cooperated  with  State  and  local  govern- 
ments; because  this  administration  helped 
responsible  business  and  responsible  labor 
work  together;  because  this  administration 
helped  responsible  private  citizens  do  their 
part;  and  because  the  responsible  leaders  of 
both  political  parties  in  the  Congress  voted 
together,  not  for  their  parties  but  for  their 
country. 

And  that's  the  way  it  ought  to  be. 

Two  of  the  most  responsible  men  in  the 
United  States  Senate  today  are  your  own 
Senators,  Vance  Hartke  and  Birch  Bayh.  I 
came  to  Indiana  in  1958  to  try  to  help  Vance 
Hartke  come  to  the  Senate.  I  got  here  about 
this  time  of  night  and  I  met  Vance  and  we 
went  to  the  hotel  to  unpack  my  suitcase.  I 
told  him  that  I  would  speak  for  him  the  next 
day.  I  would  speak  either  for  him  or 
against  him,  whichever  he  thought  would 
help  him  the  most,  and  Vance  outlined  how 
he  wanted  me  to  recommend  him  and  what 
he  wanted  me  to  say  about  him,  and  just 
where  to  say  it  and  when  to  say  it,  and  how 
to  say  it. 

I  spent  a  very  pleasant  day  in  the  Hoosier 
State  asking  you  people  to  give  him  a  chance 
and  let  him  come  to  the  Senate  and  make  his 
mark.  Evansville  can  be  proud  of  Vance 
and  Martha  Hartke,  and  we  hope  so  much 
that  all  of  you  in  Evansville,  all  of  you  in 
Indiana,  will  send  them  back  to  Washington 
to  help  us  out  and  help  you  out,  and  help 
the  world  out. 

I  have  two  young  daughters,  one  is  20  and 
one  is  17,  and  I  just  see  them  as  they  flit 
down  the  hall  going  out  on  a  trip  or  coming 
back  from  one.  Luci  told  me  this  morning 
that  she  had  been  in  19  States,  and  she  said, 
"What  do  you  think  about  a  young  lady  of  17 
that  hasn't  had  a  free  weekend  since  May?" 

Well,  I  didn't  think  very  long,  but  I  guess 
the  reason  she  hasn't  is  because  Birch  Bayh 
took  the  Young  Democrats  and  he  has  per- 
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fected  them  with  Marvella's  help  into  one  of 
the  finest  organizations  in  this  entire  cam- 
paign. I  want  to  publicly  thank  them  both 
for  their  great  contribution  to  the  Demo- 
cratic Party. 

Your  responsible  and  experienced  Con- 
gressman, Winnie  Denton,  is  playing  an 
increasingly  important  role  in  the  Congress. 
He  has  fought  consistently  for  better  flood 
control  programs  for  the  Ohio  valley,  and 
he  has  gotten  those  programs.  As  a  key 
member  of  the  powerful  Appropriations 
Committee,  he  is  one  of  the  few  men  who 
lead  the  Congress.  Seven  good  terms,  I 
think,  deserve  another. 

They  asked  our  beloved  Speaker  Sam  Ray- 
burn  one  time  why  it  was  that  Texas  had  a 
Speaker,  a  Vice  President,  a  majority  leader, 
and  8  of  the  15  chairmanships  in  the  House 
of  Representatives.  And  he  said,  "Because 
Texas  people  have  the  good  judgment," 
speaking  of  picking  their  Congressmen  and 
their  Senators,  "to  pick  them  young,  to  pick 
them  honest,  to  send  them  there,  and  to  keep 
them  there." 

I  know  you  have  picked  them  young  and  I 
know  you  have  picked  them  honest.  I 
know  you  have  sent  them  there.  Now,  let's 
finish  up  the  job  and  let's  keep  them  there! 

You  need  responsibility  here  in  Indiana, 
and  I  hope  you  won't  mind  if  I  commend  to 
you  a  man  with  a  brilliant  future  who  is 
going  to  make  a  great  chief  executive,  your 
next  Governor,  Roger  Branigin.  He  has  a 
program  for  a  new  Indiana,  and  if  you  will 
just  give  it  that  little  extra  "umph,"  that  little 
extra  push  that  he  needs  between  now  and 
next  Tuesday,  he  will  put  Indiana  on  the 
map.  Roger  has  worked  with  business  and 
industry  in  this  State.  He  has  worked  for 
the  Federal  Government.  He  knows  from 
his  long  experience  what  Indiana  needs,  and 
if  Roger  is  Governor  of  this  State  and  if  I 


am  President  of  this  country,  this  State  and 
this  Nation  will  work  arm  in  arm,  shoulder 
to  shoulder,  to  get  the  job  done  for  the  people 
of  Indiana. 

We  have  a  lot  of  work  ahead  of  us.  We 
want  to  expand  our  social  security  program. 
We  don't  want  to  destroy  it,  either,  by  mak- 
ing it  voluntary. 

We  want  to  improve,  not  shrink,  our 
children's  education.  We  think  that  it 
ought  to  be  the  right  of  every  American  boy 
and  girl  that  is  born  under  that  flag  to  have 
all  the  education  that  he  or  she  can  take. 
To  do  that  job,  we  need  to  unite  our  people 
instead  of  divide  them,  and  we  need  to  have 
national  unity  and  for  all  of  us  to  work  to- 
gether. To  do  it,  we  must  have  aggressive, 
prudent,  responsible  leadership. 

If  we  want  to  go  on  to  the  Great  Society 
where  there  is  full  employment  for  our 
workers,  where  there  is  maximum  develop- 
ment for  our  industry,  where  there  is  full 
education  for  our  children,  where  there  is 
adequate  protection  for  our  parents,  and 
where  there  is  full  opportunity  and  equal 
opportunity  for  all  of  our  citizens,  then  we 
are  going  to  have  to  unite  and  start  working 
with  each  other  instead  of  fighting  each 
other,  start  loving  each  other  instead  of  hat- 
ing each  other,  start  uniting  with  each  other 
instead  of  dividing  with  each  other. 

I  have  talked  to  you  about  some  of  the 
lesser  issues  in  this  campaign.  I  talked  to 
you  about  conservation  and  social  security, 
full  employment,  area  redevelopment,  flood 
control.  But  beyond  all  of  this,  and  far 
above  all  of  this,  lies  the  greatest  single  issue 
in  all  of  our  lives.    That  issue  is  peace. 

How  do  you  attain  peace  in  a  dangerous 
world?  In  a  matter  of  minutes — well,  in  a 
matter  of  moments  on  that  tragic  day  No- 
vember 22d,  before  I  had  a  chance  to  consult 
any  adviser,  before  I  could  even  walk  in  a 
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library  and  get  back  into  the  stacks,  before 
I  could  even  think  what  I  should  really  do, 
I  found  myself  on  the  bottom  of  a  Ford 
police  car  with  a  Secret  Service  man  on  top 
of  me,  racing  to  an  airport,  and  in  the  back 
end  of  Air  Force  One,  with  one  hand  on  the 
Bible  and  the  other  raised  to  my  side,  taking 
the  oath  of  office  of  President  of  the  United 
States,  with  the  most  awesome  responsi- 
bilities that  go  with  it.  I  said  then  to  the 
people  of  this  country  and  to  the  people  of 
the  world,  that  with  God's  help,  with  your 
prayers,  I  would  do  the  best  I  could. 

We  went  through  the  transition  period. 
We  visited  with  the  leaders  of  85  nations. 
We  submitted  the  Federal  budget.  We  took 
up  President  Kennedy's  unfinished  program 
that  he  had  worked  out  in  great  detail  with 
all  of  his  leaders  and  the  leaders  of  his  Cabi- 
net, and  one  of  the  most  constructive  and 
comprehensive  programs  ever  submitted  by 
any  President  to  any  Congress,  and  we 
started  to  work  to  do  the  best  we  could. 

There  were  51  major  measures  in  that 
legislative  program,  and  your  two  Senators 
and  your  Congressmen  have  worked  their 
hearts  out  trying  to  help  me  do  the  best  I 
could.  The  other  evening  I  came  home  from 
another  trip  out  to  see  the  people  and  I  went 
to  my  desk  that  was  piled  high  with  reports 
and  papers,  and  one  of  them  was  a  compre- 
hensive report  on  the  Congress.  The  Con- 
gress had  come  since  November  22d,  and 
the  Congress  had  gone  away. 

I  looked  down  that  list  of  51  major  bills 
and  every  single  one  of  those  51  bills  had 
passed  the  United  States  Senate,  and  all  but 
three  or  four  had  also  passed  the  House  of 
Representatives.  And  if  God  is  willing  and 
the  creeks  don't  rise,  they  are  going  to  pass 
the  House  of  Representatives  next  year. 

But  in  a  matter  of  minutes  that  catastrophe 
happened  to  America,  and  in  a  matter  of 


minutes  a  nuclear  catastrophe  could  over- 
whelm us  all. 

Next  Tuesday,  the  3  billion  people  of  the 
world  are  going  to  be  looking  at  you  in 
Indiana  and  49  other  States  to  see  which 
man,  to  see  what  man,  to  see  the  kind  of 
man  and  type  of  man,  and  what  experience 
he  has,  and  what  his  temperament  is,  and 
what  his  judgment  is — what  kind  of  man 
you  are  going  to  select  to  have  his  thumb 
near  that  button,  what  kind  of  man  you  are 
going  to  select  when  that  telephone  rings  on 
that  "hot  line"  from  Moscow,  who  you  want 
to  answer  that  phone,  and  what  you  want 
him  to  say. 

That  is  your  decision,  and  now,  as  never 
before  in  man's  history,  you  are  going  to  be 
called  upon  to  exercise  your  priceless  privi- 
lege of  citizenship.  You  are  going  to  need 
all  the  responsibility  that  you  can  summon. 
The  stakes  are  much  too  high  to  be  negli- 
gent. And  the  cause  is  much  too  great  to  be 
reckless.  The  finger  on  the  nuclear  button 
can  trigger  hundreds  of  millions  of  deaths. 

As  your  Commander  in  Chief,  I  tell  you 
tonight  that  we  are  the  mightiest  and  we  are 
the  strongest  nation  on  earth.  Our  mili- 
tary might  is  greater  than  that  of  all  the  other 
nations  in  the  world  combined.  But  we 
must  be  wise  as  well  as  strong.  We  must  be 
reasonable  and  never  be  rash.  We  must  al- 
ways be  intelligent  and  never  impulsive.  We 
must  be  resolute,  but  never  reckless.  We 
must  always  be  alert  and  keep  our  guard  up 
but  our  hand  out.  We  don't  want  to  bury 
anyone,  but  we  don't  intend  to  be  buried, 
either. 

I  didn't  stop  by  here  tonight  to  talk  about 
petty  little  things  or  little  men.  I  didn't 
come  here  tonight  to  talk  about  personali- 
ties. I  came  here  to  talk  to  you  about  the 
issues  of  peace  in  the  world  and  prosperity 
at  home.    I  think  you  will  have  a  lot  to  do 
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with  what  happens.  I  think  your  decision 
may  make  the  difference.  I  think  every 
single  person  is  equal  on  election  day.  And 
I  think  every  single  ballot  is  going  to  be 
needed. 

And  if  the  bell  should  ring,  if  the  call 
should  come,  if  the  summons  should  arrive, 
I  have  not  the  slightest  doubt  that  every  man 
and  woman  here  would  take  their  son  to  the 
railroad  station  toinight  to  see  him  go  away 
to  boot  camp  and  put  on  the  khaki  uni- 
form, maybe  never  to  return  again,  just  as 
they  did  in  World  War  I  and  World  War  II. 

But  for  20  years  now  we  have  had  a  bi- 
partisan foreign  policy.  Senator  Arthur 
Vandenberg,  a  great  Republican  Senator 
from  Michigan,  joined  President  Harry 
Truman,  a  Democratic  President,  and  to- 
gether they  stopped  the  Communists  in 
Greece  and  Turkey.  Lyndon  Johnson 
joined  with  Dwight  Eisenhower  in  the  For- 
mosa Strait.  In  the  last  year  of  his  admin- 
istration in  i960,  Lyndon  Johnson,  the 
Democratic  leader,  voted  with  Dwight 
David  Eisenhower,  the  Republican  Presi- 
dent, 95  percent  of  the  time  on  his  foreign 
policy,  while  the  present  leader  of  the  Re- 
publican Party  voted  with  him  only  25  per- 
cent of  the  time. 

When  the  test  ban  treaty  was  before  the 
Senate,  which  prevents  our  air  from  being 
polluted,  which  prevents  your  children  from 
drinking  milk  with  radioactive  poison  in 
it,  that  prohibits  your  mothers  from  giving 
birth  to  babies  that  are  deformed — when 
that  test  ban  treaty  was  before  the  Senate, 
it  was  Everett  Dirksen  from  the  State  of  Illi- 
nois, a  Republican  Senator,  that  stood  there 
with  John  Fitzgerald  Kennedy  and  helped 
that  treaty  become  a  reality,  and  it  has  now 
been  affirmed  by  105  other  nations,  while  the 
present  leader  of  the  Republican  Party  was 
one  of  12  Senators  to  oppose  it. 


If  you  want  to  junk  all  we  have  done  for 
20  years  trying  to  preserve  the  peace  of  the 
world,  if  you  want  to  see  bipartisanship  go 
down  the  drain  and  flush  out  of  existence, 
then  you  ignore  my  warning.  But  if  you 
want  to  continue  to  put  your  country  ahead 
of  your  party,  and  if  you  want  peace  in  the 
world  more  than  you  want  anything  else, 
then  you  appeal  to  the  good  men  of  both 
parties  to  join  together  and  let  politics  stop 
at  the  water's  edge;  and  let  them  come  with 
the  leaders  of  other  nations  and  not  rattle 
their  rockets  and  not  blufl  with  their  bombs. 
But  in  the  words  of  the  prophet  Isaiah,  come 
and  reason  together. 

Now  we  are  going  on  to  Albuquerque  and 
we  won't  see  you  for  a  long  time.  I  have 
told  you  what  we  think  about  the  wonder- 
ful people  you  have  sent  us  to  help  us.  I 
hope  that  each  one  of  you  will  go  home  to- 
night and  feel  like  there  is  just  some  little 
extra  something  you  can  do  between  now 
and  next  Tuesday.  I  hope  you  realize  that 
we  know  how  important  you  are  or  we 
wouldn't  be  out  here  this  time  of  night 
talking  to  you.  We  need  your  help.  We 
want  your  support. 

We  ask  you  to  give  us  your  hand,  to  give 
us  your  heart,  to  give  us  your  prayers,  be- 
cause this  is  a  mighty  nation  of  patriotic 
people  whose  ancestors  came  from  many 
shores  and  spelled  their  names  in  many  ways. 
They  are  made  up  of  many  colors,  many 
religions.  But  there  is  one  thing  about 
them,  they  are  Americans  first,  and  they  put 
their  country  ahead  of  their  party.  And  if 
next  Tuesday  you  will  go  early  and  cast  your 
ballot  and  do  what  you  know  in  your  heart 
is  right,  we  will  be  happy. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  11  p.m.  at  a  rally  at 
the  Evansville  Airport,  Evansville,  Ind.  His  open- 
ing words  referred  to  Senators  Vance  Hartke  and 
Birch  Bayh  of  Indiana,  Mayor  Frank  McDonald  of 
Evansville,  Governor  Matthew  E.  Welsh  of  Indiana, 
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Roger  D.  Branigin,  Democratic  candidate  for  Gov- 
ernor of  Indiana,  Governor  Edward  T.  Breathitt,  Jr., 
of  Kentucky,  and  Representative  Winfield  K.  (Win- 


nie) Denton  of  Indiana.  Later  he  referred  to  Sena- 
tor Hartke's  wife,  Martha,  and  Senator  Bayh's  wife, 
Marvella. 


730    Presidential  Statement  No.  6  on  Economic  Issues:  Strengthening 
State-Local  Government.     October  28,  1964 


I.  IN  LINE  with  the  Democratic  platform, 
this  administration  is  moving  ahead  on  the 
"development  of  fiscal  policies  which  would 
provide  revenue  sources  to  hard-pressed 
State  and  local  governments  to  assist  them 
with  their  responsibilities." 

2.  At  the  State  and  local  level  we  see  re- 
sponsibilities rising  faster  than  revenues, 
while  at  the  Federal  level  an  average  annual 
revenue  growth  of  some  $6  billion  provides 
a  comfortable  margin  for  Federal  tax  reduc- 
tion, Federal  programs,  and  more  generous 
help  to  State  and  local  units. 

3.  The  National  Government,  as  a  con- 
structive partner  in  a  creative  federalism, 
should  help  restore  fiscal  balance  and 
strengthen  State  and  local  governments  by 


making  available  for  their  use  some  part 
of  our  great  and  growing  Federal  tax  rev- 
enues— over  and  above  existing  aids. 

4.  It  should  also  strengthen  existing  pro- 
grams of  Federal-State-local  cooperation  in 
such  vital  areas  as  public  assistance,  public 
health,  urban  renewal,  highways,  recreation, 
and  education. 

5.  Intensive  study  is  now  being  given  to 
methods  of  channeling  Federal  revenue  to 
States  and  localities  which  will  reinforce 
their  independence  while  enlarging  their 
capacity  to  serve  their  citizens. 

note:  For  a  statement  by  the  President  announcing 
a  series  of  statements  on  economic  issues,  see 
Item  707. 


731     Presidential  Statement  No.  7  on  Economic  Issues: 
Improving  the  Tax  System.     October  28,  1964 


I.  THIS  administration  carried  through  the 
most  extensive  overhaul  of  our  tax  system 
since  the  war.  The  improvements  have 
made  our  tax  systems  fairer,  and  have 
strengthened  the  economy. 

2.  The  administration  did  not  get  every- 
thing it  initially  proposed  to  the  Congress 
in  the  area  of  income  tax  reform;  but  many 
significant  reforms  were  enacted. 

3.  Within  the  framework  of  major  net  tax 
reduction,  the  Revenue  Acts  of  1962  and 
1964  enacted  $1.7  billion  of  revenue-increas- 
ing reforms: 

— $855  million  in  the  Revenue  Act  of  1962 


— $835  million  in  the  Revenue  Act  of  1964 

— three  times  more  than  all  of  the  revenue- 
increasing  reforms  enacted  during  the  previ- 
ous 20  years. 

4.  Important  and  much  needed  reforms 
involving  revenue  losses  were  also  enacted. 
The  major  reforms  of  this  nature  included: 

— the  minimum  standard  deduction — 
which  eliminated  over  1.2  million  low- 
income  taxpayers  from  any  tax  liability; 

— the  introduction  of  a  moving  expense 
deduction; 

— a  badly  needed  averaging  device  pro- 
viding tax  relief  for  individuals  with  widely 
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fluctuating  incomes. 

5.  The  income  tax  rate  structure  was 
sharply  improved. 

— Prior  to  the  1964  Revenue  Act  there 
were  extreme  differences  in  the  way  the  tax 
system  treated  different  kinds  of  income: 
personal  income  was  taxed  as  high  as  91  per- 
cent, corporate  income  at  52  percent,  capital 
gains  at  25  percent,  and  dividend  income 
enjoyed  a  preferential  treatment  through  the 
dividend  credit.  These  wide  discrepancies 
created  enormous  incentives  for  people  to 
alter  their  business  operations  in  order  to 
minimize  tax  liabilities. 

— ^This   differential   treatment   has    now 


been  markedly  reduced:  starting  in  1965  per- 
sonal income  will  be  taxed  at  a  top  rate  of 
70  percent,  corporate  income  at  48  percent, 
capital  gains  still  at  25  percent,  and  the 
dividend  credit  will  be  eliminated.  These 
reduced  disparities  are  in  themselves  a  major 
reform. 

6.  This  administration  intends  to  seek 
further  tax  reform.  A  better  excise  tax 
system  is  next  on  our  agenda.  After  that, 
we  will  turn  again  to  the  income  tax. 

note:  For  a  statement  by  the  President  announcing 
a  series  of  statements  on  economic  issues,  see  Item 
707. 


732    Remarks  in  Albuquerque  at  the  University  of  New  Mexico. 
October  1^^  1964 


Governor  Campbell,  Senator  Anderson, 
Senator  Montoya,  Congressman  Morris, 
ladies  and  gentlemen,  senores,  senoras: 

Buenos  dias,  mis  amigos,  6C6mo  le  va? 
listed  tiene  muy  buena  ciudad  aqui,  Yo 
ten  go  muchos  amigos  aqui, 

I  came  to  New  Mexico  because  I  want  my 
friends  in  this  great  and  this  growing  State 
to  understand  the  real,  difficult  decision  that 
your  President  has  in  the  real,  difficult  prob- 
lem that  confronts  him.  Eleven  months  ago 
I  became  your  President,  and  since  that  time  I 
have  tried  to  pass  programs  for  your  people. 
But  here  in  New  Mexico  you  can  help  me. 
I  flew  a  long  way  from  Boston  to  Albuquer- 
que after  5  o'clock  yesterday  to  ask  you  to 
help  me.  Of  course,  I  want  you  to  vote 
for  me  next  Tuesday.  Of  course,  I  expect 
New  Mexico  to  be  in  the  Democratic  column. 
But  more  than  that — and  I  think  really  more 
important  than  your  being  in  the  Demo- 
cratic column — is  for  those  of  you  who  are 
building  and  planning  and  working  for  a 
wiser  and  a  stronger  New  Mexico  and  a 


better  America,  I  think  that  it  is  very  essen- 
tial that  each  of  you  go  to  the  polls  and  vote 
for  Joe  Montoya  so  we  will  have  two  Demo- 
cratic Senators  to  help  us  with  our  program. 

You  have  a  future  in  space,  you  have  a 
future  in  atomic  energy,  you  have  a  great 
agricultural  future,  you  have  minerals  galore 
in  this  State,  you  have  wonderful  climate. 
The  only  real  thing  that  you  need  is  water, 
and  Clint  Anderson  and  I  worked  together 
many  years  ago  on  starting  a  program  that 
will  someday  convert  the  oceans  into  ample 
water  supplies  for  us  all.  We  will  make  the 
deserts  bloom.  But  the  next  Senate  is  going 
to  have  65  to  70  Democrats  out  of  100,  and 
they  are  going  to  sit  over  on  the  majority 
aisle. 

I  picked  up  your  morning  paper  this 
morning  and  I  saw  where  they  had  a  rally 
out  here  yesterday  for  a  Republican  Senator. 
That  is  fine.  I  wouldn't  say  anything  ugly 
about  him  at  all.  But  it  just  seems  to  me 
that  if  I  lived  in  a  State  that  I  wanted  to 
move  ahead,  and  I  wanted  my  family  to 
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move  ahead,  and  if  I  had  a  chance  to  get  a 
person  that  had  experience  and  had  train- 
ing, and  could  work  with  Clint  Anderson,  it 
just  seems  to  me  that  you  would  be  better  off 
to  have  two  men  standing  up  in  the  Senate 
and  fighting  for  your  progress,  coming  down 
to  the  White  House  and  uniting  behind  your 
State,  than  to  have  one  man  coming  there 
and  the  other  one  standing  up  and  fighting 
the  President  all  the  time.  So  I  want  you 
to  know  that  I  think  this  State  needs  Joe 
Montoya.  I  think  this  Nation  needs  Joe 
Montoya.    I  think  I  need  Joe  Montoya. 

Mr.  Rayburn  used  to  say  the  reason  Texas 
had  a  good  delegation  was,  "We  pick  them 
young,  we  pick  them  honest,  we  send  them 
there,  and  we  keep  them  there."  You 
picked  Clint  Anderson  and  sent  him  to 
the  House.  He  did  a  wonderful  job.  You 
promoted  him  to  the  Senate.  He  became 
one  of  the  great  statesmen  of  the  world.  He 
is  chairman  of  the  Space  Committee  of  the 
United  States  Senate  now.  Many  years  ago 
he  saw  space,  but  that  wasn't  too  important, 
although  it  was  very  important.  What  was 
important,  he  saw  the  future. 

You  sent  Dennis  Chavez,  as  a  young 
Congressman,  when  I  went  to  Washington 
after  the  Hoover  days.  He  came  there  and 
represented  you  with  increased  effectiveness 
in  the  House.  Then  you  had  him  trained 
and  you  moved  him  over  to  the  Senate.  And 
until  the  day  of  his  death  he  was  always 
working  for  the  people  of  New  Mexico. 

Now  you  have  Joe  Montoya.  You  have 
an  investment  in  him.  You  brought  him  in, 
you  have  told  him  how  to  punch  the  time 
clock,  you  have  shown  him  where  his  job  is, 
you  have  told  him  what  to  do,  he  has  the 
experience,  he  has  been  there  working. 
You  ought  to  take  advantage  of  that 
experience  and  of  that  training  and  of  that 
ability  to  work  with  Senator  Anderson,  and 
most  important,  to  work  with  the  majority 


of  the  Senate.  The  minority  party — ^what 
good  will  30  votes  do  New  Mexico  in  the 
Senate?  It  takes  50  to  pass  anything.  So 
I  think  that  you  can  see  through  that,  and 
I  hope  you  realize  that  this  is  the  only  time 
you  will  get  to  make  this  decision  for  6 
years.  What  you  do  will  vitally  affect  your 
future,  and  I  think  that  most  of  you  out 
there  in  the  audience  know  that  in  your 
heart  it  is  right  to  send  Joe  Montoya  to  the 
Senate. 

I  don't  think  Tom  Morris  has  any  prob- 
lem. Tom  Morris  has  problems  in  Wash- 
ington, but  he  always  comes  down  and  all 
of  us  like  to  solve  them  for  him  because  he 
is  always  loyal,  he  is  always  devoted,  he  is 
always  diligent.  I  know  you  are  going  to 
send  him  back  where  he  can  continue  to 
serve  you. 

I  hope  you  elect  Johnny  Walker,  who  will 
be  a  worthy  successor  to  Joe  Montoya,  and 
we  will  have  those  men  working  for  New 
Mexico  in  the  Senate. 

One  week  from  today  the  shouting  and  the 
talking  is  going  to  be  over.  I  hope  most  of 
the  counting  will  be  done.  We  think  we 
know  what  the  counting  is  going  to  show. 
We  think  that  it  will  show  that  this  be- 
loved country  of  ours  believes  in  itself,  be- 
lieves in  its  strength,  and  its  goodness,  and 
believes  in  all  that  we  have  been  doing  to- 
gether these  past  4  years. 

We  think  that  it  will  show  that  the  over- 
v/helming  majority  of  Americans  want  to 
keep  on  the  present  path  to  peace.  The  only 
real  issue  in  this  campaign  is  peace,  how  to 
preserve  it,  how  to  acquire  it,  how  to  main- 
tain it. 

We  want  to  continue  prosperity  that  today 
is  in  its  44th  month,  almost  4  years,  the  long- 
est period  of  time  in  the  history  of  America 
that  we  haven't  had  a  recession. 

We  want  to  fight  an  all-out  war  against 
poverty.    We  don't  like  to  see  poor  people. 
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We  don't  like  to  see  unemployed  people.  We 
don't  like  to  see  hungry  people. 

We  want  to  build  the  Great  Society  of 
our  dreams.  Abraham  Lincoln  abolished 
slavery  and  we  can  abolish  poverty.  So  let's 
get  on  and  do  something  about  it  and  give 
me  the  men  to  help  me  do  something  about 
it. 

We  think  that  that  counting  that  will  take 
place  a  week  from  today  will  show  that  the 
vast  majority  of  voters  in  America  believe 
that  in  this  election  those  who  speak  for  the 
Democratic  Party  speak  for  America. 

But  I  say  this:  Anybody  who  counts  on 
those  votes  before  they  are  in  the  ballot  box 
is  gambling  with  his  life  and  with  the  fu- 
ture of  his  Nation.  The  risk  is  too  great,  and 
that  is  why  I  have  gone  to  43  States  in  this 
Union  since  Labor  Day,  and  those  that  I 
have  missed  Lady  Bird  and  Lynda  Bird  and 
Luci  Baines  have  picked  up. 

I  met  Luci  coming  out  of  the  elevator 
when  I  was  on  my  way  to  Boston,  and  I  said, 
"Well,  where  have  you  been,  young  lady?" 
She  said,  "I  have  covered  the  Dakotas,  I  have 
made  speeches  there,  and  in  Nebraska,  and  it 
is  pretty  difficult  country,  but  I  think  we  are 
going  to  carry  it,  and  I  will  be  so  happy  be- 
cause I  haven't  had  a  weekend  of  my  own 
since  last  May."  Seventeen-year-old  girls 
don't  really  approve  of  that. 

I  hope  nobody  here  this  morning  and  no- 
body in  this  country  wakes  up  next  Wednes- 
day morning  and  looks  over  at  their  wife  or 
their  kinfolks  around  the  breakfast  table 
and  says,  "Gee,  I  just  wish  I  had  tried  a  little 
harder.    I  wish  I  had  worked  a  litde  longer." 

You  know,  down  in  Texas  in  1941  Presi- 
dent Roosevelt  was  very  popular  and  he 
asked  me  to  run  for  the  Senate,  because  he 
said  he  needed  me  to  help  him,  he  needed 
another  Senator  to  work  for  his  program. 
And  I  went  down  there  and  we  worked  aw- 
fully hard.  The  morning  after  the  election 


we  led  by  5,000  votes;  and  3  days  later  we 
lost  by  1,3 1 1,  out  of  a  million  and  a  half.  We 
lost  by  1,311. 

Then  we  waited  7  years,  to  1948,  when 
we  ran  again. 

The  night  before  the  election  I  met  Lady 
Bird — she  had  been  campaigning  in  one  part 
of  the  State  and  I  had  been  campaigning 
in  the  other;  we  had  been  trying  to  cover 
every  city — and  I  said,  "Come  on,  honey, 
we  are  going  home  and  spend  the  night  at 
the  ranch." 

She  said,  "Oh,  no,  we  are  not.  I  am  going 
back  to  Austin  and  I  am  going  to  get  your 
mother,  your  sisters,  your  aunts,  and  your 
uncles,  your  friends,  and  your  cousins,  and 
I  am  going  to  take  the  telephone  book  and 
I  am  going  to  assign  one  of  them  all  the  A's, 
one  of  them  all  the  B's,  one  of  them  all  the 
C's,  one  of  them  all  the  D's,  right  through 
the  Z's,  and  we're  going  to  call  and  say, 
Won't  you  please  go  to  the  polls  and  vote 
for  my  husband?'  Won't  you  please  go  to 
the  polls  and  vote  for  my  son?'  *  Won't  you 
please  go  to  the  polls  and  vote  for  my 
brother?' — or  *my  cousin?'"  And  she  did 
that.  She  went  through  that  telephone 
book — and  we  had  another  million  and  a 
half  votes. 

We  had  the  highest  percentage  of  votes  in 
Austin  in  that  area  we  have  ever  had  before, 
because  so  many  people  said,  "Gee,  I  forgot 
to  go  vote.  I  have  been  busy.  I  thought 
I  would  vote  and  I  would  go  to  the  grocery 
store,  but  I  got  busy  washing  the  dishes  and 
I  haven't  gone  yet.    Yes,  I  will  go  vote." 

We  got  out  the  highest  percentage  we  had 
ever  gotten  out.  I  won  the  nickname  of 
"Landslide  Lyndon"  because  I  won  by  the 
magnificent  total,  out  of  a  million  and  a 
half,  of  87  votes !  And  the  Republicans  have 
been  talking  about  it  ever  since. 

I  have  been  thinking  about  it  ever  since, 
because  if  it  hadn't  been  for  that  extra  work 
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that  she  and  my  mother  and  my  sisters  and 
my  cousins  put  in  that  day,  Texas  would  have 
lost  a  good  Senator. 

There  is  a  lot  at  stake  in  this  election. 
There  are  special  concerns.  People  have 
different  interests  and  there  are  special  in- 
terests in  various  parts  of  the  country.  I 
know^,  as  just  one  example  of  the  special 
problem  that  you  have  here  in  Nev^  Mexico, 
because  we  have  it  down  in  Texas — we  just 
don't  get  enough  water.  And  we  have  a 
drought-stricken  livestock  industry.  We 
know  that  New  Mexico's  cattlemen  are 
facing  a  lot  of  trouble  because  I  am  facing  it 
myself  on  my  own  ranch. 

I  buy  my  cattle  out  here  in  New  Mexico, 
the  best  breeds,  and  ship  them  down  to 
Texas,  and  then  talk  about  what  fine  cattle 
we  raise  down  there.  I  just  have  to  make  a 
confession.  I  buy  them  from  a  fellow  whose 
judgment  about  cattle  is  a  lot  better  than  his 
judgment  about  politics.  He  is  Albert 
Mitchell,  who  used  to  be  Republican  na- 
tional committeeman.  But  he  sure  does 
have  fine  catde. 

I  know  the  problem  we  all  have  with 
them,  and  we  know  the  problem  of  breaking 
up  the  breeding  herds  because  of  no  grass, 
because  of  no  winter  wheat,  because  of  the 
cattle  and  feed  prices.  We  have  tried  to  do 
something  about  this.  We  have  tried  to  do 
it  in  the  Congress,  we  have  tried  to  do  it  in 
the  administration.  We  have  allowed  graz- 
ing on  180,000  acres  of  the  cropland  reserves. 
We  have  moved  120,000  hundredweights  of 
grain  sorghum,  34,000  bushels  of  corn.  We 
have  brought  them  in  here  at  reduced  prices 
with  the  freight  paid. 

We  have  worked  out  voluntary  agreements 
with  countries  like  Australia,  New  Zealand, 
and  Mexico,  which  have  been  sending  beef 
here.  We  have  asked  them  to  hold  their 
beef  and  keep  it  off  our  market.  We  passed 
a  bill  on  imports  that  brings  us  25  percent 


below  the  1963  level. 

In  August  Congress  passed,  and  I  signed, 
a  law  to  cover  this  situation  that  I  just  re- 
ferred to  in  reducing  the  amount  of  meat 
we  bring  in.  We  have  purchased  over  300 
million  pounds  of  beef,  more  than  $150  mil- 
lion worth,  for  the  school  lunch  and  needy 
families  so  we  could  try  to  hold  up  the  price 
of  catde. 

We  have  entered  into  agreements  to  sell 
40  million  pounds  of  beef  abroad  under  the 
Food  for  Peace  program.  We  have  had  our 
Secretary  of  Defense  quit  buying  beef  for  our 
soldiers  overseas,  but  to  ship  it  from  here 
over  there,  even  though  the  cost  may  be  a 
little  more. 

If  more  has  to  be  done,  we  are  going  to  do 
it,  because  I  think  that  we  know  something 
about  the  cattle  business  in  New  Mexico  and 
in  Texas. 

The  business  of  the  Government  I  think 
is  the  people's  business.  We  are  not  going 
to  turn  our  backs  on  trouble  anywhere  in 
this  country.  I  think  poverty  in  the  midst 
of  today's  prosperity  is  a  disgrace,  and  I  think 
we  ought  to  do  something  about  it. 

I  think  the  denial  of  a  complete  education 
to  any  young  man  who  can  use  it,  or  any 
young  woman,  is  wrong,  and  we  are  going  to 
do  something  about  it.  I  think  every  boy 
and  girl  born  in  this  country,  regardless  of 
his  religion,  regardless  of  his  race,  regardless 
of  his  region,  has  a  right  to  all  the  education 
that  he  can  take. 

And  Clint  Anderson  next  year,  like  this 
year,  is  going  to  lead  us  up  to  the  Promised 
Land  where  we  have  a  medical  care  program 
for  our  elder  citizens,  and  we  are  going  to 
pass  it  through  the  Congress  under  social 
security. 

There  are  8,500  more  jobs,  8,500  more,  in 
New  Mexico  today  than  there  were  when 
our  beloved  President  took  office,  the  late 
John  Fitzgerald  Kennedy.    Unemployment 


1489 


[732]    Oct.  28 


Public  Papers  of  the  Presidents 


has  been  reduced  and  reduced  and  reduced 
down  to  where  it  is  just  a  little  over  3  percent. 
But  this  is  still  too  much,  and  we  are  going 
to  get  the  full  employment  that  we  have 
been  talking  about. 

The  tax  cut  bill  will  mean  an  additional 
$42  million  of  expendable  funds  in  New 
Mexico,  and  an  additional  $14  million  here 
in  Albuquerque  that  we  were  taking  in  taxes 
that  we  are  now  sending  back  here.  But  if 
additional  tax  changes  are  necessary  to  get 
our  economy  moving  faster,  and  our  country 
moving  faster,  and  getting  us  to  produce 
more  jobs,  then  we  will  consider  making 
those  changes  in  the  next  Congress. 

We  are  going  to  make  this  system  of  ours 
work  better  and  better  and  better.  Part  of 
the  responsibility  of  Government  is  to  see  to 
it  that  it  doesn't  get  in  the  way,  and  that  it 
doesn't  waste  a  cent  of  money  or  it  doesn't 
waste  a  minute  of  time.  But  when  there  are 
things  that  we  have  to  do  together,  we  will 
work  together,  and  that  is  what  I  am  doing 
with  your  great  Governor,  Jack  Campbell. 

Government  is  not  an  enemy  of  the  people. 
Government  is  the  people  themselves. 

The  greatest  prospects,  the  greatest  risks, 
that  we  will  vote  on  next  Tuesday,  involve 
the  future — the  future  of  your  children,  the 
future  of  the  peace  of  the  world. 

Only  a  year  ago  your  children  were  drink- 
ing radioactive  milk.  The  test  ban  treaty 
was  passed  through  the  Congress.  Only  12 
men  voted  against  it.  Our  opponent  did. 
But  President  Kennedy  had  the  support  of 
the  Republican  leadership  and  men  like 
Senator  Anderson  and  others,  and  they 
passed  it,  and  now  105  nations  have  adopted 
it.  The  air  we  breathe  and  the  milk  we 
drink  and  the  food  that  comes  from  our  soil 
is  all  cleaner  because  of  it. 

So  the  stakes  in  this  election  are  high. 
They  are  success,  but  more  important  than 


success  they  are  survival,  survival  for  you  and 
your  children.  The  issue  really  is,  if  you 
want  to  boil  it  down,  recklessness  against 
responsibility. 

We  cannot  and  we  will  not  abandon  the 
bipartisan  foreign  policy  that  the  Repub- 
licans and  the  Democrats  have  hammered 
out  together  in  this  country  over  the  past 
20  years.    The  risk  is  too  great. 

We  cannot  and  we  will  not  abandon  the 
test  ban  treaty  to  which  I  just  referred,  which 
is  the  world's  insurance  policy  against  pol- 
luting the  air  we  breathe  and  the  milk  we 
give  our  children. 

Already  that  policy  has  paid  off  more  than 
you  will  ever  know,  and  since  this  agree- 
ment was  signed  and  the  tests  stopped,  the 
dread  strontium-89  and  iodine  131  have  dis- 
appeared from  the  environment.  The 
amount  of  strontium-90  and  cesium-137  has 
already  been,  in  i  year,  cut  in  half.  This  is 
technical  language,  but  what  it  means  is  that 
we  can  breathe  safely  again. 

And  one  thing  I  want  to  thank  you  espe- 
cially for  is  that  wonderful  sign  of  the 
scientists  and  engineers  of  New  Mexico. 
You  have  some  of  the  best  in  the  world  lo- 
cated here,  and  about  the  best  supporters  I 
have  in  the  United  States  are  the  scientists 
and  the  engineers. 

They  work  with  their  test  tubes,  they  work 
in  their  laboratories,  they  are  not  political 
speakers,  although  I  wish  some  of  them 
would  get  on  the  television  out  here  and  tell 
you  people  the  facts  of  life,  because  they 
know  what  is  happening  in  the  world;  they 
have  created  these  things;  they  have  brought 
them  into  existence.  They  know  the 
dangers.  They  know  the  only  thing  really 
important  is  survival. 

I  don't  think  we  will  listen  to  those  who 
voted  against  that  treaty.  I  don't  think  we 
will  let  them  lead  this  Nation.    I  don't  think 
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we  will  give  them  that  trust.  Why?  Be- 
cause the  risk  to  you  and  your  children  is  too 
great. 

We  cannot  and  we  will  not  play  the  war 
game  of  bluff  and  bluster.  We  want  to 
speak  softly  and  act  prudently.  We  want  to 
be  prepared,  the  mightiest  nation  in  the 
world,  with  all  the  bombers  we  need  and  all 
the  rockets  that  are  necessary. 

But  we  don't  think  that  we  ought  to  rear 
back  and  throw  out  our  chest  and  shoot  from 
the  hip  and  say,  "We  are  going  to  rattle  our 
rockets  and  we  are  going  to  bluff  you  with 
our  bombs,  and  we  are  going  to  issue  ulti- 
matums to  all  the  other  120  nations  that 
*You  do  it  like  we  do  or  else,' "  because  we 
don't  think  that  will  keep  peace  in  the  world. 

So  what  we  are  going  to  do  is  to  keep  the 
strength  that  makes  our  adversaries  sure  that 
America  can  defend  herself  and  will.  We 
will  keep  the  steadiness  of  purpose  that 
makes  our  allies — and  I  saw  the  Foreign 
Secretary  of  Great  Britain  only  yesterday 
morning — sure  that  we  are  going  to  be  re- 
sponsible. We  will  keep  the  course  that 
makes  our  adversaries  and  our  allies  alike 
sure  that  the  number  one  thing  that  we  are 
dedicated  to  in  America  is  peace  on  earth, 
good  will  toward  men.  We  will  keep  the 
peace. 

Now  that,  most  of  all,  is  what  this  election 
is  all  about,  keeping  the  peace. 

Which  man  do  you  think  can  keep  the 
peace? 

Which  man  do  you  want  to  have  his 
thumb  close  to  that  atomic  button  ? 

Which  man  do  you  want  to  reach  over 
when  that  line  rings,  when  that  phone 
jingles,  and  it  is  the  "hot  line"  and  it  is 
Moscow  calling?  Who  do  you  want  to 
have  pick  up  and  answer  it  and  speak  for 
you? 


You  have  to  decide  that.  I  haven't  come 
out  here  to  tell  you.  That  is  a  matter  for 
your  judgment.  That  is  a  matter  for  your 
conscience. 

No  mother  will  ever  make  a  more  im- 
portant decision.  No  young  man  or  woman 
between  21  and  29  will  ever  make  a  more 
important  decision  because  it  may  involve 
their  life,  it  may  involve  their  home,  their 
future.    It  involves  everything. 

I  think  it  would  be  presumptuous  for  me 
to  indicate  that  I  have  any  special  powers  or 
that  I  am  any  more  patriotic,  or  any  more 
concerned  with  the  welfare  of  people  than 
men  in  the  other  party,  because  that  is  not 
true,  but  you  have  to  make  a  decision  which 
of  the  two  you  want. 

I  think  that  I  know  enough  about  the 
people  of  the  United  States  because  I  have 
been  from  Maine  to  California,  I  think  I 
know  that  they  know  in  their  hearts  what  is 
right  and  they  are  going  to  do  it  Novem- 
ber 3d. 

Now,  folks,  I  want  to  tell  you  good  luck, 
goodby.  I  have  to  get  away  from  here  be- 
cause Clint  Anderson,  Tom  Morris,  and  Joe 
Montoya  have  already  talked  to  me  about  two 
new  projects  for  New  Mexico,  and  they  will 
have  my  coat  and  my  shirt  if  I  don't  go  on 
to  California. 

Thank  you  and  goodby. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  9:15  a.m.  in  Johnson 
Gymnasium  at  the  University  of  New  Mexico  in 
Albuquerque.  In  his  opening  words  he  referred  to 
Governor  Jack  M.  Campbell,  Senator  Clinton  P. 
Anderson,  Representative  Joseph  M.  Montoya,  Demo- 
cratic candidate  for  Senator,  and  Representative 
Thomas  G.  Morris,  all  of  New  Mexico.  During  the 
course  of  his  remarks  he  referred  to,  among  others, 
E.  S.  (Johnny)  Walker,  Democratic  candidate  for 
Representative  at  Large  from  New  Mexico,  and 
Albert  K.  Mitchell,  former  Republican  national 
committeeman. 

The  text  of  the  remarks  of  Mrs.  Johnson,  who 
spoke  briefly,  was  also  released. 
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733    Remarks  at  City  Hall  in  Los  Angeles. 
October  28,  1964 


WHICH    Johnson    do    you   want?     Lady 

Bird?     All  right. 

[At  this  point  Mrs.  Johnson  spo\e  brie-fly.  She  said, 
"It  is  a  thrilling  thing  to  loo\  at  the  faces  of  so  many 
of  the  people  for  whom  my  husband  tries  very  hard 
to  do  a  good  job.  Than\  you  for  coming  out  to 
welcome  us  to  your  beautiful  State."  The  President 
then  resumed  speaking?^ 

All  right,  now,  I  guess  it  is  all  right  for 

me  to  go  ahead. 


My  jellotu  Americans: 

It  is  great  to  be  back  in  the  biggest  city  in 
America,  to  see  the  biggest  crowds  of  all 
time,  and  to  have  you  tell  me  that  you  are 
going  to  the  polls  next  Tuesday  and  give 
the  Democrats  the  biggest  election  victory 
in  the  history  of  California. 

Ever  since  the  war  California  has  been  the 
biggest  in  everything.  Coming  from  Texas, 
where  I  do,  that  is  really  saying  something. 
California  has  the  biggest  growth  of  any 
iState  in  the  Union.  California  has  the 
biggest  problems  of  any  State  in  the  Union. 

Your  great  Republican  Governor,  Earl 
Warren,  saw  those  problems  coming  and  he 
made  long-range  plans  to  solve  them.  Your 
beloved  and  great  Democratic  Governor  Pat 
Brown  reworked  those  plans  and  has  carried 
on  and  has  worked  out  new  programs  to 
solve  those  problems  to  the  point  that  today 
California  is  the  number  one  State  in  the 
Union.  And  your  brand  new  Senator, 
Pierre  Salinger,  is  going  to  come  down  to 
Washington,  and  with  Senator  Kuchel,  and 
with  your  good  delegation  in  the  House,  and 
with  what  I  hope  will  be  a  Democratic 
President,  we  are  going  to  continue  to  keep 
California  moving. 

You  need  Pierre  Salinger  in  the  Senate.  I 
need  him  in  Washington.  The  Nation 
needs    him,   because   this   forward-looking 


State  must  have  a  forward-looking  Senator, 
not  a  turnback  one.  California  must  have  a 
Senator  who  says,  "I  believe  we  can  do  it,  I 
am  a  *can-do  man*  "  instead  of  one  who  says, 
"It  is  socialism.  I  doubt  it.  We  have  failed. 
Let's  go  back  to  the  status  quo." 

You  need,  and  the  Nation  needs,  Ed  Roy- 
bal  back  in  the  House,  where  he  can  continue 
to  fight  the  people's  battles  for  the  people's 
good.  He  has  stood  by  my  side  when  I  was 
Vice  President,  when  I  was  President,  and 
helped  me  represent  all  the  people  of  this 
Nation,  the  richest  and  the  poorest,  the 
wisest  and  the  ones  that  were  dropouts.  But 
he  has  stood  up  there  fighting  every  inch  of 
the  way  that  we  have  equal  opportunity  for 
every  American,  regardless  of  how  he  spells 
his  name,  regardless  of  what  church  he  goes 
to,  regardless  of  his  color — equal  opportunity 
for  all,  special  privilege  for  none. 

Chet  Holifield  nominated  me  for  Vice 
President.  Jimmy  Roosevelt  brought  me  to 
Washington  and  helped  me  when  I  was  a 
secretary  there.  I  would  like  to  tell  you  all 
about  this  wonderful  California  delegation, 
but  my  wife  has  already  told  me  that  I  speak 
too  long  and  we  have  five  more  speeches 
today,  so  all  I  want  to  do  is  to  thank  you  for 
the  good  Democrats  like  Chet  Holifield, 
Cecil  King,  Jimmy  Roosevelt,  and  the  dozens 
of  others  that  you  send  to  Washington,  and 
that  includes  all  the  Democratic  Members 
of  your  delegation.  I  commend  you  for  it, 
because  no  State  in  the  Union  can  boast  of  a 
harder  working,  a  more  effective  group  of 
Congressmen  than  the  State  of  California. 

Now,  I  want  to  get  down  to  a  little  busi- 
ness with  you.  This  session  of  Congress  that 
has  just  ended  accomplished  so  much  for  just 
one  reason:  The  responsible  leaders  of  both 
political  parties  worked  together  for  the  good 
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of  the  country.  That  is  the  way  I  think  it 
ought  to  be.  Pat  Brown  is  a  great  Demo- 
crat, but  he  has  carried  on  in  the  great  tradi- 
tion of  a  Republican  Governor,  Earl  Warren. 
And  that  is  the  way  it  ought  to  be. 

In  the  White  House  for  the  last  20  years, 
five  Presidents  from  both  parties  have 
adopted  a  bipartisan  foreign  policy.  That 
bipartisan  foreign  policy  has  kept  us  out  of 
war  and  has  kept  us  at  peace,  and  has  left 
your  boy  at  home.  And  that  is  the  way  it 
ought  to  be,  and  that  is  the  way  it  is  going  to 
be  after  November  3d. 

As  we  meet  here  today,  the  United  States  is 
in  the  44th  month,  almost  4  years,  of  unprec- 
edented national  prosperity.  We  have  72.5 
million  men  and  women  working.  They 
are  drawing  an  average  weekly  wage  of  $104, 
the  highest  in  the  history.  They  are  work- 
ing fewer  hours  per  day,  fewer  days  per 
week,  fewer  weeks  per  month,  fewer  months 
per  year.  The  corporations  of  this  country 
that  employed  them  in  the  last  12  months 
made  f  12  billion  more  after  taxes  than  they 
did  the  year  before,  and  I  am  glad  they  did, 
because  the  laborers  that  work  for  them 
made  |6o  billion  more  after  taxes  than  they 
did  the  year  before. 

So  we  have  peace  in  the  world  and  we 
have  peace  between  the  employer  and  the 
employee. 

We  had  a  little  argument  up  at  General 
Motors,  but  it  didn't  last  very  long.  We 
didn't  get  very  tough.  We  didn't  issue  any 
ultimatums.  We  didn't  put  any  pistols  on 
our  hip.  And  we  didn't  shoot  from  our  hip, 
either. 

But  we  talked  to  both  Mr.  Reuther  of  the 
UAW  and  we  talked  to  Mr.  Donner  of  Gen- 
eral Motors,  and  we  said,  "Both  of  you  are 
responsible,  both  of  you  are  smart,  both  of 
you  are  intelligent" — General  Motors  is  the 
biggest  corporation  in  this  country,  they 
spent  $16  billion  last  year;  Mr.  Reuther  is  the 


head  of  one  of  the  strongest  unions — "Now, 
you  sit  there  across  that  table  and  in  the 
words  of  the  Bible,  the  prophet  Isaiah,  you 
reason  together  and  you  find  some  solution. 
And  if  you  don't  do  it,  when  it  gets  to  hurt- 
ing America,  I  am  going  to  come  up  there 
and  pull  my  chair  up  to  that  table  and  talk 
to  you!" 

Do  you  know  that  since  November  22d, 
when  I  became  President,  we  have  not  lost 
even  i  percent  of  the  number  of  hours  that 
we  have  worked  because  of  strikes,  not  even 
one-half  of  i  percent,  not  even  one-quarter 
of  I  percent.  We  have  lost  fourteen  one- 
hundredths  of  i  percent  of  the  hours  we  have 
worked — that  is  almost  too  small  to  calcu- 
late— and  we  did  that  accidentally. 

So  I  think  it  is  good  when  business  is  doing 
well,  when  labor  is  doing  well,  because 
if  they  have  a  great  big  pie  that  they  can 
divide  when  they  get  through  paying  their 
expenses  and  their  wages  do  you  know  what 
happens?  I  come  in  representing  all  the 
people.  Uncle  Sam,  and  I  take  my  butcher 
knife  and  I  slice  out  52  percent  of  it  for  the 
Government.  So  the  better  business  is,  the 
better  wages  are,  the  better  times  are,  the 
better  off  it  is  for  the  Government. 

I  don't  believe  in  harassing  people;  I  be- 
lieve in  encouraging  them.  I  don't  believe  in 
hating  people;  I  believe  in  loving  them.  I 
am  not  filled  with  fear;  I  am  filled  with  faith. 
I  am  not  going  around  grouchy  always 
doubting  that  it  will  work. 

I  remember  we  had  an  old  man  in  my 
town  in  Texas.  We  lived  way  out  in  the 
country.  Finally  we  got  a  little  railroad  30 
miles  from  where  I  lived.  When  it  got 
there,  the  old  man  said  it  would  never  work, 
and  so  forth.  Finally  the  day  came  and  we 
had  the  queen  cut  the  ribbon  and  the  train 
started  off  for  San  Antonio.  The  old  man 
said,  "Well,  I  have  been  saying  now  for  3 
months  they  would  never  get  her  started  and 
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I  don't  think  they  will  ever  get  her  stopped." 

Now,  that  kind  of  faith  in  the  future  is 
not  what  built  California.  That  kind  of 
faith  in  the  future  is  not  what  made  this 
the  greatest  educational  State  in  the  Union. 
That  kind  of  faith  in  the  future  is  not  what 
made  this  the  greatest  space  and  the  great- 
est aeronautical  and  the  greatest  missile,  the 
greatest  technological  State  in  the  Union. 
That  kind  of  faith  is  not  what  has  given 
you  your  great  University  of  CaHfornia  and 
all  your  fine  institutions  of  higher  learning. 

But  we  are  not  satisfied.  We  are  going 
ahead  full  speed.  We  are  going  forward 
to  a  future  of  horizons  that  are  unlimited. 

The  first  horizon  that  we  seek  is  unlimited 
opportunity  for  every  citizen,  regardless  of 
where  his  poppa  came  from,  regardless  of  the 
color  of  his  skin,  regardless  of  the  church 
that  he  goes  to,  regardless  of  the  region 
where  he  lives.    We  are  all  Americans. 

The  second  horizon  that  we  seek  is  the 
best  educational  opportunity  that  every 
cliild  can  get,  and  we  want  every  boy  and 
girl  born  under  that  flag,  when  he  or  she 
discovers  America  and  comes  in  squealing, 
w^e  want  him  to  know  that  he  has  the  right  to 
all  the  education  that  he  can  absorb.  Be- 
cause I  will  tell  you,  these  dropouts  and 
these  folks  that  finish  grade  school  in  the 
year  2000,  when  we  have  an  average  income 
predicted  of  $15,000  per  family  per  year,  it 
is  going  to  be  pretty  hard  for  them  to  com- 
pete in  this  technological  age,  so  we  ought 
to  prepare  them  for  what  they  face  up  to. 
Twenty-one  million  dropped  out  of  high 
school  and  didn't  go  on  to  college. 

If  we  are  going  to  compete  with  the  So- 
viet Union,  we  are  not  only  going  to  have 
to  have  the  best  heels  and  the  best  hearts 
that  we  can,  but  we  are  going  to  have  to  have 
the  best  heads.  You  don't  want  some  boy 
that  went  to  a  red  schoolhouse  and  dropped 


out  in  the  third  grade  and  went  off  as  a  road- 
hand  like  I  did  when  I  ran  off  to  California 
when  I  finished  school,  you  don't  want  him 
to  be  in  your  spaceship  with  John  Glenn 
orbiting  the  earth.  You  want  somebody 
that  knows  where  the  buttons  are  and  how 
to  mash  them  and  touch  them. 

The  third  horizon  that  we  seek  is  the  hori- 
zon of  personal  security.  We  are  not  going 
to  make  our  social  security  system  voluntary. 
That  is  just  another  way  of  saying,  "Well, 
let  her  go." 

I  don't  know  how  much  you  have — ^you 
may  have  some  debts,  and  you  may  have 
a  husband  at  home,  and  you  may  have  some 
grandchildren — but  the  thing  that  is  really 
important  to  every  person  out  there  in  that 
audience  today  is  that  social  security  card, 
because  that  is  going  to  permit  you  to  live 
out  the  twilight  of  your  career  in  decency 
and  dignity  without  going  to  the  poorhouse 
or  without  having  to  have  your  kids  come 
and  take  care  of  you. 

I  was  so  glad  to  see  some  of  the  leaders 
that  had  been  active  here  in  California  in 
promoting  the  cause  of  our  elder  citizens. 
I  was  so  happy  to  see  them  standing  out  there 
today — Mr.  McLain  and  others — on  the 
sidewalks  waving  as  we  went  by. 

I  came  here  to  tell  you  direct,  not  through 
any  interpreter  or  third  person,  that  if  you 
will  send  Ed  Roybal  back  there  and  these 
Democratic  Congressmen  to  help  me,  and 
give  me  Pierre  Salinger,  to  represent  the 
State  of  California  and  stand  up  on  that  floor 
and  fight  like  a  tiger,  we  are  going  to  ex- 
pand that  social  security  system  and  we  are 
going  to  strengthen  it.  We  are  going  to 
make  it  stronger  and  better,  and  we  are  go- 
ing to  add  medical  care  under  social  security. 

They  say  I  have  talked  20  minutes.  I 
have  five  more  speeches  today.  They  don't 
want  me  to  run  down  before  next  Tuesday. 
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[Ai  this  point  there  was  a  disturbance  in  the  crowd.] 

Don't  you  Johnson  people  do  that.  Let's 
always  be  nice.  When  your  neighbor  comes 
over  to  your  house,  and  he  has  been  living 
there  alone  for  a  long  time  and  he  gets 
lonesome,  and  he  comes  to  visit  you,  even 
if  he  does  kind  of  start  doing  all  the  talk- 
ing, you  be  nice  to  him  and  courteous,  be- 
cause everybody  is  entitled  to  associate  w^ith 
good  company  every  once  in  a  while. 

A  fellow  told  me  yesterday,  I  guess  it  was 
in  Boston,  they  actually  found  an  adult  up 
there  with  one  of  those  signs.  We  had  about 
a  33-mile  caravan  and  they  looked  it  all  over 
very  carefully,  but  they  finally  found  one 
adult  that  had  one  of  those  signs.  I  asked 
him  what  was  on  it,  and  he  said,  "Well,  we 
thought  it  was  an  ugly  sign  until  we  got  up 
close  to  where  we  could  read.  It  was  a  home- 
made sign  and  it  said,  *Gold  for  the  rich, 
and  water  for  the  poor,  and  Johnson  for 
President/' " 

Let's  let  them  come  in  here  and  talk  about 
socialism.  When  I  went  to  Washington  un- 
der President  Roosevelt  in  1933,  when  he 
was  talking  about  keeping  the  banks  from 
being  closed,  and  he  was  trying  to  reopen 
them  again,  when  he  had  the  soup  lines, 
when  he  had  the  CCC,  when  he  was  trying 
to  do  things  where  people  didn't  starve  to 
death,  they  just  talked  about  socialism,  so- 
cialism. And  finally  one  old  boy  said,  "You 
can't  eat  socialism." 

It  is  that  same  old  crowd.  I  remember 
when  we  had  the  minimum  wage  up.  We 
had  a  minimum  wage  in  1938  for  25  cents  an 
hour.  My  daddy  was  on  this  death  bed  and 
he  died  that  night,  and  I  was  sitting  there  lis- 
tening to  the  radio  with  him  when  Presi- 
dent Roosevelt  went  on  the  radio  and  ap- 
pealed to  us  to  come  back  to  Congress  so 
that  widow  women  wouldn't  have  to  work 
in  pecan-shelling  plants  for  7  cents  an  hour, 


56  cents  a  day,  trying  to  feed  their  families. 
He  said,  "Let's  come  back  and  have  a  mini- 
mum wage  of  25  cents  an  hour."  They  all 
said,  "socialism."  And  the  same  old  crowd 
is  saying  the  same  old  lines,  and  I  think  they 
are  written  by  the  same  old  man. 

But  it  takes  all  kinds  of  people  to  make  a 
world.  We  don't  all  see  everything  alike.  If 
we  did,  we  would  all  want  the  same  wife. 

Things  are  getting  better,  things  are  get- 
ting better  every  day.  All  we  need  to  do  now 
is  to  go  around  and  talk  about  positive 
things,  about  the  issues,  about  peace,  about 
prosperity,  about  social  security,  about  jobs, 
about  medical  care.  We  talk  issues;  we  don't 
talk  personalities.  And  listen,  let  them  talk 
about  anything  they  want  to,  because  if  they 
get  happy  and  enjoy  it,  and  they  get  a  great 
thrill  out  of  hollering  "socialism,"  let  them 
be  happy. 

That  is  one  thing  that  worries  me  about 
seeing  some  of  these  folks  that  oppose  us, 
because  I  like  the  lot  of  them.  But  if  you 
look  at  them  with  these  signs,  you  rarely 
ever  see  a  fellow  that  has  one  who  is  smiling. 
I  asked  a  little  boy  the  other  day,  and  they 
just  paid  him  50  cents  an  hour  to  carry  them. 
And  the  minimum  wage  is  f  1.25 ! 

But  let  me  talk  about  the  horizons  now. 
I  got  interrupted.  I  want  to  talk  about  the 
horizons. 

The  fourth  horizon — some  of  these  peo- 
ple don't  understand  horizons  because  they 
look  backward,  they  don't  look  forward — 
the  fourth  horizon  is  the  horizon  of  dis- 
covery. We  face  the  unknown  challenge  of 
outer  space.  When  the  Russians  sent  up 
Sputnik  I,  anybody  that  could  read  and 
write  in  this  country  got  frightened. 

I  immediately  went  to  Washington  and 
called  an  investigation,  and  we  had  the  best 
military  experts  in  the  world  come  there  and 
testify.    While  they  were  testifying,  the  Rus- 


1495 


[733]    Oct.  28 


Public  Papers  of  the  Presidents 


sians  sent  up  Sputnik  II,  "Beep,  beep,  beep," 
around  in  the  air. 

They  called  for  some  comments  from 
some  leaders.  I  said  we  better  get  going, 
we  better  step  up  our  effort.  My  opponent 
said,  and  this  is  approximately  what  he 
said,  about  what  he  said,  "I  am  not  wor- 
ried about  somebody  putting  a  basket- 
ball in  the  air  that  says,  *Beep,  beep,  beep.' 
I  would  rather  lob  one  into  the  men's  room 
in  the  Kremlin." 

That  is  a  problem  for  us.  You  cannot 
be  first  on  earth  and  second  in  space.  That 
is  just  impossible.  If  you  want  to  lead  the 
world,  you  have  to  lead  it.  The  British  had 
the  greatest  navy  in  all  the  world  and  she 
dominated  the  seas  and  she  led  the  world 
for  centuries.  We  came  along  with  the  air- 
plane, an  industry  that  was  begun  here  in 
California,  and  because  we  had  the  greatest 
air  power  in  the  world  we  have  led  the 
world  and  we  have  preserved  peace  for  20 
years.  We  won  World  War  II  with  the 
airplane. 

Now  what  we  do  in  space  is  going  to  de- 
termine how  we  live.  Tiros  IV  told  us  48 
hours  in  advance  that  we  were  going  to  have 
Hurricane  Carla,  and  we  moved  all  the  peo- 
ple from  Galveston,  Tex.,  up  to  our  capital, 
200  miles,  bumper  to  bumper,  and  we 
never  lost  a  life  because  we  had  that  notice. 
In  1905  we  had  the  same  kind  of  a  hurri- 
cane and  we  lost  100  or  200  lives. 

So  that  is  what  space  is  doing  for  us.  That 
is  what  your  technicians  are  doing.  That  is 
what  your  scientists  are  doing.  We  face 
tremendous  revolutions  in  science  and 
technology. 

John  Glenn  came  in  yesterday  and  I  pro- 
moted him  to  full  colonel.  I  had  a  little  fun 
out  of  him.  I  said  a  fellow  that  can  orbit 
the  earth  and  didn't  know  how  to  stand  up 
in  a  bathtub — there  is  something  wrong  with 
him. 


But  we  must  act  now  to  control  and  to  ap- 
ply what  we  learn  to  improve  our  daily  lives. 

First,  we  have  to  learn  to  discover  the  cause 
of  disease,  heart  attacks,  high  blood  pressure, 
strokes,  cancer.  I  have  a  committee  work- 
ing on  that  now  and  they  are  eagerly  search- 
ing, trying  to  find  that  answer. 

Second,  we  are  going  to  have  to  rebuild 
our  cities.  They  have  filled  up  with  slums 
and  we  see  kids  out  there  playing  in  the 
streets  when  the  cars  are  trying  to  drive  by. 
It  is  a  terrible  disgrace.  We  are  going  to 
have  to  reshape  our  mass  transit  facilities 
because  some  men  spend  3  hours  going  to 
and  from  work  every  day — ^3  hours  wasted. 
They  ought  to  go  in  20  minutes.  We  can't 
go  in  a  horse  and  buggy  any  more.  We  have 
to  improve  our  mass  transit.  If  John  Glenn 
can  go  around  the  world,  we  have  to  find 
some  way  to  get  from  a  suburb  to  our  plant. 

We  have  to  purify  our  air  and  we  have  to 
desalt  our  oceans.  Now  just  put  your  head  to 
working  just  a  minute.  Think  about  when 
we  are  able  to  go  out  in  the  Atlantic  and  the 
Pacific  and  the  other  great  bodies  of  water 
in  the  world  and  take  all  the  salt  out  of  it 
and  make  pure  water.  We  are  going  to 
make  all  the  deserts  bloom. 

This  little  problem  that  you  have  with  my 
friend,  who  has  temporarily  captured  the 
Republican  Party,  about  water  in  Arizona; 
I  want  all  these  folks  that  arc  asking  me 
what  about  this  other  fellow — I  don't  want 
to  call  his  name — I  want  to  ask  what  is  Ari- 
zona really  going  to  do  to  California  in  this 
water  situation? 

I  want  each  of  you  to  give  a  little  thought 
to  it  and  ask  yourself  that  question.  But  our 
program  has  to  be  to  desalt  the  seas  and  re- 
bloom  the  deserts.  There  are  a  hundred 
other  ways  that  we  can  make  our  world  a 
better  place  to  live.  So  why  do  we  want  to 
go  around  being  grouchy? 

Fifth,  we  must  pursue  with  patience  and 
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perseverance,  with  strength  and  with  sanity, 
the  unlimited  horizon  of  universal  peace. 

When  I  was  a  young  man  first  entering 
politics,  I  had  an  argument  about  an  REA 
project  and  I  got  very  irritated  after  2  or  3 
days  because  the  old  president  of  the  power 
company  wouldn't  give  in  at  all.  I  finally 
got  up  one  day  and  made  a  little  speech  be- 
fore the  board  of  directors,  and  I  said,  "You 
can  take  a  running  jump,  as  far  as  I  am  con- 
cerned, and  go  straight  to  you  know  where," 
and  everybody  applauded  me.  I  was  mighty 
brave.  I  was  bravado.  I  talked  big,  and  I 
told  the  president  of  the  biggest  power  com- 
pany in  the  State  of  Texas  to  go  straight  to — 
and  they  all  applauded  me  except  one  old 
man  who  was  general  counsel,  a  lawyer.  I 
went  by,  and  he  was  my  friend,  and  I  said, 
"How  did  you  like  my  speech?"  I  could 
tell  from  the  way  he  looked  how  he  liked  my 
speech.  He  said,  "Come  by  the  office,  son, 
when  this  is  over.  I  want  to  talk  to  you." 
I  went  by,  and  he  said,  "You  are  young,  and 

1  worked  up  this  meeting  and  got  the  board 
of  directors  of  the  REA  and  the  power  com- 
pany together.  It  took  me  2  months  to  get 
the  meeting  together,  and  you  busted  it  up  in 

2  minutes."  He  said,  "Any  jackass  can  kick 
a  barn  down.  It  takes  a  carpenter  to  build 
one." 

He  said,  "Let's  analyze  what  you  said. 
You  said  that  this  fellow  could  go  straight 
to  hell.  In  the  first  place,  he  doesn't  want 
to  go,  and  you  have  no  power  to  make  him 
go."  He  said,  "It  is  hot  down  there,  and 
from  what  he  has  heard  about  it,  it  is  not  a 
very  desirable  place  to  live.  And  if  you 
can't  get  him  to  enter  into  this  agreement  on 
REA,  you  can't  get  him  to  agree  with  you 
to  go  straight  to " 

He  said,  "The  first  thing  I  think  you  ought 
to  learn,  because  I  hope  that  you  go  some- 
where in  public  life — you  are  a  young  Con- 
gressman, you  have  great  chances.  President 


Roosevelt  has  tried  to  help  you — the  first 
thing  that  you  ought  to  get  in  your  noggin  is 
telling  a  man  to  go  to  hell  and  making  him 
go  are  two  different  propositions." 

I  thought  about  that  when  Bob  Taft  was 
the  Republican  leader  of  the  Senate  and  I  was 
Democratic.  A  lot  of  times  I  felt  like  get- 
ting up  and  saying,  "You  go  straight  to " 

When  Bill  Knowland  from  your  great  State 
of  California,  when  he  was  the  leader,  I  had 
on  occasions  some  indications  that  I  might 
want  to  express  very  freely,  but  I  kept  think- 
ing about  what  that  old  man  told  me.  When 
Senator  Dirksen  came  along  and  we  dis- 
agreed, I  thought  the  same  thing. 

So  now  that  we  live  in  a  world  with  120 
other  nations  and  112  of  them  are  in  the 
United  Nations,  you  can't  have  government 
by  ultimatum.  Just  because  we  are  power- 
ful, we  can't  just  mash  a  button  and  tell  an 
independent  country  to  go  to — ^because  they 
don't  want  to  go  to — and  we  don't  get  very 
far  ratding  our  rockets  or  lobbing  them  into 
the  men's  rooms,  or  bluffing  with  our  bombs. 

I  saw  President  Kennedy  in  the  Cuban 
crisis  in  38  different  meetings,  and  we  got  up 
to  the  last  hours.  Khrushchev  had  his  mis- 
siles trained  on  this  country  that  would 
completely  wipe  out  San  Francisco  and  Los 
Angeles.     There  would  be  no  life  left. 

Those  men  stood  there,  one  speaking  for 
the  United  States  and  the  free  world,  and 
the  other  speaking  for  the  Communist  world. 
They  got  eyeball  to  eyeball,  and  I  saw  the 
generals  with  their  stars  come  into  the  room 
and  the  admirals  with  their  braid,  and  the 
Secretary  of  State  with  all  of  his  diplomatic 
experience.    I  listened  to  every  word. 

I  never  left  home  a  single  morning  that  I 
knew  I  would  get  back  that  night  to  see 
Lady  Bird  and  those  daughters. 

So  as  a  little  boy  in  my  country  used  to 
say,  we  were  doing  some  pretty  heavy  think- 
ing, because  we  were  right  up  to  the  gun. 
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But  Mr.  Kennedy  put  his  knife  right  there 
in  his  ribs  and  he  held  it,  Khrushchev  put  his 
there  and  he  held  it,  and  neither  one  of  them 
shook  or  trembled  or  developed  palsy; 
neither  one  of  them  wobbled.  Our  planes 
were  in  the  air.  They  had  their  bombs  in 
them.  Our  Navy  was  on  the  seas;  they  were 
ready. 

But  Mr.  Khrushchev  finally  decided 
rather  than  to  see  300  million  people  killed 
and  the  Soviet  Union  wiped  out — and  they 
could  wipe  out  America,  too — that  humiliat- 
ing as  it  was,  it  might  be  a  little  wiser  to 
wrap  up  his  missiles  in  those  tarpaulins  and 
put  them  on  those  ships  and  take  them  back 
home,  and  that  is  what  he  did. 

We  are  going  to  educate  our  people,  we  are 
going  to  give  them  jobs,  we  are  going  to  pro- 
vide social  security,  we  are  going  to  give 
them  more  leisure  time,  we  are  going  to  im- 
prove the  countryside,  we  are  going  to  have 
more  recreational  areas,  we  are  going  to  treat 
all  Americans  equally  and  then  there  won't 
be  a  single  one  that  will  want  communism. 

But  in  that  time  when  we  sat  in  that  room 
trying  to  decide  what  was  best  to  do,  and 
even  after  it  was  over  we  didn't  brag  about 
it,  we  didn't  say  much  about  what  had 
happened  because  we  didn't  want  to  provoke 
anybody  and  make  it  more  embarrassing — 
we  worked  out  the  test  ban  treaty  a  little 
later,  we  worked  out  the  "hot  line"  a  little 
later,  we  worked  out  the  agreement  not  to 
use  armament  in  space  a  little  later,  we 
worked  out  the  desalinization  agreement  a 
little  later — what  I  want  to  say  to  you  is  dur- 
ing that  period  I  sat  across  on  one  side  of  the 
table  as  Vice  President  and  the  President  of 
this  country  sat  across  on  the  other,  and  I  am 
proud  to  tell  you  that  the  coolest  head  in  that 
room  was  John  Fitzgerald  Kennedy. 

There  are  some  voices  going  around  talk- 
ing about  how  he  framed  it  all  up,  and  they 
are  making  charges  they  didn't  make  in  his 


lifetime.  They  are  making  accusations  that 
he  is  not  here  to  answer.  But  I  think  you 
are  going  to  give  them  an  answer  loud  and 
clear  next  Tuesday. 

Economic  and  social  progress  are  only  a 
part  of  a  President's  job.  Far  above  them 
and  far  above  everything  else  is  the  Presi- 
dent's inescapable  and  awesome  responsi- 
bility that  I  just  talked  about  in  the  Cuban 
missile  crisis.  His  first  responsibility,  the 
only  real  issue  in  this  campaign,  the  only 
thing  that  you  ought  to  be  concerned  about 
at  all,  is  who  can  best  keep  the  peace? 

There  are  great  and  troubled  changes  go- 
ing on  in  the  world  as  we  meet  here.  I 
heard  about  some  of  them  in  the  trailer  when 
I  talked  to  Washington  a  moment  ago,  and 
when  they  break  upon  the  world,  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  must  act. 

Mr.  McNamara  called  me  and  told  me 
that  our  destroyers  had  been  fired  upon,  our 
flag  had  been  shot  at,  and  we  had  to  act,  and 
we  did  act  in  the  Tonkin  Gulf,  but  we  had 
to  think  before  we  acted.  In  the  nuclear 
age,  the  President  doesn't  get  a  second 
chance  to  make  a  second  guess.  If  he 
mashes  that  button,  that  is  it.  So  we  cannot 
make  a  foreign  policy,  we  cannot  keep  the 
peace  by  bluff  and  bluster  and  by  threats  and 
ultimatums. 

We  can  keep  the  peace  and  we  can  only 
keep  the  peace  by  two  methods:  first,  with  a 
strong  defense,  and  we  are  today,  I  tell  you 
as  your  Commander  in  Chief,  the  mightiest 
nation  in  all  the  world;  and  second,  we  can 
keep  the  peace  in  the  words  of  the  prophet 
Isaiah,  by  reasoning  together,  by  responsi- 
bility, by  negotiation. 

Strong  defense  comes  first.  As  your 
Commander  in  Chief  I  have  told  you  of  how 
we  stand  with  the  other  nations  on  this 
earth,  stronger  than  all  of  them.  And  you 
helped  make  it  that  way. 

President  Kennedy  spent  $40  billion  more 
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on  defense  and  space  in  4  years  than  was 
being  spent  when  he  went  in.  That  is  why 
we  are  strong,  and  that  is  why  we  are  going 
to  continue  to  be  strong,  and  that  is  why  I 
am  going  to  keep  it  that  way. 

But  it  is  not  enough  to  be  strong.  You 
must  also  be  prudent,  and  you  must  also  be 
wise,  and  you  must  also  be  firm,  and  you 
must  also  be  reasonable.  We  must  be  brave. 
I  admire  a  brave  man.  But  there  are  some 
people  that  have  more  guts  than  brains,  and 
we  must  be,  above  all,  responsible.  The 
stakes  are  too  high  to  be  reckless;  you  have 
too  much  to  lose  to  be  reckless. 

Now,  more  than  ever  before  in  history, 
now  in  the  nuclear  age,  now  with  the  world- 
shaking  changes,  now  that  the  Communists 
have  the  bomb,  that  is  another  nation  that 
has  it.  We  just  can't  afford  to  take  reckless 
or  needless  chances.  Somebody  said  the 
other  day  after  the  Chinese  got  the  bomb  that 
it  would  really  be  bad  if  both  of  them  got  it 
at  the  same  time. 

We  must  dedicate  ourselves  with  all  of 
our  heart  and  all  of  our  strength  and  with 
all  of  our  intelligence,  all  our  wisdom,  all 
of  our  patience,  to  the  greatest  undertaking 
in  the  world.  And  what  is  that?  Bringing 
the  peoples  of  the  earth  together  in  enduring 
peace.  "Love  thy  neighbor  as  thyself," 
"Do  unto  others  as  you  would  have  them 
do  unto  you."  No  matter  how  long  it  may 
take,  no  matter  how  difficult  it  is,  this  above 
all  else  is  the  great  horizon  toward  which  we 
march  united.  I  say  united.  Republicans 
and  Democrats  alike. 


Do  you  know  that  Senator  Arthur  Van- 
denberg  changed  his  isolationist  record  after 
he  had  been  in  the  Senate  many  years  and 
he  went  in  to  help  President  Truman  stop 
the  Communists  in  Greece  and  Turkey? 
Lyndon  Johnson,  as  Democratic  leader,  went 
in  and  supported  President  Eisenhower  in 
the  Suez  and  in  the  Formosa  Strait.  I  voted 
for  his  foreign  policy  95  percent  of  the  time 
in  i960,  and  the  present  Republican  nominee 
voted  for  it  only  25  percent  of  the  time. 

We  must  keep  both  parties  trying  to  let 
politics  stop  at  the  water's  edge.  I  have 
been  in  office  11  months.  You  make  a  de- 
cision next  week  whether  you  want  me  to 
have  my  first  elected  term,  or  whether  you 
want  me  to  go  back  to  the  ranch  in  Texas. 
I  have  read  in  the  paper  where  some  people 
do,  but  I  just  sure  hope  that  they  don't  live 
in  Los  Angeles. 

So  let's  keep  a  smile  on  our  face,  let's  keep 
faith  in  our  heart,  let's  keep  hope  in  our  vi- 
sion, let's  move  on  to  conquer  unknown 
frontiers.  And  let's  leave  this  land  a  lot 
better  for  our  grandchildren  than  we  found 
it  for  ourselves. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  1:23  p.m.  at  City 
Hall  in  Los  Angeles,  Calif.  During  the  course  of  his 
remarks  he  referred  to,  among  others,  Chief  Justice 
Earl  Warren,  former  Governor  of  California,  Gov- 
ernor Edmund  G.  Brown,  Senators  Pierre  E.  G. 
Salinger  and  Thomas  H.  Kuchel,  and  Representa- 
tives Edward  R.  Roybal,  Chet  Holifield,  James  Roose- 
velt, and  Cecil  R.  King,  all  of  California,  Walter 
Reuther,  president  of  the  United  Automobile  Work- 
ers, AFL-CIO,  Frederic  G.  Donner,  chairman  of 
the  board  of  directors.  General  Motors  Corp.,  and 
George  McLain,  chairman  of  the  board  of  trustees 
of  the  California  League  of  Senior  Citizens. 


734    Remarks  at  the  Riverside,  California,  County  Courthouse. 
October  28,  1964 


Ladies  and  gentlemen,  boys  and  girls: 

This  is  a  great  day  in  Riverside,  and  I 
hope  you  will  make  it  an  even  greater  day 


next  Tuesday  in  the  entire  Nation.  I  want 
to  see  this  city  and  this  county  stand  up 
and  be  counted  on  the  side  of  responsible 
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government  for  this  Nation  and  for  peace  in 
the  world. 

You  already  have  responsible  government 
in  this  State  under  Governor  Pat  Brown. 
Another  vote  for  responsibility  in  govern- 
ment is  a  vote  for  Senator  Pierre  Salinger. 
Pierre  knows  this  State  and  he  knows  the 
great  policy  questions  that  we  have  to  de- 
cide in  the  Nation  and  the  world,  and  Cali- 
fornia needs  a  spokesman  like  Pierre  Sal- 
inger in  the  United  States  Senate. 

John  Tunney  is  one  of  the  finest  young 
congressional  candidates  that  I  have  ever  seen 
in  America.  He  came  out  to  March  Field 
while  he  was  in  the  Air  Force  and  he  got  so 
enthusiastic  about  Riverside  he  just  de- 
cided to  stay.  But  you  need  him  and  we 
need  him,  his  drive,  his  intelligence,  and 
his  enthusiasm,  in  Congress.  We  need  him 
to  punch  hard  for  programs  for  Riverside 
and  California. 

These  next  4  years  will  be  decisive  for  this 
country,  and  I  think  they  will  be  decisive  for 
the  world.  These  4  years  may  well  decide 
our  destiny  and  may  well  decide  the  world's 
destiny  for  the  next  40  years. 

To  make  the  right  decisions,  we  must 
move  ahead  on  two  broad  fronts:  Here  at 
home  we  must  strengthen  our  economy  and 
we  must  bring  dignity  and  opportunity  to 
the  lives  of  all  Americans.  Abroad  we  must 
constandy  work  for  peace.  We  must  work 
for  peace  every  day  and  every  hour,  with 
every  ounce  of  strength  and  patience  that 
we  can  muster. 

At  home  we  are  going  to  continue  the 
unprecedented  prosperity  of  the  last  45 
months  of  the  John  F.  Kennedy-Lyndon 
Johnson  administration.  Since  John  Fitz- 
gerald Kennedy  took  the  oath  of  office,  we 
have  added  5  million  new  jobs  to  our  econ- 
omy, and  of  these  5  million,  500,000  of  these 
jobs  came  to  the  State  of  California.  Wages 
and  salaries  after  taxes  are  up  nearly  $60  bil- 


lion, and  the  Nation's  total  production  is 
expanding  at  the  rate  of  5  percent  a  year. 
This  is  progress  without  precedent. 

But  we  are  not  satisfied.  We  are  going 
to  press  forward  with  broad-gauge  social 
security,  opening  up  new  jobs,  keeping  our 
economy  strong,  and  we  are  going  to  fight 
an  all-out  war  on  poverty. 

While  we  make  ourselves  strong  at  home, 
we  must  keep  our  guard  up  abroad.  We 
must  remain  strong.  Responsible  America 
is  the  world's  best  guarantee  of  a  just  and 
continuing  peace.  But  I  want  to  say  to  you 
now  that  all  our  strength  at  home  and  abroad 
is  of  no  use  if  we  do  not  use  that  strength 
wisely  and  we  do  not  use  it  prudently,  and 
we  do  not  use  it  with  restraint  and  good 
judgment. 

There  is  no  room  in  America  for  trigger- 
happy  threats  in  a  world  that  is  made  dark 
by  the  shadow  of  nuclear  catastrophe. 

I  understand  that  the  last  President  to  visit 
Riverside  was  William  Howard  Taft  55 
years  ago.  President  Taft  began  his  inau- 
gural address  that  I  went  back  and  read  the 
other  day  when  I  decided  to  come  here,  and 
he  started  that  address  by  saying,  "Anyone 
who  has  taken  the  oath  that  I  have  just  taken 
must  feel  a  heavy  weight  of  responsibility." 

That  responsibility  in  the  nuclear  age  is 
frightening  and  is  awesome  indeed.  And  it 
is  inescapable.    It  cannot  be  delegated. 

For  the  last  20  years  5  Presidents  of  both 
political  parties,  working  with  the  respon- 
sible leaders  in  Congress  of  both  political 
parties,  have  forged  a  bipartisan  foreign  pol- 
icy. And  I  do  not  think  that  America  is 
going  to  change  that  responsible,  bipartisan 
foreign  policy  next  Tuesday. 

It  used  to  be  said  that  the  hand  that  rocks 
the  cradle  is  the  hand  that  rules  the  world. 
Today  the  hand  that  pushes  the  button  is 
the  hand  that  could  destroy  the  world. 

The  Communists  know  that  America  is 
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strong.  They  know  because  we  turned  them 
back  at  Berlin  and  Cuba  and  in  the  waters 
around  Viet-Nam. 

But  I  pledge  you  that  we  shall  be  respon- 
sible always,  as  well  as  strong.  We  will  use 
our  minds  as  well  as  our  muscle,  and  we 
will  let  others  use  their  vocal  cords  and  their 
tongues  and  America  will  win  the  peace. 

You  have  been  called  upon  several  times 
in  your  life  to  make  important  decisions,  but 
in  this  world,  with  119  other  nations,  with 
all  the  feuds  and  differences  that  have  gone 
on  for  centuries  between  those  nations,  you 
will  likely  never  be  called  upon  to  make  a 
more  important  decision  than  to  select  the 
leadership  for  the  free  world  next  Tuesday. 
You  will  select  that  leadership  based  on  in- 
formation, based  on  knowledge,  based  on 
judgment;  not  based  on  fanaticism  or 
emotion. 

The  kind  of  leadership  you  want  is  the 
kind  of  leadership  that  your  heart  tells  you 
is  right  for  your  country  and  for  your  family. 

California  is  the  number  one  State  in  the 
Union.  California  is  the  leader  of  the  rest  of 
the  States.  California  has  a  peculiar  obliga- 
tion to  be  prudent  and  be  careful  and  be 
cautious  and  be  responsible.  We  have  had 
enough  of  reckless  talk.  We  have  had 
enough  of  impulsive  action. 

It  is  mighty  easy  to  talk  like  a  bravado 
when  you  are  talking  about  someone  else's 
sons,  but  when  you  get  up  where  your  thumb 
has  the  responsibility  for  touching  that 
button,  and  you  get  to  thinking  about  the 
consequences  of  that  act  that  will  kill  300 
million  people,  it  is  a  time  for  prayer,  it  is  a 
time  for  sober  reflections,  and  the  hotheads 
ought  to  go  back  to  the  bench  in  the 
hothouse. 

I  am  not  going  to  tell  you  that  one  party 
has  all  the  mortgage  on  the  patriotism  of 
this  country.  Men  in  all  parties  love  this 
country  and  are  patriotic  believers  in  our 


system  of  government. 

The  Democrats  have  no  mortgage  on  pa- 
triotism because  it  was  Senator  Arthur 
Vandenberg,  a  Republican  Senator,  who 
joined  with  President  Harry  Truman  to 
stop  the  Communists  in  Greece  and  Turkey. 
It  was  Senator  Lyndon  Johnson  who  joined 
with  President  Dwight  Eisenhower  in  the 
Suez  crisis  and  in  the  Formosa  Strait.  It 
was  Senator  Everett  Dirksen,  a  Republican 
from  Illinois,  that  joined  with  John  Fitz- 
gerald Kennedy,  our  beloved  President, 
when  other  men  were  harassing  him,  when 
other  men  were  opposing  him,  when  other 
men  were  voting  against  his  test  ban  treaty. 

So  for  20  years  we  have  maintained  the 
peace  through  strength,  but  through  the 
cooperation  of  good  Republicans  and  good 
Democrats  who  thought  more  of  their  coun- 
try than  they  did  of  their  party. 

I  was  in  Pennsylvania  last  night.  I  looked 
at  a  poll  that  they  brought  me  in  Pittsburgh. 
In  that  poll  I  found  that  37  percent,  almost 
half,  of  the  Republicans  that  had  made  up 
their  minds  were  going  to  vote  for  responsi- 
bility, were  going  to  vote  for  the  present 
President  of  the  United  States  on  November 
3d.  They  are  not  voting  for  him  because  he 
is  a  Democrat.  They  are  not  voting  for  him 
because  he  is  a  Republican.  They  are  voting 
for  him  because  they  want  to  see  this  country 
united.  They  want  us  to  be  able  to  come 
here  and  meet  in  the  square  in  freedom,  not 
as  Hitler's  groups  used  to  meet,  not  as  they 
meet  in  the  Communist  squares  under  the 
commissars,  but  to  meet  here  with  freedom 
of  speech,  where  every  man  has  a  right  to 
his  say,  and  you  can  listen  to  their  voices, 
and  by  their  acts  ye  shall  know  them. 

We  have  a  new  government  in  Germany, 
Chancellor  Erhard.  We  have  a  labor  gov- 
ernment in  Great  Britain  that  has  only  a 
majority  of  four  votes.  We  have  a  new 
government  in  Italy.    Only  last  week  we 
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found  that  Mr.  Khrushchev  was  dispossessed 
and  deposed  and  we  have  two  men  running 
the  Soviet  Union.  The  big  question  you 
have  to  decide  is  how  can  the  United  States 
formulate  a  poHcy  and  prepare  a  program 
that  can  get  these  people  to  learn  to  live  in  a 
world  together  without  using  our  rockets 
and  without  dropping  our  bombs,  and  with- 
out killing  humanity. 

'the  Golden  Rule  says,  "Do  unto  others 
as  you  would  have  them  do  unto  you."  The 
Good  Book  says,  the  prophet  Isaiah,  "Come 
now,  let  us  reason  together."  I  am  happy 
that  most  of  you  people  have  come  out  here 
this  evening  not  to  see  a  show  and  not  to 
participate  in  a  vaudeville,  and  not  to  try  to 
attract  any  attention  for  yourselves.  But 
you  have  come  out  here  to  look  at  your 
President,  to  listen  to  your  President,  to  hear 
him  talk  about  the  issues,  not  the  personali- 
ties, because  it  is  petty  men  that  deal  in 
personalities. 

The  American  people  really  don't  give  a 
tinker — don't  care  about  what  I  think  about 
my  opponent,  and  I  doubt  that  they  have 
much  doubt  about  what  he  thinks  about  me. 
What  they  do  want  to  know  is  how  do  we 
feel  about  the  bread  and  butter  issues  that 
feed  their  families;  how  do  we  feel  about 
every  man  and  woman  having  a  job;  how  do 
they  feel  about  the  right  of  every  child  to 
have  an  education;  how  do  we  feel  about  the 
United  Nations,  which  has  prevented  a 
dozen  wars;  how  do  we  feel  about  trade  with 
the  world;  how  do  we  feel  about  space;  how 
do  we  feel  about  technology  and  the  leader- 
ship that  California  is  showing  to  the  rest  of 
the  world  in  all  of  her  missile  development 
and  her  space  technology;  and  how  do  we 
feel  about  that  most  important  thing:  peace 
in  the  world. 

I  came  here  in  1924  to  seek  my  fortune.  I 
got  off  a  T-model  Ford  over  here  at  San 
Bernardino,  and  I  stayed  around  there  almost 


2  years.  I  finally  decided  I  had  a  better 
chance  to  get  a  fortune  where  I  had  come 
from  than  where  I  had  gone,  so  I  went  back 
to  my  mother  and  my  father. 

I  came  back  out  here  to  seek  your  support 
for  Vice  President,  and  for  3  Yz  years  I  have 
served  you  as  Vice  President.  The  most 
memorable  experience  of  that  period  was  the 
Cuban  missile  crisis. 

Our  photographs  showed  us  that  the  So- 
viet Union  had  brought  within  90  miles  of 
our  shores  enough  missiles  to  seriously 
handicap  and  destroy  large  portions  of  this 
country.  There  were  some  people  that  said, 
"Send  in  the  Marines."  There  were  some 
people  that  said,  "Push  the  button;  drop  the 
bombs."  There  were  some  people  who  said, 
"Put  your  planes  in  the  air  and  load  them 
and  tell  them  to  put  up  or  shut  up." 

And  for  38  meetings  we  met  there  in  the 
Cabinet  Room,  morning,  afternoon,  past 
midnight  many  nights.  Pierre  Salinger  sat 
in  those  meetings.  The  men  with  the  stars 
on  their  shoulders  who  represent  our  Chiefs 
of  Staff  sat  in  those  meetings.  The  admirals 
with  the  braid  on  their  arms,  they  came,  they 
learned,  they  saw,  and  they  recommended. 
The  Secretary  of  State  with  all  his  diplomatic 
experience,  a  Rhodes  scholar,  sat  there  with 
furrows  in  his  forehead  and  tried  to  decide 
what  course  we  could  follow. 

I  never  left  home  a  single  morning  but 
what  I  thought  I  might  not  see  my  wife 
and  daughters  again  that  night,  because  we 
did  not  know  when  those  missiles  would 
become  operational. 

But  during  that  whole  period,  the  man 
that  we  have  heard  heckled  and  harassed, 
the  man  that  we  have  heard  in  the  last  few 
days  criticized  when  he  is  not  here  to  answer 
himself,  the  man  that  was  your  President, 
your  Commander  in  Chief,  was  the  coolest 
man  in  that  room,  and  his  name  was  John 
Fitzgerald  Kennedy. 
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He  didn't  shoot  from  the  hip.  He  didn't 
talk  first  and  think  afterwards.  He  didn't 
get  confused.  He  listened  and  he  learned, 
and  finally  on  the  last  hour  as  the  clock  was 
ticking  and  we  were  within  moments  of 
action,  Mr.  Khrushchev  came  in  with  a  letter 
and  he  wrapped  up  his  missiles  in  his  tar- 
paulin canvases,  he  put  them  on  his  boats, 
while  our  helicopters  flew  over  their  decks, 
and  we  watched  them  take  them  out  one  by 
one  by  one.  A  war  was  prevented,  a 
Republic  was  saved. 

But  what  is  more  important,  300  million 
people  live  today  that  would  not  have  lived 
had  we  not  had  the  cool,  calm,  wise  leader- 
ship of  that  man  who  watches  over  us  in 
heaven  this  afternoon,  John  Fitzgerald  Ken- 
nedy. He  gave  his  life  for  his  country,  and 
there  is  not  a  man  out  there  that  wouldn't 


give  his  if  he  thought  he  could  save  his 
country  by  doing  so. 

But  you  are  not  called  on  to  do  that  today. 
You  are  called  on  next  Tuesday  to  go  down 
as  a  free  American,  without  restraint,  with- 
out influence,  without  pressure,  and  act  upon 
the  basis  of  your  judgment  on  what  is  best 
for  your  country.  I  came  to  California  to 
ask  you  to  do  that. 

I  leave  what  is  best  to  do  for  your  country 
to  your  own  decision  in  the  full  knowledge 
that  I  know  that  you  will  know  in  your  heart 
what  is  right. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  4:27  p.m.  at  the  River- 
side County  Courthouse,  Riverside,  Calif.  During 
the  course  of  his  remarks  he  referred  to  Governor 
Edmund  G.  Brown,  Senator  Pierre  E.  G.  Salinger, 
and  John  V.  Tunney,  Democratic  candidate  for 
Representative,  all  of  California. 
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Governor  Brown,  my  friends  in  San 
Bernardino: 

I  am  glad  to  be  back  home  tonight.  I 
enjoyed  riding  that  elevator  tonight  more 
than  I  have  ever  enjoyed  it  before.  The 
last  time  I  was  here  was  40  years  ago.  I 
came  in  a  T-model  Ford.  The  only  re- 
ception committee  that  greeted  me  was  the 
boy  that  ran  the  elevator,  and  I  am  happy 
that  my  friends  have  increased  and  we  have 
got  a  larger  reception  committee  out  here 
tonight. 

This  is  a  sentimental  visit  for  me,  and  I 
am  not  going  to  talk  long,  and  I  am  not  go- 
ing to  talk  too  political.  I  want  to  first  of 
all  thank  you  people  of  San  Bernardino  for 
sending  to  Congress  a  most  competent  and 
able  colleague  of  mine  and  my  friend  for 
many  years,  Harry  Sheppard.  Harry  is  a 
very  young  man  and  was  probably  playing 


marbles  when  I  was  here  but  I  remember 
Phil  Swing  used  to  represent  this  district. 
Do  any  of  you  remember  that? 

The  last  Congress  was  one  of  the  most  pro- 
ductive in  history,  and  I  think  this  was  be- 
cause the  responsible  leaders  of  both  parties 
worked  together.  The  next  Congress  that 
starts  in  January  is  going  to  be  productive, 
too.  We  are  all  going  forward  together,  Re- 
publicans and  Democrats  alike,  because  all 
good  Americans  want  to  do  what  is  best  for 
their  country  before  they  do  what  is  best  for 
their  party. 

We  are  going  to  build  a  bigger  and  a  better 
America.  We  are  going  to  build  it  in  the 
broad  and  vital  center  of  the  American  politi- 
cal landscape,  and  we  are  not  going  to  build 
it  on  the  shaky,  quaking  fringes. 

California  and  San  Bernardino  are  a  grow- 
ing State  and  a  growing  city — and  a  grow- 
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ing  population  needs  a  growing  economy. 
That  is  exacdy  what  we  have  in  the  United 
States  today.  For  the  first  time  in  all  of  our 
history,  72  million  Americans  have  jobs,  5 
million  more  than  had  jobs  when  President 
Kennedy  took  the  oath  of  office  4  years  ago. 
Personal  income  has  risen  by  $80  billion  after 
taxes,  and  corporate  profits  after  taxes  have 
already  increased  over  $12  billion. 

In  the  stock  market  today,  the  value  of 
stocks  on  the  exchange  is  worth  more  than 
$100  billion  more  than  they  were  worth 
when  I  took  office  November  22d,  1 1  months 
ago.  And  in  this  great  surge  forward,  Cali- 
fornia has  led  the  way.  Right  here  in  the 
San  Bernardino-Riverside-Ontario  area,  the 
number  of  jobs  increased  by  27,000  between 
i960  and  1964.  And  I  am  here  tonight  to 
pledge  you  that  we  are  going  to  keep  on  in- 
creasing them,  we  are  going  to  keep  on 
moving  ahead. 

You  and  I  believe  in  thinking  ahead  about 
our  country'i  future.  We  believe  that  so- 
cial security  benefits  should  be  extended.  I 
was  just  talking  to  my  friend  Mrs.  Piatt,  of 
the  Piatt  Building,  down  there  before  I  came 
up  here,  and  I  told  her  that  I  believe  that  our 
elder  citizens  have  a  right  to  decent  medical 
care  under  social  security  after  long  lives  of 
service  to  this  country. 

We  believe  that  every  child  has  a  right 
to  the  best  education  he  can  use. 

I  am  told  that  this  is  the  largest  county 
in  the  United  States.  I  have  a  little  special 
favor  I  would  like  to  ask  of  you,  and  if  you 
have  already  made  up  your  mind  and  you 
can't  do  what  I  want  you  to  do,  I  won't  get 
mad  at  you,  I  will  forget  it,  but  if  you  can, 
I  will  appreciate  it. 

I  would  like  to  see  the  biggest  county  in 
the  United  States  deliver  the  biggest  plural- 
ity for  economic  and  social  progress  in  the 
election  next  Tuesday.  I  would  like  to  see 
the  biggest  county  give  the  biggest  vote  to 


Pierre  Salinger  for  United  States  Senator. 
I  would  like  to  see  the  biggest  county  give 
the  biggest  vote  to  Ken  Dyal  for  Congress- 
man to  succeed  Harry  Sheppard. 

And  if  you  haven't  worn  out  your  lead 
pencil,  or  if  the  voting  machine  lever  is  still 
there  and  you  are  still  in  a  good  humor,  I 
would  like  for  you  to  vote  for  Lyndon  John- 
son and  Hubert  Humphrey,  too. 

Economic  and  social  progress  are  only 
a  part  of  a  President's  job,  because  more 
important  than  anything  else  is  the  Presi- 
dent's inescapable  and  awesome  responsi- 
bility to  keep  peace  in  the  world.  Every 
mother  here  is  more  concerned  with  peace 
and  keeping  her  boys  from  going  to  war  than 
she  is  with  her  own  life. 

There  are  great  and  there  are  troubling 
changes  that  are  going  on  in  the  world 
today.  In  the  space  of  24  hours,  Mr.  Khru- 
shchev has  toppled  in  the  Soviet  Union.  In 
a  space  of  24  hours,  700  million  Chinese, 
more  than  3^4  times  our  population,  have 
exploded  a  new  nuclear  bomb,  and  the  gov- 
ernment in  Great  Britain  has  a  sudden 
change  and  only  has  a  majority  of  four. 
When  such  changes  come  upon  the  world, 
then  that  is  the  time  for  the  United  States  to 
be  prudent,  to  be  stable,  to  be  sound,  to  be 
sure,  and  to  act.  But  before  we  act  we 
must  think.    We   just   can't  guess. 

In  the  nuclear  age,  the  President  does  not 
get  a  chance  to  make  a  second  guess.  We 
cannot  make  a  foreign  policy,  we  cannot 
keep  the  peace  by  ultimatum,  by  rattling 
our  rockets,  or  by  bluffing  with  our  bombs. 

We  can  keep  the  peace,  and  we  can  only 
keep  the  peace,  by  two  methods:  first,  by  a 
strong  defense;  and  second,  by  reason  and 
responsibility  and  negotiation. 

Strong  defense  comes  first.  As  your 
Commander  in  Chief — and  Harry  Shep- 
pard had  a  lot  to  do  with  this — I  can  tell 
you  tonight  that  the  United  States  is  the 
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Strongest  and  the  mightiest  nation  in  the 
world — the  United  States  is  stronger  than 
all  the  other  nations  of  the  world  combined. 

You  good  Americans  out  there  in  that 
audience  that  are  interested  in  your  Gov- 
ernment by  coming  down  here  after  dark, 
you  helped  us  to  make  it  this  way.  And  I 
am  here  as  your  President  to  tell  you  that  I 
intend  to  keep  it  that  way. 

In  World  War  II  California  was  the  first 
State  in  the  Union  in  aircraft  production 
and  in  shipbuilding.  And  tonight,  Cali- 
fornia is  responsible  for  23.1  percent  of  our 
defense  effort  in  the  United  States,  more 
than  twice  as  much  as  any  other  State  in 
the  Union.  Fifty  percent  of  our  entire  space 
effort  is  carried  out  in  the  great  State  of 
California,  and  this  is  up  from  40  percent 
when  President  Kennedy  took  office  in  196 1. 

This  growth  has  come  because  America 
needs  what  California  has  to  offer.  It  has 
come  here  strictly  on  merit.  And  so  long  as 
I  am  your  President,  it  will  continue  to  come 
here  strictly  on  merit,  and  so  long  as  I  am 
your  President,  the  Department  of  Defense 
stands  ready  to  help  any  community,  any 
industry,  any  individual  that  may  suffer 
temporary  dislocation  because  of  changes  in 
technology. 

You  can  count  on  that.  And  I  think  that 
I  know  that  you  are  patriotic  enough  that  I 
can  count  on  you  to  help  me  keep  America 
strong  and  mighty. 

But  it  is  not  enough  to  be  powerful. 
Power  alone  is  not  enough.  America  must 
also  be  wise.  We  must  be  strong,  but  we 
must  be  sensible.  We  must  be  resolute,  but 
we  must  be  responsible.  The  stakes  in  the 
20th  century  are  too  high  to  be  reckless. 

It  is  not  easy  to  keep  the  peace  in  the 
world,  but  for  20  years  we  have  kept  the 
peace.  We  have  turned  back  Communist 
aggression  more  than  once.  We  will  con- 
tinue to  stand  guard  at  freedom's  gate.    This 


Nation  is  respected  because  we  use  our 
strength  with  restraint,  and  we  use  our  re- 
sponsibility with  judgment. 

So  tonight  I  come  here  to  ask  you  to 
affirm  our  dedication  to  responsibility  and 
restraint  on  November  3d  by  voting  for  the 
only  old  San  Bernardino  resident  on  the 
national  ticket  this  year. 

We  must  run  along  now.  People  are 
waiting  for  us  in  San  Diego,  and  then  we 
have  to  go  to  Salt  Lake  City  tonight.  But 
before  I  leave,  let  me  ask  you,  you  just  have 
I  week:  Talk  to  your  kinfolks,  talk  to  your 
neighbors,  talk  to  your  church  workers,  talk 
to  them  about  peace  in  the  world  and  pros- 
perity at  home,  and  tell  them  that  you  want 
the  biggest  county  in  the  United  States  to 
give  the  biggest  majority  to  the  biggest  effort 
that  will  ever  be  made  to  keep  peace 
in  the  world  and  prosperity  at  home  on 
November  3d. 

Now  I  want  to  tell  you  how  good  it  is  to 
come  back  here  and  to  have  you  be  so  warm 
and  kind  and  generous.  I  want  to  tell  you 
how  good  your  Governor  and  his  lovely  wife 
have  been  to  me.  I  want  to  tell  you  how 
nice  your  new  Congressman,  Ken  Dyal,  has 
been,  and  how  wonderful  Harry  Sheppard 
has  been  through  the  years.  I  want  to  tell 
you  that  Pierre  Salinger  is  doing  a  hangup 
job  in  Washington.  Now  I  want  to  intro- 
duce you  to  the  President's  boss. 

[At  this  point  Mrs,  Johnson  spo\e  briefly.  She  said 
that  she  had  been  hearing  about  the  President's 
"adventures  in  California  and  in  San  Bernardino  for 
just  about  all  of  the  30  years  that  we  have  been 
married.  .  .  .  When  he  came  out  here  on  that  ad- 
venture, age  IS  and  fust  right  out  of  a  little,  small- 
town high  school,  nothing  li\e  this  loomed  before 
him.  It  was  the  farthest  thing  from  his  thoughts 
or  from  any  of  those  who  \new  him.  One  of  the 
things  that  made  the  difference,"  she  said,  "was  the 
fact  that  he  finally  went  bac\  home  and  went  to 
college  and  got  a  good  education.'*  The  President 
then  resumed  speaking.] 

Lady  Bird  is  wrong  about  one  thing,  and 
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I  want  to  clear  up  the  record  before  we  leave. 
I  got  plenty  of  vocational  education  in  there 
on  that  elevator! 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  5:50  p.m.  in  the  Piatt 
Building  in  San  Bernardino,  Calif.  His  opening 
words  "Governor  Brown"  referred  to  Governor  Ed- 
mund G.  Brown  of  California.  Later  in  his  re- 
marks he  referred  to,  among  others,  Representative 
Harry  R.  Sheppard,  former  Representative  Philip  D. 
Swing,  Senator  Pierre  E.  G.  Salinger,  and  Ken  W. 


Dyal,  Democratic  candidate  for  Representative,  all 
of  California. 

In  1964  a  bronze  plaque  was  placed  in  the  lobby 
of  the  Piatt  Building  to  commemorate  the  President's 
brief  residence  in  San  Bernardino  in  1925.  Follow- 
ing is  the  legend  which  appears  on  the  plaque: 

President  Lyndon  B.  Johnson 
As  a  youth  he  ran  this  elevator  in  1925. 
As  an  attorney's  clerk  he  began  the  study  of  law 
in  this  building  the  same  year. 

(Placed  by  readers  of  The  Sun-Telegram  in  1964.) 


736    Remarks  at  Lindbergh  Field,  San  Diego. 
October  28,  1964 


THANK  YOU  very  much.  I  appreciate 
your  welcome  and  your  generosity,  and  I 
just  wish  I  could  spend  all  evening  with  you, 
but  we  must  fly  to  Salt  Lake  City  tonight 
and  our  time  here  will  be  limited. 

I  am  so  happy  and  I  am  so  proud  tonight — 
happy  that  I  could  be  here  with  you  happy 
people  in  San  Diego,  proud  that  I  could  sit 
there  on  the  front  row  and  observe  this  virile, 
patriotic,  intelligent,  modern  young  Senator 
introducing  me  to  the  people  of  San  Diego. 

I  have  seen  this  son  of  California  work 
under  great  stress  and  strain  for  two  Presi- 
dents. I  have  seen  him  work  in  the  greatest 
deliberative  body  in  the  world,  the  United 
States  Senate,  but  I  was  never  prouder  of  him 
than  when  he  was  saying  those  nice  things 
about  me  tonight. 

I  hope  that  you  people  will  remember  that 
we  just  have  a  few  days  between  now  and 
next  Tuesday,  and  that  it  is  going  to  take 
the  best  effort  of  all  of  us  to  elect  Pierre 
Salinger  as  Senator,  Lionel  Van  Deerlin 
back  to  the  House  where  we  need  him 
gready,  and  Quintin  Whelan  there  to  join 
all  of  us  to  pass  a  good  Democratic  program 
for  all  the  people  of  this  Nation. 

Mr.  Carpenter  and  Mayor  Kern,  I  have 
been  traveling  all  day  with  Governor  Brown 
and  his  gracious  wife.    Governor  Brown  is 


one  of  the  outstanding  public  servants  in 
this  Nation.  He  is  the  spokesman  for  the 
largest  State  in  the  Union,  the  fastest  grow- 
ing State  in  the  Union,  the  most  progressive 
State  in  the  Union,  the  State  in  the  Union 
that  has  the  best  educational  facilities,  the 
State  in  the  Union  that  is  constandy  working 
with  us  on  international  relations.  I  want 
to  thank  you  people  of  California  for  electing 
a  man  like  that  Governor  of  your  State. 

This  day  is  an  anniversary.  It  is  an  an- 
niversary that  all  free  people  should  remem- 
ber. Two  years  ago,  on  October  28,  1962, 
the  United  States  of  America  achieved  the 
greatest  success  of  the  nuclear  age.  After 
weeks  of  fright  and  danger  and  tension, 
after  America's  firmness  and  coolness  and 
unity  were  proved,  it  was  on  that  date  that 
Chairman  Khrushchev  announced  that  he 
would  get  his  missiles  out  of  Cuba. 

In  all  the  history  of  man,  there  has  per- 
haps never  been  a  moment  of  greater  peril 
than  the  Cuban  confrontation.  I  attended 
38  meetings  with  the  President  and  his  Se- 
curity Council;  the  generals  and  their  stars; 
the  admirals  and  their  braid;  the  Secretary 
of  State,  a  Rhodes  scholar,  with  his  great 
diplomatic  experience;  the  Secretary  of  De- 
fense, the  former  president  of  Ford  Motor 
Co.  at  $550,000  a  year.    And  the  President 
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went  around  the  table  and  got  the  sugges- 
tions from  all  those  present,  including  the 
Vice  President. 

There  were  moments  when  I  guess  some 
men  were  a  little  more  hotheaded  than 
others.  There  were  moments  when  some 
were  a  little  more  impulsive  than  others. 
There  were  moments  of  distress  and  inde- 
cision while  we  were  looking  at  all  the 
facts,  because  no  man's  judgment  on  any 
question  is  any  better  than  his  information 
on  that  question. 

And  yet,  when  all  is  said  and  done,  it 
gave  me  a  great  deal  of  satisfaction  that  you 
people  out  there,  just  you  lay  people  of  the 
United  States,  had  selected  the  Commander 
in  Chief  by  your  votes,  and  the  coolest  man 
in  that  room  during  all  those  38  meetings 
was  John  Fitzgerald  Kennedy. 

During  that  time,  that  was  the  moment 
when  human  understanding  caught  up  with 
nuclear  knowledge,  and  reason  regained  its 
rule  over  force.  That  moment  proved  a 
truth  that  some  had  doubted,  that  the  power 
of  American  arms  is  the  guarantee  of  the 
world's  peace  and  that  America's  might  is 
the  necessary  instrument  of  right. 

You  no  doubt  remember,  and  I  shall  never 
forget,  the  brave  and  good  and  careful  Pres- 
ident who  steered  us  surely  and  safely 
through  those  weeks  of  trial.  I  saw  him 
do  it.  I  never  left  my  wife  and  daughters 
a  single  morning  that  I  was  sure  I  could  see 
them  again.  But  I  know  how  calm  and 
how  wise  John  Kennedy  was. 

We  may  hope  when  this  campaign  is  over 
that  one  unthinking,  unthinkable  charge 
will  be  removed  from  this  political  record: 
that  what  happened  2  years  ago  today,  some 
said,  was  an  election  trick — by  a  martyred 
President — ^who  is  not  now  here  tonight  to 
defend  himself. 

In  a  sense,  that  is  what  this  campaign 


and  this  election  is  all  about.  The  one  over- 
riding issue  is  our  handling  of  the  fact  of 
our  infinite  power.  The  one  overriding 
issue  is  our  sense  of  responsibility  and  its 
use.  The  one  overriding  issue  is  our  re- 
spect for  the  elementary  right  to  live. 

I  state  my  position  about  this  squarely, 
and  I  believe  and  I  hope,  and  I  think  next 
Tuesday  will  prove,  that  it  is  your  position, 
too,  that  it  is  America's  position. 

First  may  I  deviate  just  a  moment  to  say 
that  I  was  in  Boston  last  night  and  I  am 
across  the  Nation  tonight.  But  in  neither 
place  did  I  go  to  speak  about  personalities 
or  to  muckrake  or  to  mudsling,  or  to  deal 
with  individuals.  I  want  to  talk  about  the 
big  things. 

I  think  you  would  have  your  President 
deal  with  problems  and  principles  instead  of 
petty  personalities.  I  don't  think  you  care 
what  I  think  about  my  opponent.  And  I 
don't  think  you  really  care  what  he  thinks 
about  me. 

I  think  what  you  do  care  about  is  what 
each  one  of  us  thinks  about  you  and  your 
future,  and  whether  we  respect  your  intelli- 
gence or  whether  we  try  to  appeal  to  your 
emotions. 

So  I  am  here  tonight  to  talk  to  you  about 
the  principal  issues  in  this  campaign. 

First,  we  must  treat  our  nuclear  weap- 
ons— and  they  are  awesome  and  they  are 
mighty,  and  by  moving  your  thumb  over 
on  a  button  like  that,  you  can  wipe  out  300 
million  people  in  a  matter  of  moments — ^we 
must  treat  our  nuclear  weapons  with  the 
greatest  care.  We  know  we  need  them,  and 
we  know  we  have  plenty  of  them.  We 
know  they  are  dangerous,  and  we  know  they 
can  bring  death  to  us  all,  and  we  know  that 
just  testing  them  in  the  atmosphere  has 
poisoned  the  air  that  we  breathe  and  the 
milk  that  our  children  drink,  and  it  en- 
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dangered  unborn  children.    So  we  must  be 
careful  about  them. 

The  one  who  must  be  most  careful  for  all 
of  you,  the  most  prudent,  cautious  person  in 
the  United  States,  ought  to  be  your  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States. 

I  know  that  duty,  as  other  Presidents  have 
known  it  before  me.  I  know  that  the  re- 
sponsibility for  exercising  that  duty  is  the 
President's,  and  it  is  his  alone,  and  he  is 
alone  a  great  deal  of  the  time.  He  is  lonely 
most  of  the  time.  But  I  am  solemnly 
pledged  with  whatever  ability  the  good  Lord 
gave  me,  whatever  energy  and  talents  I 
possess,  to  do  my  dead  level  best  to  keep  our 
world  at  peace — and  with  all  that  is  in  me 
I  am  determined  to  keep  that  vow  to  you. 

Second,  we  must  push  the  search  for  peace. 
It  isn't  automatic.  It  just  doesn't  come  ac- 
cidentally. It  won't  take  care  of  itself  alone. 
We  know  that  we  have  to  work  at  it — and 
we  do  work  at  it  every  day. 

We  reject  the  view  that  there  is  only  one 
enemy  in  the  world — the  Communists;  only 
one  weapon — the  nuclear  bomb;  only  one 
policy — the  policy  of  bluff  and  ultimatum. 

We  know  that  peace  demands  hard,  steady 
work  on  many  fronts:  first,  arms  control, 
trying  to  get  an  agreement — one  of  the  first 
things  I  did  was  submit  to  the  Geneva  con- 
ference a  proposal  on  what  we  would  do  if 
they  would  do  likewise;  second,  the  banning 
of  nuclear  tests  in  the  atmosphere,  and  all  but 
12  United  States  Senators  went  along  with 
President  Kennedy,  and  105  nations  out  of 
the  112  that  belong  to  the  United  Nations, 
105  of  them  joined  with  us,  and  all  the  100 
Senators  joined  with  us  except  12,  and  one  of 
their  names  I  am  not  going  to  mention;  and 
third,  we  must  search  for  foreign  trade. 

We  must  trade  with  the  rest  of  the  world, 
because  people  that  you  meet  and  you  work 
with  and  that  you  talk  with  and  you  trade 
with  you  get  along  better  with.    We  have 


increased  our  foreign  trade  since  President 
Kennedy  took  ofl&ce  by  25  percent.  It  is  up 
now  to  $24  billion  and  that  means  extra  jobs 
for  your  men.  That  means  extra  profits  for 
your  industry,  and  that  means  extra  taxes 
for  Uncle  Sam. 

And  then  the  Peace  Corps,  these  young 
men  and  women  from  good,  wonderful, 
wholesome  families,  fresh  out  of  college 
maybe,  some  of  them  perhaps  almost  ready 
to  retire,  they  wanted  to  go  to  all  the  corners 
of  the  world  to  try  to  help  others  help  them- 
selves. There  has  never  been  another  suc- 
cess story  like  it,  and  I  am  so  proud  of  it. 

We  must  try  to  be  responsible  for  the 
help  for  other  nations,  because  our  per  capita 
income  is  more  than  $200  a  month  per  per- 
son. Yet  half  of  the  world  lives  off  of  a  per 
capita  income  of  less  than  $8  a  month.  And 
the  ancient  enemies  of  human  beings  are  not 
just  each  other;  the  ancient  enemies  are  ig- 
norance and  poverty  and  disease  and  illit- 
eracy, malaria,  tapeworm,  leprosy,  and  all 
those  things.  Those  are  the  ancient  enemies 
of  mankind. 

We,  with  all  of  our  power  and  all  of  our 
resources,  and  all  of  our  blessings,  are  doing 
something  to  reach  down  and  extend  a  help- 
ing hand  to  our  neighbor,  and  to  love  thy 
neighbor  as  thyself. 

There  is  another  viewpoint.  And  other 
candidates  have  it.  They  can  tell  you  about 
how  everybody  has  robbed  us,  and  how 
terrible  we  have  been.  And  they  can  tell 
you  about  all  the  socialism  that  is  taking 
place,  and  they  can  tell  you  about  how  much 
freedom  we  have  lost. 

I  came  out  here  to  California  in  1924,  and 
the  depression  came  along  a  few  years  later 
and  I  wasn't  very  free.  I  wasn't  free  to  buy 
a  good  meal.  I  just  didn't  have  the  dough 
to  do  it;  I  wasn't  free  to  sleep  in  a  good  bed 
because  I  just  didn't  have  the  money  to  pay 
for  it.    I  wasn't  free  to  have  a  good  job 
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because  there  just  weren't  any. 

One  fellow  said  to  Lady  Bird  the  other  day 
when  she  put  on  her  high  heels  and  just  de- 
cided she  would  go  through  the  South  be- 
cause she  didn't  want  them  to  feel  that  they 
were  not  wanted  in  the  Union,  and  she  got 
on  a  train  and  went  through  all  the  Southern 
States,  went  through  Alabama  where  they 
won't  even  let  our  name  go  on  the  ticket. 
One  of  the  fellows  that  had  done  a  lot  of 
thinking  came  up  and  said, 

"You  know,  it  looks  to  me  like  we  are 
getting  along  better  than  some  folks  said  we 
would  after  we  passed  the  equal  rights  bill. 
I  have  just  about  figured  out  that  I  had  rather 
have  a  Negro  stand  beside  me  on  the  as- 
sembly line  than  to  have  him  stand  behind 
me  in  the  soup  line." 

Mr.  Rayburn  was  my  teacher.  He  was 
the  Speaker  of  the  House.  He  served  for 
over  50  years.  He  came  from  a  poor  little 
sandy  land  farm.  But  he  told  me  one  time 
that  we  had  corporals  and  sergeants,  and 
second  looies  and  first  looies,  and  captains 
and  majors,  and  colonels  and  generals,  and 
if  they  didn't  know  more  about  how  to  fight 
a  war  than  he  did,  we  had  wasted  a  lot  of 
money  on  West  Point  all  these  years. 

But  I  am  not  talking  to  you  tonight  about 
how  to  fight  a  war,  so  I  am  not  going  to  pay 
much  attention  to  these  generals,  whether  it 
is  General  Thurmond,  General  Wedemeyer, 
General  Doolitde,  or  a  good  many  other 
generals.  I  have  great  respect  for  them,  but 
what  we  are  trying  to  do  now  is  to  figure 
out  not  how  to  fight  or  when  to  fight,  but 
how  we  can  learn  to  live  without  fighting, 
particularly  when  we  have  a  nuclear  weapon 
that  will  destroy  civilization.  That  is  our 
big  problem. 

A  great  son  of  the  South  that  was  raised 
in  South  Carolina  where  I  spoke  the  night 
before  last,  at  Columbia,  Woodrow  Wilson, 
had  a  dream  of  peace  for  all  the  people  of 


the  world.  It  was  wrapped  up  in  the 
League  of  Nations.  He  saw  ^ivo,  willful 
men  in  the  Senate  destroy  that  dream. 
Then  another  man  came  along  after  another 
great  war — ^Franklin  Delano  Roosevelt  came 
along  after  World  War  II — and  in  San 
Francisco,  in  the  great  State  of  California, 
the  United  Nations  was  born,  and  all  the 
leaders  of  the  world  came  to  this  State  to  help 
give  it  birth. 

What  I  am  thinking  about  and  what  I 
hope  you  are  thinking  about,  and  what  we 
all  ought  to  be  thinking  about,  is  this  as- 
sembly that  has  the  spokesmen  for  each  of 
the  112  nations.  We  ought  to  be  trying 
to  figure  out — we  know  they  have  avoided 
a  dozen  or  so  wars  already,  minor  ones, 
moderate  ones,  and  some  major  ones.  They 
have  talked  instead  of  fought.  And  what 
we  ought  to  be  trying  to  figure  out  is  how 
can  we  strengthen  the  United  Nations. 

Harry  Truman  had  a  problem  with  the 
Communists  taking  over  Greece  and  Turkey 
and  he  drew  the  line,  the  Truman  doctrine, 
because  he  felt  if  they  took  Greece  and  Tur- 
key they  would  sweep  all  Western  Europe 
right  after  World  War  II.  And  the  man 
that  stood  up  by  his  side  and  did  the  most 
to  help  him  was  a  Republican,  Senator 
Arthur  Vandenberg,  of  Michigan.  He  put 
his  country  ahead  of  his  party.  He  put  our 
foreign  policy  ahead  of  his  politics.  And 
we  drew  that  line  and  they  never  crossed  it. 

When  General  Eisenhower  was  elected 
President,  I  was  elected  Democratic  leader 
of  the  Senate,  and  the  first  thing  I  told  my 
colleagues  was,  "When  he  is  right  I  am 
going  to  vote  with  him,  I  am  going  to  sup- 
port him.  When  he  is  wrong  I  am  going  to 
oppose  him,  but  I  am  going  to  do  it  with 
decency,  and  with  dignity,  and  without  any 
character  assassination.  I  am  not  even 
going  to  say  a  word  about  his  boy  or  his  dogs 
or  even  his  golf." 
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And  when  he  had  the  crisis  in  Suez,  and 
when  he  had  the  crisis  in  the  Formosa 
Strait,  the  Democratic  leader  Lyndon  John- 
son stood  up  on  the  Senate  floor  and  held 
his  arm  high  because  he  wanted  to  present 
to  our  enemies  and  our  adversaries  in  the 
world  "United  we  stand,  divided  we  fall" 
and  "you  can't  divide  and  conquer  us." 

And  when  President  John  Kennedy  de- 
cided that  your  children  were  drinking  milk 
that  they  shouldn't  be  drinking,  and  you 
faced  problems  that  we  shouldn't  face,  and 
we  were  breathing  air  that  was  polluted,  it 
was  Everett  Dirksen,  the  Republican  Sen- 
ator from  the  State  of  Illinois,  the  leader  of 
the  Republicans,  that  came  to  the  White 
House  and  sat  there  with  us  and  agreed 
that  he  would  pick  up  that  Kennedy  treaty 
proposal  and  he  would  carry  it  on  his  broad 
shoulders  right  through  that  Senate. 

That  is  the  bipartisan  foreign  policy  that 
is  an  issue  in  this  campaign.  Are  we  going 
to  junk  it?  We  have  had  it  for  20  years. 
Are  we  going  to  flush  it  down  the  drain  and 
let  us  go  to  evils  we  know  not  of?  Well, 
we  are  not,  if  you  elect  me. 

They  asked  me  at  the  University  of  Texas 
in  1957  what  my  political  philosophy  was, 
and  I  said  I  am  a  free  man  first,  I  am  an 
American  second,  I  am  a  United  States  Sena- 
tor third,  and  I  am  a  Democrat  fourth — ^in 
that  order. 

So  the  point  I  want  to  leave  with  you  good 
people.  Republicans  and  Democrats,  and  In- 
dependents, and  folks  who  do  your  own 
thinking,  the  thing  I  want  to  leave  with  you 
before  I  go  to  that  tabernacle  in  Salt  Lake 
City  and  meet  that  wonderful  man.  President 
McKay,  who  has  given  me  great  spiritual 
strength  and  given  great  leadership,  I  want 
to  leave  this  with  you:  We  work  for  peace 
not  as  Democrats,  not  as  Republicans,  but  as 
Americans. 

I  have  told  you  how  I  feel,  and  it  is  about 


time  for  me  to  get  on  my  way.  But  just  in 
case  the  other  side  doesn't  have  equal  time 
and  they  can't  come  back  here  to  San  Diego, 
I  think  the  record  ought  to  show — because 
you  know  a  great  man  once  said,  his  name 
was  Al  Smith,  "Let's  look  at  the  record" — 

There  is  one  candidate  in  this  race  for 
the  Presidency  who  voted  against  the  test 
ban  treaty. 

There  is  one  candidate  who  voted  against 
our  new  disarmament  agency. 

There  is  one  candidate  that  voted  against 
the  Trade  Expansion  Act. 

There  is  one  candidate  that  voted  against 
the  United  Nations  bond  issue. 

And  on  all  of  these  votes,  every  single  one 
of  them,  he  voted  against  the  overwhelming 
majority  of  the  Senators  of  both  parties. 
Everybody  seems  to  be  out  of  step  but  him. 

I  am  proud  to  be  a  Democrat,  and  I  want 
to  make  that  clear.  But  I  am  humble,  I  am 
humble  in  the  belief  that  on  the  issue  of  war, 
when  you  take  your  boy  down  to  the  depot 
to  say  goodby,  maybe  never  to  see  him  again, 
on  the  issue  of  war  and  peace  I  share  the  view 
of  the  Presidents  of  both  parties  who  have 
preceded  me,  and  I  share  the  view  of  what  I 
think  is  the  overwhelming  majority  of 
Americans  today. 

We  believe  that  the  courage  of  the  age  is 
demonstrated  only  by  handling  carefully — 
and  never  carelessly — any  test  which  may 
arise.  There  are  many  of  them,  and  there 
is  no  way  to  prevent  them.  We  must  be 
ready  to  handle  them  when  they  come.  We 
must  do  it  with  care  and  with  coolness  and 
with  courage.    This  we  have  done. 

We  were  tested  in  Berlin.  President  Ken- 
nedy sent  me  there  and  he  sent  troops  in 
marching  down  the  streets  to  let  them  know 
that  we  were  there  and  we  planned  to  stay. 

We  were  tested  in  Cuba  and  a  thumb  on 
a  button  could  have  caused  a  nuclear  holo- 
caust.   And  hotheads  all  over  the  country 
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were  hollering  and  rattling  the  rockets  and 
shouting  and  saying  we  ought  to  do  it.  But 
it  took  patience,  judgment,  and  restraint. 
And  we  stood  firm. 

We  were  tested  at  Guantanamo,  right  after 
I  went  into  office,  and  in  Panama.  They 
took  a  thermometer  and  put  it  in  my  mouth 
and  took  my  temperature.  They  knew  we 
had  lost  our  President.  They  wanted  to  see 
what  kind  of  a  transition  we  could  have. 

Castro  went  out  and  turned  off  the  water 
at  our  Guantanamo  base.  Immediately  one 
of  the  candidates  for  President  shouted, 
"Send  in  the  Marines."  I  considered  sending 
in  the  Marines.  I  think  the  Marines  would 
have  been  willing  to  go  if  I  just  mashed  that 
button  and  said,  "Gentlemen,  that  is  your 
duty."  But  I  never  saw  a  Marine  that  just 
went  out  and  invited  holocaust  and  disaster 
and  suicide. 

So  we  thought  about  it  a  few  minutes  be- 
fore we  sent  in  the  Marines.  And  we  finally 
decided  after  we  talked  to  the  best  advisers 
we  could  get  that  it  was  a  lot  wiser  to  send 
one  little  admiral  down  there  to  cut  that 
water  off  than  to  send  in  all  those  Marines 
to  turn  it  on.  And  then  we  borrowed  one 
of  your  desalinization  plants  here  in  San 
Diego,  and  we  took  it  out  there.  Now  we 
make  our  own  water  and  we  fired  2,000 
Cubans  and  told  them,  "We  are  not  going 
to  give  you  any  money  any  more  and  you  go 
back  and  tell  Castro  he  cost  you  your  job." 

The  Marines  were  ready  and  the  Marines 
were  willing.  But  some  nights  I  have  to 
give  an  order  to  send  planes  out  at  11  o'clock 
on  very  important  missions,  in  various  parts 
of  the  world.  And  generally  those  boys — 
one  of  them  is  right  here,  from  San  Diego — 
generally  they  come  back  about  3:30  our 
time. 

I  have  learned  somehow  or  other  to  read 
my  reports  for  an  hour  or  two  and  then  doze 
off  to  sleep.    But  at  3:25 — I  don't  need  an 


alarm  clock — I  immediately  wake  up  to  see 
if  my  boys  got  back  home. 

And  I  call  the  Situation  Room  and  I  say, 
"Have  they  gotten  back  yet?"  And  two 
or  three  nights  I  called  and  they  said,  "No, 
Lieutenant  Klusmann  didn't  get  back.  An- 
other one  is  on  a  hill  and  the  helicopter  was 
hovering  over  him  but  they  started  shooting 
at  the  helicopter  and  they  couldn't  pick  him 
up  and  he  was  captured.  But  he  finally 
escaped  on  his  own." 

That  makes  the  goosepimples  come  up  on 
you  when  you  mash  that  button  and  tell 
them  to  go  out  and  they  don't  come  back  at 
3:30,  because  you  know  they  are  some 
mother's  son,  and  except  for  the  grace  of 
God  it  might  be  my  mother's  son.  I  try  to 
keep  that  in  my  mind. 

So  when  we  were  tested  in  the  Gulf  of 
Tonkin,  when  they  shot  at  our  destroyers, 
we  answered  appropriately  and  promptly. 
We  located  their  nests  where  they  had  these 
little  PT  boats,  and  we  saw  a  city  there 
that  had  a  lot  of  women  and  children  in  it 
that  was  on  the  Chinese  border  where  there 
are  700  million  people,  but  we  didn't  see 
any  reason  that  we  should  take  that  target 
and  kill  a  lot  of  innocent  people,  women 
and  children.  What  we  wanted  was  where 
those  PT  boats  were  nesting.  We  wanted 
to  get  the  old  hen's  nest. 

So  we  looked  at  the  targets  and  we  picked 
this  one  and  we  picked  this  one  and  we 
picked  this  one  and  this  one,  and  then  your 
heart  kind  of  comes  up  in  your  throat  a 
minute,  but  you  say,  "Go  on  in,  men,"  give 
them  the  order,  and  the  answer  is  to  go 
ahead.  The  order  goes  out,  and  those  boys 
get  their  planes  off  the  deck  and  they  went 
in  and  they  destroyed  their  nests,  and  nearly 
all  of  them  came  back. 

So  the  world  knows,  all  the  world  knows, 
what  you  know  tonight,  that  America  says 
what  it  means  and  means  what  it  says  about 
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keeping  the  peace  against  aggressors. 

And  fourth  and  finally,  all  Americans 
know  in  this  world  of  danger  that  we  must 
be  calm  and  we  must  be  clear. 

Just  in  these  last  2  weeks  the  world  has 
been  stirred  by  two  great  events  among  the 
Communists,  the  change  of  leadership  in 
the  Kremlin  and  the  explosion  of  a  nuclear 
device  on  a  Chinese  desert. 

The  eyes  of  the  free  world  turned  to 
Washington  and  it  became  the  duty  of  your 
President,  the  only  President  you  have,  to 
speak  up  for  your  country.  This  is  what 
I  did  10  days  ago,  and  the  response  that 
we  received  from  all  around  the  world  shows 
that  our  strength  and  our  fairness  and  our 
firmness  are  understood.  The  world  knows 
that  our  course  is  steady  and  our  purpose 
of  peace  is  unchanged. 

For  a  long  time  now,  for  many  years,  the 
world  has  had  its  spotlight  on  America. 
They  have  looked  to  America  for  power  and 
for  leadership.  For  many  years  now,  under 
many  Presidents,  from  both  parties,  America 
has  proved  worthy  of  that  confidence. 
America's  strength  is  respected.  We  are 
just  190  million  out  of  3  billion.  We  are 
outnumbered  15  to  i  in  population.  But  our 
strength  is  respected  and  our  purpose  is  hon- 
ored, and  our  word  is  trusted. 

There  have  been  dark  days  and  there  have 
been  great  dangers  in  the  past.  Who  knows, 
tomorrow  morning  may  bring  new  chal- 
lenges. 

There  is  danger  and  there  is  difficulty  to- 
night in  parts  of  the  world,  particularly  in 
Southeast  Asia,  and  there  is  work  undone, 
work  undone  for  freedom  in  every  continent 
of  the  world.  I  can  tell  you  that  freedom 
is  stronger  tonight  than  it  has  been  in  any 
time  in  20  years.  I  can  tell  you  this:  that 
the  foes  of  freedom,  the  enemies  of  freedom, 
are  more  divided  than  they  have  been  in  20 
years. 


You  heard  the  Hitler  objective  of  divide 
and  conquer.  There  are  some  who  do  it 
deliberately  and  there  are  some  who  do  it 
maliciously,  and  there  are  some  who  do  it 
because  they  don't  know  any  better,  but  it  is 
not  to  your  interest  to  hate  your  neighbor. 
It  is  not  to  your  child's  good  to  fear  your 
friend. 

This  preaching  of  hate  and  fear,  and  doubt 
and  division,  and  distrust  and  doubt  about 
your  Government — that  is  what  destroys  gov- 
ernments, but  we  have  so  many  things  to  be 
thankful  for.  We  have  so  much  to  protect, 
so  much  to  preserve,  and  besides  you  are  just 
so  much  happier  when  you  love  than  when 
you  hate. 

So  let's  look  back  and  see  what  our 
grandpa  and  our  grandma  and  those  that 
came  here  in  '49  and  those  who  came  and 
started  to  establish  a  government  in  '76,  let's 
look  back  and  see  how  far  they  have  come 
from  their  covered  wagons  to  our  Air  Force 
One,  our  707's,  to  our  supersonic  planes  that 
are  now  on  the  drawing  boards,  that  will  go 
over  2,000  miles  an  hour. 

Let's  just  see  if  we  can't  find  something 
good  about  America,  and  let's  see  if  we  can't 
take  a  little  pride  in  that  flag,  and  let's  see  if 
we  can't  have  a  litde  feeling  well  up  in  us 
and  see  if  we  can't  get  down  on  our  knees 
sometime  during  the  night  and  thank  God 
that  I  am  an  American. 

I  have  traveled  around  the  world  and  I 
have  been  in  many  countries,  and  I  have 
seen  the  glories  of  art  and  architecture.  I 
have  seen  the  sun  rise  on  Mont  Blanc.  But 
the  most  beautiful  vision  that  these  eyes  ever 
beheld  was  that  American  flag  in  a  foreign 
land. 

And  I  think  I  tell  you  the  truth  when  I 
say  that  my  707  has  never  touched  down  in 
any  country  on  any  continent  where  we  were 
met  by  any  person  that  wouldn't  like  to  trade 
places  with  us. 
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So  let's  get  rid  of  our  martyr  complexes 
and  our  psychotic  tendencies,  and  let's  try 
to  get  back  to  work  to  unite  America,  just 
like  we  were  in  other  dangerous  periods  that 
we  all  went  and  bought  our  liberty  bonds, 
and  let's  try  to  put  in  our  nickel's  worth  and 
make  our  suggestions.  But  let's  don't  be 
mean  and  vicious  and  dirty  about  it.  Let's 
try  to  heal  the  wounds. 

As  I  said  last  night,  Lincoln  abolished 
slavery  100  years  ago.  Now  let  us  have  a 
worthy  objective.  Even  though  some  of  us 
have  money  in  our  pockets,  clothes  on  our 
backs,  and  food  in  our  stomachs,  let's  dedi- 
cate ourselves  in  the  next  few  years  not  to 
abolish  slavery  but  to  go  out  and  abolish 
poverty  among  all  people. 

You  are  inspiring  just  to  look  at  and  I 
would  like  to  talk  all  night,  but  they  keep 
walking  up  in  front  of  me  and  telling  me 
that  the  plane  is  ready  to  go. 

On  next  Tuesday  I  am  going  to  be  at  my 
litde  library  room  down  at  the  Pedernales 
where  my  grandfather  and   grandmother 


and  mother  and  father  and  uncles  and  cous- 
ins and  aunts  are  all  buried  on  the  banks 
of  that  litde  river,  and  I  am  going  to  pick 
up  the  telephone  now  and  then  and  talk 
to  some  neighbors  across  the  country. 

I  just  hope  that  by  your  decision,  by  your 
following  your  conscience  and  doing  in  your 
heart  what  you  know  is  right,  I  just  hope  that 
Pat  Brown  or  Pierre  Salinger  or  whoever 
can  call  without  calling  me  collect — maybe 
Lionel  Van  Deerlin,  Quintin  Whelan  or 
Mayor  Kern — I  hope  some  of  you  will  call 
me  and  say,  "California,  here  I  come." 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  7:30  p.m.  at  Lind- 
bergh Field,  San  Diego,  Calif.  During  the  course 
of  his  remarks  he  referred  to  Senator  Pierre  E.  G. 
Salinger,  Representative  Lionel  Van  Deerlin,  and 
Quintin  Whelan,  and  Paul  B.  Carpenter,  Democratic 
candidates  for  Representative,  all  of  California, 
Mayor  Frank  Kern  of  San  Diego,  Governor  Edmund 
G.  Brown  of  California  and  Mrs.  Brown,  and  David 
O.  McKay,  president  of  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ 
of  Latter-day  Saints,  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah. 

The  text  of  the  remarks  of  Mrs.  Johnson,  who 
spoke  briefly,  was  also  released. 
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President  Brown,  than\  you  for  that  in- 
spiring invocation,  President  Tanner,  my 
fellow  Americans: 

I  am  honored  to  be  in  this  famous  taber- 
nacle this  morning.  I  am  proud  to  be  on 
this  platform  with  President  Brown.  It  also 
makes  me  glad  to  be  here  with  four  patriotic 
Utah  citizens  whose  hopes  and  lives  are 
dedicated  to  their  State  and  to  their  country. 

Senator  Frank  Moss,  who  introduced  me, 
known  as  Ted  Moss,  is  my  friend  of  many 
years.  He  has  worked  closely  with  me  in 
trying  to  make  our  country  greater,  stronger, 
and  wiser,  and  the  growth  of  our  Nation 
and  how  it  fulfills  its  responsibilities  of  the 


future  depend  in  large  measure  on  men  of 
this  type,  men  like  Ted  Moss. 

Calvin  Rampton,  a  distinguished  Salt 
Lake  City  lawyer;  David  King,  who  worked 
so  effectively  for  Utah  in  the  Congress;  and 
Bill  Bruhn,  an  able  and  energetic  citizen 
of  Ogden,  these  are  the  kind  of  men  that 
I  think  make  this  country  great  and  help 
it  to  endure  all  the  trials  and  tribulations 
that  we  face  in  these  perilous  times. 

For  me,  this  occasion  this  morning  is 
deeply  moving  and  very  meaningful. 

Only  a  year  ago  last  month,  there  stood 
here — where  I  stand  now — the  President  of 
the  United  States.    None  could  know  when 
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he  spoke  here  how  tragically  short  was  the 
time  that  remained  for  his  life  and  his  leader- 
ship among  us.  But  all  who  knew  him 
know  that  you  gave  to  him  a  gratifying 
moment  which  brightened  his  life  to  the 
very  end. 

President  Kennedy  returned  from  Salt 
Lake  City  knowing,  as  he  had  not  known 
before,  that  the  people  of  America  supported 
his  efforts  to  make  this  world  safer  for  all 
mankind.  For  that  gratification  that  you 
gave  to  him,  by  your  affirmation  of  America's 
devotion  to  peace,  I  would  like  this  morning 
to  express  to  you  my  deeply  felt  appreciation. 

Over  these  last  11  months,  all  of  us  have 
had  occasion  to  reflect — reflect  as  seldom 
before — upon  what  it  means  to  bear  the  bur- 
dens of  responsibility  that  are  borne  by  our 
particular  generation  of  Americans.  In  that 
one  awful  and  incredible  instant  last  Novem- 
ber, we  looked  deeply  into  the  chasm  of 
change.  If  what  we  saw  together  made  us 
more  humble,  I  believe  it  also  served  to  make 
us  more  hopeful. 

Men  and  nations  learn  from  revelations. 
In  that  moment,  it  was  revealed  to  us  how 
much  America  means  to  mankind,  and 
really,  how  much  we  mean  to  each  other. 
In  all  of  our  purposes  and  pursuits  since 
then,  it  seems  to  me  there  has  been  a  grow- 
ing will  among  the  people  to  heal  their 
wounds,  to  come  a  little  closer  together, 
rather  than  to  risk  having  our  society  divided 
and  coming  apart. 

This  is  the  truth  about  America.  This  is 
the  truth  that  each  of  us  must  never  forget. 
In  your  lifetime  and  mine,  there  has  never 
been  a  moment  when  America  more  needed 
its  imity,  or  the  world  more  needed  a  united 
America,  than  today. 

Over  these  last  1 1  months,  and  particularly 
over  these  last  2  weeks,  the  world  about  us 
has  had  sweeping  changes. 

In  the  dark  corridors  of  the  Kremlin,  new 


leaders  have  moved  to  power. 

In  Communist  China,  nuclear  bombs  have 
been  unleashed. 

In  England,  our  great  ally,  the  people  have 
chosen  a  labor  government. 

In  Japan,  the  Prime  Minister  has  resigned 
and  a  new  government  is  now  being  formed. 

In  India,  the  great  leader  Nehru  has  passed 
on  and  Shastri  has  taken  his  place. 

In  capitals  of  the  free  world,  in  capitals  of 
the  Communist  world,  and  in  capitals  of  the 
emerging  world  there  has  come — and  con- 
tinues to  come — change  of  a  magnitude  and 
moment  that  are  seldom  known  to  man. 

I  believe  that  we  are  entering  a  new  era 
in  the  affairs  of  man.  I  am  certain  that  we 
and  the  world  really  have  two  directions  that 
we  can  go. 

We  can,  in  the  words  of  one  of  your  old 
hymns,  commit  our  efforts  to  moving  "on 
to  eternal  perfection."  Or  we  can,  in  folly 
and  foolhardiness,  allow  the  world  to  move 
recklessly  toward  eternal  damnation. 

For  whatever  may  unfold,  you  and  I  are 
cast  in  very  decisive  roles.  This  generation 
of  Americans,  more  than  any  other,  will  de- 
cide by  our  example  and  our  enterprise 
whether  change  shall  serve  creative  or  de- 
structive purposes  for  humankind. 

So  in  today's  changing  world,  and  in  to- 
day's turbulent  sea,  all  mankind  seeks  a  rock 
to  cling  to.  America  must  stand  as  that 
rock.  It  will  be  that  rock  if  we  follow  our 
fixed  star — the  ideals  of  a  free  society  that 
have  guided  our  Nation  through  its  gravest 
dangers  and  shaped  our  country  through 
its  finest  hours. 

First,  we  must  meet  our  moral  responsi- 
bility to  the  resources  with  which  God  en- 
dowed our  land. 

Waste  is  wrong,  wherever  we  permit  it, 
and  the  first  thing  I  did  as  President  was  to 
put  all  the  resources  of  the  Government  to 
work    immediately    stopping    waste.    We 
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just  must  not  permit  the  waste  of  what  God 
gave  us  all.  We  must  conserve  and  we 
must  develop  the  earth,  the  air,  and  the 
water  on  which  all  life  depends  and,  really, 
all  success  rests. 

Second,  we  must  meet  our  moral  respon- 
sibility to  our  own  people,  to  the  young,  to 
the  aged,  to  the  laborer,  the  manager,  and 
the  producer  of  our  food  and  fiber  and  our 
minerals,  to  those  in  urban  areas  and  rural 
areas  alike,  encouraging  independence  and 
always  encouraging  self-reliance  and  indi- 
vidual initiative. 

We  must  provide  for  our  children  an 
opportunity  for  the  best  education  that  he 
or  she  can  absorb,  because  in  this  techno- 
logical age  they  are  going  to  be  at  a  great 
disadvantage  if  they  have  not  accumulated 
all  the  information  and  knowledge  avail- 
able to  them. 

We  must  provide  for  every  person  of  ad- 
vancing age  the  dignity  and  the  care  that 
honorable  years  deserve. 

For  every  man  who  labors,  there  must  be 
respect  for  his  rights  and  opportunity  for 
his  advancement  in  a  growing  America. 

For  every  man  who  ventures  in  business 
with  his  capital,  there  must  be  the  oppor- 
tunity to  compete  fairly  and  to  profit  fairly 
in  proportion  to  his  initiative  and  his 
abilities. 

For  this  richest  and  strongest  and  most 
successful  society  in  the  history  of  mankind, 
there  just  must  be  a  moral  commitment  to 
wipe  away  the  causes  of  poverty  and  ig- 
norance and  disease. 

We  are  all  God's  children,  and  the  true 
morality  of  private  life  is  the  true  morality 
of  a  free  society:  the  Golden  Rule,  do  unto 
others  as  you  would  have  others  do  unto 
you. 

Third,  we  must,  as  a  moral  people,  meet 
our  moral  opportunities  to  other  peoples 
as  well  as  our  own.    For  those  who  aspire  to 


be  free,  we  here  in  America  must  keep 
aflame  the  torch  of  liberty,  by  being  strong 
ourselves,  and  being  steadfast  and  sure  in 
all  that  we  do. 

Around  the  world  more  milUons  are  en- 
slaved by  hunger  than  by  tyrants.  All  the 
world's  religions  call  on  man  to  give  to  the 
poor,  and  as  a  nation  we  have  done  so. 

We  have  not  done  this  merely  to  halt 
communism.  Our  generosity  flows  from 
deeper  springs  of  human  compassion,  and 
we  just  must  never  allow  those  springs  to 
dry  up  in  our  private  life  or  in  our  public 
policies. 

If  we  do  in  the  world  what  is  right  and 
just  and  good,  if  we  keep  our  moral  re- 
sponsibilities and  if  we  meet  our  oppor- 
tunities, our  purpose  and  our  conduct  can 
change  the  entire  world. 

Fourth,  we  must  learn  to  live  in  the  closer 
family  of  man  here  at  home  and  in  the 
world.  At  home  we  must  ever  strive  to  be  a 
more  tolerant  people,  not  because  laws  re- 
quire it  but  because  our  conscience  com- 
mands it. 

Whatever  destiny  determines  that  we  must 
do,  we  can  do  it  only  as  a  nation  united. 
This  morning  as  we  meet  here,  as  never 
before  in  all  of  our  lives,  we  very  much  need 
a  tolerant  condition  of  our  national  mind, 
to  assure  the  unity  of  our  people  in  all  our 
purposes  and  all  of  our  pursuits. 

Finally,  in  the  world  of  our  times,  in  a 
world  of  great  change,  it  must  be  America's 
unchanging  purpose  to  lead  in  the  quest  for 
peace.  Our  task,  our  urgent  and  our  ever 
present  task,  is  to  change  civilization's  careen- 
ing course  and  change  it  away  from  the  ulti- 
mate folly — change  it  toward  the  ultimate 
fruitfulness  of  a  world  that  knows  no  war. 

America  has  great  strength.  The  world 
trusts  both  our  will  to  use  it  and  our  will  will 
always  be  to  use  it  with  appropriate  restraint. 
Neither  the  world's  trust,  nor  our  own  re- 
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straint,  must  ever  be  lost  or  must  ever  be 
left  in  doubt.  In  what  v^e  do,  America  must 
be  guided  by  self-confidence,  and  not  by 
self-doubt. 

All  political  systems  change.  They  are 
forced  to  by  historic  circumstance.  And  it 
would  be  dangerously  foolish  to  believe  that 
Soviet  Russia  or  Communist  China  will  soon 
become  open  societies.  But  it  would  be 
equally  foolish  to  think  that  they  will  never 
change.  Inside  Russia,  the  Soviet  Union, 
today  a  powerful  force  for  change  is  already 
at  work.  Education,  the  bedrock  of  democ- 
racy, the  enemy  of  dictatorship,  is  plowing 
its  way. 

Inside  the  Communist  bloc,  powerful  cur- 
rents are  surging  against  the  dam.  Premier 
Khrushchev  a  short  time  before  he  was  de- 
posed, speaking  of  some  of  the  satellite  coun- 
tries, said,  "Like  children,  they  have  grown 
up  and  now  are  too  large  to  spank." 

So  we  cannot  sit  idly  by — we  must  work 
to  guide  the  inevitable  changes  that  lie  ahead. 
This  has  been — and  this  will  continue  to 
be — ^my  course  and  my  leadership. 

When  the  Soviet  Government  changed 
governments  last  week,  I  sent  word  to  Mos- 
cow that  America's  basic  policy  remained 
unchanged.  This  week  I  received  an  answer 
from  Mr.  Kosygin.  He  is  the  new  head  of 
the  Soviet  Government.  In  his  response  he 
said  that  the  Soviet  Union  would  maintain 
its  present  policies  and  would  seek  better 
relations  and  maintain  its  own  search  for 
peace  with  the  West.  He  said  that  the  So- 
viet Union  would  continue  its  communica- 
tion with  the  United  States. 

The  Ambassador  of  the  Soviet  Union  came 
to  spend  an  hour  with  me.  He  said  that 
the  Soviet  Union  would  continue  to  explore 
areas  of  mutual  interest. 

Well,  this  is  a  heartening  response.  We 
must  never  underestimate  the  danger  of  com- 


munism, but  neither  should  we  under- 
estimate the  danger  to  all  of  us  and  to  all  of 
the  world  if  nuclear  bombs  are  unleashed 
and  in  a  moment  of  anger  we  should  wipe 
out  the  lives  of  millions  that  we  can  never 
restore  if  we  do  not  constantly,  uppermost, 
as  our  first  priority,  seek  and  search  and  plead 
and  pray  that  we  may  find  a  way  toward 
peace. 

As  your  President,  the  only  President  you 
have,  as  the  leader  of  the  mightiest  nation 
in  all  the  world,  I  can  assure  you  that  we 
intend  to  preserve  that  might  as  a  deterrent 
to  others  and  as  a  requirement  to  defend 
ourselves. 

But,  on  the  other  hand,  while  we  will  al- 
ways keep  our  guard  up  and  we  will  always 
keep  alert,  we  will  always  have  our  hand  out. 
We  intend  to  bury  no  one,  but  we  don't  in- 
tend to  be  buried,  either. 

We  will  constandy  try  to  be  vigilant  and 
prudent.  We  will  constantly  try  to  be  strong 
and  cautious.  We  will  try  to  be  careful  and 
restrained,  and  never  careless  or  bombastic. 

There  is  nothing  to  be  gained  from  rat- 
tling our  rockets  or  bluffing  with  our  bombs, 
because  we  know,  and  our  adversaries  know, 
that  we  have  the  might.  We  will  expect 
respect  for  America's  interest,  but  we  will 
continue  with  every  resource  at  my  com- 
mand to  work  for  a  lasting  and  a  just  and 
an  honorable  peace  among  men. 

We  want  our  children  to  survive.  We 
want  our  children  to  say,  that  was  the  gen- 
eration that  split  the  atom,  and  that  was  the 
generation  that  united  all  mankind. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  9:03  a.m.  at  the 
Mormon  Tabernacle  in  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah.  In 
his  opening  words  he  referred  to  Hugh  B.  Brown 
and  N.  Eldon  Tanner,  counselors  to  David  O.  Mc- 
Kay, president  of  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of 
Latter-day  Saints.  Later  he  referred  to  Senator 
Frank  E.  Moss,  Calvin  Rampton,  Democratic  candi- 
date for  Governor,  and  David  S.  King  and  William 
G.  Bruhn,  Democratic  candidates  for  Representative, 
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all  of  Utah.  He  also  referred  to  Aleksei  N.  Kosygin, 
chairman  of  the  Council  of  Ministers,  U.S.S.R.,  and 
Anatoly   F.   Dobrynin,   Ambassador  to  the   United 


States   from   the   Soviet  Union.     The  text   of  the 
messages  of  the  President  and  Mr.  Kosygin  was  not 

released. 


738    Remarks  Recorded  for  the  Dedication  of  the  Graduate 
Research  Center  of  the  Southwest.     October  29,  1964 


Governor  Connally,  Mayor  Jonsson,  Mayor 
Ryan,  Dr,  Ber\ner,  my  fellow  Americans: 

I  am  particularly  proud  to  take  these  mo- 
ments this  afternoon  to  join  with  you  in 
marking  this  milestone  of  progress  for  the 
Graduate  Research  Center  of  the  Southwest. 

In  our  land,  our  future  is  influenced  by 
the  choices  of  our  elections. 

But,  in  a  much  more  important  way,  the 
fate  of  our  freedom  rests  upon  the  faithful- 
ness with  which  we  honor  and  keep  our 
society's  oldest  commitment — the  commit- 
ment to  education. 

We  have  learned  in  America  that  the 
surest  safeguard  against  centralization  of 
political  power  is  the  diffusion  of  human 
knowledge.  As  Mirabeau  Lamar  once 
said — and  as  I  like  to  repeat  in  every  State — 
*'The  educated  mind  is  the  guardian  genius 
of  democracy." 

The  more  strong  centers  of  learning  and 
research  that  are  built  across  our  Nation, 
the  stronger  becomes  the  fabric  of  our  free- 
dom and  the  fiber  of  our  Great  Society. 

The  Graduate  Research  Center  of  the 
Southwest,  under  the  leadership  of  Dr. 
Berkner,  helps  to  fill  a  vital  need  for  the 
vigorous  future  of  Texas  and  the  Southwest. 
It  has  long  had  my  admiration  and  my 
support. 

Too  often  too  many  Americans  conclude 
that  our  country  has  completed  its  course. 
Actually,  America  is  still  only  a  very  new 
land — a  young  land,  still  putting  in  place 
the  foundation  for  the  greatness  of  a  grow- 
ing society.    We  have  one  of  the  oldest  gov- 


ernments but  one  of  the  youngest  countries. 

Among  our  regions,  few  have  so  much 
promise  and  potential  as  the  southwest  part 
of  our  country.  Where  we  have  seen  dra- 
matic change  over  the  past  two  decades  in 
the  Southwest,  the  remaining  decades  of 
this  century  will  bring  far  more  profound 
changes — in  the  growth  of  our  population, 
our  cities,  our  economy,  our  horizons. 

If  those  Americans  who  come  after  us 
are  to  know  and  are  to  enjoy  a  life  of  the 
first  class  as  free  and  responsible  citizens, 
then  we  must  keep  faith  with  that  early 
Texas  commitment  to  education  of  the  first 
class. 

It  is  important  to  that  future  that  we  em- 
ploy human  knowledge  to  better  and  to  im- 
prove human  life. 

It  is  important  to  the  security  and  well- 
being  of  our  country  that  we  continue  to 
exercise  leadership  in  all  aspects  of  human 
knowledge. 

It  is  important  to  the  moral  and  political 
values  of  our  society — ^and  to  their  preserva- 
tion— that  we  set  for  ourselves  goals  of  ex- 
cellence as  the  only  goals  acceptable  for  this 
free  and  responsible  people. 

Our  tasks  ahead  will  not  be  easy  tasks. 

None  of  the  tasks  facing  Americans  today 
can  honesdy  be  described  as  easy  or  simple 
or  uncomplicated.  In  States  such  as 
Texas — and  in  regions  such  as  the  South- 
west— the  future  before  us  is  complex  and 
challenging  and  demanding.  But  our  re- 
gion, like  all  our  Nation,  is  blessed  with 
many  resources,  the  greatest  of  which  are 
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our  human  resources. 

I  am  confident  that  the  Graduate  Research 
Center  of  the  Southwest  will,  through  the 
years  to  come,  play  an  invaluable  role  in 
helping  us  to  fulfill  the  potential  of  the 
human  resources  of  a  great  region. 

That  is  why  I  am  so  especially  proud  to 
participate  this  afternoon  in  these  cere- 
monies. They  are  symbolic  of  the  awaken- 
ing which  is  running  throughout  our  Na- 
tion. It  is  an  awakening  that  will  find  its 
reward  in  the  greater  strength  we  of  this 
generation  contribute  to  the  generations  to 
come  after  us. 

On  the  strength  we  build  today  rests  the 


outcome  of  the  contests  of  this  century  be- 
tween the  way  of  freedom  and  the  ways  of 
darkness.  A  strong  nation,  a  united  nation, 
a  nation  committed  to  the  education,  the 
enlightenment  and  the  advancement  of  its 
people  is  the  nation  that  will  succeed  in  the 
struggle  to  win  those  contests  between  a 
world  of  war  or  a  world  of  peace. 

note:  The  President's  remarks  were  video-taped  in 
the  Fish  Room  at  the  White  House  on  October  27  for 
release  at  the  dedication  on  October  29  of  the 
Graduate  Research  Center  of  the  Southwest,  located 
near  Dallas,  Tex.  His  opening  words  referred  to 
John  B.  Connally,  Governor  of  Texas,  Erik  Jonsson, 
mayor  of  Dallas,  Herbert  Ryan,  mayor  of  Richard- 
son, Tex.,  and  Dr.  Lloyd  V.  Berkner,  president  of 
the  Center. 


739    Presidential  Statement  No.  8  on  Economic  Issues: 
Expanding  World  Trade.    October  29,  1964 


I.  THE  POLICY  of  trade  liberalization- 
pursued  ever  since  the  Trade  Agreements 
Act  of  1934,  by  both  Democratic  and  Re- 
publican administrations — has  served  this 
country  vv^ell.  Our  foreign  trade,  which 
amounted  to  only  $3.8  billion  in  1934,  is  now 
running  at  an  annual  rate  of  $42^2  billion — 
$24^  billion  in  exports  and  |i8  billion  in 
imports. 

2.  Our  exports  provide  jobs  for  about  3.6 
million  American  workers  and  oudets  for 
the  crops  of  one  out  of  every  four  acres  of 
our  farms.  Our  imports  provide  essential 
raw  materials  for  our  industries,  maintain  a 
healthy  pressure  on  our  own  producers  and 
workers  to  step  up  their  efficiency,  ofiEer  our 
consumers  a  wider  choice  of  goods  at  com- 
petitive prices,  and  counteract  domestic 
pressures  for  price  increases. 

3.  On  the  basis  of  the  Trade  Expansion 
Act  of  1962,  we  are  currently  able  to  engage 
in  the  sixth  round  of  international  negotia- 
tions under  the  auspices   of   the   General 


Agreement  on  Tariffs  and  Trade  (GATT). 
The  Trade  Expansion  Act  is  one  of  the  great 
legislative  monuments  to  President  Ken- 
nedy's leadership,  and  this  administration  is 
fully  committed  to  its  vigorous  implementa- 
tion. 

4.  The  current  negotiations  will  not  im- 
pose burdens  on  some  nations  to  provide 
gains  for  others.  They  are  being  conducted 
on  a  basis  of  reciprocity,  and  their  success 
will  be  advantageous  to  all  participating  na- 
tions. The  negotiations  may  be  lengthy, 
complex,  and  at  times  difficult,  but  we  are 
prudendy  confident  of  fruitful  results. 

5.  Special  import  difficulties  confronting 
particular  sections  of  our  economy  may  at 
times  require  remedial  action.  This  ad- 
ministration has  taken  action  to  meet  the 
problems  of  meat  producers  and  of  cotton 
textile  and  apparel  manufacturers.  We  are 
also  seeking  to  work  out  arrangements 
among  the  woolen  textile-producing  nations 
which  would  be  in  the  mutual  interests  of  all. 
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6.  However  necessary,  such  remedial  ac- 
tions are  the  exception  rather  than  the  rule. 
The  main  thrust  of  this  administration — ^as 
of  Democratic  and  Republican  administra- 


tions for  the  past  30  years — will  be  toward 
trade  liberalization. 

note:  For  a  statement  by  the  President  announcing 
a  series  o£  statements  on  economic  issues,  see  Item 

707. 


740    Presidential  Statement  No.  9  on  Economic  Issues:  Promoting 
Price-Wage  Decisions.     October  29,  1964 


I.  THE  PRICE-WAGE  guideposts  were 
developed  under  President  Kennedy  and  re- 
aflSrmed  by  this  administration  to  facilitate 
decisions  by  business  and  labor  that  help  us 
preserve  price  stability. 

2.  The  guideposts  provide  the  public  with 
a  means  of  judging  whether  the  price  and 
wage  decisions  made  by  business  and  labor 
are  noninflationary  and  therefore  consistent 
with  the  public  interest. 

3.  They  reflect  the  fact  that  overall  sta- 
biUty  of  prices  can  be  assured  if  wage  in- 
creases do  not  exceed  the  economywide  rate 
of  gain  in  productivity  and  if  industries  with 
exceptionally  high  productivity  gains  reduce 
their  prices. 

4.  With  some  exceptions,  price  and  wage 
decisions  have  been  within  the  framework  of 
the  guideposts  in  the  1961-64  period: 

— Price  increases  in  industries  with 
below-average  productivity  gains  have  been 
offset  by  price  decreases  elsewhere. 

— Average  wage  and  benefit  increases 
have  not  exceeded  the  long-run  rise  in  the 
productivity  of  our  workers,  so  that  labor 
cost  per  unit  of  output  has  not  risen  since 
the  beginning  of  1961.  In  fact,  it  has  fallen 
by  3.4  percent  in  manufacturing. 

5.  Our  remarkable  record  of  price  stability 
has  (a)  protected  consumers  at  home  by 
maintaining  the  purchasing  power  of  the 
dollar  and  (b)  enabled  us  to  strengthen  the 
competitive  position  of  our  goods  abroad 


and  improve  our  balance  of  payments: 

— ^Wholesale  prices  are,  on  the  average, 
o.i  percent  below  5  years  ago,  and  down 
0.3  percent  since  the  beginning  of  this  year. 

— Industrial  wholesale  prices  have  fallen 
0.3  percent  over  the  past  5  years. 

— Since  1961  the  wholesale  price  record 
in  the  United  States  is  the  best  of  any 
major  country  in  the  world.  For  example, 
while  wholesale  prices  here  were  falling  a 
bit,  they  rose  in  all  the  major  European 
countries,  from  about  3  percent  for  Germany 
to  1 1  )/2  percent  for  Italy. 

— Consumer  prices  have  also  been  more 
stable  than  in  any  other  major  country  in 
the  world.  As  compared  to  our  consumer 
price  increase  of  slightly  less  than  4  percent 
since  the  ist  quarter  of  1961,  major  Euro- 
pean countries  experienced  increases  of  10 
percent  to  19  percent. 

6.  The  guideposts  are  not  compulsory 
and  do  not  fix  prices  or  wages.  In  our  econ- 
omy, those  are  matters  properly  left  to  free 
markets  and  free  collective  bargaining. 
The  term  "guideposts"  conveys  exacdy 
what  was  intended — not  hard  and  fast  pre- 
scriptions for  every  wage  settlement  or 
price  decision — but  criteria  for  responsible 
action  by  both  labor  and  business. 

7.  The  guideposts  are  a  sound  basis  for 
continued  price  stability  and  are  increasingly 
important  as  our  economy  rises  closer  and 
closer  to  its  full  potential.    They  have  made 
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all  of  us — ^in  business,  in  labor,  and  in 
Government — ^more  keenly  aware  of  the 
importance  of  our  own  actions  for  price 
stability  and  sustained  prosperity.  This 
increased  understanding  and  sense  of  re- 


sponsibility can  strengthen  our  economy  in 
the  years  ahead. 

note:  For  a  statement  by  the  President  announcing 
a  series  of  statements  on  economic  issues,  see  Item 
707. 


741     Remarks  at  an  Airport  Rally  in  Wichita. 
October  29,  1964 


Mr.  Chairman,  distinguished  platform 
guests,  my  neighbors  here  in  the  great  State 
of  Kansas: 

One  great  resource  that  you  have  in  Kansas 
is  able,  dedicated  men — ^men  like  Harry 
Wiles  who  is  going  to  be  your  next  Governor. 
Harry  is  an  action  man.  He  is  determined 
to  make  Kansas  a  more  prosperous  and  a 
stronger  State.  Kansas  citizens  can  perform 
no  more  beneficial  service  for  themselves  and 
their  families  than  to  make  sure  next  Tues- 
day that  Harry  Wiles  is  their  leader  and  is 
elected. 

You  have  a  good  many  good  men  running 
for  Congress.  I  urge  you  to  work  for  them, 
to  support  them,  to  vote  for  them,  men  like 
Bill  Bork  from  the  First  Congressional  Dis- 
trict; John  Montgomery  from  the  Second 
Congressional  District;  Clayton  Dial  from 
the  Third  Congressional  District  Jack  Glaves 
from  the  Fourth  District,  here  in  Wichita. 

In  the  days  ahead  you  are  going  to  need 
these  men  in  Washington.  I  need  them  in 
Washington.  So  please  send  them  there 
next  Tuesday. 

I  am  glad  to  see  my  old  friend  Frank  Theis 
and  Mrs.  Marie  Vickers,  and  my  old  friend 
Mrs.  Georgia  Gray,  and  Mrs.  Olive  Ann 
Beech. 

My  friends,  I  have  been  in  Wichita  before. 
You  are  a  very  hospitable  people.  I  shall 
never  forget  the  visits  that  I  have  had  with 
some  of  your  leading  citizens  with  regard  to 
your  reservoir  here  when  I  was  majority 


leader  of  the  Senate.  But  the  yellow  rose  of 
Texas  has  turned  into  a  sunflower  today. 

We  are  so  hopeful  about  Kansas,  and  we 
think  so  much  of  Kansas,  that  both  Hubert 
Humphrey,  the  next  Vice  President,  and  I 
are  both  Jayhawkers  this  afternoon.  Ac- 
tually, we  almost  met  here  in  Wichita  this 
afternoon,  but  Hubert  told  me  that  he 
thought  it  really  wasn't  necessary  to  meet  in 
Wichita  because  we  ought  to  be  seeing  a  lot 
of  each  other  after  next  Tuesday  at  the  White 
House. 

These  are  good  times  in  our  country. 
These  are  good  times  in  Kansas.  For  al- 
most 45  months,  that  is  nearly  4  years,  we 
have  had  the  longest  and  the  strongest  peace- 
time expansion  in  the  history  of  our  Nation, 
and  we  have  maintained  the  most  stable 
prices  of  any  nation  in  the  Western  World. 

The  old  rhythm  of  recessions  and  depres- 
sions seems  to  have  been  broken.  This  ad- 
ministration is  the  first  in  more  than  a 
century  not  to  have  either  a  recession  or  a 
depression,  or  even  a  downturn  in  our  pros- 
perity. This  record  is  not  the  record  of 
Washington  alone.  This  record  is  the  work 
of  a  united  and  a  happy  and  a  responsible 
people  working  together  to  assure  the  suc- 
cess of  our  system  in  every  section. 

We  are  going  to  keep  right  on  that  course 
of  responsibility.  And  let's  give  a  litde 
thought  at  this  serious  meeting  this  afternoon 
on  what  this  responsibility  has  meant  to  the 
good  people  who  live  in  Kansas,  the  people 
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who  have  put  their  faith  in  America's  private 
enterprise  economy  by  cutting  taxes  this  year. 

This  tax  cut  that  I  put  into  effect  w^hen  I 
signed  the  bill  this  year  giving  back  $12 
billion  to  American  taxpayers — this  tax  cut 
put  money  into  Kansas  pocketbooks,  $22 
million  more  in  Wichita  alone,  $80  million 
more  in  the  State  of  Kansas  alone.  That  tax 
cut  is  helping  to  create  more  jobs.  It  is 
helping  to  put  more  Americans  to  w^ork. 

Here  in  Wichita  vi^here  we  meet  today, 
there  are  13,000  more  jobs  than  there  were 
3  years  ago.  The  unemployment  rate  was 
4.6  percent  3  years  ago.  Today  it  is  down 
to  3  percent,  well  below  the  national  average 
for  the  other  States.  When  the  tax  cut  is 
fully  effective  it  will  mean  22,000  more  jobs 
for  Kansas  workers.  Yes,  responsibility  is 
serving  America,  and  I  think  and  I  hope,  and 
I  believe,  that  you  people  in  Kansas  want  it 
to  continue  next  Tuesday. 

Americans  are  proud  that  their  country 
stands  as  the  strong  and  the  stable  and  the 
steady  center  of  a  changing  world,  and  we 
are  determined  this  will  not  change.  You 
here  in  Wichita  know  that  America  is 
strong  because  you  are  helping  to  build  the 
strength  that  makes  this  Nation  second  to 
none.  We  are  the  strongest,  we  are  the 
mightiest  nation  in  all  the  world  today. 

We  are  proud  of  the  contribution  that 
Kansas  has  made  to  the  cause  of  preserving 
peace  and  that  contribution  is  great.  Kan- 
sas ranks  in  the  50  States  31st  in  the  Nation 
in  total  manufacturing,  but  Kansas  ranks 
in  the  50  States  20th  in  the  Nation  in  defense 
contracts. 

There  is  talent  here,  there  is  ability  here, 
there  is  capital  here,  there  is  management 
here.  There  are  workers  here.  And  we 
put  them  together  in  Kansas  and  they  build 
America's  strength.  I  pledge  you  that  we 
plan  to  continue  to  build  that  strength,  for  so 
long  as  there  has  been  an  America,  our 


people  and  their  Presidents  have  worked 
for  peace.    That  is  not  going  to  change. 

We  have  a  moral  responsibility  to  lead  all 
the  nations  toward  the  goal  of  a  peaceful 
world,  toward  the  goal  of  a  just  world  and 
a  free  world,  and  we  are  not  going  to  shirk 
that  duty,  and  we  are  not  going  to  fail  that 
responsibility. 

When  the  people  of  America  go  to  the 
polls  next  Tuesday  in  all  our  50  States,  I 
believe  that  they  are  going  to  vote  their 
pride  and  not  their  partisanship,  and  cer- 
tainly not  their  prejudices. 

We  want  to  be  citizens  of  a  country  that 
all  the  world  respects,  not  a  country  that  all 
the  world  fears.  We  want  to  be  a  part  of 
the  building  of  a  better  world.  We  don't 
want  to  be  part  of  tearing  down  what  men 
have  labored  so  long  and  so  patiendy  and  so 
hopefully  to  raise  up. 

We  know  that  in  this  nuclear  age  there  is 
always  a  choice,  a  choice  of  wiping  out 
human  life  or  wiping  away  human  want  and 
human  suffering. 

Eleven  months  and  three  days  ago,  when  I 
assumed  the  awesome  responsibilities  of  the 
Presidency,  after  that  tragic  day  when  we 
lost  our  fallen  leader,  I  told  you  people  then 
that  with  God's  help  and  with  your  prayers, 
I  would  do  the  best  I  could.  The  next  week 
the  transition  began  to  take  place.  Eighty- 
five  leaders  from  the  world  came  to  the 
White  House  to  talk  about  their  relations 
with  America,  to  talk  about  their  problems 
with  each  other.  Since  that  time  we  have 
continued  to  try  to  build  a  program  for  all 
the  people. 

I  do  not  want  a  business  government;  I 
do  not  want  a  labor  government;  I  do  not 
want  a  government  that  is  fighting  with 
either  business  or  labor.  I  want  a  govern- 
ment of  all  the  people,  and  I  want  to  be 
President  of  all  the  people.  I  want  to  be 
progressive  and  still  be  prudent.     I  want 


1521 


[741]    Oct.  29 


Public  Papers  of  the  Presidents 


to  be  conservative  without  being  reactionary. 
I  w^ant  to  put  a  stop  to  all  the  w^aste  that  I 
can  find,  and  I  vi^ant  to  put  a  start  to  using 
all  the  resources  v^e  have. 

I  think  I  know  something  about  your 
State.  I  have  plowed  the  fields  in  a  neigh- 
boring one.  I  have  roamed  the  hills  and 
herded  the  cattle  and  spent  my  lifetime  in 
the  pursuit  of  vocations  that  a  lot  of  Kansans 
enjoy.  I  think  that  your  people  are  a 
people  with  vision  and  a  people  with  fore- 
sight, and  a  people  with  patriotism  who  are 
always  ready  to  defend  themselves  but  never 
want  to  provoke  anyone  else  into  an  un- 
necessary fight.  We  do  not  seek  any  land 
that  belongs  to  anyone  else,  or  any  additional 
power  in  the  world.  We  do  not  intend  to 
bury  anyone,  and  we  do  not  intend  to  be 
buried. 

We  believe  in  the  Golden  Rule  of  doing 
unto  others  as  you  would  have  them  do 
unto  you,  and  we  love  thy  neighbor  as 
thyself. 

We  do  not  preach  hate.  We  do  not  preach 
division.  We  preach  faith  and  hope  and 
love.  And  in  this  critical  time,  when  a  nu- 
clear holocaust  can  cost  you  300  million  lives, 
it  is  a  time  for  us  to  walk  and  work  in  the 
search  for  some  way,  somehow,  for  a  plan 
that  will  bring  peace  to  the  world  and  permit 
man  to  live  with  man  without  dropping 
bombs  and  destroying  him. 

My  political  philosophy  is  that  I  am  a  free 
man  first,  and  that  I  am  an  American  second, 
that  I  am  a  public  servant  third,  and  a  Demo- 
crat fourth — and  in  that  order.  I  always 
put  my  country  before  my  party. 

So  I  appeal  to  the  people  in  Wichita,  in 
this  progressive  city  that  turns  out  so  many 
products  that  make  our  Nation  strong  and 
great — I  appeal  to  the  people  of  this  city  to 
take  the  leadership  that  is  theirs  now,  to  get 
out  between  now  and  next  Tuesday  and  talk 


to  your  neighbors  and  your  kinfolks  and  your 
friends.  And  let's  try  to  unite  this  country 
because  we  need  to  be  united  as  never  before. 

Divide  and  conquer — that  is  the  slogan  of 
one  of  our  adversaries  of  a  few  years  ago. 
We  have  new  governments  taking  over  in 
different  places.  This  is  a  time  for  Ameri- 
cans to  stand  up  and  be  counted,  be  counted 
in  the  American  way  with  peace  as  our  ob- 
jective, with  prosperity  as  our  desire,  and 
with  the  hope  that  all  Americans  can  love 
each  other  instead  of  hate  each  other. 

And  finally,  next  Tuesday,  you,  the  mas- 
ters and  not  the  servants,  you  the  masters  will 
select  the  servants.  It  will  be  one  of  the 
most  responsible  decisions  that  you  ever  made 
in  your  life. 

I  sat  in  the  Cabinet  Room  for  37  meetings 
during  the  Cuban  missile  crisis.  I  saw  Mr. 
Khrushchev  bring  his  missiles  into  Cuba,  90 
miles  from  our  shores,  and  point  them  in 
our  direction.  I  saw  Mr.  Kennedy  bring  in 
all  the  men  with  the  stars  on  their  shoulders 
and  the  gold  braid  on  their  uniforms.  I 
saw  the  great  diplomat,  the  Secretary  of  State, 
the  Rhodes  scholar,  come  in  and  make  his 
recommendations. 

I  never  knew  a  single  morning  when  I  left 
home  that  I  would  see  my  wife  and  daugh- 
ters again  that  night.  It  looked  like  that  it 
was  just  about  the  time,  the  clock  was  ticking. 
But  I  am  proud  to  tell  you  after  we  were 
careful  and  cautious,  and  deliberate  and 
sober,  and  sound,  the  coolest  man  in  that 
room  was  John  Fitzgerald  Kennedy,  your 
President. 

We  do  not  know  what  the  future  holds. 
Anyone  can  start  a  war,  but  no  one  can  ever 
recoup  the  damage  it  has  done  in  the  first 
few  hours  when  300  million  lives  are  wiped 
out. 

The  kind  of  leadership  America  has  in 
this  period  is  a  matter  for  you  to  decide.    I 
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haven't  come  to  say  anything  ugly  about 
anybody.  I  spent  12  years  in  the  House  of 
Representatives;  I  spent  12  years  in  the  Sen- 
ate; I  spent  almost  3J4  years  as  Vice  Presi- 
dent; I  have  spent  almost  a  year  as  President. 
If  God  is  w^illing  and  you  approve,  next  Tues- 
day I  w^ill  tell  you  vi^hat  I  told  you  that  terrible 
night  v^hen  I  w^alked  into  the  White  House 
and  that  office  v^as  bare  and  our  leader  w^as 
gone:  With  God's  help,  vv^ith  your  prayers, 
I  v^ill  do  my  dead  level  best  to  make  this 
country  safe  and  secure  and  prosperous.  I 
believe  in  a  nation  w^here  we  have  equal 
opportunity  for  all  and  special  privilege  for 
none. 

You  ov^e  me  nothing;  you  have  already 
given  me  much.  Next  Tuesday  you  owe  a 
lot  to  yourselves  and  to  your  family.  I  am 
not  here  today  to  do  your  thinking  for  you, 
because  when  we  all  think  alike  it  means 
that  one  man  is  doing  all  the  thinking. 

So  I  just  want  to  leave  this  thought  with 
you:  Between  now  and  Tuesday — and  I  will 
be  waiting  Tuesday  night  to  hear   from 


Wichita — you  ask  yourself  what  in  your 
heart  is  right  for  you  and  your  family.  You 
ask  yourself  what  course,  what  leadership, 
you  think  would  be  safer  and  saner  for  your 
Nation.  And  then,  by  all  means  you  and 
your  family  go  and  register  your  vote,  that 
priceless  privilege  that  is  not  enjoyed  in 
many  lands  today,  and  you  select  the  kind 
of  leadership  that  you  think  will  weather 
the  storm  and  that  will  carry  us  forward  to 
peace  abroad  and  to  prosperity  at  home. 
And  whatever  your  judgment,  whatever 
your  decision,  it  will  be  all  right  with  me. 
I  will  be  waiting  to  hear  from  you. 
Thank  you  and  good  night. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  12:35  p.m.  at  a  rally 
at  the  Wichita  Municipal  Airport,  Wichita,  Kans. 
His  opening  words  "Mr.  Chairman"  referred  to 
Frank  Tice,  Democratic  State  committeeman.  Dur- 
ing the  course  of  his  remarks  he  referred  to,  among 
others,  Harry  Wiles,  Democratic  candidate  for  Gov- 
ernor, and  Bill  Bork,  John  Montgomery,  A.  Clayton 
Dial,  and  Jack  Glaves,  Democratic  candidates  for 
Representative,  all  of  Kansas. 

The  text  of  remarks  of  Mrs.  Johnson,  vi^ho  spoke 
briefly,  was  also  released. 
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Chairman  Smith,  Governor  Lawrence, 
Mayor  Tate,  Senator  Genevieve  Blatt,  my 
old  friends  Congressman  Barrett,  Congress- 
man Nix,  Congressman  Byrne,  Congress- 
man  Toll,  and  Congressman  Bill  Green,  my 
old  friends  Mi\e  Musmanno  and  Richard 
Dilworth: 

A  Httle  while  ago  we  arrived  at  the  hotel 
after  one  of  the  largest  and  the  warmest 
welcomes  of  this  campaign.  I  went  into 
my  room  and  Frank  Smith  was  with  me. 
When  I  sat  down  in  a  chair  there  by  the 
window,  Frank  looked  over  to  me  and  said, 
"Mr.  President,  i  year  ago  tonight  at  this 


very  same  hour,  in  that  very  same  chair 
that  you  are  now  sitting  in,  sat  John  Fitz- 
gerald Kennedy." 

If  I  may,  I  want  to  say  a  word  to  you  to- 
night and  to  all  Americans  about  the  role 
that  fate  has  entrusted  to  me  this  year. 

For  II  months  and  i  week  now,  I  have 
borne  the  torch  that  passed  from  the  hands 
of  that  great  and  good  and  gallant  Presi- 
dent on  that  tragic  November  day  in  1963. 
I  have  traveled  more  than  100,000  miles  into 
44  States  of  this  land,  and  every  mile  of  the 
way  that  I  have  walked,  I  have  walked  the 
path  that  was  opened  for  us  and  the  path 
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that  was  pioneered  for  us  by  John  Fitz- 
gerald Kennedy. 

In  your  great  city  and  in  every  city  I  have 
seen  millions  of  Americans.  I  have  seen  a 
proud  and  a  prospering  and  a  peaceful  peo- 
ple, and  I  have  known  that  that  pride  and 
that  prosperity  and,  above  all,  that  peace  is 
what  John  Fitzgerald  Kennedy  left  to  them. 

Of  all  that  I  have  done  in  my  life,  nothing 
has  given  such  great  pride  and  satisfaction 
to  me  as  to  stand  as  I  did  in  the  campaign 
of  i960  by  the  side  of  John  F.  Kennedy.  I 
am  proud  and  I  am  grateful  to  have  been  a 
part  of  the  campaign  which  proved  forever 
that  in  America  no  man  shall  be  denied  the 
opportunity  to  serve  his  countrymen  because 
of  the  region  in  which  he  lives  or  the  religion 
which  he  has. 

Tonight,  America  is  a  better  and  a  stronger 
nation  for  all  of  us  because  of  that  campaign 
that  we  waged  in  '60.  Philadelphia  is  a  city 
of  homes  and  families,  just  as  all  of  America 
is  a  nation  of  homes  and  families,  and  in  the 
life  of  such  a  city  and  in  the  life  of  such  a 
nation,  religion  has  always,  and  religion  must 
always,  play  a  part  in  all  that  we  do  or  all 
that  we  hope  to  do. 

I  hope  that  the  day  will  never  come  when 
any  man,  for  any  cause,  will  try  to  keep  re- 
ligion out  of  our  national  decisions  on  who 
shall  lead  us  or  the  direction  we  shall  go. 

Thank  God  that  Americans  welcome  into 
their  homes  and  into  the  lives  of  their  families 
the  preachers  and  the  priests  and  the  rabbis 
who  serve  us  all  so  faithfully  and  so 
unselfishly. 

The  men  of  the  pulpit  have  a  place  in  the 
leadership  of  our  people  and  they  have  a 
place  in  our  public  affairs.  We  should  be 
grateful  for  their  concern  over  the  well  being 
of  this  land,  for  that  is  what  America  is  all 
about,  and  that  is  what  brought  men  to  these 
shores,  and  particularly  to  this  great  State  of 
Pennsylvania. 


I  do  not  condemn  our  churches  or  our 
clergymen  for  being  concerned  that  America 
meet  her  moral  responsibilities  for  peace,  for 
preserving  human  freedom,  and  human  life> 
and  for  doing  what  a  rich  nation  can  and 
should  do  to  wipe  poverty  from  our  land. 
I  not  only  don't  condemn  them,  I  thank  God 
for  their  courage. 

As  I  go  on  tonight  to  carry  on  the  works 
of  John  Kennedy  and  the  program  that  he 
began,  I  want  your  help,  I  want  your  hand, 
I  want  your  prayers,  I  want  your  support  to 
see  that  we  get  that  job  well  done. 

I  want  your  help  and  I  want  you  to  know 
just  how  you  can  help  me.  And  you  can 
also  help  yourself  when  you  are  helping  me. 
You  can  also  help  America  when  you  are 
helping  me.  You  can  send  Genevieve  Blatt 
to  the  United  States  Senate.  There  on  this 
program  where  we  will  have  equal  oppor- 
tunities for  all  Americans  and  special  privi- 
leges for  none,  Genevieve  Blatt  will  join  Joe 
Clark — and  Pennsylvania  will  have  two  votes 
for  all  the  people  all  the  time. 

I  want  to  acknowledge  and  thank  you  for 
the  presence  tonight  of  one  of  my  old  col- 
leagues who  was  in  Congress  when  I  first 
went  there,  Mike  Bradley  from  Pennsylvania. 
He  and  Frank  Myers  and  so  many  other 
men  from  this  State  have  done  so  much  to 
help  me  in  the  rough  spots  along  the  road 
that  we  have  traveled.  And  Dave  Lawrence 
just  tied  the  blue  ribbon  on  the  package  up 
at  the  Atlantic  City  convention,  and  I  want 
to  acknowledge  that. 

Several  years  ago  when  I  was  majority 
leader  of  the  Senate,  late  in  the  evening,  we 
had  a  crisis  develop.  I  called  upon  a  very 
fine  and  able  citizen  that  night  to  come  from 
Pennsylvania  to  help  me,  to  give  me  legal 
advice  that  I  needed,  and  he  gave  me  that 
help.  I  have  never  forgotten  what  that 
help  meant.  It  came  from  my  friend  Mike 
Musmanno.    And  I  do  so  hope  that  on  next 
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Tuesday  Judge  Musmanno  and  every  single 
friend  that  he  has  in  Pennsylvania  vi^ill  come 
to  my  help  again  by  sending  Genevieve  Blatt 
to  the  Senate  of  the  United  States. 

When  Genevieve  comes  there  and  joins 
her  able  colleague,  I  believe  that  w^ith  their 
support  and  v^ith  the  support  of  the  Demo- 
crats and  Republicans  across  the  land,  V7^ 
v^ill  keep  the  flame,  v^e  will  keep  America 
moving,  v^e  will  keep  this  Nation — and  I 
pray  the  world — on  the  path  to  peace  and 
progress,  and  to  a  better  life  for  all  mankind. 

I  want  to  thank  each  of  you  that  paid  to 
come  to  this  dinner  tonight,  and  the  sacri- 
fice that  you  made,  that  your  families  made, 
in  order  that  you  could  come  here  to  help 
your  party  help  your  country.  Lady  Bird 
and  I  are  both  grateful  for  it  and  we  won't 
forget  it. 

I  am  so  proud  to  be  back  here  in  Phila- 
delphia. I  am  proud  that  I  can  come  here — 
to  the  cradle  of  American  liberty — and  ex- 
press to  you  a  sure  and  strong  and  solid 
pride  in  this  generation  of  Americans. 

When  this  campaign  began,  that  most  of 
you  wish  had  been  over  a  long  time  ago, 
there  were  those  who  predicted  that  the 
people  of  America  could  be  persuaded  to 
vote  their  divisions  and  to  fill  the  ballot 
boxes  with  their  frustrations  and  dissatisfac- 
tions. 

Tonight,  as  this  campaign  nears  its  close, 
I  know,  and  I  think  you  know,  that  that  is 
not  the  case.  There  is  one  crack  in  the 
Liberty  Bell,  but  come  next  Tuesday  there 
won't  be  another. 

Like  the  patriots  of  Independence  Hall 
nearly  200  years  ago,  this  generation  of 
Americans  stands  for  a  united  America,  for 
an  America  that  is  devoted  to  peace,  for  an 
America  that  is  dedicated  to  human  progress 
and  human  prosperity,  to  an  America  that 
is  unafraid  of  the  challenges  of  the  future 
at  home  or  anywhere  in  the  world.    And 


above  all  else,  this  generation  of  Americans 
stands  proudly  for  responsibility.  And 
that  is  just  what  the  vote  is  going  to  show 
next  Tuesday. 

Since  Sunday  evening  I  have  been  in  New 
England  and  in  the  new  South,  from  Bos- 
ton to  Los  Angeles,  from  Philadelphia  to 
Miami.  I  have  been  in  the  Far  West  and 
the  Midwest,  and  tonight  I  am  here  in  one 
of  the  really  great  metropolitan  cities  of  the 
world. 

I  am  confident  tonight  of  one  thing:  In 
their  hearts,  the  people  of  America  know 
what  is  right.  The  people  of  America  know 
that  it  is  right  that  America  should  con- 
tinue to  stand  as  the  strong  and  the  steady 
and  the  stable  center  of  the  cause  of  all  free 
men. 

The  people  of  America  know  that  it  is 
right  that  America  should  continue  to  work 
with  compassion  and  courage  and  confidence 
to  make  life  better  for  all  of  man.  For  so 
long  as  there  has  been  an  American  nation, 
the  American  people  have  been  devoted  to 
the  principles  of  prudence,  to  the  practice 
of  frugality  and  thrift,  and  to  the  purposes 
of  conservation  and  renewal. 

We  have  made  this  Nation  strong  by 
warring  on  waste.  Today,  at  the  summit  of 
our  success,  we  want  to  change  the  waste 
that  we  see  throughout  too  much  of  our  na- 
tional life. 

Abraham  Lincoln  wiped  slavery  from  this 
land  100  years  ago  and  we  here  in  the 
Brotherhood  City  tonight  pledge  that  we 
will  wipe  the  waste  of  human  poverty  from 
this  land  in  our  lifetime. 

We  want  to  wipe  out  the  waste  of  idle 
men  and  idle  machines. 

We  want  to  wipe  out  the  waste  of  decay- 
ing cities  and  dying  towns,  and  I  take  such 
pride  in  the  great  work  that  you  have  done 
in  Philadelphia  and  Pittsburgh  in  this 
respect. 
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We  want  to  wipe  out  the  waste  of  un- 
trained youth,  unemployed  fathers,  and  un- 
cared-for grandparents. 

We  know  that  the  happiness  and  the 
health  of  our  people  is  not  served  by  gov- 
ernment which  is  indifferent  to  the  burdens 
that  are  imposed  upon  them.  We  want 
compassionate  government.  We  want  con- 
cerned government,  but  we  want  govern- 
ment that  is  not  careless  or  wasteful  with 
the  taxpayers'  dollar. 

There  are  changes  that  we  want  to  make 
and  that  we  must  make,  prudent  changes, 
responsible  changes,  changes  I  think  for  the 
better.  But  we  never  want  to  change  the 
character  or  the  conscience  of  our  American 
system. 

And  that  is  what  you  are  going  to  prove 
in  this  election  next  Tuesday.  The  vote  that 
you  cast,  and  the  vote  that  every  American 
casts  on  next  Tuesday  will  be  heard  around 
the  world.  America  today  is  living  in  a 
goldfish  bowl.  The  spotlight  of  3  billion 
human  beings  is  looking  to  us  for  leadership, 
and  waiting  and  watching  to  know  and  to 
learn  what  kind  of  leadership  you  are  going 
to  offer  yourselves  and  the  world. 

In  the  capitals  of  the  free  world — and  in 
the  capitals  of  the  Communist  countries — 
new  men  in  new  positions,  some  that  they 
just  took  over  last  week,  are  there  waiting 
for  Philadelphia's  election  returns  to  come 
in.  They  are  waiting  to  learn  whether  we 
of  this  strongest  and  this  most  successful 
nation  on  earth — whether  we  intend  to  lay 
down  the  burdens  of  responsibility,  and 
whether  we  intend  to  lay  down  the  oppor- 
tunities of  leadership,  and  whether  we  intend 
to  abandon  all  the  gains  of  30  years  and,  in 
the  words  of  some,  turn  it  back  to  the  States. 

Well,  I  know,  and  I  think  you  know,  that 
the  returns  that  they  read  will  serve  notice 
that  this  generation  of  Americans  intends  to 
hold  the  course  of  peace,  of  patience,  of  per- 


severance, of  prudence,  of  progress,  and  of 
complete  and  absolute  preparedness. 

When  this  election  is  over,  when  the  votes 
are  counted  and  when  the  returns  are  in, 
the  free  world  and  the  Communist  world 
will  know  that  the  alliances  of  free  men  are 
going  to  stand  in  greater  unity.  They  are 
going  to  stand  with  greater  purpose,  and 
they  are  going  to  stand  with  greater  confi- 
dence for  whatever  we  have  to  face. 

The  meaning  of  this  election  will  be  clear 
to  all:  that  a  united  America  is  going  to  lead 
the  world  in  uniting  free  men  to  win  the 
contests  of  this  century  for  freedom,  for  jus- 
tice, and  for  decency  on  earth  for  our  fellow 
man. 

We  have  in  this  land  tonight  the  strongest 
and  the  freest  and  the  most  successful  system 
of  government — we  have  the  richest  and  the 
most  prosperous  society  that  has  ever  been 
known  anywhere,  by  any  people,  at  any 
time. 

And  your  vote  on  next  Tuesday  is  a  vote 
to  decide  whether  we  can  and  whether  we 
will  keep  what  we  have  and  what  has  been 
wrought  for  us  by  all  who  have  given  their 
lives  and  their  labors  in  the  years  before. 

And  if  ever  there  has  been  an  election 
when  matters  of  party  and  partisanship  mat- 
tered for  little,  then  it  is  this  election  this  year. 

You  will  not  be  voting  for  party.  You  will 
not  be  voting  for  personality.  The  outcome 
of  this  election  will  not  be  a  mandate  for  one 
man.  It  must  be  and  it  will  be  a  mandate  for 
one  nation  and  one  people,  with  one  purpose, 
under  one  great  Constitution,  with  one 
meaning  for  all  Americans. 

For  too  long,  much  too  long,  this  Nation, 
born  here  in  the  city  of  Brotherly  Love,  has 
been  a  nation  with  its  strength  divided. 
For  too  long  we  have  been  a  nation  of  North 
and  South,  and  East  and  West,  a  nation 
divided  by  region,  by  race,  and  by  religion. 
And  I  believe  that  there  is  a  will  among  the 
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people  tonight  for  all  of  us  Americans  to 
come  together  instead  of  coming  apart. 

And  on  Tuesday  next  the  vote  of  the  peo- 
ple I  think  will  prove  to  all  in  this  land  and 
in  every  land  that  there  is  not  going  to  be 
another  crack  in  that  Liberty  Bell. 

When  William  Penn  founded  this  city 
almost  300  years  ago,  he  v^rote  out  a  prayer 
for  Philadelphia.  And  in  that  prayer,  as 
most  of  you,  I  knov^,  remember,  there  are 
these  words: 

"What  love,  what  care,  what  service,  what 
travail  has  there  been  to  bring  thee  forth  and 
preserve  thee  from  such  as  would  abuse  and 
defile  thee.  .  .  .  My  soul  prays  to  God  for 
thee  that  thou  may  stand  in  the  day  of  trial, 
that  thy  children  may  be  blessed  of  the  Lord, 
and  thy  people  may  be  saved  by  His  power." 

Those  words  express  the  prayer  in  my 
heart  tonight  for  the  people  of  Philadelphia 
and  for  the  people  of  America.  So  many 
have  given  so  much  to  win  for  us  what  we 
have  tonight — together.  We  must  not  and 
we  shall  not  lose  all  of  this  in  one  moment 
of  passion  or  frustration  or  recklessness  with 


the  peace,  or  a  moment  of  irresponsibility 
with  our  unity. 

Thirty-five  men  before  me  have  held  the 
office  that  is  entrusted  to  me  tonight.  All 
of  those  men,  from  George  Washington  to 
John  Kennedy,  have  worked  and  prayed 
and  hoped  for  peace,  for  unity,  for  progress 
and  prosperity  for  their  people.  And  so 
long  as  the  trust  of  this  office  is  mine  to  up- 
hold that  will  be  my  work,  that  will  be 
my  prayer,  that  will  be  my  hope  for  all 
Americans. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  8:31  p.m.  in  Con- 
vention Hall  in  Philadelphia,  Pa.  His  opening 
words  referred  to  Francis  R.  Smith,  chairman  of  the 
Philadelphia  County  Democratic  Executive  Commit- 
tee, David  L.  Lawrence,  former  Governor  of  Penn- 
sylvania, James  H.  J.  Tate,  mayor  of  Philadelphia, 
Genevieve  Blatt,  Democratic  candidate  for  Sen- 
ator from  Pennsylvania,  William  A.  Barrett,  Robert 
N.  C.  Nix,  James  A.  Byrne,  Herman  Toll,  and  Wil- 
liam J.  Green,  U.S.  Representatives  from  Pennsyl- 
vania, Michael  Musmanno,  judge  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Supreme  Court,  and  Richardson  Dilworth,  former 
mayor  of  Philadelphia.  Later  in  his  remarks  he  re- 
ferred to  Senator  Joseph  S.  Clark,  Michael  J.  Bradley, 
former  U.S.  Representative,  and  Francis  J.  Myers, 
who  served  in  the  Congress  from  1 939-1 951,  all  of 
Pennsylvania. 


743    Presidential  Statement  No.  lo  on  Economic  Issues: 
Achieving  Full  Employment.     October  30,  1964 


I.  UNDER  the  mandate  o£  the  Employment 
Act  of  1946,  we  are  striving  for  "maximum 
employment."  Our  objective  must  be  to 
provide  job  opportunities  for  all  individuals 
w^illing  and  able  to  work. 

2.  We  have  already  made  considerable 
progress:  unemployment  jell  from  over  6i4 
percent  in  January  1961  to  about  5  percent 
today.  In  the  previous  4-year  period — 
1 957-1 960 — unemployment  rose  from  4  per- 
cent to  over  654  percent.  The  continued 
expansion  in  the  economy  for  the  past  44 
months  has  expanded  job  opportunities 
while  two  economic  recessions  during  the 


period   1 957-1 960  destroyed  jobs. 

3.  About  1,500,000  new  jobs  a  year  have 
been  created  in  nonfarm  employment  during 
the  past  3!^  years.  This  triples  the  gain 
of  about  500,000  jobs  a  year  in  the  previous 

4  years — 1957-1960. 

4.  In  9  months  of  1964  alone: 

— Unemployment  has  fallen  from  about 

5  Yz  percent  to  about  5  percent. 

— The  number  of  civilian  jobs  has  risen 
I.I  million. 

— The  unemployment  rate  for  married 
men  has  fallen  below  3  percent. 

— The  rate  for  all  men  over  20  years  of 
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age  has  fallen  below  4  percent. 

5.  But  the  task  is  far  from  complete.  De- 
spite recent  gains,  jobless  rates  for  the  un- 
skilled, the  young,  the  Negro  worker  are  far 
too  high. 

6.  We  are  now  beginning  to  feel  the  im- 
pact of  the  postwar  baby  boom  in  the  labor 
market.  There  are  now  i  million  more  17 
year  olds  than  18  year  olds.  The  labor  force 
is  expected  to  rise  by  about  i  Yi  million  next 
year.  These  young  people,  on  balance,  are 
better  trained  than  new  entrants  to  the  labor 
force  have  been  in  the  past  and  they  afford 
a  reservoir  of  talent  for  the  continuing  im- 
provement of  our  standard  of  living.  To 
use  this  talent  effectively  we  must  accelerate 
the  growth  of  new  jobs. 

7.  New  programs  are  being  developed  to 
extend  the  economic  advances  of  the  past  4 
years.  We  must  promote  continued  expan- 
sion of  total  demand,  and,  at  the  same  time, 
devise  special  measures  to  deal  with  youth. 


the  long-term  unemployed  and  the  dis- 
advantaged groups  in  our  population.  Our 
ultimate  employment  goal — job  opportu- 
nities for  all  persons  willing  and  able  to 
work — can  and  will  be  achieved  in  the  years 
to  come. 

note:  On  the  same  day  the  White  House  released 
an  accompanying  statement,  entitled  "Gains  From 
Effective  Policies  for  an  Expanding  Economy."  In- 
cluded as  part  of  the  statement  were  figures  com- 
paring actual  economic  activity  v^^ith  w^hat  it  would 
have  been  if  economic  growth  in  the  last  4  years  had 
continued  at  the  same  pace  as  during  the  period 
1953-60.  The  comparison  shows,  the  statement 
pointed  out,  "exactly  how  much  difference  it  has 
made  to  have  healthy  expansion  instead  of  increas- 
ing slack."  The  difference  was  summarized  as 
follows: 

$35  billion  more  gross  national  product  annually 

1.7  million  more  nonfarm  jobs 

$111  more  annual  income  per  person 

$7  billion  more  in  investment 

wholesale  prices  stable,  instead  of  6  percent 
higher. 

For  a  statement  by  the  President  announcing  the 
series  of  statements  on  economic  issues,  see  Item 
707. 


744    Statement  by  the  President  on  the  Results  of  a  Survey  of 
CompHance  With  the  Civil  Rights  Act.     October  30,  1964 


GOVERNOR  LeRoy  Collins,  Director  of 
the  Community  Relations  Service,  has  today 
informed  me  of  the  results  of  a  survey  the 
service  has  just  conducted  on  compliance 
with  the  new  Civil  Rights  Law.  These  are 
the  first  hard  facts  on  compliance  we  have 
had  since  the  law  was  enacted  on  the  2d  of 
July — and  I  know  the  whole  Nation  will  be 
proud  of  what  they  show. 

This  survey  shows  widespread  compliance. 
What  is  most  important,  it  shows  the  law 
is  being  obeyed  in  those  areas  where  some 
had  predicted  there  would  be  massive 
disobedience. 

The  survey  covered  53  cities  of  over  50,000 
population  in  the  19  States  which  do  not  have 
their  own  public  accommodations  laws. 


— In  51  of  these  cities  more  than  two-thirds 
of  the  hotels  are  desegregated. 

— In  46  of  these  cities  more  than  two-thirds 
of  the  motels  are  desegregated. 

— In  50  of  these  cities  more  than  two-thirds 
of  the  chain  restaurants  are  desegregated. 

— In  49  of  these  cities  more  than  two- 
thirds  of  the  theaters  are  desegregated. 

— In  48  of  these  cities  more  than  two- 
thirds  of  the  sports  facilities  are  desegregated. 

— ^In  50  of  these  cities  more  than  two- 
thirds  of  the  public  parks  are  desegregated. 

— In  52  of  these  cities  more  than  two- 
thirds  of  the  libraries  are  desegregated. 

Governor  Collins  tells  me  that  there  is 
still  considerable  work  to  be  done.  The  ex- 
ceptions only  serve  to  point  up  the  basic  fact 
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that  the  general  rule  is  compliance. 

This  encouraging  report  vindicates  the 
confidence  and  trust  in  our  citizens  which 
led  to  the  overwhelming  majorities  which 
supported  the  civil  rights  bill  in  both  Houses 
of  Congress  and  in  both  political  parties. 

Equally  encouraging  are  the  facts  regard- 
ing the  continuing  advance  in  the  educa- 
tional sector: 

This  fall  nearly  100  school  districts  were 
desegregated.  For  the  first  time  in  our  his- 
tory there  are  desegregated  institutions  of 
higher  education  and  desegregated  public 
schools  at  the  lower  levels  in  every  State  of 
the  Union. 

The  most  important  factor,  however,  is 
that  this  year  for  the  first  time  this  desegre- 
gation was  accomplished  without  violence, 
without  injury,  and  almost  without  notice. 

There  are  sections  of  our  country  where 
these  changes  represent  the  reversal  of  gen- 
erations of  customs  and  practice.  But  ad- 
justment to  the  law  of  the  land  is  being  ac- 
complished. And  recognition  is  due  those 
who  have  provided  the  leadership  that  has 
produced  these  encouraging  developments — 
public  officials,  clergymen,  educators,  busi- 


nessmen, labor  leaders,  and  other  commu- 
nity leaders  and  coundess  private  citizens 
have  made  the  difference.  Deserving  of 
special  note  are  those  Members  of  Congress 
who  opposed  the  civil  rights  bill  with  all 
their  strength  and  eloquence  while  it  was 
being  debated  and  who,  once  the  bill  was 
enacted,  urged  their  constituents  and  fol- 
lowers to  comply  with  the  "law  of  the 
land." 

As  Governor  Collins  has  said,  much  re- 
mains to  be  done.  But  I  find  great  encour- 
agement in  the  results  of  the  first  4  months 
of  operation  of  the  Civil  Rights  Act.  At 
long  last,  we  as  a  Nation  have  faced  up  to 
the  most  persistent  and  difficult  problem  this 
country  has  known  and  the  prospects  for 
solving  it  have  never  been  brighter.  With 
conscientious  effort,  patience,  and  under- 
standing we  will  move  steadily  towards  that 
day  when  all  men  are  judged  by  their  char- 
acter and  their  performance,  not  by  their 
color,  religion,  or  how  they  spell  their  name. 

note:  The  Civil  Rights  Act  was  approved  by  the 
President  on  July  2,  1964  (78  Stat.  241).  For  the 
President's  remarks  upon  signing  the  bill,  see  Item 
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Governor  Williams,  Senator  Hart,  Governor 
Staebler,  Members  of  Congress,  ladies  and 
gentlemen,  my  old  friend  Pat  McNamara: 

I  am  so  happy  to  be  back  here  in  Detroit 
again.  I  want  to  thank  all  of  you  for  coming 
out  here  this  morning.  You  have  made  this 
a  great  Democratic  rally  for  Detroit,  and  we 
are  going  to  make  next  Tuesday  a  great 
Democratic  day  for  Michigan. 

Four  years  ago  a  young  man  stood  on 
Michigan  soil  and  asked  for  a  chance  to  get 


this  country  moving  again.  His  name  was 
John  Fitzgerald  Kennedy.  You  gave  him 
that  chance  and  he  got  this  country  moving 
again,  and  if  you  will  vote  the  Democratic 
ticket  next  Tuesday,  we  will  keep  this  coun- 
try moving  again. 

We  have  a  lot  of  work  to  do,  and  I  ask 
your  help  in  doing  it.  I  know  you  will  send 
back  to  the  Senate  a  man  that  we  know,  a 
man  that  we  can  always  count  on,  a  man 
that  will  work  with  his  colleague,  one  of  the 
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great  Senators  in  the  Senate,  Pat  McNamara. 

I  want  all  of  you  to  go  to  the  polls  early, 
stay  late,  and  vote  for  Phil  Hart  all  day  long. 

We  have  a  House  of  Representatives.  We 
have  close  votes.  We  have  votes  between 
the  interests  and  between  the  people,  and  we 
need  people  who  will  come  there  and  vote 
for  the  people.  So  I  hope  you  will  send  back 
to  the  House  of  Representatives  men  and 
women  who  always  have  a  record  for  voting 
for  the  folks.  That  is  John  Dingell,  that  is 
Martha  Griffiths,  that  is  Charlie  Diggs,  that 
is  Lucien  Nedzi. 

But  they  are  not  enough.  We  need  some 
more  Democratic  Congressmen  from  Michi- 
gan, and  there  is  not  a  reason  in  the  world 
why  you  can't  send  Weston  Vivian  and 
Billie  Farnum  and  John  Conyers  and  Frank 
Sierawski  and  Bill  Ford. 

I  don't  know  whether  you  know  it  or  not, 
but  if  you  don't,  you  ought  to:  The  whole 
United  States  is  watching  and  waiting  for 
you  to  elect  a  new  Governor  in  Michigan, 
Neil  Staebler.  Neil  and  I  don't  mind  work- 
ing together,  don't  mind  having  our  picture 
made  together,  don't  mind  standing  for  the 
same  things. 

I  have  known  him  for  many  years,  in  and 
out  of  Government.  I  knew  him  as  a  vet- 
eran of  the  last  war.  I  know  him  as  a  dedi- 
cated leader  of  our  party  and  this  great 
State.  I  know  him  as  an  able,  hard-working, 
responsible  Member  of  the  Congress,  and  I 
don't  think  that  he  is  ashamed  to  stand  up 
on  the  same  platform  with  his  nominee  for 
President. 

So  if  you  will  give  us  a  Democratic  dele- 
gation in  Washington,  and  a  Democratic 
Governor  in  Michigan,  we  vnW.  keep  these 
people  working  and  we  will  keep  Michigan 
moving  forward. 

It  is  mighty  nice  to  be  welcomed  by  these 
candidates  on  this  platform.    I  don't  have 


the  slightest  bit  of  hesitancy  about  endorsing 
any  of  them,  and  I  don't  detect  any  hesitance 
on  their  part  to  come  out  here  and  be  seen 
with  me. 

They  tell  me  that  the  time  is  past  in  this 
campaign  to  talk  facts  and  figures,  and  they 
say  it  is  not  good  to  talk  facts  and  figures  at 
an  airport  rally,  anyway,  but  this  wasn't  a 
scheduled  rally.  You  know,  I  got  my  arm 
twisted  on  this  one.  I  am  due  in  Milwaukee 
right  now,  but  ever  since  this  campaign 
began,  I  have  had  so  many  friends  that  made 
me  do  so  many  things  that  I  have  always  run 
an  hour  late  and  a  dollar  short. 

I  received  last  night  some  figures  that 
say  a  lot  about  one  thing  that  I  really  think 
this  election  is  all  about.  First  of  all, 
prices — prices  of  the  things  you  buy — are  up 
only  one-fifth  of  i  percent  over  August. 
This  puts  them  only  1.2  percent  above  Sep- 
tember, I  long  year  ago.  We  wish  that  they 
weren't  up  at  all,  but  what  this  record  says 
is  that  we  have  the  most  stable  price  level 
of  any  single  industrial  nation  in  all  the 
world. 

This  is  going  to  be  the  first  airport  rally 
arithmetic  lesson  in  the  history  of  all  of 
American  politics.  I  suspect  that  some  of 
you  folks  out  there  listening  to  me — and 
any  of  you  that  may  watch  the  television 
that  is  recording  it — are  interested  in  wages 
and  earnings  last  month.  These  figures  are 
about  prices  and  wages  and  earnings. 

Weekly  wages  in  September  averaged 
$103.94.  And  that  is  the  highest  level  in 
the  history  of  the  United  States  of  America. 
I  think  I  will  interpolate  a  little  bit  here  and 
say  I  think  that  wages  like  that  are  good  for 
the  workers,  and  I  think  what  is  good  for 
the  workers  of  this  country  is  good  for  the 
United  States  of  America. 

But  there  is  more.  This  September  figure 
is  $14.86  higher  than  it  was  the  day  our 
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late,  beloved  President  John  F.  Kennedy 
took  the  oath  of  office.  That  was  some  44 
months  earlier. 

But  here  is  another  comparison.  If  you 
take  an  average  v^orker  w^ith  three  depend- 
ents and  you  calculate  his  v^eekly  earnings 
and  his  taxes  and  the  change  in  the  cost  of 
Hving,  he  and  his  family  are  $9.84  a  week 
better  oS  than  they  were  in  January  1961 
when  John  F.  Kennedy  became  President. 

What  does  that  mean?  That  is  an  11.8 
percent  increase,  really  12  percent  increase, 
in  these  last  44  months.  And  then  if  you 
look  at  what  happened  to  that  same  average 
worker  during  the  preceding  44  months,  he 
had  a  gain  during  that  period  of  $1.31,  or 
only  1.7  percent  compared  to  12  percent. 
You  know  which  administration  is  best  for 
you — 1.7,  less  than  2  percent,  compared  to 
12  percent,  6  to  i.  So  the  improvement  in 
that  family  situation  during  these  44  months 
is  exactly  a  litde  over  6  times  what  it  was 
during  the  preceding  44  months. 

All  right.  That  is  the  prosperity  story, 
and  I  have  tried  to  tell  it  in  a  nutshell  where 
each  one  of  you  can  figure  it  out  in  your  own 
pocketbook.  This  is  the  pledge  that  I  want 
to  make  to  you:  We  are  not  going  to  repeal 
that  prosperity  and  that  progress  next  Tues- 
day. We  are  going  to  renew  and  extend 
that  prosperity  and  that  progress  next  Tues- 
day. And  after  that,  we  will  talk  about  it 
again. 

It  was  35  years  ago  yesterday,  on  Octo- 
ber 29,  1929,  that  the  New  York  stock  mar- 
ket crashed  and  brought  the  American 
economy  crashing  with  it. 

We  have  learned  in  these  35  years  that  the 
price  of  prosperity  is  not  repeated  depres- 
sions. The  price  of  prosperity  is  only 
responsibility. 

The  prosperity  of  the  past  44  months 
didn't  just  happen.    It  is  the  result  of  re- 


sponsible management  and  responsible  labor 
leadership.  It  is  the  result  of  responsible 
restraint  about  wages  and  prices. 

It  is  the  result  of  responsible  Government 
policy,  and  as  long  as  I  am  your  President,  I 
am  going  to  spend  my  time  trying  to  have 
peace  in  the  world  and  peace  at  home.  I 
am  going  to  try  to  encourage  business  and 
encourage  labor  to  work  out  their  problems 
between  themselves  as  they  have  here  in 
Detroit,  instead  of  having  a  Government 
harass  them  and  put  them  in  a  straitjacket. 

Then  there  was  the  Area  Redevelopment 
Act  that  I  think  ought  to  interest  you.  I 
intend  to  ask  the  Congress  to  extend  it  and 
strengthen  it  next  year,  because  no  wise  and 
no  humane  nation  can  ignore  the  depressed 
communities  where  their  distress  is  caused 
by  the  reduction  of  job  opportunities  in  pri- 
vately-owned plants,  the  closing  of  public 
facilities,  or  other  factors. 

The  partnership  of  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment with  State  and  local  governments  and 
with  private  business  is  essential  to  lift  up 
these  communities  and  to  help  get  their  citi- 
zens off  relief  rolls  and  back  on  payrolls. 
This  act  will  help  us  to  make  taxpayers  out 
of  taxeaters. 

Again,  there  was  the  Accelerated  Public 
Works  Act  that  Pat  McNamara  has  had  so 
much  to  do  with. 

There  is  the  Manpower  Development  and 
Training  Act  that  has  meant  retraining  proj- 
ects for  over  11,000  Michigan  workers. 

Then  there  is  the  increase  in  the  amount 
of  minimum  wage,  and  its  extension  to  over 
3  million  additional  employees. 

This  year's  Federal  tax  cut  has  already 
had  a  substantial  effect,  and  the  leaders  in 
the  State  of  Michigan  had  as  much  to  do  with 
helping  us  get  that  tax  cut  as  the  leadership 
in  any  State  in  the  Union,  and  I  want  to 
thank  them  for  it.    That  doesn't  mean  just 
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political  leaders.  That  means  labor  leaders, 
and  that  means  business  leaders. 

Henry  Ford  and  Walter  Reuther  smiled 
at  each  other  and  Pat  McNamara  and  Phil 
Hart  looked  at  that  smile  and  decided  they 
both  better  vote  with  me  and  pass  that  tax 
cut,  and  they  did.  It  has  made  jobs  and  it 
has  fed  hungry  mouths,  and  it  has  brought 
prosperity  to  every  State  in  this  Union. 

When  it  is  fully  effective,  here  is  what 
it  will  mean  in  Michigan:  an  increase  in 
total  income  of  over  $1.3  billion  a  year,  89,000 
new  jobs,  an  increase  in  average  family  in- 
come of  $476  per  family. 

Well,  it  just  didn't  happen.  We  planned 
it  that  way.  We  worked  long  and  hard  to 
get  it  done  that  way.  We  did  it  even  though 
my  opponent  opposed  it  every  step  of  the 
way.  So  we  are  prosperous  in  the  United 
States  today  because  we  have  been  re- 
sponsible in  the  United  States. 

That  is  really  the  basic  issue  in  this  cam- 
paign: responsibility  for  prosperity  at  home; 
responsibility  for  peace  in  the  world. 

I  want  to  tell  you  about  a  new  step  for- 
ward that  we  are  taking  with  the  Peace 
Corps,  which  is  another  form  of  respon- 
sibility. 

The  AFL-CIO  and  20  leading  industrial 
concerns,  some  of  them  located  here  in  this 
industrial  State  of  Michigan,  are  working 
together  with  the  Peace  Corps  to  put  into 
effect  a  program  to  use  skilled  American 
workers  all  over  the  world. 

The  Peace  Corps  is  going  all  out  to  re- 
cruit the  blue-collar  worker  to  fill  the  needs 
for  skilled  workers  in  the  developing  na- 
tions. Ford  Motor  Co.,  General  Motors, 
Chrysler,  International  Harvester,  Mack 
Truck,  John  Deere,  and  other  major  United 
States  industries,  have  instituted  leaves  of 
absence,  policies  that  guarantee  reemploy- 
ment, seniority,  pension  rights  to  workers 
that  volunteer  for  Peace  Corps  service. 


These  men  will  be  invaluable  to  these 
new,  developing  nations. 

And  I  will  tell  you,  no  one  has  done  a 
better  job  with  the  new,  developing  nations 
than  your  own  Michigan  Governor — Soapy 
Williams.  He  and  I  have  at  least  some 
things  in  common.  We  both  outmarried 
ourselves  and  his  wife  has  been  helping  him. 

These  new  nations  need  people  who  can 
do  things,  who  can  roof  houses,  who  can 
build  buildings,  who  can  fix  automobiles, 
teach  wood  and  metal  working. 

This  program  opens  up  a  whole  new  field 
for  the  Peace  Corps,  and  although  the  Peace 
Corps  never  was  intended  only  for  college 
graduates,  many  people  thought  it  was. 
Sargent  Shriver  told  me  this  morning  that 
he  plans  to  have  at  least  2,000  skilled  workers 
in  the  Peace  Corps  before  Christmas  of 
1965. 

George  Meany  has  appointed  AFL-CIO 
Vice  President  Joseph  Beirne  to  head  the 
committee  that  will  work  with  the  Peace 
Corps. 

Let  me  say  just  this  much  about  the  over- 
riding issue  of  peace  and  war.  For  20  years 
now  a  mushroom  cloud  has  shadowed  our 
lives.  For  20  years  every  American  Presi- 
dent has  worked  to  reduce  that  danger. 
Today  we  must  work  more  urgently  than 
ever  before. 

Harry  Truman  worked  with  the  Republi- 
can Senator  Arthur  Vandenberg.  Lyndon 
Johnson  worked  with  the  Republican  Presi- 
dent Dwight  Eisenhower  in  the  Formosa 
Strait  and  in  the  Suez  crisis,  just  as  Van- 
denberg worked  in  Greece  and  Turkey. 
Everett  Dirksen  worked  with  the  Demo- 
cratic President  on  the  test  ban  treaty,  John 
Fitzgerald  Kennedy. 

If  you  want  to  junk  this  bipartisan  foreign 
policy  and  flush  it  down  the  drain,  then  you 
don't  go  vote  next  Tuesday  or  you  go  vote 
Republican,  because  we  are  not  going  to 
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junk  it  if  we  have  Democratic  leadership. 
We  are  going  to  preserve  peace  in  the 
world. 

We  have  a  problem  not  of  creating  ten- 
sions, but  reducing  tensions  among  nations. 
We  don't  believe  the  United  Nations  ought 
to  be  abolished.  We  believe  that  it  has 
prevented  many  wars. 

So  today  we  must  work  ever  more  urgently 
and  more  earnesdy  to  try  to  stop  the  spread 
of  nuclear  weapons.  The  peace  depends 
upon  our  strength.  As  your  Commander 
in  Chief,  I  report  to  you  today  that  the  mili- 
tary might  of  the  United  States  of  America 
is  greater  than  that  of  all  the  other  nations 
in  the  world  put  together,  but  might  doesn't 
make  right.  Peace  also  depends  not  just 
upon  might,  but  upon  responsibility  in  using 
it,  and  upon  reason. 

We,  of  course,  must  be  strong,  but  we 
must  not  be  reckless.  We,  of  course,  must 
be  firm,  but  we  must  not  be  foolish.  One 
miscalculated,  impulsive,  reckless  move  of  a 
single  finger  could  incinerate  our  civilization 
and  wipe  out  the  lives  of  300  million  men 
before  you  could  say  "scat." 

That  is  what  it  means  to  be  President  of 
the  United  States  in  this  nuclear  age,  and, 
really,  that  is  what  is  at  stake  in  this  election. 

Jobs  are  important,  schools  are  important, 
medicare  is  important — all  these  things  are 
important.  But  they  fade  into  insignificance 
compared  to  the  one  overriding  important 
issue,  and  that  is  peace  in  the  world. 

Yes,  we  are  a  mighty  nation.  We  know 
it  and  they  know  it.  We  covet  no  one's 
territory.  We  seek  to  dominate  no  people. 
We  know  it  and  they  know  it.  That  is  why 
you  gain  nothing  from  bravado;  that  is  why 
you  gain  nothing  from  rattling  your  rockets 
and  bluffing  with  your  bombs.  That  is  why 
you  get  nowhere  by  saying  you'll  lob  one 
into  the  men's  room  in  the  Kremlin. 

That  is  why  I  say  to  you  most  earnesdy 


today  that  the  United  States  of  America  loves 
peace  and  hates  war,  and  we  do  not  intend 
to  bury  anyone,  nor  do  we  intend  to  be 
buried. 

If  your  life  was  at  stake,  if  your  country 
faced  a  crisis,  every  man  and  woman  out 
there  would  take  their  boy  to  the  railroad 
station  to  see  him  go  away  to  boot  camp  to 
put  on  that  khaki  uniform  as  they  did  in 
World  War  I  and  as  they  did  in  World 
War  II.  You  are  not  being  asked  to  do  that 
today.  But  you  are  being  asked  to  go  not 
to  the  railroad  station,  but  go  to  the  polling 
booth  and  vote  for  what  in  your  heart  you 
know  is  right.  The  vote  you  cast  will  be 
your  own,  and  the  world  that  you  save  will 
be  your  own. 

These  rallies  are  nice.  They  give  you  a 
chance  to  see  the  people  that  you  work  for. 

We  have  a  wonderful  setup  in  this  coun- 
try. Jefferson  once  said  that  the  collective 
judgment  of  the  many  is  much  to  be  pre- 
ferred to  the  individual  decision  of  the  few, 
and  somehow  or  other,  the  people,  the  col- 
lective masses,  know  how  to  select  their 
leaders. 

Everyone  running  for  office  wants  peace. 
Lyndon  Johnson  has  no  mortgage  on  peace. 
Everyone  running  for  office,  I  think,  is 
patriotic.  I  have  no  mortgage  or  monopoly 
on  patriotism. 

But  the  question  you  have  to  decide  is 
which  man's  thumb  you  want  close  to  that 
button.  The  thing  you  have  to  decide  is 
when  that  telephone  starts  jingling  and  you 
hear  the  ring  on  the  "hot  line"  and  they  say, 
"Moscow  is  calling,"  you  have  to  decide 
which  man  you  want  to  lift  up  that  receiver 
and  what  you  want  him  to  say. 

[At  this  point  there  was  a  demonstration  in  the 
crowd. 1 

Wait  a  minute.  They  have  already  told 
me  I  have  talked  too  long  and  I  have  got  to 
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finish.    I  want  to  tell  you  one  more  story. 

That  is  not  going  to  be  any  monkey  busi- 
ness. That  is  going  to  be  serious  business. 
I  will  tell  you  why  it  is  serious  business.  I 
don't  know  whether  you  had  a  newspaper 
strike  out  here  2  years  ago  or  not.  I  hope 
you  will  get  this  one  setded  that  you  have 
had  all  these  months. 

I  do  want  to  commend  the  responsible 
leadership  of  the  automobile  companies  and 
the  responsible  leadership  of  the  unions  for 
doing  what  is  best  for  their  country  in  work- 
ing out  their  agreement.  I  appreciate  the 
fact  that  we  don't  have  a  lot  of  men  un- 
employed all  over  the  country  today. 

They  asked  me  what  I  was  going  to  do 
about  it,  and  I  said,  "Well,  I  think  that  Gen- 
eral Motors,  Ford,  Chrysler,  and  American 
Motors  have  some  fellows  that  are  experi- 
enced and  know  how  to  negotiate,  and  I 
know  from  some  of  my  own  experiences  in 
this  office  that  Walter  Reuther  knows  how  to 
negotiate,  and  I  am  just  going  to  let  them 
handle  it  between  themselves,  because  we 
believe  in  collective  bargaining." 

We  are  not  going  to  repeal  it  and  go  back 
to  the  19th  century,  either,  and  we  are  not 
going  to  make  social  security  voluntary, 
either,  and  we  are  not  going  to  be  satisfied 
the  rest  of  our  lives  with  Kerr-Mills,  either. 

But  2  years  ago,  I  guess,  yesterday,  we 
were  meeting  in  the  White  House,  and  they 
were  coming  in  the  back  gate,  the  Army  and 
Air  Force  men;  the  generals  with  the  stars 
on  their  shoulders;  and  the  Navy  men  with 
the  gold  braid  on  their  arms;  and  the  dis- 
tinguished Secretary  of  State,  with  all  of  his 
diplomatic  experience,  a  Rhodes  scholar; 
the  distinguished  Secretary  of  Defense  that 
used  to  make  a  half-million  a  year  as  Presi- 
dent of  Ford — all  of  them  with  their  brief- 
cases bulging. 

They  were  sitting  there  realizing  that  90 
miles  from  the  United  States  we  had  mis- 


siles that  were  almost  operational,  and  in  a 
matter  of  hours  and  days  could  be  touched 
off  to  destroy  the  industrial  might  of  Amer- 
ica. The  question  was  what  do  you  do  about 
it?  Well,  there  were  some  of  them  that 
were  saying,  "Send  in  the  Marines."  There 
were  some  of  them  saying,  "Drop  your 
bombs."  There  were  some  of  them  that  said, 
"Cut  loose  and  let  go." 

But  for  38  long  meetings  we  met  there 
every  day,  and  I  never  left  home  in  the  morn- 
ing when  I  was  sure  I  would  see  my  wife 
again  that  night.  That  is  how  serious  I 
knew  it  was. 

The  coolest  man  at  that  table  was  the  man 
that  the  collective  masses  of  this  country  had 
selected  to  be  their  Commander  in  Chief, 
and  his  name  was  John  Fitzgerald  Kennedy. 
Mr.  Khrushchev  with  those  missiles  already 
moved  in  and  located  and  set  up,  and  we 
had  pictures  of  them,  literally  held  a  knife  in 
Mr.  Kennedy's  ribs,  and  it  wasn't  held  by  a 
hand  with  palsy.  It  was  held  pretty  firm 
and  pretty  straight,  and  it  protruded  enough 
that  you  could  feel  it. 

Mr.  Kennedy  had  a  knife  in  his  stomach, 
and  he  kept  it  there.  And  hour  after  hour 
and  day  after  day  those  two  leaders  of  mil- 
lions of  people,  affecting  billions  of  people, 
were  eyeball  to  eyeball,  and  every  mother, 
every  child,  and  every  human  being  that  had 
any  sense  was  living  in  great  doubt  about 
tomorrow. 

Because  of  that  leadership  and  because  of 
that  judgment,  and  because  of  that  experi- 
ence, our  Commander  in  Chief  used  power 
with  restraint.  He  had  his  airplanes  in  the 
air  and  he  had  them  loaded  with  bombs, 
and  he  had  men  that  knew  how  to  open  that 
bomb  bay.  He  had  his  carriers  located  at 
their  proper  places,  and  he  had  his  Marines 
ready  to  jump  out  of  those  planes. 

But  he  was  cool  and  he  was  calm,  and 
finally  the  break  came.     Mr.  Khrushchev 
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picked  up  his  missiles,  put  them  on  the 
decks  of  his  ships,  covered  them  with  tar- 
paulins while  our  helicopters  flew  overhead 
counting  them. 

That  must  have  been  a  humiliating  experi- 
ence for  him,  but  it  was  a  great  source  of 
pleasure  and  joy  and  relief  not  only  for  our 
people  but  for  his  people,  because  millions 
of  lives  were  saved  because  of  good  leader- 
ship and  good  judgment. 

We  all  pray  that  we  will  never  have  to 
move  that  thumb  toward  that  button  again. 
We  all  pray  that  we  will  somehow,  some 
way,  learn  how  to  live  in  the  world  with 
other  people.  But  we  do  know  that  we  have 
a  new  government  in  Russia  in  the  last  few 
days,  and  we  do  know  that  Mr.  Khrushchev 
is  no  longer  the  leader  of  that  country.  We 
do  know  that  the  Chinese  have  developed  a 
nuclear  bomb,  and  that  they  have  700  million 
people  to  develop  more  of  them. 

So  we  do  know  that  we  are  going  to  re- 
quire leadership  and  we  are  going  to  require 
experience,  and  we  are  going  to  require 


judgment.  Well,  I  am  not  here  to  say  that 
I  am  the  only  man  that  has  those  qualities. 
I  am  here  to  appeal  to  you  and  ask  you  to 
appeal  to  your  neighbor  and  your  friends 
and  your  kinfolks  and  your  uncles  and  your 
cousins  and  your  aunts  to  be  patriotic 
enough  next  Tuesday  to  go  down  there  and 
search  your  conscience  and  exercise  your 
judgment  and  vote  for  the  man  that  in  your 
heart  you  know  is  the  leader  of  this  country. 
Thank  you  and  goodby. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  11:48  a.m.  at  a  rally 
at  the  airport,  Detroit,  Mich.  In  his  opening  words 
he  referred  to  G.  Mennen  Williams,  Assistant  Sec- 
retary o£  State  for  African  Affairs  and  former  Gov- 
ernor of  Michigan,  Senator  Philip  A.  Hart,  Repre- 
sentative Neil  Staebler,  Democratic  candidate  for 
Governor,  and  Senator  Pat  McNamara,  all  of  Mich- 
igan. Later  in  his  remarks  he  referred  to,  among 
others,  John  D.  Dingell,  Mrs.  Martha  W.  Griffiths, 
and  Charles  C.  Diggs,  Jr.,  U.S.  Representatives,  and 
to  Lucien  N.  Nedzi,  Weston  E.  Vivian,  Billie  S. 
Farnum,  John  Conyers,  Jr.,  Frank  J.  Sierawski,  and 
William  D.  Ford,  Democratic  candidates  for  Rep- 
resentative, all  of  Michigan. 

The  text  of  remarks  of  Mrs.  Johnson,  who  spoke 
briefly,  w^as  also  released. 


746    Remarks  in  Kosciusko  Park,  Milwaukee. 
October  30,  1964 


Governor,  Mayor,  Senators,  members  of  the 
delegation,  ladies  and  gentlemen: 

I  am  proud  to  be  here  today  in  the  city  of 
Milwaukee,  and  in  your  famous  14th  Ward. 
This  is  good  Democratic  territory.  You 
gave  Franklin  D.  Roosevelt  some  of  the 
greatest  pluralities  in  history.  You  voted 
resoundingly  for  Harry  Truman.  You  gave 
a  tremendous  vote  of  confidence  to  John 
Fitzgerald  Kennedy.  So  why  don't  we  get 
together  and  set  some  new  records  next 
Tuesday.? 

They  say  that  you  can  tell  a  man  by  the 
company  he  keeps,  and  this  is  great  company 
that  you  and  I  are  in  today.    The  American 


Mayors  Association  knew  that  when  they 
elected  as  their  new  president  your  own  out- 
standing Mayor  Henry  Maier.  The  people 
of  Wisconsin  knew  that  when  they  elected 
as  their  Governor  a  man  whose  judgment  I 
have  come  to  respect  and  whose  friendship 
I  value  gready.  Governor  John  Reynolds. 

Please  be  sure  that  we  get  the  chance 
to  keep  on  working  together,  and  please 
keep  Wisconsin's  representation  in  the  Sen- 
ate just  exactly  the  way  it  is.  Any  State  is 
lucky,  and  the  country  is  lucky,  when  it  has 
Senators  like  Bill  Proxmire  and  Gaylord 
Nelson. 

Bill  has  the  independence  that  Wisconsin 
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is  famous  for.  So  when  we  agree,  I  always 
know  I  am  right,  and  when  we  disagree,  I 
always  take  another  look.  We  were  col- 
leagues in  the  Senate,  and  you  and  I  both 
need  Bill's  help  greatly  in  helping  us  to 
pass  a  program  for  all  the  people  in  the  years 
ahead.  I  hope  you  will  give  him  one  of 
the  greatest  majorities  in  the  Nation  come 
next  Tuesday. 

I  just  can't  begin  to  tell  you  how  much  I 
depend  in  the  House  of  Representatives  on 
your  own  grand  Congressman  Clem  Za- 
blocki.  Clem  is  my  strong  right  arm.  He 
is  always  there  to  be  helpful.  He  is  always 
constructive.  He  always  does  what  he 
thinks  is  best  for  his  country,  and  that  goes, 
too,  for  Henry  Reuss,  a  member  of  the 
Joint  Economic  Committee.  Clem,  you 
know,  is  on  the  House  Foreign  Affairs  Com- 
mittee, and  that  is  quite  some  distinction 
for  this  city  and  for  this  State.  I  hope,  I 
believe,  and  I  know  that  the  people  of  Mil- 
waukee will  send  them  back  to  Washington 
next  Tuesday  with  a  great  majority  in  back 
of  them. 

And  I  hope,  too,  that  you  will  send  Jim 
Buckley  from  the  Ninth  Congressional  Dis- 
trict. We  need  his  voice,  we  need  his  vote, 
we  need  his  constructive  support  behind  our 
new  Democratic  program.  We  also  want 
you  to  send  Lynn  Stalbaum  from  the  First 
District  to  sit  beside  them  and  to  vote  beside 
them  in  the  next  Congress.  We  need  new, 
good,  able  men  like  Lynn,  and  please  help 
us  send  him  there. 

The  whole  country  knows  about  the  re- 
markable resurgence  of  the  Democratic 
Party  in  Wisconsin  in  recent  years,  so  keep 
it  up.  Keep  it  moving.  Keep  it  going, 
with  people  like  Pat  Lucey  and  Bronson  La- 
Follette. 

I  know  the  history  of  this  park  and  how 
much  it  has  had  to  say  in  this  election.  It  is 
almost  60  years  now  since  you  dedicated  it. 


Many  of  the  people  who  lived  here  60  years 
ago  had  come  from  the  old  world,  escaping 
from  oppression,  looking  for  freedom  and  for 
opportunity.  They  found  it  here — and  gave 
in  return  as  much  as  they  got. 

What  they  sought  the  most  was  opportu- 
nity itself — opportunity  for  every  man  to  do 
the  best  he  can  for  himself  and  his  family; 
freedom  for  each;  justice  for  all.  We  are  go- 
ing to  keep  open  those  doors  of  opportunity 
and  freedom  and  justice.  We  are  going  to 
keep  them  open  for  all  people. 

We  have  had  44  months  of  uninter- 
rupted, steady,  healthy  prosperity  in  these 
United  States  under  the  Kennedy-Johnson 
administration.  And  we  are  not  going  to 
throw  this  progress  away  next  Tuesday.  We 
are  going  to  keep  moving  steadily  forward. 

This  year  the  annual  personal  income  of 
Wisconsin  citizens 

[At  this  point  there  were  disturbances  in  the  crowd."] 

I  appreciate  your  wanting  me,  but  don't 
mind  what  happened  because  we  all  live  and 
learn,  and  you  are  just  getting  an  example 
of  what  kind  of  government  you  would  get. 
That  doesn't  just  apply  to  Democrats. 

You  remember  that  those  people  were — 
well,  I  want  to  be  generous — they  felt  so 
strongly  that  they  wouldn't  even  let  their 
Republican  Governor  Rockefeller  speak  at 
the  convention.  They  booed  him  down. 
They  talk  about  the  Constitution  and  free 
speech,  and  freedom  to  assemble,  and  then 
they  come  to  our  meetings  and  don't  want 
us  to  talk. 

Now,  we  have  a  speech  in  Rockford  and 
then  we  are  due  in  Chicago  at  3:30.  We 
are  going  to  run  a  little  late.  But  there  are 
some  things  that  are  more  important  than 
what  I  have  to  say. 

If  you  don't  mind,  let's  just  silently,  quiet- 
lyj  calmly,  take  a  look  around  there  and  see 
what  condition  they  are  already  in.    Look. 
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Don't  get  upset  and  don't  get  angry,  because 
if  they  are  bruised  up  that  much  today, 
think  what  is  going  to  happen  to  them  next 
Tuesday. 

Actually,  though,  I  have  been  in  44  States, 
and  I  have  watched  these  boys.  Most  of 
them  they  don't  pay  but  50  cents  an  hour. 
But  I  did  find  one  the  other  day  in  one  of 
the  big  metropolitan  areas  that  was  an 
adult — ^and  old  enough  to  vote. 

This  year  the  annual  personal  income  of 
Wisconsin  citizens  reached  $10  billion — 
$10  billion.  That  is  a  new  record  high  in 
the  United  States.  The  unemployment  rate 
for  this  city  of  Milwaukee,  and  the  unem- 
ployment rate  for  the  entire  State  is  down 
to  a  record  of  2.5  percent — only  2.5  per- 
cent— 97^  men  out  of  every  100  are  work- 
ing. That  is  less  than  half  what  it  was  when 
you  elected  John  Fitzgerald  Kennedy. 

Business  has  prospered  this  year.  Cor- 
poration profits  in  Wisconsin  went  over  $1 
billion  for  the  first  time  in  history.  Pros- 
perity and  progress  were  not  just  acciden- 
tal. They  are  both  the  rewards  of  hard 
work. 

They  are  the  rewards  of  responsible  leader- 
ship. This  year  alone,  under  your  great 
Governor  Reynolds'  leadership,  Wisconsin 
brought  147  new  industries  into  this  great 
State  of  Wisconsin.  And  here  in  Milwau- 
kee, you  and  Mayor  Maier  are  changing  the 
skyline  of  a  great  city  with  a  great  new  re- 
building program. 

Prosperity  and  progress  are  the  rewards  of 
a  partnership,  a  partnership  between  respon- 
sible government  and  responsible  business 
and  responsible  labor. 

We  are  still  going  forward,  shoulder  to 
shoulder,  as  friends,  as  partners;  not  as 
haters,  not  as  dividers,  but,  rather,  as  uniters. 

This  year's  tax  cut  alone  will,  when  fully 
effective,  create  42,000  new  jobs  in  Wiscon- 
sin.   But  we  aren't  satisfied.    We  still  be- 


lieve in  new  opportunity.  We  believe  in 
men's  opportunity  to  enlarge  and  enrich  their 
lives  as  well  as  their  pocketbooks. 

We  believe  in 

— The  right  of  every  American  child  that 
is  born  under  that  flag,  boy  or  girl,  to  have 
all  the  education  that  they  can  take,  and  we 
are  going  to  try  to  put  that  program  into 
effect. 

— The  right  of  our  fathers  and  mothers, 
our  grandfathers  and  grandmothers,  to  so- 
cial security,  to  decent  medical  care. 

— The  right  of  every  American  family  to 
live  in  a  decent  house,  in  a  clean,  beautiful 
city. 

— The  right  of  every  American  to  enjoy 
the  great  outdoors  and  the  countryside  that 
God  gave  to  all  of  us. 

— ^The  right  of  every  American  to  expect 
of  his  Government  a  strong  national  defense 
and  a  responsible  foreign  policy,  free  from 
waste. 

These  are  some  of  the  things  that  we  mean 
when  we  speak  of  the  Great  Society  that  we 
are  going  to  put  on  the  statute  books. 

[At  this  point  there  was  a  further  demonstration  by 
members  of  the  audience.'] 

You  have  some  nice,  courteous,  hospitable 
people  out  there,  I  see. 

Governor  Reynolds,  working  with  local 
leaders  like  Mayor  Maier,  with  your  Sena- 
tors and  Congressmen  in  Washington,  has 
already  laid  the  cornerstones  of  that  Great 
Society  right  here  in  beautiful  Wisconsin. 

He  started  the  greatest  college  and  univer- 
sity building  program  in  Wisconsin's  history. 
He  moved  this  State  forward  in  aid  to  local 
schools,  in  help  for  the  elderly,  in  care  for 
the  sick,  in  conservation  programs. 

I  have  come  here  to  Milwaukee  today  to 
tell  you  that  under  a  Democratic  adminis- 
tration in  Washington,  we  will  keep  it 
moving. 
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The  Great  Society  must  be  built  on  indi- 
vidual communities.  No  massive  programs 
directed  from  Washington  can  do  this  job, 
nor  should  any  Federal  aid  program  ever  be 
forced  upon  any  State  or  local  community. 
Local  government  can  act  more  effectively 
in  partnership  v^ith  the  private  community 
through  its  responsibilities  to  overall  need. 

The  Great  Society  is  much  more  than 
mortar  and  bricks.  It  must  be  built  in  the 
architecture  of  our  ideals. 

It  is  a  part,  therefore,  of  the  plan  of  the 
Great  Society  that  the  immigration  lavi^s  be 
changed.  Tw^o-thirds  of  the  total  immigra- 
tion quota  nov^,  under  the  present  lav^,  goes 
to  people  v^ho  never  use  all  the  quota  they 
already  have. 

We  want  to  abolish  those  discriminatory 
quotas  gradually  over  a  5-year  period,  and 
V7t  wzviX.  to  raise  the  overall  limit  by  2,000, 
or  one-eightieth  of  i  percent  of  our  w^ork 
force.  This  w^ould  permit  the  reuniting  of 
families  that  have  too  long  been  broken  up, 
-wt  are  all  Americans.  We  are  one  nation, 
one  people. 

We  live  in  an  age  of  great  opportunity  and 
great  danger,  and  rapid  change.  The  other 
day  a  crack  appeared  in  the  Kremlin  w^all. 
It  spread  to  the  Iron  Curtain.  We  cannot 
know^  what  the  future  will  bring,  but  we  do 
know  now  that  there  are  vast  changes  going 
on  in  the  Communist  camp. 

Red  China  has  challenged  the  Soviet 
Union  for  leadership  of  the  Communist 
camp,  and  the  restless  stirrings  in  Europe 
suggest  that  Moscow  can  no  longer  impose 
its  will  on  the  tragic  captive  countries  of 
Eastern  Europe.  Mr.  Khrushchev  is  re- 
puted to  have  said  not  long  ago  that  the 
satellite  countries  had  already  grown  up — 
like  children,  they  were  too  big  to  spank 
any  more. 

So  the  task  for  the  United  States  is  to 
keep  our  policies  flexible,  to  keep  them  re- 
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sponsible,  and  to  search  for  new  opportuni- 
ties to  favor  freedom  in  a  rapidly  changing 
world. 

Above  all,  we  must  stay  strong,  but  we 
must  stay  responsible.  We  must  stand  reso- 
lute; we  must  never  be  discourteous  or  reck- 
less. In  the  nuclear  age  the  stakes  are  too 
high  to  gamble  with  the  pushbutton  of 
destruction. 

And  so  long  as  I  am  your  President,  I 
will  keep  that  trust. 

Twenty  years  ago  Franklin  D.  Roosevelt 
told  us,  "The  only  limit  to  our  realization  of 
tomorrow  will  be  our  doubts  of  today." 
You  know  what  the  promise  of  tomorrow 
means.  You  are  working  for  that  promise 
right  now  for  yourselves  and  for  your  chil- 
dren and  for  your  country.  And  I  want 
you  to  vote  for  that  promise  at  the  polls  next 
Tuesday. 

It  was  a  litde  more  than  11  months  ago 
when  a  great  tragedy  made  me  your  Presi- 
dent. When  I  assumed  the  oath  of  office,  I 
said  to  the  American  people  and  to  the  world 
that  with  God's  help  and  with  your  prayers, 
I  would  do  the  best  I  could. 

It  was  a  little  over  2  years  ago  when  we 
had  the  Cuban  missile  crisis.  I  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  National  Security  Council  as  Vice 
President  of  the  United  States.  For  38 
meetings  we  sat  with  all  the  generals  and 
their  stars  and  the  admirals  with  their  braid, 
and  the  great  Secretary  of  State,  the  Rhodes 
scholar,  the  Secretary  of  Defense,  the  former 
president  of  the  Ford  Motor  Co.,  that  made 
a  half-million  a  year,  but  came  into  the  Gov- 
ernment to  help  us  build  a  strong  defense. 
And  at  the  head  of  that  table  sat  the  man 
that  you  had  selected  as  Commander  in 
Chief. 

I  never  left  home  a  single  morning  that 
I  was  sure  that  I  would  see  my  wife  and 
daughters  again  that  night. 

Mr.  Khrushchev  had  his  missiles  90  miles 
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from  our  shore  and  they  were  pointed  in  our 
direction.  Our  Commander  in  Chief  had 
put  our  bombers  in  the  air,  loaded  with  their 
bombs.  Our  carriers  were  on  the  sea  in  the 
strategic  places.  There  these  two  great 
leaders  of  these  two  great  world  powers 
stood  eyeball  to  eyeball,  taking  each  other's 
temperature. 

And  as  I  sat  in  that  room  and  the  Presi- 
dent went  around  the  table,  it  was  so  serious, 
so  critical,  so  dangerous,  and  so  important 
that  I  hoped  that  he  would  ask  somebody 
else  before  he  got  to  me  so  I  would  just 
have  a  little  more  time  to  think.  But  one 
thing  impressed  me.  I  remembered  what 
Thomas  Jefferson  had  said. 

Thomas  Jefferson  said  that  the  judgment 
of  the  many  is  much  to  be  preferred  to  the 
decision  of  the  few,  and  the  great  mass  of 
the  American  people,  beginning  here  in  the 
wonderful,  beautiful  State  of  Wisconsin, 
and  throughout  the  other  49  States  later,  had 
selected  a  leader,  had  selected  our  Com- 
mander in  Chief. 

The  coolest  man  that  sat  in  that  room 
during  those  38  meetings  was  our  President, 
your  Commander  in  Chief,  John  Fitzgerald 
Kennedy. 

On  next  Tuesday  you  will  have  to  go  and 
in  your  own  best  judgment  and  in  your  own 
conscience  select  a  new  President.  For  11 
months  I  have  picked  up  where  he  left  off 
and  I  have  done  the  best  I  could.  And  if  I 
am  selected  for  another  4  years  I  will  give 
the  job  all  the  limited  ability  and  all  the 
talent  I  have,  and  I  will  try  to  search  for 
peace  in  the  world.  I  will  try  to  maintain 
our  strength  and  keep  our  guard  up,  but 
our  hand  out.  I  will  be  willing  to  go  any- 
where, to  talk  to  anyone,  to  try  to  seek  an 
honorable  peace. 

We  want  to  bury  no  one,  but  we  don't  in- 
tend to  be  buried,  either.  We  believe  in  un- 
employment compensation,  and  we  believe 


in  social  security,  and  we  don't  think  it  ought 
to  be  voluntary,  either.  We  believe  in  medi- 
cal care.  We  believe  in  adequate  income  for 
the  farmers.  We  believe  in  collective  bar- 
gaining. We  believe  in  the  right  of  every 
man  and  woman  who  wants  to  work  to  have 
a  job.  We  believe  in  the  right  of  every  boy 
and  girl  born  in  this  country  to  have  an 
education. 

We  remember  that  it  was  100  years  ago 
that  Abraham  Lincoln  abolished  slavery. 
And  it  is  now  our  lot  and  our  time,  and  our 
opportunity,  to  abolish  poverty  from  the 
United  States  of  America. 

So  if  you  want  us  to  continue,  you  will 
have  to  search  your  hearts  and  your  con- 
science, and  make  that  decision. 

You  are  the  masters.  This  will  be  as  im- 
portant a  decision  as  you  have  ever  been 
called  upon  to  make,  because  we  have  a  new 
leader  in  the  Soviet  Union,  you  have  700  mil- 
lion people  in  China  that  have  the  nuclear 
bomb,  you  have  a  new  British  labor  govern- 
ment, you  have  a  new  government  in  Ger- 
many, a  new  government  in  Italy.  You  have 
all  these  problems  of  the  world,  and  we 
have  Viet-Nam,  we  have  Cyprus,  we  have 
Laos.  We  have  120  nations  and  we  are  try- 
ing our  best  to  lead  them  in  the  direction 
of  peace. 

So  if  you  want  peace  and  if  you  want 
prosperity,  then  I  ask  you  to  lend  me  your 
help,  lend  me  your  hand,  give  me  your  heart, 
givt:  me  your  support.  And  if  you  do  that  on 
Tuesday  next,  we  will  have  one  of  the  great- 
est majorities  that  any  President  ever  had. 

And  when  we  do  that,  there  will  be  such 
a  minority  in  the  other  party  that  the  good, 
moderate  men  who  have  built  that  party,  the 
party  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  will  go  back 
and  stand  for  the  fine  principles  that  it  ad- 
vocated through  the  years.  We  will  have 
a  bipartisan  foreign  policy  again.  We  will 
have   Republicans    and    Democrats   sitting 
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in  our  Cabinet.  We  will  have  men  working 
together.  We  will  have  politics  stop- 
ping at  the  water's  edge. 

So  I  hope  that  you  will  seriously  consider 
that  this  is  one  of  the  great  decisions  you  will 
be  called  upon  to  make,  and  that  you  will  go 
and  vote  Democratic  next  Tuesday. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  1:40  p.m.  in  Kos- 


ciusko Park  in  Milwaukee,  Wis.  In  his  opening 
words  he  referred  to  Governor  John  W.  Reynolds, 
Mayor  Henry  W.  Maier  of  Milwaukee,  Senators 
William  Proxmire  and  Gaylord  Nelson,  and  Repre- 
sentatives Clement  J.  Zablocki  and  Henry  S.  Reuss. 
During  the  course  of  his  remarks  he  referred  to 
James  P.  Buckley  and  Lynn  E.  Stalbaum,  Demo- 
cratic candidates  for  Representative,  Patrick  J.  Lucey, 
Democratic  candidate  for  Lieutenant  Governor,  and 
Bronson  LaFollette,  Democratic  candidate  for  State 
Attorney  General,  all  of  Wisconsin. 


747    Remarks  at  an  Airport  Rally  in  Rockford,  Illinois. 
October  30,  1964 


Governor  Kerner,  Governor  Shapiro,  Sen- 
ator Douglas,  Postmaster  General  Gronou- 
s\i,  Attorney  General  Clar\,  State  Auditor 
Hotvlett,  my  old  friend  Paul  Powell,  Jim 
Ronan,  Mayor  Schleicher,  Robert  Brin\' 
meier.  Miss  Dorothy  O'Brien,  my  fellow 
Americans: 

If  my  history  is  correct,  this  is  the  first 
time  that  a  Democratic  President  has  visited 
the  city  of  Rockford.  But  I  am  telling  you 
now  that  it  is  not  going  to  be  the  last  time. 

I  have  come  here  in  excellent  company. 
Otto  Kerner  has  been  a  distinguished  Gov- 
ernor of  the  State  of  Illinois.  He  has  been 
one  of  the  great  Governors  of  the  United 
States  of  America.  Governor  Kerner  know^s 
the  problems  of  this  State  and  he  knovi^s 
how  to  solve  those  problems.  For  4  years  he 
has  worked  quietly  and  capably,  patiendy 
and  effectively  for  you  down  at  Springfield. 
And  I  hope  that  next  Tuesday  you  will  give 
him  a  resounding  mandate  for  his  next  term. 

Bob  Brinkmeier,  your  Democratic  candi- 
date for  Congress,  is  a  very  able  man,  a 
teacher  from  Forreston.  I  was  a  teacher  my- 
self once,  and  I  think  we  should  use  more 
schoolteachers  in  government  by  electing  Bob 
Brinkmeier. 

The  last  time  this  district  sent  a  Democrat 
to  Congress  was  in  1852.    As  a  strong  sup- 


porter of  the  two-party  system,  I  think  it  is 
time  for  a  change! 

On  this  occasion  I  am  grateful  for  the  re- 
ception I  have  received  here  in  a  city  and  in 
a  district  with  such  long  and  such  strong 
and  such  loyal  devotion  to  the  Republican 
Party. 

I  am  proud  to  be  a  Democrat.  I  am  proud 
to  be  a  member  of  the  party  of  Jefferson  and 
Jackson  and  Cleveland  and  Wilson,  Franklin 
D.  Roosevelt,  Harry  S.  Truman.  I  am  es- 
pecially proud  to  be  a  member  of  the  party 
of  that  great  and  that  gallant  American,  John 
Fitzgerald  Kennedy. 

But  I  am  prouder  that  over  a  career  of 
more  than  30  years  in  public  life,  I  have  al- 
ways been  the  kind  of  Democrat  who  could 
and  would  work  together  with  my  fellow 
Americans  of  the  party  of  Lincoln  and  Mc- 
Kinley,  Herbert  Hoover  and  Dwight  Eisen- 
hower, Robert  Taft,  Arthur  Vandenberg, 
and  Everett  Dirksen. 

Whatever  our  traditions,  whatever  our 
affiliations,  whatever  our  partisan  beliefs,  we 
all  know  that  America  will  stand  strong 
and  secure  only  when  we  faithfully  put  our 
country  ahead  of  our  party  in  every  cause. 

On  this  bright  autumn  afternoon,  I  re- 
member— and  I  know  you  have  not  forgot- 
ten— another  day  such  as  this  11  months  and 
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I  week  ago.  On  that  day,  November  22d, 
we  were  happy  and  smiUng  and  all  seemed 
secure. 

Then  in  one  terrible,  incredible  instant 
our  world  and  our  times  changed.  A  vicious 
bullet  from  an  assassin  had  felled  a  noble 
man. 

Wherever  we  were,  whatever  we  were  do- 
ing, Americans  laid  down  their  own  interests 
and  had  only  one  thought:  their  Nation's 
interest.  All  across  this  land  no  man  or 
woman  that  day  had  any  thought  of  party. 
All  Americans  were  thinking  only  of  pre- 
serving our  system  and  saving  our  country, 
and  saving  all  that  we  cherish  in  our  life. 

When  night  had  fallen  I  returned  to  Wash- 
ington, bearing  on  these  shoulders  the  bur- 
dens and  the  trust  of  every  home  and  every 
family  and  every  free  man. 

I  said  to  the  Nation  and  to  all  the  people 
what  was  in  my  heart  that  night.  I  had 
taken  the  oath  of  the  highest  office  in  the 
land  in  an  airplane  compartment  with  the 
jet  motors  roaring  behind  me  in  the  back- 
ground. And  I  told  my  people  when  I 
walked  into  that  lonely  White  House  that 
evening  with  God's  help  and  yours  I  would 
do  the  best  I  could. 

In  all  our  history  only  35  other  men  have 
borne  these  burdens  and  have  known  these 
tasks.  But  I  know  what  each  of  them 
must  have  known. 

This  is  an  office  that  makes  men  humble. 
This  is  an  office  that  sends  men  to  their 
knees  to  pray  for  wisdom  and  help  and  not 
for  power. 

Presidents  are  not  infallible,  and  I  hope 
there  is  never  one  who  thinks  otherwise.  A 
man  cannot  serve  in  this  office  i  hour  or  i 
day  without  knowing  how  much  he  needs 
all  the  help  that  he  can  get,  from  all  the 
people  that  are  willing  to  help  their  country. 

In  those  moments  last  November  I  turned 


to  the  most  experienced  and  to  the  best  men 
that  I  could  find  in  America.  We  were  in 
a  goldfish  bowl.  The  spodight  was  on  the 
United  States.  Eighty-five  rulers  and  leaders 
of  countries  of  the  world  had  come  to  Wash- 
ington to  pay  their  last  respects  to  President 
Kennedy  and  to  size  up  President  Johnson. 

When  I  turned  to  these  experienced  men, 
all  of  them  that  I  could  find,  I  did  not  ask 
their  party,  I  did  not  know  their  party,  I  did 
not  care  about  their  party.  All  that  mat- 
tered to  me  in  those  critical  moments  was 
the  survival  of  the  United  States  and  whether 
these  men  wanted  to  do  and  help  me  do  what 
was  necessary  for  us  to  survive,  and  what 
was  necessary  for  the  best  of  our  country. 

I  was  proud  that  the  first  citizen  who 
called  upon  me  to  offer  his  strength  and  his 
support  was  General  Dwight  David  Eisen- 
hower. He  spent  more  than  2  hours  in  my 
office  with  a  lead  pencil  and  a  yellow  tablet, 
writing  his  suggestions. 

And  then  from  Independence  came  that 
happy  warrior.  President  Harry  Truman. 

I  was  grateful — and  I  am  more  grateful 
now — ^that  among  those  who  have  been  my 
closest  advisers  from  November  until  now 
were  some  men  who  were  Republicans  by 
party  but  patriots  by  conviction — ^men  like 
the  Secretary  of  Defense,  Robert  McNamara; 
men  like  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
Douglas  Dillon;  men  like  the  Director  of  the 
Central  Intelligence  Agency,  John  McCone; 
men  like  John  McCloy  and  Robert  Lovett; 
men  like  Arthur  Dean  and  Arthur  Larson. 

The  man  who  sees  me  most  often  each 
day,  sometimes  before  I  get  up  in  the  morn- 
ing, frequently  after  I  have  retired  for  the 
evening,  is  the  man  in  charge  of  the  Na- 
tional Security  Council's  executive  operation, 
a  Republican  named  McGeorge  Bundy,  the 
former  Dean  of  Harvard  University. 

On  matters  of  fiscal  policy  and  foreign  pol- 
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icy,  and  our  pursuit  of  peace,  men  upon 
whom  your  President  leans  are  good  Re- 
publicans, such  as  President  Eisenhower's 
former  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  Robert 
Anderson.  He  spent  2  days  with  me  giving 
me  his  judgment  on  our  last  budget.  Men 
like  President  Eisenhower's  former  Secre- 
tary of  State,  Christian  Herter,  who  now 
serves  as  my  spokesman  in  the  Kennedy 
Round  in  connection  with  all  of  our  trade 
relations.  The  man  who  served  Republican 
administrators  in  negotiations  with  the 
Communist  bloc  in  the  test  ban  treaty,  Mr. 
Arthur  Dean,  one  of  the  great  lawyers  of 
the  Nation. 

These  men,  and  many  more,  are  all  Re- 
publicans, good  men,  patriots,  and  good  Re- 
publicans. But  first  of  all  they  are  good  and 
great  Americans. 

I  am  very  grateful  and  very  humble  that  in 
this  critical  hour  of  this  campaign  I  have  the 
voluntary  support  of  at  least  four  members 
of  President  Eisenhower's  Cabinet.  I  am 
very  grateful  that  in  the  Senate,  as  in  the 
Presidency,  I  have  had  the  friendship  and 
the  trust  of  men  who  sat  across  the  aisle  as 
Republican  leaders  when  I  was  Democratic 
leader,  men  like  Bob  Taft,  Bill  Knowland, 
and  Everett  Dirksen. 

Today  I  speak  as  I  do  only  because  I 
deeply  believe  that  the  ultimate  success  of 
our  democratic  system  and  our  survival  and 
the  preservation  of  peace  in  the  world  lies 
largely  in  the  strength  of  bipartisan  govern- 
ment in  our  land. 

Twenty  years  ago,  a  former  isolationist,  a 
great  Republican  Senator  named  Arthur 
Vandenberg,  from  the  State  of  Michigan, 
stepped  up  and  joined  Harry  S.  Truman,  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  and  together 
they  laid  down  the  Truman  doctrine  and 
united  the  country.  Republicans  and  Demo- 
crats, and  stopped  the  Communists  in  their 


tracks  in  Greece  and  Turkey. 

A  little  later,  the  Republicans  swept  the 
country  and  General  Eisenhower  became 
President,  but  Lyndon  Johnson  became 
Democratic  leader,  and  for  8  years  President 
Eisenhower  dealt  with  the  Democratic 
leader. 

Six  of  those  years  the  Democrats  had  the 
majority,  but  I  looked  up  the  record  the 
other  day  and  the  Democratic  leader  sup- 
ported President  Eisenhower's  foreign  pol- 
icies 95  percent  of  the  time  in  that  year  i960, 
when  the  present  Republican  candidate  sup- 
ported it  only  25  percent  of  the  time. 

Everett  Dirksen  supported  the  test  ban 
treaty  in  a  critical  hour  in  the  Senate  when 
without  his  support  it  may  not  have  become 
law,  when  the  present  Republican  candidate 
was  fighting  it.  Together,  Everett  Dirksen 
and  John  F.  Kennedy  passed  that  treaty 
that  105  nations  ratified  that  makes  the  air 
that  you  breathe  safer  and  the  milk  that  you 
drink  cleaner. 

This  spirit  of  bipartisanship  between  the 
two  parties  must  never  be  lost. 

America  today  cannot  be  served  by  the 
politics  of  patronage  and  privilege.  Amer- 
ica can  only  be  served  by  the  politics  of 
responsibility.  That  is  the  only  kind  of 
politics  I  know  and  the  only  kind  I  want 
America  to  know.  I  have  always  tried  to 
find  the  basis  for  consensus,  to  take  the  other 
man's  viewpoint  into  consideration — in  the 
words  of  the  prophet  Isaiah,  to  reason  to- 
gether, and  to  work  with  him  for  the  good 
of  our  country  and  the  success  of  our  land. 

In  these  dark  days,  in  these  hours  of  dan- 
ger, when  the  Soviet  Government  changed 
their  rulers  only  last  week,  America  cannot 
march  under  a  Republican  flag  or  a  Demo- 
cratic flag.  America  can  and  America  must 
march  only  under  one  flag  of  one  nation,  of 
one  people. 
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Republicans  and  Democrats  have  walked 
side  by  side  in  uniform.  They  have  died 
side  by  side  in  the  trenches.  They  have 
fought  side  by  side  in  batdes,  and  no  one 
even  asked  them  w^hat  party  they  belonged 
to.  And  there  is  no  reason  vj\iy  they  cannot 
work  side  by  side  in  the  task  of  preventing 
a  nuclear  war  and  preserving  peace  and  de- 
fending freedom,  and  keeping  America 
moving  and  keeping  America  prosperous. 

The  course  that  America  takes  the  next  4 
years  will  be  the  course  that  the  people  choose 
themselves,  and  you  will  do  that  in  the  pri- 
vacy of  the  polls  next  Tuesday.  You  are  the 
masters.  You  select  the  director.  You 
name  the  President.  You  appoint  the 
Commander  in  Chief. 

I  want  every  good  Republican  in  this 
Nation  and  every  good  Independent  in 
this  Nation  who  yearns  for  peace,  who 
believes  in  prosperity — I  want  every  busi- 
nessman who  believes  in  profits  and 
prudence,  every  labor  man  who  wants  ade- 
quate wages  and  reasonable  working  condi- 
tions, to  get  out  and  do  some  heavy  thinking 
now.  You  have  a  week  to  do  it,  and  to  exer- 
cise your  own  precious  and  personal  right  of 
choice. 

I  do  not  know  what  that  choice  will  be — • 
the  farmer  in  Illinois,  the  worker  in  Detroit, 
the  businessman  on  Wall  Street,  but  I  do 
believe  that  good  Americans,  good  patriots, 
good  Republicans,  will  consider  seriously 
and  soberly  what  is  best  for  their  country, 
and  I  do  believe  they  will  vote  on  no  other 
basis. 

I  do  believe  that  good  Republicans  want 
for  their  party  understanding,  tolerance, 
judicious  leadership  in  the  tradition  of 
Abraham  Lincoln,  humane  leadership  in  the 
tradition  of  Herbert  Hoover,  experienced 
leadership  in  the  tradition  of  Dwight  Eisen- 
hower.   And  in  the  days  to  come,  I  believe 


that  it  is  this  responsible  heritage  of  the 
Republican  Party  that  will  emerge  after  this 
election  to  regroup,  reform,  strengthen,  and 
return  to  the  principles  of  high  patriotic 
responsibility  that  marks  the  Republican 
Party's  history. 

So  today  I  want  to  tell  you,  and  through 
you  I  want  to  tell  the  Nation,  that  I  want 
them  to  know  and  to  understand  that  so 
long  as  Lyndon  Johnson  may  serve  as  your 
President,  I  will  share  with  them  the  op- 
portunity as  well  as  the  obligation  of  saving 
America  and  saving  our  system  of  free 
enterprise. 

I  will  share  with  them  the  oppor- 
tunity and  the  obligation  of  bettering 
our  working  conditions,  employing  all  of  our 
people,  raising  our  standards  of  living,  in- 
creasing our  strength,  encouraging  our 
growth.  And  remembering  that  it  was  this 
great  State  that  gave  to  the  Nation  the  man 
that  abolished  slavery  100  years  ago,  in  these 
next  few  months  I  will  give  them  the  op- 
portunity and  the  obligation  to  join  me  in 
helping  to  abolish  poverty  among  humans. 

Yes,  it  is  not  just  the  Democrat  or  the  Re- 
publican or  the  Independent.  It  is  all 
Americans  that  must  pursue  the  search  for 
peace  in  this  unsetded  world. 

I  have  not  forgotten  that  in  one  of  our 
country's  darkest  hours.  President  Roosevelt 
called  two  great  Republicans  forward,  and 
they  stepped  up  to  cast  aside  partisanship 
amidst  great  criticism,  and  serve  in  that  war 
period  as  patriots.  Those  men  were  Henry 
Stimson,  Secretary  of  War,  and  Illinois'  own 
Frank  Knox,  under  whom  I  served  when  he 
was  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

The  dangers  to  freedom  then  were  no 
greater  than  the  dangers  we  face  today. 

On  November  the  3d,  next  Tuesday,  I  be- 
lieve that  this  generation  of  responsible 
Americans,  I  believe  that  every  mother  in 
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her  kitchen,  and  every  husband  at  his  voca- 
tion, w^ill  remember  that  the  free  world  and 
the  Communist  world  are  looking  at  us 
through  a  goldfish  bowl.  The  spodight  of  3 
billion  people  is  turned  toward  what 
America  does  and  who  leads  the  world. 

I  think  they  will  be  reading  our  election 
returns,  and  I  believe  that  Americans  will, 
by  their  votes,  say  to  the  new  leaders  in  the 
Kremlin  and  in  Great  Britain  and  in  Italy 
and  in  Germany,  and  in  India  since  Nehru 
is  gone  and  Mr.  Shastri  has  replaced  him,  and 
in  Japan,  where  Mr.  Ikeda  has  resigned — I 
believe  they  will  say  that  America  is  going 
to  have  a  foreign  policy  that  unites  all  of  our 
people  instead  of  divides  them,  a  policy  that 
preaches  love  instead  of  hate,  a  policy  that 
preaches  faith  instead  of  doubt,  a  policy  that 
preaches  hope  instead  of  despair.  I  believe 
they  will  say  that  you  can  depend  on  America 
to  stand  solid  and  safe  and  united  and  steady 
on  her  course. 

That  will  be  the  mandate — the  only  man- 
date— of  this  election.  There  will  be  no 
mandate  for  a  man  or  for  a  party.  There 
v/ill  be  a  mandate  for  progress.  There 
will  be  a  mandate  for  social  consciousness, 
there  will  be  a  mandate  for  strength  and 
responsibility  in  the  policies  and  the  pur- 
poses of  the  world's  strongest  and  the  world's 
most  responsible  nation. 

Finally,  it  was  just  2  years  ago  that  I  sat 
around  the  Cabinet  table  in  the  Cuban  mis- 
sile crisis.  On  one  side  of  the  President  sat 
a  Rhodes  scholar,  a  great  diplomat,  who  is 
Secretary  of  State.  On  the  other  side  sat 
the  former  president  of  the  Ford  Motor  Co., 
who  left  a  half-million-dollar-a-year  job  to 
run  the  Defense  Department,  a  Republican. 
Across  the  table  sat  Secretary  Dillon,  a  Re- 
publican Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

In  that  room  we  knew  no  parties.  We 
knew  we  were  only  Americans.    And  Mr. 


Khrushchev  and  Mr.  Kennedy  stood  there 
eyeball  to  eyeball,  each  with  a  knife  in  the 
other  one's  ribs,  and  neither  quivering  or 
quaking.  There  was  no  palsy  in  their 
hands. 

I  never  left  my  home  a  single  morning 
when  I  knew  that  I  would  be  back  that 
night,  or  whether  there  would  even  be  a 
Capitol  or  a  White  House. 

There  were  those  that  said,  "Send  in  the 
Marines,"  and  there  is  a  gallant  Marine  that 
wears  the  scars  of  battle,  Paul  Douglas,  who 
did  go  in. 

There  were  those  who  said,  "Defoliate 
and  drop  our  bombs."  There  were  a  lot  of 
hotheads  all  around  the  place.  But  as  those 
generals  came  in  with  the  stars  on  their 
shoulders,  and  the  admirals  walked  down 
the  corridors  with  the  gold  on  their  braid,  I 
am  proud  to  tell  you  that  the  coolest  cus- 
tomer, the  wisest  man  in  that  room,  was  the 
man  that  you,  in  your  wisdom,  the  masses 
of  the  people,  had  selected  to  be  your  Com- 
mander in  Chief,  John  Fitzgerald  Kennedy. 

I  proudly  served  with  him  and  beside  him 
for  3  Yi  years. 

I  know  not  what  the  future  holds.  I  can 
tell  you  only  today,  as  I  move  on  to  Chicago, 
where  I  was  due  30  minutes  ago,  that  I  be- 
lieve you  Republicans,  Democrats,  Inde- 
pendents, and  whatnots  realize  that  we  are 
living  in  a  critical  period  of  history,  and  that 
you  have  a  critical  and  important  decision 
to  make — not  for  me,  because  it  doesn't 
make  much  difference  to  me. 

You  have  given  me  everything  a  person 
could  have.  I  was  an  NYA  administrator. 
We  worked  with  boys  and  girls.  I  was  a 
Congressman  for  12  years.  I  was  a  Senator 
for  12  years.  I  was  leader  of  my  party  for 
8  years.  I  was  Vice  President  for  over  3 
years,  as  President  Kennedy's  assistant  and 
his  helper,  and  now  I  have  been  President 
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for  almost  a  year.  But  you  will  go  and  vote 
not  for  Lyndon  Johnson  and  not  for  the 
Democratic  Party.  You  will  go  vote  for 
yourself  and  your  family. 

I  know  when  I  am  sitting  down  there  on 
the  banks  of  the  river  in  my  little  house  near 
where  I  was  born  on  the  Pedernales  River 
in  Texas,  and  Governor  Kerner  or  Paul 
Douglas  calls  me  Tuesday  night — I  know 
that  they  will  tell  me  that  you  voted  for 
what  you  knew  in  your  heart  was  right. 


note:  The  President  spoke  at  3:07  p.m.  at  a  rally 
at  the  airport  at  Rockford,  111.  His  opening  words 
referred  to  Governor  Otto  Kerner,  Lieutenant  Gov- 
ernor Samuel  H.  Shapiro,  Senator  Paul  H.  Douglas, 
United  States  Postmaster  General  John  A.  Gronouski, 
State  Attorney  General  William  G.  Clark,  State  Audi- 
tor Michael  J.  Howlett,  State  Representative  Paul 
Powell,  Democratic  candidate  for  Illinois  Secretary 
of  State,  Daniel  J.  (Jim)  Ronan,  Democratic  candi- 
date for  U.S.  Representative,  Mayor  Benjamin  T. 
Schleicher  of  Rockford,  Robert  E.  Brinkmeier,  Demo- 
cratic candidate  for  U.S.  Representative,  and  Dorothy 
G.  O'Brien,  Democratic  national  committeewoman, 
all  of  Illinois. 


748    Remarks  at  the  Chicago  Stadium. 
October  30,  1964 


Governor  Kerner,  Mayor  Daley,  Senator 
Douglas,  ladies  and  gentlemen: 

Nobody  in  this  world  can  put  on  a  political 
parade  and  a  political  rally  like  that  great 
executive  Dick  Daley  of  Chicago.  He 
makes  it  so  much  fun  being  a  Democrat  that 
you  don't  see  how  anybody  could  be  anything 
else.  I  think  he  is  one  of  the  greatest  politi- 
cal leaders  in  all  the  world. 

I  have  a  few  favors  to  ask  of  you  tonight. 
A  President  works  closely  whenever  he  can 
with  the  State  Governors,  so  please  be  sure 
that  here  in  Illinois  it  is  Otto  Kerner.  And 
no  one  helps  me  more  to  fight  for  the  people 
of  Illinois,  the  people  of  the  United  States, 
and  all  the  people  of  the  world,  than  your 
Senator,  Paul  Douglas,  and  Emily  Douglas. 

Please  send  us  every  single  Democratic 
Congressman  that  you  can.  It  will  take  a 
strong  Democratic  Congress  to  keep  this 
country  moving  ahead. 

When  I  say  that  I  think,  and  so  do  you — 
and  it  makes  us  proud,  but  it  makes  us 
humble — of  the  man  that  we  wish  most  of  all 
were  here  with  us  tonight,  that  gallant 
leader,  John  Fitzgerald  Kennedy. 

We  are  proud  tonight  to  be  Democrats. 


We  are  even  prouder  to  be  Americans. 

And  I  want  to  talk  tonight  as  an  American 
to  Americans,  for  that  is  the  way  the  people 
will  be  voting  next  Tuesday. 

The  plain  fact  is  that  this  election  won't 
have  setded  all  the  things  that  it  should  have 
setded.  This  country  will  decide  not  to  go 
back,  but  there  will  be  differences  left  about 
how  to  go  forward. 

We  will  win  this  election.  But  we  will 
know  that  the  voters  of  this  country  have  not 
written  a  blank  check;  that  there  are  differ- 
ences which  remain,  and  those  differences 
must  be  honored.    And  they  will  be  honored. 

But  these  things  have  been  made  clear: 
We  have  been  settling  for  too  little  in  this 
country.  We  are  going  to  raise  our  sights. 
We  are  going  to  see  that  every  American 
child  has  an  equal  chance  at  the  fullest  educa- 
tion that  child  can  use.  We  have  been  edu- 
cating most  of  our  children.  Now  we  are 
going  to  educate  those  who  need  it  most. 

We  have  declared  war  on  poverty,  and  we 
mean  all-out  war.  Abraham  Lincoln,  a 
product  of  Illinois,  abolished  slavery  100 
years  ago.  And  now  the  Democratic  Party 
adopts  as  its  program  the  abolishment  of 
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poverty  in  this  land.  Prosperity  for  four  out 
of  five  is  not  enough. 

Older  age  doesn't  have  to  be  a  time  of  fear 
and  w^ant.  Its  difficulties  are  not  voluntary, 
and  v^e  are  not  about  to  make  the  social  se- 
curity system  voluntary.  We  will  increase 
social  security  benefits.  We  v^^ill  add  hos- 
pital and  nursing  home  care,  Medicare,  to 
its  protection.  We  are  going  to  make  sense 
out  of  life's  pattern,  instead  of  letting  age 
defeat  so  many  of  us. 

We  w^ill  mean  what  we  say  from  here  on 
about  full  employment.  We  will  have  a 
government  that  doesn't  waste  a  penny  do- 
ing what  is  foolish,  but  doesn't  waste  a  min- 
ute doing  what  is  wise. 

The  thing  that  all  of  us  want  most  of  all  is 
a  united  policy  for  peace  for  all  peoples. 
Republicans  and  Democrats  are  partisans 
at  home — and  better  for  it.  But  we  are  part- 
ners before  the  world,  because  our  life  de- 
pends upon  it. 

The  one  overriding  obligation  of  a  leader 
of  this  democracy  is  to  find  or  to  forge  a 
united  policy  for  peace.  I  mean  that  to- 
night, and  I  will  mean  it  tomorrow  just  as 
I  meant  it  in  i960. 

There  was  a  Republican  President, 
Dwight  Eisenhower,  then,  and  I  was  the 
Democratic  leader  in  the  Senate.  On  foreign 
policy  matters  I  voted  with  that  RepubH- 
can  President  96  percent  of  the  time.  And 
in  this  campaign  now,  we  are  against  an- 
other man  who  was  in  that  same  Senate  and 
who  voted  on  those  same  issues  against  that 
same  Republican  President  76  percent  of  the 
time.  So  the  Democrat  voted  with  the  Presi- 
dent 96  percent  of  the  time  and  the  present 
Republican  nominee  voted  against  him  76 
percent  of  the  time. 

I  am  proud  to  ask  my  Nation's  trust  in  the 
continued  building  of  its  bipartisan  foreign 
policy.  But  even  here  there  must  be  no  blank 
check.     So  I  state  my  understanding:  It  is 


that  Americans,  almost  as  one,  agree  that  to 
keep  the  peace  we  must  be  so  strong  of  arm 
and  arms  that  none  anywhere  can  doubt  that 
strength. 

As  your  Commander  in  Chief  I  tell  you 
tonight  that  our  military  might  is  greater 
than  that  of  all  the  other  nations  of  the  world 
put  together.  You  want  it  kept  that  way 
and  so  do  I. 

But  you  count  strength  alone  not  enough. 
And  so  do  I.  World  peace  depends  upon 
reason,  on  restraint,  on  negotiation,  and  on 
responsibility. 

We  must  move  forward  on  many  fronts. 

We  must  continue  to  strengthen  the 
United  Nations. 

We  must  strengthen  and  expand  the 
Peace  Corps. 

We  must  build  new  bridges,  new  bridges 
to  the  friendly  peoples  of  Eastern  Europe. 

We  must,  most  of  all,  take  this  world  out 
from  under  the  shadow  of  a  poisonous  toad- 
stool cloud. 

We  want  our  children  to  say  that  this  was 
the  generation  that  split  the  atom,  and  this 
was  the  generation  that  united  all  men  in 
peace. 

We  are  a  powerful  nation,  but  we  are 
humble  before  our  God.  We  believe  that 
man  has  made  his  own  problems,  but  that 
man  can  solve  them. 

The  road  to  peace  is  long  and  hard,  but 
the  road  to  war  is  short  and  deadly.  We 
choose  the  road  to  peace. 

So  we  tonight,  assembled  here,  pledge 
ourselves  to  democracy's  greatest  tradition, 
the  New  Freedom  of  Wilson,  the  New  Deal 
of  Roosevelt,  the  Fair  Deal  of  Harry  S.  Tru- 
man, the  New  America  and  the  New  Fron- 
tier of  John  Fitzgerald  Kennedy,  and  after 
Tuesday,  November  3d,  the  Great  Society  of 
Lyndon  Johnson  and  Hubert  Humphrey. 

These  are  not  campaign  slogans.  These 
are  the  beating  pulse  of  the  greatest  politi- 
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cal  party  in  this  country.  They  are  the 
heart-beat  of  a  Nation  that  is  looking  up  at 
the  stars  and  eager  for  tomorrow's  dawn. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  8:37  p.m.  at  the  Chi- 
cago Stadium  in  Chicago,  111.    In  his  opening  words 


he  referred  to  Governor  Otto  Kerner  of  Illinois, 
Mayor  Richard  J.  Daley  of  Chicago,  and  Senator  Paul 
H.  Douglas  of  Illinois.  Later  he  also  referred  to 
Mrs.  Douglas. 

The  text  of  remarks  of  Mrs.  Johnson,  who  spoke 
briefly,  was  also  released. 


749    Remarks  at  the  Old  State  House,  Dover,  Delaware. 
October  31,  1964 


Governor  Carvel,  Chief  Justice  Terry,  Con- 
gressman McDowell,  distinguished  guests  on 
the  platform,  ladies  and  gentlemen,  hoys  and 
girls: 

I  feel  so  good  this  morning  and  you  have 
a  lot  to  do  with  it.  This  litde  State  of  Dela- 
ware all  through  the  years  has  had  a  very 
special  spot  in  my  heart,  because  the  people 
that  I  have  known  that  have  lived  here  are 
very  much  like  my  people.  They  stand  for 
the  same  things  that  we  stand  for.  They 
try  to  raise  their  children  the  same  way 
we  raise  ours.  They  come  to  the  Congress 
and  they  try  to  work  for  their  country  and 
do  what  is  best  for  their  Nation. 

I  was  going  to  the  largest  State  in  the 
Union  today.  I  am  going  to  tour  Nassau 
County  this  afternoon,  and  we  are  going  to 
close  out  the  campaign  in  New  York  at 
Madison  Square  Garden  tonight.  I  was 
asked  to  stop  by  here,  so  I  got  up  a  little 
earlier  and  finished  some  of  my  work  at  the 
White  House  a  little  quicker,  and  decided 
that  I  would  drop  by  at  Dover  and  Wilming- 
ton, and  primarily  say  "hello"  and  thank 
each  and  every  one  of  you  for  how  good  you 
have  been.  You  have  been  good,  you  have 
been  friendly,  you  have  been  kind,  and  you 
have  been  very  helpful  to  me  in  the  ii 
months  that  I  have  been  President. 

First  of  all,  Harris  McDowell  over  here, 
your  Congressman,  is  one  of  the  few  Con- 
gressmen in  the  Nation  that  has  stood  there 
and  helped  me  pass  a  program  for  all  the 


people,  a  program  that  in  my  judgment  will 
help  us  to  avert  war,  and  a  program  that  in 
my  judgment  will  help  us  to  maintain  pros- 
perity. So  first  of  all,  I  want  to  thank  you 
for  sending  Harris  McDowell  to  the  House 
of  Representatives,  and  I  hope  you  will  send 
him  back  with  a  wonderful  majority. 

I  have  known  Bert  Carvel  for  a  good 
many  years.  He  is  as  solid  as  the  granite 
that  comes  in  our  country.  He  is  as  friendly 
as  any  man  can  be.  He  believes  in  your 
State  and  he  works  hard  for  it.  He  has 
come  to  Washington  several  times  on  behalf 
of  the  people  of  Delaware.  We  need  him 
in  the  Senate.  We  need  him  to  help  with 
our  Democratic  program  of  peace  in  the 
world  and  prosperity  for  all  the  people  here 
at  home.  We  hope  that  you  will  send  Bert 
Carvel  to  Washington  to  help  us  as  a  Demo- 
cratic  Senator. 

Judge  Terry  is  your  candidate  for  Gov- 
ernor. You  have  a  Democratic  Governor. 
A  majority  of  the  States  have  Democratic 
Governors.  We  are  going  to  have,  I  think, 
more  than  70  Democratic  Senators  in  the 
next  Senate.  We  are  going  to  have  a  large 
majority  in  the  House  of  Representatives. 
We  are  going  to  have  a  large  majority  of 
Governors  in  the  States.  So  with  the  Gov- 
ernors working  with  the  Congress,  working 
with  the  President,  we  can  make  a  real  team 
to  move  this  country  forward.  And  I  think 
Delaware  wants  to  move  with  the  country. 

We  all  have  our  private  catalog  of  grudges. 
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Right  at  the  top  of  my  list  is  waste,  w-a-s-t-e. 
More  and  more  I  think  we  will  get  the  right 
answers  to  most  of  the  questions  that  we  face 
in  this  country  if  we  in  Government  will  de- 
clare a  war  on  waste.  I  mean  waste  in  all 
of  its  forms,  and  I  am  going  to  discuss  them 
briefly  for  you  because  mine  is  not  a  cam- 
paign of  personalities,  mine  is  not  a  cam- 
paign of  mudslinging,  mine  is  not  a 
campaign  of  charging  my  opponent  with 
anything.  I  am  not  going  to  do  any  muck- 
raking and  name-calling. 

We  should  deal  with  waste  in  all  of  its 
forms.  A  depression — and  there  are  some 
of  you  out  there  that  are  old  enough  to  re- 
member the  last  one — brings  tragic  waste, 
economic  and  human  waste. 

The  great  depression  30  years  ago  cost  this 
country,  it  is  estimated,  $600  billion.  The 
three  recessions  that  we  had  in  the  1950's 
cost  this  country  $70  billion,  and  10  billion 
man-hours  of  productive  labor.  I  think  that 
is  why  we  should  keep  our  economy  from 
going  into  periodic  booms  and  busts  and  that 
is  a  major  campaign  front,  the  war  on  waste. 

For  Presidents  and  governments,  as  for  all 
others,  economy  should  begin  at  home.  As 
a  child,  when  I  was  growing  up  in  a  land 
where  almost  everything  seemed  to  be  in 
short  supply,  I  learned  some  habits  of  thrift 
that  are  deeply  imbedded  in  me.  One  of  my 
first  actions  as  President  was  to  personally 
review  the  1965  budget  that  was  going  to 
Congress.  The  result  was  that  this  budget 
became  the  second  in  9  years  that  called  for  a 
reduction  instead  of  an  increase  in  Federal 
expenditures. 

I  need  some  help  on  that  work.  I  need  a 
good  Congressman  like  Harris  McDowell. 
I  need  a  good,  solid,  economy-minded  Sena- 
tor like  Bert  Carvel.  I  hope  that  you  will 
help  me  send  them  there. 

In  these  past  11  months,  since  President 


Kennedy  was  assassinated,  and  since  I  as- 
sumed the  office  of  President,  we  have  made 
economy  the  first  order  of  business  in  every 
department  of  the  Government.  We  can't 
earn  a  penny  in  the  Government,  but  we  can 
save  billions  of  dollars.    And  we  have. 

Last  year.  Secretary  McNamara's  cost  re- 
duction program  in  the  Defense  Department 
alone  saved  the  taxpayer  $2,800  million,  and 
some  of  it  was  saved  right  out  here  at  your 
Dover  Air  Force  Base.  I  know  you  are  inter- 
ested in  that  base,  but  I  know  you  are  also 
interested  in  saving  all  the  money  that 
you  can. 

The  Government  owes  the  people  the  very 
best  management  of  the  people's  business. 
I  am  proud  to  be  able  to  tell  you  that  the 
money  that  you  are  giving  us  to  pay  for  our 
national  defense  is  being  spent  wisely  and 
is  being  spent  prudendy.  I  have  insisted  that 
all  Government  agencies  step  up  their  ef- 
forts to  increase  efficiency  and  reduce  both 
employment  and  cost. 

For  instance,  this  last  July  we  had  25,000 
less  Federal  employees  on  the  Federal  pay- 
roll than  we  did  July  a  year  ago.  We  had 
reduced  the  amount  by  25,000.  Don't  you 
think  that  is  a  good  start?  In  another  in- 
stance, I  urged  all  agencies  to  cut  out  all  un- 
necessary publications.  First  we  eliminated 
521  publications  right  off  the  bat.  Then  we 
canceled  133  that  were  proposed  to  be  pub- 
lished. We  effected,  in  addition,  over  50 
consolidations.  We  saved  $2,796,640  by  that 
act  alone. 

Management  improvements  and  cost  re- 
ductions in  the  nondefense  agencies  have 
yielded  savings  on  an  annual  basis  that 
amount  to  over  $400  million  per  year.  My 
special  task  force  made  up  of  able  men  that 
I  called  in  and  set  up  for  this  particular  pur- 
pose has  now  recommended  that  we  now  put 
into  efJect  an  organized,  formal  cost-reduc- 
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tion  program  on  a  long-range  basis  in  every 
single  department  and  agency  in  the  Gov- 
ernment. And  I  am  going  to  take  their 
recommendations  and  we  are  going  to  do 
it.    If  you  v^ill  help  me,  we  will  get  results. 

This  means  that  each  department  and 
agency  will  adopt  the  same  kind  of  program 
that  the  Department  of  Defense  has  adopted. 
I  have  called  upon  every  Federal  employee  at 
every  level,  and  particularly  on  their  super- 
visors, to  make  cost  reduction  a  personal  goal, 
and  to  redouble  their  efforts  to  identify  and 
to  achieve  savings  through  more  efficient  con- 
duct of  Government  activities. 

Spending  by  the  Federal  Government  in 
and  of  itself  is  neither  bad  nor  good.  It  can 
be  bad  when  it  involves  overstaffing  or  dupli- 
cation, or  poor  management,  or  the  Govern- 
ment getting  into  areas  where  it  doesn't  be- 
long. It  can  be  good  when  it  is  put  to  work 
efficiendy  in  the  interest  of  our  national 
strength  and  our  economic  progress,  and  our 
human  compassion. 

When  budgetary  restraint  leads  the  Gov- 
ernment to  turn  its  back  on  new  needs  and 
new  problems,  economy  becomes  but  another 
word  for  stagnation.  But  when  vigorous 
pruning  of  old  programs  and  procedures  re- 
leases the  funds  so  that  we  can  have  new 
opportunities,  economy  becomes  the  com- 
panion of  progress. 

I  want  to  say  this  finally:  The  most  awful 
waste  of  all  waste  is  war.  We  believe  in 
economy,  but  the  falsest  economy  would  be 
military  weakness.  I  would  not  approve  or 
I  would  not  permit  a  cut  in  our  defense 
budget  of  a  single  dollar  or  a  billion  dollars 
if  it  meant  increasing  the  risk  to  one  single 
boy's  life.  We  will  not  be  pennywise  and 
peace  foolish. 

I  pledge  a  war  on  waste — waste.  And  I 
ask  you  to  help  me  to  fight  that  war. 

My  higher  pledge  is  to  exercise  the  highest 


responsibility  a  President  bears  to  do  all 
within  my  power  to  prevent  the  incon- 
ceivable, the  unmeasurable,  the  inhuman 
waste  of  war. 

It  was  just  a  little  over  11  months  ago,  11 
months  and  i  week  ago,  when  we  had  that 
terrible  tragedy  that  took  our  President  from 
us  and  I  was  called  upon  to  assume  the  awe- 
some responsibilities  that  I  now  bear.  When 
I  walked  into  that  airplane  with  the  jet 
motors  roaring  in  the  background,  and  took 
my  oath  of  office,  I  said  to  you  people  that 
with  God's  help  and  your  help,  and  your 
prayers,  I  would  do  my  best. 

Since  that  time,  values  on  the  stock  market 
are  up  over  $100  billion. 

Since  that  time,  more  than  a  million  extra 
people  are  at  work. 

Since  that  time,  the  corporations  are  mak- 
ing $12  billion  more  after  taxes. 

Since  that  time,  the  workers  are  making 
$60  billion  a  year  more  after  taxes. 

Since  that  time,  we  have  had  problems  in 
Panama  and  problems  in  Guantanamo, 
problems  in  Brazil  and  Chile,  problems  in 
Turkey  and  Viet-Nam. 

And  we  have  tried  to  stand  up  with  firm- 
ness and  with  prudence,  with  strength  and 
with  restraint.  And  with  your  help,  I  think 
the  United  States  has  made  good  progress. 

It  was  just  2  years  ago  this  month  that  we 
were  confronted  with  another  serious  crisis. 
It  is  just  going  to  be  a  few  days  until  you 
are  confronted  with  the  most  critical  de- 
cision that  you  may  ever  be  called  on  to 
make.  Two  years  ago  Mr.  Khrushchev 
moved  his  missiles  into  Cuba. 

President  Kennedy  called  the  Security 
Council,  of  which  I  was  a  member,  as  Vice 
President,  together.  He  called  in  all  the 
generals  with  the  stars  on  their  shoulders, 
the  experts  that  had  graduated  at  West  Point 
with  honors,  and  the  ablest  men  we  had. 
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He  called  in  the  Navy  men  with  the  gold  on 
their  sleeves,  the  Chief  of  Naval  Operations, 
the  Secretary,  the  ablest  men  v^e  had.  To 
his  right  sat  the  Rhodes  scholar,  the  great 
Secretary  of  State.  To  his  left  sat  the  Sec- 
retary of  Defense,  who  had  left  the  Ford 
Motor  Co.  at  a  half  million  a  year  to  take 
a  $25,000  job  to  try  to  help  his  country. 

We  had  38  meetings.  During  all  that 
time  there  were  clamor,  editorials,  argu- 
ments, cool  heads,  hot  heads,  and  some  were 
saying,  "Send  in  the  Marines,"  and  some 
were  saying,  "Drop  the  bomb,"  and  all  kinds 
of  advice  that  was  free  was  being  received. 

President  Kennedy  began  his  preparation. 
He  put  his  planes  in  the  air  loaded  with  their 
bombs.  He  had  strategic  movements  of  the 
entire  Naval  fleet.  He  put  everybody  in 
the  Nation  on  an  alert.  But  he  was  cautious 
and  he  was  careful  and  he  was  never  reck- 
less. 

The  coolest  man  that  I  saw  in  that  room 
during  those  38  meetings  was  John  Fitz- 
gerald Kennedy,  your  President  of  the 
United  States. 

Mr.  Khrushchev  and  Mr.  Kennedy  came 
eyeball  to  eyeball.  Each  had  a  knife  in 
each  other's  ribs.  Neither  quivered.  But 
neither  rattled  their  rockets  or  bluffed  with 
their  bombs,  or  shot  from  the  hip,  because 
if  they  had,  we  could  have  wiped  out  300 
million  in  a  matter  of  moments. 

I  never  left  Lady  Bird  a  single  morning 
when  I  knew  whether  I  would  be  back  home 
that  night  or  not,  or  whether  she  would  be 
there  to  greet  me. 

That  is  the  kind  of  a  world  that  we  are 
living  in.  You  don't  create  those  conditions, 
but  under  our  democratic  system,  Thomas 
Jefferson  said  that  the  judgment  of  the  many 
is  to  be  preferred  to  the  decision  of  the  few. 
You  must  be  the  judge  and  you  must  select 
the  man  whose  thumb  you  want  to  press 
that  atomic  button.    You  must  select  the 


man  next  Tuesday  that  you  want  when  that 
"hot  line"  rings  and  that  telephone  jingles, 
and  they  say,  "Moscow  is  calling,"  you  want 
to  select  the  man  that  you  want  to  answer 
that  phone. 

So  you  are  going  to  have  to  do  some  pretty 
heavy  thinking  between  now  and  next  Tues- 
day. I  am  not  up  here  to  say  anything 
about  my  opponent  or  to  say  anything  about 
his  party,  or  to  say  anything  about  any  of 
the  people  in  his  party.  I  primarily  stopped 
off  here  on  my  way  to  New  York  to  say 
"howdy,"  to  say  thank  you  to  you  good  peo- 
ple that  have  been  my  friends  ever  since  I 
went  to  the  Senate. 

I  have  been  here  in  Dover  before.  I  have 
heard  from  a  good  many  of  you  by  letter. 
I  know  you  have  one  of  our  great  defense 
installations  out  here  that  I  am  interested 
in.  But  I  do  ask  you,  as  I  would  ask  you  if 
we  were  at  war  and  you  had  to  carry  your 
boy  down  to  the  railroad  station  to  see  him 
put  a  khaki  uniform  on  to  go  to  boot  camp, 
I  ask  you  to  spend  a  lot  of  time  thinking 
between  now  and  next  Tuesday. 

The  first  thing  you  do  Tuesday  morning 
is  get  up  and  go  and  exercise  the  privilege 
that  so  many  people  in  the  world  don't 
have — a  private,  a  secret  ballot.  The  citi- 
zens all  over  America  will  be  doing  the 
same  thing.  There  will  be  75  million  of 
them. 

I  believe  that  it  will  be  true,  what  Jefferson 
said,  that  the  judgment  of  the  many  is  better 
than  the  decision  of  the  few.  We  saw  the 
mistake  that  Hider  made  when  he  was  the 
only  one  to  make  the  decisions.  We  saw 
the  mistakes  that  Khrushchev  made  when 
he  was  the  only  one  to  make  the  decision. 
You  must  make  the  decision  on  who  you 
want  to  lead  you. 

If  you  want  me  to  lead  you,  I  will  do  what 
I  told  you  when  I  took  this  oath  11  months 
ago.    I  don't  want  to  lead  you  because  you 
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owe  me  something.  You  have  done  every- 
thing for  me  that  people  can  do.  I  served 
12  years  in  the  House,  12  years  in  the  Sen- 
ate, 8  years  as  leader.  Democratic  minority 
leader.  Democratic  majority  leader  with 
President  Eisenhower,  and  Vice  President 
for  3!^  years,  and  now  President  for  11 
months. 

So  that  is  not  the  question.  You  are  not 
going  to  vote  for  that  next  Tuesday.  You 
are  going  to  vote  for  your  family,  for  your 
wife,  for  your  children,  for  your  sons. 

You  are  going  to  have  to  vote  for  what 
kind  of  an  economy  you  have,  whether  you 
have  a  booming  economy,  prosperity,  with 
people  at  work;  whether  you  continue  your 
social  security  and  don't  make  it  voluntary; 
whether  you  try  to  have  some  of  the  good 
things  of  life  that  you  are  having  now;  or 
whether  you  want  to  turn  around  and  go 
backwards;  whether  you  continue  to  have 
a  bipartisan  foreign  policy,  like  Arthur  Van- 
denberg,  the  Republican,  worked  out  with 
President  Truman,  to  stop  the  Communists 
in  Greece  and  Turkey;  like  I  worked  out 
with  President  Eisenhower  and  followed 
him  in  the  Formosa  Strait  and  the  Suez  cri- 
sis; like  Senator  Dirksen  worked  out  with 
President  Kennedy  in  the  test  ban  treaty. 

That  is  what  you  have  to  decide.  I  am  not 
going  to  try  to  tell  you  what  your  decision 
must  be.  But  I  am  going  to  say  this:  if 
you  want  me  to  have  that  responsibility,  you 
can  say  so.  If  you  want  to  turn  me  out  and 
not  give  me  a  first  term,  and  just  let  me  serve 
out  the  II  months,  that  is  your  privilege. 

But  if  you  do  want  me  to  continue,  then 
send  me  people  who  will  work  with  me  and 
who  will  help  me,  and  who  will  join  me  and 
put  our  shoulders  to  the  wheel. 

Let's  don't  divide  this  country.  Let's  unite 
this  country.  Let's  you  all  get  behind  us  and 
let's  try  to  find  some  way  besides  threaten- 


ing people.  Let's  try  to  love  instead  of  hate. 
Let's  try  to  have  faith  instead  of  fear. 

Let's  don't  try  to  threaten  people  by  ulti- 
matum and  tell  them  what  we  will  do  with 
our  bombs.  Let's  try  to  reason  out  with 
them  some  way  to  avoid  war,  like  the  "hot 
line,"  like  the  agreement  in  space,  like  the 
nuclear  test  ban  treaty  that  President  Ken- 
nedy worked  out.  All  of  these  are  small 
steps,  but  they  are  steps  that  can  save  you 
and  make  it  possible  for  us  to  survive. 

So  when  you  go  into  that  ballot  box,  take 
that  lever  and  pull  it  all  the  way  down  and 
vote  the  Democratic  ticket  straight.  Don't 
go  in  there  and  start  messing  here  and  here 
and  here,  and  get  your  ballot  all  mixed  up, 
where  you  don't  know  yourself  how  you 
voted  and  they  can't  count  and  they  throw 
it  out.  Just  go  in  there  and  say,  "We  are 
going  to  do  what  we  think  is  best  for  our 
country." 

If  you  think  it  is  best  for  your  country  to 
vote  for  the  other  nominee,  Mr.  Goldwater, 
then  pick  that  ballot  and  the  people  running 
with  him  and  vote  that  ticket  so  he  will  have 
support  and  men  that  will  try  to  help  him 
in  running  the  Government. 

But  if  you  want  your  President  to  continue 
as  he  told  you  11  months  ago,  with  your 
prayers,  with  your  help,  to  do  the  very  best 
he  can  do,  then  take  that  lever  and  pull  her 
straight. 

And  I  want  to  tell  you  this:  I  am  going 
to  be  down  home  at  my  litde  farm  waiting  to 
hear  from  this  little  State,  and  I  hope  that 
somebody  calls  me  and  tells  me  that  all  these 
thousands  of  people  that  I  saw  out  here  in 
this  beautiful  sunshine  on  Saturday  morn- 
ing, that  I  dropped  by  to  see  on  my  way  to 
New  York,  that  they  kept  the  faith,  that  they 
cast  their  vote,  and  Delaware  went  Demo- 
cratic. 

Thank  you. 
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note:  The  President  spoke  at  noon  on  the  steps  of 
the  Old  State  House  in  Dover,  Del.  In  his  opening 
words  he  referred  to  Governor  Elbert  N.  Carvel, 
Democratic  candidate  for  Senator,  Charles  L.  Terry, 
Jr.,  Democratic  candidate  for  Governor  and  former 


State  Chief  Justice,  and  Representative  Harris  B. 
McDowell,  Jr.,  all  of  Delaware. 

The  text  of  remarks  of  Mrs.  Johnson,  who  spoke 
briefly,  was  also  released. 


750    Remarks  at  an  Airport  Rally  in  Wilmington,  Delaware. 
October  31,  1964 


I  HOPE  you  want  me  that  much  next  Tues- 
day morning! 

We  are  going  up  to  New  York  and  New 
Jersey,  and  we  are  going  to  record  a  program 
with  some  of  the  outstanding  women  in 
the  United  States,  Mrs.  Oveta  Gulp  Hobby, 
who  was  Secretary  of  Health,  Education,  and 
Welfare  in  Mr.  Eisenhower's  Cabinet;  Mrs. 
Patricia  Harris;  Mrs.  Clark  Kerr,  the  wife 
of  the  president  of  the  University  of  Cali- 
fornia, and  other  very  talented  ladies.  We 
will  spend  most  of  our  afternoon  working 
there  and  then  this  evening  we  will  have  a 
big  rally  at  Madison  Square  Garden. 

But  I  didn't  want  to  pass  over  the  State 
of  Delaware  and,  just  because  they  had  al- 
ways been  so  good  to  me  and  to  my  family, 
let  them  think  that  in  the  closing  days  of  the 
campaign  that  I  had  been  in  43  States  and  I 
was  just  going  to  take  them  for  granted,  be- 
cause I  don't  know  whether  you  are  going 
to  vote  for  me  or  not — ^but  I  sure  hope  you  do. 

I  think  the  American  people  are  taking 
this  election  very  seriously,  and  you  boys  and 
girls,  I  have  a  little  special  message  for  you, 
and  I  am  going  to  put  you  to  work  before 
this  day  is  over  with. 

The  American  people  have,  this  year,  reg- 
istered in  record  numbers,  and  in  the  States 
that  I  have  been  in,  and  this  is  44  of  them,  I 
have  never  seen  as  many  people  come  and 
make  a  sacrifice  to  leave  their  work  or  their 
home  to  listen  eagerly  and  earnestly  to  a 
candidate  talk  and  try  to  make  up  their 
minds  what  was  right  and  what  they  ought 
to  do. 


The  people  are  listening  closely,  and  they 
are  listening  critically.  They  are  doing  this, 
I  think,  because  they  are  deeply  concerned 
with  the  leadership  of  their  country,  and  they 
are  deeply  concerned  with  the  outcome  of 
November  3d. 

They  are  right  to  be  deeply  concerned  be- 
cause many  elections  have  come  and  gone 
without  raising  any  question  about  the  basic 
structure  of  American  Ufe.  But  this  year, 
this  time,  you  face  a  very  fundamental  de- 
cision. For  the  last  30  years  practically  all 
of  us.  Democrats  and  Republicans  alike,  have 
gotten  together  and  agreed  on  the  general 
direction  in  which  we  wanted  our  country 
to  go,  and  we  have  agreed  on  the  policies 
of  strength  and  peace,  prosperity.  And  some 
of  the  leaders  in  the  peace  movement  are 
leading  Republicans,  men  like  Senator 
Arthur  Vandenberg,  men  like  my  old  friend 
Doc  Eaton,  over  in  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives; men  like  Jim  Wads  worth,  a  great  Re- 
publican who  did  more  to  make  this  Nation 
strong  than  almost  any  Democrat;  men  like 
Senator  Hickenlooper  now;  men  like  Senator 
Everett  Dirksen. 

I  have  worked — I  saw  Senator  Vanden- 
berg. I  served  on  the  same  committee  with 
him,  the  Atomic  Energy  Committee,  and  I 
saw  him  work  every  day  and  you  couldn't 
tell  whether  he  was  a  Democrat  or  a  Republi- 
can. He  was  an  American  first  and  he  did 
what  was  best  for  his  country. 

Then  when  President  Eisenhower  came 
in,  he  was  a  Republican  President  for  8  years, 
but  the  Democrats  controlled  the  Senate  6 
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of  those  8  years,  and  I  worked  with  him  in 
the  Strait  of  Formosa  and  in  the  Suez  crisis, 
and  in  Dien  Bien  Phu  and  other  places,  and 
we  tried  to  put  our  country  first  and  our 
party  second. 

But  today,  now,  this  year,  a  very  small 
group  of  men  declare  that  these  policies  are 
wrong,  this  bipartisan  foreign  policy  we  have 
been  following  ought  to  go  out  the  window. 
They  want  to  veto  the  programs  that  we 
have  worked  out  together.  They  want  to 
turn  and  change  course  and  go  in  another 
direction.  They  want  to  do  it  in  foreign 
policy  and  they  want  to  do  it  in  domestic 
policy. 

I  think  their  meaning  is  clear.  I  don't 
criticize  them  for  it.  You  can't  find  one 
ugly  word  that  I  am  going  to  say  here  in 
this  State  today  about  anybody,  whether  he 
agrees  with  me  or  disagrees  with  me.  I 
am  going  to  try  to  talk  about  the  issues,  not 
the  personalities.  But  I  do  think  these  peo- 
ple want  to  turn  back,  they  want  to  return  to 
what  they  believe  were  "the  good  old  days." 

But  those  days,  as  I  remember  them,  were 
not  very  good.  I  grew  up  in  the  middle  of 
some  of  them,  in  the  thirties,  and  I  think 
some  of  you  did. 

America  is  just  not  going  to  repeal  all 
that  we  have  done  under  the  administra- 
tions of  Franklin  Roosevelt,  Harry  Tru- 
man, Dwight  Eisenhower,  and  John  Fitz- 
gerald Kennedy. 

Let's  just  visit  here  a  little  bit  on  this  Sat- 
urday afternoon.  We  are  not  in  any  hurry. 
Let's  go  back  for  a  minute  to  October  1929. 
That  was  35  years  ago  last  Thursday,  Oc- 
tober 29,  1929,  35  years  ago  last  Thursday. 

At  the  New  York  Stock  Exchange, 
scrambling  and  yelling  traders  radically 
dumped  16,410,000  shares  of  stock.  Shordy 
after  that,  unemployment  started  rocketing 
toward  the  13  million  mark  and  the  price 
of  corn  started  sinking  toward  30  cents. 


Two  years  later,  a  Chicago  newspaper  re- 
ported "men,  women,  and  children  are  dig- 
ging in  the  garbage  dump.  They  are  grab- 
bing bits  of  food  and  vegetables." 

I  personally,  in  1935,  ^^w  little  Mexican 
children  go  into  the  garbage  cans  in  San 
Antonio,  Tex.,  in  the  back  of  cafeterias,  and 
take  grapefruit  rinds  that  had  been  dis- 
carded from  the  tables  at  breakfast  that 
morning  and  take  those  grapefruit  rinds  out 
and  hull  them  with  their  teeth  to  get  some- 
thing to  eat.    The  poor  were  everywhere. 

That  is  what  they  talk  about  as  "the  good 
old  days." 

The  Americans  of  30  years  ago  were  just 
as  able  as  we  are,  and  I  think  they  were  just 
as  hardworking  and  just  as  honest  as  we  are. 
They  loved  their  country  just  as  much  as  you 
do,  but  they  had  not  yet  learned  that  the 
20th  century  requires  a  partnership  of  busi- 
ness and  labor  and  farmers  and  consumers 
and  Government. 

Now,  we  want  peace  in  the  world,  we 
want  nations  to  get  along  with  each  other. 
We  don't  want  to  be  dropping  atomic  bombs 
around  and  killing  people.  But  we  ought 
to  also  want  peace  at  home.  It  is  not  nec- 
essary, to  have  good  times  for  yourself,  for 
the  corporations  you  work  for  to  have  bad 
times.  The  bigger  the  profits  and  the  better 
the  company  that  you  work  for  does,  the 
more  they  can  do  for  you;  and  the  better  that 
you  do  and  the  stronger  you  are,  the  better 
you  feel  and  the  healthier  you  are,  the  more 
likely  you  are  to  get  into  a  trot,  the  better  you 
can  do  for  them. 

If  you  can  get  the  businessman,  the  big 
company,  the  big  corporation,  and  the  peo- 
ple that  work  for  them,  if  you  can  get  them 
to  understand  that  what  is  good  for  one  of 
them  is  good  for  the  other,  and  we  can  have 
understanding  instead  of  harassment — ^and 
I  am  just  foolish  enough  to  think  that  some- 
how or  other  we  can  do  that,  and  I  have  been 
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promoting  it  for  11  months,  I  have  been 
bringing  them  in  and  talking  to  them. 

If  business  puts  everything  that  it  has 
and  all  it  can  muster  into  the  pot,  and  you 
put,  as  workers,  everything  you  have  into 
that  pot,  and  then  you  take  a  spoon  and  scoop 
it  up  and  make  a  big  pie  out  of  it,  the  bigger 
that  pie  is  the  more  you  will  get  and  the 
more  they  get  if  we  divide  it  reasonably 
equitably. 

I  will  tell  you  something  else  that  is  im- 
portant: After  business  gets  a  return  on 
their  investment  and  their  machinery  and 
their  management,  and  the  worker  gets  a  re- 
turn on  his  sweat  and  what  he  did  all  day 
long,  then  Uncle  Sam,  the  Government,  I 
come  in  and  I  take  my  knife,  and  the  bigger 
that  pie  is  the  more  I  get  for  the  Govern- 
ment because  I  get  52  percent  of  all  that 
is  left. 

So  it  just  seems  to  me  that  it  is  good  sense 
for  all  of  us  to  try  to  have  peace  at  home 
and  try  to  get  along.  That  is  why  you  don't 
hear  me  talking  about  economic  royalists, 
big  business,  big  labor,  racketeers,  profit- 
makers,  and  things  like  that. 

We  have  laws  that  determine  what  is 
equitable  and  what  is  just,  and  we  follow 
those  laws.  The  laws  will  be  just.  There 
are  some  people  who  don't  want  to  follow 
the  laws,  but  the  laws,  in  the  end,  will  be 
just.  If  we  will  follow  those,  and  try  to  all 
work  together,  in  the  end  we  will  have  peace 
at  home. 

Now,  that  is  what  we  are  trying  to  do  in 
the  world,  too.  We  had  a  little  problem  right 
after  I  came  in  down  at  Guantanamo.  Mr. 
Castro — ^that  bearded  fellow — came  out 
there  one  morning  and  decided  to  cut  our 
water  off,  and  wouldn't  let  our  servicemen 
have  water  at  the  base.  We  were  contracting 
with  him  to  buy  water.  And  then  every- 
thing went  up.  We  have  hotheads  every- 
where, you  know,  and  smart  alecks,  and  folks 


that  have  ideas.  So  they  immediately  started 
giving  suggestions,  and  we  got  a  lot  of  them. 
But  we  decided  that  we  ought  to  move  one 
of  our  plants  from  California  and  make  our 
own  water  and  quit  paying  Mr.  Castro  for 
it,  let  him  take  his  outfit  and  go  on  home. 

We  have  had  a  good  many  illustrations 
like  that,  and  that  is  the  partnership,  I  think, 
that  has  created  our  great  system  of  Govern- 
ment. We  have,  by  our  economic  system, 
dispelled  fear  of  disasters  like  the  depression 
of  1929.  For  44  months  now,  we  have  had 
prosperity.  The  profits  of  that  partnership 
that  I  talked  to  you  about  are  written  in  the 
record. 

Do  you  know  that  this  year  the  companies 
are  making  $12  billion  more  after  taxes 
than  they  did  last  year?  Do  you  know  the 
workers  are  making  $60  billion  more  after 
taxes  than  they  did  last  year? 

In  the  1920's  only  four  families  in  ten  had 
incomes  that  were  sufficient  to  cover  the  real 
necessities.  Now  we  have  that  figure  up 
to  eight  out  of  ten,  from  four  out  of  ten  to 
eight  out  of  ten.    That  is  real  progress. 

What  I  want  to  ask  you  to  do — and  that 
is  one  reason  I  stopped  off  here  in  Wilming- 
ton— ^is  we  have  it  from  four  out  of  ten 
families  having  enough  to  have  all  the  neces- 
sities— and  that  was  a  few  years  ago — and 
now  we  have  it  to  eight  out  of  ten.  We 
have  improved  it — and  you  will  admit  that 
things  have  improved  the  last  few  years. 
Now  what  we  want  is  not  eight  out  of  ten, 
but  we  want  it  to  be  ten  out  of  ten. 

The  average  fellow  that  works,  his  real 
wage  in  terms  of  what  it  will  buy  has  more 
than  doubled.  There  were  about  2!^  mil- 
lion small  businesses  then.  Today  there  are 
^Yz  million.  That  is  almost  twice  as  many, 
large  or  small.  They  were  failing  then  at 
about  twice  their  present  rate.  I  don't  think 
we  ought  to  turn  that  back. 

We  don't  all  agree  about  the  details  of 
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how  we  should  go  forward.  We  know  we 
have  some  differences  among  ourselves  on 
how  to  work  them  out.  We  recognize  the 
duty,  when  this  election  is  over,  to  take  a 
count  of  the  honorable  differences  of  rea- 
sonable men  and  call  them  in  and  try  to  get 
an  agreement.  But  this  election  will  have 
settled  this,  and  this  is  one  thing  I  want  you 
to  help  me  settle  in  this  election.  I  am  going 
to  wait  and  hear  what  you  do  in  Wilmington 
next  Tuesday. 

I  want  you  to  say  loud  and  clear  that  Wil- 
mington is  not  in  favor  of  turning  back.  I 
want  you  to  say  in  language  that  even  a 
fellow  with  an  earphone  can  understand: 
America  doesn't  want  to  run  in  reverse. 
More  than  that,  we  have  found  a  new  sense 
of  what  we  can  do,  and  that  we  can  do  more 
than  we  ever  realized  we  could  do.  We  see 
more  clearly  now.    We  look  ahead  further. 

We  can  see  an  abundant  America  where 
science  and  technology  have  been  fully 
harnessed  to  the  needs  of  all  our  people. 
We  see  a  skilled  America  in  which  every 
child  knows  the  richness  of  learning  and  is 
prepared  to  the  limit  of  his  capacity.  We 
can  see  over  there  an  America  where  our 
cities  are  not  a  problem,  but  a  glory,  and 
where  from  sea  to  shining  sea  the  works 
of  man  blend  with  the  beauties  of  nature. 

We  can  see  a  compassionate  America, 
where  no  one  is  ill  without  hospital  care, 
medicare,  and  no  one  is  in  trouble  without 
help.  We  can  see  a  lively  America  where 
the  lamps  of  variety  are  lit  in  every  home 
and  that  knows  all  the  wondrous  world  of 
good  books  and  the  arts. 

We  see  these  things  not  a  hundred  years 
away,  but  we  see  them  within  our  reach, 
in  this  period  of  the  American  breakthrough. 
So  let  the  old  days  lie  dead  and  buried.  We 
are  ready  to  move  on  to  that  America  that 
we  can  vision  and  that  we  can  see.  We  must 
keep  our  eyes  in  the  stars  and  our  feet  on  the 


ground.  We  must  be  progressive,  but  we 
must  be  prudent.  We  must  be  conservative 
and  careful  and  cautious  and  not  reckless,  but 
we  don't  have  to  be  right-wing  reactionaries. 

So  I  think  that  is  the  kind  of  an  America 
you  want.    Isn't  it? 

The  Soviet  Union  last  week  changed  its 
leaders.  We  don't  know  what  that  means 
for  America.  Mr.  Khrushchev  is  no  longer 
in  charge.  We  don't  know  what  it  means. 
But  Mr.  Khrushchev  sat  there  2  years  ago 
with  Mr.  Kennedy,  our  President,  and  they 
were  eyeball  to  eyeball,  and  I  sat  in  those 
meetings,  38  meetings,  when  the  National 
Security  Council  met  and  those  missiles  were 
pointed  towards  us,  90  miles  off  our  shores 
in  Cuba. 

I  never  left  home  a  single  morning  when 
I  knew  I  was  coming  back  that  night.  I 
didn't  know  what  would  happen  that  day. 

I  saw  the  Army  generals  come  in  with  all 
their  stars  and  the  Navy  men  with  all  their 
braid,  and  the  Secretary  of  State,  a  great 
Rhodes  scholar,  the  Secretary  of  Defense — 
the  president  of  Ford  Motor  Co.  at  a  half- 
million  a  year — all  the  men  with  the  big 
brains,  and  they  all  tried  to  figure  out  what 
to  do.  Any  fool  could  have  put  his  thumb 
on  the  button  and  turned  on  the  atomic 
bomb.  Anyone  could  have  started  a  war 
right  quick. 

We  have  an  old  saying  in  Texas — you 
may  not  have  ever  heard  it:  "Any  jackass 
can  kick  a  barn  down,  but  it  takes  a  good 
carpenter  to  build  one."  So  we  want  to  be 
careful  and  not  kick  anything  down.  We 
want  to  be  careful  not  to  start  anything 
that  would  wipe  out  a  hundred  million 
Americans,  and  wipe  out  a  hundred  million 
Soviets.  So  we  considered  and  we  thought 
and  we  deliberated.  I  sat  there  as  Vice 
President,  I  am  proud  to  tell  you. 

As  Thomas  Jefferson  said  a  long  time  ago, 
your  third  President  and  former  Vice  Presi- 
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dent,  one  of  the  greatest  men  we  have  pro- 
duced— he  said  that  the  decision  of  the  many 
is  much  to  be  preferred  to  the  judgment  of 
the  few.  Hitler  found  out  that  when  he 
could  mash  a  button  and  make  a  decision, 
it  wasn't  always  a  wise  one.  We  found  out 
that  the  decision  of  the  many,  those  in 
Dover,  those  in  Wilmington,  those  in  New 
York,  and  those  in  Johnson  City,  Tex.,  every 
4  years  they  have  to  make  this  decision,  and 
now  you  are  going  to  have  to  make  it. 
You  made  it  in  i960,  and  the  man  that  you 
sent  into  that  room,  that  sat  at  the  head 
of  that  table,  that  watched  those  movements 
over  38  long  meetings  of  the  Security  Coun- 
cil, he  was  the  calmest  and  the  coolest  and 
the  wisest  man  in  that  room — ^John  Fitz- 
gerald Kennedy. 

So  you  are  going  to  have  to  select  the  man 
whose  thumb  will  be  close  to  that  button. 
You  are  going  to  have  to  select  the  man  who 
will  answer  that  telephone,  that  "hot  line" 
from  Moscow,  when  that  bell  starts  jingling, 
ting-a-ling-a-ling,  and  they  say,  "Moscow  is 
calling."  You  are  going  to  have  to  select 
the  President,  and  you  have  only  one 
President. 

You  are  going  to  decide  that  next  Tues- 
day, and  you  are  going  to  decide  it  not  on 
what  is  best  for  me,  because  you  have  done 
everything  in  the  world  anybody  can  do  for 
me.  You  gave  me  a  place  as  a  congressional 
secretary,  and  an  NYA  administrator,  in 
193 1,  Mr.  Hoover's  administration;  you 
made  me  a  Congressman  for  12  years;  you 
made  me  a  Senator  for  12  years,  and  you 
made  me  a  leader,  a  Democratic  leader, 
minority  leader  and  majority  leader  of  the 
United  States  Senate,  the  greatest  delibera- 
tive body  in  the  world  for  8  years;  and  then 
you  made  me  Vice  President  by  the  votes  of 
all  the  people. 

For  almost  a  year  I  have  been  your  Presi- 
dent.   You  can  turn  me  out  next  Tuesday, 


or  you  can — well,  what  you  ought  to  do  is 
search  your  own  conscience  and  summon 
all  the  sincerity  and  intelligence  at  your 
command  and  in  your  family,  and  you  ought 
to  do  what  is  best  for  your  country. 

I  would  hope  that  after  you  have  thought 
it  over  and  after  you  have  considered  both 
sides,  and  after  you  have  looked  at  what  is 
happening,  after  you  see  the  experience  rec- 
ord of  both  men,  and  after  you  have  heard 
them  all,  I  would  hope  that  you  would  reach 
up  there  and  take  that  Democratic  lever  and 
pull  it  down  all  the  way. 

Someone  down  there  in  the  ranch  country 
started  a  slogan  back  in  i960,  and  wonderful 
litde  Delaware  stayed  with  me  all  along. 
They  were  my  friends.  But  they  had  a  slo- 
gan, "All  the  way  with  LBJ." 

We  are  going  to  have  a  Democratic  Sen- 
ate. It  is  going  to  be  made  up,  in  my 
judgment,  of  about  70  men  and  women.  It 
is  going  to  be  predominantly  Democratic. 
Out  of  the  100,  I  think  we  will  have  70.  I 
think  in  the  House  of  Representatives  we 
will  have  a  majority.  I  think  you  want  to 
send  a  Democrat  to  work  with  a  Democrat, 
and  I  need  some  help. 

I  hope  that  when  you  give  consideration 
to  everything  that  you  will  look  at  the  fine, 
solid  record  that  your  good  Governor  has 
made  and  send  him  down  there  to  help  me. 
Delaware  needs  Bert  Carvel  in  the  Senate. 
He  can  work  with  the  other  Democratic 
Senators  and  with  the  President,  and  with 
the  Democrats  in  the  Cabinet,  and  he  can 
do  more  for  Delaware  than  anyone  I  know. 
I  think  the  Nation  needs  him  in  the  United 
States  Senate. 

You  have  a  wonderful  Congressman,  and 
you  don't  know  how  much  Harris  McDowell 
has  helped  me,  all  through  the  year  when  we 
had  difficult  bills  and  we  wanted  to  do  some- 
thing. We  just  didn't  want  to  talk,  talk, 
talk;  we  wanted  to  get  some  action.    We 
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passed  education  bills,  we  passed  other  good 
measures,  we  passed  a  tax  bill  that  turned 
back  f  12  billion  in  taxes.  We  cut  our  budget 
$1  billion. 

In  every  one  of  those  votes,  Harris  Mc- 
Dowell was  over  in  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, and  there  are  not  many  Congress- 
men from  Delaware — ^just  Harris  McDowell. 
But  I  will  tell  you,  so  far  as  your  President 
was  concerned,  I  went  home  many  nights 
after  midnight,  tired  and  distressed  and  de- 
pressed, but  never  on  account  of  him,  because 
Delaware  was  always  100  percent  with  me. 

They  say  there  is  a  lot  of  moral  decay  in 
the  country  and  they  say  we  can't  trust  our 
young  people  anymore,  and  we  do  have  a 
disturbance  here  and  there  and  a  riot  here 
and  there,  and  we  all  deplore  them.  A  lot  of 
it  is  on  account  of  the  families  and  a  lot  of 
it  is  because  of  the  schools,  and  a  lot  of  it 
is  on  account  of  poverty,  and  a  lot  of  it  is 
because  the  kids  play  in  the  streets.  But  in 
my  judgment,  the  children  of  today  are  mor- 
ally all  right  and  they  are  stronger  and  better. 
I  have  two  daughters,  one  of  them  is  17 
and  one  of  them  is  20,  and  I  think  they  are 
both  better  at  their  age  than  I  was,  and  I 
know  they  are  smarter  than  I  was. 

So  I  have  faith  in  you.  We  have  to  work 
at  this  problem  and  we  have  to  improve 
on  the  situation  we  have.  We  have  to  have 
not  just  some  of  you  educated;  we  have  to 
have  all  of  you  educated.  First  we  have  to 
have  a  job  for  every  man  and  woman  that 
wants  to  work  in  this  country.  That  just 
has  to  be  the  rule. 

Second,  every  boy  and  girl  born  has  to 
have  the  right  to  have  an  education  to  all 
he  or  she  can  take,  even  if  they  are  from  poor 
families  they  have  that  right,  and  we  have  to 
do  something  about  it. 

Third,  we  have  to  improve  our  social  se- 
curity system  and  we  have  to  strengthen  it. 


and  we  have  to  make  it  better.  As  the  cost 
of  living  goes  up,  we  have  to  increase  it.  We 
have  to  have  medical  care  so  that  when  they 
get  sick  and  go  in  the  hospital  they  don't 
have  to  send  for  their  daughter,  their 
brother-in-law,  their  son-in-law,  or  somebody 
to  haul  them  over  to  their  house  to  try  to 
take  care  of  them.  We  have  to  have  medical 
care  for  them  so  they  can  live  their  lives  in 
decency  and  dignity.  And  we  are  not  about 
to,  under  the  Johnson  administration,  if  I 
have  anything  to  do  with  it,  and  you  will 
decide  that  next  Tuesday,  we  are  not  about 
to  make  social  security  voluntary  and  kill  it 
that  way. 

What  can  you  do  about  it?  You  have 
Lyndon  Johnson  and  you  have  Hubert 
Humphrey,  Bert  Carvel  and  Harris  Mc- 
Dowell, and  you  have  your  candidate  for 
Governor,  all  of  these  Democrats.  Don't 
go  to  messing  around  there  and  looking  here, 
there,  and  over  yonder,  trying  to  pick  over 
everything  and  nibble  here  and  nibble  there. 
The  best  thing  to  do  is  to  just  walk  in  with 
your  chin  in  and  chest  out  and  say,  "I  be- 
lieve in  peace  and  prosperity." 

I  asked  an  old  boy  the  other  day,  I  said, 
"What  do  they  ask  you  down  here  about 
the  election?"  He  said,  "Well,  all  the  sales- 
men come  in  so  often  and  ask  me  about  the 
election  that  I  just  went  out  and  got  15  of 
these  Kennedy  half-dollars.  I  put  them  in 
my  pocket  and  every  time  a  fellow  asks  me, 
I  just  rattle  them  and  say,  *I  like  her  pretty 
well  as  she  is.' " 

So  what  you  do  is  just  reach  up  there  and 
get  that  lever  and  just  say,  "All  the  way  with 
LBJ." 

Your  mamas  and  your  papas  and  your 
grandpas,  some  of  them  are  going  to  forget 
this.  But  I  am  depending  on  you  young 
folks  who  are  going  to  have  to  fight  our  wars, 
and  who  are  going  to  have  to  defend  this 
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country,  and  who  are  going  to  get  blown 
up  if  we  have  a  nuclear  holocaust — I  am  de- 
pending on  you  to  have  enough  interest  in 
your  future  and  what  is  ahead  of  you  to  get 
up  and  prod  mama  and  papa  and  make  them 
get  up  early  and  go  vote. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  a  rally  at  the  airport 
at  Wilmington,  Del.  During  his  remarks  he  referred 
to,  among  others,  Mrs.  Oveta  Gulp  Hobby,  Secretary 


of  Health,  Education,  and  Welfare  in  President 
Eisenhower's  Cabinet  and  Director  of  the  Women's 
Army  Auxiliary  Corps  during  World  War  II,  Mrs. 
Patricia  Roberts  Harris,  of  Washington,  D.C.,  mem- 
ber, United  States-Puerto  Rico  Commission  on  the 
Status  of  Puerto  Rico,  Mrs.  Clark  Kerr,  wife  of  the 
president  of  the  University  of  California,  and  Gov- 
ernor Elbert  N.  Carvel,  Democratic  candidate  for 
Senator,  and  Representative  Harris  B.  McDowell, 
Jr.,  both  of  Delaware. 


751    Remarks  in  Madison  Square  Garden. 
October  31,  1964 


Mayor  Wagner  and  my  fellow  countrymen: 

I  heard  about  your  Htde  party  and  I  just 
thought  I  would  drop  by.  Your  welcome 
has  been  affectionate  and  warm  and  gen- 
erous, and  Lady  Bird  and  Lynda  and  Luci 
and  I  just  can't  thank  you  enough. 

I  guess  about  all  we  can  say  is  that  we  are 
very  grateful  and  may  God  grant  that  I 
never  disappoint  the  great  and  gallant  man 
who  selected  me  as  Vice  President,  John 
Fitzgerald  Kennedy,  and  that  I  never  dis- 
appoint you  or  fail  you. 

To  those  talented  people  who  produced 
and  created  this  great  show  tonight,  I  send 
my  personal  gratitude.  I  want  to  especially 
thank  Jerry  Finkelstein,  Eddie  Weisl,  Jr., 
Martin  Davis  and  his  staff,  Hy  Brown  and 
his  staff,  and  Kirk  Douglas  and  my  very  dear 
friend  Gregory  Peck,  and  Mitch  Miller, 
Tony  Bennett,  Diahann  Carroll,  Bob  Merrill, 
Connie  Francis,  Jill  St.  John,  and  all  of  the 
many  others  who  had  such  a  part  in  making 
this  such  a  delightful  evening.  Thank  you 
from  the  bottom  of  our  hearts. 

I  have  come  to  New  York  in  the  final 
hours  of  this  campaign.  I  come  to  say  to 
you  once  again  that  your  President  will  need 
your  prayers  and  your  President  will  need 
your  support,  and  your  President  will  also 
need  Democratic  Congressmen  in  the  House 


and  Bob  Kennedy  in  the  Senate. 

I  don't  have  to  tell  you  of  Bob  Kennedy's 
talents  or  his  energy  or  his  great  patriotism. 
He  has  demonstrated  this  in  ways  and  actions 
that  are  far  beyond  my  inadequate  descrip- 
tion, but  it  seems  to  me — it  seems  to  me 
that  this  great  State,  symbolizing  America 
and  its  ancestors,  ought  to  have,  and  deserves 
to  have,  at  least  one  Democratic  Senator. 

So  help  your  country,  help  your  President, 
help  your  State.  Work  hard,  vote  early,  and 
send  to  Washington  a  full  delegation  of 
Democratic  Congressmen  and  send  Bob  Ken- 
nedy to  the  Senate  where  he  can  continue  to 
work  with  Hubert  Humphrey  and  work 
with  me  for  the  people  of  New  York. 

This  is  the  last  chapter  in  a  great  tradition. 
This  is  the  last  presidential  campaign  to 
reach  its  climax  in  this  arena.  But  it  is  the 
continuation  of  another  tradition,  for  here 
we  end  a  campaign  which  will  see  the  Ameri- 
can people  choose  the  leadership  of  the 
Democratic  Party.  And  won't  that  be  a 
wonderful  day  for  all  the  country.'^ 

Four  years  ago  I  came  here  one  night  with 
John  Fitzgerald  Kennedy,  and  he  promised 
you  that  we  would  get  America  moving 
again.  We  have  fulfilled  that  pledge.  In 
fact,  this  administration  has  passed  more 
legislation,  has  made  more  progress,   has 
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fulfilled  more  promises  than  any  administra- 
tion since  the  New  Deal  of  Franklin  Delano 
Roosevelt. 

I  came  up  here  to  New  York  tonight  to 
tell  you  that  we  have  just  begun.  We  are 
going  to  keep  moving  forward.  We  are 
going  to  keep  moving  forward  with  the 
leadership  and  the  support  of  the  great 
State  of  New  York. 

The  leaders  of  New  York  have  always 
believed  in  the  future.  When  I  first  came 
into  the  White  House,  I  moved  a  desk  into 
my  office  which  had  been  used  by  one  of 
the  towering  figures  of  American  history, 
Franklin  D.  Roosevelt  of  the  State  of  New 
York.  I  was  so  happy  to  greet  his  great 
manager,  that  ever  youthful  Jim  Farley, 
who  came  up  on  the  platform  a  few  minutes 
ago. 

And  now  whenever  I  feel  that  I  have  done 
a  good  day's  work,  whenever  I  feel  that  I 
have  really  accomplished  something,  I  look 
at  that  desk  and  then  I  go  back  to  work  be- 
cause I  know  I  have  only  begun. 

Franklin  Roosevelt  once  said,  "Too  many 
who  prate  about  saving  democracy  are  really 
only  interested  in  saving  things  as  they 
were.  Democracy  should  concern  itself 
also  with  things  as  they  should  be." 

So  in  this  campaign  we  face  those  who 
are  interested  in  destroying  things  as  they 
are.  These  fellows  are  not  conservatives 
in  the  American  tradition.  They  are  just 
interested  in  tearing  down  institutions,  not 
in  preserving  them.  They  are  dedicated  to 
extreme  ideas,  not  to  old  values.  They 
advocate  aggressive  interference  with  other 
nations,  not  increased  reliance  on  others  to 
order  their  own  affairs. 

This  is  not  a  conservative  philosophy. 
This  is  not  even  a  Republican  philosophy. 
This  is  not  a  philosophy  ever  embraced  by 
any    major   American   leader.    "Conserva- 


tive" may  be  written  on  their  banner  and 
in  their  books,  but  "radical"  is  in  their 
hearts. 

We  were  promised  this  time  that  the 
American  people  would  be  offered  a  choice 
and  not  an  echo.  This  was  to  be  a  debate 
about  basic  principles. 

And  here,  tonight,  we  are  in  the  closing 
days  of  this  campaign,  and  what  do  we 
hear?  We  hear  not  philosophy,  but  mud- 
slinging;  not  ideas,  but  smears  and  scandal; 
not  programs,  but  the  old  worn-out  slogans 
of  an  old  worn-out  effort,  written  by  the 
same  old  worn-out  man  trying  to  frighten 
the  American  people. 

Well,  I  don't  think  you  are  going  to  let  it 
work.    Are  you? 

I  think  I  can  tell  you  why  they  are  doing 
it.  They  found  out  that  the  American 
people  would  overwhelmingly  reject  their 
ideas,  would  reject  their  programs.  They 
found  out  that  the  great  silent  vote  was  a 
myth.  They  discovered  that  the  revolution 
of  the  extremist  was  a  dying  ember. 

They  ran  smack  into  the  solid,  good  sense 
of  the  American  people.  They  discovered, 
as  far  as  the  American  people  are  concerned : 
extremism  in  the  pursuit  of  the  Presidency 
is  an  unpardonable  vice,  and  moderation  in 
the  affairs  of  the  Nation  is  the  highest  virtue. 

They  are  going  to  learn  their  final  lesson 
on  next  Tuesday  night. 

New  York  has  had  many  great  leaders. 
One  of  them  has  an  important  meaning  for 
this  campaign — that  great  American  Al 
Smith.  When  he  received  the  presidential 
nomination,  he  said  he  would  follow  the 
principles  of  Woodrow  Wilson:  "First,  the 
people  as  the  source,  and  their  interests  and 
desires,  as  the  text,  of  law  and  government. 
Second,  individual  liberty  as  the  objective 
of  all  law." 

Well,  today  there  are  those  who  call  upon 
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us  to  abandon  our  historic  principles  under 
the  pretense  of  pursuing  that  individual 
liberty  which  Al  Smith  prized  so  highly. 
And  yet,  time  and  time  again,  they  them- 
selves have  struck  at  the  foundation  of  our 
American  freedom. 

They  call  for  freedom  and  then  they  at- 
tack the  courts  which,  protect  that  freedom. 

They  call  for  freedom  and  they  would 
strip  away  the  rights  of  those  accused  of 
crime,  rights  developed  over  centuries  to  pro- 
tect against  arbitrary  power. 

They  call  for  freedom  and  yet  accuse  their 
opponents  of  being  soft  on  communism  or 
even  worse,  branding  as  heretics  or  traitors 
all  those  who  ever  disagree  with  them. 

They  call  for  freedom  and  they  attack  our 
religious  leaders  for  trying  to  exercise  their 
ancient  responsibility — as  clergymen  and 
citizens — to  guide  people  in  the  course  of  life. 

But  worst  of  all,  they  call  for  freedom  and 
yet  they  help  create  the  atmosphere  of  hate 
and  fear  and  suspicion  in  which  individual 
liberty  faces  its  maximum  danger. 

Well,  the  American  people  prize  their 
liberty  too  dearly.  They  have  fought  for  it 
too  hard  to  yield  it  now  to  these  attacks. 
And  somehow  I  think  that  you  are  going  to 
help  me  make  that  plain  in  a  few  days. 

We  are  going  to  take  another  course.  We 
are  going  to  work  to  enlarge  the  freedom  of 
the  American  people,  and  we  have  the  capac- 
ity to  do  that  on  a  scale  that  is  greater  than 
ever  before  in  the  history  of  man. 

Our  first  task  is  to  complete  the  work 
of  the  last  30  years.  So  we  will  work  to  give 
every  citizen  an  equal  chance  to  hold  a  job, 
to  vote,  to  educate  his  children,  to  enjoy 
all  the  blessings  of  liberty,  whatever  his  color, 
his  religion,  or  his  race. 

Will  you  stand  with  me  on  that? 

We  will  work  to  eliminate  the  conditions 
which  chain  men  to  hopeless  poverty,  and 
in  this  way  to  eliminate  poverty  in  America. 


One  hundred  years  ago  Abraham  Lincoln 
abolished  slavery.  Tonight,  the  Democratic 
Party  pledges  itself  to  abolish  poverty  in  this 
land.  We  will  work  to  protect  the  old  and 
feed  the  hungry,  and  care  for  the  helpless. 

Will  you  stand  with  me  on  that? 

But  this  is  just  the  beginning.  We  are 
rich  and  we  are  powerful,  but  that  is  not 
enough.  We  must  turn  our  wealth  and  our 
power  to  a  larger  purpose.  Even  the 
greatest  of  past  civilizations  existed  on  the 
exploitation  of  the  many.  This  Nation,  this 
people,  this  generation,  has  man's  first  op- 
portunity to  create  the  Great  Society. 

It  can  be  a  society  of  success  without 
squalor,  beauty  without  barrenness,  works 
of  genius  without  the  wretchedness  of  pov- 
erty. We  can  open  the  doors  of  learning, 
of  fruitful  labor  and  rewarding  leisure,  not 
just  to  the  privileged  few,  but  we  can  open 
them  to  everyone. 

These  goals  cannot  be  measured  by  the 
size  of  our  bank  balance.  They  can  only 
be  measured  in  the  quality  of  the  lives  that 
our  people  lead. 

Millions  of  Americans  have  achieved 
prosperity,  and  they  have  found  prosperity 
alone  is  just  not  enough.  They  need  a 
chance  to  seek  knowledge  and  to  touch 
beauty,  to  rejoice  in  achievement  and  in  the 
closeness  of  family  and  community. 

And  this  is  not  an  easy  goal. 

It  means  ensuring  the  beauty  of  our  fields 
and  our  streams  and  the  air  that  we  breathe. 

It  means  the  education  of  the  highest  qual- 
ity for  every  child  in  the  land. 

It  means  making  sure  that  machines  lib- 
erate men  instead  of  replacing  them. 

It  means  reshaping  and  rebuilding  our 
cities  to  make  them  safe  and  make  them  a 
decent  place  to  live. 

Yes,  it  means  all  these  things  and  more, 
much  more. 

I  have  already  assembled  more  than  a 
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dozen  groups,  the  best  minds  of  America, 
the  greatest  talent  that  I  could  find,  to  help 
get  the  answers  to  these  problems  that  I 
have  talked  to  you  about  tonight.  For  the 
first  time  in  man's  weary  journey  on  this 
planet,  an  entire  people  has  greatness  almost 
within  its  grasp. 

This  is  the  goal  within  our  sight.  This 
is  your  goal.  This  is  America's  goal.  This 
is  the  goal  to  which  I  pledge  that  I  will  try 
to  lead  all  of  you. 

I  have  taken  a  long  journey  from  a  ten- 
ant farm  in  West  Texas  to  this  platform  in 
Madison  Square  Garden.  I  have  seen  the 
barren  fields  of  my  youth  bloom  with  har- 
vest. I  have  seen  despairing  men  made 
whole  with  enriching  toil.  I  have  seen 
America,  my  America,  grow  and  change, 
and  I  have  seen  it  become  a  leader  among 
the  nations  of  the  world. 

In  our  early  days,  some  thought  that  the 
Mississippi  would  be  our  final  boundary. 
But  farseeing  Thomas  Jefferson  sent  his  ex- 


plorers across  the  continent  and  the  Ameri- 
can tide  rolled  after  them. 

We,  too,  stand  at  the  margin  of  decision. 
Ahead  is  the  prospect  of  a  shining  nation  of 
towering  promise.  Behind  is  a  threatening 
tide  of  change  and  growth,  of  expanding 
population  and  exploding  science.  And 
there  is  only  one  way  to  go. 

The  only  way  to  preserve  the  values  of 
the  past  is  to  meet  the  future.  The  path 
to  progress  stretches  in  front  of  us,  not 
back  along  the  way  we  came.  And  with 
the  help  of  that  Almighty  God  who  has 
guided  us  whenever  we  have  been  true  to 
Him,  that  is  the  way  that  we  are  going. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  10:45  p.m.  in  Madison 
Square  Garden  in  New  York  City.  His  opening 
words  referred  to  Mayor  Robert  F.  Wagner  of 
New  York  City.  Later  in  his  remarks  he  referred  to, 
among  others,  Robert  F.  Kennedy,  Democratic  can- 
didate for  Senator  from  New  York,  and  James  A. 
Farley,  chairman  of  the  Democratic  National  Com- 
mittee, 1 932-1 940,  and  Postmaster  General  during 
the  first  two  terms  of  President  Franklin  D.  Roose- 
velt's administration. 


752    Letter  to  the  Attorney  General  in  Response  to  a  Report  on 
Crime  and  Law  Enforcement.    November  i,  1964 

[  Released  November  i,  1964.    Dated  October  31,  1964  ] 


Dear  Mr.  Attorney  General: 

I  am  sure  that  every  American  shares  my 
deep  satisfaction  vi^ith  the  effective  and  ex- 
panding federal  effort  against  crime  de- 
scribed in  your  encouraging  report  on  the 
subject.  Under  the  program  begun  by  At- 
torney General  Kennedy  and  continued 
under  your  direction,  federal  law  enforce- 
ment agencies  have  pursued,  exposed,  and 
prosecuted  racketeers  as  never  before. 

This  record  results  from  exceptional  efforts 
by  many  individuals — your  attorneys  in  the 
Criminal  Division  of  the  Department  of 
Justice,  the  able  agents  of  the  FBI,  the  In- 
ternal Revenue  Service,  the  Bureau  of  Nar- 


cotics, the  Secret  Service,  the  Bureau  of 
Customs,  and  other  federal  law  enforcement 
agencies.  Their  work  is  important  and  de- 
manding— days  and  weeks  spent  away  from 
home,  long  hours,  and  physical  danger. 
They  deserve  the  Nation's  gratitude. 

Success  in  combating  and  conquering 
crime  depends  upon  cooperation  among  all 
levels  of  government  and  most  significantly 
on  public  understanding,  support  and  co- 
operation. The  results  set  out  in  your  report 
demonstrate  how  much  more  effective  the 
federal  government's  efforts  in  this  area  have 
been  as  a  result  of  the  new  attitude  and 
strengthened  coordination.    I  hope  you  will 


1561 


[752]    Nov. 


Public  Papers  of  the  Presidents 


maintain  and  even  strengthen  this  trend.  In 
addition,  I  urge  that  the  Department  develop 
any  additional  legislative  suggestions  that 
w^ill  enable  the  federal  government  and  other 
levels  of  government  to  meet  our  responsi- 
bilities in  eliminating  crime.  The  v^ar 
against  crime  must  be  waged  w^ith  all  the 
vigor  and  strength  we  possess. 
Sincerely, 

Lyndon  B.  Johnson 

[Honorable  Nicholas  deB.  Katzenbach,  Acting  At- 
torney General,  Washington,  D.C.] 

note:  The  Acting  Attorney  General's  report,  in  the 
form  of  a  letter  dated  October  30,  1964,  pointed  out 
that  indictments  of  racketeers  had  increased  from 
49  in  i960  to  615  in  1963  (541  to  date  in  1964). 
Convictions  had  increased  from  45  in  i960  to  288  in 
1963  and  466  in  1964.  The  report  attributed  these 
gains  to  three  factors: 

(i)  New   legislation — such   as  the   statutes   for- 


bidding interstate  transmission  of  gambling  infor- 
mation, machines,  and  paraphernalia — which  had 
given  the  Federal  Government  new  or  increased 
authority  to  deal  with  racketeering. 

(2)  New  interagency  coordination.  Before  1961 
the  Department  of  Justice  had  received  only  limited 
information  about  racketeers,  and  then  only  from 
the  FBI.  Today,  the  report  stated,  all  26  Federal 
investigative  agencies  were  pooling  their  information 
daily.  This  coordination  had  made  possible  joint 
action  against  individuals  whom  a  single  agency  was 
previously  unable  to  prosecute. 

(3)  New  enforcement  energy  had  been  demon- 
strated by  the  Department  of  Justice  and  by  the 
other  agencies.  The  number  of  attorneys  had  been 
more  than  tripled.  Permanent  field  units  had  been 
established  in  four  cities  and  special  units  had  oper- 
ated in  a  number  of  others. 

While  emphasizing  the  successes  in  the  fight 
against  racketeering  the  report  also  pointed  out  that 
the  Federal  Government  does  not  have — and  should 
not  have — "authority  to  act  in  the  place  of  local 
police  against  most  types  of  crime." 


753    Statement  by  the  President  Making  Public  a  Report  on  the 
Balance  of  Payments  Position.    November  i,  1964 


I  AM  HAPPY  to  be  able  to  make  public 
a  report  from  Secretary  Dillon  which  shows 
that  for  the  first  time  in  7  years  we  have  been 
able  to  increase  our  total  gold  holdings.  This 
is  the  result  of  outstanding  work  by  Ameri- 
can exporters  and  full  cooperation  by  all 
agencies  of  the  Government. 

We  have  not  yet  finished  the  job  of  closing 
our  dollar  gap,  but  we  have  taken  a  long 
step  forward.  With  the  continued  effort  of 
both  business  and  Government  we  can  reach 
our  goal. 

note:  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  Douglas  Dillon's 
report,  in  the  form  of  a  letter  dated  October  30, 
1964,  stated  that  the  payments  deficit  for  1964  had 
been  running  at  an  annual  rate  of  about  $2  billion, 
as  against  $3.9  billion  in  i960  and  $3.3  billion  in 
1963. 
The  improvement  was  due  in  part  to  the  fact  that 


exports  were  12  percent  above  1963  and  27  percent 
above  the  i960  level.  "Much  of  this  improvement 
reflects  the  stable  price  level  we  have  achieved 
domestically  over  these  years,  making  our  goods 
increasingly  competitive  in  markets  abroad,"  Secre- 
tary Dillon  pointed  out. 

He  also  stated  that  a  significant  part  of  the  im- 
proved balance  of  payments  position  was  the  result 
of  actions  taken  to  stem  the  outflow  of  dollars  for 
Government  spending  abroad.  "In  that  regard,"  he 
added,  "we  are  well  on  our  way  toward  reaching  the 
target  of  a  $1  billion  reduction  in  Government  spend- 
ing from  1962  levels  which  was  set  in  President 
Kennedy's  Balance  of  Payments  Message  of  July  18, 
1963." 

Secretary  Dillon's  report  further  stated  that  the 
improvement  in  our  balance  of  payments  had  been 
the  key  factor  inspiring  new  confidence  in  the  dollar 
in  markets  throughout  the  world.  "This  improve- 
ment has  been  crucial  in  bringing  our  gold  losses  to 
a  halt,"  the  report  concluded.  "Indeed,  our  total 
gold  holdings  so  far  this  year  have  shown  an  increase 
for  the  first  time  in  seven  years.  ..." 
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Presidential  Policy  Paper  No.  i :  Education. 
INovember  i,  1964 


I  BELIEVE  that  every  child  has  the  right 
to  as  much  education  as  he  has  the  abiUty  to 
receive.  I  believe  that  this  right  does  not 
end  in  the  lower  schools,  but  goes  on  through 
technical  and  higher  education — if  the  child 
w^ants  it  and  can  use  it. 

I  v^rant  this  not  only  for  his  sake,  but  also 
for  our  Nation's  sake.  America  badly  needs 
educated  men  and  vv^omen.  And  America 
needs  not  just  more  education,  but  better 
education. 

Nothing  matters  more  to  the  future  of  our 
country.  Not  our  military  preparedness — 
for  armed  pov^er  is  v^orthless  if  "wt  lack  the 
brainpov^er  to  build  a  vv^orld  of  peace.  Not 
our  productive  economy — for  we  cannot  sus- 
tain growth  without  trained  manpower. 
Not  our  democratic  system  of  government — 
for  freedom  is  fragile  if  citizens  are  ignorant. 

Thomas  Jefferson  once  said,  "If  we  expect 
a  nation  to  be  ignorant  and  free,  we  expect 
what  never  was  and  never  will  be."  Our 
Nation's  school  systems  were  founded  on 
that  proposition. 

Today,  41  million  students  are  enrolled 
in  our  public  schools.  Four  million  more 
will  enter  by  the  end  of  this  decade.  But 
that  is  not  enough.  One  student  out  of 
every  three  now  in  the  fifth  grade  will  drop 
out  before  finishing  high  school — ^if  we  let 
him.  Almost  a  million  young  people  will 
quit  school  each  year — ^if  we  let  them.  And 
over  100,000  of  our  smartest  high  school 
graduates  each  year  will  not  go  to  college — 
if  we  do  nothing. 

This  cannot  continue.  It  costs  too  much: 
we  cannot  afford  it.  The  whole  Nation 
suffers  when  our  youth  is  neglected. 

Twenty  percent  of  our  18-  to  24-year-olds 
with  an  eighth-grade  education  are  unem- 


ployed— four  times  the  national  average — 
while  jobs  in  America  are  hunting  for 
trained  men  and  women.  Jobs  filled  by 
high  school  graduates  rose  by  40  percent  in 
the  last  10  years.  Jobs  for  those  with  less 
schooling  decreased  by  nearly  10  percent. 

In  the  next  10  years,  30  million  boys  and 
girls  are  going  to  enter  our  job  force.  Un- 
less we  act  now,  2^  million  of  them  will 
not  see  the  inside  of  a  high  school;  8  million 
will  not  finish  high  school;  and  too  many 
of  our  schools  and  colleges  will  be  jammed 
like  city  buses  at  rush  hour.  Our  youth 
will  suffer  a  handicap  that  no  amount  of 
time — no  amount  of  money — can  remove. 

We  must  act.  I  pledge  now  to  put  edu- 
cation at  the  head  of  our  work  agenda. 
First,  we  must  broaden  and  improve  the 
quality  of  our  school  base.  We  will  need  a 
minimum  of  nearly  400,000  new  classrooms 
in  our  public  schools  during  the  next  5 
years  to  eliminate  overcrowding  and  replace 
unsatisfactory  facilities.  We  will  need  over 
800,000  new  public  school  teachers  in  the 
next  5  years  to  keep  up  with  expanding 
enrollments  and  to  replace  those  teachers 
who  retire  or  resign — and  we  need  to  in- 
crease incentives  so  that  our  best  people  will 
be  attracted  to  the  teaching  profession.  But 
most  of  all  we  must  provide  a  good  educa- 
tion for  every  boy  and  girl — ^no  matter 
where  he  lives. 

Second,  we  must  concentrate  our  teach- 
ing resources  in  the  urban  slums  and  the 
poor  rural  areas.  Our  war  on  poverty  can 
be  won  only  if  those  who  are  poverty's  pris- 
oners can  break  the  chains  of  ignorance. 
This  means  that  we  must  give  our  best  a 
chance  to  do  their  best. 

Third,  we  must  expand  and  enrich  our 
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colleges.  Our  college  enrollment  is  due  to 
double  within  this  decade.  It  will  reach 
almost  9  million  by  1975,  and  will  probably 
expand  to  four  or  six  times  its  present  size 
before  this  century  ends. 

Fourth,  we  must  recognize  that  education 
is  a  lifelong  process.  In  today's  world,  we 
cannot  neglect  the  adult's  need  for  schooling 
to  keep  up  with  technology. 

Fifth,  we  must  strengthen  our  State  and 
community  education  systems.  We  do  not 
intend  to  forsake  our  tradition  that  schools 
and  colleges  should  be  controlled  at  the  local 
level. 

This  is  neither  new  nor  radical.  The 
late  Senator  Taft  declared,  "Education  is 


primarily  a  State  function — ^but  in  the  field 
of  education,  as  in  the  fields  of  health,  relief, 
and  medical  care,  the  Federal  Government 
has  a  secondary  obligation  to  see  that  there 
is  a  basic  floor  under  those  essential  services 
for  all  adults  and  children  in  the  United 
States." 

Every  President  from  Franklin  Delano 
Roosevelt  to  John  Fitzgerald  Kennedy 
worked  to  build  that  floor.  I  plan  to  get  on 
with  the  task. 

note:  The  White  House  release  o£  which  the  policy 
paper  on  education  was  a  part  also  included  policy 
statements  on  health,  conservation  o£  natural  re- 
sources, and  farm  policy  (see  Items  755-757).  The 
release  stated  that  other  policy  papers  would  be 
issued  from  time  to  time. 


755    Presidential  Policy  Paper  No.  2:  The  Nation's 
Problems  of  Health.    November  i,  1964 


AMONG  the  ancient  foes  of  man,  disease 
still  ranks  as  public  enemy  number  one. 

Our  scientists  and  doctors  have  made  great 
strides.  With  ever  increasing  inventiveness 
they  have  found  ways  to  cure  our  aflflictions 
and  to  stretch  our  life  expectancy. 

In  1900  the  average  American  citizen 
could  look  forward  to  reaching  the  age  of 
47.    Today  he  can  look  forward  to  70  years. 

The  miracle  of  medicine  has  not  reached 
its  limits.  But  neither  has  the  misery  of 
disease. 

Today  more  than  74  million  Americans 
are  afflicted  with  chronic  disease. 

Mental  illness — in  all  its  forms — casts  a 
shadow  on  18  million  of  our  people.  The 
mentally  ill  fill  half  of  our  hospital  beds. 

Heart  disease  cripples  12  million. 

Arthritis  and  rheumatism,  12  million. 

Diabetes,  3  million — and  half  of  them 
don't  know  they  have  it. 

The  catalog  is  long  and  large. 


In  our  war  on  disease  we  have  won  great 
successes.  Twenty  years  ago  fewer  than  one 
out  of  every  five  cancer  patients  could  hope 
to  survive.  Today  the  ratio  is  one  out  of 
every  three.  Experts  tell  us  that,  if  we  con- 
tinue the  fight,  one  in  two  can  be  saved. 

But  success  in  fighting  disease  means  more 
doctors,  more  nurses,  longer  hospital  care, 
better  clinical  facilities. 

With  the  help  of  wise  Federal  programs 
we  have  begun  to  meet  the  need. 

We  have  added  more  than  5,000  hospitals 
and  nursing  homes. 

We  have  supported  more  than  150  proj- 
ects to  meet  problems  of  the  aged  and  the 
chronically  ill. 

We  have  increased  support  for  medical 
research — 18  fold  in  the  last  16  years. 

We  are  supplying  construction  aid  to 
schools  of  medicine  and  dentistry,  as  well  as 
loans  for  students  entering  these  professions. 

Less  than  a  month  before  his  tragic  death 
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President  Kennedy  signed  into  law  a  compre- 
hensive program  for  mental  health  and  men- 
tal retardation. 

Our  war  on  disease  is  well  begun.  But 
the  needs  are  staggering. 

Three  thousand  communities  in  America 
exist  without  a  doctor. 

Big  city  hospitals  are  chronically  over- 
crowded. A  survey  in  one  city  showed  that 
one  out  of  every  two  pregnant  women  had 
not  seen  a  doctor  before  delivery. 

Our  goals  are  not  high  enough. 

We  need  50  percent  more  young  men 
and  women  training  to  be  doctors  and  den- 
tists just  to  keep  the  present  ratio  with  our 
growing  population. 

We  need  60  percent  more  nurses  by  1970. 

Last  year  State  and  local  health  depart- 
ments had  only  51  percent  of  their  staff  ade- 
quately trained,  and  more  than  5,000  posi- 
tions vacant.  We  need  at  least  17,000  more 
public  health  workers  by  1970. 

There  are  areas  in  which  we  have  hardly 
begun  to  meet  our  responsibilities. 

First,  we  must  provide  adequate  hospital 
and  nursing  home  care  for  our  senior  citizens 
by  a  sound  program  financed  through  con- 
tributory social  insurance.  I  pledge  that  the 
legislation  to  accomplish  this  will  head  my 
program  next  year. 

Second,  we  must  step  up  the  fight  on 


mental  health  and  mental  retardation.  I 
intend  to  ask  for  increased  funds  for  research 
centers,  for  special  teacher  training,  and  for 
helping  coordinated  state  and  local  programs. 

Third,  we  must  expand  our  program  to 
help  train  the  doctors,  dentists,  and  tech- 
nicians this  Nation  desperately  needs.  Right 
now  the  statistics  show  that  we  are  import- 
ing interns  and  resident  physicians  from 
other  countries  which  can  ill  afford  to  lose 
them. 

Fourth,  we  must  enlarge  programs  to  help 
disabled  citizens  rehabilitate  themselves  for 
useful  employment. 

Fifth,  we  must  increase  existing  programs 
of  medical  assistance  to  children  of  low-in- 
come families. 

Sixth,  we  must  work  to  correct  the  de- 
ficiencies of  young  men  who  are  rejected  for 
military  service  because  of  health. 

Seventh,  we  must  move  ahead  in  the  effort 
to  protect  the  purity  of  the  water  we  drink 
and  the  air  we  breathe.  Air  pollution,  ac- 
cording to  one  estimate,  causes  $11  billion 
damage  each  year  to  property  alone.  No 
one  can  measure  the  damage  to  our  children's 
lungs. 

The  Great  Society  which  we  mean  to  build 
in  America  must  be  a  healthy  society.  I 
pledge  my  wholehearted  energies  to  make 
it  that  way. 


756    Presidential  Policy  Paper  No.  3 :  Conservation  of 
Natural  Resources.    November  i,  1964 


WHEN  America  began  there  seemed  no 
limit  to  the  riches  of  the  earth.  Then  came 
a  time  of  reckless  exploitation  and  ruthless 
plunder.  Greed  and  ignorance  combined  to 
lay  waste  our  resources  and  threaten  our  do- 
main with  destruction.  Farsighted  and 
courageous  men — men  like  Theodore  Roose- 
velt,  Franklin  Roosevelt,  and  John   Ken- 


nedy— acted  to  halt  decay,  preserve  our 
splendor,  and  develop  our  resources.  That 
batde  still  goes  on.    We  intend  to  win  it. 

But  three  changing  forces  are  bringing  a 
new  era  to  conservation. 

The  first  is  growing  population.  By  the 
year  2000  more  than  300  million  Americans 
will  need  10  times  the  power  and  2!/^  times 
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the  water  we  now  consume.  Increasing 
pressure  will  take  our  resources  and  increas- 
ing leisure  will  tax  our  recreation. 

The  second  is  the  triumph  of  technology. 
The  bright  success  of  science  also  has  a  dark 
side.  The  poisons  and  chemicals,  the  junked 
automobiles,  and  the  waste  products  of  prog- 
ress are  threatening  the  destruction  of  nature. 

The  third  is  urbanization.  More  of  our 
people  are  crowding  into  cities  and  cutting 
themselves  off  from  nature.  Access  to 
beauty  is  denied  and  ancient  values  are  de- 
stroyed. Conservation  must  move  from 
nature's  wilderness  to  the  man-made  wilder- 
ness of  our  cities. 

All  of  this  requires  a  new  conservation. 

We  must  not  only  protect  from  destruction 
but  restore  what  has  been  destroyed — not 
only  develop  old  resources  but  create  new 
ones — ^not  only  save  the  countryside  but 
salvage  the  cities. 

It  is  not  just  the  classic  conservation  of  pro- 
tection and  development,  but  a  creative  con- 
servation of  restoration  and  innovation. 

Its  concern  is  not  with  nature  alone,  but 
with  the  total  relation  between  man  and  the 
world  around  him.  Its  object  is  not  just 
man's  welfare  but  the  dignity  of  his  spirit. 

Above  all,  we  must  maintain  the  chance 
for  contact  with  beauty.  When  that  chance 
dies  a  light  dies  in  all  of  us.  We  are  the 
creation  of  our  environment.  If  it  becomes 
filthy  and  sordid,  then  the  dignity  of  the 
spirit  and  the  deepest  of  our  values  are  in 
danger. 

And  once  nature  is  destroyed  or  beauty 
blighted  it  can  rarely  be  restored.  It  is  gone 
forever.  It  is  our  children  who  will  bear  the 
burden  of  our  neglect.  We  owe  it  to  them 
to  keep  that  from  happening. 

We  have  made  progress.  The  88th  Con- 
gress— ^the  greatest  conservation  Congress  in 
our  entire  history — ^passed  more  than  30  im- 
portant conservation  bills. 


A  new  land  and  water  conservation  fund 
will  help  States  and  cities  set  aside  spots 
of  beauty  for  recreation  and  pleasure. 

A  Wilderness  Act  will  guarantee  all  Amer- 
icans the  natural  magnificence  which  has 
been  your  heritage. 

A  Water  Research  Act  will  speed  develop- 
ment for  the  soaring  water  needs  of  a  grow- 
ing nation. 

We  established  continental  America's  first 
new  national  park  in  17  years — 23  new  na- 
tional park  areas — and  4  new  national  sea- 
shores— and  a  national  riverway. 

We  began  a  new  Bureau  of  Outdoor 
Recreation  so  that  our  children  will  have  a 
place  to  hunt  and  fish  and  glory  in  nature. 

We  began  construction  of  over  200  water 
resource  projects  with  about  70  more  sched- 
uled for  1965. 

We  built  or  began  more  than  5,500  miles 
of  transmission  lines. 

Flood  control  funds  were  increased  by 
more  than  50  percent. 

We  have  explored  the  wonders  of  modern 
science  pressing  ahead  with  research  into 
every  area  of  resource  development — using 
the  atom  for  power — sending  satellites  to 
predict  weather — moving  toward  the  day 
when  we  can  make  fresh  water  from  the 
oceans,  oil  from  shale,  and  harvest  the  riches 
of  the  sea.  All  this  we  have  done,  and 
more. 

I  pledge  my  administration  to  continue 
this  progress. 

But  we  must  do  more  than  continue.  Our 
problems  are  changing,  and  we  must  change 
to  meet  them. 

In  the  development  of  a  new  conserva- 
tion I  intend  to  press  ahead  on  five  fronts. 

First,  we  seek  to  guarantee  our  children 
a  place  to  walk  and  play  and  commune  with 
nature.  The  demand  on  our  recreational 
facilities  is  doubling  each  decade.  We  must 
act  boldly  or  our  future  will  be  barren.    We 
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will  move  vigorously  under  our  recent  lav^s 
to  acquire  and  develop  new^  areas  for 
recreation — emphasizing  areas  of  concen- 
trated population.  We  will  expand  our  pro- 
grams to  meet  developing  needs. 

A  national  program  of  scenic  parkways 
and  riverways  is  on  the  horizon. 

I  hope  to  make  the  Potomac  a  conserva- 
tion model  for  our  metropolitan  areas. 

In  our  cities  open  space  must  be  reserved 
where  possible,  and  created  where  preser- 
vation comes  too  late. 

Second,  we  must  control  the  waste  prod- 
ucts of  technology.  The  same  society  which 
receives  the  rewards  of  technology  must, 
as  a  cooperating  whole,  take  responsibility 
for  control.  I  intend  to  work  with  local 
government  and  industry  to  develop  a  na- 
tional policy  for  control  and  disposal  of  tech- 
nological and  industrial  waste.  In  this  way 
we  can  rescue  the  oldest  of  our  treasures 
from  the  newest  of  its  enemies. 

Third,  we  must  increase  mastery  over  our 
environment  through  the  marvels  of  new 
technology.  This  means  rapidly  increas- 
ing emphasis  on  comprehensive  river  basin 
development.  We  will  cooperate  with  gov- 
ernment at  every  level  to  develop  all  the 
resources  while  preserving  all  the  scenic 
promise  of  an  entire  region.  The  scale  of 
our  programs  must  match  the  scope  of  our 
problems. 

It  means  drawing  fresh  water  from  the 
oceans.  Within  a  few  years,  economic  de- 
salination will  be  a  reality  for  large  numbers 
of  Americans. 

It  means  learning  to  understand  the 
weather  and  become  its  master.  Weather 
satellites,  deep  sea  nuclear  weather  stations, 
are  part  of  a  developing  technology  which 
will  ultimately  make  it  possible  not  only 
to  talk  about  the  weather,  but  do  something 
about  it. 


It  means  the  use  in  every  field  of  the  new- 
est knowledge  to  meet  the  oldest  needs. 
And  it  means  encouraging  the  development 
of  the  genius  of  man  in  order  to  unlock  the 
secrets  of  the  earth. 

Fourth,  we  must  prevent  urbanization  and 
growth  from  ravishing  the  land.  At  this 
moment  a  working  group  is  studying  ways 
to  protect  the  integrity  of  nature  in  cities 
and  suburbs.  The  nation  is  growing.  We 
want  that  growth  to  be  a  blessing  and  not 
a  blight. 

I  will  propose — in  cooperation  with  local 
government  and  private  industry — policies 
to  help  ensure  that  suburban  building,  high- 
way construction,  and  industrial  spread  are 
conducted  with  reverence  and  regard  for 
the  values  of  nature. 

Fifth,  we  must  conduct  conservation  on 
a  global  scale. 

The  oceans  and  atmosphere  are  the  prop- 
erty of  all  people.  Scientific  discoveries  in 
one  land  can  benefit  all  nations.  There  are 
no  political  boundaries  in  man's  ancient  and 
continuing  struggle  for  mastery  over  nature. 

The  Antarctic  Treaty,  weather  and  fishery 
agreements,  and  the  Columbia  River  treaty 
with  Canada  are  examples  of  what  can  be 
done  if  nations  will  devote  common  ejffort 
to  common  interest. 

These  are  some  of  the  fronts  of  the  new 
conservation  which  I  will  work  to  carry 
forward. 

It  is  often  difficult  to  invest,  when  results 
may  be  a  generation  or  more  away.  So 
many  immediate  needs  crowd  around  us. 
But  our  history  is  witness  to  the  wisdom 
of  investment  in  our  natural  resources.  It 
has  returned  its  cost  many  times.  And  it 
has  preserved  the  patrimony  of  America. 
I  deeply  believe  in  economy  and  prudence 
in  government — we  must  be  mindful  of  the 
financial  debt  we  leave  to  our  children.    But 
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I  do  not  want  to  leave  them  the  tragic  and 
irretrievable  debt  of  a  devastated  land  and 
dwindling  resources. 

From  the  beginning  we  have  been  a  peo- 
ple of  open  spaces.    We  have  lifted  our  eyes 


to  the  deserts  and  mountains,  and  now  to 
the  stars.  But  on  this  earth  the  ring  draws 
closer  around  us.  Let  us  have  space  and 
resources,  here  in  America,  to  fit  our  chil- 
dren's hopes. 


757    Presidential  Policy  Paper  No.  4:  Farm  Policy. 
November  i,  1964 


AMERICA'S  farmers  want  and  need  and 
deserve — not  promises — ^but  more  income 
and  more  opportunity. 

The  Democratic  answers  to  these  needs 
include  three  sets  of  programs: 

— ^We  intend  to  continue  and  to  improve 
commodity  programs,  and  to  strengthen 
farm  income. 

— We  intend  to  assure  rural  Americans 
full  partnership  in  the  building  of  the  Great 
Society. 

— ^We  intend  to  increase,  wherever  we  can, 
the  consumer  demand  for  our  agricultural 
products. 

We  emphasize  particularly  the  importance 
of  the  choice  farmers  have  in  regard  to  the 
commodity  program.  Farmers  can  choose 
our  proposal  to  continue — and  to  improve — 
commodity  programs,  or  they  can  choose 
to  wipe  those  programs  out  altogether. 

The  most  careful  and  responsible  studies 
have  shown  what  would  happen  if  we  termi- 
nated farm  price  supports. 

First,  net  farm  income  throughout  the 
Nation  would  be  cut  in  half,  or  by  about  $6 
billion  a  year.  Net  farm  income  in  the 
corn  belt  alone  would  drop  by  $1.8  billion — 
a  devastating  blow  to  the  heart  of  the  Amer- 
ican economy. 

Second,  one  out  of  five  farmers  would  be 
bankrupted. 

Third,  corn  would  sell  for  less  than  80 
cents  a  bushel,  and  wheat  for  less  than  a 
dollar.    Soybeans  would  sell  for  less  than 


$2  a  bushel.  It  would  mean  cattle  at  17 
cents  a  pound  and  hogs  at  13  cents  a  pound. 

We  know  from  bitter  experience  that  de- 
pressions are  farm-led  and  farm-fed.  And 
we  are  not  going  to  repeat  that  experience. 
We  propose  instead  to  find  in  our  present 
feed  grains  program,  our  wheat  program, 
and  our  programs  for  other  commodities 
those  elements  which  need  to  be  strength- 
ened and  improved. 

Under  these  programs: 

Gross  farm  income  has  averaged  $4  bil- 
lion a  year  more  since  i960  than  in  the  4 
years  before  i960. 

Net  income  has  averaged  $900  million  a 
year  higher,  or  $600  per  farm. 

But  we  are  openminded:  we  want  to  make 
these  programs  work  even  better. 

Our  goal  is  parity  of  income  for  the  farmer. 
We  are  making  progress  toward  it,  and  we 
will  make  more  progress  by  going  forward, 
learning  as  we  go,  building  on  what  we  have 
done  already. 

But  parity  of  income  is  not  enough.  Our 
goal  is  more  than  that — it  is  parity  of  op- 
portunity  for  rural  America  in  the  broadest 
meaning  of  the  term. 

In  the  past  our  farm  programs  have  been 
designed  to  improve  the  economic  position 
of  the  farmer  and  to  protect  against  disaster — 
sudden  or  otherwise.  Now  we  must  aim 
at  preserving  and  strengthening  the  struc- 
ture of  the  whole  rural  society,  based  on  the 
family  farm  and  the  rural  community  that 
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have  contributed  so  much  to  the  American 
tradition.  We  must  make  it  possible  for 
young  people  to  spend  their  lives  in  the  rural 
communities  w^here  they  grew  up — if  they 
choose  to  do  so — instead  of  being  forced  by 
economic  necessity  to  tear  up  their  roots  and 
go  to  distant  cities. 

The  development  of  these  community  pro- 
grams must  be  a  partnership  enterprise.  The 
rural  community  itself  will  provide  the 
leadership.  The  States  have  a  role  to  play. 
And  the  Federal  Government  will  do  its  part. 

We  will  work  together  to  make  more  ef- 
fective use  of  our  food  abundance. 

There  is  no  justification  for  any  person  in 
this  country  going  hungry  in  the  midst  of 
plenty.  As  we  win  our  war  against  poverty 
it  will  mean  more  customers  for  America's 
farm  produce. 

The  food  stamp  program  has  worked  well. 
We  propose  to  extend  it. 

The  Food  for  Peace  program  is  good  inter- 
national policy  and  it  is  good  economic  pol- 
icy. People  who  are  hungry  are  weak  allies 
of  freedom.  We  are  learning  to  use  food 
more  effectively  to  promote  economic 
growth.  We  will  broaden  this  program  still 
further. 

One  out  of  every  $6  earned  by  farmers 
today  comes  from  export  markets,  and  i  out 
of  4  acres  harvested  today  produces  for  mar- 
kets overseas.  Our  agricultural  exports  for 
dollars  climbed  last  year  to  |4}4  billion — ^up 
20  percent  in  i  year — 35  percent  greater  than 
in  i960,  providing  critically  needed  foreign 
exchange  and  contributing  significandy  to 
national  economic  progress. 


We  must  continue  to  improve  and  build 
the  export  market  for  the  family  farm.  This 
will  take  patient  negotiation,  hard  determi- 
nation, and  calm  reason  in  the  critical  GATT 
negotiations  now  underway. 

And  there  is  another  exciting  prospect  for 
agricultural  markets  that  is  seldom  recog- 
nized. Our  studies  show  that  if  about  80 
of  the  newly  developed  countries  increase 
their  per  capita  income  by  just  $100  a  year — 
we  can  double  our  export  market  for  food. 

We  look  forward  to  the  day  when  we  can 
rely  less  on  cutbacks,  and  more  on  programs 
to  sell  abroad  all  we  produce  above  our  own 
needs.  We  look  forward  to  the  day  when 
our  great  cooperatives  and  other  private  en- 
terprise institutions  can  perform  most  of  the 
marketing  functions  with  a  minimum  of 
Government  involvement. 

We  all  know  the  difficulties  there  are  in 
shrinking  supply  to  fit  demand.  We  must 
get  on  with  the  job  of  stimulating  worldwide 
demand  to  use  our  tremendous  God-given 
production. 

We  are  working  now,  tirelessly  and  with 
success,  to  keep  the  trade  channels  to  the 
Common  Market  and  other  parts  of  the 
world  open — and  to  open  new  markets. 

Rural  America  must  take  a  leading  role  in 
building  the  Great  Society — ^here  and  in  the 
world.  It  was  the  initiative,  the  vision,  the 
enterprise  of  America's  farmers  that  de- 
veloped our  great  land  frontiers.  The  same 
initiative  and  vision  and  enterprise  will  help 
now  in  building  a  better,  a  more  prosperous 
America. 
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758    Statement  by  the  President  Announcing  an  Expanded  Program 
To  Control  Cotton  Insect  Pests.    November  2,  1964 


AT  THE  present  time,  between  10  and  20 
percent  of  the  cost  of  producing  cotton  is 
spent  on  insect  control  mainly  through  the 
use  of  chemical  pesticides. 

Despite  the  progress  that  has  been  achieved 
in  insect  control,  several  problems  have 
emerged  that  require  immediate  attention 
to  achieve  effective  control  of  these  cotton 
pests. 

Many  of  the  most  important  insect  pests 
have  become  partially  or  completely  resist- 
ant to  some  pesticide  chemicals.  A  con- 
certed effort  is  being  made  to  find  alternate 
means  of  effective  pest  control  including 
those  which  do  not  require  the  use  of  chem- 
icals. I  have  proposed  and  Congress  has 
approved  funds  to  support  this  effort. 

In  addition,  long-range  measures  that  need 
to  be  taken  include  greatly  increased  atten- 
tion to  biological  methods  of  control.  To 
this  end,  increased  support  must  be  provided 
for  fundamental  research  on  insect  biology, 
and  for  the  training  of  insect  biologists,  both 
within  the  Government  and  in  our  colleges 
and  universities. 


Such  research  will  seek  ways  to  use  native 
and  foreign  parasites  and  predators  of  cotton 
insects. 

We  need  more  information  on  infectious 
agents  that  specifically  harm  cotton  insects 
and  can  be  used  to  control  them.  Prompt 
field  testing  is  an  important  part  of  this 
research. 

Increased  plant  breeding  research  may 
lead  to  new  varieties  of  cotton,  resistant  to 
insect  pests. 

Eight  and  one-half  million  of  our  citizens 
depend  on  cotton  production  and  process- 
ing for  at  least  part  of  their  livelihood.  An- 
other 3  to  4  million  people  service  the  in- 
dustry and  sell  its  products. 

As  research  progresses,  the  threat  of  de- 
creasing yield  and  increasing  costs  of  cotton 
production  can  be  averted,  and  indeed  it 
can  be  anticipated  that  more  effective  insect 
control  can  be  achieved  at  less  cost. 

Our  need  for  pesticide  chemicals  will  not 
disappear.  On  the  contrary,  we  must  push 
the  search  for  new,  more  specifically  acting 
and  less  persistent  chemicals. 


759    Statement  by  the  President  on  the  Fourth  Anniversary 
of  the  Peace  Corps.    November  2,  1964 


FOUR  years  ago  today  John  Kennedy  pro- 
posed the  Peace  Corps.  Then  it  was  a 
promise.    Now  it  is  a  reality. 

To  the  10,000  volunteers  serving  in  46 
countries — to  the  110,000  Americans  who 
have  applied  to  become  volunteers — go  the 
thanks  of  this  Nation.  Through  their  hard 
work  and  devoted  service  the  pioneering  tra- 
dition of  America  has  been  renewed,  and  our 
name  is  honored  anew  among  the  develop- 


ing nations  of  Africa,  Asia,  and  Latin 
America. 

But  this  is  no  time  to  rest  on  the  achieve- 
ments of  the  last  4  years.  This  is  the  time 
to  go  forward. 

In  the  next  4  years  we  must  double  the  size 
and  still  further  raise  the  quality  of  the  Peace 
Corps.  Nearly  every  country  where  volun- 
teers are  now  serving  has  asked  for  more — 
often  two,  three,  or  four  times  more.    Many 
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countries  are  on  the  "waiting  list."  We  must 
not  lose  this  practical  opportunity  to  assist 
friendly  nations  in  their  self-help  efforts  in 
peaceful  development. 

For  the  next  stage  of  the  Peace  Corps,  we 
need  applications  to  serve  from  about  10  per- 
cent of  the  graduating  class  of  our  colleges 
and  universities,  we  need  more  applications 
from  skilled  workers  in  our  factories  and  on 
our  farms,  we  need  more  experienced  teach- 
ers, more  doctors,  more  nurses,  more  senior 
citizens. 


And  as  5  to  10,000  volunteers  return  from 
2  years  of  overseas  service  we  must  see  that 
their  first-hand  experience  is  put  to  good  use, 
in  our  schools  and  universities,  in  American 
private  enterprise,  in  our  city  and  State  gov- 
ernments, in  our  war  on  poverty,  and  in  all 
our  Federal  services,  including  the  Foreign 
Service. 

note:  For  President  Kennedy's  proposal  of  Novem- 
ber 2,  i960,  see  "The  Speeches  of  Senator  John  F. 
Kennedy,  Presidential  Campaign  of  i960,"  p.  1260 
(Government  Printing  Office,  1961). 


760    Remarks  at  a  Rally  in  Houston. 
November  2,  1964 


Mayor  Welch;  my  friend  Senator  Ralph  Yar- 
borough;  one  of  the  wisest  and  most  elective 
Congressmen  in  the  entire  Nation,  a  man 
who  really  \nows  how  to  introduce  Presi- 
dents, Albert  Thomas;  my  good  friends,  the 
outstanding  Congressmen  in  the  Texas  dele- 
gation. Congressman  Bob  Casey,  Congress- 
man ]ac\  Broo\s,  Congressman  Clar\ 
Thompson;  my  fellow  Texans: 

Your  warm  and  generous  welcome  makes 
Lady  Bird  and  Lynda  and  Luci  and  me 
know  that  we  are  home  again  among  our 
home  folks,  our  neighbors,  and  our  loyal 
supporters. 

I  came  back  here  today  to  ask  again  for 
your  help.  I  hope  that  the  people  of  Houston 
will  send  back  to  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives that  able,  hardworking  Congressman 
who  represents  the  views  of  his  constituents, 
Bob  Casey.  I  need  Albert  Thomas  and  you 
need  him  in  the  House  of  Representatives. 
His  advice  and  his  counsel  are  valuable  to 
both  of  us. 

And  in  the  Senate,  no  Member  of  the 
Senate  that  I  have  known  since  I  have  been 
in  Washington  has  more  loyally  or  capably 


supported  a  Democratic  program,  his  own 
President's  program,  the  program  of  the 
President,  the  first  President  from  Texas, 
than  has  Ralph  Yarborough.  When  there 
is  a  contest  you  can  be  sure  that  you  will  find 
Ralph  Yarborough  fighting  for  the  folks  and 
for  what  he  thinks  is  right,  working  for  what 
he  believes  is  just,  voting  for  what  he  feels 
is  best. 

So  I  will  deeply  appreciate  your  voting  for 
these  men  and  putting  in  a  good  vote  for 
your  able,  effective,  efficient  Congressman  at 
Large,  Joe  Pool. 

These  are  the  final  hours  of  the  campaign. 
Tomorrow,  all  across  our  land,  the  people  of 
America  will  make  their  choice  for  leader- 
ship. In  an  hour  or  so  I  will  be  going  to  the 
hill  country  where  I  was  born  to  await  the 
people's  decision — your  decision. 

Three  hundred  and  forty-five  days  ago  a 
senseless  tragedy  in  this  State  thrust  me  into 
this  office.  In  every  one  of  those  days  I  have 
tried  with  all  that  God  has  given  me  to  do 
my  dead  level  best,  to  do  what  I  thought  was 
right. 

A  President  understands  that  no  man  is 
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infallible.  He  learns  that  people  are  his 
cause  and  their  freedom  his  trust.  He 
learns  to  believe  in  their  wisdom.  Most  of 
all,  he  prays  for  the  guidance  of  God  as  he 
works  for  peace  in  the  world. 

Thirty-four  years  ago  when  I  was  a  very 
young  man  I  lived  in  this  great  city.  I 
taught  at  the  old  Sam  Houston  High  School, 
no  more  than  a  dozen  blocks  from  where  I 
stand  tonight. 

One  of  the  most  valuable  Americans  I 
know,  one  of  the  most  competent,  capable, 
dedicated,  patriotic  persons  I  have  ever  met, 
is  a  graduate  of  Sam  Houston  High  School, 
the  University  of  Houston,  and  Harvard 
Business  School,  my  trusted  and  loyal  aide — 
Jack  Valenti  of  Houston. 

But  since  Jack  and  I  were  at  Sam  Houston 
High  School,  the  world  has  changed  in 
these  years.  But  the  change  has  not  been 
all  bad  or  all  good. 

For  Houston,  it  has  been  good.  You  have 
grown  and  you  have  prospered.  You  have 
not  been  afraid  to  venture  or  to  build.  You 
have  built  on  the  banks  of  these  bayous  one 
of  the  great  cities  of  America. 

You  have  accepted  change  and  you  have 
made  it  work  for  you.  You  have  had  the 
leadership  of  progressive  and  prudent  news- 
papers, like  the  Post  and  the  Chronicle. 

This  is  the  work  that  we  are  trying  to  do 
in  the  family  of  nations,  like  you  have  been 
doing  here  in  Houston  in  the  community  of 
the  Nation;  like  our  very  able  and  effective 
Governor  has  been  trying  to  do  in  the  great 
State  of  Texas.  And  there  is  no  finer  Gov- 
ernor in  the  Nation  than  John  Connally. 

And  this  is  the  work  in  the  Nation  that 
your  President  has  before  him,  and  this  is 
the  meaning  of  this  election. 

I  have  said,  as  plainly  as  I  know  how,  what 
I  hope  for  America,  what  I  hope  for  you  and 
your  family  and  for  generations  yet  unborn. 

And  now  on  this  night  among  friends,  so 


many  of  them  who  I  see  here,  who  have 
stood  by  me,  by  my  side,  all  through  the 
years,  I  want  to  tell  you  again  my  hope  for 
America.  I  want  to  tell  you  again  my 
pledge  for  the  Nation. 

First,  I  pledge  my  total  commitment  to 
try  to  preserve  peace  while  protecting  free- 
dom. I  want  to  reduce  the  threat  of  nu- 
clear war;  to  maintain  Presidential  control 
over  all  of  our  nuclear  weapons;  to  strength- 
en in  every  way  we  can  our  alliances  with 
other  nations;  and  to  advance  the  cause  of 
freedom  all  around  the  world. 

Second,  I  pledge  you  that  we  will  continue 
to  be  the  mightiest  nation  in  all  the  world, 
stronger  in  military  might  than  all  the  na- 
tions of  all  the  world  combined.  But  we 
will  always  use  our  power  responsibly. 

Third,  I  pledge  to  work  to  keep  our  Na- 
tion's prosperity  growing  and  to  build  the 
strength  of  our  free  enterprise  system. 

Fourth,  I  pledge  a  war  on  waste  in  Gov- 
ernment— ^wherever  it  exists. 

Fifth,  I  pledge  to  keep  your  Government 
frugal  and  prudent  with  the  people's  money. 
We  will  get  a  dollar's  value  for  every  dollar 
spent. 

Sixth,  I  pledge  a  compassionate  Govern- 
ment, one  that  seeks  to  abolish  poverty,  that 
fights  disease  and  ignorance,  and  brings  to 
older  citizens  new  hope  and  increased 
dignity. 

Seventh,  I  pledge  that  the  constitutional 
rights  of  every  citizen  will  be  protected,  and 
law  and  order  will  be  maintained. 

Eighth,  I  pledge  to  do  all  in  my  power  to 
meet  our  Nation's  growing  education  needs 
so  that  every  boy  and  girl  in  America  can 
receive  all  the  education  that  they  can  use. 

Ninth,  I  pledge  to  conserve  our  resources, 
to  protect  the  air  and  the  water  from  pollu- 
tion, to  make  sure  that  our  children  and  their 
children  will  not  be  robbed  of  nature's  beauty 
and  nature's  bounty. 
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And  finally,  and  the  thing  I  would  like 
to  see  happen  so  much  here  in  Texas,  and 
it  can  happen  here,  and  I  believe  it  will  hap- 
pen here,  and  I  pray  that  it  does  happen 
here,  I  pledge  to  work  as  President  of  all 
the  people  in  a  land  that  knows  no  South,  no 
North,  no  East,  and  no  West.  I  hope  that 
somehow  we  can  learn  to  love  thy  neighbor 
as  thyself.  I  hope  that  somehow  we  can 
refrain  from  speaking  badly  of  our  fellow 
men. 

Our  work  after  this  election  is  going  to 
be  to  heal  the  wounds  of  the  campaign,  and 
to  try  to  rebuild  the  unity  of  all  the  people 
of  America.  We  cannot  endure  in  bitter- 
ness.   The  greatness  of  this  great  country 


rests  on  our  being  a  united  people — the 
United  States  of  America. 

With  trust  in  God,  let  this  Nation  take 
fresh  strength  in  renewed  hope — and  let  this 
land  and  all  who  love  it  move  forward,  move 
forward  as  you  have  moved  in  Houston — 
one  people,  one  Nation,  with  liberty  and 
justice  for  all. 

Thank  you. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  5:30  p.m.  in  the 
parking  lot  of  Musical  Hall  in  Houston,  Tex.  In 
his  opening  words  he  referred  to  Mayor  Louis  Welch 
of  Houston  and  Senator  Ralph  Yarborough  and  Rep- 
resentatives Albert  Thomas,  Bob  Casey,  Jack  Brooks, 
and  Clark  W.  Thompson,  all  of  Texas.  Later  he 
referred  to  Representative  Joe  R.  Pool  of  Texas. 

The  text  of  remarks  of  Mrs.  Johnson  and  daugh- 
ters Lynda  and  Luci,  who  spoke  briefly,  was  also 
released. 


761    Remarks  in  Houston  at  Sam  Houston  Senior 
High  School.    November  2,  1964 


Mr,  Chairman,  my  friend  Ed  Ball;  Reverend 
Clergy;  our  beloved  Congressman,  your  own 
Albert  Thomas;  my  warm  friend,  your  great 
Senator,  Ralph  Yarborough;  my  friend,  the 
able  Congressman  from  the  other  district, 
our  friend  Bob  Casey;  ladies  and  gentlemen, 
boys  and  girls: 

Eleven  months  and  eleven  days  ago  a 
tragedy  happened  here  in  Texas,  and  I  had 
to  assume  the  duties  of  the  Presidency  and 
take  the  oath  of  office  in  an  airplane  Wixh  the 
jet  motors  roaring  in  a  Dallas  airport. 

That  day,  when  I  took  the  oath  and  be- 
came the  36th  President  of  this  country,  I 
said  v^ith  God's  help  and  with  your  prayers, 
I  would  do  the  best  I  could.  I  have  done 
that  every  day  I  have  been  your  President. 

Thirty-four  years  ago,  before  most  of  you 
were  born,  late  one  afternoon  I  left  Sam 
Houston  High  School  to  go  to  Washington, 
and  I  remember  the  school  paper  said,  "We 
predict  that  we  will  hear  some  more  about 


Mr.  Johnson."  I  guess  that  somehow  or 
other  they  anticipated  that  I  might  be  com- 
ing back  here  to  see  you  tonight. 

I  have  been  all  over  this  Nation.  I  have 
been  in  49  States,  and  I  have  landed  in  44 
of  them.  I  have  flown  over  the  others.  But 
Mrs.  Johnson  went  to  Alabama  and  Mis- 
sissippi that  I  didn't  get  to  stop  in.  I  flew 
over  them.  And  Luci  went  to  North  Dakota 
and  South  Dakota.  I  didn't  get  to  land  in 
them.  I  flew  over  them.  And  Lynda  went 
to  Hawaii. 

With  the  help  of  my  loving  family  we  have 
been  in  49  of  the  50  States  and  we  have  tried 
so  hard  to  be  President  of  all  the  people,  for 
all  the  people. 

We  have  tried  to  reason  with  the  leaders 
of  the  world,  and  I  saw  85  from  120 
countries. 

We  have  tried  to  bring  peace  and  brother- 
hood among  our  fellow  men. 

We  have  tried  to  find  jobs  for  every  man 
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and  woman  that  wanted  to  work,  and  5 
million  more  people  are  working  today  than 
were  working  when  Jack  Kennedy  and  I 
took  the  oath  of  office  4  years  ago. 

We  have  tried  to  improve  the  working 
conditions  and  the  standard  of  living  for  all 
of  our  people.  And  the  working  people  of 
this  country  in  the  last  11  months  that  I 
have  been  President  drew  $60  billion  more 
in  wages  than  they  did  the  11  months  before, 
after  taxes.  We  are  working  fewer  hours 
per  day  and  fewer  days  per  week,  and  we 
have  more  leisure  time.  The  average  manu- 
facturing wage  is  $104  per  week,  which  is 
the  highest  in  the  history  of  the  United  States 
for  our  working  people. 

We  have  tried  to  improve  the  education  of 
our  children.  We  have  in  our  platform  and 
we  have  in  our  program  that  we  believe  and 
we  hope  and  we  will  work  toward  an  edu- 
cation for  every  boy  and  girl  in  this  country 
to  the  extent  that  he  can  use  it.  All  that  he 
can  take  is  his  right  when  he  is  born  in 
America. 

We  believe  that  our  elder  citizens  should 
be  able  to  live  their  life  in  decency  and 
dignity,  and  we  are  preparing  a  program 
for  medical  care  for  our  elder  citizens.  We 
propose  to  improve  and  to  strengthen  the 
social  security  system  that  a  Democratic 
President  first  gave  America,  and  we  don't 
intend  to  make  it  voluntary  and  ruin  it, 
either. 

So  we  came  home  tonight  to  tell  you  just 
some  of  the  things  that  we  have  been  telling 
the  people  from  Maine  to  Oregon,  from  New 
Orleans,  La.,  to  Massachusetts.  I  am  par- 
ticularly happy  to  be  here  on  the  North  Side 
because  you  have  one  of  the  ablest  and  one 
of  the  most  powerful  and  one  of  the  most 
effective  Congressmen  in  all  the  United 
States,  and  one  of  my  best  friends,  Albert 
Thomas. 

I  am  happy  to  have  my  friend  Bob  Casey 


on  the  platform  with  me  tonight.  He  is  a 
hard  working,  able  Congressman  who  tries 
to  serve  his  constituents  and  their  views  at 
all  times,  and  I  am  happy  that  he  honored 
me  by  coming  here  with  me. 

Then  I  want  to  ask  you  and  tell  you  some- 
thing else  about  Texas.  Texas  is  a  great 
State.  It  is  a  growing  State.  It  is  a  grow- 
ing State  and  Houston  is  leading  the  way  for 
all  the  rest  of  the  country. 

When  President  Kennedy  was  assassi- 
nated, he  left  51  bills  that  represented  major 
improvements,  and  practically  every  one  of 
those  bills  w^as  for  the  average  citizen  or  to 
improve  the  lot  of  the  working  people,  or  to 
help  make  America  better.  And  the  other 
night  when  the  Congress  had  come  and  gone, 
it  was  almost  midnight,  I  was  sitting  there 
in  the  White  House  and  I  was  looking  over 
that  list  of  51  bills  that  he  left  me  to  carry 
on  for  him.  And  we  had  passed  every  one 
of  those  51  bills  that  he  left  through  the 
United  States  Senate,  and  there  is  no  Senator 
from  any  State  of  the  Union  at  any  time  that 
ever  gave  a  President's  program  more  loyal 
support  than  your  able  and  your  eloquent 
and  your  good  and  your  hard  working 
Senator  Ralph  Yarborough. 

Many  of  those  bills  improve  working  con- 
ditions for  working  people.  Many  of 
those  bills  improve  education  for  our  chil- 
dren. Many  of  those  bills  aided  veterans 
who  had  carried  our  flag  around  the  world 
in  two  world  wars,  and  who  now  look  to 
their  Government  for  recognition  and  for 
assistance.  I  am  proud  to  say  that  on  every 
one  of  those  bills,  when  they  called  the  roll, 
Ralph  Yarborough  was  standing  up  fighting 
and  voting  for  the  people. 

I  don't  know  what  is  going  to  happen  to- 
morrow, but  I  know  what  I  am  going  to  do. 
I  am  going  to  get  up  early,  and  I  am  going 
down  to  that  Johnson  City,  Tex.,  courthouse 
and  I  am  going  to  put  a  vote  in  for  Ralph 
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Yarborough,  and  I  am  not  going  to  do  it 
just  because  I  like  him  or  because  he  is  a 
friend.  I  am  going  to  do  it  because  I  think 
that  he  has  loyally  and  effectively  worked 
for  the  Democratic  program  for  all  the  peo- 
ple, and  I  want  to  be  President  of  all  the 
people. 

You  have  a  precious  privilege  that  many 
people  in  many  countries  don't  have.  Some 
of  them  are  fighting  for  it  and  many  of  them 
would  die  for  it,  and  a  good  many  have  died 
in  order  that  you  might  have  it.  That  is  the 
right  to  go  and  cast  a  secret  vote.  There  are 
great  interests  at  work  in  the  world  that 
would  take  from  you  some  of  the  things  that 
you  now  enjoy.  They  talk  about  making 
your  social  security  voluntary.  They  talk 
about  collective  bargaining.  They  talk 
about  repealing  a  lot  of  laws  that  have  been 
passed  for  labor.  They  talk  about  throwing 
away  the  TV  A. 

Tomorrow  you  are  going  to  decide  the 


kind  of  leadership  that  you  want  for  this 
country.  I  don't  know  what  you  are  going 
to  decide,  but  I  hope  you  will  go  early,  I 
hope  you  will  see  that  your  neighbors  go,  I 
hope  you  will  vote  for  Albert  Thomas,  Ralph 
Yarborough,  Governor  Connally,  and  those 
of  you  from  Bob  Casey's  district,  for  Bob 
Casey,  and  if  you  are  feeling  good  and  don't 
forget  it,  I  sure  know  Hubert  Humphrey  and 
I  would  appreciate  it  if  you  would  throw 
one  in  for  us. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  Sam  Houston  Senior 
High  School  in  Houston,  Tex.  In  his  opening 
words  he  referred  to  Edgar  L.  Ball,  Monsignor  Paul 
Pieri,  pastor  of  the  St.  Rose  of  Lima  Church  in 
Houston,  and  Representative  Albert  Thomas,  Senator 
Ralph  Yarborough  and  Representative  Bob  Casey, 
all  of  Texas.  Later  he  referred  to  Governor  John  B. 
Connally  of  Texas. 

Early  in  his  remarks  the  President  referred  to  the 
time,  December  1931,  when  he  left  Sam  Houston 
High  School,  where  he  was  a  teacher  of  speech  and 
debate  coach,  to  go  to  Washington  to  work  as  secre- 
tary to  Representative  Richard  M.  Kleberg  of  Texas. 
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Congressman  Casey,  Congressman  Thomas, 
Senator  Yarborough,  Mrs,  Yarborough,  Mrs, 
Thomas: 

I  have  been  coming  to  Pasadena  for  a  long 
time,  and  Albert  Thomas  used  to  tell  me 
every  time  I  came  to  Houston  I  had  to  come 
to  Pasadena.  I  came  here  and  led  your 
parade.  Nov^  Bob  Casey  is  telling  me  to 
come  here — and  Ralph  Yarborough — my 
good  friends,  tonight. 

We  all  decided  before  v^e  left  Houston 
and  got  away  from  all  the  skyscrapers  and 
went  up  to  the  capital  of  Texas  to  close 
the  campaign — the  campaign  that  has  taken 
my  family  into  49  States,  where  I  visited  44 
States  myself  since  Labor  Day — that  we 
would  come  out  here  to  Pasadena  and  say 


"hello"  and  thank  you  all,  because  we  know 
you  are  going  to  vote  Democratic  tomorrow. 

I  haven't  come  here  tonight  to  say  any- 
thing ugly  about  my  opponent,  sling  any 
mud,  do  any  muckraking,  talk  about  any- 
body. I  don't  hate  anyone.  I  try  to  love 
everybody.  I  "love  thy  neighbor  as  thy- 
self," and  I  hope  you  do,  too. 

We  are  trying  to  live  in  a  world  with  120 
other  nations  and  they  have  their  plans  and 
their  programs  and  their  ideas.  They  are 
different  colors,  they  have  different  religions, 
they  have  different  atmospheres,  they  have 
different  temperatures.  Most  of  them  are 
hungry,  most  of  them  have  illiteracy,  pov- 
erty, and  disease.  They  have  old  feuds  that 
involve  us,  that  are  never  our  troubles,  but 
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they  have  had  trouble  getting  along  with 
themselves. 

But  v^^e  have  learned  this:  that  v^hen  war 
breaks  out  anyplace  in  the  world,  it  usually 
involves  us.  We  are  the  strongest  and  the 
most  powerful  nation  in  the  world.  So  for 
20  years,  since  World  War  II,  we  have  done 
our  best  to  find  a  way  to  live  with  other 
people. 

Arthur  Vandenberg  was  a  great  Republi- 
can Senator,  and  he  worked  with  President 
Harry  Truman,  a  Democratic  President,  to 
have  a  foreign  policy,  a  bipartisan  policy. 
They  stopped  the  Communists  in  Greece 
and  Turkey. 

Then  President  Eisenhower  came  along  as 
a  Republican  President.  I  was  Democratic 
leader  of  the  Senate.  I  worked  with  Presi- 
dent Eisenhower  in  the  Suez  crisis  and  the 
U-2  incident,  in  the  Strait  of  Formosa. 

Some  of  them  said  to  me,  "Why  don't  you 
take  advantage  of  the  mistakes  that  have 
been  made?  Why  don't  you  get  up  and 
criticize  and  point  out  all  the  errors?" 

I  said,  "Because  I  don't  think  that  we 
ought  to  use  foreign  policy  as  an  issue,  that 
we  ought  to  try  to  capitalize  on  anything 
that  might  be  misunderstood  by  foreign 
countries.  He  is  the  only  President  we 
have,  and  I  am  going  to  support  that  Presi- 
dent, because  if  I  make  him  weaker  I  make 
America  weaker." 

So  the  Democratic  leadership,  I,  supported 
President  Eisenhower  95  percent  of  the  time 
in  the  year  i960  when  my  opponent  in  this 
race,  a  Republican,  supported  his  own  Presi- 
dent only  25  percent  of  the  time. 

But  we  let  politics  stop  at  the  water's 
edge,  and  we  tried  to  unite  our  country. 
That  is  what  I  have  tried  to  do  in  this  cam- 
paign. I  have  tried  to  say  to  our  people 
that  I  think  our  President  ought  to  keep 
control  of  nuclear  weapons  instead  of  turn- 
ing   them    over    to    various    commanders 
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throughout  the  world. 

I  have  said  that  I  thought  our  people 
ought  to  be  united  instead  of  divided,  and 
I  have  tried  to  preach  love  instead  of  preach 
hate.  I  have  tried  to  preach  faith  instead 
of  preach  doubt.  I  have  tried  to  bring  our 
people  together  and  heal  our  wounds  in- 
stead of  make  them  angry  and  fighting  each 
other.  I  think  that  we  do  have  a  more 
united  people  as  a  result  of  what  I  have  done 
in  this  campaign  and  I  think  tomorrow  night 
you  will  hear  something  about  that  unity 
in  America  when  you  hear  the  returns  come 
in. 

I  hope  that  Pasadena  will  set  the  example 
for  the  rest  of  the  Nation.  I  hope  you  will 
do  it  by  voting  for  your  Democratic  Con- 
gressman Bob  Casey,  who  works  for  this 
district.  I  hope  you  will  do  it  by  going 
early  and  voting  for  your  able,  strong.  United 
States  Senator  Ralph  Yarborough.  And  if 
any  of  you  happen  to  be  over  in  Albert 
Thomas'  district,  drop  in  and  vote  for  him. 

We  have  a  Democratic  team  and  I  hope 
that  you  will  realize  that  the  Democratic 
Party  is  the  party  of  the  people.  It  is  the 
best  party  for  the  people.  It  is  the  party 
that  recognizes  that  the  people  of  this  coun- 
try have  interest  and  have  concern  and  have 
a  partnership  with  Government,  and  we 
ought  to  vote  the  Democratic  ticket  from 
the  courthouse  to  the  White  House — and  I 
hope  you  do  tomorrow. 

The  Democratic  Party  believes  in  the 
working  people.  It  is  the  party  that  has 
declared  it  a  part  of  its  policy  that  every 
man  and  woman  in  this  country  who  wants 
a  job  ought  to  have  a  job  and  ought  to  be 
able  to  work.  It  is  the  party  that  has  im- 
proved our  living  conditions,  improved  our 
higher  standards  of  living.  It  brought  us 
the  minimum  wage.  It  brought  us  the 
maximum  hours. 
Today  we  have  an  average  manufactur- 
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ing  wage  in  this  country  of  $104  a  week,  the 
highest  in  the  history  of  the  Nation,  and 
we  put  5  million  extra  people  to  work  since 
John  F.  Kennedy  took  the  oath  of  office 
as  President  and  I  took  the  oath  of  office  as 
Vice  President  in  1961. 

You  will  make  a  decision  tomorrow  as 
to  the  kind  of  leadership  that  you  want  for 
this  country.  It  was  1 1  months  and  1 1  days 
ago  as  a  result  of  a  terrible  tragedy  that  I 
became  your  President.  I  had  served  for 
over  3  years  by  President  Kennedy's  side  as 
his  Vice  President,  the  second  Vice  Presi- 
dent from  Texas.  I  am  the  first  President 
that  Texas  has  ever  had. 

You  will  determine  tomorrow  whether 
after  11  months  and  11  days  I  shall  continue 
for  another  4  years  in  the  White  House  or 
whether  I  shall  leave.  I  leave  that  decision 
to  you. 

I  have  tried  as  best  I  could  to  lead  this 
country  to  peace  and  lead  this  country  to 
prosperity.  I  have  tried  to  be  President 
of  all  the  people.  I  have  tried  to  treat  every 
man  equally.  I  have  tried  to  protect  his 
constitutional  rights. 

I  sat  with  President  Kennedy  during  some 
very  dark  days  of  this  Republic.  It  was  only 
2  years  ago  this  month  when  we  had  the 
Cuba  missile  crisis.  I  attended  38  meetings 
of  the  National  Security  Council. 

The  Soviet  Union  had  moved  their  mis- 
siles into  Cuba,  90  miles  from  the  United 
States.  They  had  them  trained  on  this  coun- 
try. Mr.  Khrushchev  and  Mr.  Kennedy, 
both  leaders  of  great  powers,  were  there  eye- 
ball to  eyeball  looking  at  each  other,  almost 
with  a  knife  at  each  other's  ribs,  just  hold- 
ing it  steady  and  not  showing  any  weakness, 
either  one. 

The  Army  came  in  with  all  the  generals 
and  the  Air  Force  with  all  their  stars,  and 
the  Navy  with  their  gold  braid,  and  the  best 
minds  that  we  had  in  America  tried  to  advise 


us  what  to  do.  Some  men  were  saying, 
"Send  in  the  Marines."  Some  men  were 
saying,  "Let's  load  our  bombs  and  get  go- 
ing." Some  said,  *'Let's  have  an  invasion 
before  it  is  too  late." 

Thirty-eight  times  we  met  in  serious 
meetings  of  that  Security  Council  in  the  Cab- 
inet Room.  I  never  left  home  a  single  morn- 
ing when  I  knew  whether  I  would  see  my 
wife  and  daughters  again  that  night.  But 
that  was  an  experience  that  I  will  never  for- 
get, and  I  think  most  of  you  remember. 

I  am  mighty  happy  that  during  that  period 
when  the  hotheads  were  around  and  when 
people  were  yelling  all  kinds  of  advice,  that 
the  coolest,  the  calmest,  the  ablest  man  in 
that  room  was  the  man  that  you  had  selected 
as  Commander  in  Chief,  your  President, 
John  Fitzgerald  Kennedy.  He  tried  his  best 
to  serve  you,  but  he  was  given  only  3 
years,  and  he  was  taken  from  us. 

I  had  no  time  to  go  to  the  library  and  no 
time  to  call  in  any  advisers.  I  had  to  pick 
up  on  a  moment's  notice.  Albert  Thomas 
just  happened  to  be  standing  there  with  me. 
He  was  in  the  Air  Force  One  when  I  took  the 
oath  of  office,  and  the  jet  motors  were  roar- 
ing in  the  background  and  we  had  to  take  off 
in  the  plane,  get  it  off  the  ground. 

I  have  done  the  best  I  could  to  serve  this 
Nation  and  serve  the  world.  If  you  want  me 
to  continue,  then  I  pledge  you  that  I  will  con- 
tinue to  be  President  of  all  the  people,  and 
work  for  your  welfare,  work  for  the  peace 
of  your  families,  work  for  the  prosperity  of 
all  of  my  people. 

I  am  glad  to  be  back  in  Pasadena  tonight. 
I  love  the  people  of  Texas.  I  love  you  peo- 
ple. I  thank  you  for  coming  and  honoring 
me.  I  hope  that  you  will  go  to  the  polls  to- 
morrow. I  hope  you  will  go  early,  I  hope 
you  will  stay  long. 

I  hope  you  will  see  that  all  your  neighbors 
and  your  uncles  and  your  cousins  and  your 
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aunts  will  vote,  and  I  hope  you  will  give  us 
the  greatest  Democratic  victory  that  Texas 
has  ever  had! 

Thank  you,  and  don't  forget  Senator  Yar- 
borough.  Congressman  Casey,  Congressman 
Thomas,  and  if  you  can,  you  put  in  a  vote  for 
Hubert  Humphrey  and  Lyndon  Johnson,  too. 


note:  The  President  spoke  on  the  grounds  of  the 
First  Pasadena  State  Bank  in  Pasadena,  Tex.  His 
opening  words  referred  to  Representative  Bob  Casey, 
Representative  and  Mrs.  Albert  Thomas,  and  Senator 
and  Mrs.  Ralph  Yarborough,  all  of  Texas. 

The  text  of  remarks  of  Mrs.  Johnson  and  daugh- 
ter Luci,  both  of  w^hom  spoke  briefly,  was  also 
released. 


763     Remarks  at  the  State  Capitol  in  Austin,  Texas. 
November  2,  1964 


Governor  Connolly,  Congressman  Pic\le, 
my  old  friend  and  your  able  Congressman 
who  is  ma\ing  such  an  e-ffective  imprint  in 
Washington: 

Jake  Pickle  has  again  put  me  in  his  debt 
tonight  by  the  wonderful  leadership  that  he 
has  given  to  this  meeting.  I  want  to  tell 
you  how  proud  all  of  us  in  Washington  who 
love  Texas  are  of  Jake  and  Beryl  for  the 
fine  contribution  they  are  making  in  the  Na- 
tion's Capital. 

I  can  never  repay,  but  I  can  always  be 
grateful,  for  that  dear  friend,  that  loyal 
ally,  through  thick  and  thin,  through  right 
and  wrong,  for  more  than  25  years,  the  be- 
loved and  the  able  and  great  Governor  of 
this  State,  John  Connally. 

I  am  proud  that  I  can  say  to  the  people 
of  my  home  State  tonight  that  the  senior 
Senator  from  Texas  has  been  an  unwavering 
supporter  and  a  dedicated  fighter  for  the 
President's  program  in  the  United  States 
Senate  from  top  to  bottom. 

I  am  grateful  to  the  able  Lieutenant  Gov- 
ernor of  this  State  for  honoring  me  by  his 
presence  on  this  platform,  and  I  appre- 
ciate his  dedicated  service  to  the  people  of 
the  Lone  Star  State. 

For  many  years  I  have  enjoyed  a  warm 
personal  friendship  with  your  brilliant  young 
Attorney  General,  and  I  thank  him  for  com- 


ing here  tonight  with  his  charming  wife  to 
welcome  us. 

Mayor  Palmer,  I  think  you  started  some- 
thing when  you  made  this  Lyndon  Johnson 
Day  in  Austin  and  John  extended  it  to  Texas. 
If  it  is  without  objection  from  the  crowd, 
I  will  just  make  it  Lyndon  Johnson  Day  in 
the  entire  Nation  tomorrow. 

One  thing  that  distinguishes  the  Demo- 
cratic Party,  or  at  least  did  until  recently, 
from  the  other  party,  is  that  we  didn't  always 
see  everything  alike  within  our  party,  and 
we  reserved  the  right  to  be  independent. 
There  is  no  more  independent  delegation  in 
the  country  than  the  Texas  delegation.  But 
when  the  chips  are  down  and  when  you  need 
them,  and  the  going  gets  rough,  and  the 
enemy  gets  tough,  the  first  ones  I  look  to  are 
these  boys  from  Texas. 

Old  Tom  O'Brien,  the  dean  of  the  Chi- 
cago delegation,  came  over  to  the  Senate 
one  time  and  said,  "I  have  to  get  a  little 
private  bill  passed."  And  I  told  him  how 
difficult  it  would  be  to  pass  it. 

He  said,  "Let  me  tell  you  something.  I 
have  been  in  the  House  for  30  years.  Mr. 
Rayburn  has  been  sitting  up  there  as  Speak- 
er and  just  when  the  roll  call  gets  tight  he 
motions  that  little  finger  and  says,  *Tom, 
come  up  here  to  the  desk.'  And  he  leans 
over  and  whispers,  *Tom,  get  those  Chicago 
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fellows  in  line.'  And  I  always  got  Chicago 
in  line.  Now,  I  want  Texas  to  get  in  line 
and  help  us." 

Well,  now,  once  in  a  while  I  have  to  say 
to  these  Congressmen  from  Texas,  "Fellows, 
please  help  us  get  in  line  here.  There  is  a 
little  heavy  lifting  to  do." 

I  want  to  express  publicly  my  deep  appre- 
ciation for  their  devoted  service  to  this  State. 
Even  though  sometimes  they  have  disagreed 
with  me,  they  have  always  tried  to  be  helpful 
and  have  been  responsible  largely  for  such 
success  as  I  have  enjoyed  in  the  11  months 
and  II  days  I  have  been  President.  That 
is  Congressman  George  Mahon,  who  has 
come  all  the  way  from  Lubbock,  the  Chair- 
man of  the  House  Appropriations  Commit- 
tee; my  friends  Bob  Poage  and  "Tiger" 
Teague  and  John  Young;  and  my  dear 
daddy's  friend  Wright  Patman,  and  my 
friend  for  many  years. 

My  father  told  me  when  I  went  to  Wash- 
ington 27  years  ago  and  caught  that  train 
down  at  the  station,  and  I  got  up  on  it,  the 
last  thing  he  told  me  was,  "Son,  when  you 
get  ready  to  vote  and  you  are  in  doubt,  and 
there  will  be  times  when  you  are  in  doubt 
and  you  don't  know  whether  to  say  yes  or 
no,  and  they  start  calling  the  roll,  just  pass 
and  wait  until  Wright  Patman  votes  and 
then  vote  like  he  does,  because  I  was  his 
deskmate  in  the  House  of  Representatives 
and  he  always  voted  for  the  people." 

I  want  to  particularly  thank  my  friend 
Hunter  McLean,  who  has  been  a  devoted 
friend  for  many  years  and  made  many  sacri- 
fices for  me.  He  used  to  limit  himself  to  the 
Fort  Worth  district,  but  now  the  assignment 
is  getting  a  litde  more  diflScult  and  he  has 
had  to  take  in  all  Texas.  I  don't  know,  if 
things  don't  go  as  well  as  we  expect  them  to 
tomorrow,  we  may  have  to  ask  him  to  help 
us  in  the  Nation. 


I  appreciate  all  the  wives  of  the  officials 
here  tonight,  particularly  Nellie  coming  and 
lending  charm  and  grace  to  this  platform, 
and  bringing  back  memories  of  many  years, 
and  the  presence  of  Mrs.  Yarborough,  Mrs. 
Connally,  Mrs.  Pickle,  and  the  others, 

I  came  home  to  this  city  tonight.  It  is  the 
city  I  love,  and  I  wanted  to  be  with  the  people 
I  love  on  the  night  before.  As  I  came  up  to 
the  stage  tonight,  I  saw  a  good  many  people 
that  came  out  to  my  house  one  Sunday  after- 
noon and  asked  me  to  run  for  Congress. 
One  of  them  is  Miller  Ainsworth,  from 
Luling,  just  standing  here  at  the  edge  of 
the  platform. 

You  are  among  my  oldest  and  closest 
friends.  I  cannot  say,  but  I  think  you  will 
know,  what  is  in  my  heart  tonight.  What- 
ever I  am,  whatever  I  have  to  offer  my  coun- 
try, you  are  a  part  of  it. 

I  don't  think  you  will  want  and  I  don't 
think  you  would  expect  a  campaign  speech 
tonight,  for  the  campaign  is  really  over.  I 
have  been  in  44  States,  and  Lady  Bird, 
Lynda,  and  Luci  have  been  in  49.  Tonight 
I  can  look  back  with  you  and  I  hope  look 
ahead. 

If  it  is  America's  decision  tomorrow  that 
I  maintain  her  trust,  the  days  ahead  will  go 
forward  as  they  have  ever  since  I  came  to 
Austin  30  years  ago. 

All  of  these  years  have  been  in  prepara- 
tion for  this  responsibility. 

It  was  here  in  Austin  that  I  first  learned 
that  America  is  many  people,  from  many 
countries,  speaking  many  languages,  many 
colors,  with  many  different  ideas,  but  mov- 
ing always  closer  and  closer  together.  And 
ever  since,  I  have  built  my  public  life  on  the 
conviction  that  progress  depends  heavily  on 
the  narrowing  of  differences. 

I  do  not  accept  Government  as  just  the 
"art  of  the  practicable."    It  is  the  business  of 
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deciding  what  is  right  and  then  finding  the 
way  to  do  it. 

Usually  the  way  is  to  get  rid  of  the  under- 
brush of  misunderstanding,  because  most 
people  want  the  same  things  and  dream  the 
same  dreams.  More  and  more  as  I  have 
traveled  in  the  world  and  as  I  have  traveled 
around  this  land  I  am  sure  that  this  is  as 
true  around  the  globe  as  it  was  30  years  ago 
here  in  Austin.  We  will  have  peace  when 
we  can  get  the  world's  nations  to  understand 
each  other  as  well  as  the  people  in  those 
nations  do. 

It  was  here  that  I  first  learned  with  you  in 
the  days  of  the  depression  that  failure  is 
man's  fault — and  that  he  can  repair  that 
failure. 

It  was  here,  as  a  barefoot  boy  around  my 
daddy's  desk  in  that  great  hall  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  where  he  served  for  six 
terms  and  where  my  grandfather  served 
ahead  of  him,  that  I  first  learned  that  govern- 
ment is  not  an  enemy  of  the  people.  It  is  the 
people. 

The  only  attacks  that  I  have  resented  in 
this  campaign  are  the  charges  which  are 
based  on  the  idea  that  the  Presidency  is  some- 
thing apart  from  the  people,  opposed  to 
them,  against  them. 

I  learned  here,  when  I  was  the  NYA  ad- 
ministrator, that  poverty  and  ignorance  are 
the  only  basic  weaknesses  of  a  free  society, 
and  that  both  of  them  are  only  bad  habits 
and  can  be  stopped. 

I  learned  here  that  the  only  honest  govern- 
ment is  a  frugal  government,  and  that  a 
public  servant  can  be  both  thrifty  and 
progressive. 

It  is  not  a  matter  of  reducing  public  serv- 
ice.   It  is  a  matter  of  reducing  public  waste. 

I  did  not  mean  to  speak  so  personally. 

A  very  different  part  of  history  is  heavy 
on  my  mind  tonight.  I  want  to  complete 
here  tonight  a  journey  that  was  cut  short  11 


months  and  11  days  ago.  On  that  tragic 
morning  when  John  Kennedy  was  coming  to 
Austin,  he  carried  with  him  a  speech  that 
he  intended  to  deliver  here  that  night. 

He  would  have  said  then,  and  so  I  am 
going  to  say  it  for  him  now: 

"This  country  is  moving  and  it  must  not 
stop.  It  cannot  stop.  For  this  is  a  time  of 
courage  and  a  time  for  challenge.  Neither 
conformity  nor  complacency  will  do. 
Neither  the  fanatics  nor  the  faint-hearted  are 
needed.  And  our  duty  as  a  party  is  not  to 
our  party  alone,  but  to  the  Nation,  and,  in- 
deed to  all  mankind.  Our  duty  is  not 
merely  the  preservation  of  political  power 
but  the  preservation  of  peace  and  freedom. 

"So  let  us  not  be  petty  when  our  cause  is  so 
great.  .  .  .  Let  us  stand  together  with  re- 
newed confidence  in  our  cause — ^united  in 
our  heritage  of  the  past  and  our  hopes  for  the 
future — and  determined  that  this  land  we 
love  shall  lead  all  mankind  on  to  the  frontiers 
of  peace  and  abundance." 

Those  words  were  President  Kennedy's 
words  and  they  are  etched  on  our  minds  and 
in  our  history  by  the  acid  of  tragedy,  and  the 
ideals  that  they  set  forth  will  be  that  much 
stronger  for  it. 

And  now  we  look  ahead.  For  those  who 
look  backward  to  the  past  will  surely  lose 
their  future. 

Tomorrow  is  a  fateful  day  for  our  Nation 
and  for  the  world. 

Its  prize  will  not  be  the  Presidency.  It 
will  be  progress  for  America,  and  it  will  be 
peace  for  the  world. 

Around  the  world  tonight,  millions  watch 
and  wait.  A  stillness  is  on  the  earth  tonight, 
in  London  and  in  Moscow,  in  Peking  and  in 
Cuba,  in  humble  huts  and  in  mighty  palaces 
around  the  world.  Yes,  millions  enslaved 
and  millions  free  await  to  hear  your  decision 
tomorrow.  On  that  decision  rests  our  fu- 
ture, and  largely  theirs,  and  the  future  of  our 
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children,  and  largely  theirs. 

And  if  it  is  my  lot  to  serve  my  Nation  fur- 
ther, I  will  say  simply,  as  I  did  when  I  took 
that  oath  in  Dallas  11  months  and  11  days 
ago:  "With  God's  help  and  yours,  I  will 
just  do  the  best  I  can." 

Beyond  that,  I  want  to  add  only  that  it 
seems  to  me  tonight  here  in  Austin,  the  great 
capital  of  this  great  State,  that  I  have  spent 
my  life  getting  ready  for  this  moment. 

So  have  we  all. 

The  rest  is  only  dedication. 

But  before  I  say  good  night,  and  go  up  to 
the  little  place  where  I  was  born  on  the  banks 
of  the  Pedernales,  I  want  to  tell  you  that  I  am 
thinking  of  many  who  are  here  tonight  and 
thinking  how  rich  I  am  in  your  friendship. 
I  am  thinking  of  many  who  are  not  here, 
like  Governor  Allred  who  used  to  be  over 
there.  Mayor  Miller  that  used  to  be  down 
there,  Mr.  Perry  that  used  to  be  out  here. 
Dr.  Givens  who  used  to  be  over  there — I 
could  spend  all  night  reminiscing,  but  I 
won't. 

But  I  do  have  the  good  fortune  to  have 
been  blessed  with  the  greatest  family  that  any 
man  could  have.  And  I  want  each  one  of 
them,  in  case  something  ever  happens  to  me, 
to  have  the  friendship  that  I  have  had,  be- 
cause there  is  nothing  that  is  as  rewarding, 
there  is  nothing  that  is  as  enriching,  there 
is  nothing  that  gives  man's  life  the  fulfill- 
ment as  the  bonds  of  understanding  that 
exist  between  you  and  me. 

Lady  Bird  started  out  with  me  here  in 
Austin  30  years  ago,  and  10  years  later  Lynda 
came  along,  and  then  in  3  or  4  years,  Luci. 

Against  my  advice,  Lady  Bird  got  on  the 
train  and  went  all  through  the  South  and 
made  49  speeches  in  8  or  10  Southern  States. 
She  came  to  see  the  people  that  she  was 
raised  with,  and  saw  the  people  that  she 
loved,  and  she  also  saw  some  ugly  signs 
along  the  route  and  she  heard  some  ugly 


things.  But  she  went  direct  to  them,  face  to 
face. 

Little  Luci  has  been  in  22  States  and  she 
came  back  the  other  day  and  said,  **Daddy, 
I  have  been  in  the  Dakotas  and  Nebraska  this 
weekend  and  I  haven't  had  a  single  free 
weekend  since  last  May.  Do  you  think  that 
is  right  for  a  17-year-old?"  Well,  she  is 
going  to  have  a  free  weekend,  thank  the 
Lord,  if  the  good  Lord  is  willing  and  the 
creeks  don't  rise,  this  weekend. 

And  Lynda  has  been  all  the  way  from 
Hawaii  to  New  York  City,  and  everywhere 
she  has  gone  she  has  carried  the  story  of 
Texas.  She  has  left  your  footprints  some- 
where around  the  line. 

So  if  you  will  just  indulge  us  3  or  4  more 
minutes,  I  want  them  to  say  hello  to  you.  I 
will  start  out  with  Lady  Bird  and  let  her 
introduce  the  others.  In  the  meantime,  I 
won't  be  back,  but  God  bless  you  and  I  love 
you  all. 

[At  this  point  Mrs,  Johnson  spo\e.  "November  and 
Austin  have  been  for  the  Johnsons  inseparable 
through  the  years,"  she  said,  "so  there  was  no  ques- 
tion in  our  mind  when  we  planned  where  we  would 
be  spending  election  eve.  It  was  sure  to  be  right  here 
with  you.*'  There  were  many  there,  she  felt  sure, 
who  would  remember  "27  years  ago  when  Lyndon's 
name  first  appeared  on  the  ballot  in  Texas."  She 
concluded  by  expressing  appreciation  for  the  faith 
and  support  of  their  friends  over  the  years.  Follow- 
ing Mrs,  Johnson's  remar\s,  daughters  Lynda  and 
Luci  spoke  briefly.  The  President  then  resumed 
speaking.] 

Now  let's  go  home  and  have  a  good  night's 
sleep  and  pray  for  each  other  and  get  up  and 
go  vote  early  in  the  morning  the  Democratic 
ticket  from  the  courthouse  to  the  White 
House. 

Thank  you. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  10  p.m.  in  front  of 
the  State  Capitol  Building  in  Austin,  Tex.  In  his 
opening  words  he  referred  to  Governor  John  B.  Con- 
nally  and  Representative  J.  J.  Pickle,  of  Texas. 
Later  he  referred  to  Mrs.  J.  J.  (Beryl)  Pickle,  Senator 
Ralph  Yarborough,  senior  U.S.  Senator  from  Texas, 
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Lieutenant  Governor  Preston  Smith,  Attorney  Gen- 
eral Waggoner  Carr,  Mayor  Lester  A.  Palmer  of 
Austin,  all  of  Texas,  and  former  Representative 
Thomas  J.  O'Brien  of  Illinois.  He  also  referred  to, 
among  others.  Representatives  George  H.  Mahon,  W. 
R.  Poage,  Olin  E.  Teague,  John  Young,  and  Wright 
Patman,  of  Texas,  Hunter  McLean,  Texas  State  co- 


ordinator for  the  Johnson-Humphrey  campaign,  Mrs. 
John  B.  (Nellie)  Connally,  Mrs.  Ralph  Yarborough, 
Miller  Ainsv^^orth  of  Luling,  Tex.,  James  V.  AUred, 
Governor  of  Texas,  1 935-1 939,  Tom  Miller,  former 
mayor  of  Austin,  Edgar  H.  Perry,  and  Dr.  Everett 
Givens  of  Austin. 


764    Radio  and  Television  Address  to  the  American  People 
on  Election  Eve.    November  2,  1964 


My  fellow  Americans: 

I  am  here  in  the  White  House  with  Mrs. 
Johnson  and  Lynda  and  Luci. 

In  a  little  while  Mrs.  Johnson  and  I  will 
go  to  Texas  to  vote  and  to  await  the  election 
returns.  It  is  appropriate  that  the  White 
House  should  be  empty  tomorrow,  for  you 
will  be  selecting  the  man  who  will  live  here 
for  the  next  4  years.  Whatever  your  deci- 
sion, I  want  to  thank  all  of  you  for  the  sup- 
port that  you  have  given  me. 

Eleven  months  and  eleven  days  ago  I  came 
to  you  and  asked  your  help.  You  gave  me 
your  wisdom  and  your  strength  and  together 
we  made  this  a  year  of  memorable  achieve- 
ments. I  would  like  to  think  that  John 
Kennedy  tonight  knows  how  hard  we  have 
tried  to  measure  up  to  his  expectations. 

But  tonight  I  come  to  you  on  a  different 
basis.  I  ask  the  renewal  of  your  trust,  not  in 
a  dark  hour  of  tragedy,  but  on  your  confi- 
dence in  my  ability  to  be  an  instrument  of 
America's  purpose. 

I  have  campaigned  across  this  country — in 
44  States — discussing  the  issues,  learning 
from  your  views.  Lady  Bird  has  been  my 
closest  and  most  valuable  campaigner.  And 
I  want  her  to  tell  you  something  of  her  im- 
pressions of  the  last  few  weeks. 

[At  this  point  Mrs.   ]ohnson   spo\e  briefly.     The 
President  then  resumed  speaking.'] 

My  fellow  Americans,  election  day  is  both 


a  time  of  renewal  and  a  time  of  decision. 
You  will  renew  the  most  solemn  sacrament 
of  democracy — the  consent  of  the  governed 
from  which  the  just  powers  of  government 
derive. 

You  will  choose  the  President  of  the 
United  States. 

We  take  for  granted  this  right  of  ours. 
But  what  a  really  remarkable  thing  it  is! 

Our  forefathers  established  the  great  ex- 
periment of  democracy  in  a  world  where 
government  by  the  governed  had  been  ex- 
tinguished for  2,000  years.  Few  thought 
that  we  could  succeed.  But  we  did  succeed. 
And  the  light  of  that  success  now  illuminates 
much  of  the  world. 

Your  privilege  of  self-government  has  been 
granted  to  only  the  tiniest  fraction  of  all  those 
who  have  ever  lived  on  earth.  Your  vote  is 
a  victory  and  a  vindication  for  all  those  in 
every  age  who  suffered  for  the  ideal  of  de- 
mocracy. Treasure  it.  Take  pride  in  it, 
and  use  it. 

For  more  than  a  generation  this  Nation 
has  held  a  steady  and  consistent  course. 

I  remember  when  I  first  came  to  Wash- 
ington 32  years  ago.  The  people  who  sent 
me  to  Congress  were  poor  people.  Many 
were  hungry.  But  I  soon  saw  they  were 
only  a  few  of  the  victims  of  a  stricken  land. 
Their  recovery  would  only  come  as  the  en- 
tire Nation  recovered  and  grew  strong. 

I  watched,  and  sometimes  I  helped  a  little. 
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as  America  forged,  in  the  bitterness  of  com- 
mon disaster,  a  new  partnership  between 
Government  and  business  and  farmers  and 
workers. 

And  I  watched,  and  sometimes  helped,  as 
a  compassionate  Nation  built  new  protection 
for  the  helpless  and  the  needy. 

Those  measures  have  endured  these  30 
years.  Most  of  all  the  principles  have  en- 
dured. Each  part  of  our  society — Govern- 
ment and  private — has  accepted  its  responsi- 
bility to  work  within  the  framework  of  the 
common  welfare.  In  this  way  we  have  in- 
creased the  abundance  of  all. 

Over  the  years  we  have  built  on  these 
principles.  No  President  of  either  party  has 
ever  renounced  them  or  called  for  their  de- 
struction. They  are  the  basis  of  our  present 
prosperity,  they  are  our  hope  for  future 
abundance. 

I  ask  each  of  you  to  pause  for  a  moment 
tonight  in  your  homes,  with  your  families  by 
your  side,  and  ask  yourself  if  these  prin- 
ciples have  not  enlarged  your  freedom,  en- 
riched your  life,  and  strengthened  your 
confidence  in  your  children's  future.  It  is 
hard  to  believe  that  we  should  now  be  asked 
to  throw  them  all  away. 

Yet  today,  these  principles  are  all  under 
attack.  We  are  now  told  that  every  respon- 
sible leader  of  both  parties  has  been  wrong, 
and  that  the  American  people  have  been 
wrong  to  support  them. 

We  are  asked  to  dissolve  the  partnership 
between  Government  and  people.  We  are 
asked  to  cut  away  the  protections  for  the  old 
and  the  helpless. 

We  are  told  to  end  social  security  as  we 
have  known  it  and  as  every  President  has 
supported  it.  Time  and  time  and  time  again 
they  have  called  for  a  voluntary  program. 
But  payments  out  to  older  Americans  depend 
on   premiums    coming   in    from    working 


Americans.  A  voluntary  program  would 
drastically  reduce  such  payments  since 
workers  would  no  longer  have  to  pay.  The 
system,  I  think,  would  soon  be  on  the  edge 
of  bankruptcy.  And  such  a  program  is  sim- 
ply, I  believe,  an  indirect  way  to  destroy  our 
whole  social  security  system. 

And  almost  every  other  program,  from 
TVA  to  education  to  REA,  is  embraced  in 
this  unprecedented  and  wholesale  assault. 

Let  us  be  clear.  This  is  not  a  return  to 
the  past.  It  is  not  an  effort  to  even  preserve 
the  status  quo.  It  is  an  intention  to  shatter 
the  tested  foundation  of  our  economy.  And 
it  will  bring  disaster. 

Nor  does  this  attack  on  our  continuing 
traditions  stop  at  the  water's  edge. 

For  much  of  our  history  the  office  of  Presi- 
dent has  been  the  center  of  the  Nation, 
Twenty  years  ago  it  became  the  center  of 
the  world.  In  these  two  decades  since,  four 
Presidents — of  each  party — ^have  woven  the 
common  fabric  of  American  world  respon- 
sibility. 

We  are  now  told  that  in  foreign  affairs, 
as  well,  the  responsible  leaders  of  the  past 
have  been  wrong.  The  American  people 
have  been  wrong  to  support  them.  And  the 
free  world  has  been  wrong  to  welcome  our 
leadership. 

We  are  told  to  regard  as  fruitless  the 
search  for  lasting  agreements,  such  as  the 
test  ban  treaty. 

We  are  attacked  for  our  restraint  in  the 
use  of  our  mighty  power. 

We  are  told  to  ignore  or  discard  the  great 
dream  of  the  United  Nations. 

We  are  told  that  tactical  nuclear  weapons 
are  simply  a  new  kind  of  conventional  ex- 
plosive. 

If  these  views  prevail,  if  we  abandon  the 
proven  principles  of  both  parties,  I  have  no 
doubt  that  our  hopes  for  peace  and  the  cause 
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of  freedom  will  be  in  serious  peril. 

Let  there  be  no  mistake.  There  is  no 
check  or  protection  against  error  or  fool- 
hardiness  by  the  President  of  the  United 
States.  He,  alone,  makes  basic  decisions 
which  can  lead  us  toward  peace  or  toward 
mounting  danger.  In  his  hands  is  the 
power  which  can  lay  waste  in  hours  a  civili- 
zation that  it  took  a  thousand  years  to  build. 

In  your  hands  is  the  decision  to  choose 
the  man  that  you  will  entrust  with  this  re- 
sponsibility for  your  survival. 

These  are  some  of  the  elements  of  the 
basic  choice  that  you  must  make  tomorrow. 

Shall  we  move  forward,  innovating  where 
necessary,  but  building  on  the  programs 
and  the  policies  that  are  nourished  by  pro- 
gressive men  of  both  parties  ? 

Or  shall  we  strip  the  house  to  the  founda- 
tion, throw  aside  the  work  of  decades,  dis- 
card the  wisdom  of  a  generation  of  trusted 
leaders,  and  strike  off  in  an  uncertain  and, 
I  believe,  a  deeply  dangerous  direction? 

Your  vote  will  make  that  choice. 

But  if  you  fail  to  vote,  you  will  also  make 
a  choice.  If  you  and  your  neighbor  dis- 
agree and  if  he  votes  while  you  stay  home, 
you  have  increased  the  importance  of  his 
vote.  You  will  influence  the  election  but  in 
a  way  that  is  opposite  to  your  own  beliefs. 

I  believe  in  the  importance  of  a  healthy 
two-party  system.  But  that  will  be  best 
restored  by  an  overwhelming  repudiation  of 
the  small  minority  which  has  seized  the  Re- 
publican Party  and  is  already  planning  to 
keep  it.  Only  a  massive  defeat  can  drive 
them  from  their  places  of  present  power. 

I  wish  with  all  my  heart  that  this  had  been 
another  kind  of  campaign.  I  wish  it  had 
been  possible  to  debate  the  path  to  our  fu- 
ture rather  than  the  wisdom  of  our  past. 

That  future  has  many  challenges. 


We  must  work  to  extend  increasing 
abundance  to  all  our  people. 

But  we  have  also  learned  that  man  does 
not  live  by  bread  alone.  The  satisfactions 
of  life  cannot  be  measured  just  by  the  size 
of  a  salary  check.  Jefferson  did  not  dream, 
or  Lincoln  suffer,  or  Roosevelt  toil  so  that 
future  Americans  would  live  in  overcrowded 
cities — without  a  decent  school  for  his  chil- 
dren— afraid  to  walk  his  streets — shut  off 
from  trees  and  grass — ^breathing  poisoned 
air  by  the  side  of  polluted  rivers — ^fearful 
that  a  machine  might  destroy  his  security. 

We  have  the  resources  and  the  knowledge 
to  move  away  from  these  dim  threatening 
valleys  into  the  broad,  sunlit  uplands  of  a 
nation  which  is  fulfilling  the  values  of  its 
past  through  a  search  for  greatness  in  its 
future. 

Let  us,  tomorrow,  rise  up  by  the  million 
and  the  tens  of  millions.  Let  us  cast  out 
those  views  that  are  so  dangerously  removed 
from  the  real  concerns  and  passions  of  this 
exciting  time  in  which  we  live. 

Then  we  can  bind  up  the  Nation's 
wounds,  draw  together  men  of  good  will, 
unite  those  of  every  pursuit  and  party. 
Then  we  can  do  battle  with  the  huge  army 
of  the  world's  desires.  Then  we  can  go  to- 
gether into  that  uncertain  day  already 
touched  with  dawn. 

This  will  be  our  choice,  in  our  election,  in 
our  country.  But  in  Moscow  and  Paris,  in 
New  Delhi  and  Rio,  men  will  also  wait 
tomorrow.  Whether  they  wish  us  well  or 
ill,  they  know  that  the  peace  of  the  world 
and  the  freedom  of  man  will  rest,  in  large 
measure,  on  our  leadership. 

What  Longfellow  once  wrote  is  as  mean- 
ingful for  us  today,  I  think,  as  it  was  then. 
I  hope  you  will  carry  it  in  your  memory  to- 
morrow. 
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"Sail  on,  O  ship  of  State! 
Sail  on,  O  Union,  strong  and  great! 
Humanity  with  all  its  fears. 
With  all  the  hopes  of  future  years. 
Is  hanging — ^breathless — on  thy  fate!" 


Thank  you,  my  fellow  countrymen,  good 
night,  and  God  bless  you. 

note:  The  President's  remarks  were  video-taped  in 
the  Diplomatic  Reception  Room  at  the  White  House 
at  1:45  p.m.  on  November  2  for  broadcast  at  10 
o'clock  that  evening. 


765    Radio  and  Television  Remarks  to  the  American  People 
at  the  Close  of  Election  Day.    November  4,  1964 


My  fellow  countrymen: 

No  words  are  adequate  to  really  express 
the  feeling  of  this  occasion.  Most  of  all, 
I  wish  to  be  equal  to  your  confidence,  and 
to  the  hopes  of  all  of  the  people  of  America. 
We  have  voted  as  many,  but  tonight  we 
must  face  the  world  as  one. 

To  our  great  Governor,  my  friend  of  a 
quarter  of  a  century,  to  my  loyal  wife  and 
two  daughters  who  have  stood  by  me  so 
steadfastly  through  all  of  these  trials  of  many 
weeks,  to  every  worker  in  every  block  in 
the  land,  to  the  people  of  both  parties,  and 
especially  to  you  good  people  here  in  my 
home  who  have  been  so  patient  and  under- 
standing all  the  years,  and  who  made  it  pos- 
sible to  have  the  decision  that  was  made 
today,  I  say  thank  you. 

I  know  that  I  was  only  one  of  many,  be- 
cause we  had  a  group  of  outstanding  candi- 
dates throughout  the  Nation,  and  we  had 
men  of  independent  views  and  men  and 
women  of  both  parties  who  put  their  coun- 
try before  their  party.  Now,  tonight,  our 
purpose  must  be  to  bind  up  our  wounds,  to 
heal  our  history,  and  to  make  this  Nation 
whole. 

I  know  that  this  is  more  than  a  victory  of 
party  or  person. 

It  is  a  tribute  to  the  program  that  was 
begun  by  our  beloved  President  John  F. 
Kennedy — a  program  that  he  carried  on 
until  he  was  taken  from  us. 


It  is  visible  evidence  of  the  work  of  a  de- 
voted and  unselfish  Cabinet,  men  like  Dean 
Rusk,  Bob  McNamara,  and  Douglas  Dillon, 
and  all  of  the  other  members  of  the  Cabinet 
and  the  independent  agencies  whose  service 
has  not  been  partisan,  but  has  always  been 
in  the  national  interest. 

It  is  a  tribute  to  the  men  and  women  of 
all  parties  in  the  Congress  and  the  Nation. 

It  reaffirms  the  achievements  and  the  pol- 
icies which  have  emerged  over  generations 
from  common  American  principles. 

It  is  a  mandate  for  unity,  for  a  govern- 
ment that  serves  no  special  interest,  no  busi- 
ness government,  no  labor  government,  no 
farm  government,  no  one  faction,  no  one 
group,  but  a  government  that  is  the  servant 
of  all  the  people. 

It  will  be  a  government  that  provides 
equal  opportunity  for  all  and  special  priv- 
ilege for  none.  It  is  a  command  to  build 
on  those  principles  and  to  move  forward 
toward  peace  and  a  better  life  for  all  of  our 
people. 

So  from  this  night  forward,  this  is  to  be 
our  work,  and  in  these  pursuits  I  promise 
the  best  that  is  in  me  for  as  long  as  I  am 
permitted  to  serve.  I  ask  all  those  who  sup- 
ported me  and  all  those  that  opposed  me  to 
forget  our  differences,  because  there  are 
many  more  things  in  America  that  unite  us 
than  divide  us,  and  these  are  times  when  our 
Nation  should  forget  our  petty  differences 
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and  stand  united  before  all  the  world. 

I  would  like  to  leave  you  tonight  with  the 
words  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  as  a  century 
ago  he  left  his  friends  and  neighbors  to  be- 
come President  of  the  United  States.  He 
said,  "Without  the  assistance  of  that  Divine 
Being  who  ever  attended  him,  I  cannot 
succeed.  With  that  assistance  I  cannot 
fail.  ...  To  His  care  commending  you,  as 
I  hope  in  your  prayers  you  will  commend 
me,  I  bid  you  an  affectionate  farewell." 

I  do  not  know  what  happened  in  every 
hamlet  or  voting  box  in  America  today,  but 
I  think  I  discerned  what  happened  in  all 
America  today.  I  doubt  that  there  has  ever 
been  so  many  people  seeing  so  many  things 
alike  on  "decision"  day.  And  with  that  un- 
derstanding and  with  the  help  of  all  of  them, 
we  will  be  on  our  way  to  try  to  achieve  peace 
in  our  time  for  our  people  and  to  try  to  keep 
our  people  prosperous. 

So  to  all  of  you  that  have  gone  this  long 
road  with  me,  particularly  to  the  press  and 
television  people  who  have  worked  18-hour 
days  for  many  weeks  now,  I  say  I  hope  you 
have  a  good  rest  tomorrow. 

Good  night  to  all  of  you,  and  thanks  to 
all  America. 

[At  this  point  Mrs.  Johnson  and  daughters  Lynda 
and  Luci  spo\e  briefly.  The  President  then  resumed 
speaking. 1 


And  now  I  want  to  tell  you  that  we  have 
a  great  event  in  store  for  all  of  you:  The 
happy  warrior,  the  eloquent  spokesman  for 
the  Democratic  Party,  the  new  Vice  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  is  arriving  to- 
morrow at  noon,  and  in  his  honor  and  in  the 
honor  of  the  men  and  women  who  traveled 
with  us  in  this  campaign,  we  are  going  to 
have  a  barbecue  out  on  the  banks  of  the 
Pedernales. 

I  knew  in  Atlantic  City  that  I  had  made 
the  right  recommendation  to  that  conven- 
tion so  far  as  the  Vice  President  was  con- 
cerned, because  I  had  observed  him  very 
closely  ever  since  I  became  a  Member  of  the 
Senate,  but  in  the  weeks  that  have  followed 
that  convention,  I  know  even  more  that  in 
my  heart  I  was  right. 

Hubert  Humphrey  left  that  convention 
with  no  orders  and  no  instructions,  and  he 
traveled  to  40  States  and  made  no  mistakes. 
Everywhere  he  went  the  people  received  him 
warmly  and  applauded  his  pronouncements. 
I  predict  that  he,  aided  by  his  charming  wife, 
Muriel,  and  their  lovely  family,  will  make 
one  of  the  greatest  Vice  Presidents  that  this 
Nation  has  ever  known. 

Thank  you  very  much. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  1:40  a.m.  in  the 
Municipal  Auditorium  in  Austin,  Tex.  The  text  of 
the  remarks  of  Mrs.  Johnson,  Lynda,  and  Luci  was 
also  released. 


j66    Remarks  by  Telephone  for  Ceremonies  Marking  the  50th 
Anniversary  of  the  Port  of  Houston.    November  10,  1964 


Ladies  and  gentlemen: 

I  am  very  proud  to  participate  in  these 
ceremonies  in  this  way,  both  as  President  of 
the  United  States  and  as  a  former  resident 
and  a  longtime  admirer  of  the  city  of 
Houston. 

Back  in  the  early  1930's  when  Houston 
was  my  home,  I  remember  there  were  those 


who  were  skeptical  of  the  value  of  the  ship 
channel.  Today  we  know  that  the  vision 
was  not  too  great  as  some  said  then,  but  was, 
if  anything,  too  small.  Many  factors  have 
contributed  to  Houston's  growth  and  the 
growth  of  our  great  gulf  coast.  No  one 
factor  can  be  singled  out  for  individual  credit, 
but  we  all  know  that  the  reality  and  the 
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symbolism  of  the  ship  channel  project  had 
much  to  do  with  moving  the  entire  area 
forward. 

There  is  another  factor  worthy  of  mention. 
In  Houston  and  all  along  the  coast,  the  in- 
dustrial growth  evident  day  to  day  has  come 
almost  entirely  from  products  and  processes 
that  were  unknown  even  30  years  ago.  Our 
times  are  marked  by  the  most  rapid  expan- 
sion and  explosion  of  human  knowledge  ever 
known.  We  cannot  know  what  the  future 
will  bring,  but  we  do  know  that  we  can  and 
that  we  must  put  in  place  the  foundation 
on  which  that  growth  can  rise  in  orderly 
fashion. 

Houston,  I  am  proud  to  say,  is  still  looking 
ahead  and  planning  ahead,  and  so  is  your 
country.  It  is  my  hope  that  throughout 
America  we  can  get  down  to  the  business  of 
building  for  a  stronger  and  a  more  prosper- 
ous future  by  doing  the  work  that  will  un- 


lock opportunity  for  all  regions  of  our  Na- 
tion. 

We  have  great  challenges  ahead,  abroad 
and  at  home.  I  discussed  some  of  them  this 
morning  with  the  Secretary  of  State  and  the 
Secretary  of  Defense.  There  is  no  ques- 
tion of  our  ability  to  meet  them  if  we  will 
work  to  keep  the  peace  and  if  we  will  work 
to  pave  the  way  for  progress  of  all  our  peo- 
ple in  all  sections  of  the  Nation. 

On  the  50  years  past,  you  have  my  con- 
gratulations; on  the  50  years  ahead,  you  have 
the  Nation's  confidence.  Houston's  destiny 
and  America's  destiny  is  greatness,  and  that 
greatness  will  be  fulfilled  by  the  faith  we 
place  in  our  responsible  vision. 

Now  I  am  happy  to  press  this  button  to 
start  the  construction  of  Houston's  new 
horizon  of  expansion  in  enterprise  and 
progress. 

note:  The  President  spoke  by  telephone  from  the 
LBJ  Ranch,  Johnson  City,  Tex. 


767    Remarks  of  Welcome  at  the  LBJ  Ranch  to  the 
President-Elect  of  Mexico.    November  12,  1964 


Senor  and  Senora  Diaz  Ordaz,  Governor  and 
Mrs,  Connally,  Governor  and  Mrs,  Brown, 
distinguished  guests,  my  friends: 

I  should  Hke  to,  before  I  make  a  few  very 
brief  observations,  introduce  some  of  our 
most  honored  guests  who  thrill  us  by  their 
presence  here  today. 

First  of  all,  I  want  to  introduce  the  dis- 
tinguished Ambassador  from  Mexico,  Am- 
bassador Carrillo  Flores;  and  our  distin- 
guished Ambassador  to  Mexico,  Ambassador 
Freeman;  one  of  the  truly  great  American 
public  servants,  our  own  Tom  Mann,  Assist- 
ant Secretary  of  State  from  Laredo,  Tex. 

It  gives  me  a  great  deal  of  pleasure  to  in- 
troduce to  you  one  of  the  men  who  served 
Texas  probably  longer  than  any  other  Gov- 


ernor, the  Honorable  Allan  Shivers,  Gover- 
nor of  Texas;  and  the  Honorable  John  Bur- 
roughs, former  Governor  of  New  Mexico; 
and  Judge  Reynaldo  Garza,  from  Browns- 
ville; our  distinguished  Secretary  of  Agri- 
culture, Mr.  John  White;  our  own  able  and 
popular  Congressman,  Henry  B.  Gonzalez. 

And  this  is  one  fellow  that  we  really 
wanted  to  see  come  in,  Congressman  and 
soon-to-be-Senator  Joe  Montoya — and  maybe 
already  Senator;  I  am  not  sure.  A  longtime 
friend.  Congressman  Kika  de  la  Garza. 

We  welcome  here  today  to  this  peaceful 
Texas  hill  country  President-elect  Diaz 
Ordaz  and  his  lovely,  gracious  wife. 

Mr.  President,  I  have  not  discussed  this 
matter  with  you,  but  as  one  who  has  just 
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finished  a  campaign,  and  will  be  installed 
formally  in  my  office  i  month  and  20  days 
after  your  inauguration,  I  can  only  say  that 
it  is  much  more  cheering  here  after  a  cam- 
paign than  before  one. 

Mr.  President,  I  am  pleased  to  tell  you  that 
I  received  no  support  from  anyone  that  was 
greater,  or  perhaps  more  unanimous,  with 
warmth,  than  that  given  me  by  the  many 
thousands  of  Americans  of  Mexican  ancestry 
who  live  in  the  United  States  of  America. 

And  so  today,  at  the  end  of  the  long,  long 
trail,  after  more  than  44  States,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, I  speak  the  beautiful  sound  of  the 
words  I  heard  so  often  throughout  America, 
*'Mr.  President,  viva  Mexico." 

It  is  part  of  the  feeling  of  kinship  between 
the  great  Republic  of  Mexico  and  the  United 
States  that  the  two  Presidents  should  meet 
and  should  talk  and  should  counsel  and 
should  be  friends.  Our  border  is  long  and 
it  is  friendly.  We  have  no  armed  men  on 
either  side  patrolling  the  river.  So  it  is  our 
tradition  to  be  neighbors. 

Mr.  President,  you  and  I  share  common 
purposes  and  similar  objectives  for  both  of 
our  countries.  Our  countries  are  enjoying 
today  very  prosperous  times.  We  want  them 
to  keep  that  way. 

Both  our  countries  look  to  the  other  coun- 
try for  tourists  and  for  travel,  and  we  want 
to  keep  it  that  way. 

Trade  between  our  two  countries  is  at  an 
alltime  high  level,  more  than  f  1^/2  billion  in 
1963.  But  you  and  I  are  meeting  here  to 
discuss  ways  and  means  to  increase  that 
trade,  and  we  have  already  begun  the  ex- 
plorations this  morning. 

But  you  and  I  are  never  going  to  be  satis- 
fied with  the  course  of  either  of  our  countries 
as  long  as  there  is  a  single  man  who  wants 
to  work  and  cannot  find  work;  so  long  as 
there  is  a  single  child  without  a  school  or  a 


teacher;  and  so  long  as  there  is  a  single  family 
without  a  home. 

So  we  are  meeting  here  to  talk  together 
and  to  work  together,  and  to  take  up  arms 
together  against  the  ancient  enemies  of  man- 
kind— disease  and  poverty  and  hunger  and 
ignorance.  So,  Mr.  President,  in  all  that 
you  do  and  in  all  that  I  do  we  try  to  preserve 
the  freedom  of  our  people,  to  protect  the 
treasures  of  our  society,  and  to  always  en- 
hance the  dignity  of  our  people. 

In  both  of  our  countries  we  seek  to  give 
everyone  an  opportunity  to  achieve  his 
highest  aspirations.  We  have  found  in  your 
country  and  in  mine  that  if  we  give  our  peo- 
ple the  incentive  to  invest  their  energy  and 
their  income,  we  can  achieve  much  higher 
rates  of  economic  growth. 

Mr.  President,  we  both  know  that  it  is 
not  our  vast  resources  or  even  our  geography, 
or  even  our  arms  that  have  made  our  nations 
great.  The  thing  that  has  made  them  great 
has  been  the  genius  of  our  people  and  the 
political  and  most  importantly  the  economic 
systems  that  our  people  have  created, 

Americans  have  invested  in  Mexico,  and 
we  think  we  have  contributed  greatly  to 
Mexico's  growth. 

Many  billions  have  been  invested  in  this 
country,  the  United  States,  by  wise  and  by 
good  and  by  thrifty  and  honorable  people 
from  many  other  nations  in  this  world  in 
which  we  Hve,  and  both  of  our  countries  have 
been  the  beneficiaries. 

As  Mexico  becomes  stronger  and  wealthier, 
Mexico  will  be  able  to  help  others  just  as 
Mexico  is  helping  others  today  in  Central 
America.  For,  Mr.  President,  the  alliance 
is  not  just  governments;  it  is  the  will  and 
the  desire  and  the  noble  ambition  of  people — 
people  who  give  opportunity  and  incentive, 
and  they  can  make  this  Western  Hemisphere 
and,  indeed,  they  can  make  the  entire  world, 
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a  better,  a  healthier,  a  more  peaceful,  and  a 
much  safer  place  to  live  in. 

We  have  problems.  We  are  here  to  dis- 
cuss them.  And  in  the  days  ahead  w^e  V7t1\ 
resolve  them  in  peace,  with  reason,  with 
justice  to  each  other. 

So,  Mr.  President,  it  gives  me  and  Mrs. 
Johnson  the  greatest  of  pleasure  to  welcome 
you  here  today  and  to  welcome  your  lovely, 
gracious  wife.  You  make  us  very  proud  to 
be  in  our  home  and  on  our  land  and  to  have 
you  in  our  presence.  As  they  say  it  so  beauti- 
fully in  your  land,  your  country,  where  30 
years  ago  my  lady  and  I  spent  our  honey- 
moon, we  say  to  you  today,  mi  casa  es  su 
casa. 

Ladies  and  gendemen,  the  President-elect 
of  Mexico,  Diaz  Ordaz. 

\At  this  point  President-elect  Diaz  Ordaz  spo\e. 
The  President  then  resumed  speaking.] 

Eighty  percent  of  the  Americans  of  Mex- 
ican ancestry  that  live  in  the  United  States 
of  America  live  in  the  largest  State  in  the 
Union  from  the  standpoint  of  population — 
California — and  the  once  largest  State  in 
the  Union  from  the  standpoint  of  area — 
Texas.  We  are  highly  honored  today  to 
have  the  two  great  leaders  of  those  two 
great  States  come  here  and  lend  dignity 
by  their  presence. 

I  want  to  remind  all  of  you  that  a  few 
weeks  ago  we  started  out  a  long  campaign 
in  Atlantic  City,  and  these  two  great  Gov- 
ernors started  with  me  and  finished  with 
me.  It  is  my  great  honor  to  present  the 
Chief  Executive  of  the  great  State  of  Cali- 
fornia, Pat  Brown,  and  his  lovely  wife,  Ber- 
nice  Brown. 

And  I  know  that  all  Texans  share  with  me 
the  pride  and  affection  that  we  all  feel  for 
our  own  beloved  and  able  and  honored  Gov- 
ernor, John  Connally  and  his  darling  wife 
Nellie.    John  said  he  is  just  glad  that  the 


election  is  behind  him.  All  he  wants  to  say 
is  thanks  to  everybody,  and  so  do  we. 
Thank  you  all  for  coming. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  3:25  p.m.  at  a  barbe- 
cue at  the  LB  J  Ranch  at  Johnson  City,  Tex.  In  his 
opening  words  he  referred  to  President-elect  and 
Seiiora  Gustavo  Diaz  Ordaz  of  Mexico,  Governor 
and  Mrs.  John  B.  Connally  of  Texas,  and  Governor 
and  Mrs.  Edmund  G.  Brown  of  California.  Later 
in  his  remarks  he  referred  to  Antonio  Carrillo  Flores, 
Ambassador  to  the  United  States  from  Mexico, 
Fulton  Freeman,  Ambassador  to  Mexico  from  the 
United  States,  and  Thomas  C.  Mann,  Assistant  Sec- 
retary of  State  for  Inter-American  Affairs,  United 
States  Coordinator  for  the  Alliance  for  Progress,  and 
Special  Assistant  to  the  President  for  Inter-American 
Affairs.  He  also  referred  to  former  Governor  Allan 
Shivers,  Reynaldo  G.  Garza,  U.S.  district  judge  of 
the  Southern  District,  State  Secretary  of  Agriculture 
John  C.  White,  U.S.  Representative  Henry  B. 
Gonzalez,  and  U.S.  Representative-elect  Eligio 
(Kika)  de  la  Garza,  of  Texas,  and  to  former  Gov- 
ernor John  Burroughs  and  U.S.  Representative  Joseph 
M.  Montoya,  of  New  Mexico. 

The  text  of  the  remarks  of  President-elect  Diaz 
Ordaz  follows: 

Mr.  President,  Mrs.  Johnson,  officials  and  friends: 

First  of  all,  I  want  to  express  to  you  my  deep 
satisfaction  in  being  able  to  visit  you  as  a  representa- 
tive of  my  people  and  receive  the  overwhelming 
hospitality  that  has  been  given  to  me  by  the  Johnson 
family. 

I  am  very  happy  to  be  here  and  spend  these  hours 
with  you  in  this  beautiful  place,  and  I  am  especially 
grateful  to  President  Johnson  and  the  distinguished 
First  Lady  because  they  did  not  issue  to  me  a 
cordial  invitation  to  visit  them  in  their  official  resi- 
dence, but  rather,  were  good  enough  to  invite  me 
so  that  we  could  be  together  in  the  sweet  intimacy 
of  their  home,  the  place  where  they  come  to  rest. 

This  I  want  you  to  know  is  a  tremendous  honor 
both  for  Mrs.  Diaz  Ordaz  and  myself,  and  some- 
thing for  which  I  am  profoundly  grateful.  This 
visit  of  mine  to  you  has  a  specific  purpose  which  is 
to  establish  a  personal  knowledge  between  President 
Johnson  and  myself.  We  are  two  men  who  have  the 
greatest  responsibilities  entrusted  to  us  by  our  respec- 
tive people. 

It  is  vitally  important  that  President  Johnson  and 
I,  as  heads  of  our  two  respective  Governments,  be 
able  to  know  each  other  personally  so  we  can  work 
together  in  the  future  to  solve  any  existing  problems 
and  any  possible  problem  that  might  arise  in  the 
relations  between  our  two  countries. 

So  I  am  here  to  seal  a  friendship  with  a  warm 
handshake  with  President  Johnson  from  me  and  the 
Mexican  people,  and  to  him  and  through  him  to 
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the  American  people.  I  hope  and  I  know  that  we 
will  be  able  to  work  together  with  reciprocal  respect 
and  joint  cooperation  to  maintain  the  principles  that 
have  inspired  our  two  peoples. 

Our  own  history  is  not  a  brilliant  one  in  that  we 
have  obtained  spectacular  victories,  but  it  is  a  history 
that  we  cherish  because  throughout  the  years,  at  the 
cost  of  great  sacrifice  and  great  effort,  we  have  won 
our  independence,  we  have  won  the  freedom  of  our 
people,  and  we  are  working  to  increase  the  pros- 
perity of  the  people  of  Mexico.  I  can  assure  you 
that  in  the  future,  all  the  men  and  women  of  Mexico 
are  going  to  redouble  their  efforts  to  maintain  our 
freedoms,  to  maintain  our  independence,  and  to  in- 
crease the  well-being  of  all  of  our  citizens. 

It  is  a  pleasure  for  me  to  come  here  to  restate  and 
reiterate  the  bonds  of  friendship  that  unite  our  great 
people.  It  is  sometimes  easy  to  be  friends  from  a 
distance,  but  it  is  also  very  difficult,  sometimes,  to 
be  friends  with  your  neighbors,  and  this  is  a  friend- 
ship that  we  have  achieved. 

We  have  a  long  border,  a  very  long  border,  which 
does  not  divide  us  but,  rather,  brings  us  together, 
and  we  have  come  here  today,  crossing  this  border, 
in  order  to  study  some  of  the  problems  that  have 
come  up  and  to  be  able  to  work  them  out  together. 

Mexico  and  the  United  States  have  given  an  ex- 
ample in  just  the  past  few  weeks  of  how  one  of  the 
most  powerful  nations  in  the  history  of  the  world 
has  yielded  to  justice  with  a  country  which  economi- 
cally and  militarily  is  very  weak  by  solving  this 
very  old  problem  on  the  basis  of  fairness  and  reason 
and  justice.  This  could  well  be  a  lesson  that  we 
could  give  to  people  throughout  the  world  who 
want  to  be  friends,  one  with  another.  This  is  what 
we  have  come  here  to  reinforce  and  to  strengthen, 
the  example  that  we  have  given  in  the  solution  of 
this  problem. 


Our  relationships  have  been  friendly  and  warm 
for  many  years  and  have  grown  to  this  state  in  spite 
of  the  adverse  conditions  that  have  existed  at  one 
time  or  another.  But  we  have  now  found  bonds  of 
friendship  and  of  closeness  that  unite  us  and  have 
become  very  great  friends  and  neighbors  with  the 
people  of  the  United  States. 

As  I  was  saying,  we  have  shown  to  people 
throughout  the  world  how  differences  can  be  elim- 
inated through  mutual  respect,  through  the  sharing 
of  common  ideals,  through  good  faith,  and  with  a 
spirit  of  justice.  I  say  to  you,  Mr.  President,  and 
through  you  to  the  people  of  the  United  States,  that 
I  come  extending  the  hand  of  friendship  from  the 
Mexican  people  that  I  am  honored  to  represent  dur- 
ing the  next  presidential  period. 

I  want  to  come  to  you  and  speak  to  you  with  the 
same  frankness  and  fairness  and  nobility  of  spirit 
that  has  always  characterized  the  exchanges  between 
our  two  peoples,  and  I  know  as  you  said  a  while 
ago  that  neither  you  nor  I  nor  our  people  will  rest 
as  long  as  there  is  a  family  in  this  hemisphere  that 
does  not  have  a  roof  over  its  head  or  bread  to  eat,  as 
long  as  there  are  any  children  that  have  no  schools 
to  attend,  as  long  as  there  are  any  ill  people  that 
have  no  medical  attention  to  take  care  of  their  ills. 

We  will  continue  to  work  together  on  the  basis  of 
this  personal  contact  we  are  making  here  in  these 
hours  that  we  will  be  together,  on  the  basis  of 
reciprocal  respect,  one  for  another,  to  fight  very 
strongly  and  energetically  together  to  keep  the  peace 
of  the  world,  to  fight  with  equal  energy  and 
strength  to  maintain  all  of  the  freedoms  of  our 
respective  peoples.  That  relationship  is  going  to  be 
based  on  democracy  which,  in  turn,  is  going  to  be 
based  on  all  of  our  freedoms. 

Thank  you  very  much  for  your  kindness. 


768    The  President's  Toast  to  Gustavo  Diaz  Ordaz,  President-Elect 
of  Mexico.    November  12,  1964 


Mr,  President-elect,  Senora: 

Mrs.  Johnson  and  I  want  you  to  know  how 
proud  and  how  happy  we  are  to  have  you  in 
our  home. 

Mexico  and  the  United  States  share  more 
than  a  common  frontier.  We  share  a  set 
of  ideals  and  a  sense  of  the  future.  I  pray 
that  the  mutual  respect  and  friendship  which 
is  rooted  deep  in  the  conscience  of  both  our 
countries  will  grow  and  endure. 

We  are  friends.    We  must  remain  friends. 


We  honor  each  other's  hopes,  and  we  seek 
honorable  agreements  between  our  nations. 

On  December  i,  Mr.  President-elect,  you 
will  assume  the  heavy  duties  and  responsi- 
bilities as  the  leader  of  your  country.  I  pro- 
pose a  simple  toast:  to  the  President-elect 
of  Mexico  and  his  charming  wife — ^may 
Mexico  prosper  in  peace  under  your  leader- 
ship. 

note:  The  President  proposed  the  toast  at  a  dinner 
at  the  LBJ  Ranch  at  Johnson  City,  Tex. 
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769  Statement  by  the  President  in  Response  to  Report  of  the 
Inter- American  Committee  on  the  AUiance  for  Progress. 
November  13,  1964 


THE  Inter-American  Committee  on  the 
Alliance  for  Progress — called  CIAP  from 
the  Spanish  initials — has  completed  the  first 
cycle  of  its  work.  In  the  year  since  it  was 
created  it  has  reviewed  the  development 
efforts  of  each  of  the  countries  of  Latin 
America  under  the  alliance.  Its  report 
measures  both  the  internal  resources  and 
efforts  and  the  foreign  assistance  which, 
together,  must  support  these  development 
efforts. 

This  report  will  be  forwarded  to  the  Lima 
meeting  of  the  Inter-American  Economic 
and  Social  Council  which  begins  on  Novem- 
ber 30.  CIAP's  report,  and  the  meetings  of 
the  experts  and  ministerial  representatives 
of  all  the  nations  of  the  Inter-American 
system  at  Lima,  suggest  an  appropriate  op- 
portunity for  me  to  renew  our  support  of  the 
Alliance  for  Progress. 

Firm  and  continued  support  for  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  Charter  of  Punta  del  Este  is  the 
central  theme  of  all  we  do  in  the  hemisphere. 
The  United  States  considers  itself  a  partner 
with  the  peoples  of  Latin  America.  Theirs 
is  a  struggle  to  create  a  new  future,  a  better 
way  of  life,  in  which  each  human  being  of 
the  hemisphere  may  reach  his  own  full 
potential.  We  are  proud  to  say  that  we  will 
continue  to  play  our  part  by  support  and 
participation  in  the  work  of  the  CIAP. 

We  are  encouraged  in  this  by  develop- 
ments in  the  hemisphere  during  the  last  year. 

All  the  problems  of  the  Alliance  for 
Progress  have  not  of  course  been  solved  in 
the  rapid  unfolding  of  events  in  1964.  Ob- 
stacles are  still  before  us — obstacles  which  all 
nations  of  the  hemisphere  must  bend  their 
efforts  to  overcome. 


There  must  be  peaceful  changes  in  the 
countryside,  in  order  to  bring  full  social 
justice  to  the  poor  who  work  the  lands, 
to  increase  the  production  of  food  and  fiber 
to  feed  the  rapidly  growing  population  of 
Latin  America  and  expand  markets  for  the 
burgeoning  industries  of  the  hemisphere. 

There  must  be  improved  revenue  systems 
in  the  administration  of  taxes.  Nations 
afflicted  by  the  disease  of  inflation  must 
carry  forward  their  programs  to  bring  sta- 
bility to  their  currencies. 

We  must  continue  and  improve  planning 
efforts  so  that  scarce  public  resources  avail- 
able for  investment  and  development  can 
be  directed  to  the  needs  of  highest  priority 
and  in  order  that  the  changes  of  national 
policy  essential  to  growth  be  identified  and 
instituted.  The  efforts  and  will  of  all  the 
peoples  of  America  in  these  and  other 
fields — ^labor,  health,  housing  and  urban 
planning,  cooperatives,  community  develop- 
ment, national  budgeting,  water  and  sewer- 
age, education,  transportation,  public  admin- 
istration— can  build  the  new  hemisphere 
toward  which  we  all  aspire. 

We  must  release  the  energies  and  re- 
sources of  the  private  sector  for  growth 
through  cooperatives,  through  democratic, 
free  trade  unions,  through  community  orga- 
nizations and  citizen  groups  and  private 
business  and  industry.  Development  and 
grov^h  are  not  a  matter  solely  of  govern- 
ments. The  energies  of  all  the  people  must 
contribute. 

There  must  be  a  full  effort  to  expand  the 
range  of  economic  opportunities  within  Latin 
America,  by  creating  and  strengthening  na- 
tional markets  in  each  nation  and  by  further 
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progress  under  the  Central  America  Com- 
mon Market  and  the  Latin  America  Free 
Trade  Area.  At  the  same  time,  all  the 
nations  of  the  free  world  trading  commu- 
nity—including the  United  States — ^must 
make  special  efforts  to  improve  the  conditions 
of  international  trade. 

There  is  a  quickened  interest  by  the  na- 
tions of  Europe,  by  Japan  and  by  Canada,  in 
Latin  America.  We  look  forward  to  a 
greater  and  more  closely  coordinated  par- 
ticipation by  all  members  of  the  industri- 
alized free  world  in  the  economic,  social, 
and  political  development  efforts  of  Latin 
America. 

I  congratulate  the  efforts  of  Dr.  Carlos 


Sanz  de  Santamaria  and  the  members  of 
CIAP.  I  have  on  a  number  of  occasions  met 
with  him,  and  from  time  to  time,  with  the 
ambassadors  of  our  alliance  partner  nations 
and  the  members  of  CIAP.  As  all  officials 
of  our  Government  know,  and  as  I  have  said 
often  in  the  past,  I  regard  the  work  of  the 
CIAP  as  deserving  of  our  sincere  support. 

note:  The  "Report  of  the  Inter- American  Commit- 
tee on  the  Alliance  for  Progress  (CIAP)  Presented  to 
the  Third  Annual  Meetings  of  the  Inter-American 
Economic  and  Social  Council"  is  dated  November  14, 
1964  (Pan  American  Union,  General  Secretariat  of 
the  Organization  of  American  States,  Washington, 
D.C.,  processed,  179  pp.,  CIES/621). 

For  remarks  of  the  President  to  the  members  of  the 
Inter- American  Committee,  which  met  in  Washing- 
ton October  26-31,  see  Item  726. 

The  statement  was  released  at  Austin,  Tex. 


770    Proclamation  3627:  Thanksgiving  Day. 
November  13,  1964 


By  the  President  of  the  United  States  of 
America  a  Proclamation: 

As  the  harvest  season  draws  to  a  close 
and  our  storehouses  bulge  with  the  bounty 
of  the  land,  it  is  our  desire  to  observe,  in 
the  custom  and  tradition  of  our  forebears, 
a  special  day  dedicated  to  giving  thanks 
to  God — a  day  on  which  to  lay  aside  our 
daily  tasks  and  cares  and  pay  joyous  homage 
to  Him.  We  are  impelled  to  raise  our  voices 
in  His  praise  and  to  proclaim  our  heartfelt 
gratitude  for  another  year  in  which  we  have 
been  blessed  with  a  bountiful  harvest,  with 
intellectual,  humanitarian,  economic,  scien- 
tific, and  technical  advances  and  achieve- 
ments, and  with  other  gains  too  numerous 
to  mention. 

Although  we  have  been  blessed  with  un- 
surpassed prosperity,  we  recognize  that 
poverty  and  want  exist  throughout  the 
world — even  among  us — and  we  pledge 
ourselves  to  the  eradication  of  those  evils. 

We  know,  too,  that  the  foundation  for 


a  peaceful  world  is  still  to  be  built  and  that 
even  now  armed  strife  exists  in  parts  of  the 
world.  We  are  saddened  that  gallant  men 
of  our  Armed  Services  have  fallen  in  the 
eternal  quest  for  peace  with  freedom, 
dignity,  and  justice  for  all.  We  share  with 
their  bereaved  families  and  friends  a  sense 
of  tragic  loss.  In  the  words  of  Abraham 
Lincoln,  we  resolve  "that  these  honored  dead 
shall  not  have  died  in  vain,"  and  vow  that 
their  loss  will  spur  us  ever  onward  until 
man's  great  dream  of  universal  peace  is 
realized. 

Yet  we  are  filled  with  an  instinctive  im- 
pulse to  give  thanks  for 

— our  free  society  of  free  men,  free  insti- 
tutions, and  free  elections; 

— our  freedom  of  speech,  our  freedom  of 
the  press,  and  our  freedom  to  worship  as  our 
conscience  dictates; 

— our  emphasis  upon  the  dignity,  equality, 
and  worth  of  man; 

— our  humanitarian  instincts; 
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— our  unalienable  right  to  life,  liberty,  and 
the  pursuit  of  happiness; 

— our  confidence  in  our  ability  to  meet  the 
challenges  of  today  and  of  the  future. 

For  these  are  the  things  that  set  us  apart 
as  a  Nation — that  made  our  Nation  great — 
that  will  keep  our  Nation  great. 

So  as  our  forefathers  in  Virginia,  in  New 
England,  and  throughout  this  land  have 
done  for  more  than  three  and  one-half  cen- 
turies, let  us  appoint  a  special  day  on  which 
all  of  us,  in  keeping  with  the  dictates  of  our 
own  conscience,  will  give  thanks  to  the  Lord 
for  His  manifold  blessings.  And  on  that 
day,  let  us  rededicate  ourselves  to  meeting 
the  challenges  of  the  present  with  the  forti- 
tude and  faith  with  which  our  forefathers 
met  the  challenges  of  the  past. 

Now,  Therefore,  I,  Lyndon  B.  Johnson, 
President  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
in  consonance  with  the  joint  resolution  of 
the  Congress  approved  December  26,  1941, 
55  Stat.  862  (5  U.S.C.  87b),  designating  the 
fourth  Thursday  of  November  in  each  year 
as  Thanksgiving  Day,  do  hereby  proclaim 
Thursday,  November  26,  1964,  as  a  day  of 
national  thanksgiving. 


On  that  day,  let  us  gather  in  our  homes 
and  in  our  places  of  worship  and  in  other 
suitable  places  to  give  thanks  to  God  for 
His  graciousness  and  His  generosity  to  us — 
to  pledge  to  Him  our  everlasting  devotion — 
to  beseech  His  divine  guidance  and  the 
wisdom  and  strength  to  recognize  and 
follow  that  guidance — and  to  pray  to  Him 
that  the  forces  of  evil,  violence,  indifference, 
intolerance,  and  inhumanity  may  soon 
vanish  from  the  face  of  the  earth  and  that 
peace,  reason,  understanding,  and  good- 
will may  reign  supreme  throughout  the 
world. 

In  Witness  Whereof,  I  have  hereunto 
set  my  hand  and  caused  the  Seal  of  the 
United  States  of  America  to  be  affixed. 

Done  at  the  City  of  Washington  this 

thirteenth  day  of  November  in  the  year 

of  our  Lord  nineteen  hundred  and 

[seal]     sixty-four,  and  of  the  Independence 

of  the  United  States  of  America  the 

one  hundred  and  eighty-ninth. 

Lyndon  B.  Johnson 
By  the  President: 
Dean  Rusk 
Secretary  of  State 


771     Remarks  at  the  Swearing  In  of  Gardner  Ackley  as  Chairman 
and  Arthur  Okun  as  Member  of  the  Council  of 
Economic  Advisers.    November  16,  1964 


IT  IS  a  little  unusual,  Walter,  for  you  to  be 
so  much  in  the  background  this  morning. 
I  want  to  apologize  to  you  and  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  Gardner,  and  others 
for  detaining  you  and  your  distinguished 
guests.  This  is  the  first  morning  I  have  been 
back  in  town  since  my  extended  vacation. 
I  was  delayed  by  the  Secretary  of  Defense 
and  others  who  had  some  problems  which 
needed  attention  for  a  moment  and  I 
couldn't  get  away. 


I  want  to  thank  all  of  you  for  coming 
here.  I  hardly  know  whether  to  scowl  or 
to  smile.  I  can't  be  happy  over  Walter 
Heller's  departure  from  Washington,  leav- 
ing the  Council,  and  at  the  same  time  I  am 
very  happy  and,  of  course,  couldn't  be  un- 
happy over  the  strength  that  he  has  left 
behind  on  this  Council. 

For  nearly  a  year  Walter  has  been  con- 
sulting with  me  and  a  subject  at  all  of  those 
conversations  either  at  the  beginning  or  the 
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end  was  about  his  desire  to  leave  public 
service.  I  did  everything  I  know  that  I 
could  do  to  dissuade  him.  I  didn't  want 
him  to  pass  out  of  here  and  go  back  to  his 
work.  I  thought  if  we  could  get  the  pay 
bill  through  that  might  stop  him,  and  I  did 
something  unusual  after  the  House  turned 
me  down  the  first  time — I  tried,  and  tried, 
and  tried  again  and  finally  got  it  through. 
But  it  was  not  the  pay  that  he  was  really 
interested  in;  it  was  Minnesota.  His  persist- 
ence in  getting  out  of  here  has  caused  me 
to  reflect  a  little  the  past  week  about  the  real 
condition  of  our  economy. 

But  for  every  conversation  that  Walter 
and  I  have  had  about  his  leaving,  we  have 
had  two  or  three  about  what  he  is  leaving 
behind  and  the  quality  and  the  caliber  and 
the  character  of  the  men  who  would  con- 
stitute the  Council  of  Economic  Advisers. 

So,  the  chairmanship  of  the  Council  passes 
today  to  one  of  the  Nation's  most  respected 
economists,  one  of  my  most  trusted  coun- 
selors, a  man  in  whom  I  think  the  Nation 
will  have  the  fullest  confidence  and  the  man 
for  whom  I  have  great  respect  and  affection, 
Gardner  Ackley. 

Coming  on  to  the  Council  after  most  dis- 
tinguished service  as  a  senior  member  of  the 
Council  staff  is  another  outstanding  member 
of  the  profession,  Dr.  Arthur  Okun.  If  we 
can  do  as  well  by  the  Nation  as  I  believe  we 
are  doing  by  the  Council,  the  country  is  in 
for  the  best  times  that  we  have  ever  had  over 
the  next  several  years. 

What  has  been  the  progress  these  past  4 
years  toward  fulfillment  of  the  meaning  of 
the  act  of  1964  which  created  the  Council, 
I  think,  is  quite  important.  Over  these 
years,  economics  has  come  of  age  in  policy- 
making in  this  Government.  The  Ameri- 
can people,  I  think,  have  begun  to  appreciate 
the  need  for  their  Government  to  manage  its 


budget  so  that  it  will  work  to  assure  bal- 
anced and  sustained  expansion  and  not 
retard  our  progress. 

I  think  nothing  has  done  more  for  public 
understanding  than  the  great  tax  cut  of  1964. 
In  that  connection  I  want  to  pay  tribute  to 
the  Council,  and  I  particularly  want  to  pay 
tribute  to  that  man  who  has  sacrificed  so 
much  of  his  private  life  for  public  service, 
the  able  and  beloved  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, Mr.  Dillon,  who  honors  us  with  his 
presence  this  morning. 

Today,  8  months  later,  the  benefits  are 
clear,  and  I  think  they  are  clearly  enormous. 
Consumers  are  earning  more  and  they  are 
spending  more.  Businesses  are  receiving 
record  profits.  Sights  have  been  raised  on 
investments.  Unemployment  has  declined, 
yet  our  price  stability  is  intact  and  our 
Federal  revenues  are  rising. 

Our  gains  have  been  many,  but  we  are 
not  about  to  become  satisfied  with  ourselves. 

Unemployment  is  still  far  too  high.  More 
young  people  than  ever  are  looking  for  their 
first  jobs.  We  have  3,200,000  18-year-olds 
who  want  to  go  to  school  or  want  to  find  a 
job  this  year.  Educational  opportunities, 
therefore,  must  be  increased. 

Our  citizens  must  be  enabled  to  meet 
more  fully  their  needs.  We  can  do  what 
America  needs  done  only  if  we  can  continue 
with  this  prosperous  economy,  and  we  just 
cannot  have  it  continued  by  wanting  it  to 
continue.    We  have  got  to  work  at  it. 

In  that  connection,  there  is  no  one  in  this 
Government  who  is  going  to  carry  any 
heavier  responsibility  than  Gardner  Ackley 
and  the  Council  that  he  leads  and  over  which 
he  presides.  I  am  going  to  continue  to  ex- 
pect from  him  what  I  got  from  the  Council 
of  which  he  was  a  member.  So  I  want  to 
assure  you  that  I  look  to  the  Council  with 
confidence,  knowing  the  caliber  of  the  leader- 
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ship  of  those  who  have  been  serving  as  the 
leaders  and  the  members.  I  am  particularly 
going  to  rely  on  the  fine  qualities  and  dis- 
cernment of  its  new  and  able  chairman  and 
its  new  and  able  member. 

This  is  a  somewhat  sad  moment  for  me 
to  see  a  man  leave  the  White  House  and  go 
back  to  his  own  backyard,  but  I  guess  you 
have  to  expect  those  things.  The  time  is 
here,  and  I  guess  the  appropriate  way  to 
end  this  up,  Walter  and  Gardner,  would  be: 


"Sunset  and  evening  star, 
And  one  clear  call  for  me! 
And  may  there  be  no  moaning  of  the  bar, 
When  I  put  out  to  sea." 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  12:25  p.m.  in  the 
Cabinet  Room  at  the  White  House.  In  his  opening 
remarks  he  referred  to  Walter  W.  Heller,  outgoing 
Chairman  of  the  Council  of  Economic  Advisers,  who 
had  resigned  to  return  to  a  professorship  at  the  Uni- 
versity of  Minnesota,  and  Douglas  Dillon,  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury, 

The  text  of  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Ackley,  Mr.  Heller, 
and  Mr.  Okun,  each  of  whom  spoke  briefly,  was  also 
released. 


772    Remarks  at  the  Presentation  of  the  White  House 
Thanksgiving  Turkey.    November  17,  1964 

FIRST  of  all,  I  want  to  thank  you  very 
much  for  your  thoughtfulness  in  coming 
here  to  the  White  House  today  and  bringing 
me  a  turkey  to  eat  on  Thanksgiving.  I 
hadn't  been  quite  sure  what  I  was  going  to 
eat  Thanksgiving,  but  I  am  glad  I  can  eat 
turkey  instead  of  crow. 

You  know,  Ben  Franklin  wanted  the 
turkey  to  be  the  national  symbol.  He 
thought  it  was  much  more  respectful  than 
the  eagle,  but  we  do  have  the  eagle  to 
symbolize  our  preparedness,  our  desire  for 
peace  in  the  world,  and  we  do  have  a  lot  to 
be  thankful  for. 

I  hope  that  every  family  in  this  land  will 
be  able  not  only  to  enjoy  a  bountiful  Thanks- 
giving, because  we  have  so  much  to  be 
thankful  for,  but  that  they  will  be  able  to 
enjoy — with  their  prayers  that  I  am  sure  all 
of  them  will  have  for  their  families,  their 
future,  and  this  country  and  the  freedom 
that  is  ours — some  good  turkey. 


We  look  to  the  turkey  to  participate  in 
this  great  Thanksgiving  Day  that  is  a  na- 
tional holiday,  when  all  of  us  should  take 
time  out  to  thank  our  Maker  and  our  coun- 
try for  our  lands  and  our  families,  the 
bounties  and  the  blessings  that  are  ours. 

One  thing  that  I  think  we  must  constantly 
be  aware  of  is  that  no  people  anywhere 
during  any  period  of  history  have  ever  had 
so  much  to  be  thankful  for  as  we  Americans. 
Those  of  you  who  were  thoughtful  enough 
to  bring  me  a  turkey  to  be  thankful  for,  I 
will  tell  you  I  will  use  that  turkey  in  my 
Thanksgiving  Day  participation.  All  of 
you  good  folks — even  some  of  you  colum- 
nists that  get  things  mixed  up  sometimes — I 
am  going  to  use  in  my  prayers. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  i:io  p.m.  in  the  Rose 
Garden  at  the  White  House.  The  traditional  pres- 
entation of  the  Thanksgiving  Day  turkey  was  made 
by  members  of  the  Poultry  and  Egg  National  Board 
and  the  National  Turkey  Federation. 
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773    Remarks  in  the  Cabinet  Room  at  the  Unveiling  of  a 
Bust  of  John  F.  Kennedy.    November  19,  1964 


Mrs.  Shriver,  ladies  and  gentlemen: 

All  of  us  who  knew  him,  loved  him,  and 
worked  with  him  here  in  this  historic  room 
are  grateful  today  for  the  opportunity  to 
display  this  magnificent  bust  of  President 
Kennedy.  In  his  thousand  days  of  our 
leadership,  President  Kennedy  made  deci- 
sions which  will  be  remembered  and  re- 
spected for  a  thousand  years.  Certainly  so 
long  as  men  are  free,  and  so  long  as  they 
inhabit  this  planet  in  peace  and  in  courage 
and  in  calmness,  October  1962  will  be 
honored. 

Through  many  of  those  anxious  hours 
when  life  on  this  earth  was  in  the  balance, 
John  Fitzgerald  Kennedy's  finest  moments 
were  spent  here  in  this  room  at  that  table. 

I  am  personally  grateful,  and  I  know  the 
Nation  will  be  grateful,  to  Mrs.  Kennedy  for 
giving  us  the  privilege  of  placing  this  bust 
here  until  it  is  moved  to  the  John  F.  Ken- 
nedy Memorial  Library  at  Cambridge. 

This  fine  work  done  by  Mr.  de  Weldon 
was  commissioned  by  President  Kennedy's 
three  military  aides.  General  Clifton,  Captain 


Shepard,  and  General  McHugh.  Fortu- 
nately a  bronze  replica  is  being  shown 
publicly  in  the  Kennedy  Library  Exhibit, 
which  is  traveling  across  the  Nation,  and 
many  Americans  will  have  the  opportunity 
to  see  this  work  in  that  form. 

For  all  of  us,  the  tragic  anniversary  of  this 
weekend  makes  this  a  very  sad  and  sober 
time.  We  can  here  reflect  upon  the  irony 
that  President  Kennedy  himself  had  placed 
in  this  room  a  bust  of  another  martyred 
President,  Abraham  Lincoln. 

As  was  said  of  the  Great  Emancipator,  we 
can  say  of  our  friend  and  our  brother  and 
our  great  leader:  He  belongs  to  the  ages. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  12:10  p.m.  in  the 
Cabinet  Room  at  the  White  House.  His  opening 
words  referred  to  Mrs.  Sargent  Shriver,  sister  of 
President  Kennedy,  who  represented  the  Kennedy 
family  at  the  unveiling.  Following  his  formal  re- 
marks the  President  read  the  text  of  a  proclamation 
*7ohn  F.  Kennedy,  a  Rededication,"  issued  on  the 
same  day  (see  Item  774). 

The  bust,  the  work  of  Felix  de  Weldon  of  Wash- 
ington, was  commissioned  by  Maj.  Gen.  Chester  V. 
Clifton,  USA,  Capt.  Tazewell  T.  Shepard,  Jr.,  USN, 
and  Brig.  Gen.  Godfrey  T.  McHugh,  USAF,  Aides 
to  President  Kennedy,  as  a  gift  to  Mrs.  Kennedy. 


774    Proclamation  3629:  John  F.  Kennedy,  A  Rededication. 
November  19,  1964 


By  the  President  of  the  United  States  of 
America  a  Proclamation: 

In  John  Kennedy's  life  he  drew  guidance 
from  history.  In  death  he  has  entered  and 
enriched  it. 

For  history  is  more  than  the  record  of 
man's  conflict  with  nature  and  himself.  It 
is  the  knowledge  which  gives  dimension  to 
the  present,  direction  to  the  future,  and 
humility  to  the  leaders  of  men.  A  nation, 
like  a  person,  not  conscious  of  its  own  past 


is  adrift  without  purpose  or  protection 
against  the  contending  forces  of  dissolution. 

Thus  America  will  draw  continual 
strength  and  direction  from  his  story.  And 
the  intensity  and  love  with  which  we  cele- 
brate his  greatness  will  be  a  measure  of  our 
own. 

He  had  one  quality  which  we  must  now 
strive  to  share.  He  saw  the  world  and  its 
problems  in  all  their  fantastic  complexity. 
A  thousand  blending  shades  of  interest  and 
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outlook  made  up  a  challenge  where  difficulty 
was  piled  upon  diflSculty  and  danger  upon 
danger. 

Yet  he  was  unshaken  in  his  faith  that 
man's  problems  could  be  solved  by  man, 
and  in  his  determination  to  make  the  effort. 

We  too  must  have  the  courage  to  confront 
complexity,  never  permitting  it  to  sever  the 
nerve  of  action  or  dull  the  edge  of  faith. 

He  had  qualities  of  greatness.  But  it  is 
among  the  hazards  of  fortune  whether 
character  will  join  with  circumstances  to 
produce  great  deeds. 

It  can  be  said  of  him,  as  Thomas  Jefferson 
said  of  George  Washington:  "Never  did 
nature  and  fortune  combine  more  perfecdy 
to  make  a  man  great,  and  to  place  him  in 
everlasting  remembrance." 

Now,  Therefore,  I,  Lyndon  B.  Johnson, 
President  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
do  proclaim  Sunday,  November  twenty- 
second,  1964,  a  day  of  national  rededication. 

On  that  day,  let  the  word  go  forth,  to 


friend  and  foe  alike,  that  the  vision  of  John 
F.  Kennedy  still  guides  the  Nation  which 
was  the  source  and  the  object  of  his 
greatness. 

In  churches  and  homes  everywhere,  on 
November  twenty-second,  let  us  rededicate 
ourselves  to  the  pursuit  of  those  ideals  of 
human  dignity  in  which  he  believed  and 
whose  course  he  so  brilliantly  illuminated. 

In  Witness  Whereof,  I  have  hereunto 
set  my  hand  and  caused  the  Seal  of  the 
United  States  of  America  to  be  affixed. 

Done  at  the  City  of  Washington  this 

nineteenth  day  of  November  in  the  year  of 

our  Lord  nineteen  hundred  and 

[seal]     sixty-four,  and  of  the  Independence 

of  the  United  States  of  America 

the  one  hundred  and  eighty-ninth. 

Lyndon  B.  Johnson 
By  the  President: 
Dean  Rusk 
Secretary  of  State 


775    Remarks  at  a  Luncheon  of  the  Committee  for  Economic 
Development.    November  19,  1964 


Mr.  Wilde,  my  fellow  Americans: 

Unaccustomed  as  I  have  become  to  public 
speaking  over  the  past  15  days,  I  particularly 
welcome  this  opportunity  to  come  to  talk 
with  you  today. 

For  more  than  20  years  the  Committee 
for  Economic  Development  has  contributed 
much  to  enlighten  the  discussion  of  Ameri- 
ca's most  difficult  economic  problems. 
Individually  and  together  you  have  made  a 
most  valuable  and  quite  unique  contribution 
to  responsible  public  policy.  In  the  years 
ahead  I  hope  your  example  will  not  be  so 
unique  but  I  hope  it  will  be  much  more 
universal. 
The  great  opportunity — and  greater  obli- 


gation— of  this  moment  in  our  national  life 
is  the  opportunity  and  the  obligation  for  all 
segments  of  our  society  to  try  to  be 
constructive. 

Together  we  have  achieved  a  rather  broad 
and  deep  consensus. 

It  is  not  a  consensus  on  personality.  It 
is  not  a  consensus  on  party. 

It  is  a  consensus  on  national  purpose  and 
national  policy. 

We  know  now — as  we  could  not  know  in 
the  years  before — that  we  are  a  people  who 
are  more  united  than  divided  on  America's 
goals. 

Out  of  the  events  of  the  past  364  days  we 
have  emerged  as  a  more  mature,  a  more 
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reflective,  a  more  discerning  and  determined 
people. 

We  know — ^better,  I  believe,  than  any 
other  generation  of  this  century — ^what  kind 
of  country  we  want  America  to  be.  We 
know  what  we  want  to  preserve,  what  we 
want  to  pursue  at  home  and  in  the  world. 

For  any  nation,  such  a  moment,  I  think, 
is  rare. 

For  our  Nation,  such  a  moment  is  too 
rare  to  lose. 

So,  this  moment  of  consensus  must  last 
and  live  and  grow  into  a  long  age  of  con- 
structiveness — an  age  in  which  all  sections, 
all  segments,  and  all  sectors  contribute  their 
best  to  building  strong  foundations  for 
greatness  that  we  hope  is  still  to  come. 

I  said  during  the  recent  campaign  that 
I  believe  we  are  entering  a  new  era  in  the 
affairs  of  the  world.  All  around  the  globe 
new  leadership  is  at  the  helm  of  nations 
which  are  old  and  young,  that  are  free  and 
that  are  communistic.  Within  both  the  free 
world  and  the  Communist  world  new  forces 
and  new  factors  are  at  work. 

None  of  us  can  know  the  full  meaning  of 
these  changes  that  are  taking  place,  but  we 
can  realistically,  I  think,  recognize  that  the 
era  ahead  will  be  more  challenging,  will  be 
more  competitive,  will  be  more  exacting  and, 
yes,  it  is  going  to  be  more  demanding. 

Old  precepts,  old  premises,  and  old  pat- 
terns may  be  less  and  less  pertinent  to  the 
realities  of  the  new  era,  and  we  must  be  the 
first  and  not  the  last  to  recognize  reality. 

But  the  change  of  our  times  is  not  con- 
fined to  the  world  that  is  beyond  these 
shores.  In  all  the  world,  I  think  there  is  no 
nation  that  is  changing  more  dynamically 
than  our  own. 

I  mention  only  one  measure  of  such 
change. 

Since  this  administration  began,  the  popu- 
lation of  the  United  States  has  increased  by 


more  than  10  million,  and  that  is  equal  to 
half  the  population  of  Canada.  Since  the 
tragic  day  that  I  came  to  the  Presidency  a 
year  ago,  there  are  now  about  2^/4  million 
more  Americans. 

Here  at  home — as  in  the  world — z.  new 
era  is  beginning.  If  we  are  to  put  in  place 
sure  and  solid  foundations  for  our  future, 
I  believe  we  must  test  the  realism  of  the 
precepts,  premises,  and  patterns  of  many  of 
our  public  policies  and  attitudes. 

The  temptation  is  great  today  to  talk  in 
terms  of  programs. 

There  is  a  time  and  a  place  for  that,  too, 
but  I  would  rather,  with  this  audience,  speak 
in  terms  of  principles  which  must  and 
principles  which  will  guide  us  on  our 
programs. 

Specifically,  I  want  to  speak  in  terms  of 
principles  relating  to  the  fiscal  policies  of  the 
Federal  Government. 

For  much  too  long,  the  constructiveness 
and  the  creativity  of  the  American  people 
have  been  dissipated  by  divisions  over  our 
Federal  budget. 

I  just  left  a  long  discussion  with  my 
Cabinet  where  that  was  a  priority  subject. 
As  my  Director  of  the  Budget,  Kermit 
Gordon,  has  emphasized  to  you,  our  very 
definitions  of  conservatism  and  liberalism 
have  come  to  mean  attitudes  toward  budget 
size. 

For  myself,  I  believe  that  the  budget  of 
our  Government  should  be  an  area  of 
broadest  consensus — not  an  arena  of  the 
most  partisan  contention. 

I  might  say  that  we  did  not  get  an  exact 
consensus  on  the  last  budget  I  submitted, 
but  it  wasn't  because  I  didn't  try.  I  had  37 
days  and  nights  that  I  worked  over  it,  and 
for  the  first  time  in  many  years,  we  changed 
the  direction  of  it.  We  actually  submitted 
less  to  the  Congress  than  we  had  spent  the 
year  before.    The   first   man   to   see  that 
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budget  was  Harry  Byrd  who  did  not  agree 
with  all  of  it,  and  John  Williams,  the  rank- 
ing Republican  on  the  Finance  Committee. 
To  specify,  I  want  to  say  I  believe  that: 

1.  Barring  massive  changes  in  defense 
spending,  your  Federal  Government  does 
not  have  to  grow  in  size  relative  to  the  size 
of  the  economy. 

2.  With  the  continuing  drive  for  economy 
and  eflSciency  which  we  are  waging  relent- 
lessly— ^and  if  you  read  the  morning  papers 
you  will  see  where  Mr.  McNamara  has  put 
some  substance  to  my  promise  and  it  is  not 
just  a  coincidence  that  he  announced  the 
closing  of  these  defense  installations  to  the 
Congressmen  this  afternoon  and  I  an- 
nounced my  departure  for  Texas  simul- 
taneously— ^we  can  keep  Government 
budgets  under  control  so  that  they  grow  no 
more  rapidly,  and  I  would  hope  may  grow 
less  rapidly,  than  our  economy  grows. 

3.  By  the  same  approach,  we  can  have 
fewer  Federal  workers  per  thousand  of  the 
total  population.  I  might  add  that  in 
September  you  had  fewer  Federal  workers 
than  at  any  time  in  the  last  2}4  years.  I 
hope  to  have  a  reduction  in  October  al- 
though I  have  some  doubts. 

4.  Programs  that  no  longer  serve  a  vital 
purpose  can  and  must  be  pruned  away  and 
all  programs  must  be  administered  with  the 
same  careful  efficiency  as  a  prudent  house- 
holder or  a  prudent  businessman  applies. 

5.  A  frugal  budget  need  not  and  should 
not  be  a  stagnant  budget.  It  must  have 
room  for  new  programs  to  meet  the  aspira- 
tions of  the  American  people  and  to  help 
us  meet  unfilled  needs.  At  the  same  time 
new  programs  should  be  undertaken  only 
when  they  offer  a  higher  value  to  the  Nation 
than  we  would  get  if  the  taxpayers  spent  the 
money  themselves. 

6.  The  Federal  Government  must  take 
into  account  the  impact  of  its  total  spending 


and  its  taxing  on  our  economic  life,  on  mar- 
kets, on  jobs,  on  wages,  on  prices,  on  capital 
investments. 

The  Committee  for  Economic  Develop- 
ment recognized  this  principle  long  ago. 
An  ever-broadening  consensus — conserva- 
tive and  liberal,  labor  and  business.  Republi- 
can and  Democrat — now  accepts  it.  That 
consensus  recognizes  that  true  fiscal  respon- 
sibility will  achieve  a  balanced  budget  out 
of  the  rising  revenues  of  the  healthy  and 
prosperous  economy.  Budgetary  balance 
will  not  be  achieved  by  reckless  cutbacks  of 
expenditures  to  fit  the  tax  revenues  of  a  sick 
economy. 

But  can  these  principles  be  applied?  I 
think  the  answer  is  definitely  yes,  because 
this  is  what  we  are  doing. 

Let  me  give  you  these  examples: 

I.  To  meet  the  demands  of  a  society  that 
is  rapidly  growing  in  population,  wealth, 
and  complexity,  we  are  spending  more  for 
education,  vocational  training,  and  retrain- 
ing. A  child  with  a  grammar  school 
education  will  earn  during  his  lifetime  an 
average  of  $152,000.  A  child  who  goes 
through  high  school  earns  not  $150,000  but 
$272,000.  A  child  who  will  go  through 
college  and  beyond  in  his  lifetime  will  aver- 
age $452,000. 

So,  in  plain,  hard  figures,  it  means  that 
a  college  trained  person  earns  $300,000  more 
than  one  who  has  not  had  elementary,  sec- 
ondary, or  college  education.  When  Uncle 
Sam  will  get,  say,  52  percent  of  that  extra 
$300,000,  we  get  a  pretty  good  return  on  the 
investment  we  made  in  training  that  person. 

So,  I  submit,  to  increase  the  earnings  of 
every  American  child,  it  is  not  only  bankable 
but  it  is  a  prime  investment.  If  private 
financing  lends  a  man  $20,000  over  25  years 
to  build  a  house  which  does  not  grow  and 
make  a  profit,  it  is  my  position  that  the  same 
homeowner  can  be  loaned  the  money  to 
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build  his  son  into  an  educated  man  whose 
income  will  grow  $300,000  on  a  mere 
$20,000  loan. 

We  must  build  more  hospitals.  We  must 
have  more  money  for  medical  research  and 
public  health.  You  take  the  great  loss  that 
this  Nation  suffers — ^resources — every  year 
by  the  millions  who  are  stricken  down  with 
strokes,  with  cancer,  and  with  heart  attacks. 
It  makes  it  absolutely  essential  that  we  pur- 
sue with  vigor  and  a  sense  of  urgency  a 
means  for  finding  the  answers  to  those  man- 
killers. 

We  must  have  a  fight  on  poverty  and  we 
must  make  it  stronger  than  it  has  ever  been 
before  in  our  history. 

Total  Federal  spending  in  1965  will  be 
the  lowest  in  14  years  in  terms  of  our  gross 
national  product. 

Nondefense  spending  will  be  lower  than 
it  was  30  years  ago  in  terms  of  our  gross 
national  product. 

2.  There  are  fewer  Federal  employees 
now  than  there  were  a  year  ago  when  I  took 
office.  That  is  unusual  with  a  growing 
population.  It  is  unusual  with  so  many  of 
our  unfilled  needs  that  we  have  actually  cut 
not  only  Federal  expenditures  but  we  have 
cut  Federal  employees.  Federal  workers 
now  are  3.9  percent  of  total  nonfarm 
employment. 

In  1953  they  were  4.6  percent.  You  see 
the  reduction  in  the  percentage  that  has  been 
made. 

Eliminating  the  employees  of  the  Defense 
Department,  Post  Office  Department,  and 
Veterans  Administration — the  three  big, 
substantial  employers — your  Federal  Gov- 
ernment now  operates  with  fewer  civilian 
employees  than  the  Nation's  telephone 
industry. 

3.  What  about  the  prospects  in  regard  to 
defense? 


Well,  for  the  past  4  years,  military  spend- 
ing has  risen  by  almost  25  percent — defense 
expenditures  up  25  percent  the  last  4  years. 
We  have  spent  roughly  $30  billion  more  on 
defense  than  we  were  spending  in  i960  in 
these  4  years. 

After  President  Kennedy  came  back  from 
Geneva,  we  felt  that  we  had  better  increase 
our  preparedness  efforts.  We  have  spent 
about  $10  billion  more  on  space  than  at  the 
rate  we  were  spending  in  i960 — ^from  $41 
billion  in  fiscal  i960  for  defense  to  nearly 
$50  billion  in  fiscal  1964.  Today,  for  fiscal 
1965  and  beyond,  the  level  of  defense  spend- 
ing is  going  to  remain  constant  or  we  will 
make  a  slight  reduction  if  there  is  no  signifi- 
cant change  in  the  threats  that  we  face.  I 
emphasize  //  there  are  no  significant 
changes. 

There  were  significant  changes  that  faced 
President  Kennedy  after  the  conference  that 
he  held  with  Premier  Khrushchev. 

There  are  two  reasons.  First,  we  have 
achieved  many  of  the  needed  changes  and 
increases  in  our  military  force  structure  as 
a  result  of  this  heavy  expenditure  and,  sec- 
ond, we  have  begun  to  benefit  from  the 
rigorous  5-year  cost-reduction  program 
which  last  year  alone  saved  $2.8  billion  in 
unnecessary  expenditures  and  in  operating 
costs. 

I  have  pledged  that  we  will  remain  first  in 
the  use  of  science  and  technology  for  the 
protection  of  our  people.  I  do  not  think 
that  we  as  a  Nation  can  be  first  in  the  world 
and  second  in  space. 

We  are  now  spending  more  than  $6  billion 
per  year  for  military  research  and  develop- 
ment, and  research  costs  will  probably 
increase  in  future  years. 

But  the  budgetary  impact  of  increased 
military  strength  will  be  more  than  offset 
by   savings   from    Mr.   McNamara's   cost- 
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reduction  program.  That  program  should 
by  fiscal  1968  be  saving  us  $4.6  billion  each 
year — ^$4  billion  a  year. 

My  point  then  is  simply  this:  in  the  new 
era  beginning  for  our  country,  we  are 
challenged  to  do  more  than  we  have  ever 
done  to  preserve  peace,  to  defend  freedom, 
to  assure  freedom's  full  meaning  for  all 
Americans.  But  we  need  not  and  we  must 
not  restrict  our  response  to  these  challenges 
by  being  either  parsimonious  or  prodigal 
with  our  public  moneys. 

The  kind  of  constructive  and  creative 
spirit  that  CED  has  fostered  can  help  us,  I 
think,  find  new  guides,  better  ways,  more 
satisfactory  answers — ^just  as  the  $14  billion 
tax  cut  is  doing. 

Many  of  you  had  much  to  do  with  making 
the  tax  cut  possible. 

Benefits  are  evident  everywhere  in  rising 
sales,  in  expanding  payrolls,  all  without  the 
inflation  many  feared. 

When  you  encourage  men  to  go  out  and 
make  capital  investments  and  you  give  them 
the  hope — we  hope  it  is  a  prudent  hope, 
too — that  they  can  recover  a  reasonable  re- 
turn on  that  investment  and  not  have  it 
confiscated,  you  do  many  things.  First  and 
foremost,  you  increase  payrolls.  Second, 
you  increase  price  stability  because  the  more 
competition  you  have  and  the  more  produc- 
tive capacity  you  have,  the  more  likely  you 
are  to  have  stable  prices  and  not  have 
shortages. 

We  are  maintaining,  I  think,  the  best 
record  of  overall  price  stability  of  any  indus- 
trial country  in  the  world,  and  we  are  doing 
it  without  the  iron  hand  of  price  or  wage 
controls.  We  are  doing  it  with  a  free 
spirited  competition,  and  we  are  doing  it 
by  going  out  and  making  new  capital  invest- 
ments and  by  creating  additional  produc- 
tivity with  a  sense  of  restraint  and  responsi- 
bility, and  that  is  not  a  one-way  street  either. 


We  must  have  responsible  businessmen 
and  responsible  labor  leaders,  and  they  must 
put  their  country  ahead  of  themselves. 

Wholesale  prices  are  no  higher  than  they 
were  last  January,  and  they  are  the  same  as 
the  1959  average.  Prices  that  consumers 
pay  have  inched  up  since  1961  at  half  the 
rate  of  the  preceding  4  years. 

Our  economy  is  expanding  without  ex- 
cesses and  without  distortions  and  without 
the  tightening  of  credit  and  without  the 
boosting  of  interest  that  can  so  easily  turn 
expansion  into  a  recession.  We  so  very 
much  hope  that  we  will  not  have  these  boosts 
and  that  we  will  not  have  this  recession. 

I  know  that  there  are  some  advocates  in 
some  quarters  of  the  business  community, 
and  there  may  be  some  necessary  actions 
that  have  to  be  taken,  but  we  are  very  proud 
of  the  fact  that  we  have  now  gone  45  months 
without  any  dip,  without  any  recession. 
That  is  the  longest  in  the  history  of  this 
country  and  we  are  fighting  to  extend  that 
record. 

This  price  stability  has  enabled  us  to  cut 
our  international  payments  deficits  in  half. 
Our  balance  of  payments,  I  believe,  was  3.3 
last  year  and  will  perhaps  be  2  this  year 
and  stop  the  outflow  of  our  gold. 

The  price  level  in  a  free  economy  can 
remain  stable  only  if  wage  advances  gen- 
erally stay  within  the  bounds  of  the  economic 
gains  in  productivity — and  if  industries 
which  enjoy  very  high  productivity  gains 
share  their  gains  with  consumers  in  lower 
prices  to  offset  the  rising  prices  of  services 
where  productivity  often  lags. 

This,  then,  is  our  basic  guidepost.  There 
is  no  "big  stick"  policy  to  enforce  such  a 
policy — only  the  force  of  good  business 
judgment,  only  die  force  of  responsible 
union  policy,  only  the  force  of  an  informed 
public  opinion. 

But  I  believe,  as  I  said  earlier,  that  there 
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is  a  strong  consensus  of  responsibility,  pru- 
dence, and  understanding  in  America. 
There  is  a  will  to  be  constructive,  there  is  a 
will  to  be  progressive  and  to  be  prudent. 

What  the  new  eras  abroad  and  at  home 
may  hold,  none  can  know,  but  with  this 
spirit  here  I  think  we  can  embark  upon  the 
new  age  with  confidence  in  our  country  and 
strength  in  its  successes. 

The  next  4  years  we  are  going  to  try  to 
have  progressive  and  prudent  government 
leadership.  This  is  going  to  be  no  business 
government.  This  is  going  to  be  no  labor 
government.  We  are  not  trying  to  apply 
any  special  label  and  we  are  not  trying  to 
court  any  specific  segment  of  our  population. 

I  want  very  much  to  be  President  of  all 
of  the  people,  and  I  want  every  businessman 
in  this  land  and  every  workingman  to  know 
that  it  is  my  purpose  and  my  goal  to  give 
equality  of  treatment  and  to  give  the  kind 
of  leadership  that  is  dependable  and  that  is 
calculated  to  earn  the  confidence  of  all  of  the 
citizens. 

I  do  not  interpret  the  selection  as  a  man- 
date to  any  reckless,  novel,  dangerous,  or 
unique  course.  Our  emphasis  is  going  to  be 
this  next  4  years  just  as  it  was  when  the 
Republic  of  Texas  was  founded. 

The  President  of  the  Republic  of  Texas 
said,  "Education  is  the  guardian  genius  of 
democracy.  It  is  the  only  ruler  that  free 
men  recognize  and  the  only  dictator  that 
free  men  desire." 

So,  our  budget  is  going  to  emphasize  re- 
form in  cutting  out  any  unnecessary  expend- 
itures that  we  can  cut  out,  and  we  are 
going  to  place  a  very  special  emphasis  on 
teaching  people  and  preparing  people  and 
qualifying  people  and  trying  to  make  tax- 
payers out  of  taxeaters. 

I  have  gone  into  the  unemployment 
pockets  of  this  country.  I  have  seen  the 
hope  in  the  eyes  of  the  people  that  a  better 


day  would  come  notwithstanding  what  you 
might  hear,  see,  or  believe. 

Most  every  citizen  in  this  land  wants  a 
job  and  would  like  to  work.  The  only  way 
that  I  know  that  we  can  realize — in  fact, 
we  will  never  realize  full  employment  but 
we  want  full  employment  opportunity.  We 
may  not  have  all  of  our  people  fully  edu- 
cated but  we  want  full  educational 
opportunity. 

I  do  not  want  to  see  several  generations 
come  and  go,  never  having  known  private 
employment. 

We  have  3,200,000  18-year-olds  that  are 
coming  into  that  age  group  this  year.  We 
came  back  from  the  war  and  we  started 
adding  to  our  families,  and  now  there  are 
3,200,000  coming  in  that  group.  There  will 
be  more  than  half  a  million  of  those  who  will 
find  the  college  door  closed  to  them — ^you 
can't  enter  because  we  have  no  room  for 
you — and  they  will  find  no  jobs  available 
at  the  doors  on  which  they  knock.  We  have 
to  do  something  with  them.  We  can  let 
them  become  a  nuisance,  a  delinquent,  or  we 
can  prepare  them  to  be  qualified  to  do  what 
needs  to  be  done. 

I  was  in  one  State  and  they  told  me  that 
they  had  unemployment  of  138,000  but  they 
had  93,000  vacancies  that  they  could  not  get 
filled  because  the  men  were  not  equipped  to 
fill  the  jobs  and  they  were  not  equipped  or 
skilled  to  perform  the  work. 

I  particularly  need  good  men  in  the  Fed- 
eral Government.  I  have  spent  my  nights 
ever  since  the  election — I  am  the  only  man  in 
town,  I  think,  who  has  not  had  a  vacation. 
When  they  have  been  feeding  me  Cabinet 
officers  at  the  rate  of  two  or  three  a  day  with 
their  budgets,  they  call  it  a  working  vaca- 
tion— ^whatever  that  is.  I  guess  it  is  because 
I  breathe  fresh,  unpolluted  air  down  on  the 
Pedernales — that's  what  you  call  it. 

We  need  topflight  men,  and  those  of  you 
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who  find  time  to  criticize  the  mistakes  wc 
make  can  spare  us  some  of  those  mistakes 
and  some  of  that  foolishness  if  you  will  just 
look  into  your  own  organizations  and  find 
a  man  or  two  who  needs  some  Washington 
training  and  experience  in  administration — 
that  we  need. 

There  are  some  men  who  have  stayed 
here  as  long  as  they  can  afford  to  stay.  They 
are  out  of  money  and  the  bankers  are  calling 
their  loans.  I  lost  an  Under  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  a  real  financial  genius,  because 
a  banker  would  not  extend  his  loan  and 
Congress  would  not  pass  the  pay  bill. 

In  the  days  ahead,  I  would  be  very  grate- 
ful if  you  would  let  the  Chairman  of  the 
Civil  Service  Commission,  Mr.  John  Macy, 
know  of  any  competent  executive  leaders 
whom  you  think  might  be  persuaded  to 
come  here  and  help  us  do  the  most  impor- 
tant job  in  the  world — trying  to  preserve  it 
and  trying  to  lead  it,  trying  to  keep  our  eyes 
on  the  stars  and  our  feet  on  the  ground. 
I  never  want  to  keep  both  of  them  there  all 
the  time,  but  I  want  to  take  one  step  and, 
when  I  do,  be  sure  the  other  one  is  holding 
steady.  I  don't  want  to  get  both  of  them  off 
the  ground  at  the  same  time,  as  some  people 
do. 

So,  we  do  need  good,  trained  leaders  in 
Government  because  the  rest  of  the  world 
looks  to  us  to  set  an  example,  and  I  look  to 
you  to  help  me. 

The  doors  of  the  White  House  are  open 
to  you.  I  cannot  see  each  of  you  every 
time  that  you  may  have  a  problem  that  you 
want  to  discuss  but  I  do  want  you  to  know 
that  I  feel  your  problems  are  mine.  I  do 
want  to  see  you  prosper  and  make  profits. 

Profits  after  taxes  this  year  are  up  20 
percent.  Labor's  wages  after  taxes  are  up 
some  6  or  7  percent.  We  are  doing  well, 
we  want  to  continue  to  do  well,  but  we  can 
do  better. 


I  am  distressed  sometimes  when  I  see  the 
divisions  in  the  country  that  you  should  not 
think  that  that  should  concern  a  man  who 
got  the  support  of  the  people  that  I  did  in 
such  overwhelming  numbers.  I  do  not  ex- 
pect unanimity  in  our  ranks.  I  do  know 
we  will  have  differences  of  opinion,  but  I 
said  when  I  became  Democratic  leader,  and 
Mr.  Eisenhower  was  a  Republican  President, 
that  I  would  support  the  President  when  he 
was  right,  and  I  would  hold  his  hand  high, 
and  if  he  were  wrong,  in  my  judgment,  I 
would  try  to  submit  an  alternative  to  his 
program  and  let  the  people  choose  between 
the  two,  let  the  Senators  choose.  If  I  dis- 
agreed with  him,  I  would  say  so  courteously, 
candidly.  I  would  not  discuss  personalities 
or  indulge  in  them,  and  I  would  not  talk 
about  his  family  or  his  dogs. 

The  people  did  not  let  me  stay  in  the 
minority  but  2  years,  and  they  selected  a 
Democratic  majority  to  work  with  a  Re- 
publican President  the  remaining  6  years — 
because  I  think  they  approved  of  the  re- 
sponsibility. 

I  am  pleased  to  say  without  getting  po- 
litical that  a  good  many  members,  a  good 
many  voters  in  this  country,  a  good  many 
citizens  of  this  country  still  feel  the  same 
way.  They  think  a  man's  first  duty  is  to 
his  country  and  that  is  my  philosophy. 

When  asked  to  explain  whether  I  was  a 
liberal  or  conservative,  or  rancher  or  banker, 
or  businessman  or  public  servant,  I  said  I 
am  all  of  them.  I  do  not  go  by  any  label. 
First,  I  am  proud  I  am  a  free  man.  Second, 
I  am  proud  I  am  an  American.  Third,  I 
am  proud  I  am  a  public  servant.  This  may 
be  a  little  dangerous  to  say  to  some  of  you, 
but,  fourth,  I  am  proud  to  be  a  Democrat. 
But  in  that  order. 

We  do  not  have  any  corner  on  patriotism. 
People  who  differ  with  us  on  party  princi- 
ples love  their  country  just  as  much  as  we 
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do  and  have  fought  for  it  just  as  much  as 
we  have  and  have  bled  for  it  just  as  much 
as  v^e  have.  So  let's  try  to  avoid  these  deep 
divisions  that  personalities  create. 

Let's  try  to  keep  our  eye  on  the  big  thing. 
We  are  the  greatest  Nation  in  the  v^orld, 
and  V7C  have  so  much  to  preserve  and  so 
much  to  protect.  We  are  going  to  preserve 
it  and  we  are  going  to  protect  it.  We  are 
going  to  develop  it,  and  we  are  going  to 
utilize  it. 


We  are  going  to  leave  this  place  a  better 
place  than  we  found  it. 
Thank  you  very  much. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  2:55  p.m.  at  a  lunch- 
eon in  the  State  Room  at  the  Mayflower  Hotel  in 
Washington.  His  opening  words  referred  to  Frazar 
B.  Wilde,  Chairman  o£  the  Board  of  Trustees,  Com- 
mittee for  Economic  Development.  During  his  re- 
marks he  referred  to  Kermit  Gordon,  Director, 
Bureau  of  the  Budget,  Senator  Harry  Flood  Byrd 
of  Virginia,  Chairman  of  the  Senate  Finance  Com- 
mittee, Senator  John  J.  Williams  of  Delaware, 
member  of  the  Finance  Committee,  and  Robert  S. 
McNamara,  Secretary  of  Defense. 


776    Statement  by  the  President  at  a  Cabinet  Meeting: 
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I.  BUILDING  the  Great  Society  will  re- 
quire a  major  effort  on  the  part  of  every 
Federal  agency  in  two  directions: 

— First,  formulating  imaginative  new 
ideas  and  programs;  and 

— Second,  carrying  out  hard-hitting, 
tough-minded  reforms  in  existing  programs. 

2.  All  of  you,  I  am  sure,  are  convinced  of 
the  need  of  new  ideas.  I  have  been  im- 
pressed with  the  imagination  and  vision 
you  have  shown  in  this  area.  But  I  want 
to  impress  on  you  the  equally  essential 
need  to  be  bold  in  reforming  existing 
programs. 

3.  The  Great  Society  will  require  a  sub- 
stantial investment.    This  means: 

— That  as  a  Nation  we  cannot  afford  to 
waste  a  single  dollar  of  our  resources  on 
outmoded  programs,  which  once  may  have 
been  essential,  but  which  time  and  events 
have  overtaken. 

— That  as  a  Government  we  must  get  the 
most  out  of  every  dollar  of  scarce  budget 
resources,  reforming  old  programs  and  using 
the  savings  for  the  new  programs  of  the 
Great    Society.    The    Congress    and    the 


American  people  will  provide  the  budgetary 
means  to  build  the  Great  Society  only  if  we 
take  positive  steps  to  show  that  we  are  spend- 
ing only  where  we  legitimately  need  to 
spend.  Only  if  we  are  imaginative  in  re- 
form will  we  be  allowed  to  be  imaginative 
in  new  programs. 

4.  Reform  comes  in  two  packages: 

First,  we  simply  cannot  afford  to  keep  on 
doing  the  same  thing  year  after  year  merely 
because  that's  the  way  we  did  it  in  the  past. 
In  particular,  we  cannot  afford  to  spend 
scarce  budget  dollars 

— to  meet  needs  that  no  longer  exist; 

— to  alleviate  hardships  that  have  long 
since  been  overcome;  or 

— to  subsidize  services  that  can  be  pro- 
vided adequately  at  full  cost. 

Second,  in  what  we  do  undertake,  we 
must  get  the  maximum  value  per  dollar 
spent.  I  will  continue  to  insist,  as  I  have 
in  the  past,  on  increased  productivity  and 
greater  efficiency. 

5.  Each  of  you  must  take  a  cold,  hard  look 
at  your  existing  programs.  I  expect  each 
of  you  to  be  as  bold  and  as  imaginative  in 
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reforming   ongoing   programs   as    in   pro- 
posing new  ones. 

6.  I  think  there  are  many  cases  where 
boldness  in  reform  will  pay  off. 

To  be  sure,  every  program  needing  re- 
form has  a  pressure  group  which  will  fight 
reform.  But  I  want  to  make  the  decisions 
as  to  those  fights  which  it  will  be  worth- 
while to  take  on  and  those  which  it  won't. 
I  want  you  to  give  me  plenty  of  such  de- 
cisions to  make. 

If  we  are  going  to  make  an  impact — and 
history  will  find  no  excuse  for  us  if  we 
don't — there  will  be  no  better  time  than 
this  coming  session  of  Congress. 

7.  I  need  your  help  in  this.  I  depend 
upon  your  sharpness  of  vision,  and  your 
knowledge  of  the  programs  in  your  depart- 
ment to  identify  the  reforms  needed. 

The  speed  with  which  we  can  move  ahead 


to  the  Great  Society  will  depend  upon  how 
well  you  do  this  job 

— now, 

— ^in  this  budget,  and 

— in  this  legislative  program. 

I  think  it  is  also  very  important  that 
each  of  you  get  to  know  personally  the  new 
Members  of  Congress,  Republicans  as  well 
as  Democrats. 

We  are  planning  a  reception  here  from  6 
to  8  p.m.,  on  December  9,  for  the  new 
Democratic  Members  of  the  House  and 
Senate,  and  I  want  each  of  you  to  attend. 
This  will  not  suffice,  of  course,  for  personal 
efforts  on  your  part  to  get  to  know  these 
men  and  women.  In  the  long  and  short 
runs,  I  believe  this  personal  relationship  be- 
tween senior  members  of  the  administration 
and  new  Members  of  Congress  will  return 
handsome  dividends. 


777    Statement  by  the  President  at  a  Cabinet  Meeting: 
Personnel  Appointments.    November  ig,  1964 


I  AM  SURE  each  of  you  shares  my  convic- 
tion that  the  character  and  effectiveness  of 
our  administration  will  largely  be  deter- 
mined by  the  quality  of  men  and  women 
appointed  to  leadership  positions. 

This  means  our  presidential  appointees 
must  be  men  and  women  of  character,  abil- 
ity, and  devotion. 

I  want  to  conduct  a  continuing  talent 
search,  in  all  professions  and  in  all  parts  of 
the  country,  to  discover  these  people. 

The  White  House  will  play  a  leading 
part  in  this  search  and  work  closely  with  you 
in  selecting  presidential  appointees  who 
meet  these  high  quality  standards  and  who 
will  be  strong  and  responsive  representatives 
of  the  administration's  programs. 

Since  the  men  and  women  selected  will 


direcdy  assist  you  in  carrying  out  your  pol- 
icy and  management  responsibilities,  they 
must  meet  your  standards  but  they  must 
also  pass  muster  as  members  of  the  Johnson 
administration. 

I  will  establish  a  single  office  within  the 
White  House  to  work  with  you  and  me  in 
meeting  these  vitally  important  staffing 
goals. 

For  the  period  between  now  and  the  inau- 
guration, I  have  asked  John  Macy  to  assist  me 
and  the  White  House  staff  in  working  with 
you  on  this  important  task.  He  will  be 
talking  with  you  about  the  pending  vacan- 
cies and  how  we  can  better  meet  the  staffing 
needs  of  the  administration. 

I  want  to  be  especially  sure  that  each  of 
you  selects  a  top  man  to  serve  as  your  legis- 
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lative  liaison.  Next  to  the  Cabinet  officer 
himself,  I  consider  this  the  most  important 
position  in  the  department.  If  we  are  to 
get  our  legislative  program  through,  you 
must  have  heavyweights  in  these  jobs — 
people  with  political  sensitivity  and  substan- 
tive knowledge  of  your  programs.    I  expect 


them  to  keep  you  thoroughly  informed  of 
the  situation  affecting  your  programs  on  the 
Hill,  and  in  turn,  I  expect  you  to  keep  me 
informed  at  all  times.  You  will  personally 
be  responsible  for  your  legislation,  so  I  know 
you  will  want  a  congressional  liaison  office 
of  the  first  order. 


778    Remarks  at  Southwest  Texas  State  College,  San  Marcos. 
November  20,  1964 


Dr,  Flowers,  Dr.  McCroc\lin,  my  fellow 
Americans: 

If  I  were  to  get  sentimental,  you  would 
miss  your  dinner  this  evening,  so  I  hope 
you  will  forgive  me  for  not  reminiscing  this 
morning,  and  understand  that  you  are  the 
winner.  I  am  so  happy  to  be  back  home 
and  to  see  so  many  friends,  some  of  whom 
I  knew  when  I  first  came  here  40  years 
ago,  and  some  whom  I  welcome  as  the  new 
leaders  of  this  great  institution. 

I  was  just  telling  Dr.  McCrocklin  that 
shortly  after  I  became  President,  the  Prime 
Minister  of  one  of  our  neighboring  countries 
paid  his  first  visit  to  Washington  and  the 
scholarly  Secretary  of  State,  Mr.  Dean  Rusk, 
had  him  to  a  very  small  dinner  party  that 
evening. 

After  they  had  all  toasted  each  other  at 
some  length,  I  had  to  give  the  toast  of  the 
evening.  I  looked  around  just  to  see  what 
kind  of  company  I  was  keeping.  I  saw 
the  distinguished  former  dean  of  faculty 
of  Harvard  there,  I  saw  one  of  the  leading 
members  of  the  faculty  of  Princeton  there, 
I  saw  three  of  Harvard's  outstanding 
graduates  there,  and  there  was  Senator  Ful- 
bright,  Secretary  of  State  Rusk,  and  at  least 
two  more  Rhodes  scholars. 

So  I  concluded  my  toast  by  welcoming  to 
the  dining  room  that  evening  four  Rhodes 
scholars,  three  Harvard  graduates,  two  from 


Yale,  one  from  Princeton,  and  one  from 
San  Marcos  State  College! 

So  I  am  truly  glad  to  be  back  home  again. 
I  am  very  happy  to  be  at  the  inauguration 
of  your  new  president.  In  fact,  I  think  I 
like  it  so  much  I  believe  I  will  very  soon  just 
have  one  of  my  own. 

I  have  taken  great  pride  in  the  leadership 
of  Dr.  Flowers,  Dr.  Evans,  and  many  mem- 
orable faculty  members  of  this  institution. 
I  having  been  a  former  janitor  and  worked 
out  on  the  rocks  on  the  campus,  and  part- 
time  secretary  with  Tom  Nichols  in  the 
president's  office,  I  am  very  deeply  impressed 
with  the  importance  of  the  head  of  this  in- 
stitution. 

When  we  thought  we  might  be  able  to 
come  today,  I  asked  my  assistant.  Jack  Va- 
lenti,  to  call  Dr.  McCrocklin's  office  and  ask 
him  does  the  President  speak  first  or  last. 
The  answer  came  back,  "The  president 
speaks  last  and  Mr.  Johnson  speaks  first." 

I  have  traveled  a  long  way  from  this  col- 
lege to  the  office  that  I  now  occupy.  In  few 
times,  yes,  in  very  few  nations,  in  man's 
journey  has  it  been  possible  for  any  man  to 
travel  such  a  road. 

In  Washington  I  am  surrounded  by  men 
who  have  come  from  every  walk  of  life  to 
the  most  responsible  posts  of  government. 
For  that  is  what  your  government  really  is. 
It  is  not  a  strange  and  alien  power  in  a 
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remote  and  menacing  city.  It  is  a  banker 
from  New  York  and  a  druggist  from  Min- 
nesota, the  son  of  a  tenant  farmer  from 
Texas.  Some  day  it  may  very  well  be  some 
of  you. 

America  has  succeeded  more  than  any 
other  nation  in  the  world  in  making  it  pos- 
sible for  a  man  to  achieve  whatever  his 
ability  would  allow.  The  idea  that  man's 
only  limitation  would  be  his  talent  and  in- 
telligence, and  his  willingness  to  work,  has 
been  at  the  heart  of  the  American  dream, 
and  for  some  of  us  it  has  come  true. 

Yet  this  pursuit  is  never  a  finished  task. 
Each  generation  is  charged  anew  with  ex- 
tending opportunity  to  more  of  our  people 
and  elevating  the  horizons  of  all  of  our 
people. 

Today  we  are  at  the  edge  of  a  new  era  of 
progress  toward  the  American  dream.  It  is 
an  opportunity  as  large  and  as  exciting  as 
that  granted  to  those  who  settled  this 
continent. 

Our  basic  goal  has  not  been  changed,  but 
the  growth  of  our  Nation,  the  progress  of 
science  and  knowledge,  the  change  in  our 
way  of  life,  makes  it  necessary  to  shape  new 
tools  to  reach  old  goals.  And  by  moving 
ahead  only  can  we  hope  to  preserve  the 
values  of  the  past. 

First,  we  must  strike  down  the  barriers 
which  limit  the  hopes  and  the  achievements 
of  some  of  our  people.  No  person  should  be 
stifled  and  restricted  because  of  his  race,  or 
the  circumstances  of  his  birth,  or  the  lack 
of  an  adequate  education,  or  because  he 
comes  from  a  poor  home.  Through  our 
pursuit  of  equal  opportunity,  the  war 
against  poverty,  we  are  going  to  change 
things  in  this  country. 

Your  own  very  able  and  popular  Con- 
gressman is  leading  the  way  in  that  effort. 
The  people  of  this  area  of  Texas  know  the 
taste  of  poverty.    For  generations  the  adobe- 


caliche  soil  has  yielded  forth  a  harsh  living 
to  those  who  worked  it  in  this  area. 

We  have  come  a  long  way  since  those 
days  when  I  lived  in  the  school  garage  here 
on  the  campus.  Incidentally,  I  lived  there 
3  years  before  the  business  manager  knew 
about  it.  And  I  don't  think  he  ever  would 
have  if  the  coach  hadn't  told  him  that  I  was 
bathing  in  the  gymnasium.  But  in  that 
period,  want  and  hunger  were  no  strangers 
to  San  Marcos. 

The  energy  and  the  will  of  the  people  of 
this  area  have  created  a  city  of  hope  and 
fulfillment  for  many.  But  now  we  have 
an  opportunity  to  unite  in  will  and  heart  and 
spirit  to  bring  a  final  end  to  poverty. 

Along  with  Congressman  Pickle,  Senator 
Yarborough,  and  your  distinguished  Gov- 
ernor Connally,  we  propose  that  San  Marcos 
be  the  first  city  in  the  entire  Southwest  to 
organize  and  to  begin  to  fight  the  war 
against  poverty. 

I  would  like  to  establish  here  where  Dr. 
Evans  and  Dr.  Flowers  served  so  long,  this 
institution  that  graduated  Jesse  Kellam,  Bill 
Deason,  and  a  good  many  others  that  I 
see  here  this  morning,  and  sent  them  forth 
to  lead  their  fellow  men — I  would  like  to 
establish  a  job  corps  camp  to  train  between 
1,000  and  2,000  young  men  in  the  skills 
which  will  make  it  possible  for  them  to  find 
rewarding  work  and  to  contribute  to  the 
prosperity  of  this  community  and  to  ulti- 
mately become  leaders  of  their  fellow  men. 

If  this  idea  is  to  become  a  reality,  then 
your  officials  and  civic  leaders  and  educa- 
tional leaders  must  meet  and  organize  and 
prepare  this  community  to  share  in  a  co- 
operative effort  with  your  Government.  I 
have  asked  the  very  able,  talented,  and  at- 
tractive director  of  the  war  against  poverty, 
who  sits  with  me  in  my  Cabinet,  Mr.  Sar- 
gent Shriver,  to  come  to  Texas  next  Wednes- 
day.   And  if  you  are  ready,  and  if  you  have 
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done  your  work  by  then,  he  will  come  to 
San  Marcos  and  he  will  meet  you  here,  and 
we  will  begin.  So  you  are  privileged  to  be 
among  the  first  in  this  Nation  to  attack  and 
to  end  the  curse  of  poverty.  Because  so 
much  of  it  began  here. 

There  is  the  challenge.  We  are  ready. 
The  rest  is  up  to  you. 

The  expansion  of  education  is  going  to 
receive  special  emphasis  in  the  budget  that 
I  am  now  preparing.  We  have  one  of  our 
Cabinet  officers.  Secretary  Udall,  who  won- 
ders how  much  education  is  going  to  take 
from  the  resources  that  he  is  interested  in, 
the  conservation  effort.  But  I  am  going  to 
take  him  down  here  when  we  get  through 
here  this  morning  and  do  something  that  I 
had  really  never  anticipated  doing  before: 
walk  him  from  the  campus  to  Riverside 
along  the  same  route  that  I  used  to  walk 
with  a  lovely  blond,  through  the  fish  hatch- 
ery. I  hope  it  will  be  as  attractive  to  him 
as  it  was  to  me. 

Next  we  must  move  to  enlarge  the  hori- 
zons of  all  Americans,  and  this  effort  is 
what  we  will  pursue  in  the  Great  Society. 
It  is  founded  upon  the  idea  that  the  ultimate 
test  of  any  society  is  really  the  quality  of  the 
men  and  women  that  it  produces,  and  the 
quality  of  the  life  that  they  are  permitted 
to  lead. 

These  goals  can  never  be  measured  in 
guns  or  statistics.  They  do  not  flow  auto- 
matically from  wealth  or  power.  They 
must  be  made  a  careful,  conscious  objective, 
and  they  must  be  pursued  with  dedication 
and  labor. 
And  that  we  intend  to  do. 
Even  the  greatest  of  past  societies  were 
founded  upon  the  exploitation  and  the  mis- 
ery of  many.  So  we  in  beautiful  America 
can  be  the  first  to  enrich  the  quality  of  the 
life  of  all  of  our  people. 


We  do  not  make  money  just  to  build 
factories.  Yes,  we  have  the  tools  to  do  such 
a  job.  We  make  money  to  make  it  possible 
to  enrich  the  lives  of  human  beings.  We 
are  the  richest  and  we  are  the  most  powerful 
nation  on  earth.  Our  knowledge  and  our 
insight  into  our  own  problems  are  growing 
daily.  And  now  I  believe  today  we  can  see 
our  real  goal. 

That  goal  is  not  an  idle  dream.  And  it 
is  not  a  vague  Utopia.  It  has  concrete  goals 
and  it  requires  specific  programs. 

Even  as  we  meet  here  today,  some  of  those 
programs  are  being  prepared  for  my  review. 
The  one  I  just  announced  I  reviewed  on  the 
helicopter  coming  down  here  this  morning. 

These  programs  will  attack  the  problems 
of  making  our  cities  a  decent  place  to  live  in. 
They  will  seek  to  preserve  the  beauty  of  our 
land.  They  will  strive  to  make  it  possible 
for  every  child  born  in  this  country  to  re- 
ceive an  education  of  the  highest  quality,  to 
the  full  limit  of  his  ability,  no  matter  how 
poor  he  is,  no  matter  where  he  lives,  no 
matter  which  side  of  the  tracks  he  was  born 
on. 

It  will  do  all  these  things  and  more,  much 
more.  It  will  not  be  a  program  for  a  hun- 
dred days  or  even  a  program  for  the  next 
4  years.  It  will  point  toward  the  year  2000. 
But  it  will  provide  the  base  on  which 
America  moves  forward  and  builds. 

Let  there  be  no  mistake.  The  objectives 
we  seek  will  not  be  handed  to  you  by  a 
beneficent  government.  The  work  of  a 
few  men  in  Washington  will  not  make  life 
easier.  No  one  man  can  lead  this  Nation, 
and  you  cannot  sit  idly  by,  quietly  waiting 
for  the  day  when  someone  else  will  make 
everything  better  for  you. 

These  goals  are  going  to  demand  your 
effort  and  your  work  and  your  sacrifice,  and 
the    best   from    every    American.    It    will 
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mean  that  each  of  you  must  participate  in 
the  affairs  of  your  community  and  your 
State  and  your  Nation.  It  will  require  the 
help  of  government  at  every  level,  of  labor 
and  of  business,  of  farmers  and  consumers. 

A  President  can  lead  and  teach,  and  ex- 
plore, and  set  goals.  He  can  have  his  eyes 
in  the  stars,  with  a  vision  that  will  flow 
therefrom,  and  he  can  have  his  feet  on  the 
ground,  with  a  solid  foundation  that  we 
need. 

But  no  leader  can  make  a  people  more 
than  they  are,  or  make  them  more  than  they 
really  want  to  be.  My  success  and  Amer- 
ica's success  will  depend  on  you. 

It  was  a  hundred  years  ago,  in  1864,  that 
Abraham  Lincoln  abolished  slavery  in  this 
country.  A  hundred  years  later,  here  in  the 
hills  of  home,  we  are  inaugurating  a  move- 
ment to  abolish  poverty  in  this  country. 

I  rode  on  the  train  to  Washington  from 
where  I  opened  my  campaign  here  in  San 
Marcos  in  1937.  A  great  President,  a  fear- 
less leader,  a  man  who  preserved  our  Re- 
public in  its  most  challenging  period,  talked 
to  me  about  the  third  of  our  land  that  were 
ill  fed,  ill  clad,  and  ill  housed,  and  he  sought 
to  do  something  about  it. 

I  had  seen  him  stand  in  front  of  that  Cap- 
itol only  a  few  years  before,  when  the  banks 
were  popping  like  firecrackers,  when  the 
farmers  were  burning  their  produce  because 
they  had  no  market  to  sell  it  in,  and  when 
soup  lines  were  stretched  around  the  corners 
of  city  blocks. 

But  I  saw  him  bring  hope  to  a  great  Na- 
tion. He  said,  "The  only  thing  we  have  to 
fear  is  fear  itself." 

During  his  leadership  and  the  leadership 
that  followed  under  President  Truman,  Pres- 
ident Eisenhower,  and  President  Kennedy, 
we  have  reduced  that  one-third  that  were  ill 
fed,  ill  clad,  and  ill  housed,  to  one-fifth 


today.  So  we  put  on  our  robes  and  march 
forth  to  abolish  that  one-fifth  who  live  on 
incomes  of  less  than  $3,000  a  year. 

I  know  that  those  of  you  who  have  en- 
joyed the  fruits  of  your  own  labors,  and  have 
been  the  beneficiaries  of  the  leadership  and 
the  planning  of  others,  like  Dr.  Evans  and 
Dr.  Flowers,  are  willing  to  reciprocate  by 
helping  those  less  fortunate. 

So  I  call  upon  every  student  of  this  institu- 
tion and  every  graduate  of  this  college,  every 
faculty  member,  to  pledge  himself  not  to  the 
Emancipation  Proclamation  that  Lincoln 
signed  a  hundred  years  ago,  or  not  to  free- 
ing the  slaves,  but,  instead,  to  declaring  a 
war  and  abolishing  poverty  in  this  land. 

What  a  great  example  that  would  be  for 
the  rest  of  the  world.  They  look  to  us. 
We  are  the  one  of  120  nations  that  sits  there 
in  a  goldfish  bowl  for  all  to  observe  and  for 
all  to  judge. 

You  can  look  around  and  see  some  of  the 
boys  that  came  to  this  school,  and  what  you 
did  for  them  in  moving  them  out  of  that 
one-third  group.  You  can  look  not  far  away 
to  the  University  of  Texas  and  see  some  of 
its  products,  like  Mr.  Pickle,  who  was  a 
poor  boy  and  came  there,  and  he,  too, 
worked  for  the  NYA. 

The  great  leadership  that  is  being  given 
this  State  now  by  your  Governor,  one  of  the 
ablest  chief  executives  and  one  of  the  sound- 
est leaders  that  we  have  known,  was  made 
possible  because  when  he  came  from  Flores- 
ville  without  a  dollar  in  his  pocket,  he  got  an 
NYA  job  at  17  cents  an  hour — and  he  is 
now  the  chief  executive  of  what  was  once 
the  largest  State  in  the  Union. 

So  the  opportunity  is  here  if  you  have  the 
will  and  the  leadership  and  the  determina- 
tion. I  could  think  of  no  better  epithet,  I 
could  think  of  no  greater  sense  of  satisfaction 
or  achievement  that  could  come  to  anyone 


1609 


[778]    Nov.  20 


Public  Papers  of  the  Presidents 


than  to  have  it  said  of  him  that  he  led  this 

way  in  this  noble  undertaking.    I  believe 

and  I  know  that  you  and  all  of  my  fellow 

Americans  will  be  equal  to  this  task.    So 

let's  be  on  our  way. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  10:45  a.m.  in  the 
gymnasium  at  the  Southwest  Texas  State  College, 
San  Marcos,  at  the  inauguration  of  Dr.  James  H. 
McCrocklin,  as  president  o£  the  college.    His  opening 


words  referred  to  Dr.  J.  G.  Flowers,  the  college's 
outgoing  president.  During  his  remarks  he  referred 
to,  among  others,  Dr.  C.  E.  Evans,  former  president 
of  the  college,  Jack  Valenti,  Special  Consultant  to 
President  Johnson,  and  Representative  J.  J.  Pickle, 
Senator  Ralph  Yarborough,  and  Governor  John  B. 
Connally,  all  of  Texas.  He  also  referred  to  R.  Sar- 
gent Shriver,  Director  of  the  Office  of  Economic 
Opportunity,  and  Stewart  L.  Udall,  Secretary  of  the 
Interior. 


779    Thanksgiving  Day  Message  to  Members  of  the 
Armed  Forces.    November  25,  1964 


TODAY  all  Americans  thank  the  blessings 
of  the  Lord  for  the  bounty  of  their  land. 
In  homes  at  peace,  in  houses  of  worship  that 
are  untouched  by  rancor  or  anger,  families 
are  gathered  in  gratitude  for  all  that  God 
has  given  them  and  for  the  blessings  that 
He  has  rained  upon  our  Nation. 

Many  of  you  will  not  be  with  your  fam- 
ilies today.  Nearly  all  of  you  will  be  far 
from  your  homes  and  your  friends  and  the 
land  that  you  now  defend.  But  all  of  us 
here  at  home  remember  you  with  gratitude. 
We  owe  much  to  those  who  over  centuries 
have  stood  the  long,  hazardous,  and  often 
lonely  vigil  of  freedom  around  the  world. 
Our  twin  blessings  of  peace  and  abundance 
have  always  rested  on  those  who  were  will- 
ing to  risk,  whatever  the  danger,  and  to 
sacrifice,  whatever  the  cost,  for  the  freedom 
of  America. 

Those  same  blessings  depend  upon  you 
today.  The  first  Thanksgiving  was  cele- 
brated by  a  small  group  of  valiant  pioneers. 
They  were  beset  by  the  harshness  of  nature 


and  the  hazards  of  enemies.  Behind  them 
lay  a  year  of  heavy  toil.  Ahead  lay  the  un- 
certainties of  the  New  England  winter. 
Yet,  they  thanked  in  sincere  joy  the  God 
who  had  permitted  them  to  survive  the  year 
and  reap  the  harvest,  and  brought  them  to  a 
place  where  a  man  could  hope  to  be  free. 

Today  we  are  prosperous  and  mighty  be- 
yond the  farthest  imagining  of  those  men 
and  women.  Yet,  we  mark  the  same  glad 
and  humbling  ritual.  It  reminds  us  that 
freedom  is  always  in  the  midst  of  peril,  that 
democracy  is  a  goal  and  not  an  achieve- 
ment. Peace  comes  only  to  those  who  work 
for  it  and  are  ready  to  defend  it,  and  the 
rewards  of  the  world  are  at  the  mercy  of 
that  just  Providence  who  has  thus  far  seen 
fit  to  bless  this  land. 

For  that  we  give  thanks  and  pray  that  we 
may  continue  to  deserve  His  blessings. 

note:  The  message  was  taped  at  2:35  p.m.  in  the 
President's  office  at  the  LBJ  Ranch,  Johnson  City, 
Tex.  It  was  relayed  to  the  U.S.  armed  forces  over- 
seas via  Syncom  and  Relay  communications  satellites. 
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780    The  President's  News  Conference  at  the  LBJ  Ranch. 
November  28,  1964 


THE  PRESIDENT,  [i.]  The  present  discussion 
of  the  Atlantic  Alliance  that  we  see  in  the 
press  and  by  the  commentators,  on  tele- 
vision and  radio,  is,  I  think,  partially  the 
result  of  a  neglect  of  first  principles  that  are 
worth  some  new  attention  this  morning. 

The  ultimate  essentials  of  the  defense  of 
the  Atlantic  community  are  the  firmness  and 
the  mutual  trust  of  the  United  States  and 
Europe.  The  United  States  position  I  should 
make  abundandy  clear.  The  safety  of  the 
United  States  depends  upon  the  freedom  of 
Europe,  and  the  freedom  of  Europe  depends 
upon  the  strength  and  the  will  of  the  United 
States.  That  strength  and  that  will  have 
never  been  clearer,  have  never  been  more 
necessary  than  today. 

The  United  States  is  committed  to  the 
increasing  strength  and  the  cooperation  of 
the  Atlantic  community  in  every  field  of 
action — economic,  commercial,  and  mone- 
tary. There  are  no  problems  which  we  can- 
not solve  together,  and  there  are  very  few 
which  any  of  us  can  setde  by  himself. 

The  United  States  sees  no  safe  future  for 
ourselves  and  none  for  any  other  Adantic 
nation  in  a  policy  of  narrow  national  self- 
interest.  One  of  the  great  aspirations  with- 
in the  Atlantic  community  is  the  aspiration 
toward  growing  unity  among  the  free 
peoples  of  Europe.  No  nation  on  either  side 
of  the  Adantic  has  done  more  to  support 
diis  purpose  than  the  United  States.  This 
support  will  continue. 

Since  1945  the  United  States  has  borne  a 
special  responsibility  for  the  nuclear  defense 
of  the  free  world.  The  costs  and  the  com- 
plexities of  modern  nuclear  weapons  make 
it  inevitable  that  this  American  responsibility 
will  continue  far  into  the  future.    While  we 


cannot  divest  ourselves  of  this  awesome  ob- 
ligation, we  can  and  we  will  work  earnestly 
with  all  of  our  friends  to  find  new  and  bet- 
ter ways  by  which  all  interested  members  of 
the  alliance  can  increase  their  own  sense  of 
safety  by  sharing  responsibility  in  the  unified 
defense  of  the  alliance  as  a  whole.  This  is 
the  meaning  of  our  present  interest  in  the 
multilateral  forces.  This  is  the  meaning 
of  our  continued  readiness  to  discuss  these 
problems  with  every  interested  ally. 

I  beUeve  that  the  Atlantic  Alliance  is  only 
at  the  beginning  of  its  time  of  greatest 
achievement.  Its  success  has  been  proved 
in  15  years  of  Atlantic  peace.  Its  differences 
are  differences  among  peoples  who  have 
learned  in  the  torment  of  war  that  the  free- 
dom of  each  requires  the  freedom  of  all. 
I  look  forward  with  confidence  to  the  reso- 
lution of  present  differences  and  the  reas- 
sertion  of  the  unity  which  is  so  deeply  in 
the  common  interest  of  us  all. 

[2.]  Let  me  add  here  this  statement  vol- 
untarily before  I  submit  for  questions,  a 
word  about  the  Congo  and  about  Africa, 
which  has  engaged  our  very  special  atten- 
tion, as  you  know,  this  week.  This  terrible 
experience,  this  reign  of  terror  and  disorder, 
these  innocent  lives  sacrificed  in  political  re- 
prisals, constitute  a  tragedy  for  Africa  and 
for  the  Congo  as  well  as  for  the  rest  of  the 
world. 

What  has  happened  in  Stanleyville  has 
happened  far  too  often  to  Congolese  and 
foreigners  alike  on  both  sides  in  various  con- 
flicts in  the  Congo  in  recent  years.  The 
Congo  has  suffered  through  more  than  4 
years  of  violence  and  bloodshed  and  dis- 
unity. It  has  been  an  arena  of  power  strug- 
gles and  ideological  wars.    I  hope  now  that 
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it  can  have  at  last  a  chance  for  peace  and 
order,  and  economic  recovery,  so  that  the 
ordinary  people  of  the  Congo  can  hope  for 
improvement  in  their  lot  and  for  protection 
against  the  daily  threat  of  violent  death. 

I  have  wired  the  relatives  of  our  citizens 
who  lost  their  lives  there  my  feelings  and  ex- 
pressed my  great  sympathy  for  them  in  this 
hour.  We  lost  three  Americans.^  Un- 
doubtedly we  would  have  lost  dozens  more 
had  we  not  acted  prompdy  and  decisively 
in  cooperation  with  the  Belgian  paratroopers. 
As  you  know,  more  than  4,000  Congolese 
themselves,  most  of  whom  were  people  with 
education,  more  than  4,000  Congolese  in 
recent  months  have  lost  their  lives  because 
of  these  disorders. 

I  would  like  to  stress  to  those  of  you  here 
at  the  ranch  this  morning  that  the  United 
States  has  no  political  goals  to  impose  upon 
the  Congo.  We  have  no  narrow  interest. 
We  have  no  economic  gain  to  be  served  in 
the  Congo.  We  seek  to  impose  no  political 
solution,  neither  our  own  nor  that  of  some 
other  outsider. 

We  have  tried  only  to  meet  our  obligations 
to  the  legitimate  government,  and  to  its 
efforts  to  achieve  unity  and  stability  and 
reconciliation  in  the  Congo. 

So  we  hope  now  that  everyone  who  has 
had  a  part  in  this  4-year  agony  of  the  Congo 
will  bury  past  differences  and  try  to  work 
together  in  a  spirit  of  compassion,  to  help 
reach  these  goals  of  unity  and  stability  and 
reconciliation.  If  this  could  happen,  per- 
haps the  hundreds  of  innocent  lives,  Con- 
golese and  foreign,  that  have  been  sacri- 
ficed will  not  have  been  sacrificed  in  vain. 

We  were  necessarily  a  party  to  the  de- 
cisions, and  I  assume  full  responsibility  for 
those  made  for  our  planes  to  carry  the  para- 

^Dr.  Paul  Carlson  of  California,  Phyllis  Rine  of 
Mount  Vernon,  Ohio,  and  Joseph  Tucker  of  Lamar, 
Ark.,  all  missionaries. 


troopers  in  there,  in  this  humanitarian  ven- 
ture. We  had  to  act  and  act  promptly  in 
order  to  keep  hundreds  and  even  thousands 
of  people  from  being  massacred.  And  we 
did  act  in  time. 

The  paratroop  force  that  we  moved  in 
there  will  be  moved  out  tonight,  and  it  will 
be  moved  out  of  the  Congo  to  Ascension 
Island  in  the  South  Atlantic  Ocean. 

[3.]  Another  matter  which  we  have 
spent  some  time  on  in  the  last  few  days  is 
the  monetary  situation. 

This  week  we  witnessed  a  rather  remark- 
able demonstration  of  the  strength  of  inter- 
national monetary  cooperation.  Eleven  na- 
tions, including  the  United  States,  and  the 
Bank  of  International  Setdement,  arranged 
with  the  United  Kingdom  to  provide  credit 
facilities  totaling  about  $3  billion  to  defend 
the  pound  sterling  against  speculative 
pressure. 

We  are  gratified  that  these  arrangements 
were  worked  out  so  speedily  and  with  such 
widespread  international  participation.  This 
action  should  give  the  United  Kingdom  the 
breathing  space  needed  to  carry  out  an  ef- 
fective program  for  improving  its  balance-of- 
payments  position. 

Of  course,  none  of  us  was  pleased  that  the 
Federal  Reserve  was  obligated  to  raise  our 
discount  rate  as  a  precautionary  move  in 
response  to  international  developments. 
However,  as  Chairman  Martin  has  clearly 
stated,  this  move  is  not,  repeat  not,  intended 
to  restrict  the  availability  of  credit  to  the 
domestic  economy  and  does  not  lead  us  to 
expect  any  significant  increase  in  the  cost 
of  domestic  long-term  credit,  either  from 
the  banks  or  in  the  capital  market. 

We  can  count  on  monetary  policies  that 
continue  to  meet  the  credit  needs  of  a  non- 
inflationary  expansion.  This  expansion,  as 
you  know,  is  about  to  enter  its  46th  consecu- 
tive month,  an  unprecedented  record  of 
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peacetime  prosperity. 

Although  strikes  in  the  automobile  indus- 
try dampened  our  economic  performance  in 
October  and  early  November,  there  is  en- 
couraging evidence  that  the  underlying 
economic  forces  remain  strong.  I  presume  it 
has  almost  become  traditional  for  me  to  dis- 
cuss economics,  and  I  v^ill  certainly  do  so  as 
long  as  you  will  follow  me  and  it  is  desirable, 
at  least. 

But  I  would  like  to  point  out  that  our 
housing  starts  showed  a  welcomed  9  per- 
cent rise  in  October.  Our  new  orders  re- 
ceived by  manufacturers  continued  to  exceed 
shipments,  which  would  indicate  further 
strength  in  manufacturing  production  in  the 
coming  months. 

Outside  of  durable  goods  manufacturing, 
which  showed  the  effects  of  the  strike,  non- 
farm  payroll  employment  scored  a  good 
gain,  180,000  persons  in  October.  Exclud- 
ing sales  by  auto  dealers,  retail  sales  were 
6.5  percent  above  last  year  for  the  4  weeks 
that  ended  November  21st. 

Now  that  the  auto  strikes  are  behind  us, 
this  underlying  strength  should  again  be- 
come fully  apparent.  The  coming  holiday 
season  will  find  our  economy  setting  new 
records  for  production,  employment,  income, 
and  sales. 

I  think  I  should  add  that  I  have  been 
kept  in  close  touch  with  the  auto  people.  I 
communicated  with  Mr.  Reuther  when  he 
was  abroad,  and  he  came  back  and  I  have 
talked  to  him  since  we  have  been  here.  I 
am  very  happy  that  the  employment  situa- 
tion in  the  auto  industry  as  a  result  of  the 
agreements  between  the  management  and 
labor  has  been  worked  out,  and  we  can  look 
forward  to  full  production  and  more  com- 
plete employment. 

[4.]  As  you  know,  I  will  complete  today 
a  rather  thorough  review  with  each  Cabinet 
officer  of  items  that  we  will  put  in  the  budget 


for  fiscal  year  1966.  Mr.  Katzenbach  ^  and 
some  of  his  associates  will  arrive  shortly 
and  will  spend  part  of  the  day  with  me. 
Later  in  the  day  I  will  have  the  Chairman, 
the  distinguished  Chairman,  of  the  Appro- 
priations Committee  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, Mr.  Mahon,  flying  in  to  give 
him  an  up-to-date  review  of  what  the  agen- 
cies are  asking,  and  to  invite  the  suggestions 
of  the  Congress  and  certainly  his  committee 
on  any  suggestions  they  might  have. 

I  must  tell  you  that  in  candor  and  frank- 
ness no  one  can  tell  what  this  budget  figure 
will  be.  What  we  have  done  is,  we  have  had 
each  department  present  to  the  Budget  and 
to  the  President  what  they  feel  are  their 
minimum  demands  for  this  year. 

The  Budget  Director  has  not  scrutinized 
each  of  those  demands  nor  has  the  President. 
We  will  do  that  during  the  next  30  days. 

This  is  the  first  preliminary  presentation 
and  there  will  no  doubt  be  some  increases  to 
what  they  have  asked  at  this  time,  depending 
on  developments  abroad  and  here,  and  there 
must  be  a  good  many  reductions. 

The  figure  that  they  are  asking  is  in  the 
neighborhood  of  $108  billion,  between  108 
and  109.  As  I  say,  there  will  be  some  addi- 
tions to  that  and  there  will  be  some  reduc- 
tions.    But  that  process  is  now  underway. 

I  have  a  perspective  on  the  budget  ex- 
penditure and  the  employment  trends  in  re- 
lation to  other  trends  in  our  great  and  grow- 
ing economy. 

It  has  been  a  rather  interesting  study  that 
must  continue  until  early  January.  I  asked 
the  Budget  Director  when  he  was  here  the 
other  day  to  present  two  charts  which  would 
show  how  the  Federal  budget  expenditure 
and  Federal  employment  have  behaved  over 
the  past  decade.  All  of  our  people  are  in- 
terested in  this,  but  they  have  to  support 

^  Nicholas  deB.  Katzenbach,  Acting  Attorney  Gen- 
eral. 
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other  divisions  of  Government,  and  I  v^anted 
to  see  how  our  expenditures  compared  with 
our  gross  national  product  and  how  our 
employment  compared  with  our  population. 

We  all  realize  that  we  have  new  people, 
3  or  4  million,  coming  into  our  population 
each  year.  There  will  be  additional  needs 
for  them,  and  so  forth.  The  Federal  ex- 
penditures shown  on  this  chart  show  what 
they  would  have  been  had  they  kept  their  '55 
relationship  to  State-local  government  spend- 
ing and  to  the  gross  national  product. 

You  will  see  we  started  out  at  $64.4  billion 
in  our  1955  expenditure,  and  if  we  had  gone 
and  spent  the  same  amount  as  the  State- 
local  governments  did,  we  would  have  a 
budget  this  year  of  $143  billion.  If  we  had 
spent  only  the  same  percentage  to  our  gross 
national  product  as  we  did  in  1955,  we 
would  be  spending  $109.8  billion. 

I  think  that  that  is  what  the  managers  of 
our  departments  feel  would  be  a — felt  last 
year  and  feel  this  year — would  be  the  desir- 
able and  almost  necessary  level. 

You  will  recall  the  37  days  and  nights  that 
we  worked.  We  anticipate  this  year  an  ex- 
penditure of  somewhere  in  the  neighborhood 
of  I97.2,  about  $700  million  under  what  I 
had  estimated  at  the  beginning  of  the  year. 
That  may  come  up  some  the  next  few 
months,  depending  on  any  needs  that  we 
have.  But  if  we  had  spent  like  the  States  and 
local  people  spent,  it  would  be  $143  billion. 
If  we  had  spent  in  accordance  with  the  in- 
crease in  our  productivity,  our  gross  national 
product,  it  would  be  $109  billion.  It  actu- 
ally is  between  97  and  98.  They  are  asking 
for  108  next  year.  These  charts  show  our 
general  relation  to  the  gross  national  product 
and  State  and  local  government  expendi- 
tures. 

We  have  here  an  employment  chart  that 
tells  somewhat  the  similar  story.  We  had 
2,371,000  in  '55.    If  we  had  added  the  same 


number  of  employees  that  the  State  and  local 
governments  have  added  according  to  their 
relationship,  we  would  have  3,886,000.  If 
we  added  only  in  accordance  with  our  popu- 
lation needs,  it  would  be  2,783,000.  As  you 
can  see,  during  this  period,  it  held  about  the 
same,  or  actually  it  has  declined  a  few 
thousand  since  we  went  in. 

That  will  necessarily  increase  some  because 
we  have  an  increasing  population,  we  have 
a  steadily  growing  economy,  we  have  ex- 
penditures in  employment  in  Federal  pro- 
grams that  are  new,  that  are  just  coming  up. 
At  the  same  time,  I  think  it  is  imperative 
that  we  do  our  best  to  increase  efficiency  and 
productivity  in  Government  programs  and 
reform  existing  programs  to  meet  the  needs 
of  today  and  tomorrow. 

These  charts  show  that  both  Federal 
spending  and  Federal  employment  are  under 
tight  and  effective  controls  and  I  plan  to 
keep  it  that  way.  So  we  are  putting  to- 
gether a  budget  which  will  continue  these 
favorable  trends  but  we  are  trying  to  find 
substantial  places  where  we  can  eliminate 
programs  and  where  we  can  make  reforms 
that  will  give  us  some  leeway  to  institute 
new  measures. 

[5.]  The  United  Steel  Workers  officials 
are  meeting  Wednesday  to  draw  up  their 
wage  demands.  I  know  you  must  have  ob- 
served that,  and  I  think  that  every  person 
in  this  country  has  a  very  vital  interest  in 
the  outcome  of  these  negotiations. 

I  am  very  pleased  with  the  current  pros- 
perity of  the  steel  industry.  Production  this 
year  will  reach  an  alltime  peak.  Steel  profits 
are  up  26  percent  over  last  year.  Employ- 
ment is  up  80,000  since  last  December. 
Steel  prices  have  been  essentially  stable  since 
October  1963,  and  I  hope  and  I  expect  that 
they  can  remain  that  way. 

As  the  period  of  bargaining  approaches, 
I  am  anxious  to  preserve  stability  in  this  great 
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industry.  I  know  I  can  count  on  both  sides 
to  do  their  utmost  to  resolve  the  important 
local  and  national  issues  before  them,  again 
avoiding  the  dislocations  of  a  strike. 

I  also  look  forward  to  a  responsible  settle- 
ment which  preserves  stable  labor  cost  per 
unit  and  thus  contributes  to  continued  sta- 
bility in  steel  prices.  I  am  sure  that  the 
parties  have  the  wisdom  to  reach  a  new 
agreement  without  a  strike  and  without 
labor  cost  or  price  increase.  We  can  then 
look  forward  to  continued  balanced  expan- 
sion with  our  record  of  cost-price  stability 
remaining  intact. 

Now,  if  you  would  like,  I  will  take  ques- 
tions. I  know  that  you  don't  want  to  be 
kept  too  long.  But  you  can  extend  your 
period  of  questioning  a  little  bit  if  you  want 
to  because  we  have  some  people  from  our 
State  that  may  want  to  add  to  your  usual 
time.  It  may  be  that  you  will  want  to 
eliminate  some  of  these  volunteers  that  don't 
interest  you.  I  just  wanted  to  review  with 
you  what  we  have  done  here  in  the  last  week. 

We  will  be  returning  tomorrow  afternoon, 
sometime  between  i  and  3.  I  have  spent  the 
morning  talking  to  Secretary  Dillon,  Secre- 
tary Rusk,  Secretary  McNamara,  Mr.  Bundy, 
and  the  Budget  Director^  in  the  usual 
routine  conferences  we  have  by  telephone 
instead  of  in  person,  when  we  are  here. 
Now,  if  you  care,  you  can  take  the  next  20 
minutes  so  you  don't  get  deprived  of  any  of 
your  opportunity  to  ask  questions. 

[6.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  is  expansion  of 
the  Viet-Nam  war  into  Laos  or  North  Viet- 
Nam  a  live  possibility  at  this  point? 

THE  PREsmENT.  I  think  Mr.  Kildufl^  re- 
viewed with  you  yesterday  the  feeling  of  this 
administration.  I  don't  want  to  give  you 
any  particular  guideposts  as  to  your  conduct 

*McGeorge  Bundy,  Special  Assistant  to  the 
President,  and  Kermit  Gordon,  Director,  Bureau  of 
the  Budget. 

*  Malcolm  M.  KilduflF,  Assistant  Press  Secretary. 


in  the  matter.  But  when  you  crawl  out  on 
a  limb,  you  always  have  to  find  another  one 
to  crawl  back  on. 

I  have  just  been  sitting  here  in  this  serene 
atmosphere  of  the  Pedernales  for  the  last  few 
days  reading  about  the  wars  that  you  have 
involved  us  in  and  the  additional  under- 
takings that  I  have  made  decisions  on  or 
that  General  Taylor  ^  has  recommended  or 
that  Mr.  McNamara  plans  or  Secretary  Rusk 
envisages.  I  would  say,  generally  speaking, 
that  some  people  are  speculating  and  taking 
positions  that  I  would  think  are  somewhat 
premature. 

We  have  had  many  conferences  in  the  last 
year  in  connection  with  the  South  Viet-Nam 
situation.  It  has  been  a  serious  problem  for 
many  years.  Secretary  McNamara  has  made 
several  trips  out  there.  Secretary  Rusk  has 
made  two  trips  out  there  since  I  became 
President.  The  first  meetings  I  had  as  Presi- 
dent were  with  Ambassador  Lodge  ^  who 
was  called  in.  I  have  had  other  meetings 
with  General  Taylor  and  other  conferences. 
We  have  scheduled  them  in  Honolulu. 

In  retrospect,  as  you  look  back  over  your 
writings  during  all  of  that  period,  they  are 
somewhat  similar  to  what  they  are  today. 
I  don't  know  whether  you  have  a  black 
sheet  that  you  take  out  every  time  we  have 
a  meeting  on  it  and  rewrite  it,  but  in  Hono- 
lulu we  had  these  dire  predictions  and  we 
served  notice  on  the  world  that  we  were 
about  to  launch  a  big  new  effort. 

I  would  say  the  situation  is  always  serious. 
It  is  quite  a  problem.  Periodically  we  will 
have  meetings  with  our  top  people.  Every 
few  weeks  we  will  have  General  Taylor  or 
Mr.  Johnson  or  General  Westmoreland  ^  or 

®Gen.  Maxwell  D.  Taylor,  U.S.  Ambassador  to 
Viet-Nam. 

®  Henry  Cabot  Lodge,  former  U.S.  Ambassador 
to  Viet-Nam. 

^U.  Alexis  Johnson,  Deputy  U.S.  Ambassador 
to  Viet-Nam  and  Gen.  William  Westmoreland, 
Commander,  U.S.  Forces  in  Viet-Nam. 
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some  other  people  from  out  there  in  here. 
We  will  evaluate  the  situation.  We  will  do 
everything  we  can  to  make  it  more  effective 
and  more  efficient.  The  only  thing  we  need 
to  do  to  end  our  real  problem  in  that  area  is 
for  some  folks  out  there  to  leave  their  neigh- 
bors alone.  We  hope  in  due  time  that  that 
can  be  brought  about. 

At  the  moment,  General  Taylor  will  re- 
port to  us  on  developments.  We  will  care- 
fully consider  those  reports.  He  is  meeting 
with  Secretary  McNamara  and  Secretary 
Rusk,  Mr.  Bundy  and  Mr.  Harriman,  I  be- 
lieve, today  and  tomorrow.  I  will  meet  with 
him  in  the  early  part  of  the  week.^  I  an- 
ticipate that  there  will  be  no  dramatic  an- 


®On  December  i  the  White  House  announced 
that  the  President  had  reviewed  the  situation  in 
South  Viet-Nam  with  Ambassador  Taylor,  Secretary 
of  State  Dean  Rusk,  Secretary  of  Defense  Robert  S. 
McNamara,  Central  Intelligence  Agency  Director 
John  A.  McCone,  and  Gen.  Earle  G.  Wheeler,  Chair- 
man of  the  Joint  Chiefs  of  Staff. 

The  release  stated  that  Ambassador  Taylor  re- 
ported that  the  political  situation  in  Saigon  was  still 
difficult,  but  that  the  new  government  under  Prime 
Minister  Tran  Van  Huong  was  making  a  determined 
effort  to  strengthen  national  unity,  to  maintain  law 
and  order,  and  to  press  forward  with  the  security 
program.  Over  the  past  few  months,  he  said, 
security  problems  had  increased  in  the  northern 
provinces  of  South  Viet-Nam,  with  uneven  progress 
elsewhere;  however  the  strength  of  the  government's 
armed  forces  was  being  increased  by  improved  re- 
cruiting and  conscription,  and  by  an  increase  of 
nearly  100  percent  in  the  combat  strength  of  the 
Vietnamese  Air  Force.  Ambassador  Taylor  also 
reported  that  increased  interdiction  of  communi- 
cation routes  by  the  Viet  Cong  was  interfering  to 
some  extent  with  commerce  within  the  country. 

The  meeting,  the  release  noted,  also  reviewed  the 
accumulating  evidence  of  continuing  and  increased 
North  Vietnamese  support  of  the  Viet  Cong  and  of 
North  Vietnamese  forces  in,  and  passing  through,  the 
territory  of  Laos  in  violation  of  the  Geneva  Accords 
of  1962. 

The  release  concluded  by  stating  that  the  President 
had  "reaffirmed  the  basic  U.S.  policy  of  providing 
all  possible  and  useful  assistance  to  the  South 
Vietnamese  people  and  government  in  their  struggle 
to  defeat  the  externally  supported  insurgency  and 
aggression  being  conducted  against  them." 
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nouncement  to  come  out  of  these  meetings 
except  in  the  form  of  your  speculation. 

[7.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  have  you  given 
any  thought  to  a  meeting  with  the  new  lead- 
ers of  the  Soviet,  and  do  you  think  such  a 
meeting  could  serve  a  useful  purpose  in  the 
next  few  months.? 

THE  PRESIDENT.  We  have  no  plans  for  such 
a  meeting. 

[8.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  in  connection 
with  your  statement  on  Western  Europe, 
there  have  been  questions  about  your  own 
personal  commitment  to  the  multilateral 
force.  Do  you  strongly  believe  in  it  as  the 
main  essential  in  your  program  for  Western 
Europe  at  this  time.? 

THE  PRESIDENT.  I  touched  on  that  in  the 
statement  a  moment  ago.  We  are  now  pre- 
paring ourselves  for  a  conference  with  the 
Prime  Minister  of  Great  Britain  who  will 
be  here  in  a  few  days.®  We  have  just  con- 
cluded meetings  between  Mr.  Rusk  and  Mr. 
Schroder.^^  I  think  the  general  feeling  of 
the  President  and  this  Government  is  out- 
lined in  the  statement  I  just  gave  you.  We 
do  realize  that  for  many  years  to  come  we 
will  have  great  responsibility  in  this  general 
area. 

We  want  to  work  out  with  all  of  the  na- 
tions, the  free  nations,  the  best  solution 
possible.  We  are  not  going  to  be  adamant 
in  our  attitudes.  We  are  going  to  try  to  be 
cooperative  and  helpful,  and  we  hope  that 
we  can  obtain  a  meeting  of  the  minds  of  all 
of  our  allies. 

[9.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  do  you  foresee 
the  meeting  with  Wilson  as  the  beginning  of 
a  round  of  bilateral  talks  with  allied  leaders, 
and  including  one  with  De  Gaulle? 

THE  PRESIDENT.  No,  I  wouldu't  Say  it  is 
a  beginning.    I  would  say  it  is  natural  and 


"  See  Items  795-797. 

^**  Gerhard   Schroder,   German   Foreign  Minister, 
who  was  in  Washington  November  22-26. 
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normal  for  the  allies  to  confer  and  exchange 
viewpoints.  We  are  very  happy  that  the 
Prime  Minister  is  coming,  and  we  look  for- 
ward to  a  very  productive  visit.  We  will  be 
very  glad  from  time  to  time  to  meet  with 
the  other  leaders.  As  you  know,  Secretary 
Ball  ^^  and  Secretary  Rusk  both  have  trips 
to  Europe  planned  this  year,  and  there  will 
be  other  exchanges.  I  wouldn't  say  that 
the  meeting  with  Wilson  is  necessarily  the 
beginning.  I  would  say  it  is  a  normal  rou- 
tine, and  we  will  carry  on  with  them  and 
explore  every  possible  matter  of  mutual 
interest. 

Q.  Do  you  foresee  one  soon  with  De 
Gaulle? 

THE  PRESIDENT.  We  don't  have  any  sched- 
uled at  the  present  time. 

[10.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  sir,  do  you  plan 
any  sort  of  reprisals  against  the  rebels  in  the 
Congo  to  hold  them  responsible  for  killing 
the  Americans? 

THE  PRESIDENT.  I  think  that  the  Secretary 
has  stated  our  position,  that  we  feel  out- 
raged by  the  actions  that  were  taken,  not 
only  against  some  of  our  people  but  against 
the  Congolese  themselves,  that  resulted  in 
thousands  losing  their  lives,  and  we  certainly 
hope  that  the  perpetrators  of  these  outrages 
are  brought  to  justice. 

[11.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  do  you  feel  that 
J.  Edgar  Hoover's  usefulness  has  been  im- 
paired because  of  the  controversial  state- 
ments he  has  made  about  Martin  Luther 
King,  the  Warren  Commission,  and  the 
Supreme  Court? 

THE  PRESIDENT.  We  have  individuals  from 
time  to  time  that  give  their  views  in  various 
situations.  Both  persons  that  you  men- 
tioned have  exercised  their  freedom  of 
speech  on  occasions.  My  problem  is  to  try 
to  prevent  the  strong  divisions  that  could 
come  to  pass  from  time  to  time,  instead  of 

"George  W.  Ball,  Under  Secretary  of  State. 


provoke  them.  We  are  very  anxious  that 
each  person  receive  the  protections  of  the 
law  in  this  country  and  be  adequately  pro- 
tected in  their  constitutional  rights. 

Mr.  Hoover  has  been  called  upon  by  the 
President  and  by  others  on  many  occasions 
to  do  work  in  the  examination  and  in  the 
study  and  investigation  in  this  field,  par- 
ticularly the  field  of  civil  rights.  He  has 
been  diligent  and  rather  effective,  and  I 
would  hope  that  in  the  months  ahead  we 
would  have  further  evidence  of  the  out- 
standing capacity  of  his  people,  and  that 
this  would  not  degenerate  into  a  battle  of 
personalities. 

As  you  know,  in  the  campaign  I  did  all  I 
could  to  keep  that  from  happening,  and  I 
will  continue  to. 

[12.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  is  it  the  estimate 
of  our  Government  today  that  an  increase  or 
an  expansion  of  the  war  in  Viet-Nam  would 
probably  lead  to  Chinese  Communist 
retaliation? 

THE  PRESIDENT.  I  think  that  we  will  evalu- 
ate the  entire  situation  out  there  with  Gen- 
eral Taylor  in  the  coming  week  and  take 
whatever  action  we  think  is  in  the  national 
interest. 

[13.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  do  you  intend 
to  name 

THE  PRESIDENT.  I  am  uot  hearing  you,  and 
I  am  having  a  little  static  over  here. 

Q.  Do  you  intend  to  name  a  new  Attorney 
General  anytime  soon,  Mr.  President? 

THE  PRESIDENT.  I  have  named  Mr.  Katzen- 
bach  to  direct  the  activities  of  the  Justice  De- 
partment. When  and  if  I  have  any  changes 
in  that  situation,  I  will  be  glad  to  prompdy 
announce  them. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  do  you  anticipate  any 
other  Cabinet  changes? 

THE  PRESIDENT.  Yes,  I  think  from  time  to 
time  there  will  be  changes  in  the  depart- 
ments.   A  good  many  men  who  came  there 
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expecting  to  stay  2  or  3  or  4  years — their  time 
has  already  run  out.  I  have  one  that  I  can 
announce  to  you  this  morning. 

The  Under  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  Mr. 
Roosa,  had  agreed  to  stay  on  3  years  when 
he  came  to  Washington,  and  because  of  the 
situation  in  our  Government  following  the 
loss  of  President  Kennedy,  we  asked  him  to 
stay  on.  He  agreed  to  help  us  through  this 
year.  He  is  resigning  to  go  into  private 
business,  and  he  has  written  me  a  letter  of 
resignation.    I  have  responded. 

If  Mr.  Reedy  will  have  those  letters  mime- 
ographed, they  will  be  available  to  you  and 
you  can  release  them  in  the  morning. 

But  there  will  be  changes  in  the  admin- 
istration from  time  to  time  because  of  the 
long  period  that  some  men  have  served,  be- 
cause of  financial  demands,  because  of  fam- 
ily problems.  I  don't  anticipate  that  I  will 
have  the  degree  of  changes  that  you  would 
have  in  a  change  of  administration.  I  hope 
that  we  will  have  reasonable  continuity,  and 
I  think  we  have  had.  It  is  rather  unusual. 
I  am  deeply  indebted  to  the  men  and  women 
who  have  made  sacrifices  to  continue  in 
public  service. 

[14.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  to  get  back  to 
J.  Edgar  Hoover  for  i  minute,  have  you 
given  him  assurances  that  he  can  remain  as 
Director  of  the  FBI  as  long  as  you  are 
President? 

THE  PRESIDENT.  We  had  a  public  ceremony 

regarding  Mr.  Hoover,  and  I  will  ask  Mr. 

Reedy  to  give  you  a  full  transcript  so  you  can 

have  exactly  what  happened  and  what  was 
said.^2 

[15.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  do  you  have  an 
agreement  with  Vice  President-elect  Hum- 
phrey as  to  what  would  happen  if  you  suf- 
fered some  disability  as  other  Presidents 
have  had? 

THE  PREsroENT.  No,  I  don't. 

"  See  Item  333. 


Q.  Do  you  plan  something  like  that? 

THE  PRESIDENT.  I  do — when  he  is  Vice 
President. 

[16.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  a  number  of 
African  nationalists  have  charged  that  our 
intervention  in  Stanleyville  was  an  act  of 
imperialism.  What  answer  do  you  have  for 
those? 

THE  PRESIDENT.  I  think  I  havc  told  you 
what  actuated  us  and  what  motivated  us. 
We  went  in  solely  for  humanitarian  reasons. 
We  were  asked  by  the  Belgian  Government 
to  assist  with  transportation  in  order  to  pre- 
vent massacre  of  our  citizens  and  of  other 
citizens  of  the  world,  including  citizens  of 
the  Congo. 

We  gave  great  consideration  to  that  and 
we  saw  there  was  no  responsible  government 
that  had  been  able  to  give  us  any  assurances 
that  the  lives  of  our  people  would  not  be 
taken  and  the  lives  of  other  nationals  would 
not  be  taken.  And  we  had  seen  that  thou- 
sands of  Congolese  had  lost  their  lives. 

So  we  felt  that  our  concern  for  humanity, 
our  own  national  interest,  dictated  that  we 
comply  with  the  request  to  furnish  transpor- 
tation. We  made  that  decision.  We  acted. 
We  carried  out  our  part  of  the  bargain  and 
we  think  we  saved  hundreds  and  thousands 
of  lives,  not  only  of  Americans  but  others. 
And  I  thought  we  had  no  alternatives. 

[17.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  are  you  going 
to  give  Mr.  Marvin  Watson  a  post  in  your 
administration? 

THE  PRESIDENT.  I  would  like  to,  but  I  have 
no  plans  whatever  to.  He  has  other  prob- 
lems, other  duties  now,  and  there  is  not  any- 
thing in  the  offing.  I  see  a  good  deal  in  the 
press  about  it.  But  if  they  had  taken  the 
same  caution  you  do,  they  wouldn't  have 
misled  their  readers. 

[18.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  have  you  made 
any  decision  on  the  vacancy  on  the  Federal 
Power  Commission? 
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THE  PRESIDENT.  No,  I  havcii't.  When  I 
have  any  appointments  to  make,  we  won't 
keep  those  secret.  We  will  make  a  public 
announcement  of  them.  In  cases  of  all  com- 
missions, we  will  submit  their  names  to  the 
Congress  for  confirmation  where  they  will 
be  carefully  considered  and  perhaps  debated. 

[19.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  could  you  tell 
us  anything  about  your  personal  contact  with 
General  de  Gaulle? 

THE  PRESIDENT.  Ycs,  we  havc  had  contacts 
from  time  to  time  when  I  was  Vice  Presi- 
dent, and  since  I  have  become  President,  per- 
sonal, official,  orally,  and  in  writing.  No 
doubt  we  will  have  others  from  time  to 
time. 

[20.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  there  have  been 
reports,  including  one  in  a  speech  by  Sena- 
tor Humphrey,  that  you  plan  to  submit  a 
very  extensive  Federal  aid  program  for  ele- 
mentary and  high  schools.  Can  you  tell  us 
a  little  bit  about  that? 

THE  PRESIDENT.  No.  We  havc  reached  no 
agreement  about  that. 

[21.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  do  you  still 
hope  to  keep  your  budget  below  $100  bil- 
lion? 

THE  PRESIDENT.  I  would  always  hope  to 
keep  it  as  low  as  possible.  I  have  told  you 
about  what  I  know,  and  I  think  that  it  would 
be  pure  speculation  to  say — well,  I  have  said 
many  times  that  I  like  to  keep  the  budget  as 
low  as  possible.  I  hope  it  could  be  $100 
billion.  But  I  have  given  you  the  facts  as 
I  see  them,  and  maybe  your  speculation  on 
that  is  as  good  as  mine.  It  is  very  difficult 
to  know  now  whether  you  can  reduce  these 
requests  to  that  area  or  not.  I  would  rather 
doubt  it  at  the  moment. 

[22.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  before  the  con- 
vention, we  understood  that  you  expected 
to  expand  the  duties  of  the  Vice  President. 
Have  you  talked  to  Senator  Humphrey  about 
this  and  could  you  give  us  something  more 


specific  about  the  tasks  you  expect  him  to 
do? 

THE  PRESIDENT.  Yes,  I  have  talked  to 
him  about  it,  and  I  will  be  talking  to  him 
about  it  from  time  to  time,  and  will  be 
asking  him  to  assume  additional  responsi- 
bilities as  the  need  for  them  arises.  I  ex- 
pect to  engage  his  counsel  and  his  years  of 
experience  in  connection  with  the  budget  be- 
fore it  goes  to  Congress  so  he  will  be  gen- 
erally familiar  with  the  operations  of  each 
department. 

I  would  hope  that  because  of  his  long  asso- 
ciation in  the  Senate  and  his  familiarity  with 
the  legislative  program  that  he  would  not 
only  as  presiding  officer  of  that  body  under 
the  Constitution  but  as  a  former  Member 
of  it  he  would  be  of  great  service  to  the 
country,  acting  with  the  Legislative  and  the 
Executive  in  trying  to  help  formulate  our 
program  for  the  year. 

I  know  he  has  demonstrated  an  intense 
interest  in  our  space  activities,  and  under 
the  Space  Act  he  will  be  the  new  Chairman 
of  the  Space  Council,  which  is  composed  of 
the  Secretary  of  State,  the  Secretary  of  De- 
fense, the  Chairman  of  the  Atomic  Energy 
Commission,  and  the  Space  Administrator. 
Because  of  his  activity  and  his  interest  in  the 
constitutional  rights  field,  I  know  that  he 
will  give  us  his  counsel  and  leadership  in 
connection  with  equal  employment  and  pre- 
venting discrimination  against  any  of  our 
citizens  because  of  race  or  religion  or  region. 

From  time  to  time  there  will  be  particular 
assignments  that  I  will  want  him  to  under- 
take because,  as  I  told  you  before,  I  have 
an  extremely  high  regard  for  his  capacity, 
and  he  has  a  rich  background.  I  want  to 
call  upon  him  every  place  I  think  he  can 
make  a  contribution. 

He  has  already  been  here,  as  you  know. 
He  was  the  first  to  come.  We  talked  at  some 
length  about  what  he  would  do.    Some  of 
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that  was  on  the  record,  such  as  I  have  just 
repeated  to  you.  Unfortunately,  the  horse 
got  in  the  way  and  took  the  headlines.  But 
he  will  be  very  busily  engaged. 

[23.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  you  may  re- 
member that  during  the  campaign  you  had 
to  cancel  a  dinner  engagement  in  Dallas. 
Do  you  expect  to  be  able  to  keep  that  en- 
gagement before  the  end  of  the  year? 

THE  PRESIDENT.  No.  I  uevcr  had  an  en- 
gagement in  Dallas,  and  I  did  not  cancel 
any  engagements.  There  was  some  tenta- 
tive planning  that  included  a  number  of 
visits  in  Texas.  We  did  not  confirm  those 
and  we  were  unable  to  continue  with  our 
planning  in  that  regard  because  of  develop- 
ments regarding  the  Chinese  nuclear  situa- 
tion and  the  change  of  government  in 
Russia. 

I  welcome  every  opportunity  to  come  to 
Texas,  and  I  will  no  doubt  be  visiting  you 
perhaps  more  frequently  than  you  would 
like  because  I  know  it  is  a  long  way  out  here 
on  a  slow  bus,  and  part  of  your  responsibility 
is  to  look  after,  look  over,  and  look  out  for 
the  President,  and  keep  in  touch  with  his 
activities.  But  I  will  be  back,  in  and  out 
from  time  to  time,  and  I  would  like  very 
much  to  visit  other  parts  of  the  State. 

[24.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  can  you  give  us 
any  sort  of  a  preview  of  the  program  you 
will  place  before  the  new  Congress,  at  least 
the  items  to  which  you  will  give  top  priority? 

THE  PRESIDENT.  Ycs.  I  dou't  think  the 
Cabinet  and  the  President,  and  my  staff 
people,  have  closed  it  up  yet,  but  we  have 
been  working  day  and  night  since  the  elec- 
tion in  thinking,  researching,  studying,  and 
inviting  the  counsel  of  business  people,  medi- 
cal leaders,  educational  leaders,  and  Govern- 
ment experts,  and  we  are  trying  to  assemble 
these  ideas  and  suggestions  for  my  considera- 


tion and  for  the  Cabinet's  study,  and  for  the 
Budget  Director's  attention. 

We  feel  very  strongly  that  the  parts  of  the 
program  that  were  not  enacted  in  the  last 
session  should  be  acted  upon  at  an  early  date. 
Those  include  medical  care,  Appalachia, 
ARA,  the  immigration  bill.  All  of  those  are 
a  part  of  what  the  Johnson  administration 
feels  is  of  immediate  interest  and  need  to  the 
American  people. 

In  addition  we  are  now  evaluating  very 
carefully  the  requirements  of  the  three  edu- 
cational bills  that  I  signed  into  law,  the  hos- 
pital and  library  bills  that  I  have  signed  into 
law,  the  poverty  program  which  we  have 
inaugurated,  which  they  received  their 
money  for  in  October.  They  are  very  care- 
fully trying  to  wisely  apportion  that  over  the 
country.  We  want  to  see  what  expansions 
we  can  make  in  that  field. 

We  will  have  a  very  heavy  emphasis,  as  I 
indicated  in  the  campaign,  on  natural  beauty, 
on  conservation,  on  education,  on  health,  on 
economy,  and  we  will  continue  with  our  sci- 
entific studies  and  try  to  advance  and  acceler- 
ate improvements  in  the  Defense  Depart- 
ment, our  weapons  systems,  and  our  space 
effort.  All  of  those  will  be  submitted  to  the 
Congress  from  time  to  time. 

We  will  have  some  general  observations 
to  make  early  in  the  year,  but  I  have  already 
reviewed  with  the  leadership  what  I  would 
like  for  them  to  act  on  in  the  way  of  medical 
care,  excise  taxes,  unemployment  compensa- 
tion modernization,  and  the  detailed  provi- 
sions on  health,  education,  conservation, 
agriculture,  natural  beauty,  will  come  along 
from  time  to  time. 

Reporter:  Thank  you,  Mr.  President. 

note:  President  Johnson's  thirty-fourth  news  con- 
ference was  held  on  the  front  lawn  at  the  LBJ  Ranch, 
Johnson  City,  Tex.,  at  10:45  a.m.  on  Saturday, 
November  28,  1964. 
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781    Message  Greeting  Sir  Winston  Churchill  on  the  Occasion 
of  His  90th  Birthday.    November  30,  1964 


I  KNOW  I  speak  for  all  Americans,  your 
fellow  citizens,  in  extending  warmest  con- 
gratulations and  affectionate  best  wishes  on 
your  90th  birthday.  As  you  celebrate  this 
milestone  in  a  full  and  eventful  life  we  re- 
member with  gratitude,  and  future  genera- 
tions will  continue  to  do  so,  your  magnificent 
eloquence,  your  unfailing  courage  and  your 


great  service  to  the  cause  of  freedom  and 
human  dignity. 

Lyndon  B.  Johnson 

note:  The  text  of  Sir  Winston's  reply  follows: 

I  am  most  grateful  to  you,  Mr.  President,  for  your 
heartwarming  message.  As  an  honorary  citizen  of 
the  United  States,  I  send  my  compatriots  my  thanks 
and  my  true  good  wishes. 

Winston  S.  Churchill 


782    Remarks  at  a  Luncheon  for  the  U.S.  Olympic 
Medal  Winners.    December  i,  1964 


I  HOPE  you  are  understanding  people.  I 
appreciate  your  patience  and  ask  for  your 
forgiveness.  I  would  like  to  introduce  to 
you  a  few  of  our  distinguished  guests  today. 

There  is  a  saying  among  some  people  to 
never  spend  your  time  on  a  colonel  if  there 
is  a  general  in  the  vicinity.  And  my  beloved 
friend  and  distinguished  Vice  President- 
elect, Senator  Hubert  Humphrey,  I  observe 
has  a  rule,  "Never  sit  by  a  man,  if  there  is 
a  lady  in  the  room."  Stand  up,  Hubert. 
I  want  to  introduce  you. 

And  that  may  account  for  the  unusually 
high  percentage  of  female  voters  that  were 
recorded  in  November. 

I  would  also  like  to  present  Mr.  Kenneth 
L.  Wilson,  the  president  of  the  United  States 
Olympic  Committee  which  did  such  a  superb 
job  of  administering  affairs  for  our  team  and 
three  other  high  officials  of  our  Government 
who  made  their  own  sparkling  place  in  the 
record  book  of  sports.  If  you  will,  hold 
your  applause  until  I  introduce  the  other 
three  distinguished  guests  today. 

My  good  friend  and  very  great  public 
servant,  Mr.  Justice  Byron  R.  White,  pres- 
ently a  member  of  the  Supreme  Court,  the 


fabled  "Whizzer"  White,  everybody's  AU- 
American  when  he  played  football  at  the 
University  of  Colorado. 

My  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  the  imagi- 
native and  man  of  vision,  Mr.  Stewart  L. 
Udall,  who  was  a  star  guard  on  the  1946 
championship  basketball  team  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Arizona  and  is  presently  a  star 
guard  in  the  Cabinet  of  the  United  States. 

Finally,  my  old  friend,  Stan  Musial,  "Stan, 
the  Man,"  who  I  am  privileged  to  have  serv- 
ing with  me  as  my  Special  Consultant  for 
Physical  Fitness,  and,  so  far  as  I  know,  an- 
ticipates no  senatorial  aspirations. 

This  is  an  especially  happy  occasion  for 
Mrs.  Johnson  and  me.  Like  most  Ameri- 
cans, the  Johnson  family  followed  the  1964 
Olympics  with  avid  interest  and  a  very 
warm  sense  of  satisfaction. 

In  all  the  long  and  exciting  tradition  of 
these  international  games,  I  doubt  if  there 
has  ever  been  a  finer  representation  of  the 
essential  Olympic  spirit.  Some  6500  young 
men  and  women  from  some  94  nations  pre- 
sented a  memorable  demonstration  of  win- 
ning without  strutting  and  losing  without 
whimpering.    Certainly  the  1964  competi- 
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tion  notably  advanced  the  Olympic  ideal  of 
promoting  respect  between  the  peoples  of 
the  world. 

The  Japanese  are  artists  in  hospitality  and 
on  this  occasion  they  outdid  even  their  repu- 
tation. They  left  nothing  to  chance — 
nothing  at  all,  not  even  overlooking  the  36 
extra  dogcatchers  along  the  route  of  the 
marathon  to  protect  those  celebrated  shins 
of  yours. 

And  the  athletic  records  came  tumbling 
down,  as  all  good  records  should.  Of  course, 
I  will  say  nothing  about  the  brilliant  run  of 
medals  that  were  won  by  the  American 
team.  But  perhaps  you  will  forgive  me  if 
I  note  that  the  "Star  Spangled  Banner"  was 
played  so  often  that  people  in  Tokyo  went 
around  humming  it  like  the  number  one  hit 
tune  of  the  day. 

Mrs.  Johnson  and  I  are  very  happy  to 
welcome  you  medal  winners  of  the  Ameri- 
can team  and  you  United  States  officials  of 
the  Olympic  Committee.  We  wish  there 
had  been  room  here  in  this  White  House 
to  invite  all  of  those  who  represented 
America  so  superbly.  But  we  are  delighted 
today  to  greet  you  as  the  representatives  of 
all  of  the  athletes  and  the  officials. 

The  American  people  are  very  proud  of 
their  1964  Olympic  team.  They  are  proud 
of  what  you  have  accomplished  and,  what  is 
more  important,  they  are  proud  of  what 
you  are. 

You  young  athletes  chose  a  difficult  and 
a  demanding  endeavor.  You  represent  ex- 
cellence finely  honed  to  the  keenest  possibil- 
ities. 

You  exemplify  the  ideal  of  our  Nation  for 
all  phases  of  our  national  life.  In  every 
occupation,  in  every  endeavor,  public  and 
private,  let  us  go  at  the  task  fullheartedly 


and  let  us  demand  results  that  meet  the  most 
severe  and  the  most  exciting  standards. 

Our  poets  have  told  us,  America  is 
promises.  America  is  fulfillment,  fulfill- 
ment in  the  richest  and  the  most  zestf ul  sense 
of  that  word. 

Years  ago  the  founder  of  the  modern 
Olympics  declared:  "The  important  thing 
in  the  Olympic  games  is  taking  part.  The 
essential  thing  in  the  Olympic  games  is 
fighting  well." 

You  have  symbolized  for  all  of  us  Amer- 
icans what  taking  part — a  genuine,  dedi- 
cated, all-out  taking  part — can  produce,  and 
we  salute  you  with  a  pride  that  carries  the 
fullest  measure  of  American  gratitude  for 
all  the  people  who  are  privileged  to  be  citi- 
zens of  the  same  country  that  you  claim. 

It  is  such  a  privilege  to  have  you  here  in 
the  first  house  of  the  land.  It  is  equally 
satisfying  to  have  in  this  house  some  of  the 
first  of  the  land. 

Thank  you  very  much. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  2:45  p.m.  at  a  lunch- 
eon in  the  East  Room  at  the  White  House.  Attend- 
ing were  about  100  of  the  U.S.  Olympic  medal 
winners. 

A  White  House  release  of  November  30,  announc- 
ing the  luncheon,  stated  that  immediately  after 
the  close  of  the  games,  held  in  Tokyo  October  10-24, 
the  President  cabled  the  following  message  to  Ken- 
neth L.  Wilson,  president  of  the  U.S.  Olympic 
Committee: 

"The  Nation  is  proud  of  its  Olympic  representa- 
tives and  their  accomplishments.  Please  give  my 
warm  congratulations  to  the  committee  and  the 
whole  team.  Would  like  to  greet  all  of  you  per- 
sonally at  the  White  House.  Since  that  is  im- 
practical please  invite  on  my  behalf  as  representa- 
tives of  the  whole  group  the  four  officers  of  the 
committee  and  the  winners  of  medals  to  lunch 
with  me." 

Because  many  of  the  athletes  had  previous  com- 
mitments in  other  countries,  the  release  further 
stated,  the  luncheon  was  delayed  until  December  i. 
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783     Remarks  Upon  Presenting  the  Distinguished  Service  Medal 
to  Gen.  Thomas  S.  Power.    December  i,  1964 


Distinguished  fellow  Americans: 

We  have  come  this  afternoon  to  honor 
an  outstanding  officer  and  to  express  this 
Nation's  gratitude  for  his  long  and  his  faith- 
ful service  to  his  country. 

When  General  Power  was  born,  Orville 
and  Wilbur  Wright  were  still  trying  to  sell 
the  Army  Signal  Corps,  over  at  Fort  Myer, 
our  first  military  airplane.  He  has  lived  to 
see  the  United  States  Air  Force  become 
the  greatest  air  arm  that  any  nation  ever 
possessed. 

By  his  dedication  and  his  great  personal 
effort,  often  at  sacrifice,  he  has  helped  to 
make  that  Air  Force  a  bulwark  of  peace 
around  the  globe.  Not  only  was  he  one  of 
the  distinguished  air  strategists  of  World 
War  II,  leading  and  directing  the  first  large- 
scale  raid  on  Tokyo,  which  hastened  the 
end  of  that  bloody  and  that  costly  conflict, 
but  in  his  role  as  Commander  of  the  Air 
Force  Research  and  Development  Com- 
mand, General  Power  has  contributed  vi- 
tally to  the  scientific  and  the  technical  de- 
velopment of  the  foremost  space-age  air 
force  in  all  the  world. 

For  the  past  7  years  he  has  directed  our 
Strategic  Air  Command,  that  airborne 
armada  on  which  free  nations  rely  for  con- 
tinued peace  and  for  their  security.  No 
matter  how  impressive  our  aircraft,  no  mat- 
ter how  ingenious  our  weapons,  they  would 
all  be  worthless  without  the  skill  and  the 
lifelong  dedication  to  duty  of  the  men  who 
man  them. 

General  Power  has  displayed  such  skill 
and  such  devotion,  steadfasdy  and  unstint- 
ingly  all  through  his  career. 

So,  as  we  tardily  meet  here  this  afternoon, 


in  the  presence  of  his  friends  and  his  asso- 
ciates, on  behalf  of  a  most  grateful  Na- 
tion I  am  privileged  and  I  am  proud  to  pre- 
sent General  Power  with  another  addition 
to  his  long  list  of  honors,  his  second  Dis- 
tinguished Service  Medal. 

Secretary  Zuckert  will  now  read  the  cita- 
tion. 

[Secretary  of  the  Air  Force  Eugene  M.  Zuckert  read 
the  citation,  the  text  of  which  follows. 1 

CITATION  TO  ACCOMPANY  THE  AWARD  OF 

THE  DISTINGUISHED  SERVICE  MEDAL 

(first  OAK  LEAF  CLUSTER) 

TO 

THOMAS   S.  POWER 

General  Thomas  S.  Power  distinguished 
himself  by  exceptionally  meritorious  service 
to  the  United  States  in  a  position  of  great 
responsibility  as  Commander  in  Chief, 
Strategic  Air  Command,  from  i  July  1957 
to  30  November  1964.  During  these  years 
General  Power's  outstanding  command 
ability  and  professional  knowledge  have 
contributed  significantly  to  developing  and 
maintaining  our  nation's  deterrent  forces. 
In  a  time  of  revolutionary  change  in  military 
weapons  systems,  he  directed  the  introduc- 
tion of  operational  missiles  into  the  Strategic 
Air  Command  weapons  inventory  and 
brought  the  missiles  to  a  high  state  of  readi- 
ness despite  stringent  schedules,  thereby 
providing  a  significant  addition  to  our  de- 
terrent force.  His  inspiring  leadership, 
resoluteness  and  exceptional  managerial 
ability  in  building  and  maintaining  a  superb 
world-wide  strategic  organization  have  con- 
tributed  immeasurably  toward  promoting 
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the  security  and  prestige  of  the  United 
States.  The  singularly  distinctive  accom- 
plishments of  General  Power  culminate  a 
long  and  distinguished  career  in  the  service 
of  his  country,  and  reflect  the  highest  credit 


upon  himself  and  the  United   States  Air 
Force. 

Lyndon  B.  Johnson 

note:  The  presentation  ceremony  was  held  at  5:30 
p.m.  in  the  East  Room  at  the  White  House. 


784    Remarks  at  the  Ground-Breaking  Ceremony  for  the 
John  F.  Kennedy  Center  for  the  Performing 
Arts.    December  2,  1964 


Bishop  Hannan,  Mr.  Justice  White,  General 
Kennedy,  Mr,  Stephens,  trustees  of  the  Ken- 
nedy Center,  my  fellow  Americans,  distin- 
guished members  of  the  diplomatic  corps, 
ladies  and  gentlemen: 

John  Kennedy  once  said,  "I  look  forward 
to  an  America  which  will  steadily  raise  the 
standards  of  artistic  accomplishment  and 
which  will  steadily  enlarge  cultural  oppor- 
tunities for  all  of  our  citizens." 

As  I  sat  here  on  the  platform  this  morning, 
I  reviewed  some  of  the  efforts  that  were 
made  as  a  result  of  his  inspiring  leadership 
to  make  possible  the  ground  breaking  that 
will  take  place  here  today. 

I  recalled  that  we  all  met  in  the  White 
House  under  the  leadership  of  his  mother- 
in-law,  and  we  used  the  first  house  of  this 
land  one  of  the  first  times  to  raise  funds  to 
make  this  event  possible. 

I  remember  going  to  Mrs.  Post's  home  and 
meeting  with  patriotic  and  dedicated  citizens 
who  in  their  generosity  were  willing  to  come 
there  and  spend  the  evening  to  try  to  add 
their  bit  to  this  great  effort. 

I  recall  the  contribution  of  the  Members 
of  the  Congress,  and,  through  them,  all  the 
people  of  the  United  States  who  took  the 
funds  from  the  farmer  and  the  laborer,  the 
banker  and  the  artist,  to  appropriate  them  so 
that  we  might  be  here  today  and  participate 
as  we  are. 

We  are  taking  a  very  important  step  to- 


ward that  dream  that  President  and  Mrs. 
Kennedy  had,  and  to  which  most  of  you 
have  contributed  your  bit.  This  center  will 
brighten  the  life  of  Washington,  but  it  is 
not,  as  I  have  said,  just  a  Washington  proj- 
ect. It  is  a  national  project  and  a  national 
possession,  and  it  became  a  reality,  as  Gen- 
eral Kennedy  has  observed,  because  of  the 
willingness  of  all  the  representatives  of  all 
the  people  to  make  it  possible.  It  is  dedi- 
cated to  the  common  awareness  of  all  men. 
It  was  conceived  under  the  administration  of 
President  Eisenhower.  It  was  inspired  and 
encouraged  and  led  by  the  imagination  and 
the  purpose  of  President  Kennedy.  And 
after  his  death,  the  Congress,  realizing  that, 
named  it  in  his  memory  and  generously, 
and  I  think  wisely,  provided  the  matching 
funds  so  that  we  could  get  on  our  way. 

If  it  fulfills  our  hopes,  this  center  will  be, 
at  once,  a  symbol  and  a  reflection  and  a  hope. 
It  will  symbolize  our  belief  that  the  world 
of  creation  and  thought  are  at  the  core  of 
all  civilization.  Only  recently  in  the  White 
House  we  helped  commemorate  the  400th 
anniversary  of  Shakespeare.  The  political 
conflicts  and  ambitions  of  his  England  are 
known  to  the  scholar  and  to  the  specialist. 
But  his  plays  will  forever  move  men  in  every 
corner  of  the  world. 

The  leaders  that  he  wrote  about  live  far 
more  vividly  in  his  words  than  in  the  almost 
forgotten  facts  of  their  own  rule. 
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Our  civilization,  too,  will  largely  survive 
in  the  v^orks  of  our  creation.  There  is  a 
quality  in  art  vi^hich  speaks  across  the  gulf 
dividing  man  from  man  and  nation  from 
nation,  and  century  from  century.  That 
quality  confirms  the  faith  that  our  common 
hopes  may  be  more  enduring  than  our  con- 
flicting hostilities.  Even  now  men  of  af- 
fairs are  struggling  to  catch  up  with  the 
insights  of  great  art.  The  stakes  may  well 
be  the  survival  of  civilization.  The  personal 
preferences  of  men  in  government  are  not 
important — except  to  themselves. 

However,  it  is  important  to  know  that  the 
opportunity  we  give  to  the  arts  is  a  measure 
of  the  quality  of  our  civilization.  It  is  im- 
portant to  be  aware  that  artistic  activity  can 
enrich  the  life  of  our  people,  which  really  is 
the  central  object  of  Government.  It  is  im- 
portant that  our  material  prosperity  liberate 
and  not  confine  the  creative  spirit. 

The  role  of  Government  must  be  a  small 
one.  No  act  of  Congress  or  Executive  order 
can  call  a  great  musician  or  poet  into  exist- 
ence. But  we  can  stand  on  the  sidelines 
and  cheer.  We  can  maintain  and  strengthen 
an  atmosphere  to  permit  the  arts  to  flourish, 
and  those  who  have  talent  to  use  it.  And  we 
can  seek  to  enlarge  the  access  of  all  of  our 
people  to  artistic  creation. 

As  a  veteran  of  24  years  in  the  Congress, 
I  am  not  a  prophet  but  I  do  want  to  suggest 
to  my  friend,  the  new  Senator  from  New 
York,  he  is  in  for  listening  to  more  poetry 
than  he  would  surmise  in  some  of  the  morn- 
ing sessions  of  the  Senate. 

Last  September,  I  signed  a  bill  estab- 
lishing the  National  Council  on  the  Arts. 
Versions  of  this  proposal  had  been  under 
consideration  since  1877.  I  intend  to  con- 
sider other  ways  in  which  Government  can 
appropriately  encourage  the  arts.  I  want  to, 
as  the  leader  of  this  country,  express  my  per- 
sonal gratitude  to  the  persons  on  the  plat- 


form with  me,  and  particularly  to  the  per- 
sons like  Mrs.  Auchincloss  and  others  that 
I  see  in  the  audience,  for  the  sacrifices  in 
time  and  effort  they  have  made  to  encour- 
age, lead,  and  direct  this  effort. 

This  center  will  reflect  the  finest  artistic 
achievements  of  our  time.  It  is  our  hope 
that  it  will  house  the  leading  artists  and 
performers.  Almost  every  industrialized 
nation  in  the  world,  on  both  sides  of  the 
Iron  Curtain,  has  one  or  more  national 
centers  for  the  arts.  Washington  has  lagged 
behind.  Far  too  often,  American  actors 
and  singers  and  musicians  must  travel  to 
foreign  countries  to  even  be  heard.  Now, 
because  of  President  Kennedy's  leadership 
and  your  efforts,  they  will  have  a  stage  here 
in  the  Capital  of  their  own  country. 

I  expect  this  center  to  be  a  living  force 
for  the  encouragement  of  art.  Washington 
needs  new  theaters  and  new  concert  halls. 
But  if  that  is  all  that  we  are  building,  we  will 
have  fallen  far  short  of  today's  expectation 
and  promise. 

This  center  will  have  a  unique  opportu- 
nity to  bring  together  worlds  of  poetry  and 
power — and  bring  it  to  the  benefit  of  each  of 
us.  It  must  give  special  attention  to  the 
young;  to  increasing  their  interest  and  stim- 
ulating their  creativity.  It  can  serve  as  a 
model  and  instructor  to  other  cultural  cen- 
ters around  our  Nation.  It  should  open  up 
new  opportunities  to  be  heard  to  young  sing- 
ers and  filmmakers  and  playwrights.  It 
must  take  the  lead  in  bringing  the  best  in 
the  performing  arts  to  every  part  of  our  be- 
loved and  rich  country;  so  that  theater  and 
opera  are  not  the  privilege  of  the  lucky  citi- 
zens of  just  a  few  metropolitan  centers. 

Yes,  this  is  our  ambitious  program.  But 
so  was  the  vision  of  the  man  in  whose  mem- 
ory this  center  is  today  named. 

Pericles  said,  "If  Athens  shall  appear  great 
to  you,  consider  then  that  her  glories  were 
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purchased  by  valiant  men,  and  by  men  who 
learned  their  duty." 

As  this  center  comes  to  reflect  and  advance 
the  greatness  of  America,  consider  then  those 
glories  wtit  purchased  by  a  valiant  leader 
who  never  swerved  from  duty — ^John  Ken- 
nedy.   And  in  his  name  I  dedicate  this  site. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  12:20  p.m.  at  the 
site  o£  the  John  F.  Kennedy  Center  for  the  Per- 
forming Arts  on  the  banks  of  the  Potomac  River 
in  Washington.  In  his  opening  words  he  referred 
to  the  Most  Reverend  Philip  M.  Hannan,  auxiUary 
bishop  of  Washington,  Byron  R.  White,  Associate 
Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court,  Senator-elect  Robert  F. 
Kennedy  of  New  York,  former  Attorney  General, 
and  Roger  F,  Stephens,  chairman  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees  of  the  John  F.  Kennedy  Center  for  the 
Performing  Arts. 

Early  in  his  remarks  the  President  referred  to 
the  meeting  of  the  trustees  and  Advisory  Commit- 


tee of  the  National  Cultural  Center  held  at  the 
White  House  November  14,  1961  (see  *Tublic 
Papers  of  the  President,  John  F.  Kennedy  1961," 
Item  467).  He  also  referred  to  President  Kennedy's 
mother-in-law,  Mrs.  Hugh  D.  Auchincloss,  chair- 
man of  the  Greater  Washington  Area  Committee 
for  the  Center,  and  Mrs.  Merriweather  Post,  who 
gave  a  reception  at  her  home  in  the  fall  of  1962  to 
publicize  a  closed-circuit  TV  fundraising  program 
for  the  center,  broadcast  in  November  1962. 

The  National  Cultural  Center  was  established  by 
the  National  Cultural  Center  Act,  approved  Sep- 
tember 2,  1958,  by  President  Eisenhower  (72  Stat. 
1698).  It  was  renamed  the  John  F.  Kennedy 
Center  for  the  Performing  Arts,  as  a  memorial  to 
President  Kennedy,  by  act  of  Congress,  approved 
January  23,  1964  (78  Stat.  4;  see  also  Item  142 
above). 

The  National  Council  on  the  Arts  was  estab- 
lished by  the  National  Arts  and  Cultural  Develop- 
ment Act  of  1964,  approved  September  3,  1964  (78 
Stat.  905). 


785    Remarks  at  a  Luncheon  for  Supporters  of 
Radio  Free  Europe.    December  2,  1964 


Mr.  Greene  wait,  gentlemen: 

I  want  to  thank  you  for  coming  to  the 
White  House  today.  In  the  last  year  I  have 
had  the  pleasure  of  welcoming  many  of  you 
on  other  occasions  here.  Some  of  you  have 
come  as  valued  advisers  on  matters  of  gen- 
eral policy.  Others  have  come  as  representa- 
tives of  the  great  American  business  commu- 
nity. A  few  of  you  have  even  come  to  help 
in  a  political  election.  But  you  are  all  wel- 
come today,  without  regard  to  what  you  may 
have  said  or  thought  or  done  in  the  months 
before  November  3.  Our  business  today  is 
the  business  of  freedom,  and  that  is  a  sub- 
ject on  which  Americans  are  always  united. 

I  have  been  a  supporter  of  Radio  Free 
Europe  since  its  earliest  years.  I  have 
watched  it  grow  and  become  a  major  link 
between  the  world  of  freedom  and  the  brave 
peoples  of  Eastern  Europe.  Radio  Free 
Europe  has  helped  to  keep  alive  their  long- 
ing for  freedom.    In  their  own  languages, 


in  voices  of  their  own  countrymen,  it  tells 
the  truth.  It  tells  what  is  happening  in 
Europe  and  America  and  Asia  and  Africa. 
It  even  tells  them  what  is  really  happening 
inside  the  Communist  world. 

As  President,  I  am  proud  that  our  people, 
through  their  contributions  to  RFE,  help 
to  support  direct  communication  with  the 
people  of  Eastern  Europe. 

Radio  Free  Europe  is  now  more  significant 
than  ever.  History  is  again  on  the  march 
in  Eastern  Europe,  and  on  the  march  toward 
increased  freedom.  These  people — and 
some  of  their  rulers — long  for  deeper, 
steadier,  and  more  natural  relations  with  the 
West.  We  understand  this  longing  and  we 
intend  to  respond  to  it  in  every  way  open 
to  us. 

We  will  welcome  evidence  of  genuine 
willingness  on  the  part  of  East  European 
governments  to  cooperate  with  the  United 
States  Government  in  joint  endeavors.    We 


1626 


Lyndon  B.  Johnson,  1^6^-1^64 


Dec.  2    [786] 


will  reject  no  such  overtures  out  of  hand. 
We  will  judge  them  in  terms  of  the  true 
interests  of  our  own  people  and  the  people 
of  these  countries.  We  wish  to  build  new 
bridges  to  Eastern  Europe — ^bridges  of 
ideas,  education,  culture,  trade,  technical  co- 
operation, and  mutual  understanding  for 
world  peace  and  prosperity.  In  this  process 
there  is  no  greater  instrument  than  truth. 
And  truth  is  the  daily  business  of  Radio 
Free  Europe. 

When  the  peoples  of  Eastern  Europe  are 
again  able  to  enjoy  radio  broadcasting  from 
their  own  capitals  which  tells  them  as  much 
as  Radio  Free  Europe  does,  then  Radio  Free 
Europe  will  have  finished  its  job.  Until  then, 
RFE  has  work  ahead  of  it,  day  in  day  out, 
year  in  year  out. 

I  urge  you  all  to  continue  to  support  Radio 


Free  Europe  vigorously.  I  ask  you  to  tell 
your  friends  and  associates,  your  neighbors 
and  colleagues  how  much  I  care  about  Radio 
Free  Europe,  how  proud  I  am  of  the  strong 
backing  given  to  it  by  the  American  people; 
above  all,  how  vital  I  believe  it  is  that  this 
strong  voice  of  truth  and  freedom  have  the 
means  to  keep  up  its  good  work  on  behalf 
of  the  people  of  Eastern  Europe. 

So  I  thank  you  again  for  coming,  and  now 
I  would  like  to  turn  this  meeting  over  to  a 
man  who  has  been  doing  a  magnificent  job 
of  leadership  in  this  great  work,  Mr.  Craw- 
ford Greenewalt. 

note:  The  President  spoke  in  the  State  Dining  Room 
at  the  White  House.  His  opening  words  referred  to 
Crawford  H.  Greenewalt,  head  of  the  group  of  about 
80  business  and  industrial  leaders  from  throughout 
the  United  States,  supporters  of  Radio  Free  Europe, 
who  attended  the  luncheon. 


786    Remarks  Recorded  for  the  Commissioning  of  the 
U.S.S.  Sam  Rayburn.    December  2, 1964 


My  fellow  Americans: 

Today  we  are  commissioning  our  28th 
nuclear-powered  Polaris  submarine.  This 
submarine  will  be  named  for  a  great  Amer- 
ican— the  late  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, Sam  Rayburn. 

Polaris  submarines  are  named  for  great 
patriots  who  have  rendered  distinguished 
service  to  the  cause  of  freedom. 

Nothing  could  be  more  appropriate  than 
to  honor  in  this  fashion  Sam  Rayburn. 

In  our  times,  no  man  pursued  that  cause 
with  greater  fervor,  nor  with  greater  dis- 
tinction, than  did  this  great  representative 
of  the  people. 

He  served  in  the  Congress  for  nearly  half 
a  century.  He  held  the  high  Ojfice  of 
Speaker  longer  than  any  other  American, 
His  achievements  and  his  example  will  en- 
dure so  long  as  this  Republic  stands. 


Mr.  Rayburn  was  a  man  of  peace— but  he 
was  also  a  man  of  jSrmness  and  courage. 
He  knew  that  peace  and  freedom  could  be 
preserved  only  if  we,  as  a  nation,  held  stead- 
fast to  a  course  of  firmness  and  courage. 
Many  of  the  victories  won  on  fields  far  away 
began  in  the  leadership  of  Mr.  Rayburn — 
and  others  like  him— in  the  halls  of  our 
Congress. 

When  Mr.  Rayburn  died  in  1961,  only  two 
Polaris  submarines  had  been  deployed. 
Soon  there  will  be  41  on  patrol  beneath  the 
seas  of  the  world,  virtually  invulnerable  to 
surprise  attack  by  any  enemy. 

Yet  the  purpose  of  this  new  submarine — 
like  those  which  came  before — ^is  not  war, 
but  peace.  While  such  power  exists,  no 
potential  enemy  can  hope  to  profit  from  an 
unprovoked,  surprise  attack  on  the  United 
States. 
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Our  Polaris  missiles,  together  with  our 
strategic  bombers  and  our  long-range  mis- 
siles ashore,  guarantee  any  adversary  that 
retaliation  for  a  nuclear  attack  on  this  coun- 
try would  be  inevitable  and  devastating. 

Because  the  world  knows  this,  the  chances 
of  war  are  lessened — and  the  chance  of  last- 
ing peace  is  greater. 

As  we  put  this  fine  ship  into  commission, 
let  us  reaffirm  our  dedication  to  the  cause 
of  peace,  and  the  pursuit  of  justice  among 
men  around  the  world. 

We  of  this  generation  share  responsibility 
not  only  for  our  own  security,  but  for  the 
security  of  the  entire  free  world. 


In  facing  these  responsibilities,  we  pursue 
not  our  own  interests,  but  the  interests  of  all 
mankind.  It  was  by  this  standard  that  Sam 
Rayburn  served  his  country  and  it  is  by  this 
standard  that  we  live  and  labor  today. 

Our  great  strength  exists  not  to  destroy, 
but  to  save — not  to  put  an  end  to  life  as  we 
know  it,  but  to  put  an  end  to  conflict  and 
war  as  man  has  known  it  since  time  began. 

With  God's  help,  that  is  what  we  shall  do. 

note:  The  President's  rejnarks  were  taped  earlier 
at  the  White  House  for  use  at  the  commissioning 
ceremony  held  at  Newport  News,  Va.,  at  2  p.m.  on 
December  2. 


787    Remarks  to  the  Members  of  the  Business  Council. 
December  2,  1964 


ONE  HUNDRED  years  ago,  at  the  mid- 
point of  the  decade  of  the  i86o's,  this  Na- 
tion emerged  from  a  paralyzing  period  of 
division,  bitterness,  and  strife. 

A  spirit  of  new  unity  and  confidence  ap- 
peared. As  a  result,  America  entered  the 
most  expansive  decades  of  the  last  century. 
Our  Nation  grew.  Our  economy  grew. 
The  hopes  and  horizons  of  our  people  began 
to  grow — as  never  before. 

From  Maine  to  California,  the  founda- 
tion was  put  in  place  for  the  great  thrust  for- 
ward which  has  brought  us  the  system  and 
society  we  know  today. 

I  believe  there  is  a  parallel  with  our  own 
times  now. 

In  this  year  of  1964,  the  people  have  ex- 
pressed their  will  that  the  division,  bitter- 
ness, and  contention  of  our  times  be  laid 
aside. 

A  fresh  spirit  of  unity  and  confidence  is 
strong— in  all  sections  and  among  all  seg- 
ments. As  a  result,  we  are  approaching  the 
midpoint  of  this  decade  of  the  1960's  ready — 


as  never  before — for  America's  greatest  ex- 
pansion, growth,  and  success. 

We  of  this  generation  have  the  opportu- 
nity— and  we  have  the  obligation — to  put  in 
place  the  foundation  for  the  America  of  the 
2 1  St  century. 

This  challenge  is  our  chief  concern  in 
Washington. 

I  know  it  is  your  chief  concern  in  your 
businesses,  also. 

That  is  why  I  would  like  to  speak  to  the 
Business  Council  tonight  about  the  contribu- 
tions both  Government  and  business  have  to 
make  in  the  years  immediately  ahead. 

Over  the  past  12  months  I  have  said  many 
times  that  it  is  my  hope — and  purpose — that 
Government  and  business  should  operate  in 
partnership,  not  as  antagonists. 

That  will  always  be  my  goal. 

Government  cannot  maintain  a  healthy, 
prosperous  economy  by  its  own  efforts.  But 
neither  is  it  fair  nor  possible  to  demand  that 
business  solve  our  economic  problems  alone. 

We  must  work  together — ^and  we  shall. 
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Times  are  good — we  hope  and  expect 
them  to  continue. 

But  if  we  made  a  list  of  the  foremost  eco- 
nomic problems  confronting  us  today,  that 
list  would  include  these  four: 

1.  Maintaining  and,  if  possible,  accelerat- 
ing our  rate  of  economic  expansion  to  con- 
tinue whittling  away  at  unemployment  and 
unused  capacity. 

2.  Maintaining  our  excellent  record  of 
price  stability. 

3.  Continuing  to  strengthen  our  balance 
of  payments. 

4.  Finding  ways  to  reduce  the  tragically 
high  rate  of  unemployment  among  teen- 
agers, and  assuring  adequate  economic  op- 
portunities for  all  our  people  not  now  in  the 
mainstream  of  American  prosperity. 

In  each  of  these  four  areas.  Government 
has  an  important  role — and  so  does  business. 
I  want  to  spell  out  my  views  in  this  regard — 
and  assure  you  that  your  views  are  welcome 
by  this  administration  whether  in  agreement 
or  disagreement. 

First,  there  is  the  problem  of  sustaining 
prosperity. 

I  believe  the  Federal  Government's  role 
is  to  create  a  climate  conducive  to  prosperity. 
To  do  this,  there  are  six  primary  obligations. 

1.  A  tax  system  that  does  not  overburden 
businessmen  or  consumers — and  maintains 
the  incentives  for  productive  effort. 

2.  Expenditure  programs  that  promote 
development  of  human  and  natural  re- 
sources and  make  the  social  investments 
needed  to  support  private  activity. 

3.  Keeping  a  clear  field  for  private  initia- 
tive in  the  wide  range  of  activities  where 
competitive  enterprise  is  the  most  efficient 
way  of  getting  things  done. 

4.  An  overall  budget  policy  that  promotes 
balance  between  purchasing  power  and 
productive  capacity. 


5.  Monetary  and  credit  policies  that  pro- 
vide funds  to  nourish  an  expanding  econ- 
omy without  overfeeding  it. 

6.  Finally,  there  must  be  an  alertness  and 
a  willingness  to  act  prompdy  and  decisively 
when  the  Nation  is  threatened  by  either 
recession  or  inflation. 

These  are  obligations  this  administration 
has  been  willing  to  assume.  And  we  have 
met  them  through  such  measures  as  last 
year  s  tax  cut,  our  frugal  but  forward- 
looking  budgets,  and  the  policies  of  the 
Federal  Reserve  and  the  Treasury. 

But  if  prosperity  is  to  be  realized,  obliga- 
tions must  be  met  by  business  and  labor  and 
consumers,  too.  We  look  to  business  to 
contribute  through  these  means: 

1.  The  production  of  high-quality  goods 
and  new  and  improved  items  that  merit  the 
consumer's  dollar. 

2.  Initiative  in  cost  reduction. 

3.  Selling  efforts  that  realize  the  full  po- 
tential of  domestic  and  international 
markets. 

4.  Employment  policies  that  offer  job  se- 
curity and  incentives  to  able  workers. 

5.  Investment  policies  that  contribute  to 
smooth  expansion. 

6.  Careful,  efficient  management  to  avoid 
the  inventory  problems  which  have  so  often 
been  a  source  of  economic  instability  in  the 
past. 

I  believe  it  is  especially  important  for 
business  to  recognize  prudently  that  we  live 
in  a  growing  economy — and  an  increasingly 
stable  economy.  Demand  is  growing  50 
percent  in  a  decade.  To  share  in  that 
growth,  firms  must  expand  both  capacity — 
and  employment. 

The  task  of  sustaining  our  domestic  pros- 
perity in  the  year  ahead  faces  a  new  handi- 
cap not  of  our  own  making. 

Events  overseas  have  compelled  the  Fed- 
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eral  Reserve  to  raise  our  discount  rate.  At 
the  same  time,  the  Federal  Reserve  and  the 
FDIC  have  lifted  the  ceiling  on  the  interest 
rates  banks  may  pay  on  certain  types  of 
deposits — v^ith  primary  emphasis  on  short- 
term  deposits.  Increases  in  these  short-term 
rates  were  necessary  at  this  time  to  guard 
against  the  possibility  of  an  outflow  of  funds 
from  this  country. 

We  had  to  do  this  to  protect  the  dollar 
abroad.  And  we  will  keep  short-term  rates 
at  these  levels  as  long  as  the  international 
monetary  situation  requires  it. 

These  actions  demonstrate  once  again  that 
we  will  do  whatever  is  required  to  safeguard 
the  strength  of  our  dollar. 

But  Chairman  Martin— both  by  his  words 
and  by  the  actions  of  the  Federal  Reserve — 
has  shown  his  determination  to  assure  the 
continued  ample  availability  of  reserves  to 
banks  and  therefore  of  credit  to  business. 
He  does  not  believe — nor  do  I — that  the 
discount  rate  action  will  either  lead  to  any 
appreciable  rise  in  market  yields  on  long- 
term  bonds — or  justify  any  general  increase 
in  the  rates  which  banks  charge  their 
customers. 

What  troubles  me  is  the  risk  that  a  general 
upward  movement  of  bank  lending  rates 
might  slow  down  our  economic  advance. 

The  first  casualty  of  such  a  slowdown  will 
be  the  support  I  need  for  my  determined 
effort  to  control  Government  expenditures 
in  order  to  get  back  to  the  balanced  budget 
we  must  have — a  balanced  budget  in  a  pros- 
perous economy. 

If  our  Federal  revenues  slip  off  because  the 
economy  is  running  slower,  the  Federal 
deficit  will  surely  grow.  But  pressure  will 
also  converge  on  the  Congress  and  the  Presi- 
dent to  keep  Federal  expenditures  up  in 
every  section  of  the  country. 

I  am  confident  that  American  bankers  will 
consider  the  long-term  interest  of  the  Nation 


in  sustaining  a  healthy  and  vigorous  rate  of 
economic  growth.  I  am  sure  they  know  that 
their  own  long-term  interest  is  inseparable 
from  the  prosperity  of  the  Nation. 

The  second  concern  facing  us  on  both  sides 
of  the  desk  is  whether  we  can  achieve  rapid 
economic  growth  without  sacrificing  reason- 
able price  stability.  We  can  if  both  Govern- 
ment and  business  make  the  contributions 
they  should. 

For  its  part,  Government  must  avoid  over- 
heating the  economy,  encourage  cost-reduc- 
ing investment  in  the  private  sector,  support 
steady  and  sustained  growth  of  markets,  and 
plan  now  for  future  public  and  private  needs 
to  help  lessen  bottlenecks  to  expansion  in  the 
future. 

I  believe,  also,  that  through  wage-price 
guideposts  Government  can  oiler  leadership 
on  the  kind  of  voluntary  private  wage  and 
price  policies  that  are  consistent  with  achiev- 
ing sustained  prosperity,  full  employment, 
and  price  stability. 

Business — for  its  part — can  contribute  to 
price  stability  by  supporting  and  practicing 
active  competition  in  free  markets  and  by 
looking  beyond  short-term  economic  condi- 
tions. It  is  imperative  that  business  policies 
provide  a  steady  flow  of  new  low-cost  capac- 
ity to  meet  our  growing  demands,  assure  the 
training  of  the  kinds  of  workers  our  econ- 
omy will  need  before  bottlenecks  arise,  seek 
profits  from  market  expansion  rather  than 
exploitation  of  short-run  opportunities,  and 
pass  on  high-productivity  gains  through 
lower  prices. 

The  third  concern  is  with  our  balance  of 
payments. 

On  this,  Government's  responsibility  is 
major — and  we  take  this  responsibility  most 
seriously.  That  is  the  reason  for  our  strong 
commitment  to  cost  and  price  stability,  and 
to  reducing  the  flow  of  short-term  funds 
abroad. 
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Government  payments  abroad  have  been 
cut  back — ^£rom  more  than  $3.8  billion  in 
i960  to  $2.7  billion  this  year,  a  cut  of  nearly 
one-third.  Further  cuts  in  overseas  costs 
are  due  next  year — without  cutting  our  ef- 
fectiveness. 

We  are  trying  in  every  way  to  help  Amer- 
ican exporters  find  and  develop  profitable 
markets  abroad.  We  are  seeking  continually 
to  remove  foreign  barriers  to  American 
goods — and  the  trade  negotiations  now  start- 
ing in  Geneva  will  be  conducted  on  a  truly 
reciprocal  basis. 

I  remind  you,  Government  cannot  sell 
American  goods  abroad.  Business  itself 
must  do  that — and  I  urge  every  American 
businessman  to  make  sure  no  profitable  ex- 
port possibilities  are  being  neglected. 

Fourth — and  finally — we  face  the  prob- 
lems of  teenage  unemployment  and  eco- 
nomic opportunities  for  our  minorities. 

Overall,  our  unemployment  rate  is  5  per- 
cent. That  is  too  high.  But  the  teenage 
unemployment  rate  is  almost  three  times 
higher — ^at  14.5  percent.  And  among  the 
nonwhite  teenagers  in  our  labor  force,  the 
rate  is  an  almost  unbelievable  30  percent. 

I  have  said  before — and  I  say  again:  we 
cannot  solve  the  social  problems  of  our  so- 
ciety at  the  end  of  a  billy  club.  If  we  are 
to  assure  ourselves  of  law  and  order,  if  we 
are  to  reduce  crime  and  delinquency,  if  we 
are  to  enjoy  together  the  life  of  one  nation 
and  one  people,  we  must  make  sure  that 
opportunity  is  equal  for  all  our  people— of 
all  ages,  all  races,  all  religions,  all  regions. 

Discrimination  in  all  its  forms — ^includ- 
ing the  lack  of  comparable  education  oppor- 


tunities— is  costing  us  nearly  $20  billion  a 
year.  That  is  more  than  3  percent  of  our 
GNP.  It  is  a  cost  the  public  and  private 
sectors  together  must  labor  constantly  to  re- 
duce and  remove. 

As  a  Nation  we  have  made  great  headway 
on  these  problems  this  year — ^in  national 
legislation,  in  local  community  programs,  in 
attitudes  of  employers  and  workers. 

We  must  not  allow  that  progress  to  be 
slowed  now. 

Our  young  people  must  be  better  trained 
for  productive  roles  in  our  economy — ^and 
there  must  be  assurance  of  jobs  for  them  once 
they  are  trained,  regardless  of  their  race. 

For  all  the  challenges  before  us,  the  an- 
swer cannot  come  from  Government  alone — 
nor  from  the  man  who  occupies  the  Presi- 
dency alone.  The  quality  of  America's  fu- 
ture depends  upon  the  quality  of  America's 
leadership— at  every  level. 

I  welcome  and  am  grateful  for  the  effec- 
tive role  of  the  Business  Council.  I  hope 
that  through  your  example  a  closer  partner- 
ship may  come  between  business  and  Gov- 
ernment. On  that  partnership — and  part- 
nership with  all  segments — we  can  build 
more  wisely  and  successfully  for  America's 
greatest  years.  For  that  is  our  opportunity 
and  obligation  now  at  this  turning-point 
time  in  the  decade  of  the  1960's. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  9:30  p.m.  at  the  May- 
flower Hotel  in  Washington  at  a  closed  session  of 
the  Business  Council,  During  his  remarks  he  re- 
ferred to  William  McC.  Martin,  Jr.,  Chairman  of 
the  Board  of  Governors  of  the  Federal  Reserve  Sys- 
tem. As  printed,  this  item  follows  the  prepared  text 
released  by  the  White  House. 
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788    Remarks  at  the  175th  Anniversary  Convocation  of 
Georgetown  University.    December  3,  1964 

Most  Reverend  Apostolic  Delegate,  Most 
Reverend  Archbishop  0' Boyle,  Very  Rev- 
erend Father  Bunn,  Very  Reverend  Father 
Campbell,  my  distinguished  friends: 

Robert  Frost  once  said  the  greatest  test 
of  a  college  student's  chances  is  when  we 
know  the  sort  of  activity  for  which  he  will 
neglect  his  studies. 

And  so  I  hope  that  the  presence  of  all  of 
you  here  today  is  a  very  promising  sign. 

When  it  was  proposed  that  a  telegraph 
be  set  up  between  Texas  and  Maine,  Tho- 
reau  commented:  We  are  in  a  great  rush  to 
establish  instant  communication  between 
Texas  and  Maine.  But  how  do  we  know 
that  Texas  and  Maine  have  anything  to  com- 
municate? 

I  might  add  that  last  November,  Texas 
and  Maine  were  in  close  communication. 

This  is  also  a  central  problem  of  today's 
world.  For  almost  the  first  time,  the  inter- 
dependence of  nations  is  not  a  remote  goal  or 
a  ringing  slogan.  It  is  a  fact  which  we 
neglect  at  our  own  peril. 

Communication  satellites,  atomic  rockets, 
jet  transports  have  made  distant  capitals 
into  close  neighbors.  Our  challenge  is  to 
transform  this  reality  into  an  instrument  for 
the  freedom  of  man. 

Today  the  cost  of  failure  to  communicate 
is  not  silence  or  serenity,  but  destruction  and 
disillusion.  Nowhere  is  this  more  true  than 
in  our  relations  with  the  nations  of  Western 
Europe. 

Since  World  War  II,  we  have  sought  a 
Europe  growing  in  intimacy  and  unity  with 
America.  If  we  look  beyond  the  clamor  of 
daily  reports  and  the  voluble  doubts  of 
skeptics,  we  can  see  that  this  effort  has  been 


the  greatest  success  story  in  the  history  of 
the  West. 

From  desolation  has  come  abundance. 
From  division  has  come  a  degree  of  unity 
not  achieved  in  a  thousand  years  or  more. 
From  weakness  and  vulnerability  have  come 
stability  within  and  increased  security  from 
without.  From  the  ashes  of  holocaust  has 
emerged  the  second  strongest  industrial  civi- 
lization in  the  history  of  the  world. 

This  is  the  triumph  of  the  people  of  Eu- 
rope and  it  is  a  tribute  to  the  generosity  of 
America.  But  most  of  all  it  stems  from 
those  men  of  vision  who  saw  that  the  inter- 
ests of  their  own  people  lay  in  increased 
unity  and  in  partnership  with  the  United 
States  of  America. 

It  was  perhaps  fortunate  that  the  greatest 
threat  came  when  the  memory  of  past  fail- 
ures was  still  fresh.  Out  of  the  common 
experience  of  disaster  and  the  onrush  of  new 
danger  came  the  course  that  we  have 
charted. 

We  must  not  now  let  success  and  pros- 
perity strengthen  the  forces  of  inertia  or  dull 
the  sense  of  urgency.  Our  very  success 
opens  the  door  to  the  revival  of  the  ancient 
rivalries  which  have  so  often  torn  the  fabric 
of  our  society. 

We  are  not  joined  together  by  experience 
or  convenience  in  pursuit  of  temporary  goals. 
European  unity  and  Atlantic  partnership 
are  based  on  deeply  shared  values  and  dan- 
gers, and  interests,  and  the  wise  pursuit  of 
the  interest  of  each  will  strengthen  the  con- 
nection among  all  our  nations. 

The  United  States  has  no  policy  for  the 
people  of  Europe,  but  we  do  have  a  policy 
toward  the  people  of  Europe.    And  we  do 
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have  common  hopes  and  common  objectives 
shared  with  most  of  the  people  of  Europe. 

Answers  to  our  common  problems  must 
emerge  from  the  consent  of  free  countries, 
and  that  consent,  in  turn,  will  be  based  on 
discussion  and  debate  and  respect  for  the 
ideas  and  the  proposals  of  all.  But  there 
must  be  progress. 

A  Chmese  proverb  says  there  are  many 
paths  up  the  mountain,  but  the  view  from 
the  top  is  always  the  same.  We  are  always 
ready  to  look  for  a  better  or  easier  path,  but 
we  intend  to  climb  to  the  summit. 

First,  we  must  all  seek  to  assist  in  increas- 
ing the  unity  of  Europe  as  a  key  to  Western 
strength  and  a  barrier  to  resurgent  and 
erosive  nationalism. 

Second,  we  must  all  work  to  multiply  in 
number  and  intimacy  the  ties  between 
North  America  and  Europe.  For  we  shape 
an  Atlantic  civilization  with  an  Atlantic 
destiny. 

Third,  we  must  all  make  sure  that  the 
Federal  Republic  of  Germany  is  always 
treated  as  an  honorable  partner  in  the  affairs 
of  the  West.  Germany  has  labored  to  build 
a  stable  and  a  free  society  in  complete  loyalty 
to  European  unity  and  to  Atlantic  partner- 
ship. And  the  people  and  the  leaders  of 
Germany  have  bound  themselves  to  peace 
and  reconciliation  with  their  European 
neighbors,  and  especially  with  France.  They 
have  rejected  all  separate  adventures,  espe- 
cially, and  I  think  most  wisely,  in  the  field 
of  nuclear  weapons. 

In  particular,  our  friends  and  comrades 
throughout  Germany  deserve  assurance  from 
their  allies  that  there  shall  be  no  acceptance 
of  the  lasting  threat  to  peace  which  is  the 
forced  division  of  Germany.  No  one  seeks 
to  end  this  grim  and  dangerous  injustice  by 
force.  But  there  can  be  no  stable  peace  in 
Europe  while  one  part  of  Germany  is  denied 


the  basic  right  to  choose  freely  its  own 
destiny  and  to  choose,  without  threat  to  any- 
one, reunion  with  the  Germans  in  the  Fed- 
eral Republic. 

Fourth,  those  of  us  who  are  ready  to  pro- 
ceed in  common  ventures  must  decide  to  go 
forward  together,  always  with  due  delibera- 
tion, with  due  respect  for  the  interests  of 
others,  and  with  an  open  door  for  those  who 
may  join  later.  We  shall  always  seek  agree- 
ment. We  shall  never  insist  on  unanimity. 
This  is  the  course  which  has  brought  fruit- 
ful results  and  almost  every  major  advance 
in  the  20  years  since  World  War  II. 

The  Atlantic  Alliance  is  not  in  the  midst 
of  crisis,  as  some  alarm  mongers  would  have 
you  believe.   But  it  is  in  the  midst  of  change. 

Every  important  period  of  progress  has 
been  marked  by  the  same  kind  of  discussion 
and  debate  that  is  now  in  progress. 

The  Coal  and  Steel  Community,  the  inte- 
gration of  Germany  into  NATO,  the  Com- 
mon Market,  itself — raise  some  blood  pres- 
sures among  excitable  people,  arouse  ques- 
tion and  concern  and  warning.  And  we 
were  told  that  such  steps  might  be  against 
the  interests  of  America.  We  were  told  that 
it  might  become  harder  to  deal  with  the 
Soviet  Union.  We  were  told  that  we  might 
encourage  German  militarism.  We  were 
told  that  we  might  divide  Europe  or  arouse 
hostilities. 

To  change  patterns  of  thought  or  the  shape 
of  institutions  is  never  very  easy.  Today's 
discussion  and  debate,  the  flow  of  ideas  and 
proposals,  is  proof  of  coming  change  and  a 
spur  to  continuing  action. 

The  agenda  for  future  progress  does  not 
consist  of  an  isolated  or  a  single  dramatic 
step.  It  is  made  up  of  action — action  across 
the  whole  range  of  common  interest,  which 
is^the  bedrock  of  our  alliance. 

We  have  a  common  interest  in  the  defense 
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of  the  West.  For  20  years  the  atomic  might 
of  the  United  States  has  been  the  decisive 
guard  of  freedom.  Ours  remains  the  largest 
strength  and  ours  a  most  awesome  obliga- 
tion. But  we  recognize  the  reasonable  in- 
terest and  concerns  of  other  allies,  those  who 
have  nuclear  weapons  of  their  own  and 
those  who  do  not.  We  seek  ways  to  bind  the 
alliance  even  more  strongly  together  by  shar- 
ing the  tasks  of  defense  through  collective 
action,  and  meeting  the  honorable  concerns 
of  all. 

This  is  the  meaning  of  the  proposals  that 
we  have  made.  This  is  the  meaning  of  the 
•discussions  that  we  expect  and  that  we  wel- 
come, with  all  interested  allies.  We  come  to 
reason,  not  to  dominate.  We  do  not  seek 
to  have  our  way,  but  to  find  a  common  way. 

Any  new  plans  for  the  handling  of  weap- 
ons so  powerful  we  think  deserve  most  care- 
ful discussion  and  deliberation.  No  solution 
will  be  perfect  in  the  eyes  of  everyone.  But 
we  all  know  that  the  problem  is  there.  It 
must  be  solved.  And  we  will  continue  to 
work  for  its  solution. 

We  have  a  common  interest  in  a  rising 
standard  of  living  for  humanity.  This  will 
require  a  continuing  effort  to  lower  indus- 
trial tariffs  in  the  Kennedy  Round,  and  a 
joint  study  of  the  political  and  human  prob- 
lems of  agriculture. 

We  have  a  common  interest  in  assisting 
the  freedom  and  the  growth  of  the  develop- 
ing world,  and  none  of  us  will  be  finally 
secure  in  a  world  that  is  divided  into  hostile 
camps  of  rich  and  poor,  or  black  and  white. 

We  must  also  seek  progress  towards  stable 
prices  and  nondiscriminatory  trade  for  our 
basic  commodities. 

We  have  a  common  interest  in  building 
bridges  of  trade  and  ideas,  of  understanding 
and  humanitarian  aid  to  the  countries  of 
Eastern  Europe.  These  countries  are  in- 
creasingly asserting  their  own  independence 


and  we  will  work  together  to  demonstrate 
that  their  prospects  for  progress  lie  in  greater 
ties  with  the  West. 

We  have  a  common  interest  in  increasing 
political  consultation  among  the  nations  of 
the  alliance.  This  may  well  require  more 
frequent  meetings  among  all  the  ministers  or 
deputy  ministers  of  the  NATO  Alliance. 
It  clearly  demands  that  all  of  us  be  ready 
for  those  patient  and  determined  efforts  to 
meet  each  other  halfway,  without  which  no 
real  agreement  is  ever  possible  among  strong 
and  honorable  states. 

Most  of  all,  the  Adantic  nations  have  a 
common  interest  in  the  peace  of  the  world. 
In  the  past  4  years,  we  have  taken  several 
steps  toward  lessening  the  danger  of  war. 
The  United  States  is  prepared  in  full  consul- 
tation with  its  allies  to  discuss  any  proposal 
with  the  Soviet  Union  which  might  increase 
the  chances  of  a  lasting  peace. 

These  are  some  of  the  areas  in  which  we 
must  work  together.  At  every  turning  point 
for  20  years  we  have  risen  above  national 
concerns  to  the  more  spacious  vision  of  Euro- 
pean unity  and  Atlantic  partnership.  This, 
too,  must  be  such  a  time. 

So  let  no  one  mistake  a  brief  calm  for  the 
end  of  the  storm.  The  world  is  still  full  of 
peril  for  those  who  prize  and  cherish  free- 
dom. Across  the  earth  from  Asia  to  the 
heart  of  Africa  forces  are  loosed  whose  di- 
rection is  uncertain  and  whose  portent  is 
full  with  challenge. 

All  day  yesterday  the  workers  and  the 
thinkers  and  the  doers  of  your  Government 
were  occupied  with  the  future  of  Africa. 
All  day  into  the  early  hours  of  the  morning 
the  day  before,  the  thinkers  and  the  plan- 
ners and  the  doers,  if  not  the  talkers  or 
writers,  were  evaluating  and  searching  for 
a  solution  to  some  of  the  problems  of  Asia. 
The  unknown  tide  of  future  change  is 
already  beating  about  the  rock  of  the  West. 
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These  fruitful  lands  washed  by  the  At- 
lantic, this  half-billion  people  unmatched 
in  arms  and  industry,  this  measureless  store- 
house of  wisdom  and  genius,  can  be  a  for- 
tress against  any  foe,  a  force  that  will  en- 
rich the  life  of  an  entire  planet. 

It  is  not  a  question  of  arms  or  wealth 
alone.  It  is  a  question  of  moving  ahead  with 
the  times,  and  it  is  a  question  of  vision  and 
persistence,  and  the  willingness  to  surmount 
the  barriers  of  national  rivalry  against  which 
our  ancestors  have  always  collided. 

There  are  so  many  things,  so  many  more 
things  in  the  world,  that  unite  us  than  that 
divide  us.  And  in  this  hour  of  trial,  now  is 
the  time  to  come  to  the  aid  of  your  world  by 
trying  to  be  a  force  for  unity  instead  of  a 
voice  for  division. 

Only  yesterday,  one  of  the  notable  men  of 
this  generation  called  to  talk  to  me,  and  I 
had  to  postpone  his  call.  I  said  to  my  assist- 
ant, "We  can  wait  for  him  until  tomorrow 
because  he  is  a  force  for  division." 

So  if  we  have  the  qualities  of  which  I 


have  spoken,  then  the  first  age  with  the 
power  to  destroy — destroy  the  world — can 
be  the  first,  also,  to  put  an  end  to  that  de- 
struction. No  one  person,  no  individual,  re- 
gardless of  his  heritage  or  his  training,  can 
alone  lead  us  to  the  summit  of  the  good 
things  that  are  ahead.  But  I  do  in  my  own 
humble  way  appeal  to  each  of  you  to  forget 
the  emotionalism  that  would  bring  hate  to 
our  hearts,  and  try  to  remember  the  senti- 
ment that  would  make  us  all  brothers  in  a 
world  of  great  opportunity,  in  a  time  of  great 
need. 
Thank  you. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  11:30  a.m.  in  Mc- 
Donough  Gymnasium  at  Georgetown  University  in 
Washington,  D.C.,  after  being  awarded  an  honorary 
doctor  of  laws  degree.  In  his  opening  words  he 
referred  to  the  Most  Reverend  Egidio  Vagnozzi, 
Apostolic  Delegate  to  the  United  States,  the  Most 
Reverend  Patrick  A.  O'Boyle,  archbishop  of  Washing- 
ton, the  Very  Reverend  Edward  B.  Bunn,  chancellor 
of  the  university  and  retiring  president,  and  the 
Very  Reverend  Gerard  J.  Campbell,  the  university's 
newly  inaugurated  president. 


789    Statement  by  the  President  on  the  Supersonic 
Transport  Program.    December  3,  1964 


THE  development  of  a  commercially  profit- 
able supersonic  transport  is  a  very  difficult 
and  complex  undertaking.  I  believe  that  this 
country  must  take,  in  the  words  of  Senator 
Monroney,  "time  for  deliberate,  proven  de- 
velopment" and  time  to  make  certain  that 
this  will  be  the  best  supersonic  in  the  world's 
airways. 

note:  The  statement  was  made  public  as  part  of  a 
White  House  release  which  noted  that  the  President 


had  that  day  directed  the  Administrator  of  the  Fed- 
eral Aviation  Agency  to  extend  the  current  contracts 
of  the  engine  and  airframe  manufacturers  so  that 
they  could  continue  to  study  the  problems  associated 
with  a  commercial  supersonic  transport.  The  re- 
lease also  noted  that  the  President's  Advisory  Com- 
mittee on  Supersonic  Transport  was  expected  to 
make  recommendations  early  in  1965,  following 
completion  of  economic  studies  by  the  Department 
of  Commerce  and  of  studies  on  sonic  boom 
phenomena  by  the  National  Academy  of  Sciences. 
See  also  Items  294  [5]  and  355. 
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790    Remarks  at  a  Ceremony  Marking  the  loth  Anniversary 
of  the  Government  Employees'  Incentive 
Awards  Act.    December  4,  1964 


Director  Gordon,  Chairman  Macy,  members 
of  the  Cabinet,  ladies  and  gentlemen: 

This  is  an  opportunity  that  I  welcome.  A 
President's  day  is  never  long  enough  for  all 
the  things  that  he  might  like  to  do.  I  would 
like  to  get  out  and  meet  with  the  people  who 
work  with  me.  I  would  like  to  see  more  of 
the  men  and  women  who  are  in  charge  of 
the  bureaus.  I  would  like  to  just  sit  and 
talk  with  them,  listen  to  their  ideas,  perhaps 
get  them  to  listen  to  some  of  mine.  I  should 
like  to  meet  with  employees,  to  discuss  ways 
to  keep  Government  service  alert  and  proud. 

I  so  much  want  our  Government  service  to 
be  strong.  I  want  it  to  have  those  qualities 
that  make  this  a  great  and  a  decent  country. 
I  want  it  to  be  compassionate.  I  want  it 
to  be  human,  yet  free  of  venality.  I  want  it 
never  to  take  itself  for  granted  because  that 
is  the  mark  of  a  bad  servant.  An  unmistak- 
able sign  of  integrity  in  government  is  a 
sense  of  responsibility  to  the  taxpayers. 

I  have  said  I  believe  in  the  tight  fist  and 
the  open  mind — a  tight  fist  with  money  and 
an  open  mind  to  the  needs  of  America.  I 
want  us  to  keep  up  with  the  times,  but  keep 
our  feet  on  the  ground.  I  want  that  same 
state  of  mind  to  prevail  in  every  department 
and  in  every  bureau  of  this  Government. 

I  expect  to  find  it  at  every  level  of  respon- 
sibility, from  Cabinet  members  down  to  the 
newest  and  the  youngest  recruit. 

I  want  every  supervisor  to  remember  that 
your  example  is  really  what  determines  the 
attitudes  of  the  men  and  the  women  who 
work  with  you.  You  are  the  officers  of  the 
Hne  who  lead  the  way  and  bear  the  burden 
and  the  responsibility. 


A  man  will  sometimes  think  that  because 
his  rank  is  modest  he  is  insignificant  in  the 
great  scheme  of  things.  But  I  have  read 
of  what  Nehru  said  as  he  worked  with  his 
colleagues  and  the  British  Ambassador  on 
plans  for  a  free  India:  "You  know,  we  are 
small  men  and  unimportant.  But  the  cause 
in  which  we  work  is  great — and  some  of 
that  greatness  touches  each  of  us."  That  is 
the  whole  spirit  of  the  public  service  with 
which  I  have  been  so  proud  to  have  been 
associated  all  of  my  adult  life. 

When  I  became  your  President  i  year  ago, 
I  assigned  top  priority  to  efficiency  and  econ- 
omy in  Government.  I  pledged  that  we 
would  root  out  waste  and  inefficiency  wher- 
ever we  found  it. 

I  believe  we  have  made  good  on  that 
pledge.  I  believe  we  have  the  people's  con- 
fidence in  our  sincerity.  But  we  must  con- 
tinue to  earn  that  confidence.  Controlling 
waste  is  somewhat  like  bailing  a  boat — you 
have  to  keep  at  it. 

I  have  no  intention  of  easing  up  on  my 
insistence  on  getting  a  dollar  of  value  for 
each  dollar  we  spend.  Economy  "once  in 
a  while"  is  just  not  enough. 

We  have  our  work  cut  out  for  us  in  the 
years  ahead. 

I  have  asked  all  Americans  to  join  in  cre- 
ating the  Great  Society.  The  abundance 
of  this  great  land  must  be  put  to  work  for 
the  benefit  of  all  of  our  people.  We  must 
eliminate  poverty.  We  must  wipe  out  dis- 
crimination. We  must  provide  education 
and  employment  opportunities.  We  must 
help  to  create  great  cities.  We  must  con- 
serve the  land  and  the  open  spaces,  and  we 
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must  serve  all  of  our  people  all  the  time. 

I  do  not  think  that  any  of  this  is  beyond 
the  reach  of  a  purposeful  and  resourceful 
people. 

Theodore  Roosevelt  said  that  the  Presi- 
dent must  be  steward  of  all  the  people.  So 
Government  will  play  its  proper  part  in  this 
important  work,  and  we  cannot  advance  if 
our  way  is  blocked  with  the  debris  of  in- 
efficiency or  obsolescence,  or  downright 
waste. 

We  can  afford  only  the  essential.  What- 
ever fails  to  meet  that  test  must  be  put 
aside. 

This  is  why  we  are  closing  defense  in- 
stallations that  we  no  longer  need. 

This  is  why  I  have  ordered  every  de- 
partment to  install  a  cost-reduction  program 
patterned  after  the  biggest  department  in 
terms  of  employees — the  Defense  Depart- 
ment— and  in  terms  of  budget. 

This  is  why  I  am  prepared  to  do  whatever 
is  necessary  to  stop  spending  scarce  dollars 
on  programs  and  services  which  have  out- 
lived their  day. 

We  are  going  to  put  "thrift"  back  in  the 
dictionary.  As  President,  I  can  and  I  will 
make  the  major  decisions  on  holding  total 
spending  to  the  rock  bottom. 

But  most  of  the  opportunities  to  increase 
efficiency  and  to  find  less  costly  ways  to  do 
business  occur  in  the  work  that  you  do  every 
day.  And  here  is  where  I  just  must  look 
to  you  and  rely  on  you,  because  no  one  per- 
son can  do  this. 

I  want  your  help.  I  want  every  super- 
visor, I  want  every  employee,  to  continually 
ask  themselves  two  questions:  What  is  it 
costing  to  do  this  work?  Is  there  a  way  to 
do  it  as  well  or  better  that  would  cost  less? 

I  want  you  to  think  of  your  bureau  or  your 
unit  as  though  it  were  your  own  little  pri- 
vate business.    Would  you  have  as  many 


employees  on  your  personal  payroll? 
Would  you  be  willing  to  write  them  checks 
every  2  weeks,  the  same  amount  that  you 
are  writing  them  with  Uncle  Sam's  name 
signed?  If  they  were  working  for  you, 
would  they  be  producing  more?  Could  you 
make  a  profit  with  the  practices  that  you  are 
following?  Where  would  you  start  to  cut 
expenses  if  you  didn't? 

After  all,  really  this  is  your  business.  You 
are  the  ones  that  are  supporting  it  with  your 
"deducts,"  with  your  taxes,  and  you  ought  to 
be  concerned  with  it. 

This  is  what  a  manager  is  there  to  do,  and 
it  is  why  I  like  to  see  tough-minded  but  fair 
people  come  into  Government,  with  busi- 
ness experience.  They  are  accustomed  to 
market  competition  where  quality  and  low 
unit  costs  make  the  difference  between 
swimming  and  sinking.  They  can  bring 
that  state  of  mind  to  the  management  of  the 
public's  business.  Where  they  do,  every- 
body benefits. 

But  I  am  convinced  that  we  have  career 
managers  in  Government  who  are  just  as 
good  as  any  managers  in  private  business. 
I  see  evidence  of  this  every  day  as  our  cost- 
reduction  program  produces  improvements 
and  savings. 

And  what  I  want  you  to  understand  this 
morning  is  that  these  talents  must  now  be 
put  to  work  at  full  capacity. 

I  am  asking  for  your  help. 

I  am  asking  for  your  cooperation. 

I  am  asking  for  your  very  best  effort. 

And  you  will  have  the  gratitude  of  your 
country  and  the  gratitude  of  your  President. 

Today  we  observe  the  loth  year  of  the  in- 
centive awards  program.  We  honor  the 
Government  employees  who  have  been  dili- 
gent in  seeking  ways  to  reduce  costs,  and 
diligent  in  increasing  efficiency. 

This  program  has  already  achieved  much. 
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In  a  single  year  it  produced  118,500  em- 
ployee suggestions  which  were  adopted.  Its 
potential  is  vast. 

Now  I  want  to  see  another  new  record 
set  in  the  coming  12  months.  I  have  faith 
in  you  and  I  trust  you,  and  I  believe  in  you. 
Therefore,  I  just  know  you  will  do  it. 

Thank  you  very  much. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  11:52  a.m.  in  Con- 
stitution Hall.  In  his  opening  words  he  referred  to 
Kermit  Gordon,  Director  of  the  Bureau  of  the 
Budget,  and  John  W.  Macy,  Jr.,  Chairman  of  the 


U.S.  Civil  Service  Commission. 

A  White  House  release  of  December  2,  an- 
nouncing the  awards  ceremony,  listed  the  30  award 
winners  and  summaries  of  their  special  achieve- 
ments. The  release  stated  that  the  winners,  chosen 
from  more  than  150  nominees,  were  selected  for 
three  types  of  contributions:  cost-reduction  achieve- 
ments by  employees,  successful  encouragement  of 
employee  economy  contributions  by  supervisors,  and 
cost-improvement  action  by  program  management 
officers. 

The  incentive  awards  program  was  established  by 
the  Government  Employees'  Incentive  Awards  Act, 
approved  September  i,  1954  (68  Stat.  11 12). 


791     Statement  by  the  President  on  the  November 
Employment  Report.    December  4,  1964 


THE  November  employment  report  is  both 
encouraging  and  sobering. 

The  overall  5  percent  figure  for  general 
unemployment  conceals  both  a  major  break- 
through and  a  continuing  crisis. 

The  unemployment  rate  for  married  men 
is  down  now  X.oiVz  percent — its  lowest  point 
in  7  years. 

We  have  reduced  unemployment  among 
this  group  by  a  third  in  the  past  12  months. 

There  are  a  million  and  a  half  more  peo- 
ple at  work  in  this  country  today  than  there 
were  a  year  ago. 

The  November  figures  also  point  out 
sharply  where  the  worst  problem  remains: 
the  unemployment  rate  for  boys  and  girls  un- 
der 20  is  almost  15  percent — six  times  as  high 


as  the  rate  for  married  men. 

There  are  gains  on  this  front,  too.  Three 
hundred  and  thirty  thousand  more  teen- 
agers are  at  work  than  there  were  a  year  ago. 

But  they  are  pouring  into  the  work  force 
at  an  unprecedented  rate.  There  will  be  a 
greater  increase  in  the  number  of  18-  and 
19-year-old  boys  and  girls  in  the  work  force 
in  the  next  12  months  than  during  the  en- 
tire period  between  1950  and  i960. 

We  have  got  to  get  these  boys  and  girls 
into  jobs,  or  training  programs,  or  back  into 
school.  We  can't  afford  the  price  of  turn- 
ing down  one  out  of  every  seven  young 
Americans  who  apply  for  admission  to  re- 
sponsible citizenship. 


792    Statement  by  the  President  Upon  Approving  Civil 
Rights  Regulations  Covering  the  Programs  of  Federal 
Departments  and  Agencies.    December  4,  1964 


THIS  NATION'S  commitment  to  the  prin- 
ciple of  equality  of  treatment  and  oppor- 
tunity for  all  Americans  will  be  well  served 
by  the  new  regulations  assuring  that  Federal 


programs  are  available  to  all  citizens  without 
regard  to  their  race,  color,  or  national  origin. 
All  key  Federal  officials  have  been  in- 
structed to  cooperate  with  State  and  local 
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governments  and  with  private  organizations 
and  individuals  participating  in  Federal  pro- 
grams to  ensure  that  there  is  complete  under- 
standing of  the  regulations  and  compliance 
with  the  congressional  mandate.  Just  and 
reasonable  procedures  have  been  prescribed 
to  insure  that  disputes  or  failure  to  comply 
with  the  principle  of  nondiscrimination  in 
administering  Federal  programs  will  be 
promptly  and  justly  decided. 

The  broad  and  encouraging  compliance 
with  the  Public  Accommodations  Title  of 
the  Civil  Rights  Act  has  demonstrated  the 
overwhelming  desire  of  the  people  of  this 
Nation  to  accept  and  to  comply  with  the  law 


of  the  land.  I  am  confident  that  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Civil  Rights  Act  to  be  imple- 
mented by  these  regulations  will  be  received 
in  the  same  spirit  of  acceptance  and  coopera- 
tion. 

note:  The  statement  was  part  of  a  White  House 
release  which  noted  that  the  President  had  approved 
the  regulations  on  December  3  and  that  similar  regu- 
lations covering  other  agencies  would  be  issued  "in 
a  few  weeks."  The  regulations  approved  Decem- 
ber 3  were  those  for  the  Departments  of  Interior,  Ag- 
riculture, Labor,  and  Health,  Education,  and  Wel- 
fare, together  with  those  for  the  General  Services 
Administration,  Housing  and  Home  Finance  Agen- 
cy, and  the  National  Science  Foundation.  They  are 
published  in  the  Federal  Register  of  December  4, 
1964   (29  F.R.  16273). 


793    Remarks  at  the  Presentation  of  the  Medal  of  Honor  to 
Capt.  Roger  H.  C.  Donlon,  USA.    December  5,  1964 


Mrs.  Donlon,  Senator  Hay  den,  Senator  Keat- 
ing, Senator-elect  Kennedy,  Secretary  Mc- 
Namara,  ladies  and  gentlemen: 

This  is  a  proud  moment  for  all  Ameri- 
cans. We  are  here  today  to  present  this  Na- 
tion's highest  honor  to  Captain  Roger  H.  C. 
Donlon,  United  States  Army. 

On  July  6th  of  this  year,  Captain  Donlon 
was  the  Commanding  Officer  of  the  United 
States  Army  Special  Forces  Team  A-726, 
at  Camp  Nam  Dong  in  the  Republic  of  Viet- 
Nam. 

Under  cover  of  night,  a  reinforced  Viet 
Cong  battalion  launched  a  full-scale  attack 
on  the  camp.  A  violent  battle  took  place 
lasting  5  hours.  The  Viet  Cong  enemy 
used  mortars,  grenades,  and  very  heavy  gun- 
fire. 

Captain  Donlon  was  wounded  four 
times — in  the  stomach,  in  the  leg,  in  the 
shoulder,  and  in  the  face.  Wounded  though 
he  was.  Captain  Donlon  directed  a  success- 
ful defense  of  the  camp.    He  moved  from 


post  to  post  and  man  to  man  within  the 
camp  perimeter.  Despite  his  multiple 
wounds.  Captain  Donlon,  with  great  cour- 
age and  coolness,  inspired  the  American 
personnel  and  the  friendly  Vietnamese  troops 
to  a  successful  defense  of  their  camp. 

No  one  who  has  seen  military  service  will 
fail  to  appreciate  and  understand  the  magni- 
tude of  Captain  Donlon's  heroic  performance 
under  enemy  fire  in  the  darkness. 

This  Medal  of  Honor  awarded  in  the 
name  of  the  Congress  is  the  first  such  honor 
to  be  bestowed  upon  an  American  military 
man  for  conspicuous  gallantry  above  and  be- 
yond the  call  of  duty  in  our  present  efforts  in 
the  Republic  of  Viet-Nam. 

Individual  bravery  among  the  members 
of  our  forces  there  is  much  more  the  rule 
than  the  exception.  I  think  it  detracts  noth- 
ing from  the  honor  that  a  grateful  Nation 
pays  today  to  Captain  Donlon  to  say,  as  I 
am  sure  he  would  say,  that  we  proudly  sa- 
lute all  the  men  of  all  the  services  who  are 
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participating  so  valiantly  in  that  effort. 

I  had  a  full  and  complete  report  from 
General  Taylor  which  gave  me  great  pride 
in  all  the  men  in  that  area.  And  it  is  not 
given  to  all  of  us  here  at  home  to  be  called 
upon  to  make  the  choice  of  sacrifice  and 
risk  that  Captain  Donlon  made  at  Nam 
Dong  this  summer.  But  it  is  given  to  us 
to  draw  new  strength  and  inspiration  from 
the  gallantry  and  the  unhesitating  bravery 
of  this  man's  action  under  hostile  fire. 

The  Vietnamese  are  seeking  to  triumph 
over  communism  manifested  by  insurgency, 
terrorism,  and  aggression.  Because  we 
recognize  the  justice  of  their  cause  and  its 
importance  to  all  free  men,  we  are  there 
to  provide  them  with  support  and  assistance. 

Now  let  any  who  suggest  that  we  cannot 
honor  our  commitment  in  Viet-Nam  find 
new  strength  and  new  resolution  in  the 
actions  of  this  brave  man  and  his  comrades 
in  arms  far  away  from  us  today. 

To  you,  Captain  Donlon,  may  I  personally 
express  the  gratitude  and  the  respect  of  all 
your  fellow  countrymen.  The  example 
that  you  have  set  shall  not  be  lost.  As  we 
pray  for  peace  in  the  world,  as  we  maintain 
the  strength  that  supports  our  resolve  to 
uphold  freedom  and  the  cause  of  justice 
around  the  world,  we  shall  always  be  grate- 
ful for  the  inspiration  that  you  have  given 
to  us  in  these  times. 

This  ceremony  should  remind  us  all  of 
the  times  in  which  we  live  and  the  values 
that  make  living  really  worthwhile.  In  this 
age,  the  whole  of  our  society,  the  whole  of 
our  Government,  is  committed  in  the  strug- 
gles between  peace  and  war,  between  free- 
dom and  tyranny,  between  justice  and 
cynicism.  For  each  of  us,  whatever  our  sta- 
tion in  life,  this  means  that  we  as  individuals 
must  give  of  ourselves  as  dedicated,  com- 
mitted Americans. 


We  have  much,  we  have  vastly  more  than 
any  other  peoples  in  history.  We  greatly 
value  what  we  have.  We  want  other  peo- 
ples to  enjoy  the  same  for  themselves.  But 
we  cannot  keep  what  we  have  and  we  can- 
not preserve  the  brightening  flame  of  hope 
for  others  unless  we  are  all — repeat  all — 
committed;  all — repeat  all — ^willing  to  sacri- 
fice and  to  serve  wherever  we  can,  whether 
it  be  in  Viet-Nam,  whether  it  be  at  home, 
whether  it  be  far  away. 

In  the  early  hours  of  this  morning,  I 
awoke  and  I  read  again  the  account  by  my 
bedside  of  Captain  Donlon's  heroic  feat.  I 
wondered  how  many  of  us  could  stand  in 
his  presence  today  and  say  confidently  that 
we,  too,  have  done  all  that  we  could  to 
support  and  to  serve  the  cause  of  our  country 
and  mankind. 

There  are  some  men  in  Washington  and 
some  men  throughout  the  Nation,  and 
women,  too,  who  resist  the  glamor  of  gold 
and  come  here  at  great  sacrifice  to  do  for 
freedom  in  the  capital  of  the  free  world  what 
Captain  Donlon  did  for  freedom  in  Viet- 
Nam.  So  very  often  9  to  5  hours,  Saturday 
at  the  country  club,  profit  sharing  and  pen- 
sion trusts  all  mean  so  much  that  the  call 
of  country  is  sometimes  answered  with  a 
no. 

But  I  was  thinking  this  morning  about 
that  old  World  War  I  recruiting  poster,  with 
Uncle  Sam  pointing  his  finger  and  saying, 
"Your  country  needs  you." 

Well,  your  country  does  need  you  today 
in  these  times.  And  the  finger  points  at 
every  American,  of  every  age  and  of  every 
station.  We  need  women  and  we  need 
men  for  service  in  the  cause  of  freedom,  in 
the  cause  of  this  great  Government,  this 
noble  cause — men  and  women  from  in- 
dustry, from  business,  from  labor,  from 
banks,  from   campuses,   and   from  farms. 
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America  needs  from  civilian  life  as  we  have, 
I  am  proud  to  say,  in  our  military  forces, 
the  very  best  talents  and  minds  of  these 
times. 

And  standing  to  my  right  as  a  civilian  is 
one  of  the  great  examples  of  which  I  speak, 
the  Secretary  of  Defense,  Mr.  McNamara. 
He  represents  to  me  in  our  civilian  life  what 
Captain  Donlon  represents  in  military  life, 
the  very  best  of  America.  And  this  Govern- 
ment must  have  the  very  best. 

So,  I  hope  your  example.  Captain  Donlon, 
will  help  to  inspire  others  to  step  forward 
and  to  answer  "yes"  when  their  country 
calls. 

Captain  Donlon,  as  President  of  the 
United  States,  it  is  now  my  very  high  privi- 
lege to  decorate  you  with  the  Medal  of 
Honor,  awarded  to  you  in  the  name  of  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States. 

The  distinguished  Secretary  of  Defense, 
Mr.  McNamara,  will  now  read  the  citation. 

[Secretary  McNamara  read  the  citation,  the  text 
of  which  follow $."1 

The  President  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  authorized  by  Act  of  Congress, 
March  3,  1863,  has  awarded  in  the  name  of 
The  Congress  the  Medal  of  Honor  to 

Captain  Roger  H.  C.  Donlon 
United  States  Army 

for  conspicuous  gallantry  and  intrepidity  in 
action  at  the  risk  of  his  life  above  and  beyond 
the  call  of  duty: 

Captain  Roger  H.  C.  Donlon,  Infantry, 
distinguished  himself  by  conspicuous  gal- 
lantry and  intrepidity  at  the  risk  of  his  own 
life  above  and  beyond  the  call  of  duty  while 
defending  a  United  States  military  installa- 
tion against  a  fierce  attack  by  hostile  forces 
on  6  July  1964,  near  Nam  Dong,  Republic  of 
Vietnam.    Captain  Donlon  was  serving  as 


the  Commanding  Officer  of  the  United 
States  Army  Special  Forces  Detachment  A- 
726  at  Camp  Nam  Dong  when  a  reinforced 
Viet  Cong  Battalion  suddenly  launched  a 
full-scale,  predawn  attack  on  the  Camp, 
During  the  violent  battle  that  ensued,  last- 
ing five  hours  and  resulting  in  heavy  casual- 
ties on  both  sides,  Captain  Donlon  directed 
the  defense  operations  in  the  midst  of  an 
enemy  barrage  of  mortar  shells,  falling 
grenades,  and  extremely  heavy  gun  fire. 
Upon  the  initial  onslaught,  he  swifdy 
marshaled  his  forces  and  ordered  the  re- 
moval of  the  needed  ammunition  from  a 
blazing  building.  He  then  dashed  through 
a  hail  of  small  arms  and  exploding  hand 
grenades  to  abort  a  breach  of  the  main  gate. 
Enroute  to  this  position  he  detected  an 
enemy  demolition  team  of  three  in  the  prox- 
imity of  the  main  gate  and  quickly  anni- 
hilated them.  Although  exposed  to  the  in- 
tense grenade  attack,  he  then  succeeded  in 
reaching  a  6omm  mortar  position  despite 
sustaining  a  severe  stomach  wound  as  he  was 
within  five  yards  of  the  gun  pit.  When  he 
discovered  that  most  of  the  men  in  this  gun 
pit  were  also  wounded,  he  completely  dis- 
regarded his  own  injury,  directed  their  with- 
drawal to  a  location  thirty  meters  away,  and 
again  risked  his  own  life  by  remaining  be- 
hind and  covering  the  movement  with  the 
utmost  effectiveness.  Noticing  that  his  team 
sergeant  was  unable  to  evacuate  the  gun  pit, 
he  crawled  toward  him  and,  while  dragging 
the  fallen  soldier  out  of  the  gun  pit,  an 
enemy  mortar  exploded  and  inflicted  a 
wound  in  Captain  Donlon's  left  shoulder. 
Although  suffering  from  multiple  wounds, 
he  carried  the  abandoned  6omm  mortar 
weapon  to  a  new  location  thirty  meters  away 
where  he  found  three  wounded  defenders. 
After  administering  first  aid  and  encourage- 
ment to  these  men,  he  left  the  weapon  with 
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them,  headed  toward  another  position,  and 
retrieved  a  57mm  recoilless  rifle.  Then  with 
great  courage  and  coolness  under  fire,  he 
returned  to  the  abandoned  gun  pit,  evacu- 
ated ammunition  for  the  two  weapons  and, 
while  crawling  and  dragging  the  urgentiy 
needed  ammunition,  received  a  third  wound 
on  his  leg  by  an  enemy  hand  grenade. 
Despite  his  critical  physical  condition,  he 
again  crawled  one  hundred  and  seventy  five 
meters  to  an  81  mm  mortar  position  and 
directed  firing  operations  which  protected 
the  seriously  threatened  east  sector  of  the 
Camp.  He  then  moved  to  an  eastern  6omm 
mortar  position  and  upon  determining  that 
the  vicious  enemy  assault  had  weakened, 
crawled  back  to  the  gun  pit  with  the  6omm 
mortar,  set  it  up  for  defensive  operations, 
and  turned  it  over  to  two  defenders  with 
minor  wounds.  Without  hesitation,  he  left 
this  sheltered  position  and  moved  from  posi- 
tion to  position  around  the  beleaguered  pe- 
rimeter while  hurling  hand  grenades  at  the 
enemy  and  inspiring  his  men  to  superhuman 
effort.  As  he  bravely  continued  to  move 
around  the  perimeter,  a  mortar  shell  ex- 


ploded, wounding  him  in  the  face  and  body. 
As  the  long  awaited  daylight  brought  de- 
feat to  the  enemy  forces  and  their  retreat 
back  to  the  jungle  leaving  behind  fifty-four 
of  their  dead,  many  weapons,  and  grenades, 
Captain  Donlon  immediately  reorganized  his 
defenses  and  administered  first  aid  to  the 
wounded.  His  dynamic  leadership,  forti- 
tude, and  valiant  efforts  inspired  not  only  the 
American  personnel  but  the  friendly  Viet- 
namese defenders  as  well  and  resulted  in  the 
successful  defense  of  the  Camp.  Captain 
Donlon's  conspicuous  gallantry,  extraordi- 
nary heroism,  and  intrepidity  at  the  risk  of 
his  own  life  above  and  beyond  the  call  of 
duty  are  in  the  highest  traditions  of  the 
United  States  Army  and  reflect  great  credit 
upon  himself  and  the  Armed  Forces  of  his 
country. 

Lyndon  B.  Johnson 

note:  The  presentation  ceremony  was  held  at  12:10 
p.m.  in  the  East  Room  at  the  White  House.  The 
President's  opening  words  referred  to  Mrs.  Marion 
H.  Donlon,  mother  of  Captain  Donlon,  Senator  Carl 
Hayden  of  Arizona,  Senator  Kenneth  B.  Keating 
and  Senator-elect  Robert  F.  Kennedy,  both  of  New 
York,  and  Secretary  of  Defense  Robert  S.  McNamara. 


794    Message  to  President  Segni  of  Italy. 
December  7,  1964 

[  Released  December  7,  1964.    Dated  December  6,  1964  ] 


Dear  Mr.  President: 

I  learned  with  deep  regret  of  your  resig- 
nation, although  I  appreciate  the  reasons 
for  your  decision.  We  Americans  have 
come  to  know  and  admire  you  as  a  good 
friend  and  trusted  ally.  Your  devotion  to 
the  principles  of  peace  and  social  justice  and 
your  gallant  struggle  with  affliction  will  re- 
main an  inspiration  to  us  all. 


Mrs.  Johnson  joins  me  in  hoping  that  you 
will  enjoy  a  quick  and  complete  recovery. 
Sincerely, 

Lyndon  B.  Johnson 

[His  Excellency  Antonio  Segni,  Rome,  Italy] 

note:  The  message  was  read  by  the  Press  Secretary 
to  the  President,  George  E.  Reedy,  at  his  news  con- 
ference held  at  the  White  House  at  11:55  ^•^'  on 
December  7,   1964. 
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795    Remarks  of  Welcome  at  the  White  House  to  the  New 
Prime  Minister  of  Great  Britain.    December  7, 1964 


Mr,  Prime  Minister,  Mr.  Secretary  of  State, 
distinguished  guests: 

Mr.  Prime  Minister,  it  is  a  pleasure  to  wel- 
come you  here  today  both  to  this  country 
and  to  this  house.  For  you  and  for  me  as 
individuals,  positions  and  responsibilities 
have  changed  somev^hat  since  last  you  vs^ere 
a  visitor  in  this  city. 

But  the  relations  between  our  countries 
and  the  common  purposes  of  our  peoples  re- 
main unchanged. 

Your  visit  underscores  the  certainty  that 
there  will  be  no  change. 

Under  Democratic  and  Republican  ad- 
ministrations in  this  country,  and  under 
Labor  and  Conservative  governments  in 
your  country,  the  collaboration  between 
Great  Britain  and  the  United  States  has 
meant  much  of  enduring  value  to  all  man- 
kind, not  only  to  our  two  peoples  but  also 
to  our  friends  and  our  allies  everywhere  in 
the  world. 

Today  we  realize  as  surely  all  other  na- 
tions must  realize  that  the  world  has  come 
to  a  beginning  of  a  new  era  of  change.  It 
is  opportune  that  at  this  formative  period, 
early  in  each  of  our  respective  administra- 
tions, that  we  meet  together  to  seek  the 
basis  of  continuing  responsible  undertakings. 

The  problems  of  our  Nation,  the  problems 
of  all  nations  are  many  today.  Yet,  we  can 
and  we  do  justifiably  believe  that  this  is  a 
hopeful  time  for  man — the  most  hopeful 
since  time  began. 

In  all  of  history  never  has  man  had  so 
great  a  capacity  for  ending  war  and  assur- 
ing peace  and  bringing  it  to  the  world;  over- 
coming poverty  and  laboring  to  that  end; 
providing  plenty;  mastering  the  causes  of 


human  misery  and  enjoying  the  fullness  of 
human  happiness. 

In  confidence  that  our  countries  and  our 
peoples  with  our  allies  have  great  contribu- 
tions to  make  and  great  gains  to  realize,  the 
progress  of  the  years  ahead,  we  meet  now 
for  a  series  of  working  sessions  where  we 
can  begin  together  to  explore  the  complex 
and  the  important  problems  that  are  facing 
us  and  our  allies. 

As  we  welcome  you  to  our  country,  we 
welcome  you  and  your  countrymen  to  the 
continuation  of  this  great  work.  May  our 
labors  help  to  strengthen  the  hope  for  peace 
and  the  cause  of  freedom  as  have  the  labors 
of  our  predecessors  on  both  sides  of  the 
Atlantic. 

As  we  stand  here  this  morning  in  this 
beautiful  sunshine  in  Washington,  I  trust 
that  this  is  only  the  first  of  many  meetings 
that  will  bring  men  who  love  peace  and  who 
hate  war  together  in  the  hope  that  we  can 
make  a  contribution  to  peace  and  freedom 
throughout  the  world. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  11:25  a.m.  on  the 
South  Lawn  at  the  White  House  where  Prime  Min- 
ister Harold  Wilson  was  given  a  formal  welcome 
with  full  military  honors.  The  Prime  Minister 
responded  as  follows: 

"Mr.  President,  Mr.  Secretary  of  State,  and  mem- 
bers of  both  administrations: 

"First,  sir,  may  I  on  behalf  of  my  colleagues  and 
myself  thank  you  for  your  warm  and  hospitable 
welcome  to  the  United  States. 

"We  are  all  of  us  happy  to  be  back  in  Wash- 
ington. None  of  us  are  strangers  here.  All  of  us 
have  many  friends,  many  personal  friends  of  a 
quarter  of  a  century  standing  here  in  Washington 
and  in  your  administration. 

"The  talks  on  which  we  shall  be  engaged  will  be 
frank  and  straight  to  the  point  as  befits  talks  be- 
tween friends  and  as  befits  the  size  and  the  scale 
of  the  problems  that  we  are  facing. 
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"This  is  a  first  get-together  in  what  I  hope  will 
be  a  series  of  discussions  at  all  levels  in  our  re- 
spective administrations,  of  discussions  with  our 
NATO  allies  and  more  widely,  and  covering  as 
the  talks  now  and  later  proceed  a  growing  range 
of  topics. 

"We  do  not  expect  this  week  to  solve  the  prob- 
lems which  the  Western  alliance,  the  free  world, 
and  the  world  communities  are  facing.  Rather, 
we  would  hope  to  set  the  guidelines  for  our  fu- 
ture joint  attack  on  these  problems. 

"There  could  be  no  more  challenging  or  exciting 
time  for  us  to  be  meeting.  We  face  urgent  prob- 
lems within  our  own  alliance.  For  2  years  there 
have  been  growing  stresses  and  strains  which  we 
cannot  suffer  to  continue,  much  less  to  grow. 

"We  come  here,  Mr.  President,  to  express  the 
firm  determination  of  Her  Majesty's  Government  to 
do  all  in  our  power  to  strengthen  our  alliance  and 
to  make  it  more  effective. 

"We  shall  throw  our  proposals  into  the  common 
pool  of  Western  thought  and  we  shall  be  prepared 
to  make  our  full  contributions  in  hard,  real  terms; 
in  particular,  in  a  shrinking  world  where  tradi- 
tional categories  of  thought  and  approach,  whether 
in  defense  or  in  relations  between  peoples,  are  being 
daily  rendered  more  obsolete  through  the  central 
fact  of  thermonuclear  power. 

"We  recognize  the  need  by  thought  and  by  deeds 
to  centralize  and  collectivize  our  common  responsi- 
bility and  concern  in  matters  of  nuclear  strength. 

"But  I  am  sure  that  in  a  wider  sense  our  dis- 
cussions will  transcend  even  the  challenging  situ- 
ation within  the  alliance. 

"We  shall  be  seeking  together  all  possible  means 
to  strengthen  the  work  of  the  United  Nations  on 
which  are  centered  our  common  hopes  for  the  fumre 
of  mankind;  in  particular,  our  joint  contribution  to 
its  authority,  to  its  peacekeeping  role  and  to  its 
role  in  the  only  war  we  seek— ^the  war  against  pov- 
erty and  squalor,  illiteracy  and  disease. 

"We  shall  be  seeking  now  the  means  through 
agreed   initiatives   based   on  our  common   interests 


whenever  the  prospect  presents  itself  or  can  be 
created  for  measures  to  reduce  tensions  between  East 
and  West  and,  in  particular,  to  move  decisively 
in  the  world  of  effective  disarmament  and  measures 
to  prevent  the  spread  of  nuclear  weapons. 

"Mr.  President,  we  look  forward  to  friendly  and 
fruitful  talks.  We  come  here  not  in  the  posture  of 
asking  anything  for  ourselves;  rather,  that  in  asking 
what  between  us  we  can  do  to  speed  our  common 
purpose. 

"We  in  Great  Britain  know  that  our  influence  in 
the  world  depends  on  what  we  can  contribute  to 
that  common  purpose.  We  have  on  tap  reserves  of 
skill  and  craftsmanship  of  science  and  technology,  of 
talent  for  design  and  production  which,  when  en- 
couraged to  put  forth  their  full  power,  as  they  will 
be  encouraged,  will  delight  our  friends  and  surprise 
the  world. 

"As  parmers  with  the  United  States  in  war  and 
in  the  task  of  building  a  new  world  out  of  the 
ruins  of  the  war,  we  come  here  inspired  with  the 
experience  of  working  with  you. 

"In  the  changed  circumstances  of  the  sixties,  we 
seek  still  a  closer  relationship  based  on  common 
purposes  and  common  aims,  on  consideration  for  the 
interest  of  Great  Britain's  partners  within  the 
Commonwealth  and  of  our  allies  in  Europe  and 
elsewhere. 

"The  theme  of  these  talks,  as  I  conceive  them,  Mr. 
President,  whether  for  the  strength  of  our  alliance 
or  for  our  wider  approach  to  the  fight  for  a  con- 
structive peace  is  expressed  in  the  one  word  'inter- 
dependence'— truly  as  among  men  so  among  nations 
we  are  all  members  one  of  another,  and  this,  Mr. 
President,  is  how  we  approach  these  meetings. 
This,  I  believe,  is  the  way  in  which  the  world  would 
have  us  approach  them  for  what  is  at  stake  here  goes 
far  beyond  the  interests  of  our  two  countries.  What 
is  at  stake  is  the  contribution  that  we  can  make  to 
security  and  to  peace  for  mankind." 

In  his  opening  words  the  President  referred  to 
Secretary  of  State  Dean  Rusk. 


796    Toasts  of  the  President  and  Prime  Minister 
Harold  Wilson.    December  7,  1964 


Mr,    Prime    Minister    and    distinguished 
guests: 

Unaccustomed  as  I  am  to  public  speaking, 
since  November  3, 1  want  to  ask  your  indul- 
gence this  evening  in  order  that  I  may  pre- 
sent to  all  of  you  some  of  the  individuals 
that  I  want  you  to  know  and  whom  some 


of  you  may  already  know  but  all  of  whom 
have  played  or  are  playing  a  very  vital  part 
in  the  life  of  our  two  countries. 

First  of  all,  I  want  to  present  the  Foreign 
Secretary,  Mr.  Patrick  Gordon  Walker. 

The  Defence  Secretary,  Sir  Denis  Healey. 

An  old  friend.  Lord  Mountbatten. 
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Our  own  beloved  Chief  Justice  Warren. 

The  Vice  President-elect,  Mr.  Humphrey. 

The  next  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Relations  of  the  Senate — if  the  Re- 
publicans come  to  power — Mr.  Hicken- 
looper. 

Our  own  Secretary  of  State,  Dean  Rusk. 

Our  Secretary  of  Defense,  Bob  McNa- 
mara. 

Our  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  Mr.  Doug- 
las Dillon. 

One  of  the  great  leaders  of  our  time,  the 
former  Secretary  of  State,  Mr.  Dean  Ache- 
son. 

We  are  very  honored  and  very  privileged 
that  we  could  have  in  this  house  this  eve- 
ning three  men  who  over  a  long  period 
of  time  have  represented  with  great  distinc- 
tion our  country  in  the  United  Kingdom. 

First,  I  want  to  present  Mr.  Lewis  Doug- 
las, former  Ambassador  to  Great  Britain. 

Now,  Lew,  you  stand  up  a  little  longer. 
There  are  some  girls  down  here  who  didn't 
get  to  see  you. 

The  former  distinguished  Ambassador, 
and  my  friend,  Mr.  Jock  Whitney  of  New 
York. 

The  present  great  Ambassador,  Mr.  David 
Bruce. 

One  of  the  bright  lights  of  the  ambassa- 
dorial corps  and  one  of  our  great  friends, 
Lord  Harlech. 

So,  this  house  is  honored  tonight  by  the 
presence  of  a  most  welcome  and  a  most 
distinguished  visitor  and  his  party. 

This  is  one  of  many  talks  that  we  have  had 
and  are  going  to  have  in  the  future,  and  I 
trust  just  one  of  many  visits. 

Mr.  Prime  Minister,  I  want  you  to  know 
that  I  am  really  enjoying  them,  although 
sometimes  diplomatic  negotiations  recall 
Mark  Twain's  story  of  his  visit  to  a  friend  up 
in  New  Hampshire. 

Mark  Twain  was  walking  along  the  road 


and  he  asked  a  farmer,  "How  far  is  it  to 
Henderson's  place?" 

"About  a  mile  and  a  half,"  the  farmer 
answered. 

He  walked  awhile  longer  and  he  met 
another  farmer  and  he  asked  the  same  ques- 
tion, "How  far  is  it  to  Henderson's  place?" 
The  farmer  answered,  "About  a  mile  and  a 
half." 

Mark  Twain  walked  a  litde  farther  and 
he  met  a  third  farmer  and  he  again  asked, 
"How  far  is  it  to  Henderson's  place?" 
"About  a  mile  and  a  half,"  the  farmer  an- 
swered. 

"Well,"  said  Twain,  "Thank  God  I  am 
holding  my  own." 

For  the  information  of  my  own  constit- 
uency, I  would  like  to  observe  tonight  that  I 
am  not  sure  that  I  am  holding  my  own- 
after  today's  discussions. 

We  have  many  difl&cult  problems.  I  am 
sure  the  traditional  British  abiUty  to  find 
reasoned  solution  will   ultimately  prevail. 

During  World  War  II  the  British  Minister 
in  Algeria  was  called  upon  to  mediate  a 
dispute  between  British  and  American  ojffi- 
cers.  The  American  officers  wanted  drinks 
served  before  their  meals.  The  British 
wanted  their  drinks  served  after  their  meals. 
He  came  up  with  this  answer:  "In  deference 
to  the  British,"  he  said,  "we  will  all  drink 
after  meals  and  in  deference  to  the  Ameri- 
cans, we  will  all  drink  before  the  meal." 

This  kind  of  British  genius  has  solved  a 
great  many  problems. 

I  had  some  very  special  advice,  Mr.  Prime 
Minister,  just  a  few  minutes  before  you 
arrived.  My  wife  whispered  in  my  ear  as 
we  were  coming  out  to  greet  you  this  morn- 
ing. She  said,  "Dear,  this  is  Judgment  Day 
and  be  sure  you  use  plenty  of  it!" 

I  have  tried  to  follow  her  advice.  As  I 
sat  in  these  meetings  throughout  the  day,  I 
heard  in  my  mind  the  sound  of  an  ageless 
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phrase:  "There  will  always  be  an  England." 

As  I  listened  to  the  distinguished  Prime 
Minister  and  the  Foreign  Secretary  and  the 
Defense  Secretary,  I  think  I  heard,  also,  the 
voices  of  the  British  people — ^those  few,  those 
happy  few,  that  band  of  brothers  who  won 
freedom  for  that  island,  were  also  the  archi- 
tects of  a  way  of  life  that  today  is  measured 
in  freedom  and  in  hope  and  in  light. 

Scattered  out  among  3  billion  persons  in 
the  world,  the  British  love  liberty  and  they 
embrace  freedom  and  they  despise  bondage. 
Those  who  would  destroy  freedom  in  the 
world  will  always  find  the  British  people  un- 
daunted and  unafraid  and  undismayed  and 
ready  to  defend  that  freedom,  whatever  the 
cost  or  whatever  the  burden. 

All  of  us  can  remember  early  in  World 
War  II,  when  the  light  of  freedom  flickered 
and  for  a  time  almost  lost  its  flame.  Britain 
stood  there  at  the  bridge  like  Horatio  of  old, 
and  held  slavery  at  bay  until  the  world  be- 
yond the  ocean's  sea  could  awaken  and  could 
arm  and  could  join  them  in  the  fight. 

So,  on  this  night  of  the  anniversary  of 
Pearl  Harbor,  I  believe  that  whenever  lib- 
erty is  threatened,  whenever  the  choice  is 
between  freedom  and  slavery,  the  voice  of 
Parliament  will  be  heard  and  the  support  of 
the  British  will  be  ready,  ready  again  to  pre- 
serve and  to  protect  the  way  of  life  that  they 
love  and  they  have  taught  all  of  us  to  love. 

So,  when  the  role  of  honor  is  called  and 
the  stewards  of  freedom  are  acclaimed,  no 
people  will  have  a  contribution  as  large  or 
as  strong  or  as  persistent  as  this  Island  of 
Great  Britain. 

It  gives  us  much  pleasure  and  great  happi- 
ness to  have  the  distinguished  Prime  Minister 
and  his  party  here  with  us  this  evening. 
And  I  now  should  like  for  all  of  my  special 
friends  to  join  me  in  raising  our  glasses  to 
Her  Majesty,  the  Queen. 


note:  The  President  proposed  the  toast  at  a  dinner 
in  the  State  Dining  Room  at  the  White  House. 
Prime  Minister  Wilson  responded  as  follows: 
"Mr,  President,  Mrs.  Johnson,  Mr.  Vice  President- 
elect, Your  Excellencies,  Mr,  Chief  Justice,  my  Lord, 
ladies  and  gentlemen: 

* 'First,  Mr.  President,  may  I  on  behalf  of  all  my 
colleagues  here  tonight  and  all  your  English  guests 
express  our  very  warm  thanks  for  your  kind  hos- 
pitality to  us  not  only  tonight  but  throughout  the 
day. 

"I  feel  that  tonight's  dinner  here  in  your  home  is  a 
memory  we  shall  treasure  for  the  rest  of  our  lives. 
If  I  could  mention  just  one  thing  which  I  think  all 
of  us  will  remember,  it  was  the  pleasure  of  something 
I  have  not  met  before,  anyway  not  outside  of  Vienna, 
and  that  was  the  singing  violins  we  had  in  these  last 
few  minutes. 

*1  don't  say  that  we  can  produce  anything  in 
Britain  to  compare  with  this  though  when,  as  I 
hope  you  will,  Mr.  President,  come  to  Buckingham 
Palace  to  visit  London.  I  think  we  can  promise  you 
that  as  you  dine  there  you  will  suddenly  be  sur- 
prised by  the  arrival  of  some  of  Denis  Healey's  and 
Lord  Mountbatten's  Scots  Guards  or  it  might  be  the 
Watch  or  it  might  be  the  Gordon  Islanders  if  they 
have  not  amalgamated  themselves  out  of  existence 
now — suddenly  parading  around  and  playing  the 
bagpipes  in  your  ears  as  you  try  to  eat.  And  you 
thought  you  had  the  great  deterrent. 

"Mr.  President,  when  we  come  to  Washington 
especially,  we  all  know  we  are  among  friends.  All 
of  my  colleagues  have  been  here  many,  many  times 
before.  I  think  this  is  my  15th  visit.  My  first  visit 
was  during  the  war,  in  1943.  When  I  managed  to 
get  in — it  was  a  little  diflScult  to  travel  in  those 
days — by  posing  as  a  member  of  the  staff  of  Averell 
Harriman,  he  signed  a  certificate  saying  I  was  a 
member  of  his  staff.  I  was  at  that  time  secretary 
of  one  of  the  combined  boards.  Combined  Resources 
Board  and  Combined  Raw  Materials  Board,  and  my 
joint  secretary  at  that  time  was  one  of  your  Am- 
bassadors, Sam  Berger,  now  back  in  this  country. 
I  remember  my  luggage  on  that  occasion  was  con- 
signed in  care  of  Mr.  David  Dubinsky. 

"When  we  came  to  Washington — I  spent  some  4 
months  living  here  once  on  an  AFL  mission — ^we 
never  thought  we  would  get  that  report  out,  but  we 
did  anyhow.  When  we  come  here,  of  course,  we 
meet  so  many  old  friends. 

"In  the  talks  to  which  you  have  referred,  Mr. 
President,  we  have  observed  the  proper  protocol  and 
courtesies  and  address  one  another  by  our  proper 
names.  It  is  like  when  you  form  a  new  govern- 
ment, which  we  just  had  to  do.  In  our  cabinet 
procedure,  we  never  refer  to  anyone  by  their  name. 
It  is  always  the  First  Secretary  of  State,  the  Secretary 
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for  Defense,  and  with  other  new  boys  we  keep 
slipping,  calling  one  another  Jim,  Patrick,  Denis,  and 
the  rest,  and  I  must  say  we  have  had  the  same 
difficulties  today.  How  often  have  we  had  to  call 
ourselves  to  order  and  talk  about  the  Secretary  of 
State  and  the  Secretary  for  Defense  when  really  we 
have  been  biting  our  tongues  off  to  say  Dean  and  Bob 
and  Doug,  and  all  our  other  friends. 

"Tonight,  also,  it  has  been  a  great  pleasure  for  us 
all  to  see  former  Ambassadors  to  the  United  Kingdom 
whom  we  have  come  to  know  so  well,  and  if  you 
can  quote  Isaiah,  Mr.  President,  we  can  quote  a 
well-known  hymn,  'Those  angel  faces  smile  whom 
we  have  loved  and  long  since  lost,'  and  it  is  nice  to 
see  them  around  the  board  tonight. 

**I  suppose  I  can  claim  to  be  the  first  Prime  Min- 
ister of  Great  Britain  to  have  two  ex-members  of 
your  Government.  I  will  not  give  their  names.  I 
don't  want  them  to  become  the  target  of  any  more 
problems." 

[Interposing,  the  President  said,  ''Only  two?"] 

"Only  two,  Mr.  President,  and  suddenly  tonight 
in  looking  at  the  Secretary  of  State  I  realized  with 
horror  I  did  not  make  it  plain  that  we  formed  our 
government  in  somewhat  of  a  hurry  and  forgot  to 
count  in  a  number  of  directions,  and  it  was  only 
tonight  that  I  realized  that  we  have  more  Gaelic  men 
in  our  administration  than  you  have. 

"We  have  no  Texans,  Mr.  President — ^not  yet. 
But  in  trying  to  assimilate  our  problems  and  our 
achievements,  I  suppose  really  to  have  a  Yorkshire 
Prime  Minister  and  a  Yorkshire  Secretary  for  De- 
fense is  the  next  best  thing. 

"May  I  say  we  are  the  largest  state  in  our  Union 
and  we  have  no  Alaska. 

"Mr.  President,  it  is  very  difficult  to  define  a 
Yorkshireman,  but  if  you  think  of  a  Texan,  you 
understand  about  what  we  have  in  Yorkshire. 

"One  thing  you  and  I  have  in  common,  and  Vice 
President-elect  Humphrey,  we  have  all  recently  been 
through  the  furnace  of  a  democratic  election.  We 
hope  your  hand  will  soon  be  better. 

"It  may  be,  if  we  took  the  elections  as  seriously 
as  you,  we  would  have  had  a  majority  like  yourself. 
All  I  can  say  is  if  the  British  people  were  free  to 
express  their  votes  in  your  election,  your  majority 
would  have  been  even  better  than  it  was. 

"I  don't  think  it  is  appropriate  for  any  of  us  to 
try  and  rationalize  the  decision  and  the  decisiveness 
of  the  decision  that  the  American  people  have 
reached,  because  we  have  a  tradition  of  not  inter- 
fering in  one  another's  elections.  We  are  always 
neutral.  It  doesn't  mean  that  we  think  neutrally 
on  all  occasions,  but  it  would  be  wrong  for  me  to 
express  any  views  on  the  issues  of  policy,  whether 
at  home  or  abroad,  which  form  the  warp  and  woof 


of  this  great  election  in  your  country. 

"But  there  is  no  doubt  as  far  as  we  are  concerned 
that  this  great  victory  of  yours,  apart  from  those 
policy  issues,  was  attributed  first  to  the  quality  of 
leadership  that  your  people  saw  in  you,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, and  one  thing  I  can  say  even  if  it  involves 
an  element  of  policy — ^because  on  this  issue  it  in- 
volved more  than  just  American  significance — it  had 
a  world  significance. 

"Your  victory  was  the  tribute  of  the  United  States 
people  to  great  and  unrivaled  political  courage,  not 
only  in  the  United  States.  Even  in  Great  Britain 
now  we  are  finding  the  ugliness  and  evil  of  this 
problem  of  race  relations.  Our  Foreign  Secretary 
who  went  through  the  fire  on  this  knows  what  I 
mean.  The  world  has  watched  anxiously  how 
the  United  States,  faced  with  this  age-old  problem 
within  its  borders,  would  react  when  this  became 
an  issue,  as  it  inevitably  did,  in  a  democratic  election. 

"All  of  your  friends,  Mr.  President,  all  friends  of 
the  United  States,  are  proud  of  the  firm,  uncom- 
promising, and  courageous  way  in  which  this  issue 
was  tackled  over  these  past  few  years  by  your  prede- 
cessor and  by  yourself. 

"All  of  us  feel  that  in  the  great  fight  that  you  led, 
Mr.  President,  and  in  which  the  Vice  President-elect 
played  so  distinguished  a  part,  to  promote  this  legisla- 
tion on  civil  rights — and  I  am  not  saying  this  in 
any  spirit  of  trying  to  interfere  with  your  domestic 
politics  because  you  were  not  there  fighting  only  a 
domestic  battle;  you  were  fighting  a  world  battie — 
you  gave  heart,  you  gave  courage,  and  you  gave  en- 
couragement to  all  of  us  who  wanted  to  see  our 
friends  give  a  lead  to  the  world  in  an  issue  which, 
in  the  next  30  or  40  years,  in  the  remaining  years  of 
this  century,  mean  more  to  more  people  than  any  of 
the  issues,  even  of  the  nuclear  weapon  or  anything 
of  that  kind. 

"If  there  are  millions  whose  lives  are  dominated 
by  the  thought  of  nuclear  weapons,  even  of  war 
and  peace  itself,  there  are  still  more  millions  to 
whom  the  question  of  race  and  of  color  are  sig- 
nificant and  more  significant  in  their  lives  than  per- 
haps any  of  the  issues  that  we  in  our  little  northern 
world  think  is  so  important.  That  is  why,  Mr. 
President,  all  of  us  owe  this  deep  debt  of  tribute  to 
you  and  your  colleagues  for  the  leadership  you  have 
shown  in  this  great  issue. 

"You  referred  to  our  discussions.  I  think  all  of 
us  approach  these  problems  that  we  are  discussing 
today  in  a  spirit  of  partnership,  of  interdependence, 
a  phrase  which  you  and  President  Kennedy,  Mr. 
President,  have  said  represent  the  answer  to  the 
problems  that  we  are  facing. 

"Sometimes  our  partnership  is  too  easily  taken 
for  granted.  We  regard  it  as  so  automatic  that 
sometimes  there  are  others  who  feel  that  it  means 
less  to  us  than  we  know  in  our  hearts  that  it  does 
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mean  to  us.  That  partnership  was  created  by  our 
common  heritage.  In  the  presence  of  the  Chief 
Justice  whom  we  look  forward  to  welcoming  to 
Great  Britain  next  year — it  is  a  matter  of  equal  ex- 
citement for  you  as  well  as  for  us  that  we  shall  be 
celebrating  next  year  the  750th  anniversary  of  the 
Magna  Carta,  and  the  Chief  Justice  is  coming  to 
make  one  of  the  major  speeches  on  that  occasion. 

"We  shall  also  be  celebrating  the  700th  anniver- 
sary of  Simon  de  Montfort's  parliament.  Wrapped 
a  little  bit  in  security,  I  think  he  was  a  rebel  against 
the  throne  when  he  actually  called  that  parliament, 
but  we  have  had  more  respectable  ones  since  that 
time. 

"But  our  close  relationship  has  developed  over  the 
years,  in  this  room  presided  over  by  the  portrait 
of  Abraham  Lincoln.  It  is  no  secret  that  Carl 
Sandburg's  'Life  of  Lincoln'  is  my  favorite  reading, 
and  I  have  read  it  more  times  than  I  would  like  to 
recall. 

"I  think  the  links  between  our  countries  were 
closer  and  perhaps  more  expressive  than  at  any  time 
before  when  the  working  people  of  Lancashire,  facing 
starvation,  facing  misery,  hunger,  and  poverty  as 
a  result  of  the  denial  to  them  of  raw  cotton,  which 
was  the  basis  of  their  livelihood — ^what  we  now  call 
the  fashionable  establishment  in  London,  including 
the  Times  and  including  a  lot  of  other  people  who 
should  have  been  ashamed  of  themselves,  were  work- 
ing hard  in  support  of  the  southern  cause — ^when 
the  working  people  of  Lancashire  passed  a  resolu- 
tion supporting  Abraham  Lincoln  and  all  he  stood 
for  even  though  they  looked  like  they  were  starving. 
And  the  message  he  sent  to  the  working  people 
of  Manchester  on  that  occasion  is  one  of  the  most 
moving  messages  in  our  joint  venture  and  joint 
history. 

"Our  partnership  was  forged  further  in  war. 

"Last  Monday  I  had  the  pleasure  of  going  to  visit 
Winston  Churchill  on  his  90th  birthday.  As  long 
as  Winston's  memory  and  Winston's  writings, 
whether  *War  Memoirs'  or  his  great  'History  of  the 
English-Speaking  Peoples,'  because  he  never  asked, 
in  his  sense  of  history,  disentanglement  of  your  tradi- 
tion from  ours — as  long  as  these  survive,  our  part- 
nership will  be  maintained. 

"The  problems  we  face,  Mr.  President,  in  these 
discussions — ^and  we  have  all  said  this  is  the  be- 
ginning of  a  series  of  discussions — are  problems  that 
we  know  we  are  going  to  be  able  to  solve  because  of 
our  common  purpose  in  solving  them. 


"We  have  our  differences.  There  are  always  dif- 
ferences between  friends.  We  are  good  enough 
friends  to  speak  frankly  to  one  another,  but  there 
will  never  be  anything  peevish  or  spiteful.  If  we 
ever  have  differences,  we  will  look  you  straight  in 
the  eye — and  we  will  expect  you  to  look  us  straight 
in  the  eye — and  say  what  you  would  expect  we  can 
do  as  friends  and  only  what  we  can  do  as  friends. 

"We  hear  arguments.  I  have  heard  this  often 
enough  about  whether  there  is  a  special  relationship 
between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain.  Some 
of  those  who  talk  of  the  special  relationship,  I  think, 
are  looking  backwards  and  not  looking  forward. 
They  talk  about  the  nostalgia  of  our  imperial  age. 
We  regard  our  relation  with  you  not  as  a  special 
relationship  but  as  a  close  relationship,  governed 
by  the  only  things  that  matter  and  that  is  a  unity 
of  purpose  and  that  is  the  unity  of  objective.  We 
don't  come  to  you  at  any  time  on  the  basis  of  our 
past  grandeur  or  of  any  faded  thoughts  of  what  that 
grandeur  was.  I  think  it  was  Charles  Lamb,  whom 
you,  Mr.  President,  quoted  in  a  different  context 
today,  who  once  said,  'There  is  nothing  so  irrelevant 
in  nature  as  a  poor  relation.' 

"We  have,  and  we  always  shall  have,  a  close  re- 
lationship, because  we  agree  about  the  same  things 
and  we  are  going  to  work  together  with  our  own 
distinctive  and  unique  contributions  to  achieve  those 
things. 

"In  that  spirit,  Mr.  President,  may  I  ask  all  my 
fellow  guests  of  yours  to  rise  and  drink  to  the  health 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States  and  Mrs. 
Johnson." 

Early  in  his  remarks  the  President  referred  to 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  Patrick  Gordon 
Walker,  Secretary  of  State  for  Defence  Sir  Denis 
Healey,  Admiral  of  the  Fleet  the  Lord  Mountbatten, 
all  of  Great  Britain,  Chief  Justice  of  the  United  States 
Earl  Warren,  Vice  President-elect  Hubert  H. 
Humphrey,  Senator  Bourke  B.  Hickenlooper  of  Iowa, 
Secretary  of  State  Dean  Rusk,  Secretary  of  Defense 
Robert  S.  McNamara,  and  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
C.  Douglas  Dillon.  He  also  referred  to  Dean 
Acheson,  former  Secretary  of  State,  Lewis  W. 
Douglas  and  John  Hay  (Jock)  Whitney,  both  former 
United  States  Ambassadors  to  Great  Britain,  David 
K.  E.  Bruce,  United  States  Ambassador  to  Great 
Britain,  and  Lord  Harlech,  Ambassador  to  the  United 
States  from  Great  Britain. 
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797    Joint  Statement  Following  Discussions  With  the  Prime 
Minister  of  Great  Britain.    December  8,  1964 


THE  PRESIDENT  of  the  United  States 
and  the  Prime  Minister  of  the  United  King- 
dom met  in  Washington  7th  December  to 
9th  December.  They  were  assisted  by  Secre- 
tary of  State  Rusk,  Secretary  of  Defense  Mc- 
Namara  and  Under  Secretary  of  State  Ball 
and  by  the  Foreign  Secretary,  Mr.  Gordon 
Walker  and  the  Secretary  of  State  for  De- 
fence, Mr.  Healey. 

In  the  course  of  a  wide  ranging  exchange 
of  views,  the  President  and  the  Prime  Minis- 
ter reviewed  the  current  international  situa- 
tion in  light  of  the  responsibilities  which 
their  countries  carry  for  maintaining,  to- 
gether with  their  allies  and  friends,  peace 
and  stability  throughout  the  world.  They 
reaffirmed  their  determination  to  support  the 
peacekeeping  operations  of  the  United 
Nations  and  to  do  all  in  their  power  to 
strengthen  the  systems  of  regional  alliance 
in  Europe,  the  Middle  East  and  the  Far  East 
to  which  they  both  contribute. 

They  recognized  the  importance  of 
strengthening  the  unity  of  the  Atlantic  Al- 
liance in  its  strategic  nuclear  defense.  They 
discussed  existing  proposals  for  this  purpose 
and  an  outline  of  some  new  proposals  pre- 
sented by  the  British  Government.  They 
agreed  that  the  objective  in  this  field  is  to 
cooperate  in  finding  the  arrangements  which 
best  meet  the  legitimate  interests  of  all  mem- 
bers of  the  Alliance,  while  maintaining  exist- 
ing safeguards  on  the  use  of  nuclear  weapons, 
and  preventing  their  further  proliferation. 
A  number  of  elements  of  this  problem  were 
considered  during  this  initial  exchange  of 
views  as  a  preliminary  to  further  discussions 
among  interested  members  of  the  Alliance. 

They  also  agreed  on  the  urgency  of  a 
world-wide  effort  to  promote  the  non-dis- 
semination and  non-acquisition  of  nuclear 


weapons,  and  of  continuing  Western  initia- 
tives towards  arms  control  and  disarma- 
ment. They  recognized  the  increasing  need 
for  initiatives  of  this  kind  in  light  of  the 
recent  detonation  of  a  Chinese  nuclear 
device. 

The  President  and  the  Prime  Minister  re- 
affirmed their  determination  to  continue  to 
contribute  to  the  maintenance  of  peace  and 
stability  in  the  Middle  East  and  the  Far  East. 
In  this  connection  they  recognized  the  par- 
ticular importance  of  the  military  effort 
which  both  their  countries  are  making  in 
support  of  legitimate  Governments  in  South 
East  Asia,  particularly  in  Malaysia  and  South 
Vietnam,  which  seek  to  maintain  their  in- 
dependence and  to  resist  subversion. 

They  recognized  also  that  a  nation's  de- 
fense policy  must  be  based  on  a  sound  econ- 
omy. The  President  and  the  Prime  Minis- 
ter, while  determined  that  their  countries 
should  continue  to  play  their  full  parts  in 
the  world-wide  peacekeeping  effort,  affirmed 
their  conviction  that  the  burden  of  defense 
should  be  shared  more  equitably  among  the 
countries  of  the  free  world. 

They  agreed  also  on  the  need  for  improve- 
ment in  the  balance  of  payments  and  in  the 
productivity  and  competitive  position  of  both 
their  economies  in  order  to  ensure  the  under- 
lying economic  strength  which  is  essential 
for  fulfilling  their  heavy  international  re- 
sponsibilities. In  this  connection  they  ar- 
ranged to  explore  in  detail  the  possibilities  of 
closer  cooperation  between  their  two  coun- 
tries in  defense  research  and  development 
and  in  weapons  production. 

The  President  and  the  Prime  Minister  re- 
affirmed their  belief  in  the  importance  of 
close  allied  cooperation  in  international  af- 
fairs.   They  agreed  that  this  meeting  was 
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only  the  first  stage  in  their  consultation  in 
which  the  matters  that  they  had  discussed 
would  need  to  be  examined  in  greater  detail. 
They  looked  forward,  too,  to  continuing  dis- 
cussions at  all  levels  both  within  the  Alliance 


and  in  wider  international  negotiations  in 
pursuit  of  nuclear  and  conventional  disarma- 
ment and  all  measures  to  reduce  world 
tension. 


798    Remarks  Upon  Receiving  Report  of  the  President's  Commission 
on  Heart  Disease,  Cancer  and  Stroke.    December  9,  1964 


Dr,  DeBa\ey,  ladies  and  gentlemen: 

A  day  here  in  the  White  House  can  take 
on  many  different  tones.  Today  is  a  day  of 
electric  possibilities. 

Year  after  year  the  health  of  the  American 
people  is  threatened  by  three  relentless 
enemies:  heart  disease,  cancer,  and  stroke. 
Together,  these  three  diseases  are  responsible 
for  seven  in  every  ten  deaths. 

Nine  months  ago  your  President  named 
this  Commission  on  Heart  Disease,  Cancer 
and  Stroke.  The  instructions  to  this  Com- 
mission were  quite  demanding:  find  out, 
with  rigorous  precision,  just  what  the  situa- 
tion is.  Tell  us,  with  candor  and  imagina- 
tion, just  what  we  can  do  to  improve  it  and 
to  improve  it  rapidly. 

Today,  it  is  a  very  high  honor  and  great 
privilege  to  receive  the  results  of  your  study. 

Dr.  DeBakey  has  been  kind  enough  to 
review  it  briefly  with  me  in  my  office  before 
I  came  here  to  the  Cabinet  Room. 

On  behalf  of  all  of  the  American  people,  I 
want  to  express  a  deep  sense  of  appreciation 
to  the  members  of  the  Commission  and  par- 
ticularly to  the  members  of  the  Commission's 
staff.  You  have  performed  what  I  consider 
is  a  critically  important  public  service  and 
you  have  done  it  superbly. 

Today,  I  call  upon  all  our  people — our 
doctors  and  our  laymen,  our  citizens  in  and 
out  of  the  Government,  our  people  organized 
on  the  Federal,  State,  and  local  levels — yes, 
even  the  members  of  the  press  who  are  here 


this  morning— to  ponder  the  materials  that 
we  have  had  presented  to  us  and  to  consider 
with  a  full  sense  of  urgency  the  recommenda- 
tions that  this  distinguished  group  of  Ameri- 
cans has  made. 

Above  all,  I  urge  the  American  people  to 
heed  the  conclusions  of  this  Commission. 
Speaking  from  your  great  knowledge,  you 
Commission  members  tell  us  the  profoundly 
stirring  fact:  we  stand  at  the  threshold  of  a 
historic  breakthrough.  Heart  disease,  can- 
cer, and  stroke  can  be  conquered — not  in  a 
millennium,  not  in  a  century,  but  in  the  next 
few  onrushing  decades. 

If  I  remember  correcdy,  Dr.  DeBakey  told 
me  that  these  diseases  cost  us  now  $30  bil- 
lion, and  he  also  told  me  that  he  even  thought 
during  my  lifetime  that  the  progress  we 
make  would  be  startling  and  staggering  and 
highly  satisfactory. 

During  the  recent  decade,  we  Americans 
have  found  our  way  to  many  striking  areas 
of  agreement  in  public  affairs.  But  a  con- 
sensus can  produce  varied  results.  Con- 
sensus can  become  a  comfortable  cushion  on 
which  a  nation  simply  goes  to  sleep.  Con- 
sensus can  also  be  an  active,  dynamic,  rolling 
credo.  Consensus  can  be  a  springboard,  pro- 
viding a  takeoff  for  resolute  action  toward 
generally  agreed  upon  goals. 

So,  I  want  to  compliment  and  I  want  to 
congratulate  you  ladies  and  gentlemen  who 
have  rendered  this  faithful  service  to  your 
country.    I  want  to  thank  you  for  your  dedi- 
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cated  labors  and  thank  you  for  summoning 
us  to  put  the  American  consensus  to  work 
in  the  most  basic  of  all  efforts — the  preserva- 
tion of  life  itself. 

In  the  days  ahead,  we  are  going  to  ask 
the  Congress  and  we  are  going  to  ask  the 
country  to  lend  us  a  hand  in  helping  us  to 
fight  the  ancient  enemies  of  mankind — dis- 
ease, poverty,  and  ignorance. 

We  are  going  to  try  to  make  education 
available  to  more  of  our  people  and  have 
a  better  educational  system  in  this  country. 

We  are  going  to  try  to  extend  a  helping 
hand  to  those  whose  economic  lot  has  not 
been  as  good  as  our  own  and  try  to  improve 
conditions  where  we  will  minimize  poverty 
in  this  country. 

We  are  going  to  not  just  establish  a  Com- 
mission on  Heart  Disease,  Cancer  and  Stroke 
to  recommend  steps  to  reduce  the  incidence 
of  these  diseases;  we  are  going  to  reduce 
them. 

Two  months  after  I  spoke  to  the  Congress, 
in  February  1964,  the  Commission  first  con- 
vened here  at  the  White  House.  I  observed 
in  the  introductory  statement  on  the  first 
page  of  this  report  the  President  said  at  that 
time:  "Unless  we  can  do  better,  two-thirds  of 
all  Americans  now  living  will  suffer  or  will 


die  from  cancer,  from  heart  disease,  or 
stroke" — ^two-thirds  of  all  Americans.  "I 
expect  you  to  do  something  about  it."  We 
said  that  to  the  Commission  on  that  day. 

They  have  done  something  about  it,  and 
with  these  guideposts  and  with  these  goals, 
we  will  begin  this  year  in  the  Congress  and 
in  the  country  to  make  a  concerted  drive  on 
these  three  enemies  to  the  health  of  two- 
thirds  of  all  Americans. 

I  am  so  proud  that  the  men  and  women 
who  represent  the  great  in  our  country  were 
willing  to  give  their  time,  their  talent,  and 
their  money  to  this  effort,  and  I  know  that  in 
their  lifetime  great  satisfaction  will  come  to 
each  of  them  for  knowing  in  their  heart  that 
they  have  saved  millions  of  lives. 

Thank  you  very  much. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  1:13  p.m.  in  the  Cabi- 
net Room  at  the  White  House.  His  opening  words 
referred  to  Dr.  Michael  E.  DeBakey,  Chairman  of 
the  President's  Commission  on  Heart  Disease,  Can- 
cer and  Stroke.  The  establishment  of  the  Commis- 
sion and  the  membership  was  announced  by  the 
President  at  his  news  conference  of  March  9  (see 
Item  211  [6]). 

The  Commission's  report,  entitled  "A  National 
Program  To  Conquer  Heart  Disease,  Cancer  and 
Stroke,"  is  dated  December  1964  (Government 
Printing  Oflfice,  114  pp.). 


799    Remarks  at  a  Reception  for  the  New  Democrats 
in  Congress.    December  9,  1964 


I  AM  PROUD  to  w^elcome  you  tonight  to 
your  house — the  house  of  all  the  people. 

You  are  welcome  here,  not  as  partisans 
but — always  and  only — as  Americans.  I 
confess,  however,  that  it  is  gratifying  that 
the  American  people,  in  their  wisdom,  have 
chosen  to  send  to  the  Congress  so  many  able, 
outstanding,  forward-looking  Americans 
who  happen  also  to  be  Democrats. 

You  have  had  a  busy  day.    I  am  sure  you 


are  ready  now  to  relax  and  enjoy  your  eve- 
ning. But  I  must  inform  you  now  that  is 
not  the  purpose  of  this  meeting. 

When  the  cherry  blossoms  are  in  bloom, 
we  hope  to  have  you  and  your  wives  here 
with  us  for  a  sociable  evening.  Tonight, 
however,  we  have  planned  a  working  ses- 
sion— ^because  you  and  I  and  all  of  us  are 
here  to  work,  to  work  for  190  million  Amer- 
ican people  and  free  men  everywhere. 
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In  coming  to  Washington,  as  you  are  now, 
you  are  tracing  steps  I  myself  once  walked — 
as  a  27-year-old  new  Member  of  the  House. 
From  that  experience,  under  President 
Franklin  Roosevelt,  I  acquired  a  lasting  in- 
sight into  the  great  importance  and  value  of 
close  associations  and  understandings  be- 
tween the  newest  Members  of  the  House  and 
their  President. 

I  am  hopeful  that  from  this  night  forward 
many  strong  and  warm  friendships  will 
grow  between  us — that  we  here  at  the  White 
House  and  in  the  executive  branch  will  be 
able  to  help  you  in  an  understanding  way — 
and  that  you  might  be  of  some  understand- 
ing help  to  us,  from  time  to  time. 

Will  Rogers  once  made  a  very  wise  ob- 
servation. He  said:  "We  are  a  funny  peo- 
ple. We  elect  our  Presidents,  be  they  Re- 
publican or  Democrat,  and  then  go  home 
and  start  daring  'em  to  make  good." 

That  has  been  true  in  the  past.  I  hope 
that  is  less  true  now.  I  believe  all  of  us — 
whether  public  servants  or  private  citizens — 
recognize  that  we  are  all  on  the  same  team 
together,  that  the  issue  of  our  times  is  not 
what  a  President  accomplishes  but  whether 
America  succeeds  or  fails. 

Today  our  system,  our  society — and  our 
Government,  of  which  you  are  soon  to  be 
part — stand  as  the  most  successful  in  the 
history  of  man. 

Our  task — ^yours  and  mine — is  to  assure 
the  continuation  of  that  success,  for  all  times 
to  come. 

This  is  no  small  challenge.  Small  men 
with  small  horizons  could  never  be  adequate 
to  that  challenge.  For  the  times  we  are  en- 
tering require  of  us  all  a  largeness  of  vision, 
a  largeness  of  spirit,  a  largeness  of  goals  and 
aims  that  have  not  been  required  since  the 
first  Americans. 

On  January  20th,  when  I  shall  be  privi- 
leged to  take  the  oath  of  this  office,  we  will 


be  closer  to  the  year  2000  than  to  the  year 
1929.  Through  most  of  my  career — and 
through  most  of  your  adult  Hves — the  thrust 
of  our  public  policies  and  attitudes  has  been 
dominated  by  memory  of  the  stock  market 
crash,  the  great  depression,  and  the  events 
of  the  1930's  that  led  back  to  recovery. 

In  the  next  session  of  the  next  Congress, 
I  believe  our  thrust  and  emphasis  must 
change — and  will  change.  We  must  begin 
to  think  about  the  future — about  the  year 
2000 — about  the  foundations  we  must  put 
in  place  for  a  larger,  more  complex,  more 
challenging  America  for  our  children  and 
our  children's  children. 

Your  first  Congress  will  be  an  historic 
Congress. 

You — as  much  as  any  legislators  since  this 
Republic  began — will  be  part  of  vital  history 
for  this  land. 

As  Woodrow  Wilson  said,  in  his  first 
inaugural,  we  shall  not  be  writing  on  a  clean 
sheet  of  paper.  We  have  trusts  to  keep. 
We  have  obligations  to  honor.  We  have 
continuity  to  preserve.  But,  at  the  same 
time,  we  cannot  fulfill  our  trust  merely  as 
trustees  and  executors  of  decisions  made 
before  by  other  Americans  in  other  times. 

We  shall  need  to  be — as  Americans  have 
always  been — prudent  and  practical  in  what 
we  undertake.  But  we  shall  also  need  those 
qualities  always  so  much  a  part  of  American 
success — the  qualities  of  courage,  adventure, 
confidence,  and  a  willingness  to  explore  new 
domains. 

For  we  shall  not  always  be  able  to  walk 
along  marked  trails  or  follow  guideposts 
others  have  put  in  place  for  us.  In  a  new 
day  of  new  dimensions  and  new  opportuni- 
ties, we  shall  need  to  be  trailblazers  and 
pioneers — in  the  oldest  and  finest  of  our 
society's  traditions. 

I  welcome  this  opportunity  to  work  with 
you  in  this  historic  period.    I  hope  this  will 
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be  the  first  of  many  useful,  profitable,  and 
friendly  meetings  we  shall  have  together — 
and  that  the  separation  of  powers  under  our 
Constitution  will  not  apply  to  our  personal 
relations  and  understandings. 

If  I  may  quote  him  again,  Will  Rogers  also 
said  that  "A  Democrat  never  adjourns — he  is 
born,  becomes  of  voting  age  and  starts  right 
in  arguing  over  something,  and  his  political 
adjournment  is  his  date  with  the  under- 
taker." 

So  I  don't  want  to  adjourn  this  meeting  of 
Democrats,  but  before  I  conclude,  let  me  re- 
peat for  you  a  viewpoint  which  I  think  is  a 
classic  in  the  history  of  the  House  you  are 
soon  to  enter. 

More  than  50  years  ago,  on  May  6,  19 13,  a 
new  Congressman  from  the  State  of  Texas 
stood  in  the  well  of  the  House  and  spoke  for 
the  first  time.  The  journal  of  that  day  re- 
cords his  words  as  follows:  "It  is  now  my 
sole  purpose  here  to  help  enact  such  wise  and 
just  laws  that  our  common  country  will  by 


virtue  of  these  laws  be  a  happier  and  a  more 
prosperous  country.  I  have  always  dreamed 
of  a  country  which  I  believe  this  should  be 
and  will  be,  and  that  is  one  in  which  the  citi- 
zenship is  an  educated  and  patriotic  people, 
not  swayed  by  passion  and  prejudice,  and  a 
country  that  knows  no  East,  no  West,  no 
North,  no  South,  but  inhabited  by  a  people 
liberty-loving,  patriotic,  happy  and  pros- 
perous; with  its  lawmakers  having  no 
other  purpose  than  to  write  such  just  laws  as 
shall  in  the  years  to  come  be  of  service  to 
humankind  yet  unborn." 

That  philosophy  served  that  Member 
well — and  served  this  country  greatly.  For 
the  man  who  spoke  those  words  was  the  man 
who  meant  so  much  to  me,  to  Speaker  Mc- 
Cormack,  to  John  Kennedy,  and  to  many 
generations  of  American  leaders.  That  man 
was  the  gentleman  from  Bonham,  Tex. — the 
late  beloved  Speaker  Sam  Rayburn. 

note:  The  President  spoke  early  in  the  evening  in 
the  East  Room  at  the  White  House. 


800    Remarks  at  the  National  Urban  League's  Community 
Action  Assembly.    December  lo,  1964 


My  longtime  friend,  Whitney  Young,  ladies 
and  gentlemen: 

It  is  more  than  loo  years  since  Abraham 
Lincoln  charged  the  living  to  dedicate  them- 
selves to  the  unfinished  work  of  the  dead  at 
Gettysburg. 

Even  Lincoln,  v^ith  his  deep  sense  of  man's 
imperfections,  could  not  know  that  a  cen- 
tury later  we  would  still  be  striving  to  abolish 
racial  injustice. 

No  task  is  more  deeply  rooted  in  the  com- 
plexities of  American  life.  Poverty  and  tra- 
dition, fear  and  ignorance,  the  structure  of 
our  society  and  the  workings  of  our  economy, 
all  converge  on  this  enormous  wrong  which 
has  troubled  the  American  conscience  from 


the  beginning.  Its  just  solution  is  essential, 
not  only  to  give  the  full  blessings  of  freedom 
to  Negroes,  but  to  liberate  all  of  us. 

There  are  those  who  say:  It  has  taken  us 
a  century  to  move  this  far.  It  will  take  an- 
other hundred  years  to  finish  the  job. 

Well,  I  am  here  to  say  to  you  tonight  that 
I  do  not  agree. 

Great  social  change  tends  to  come  rapidly 
in  periods  of  intense  activity  and  progress 
before  the  impulse  slows.  I  believe  we  are 
in  the  midst  of  such  a  period  of  change. 

So,  it  is  our  task  to  carry  forward  nothing 
less  than  the  full  assimilation  of  more  than 
20  million  Negroes  into  American  life.  This 
is  not  to  be  an  assimilation  of  bland  con- 
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formity.  Our  object  is  not  to  make  all  people 
alike.  It  is,  as  it  has  always  been,  to  allow 
ready  access  to  every  blessing  of  liberty,  while 
permitting  each  to  keep  his  sense  of  identity 
with  a  culture  and  tradition.  In  this  way 
we  enlarge  our  freedom  and  we  enrich  our 
Nation. 

We  have  just  passed  a  milestone  in  this 
task. 

The  Civil  Rights  Act  of  1964  extends  the 
protection  of  the  law  to  many  of  the  de- 
mands of  justice. 

This  act,  of  course,  is  not  the  whole  an- 
swer. But  tonight  I  ask  each  of  you  to 
think  for  a  moment  what  an  enormous  set- 
back the  failure  to  pass  it  would  have  been. 

When  I  picked  up  after  our  beloved  leader 
had  been  taken  from  us,  I  did  not  know 
and  few  in  my  vicinity  knew  that  we  would 
ever  get  as  far  as  we  have. 

Now,  your  Government  must  and  will 
move  rapidly  to  carry  out  this  legislation.  I 
have  come  here  tonight  to  tell  you  and  I 
expect  you  to  tell  those  that  you  counsel 
with  and  those  you  lead  that  we  intend  to 
give  new  vigor  to  our  many  activities  in  the 
field  of  equal  opportunity. 

The  Congress,  in  title  VI  of  the  Civil 
Rights  Act,  established  the  principle  that 
race  or  color  can  be  no  criteria  for  partici- 
pation in  Federal  programs. 

Last  week  I  approved  the  first  set  of  regu- 
lations to  implement  that  principle.  Those 
regulations  are  designed  to  provide  a  just 
and  prompt  and  reasoned  resolution  of  all 
disputes.  Our  first  objective  will  always 
be  to  assure  nondiscriminatory  operation 
rather  than  to  put  an  end  to  programs  which 
are  vital  to  the  welfare  of  all  Americans. 

The  widespread  voluntary  support,  in  all 
parts  of  the  country,  of  the  public  accommo- 
dation title  is  proof  of  the  educational  value 
of  law,  and  the  great  reservoir  of  good  will 
among  Americans.    I  believe  this  title,  too, 


will  find  wide  acceptance.  It  is  simple  jus- 
tice that  all  should  share  in  programs  that 
are  financed  by  all  and  that  are  directed  by 
the  Government  of  all  the  people. 

Within  your  Government  there  are  many 
programs  dedicated  to  the  goal  of  equal 
opportunity.  They  range  from  the  Civil 
Rights  Division  of  the  Justice  Department, 
the  Civil  Rights  Commission  and  the  Presi- 
dent's Committee  on  Equal  Opportunity  in 
Housing  to  the  Community  Relations  Serv- 
ice, the  President's  Committee  on  Equal 
Opportunity  in  Employment,  and  the  soon 
to  be  created  Equal  Employment  Oppor- 
tunity Commission. 

Each  of  these  groups  has  a  distinct  and  a 
very  important  mission.  Those  now  in 
existence  have  done  a  difficult  task  in  an 
impressive  way. 

But  really  they  all  aim  toward  the  same 
general  objective.  And  really  they  must 
pursue  that  objective  through  cooperation 
among  themselves  and  with  private  groups 
such  as  the  distinguished  members  of  this 
organization  who  have  helped  us  so  much 
for  so  long.  With  so  many  groups  in  a 
single  field,  there  is  always  the  danger  of 
duplication,  overlap,  or  unnecessary  delay. 
As  long  as  I  am  your  President,  I  want  the 
Government  of  all  of  the  people  to  speak 
with  a  single  voice  on  this  single  ques- 
tion. 

Therefore,  I  am  delighted  to  tell  you 
tonight  that  I  have  asked  Vice  President- 
elect Hubert  Humphrey,  and  he  has  agreed, 
to  assume  the  responsibility  for  working 
with  all  of  these  groups,  assisting  in  coordi- 
nation of  their  efforts,  and  helping  them  to 
build  toward  an  energetic  pursuit  of  equal 
opportunity  for  all  people  in  this  Nation. 

These  are  some  of  the  steps  that  we  are 
taking,  and  there  are  going  to  be  a  good 
many  more.  For,  as  the  problem  of  civil 
rights  has  grown  in  urgency,  it  has  also 
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grown  in  complexity.  We  must  open  the 
doors  of  opportunity.  We  must  equip  our 
people  to  walk  through  those  doors.  Thus, 
programs  to  eliminate  poverty,  to  improve 
education,  to  provide  housing  by  enlarging 
the  opportunities  of  all  Americans  assure 
new  opportunities  for  Negro  Americans. 

There  are  those  who  predict  that  the  strug- 
gle for  full  equality  in  America  will  be 
marked  by  violence  and  hate;  that  it  will  tear 
at  the  fabric  of  our  society. 

Well,  for  myself,  I  cannot  claim  to  see  so 
clearly  into  that  future.    I  just  do  not  agree. 

I  know  that  racial  feelings  flow  from  many 
deep  and  resistant  sources  in  our  history,  in 
the  pattern  of  our  lives,  and  in  the  nature  of 
man. 

But  I  believe  there  are  other  forces  that  are 
stronger  because  they  are  armed  with  truth 
which  will  bring  us  toward  our  goal  in  peace. 

These  are  our  commitments  to  morality 
and  to  justice  which  are  written  in  our  laws 
and,  more  importantly,  nourished  in  the 
hearts  of  our  people. 

These  commitments  carried  forward  by 
men  of  good  will  in  every  part  of  this  land 
will  lead  this  Nation  toward  the  great  and 
necessary  fulfillment  of  American  freedom. 

In  this  way  our  peoples  will  once  again 
prove  equal  to  the  ideals  and  the  values  on 
which  this  our  beloved  Nation  rests. 

This  has  been  a  long  and  somewhat  exact- 
ing week.  We  have  met  and  heard  the  prob- 
lems of  the  Prime  Minister  of  Malawi. 

We  have  met  and  visited  at  some  length 
with  the  Prime  Minister  of  Great  Britain,  the 
United  Kingdom. 

We  have  met  and  discussed  the  problems 
of  free  men  in  southeast  Asia. 

We  have  reviewed  the  lot  of  the  people 
on  the  continent  of  Africa,  and  particularly 
the  Congo. 

But  in  each  and  every  one  of  these  studies, 
we  have  tried  to  put  the  interest  of  the  indi- 


vidual and  the  dignity  of  the  person  first 
and  foremost  in  our  minds. 

In  a  doubtful  period  in  1957,  85  years  since 
the  Congress  acted  on  the  subject  of  civil 
rights  and  protecting  the  constitutional 
rights  of  all  of  our  people,  I  sat  down  with 
the  leaders  of  the  Urban  League,  and  with 
their  guidance  and  with  their  help  and  with 
their  support,  for  the  first  time  in  85  years, 
we  passed  the  first  Civil  Rights  Act  through 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States. 

That  was  a  small  step  forward.  We  were 
just  learning  to  walk,  but  by  i960  it  was  pos- 
sible for  us  to  implement  that  statute  and  to 
contribute  some  constructive  improvements. 

Then,  a  new  administration  came  to  power 
in  1 96 1  and  at  the  end  of  4  years  we  had 
passed  the  most  comprehensive  legislation — 
and  signed  it — ever  to  be  put  on  our  statute 
books  in  this  field. 

Now,  the  lights  are  still  on  in  the  White 
House  tonight — ^preparing  programs  that 
will  keep  our  country  up  with  the  times,  and 
it  will  keep  our  feet  on  the  ground. 

We  have  a  Great  Society.  We  do  not 
have  to  begin  one;  we  just  have  to  keep  it, 
retain  it,  improve  it,  and  develop  it. 

We  know  that  the  education  of  our  citi- 
zens, the  employment  of  our  people,  the 
health  of  their  bodies,  the  freedom  they  en- 
joy, the  security  that  is  theirs  are  all  upper- 
most in  the  minds  of  those  charged  with  the 
responsibility  of  leadership. 

I  would  not  be  human  if  I  did  not  say 
that  under  your  leadership  and  the  leader- 
ship of  other  conscious,  concerned  people  in 
this  country,  you  have  placed  upon  me  a  ter- 
rifying responsibility  and  an  obligation  that 
it  will  be  my  determination  to  deserve  every 
waking  moment  of  my  term  of  office. 

Your  faith  in  the  future  of  your  land  and 
the  future  of  the  leadership  that  has  been 
chosen  has  already  been  expressed,  but  I 
wanted  at  the  end  of  a  long  day  to  come  here 
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and  tell  you  of  my  faith  in  you. 

There  are  many  things  I  want  for  my 
people  and  a  few  things  I  want  for  my  little 
girls.  I  am  going  to  do  what  I  can  in  the 
time  allotted  me  to  help  bring  those  about. 

One  of  the  Presidents  that  I  admire  most 
signed  the  Emancipation  Proclamation  loo 
years  ago.  But  emancipation  was  a  procla- 
mation and  was  not  a  fact.  It  shall  be  my 
purpose  and  it  is  my  duty  to  make  it  a  fact. 

Until  every  qualified  person  regardless  of 
the  house  where  he  worships  or  the  State 
where  he  resides  or  the  way  he  spells  his 
name  or  the  color  of  his  skin — until  he  has 
the  right  unquestioned  and  unrestrained  to 
go  in  and  cast  his  ballot  in  every  precinct  in 
this  country,  I  am  not  going  to  be  satisfied. 

The  finest  compliment  that  I  can  pay  to 
the  Negroes  of  America  is  to  say  that  if  their 
constitutional  rights  are  protected  as  mine 
are  protected,  if  they  have  the  privilege  of 
voting  as  I  am  privileged  to  vote,  then  all 
these  other  problems  will  take  care  of 
themselves. 

Now,  I  want  to  say  one  word  before  I 
leave.  I  must  be  careful  not  to  be  commer- 
cial. But  you  people  have  been  trusting  me 
for  a  long,  long  time.    A  good  many  of  you 


have  been  among  my  closest  friends  since  I 
came  here  in  1937.  There  is  just  one  thing 
I  want  to  say  to  you. 

I  want  to  thank  each  and  every  one  of  you 
who  has  spent  an  hour  or  a  dollar  with  the 
Urban  League,  because  it  is  through  efforts 
that  you  have  made  and  others  like  you  that 
the  shackles  of  bondage  have  been  removed 
from  your  fellow  man.  There  are  men  who 
are  dying  tonight  in  Viet-Nam  to  preserve 
the  freedom  of  us  all,  and  the  least  that  you 
can  do,  until  you  are  called  upon  to  give  your 
life,  is  to  give  your  support,  give  your  talent, 
and  give  your  heart  to  organizations  like  this 
and  to  leadership  of  men  like  Whitney 
Young. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  8:40  p.m.  in  the  Main 
Balhroom  at  the  Sheraton-Park  Hotel  in  Washing- 
ton. In  his  opening  words  he  referred  to  Whitney 
M.  Young,  Jr.,  Executive  Director  of  the  National 
Urban  League. 

For  the  President's  approval  of  departmental  and 
agency  civil  rights  regulations,  referred  to  during  his 
remarks,  see  Item  792. 

The  theme  of  the  National  Urban  League's  Com- 
munity Action  Assembly,  held  in  Washington  De- 
cember 9-1 1,  was  "Lifeline  to  Equal  Opportunity." 
Its  purpose  was  to  bring  together  Federal  officials  and 
Negro  leaders  in  order  "to  open  pipelines  of  self-help 
for  poverty-struck  Harlems  from  New  York  to 
Seattle." 


801     Remarks  to  Members  of  VISTA — "Volunteers  in 
Service  to  America."    December  12, 1964 


Mr.  Shriver  and  ladies  and  gentlemen: 

I  want  to  welcome  you  here  today,  the  first 
frontline  volunteers  in  our  war  against 
poverty.  You  have  come  from  every  part 
of  this  country,  from  every  age  group,  from 
every  background.  You  have  come  to  serve 
the  poor  and  the  unfortunate  of  Ameri- 
can society,  and  to  open  the  door  of  Ameri- 
can opportunity  to  all  of  our  American 
people. 


Your  pay  will  be  low;  the  conditions  of 
your  labor  will  often  be  difficult.  But  you 
will  have  the  satisfaction  of  leading  a  great 
national  effort,  and  you  will  have  the  ulti- 
mate reward  which  comes  to  those  who  serve 
their  Nation  and  who  serve  their  fellow  man. 

You  are  the  first,  as  Sargent  Shriver  said, 
of  the  3500  Volunteers  in  Service  to  Amer- 
ica who  will  go  into  the  field  during  this 
first  year.     No  aspect  of  the  war  against 
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poverty  will  be  more  important  than  the 
work  that  you  do.  New  programs  and  new 
ideas,  institutions,  and  administrators  all  will 
be  fruitless  unless  we  can  reach — directly 
and  personally — those  that  we  are  all  try- 
ing so  hard  to  help. 

This  is  your  job — to  guide  the  young,  to 
comfort  the  sick,  to  encourage  the  down- 
trodden, to  teach  the  skills  which  may  lead 
to  a  more  satisfying  and  a  more  rewarding 
life.  On  your  idealism  and  on  your  success 
rests  much  of  our  hope  for  the  final  elimi- 
nation of  poverty  in  our  American  life. 

You  bring  to  this  task  many  varied  skills. 
You  have  been  trained  in  educational  insti- 
tutions of  every  level.  Many  of  you  bring 
a  lifetime  of  experience  and  of  fruitful 
labor  for  this  country  that  we  all  love.  All 
of  you  are  willing  to  share  the  privation  of 
the  poor.  And  ultimately  you  will  share 
the  greatest  victory  in  the  life  of  any  nation. 

It  is  characteristic  of  America  that  we  meet 
our  great  challenges.  We  meet  them  in  war 
and  we  meet  them  in  peace,  through  calling 
on  the  idealism  and  the  love  of  country  of  all 
of  our  people.  They  have  always  responded, 
and  the  challenge  has  always  been  met. 

Your  presence  here  this  morning,  and  the 
many  who  will  follow,  testifies  to  the  fact 
that  this  basic  strength  of  America  is  always 
equal  to  any  task. 

The  initials  of  your  organization   spell 


VISTA.  It  is  an  appropriate  name,  for  you 
will  be  opening  up  new  vistas  of  hope  for 
the  poor,  achievement  for  yourself,  great- 
ness for  your  Nation,  the  Nation  you  serve. 

VISTA  volunteers  stand  ready  to  serve  at 
the  request  of  every  community  and  every 
neighborhood,  every  organization  and  insti- 
tution, which  joins  the  war  against  poverty. 

I  believe — I  know — that  you  will  receive 
the  support  of  all  Americans.  And  I  hope 
that  all  those  with  skills  and  dedication  to 
offer  will  come  and  join  with  you  in  this  most 
extraordinary  force  for  good  in  our  country. 

It  is  a  pleasure  to  welcome  you  here  in  the 
White  House,  and  it  is  with  great  pride  that 
I  welcome  you  in  this  new  undertaking. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  12:23  p.m.  in  the 
Theater  at  the  White  House.  His  opening  words 
referred  to  Sargent  Shriver,  Director  of  the  Office 
of  Economic  Opportunity,  Chairman  of  the  Economic 
Council,  and  Director  of  the  Peace  Corps,  who  intro- 
duced the  group  of  20  VISTA  volunteers  meeting 
with  the  President. 

A  White  House  release  dated  December  16  listed 
162  new  war  on  poverty  projects  announced  by  the 
President  that  day  and  noted  that  VISTA,  the  do- 
mestic version  of  the  Peace  Corps,  was  under  the 
direction  of  the  Office  of  Economic  Opportunity. 
The  release  stated  that  99  volunteers,  the  first  of 
the  3,500  planned  for  the  opening  year,  "would  help 
teach,  train,  and  counsel  impoverished  Americans 
in  migrant  worker  communities,  big-city  slums,  and 
hill  towns  of  Appalachia."  The  group,  the  release 
further  stated,  would  work  on  12  separate  projects  in 
28  communities. 


802    Remarks  to  the  Members  of  the  Economic 
Opportunity  Council.    December  12,  1964 


I  LOOK  to  this  body  as  a  domestic  national 
security  council  for  the  war  on  poverty. 

Your  job  is  to  help  me  in  making  policy 
and  program  decisions  in  waging  this  war. 

This  Council  of  Cabinet  officers  and  heads 
of  agencies  was  established  by  the  Economic 


Opportunity  Act  to  advise  on  "the  coordina- 
tion of  antipoverty  efforts  by  all  segments  of 
the  Federal  Government." 

As  provided  for  by  statute,  Sargent  Shriver 
will  serve  as  Chairman  of  this  Council  and 
will  have  responsibility  for  its  operation. 
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I  am  also  asking  Vice  President-elect 
Humphrey  to  take  a  leading  role  in  the  war 
on  poverty.  I  want  Mr.  Shriver  to  work 
with  him  to  be  sure  that  this  is  a  well-co- 
ordinated, concentrated  attack  on  poverty 
throughout  the  country.  I  have  also  re- 
quested him  to  serve  as  honorary  chairman 
of  the  Advisory  Council  set  up  by  the  Eco- 
nomic Opportunity  Act. 

The  membership  of  this  group  of  distin- 
guished private  citizens  will  be  announced 
shortly. 

I  hope  the  Vice  President-elect  will  as- 
sume a  role  similar  to  the  one  I  filled  as 
Chairman  of  the  Peace  Corps  National 
Advisory  Council. 

There  are  four  broad  areas  in  which  I  ex- 
pect you  to  exercise  initiative  and  take  par- 
ticular responsibility: 

First,  to  review  major  policy  issues  that 
arise  in  conducting  the  war  against  poverty. 

Second,  to  weigh  national  priorities  for 
program  needs  in  the  war  on  poverty,  and 
to  assess  the  ability  of  existing  programs  to 
meet  those  needs. 

Third,  to  support  an  information  system 


which  will  provide  local  ojfEcials  and  private 
groups  with  the  facts  they  need  in  working 
with  us  in  this  effort  to  eliminate  poverty. 

Fourth,  to  make  certain  that  the  anti- 
poverty  programs  respond  to  local  needs  and 
encourage  the  full  development  of  commu- 
nity action. 

Vice  President-elect  Humphrey  and  I  will 
look  to  the  Economic  Opportunity  Council 
for  advice  and  support  in  each  of  these  areas 
and  I  will  rely  heavily  upon  his  and  your 
recommendations. 

I  call  upon  the  members  of  this  Council 
to  meet  as  often  as  necessary,  to  recommend 
whatever  actions  need  to  be  taken,  and  to 
carry  out  whatever  tasks  must  be  done  to 
wage  this  war  effectively.  Our  objective  is 
total  victory — and  we  are  going  to  attain  it. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  12:40  p.m.  in  the 
Cabinet  Room  at  the  White  House. 

A  White  House  release,  dated  January  28,  1965, 
announced  the  President's  appointment  that  day  of 
the  members  o£  the  National  Advisory  Council. 
The  release,  giving  the  names  and  brief  biographical 
sketches  of  the  14  members,  noted  that  the  Council 
would  hold  its  first  meeting  February  3,  1965. 

As  printed,  this  item  follows  the  prepared  text 
released  by  the  White  House. 


803    Letter  to  the  Chairman,  Federal  Power  Commission, 
in  Response  to  the  National  Power  Survey 
Report.    December  14,  1964 

[  Released  December  14,  1964.    Dated  December  12,  1964  ] 


Dear  Mr,  Chairman: 

I  have  your  letter  of  December  11  with 
which  you  transmitted  the  report  of  the  Na- 
tional Power  Survey  undertaken  by  the  Fed- 
eral Power  Commission  in  cooperation  with 
all  of  the  segments  of  the  nation's  electric 
power  industry. 

It  seems  to  me  that  the  survey  represents 
a  very  constructive  step  in  directing  the  at- 


tention of  the  government  and  of  all  of  the 
various  interested  industry  groups  to  our 
gready  increasing  power  needs  of  the  future. 
A  doubling  or  tripling  of  the  electricity  re- 
quirements in  this  country  by  the  year  1980 
presents  a  challenge  to  the  nation  that  can 
and  must  be  met. 

It  is  obvious  that  the  building  of  the  Great 
Society  rests,  in  part,  on  an  abundant  supply 
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of  low  cost  energy.  The  experience  of  the 
past  few  decades  demonstrates  conclusively 
how  the  standard  of  living  of  American  citi- 
zens has  continued  to  rise  as  we  have  de- 
veloped greater  supplies  of  electrical  energy. 
I  think  it  is  most  significant  that  the 
Commission's  survey  was  a  cooperative  effort 
between  the  Commission  and  the  industry 
it  regulates.  The  encouragement  of  greater 
cooperation  and  coordination  among  the 
nation's  3600  individual  electric  power  sys- 
tems should  result  in  the  economies  of  large- 
scale  operation  benefiting  the  consumer  in 
every  section  of  the  country  without  regard 
to  whether  they  are  served  by  privately- 
owned  companies,  by  municipally-owned 
systems  or  by  cooperatives. 


The  Commission  is  to  be  congratulated 
for  its  initiative  in  undertaking  the  survey, 
and  I  share  the  Commission's  hope  that  the 
results  of  the  survey  will  benefit  the  nation, 
the  nation's  consumers  and  the  nation's 
power  industry. 
Sincerely, 

Lyndon  B.  Johnson 

[Honorable  Joseph  C.  Swidler,  Chairman,  Federal 
Power  Commission,  Washington,  D.C.] 

note:  The  Commission's  report,  entitled  "National 
Power  Survey,"  consists  of  two  volumes:  The  first 
(296  pp.)  is  the  main  report  of  the  Commission, 
the  second  (423  pp.)>  a  compilation  of  24  advisory 
committee  reports  and  an  interim  report  on  the 
defense  implications  of  the  survey  (Government 
Printing  Office,  1964). 

The  text  of  the  Chairman's  letter  of  December  1 1 
was  also  released. 


804    Remarks  to  the  Members  of  a  Delegation  of  Industrial 
Research  Leaders  Upon  Their  Return  From 
the  Soviet  Union.    December  15, 1964 


Dr,  Hormg,  gentlemen: 

I  am  very  happy  to  have  heard  your  im- 
pressions of  Soviet  science  and  technology, 
based  on  your  2-v^eek  visit  to  Soviet  Russia. 
I  am  especially  grateful  to  you  men  from 
industry  who  gave  so  much  of  your  time  to 
make  this  trip  and  to  prepare  for  it  and 
present  your  conclusions.  This  is  another 
fine  example  of  the  willingness  of  American 
businessmen  and  scientists  to  give  of  them- 
selves for  the  public  good. 

I  am  especially  glad  that  you  got  to  meet 
so  many  people  in  Russia  and  had  such 
lengthy  conversations  with  them.  It  is  im- 
portant for  us  to  know  the  people  and  to  un- 
derstand as  much  as  we  can  about  their 
economic  development.  It  is  good  to  hear 
that  the  people  you  met  in  the  research  lab- 
oratories, factories,  and  schools  throughout 


the  country  showed  such  a  lively  interest  in 
America  and  wanted  to  enter  into  contact 
with  Americans  by  visits  and  correspond- 
ence. I  was  especially  interested  to  hear 
that  this  was  as  true  of  people  out  in  the 
middle  of  Siberia  as  it  was  in  Moscow  and 
Leningrad. 

Visits  like  yours  help  us  to  get  to  know 
the  Russian  people  better,  to  know  their 
country  and  see  their  accomplishments  and 
problems  at  first  hand.  We  are  hoping  to 
cooperate  with  them  in  water  desalting  and 
perhaps  other  specific  fields  of  technology 
that  benefit  mankind.  I  hope  there  will  be 
more  trips  like  yours,  in  both  directions,  and 
I  am  asking  all  agencies  of  the  Government 
on  our  side  to  make  sure  that  we're  going 
as  far  as  we  can  to  extend  this  hand  of 
peaceful  contact  to  the  Soviet  people,  without 
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in  any  way  endangering  our  security. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  noon  in  the  Cabinet 
Room  at  the  White  House.  His  opening  words 
referred  to  Donald  F.  Hornig,  Special  Assistant  to 
the  President  and  Director  of  the  Office  of  Science 
and  Technology,  who  headed  the  six-member  indus- 
trial research  delegation  which  visited  the  Soviet 
Union  in  November. 

A  White  House  release  of  the  same  day  listed  the 


members  of  the  delegation.  The  release,  reporting 
on  the  group's  meeting  with  the  President,  stated 
that  the  members  of  the  delegation  gave  the  Presi- 
dent an  account  of  their  discussions  with  the  Soviet 
Vice  Premier,  the  President  of  the  Soviet  Academy 
of  Sciences,  and  other  Soviet  leaders,  and  also  de- 
scribed their  visits  to  factories,  engineering  design 
institutes,  and  laboratories  in  Moscow,  Leningrad, 
Novosibirsk,  and  other  cities. 


805    Letter  Accepting  Resignation  of  Luther  H.  Hodges  as 
Secretary  of  Commerce.    December  16,  1964 


Dear  Luther: 

I  am  personally  reluctant  to  accept  your 
resignation.  Your  achievements  as  Secre- 
tary o£  Commerce  have  been  a  continuation 
of  the  selfless,  patriotic  dedication  you  have 
exhibited  throughout  your  long  service  to 
your  State  and  your  Nation. 

Your  leadership  in  the  Commerce  Depart- 
ment has  been  marked  by  prudence  and 
progress.  You  have  given  of  your  wisdom 
and  your  tolerance  not  only  to  your  own 
Department,  but  to  the  entire  Cabinet  as 
well. 

Under  your  leadership,  our  country  has 
entered  into  a  new  era  of  international  trade, 
increased  cooperation  between  government 
and  industry,   and   technological  advance- 


ment for  the  industrial  and  commercial  seg- 
ments of  our  national  life. 

Good  and  wise  men,  sympathetic  to  the 
needs  of  the  people,  ready  to  work  around 
the  clock  to  meet  those  needs — these  men 
are  rare  and  precious.  You  are  one  of  that 
scarce  breed.  You  leave  this  government 
with  my  affection  and  my  warmest  best 
wishes. 

Sincerely, 

Lyndon  B.  Johnson 

[Honorable  Luther  H.  Hodges,  Secretary  of  Com- 
merce, Department  of  Commerce,  Washington, 
D.C.] 

note:  Mr.  Hodges  served  as  Secretary  of  Com.merce 
from  January  21,  19 61,  through  January  15,  1965. 
His  letter  of  resignation  was  released  with  the 
President's  reply. 


806    Remarks  at  a  Televised  Ceremony  Marking  the 
Change  in  Leadership  at  the  Department 
of  Commerce.    December  16,  1964 


THIS  IS  a  day  of  some  personal  sadness  for 
me.  I  have  in  my  hand  the  resignation  of 
Luther  Hodges  who  is  departing  his  post 
as  Secretary  of  Commerce. 

Secretary  Hodges  is  a  distinguished 
American  who  has  served  his  State  and  his 
Nation  and  has  in  his  entire  lifetime  given  to 
the  American  people  the  best  that  is  in  him 


always  for  the  benefit  of  his  beloved  country. 
His  stewardship  of  the  Commerce  Depart- 
ment was  both  progressive  and  prudent. 

I  have  accepted  Secretary  Hodges'  resig- 
nation with  deep  regret  because  he  is  not 
only  a  good  and  wise  American  but  he  is 
my  longtime  trusted  personal  friend.  But 
the    American    system    that    produced    a 
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Luther  Hodges  has  within  its  gifts  the  capac- 
ity to  produce  a  man  to  take  his  place. 

I  have  elected  to  ask  the  Senate  to  give 
their  advice  and  consent  to  my  nomination 
of  John  T.  Connor  of  New  Jersey  to  be 
Secretary  of  Commerce. 

I  truly  believe  that  John  Connor  is  an 
authentic  example  of  what  the  American 
educational  and  free  enterprise  system  can 
create.  Until  yesterday  he  was  the  presi- 
dent of  Merck  &  Company,  one  of  the  Na- 
tion's leading  pharmaceutical  firms.  He 
was  on  the  board  of  directors  of  General 
Motors  and  General  Foods,  and  other  lead- 
ing boards.  He  is  a  leader  on  the  Commit- 
tee for  Economic  Development  and  the 
Business  Advisory  Council. 

He  is  not  unacquainted  with  the  ways  of 
Washington.  In  1942  he  was  the  General 
Counsel  for  the  OfEce  of  Scientific  Research 
and  Development,  at  that  time  headed  by 
the  distinguished  American,  Vannevar  Bush. 
In  1945  he  became  counsel  to  the  new  Office 
of  Naval  Research,  and  later  special  assistant 
to  the  late,  respected  James  Forrestal.  In 
between  times  he  served  as  a  rugged  Marine 
and  reached  the  rank  of  captain. 

He  graduated  from  Syracuse  University 
in  1936  magna  cum  laude,  and  from  Har- 
vard Law  School  in  1939.  I  might  add  that 
he  was  not  backward  in  his  studies.  He 
was  elected  to  Phi  Beta  Kappa. 

John  Connor  is  the  kind  of  man  I  am 
proud  to  have  serve  in  the  Cabinet.  He  is 
smart  and  he  is  loyal  and  he  is  patriotic.  He 
will  never  discard  a  principle  nor  despair  of 
doing  what  is  right  and  ought  to  be  done. 
I  think  the  credentials  that  he  bears  in  his 
heart  and  in  his  mind  are  the  kind  of  cre- 
dentials that  will  make  his  Nation  proud  and 
will  cause  great  achievements  to  be  his  leg- 
acy in  the  country  that  he  has  served  so  well 
and  in  the  Nation  that  he  loves. 


I  now  present  to  you  Mr.  Connor. 

[Responding,  Mr,  Connor  stated  that  his  appoint- 
ment as  Secretary  of  Commerce  was  quite  a  chal- 
lenge to  him  and  his  family.  "From  a  human 
point  of  view,"  he  said,  "of  course,  a  change  li\e 
this  is  never  an  easy  one  to  ma\e.  .  .  .  ^ou  \now," 
he  continued,  "the  President  is  often  accused  of 
being  quite  an  arm  twister.  Well,  I  can  testify  that 
at  least  in  this  case  he  didn't  even  put  a  hand  on  my 
arm,  much  less  twist  it,  hut  he  did  appeal  to  my 
mind  and  to  my  heart,  and  particularly  to  my 
patriotism,  so  here  I  am,  and  I  will  do  my  best." 
The  President  then  resumed  speaking.] 

I  have  asked  the  new  Secretary  of  Com- 
merce to  meet  and  work  with  the  Secretary 
of  Labor  and  the  voice  of  American  labor 
in  this  country,  Mr.  George  Meany.  We 
have  had  some  preliminary  meetings,  and  I 
hope  to  see  the  relationship  between  busi- 
ness and  labor  continue  in  the  years  ahead 
as  it  has  in  the  months  behind  us. 

I  know  that  the  distinguished  Secretary 
of  Labor,  Mr.  Wirtz,  will  be  anxious  to  co- 
operate, and  I  expect  the  Secretary  of  Com- 
merce and  the  Secretary  of  Labor  to  work 
very  closely  in  leading  the  business  commu- 
nity and  the  labor  community  to  a  record  of 
alltime  harmony  and  mutual  respect  in  this 
country. 

I  thank  Mr.  Meany  for  meeting  with  us 
this  morning,  and  Secretary  Wirtz.  I  now 
want  to  ask  Mr.  Hodges  if  he  will  say  a  word 
to  you.  George  Reedy  will  have  available 
for  you  Mr.  Hodges'  letter  of  resignation 
and  my  reply,  together  with  biographical 
data  concerning  Mr.  Connor. 

Secretary  Hodges. 

[Secretary  Hodges  responded  by  expressing  his  ap- 
preciation to  the  President  for  the  cooperation  and 
confidence  he  had  exhibited  toward  him.  Pointing 
to  the  fact  that  his  letter  of  resignation  was  written 
in  October  he  added,  "I  want  to  carry  out  a  long- 
term  plan  of  mine  of  finishing  up  at  the  end  of  a 
4-year  term,  because  1  will  be  approaching  67  before 
very  long.  It  has  been  an  exhilarating  experience," 
he  concluded,  "particularly  the  last  year,  sir,  with 
you."    The  President  again  resumed  speaking."] 
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One  final  statement  before  we  leave.  We 
will  try  to  make  this  transition  effective  on 
January  15th.  We  will  send  the  nomina- 
tion to  the  Senate  at  an  early  date.  We  have 
completed  the  necessary  details  and  investi- 
gations and  they  are  behind  us  and  we  hope 
that  the  takeover  can  be  January  15th. 

Secretary  Wirtz,  did  you  want  to  say 
something? 

[Secretary  of  Labor  W.  Willard  Wirtz  expressed  his 
personal  satisfaction  at  having  wor\ed  with  Secre- 
tary Hodges  in  bringing  together  the  interests  of 
American  management  and  American  labor  and  said 
he  looked  forward  to  the  opportunity  to  wor\  with 
Mr.  Connor  as  he  had  worked  with  Secretary  Hodges 
"in  bringing  forward  those  elements  of  unity  which 
are  so  important  to  the  national  interest."  The 
President  then  concluded  his  remarks.] 


I  have  asked  Mr.  Meany  to  meet  with  me 
and  other  members  of  American  labor  be- 
fore we  leave  for  the  Christmas  holidays  to 
discuss  our  program  for  the  coming  years. 

I  have  already  met  with  the  Economic 
Council  and  the  Business  Council,  and  I 
will  be  conferring  from  time  to  time  with 
leading  educators,  businessmen,  and  labor 
men  here  at  the  White  House,  and  perhaps 
at  the  ranch  before  the  new  session. 

Thank  you  very  much. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at   11:09  a.m.  in  the 
Theater  at  the  White  House. 

For  the  President's  reply  to  Secretary  Hodges* 
letter  o£  resignation,  see  Item  805.  Mr.  Connor's 
nomination  as  Secretary  of  Commerce  was  con- 
firmed  by  the   Senate  on   January   15,   1965. 


807    Statement  by  the  President  on  the  Launching  of  the 
Italian  San  Marco  SatelHte.    December  16,  1964 


A  SIGNIFICANT  milestone  in  cooperative 
international  space  efforts  v^as  achieved  yes- 
terday with  the  successful  launching  of  the 
Italian  San  Marco  satellite. 

This  marks  the  first  time  a  launch  crew 
of  any  nation  other  than  the  United  States 
or  the  Soviet  Union  has  put  its  own  scien- 
tific payload  into  orbit. 

My  congratulations  to  the  Italian  people 
for  their  initiative  and  perseverance  in  the 
San  Marco  project.  It  is  a  source  of  par- 
ticular satisfaction  to  me  that  I  participated 
in  the  signing  of  the  Italian- American  agree- 
ment for  this  project  in  Rome  in  1962. 


I  look  forward  to  continued  success  in  the 
next  phase  of  the  San  Marco  project  when 
the  Italian  Space  Commission  will  attempt 
the  difficult  operation  of  launching  a  sim- 
ilar satellite  from  an  ocean  platform  near 
the  equator. 

note:  The  U.S.-Italian  agreement  which  led  to  the 
launching  of  the  San  Marco  satellite  was  effected 
by  an  exchange  o£  notes  at  Rome,  September  5,  1962. 
The  U.S.  note  was  signed  by  Vice  President  John- 
son, the  Italian  note,  by  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs 
Attilio  Piccione.  The  agreement  is  printed  in 
Treaties  and  Other  International  Acts  Series  (TIAS 
5172;  13  UST  2120). 


808    Remarks  Upon  Accepting  a  Ceremonial  Pass  to  the  loth 
International  Games  for  the  Deaf.    December  17, 1964 


THANK  YOU  very  much.  This  is  very 
attractive  and  I  am  happy  and  proud  to  ac- 
cept this  pass.  When  I  accepted  earlier  the 
honorary  chairmanship  of  the  loth  Interna- 


tional Games  for  the  Deaf,  I  v^as  hopeful 
that  it  might  at  least  assure  me  a  seat  for 
these  events  which  w^e  v^rere  all  anticipating 
with  such  great  pleasure. 
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All  Americans  are  very  proud  and  pleased 
that  after  40  years  the  Deaf  Olympics  will 
be  held  in  the  United  States  next  summer, 
will  be  held  here  in  Washington.  One  hun- 
dred years  ago,  President  Lincoln  signed  the 
charter  establishing  here  in  Washington  the 
beginnings  of  Gallaudet  College  which  still 
stands  as  the  only  institution  of  higher  learn- 
ing of  its  kind  anywhere  in  the  world. 

I  have  been  personally  much  interested  in 
and  I  have  been  rather  closely  associated 
with  the  inspiring  work  being  done  there 
to  afford  young  people  afflicted  with  deaf- 
ness a  broadening  horizon  of  opportunity. 
As  a  Member  of  Congress,  I  followed  very 
closely  all  the  legislation  affecting  Gallau- 
det and  did  all  I  could  to  advance  it. 

As  we  can  all  be  proud  of  the  humane  and 
intelligent  progress  our  society  has  made  in 
the  attitudes  toward  those  suffering  this 
affliction,  I  am  ever  mindful  of  the  inspira- 
tion the  deaf  themselves  provide  us.  De- 
spite the  great  handicap  that  they  all  must 
endure,  the  deaf  are  occupying  ever-widen- 
ing roles  of  leadership  and  usefulness  in  all 
the  segments  of  our  society  and  our  Ameri- 
can life. 

Since  the  beginning  in  1924,  the  Deaf 
Olympics  have  served  effectively  to  awaken 
the  world  to  the  potential  of  the  deaf  for  full 
participation  in  our  affairs.  I  would  express 
the  personal  hope  that  the  presence  of  the 
games  in  this  country  next  year  will  focus 
more  attention  upon  the  still  unfulfilled  po- 
tential of  what  we  could  and  what  we  should 
be  doing  in  this  field. 


We  are  coming  into  an  age  in  the  life  of 
man  when  we  do  not  need  to  accept  with 
resignation  the  consequences  of  afflictions 
and  illnesses  which  have  plagued  the  human 
race  since  time  began.  There  is  undoubt- 
edly much  that  we  can  still  learn  and  much 
that  we  can  do  that  is  not  now  being  done 
to  advance  medical  research  in  preventing 
or  relieving  deafness. 

Even  more  immediately,  however,  there 
is  much  we  can  do  to  improve  the  educa- 
tional opportunities  and  the  employment 
opportunities  for  those  who  presently  suffer 
deafness.  And  it  is  my  earnest  hope  that 
the  games,  which  will  bring  together  700 
star  athletes  from  27  participating  nations, 
will  be  remembered  as  the  start  of  a  new 
race  to  overtake  this  affliction  and  all  of  its 
consequences. 

Thank  you  very  much  for  coming  here. 
It  is  an  honor  to  receive  you  in  the  White 
House  and  you  know  that  these  events  will 
have  my  genuine  interest  and  I  assure  you, 
again,  of  the  concern  of  all  of  us  in  this 
country  for  helping  one  of  the  most  worthy 
projects. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  12:05  P-i"*  ii^  the 
Cabinet  Room  at  the  White  House.  The  cere- 
monial pass,  a  gold  medal,  was  presented  to  the 
President  by  Milton  J.  Salzberg,  chairman  of  special 
events  for  the  International  Games  for  the  Deaf, 
at  a  ceremony  attended  by  the  IGD  officers.  At 
the  close  of  the  ceremony  Jerald  Gordon,  IGD 
chairman,  invited  the  President  to  open  the  games, 
to  be  held  in  June  1965  in  the  stadiums  of  the 
University  of  Maryland,  College  Park,  Md.,  and 
Gallaudet  College,  Washington,  D.C. 


809    Remarks  on  the  Decision  To  Build  a  Sea  Level  Canal  and  To 
Negotiate  a  New  Treaty  With  Panama.    December  iS,  1964 


THIS  GOVERNMENT  has  completed  an 
intensive  review  of  policy  toward  the  present 
and  the  future  of  the  Panama  Canal.    On 


the  basis  of  this  review  I  have  reached  two 
decisions. 
First,  I  have  decided  that  the  United  States 
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should  press  forward  with  Panama  and 
other  interested  governments,  in  plans  and 
preparations  for  a  sea  level  canal  in  this 
area. 

Second,  I  have  decided  to  propose  to  the 
Government  of  Panama  the  negotiation  of 
an  entirely  new  treaty  on  the  existing  Pan- 
ama Canal. 

These  decisions  reflect  the  unanimous 
judgment  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  the  Sec- 
retary of  Defense,  the  Joint  Chiefs  of  Staff. 
They  are  based  on  the  recommendations  of 
Ambassador  Robert  Anderson,  Secretary 
Stephen  Ailes,  Secretary  Thomas  Mann,  and 
our  Ambassador  in  Panama,  Ambassador 
Jack  Vaughn.  They  have  the  full  support 
of  Mr.  Truman  and  General  Eisenhower. 
They  have  been  reported  to,  and  in  most  in- 
stances sympathetically  received  by  the 
leadership  of  the  Congress. 

These  two  steps  I  think  are  needed  now — 
needed  for  the  protection  and  the  promotion 
of  peaceful  trade,  for  the  welfare  of  the  hem- 
isphere— ^in  the  true  interests  of  the  United 
States  and  in  fairness  and  justice  to  all. 

For  50  years  the  Panama  Canal  has  carried 
ships  of  all  nations  in  peaceful  trade  between 
the  two  great  oceans — on  terms  of  entire 
equality  and  at  no  profit  to  this  country. 
The  canal  has  also  served  the  cause  of  peace 
and  freedom  in  two  world  wars.  It  has 
brought  great  economic  contributions  to 
Panama.  For  the  rest  of  its  life  the  canal 
will  continue  to  serve  trade,  and  peace,  and 
the  people  of  Panama. 

But  that  life  is  now  limited.  The  canal 
is  growing  old,  and  so  are  the  treaties  for  its 
management,  which  go  back  to  1903. 

The  Panama  Canal,  with  its  limiting 
locks  and  channels,  will  soon  be  inadequate 
to  the  needs  of  our  world  commerce.  Al- 
ready more  than  300  ships  built  or  building 
are  too  big  to  go  through  with  full  loads. 


Many  of  them — ^like  our  own  modern  air- 
craft carriers — cannot  even  go  through  at  all. 

So  I  think  it  is  time  to  plan  in  earnest  for 
a  sea  level  canal.  Such  a  canal  will  be  more 
modern,  more  economical,  and  will  be  far 
easier  to  defend.  It  will  be  free  of  complex, 
cosdy,  vulnerable  locks  and  seaways.  It 
will  serve  the  future  as  the  Panama  Canal 
we  know  has  served  the  past  and  the  present. 

The  Congress  has  already  authorized  $17 
million  for  studies  of  possible  sites  and  of 
the  other  practical  problems  of  a  sea  level 
canal.  There  seem  to  be  four  possible 
routes — two  in  Panama,  one  in  Colombia, 
and  one  which  goes  through  Nicaragua  and 
possibly  Costa  Rica  as  well. 

I  have  asked  the  Secretary  of  State  to 
begin  discussions  immediately  with  all  the 
governments  concerned  with  these  possible 
new  routes.  In  these  discussions  we  will 
be  prepared  to  work  on  the  terms  and  the 
conditions  of  building  and  operating  a  new 
canal,  and  if  preliminary  arrangements  can 
be  reached,  we  will  be  ready  to  go  ahead 
with  selected  site  surveys. 

Last  January  there  was  violence  in  Pan- 
ama. As  I  said  then,  "Violence  is  never 
justified  and  is  never  a  basis  for  talks." 

But  while  the  people  of  the  United  States 
have  never  made  concessions  to  force,  they 
have  always  supported  fair  play  and  full 
respect  for  the  rights  of  others.  So  from 
the  very  first  day,  as  your  President,  I  made 
it  clear  that  we  were  ready  to  sit  down  and 
to  seek  answers,  to  reason  together  and  to 
try  to  find  the  answers  that  would  be  just, 
fair,  and  right,  without  precondition  or  with- 
out precommitment  on  either  side. 

On  that  basis,  relations  between  our  two 
countries  were  resumed  in  April,  and  on 
that  basis  I  chose  Mr.  Robert  Anderson,  the 
distinguished  former  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury under  President  Eisenhower,  to  be  my 
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special  Ambassador  on  this  problem.  Since 
then  Ambassador  Anderson  has  been  work- 
ing with  the  American  Ambassador,  Mr. 
Vaughn,  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Army, 
Mr.  Ailes,  and  with  Secretary  Mann  of  the 
State  Department.  They  have  recom- 
mended that  we  should  propose  a  new  treaty 
for  the  existing  canal.  After  careful  review 
with  my  senior  advisers,  I  have  accepted  this 
recommendation. 

Today  we  have  informed  the  Government 
of  Panama  that  we  are  ready  to  negotiate 
a  new  treaty.  In  such  a  treaty  we  must 
retain  the  rights  which  are  necessary  for 
the  effective  operation  and  the  protection  of 
the  canal,  and  the  administration  of  the 
areas  that  are  necessary  for  these  purposes. 
Such  a  treaty  would  replace  the  treaty  of 
1903  and  its  amendments.  It  should  recog- 
nize the  sovereignty  of  Panama.  It  should 
provide  for  its  own  termination  when  a  sea 
level  canal  comes  into  operation.  It  should 
provide  for  effective  discharge  of  our  com- 
mon responsibilities  for  hemispheric  defense. 
Until  a  new  agreement  is  reached,  of  course, 
the  present  treaties  will  remain  in  effect. 


In  these  new  proposals  we  will  take  every 
possible  step  to  deal  fairly  and  helpfully  with 
the  citizens  of  both  Panama  and  the  United 
States  who  have  served  so  faithfully  through 
the  years  in  operating  and  maintaining  the 
canal. 

These  changes  are  necessary  not  because 
of  failure  but  because  of  success;  not  because 
of  backwardness  but  because  of  progress. 
The  age  before  us  is  an  age  of  larger,  faster 
ships.  It  is  an  age  of  friendly  partnership 
among  the  nations  concerned  with  the  traf- 
fic between  the  oceans.  This  new  age  re- 
quires new  arrangements. 

The  strength  of  our  American  system  is 
that  we  have  always  tried  to  understand  and 
meet  the  needs  of  the  future.  We  have  been 
at  our  best  when  we  have  been  both  bold 
and  prudent  in  moving  forward.  The  plan- 
ning of  a  new  canal  and  the  negotiation  of 
a  new  treaty  are  just  such  bold  and  prudent 
steps.  So  let  us  today  in  friendship  take 
them  together. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  4:45  p.m.  in  the 
Theater  at  the  White  House.  He  approved  the  bill 
providing  for  the  site  studies  on  September  22, 
1964  (Public  Law  88-609,  78  Stat.  990). 


810    Remarks  at  the  Lighting  of  the  Nation's 
Christmas  Tree.    December  185  1964 


Mr,  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  Reverend 
Clergy,  Vice  President-elect  Humphrey, 
ladies  and  gentlemen: 

Once  again,  we  come  here  to  keep  an  old 
and  cherished  tradition — the  lighting,  here 
in  Washington,  of  the  Nation's  Christmas 
Tree. 

For  all  of  us — of  all  ages — the  lights  of 
Christmas  symbolize  each  year  the  happi- 
ness of  this  wonderful  season. 

But  this  year  I  believe  that  the  lights  of 
Christmas  symbolize  more  than  the  happi- 


ness of  the  moment.  Their  brightness  ex- 
presses the  hopefulness  of  the  times  in  which 
we  live. 

These  are  the  most  hopeful  times  in  all 
the  years  since  Christ  was  born  in  Bethle- 
hem. 

Our  world  is  still  troubled.  Man  is  still 
afflicted  by  many  worries  and  many  woes. 

Yet  today — as  never  before — ^man  has  in 
his  possession  the  capacities  to  end  war  arid 
preserve  peace,  to  eradicate  poverty  and 
share  abundance,  to  overcome  the  diseases 
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that  have  afiSicted  the  human  race  and  per- 
mit all  mankind  to  enjoy  their  promise  in 
life  on  this  earth. 

At  this  Christmas  season  of  1964,  we  can 
think  of  broader  and  brighter  horizons  than 
any  who  have  lived  before  these  times.  For 
there  is  rising  in  the  sky  of  the  age  a  new 
star — the  star  of  peace. 

By  his  inventions,  man  has  made  war  un- 
thinkable, now  and  forevermore,  Man 
must,  therefore,  apply  the  same  initiative, 
the  same  inventiveness,  the  same  determined 
effort  to  make  peace  on  earth  eternal  and 
meaningful  for  all  mankind. 

For  nearly  200  years  of  our  existence  as  a 
nation,  America  has  stood  for  peace  in  the 
world.  At  this  Christmas  season — ^when  the 
world  commemorates  the  birth  of  the  Prince 
of  Peace — I  want  all  men,  everywhere,  to 
know  that  the  people  of  this  great  Nation 
have  but  one  hope,  one  ambition  toward 
other  peoples:  that  is  to  live  at  peace  with 
them  and  for  them  to  live  at  peace  with  one 
another. 

Since  the  first  Christmas,  man  has  moved 
slowly  but  steadily  forward  toward  realizing 
the  promise  of  peace  on  earth  among  men 
of  good  will.  That  movement  has  been  pos- 
sible because  there  has  been  brought  into 


the  affairs  of  man  a  more  generous  spirit 
toward  his  fellow  man. 

Let  us  pray  at  this  season  that  in  all  we  do 
as  individuals  and  as  a  nation,  we  may  be 
motivated  by  that  spirit  of  generosity  and 
compassion  which  Christ  taught  us  so  long 
ago. 

Now  it  is  my  great  privilege  to  do  as 
Presidents  have  done  for  40  years — to  press 
this  button  and  light  the  Christmas  tree  for 
all  the  Nation.  As  I  do  so,  may  I  take  this 
opportunity  to  express  to  the  distinguished 
Representatives,  the  Ambassadors  of  foreign 
countries,  to  our  official  family,  to  each  home 
and  each  family  in  our  glorious  Nation  the 
wishes  of  our  family — ^Mrs.  Johnson,  Lynda, 
Luci,  and  myself — for  a  happy  holiday 
season  and  years  of  peace  and  success  to 
come. 

Thank  you  and  God  bless  all  of  you. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  6:40  p.m.  just  before 
lighting  the  National  Community  Christmas  Tree 
at  the  nth  annual  Pageant  of  Peace  ceremonies  on 
the  Ellipse  near  the  White  House.  His  opening 
words  referred  to  Secretary  of  the  Interior  Stewart 
L.  Udall,  the  Most  Reverend  William  J.  McDonald, 
Rector,  Catholic  University  of  America,  the  Most 
Reverend  Archbishop  lakovos.  Primate,  Greek 
Orthodox  Church  of  North  and  South  America,  the 
Right  Reverend  William  F.  Creighton,  Bishop, 
Episcopal  Diocese  of  Washington,  and  Vice  Presi- 
dent-elect Hubert  H.  Humphrey. 


811     Statement  by  the  President  on  the  New  Level  of  Personal 
Income  in  the  United  States.    December  i8,  1964 


I  AM  HAPPY  to  announce  a  historic  mile- 
stone in  the  economic  progress  of  the  United 
States.  Personal  income  rose  I3.3  billion  in 
November  to  a  seasonally  adjusted  annual 
rate  of  $502  billion,  crossing  the  half  trillion 
dollar  mark  for  the  first  time. 

This  is  a  tremendous  achievement  for  the 
American  people  and  for  our  free  enterprise 
system.    Never  before  in  our  history  or  in 


the  history  of  any  other  country  has  there 
been  such  an  outpouring  of  the  means  to 
buy  the  good  things  of  life.  And  never  be- 
fore have  so  many  people  shared  in  this 
wealth. 

Most  of  the  November  rise  in  personal 
income  occurred  in  private  vv^ages  and 
salaries,  reaching  a  seasonally  adjusted  an- 
nual rate  of  $340  billion.    This  represents 
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a  25  percent  increase  over  the  i960  level  for 
wages  and  salaries  and  for  total  personal 
income. 

While  we  still  face  the  challenge  of  elimi- 
nating poverty  from  our  society,  this  great 
income  gain  in  the  last  4  years  clearly  demon- 


strates that  we  have  the  means  to  achieve  a 
decent  standard  of  living  for  all  Americans. 
It  shows  what  American  business,  labor, 
agriculture,  and  the  Government  can  ac- 
complish by  working  together  for  the 
common  good. 


812    Statement  by  the  President  in  Response  to  Report  Reviewing 
Gains  in  Government  Employment  of  Minority 
Groups.    December  21,  1964 


THIS  PROGRESS  is  the  result  of  affirma- 
tive and  persistent  efforts  by  the  Federal 
agencies  to  hire,  train,  and  promote  on  the 
basis  of  merit  alone,  without  consideration 
of  irrelevancies  such  as  race  or  ancestry.  It 
shows  that  it  is  possible  to  sweep  away  the 
customs  and  practices  that  have  denied  pro- 
ductive lives  to  many  minority  Americans. 
It  demonstrates  that  there  are,  in  truth, 
qualified  persons  from  all  races  and  regions 
who  are  available  to  fill  posts  of  responsibil- 
ity with  dignity  and  competence.  Our  con- 
tinued strength  depends  on  our  redoubled 
efforts  to  insure  that  the  skills  and  potential 
of  all  our  people  are  utilized  effectively  in 
the  pursuit  of  our  national  goals. 

note:  The  statement  was  part  of  a  White  House 
release   summarizing  the   report   of  the  President's 


Committee  on  Equal  Employment  Opportunity. 
The  report,  a  series  of  related  studies  in  tabular  form 
with  the  overall  title  "Study  of  Minority  Group 
Employment  in  the  Federal  Government,"  was  pre- 
pared for  the  Committee  by  the  U.S.  Civil  Service 
Commission  (109  pp.,  Government  Printing  Office, 
1964). 

The  release  stated  that  the  report  disclosed  that 
minority  Americans  were  increasingly  being  utilized 
in  the  Federal  civil  service.  For  the  third  succes- 
sive year  the  annual  minority  census  taken  in  June 
showed  major  changes  in  the  number  of  Negroes 
and  other  minorities  in  middle  and  upper  grade 
jobs.  These  advances  were  made  despite  a  drop 
in  overall  minority  employment  in  line  with  the 
general  cutback  in  Government  employment.  Simi- 
lar gains  occurred  in  Negro  employment  in  the 
upper  levels  of  the  blue  collar,  postal,  and  other 
pay  categories.  The  release  concluded  by  stating 
that  the  pattern  of  progress  was  quite  similar  for 
other  minority  groups,  Mexican-Americans,  Puerto 
Ricans,  Indians,  and  Oriental-Americans. 


813    Christmas  Message  to  the  Americans  in  Viet-Nam. 
December  23,  1964 


TO  MY  fellow  Americans  in  Viet-Nam, 
and  to  their  wives,  children,  and  parents, 
I  send  warmest  Christmas  greetings. 

Those  of  us  who  are  at  home,  full  of  joy 
and  thoughts  of  peace,  are  ever  mindful  of, 
and  grateful  to,  those  thousands  of  you  who 
toil  today  where  there  is  no  peace. 

You  are  in  Viet-Nam,  far  from  the  places 


and  people  you  love,  because  the  forces  that 
have  given  our  Nation  strength  and  wealth 
have  also  placed  upon  it  the  burden  of  de- 
fending freedom — even  in  remote  and  dis- 
tant villages. 

In  every  generation  the  burden  of  protect- 
ing liberty  has  fallen  to  a  few  stouthearted 
men.    We  Americans  celebrate  this   holy 
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season  in  liberty  because  our  forebears  had 
the  courage,  the  determination,  the  will  to 
sacrifice,  that  was  equal  to  the  challenges 
before  them.  Future  generations  in  many 
lands  will  spend  Christmas  days  in  freedom 
because  there  are  men  everywhere  who  are 
equal  to  this  grim  challenge  in  our  time. 
You  who  carry  freedom's  banner  in  Viet- 
Nam  are  engaged  in  a  war  that  is  unde- 
clared— ^yet  tragically  real.  It  is  a  war  of 
terror  where  the  aggressor  moves  in  the 
secret  shadows  of  the  nights.  Murder  and 
kidnaping  and  deception  are  his  tools. 
Subversion  and  conquest  are  his  goals.  It 
is  a  war  waged  with  political,  social,  eco- 
nomic, and  psychological  weapons  as  well 
as  guns  and  bombs.    Thus  every  American 


in  Viet-Nam,  whether  soldier,  embassy  sec- 
retary, or  AID  official,  whether  in  the  jungle, 
in  the  mountains,  or  in  the  cities,  is  on  the 
frontlines  of  this  struggle. 

Those  of  you  who  are  helping  the  Viet- 
namese people  to  defend  themselves  against 
this  insidious  warfare  may  serve  in  places 
with  names  that  ring  strange  to  American 
ears:  Long  Khot,  Kien  Tuong,  Binh  Gia. 
But  your  sacrifices  are  known  and  honored 
in  American  towns  and  cities  more  familiar 
to  you,  for  you  are  meeting  your  country's 
commitment  to  a  world  of  justice. 

All  Americans  join  me  in  sending 
thanks — and  not  at  Christmas  only,  but 
around  the  clock,  and  around  the  year. 

Lyndon  B.  Johnson 


814    Statement  by  the  President  on  the  Appointment  of 
John  E.  Home  as  Chairman,  Federal  Home 
Loan  Bank  Board.    December  26,  1964 


THE  SAVINGS  and  loan  industry  of  the 
United  States  is  one  of  the  most  rapidly 
growing  institutions  in  our  national  econ- 
omy. In  selecting  Mr.  Home,  Chairman 
of  the  Home  Loan  Bank  Board,  the  agency 
most  direcdy  concerned  with  the  savings 
and  loan  industry,  I  am  purposely  placing 
the  regulatory  responsibility  of  this  industry 
in  the  hands  of  an  experienced  public  official. 
In  his  service  with  the  Home  Loan  Bank 


Board  during  the  past  i8  months  and  during 
his  2  years'  service  as  Administrator  of  the 
Small  Business  Administration,  Mr.  Home 
has  demonstrated  his  commitment  to  the 
public  service  and  his  concern  for  a  strong 
and  growing  economy  throughout  the 
United  States. 

note:  Mr.  Home's  appointment  as  Chairman  o£  the 
Federal  Home  Loan  Bank  Board  became  effective 
on  January  26,  1965. 

The  statement  was  released  at  Austin,  Tex. 


815    Statement  by  the  President  on  the  Appointment 
of  WilUam  J,  Driver  as  Administrator  of 
Veterans  Aflfairs.    December  26,  1964 


I  AM  particularly  pleased  to  announce  Mr. 
Driver's  appointment  since  he  is  the  first 
career  official  to  administer  the  affairs  of 
America's  veterans.    He  is  being  promoted 
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to  this  important  position  on  the  basis  of 
outstanding  achievement  and  demonstrated 
ability  over  a  period  of  i6  years  in  the  Vet- 
erans Administration. 


Lyndon  B.  Johnson,  1^6^-1964 


Dec.  28    [816] 


I  hope  that  the  recognition  accorded  Mr. 
Driver  for  his  effective  and  dedicated  service 
v^ill  serve  as  an  example  to  others  in  Govern- 
ment service.  In  the  search  for  talent  in 
this  administration,  I  will  fully  consider  the 
records  of  those  v^^ho  have  made  Govern- 


ment service  their  career  as  v^ell  as  outstand- 
ing men  and  v^^omen  in  other  v^alks  of  life. 

note:  Mr.  Driver's  appointment  as  Administrator  o£ 
Veterans  Aflairs  was  confirmed  by  the  Senate  on 
February  2, 1965. 
The  statement  was  released  at  Austin,  Tex. 


816    Letter  to  Secretary  McNamara  Transmitting  Final  Report  of 
the  President's  Committee  on  Equal  Opportunity  in 
the  Armed  Forces.    December  28,  1964 

[  Released  December  28,  1964.    Dated  December  26,  1964  ] 


Dear  Mr,  Secretary: 

Enclosed  is  a  copy  of  the  final  report  sub- 
mitted by  the  Committee  on  Equal  Oppor- 
tunity in  the  Armed  Forces.  The  report 
deals  with  the  special  problems  of  discrim- 
ination faced  by  American  servicemen  serv- 
ing abroad  and  by  those  who  serve  in 
National  Guard  units. 

The  Committee  has  devoted  considerable 
time  and  effort  to  its  studies,  and  its  recom- 
mendations obviously  warrant  prompt  and 
thorough  consideration  within  the  Federal 
Government. 

The  Defense  Department  has,  I  believe, 
done  an  excellent  job  in  resolving  many  as- 
pects of  the  general  problem  of  discrimina- 
tory treatment  of  those  who  serve  in  the 
Nation's  Armed  Forces.  I  would  hope  that 
the  momentum  already  achieved  in  moving 
toward  the  Nation's  objective  of  equality  of 
treatment  and  opportunity  for  all  service- 
men would  continue  until  every  vestige  of 
the  problem  has  been  eliminated. 

The  recent  progress  in  securing  integra- 
tion of  National  Guard  units  is  encouraging, 
and  I  urge  that  every  effort  be  made  to 


continue  this  movement  toward  a  National 
Guard  in  every  State  in  which  there  will  be 
no  barriers  against  participation  based  on 
race,  color  or  creed.  The  cooperation  that 
has  been  obtained  between  the  Defense  De- 
partment and  the  Governors  of  the  various 
States  in  striving  for  this  objective  should 
be  maintained  and  strengthened.  I  will 
appreciate  receiving  periodic  reports  from 
you  on  the  progress  made  in  this  regard. 
Because  the  Committee's  report  discusses 
the  assignment  of  military  personnel  to 
United  States  Missions  in  other  countries, 
I  am  also  sending  a  copy  of  the  report  and 
of  this  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 
Sincerely, 

Lyndon  B.  Johnson 

[The  Honorable  Robert  S.  McNamara,  Secretary  of 
Defense,  Washington,  D.C.] 

note:  The  Committee's  report,  dated  November 
1964  and  entitled  "Final  Report:  Military  Personnel 
Stationed  Overseas  and  Membership  and  Participa- 
tion in  the  National  Guard"  (mimeographed,  24  pp. 
and  tables)  v^as  released  w^ith  the  President's  letter. 

The  initial  report  of  the  Committee  v^^as  submitted 
to  President  Kennedy  in  June  1963  (see  1963  vol- 
ume, this  series.  Item  251). 

The  letter  was  released  at  Austin,  Tex. 
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817    Message  to  Giuseppe  Saragat  Upon  His  Election  as 
President  of  Italy.    December  28,  1964 


ON  BEHALF  of  the  American  people,  I 
extend  to  you  warm  congratulations  upon 
your  election  as  President.  I  look  forward 
to  a  continuation  of  the  close  friendship  be- 
tween our  two  countries  in  these  times  which 
present  not  only  great  problems  but  also 


great  opportunities.    Mrs.  Johnson  joins  me 
in  sending  our  personal  best  wishes. 
Sincerely, 

Lyndon  B.  Johnson 

[His  Excellency  Giuseppe  Saragat,  Rome,  Italy] 
note:  The  message  was  released   at  Austin,  Tex. 


818    The  President's  News  Conference  of 
December  28,  1964 


THE  PRESIDENT.  I  don't  have  any  important 
news  for  you.  I  understood  that  some  of 
you  hadn't  had  a  chance  to  come  out  and 
visit  and  you  might  like  to  do  that  before  you 
went  back.  I  know  I  am  going  to  be  here 
for  at  least  the  next  couple  of  days. 

[i.]  I  have  a  few  brief  announcements 
that  will  be  of  interest  to  you  and  I'll  make 
them,  and  I  have  a  comment  I  want  to  make 
about  the  state  of  the  Union  so  that  we  can 
get  it  in  the  proper  perspective.  Then  I'll 
go  on  "deep  background"  for  you  and  an- 
swer freely  and  fully  as  I  can  anything  that 
your  editors  may  be  interested  in  or  that 
you  may  be  interested  in. 

I  have  been  poring  over  these  thousands 
of  pages  from  some  50  agencies  regarding 
matters  that  they  would  like  to  have  the 
President  consider  before  drawing  his  pat- 
tern for  his  message  to  Congress  this  year. 
Obviously,  the  State  of  the  Union  Message 
will  be  brief  and  cannot  deal  with  all  these 
subjects. 

We  will  give  a  general  oudine  and  empha- 
size some  of  the  immediate,  repeat  immedi- 
ate, recommendations  that  we  would  like 
to  see  promptly  acted  upon.  The  other 
parts  of  the  administration's  program  will 
be  dealt  with  during  the  next  4  years  in  a 
series  of  messages  from  time  to  time,  and 


they  will  be  timed  based  upon  when  the 
Congress  is  ready  to  receive  them  and  when 
the  committees  can  act  upon  them  and  when 
the  administration  has  completed  its  studies 
in  the  respective  jfields. 

So  I  want  to  point  out  to  you  that  the 
message  that  I  will  give  on  the  evening  of 
the  4th  will  not  be  a  complete  or  final  sum- 
mation of  all  that  we  hope  to  achieve  in  this 
4  years.  That  program  will  evolve  over  a 
period  of  time  through  various  messages. 

I  don't  want  to  leave  the  impression  that 
we  expect  to  build  a  Great  Society  and  de- 
velop it  overnight,  or  in  any  i  day  or  in  any 
I  week  or  in  any  i  month  or  in  any  i  session. 
There  will  be,  as  I  want  to  emphasize,  a 
series  of  legislative  proposals,  and  these  will 
be  brief  and  considered  very  carefully. 

[2.]  Now  George  ^  will  give  you  details 
of  these  biographical  sketches. 

Mr.  Frederick  Lewis  Deming  will  be  the 
new  Under  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  suc- 
ceeding Mr.  Roosa  who  will  leave  us  the 
first  of  the  year.  Mr.  Deming  was  born  in 
Des  Moines,  Iowa,  September  12,  19 12;  A.B. 
degree  from  Washington  University,  St. 
Louis,  Mo.;  has  an  M.A.  degree  from  Wash- 


^  George  E.  Reedy,  Press  Secretary  to  the  Presi- 
dent. 
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ington  University,  St.  Louis,  Mo.;  has  a 
Ph.  D.  from  Washington  University,  St. 
Louis,  Mo.  He  has  been  since  1957  presi- 
dent of  the  Federal  Reserve  Bank  of  Minne- 
apolis. He  first  wtnl  to  work  for  the  Fed- 
eral Reserve  Bank  in  1941  as  assistant  man- 
ager of  the  research  department.  By  1953 
he  had  served  as  economist,  manager  of  the 
research  department,  assistant  vice  president, 
vice  president,  and  finally  first  vice  president. 
He  continued  to  serve  the  St.  Louis  bank 
until  1957  v^^hen  he  became  president  of  the 
Minneapolis  bank. 

From  April  to  June  1956,  Mr.  Deming 
served  as  chief  of  Banking  Advisory  Mis- 
sion to  the  Republic  of  Honduras,  and  from 
November  to  December  i960,  served  as  con- 
sultant to  the  Central  Bank,  Government  of 
the  Republic  of  China.  He  was  recom- 
mended by  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  Mr. 
Dillon,  and  by  most  of  the — well,  he  is  first 
on  nearly  everyone's  list,  and  he  is  the  only 
person  that  I  have  approached  about  it. 
I  talked  to  him  several  weeks  ago  in  Wash- 
ington and  he  has  now  been  cleared  and  he 
will  give  notice  out  there  and  be  leaving 
shortly. 

We  are  naming  Mr.  Sheldon  S.  Cohen, 
the  General  Counsel  of  the  Internal  Reve- 
nue Service,  as  the  new  Commissioner  of 
Internal  Revenue.  Mr.  Cohen  is  a  Wash- 
ington boy,  finished  Calvin  Coolidge  High 
School  in  Washington,  D.C.,  has  an  A.B. 
degree  from  George  Washington  University 
with  special  honors  in  1950;  doctor's  degree, 
with  distinction,  A  average,  and  he  com- 
pleted it  in  2  years  in  1952;  had  special 
honors  in  accounting  at  George  Washing- 
ton University,  where  he  was  first  in  his 
school  class.  He  is  the  recipient  of  Charles 
W.  Dorsey  Scholarship.  He  was  editorial 
and  business  secretary,  George  Washington 
Law  Review;  he  was  case  notes  editor, 
George  Washington  Law  Review;  United 


States  District  Court  for  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia Bar;  United  States  Court  of  Appeals 
Bar;  United  States  Supreme  Court,  the  Tax 
Court  Bar;  and  Certified  Public  Accountant, 
Maryland,  since  1953. 

He  has  been  associate  professorial  lecturer 
of  George  Washington  University  from  1958 
to  date;  Howard  University  Law  School  lec- 
turer in  1957  and  1958;  20th  New  York 
University  Institute  on  Federal  Taxation  lec- 
turer; and  in  1957,  American  University  Tax 
Institute. 

He  has  been  Chief  Counsel  of  the  In- 
ternal Revenue  Service  since  January  6,  1964. 
He  was  formerly  associated  with  the  legal 
firm  of  Arnold,  Fortas  and  Porter;  of  Steven- 
son, Paul,  Rifkind,  Wharton  and  Garrison. 
He  was  Legislative  Attorney  to  the  Chief 
Counsel's  Office  of  Internal  Revenue  in  1952 
to  1956.  He  was  an  accountant  in  a  CPA's 
office  in  1950  to  1952.  He  was  former 
treasurer  and  member  of  the  board  of  direc- 
tors. Lane  Manor  Citizens  Association;  as- 
sistant treasurer,  director,  and  membership 
chairman  of  the  Jewish  Community  Center 
of  Greater  Washington;  second  vice  presi- 
dent, director,  and  chairman  of  the  legal 
committee,  Jewish  Social  Service  Agency. 
He  had  military  service,  U.S.  Naval  Reserve, 
1945  and  1946. 

He  will  be  succeeded  by  a  career  man 
whom  I  am  naming  today,  Mr.  Mitchell 
Rogovin,  presently  Assistant  to  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Internal  Revenue;  born  in  New 
York,  December  3,  1930;  has  an  A.B.  from 
Syracuse,  Maxwell  School  of  Citizenship; 
LL.B.  from  the  University  of  Virginia, 
Du  Pont  Scholarship;  has  an  LL.M.  from 
Georgetown  University,  master's  degree  in 
taxation. 

His  career  from  1954  to  1958,  officer-in- 
charge,  trial  section,  base  legal  office.  Camp 
Pendleton,  handling  over  300  general 
courts-martial;  1958  to  1961,  Office  of  Chief 
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Counsel,  IRS,  trial  attorney;  1961  to  1964, 
Assistant  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  In- 
ternal Revenue  Service.  He  received  a 
Treasury  Department  Special  Service  Award 
in  1964.  And  he  has  got  various  member- 
ships w^hich  George  can  give  you. 

He  has  taught  at  the  University  of  Vir- 
ginia Law  School,  1958  to  1964,  as  a  guest 
lecturer,  and  at  Palomar  College,  1956  to 
1957,  was  an  instructor  in  English  and  busi- 
ness law. 

A  note  on  Mr.  Cohen  may  be  of  interest 
to  you.  During  the  last  12  months  as  Chief 
Counsel,  from  which  position  he  is  going 
to  Commissioner,  he  inaugurated,  in  co- 
operation with  the  Commissioner,  new  pro- 
cedures for  the  handling  of  rules  and  legis- 
lative proposals  which  will  result  in  annual 
savings  in  excess  of  a  million  dollars.  These 
new  procedures,  involving  the  elimination 
of  duplication,  will  also  mean  faster  service 
to  the  public  and  better  administration  of 
the  tax  laws. 

He  also  developed  the  use  of  electronic 
data  processing  equipment  to  coordinate  the 
work  of  field  offices  so  as  to  provide  similar- 
ity of  treatment  for  taxpayers  and  to  make 
the  experience  of  individual  field  offices 
readily  available  to  all  of  them. 

Mr.  Cohen  streamlined  the  organization 
and  operation  of  the  Chief  Counsel's  office, 
which  includes  approximately  1,350  em- 
ployees stationed  in  32  offices  throughout 
the  Nation,  with  notable  improvements  in 
morale  and  efficiency. 

Q.  Doyouhavehisbirthdate,  sir? 

THE  PRESIDENT.  Yes,  it  is  Juue  28,  1927. 
But  that  data  will  be  available  to  you.  I 
won't  take  any  more  of  your  time  on  them.* 

[3.]  We  have  a  report  today  for  the  5 
months,  July  through  November,  of  this 


fiscal  year.  Total  expenditures  of  the  Fed- 
eral Government  are  down  $1.2  billion  over 
the  same  period  of  last  year.  The  first  5 
months  of  the  present  fiscal  year's  expendi- 
tures came  in  this  afternoon,  39.3.  The 
first  5  months  of  last  fiscal  year  they  were 
40.5. 

[4.]  Secretary  Rusk  and  Mr.  Bundy  will 
arrive  at  the  ranch  tomorrow.  They  will 
review  with  me  international  developments, 
various  personnel  matters  in  the  department 
in  Washington  and  ambassadors  throughout 
the  world,  and  we  will  finish  up  on  the 
final  study  of  the  budget  for  the  State 
Department. 

I  expect  Mr.  Gordon  to  be  returning  to 
review  some  extra  data  with  us. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  may  I  interrupt?  You 
mentioned  Mr.  Bundy.  There  are  two  of 
them.    I  assume  this  is  McGeorge? 

THE  PRESIDENT.  McGeorge  Bundy.  On 
Wednesday  I  expect  Mr.  George  McGhee. 
He  is  home  for  consultations.  I  will  ask 
him  to  come  here  and  review  developments 
in  West  Germany. 

I  have,  in  the  last  24  hours,  talked  to 
Secretaries  Rusk  and  McNamara,  Mr.  Mc- 
Cone,  Mr.  Bundy,  and  Mr.  Moyers  several 
times  on  the  state  of  the  Union;  messages 
back  and  forth  to  the  Chairman,  Council  of 
Economic  Advisers  and  the  Budget  Direc- 
tor. I  think  that  is  about  it.  Now  tomor- 
row will  be  Rusk's  day  primarily,  and  next 
day  we  will  spend  a  good  deal  of  time  with 
Gordon  and  with  Ambassador  McGhee  and 
others.^ 


*  A  biographical  sketch  o£  each  o£  the  appointees 
was  released   at  Austin,  Tex.,  on   the   same   day. 


^The  President  referred  to  Dean  Rusk,  Secretary 
of  State,  McGeorge  Bundy,  Special  Assistant  to  the 
President,  Kermit  Gordon,  Director  of  the  Bureau 
of  the  Budget,  George  C.  McGhee,  U.S.  Ambassador 
to  Germany,  Robert  S.  McNamara,  Secretary  of  De- 
fense, John  A.  McCone,  Director  of  the  Central 
Intelligence  Agency,  Bill  D.  Moyers,  Special  Assist- 
ant to  the  President,  and  Gardner  Ackley,  Chairman 
of  the  Council  of  Economic  Advisers. 
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Q.  Mr.  Gordon  on  Wednesday,  did  you 
say,  Mr.  President  ? 

THE  PRESIDENT.  Tm  not  quitc  sure;  I  think 
tomorrow,  if  they  can  get  that  many  seats 
on  the  plane.    I  don't  see  beyond  that. 


[The  remainder  of  the  news  conference  consisted 
of  ''deep  background"  briefing.] 

note:  President  Johnson's  thirty -fifth  news  confer- 
ence was  held  at  the  LBJ  Ranch,  Johnson  City,  Tex., 
at  5:35  p.m.  on  Monday,  December  28,  1964. 


819    Statement  by  the  President  on  the  Appointment  of 
Lloyd  N.  Hand  To  Succeed  Angier  B.  Duke 
as  Chief  of  Protocol.    December  29,  1964 


AMBASSADOR  Duke's  service  as  Chief  of 
Protocol  since  1961  has  been  outstanding. 
Mrs.  Johnson  and  I,  as  well  as  all  of  official 
Washington,  will  very  much  miss  Angier 
and  his  charming  wife,  Robin.  In  Novem- 
ber 1963,  Mr.  Duke  agreed  to  remain  as 
Chief  of  Protocol  for  i  year  beyond  his 
original  plans.  The  country  is  fortunate 
that  Mr.  Duke's  experience  and  ability  will 
be  utilized  in  the  important  assignment 
which  will  be  announced  soon. 


Mr.  Hand  is  an  outstanding  young  lawyer 
and  businessman  who  has  worked  closely 
with  Mr.  Duke  on  occasions  during  the  past 
year.  I  look  forward  to  this  opportunity 
to  work  again  with  a  trusted  and  respected 
friend  and  associate. 

note:  Mr.  Hand's  appointment  as  Chief  of  Protocol 
became  effective  on  January  21,  1965. 

On  January  27,  1965,  the  President  announced 
his  intention  to  nominate  Mr.  Duke  as  United  States 
Ambassador  to  Spain.  Mr.  Duke*s  nomination  was 
confirmed  by  the  Senate  on  March  9,  1965. 


820    New  Year  Greetings  to  Leaders  of  the 
Soviet  Union.    December  30,  1964 


Dear  Mr,  Chairmen: 

Personally,  and  on  behalf  of  the  American 
people,  I  extend  to  you  and  the  Soviet  peo- 
ple greetings  and  best  wishes  for  the  New 
Year. 

The  year  just  ending  has  produced  sig- 
nificant accomplishment  in  some  areas  of 
endeavor.  But  major  international  prob- 
lems are  unresolved  and  the  most  urgent 
business  for  all  of  us  remains  strengthening 
the  foundation  of  world  peace.  In  this  task, 
our  two  governments  bear  great  responsi- 
bilities and  it  is  my  earnest  wish  that  in  the 
coming  year  we  can  make  substantial 
progress. 


Arms  control  remains  especially  urgent; 
nothing  can  contribute  more  to  the  hopes  of 
mankind  for  the  future.  During  the 
months  ahead  I  hope  we  can  work  for  prac- 
tical agreements  to  this  end.  We  can  and 
should  move  to  limit  the  spread  of  nuclear 
weapons;  to  achieve  a  verified  worldwide 
comprehensive  test  ban;  to  make  a  cut-oflf  of 
fissionable  material  production  for  weapons 
coupled  with  measures  to  safeguard  the 
peaceful  uses  of  nuclear  power;  and  to  agree 
on  a  verified  freeze  in  existing  offensive  and 
defensive  strategic  nuclear  delivery  systems. 

By  progress  in  this  critical  area,  our  gov- 
ernments can  help  to  make  this  a  happier 
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and  safer  world  for  all  peoples.    You  may  [Anastas  Mikoyan,  Chairman  of  the  Presidium  of 

be  certain  that  the  American  people  and  J=  Supreme  Soviet  of  the  U.S.S.R ,  and  Aleksei  N. 

t  1    .  Kosygm,  Chairman  of  the  Council  of  Ministers] 

their  government  will  never  be  second  in 

this  eflfnrr  note:  The  message  was  released  at  Austin,  Tex. 

Sincerely  yours, 

Lyndon  B.  Johnson 
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note:  Includes  releases  covering  matters  with  which 
the  President  was  closely  concerned,  except  announce- 
ments of  Presidential  personnel  appointments  and 
approvals  of  legislation  with  which  there  was  no 
accompanying  statement. 

Releases  relating  to  Proclamations  and  Executive 
orders  have  not  been  included.     These  documents 


are  separately  listed  in  Appendix  B. 

For  list  of  Press  and  Radio  Conferences,  see  sub- 
ject index  under  "News  conferences." 

In  many  instances  the  White  House  issued  advance 
releases  of  addresses  or  remarks  which  differ  from 
the  text  as  actually  delivered.  These  have  been 
noted  in  brackets,  thus:  [2  releases]. 


19^3 
November 

22  Remarks  upon  arrival  at  Andrews  Air  Force  Base 

22  White  House  announcement  of  plans  for  the 
funeral  rites  for  President  Kennedy 

23  White  House  announcement  concerning  the 
official  cortege  for  President  Kennedy  from  the 
White  House  to  the  Capitol 

25  Message  to  the  members  of  the  Armed  Forces 

25  White  House  statement  concerning  investigation 
of  the  assassination  of  President  Kennedy 

25  Remarks  to  State  Governors  after  President 
Kennedy's  funeral 

26  Remarks  on  the  Alliance  for  Progress  to  repre- 
sentatives  of    the   countries   of   Latin    America 

26  Statement  by  the  President:  Thanksgiving  Day 

27  Address  before  a  joint  session  of  the  Congress 
[2  releases] 

28  The  President's  Thanksgiving  Day  address  to 
the  Nation 

29  White  House  statement  on  the  appointment  of 
a  special  commission  to  investigate  the  assassina- 
tion of  President  Kennedy 

30  Statement  by  the  President  on  the  District  of 
Columbia 

30  Memorandum  on  the  management  of  the 
executive  branch 

December 

1  Letter  to  defense  contractors  on  the  need  for  cost 
reduction 

2  Remarks  upon  presenting  the  Fermi  Award  to 
Dr.  J.  Robert  Oppenheimer 


1963 
December 

3  Remarks  at  a  meeting  with  the  heads  of  inde- 
pendent regulatory  agencies 

4  Remarks  at  the  presentation  of  an  Exceptional 
Service  Award  to  Agent  Rufus  W.  Youngblood 
of  the  Secret  Service 

4  Remarks  at  a  meeting  with  the  AFL-CIO  Execu- 
tive Council  [2  releases] 

4  Remarks  to  the  members  of  The  Business  Coun- 
cil [2  releases] 

4  White  House  announcement  of  amendments  to 
the  budget  of  the  Corps  of  Engineers 

4  Letter  from  the  Chairman,  Business  Advisory 
Council 

4  White  House  announcement  of  the  presentation 
of  a  painting  to  the  White  House  by  the  family 
of  President  Kennedy 

5-6  White  House  releases  concerning  the  Presiden- 
tial Medal  of  Freedom  Ceremony  [2  releases] 

6  Remarks  with  Under  Secretary  of  State  George 
W.  Ball  at  the  presentation  of  the  Medal  of 
Freedom  Awards 

6  Presidential  Medal  of  Freedom  citation  for  Presi- 
dent Kennedy 

6  Presidential  Medal  of  Freedom  citation  for  Pope 
John  XXIII 

7  White  House  announcement  of  personnel  re- 
ductions in  the  Department  of  Defense 

8  White  House  statement  on  the  seizure  of  U.S. 
officials  by  Bolivian  miners 

8  Statement  by  the  President  on  the  International 
Atomic  Energy  Agency 
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1963 

December 
9  Message  to  the  Sultan  on  the  occasion  of  the 
independence  of  Zanzibar 

ID  Special  message  to  the  Congress  on  the  coinage 
of  John  F.  Kennedy  50 -cent  pieces 

10  White  House  announcement  on  the  proposed 
John  F.  Kennedy  50 -cent  piece 

10  Message  to  Prime  Minister  Kenya tta  on  the  oc- 
casion of  the  independence  of  Kenya 

10  Remarks  upon  accepting  Eleanor  Roosevelt  com- 
memorative stamps  issued  by  India,  Ghana,  and 
Korea 

11  Statement  to  the  Cabinet  on  manpower  utiliza- 
tion and  control 

11  Letter  to  Senate  and  House  Committee  Chair- 
men on  renaming  the  National  Cultural  Center 
in  honor  of  President  Kennedy 

12  Remarks  to  new  participants  in  "Plans  for  Prog- 
ress" equal  opportunity  agreements 

13  Remarks  of  welcome  to  the  Chiefs  of  Mission 
of  the  Diplomatic  Corps 

13  Response  to  the  President's  greetings  by  the  Dean 
of  the  Diplomatic  Corps 

13  Remarks  to  the  members  of  the  Consumer  Ad- 
visory Council 

13  Exchange  of  messages  with  Prime  Minister  Aldo 
Moro  of  Italy 

13  Recommendation  by  the  Consumer  Advisory 
Council 

14  Statement  by  the  President  on  the  proposed  re- 
duction in  foreign  aid  funds 

15  Letter  to  Thomas  C.  Mann  upon  his  assuming 
new  responsibilities  for  Latin  American  affairs 

15  White  House  announcement  of  Treasury  De- 
partment pamphlet  "The  Tax  Program — Some 
Questions  and  Answers'* 

16  White  House  announcement  of  recipients  of  the 
National  Medal  of  Science 

16  Remarks  upon  signing  the  Higher  Education 
Facilities  Act 

16  Statement  by  the  President  upon  signing  the 
Foreign  Assistance  Act 

17  Remarks  upon  signing  the  Clean  Air  Act 

17  Address  before  the  General  Assembly  of  the 
United  Nations  [2  releases] 


1963 
December 

18  Remarks  upon  signing  the  vocational  education 
bill 

19  Remarks  upon  signing  bill  amending  the  Man- 
power Development  and  Training  Act 

19  Statement  by  the  President  upon  signing  the 
Independent  Offices  Appropriation  Act 

20  Remarks  upon  accepting  report  of  the  Com- 
mission on  Registration  and  Voting  Participation 

20  Remarks  upon  signing  the  ratification  of  the 
Chamizal  Convention 

20  Message  on  the  occasion  of  the  launching  of  the 
nuclear  submarine  Sam  Rayburn 

20  Remarks  at  a  press  interview  of  three  American 
hostages  of  Bolivian  miners 

21  Remarks  of  Secretary  McNamara  on  returning 
from  Viet-Nam 

21  Statement  by  the  President  objecting  to  a  tax  ex- 
emption provision  in  a  private  bill 

21  Memorandum  establishing  the  Committee  on  the 
Economic  Impact  of  Defense  and  Disarmament 

22  Remarks  at  a  candlelight  memorial  service  for 
President  Kennedy 

22  Remarks  at  the  lighting  of  the  Nation's  Christ- 
mas tree 

23  Exchange  of  letters  with  President  Goulart  of 
Brazil 

24  Statement  by  the  President  on  the  closing  of 
the  Studebaker  plants  in  South  Bend 

25  Memorandum  on  control  of  Federal  employment 

26  Statement  by  the  President  upon  appointing  a 
committee  to  review  foreign  aid  programs 

26  Messages  to  the  President  of  Turkey  and  to  the 
President  and  Vice  President  of  Cyprus 

27  White  House  announcement  of  organizational 
changes   relating   to   the   Alliance   for    Progress 

27  White  House  statement  announcing  a  board  to 
review  military  installations 

27  Informal  remarks  to  the  press  at  the  LBJ  Ranch 
with  Secretary  Rusk,  Secretary  Freeman,  and 
Assistant  Secretary  of  State  Mann 

27  White  House  announcement  of  a  reduction  in 
Federal  civilian  employment 
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1963 

December 

27  White  House  announcement  of  forthcoming  visit 
of  the  President  of  Mexico 

27  White  House  announcement  concerning  the  pub- 
lic reaction  to  the  closing  of  33  defense  installa- 
tions 

28  Remarks  of  welcome  to  Chancellor  Erhard  at 
Bergstrom  Air  Force  Base,  Austin,  Tex.  [2 
releases] 

28  Toasts  of  the  President  and  Chancellor  Erhard 
at  the  LBJ  Ranch  [2  releases] 

29  Remarks  at  the  Pioneer  Memorial,  Fredericks- 
burg, Tex. 

29  The  President's  invocation  offered  at  a  barbecue 
in  honor  of  Chancellor  Erhard  at  Stonewall,  Tex. 

29  Remarks  in  Stonewall,  Tex.,  at  a  barbecue  in 
honor  of  Chancellor  Erhard 

29  Remarks  of  Secretary  Rusk  and  Chancellor 
Erhard  upon  the  latter's  departure  for  Germany 

29  Joint  statement  following  discussions  with  Chan- 
cellor Erhard 

30  Remarks  in  Austin  at  the  dedication  of  the 
Agudas  Achim  Synagogue  [2  releases] 

30  Statement  by  Secretary  McNamara  on  the  De- 
fense Department  budget  for  1965 

31  Statement  by  the  President  on  recent  legislation 
in  the  field  of  education 

3 1  Telegram  to  the  Chairman,  United  Negro  College 
Development  Campaign 

31  Memorandum  of  disapproval  of  bill  relating  to 
the  marking  of  imported  articles 

31  Memorandum  of  disapproval  of  bill  relating  to 
the  claim  of  Robert  Alexander  (Congressional 
Record,  January  7,  1964,  p.  6) 

31  Statement  by  the  President  upon  approving  the 
Public  Works  Appropriations  Act 

1964 
January 
I  Exchange  of  New  Year  greetings  between  the 
United  States  and  the  Soviet  Union 

I  New  Year's  message  to  the  chairman  of  the 
Military  Revolutionary  Council  in  South  Viet- 
Nam 

I  Statement  by  the  President  in  response  to  a 
report  on  the  1963  campaign  for  reaching  school 
dropouts 


1964 
January 

I  Statement  by  the  President  announcing  the  ap- 
pointment of  Edwin  M.  Martin  as  Arnbassador 
to  Argentina 

1  Statement  by  the  President  announcing  the  ap- 
pointment of  Ellsworth  Bunker  as  Ambassador 
to  the  OAS 

2  Letter  from  Secretary  Wirtz  reporting  on  labor- 
management  relations  in  1963 

2  Statement  by  the  President  on  labor -manage- 
ment relations 

3  Statement  by  the  President  upon  establishing  the 
President's   Committee    on    Consumer   Interests 

3  White  House  announcement  of  steps  to  protect 
the  interests  of  consumers 

3  White  House  announcement  of  delegation  to  the 
inauguration  of  the  President  of  Liberia 

5  Statement  by  the  President  on  the  report  of  the 
Task  Force  on  Manpower  Utilization 

6  Statement  by  the  President  on  the  fight  against 
organized  crime  and  racketeering 

8  Annual  message  to  the  Congress  on  the  State  of 
the  Union  [2  releases] 

9  Letter  to  Senator  Byrd  urging  further  reduction 
in  the  tax  withholding  rate 

9  Identical  remarks  at  meetings  with  the  Business 
Committee  for  Tax  Reduction  and  with  the 
Citizens  Committee  for  Tax  Reduction  and 
Revision 

9  Letter  accepting  resignation  of  Roswell  Gil- 
patric  as  Deputy  Secretary  of  Defense 

9  White  House  statement  on  the  resuming  of  dis- 
cussions by  the  Geneva  disarmament  conference 

1 1  Remarks  at  a  reception  for  members  of  the  Demo- 
cratic National  Committee 

II  White  House  announcement  of  the  President's 
forthcoming  meeting  on  the  problems  of  senior 
citizens 

13  Remarks  to  representatives  of  organizations  inter- 
ested in  immigration  and  the  problems  of  refu- 
gees 

13  Remarks  at  the  National  Medal  of  Science  Award 
ceremony 

13  Statement  by  the  President  on  unemployment  in 
Anaconda,  Mont. 
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1964 

January 

13  Letter  to  the  Chairman,  Civil  Service  Commis- 
sion, on  coordination  o£  Federal  activities  in  the 
field 

14  Remarks  o£  wrelcome  at  Union  Station  to  Presi- 
dent Segni  of  Italy 

14  Toasts  of  the  President  and  President  Segni 

14  White  House  announcement  of  the  acceptance  of 
a  professorship  by  Brooks  Hays 

14  Telegram  to  Governor  Sanford  on  his  attack  on 
poverty  in  North  Carolina 

15  Remarks  to  leaders  of  organizations  concerned 
with  the  problems  of  senior  citizens 

15  Remarks  to  the  members  of  the  Davis  Cup  Team 

15  Toasts  of  the  President  and  President  Segni  at  the 
Italian  Embassy 

15  Letter  accepting  resignation  of  Theodore  C. 
Sorensen  as  Special  Counsel  to  the  President 

15  Joint  statement  following  discussions  with  the 
President  of  Italy 

16  White  House  announcement  following  the  Presi- 
dent's meeting  with  William  C.  Foster  on  the 
eve  of  his  departure  for  Geneva 

16  Remarks  by  telephone  for  the  keel-laying  cere- 
mony of  the  first  automated  cargo  ship 

16  Remarks  to  new  participants  in  "Plans  for  Prog- 
ress" equal  opportunity  agreements 

16  Letter  to  the  President  of  the  Senate  and  to  the 
Speaker  of  the  House  on  appropriations  for  the 
Peace  Corps 

16  Memorandum  on  the  observance  of  Brotherhood 
Week 

1 6  Statement  by  the  President  upon  appointing  the 
Chairman  of  the  Citizen's  Advisory  Council  on 
the  Status  of  Women 

17  Statement  by  the  President  in  response  to  a 
report  on  immigration 

17  Letter  to  Dr.  Jerome  B.  Wiesner  as  to  the  need 
for  public  institutions  of  higher  learning  in  the 
District  of  Columbia 

17  Letter  to  Teodoro  Moscoso  on  his  new  assign- 
ments in  the  field  of  Latin  American  affairs 

18  Remarks  at  the  dedication  of  the  National  Geo- 
graphic Society  Building  [2  releases] 

1 8  Farewell  message  to  President  Segni  of  Italy 


2964 
January 

18  White  House  release  concerning  steps  to  relieve 
unemployment  in  Anaconda,  Mont. 

20  Remarks  upon  receiving  a  United  States  Army 
flag  from  senior  commanders  of  the  Army 

20  Remarks  to  members  of  the  National  Congress 
of  American  Indians 

20  Remarks  to  members  of  the  Budget  Bureau  staff 
at  the  signing  of  the  1965  budget 

20  Letter  to  Chairman  Khrushchev  on  the  eve  of 
the  reopening  of  the  Geneva  disarmament  con- 
ference 

20  Message  to  the  first  conference  of  the  Catholic 
Inter- American  Cooperation  Program 

20  Annual  message  to  the  Congress:  The  Economic 
Report  of  the  President 

21  Letter  accepting  resignation  of  Edward  R.  Mur- 
row  as  Director,  USIA 

21  Statement  by  the  President  upon  nominating 
Carl  T.  Rowan  as  Director,  USIA 

21  Remarks  to  the  members  of  the  President's  Ad- 
visory Committee  on  Labor-Management  Policy 

21  Remarks  at  the  presentation  of  the  Distinguished 
Service  Medal  to  Gen.  David  M.  Shoup 

21  Remarks  of  welcome  at  the  White  House  to 
Prime  Minister  Pearson  of  Canada 

21  Message  to  the  18 -nation  disarmament  confer- 
ence in  Geneva 

21  Statement  by  the  President  on  the  reopening  of 
the  Geneva  disarmament  conference 

21  Radio  and  television  remarks  on  the  reopening 
of  the  Geneva  disarmament  conference 

21  White  House  announcement  of  settlement  of 
the  airline  labor  dispute 

21  White  House  announcement  of  supplemental 
appropriations  requests  for  fiscal  year  1964 

21  Annual  Budget  Message  to  the  Congress,  fiscal 
year  1965 

21  Annual  message  to  the  Congress,  the  District  of 
Columbia  budget 

22  Remarks  with  Prime  Minister  Pearson  at  the 
signing  of  the  Columbia  River  Agreement  with 
Canada 

22  Joint  statement  with  Prime  Minister  Pearson  on 
the  Columbia  River  Agreement 
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1964 

January 

22  Toasts  o£  the  President  and  Prime  Minister 
Pearson 

22  Remarks  at  the  signing  of  the  Roosevelt  Campo- 
bello  International  Park  Agreement 

22  Joint  statement  with  Prime  Minister  Pearson  on 
the  Campobello  Park  Agreement 

22  Remarks  to  new  participants  in  "Plans  for 
Progress"  equal  opportunity  agreements 

22  Joint  statement  following  discussions  with  the 
Prime  Minister  of  Canada 

22  Remarks  at  the  dedication  of  the  Smithsonian 
Institution's  Museum  of  History  and  Technology 
[2  releases] 

23  Remarks  upon  signing  bill  concerning  the  John 
F.  Kennedy  Center  for  the  Performing  Arts 

23  Remarks  of  Senator  Kennedy  at  the  signing  of 
the  bill  concerning  the  John  F.  Kennedy  Center 
for  the  Performing  Arts 

23  Statement  by  the  President  on  Panama  and  re- 
lated subjects 

23  Remarks  at  the  swearing  in  of  Joseph  W.  Barr  as 
member,  board  of  directors,  Federal  Deposit 
Insurance  Corporation 

23  Statement  by  the  President  announcing  the  adop- 
tion of  the  24th  amendment  to  the  Constitution 

24  Remarks  at  the  swearing  in  of  Donald  F.  Hornig 
as  Special  Assistant  to  the  President  for  Science 
and  Technology 

24  Exchange  of  messages  with  Patriarch  Athena- 
goras I 

24  Letter  accepting  resignation  of  Jerome  B.  Wiesner 
as  Special  Assistant  to  the  President  for  Science 
and  Technology 

24  Statement  by  the  President  following  Senate 
committee  action  on  the  tax  bill 

24  Final  report  of  the  President's  Advisory  Com- 
mission on  Narcotic  and  Drug  Abuse 

25  Remarks  to  a  group  of  Italian  journalists 

25  White  House  announcement  concerning  the 
Small  Business  Administration's  community  de- 
velopment lending  program 

25  Letter  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Civil  Service  Com- 
mission on  employee-management  relations 

26  White  House  announcement  of  a  new  $75  Series 
E-bond 


1964 
January 

27  Special  message  to  the  Congress  on  housing  and 
community  development 

27  Toasts  of  the  President  and  Queen  Frederika  of 
Greece 

27  White  House  announcement  of  defense  savings 
through  reduced  cost-plus  contracts 

27  Letter  to  Senate  and  House  committee  chairmen 
on  various  legislative  proposals  relating  to  trans- 
portation 

27  Annual  message  to  the  Congress  transmitting 
report  on  aeronautics  and  space  activities 

28  Remarks  on  introducing  the  Attorney  General  to 
the  press  following  his  return  from  Asia  and 
London 

28  Remarks  at  the  presentation  of  the  Presidential 
Medal  of  Freedom  posthumously  to  Herbert  H. 
Lehman 

28  Remarks  to  the  National  Planning  Committee  of 
the  Machinist's  Non-Partisan  Political  League 

28  Letter  to  Judge  Prettyman  in  response  to  report 
of  the  President's  Advisory  Commission  on  Nar- 
cotic and  Drug  Abuse 

28  Statement  by  the  President  upon  making  public 
a  report  "Family  Breadwinners — Their  Special 
Training  Needs" 

28  Statement  by  the  President  upon  agreeing  to 
serve  as  an  honorary  trustee  of  the  Eleanor 
Roosevelt  Memorial  Foundation 

28  White  House  statement  releasing  a  manpower 
survey  of  the  bituminous  coal  industry 

28  Letter  accepting  resignation  of  Arthur  Schlesinger, 
Jr.,  as  Special  Assistant  to  the  President 

29  Telephone  conversation  with  Dr.  Robert  C. 
Seamans  following  the  launching  of  a  satellite 
by  Saturn  I 

29  Statement  by  the  President  following  the  launch- 
ing of  the  first  satellite  by  Saturn  I 

29  Letter  accepting  resignation  of  C.  B.  Wilkinson 
as  the  President's  Special  Consultant  on  Physical 
Fitness 

29  Citation  commending  Eddie  Cantor  for  distin- 
guished service  to  the  Nation 

30  Remarks  upon  conferring  the  American  Heart 
Association  award  upon  Admiral  Rickover 

30  Remarks  on  the  82d  anniversary  of  the  birth  of 
Franklin  D.  Roosevelt 
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1964 

January 

30  Letter  to  the  President  of  the  Senate  and  to  the 
Speaker  of  the  House  transmitting  proposed 
amendments  to  the  Fair  Labor  Standards  Act 

30  Statement  by  the  President  on  voter  registration 
in  the  District  of  Columbia 

31  Statement  by  the  President  on  recent  advances  in 
Federal  personnel  management 

31  Statement  to  members  of  the  Business  Group  for 
Latin  America 

February 

2  White  House  announcement  of  the  President's 

acceptance  of  the  honorary  chairmanship  of  the 

Committee  To  Salvage  Talent  of  the  National 

Scholarship  Service  and  Fund  for  Negro  Students 

4  Remarks  upon  witnessing  the  certification  of  the 
24th  amendment  to  the  Constitution 

4  White  House  release  concerning  the  John  F. 
Kennedy  half  dollars 

4  Letter  to  the  President  of  the  Senate  and  to  the 
Speaker  of  the  House  concerning  Eximbank 
guarantees  for  U.S.  sales  to  Yugoslavia 

4  Letter  to  the  President  of  the  Senate  and  to  the 
Speaker  of  the  House  concerning  Eximbank 
guarantees  for  U.S.  sales  to  the  U.S.S.R.,  Bulgaria, 
Czechoslovakia,  Hungary,  Poland,  Rumania 

4  Letter  accepting  resignation  of  Timothy  J.  Rear- 
don,  Jr.,  as  Special  Assistant  to  the  President 

5  Remarks  at  the  12th  annual  presidential  prayer 
breakfast  [2  releases] 

5  Special  message  to  the  Congress  on  consumer 
interests 

5  Remarks  in  New  York  City  at  the  Joseph  P. 
Kennedy,  Jr.,  Foundation  awards  dinner 

6  Remarks  in  New  York  City  at  the  dinner  of  the 
Weizmann  Institute  of  Science  [2  releases] 

9  Statement  by  the  President  upon  making  public 
the  report  of  the  President's  Council  on  Aging 

10  Special  message  to  the  Congress  on  the  Nation's 
health 

10  Statement  by  the  President  upon  making  public 
his  report  to  the  Congress  on  communications 
satellites 

11  Remarks  upon  signing  bill  amending  the  Library 
Services  Act 

II  Remarks  to  key  officials  of  the  Internal  Revenue 
Service 


1964 
February 

12  Letter  to  Sargent  Shriver  on  his  appointment  to 
direct  the  program  to  eliminate  poverty 

12  Remarks  of  welcome  at  the  White  House  to 
Prime  Minister  Sir  Alec  Douglas-Home 

12  Remarks  at  the  Lincoln  Memorial  [2  releases] 

12  Letter  accepting  resignation  of  August  Heckscher 
as  Special  Consultant  on  the  Arts 

13  Joint  statement  following  discussions  with  the 
Prime  Minister  of  the  United  Kingdom 

13  Announcement  of  supplemental  appropriations 
request  for  the  John  F.  Kennedy  Center  for  the 
Performing  Arts 

13  Announcement  of  supplemental  appropriations 
request  for  the  District  of  Columbia 

13  Toasts  of  the  President  and  of  Prime  Minister 
Sir  Alec  Douglas-Home 

14  Remarks  at  St.  Louis  University 

14  Remarks  at  the  St.  Louis  bicentennial  dinner 
[2  releases] 

14  Announcement  of  the  presentation  of  a  painting 
by  Joshua  Meador  of  California's  Big  Sur  area 

17  Announcement  of  appointment  of  a  committee 
for  the  celebration  of  the  400th  anniversary  of 
Shakespeare's  birth 

18  Announcement  of  membership  of  a  special  com- 
mittee to  study  the  operations  of  NIH 

19  Remarks  to  a  delegation  of  students  from  Seton 
Hall  University 

19  Message  to  the  sixth  plenary  session  of  the  U.N. 
Economic  Commission  for  Africa 

21  Remarks  at  the  96th  Charter  Day  observance  of 
the  University  of  California  at  Los  Angeles 

22  Joint  statement  following  discussions  with  the 
President  of  Mexico  at  Palm  Springs,  Calif. 

22  Remarks  in  Los  Angeles  at  a  Mexican  fiesta 
given  in  his  honor  by  President  Lopez  Mateos 

25  Telegram  to  the  President,  AFL-CIO,  concern- 
ing the  union  refusal  to  load  wheat  for  Russia 

25  Letter  accepting  resignation  of  Roger  Hilsman  as 
Assistant  Secretary  of  State  for  Far  Eastern 
Affairs 

25  Letter  to  the  Chairman,  House  Ways  and  Means 
Committee,  endorsing  the  interest  equalization 
tax  on  foreign  securities 
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February 

26  Radio  and  television  remarks  upon  signing  the 
tax  bill  [2  releases] 

27  Remarks  at  the  ground-breaking  ceremony  for 
the  Florida  Cross-State  Barge  Canal  [2  releases] 

27  Remarks  at  Miami  Beach  at  a  Democratic  Party 
dinner  [2  releases] 

28  Remarks  at  the  swearing  in  of  Carl  T.  Rowan 
as  Director,  United  States  Information  Agency 

28  White  House  statement  on  the  signing  of  the 
Small  Business  Investment  Act 

March 
I  Announcement  of  plans  for  an  agency  to  make 
available  information  as  to  Federally-sponsored 
research 

1  Remarks  recorded  for  the  opening  of  the  Red 
Cross  campaign 

2  Remarks  at  the  swearing  in  of  Nicholas  Johnson 
as  Maritime  Administrator 

2  Table  showing  estimated  distribution  by  States 
of  the  reduction  in  tax  withholding 

2  Announcement  of  appointment  of  members  of 
the  Public  Advisory  Committee  for  Trade  Nego- 
tiations 

3  Remarks  to  the  winners  of  the  Federal  Woman's 
Award 

3  Announcement  of  the  President's  request  for  a 
Tariff  Commission  study  of  imports  of  unmanu- 
factured lead  and  zinc 

3  White  House  statement  on  employment  of  mem- 
bers of  minority  groups  in  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment 

4  Statement  by  the  President  following  adoption 
of  the  Security  Council  resolution  on  Cyprus 

4  Remarks  at  the  swearing  in  of  Frederick  C. 
Belen  as  Deputy  Postmaster  General  and  William 
McMillan  as  Assistant  Postmaster  General 

4  Remarks  upon  presenting  the  first  Eleanor  Roose- 
velt Memorial  Award  to  Judge  Anna  M.  Kross 
[2  releases] 

5  Announcement  of  members  of  U.S.  delegation  to 
the  inauguration  of  President  Raul  Leoni  of 
Venezuela 

6  Letter  to  Chairman  Khrushchev  on  the  situation 
in  Cyprus 

9  Remarks  upon  receiving  the  Secretary  of  Labor's 
manpower  report 


1964 
March 

9  Annual  message  to  the  Congress:  The  Manpower 
Report  of  the  President 

9  Letter  to  the  President  of  the  Senate  and  to  the 
Speaker  of  the  House  proposing  a  National  Com- 
mission on  Automation  and  Technological  Prog- 
ress 

9  White  House  statement  announcing  cutbacks  in 
Federal  civilian  employment 

1 1  Remarks  upon  signing  bill  extending  the  Federal 
Airports  Act 

12  Statement  by  the  President  upon  approving  bill 
authorizing  appropriations  for  the  Coast  Guard 

13  Remarks  upon  arrival  in  Cincinnati  after  aerial 
inspection  of  the  Ohio  River  basin  flood  [2  re- 
leases] 

15  Transcript  of  television  and  radio  interview  con- 
ducted by  representatives  of  major  broadcast 
services 

16  Special  message  to  the  Congress  proposing  a 
nationwide  war  on  the  sources  of  poverty 

16  Remarks  on  the  third  anniversary  of  the  Alliance 
for  Progress 

16  Remarks  to  the  Labor  Advisory  Council  to  the 
President's  Committee  on  Equal  Employment 
Opportunity 

16  Letter  accepting  resignation  of  Steuart  L.  Pittman 
as  Assistant  Secretary  of  Defense 

17  Letter  to  the  Speaker  urging  House  action  on 
Federal  pay  legislation 

17  White  House  statement  on  the  situation  in  South 
Viet-Nam 

17  Remarks  in  New  York  City  at  a  dinner  of  the 
Friendly  Sons  of  St.  Patrick 

1 8  Telephone  conversation  with  the  President  of  the 
National  Farmers'  Union 

18  Letter  to  Secretary  Dillon  on  the  need  for  co- 
ordinating Federal  actions  in  the  field  of  bank 
regulation 

19  Special  message  to  the  Congress  on  foreign  aid 

19  Remarks  at  the  1964  Democratic  congressional 
dinner 

19  Letter  accepting  resignation  of  Pierre  Salinger  as 
Press  Secretary  to  the  President 

19  Letter  to  the  President  of  the  Senate  and  to  the 
Speaker  of  the  House  transmitting  reports  on 
oceanographic  research 
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March 

20  Remarks  upon  signing  bill  authorizing  appro- 
priations for  defense  procurement  and  for  re- 
search and  development 

20  Letter  to  the  President  of  the  Senate  and  to  the 
Speaker  of  the  House  transmitting  report  on  the 
water  resources  program 

21  Statement  by  the  President  on  Panama 

23  Remarks  in  Atlantic  City  at  the  convention  of  the 
United  Auto  Workers  [2  releases] 

23  Letter  to  Secretary  Hodges  on  highvi^ay  safety 

23  Veto  of  bill  relating  to  a  claim  of  R.  Gordon 
Finney,  Jr.  (Congressional  Record,  Mar.  24,  1964, 
p. 5904) 

23  White  House  announcement  of  supplemental 
appropriation  requests 

24  Remarks  to  the  legislative  conference  of  the 
Building  and  Construction  Trades  Department, 
AFL-CIO  [2  releases] 

24  White  House  announcement  of  amendments  to 
the  budget  for  economic  and  military  assistance 

25  Message  to  the  U.N.  Conference  on  Trade  and 
Development 

25  Remarks  to  members  of  the  Southern  Baptists 
Christian  Leadership  Seminar 

25  Remarks  upon  accepting  the  Big  Brother  of  the 
Year  Award 

26  Letter  to  the  Speaker  reporting  on  reductions  in 
the  cost  of  operating  the  Government 

28  Statement  by  the  President  on  the  earthquake 
in  Alaska 

April 

1  Letter  to  the  President  of  the  Senate  and  to  the 
Speaker  of  the  House  proposing  a  study  of  the 
food  industry 

2  Message  to  the  new  President  of  Brazil 

3  Remarks  on  the  15th  anniversary  of  the  signing 
of  the  North  Atlantic  Treaty  [2  releases] 

3  Remarks  following  the  signing  of  a  joint  decla- 
ration with  Panama 

3  White  House  statement  concerning  the  report  to 
Congress  on  the  food  for  peace  program 

3  Message  to  the  Congress  transmitting  the  19th 
semiannual  report  under  Public  Law  480 


J964 
April 

4  White  House  announcement  of  Federal  disaster 
relief  funds  for  Alaska 

5  Statement  by  the  President  on  the  death  of  Gen- 
eral MacArthur 

7  Remarks  to  the  Cabinet  Committee  on  Export 
Expansion 

9  Statement   by   the   President   following   House 
action  on  the  wheat-cotton  and  food  stamp  bills 

9  Remarks  to  new  participants  in  "Plans  for  Prog- 
ress" equal  opportunity  agreements 

9  Statement  by  the  President  on  the  eve  of  a  na- 
tional railroad  strike 

9  Radio   and   television   statement  announcing  a 
moratorium  in  the  railroad  labor  dispute 

10  Statement  by  the  President  on  the  occasion  of 
the  beginning  of  negotiations  in  the  railroad 
dispute 

10  Remarks  at  the  opening  of  final  negotiations  in 
the  railroad  dispute 

10  Statement  by  the  President:  National  Library 
Week 

1 1  Remarks  upon  signing  the  wheat-cotton  bill 

13  Remarks  at  a  reception  for  recentiy  appointed 
women  in  Government 

14  Letter  from  the  Chairman,  Federal  Reconstruc- 
tion and  Development  Planning  Commission  for 
Alaska 

14  Remarks  of  welcome  at  the  White  House  to 
Hussein  I,  King  of  Jordan 

14  Toasts  of  the  President  and  King  Hussein  I 

14  Statement  by  the  President  on  the  death  of  Gen. 
Melvin  J.  Maas 

14  Memorandum  in  response  to  a  progress  report 
on  the  joint  financial  management  improvement 
program 

14  White  House  announcement  of  disaster  assistance 
for  Del  Norte  County,  Calif. 

15  Statement  by  the  President  following  a  meeting 
with  railroad  management  and  union  representa- 
tives 

15  Remarks  following  a  meeting  with  railroad  man- 
agement and  union  representatives 
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April 

15  Remarks  in  support  of  a  fundraising  drive  for 
a  Winston  Churchill  Memorial  Library  at  West- 
minster College,  Missouri 

15  Remarks  upon  signing  order  establishing  the 
President's  Committee  on  Manpower 

15  White  House  announcement  of  investigation  o£ 
tariff  on  cylinder,  crown,  and  sheet  glass 

15  Joint  statement  following  discussions  with  the 
King  of  Jordan 

17  Remarks  to  a  group  in  connection  with  the  Mon- 
tana territorial  centennial 

17  Remarks  to  the  President's  Commission  on  Heart 
Disease,  Cancer  and  Stroke 

17  Remarks  to  a  group  of  Argentine  Senators 

17  Remarks  at  a  reception  for  members  of  the  Amer- 
ican Society  of  Newspaper  Editors 

20  Remarks  on  foreign  affairs  at  the  Associated  Press 
luncheon  in  New  York  City  [2  releases] 

20  Remarks  at  the  swearing  in  of  Dr.  W.  Randolph 
Lovelace  as  Director  of  Space  Medicine  for  tiie 
Manned  Space  Flight 

20  Remarks  on  introducmg  Secretary  Rusk  to  the 
press  following  his  return  from  the  Far  East 

20  Message  to  the  73d  Continental  Congress  of  the 
Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution 

20  White  House  statement  following  a  review  of 
implementation  of  the  limited  test  ban  treaty 
safeguards 

21  Remarks  to  a  group  of  Treasury  Department 
ofl&cials  on  equal  employment  opportunity 

21  Remarks  to  the  members  of  the  Public  Advisory 
Committee  on  Trade  Negotiations 

21  Remarks  upon  receiving  a  citation  from  the 
Disciples  of  Christ  Historical  Society 

21  Remarks  to  a  group  of  editors  and  broadcasters 
attending  a  national  conference  on  foreign  policy 

21  Statement  by  the  President  following  the  visit  of 
Governor  Connally  of  Texas 

22  Remarks  at  the  opening  of  the  New  York  World's 
Fair  [2  releases] 

22  Remarks  at  the  United  States  Pavilion,  New  York 
World's  Fair 

22  Radio  and  television  statement  announcing  the 
settlement  of  the  railroad  dispute 


1964 
April 

23  Letter  to  the  President  of  the  Senate  and  to  the 
Speaker  of  the  House  proposing  additional  aid 
for  Alaska 

23  White  House  announcement  of  amendment  to 
appropriation  request  for  airport  construction 
and  improvement 

23  Remarks  in  Chicago  at  a  fundraising  dinner  of 
the  Democratic  Club  of  Cook  County  [2  releases] 

24  Remarks  at  the  Lulu  V.  Cline  School,  South 
Bend,  Ind. 

24  Remarks  in  Pittsburgh  to  the  League  of  Women 
Voters 

24  Remarks  in  Pittsburgh  at  the  Steelworkers  Union 
Hall 

24  Remarks  at  Mayo  State  Vocational  School,  Paints- 
ville,  Ky. 

24  Remarks  at  the  Johnson  County  Courthouse, 
Paintsville,  Ky. 

24  Remarks  at  the  airport,  Huntington,  W.  Va., 
upon  departing  for  Washington 

27  Remarks  to  the  members  of  the  U.S.  Chamber 
of  Commerce  [2  releases] 

27  White  House  statement  in  response  to  a  task 
force  report  on  the  balance  of  payments  problem 

27  Remarks  in  response  to  a  task  force  report  on  the 
balance  of  payments  problem 

27  Remarks  to  the  members  of  the  International 
Labor  Press  Association 

28  Remarks  to  the  Defense  Advisory  Committee  on 
Women  in  the  Services 

28  Remarks  on  price  stability  at  a  White  House 
dinner  for  business  leaders 

28  Letter  to  the  President  of  the  Senate  and  to  the 
Speaker  of  the  House  transmitting  the  bill  for 
the  Appalachian  Region 

28  White  House  announcement  concerning  medal- 
lion to  be  presented  to  the  Presidential  Scholars 

29  Remarks  to  a  group  of  civil  rights  leaders 

30  Remarks  at  a  meeting  of  the  President's  Com- 
mittee on  Employment  of  the  Handicapped  [2 
releases] 

30  Remarks  commemorating  the  175th  anniversary 
of  the  inauguration  of  George  Washington 

30  Remarks  to  the  1964  Campaign  Conference  for 
Democratic  Women  [2  releases] 
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1964 

May 
I  Remarks   on   opening  the    1964   savings   bond 
campaign 

1  White  House  statement  on  the  report  of  the 
Board  of  Visitors  to  the  U.S.  Naval  Academy 

2  Remarks  to  the  Cabinet  reporting  improvements 
in  the  management  of  the  executive  branch 

2  Remarks  to  the  press  follovi^ing  a  Cabinet  meet- 
ing on  management  of  the  executive  branch 

4  Letter  requesting  a  study  of  the  Alaskan  earth- 
quake by  the  Special  Assistant  to  the  President 
for  Science  and  Technology 

4  Remarks  upon  presenting  the  National  Teacher 
of  the  Year  avi^ard  to  Mrs.  Lawana  Trout 

4  Remarks  upon  presenting  the  Federal  Aviation 
Agency  award  to  Mrs.  Jerrie  Mock 

4  Remarks  at  a  White  House  dinner  for  labor 
leaders 

5  Remarks  at  the  opening  of  the  fundraising  cam- 
paign of  the  National  Multiple  Sclerosis  Society 

5  Remarks  to  a  group  of  foreign  students 

6  Remarks  at  the  20th  Washington  Conference  of 
the  Advertising  Council  [2  releases] 

6  Remarks  upon  presenting  the  Young  American 
Medals 

6  Remarks  upon  presenting  the  School  Safety 
Patrol  Lifesaving  Avirards 

6  Greetings  telephoned  to  President  Truman  on  the 
occasion  of  his  8oth  birthday 

6  Letter  to  Senator  Anderson  in  response  to  re- 
ports of  the  Federal  Reconstruction  and  Develop- 
ment Planning  Commission  for  Alaska 

7  Remarks  at  Fort  Hill  High  School  Stadium, 
Cumberland,  Md. 

7  Remarks  at  City  Hall,  Cumberland,  Md.  [2 
releases] 

7  Remarks  upon  arrival  at  Lockbourne  Air  Force 
Base,  Ohio 

7  Remarks  at  the  University  of  Ohio  [2  releases] 

7  Remarks  upon  arrival  at  the  airport,  Knoxville, 
Tenn. 


7  Remarks  at  the  Coliseum,  Knoxville,  Tenn.  [2 
releases] 


1964 
May 

7  Remarks  upon  arrival  at  Seymour -Johnson  Air 
Force  Base,  Goldsboro,  N.C. 

7  Remarks  in  the  City  Hall,  Rocky  Mount,  N.C. 

7  Remarks  outside  City  Hall,  Rocky  Mount,  N.C. 
[2  releases] 

7  Remarks  at  the  Air  Force  Base  in  Goldsboro 
upon  departing  for  Atlanta 

8  Remarks  in  Atlanta  at  a  breakfast  of  the  Georgia 
Legislature  [2  releases] 

8  Remarks  upon  arrival  at  the  airport,  Gainesville, 
Ga. 

8  Remarks  in  Franklin  D.  Roosevelt  Square, 
Gainesville,  Ga.  [2  releases] 

8  Remarks  honoring  J.  Edgar  Hoover  on  his  40th 
anniversary  as  Director,  Federal  Bureau  of  Inves- 
tigation 

9  Remarks  in  New  York  City  before  the  50th 
anniversary  convention  of  the  Amalgamated 
Clothing  Workers  [2  releases] 

9  Remarks  at  the  dedication  of  the  Venezuelan 
Pavilion,  New  York  World's  Fair  [2  releases] 

9  Remarks  at  the  dedication  of  the  John  F.  Ken- 
nedy Cultural  Center  at  Mitchel  Field,  New  York 
[2  releases] 

10  Remarks  in  Atlantic  City  at  a  dinner  of  the  New 
Jersey  State  Democratic  Committee  [2  releases] 

1 1  Remarks  at  the  presentation  of  the  William  Ran- 
dolph Hearst  Foundation  journalism  awards 

11  Remarks  to  the  ambassadors  of  nations  partici- 
pating in  the  Alliance  for  Progress  [2  releases] 

12  Remarks  upon  signing  the  pesticide  control  bill 

12  Remarks  at  a  meeting  of  the  President's  Com- 
mittee on  Equal  Employment  Opportunity  [2 
releases] 

12  Remarks  upon  accepting  honorary  membership 
in  the  National  Forensic  League 

12  Remarks  to  the  Newspaper  Farm  Editors  Asso- 
ciation 

13  Memorandum  on  employment  of  handicapped 
persons  by  the  Federal  Government 

13  Statement  by  the  President  following  House 
action  on  the  International  Development  Asso- 
ciation bill 

16  Remarks  to  a  group  of  Peace  Corps  volunteers 
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May 

18  White  House  release  concerning  forthcoming 
visit  of  the  King  of  Burundi 

18  White  House  announcement  of  a  further  reduc- 
tion in  Federal  employment  ceilings 

18  Special  message  to  the  Congress  transmitting  re- 
quest for  additional  funds  for  Viet-Nam 

18  Toasts  of  the  President  and  Mayor  Willy  Brandt 
of  Berlin 

18  Remarks  upon  presenting  "E"  Awards  for  sig- 
nificant contributions  to  the  export  expansion 
program 

20  Remarks  at  the  presentation  of  the  President's 
Safety  ^wards 

20  Remarks  to  members  of  the  Cooperative  League 
of  the  U.S.A. 

20  Statement  by  the  President  upon  signing  bill 
relating  to  fishing  in  U.S.  territorial  v^^aters 

20  White  House  announcement  of  forthcoming  mis- 
sion to  Moscow  by  Dr.  Jerome  B.  Wiesner 

20  Letter  to  the  Under  Secretary  of  the  Navy  con- 
cerning the  showing  of  a  national  anthem  trailer 
film 

21  Statement  by  the  President  in  response  to  a  re- 
port on  the  supersonic  transport  program 

21  White  House  announcement  of  special  Presi- 
dential citations  for  significant  improvements  in 
Government  operations 

22  Remarks  upon  arrival  at  Metropolitan  Airport 
in  Detroit 

22  Remarks  at  the  University  of  Michigan  [2 
releases] 

22  Letter  accepting  resignation  of  Mortimer  M. 
Caplin  as  Commissioner  of  Internal  Revenue 

22  White  House  release  concerning  revised  budget 
receipts  and  expenditures 

23  Remarks  upon  arrival  at  the  airport,  Roanoke, 
Va. 

23  Remarks  in  Lexington,  Va.,  at  the  dedication  of 
the  George  C.  Marshall  Research  Library  [2  re- 
leases] 

25  White  House  release  concerning  U.S.  participa- 
tion in  the  D-day  ceremonies  in  France 

25  Remarks  at  the  swearing  in  of  Mrs.  Virginia 
Brown  as  Interstate  Commerce  Commissioner 


1964 
May 

26  Remarks  upon  signing  the  International  Devel- 
opment Association  bill 

26  Remarks  upon  presenting  the  Small  Businessman 
of  the  Year  Award 

26  Remarks  at  the  "Salute  to  President  Johnson" 
dinner 

26  White  House  announcement  of  decrease  in  ap- 
propriation request  for  the  Internal  Revenue 
Service 

27  Remarks  of  welcome  at  the  White  House  to 
President  de  Valera  of  Ireland 

27  Statement  by  the  President  on  the  U.S.-Soviet 
consular  convention 

27  Toasts  of  the  President  and  President  de  Valera 

27  Letter  to  the  President  of  India  on  the  death  of 
Prime  Minister  Nehru 

27  Letter  to  the  President  of  the  Senate  and  to  the 
Speaker  of  the  House  on  the  need  for  additional 
Alaskan  reconstruction  legislation 

27  Message  to  the  President  of  the  Iran-America 
Society 

28  Remarks  in  tribute  to  President  Kennedy  at  a 
joint  meeting  of  the  Cabinet  and  the  National 
Security  Council 

28  Response  of  Secretary  Dillon  to  the  President's 
tribute   to   the  memory  of  President   Kennedy 

28  Statement  by  the  President  upon  signing  bill 
providing  aid  for  Alaska 

28  White  House  announcement  of  forthcoming 
meeting  in  Honolulu  on  southeast  Asia 

28  Remarks  in  New  York  City  at  the  Young  Demo- 
crats fundraising  dinner  [2  releases] 

28  Remarks  in  Madison  Square  Garden  at  a  New 
York  Democratic  gala  [2  releases]   . 

29  Remarks  in  Texas  to  the  graduating  class  of  the 
Johnson  City  High  School  [2  releases] 

29  Remarks  upon  receiving  a  gift  at  the  graduation 
exercises  at  the  Johnson  City  High  School 

30  Commencement  address  at  the  University  of 
Texas  [2  releases] 

30  Message  to  President  de  Valera 

31  White  House  release  concerning  the  report  of  the 
Council  on  Pennsylvania  Avenue 
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June 
I  Remarks   of  welcome  at  the  White  House   to 
Prime  Minister  Eshkol  of  Israel 

1  Toasts  of  the  President  and  Prime  Minister  Eshkol 

2  Joint  statement  following  discussions  with  the 
Prime  Minister  of  Israel 

3  White  House  announcement  of  names  of  the 
Presidential  Scholars 

3  Message  to  the  new  Prime  Minister  of  India 

3  Commencement  address  in  New  London  at  the 
United  States  Coast  Guard  Academy  [2  releases] 

3  Remarks  upon  receiving  a  gift  from  the  gradu- 
ating class  of  the  Coast  Guard  Academy 

3  Remarks  at  the  keel -laying  of  the  submarine 
Fargo,  Groton,  Conn.  [2  releases] 

3  Remarks  to  members  of  the  delegation  to  the 
D-day  ceremonies 

5  Toasts  of  the  President  and  the  Shah  of  Iran 

5  Statement  by  the  President  on  the  decline  in 
unemployment 

6  Remarks  in  New  York  City  to  members  of  the 
ILGWU  at  the  entrance  to  the  High  School  of 
Fashion  Industry 

6  Remarks  in  New  York  City  upon  unveiling  a 
plaque  in  honor  of  the  50th  anniversary  of  the 
ILGWU  Health  Center  [2  releases] 

6  Remarks  in  New  York  City  to  members  of  the 
International  Ladies  Garment  Workers  Union 
[2  releases] 

6  Remarks  at  the  Gallaudet  College  centennial 
banquet  [2  releases] 

7  White  House  announcement  concerning  recip- 
ients of  the  President's  Award  for  Distinguished 
Federal  Civilian  Service 

8  Remarks  upon  arrival  at  the  Philadelphia  Inter- 
national Airport 

8  Address  at  the  centennial  commencement  of 
Swarthmore  College  [2  releases] 

8  Message  to  Mrs.  Oveta  Culp  Hobby  on  the  death 
of  former  Governor  William  P.  Hobby  of  Texas 

9  Remarks  at  the  first  meeting  of  the  United 
States-Puerto  Rico  Commission  on  the  Status  of 
Puerto  Rico 

9  Toasts  of  the  President  and  Prime  Minister  Krag 
of  Denmark 


1964 
June 

9  Statement  by  the  President  on  the  Geneva  dis- 
armament conference 

10  Commencement  address  at  Holy  Cross  College 
[2  releases] 

10  Remarks  upon  presenting  the  first  Presidential 
Scholars  awards  [2  releases] 

1 1  Remarks  to  delegates  to  the  equal  pay  conference 
[2  releases] 

12  Toasts  of  the  President  and  Chancellor  Erhard 

12  Joint  statement  following  discussions  with  Chan- 
cellor Erhard  of  Germany 

12  Statement  by  the  President  on  the  need  for  ex- 
cellence in  athletic  achievements 

15  Remarks  to  members  of  the  International  Ex- 
ecutive Service  Corps 

15  Remarks  on  mental  retardation  to  a  group  from 
the  Joseph  P.  Kennedy,  Jr.,  Foundation 

15  Letter  to  the  President  of  the  Senate  and  to  the 
Speaker  of  the  House  concerning  Eximbank 
guarantees  for  U.S.  sales  to  Rumania 

16  Statement  by  the  President  on  the  Nation's  con- 
tinued economic  growth 

17  White  House  announcement  of  forthcoming 
ceremony  opening  the  first  telephone  cable  to 
Japan 

17  Remarks  upon  arrival  at  the  airport  in  Cleveland 

17  Remarks  in  Cleveland  at  the  convention  of  the 
Communications  Workers  of  America  [2 
releases] 

18  Telephone  remarks  with  Prime  Minister  Ikeda  of 
Japan  inaugurating  the  trans-Pacific  cable 

19  Remarks  upon  arrival  at  Edwards  Air  Force  Base, 
Calif.  [2  releases] 

19  Remarks  in  Concord,  Calif.,  at  the  ground 
breaking  for  the  San  Francisco  Bay  Area  rapid 
transit  test  track  [2  releases] 

19  Remarks  in  San  Francisco  at  the  dedication  of 
the  Federal  Building  [2  releases] 

19  Statement  by  the  President  following  Senate  pas- 
sage of  the  civil  rights  bill 

19  Remarks  in  San  Francisco  at  a  Democratic  fund- 
raising  dinner  [2  releases] 

20  Remarks  at  the  dedication  of  a  new  University 
of  California  campus  in  Irvine  [2  releases] 
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1964 

June 

20  Remarks  in  Los  Angeles  at  a  Democratic  fund- 
raising  dinner  [2  releases] 

21  White  House  announcement  of  forthcoming  visit 
of  Prime  Minister  Moro  of  Italy 

22  Remarks  of  welcome  at  the  White  House  to 
Prime  Minister  Inonu  of  Turkey 

22  Remarks  upon  presenting  the  President's  Awards 
for  Distinguished  Federal  Civilian  Service 

22  Toasts  of  the  President  and  Prime  Minister  Inonu 
of  Turkey 

22  Statement  by  the  President  on  the  20th  anni- 
versary of  the  GI  bill  of  rights 

23  Remarks  to  the  President's  Conference  on  Oc- 
cupational Safety 

23  Remarks  on  the  transfer  to  New  Jersey  of  lands 
for  the  Sandy  Hook  State  Park 

23  Joint  statement  following  discussions  with  the 
Prime  Minister  of  Turkey 

23  White  House  announcement  of  Tariff  Commis- 
sion investigation  of  imports  of  stainless  steel 
flatware 

24  Remarks  of  welcome  at  the  White  House  to 
Prime  Minister  Papandreou  of  Greece 

24  Remarks  upon  presenting  the  Distinguished 
Service  Medal  to  General  Harkins 

24  Toasts  of  the  President  and  Prime  Minister  Men- 
zies  of  Australia 

25  Remarks  on  the  proposed  Redwoods  National 
Park  in  northern  California 

25  Statement  by  the  President  on  the  White  House 
seminars  for  college  students 

25  Joint  statement  following  discussions  with  the 
Prime  Minister  of  Greece 

26  Statement  by  the  President  announcing  plans  to 
build  a  destroyer  tender  to  be  named  after 
Samuel  Gompers 

26  Remarks  at  a  fundraising  dinner  in  Detroit 
[2  releases] 

27  Remarks  upon  arrival  at  the  Minneapolis -St. 
Paul  International  Airport 

27  Remarks  in  St.  Paul  at  the  Minnesota  State 
Democratic-Farmer-Labor  Party  convention  [2 
releases] 


1964 
June 

27  Remarks  at  a  fundraising  dinner  in  Minneapolis 
[2  releases] 

28  Remarks  at  the  annual  Swedish  Day  picnic, 
Minnehaha  Park,  Minneapolis  [2  releases] 

29  Remarks  upon  introducing  Henry  Cabot  Lodge 
to  the  press  upon  his  return  from  Viet-Nam 

29  Remarks  at  the  swearing  in  of  Dr.  Mary  I. 
Bunting  as  a  member  of  the  Atomic  Energy 
Commission 

30  Remarks  of  welcome  at  the  White  House  to 
President  Orlich  of  Costa  Rica 

30  Special  message  to  the  Congress  transmitting 
agreement  on  exchange  of  atomic  information 
with  NATO  and  member  nations 

30  Memorandum  approving  agreement  on  exchange 
of  atomic  information  with  NATO  and  member 
nations 

30  Toasts  of  the  President  and  President  Orlich  of 
Costa  Rica 

July 

1  Remarks  at  the  swearing  in  of  John  T.  Mc- 
Naughton,  Daniel  Luevano,  Solis  Horwitz,  and 
Robert  W.  Morse  as  key  officials  in  the  Depart- 
ment of  Defense 

2  Joint  statement  following  discussions  with  the 
President  of  Costa  Rica 

2  Remarks  upon  signing  bill  broadening  the  pre- 
vailing wage  section  of  the  Davis-Bacon  Act 

2  Remarks  at  the  swearing  in  of  General  Taylor 
as  Ambassador  to  Viet-Nam 

2  Radio  and  television  remarks  upon  signing  the 
civil  rights  bill  [2  releases] 

4  Statement  upon  making  public  the  names  of  the 
1964  recipients  of  the  Presidential  Medal  of 
Freedom 

7  Remarks  to  the  members  of  the  President's  Com- 
mittee on  Equal  Employment  Opportunity  upon 
receiving  their  report 

7  White  House  statement  on  the  President's  re- 
sponse to  the  report  of  the  President's  Committee 
on  Equal  Employment  Opportunity 

7  Telephone  remarks  on  the  occasion  of  the  keel 
laying  of  the  U.S.S.  Vallejo 

8  Statement  by  the  President  on  the  death  of  Roy 
E.  Davidson 
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1964 

July 
8  Statement  by  the  President  on  New  York  City's 
mobilization  for  youth  program 

8  Remarks  at  a  meeting  with  United  States  attor- 
neys [2  releases] 

9  Remarks  upon  signing  the  Urban  Mass  Trans- 
portation Act 

10  Remarks  upon  presenting  the  Distinguished 
Service  Medal  to  Admiral  Felt 

10  Statement  by  the  President:  Mid -Year  Review  of 
the  Economy 

10  Statement  by  the  President  following  completion 
of  House  action  on  the  appropriation  bills 

10  Statement  by  the  President  on  the  auto  negotia- 
tions 

12  Letter  to  Dr.  Killian  in  response  to  report: 
"Toward  Better  Utilization  of  Scientific  and 
Engineering  Talent" 

12  Statement  by  the  President  upon  accepting  report 
of  the  Committee  on  Public  Higher  Education  in 
the  District  of  Columbia 

13  White  House  announcement  concerning  Defense 
Cost  Reduction  Week 

15  Statement  by  the  President  on  narcotic  and  drug 
abuse 

16  List  of  representatives  to  U.S.-U.S.S.R.  meetings 
on  methods  of  desalting  sea  water 

16  White  House  statement  following  U.S.-U.S.S.R. 
meeting  on  methods  of  desalting  sea  water 

17  Statement  by  the  President  on  the  second  quarter 
advance  in  gross  national  product  and  income 

17  Message  to  President  Nasser  extending  greetings 
to  the  conference  of  African  heads  of  state 

17  Statement  by  the  President  upon  signing  the 
Water  Resources  Research  Act 

18  Statement  by  the  President  on  the  U.S.  economy 

18  Statement  by  the  President  reviewing  the  Gov- 
ernment's record  during  fiscal  year  1964 

18  White  House  announcement  of  underground 
nuclear  test  conducted  by  the  United  States  and 
the  United  Kingdom 

20  Toast  of  the  President  at  a  luncheon  for  Prime 
Minister  Holyoake  of  New  Zealand 

20  Remarks  to  the  American  Field  Service  students 
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1964 
July 

20  Letter  to  the  Speaker  transmitting  supplemental 
appropriations  request  for  civil  rights 

21  Remarks  at  the  Defense  Department  Cost  Reduc- 
tion Week  ceremony 

21  Statement  by  the  President  on  the  riots  in  New 
York  City 

22  Remarks  at  the  swearing  in  of  George  H.  Hearn 
as  a  member  of  the  Federal  Maritime  Commis- 


22  Remarks  of  welcome  at  the  White  House  to 
Prime  Minister  Rahman  of  Malaysia 

22  Toasts  of  the  President  and  Prime  Minister  Rah- 
man 

22  White  House  release  concerning  the  arrange- 
ments for  new  satellite  communications  to  cover 
the  1964  Olympic  Games  in  Tokyo 

23  Remarks  at  a  luncheon  for  a  group  of  business- 
men 

23  Remarks  in  Valley  Forge  at  the  Boy  Scout  jam- 
boree [2  releases] 

23  Joint  statement  following  discussions  with  the 
Prime  Minister  of  Malaysia 

24  Remarks  of  farewell  to  General  Prapass  Charu- 
sathiara  of  Thailand 

24  Remarks  at  a  reception  for  a  group  of  labor 
leaders 

25  Table  indicating  10  key  economic  gains 

25  Table  listing  Presidents  and  recessions  since  1837 

27  Remarks  of  welcome  at  the  White  House  to 
President  Tsiranana  of  the  Malagasy  Republic 

27  Toasts  of  the  President  and  President  Tsiranana 

27  White  House  statement  on  the  desalting  of  sea 
water 

27  White  House  release  concerning  forthcoming 
visit  of  U  Thant 

28  Remarks  upon  signing  bill  authorizing  grants  for 
the  collection  and  publication  of  historical  docu- 
mentary source  material 

28  Remarks  to  the  delegates  to  the  conference  on 
international  rural  development 

28  Joint  statement  following  discussions  with  the 
President  of  Malagasy 

29  Remarks  to  the  members  of  the  National  Agri- 
cultural Advisory  Commission 
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1964 

July 

29  Statement  by  the  President  on  announcing  a 
White  House  meeting  of  the  presidents  of  State 
universities 

30  Remarks  upon  presenting  the  Distinguished 
Service  Medal  to  General  McKee 

30  Remarks  to  a  group  of  State  and  local  school 
officials 

30  Statement  by  the  President  relating  to  the  selec- 
tion of  a  vice  presidential  candidate 

30  Statement  by  the  President  follov^^ing  an  agree- 
ment by  certain  civil  rights  leaders 

30  Statement  by  the  President  on  the  anniversary 
of  the  Nuclear  Test  Ban  Treaty 

30  Statement  by  the  President  follovi^ing  the  OAS 
decision  on  Cuban  aggression  against  Venezuela 

30  Statement  by  the  President  on  the  reduction  of 
civilian  employment  in  the  Department  of 
Defense 

30  Statement  by  the  President  on  receiving  a  prog- 
ress report  of  the  Council  on  Physical  Fitness 

31  Remarks  upon  signing  a  proclamation  to  com- 
memorate the  20th  anniversary  of  the  Warsaw 
uprising 

31  Statement  by  the  President  upon  the  successful 
flight  of  Ranger  VII 

August 
I  Remarks  following  a  briefing  with  space  scien- 
tists on  the  successful  flight  to  the  moon 

I  Statement  by  the  President  in  response  to  a 
request  for  mediation  in  the  shipping  industry 
negotiations 

1  Letter  to  Manlio  Brosio  on  his  appointment  as 
Secretary  General  of  NATO 

2  White  House  statement  on  U.S.  participation  in 
the  International  Hydrological  Decade 

3  Remarks  to  foreign  language  newspaper  pub- 
lishers on  their  role  in  building  American  unity 

3  Statement  by  the  President  upon  instructing  the 
Navy  to  take  retaliatory  action  in  the  Gulf  of 
Tonkin 

4  Radio  and  television  report  to  the  American 
people  following  renewed  aggression  in  the  Gulf 
of  Tonkin 

5  Remarks  at  Syracuse  University  on  the  Commu- 
nist challenge  in  southeast  Asia  [2  releases] 


1964 
August 

5  Special  message  to  the  Congress  on  U.S.  policy 
in  southeast  Asia 

6  Remarks  of  welcome  at  the  White  House  to  the 
Secretary  General  of  the  United  Nations 

6  Toasts  of  the  President  and  Secretary  General 
U  Thant 

6  Veto  of  bill  for  the  relief  of  Anthony  F.  Bernardo 
and  Ambrose  A.  Cerrito  (Congressional  Record, 
August  6, 1964,  p.  17748) 

8  Statement  by  the  President  following  House 
action  on  the  economic  opportunity  bill 

10  Remarks  at  a  luncheon  for  businessmen 

10  Remarks  upon  signing  joint  resolution  for  the 
maintenance  of  peace  and  security  in  southeast 
Asia  [2  releases] 

11  Remarks  at  a  ceremony  marking  the  issuance  of 
the  "register  and  vote"  stamp  [2  releases] 

1 1  White  House  statement  in  response  to  a  report  on 
improving  passenger  transportation  in  the 
Boston-Washington  corridor 

II  White  House  announcement  of  supplemental 
appropriations  request  for  the  Department  of 
Health,  Education,  and  Welfare 

II  Veto  of  bill  for  the  relief  of  Catalina  Properties, 
Inc.  (Congressional  Record,  August  12,  1964,  p. 
18574) 

11  Remarks  to  members  of  the  National  Association 
of  Counties  [2  releases] 

12  Remarks  upon  signing  the  military  pay  bill  [2 
releases] 

12  Remarks  in  New  York  City  before  the  American 
Bar  Association  [2  releases] 

12  White  House  announcement  of  the  forthcoming 
Roosevelt-Campobello  International  Park  cere- 
monies 

12  White  House  release  concerning  supplemental 
appropriations  request  for  various  agencies 

12  Letter  to  the  Speaker  transmitting  appropriations 
request  for  activities  authorized  by  the  Economic 
Opportunity  Act 

13  Remarks  upon  signing  the  highway  bill 

13  Remarks  at  a  luncheon  for  a  group  of  State 
university  presidents  [2  releases] 

14  Remarks  upon  signing  the  Government  employ- 
ees pay  raise  bill 
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1964 

August 

14  Remarks  by  telephone  on  the  occasion  of  the 
commissioning  of  the  U.S.S.  Casimir  Pulaski 

14  White  House  release  concerning  supplemental 
appropriations  request  for  the  food  stamp  pro- 
gram 

14  White  House  release  concerning  supplemental 
appropriations  request  for  the  Department  of 
Health,  Education,  and  Welfare  (Office  of  Edu- 
cation) 

14  White  House  release  concerning  supplemental 
appropriations  request  for  the  Department  of 
Health,  Education,  and  Welfare  and  the  Selec- 
tive Service  System 

14  White  House  release  concerning  supplemental 
appropriations  request  for  the  Housing  and 
Home  Finance  Agency 

14  White  House  release  concerning  supplemental 
appropriations  request  for  the  Department  of  the 
Interior 

14  White  House  release  concerning  supplemental 
appropriations  request  for  the  Public  Land  Re- 
view Commission 

15  Statement  by  the  President  concerning  the  de- 
velopment of  a  counter-insurgency  aircraft 

17  Remarks  to  members  of  the  Communications 
Satellite  Corporation  Board 

17  Statement  by  the  President  upon  sending  copies 
of  the  moon  photographs  to  leaders  of  no  nations 

17  Statement  by  the  President  upon  issuing  memo- 
randum on  the  staffing  of  international  organiza- 
tions 

18  Remarks  upon  signing  bill  extending  the  Hill- 
Burton  Act  [2  releases] 

18  Remarks  to  members  of  the  National  Citizens 
Committee  for  Community  Relations  [2  releases] 

18  Remarks  to  the  United  States  Marshals  [2  re- 
leases] 

18  Letter  to  the  Speaker  in  support  of  the  establish- 
ment of  a  National  Council  on  the  Arts 

19  Remarks  upon  signing  bill  creating  the  National 
Commission  on  Technology,  Automation,  and 
Economic  Progress 

19  Remarks  to  the  White  House  seminar  students 
[2  releases] 

19  Approval  of  recommendations  as  to  radiation 
protection  for  Federal  agencies 


1964 
August 

19  Remarks  at  the  President's  Salute  to  the  Congress 
[2  releases] 

20  Remarks  upon  signing  the  Economic  Opportunity 
Act 

20  Special  message  to  the  Congress  on  U.S.  partici- 
pation in  the  United  Nations 

20  Remarks  upon  signing  bill  amending  Securities 
and  Exchange  Act 

20  Remarks  at  a  reception  for  small  businessmen 

20  Statement  by  the  President  on  the  agreements  for 
the  establishment  of  a  global  communications 
satellite  system 

21  Remarks  at  the  convocation  of  the  National  War 
College  and  the  Industrial  College  of  the  Armed 
Forces  [2  releases] 

21  Statement  by  the  President  on  the  fifth  anniver- 
sary of  the  statehood  for  Hawaii 

22  Remarks  upon  awarding  the  Silver  Star  posthu- 
mously to  Sgt.  Harry  A.  Walling 

22  List  of  Democratic  Governors  to  meet  with  the 
President 

22  Remarks  to  a  group  of  Democratic  Governors 

22  Letter  to  the  Attorney  General  on  a  program  to 
combat  juvenile  delinquency  in  the  District  of 
Columbia 

22  Figures  on  new  durable  goods  ownership 

24  White  House  release  on  management  improve- 
ment in  the  Federal  Government 

24  Memorandum  of  disapproval  of  bill  for  the  relief 
of  the  estate  of  Eileen  G.  Foster 

25  White  House  statement  on  the  labor  dispute  in- 
volving the  non-operating  railroad  unions 

26  Remarks  upon  signing  bill  permitting  private 
ownership  of  nuclear  materials 

26  The  President's  medical  report 

26  Remarks  before  the  National  Convention  upon 
recommending  the  nomination  of  Hubert  Hum- 
phrey as  Vice  President 

27  Remarks  before  the  National  Convention  upon 
accepting  the  nomination  [2  releases] 

28  Remarks  in  Atiantic  City  before  the  Democratic 
National  Committee 
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1964 

August 

28  Telephone  remarks  opening  the  "Parade  of  Prog- 
ress" in  Cleveland 

29  Remarks  at  a  barbecue  in  Stonewall,  Tex. 

30  Filmed  remarks  to  delegates  of  the  third  inter- 
national conference  on  the  peaceful  uses  of 
atomic  energy 

31  Remarks  upon  signing  the  Food  Stamp  Act 

31  Telephone  remarks  to  the  convention  of  the 
plasterers*  union 

September 
I  Remarks  to  the  general  board  of  the  AFL-CIO 

1  Veto  of  bill  for  the  relief  of  Wetsel-Oviatt  Lum- 
ber Co.,  Inc.,  Omo  Ranch,  El  Dorado  County, 
Calif.  (Congressional  Record,  September  2,  1964, 
p. 20755) 

2  Remarks  upon  signing  the  Housing  Act 

2  Remarks  at  the  svi^earing  in  of  Dr.  Otto  Eckstein 
as  a  member  of  the  Council  of  Economic  Advisers 

2  Special  message  to  the  Congress  transmitting  re- 
port on  U.S.  policy  and  international  cooperation 
in  Antarctica 

2  Statement  by  the  President  following  Senate  pas- 
sage of  the  medicare  bill 

2  Statement  by  the  President  on  the  death  of  Ser- 
geant York 

3  Remarks  upon  signing  the  wilderness  bill  and  the 
land  and  water  conservation  fund  bill 

3  Remarks  to  members  of  the  National  Independ- 
ent Committee  for  Johnson  and  Humphrey 

3  Letter  from  the  Attorney  General  transmitting 
his  resignation 

3  Letter  accepting  resignation  of  Robert  F.  Ken- 
nedy as  Attorney  General 

4  Remarks  upon  signing  the  Nurse  Training  Act 
of  1964 

4  Statement  by  the  President:  Labor  Day 

4  Statement  by  the  President  on  the  North  Pacific 
fisheries  negotiations 

5  Statement  by  the  President  announcing  the  new 
Polaris  A-3  missile 

5  Statement  by  the  President  announcing  the  de- 
velopment of  a  long-lived  nuclear  reactor 


1964 
September 

5  Exchange  of  messages  with  the  President  of 
Brazil 

7  Remarks  in  Cadillac  Square,  Detroit  [2  releases] 

8  White  House  announcement  of  members  of  dele- 
gation to  the  wedding  of  King  Constantine  of 
Greece  and  Princess  Anne-Marie  of  Denmark 

9  White  House  announcement  of  disaster  relief  for 
Florida  following  Hurricane  Cleo 

9  Message  to  the  President  of  Finland  on  the  death 
of  Ambassador  Sakari  Tuomioja 

10  White  House  release  on  the  report  of  the  Board 
of  Visitors  to  the  U.S.  Military  Academy 

10  White  House  release  on  the  report  of  the  Board 
of  Visitors  to  the  U.S.  Air  Force  Academy 

10  Statement  by  the  President  in  response  to  report 
of  the  President's  Committee  for  Traffic  Safety 

10  Remarks  in  Harrisburg  at  a  dinner  sponsored  by 
the  Pennsylvania  State  Democratic  Committee 
[2  releases] 

12  Letter  accepting  resignation  of  Sidney  R.  Yates 
as  U.S.  Representative,  Trusteeship  Council  of 
the  United  Nations 

12  Statement  by  the  President  following  inspection 
of  hurricane  damage  in  Florida  and  Georgia 

14  White  House  announcement  of  recipients  and 
citations  for  the  Presidential  Medal  of  Freedom 
awards 

14  Remarks  at  the  presentation  of  the  1964  Presi- 
dential Medal  of  Freedom  Awards 

14  Remarks  upon  presenting  the  Harmon  interna- 
tional aviation  trophies 

14  Remarks  to  representatives  of  "Rural  America 
for  Johnson-Humphrey" 

15  Remarks  at  the  convention  of  the  International 
Association  of  Machinists,  Miami  Beach,  Fla. 

15  Remarks  after  inspecting  space  facilities  at  Cape 
Kennedy 

1 6  Remarks  upon  arriving  at  Malmstrom  Air  Force 
Base,  Great  Falls,  Mont.  [2  releases] 

16  Remarks  of  welcome  at  Malmstrom  Air  Force 
Base  to  Prime  Minister  Pearson  of  Canada  [2 
releases] 

16  The  President's  response  to  remarks  of  welcome 
by  Prime  Minister  Pearson  at  Vancouver  Inter- 
national Airport,  British  Columbia  [2  releases] 
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September 

16  Remarks    with    Prime   Minister   Pearson   upon 

proclaiming    the    Columbia    River    Treaty    [2 

releases] 

16  Remarks  in  Seattle  on  the  control  of  nuclear 
weapons  [2  releases] 

17  Remarks  in  Sacramento  on  the  steps  of  the  State 
land  saluting  the  Northwest-Southwest  power 
transmission  intertie  [2  releases] 

17  Remarks  in  Sacramento  on  the  steps  of  the  State 
Capitol  [2  releases] 

17  Statement  by  the  President  on  reviewing  Cali- 
fornia's plans  under  the  Economic  Opportunity 
Act 

18  Remarks  to  the  President's  Advisory  Council  on 
Federal  Reports  [2  releases] 

18  Remarks  to  members  of  the  NATO  parliamen- 
tarians conference 

18  Remarks  on  immigration  policy  to  a  group  inter- 
ested in  the  Verrazano-Narrows  Bridge  com- 
memorative stamp 

19  Statement  by  the  President  upon  the  death  of 
Professor  J.  Frank  Dobie 

20  Message  to  Prime  Minister  Olivier  on  the  occa- 
sion of  the  independence  of  Malta 

20  Remarks  at  the  dedication  of  the  Morgantown, 
W.  Va.,  Airport  [2  releases] 

21  Remarks  to  a  group  of  representatives  of  frater- 
nal organizations 

21  White  House  release  concerning  the  20th  semi- 
annual report  under  the  Agricultural  Trade  De- 
velopment and  Assistance  Act 

22  Remarks  in  Atlantic  City  at  the  convention  of 
the  United  Steel  workers  of  America  [2  releases] 

22  White  House  statement  on  the  work  of  the  Pres- 
ident's Commission  on  Heart  Disease,  Cancer 
and  Stroke 

22  White  House  announcement  of  appropriation  re- 
quest for  carrying  out  the  Farm  Labor  Contrac- 
tor Registration  Act 

23  Excerpts  from  remarks  at  a  meeting  with  the 
new  panel  of  consultants  on  peace  and  national 
security 

23  Remarks  to  the  annual  convention  of  the  Inter- 
national Union  of  Electrical  Workers  [2  releases] 

23  Message  to  the  Congress  transmitting  Eighth 
Annual  Report  on  the  Trade  Agreements  Pro- 
gram 


1964 
September 

23  White  House  announcement  of  appropriations 
requests  for  the  Small  Business  Administration 
and  for  improvement  of  vocational  education 

24  Remarks  upon  presenting  the  Collier  Trophy  in 
aeronautics  to  Clarence  L.  Johnson 

24  Statement  by  the  President  upon  approving  bill 
providing  for  a  site  study  for  a  new  interoceanic 
canal 

24  Letter  to  the  Chief  Justice  upon  receipt  of  the 
Warren  Commission  report 

24  White  House  announcement  of  appropriation  re- 
quest for  the  work  of  the  Alaska  Centennial 
Commission 

24  White  House  announcement  of  appropriation 
request  to  cover  U.S.  participation  in  joint  flood 
control  projects  with  Mexico 

25  Remarks  in  El  Paso  at  a  ceremony  marking  the 
settlement  of  the  Chamizal  dispute  [2  releases] 

25  Remarks  in  Oklahoma  at  the  dedication  of  the 
Eufaula  Dam  [2  releases] 

25  Remarks  in  Oklahoma  City  at  the  opening  of 
the  State  Fair  [2  releases] 

25  Remarks  in  Texarkana  at  the  dedication  of  John 
F.  Kennedy  Square  [2  releases] 

26  Statement  by  the  President  upon  making  public 
an  FBI  report  on  the  recent  urban  riots 

28  Remarks  in  Providence  at  the  200th  anniversary 
convocation  of  Brown  University  [2  releases] 

28  Statement  by  the  President  on  the  problems  of 
the  textile  industry 

28  Remarks  in  Hartford,  Conn.  [2  releases] 

28  Remarks  in  Hartford  to  a  group  of  business 
leaders 

28  Remarks  at  the  airport,  Burlington,  Vt.  [2 
releases] 

28  Remarks  in  Portland,  Maine,  on  the  steps  of  the 
City  Hall  [2  releases] 

28  Remarks  in  Manchester  to  the  members  of  the 
New  Hampshire  Weekly  Newspaper  Editors 
Association  [2  releases] 

29  Toasts  of  the  President  and  the  Secretary  General 
of  NATO 

29  Remarks  upon  arrival  at  Oflutt  Air  Force  Base 
in  Omaha  [2  releases] 
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September 

29  Remarks  upon  completing  an  inspection  of  SAC 

Headquarters,  Oflutt  Air  Force  Base,  Omaha  [2 

releases] 

29  White  House  announcement  of  appropriation 
request  for  the  Appalachian  Regional  Committee 

29  White  House  announcement  of  nomination  of 
Lt.  Col.  John  H.  Glenn,  Jr.,  for  promotion  to  the 
grade  of  colonel 

30  Remarks  at  a  meeting  with  representatives  of 
veterans  organizations 

October 
I  Remarks  to  the  faculty  and  students  of  Johns 
Hopkins  University  [2  releases] 

I  Remarks  at  the  swearing  in  of  Philip  Nichols,  Jr., 
and  Linton  M.  Collins  as  judges 

1  Letter  to  the  Attorney  General  directing  him  to 
petition  for  an  injunction  in  the  maritime  indus- 
try labor  dispute 

2  Remarks  at  die  final  meeting  of  the  Alaska  Re- 
construction Planning  Commission 

2  Remarks  upon  proclaiming  1965  as  International 
Cooperation  Year  [2  releases] 

3  Special  message  to  the  Congress  transmitting  re- 
port on  foreign  assistance  programs 

3  Statement  by  the  President  on  the  effects  of 
Hurricane  Hilda 

3  Statement  by  the  President  on  the  Department  of 
Defense  cost  reduction  program 

3  Statement  by  the  President  on  receiving  progress 
report  on  a  study  of  the  draft  system 

3  Statement  by  the  President  on  the  first  round- 
the-world  cruise  of  a  nuclear  task  force 

3  Statement  by  the  President  announcing  a  change 
in  the  Foreign  Service 

3  Statement  by  the  President  on  the  cost  of  Govern- 
ment during  July  and  August 

3  Statement  by  the  President  reviewing  the  state 
of  the  economy 

3  Statement  by  the  President  on  Federal  civilian 
employment 

3  Remarks  to  a  group  of  college  student  leaders 
[2  releases] 

3  Statement  by  the  President  reviewing  the  work 
of  the  88th  Congress 


1964 
October 

4  White  House  statement  announcing  the  White 
House  Fellows  program 

5  Remarks  of  welcome  at  the  White  House  to 
President  Macapagal  of  the  Philippines 

5  Statement  by  the  President  on  the  new  labor 
contracts  in  the  automobile  industry 

5  Message  to  the  Second  Conference  of  Nonaligned 
Nations  meeting  in  Cairo 

5  Toasts  of  the  President  and  President  Macapagal 

6  Joint  statement  following  discussions  with  the 
President  of  the  Philippines 

6  Remarks  at  the  station  at  Alexandria,  Va.,  at  the 
start  of  Mrs.  Johnson's  trip  through  the  South 

6  Remarks  at  a  meeting  of  "Scientists  and  Engi- 
neers for  Johnson-Humphrey" 

6  Remarks  at  a  White  House  luncheon  for  business- 
men 

6  Remarks  in  Raleigh  at  North  Carolina  State 
College  [2  releases] 

7  Recorded  statement  marking  the  inauguration  of 
television  by  communication  satellite  between  the 
United  States  and  Japan 

7  Statement  by  the  President  at  the  beginning  of  a 
campaign  trip 

7  Remarks  at  the  State  Capitol  in  Des  Moines  [2 
releases] 

7  Remarks  in  Springfield,  III.,  at  the  Sangamon 
County  Courthouse  [2  releases] 

7  Remarks  on  the  Courthouse  steps  in  Peoria  [2 
releases] 

7  Remarks  in  Peoria  at  the  convention  of  the 
Illinois  State  Federation  of  Labor 

7  Television  address  to  the  American  people 

8  Remarks  at  Washington  High  School,  Lake 
County,  Ind.  [2  releases] 

8  Remarks  in  Indianapolis  at  Soldiers  and  Sailors 
Square  [2  releases] 

8  Statement  by  the  President  upon  signing  bill  ex- 
tending the  Agricultural  Trade  and  Assistance 
Act 

8  Remarks  at  a  "Salute  to  President  Johnson" 
dinner  in  Cleveland  [2  releases] 
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October 

9  Remarks  in  Louisville,  Ky.,  at  a  breakfast  for 
Indiana  and  Kentucky  State  party  leaders 

9  Remarks  at  the  Courthouse  in  Louisville  [2  re- 
leases] 

9  Remarks  at  the  War  Memorial  Building  in  Nash- 
ville [2  releases] 

9  Remarks  upon  arrival  o£  the  "Lady  Bird  Special" 
at  Union  Station  in  New  Orleans 

9  Further  statement  by  the  President  on  Hurricane 
Hilda 

9  Remarks  at  a  fundraising  dinner  in  New  Orleans 
[2  releases] 

1 1  Remarks  upon  arrival  at  the  Phoenix  Airport 

II  Remarks  at  the  Municipal  Park,  South  Gate, 
Calif.  [2  releases] 

II  Remarks  in  Washington  Square,  San  Francisco 
[2  releases] 

II  Remarks  at  the  Convention  Center  in  Las  Vegas 

II  Statement  by  the  President  on  the  anniversary  of 
the  Nuclear  Test  Ban  Treaty 

II  Memorandum  oudining  some  of  the  major  issues 
of  the  campaign 

11  White  House  announcement  of  members  of  U.S. 
delegation  to  the  celebration  of  the  independence 
of  North  Rhodesia 

12  Remarks  at  the  State  Building  in  Reno  [2 
releases] 

12  Remarks  at  the  Civic  Center  in  Butte  [2  releases] 

12  Remarks  at  the  Natrona  County  Courthouse, 
Casper,  Wyo.  [2  releases] 

12  Remarks  at  the  Coliseum  in  Denver  [2  releases] 

12  Remarks  upon  arrival  at  the  airport  in  Boise 

13  Memorandum  of  disapproval  of  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Chester  A.  and  Anna  Brothers  (Congressional 
Record,  October  15,  1964,  p.  A5375) 

13  White  House  statement  concerning  first  report 
of  the  Interdepartmental  Committee  and  the 
Citizens'  Advisory  Council  on  the  Status  of 
Women 

13  White  House  announcement  of  time  extension 
for  emergency  board  report  in  railway  labor 
dispute 


1964 
October 

14  Remarks  at  the  Mall  Shopping  Center,  Bergen, 
N.J.  [2  releases] 

14  Remarks  at  a  rally  at  the  Wilkes-Barre-Scranton, 
Pa.,  Airport  [2  releases] 

14  Remarks  in  New  York  City  at  the  annual  dinner 
of  the  Alfred  E.  Smith  Memorial  Foundation 
[2  releases] 

14  Statement  by  the  President  upon  approving  a 
veterans'  life  insurance  and  pension  bill 

14  Statement  by  the  President  upon  approving  bill 
authorizing  a  retirement  system  for  certain  em- 
ployees of  the  Central  Intelligence  Agency 

14  Statement  by  the  President  upon  approving  the 
Reserve  Officers'  Training  Corps  Vitalization  Act 

15  Remarks  at  a  rally  at  the  Rochester,  N.Y.,  Air- 
port [2  releases] 

15  Remarks  at  the  City  Hall  in  Buffalo  [2  releases] 

15  Remarks  in  Albee  Square,  Brooklyn  [2  releases] 

15  Remarks  in  Madison  Square  Garden  at  a  rally 
of  the  Liberal  Party  of  New  York  [2  releases] 

15  Remarks  to  a  group  outside  Madison  Square 
Garden 

1 5  Statement  by  the  President  on  Walter  Jenkins 

15  Statement  by  the  President  announcing  a  joint 
U.S.-Israeli  water  desalting  study 

1 5  White  House  statement  upon  making  public  Fed- 
eral Radiation  Council  Report  No.  6 

16  Remarks  at  a  tree-planting  ceremony  at  the 
White  House 

16  Statement  by  the  President  following  a  meeting 
with  the  Russian  Ambassador 

16  Statement  by  the  President  on  the  first  Chinese 
nuclear  device  [2  releases] 

16  Remarks  upon  signing  bill  amending  the  Na- 
tional Defense  Education  Act 

1 6  Remarks  at  the  swearing  in  of  Sargent  Shriver  as 
Director,  Office  of  Economic  Opportunity 

16  Remarks  upon  arrival  at  the  Greater  Cincinnati 
Airport 

1 6  Remarks  at  Government  Square  in  Cincinnati 

16  Remarks  on  the  City  Hall  steps,  Dayton,  Ohio 

16  Message  of  congratulation  to  the  Right  Honor- 
able Harold  Wilson 
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1964 

October 

16  Message  to  President  de  Valera  on  the  occasion 
of  his  8  2d  birthday 

16  White  House  statement  on  high-speed  rail  trans- 
portation in  the  Northeast  Corridor 

16  Statement  by  the  President  upon  signing  Execu- 
tive order  "To  Facilitate  Coordination  of  Federal 
Education  Programs" 

16  White  House  memorandum  on  voting  by  Fed- 
eral employees 

17  Statement  by  the  President  upon  signing  bill 
relating  to  claims  of  U.S.  nationals  against  the 
government  of  Cuba 

17  Exchange  of  messages  with  the  Secretary  General 
of  the  North  Atlantic  Treaty  Organization 

17  White  House  announcement  of  appointment  of 
delegates  and  alternates  to  the  13  th  session  of 
UNESCO 

1 8  Radio  and  television  report  to  the  American  peo- 
ple on  recent  events  in  Russia,  China,  and  Great 
Britain  [2  releases] 

19  Statement  by  the  President  following  a  meeting 
with  congressional  leaders 

19  Statement  by  the  President  on  the  strike  at  Gen- 
eral Motors 

20  Remarks  to  members  of  the  press  following  a 
meeting  of  the  Cabinet 

20  Statement  by  the  President  on  the  establishment 
of  permanent  task  forces  to  assist  communities 
faced  with  plant  closings 

20  Statement  by  the  President  on  the  death  of  Pres- 
ident Hoover 

21  Remarks  in  Memorial  Hall,  Akron  University 
[2  releases] 

21  Remarks  in  Belleville,  111.  [2  releases] 

21  Remarks  in  St.  Louis,  Mo.  [2  releases] 

21  Statement  by  the  President  following  a  meeting 
with  the  panel  of  consultants  on  foreign  affairs 

22  Statement  by  the  President  upon  making  public 
a  tabulation  of  major  industry  gains,  1961-64 

23  Recorded  remarks  on  the  19th  anniversary  of  the 
United  Nations 

23  Recorded  remarks  congratulating  the  U.S.  Olym- 
pic Team  and  the  members  of  the  U.S.  Olympic 
Committee 
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23  Recorded  remarks  after  further  study  of  the  re- 
port of  the  Council  on  Pennsylvania  Avenue 

23  Memorandum  from  Secretary  Celebrezze  on 
radiological  surveillance  following  the  detonation 
of  the  Chinese  nuclear  device 

24  Remarks  on  the  river  front  in  Memphis  [2  re- 
leases] 

24  Remarks  at  an  airport  rally  in  Chattanooga  [2 
releases] 

24  Informal  remarks  in  Auxiliary  Hall,  Fifth  Regi- 
ment Armory,  in  Baltimore 

24  Remarks  at  the  Fifth  Regiment  Armory  in  Balti- 
more [2  releases] 

25  Letter  to  the  President,  Board  of  Commissioners, 
on  crime  in  the  District  of  Columbia 

25  Statement  by  the  President  on  the  agreement  with 
the  Soviet  tjnion  for  the  exchange  of  weather 
information 

25  Statement  by  the  President:  National  First  Voters 
Week 

25  Statement  by  the  President  announcing  a  series 
of  statements  on  economic  issues 

25  Presidential  Statement  No.  i  on  Economic  Is- 
sues: Maintaining  Prosperity 

25  Remarks  in  Boca  Raton  at  the  dedication  of 
Florida  Atlantic  University  [2  releases] 

25  Remarks  in  Miami  upon  receiving  a  book  re- 
lating to  the  Interama  Cultural  and  Trade  Center 

25  White  House  statement  announcing  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  Federal  Development  Planning 
Committee  for  Appalachia 

26  Remarks  in  Orlando,  Fla.  [2  releases] 

26  Remarks  at  a  rally  in  Hemming  Park,  Jackson- 
ville, Fla.  [2  releases] 

26  Presidential  Statement  No.  2  on  Economic  Is- 
sues: Monetary  Policy  for  Stability  and  Growth 

26  Statement  by  the  President  upon  making  public 
a  report  on  the  desalting  of  sea  water 

26  White  House  statement  on  the  joint  team  of 
experts  report  on  the  U.S. -Israeli  water  desalting 
program 

26  Remarks  at  City  Hall,  Macon,  Ga.  [2  releases] 

26  Statement  by  the  President  on  the  textile  industry 
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October 

26  Remarks  at  a  rally  in  Augusta,  Ga.  [2  releases] 

26  Remarks  on  the  steps  o£  the  State  Capitol,  Co- 
lumbia, S.C.  [2  releases] 

26  Statement  by  the  President  on  the  occasion  o£  a 
ceremony  at  the  statue  of  Ukrainian  poet  Taras 
Shevchenko 

26  Message  to  President  Kaunda  on  the  occasion  o£ 
the  independence  of  Zambia 

26  Presidential  Statement  No.  3  on  Economic  Is- 
sues: Strengthening  Our  Balance  of  Payments 

27  Presidential  Statement  No.  4  on  Economic  Is- 
sues: Responsible  and  Effective  Fiscal  Policy 

27  Presidential  Statement  No.  5  on  Economic  Is- 
sues: Further  Tax  Reduction 

27  Remarks  at  the  presentation  of  a  commission  to 
Lt.  Col.  John  H.  Glenn,  Jr. 

27  Remarks  to  the  members  of  the  Inter-American 
Committee  on  the  Alliance  for  Progress 

27  Remarks  in  Boston  at  Post  Office  Square  [2  re- 
leases] 

27  Remarks  at  the  Civil  Center  Arena  in  Pittsburgh 
[2  releases] 

27  Remarks  at  an  airport  rally  in  Evansville,  Ind. 
[2  releases] 

28  White  House  announcement  of  members  of  U.S. 
delegation  to  the  inauguration  of  the  President 
of  Chile 

28  Presidential  Statement  No.  6  on  Economic  Is- 
sues: Strengthening  State-Local  Government 

28  Presidential  Statement  No.  7  on  Economic  Is- 
sues: Improving  the  Tax  System 

28  Remarks  in  Albuquerque  at  the  University  of 
New  Mexico  [2  releases] 

28  Remarks  at  City  Hall  in  Los  Angeles  [2  releases] 

28  Remarks  at  the  Riverside,  Calif.,  County  Court- 
house [2  releases] 

28  Remarks  at  a  rally  in  San  Bernardino  [2  releases] 

28  Remarks  at  Lindbergh  Field,  San  Diego  [2  re- 
leases] 

29  Remarks  in  Salt  Lake  City  at  the  Mormon  Taber- 
nacle [2  releases] 

29  Remarks  recorded  for  the  dedication  of  the 
Graduate  Research  Center  of  the  Southwest 


1964 
October 

29  Presidential  Statement  No.   8  on  Economic  Is- 
sues: Expanding  World  Trade 

29  Presidential  Statement  No.  9  on  Economic  Is- 
sues: Promoting  Price-Wage  Decisions 

29  Remarks  at  an  airport  rally  in  Wichita 

29  Remarks   in  Convention  Hall,   Philadelphia    [2 
releases] 

30  Presidential  Statement  No.  10  on  Economic  Is- 
sues: Achieving  Full  Employment 

30  White  House  statement  to  accompany  Presiden- 
tial Statement  No.  10 

30  Statement  by  the  President  on  the  results  of  a 
survey  of  compliance  with  the  Civil  Rights  Act 

30  Remarks  at  an  airport  rally  in  Detroit  [2  releases] 

30  Remarks    in    Kosciusko    Park,    Milwaukee    [2 
releases] 

30  Remarks  at  an  airport  rally  in  Rockford,  111.  [2 
releases] 

30  Remarks  at  the  Chicago  Stadium  [2  releases] 

31  White  House  statement  on  the  attack  on  Bien 
Hoa  Airfield  in  South  Viet-Nam 

31  White    House    announcement    of   allocation    of 
disaster  relief  funds  for  use  in  California 

31  White  House  announcement  of  additional  funds 
for  disaster  relief  in  Florida 

31  Remarks   at  the  Old  State  House,  Dover,  Del. 
[2  releases] 

31  Remarks  at  an  airport  rally  in  Wilmington,  Del. 
[2  releases] 

31  Remarks  in  Madison  Square  Garden  [2  releases] 

November 
I  Letter  to  the  Attorney  General  in  response  to  a 
report  on  crime  and  law  enforcement 

I  Statement  by  the  President  making  public  a  re- 
port on  the  balance  of  payments  position 

I  White  House  announcement  concerning  the  is- 
suance of  a  series  of  Presidential  policy  papers 

I  Presidential  Policy  Paper  No.  i :  Education 

I  Presidential  Policy  Paper  No.   2:   The  Nation's 
Problems  of  Health 

I  Presidential  Policy  Paper  No.  3:  Conservation  of 
Natural  Resources 
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1964 

November 
I  Presidential  Policy  Paper  No.  4:  Farm  Policy 

1  White  House  statement  on  the  support  during  the 
campaign  of  the  Student  Body  Presidents  Na- 
tional Advisory  Committee 

2  White  House  announcement  concerning  the  Vet- 
erans Day  observance  in  Arlington  Cemetery 

2  Statement  by  the  President  announcing  an  ex- 
panded program  to  control  cotton  insect  pests 

2  Statement  by  the  President  on  the  fourth  anni- 
versary of  the  Peace  Corps 

2  White  House  release  entitled  "Economic  Nev^s 
Note:  A  Nev^^  Export  Record" 

2  Remarks  at  a  rally  in  Houston  [2  releases] 

2  Remarks  in  Houston  at  Sam  Houston  Senior 
High  School 

2  Remarks  at  a  rally  in  Pasadena,  Tex. 

2  Remarks  at  the  State  Capitol  in  Austin,  Tex. 
[2  releases] 

2  Radio  and  television  address  to  the  American 
people  on  election  eve 

4  Radio  and  television  remarks  to  the  American 
people  at  the  close  of  election  day 

10  Remarks  by  telephone  for  ceremonies  marking 
the  50  th  anniversary  of  the  Port  of  Houston 

12  Remarks  of  welcome  at  the  LB  J  Ranch  to  the 
President-elect  of  Mexico 

12  The  President's  toast  to  Gustavo  Diaz  Ordaz, 
President-elect  of  Mexico 

13  Statement  by  the  President  in  response  to  report 
of  the  Inter-American  Committee  on  the  Alliance 
for  Progress 

14  White  House  statement  on  the  appointment  of 
the  members  of  the  National  Commission  on 
Technology,  Automation,  and  Economic  Progress 

16  Remarks  at  the  swearing  in  of  Gardner  Ackley 
as  chairman  and  Arthur  Okun  as  member  of  the 
Council  of  Economic  Advisers 


17  Remarks  at  the  presentation  of  the  White  House 
Thanksgiving  mrkey 

19  Remarks  in  the  Cabinet  Room  at  the  unveiling 
of  a  bust  of  John  F.  Kennedy 

19  Remarks  at  a  luncheon  of  the  Committee  for 
Economic  Development  [2  releases] 


1964 

November 

19  Statement  by  the  President  at  a  Cabinet  meeting: 
The  Great  Society 

19  Statement  by  the  President  at  a  Cabinet  meeting: 
Personnel  Appointments 

20  Remarks  at  Southwest  Texas  State  College,  San 
Marcos  [2  releases] 

24  White  House  announcement  of  members  of  Cabi- 
net Committee  to  plan  U,S.  participation  in  In- 
ternational Cooperation  Year 

24  Letter  from  Prime  Minister  Moro  of  Italy 

25  Thanksgiving  Day  message  to  members  of  the 
Armed  Forces 

25  White  House  statement  on  the  search  for  candi- 
dates for  the  White  House  Fellows  program 

27  White  House  announcement  of  the  1964  recip- 
ients of  the  National  Medal  of  Science 

28  Letter  accepting  resignation  of  Robert  V.  Roosa 
as  Under  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  for  Monetary 
Affairs 

28  Statement  by  the  President  on  international  co- 
operation in  support  of  the  pound  sterling 

29  White  House  statement  upon  making  public  a 
report  on  children's  health 

29  White  House  announcement  of  steps  to  speed  up 
payment  of  GI  insurance  dividends 

30  Message  greeting  Sir  Winston  Churchill  on  the 
occasion  of  his  90th  birthday 

30  Message  congratulating  the  U.S.  Olympic  Team 
and  the  members  of  the  Olympic  Committee 

December 
I  White  House  statement  following  Ambassador 
Taylor's  report  on  the  situation  in  Viet-Nam 

I  Remarks  at  a  luncheon  for  the  U.S.  Olympic 
Medal  winners  [2  releases] 

I  Remarks  upon  presenting  the  Distinguished  Serv- 
ice Medal  to  Gen.  Thomas  S.  Power  [2  releases] 

1  Citation  accompanying  Distinguished  Service 
Medal  awarded  to  General  Power 

2  Remarks  at  the  ground-breaking  ceremony  for 
the  John  F.  Kennedy  Center  for  the  Performing 
Arts  [2  releases] 

2  Remarks  of  the  President  at  a  luncheon  for  sup- 
porters of  Radio  Free  Europe 
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1964 

December 

1  Remarks  recorded  for  the  commissioning  of  the 
U.S.S.  Sam  Rayburn 

2  White  House  announcement  concerning  the  Fed- 
eral Employee  Achievement  Awards 

2  Remarks  to  the  members  of  The  Business  Council 

3  Remarks  at  the  175th  Anniversary  Convocation 
of  Georgetown  University  [2  releases] 

3  Statement  by  the  President  on  the  supersonic 
transport  program 

3  White  House  announcement  of  Medal  of  Honor 
ceremony  for  Capt.  Roger  H.  C.  Donlon 

3  White  House  announcement  concerning  the 
Lewis  and  Clark  Trail  Commission 

4  Remarks  at  a  ceremony  marking  the  loth  anni- 
versary of  the  Government  Employees'  Incentive 
Awards  Act  [2  releases] 

4  Statement  by  the  President  on  the  November 
employment  report 

4  Statement  by  the  President  upon  approving  civil 
rights  regulations  covering  the  programs  of  Fed- 
eral departments  and  agencies 

4  White  House  announcement  of  forthcoming  visit 
of  the  Prime  Minister  of  Japan 

5  Remarks  at  the  presentation  of  the  Medal  of 
Honor  to  Capt.  Roger  H.  C.  Donlon,  USA  [2 
releases] 

5  Citation  accompanying  Medal  of  Honor  awarded 
to  Capt.  Roger  H.  C.  Donlon 

7  Message  to  President  Segni  of  Italy 

7  Remarks  of  welcome  at  the  White  House  to  the 
new  Prime  Minister  of  Great  Britain 

7  Toasts  of  the  President  and  Prime  Minister 
Harold  Wilson 

7  Letter  accepting  resignation  of  Eugenie  Anderson 
as  Minister  to  Bulgaria 

7  Letter  accepting  resignation  of  C.  Allan  Stewart 
as  Ambassador  to  Venezuela 

8  Joint  statement  following  discussions  with  the 
Prime  Minister  of  Great  Britain 

9  Remarks  upon  receiving  report  of  the  President's 
Commission  on  Heart  Disease,  Cancer  and  Stroke 
[2  releases] 

9  Remarks  at  a  reception  for  the  new  Democrats  in 
Congress 


1964 
December 

10  Remarks  at  the  National  Urban  League's  Com- 
munity Action  Assembly  [2  releases] 

12  Remarks  to  members  of  VISTA — "Volunteers  in 
Service  to  America"  [2  releases] 

12  Remarks  to  the  members  of  the  Economic  Op- 
portunity Council 

14  Letter  to  the  Chairman,  Federal  Power  Commis- 
sion, in  response  to  the  National  Power  Survey 
Report 

15  Remarks  to  the  members  of  a  delegation  of  in- 
dustrial research  leaders  upon  their  return  from 
the  Soviet  Union 

15  White  House  announcement  of  the  President's 
meeting  with  a  delegation  of  industrial  research 
leaders  following  their  return  from  the  Soviet 
Union 

15  White  House  announcement  of  second  annual 
Presidential  Scholars  program 

16  Letter  accepting  resignation  of  Luther  H.  Hodges 
as  Secretary  of  Commerce 

16  Remarks  at  a  televised  ceremony  marking  the 
change  in  leadership  at  the  Department  of  Com- 
merce 

16  Statement  by  the  President  on  the  launching  of 
the  Italian  San  Marco  satellite 

16  White  House  announcement  of  162  approved 
war  on  poverty  projects 

17  Remarks  upon  accepting  a  ceremonial  pass  to 
the  loth  International  Games  for  the  Deaf 

18  Letter  accepting  resignation  of  Burke  Marshall 
as  Assistant  Attorney  General,  Civil  Rights 
Division 

1 8  Remarks  on  the  decision  to  build  a  sea  level  canal 
and  to  negotiate  a  new  treaty  with  Panama  [2 
releases] 

18  Remarks  at  the  lighting  of  the  Nation's  Christ- 
mas tree 

18  Statement  by  the  President  on  the  new  level  of 
personal  income  in  the  United  States 

21  Statement  by  the  President  in  response  to  report 
reviewing  gains  in  Government  employment  of 
minority  groups 

23  Christmas  message  to  the  Americans  in  Viet-Nam 
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1964 

December 

26  Letter  accepting  resignation  of  J.  S.  Gleason,  Jr., 
as  Administrator  o£  Veterans  Affairs 

26  Letter  accepting  resignation  of  Joseph  P.  Mc- 
Murray  as  Chairman,  Federal  Home  Loan  Bank 
Board 

26  Statement  by  the  President  on  the  appointment 
of  John  E.  Home  as  Chairman,  Federal  Home 
Loan  Bank  Board 

26  Statement  by  the  President  on  the  appointment 
of  William  J.  Driver  as  Administrator  of  Veterans 
Affairs 


J964 

December 

28  Letter  to  Secretary  McNamara  transmitting  final 

report  of  the  President's  Committee  on  Equal 

Opportunity  in  the  Armed  Forces 

28  Message  to  Giuseppe  Saragat  upon  his  election 
as  President  of  Italy 

29  Responses  by  the  President's  physician  to  ques- 
tions concerning  the  President's  health 

29  Statement  by  the  President  on  the  appointment 
of  Lloyd  N.  Hand  to  succeed  Angier  B.  Duke  as 
Chief  of  Protocol 

30  New  Year  greetings  to  leaders  of  the  Soviet  Union 
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PROCLAMATIONS 

28  F.R. 
No.        Date                                                                   Subject  page 

1963 

3561    Nov.  13    National  Day  of  Mourning 12.607 

3  5  62.    Nov.  i6    Tariff  schedules  of  the  United  States,  Part  3  of  Appendix  with  respect  to  importa- 
tion of  agricultural  commodities,  correction 12.785 

3563  Dec.    2.    Bill  of  Rights  Day;  Human  Rights  Day 12.895 

3564  Dec.    4    Increasing  rates  of  duty  on  specified  articles 132-47 

3565  Dec.  17    Wright  Brothers  Day,  1963     1392-1 

29  F.R. 

3566  Dec.  30    American  Heart  Month,  1964 67 

3567  Dec.  30    Save  Your  Vision  Week,  1964 69 

3568  Dec.  30    United  States  Customs  Year 71 

Ip64 

3569  Jan.     7    Immigration  quota,  Malaysia 147 

3570  Jan.     7    Immigration  quotas,  Algeria,  Uganda,  Indonesia 2.49 

3571  Jan.    16    Law  Day,  U.S.A.,  1964 453 

357^    Jan.    31    Red  Cross  Month,  1964 1717 

3573  Feb.     7    National  Poison  Prevention  Week,  1964 2.3x7 

3574  Feb.  II    National  Safe  Boating  Week,  1964 1475 

3575  Feb.  i4    National  Farm  Safety  Week,  1964     ^737 

3576  Mar.   2.    Pan  American  Day  and  Pan  American  Week,  1964 2.983 

3577  Mar.  Z5    Cancer  Control  Month,  1964 4073 

3578  Mar.  2.6    Senior  Citizens  Month,  1964 4137 

3579  April    5    Death  of  General  MacArthur 4849 

3580  April  14    Citizenship  Day  and  Constitution  Week,  1964 5167 

3581  April  14    Loyalty  Day,  1964 52.69 

3582.    April  17    National  Defense  Transportation  Day  and  National  Transportation  Week,  1964    .  5373 

3583    April  ^3    Mother's  Day,  1964 5531 
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29  F.R^ 

No.        Date  Subject  page 

1964 

3584  April  13    National  Maritime  Day,  1964 5533 

3585  April  ^3    Prayer  for  Peace,  Memorial  Day,  1964      5535 

3586  April  30    Small  Business  Week 5931 

3587  April  30    Immigration  quota,  Kenya      5933 

3588  April  30    New  York  World's  Fair 5935 

3589  April  30    Commemoration  of  the  beginnings  of  the  Office  of  the  Presidency  of  the  United 

States 5937 

3590  April  30    United  Nations  Day,  1964 5939 

3591  May    8    World  Trade  Week,  1964      6373 

3591    May  II    Women  Voters  Week,  1964       6375 

3593  May  i8    Flag  Day,  1964 72.81 

3594  J^^^  ^^    Captive  Nations  Week,  1964 7971 

3595  J^^y     ^    F^^^  Prevention  Week,  1964 9417 

3596  July     6    Proclamation  of  agreements  with  Paraguay  and  the  United  Arab  Republic  relat- 

ing to  trade  agreements  and  of  the  termination  in  part  of  a  trade  agreement 

proclamation  relating  to  Paraguay 9419 

3597  J^ly     7    Tariff  schedules  of  the  United  States,  Part  3  of  the  Appendix  with  respect  to  the 

importation  of  agricultural  commodities,  correction     942.1 

3598  July     7    Monocacy  Battle  Centennial 942.3 

3599  J^^y  ^4    National  School  Lunch  Week,  1964      9645 

3600  July  2.1    National  Farm-City  Week,  1964 10389 

3601  July   2.1    American  Education  Week,  1964 1039^ 

36oi    July  2.8    United  States  International  Aviation  Month,  1964 11081 

3603  July   31     Warsaw  Uprising  Day       112.55 

3604  Aug.    6    Ninetieth  Birthday  of  Herbert  Hoover      11489 

3605  Aug.  15     General  Pulaski's  Memorial  Day,  1964 1^797 

3606  Aug.  15    National  Freedom  from  Hunger  Week,  1964       '^^733 

3607  Aug.  15     See  the  United  States  in  1964  and  1965 11883 

3608  Aug.  18    United  States  Marshal  Day      11995 

3609  Aug.  14    Child  Health  Day,  1964        12.2.31 

3610  Sept.    2.    Leif  Erikson  Day,  1964 12.669 

361 1  Sept.    4    National  Employ  the  Physically  Handicapped  Week,  1964      12.8 11 

3611    Sept.    4    National  Highway  Week,  1964       12.813 

3613    Sept.    4    Immigration  quota,  Kingdom  of  Tonga 12.815 

170I 


Appendix  B 

29  F.R. 

No.        Date                                                                 Subject  page 
1964 

3614  Sept.    5    College  Students  Registration  Week,  1964 12.817 

3615  Sept.  15    Von  Steuben  Day 13069 

3616  Sept.  18    National  Forest  Products  Week,  1964 13 161 

3617  Sept.  11    National  Day  of  Prayer,  1964 13361 

3618  Sept.  13    American  Landmarks  Week 13363 

3619  Sept.  30    Veterans  Day,  1964 i3593 

3610  Oct.     z    International  Cooperation  Year 1362.7 

3611  Oct.     3    Columbus  Day,  1964 i3795 

3611    Oct.     6    White  Cane  Safety  Day,  1964 14051 

36x3    Oct.   19    California  World's  Fair 14469 

3614  Oct.   19    National  First  Voters  Week 14471 

3615  Oct.  2LO    Announcing  the  death  of  Herbert  Hoover i4473 

3616  Oct.   31    Immigration  quota,  Malawi     14913 

362.7  Nov.  13    Thanksgiving  Day,  1964 15315 

362.8  Nov.  13    Wright  Brothers  Day,  1964 15405 

3619    Nov.  19    John  F.  Kennedy — a  Rededication 15 5 57 

3630  Nov.  30    Sir  Winston  Churchill  Day 15941 

3631  Dec.     I    Bill  of  Rights  Day,  Human  Rights  Day 162.43 

3632.    Dec.  2.9    Collisions  at  sea,  regulations  for  preventing 19167 

EXECUTIVE  ORDERS 

28  F.R. 

No.        Date                                                                  Subject  page 
1963 

iiiiS    Nov.  13    Closing  Government  Departments  and  Agencies  on  November  2.5,  1963  ....  12.609 

1 1 12.9    Nov.  19   John  F.  Kennedy  Space  Center,  certain  facilities  of  the  National  Aeronautics  and 
Space   Administration    and  of  the  Department  of  Defense  in    the  State 

of  Florida  designated  as      12.787 

1 1 130  Nov.  19    Appointing  a  Commission  to  report  upon  the  assassination  of  President  John 

F.  Kennedy 12.789 

1 1 13 1  Dec.  II    Labor   disputes   between    Braniff  Airways,  Inc.,  Continental  Airlines,  Inc., 

Eastern  Air  Lines,  Inc.,  National  Airlines,  Inc.,  Northwest  Airlines,  Inc., 
and  Trans  World  Airlines,  Inc.,  and  certain  of  their  employees;  emergency 

board  to  investigate 13485 

iii3i    Dec.  12.    Interagency  Committee  on  Export  Expansion,  establishment ^35 33 

1 1 133    Dec.  17    Income,  estate,  and  gift  tax  returns,  inspection  by  the  Senate  Committee  on 

Rules  and  Administration ,   .   .  13835 
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28  F.R. 
No.        Date  Subject  -page 

1134  Dec.  lo    President's  Commission  on  Registration  and  Voting  Participation;  extension  .  14107 

jg64  2g  F.R. 

1135  Jan.     3    Labor  disputes  between  carriers  represented  by  the  Eastern,  Western  and  South- 

eastern Carriers'  Conference  Committees,  and   certain  of  their  employees; 
emergency  board  to  investigate 115 

1 136  Jan.     3    President's  Committee  on  Consumer   Interests   and   the   Consumer   Advisory 

Council,  establishment 12.9 

1 137  Jan.     7    Civilian  employees  of  nonappropriated  fund  instrumentalities  of  the  Armed 

Forces,  certain  allowances  and  benefits  for 113 

1 138  Jan.     7    Providing  for  the  transfer  of  personnel  to  certain  public  international  organiza- 

tions, modifying  Executive  Order  No.  972.1,  as  amended  by  Executive  Order 

No.  10103 2.2.5 

1 139  Jan.     7    United  Nations  Medal  and  Service  Ribbon;  authorizing  acceptance 2.2.7 

1 140  Jan.    30    Delegating  certain  functions  of  the  President  relating  to  the  Public  Health 

Service 1637 

1 141  Feb.  12.    Discrimination  on  the  basis  of  age,  declaring  a  public  policy  against 1477 

1141    Feb.  12.    Prescribing  regulations  governing  the  allowance  of  travel  expenses  of  claimants 

and  beneficiaries  of  the  Veterans'  Administration  and  their  attendants  .   .   .  1479 

1 143  Mar.    2.    Trade  Negotiations,  Public  Advisory  Committee  for 3117 

1 144  Mar.    5    Temporary  Alaska  Claims  Commission,  establishment 3119 

1 145  Mar.    7    Providing  for  a  Curator  of  the  White  House  and  establishing  a  Committee  for  the 

Preservation  of  the  White  House 3189 

1 146  Mar.  13    Payment  of  basic  allowances  for  quarters,  amendment  of  Executive  Order  No. 

10104,  prescribing  regulations  governing     3417 

1 147  Mar.  17    Labor  disputes  between  the  carriers  represented  by  the  National  Railway  Labor 

Conference  and  certain  of  their  employees,  creating  an  emergency  board  to 
investigate 3463 

1 148  Mar.  13     Interagency  Committee  on  Export  Expansion,  designation  of  Secretary  of  the 

Interior  as  member 3695 

1 149  Apr.    I    President's  Advisory  Committee  on  Supersonic  Transport,  establishment    .   .   .  4765 

1 150  Apr.    1    Federal  Reconstruction  and  Development  Planning  Commission  for  Alaska, 

establishment 4789 

1 15 1  Apr.    8    Promotion  of  certain  officers  of  the  Regular  Navy,  suspension  of  provisions  of 

section577oofTitleio,  United  States  Code,  relating  to 4989 

1151    Apr.  15    President's  Committee  on  Manpower,  establishment 5171 

1 153  Apr.  17    Income,  estate,  and  gift  tax  returns,  inspection  by  the  Senate  Committee  on  the 

Judiciary 5335 

1 154  May    8    Exemption  of  J.  Edgar  Hoover  from  compulsory  retirement  for  age 6133 

1 15  5    May  13    Providing  for  recognition  of  certain  students  as  Presidential  Scholars    ....  6909 

1 156    June  17    Maritime  Advisory  Committee,  establishment 7855 
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29  F.R. 
No,        Date  Subject  -page 

1964 
111^7    June  Z2.    Incentive  pay  for  hazardous  duty,  special  pay  for  sea  duty  and  duty  at  certain 

places,  basic  allowances  for  subsistence  and  quarters,  regulations  relating  to  .  7973 

1 1 15  8    June  li    Designating  the  Attorney  General  as  the  officer  authorized  to  administer  the 

provisions  of  the  Austrian  Assets  Agreement  of  January  30,  1959 7981 

11 159  June  13    Public  Advisory  Committee  for  Trade  Negotiations,  amendment  of  Executive 

Order  No.  11143  relating  to 8137 

11160  July     6    Prescribing  regulations  relating  to  medical  care  for  retired  ships'  officers  and 

members  of  crews  of  vessels  of  the  Coast  and  Geodetic  Survey  and  dependents 

of  active  and  retired  ships' officers  and  crew  members 9315 

1 1 161  July     7    Relating  to  certain  relationships  between  the  Department  of  Defense  and  the 

Federal  Aviation  Agency 93 1? 

iii6i    July  2.S    President's  Committee  on  Equal  Employment  Opportunity,  adding  the  Post- 
master General  to  membership 10563 

11163  July  i8    Including  a  certain  tract  of  land  in  Fannin  County,  Georgia,  in  the  Chatta- 

hoochee National  Forest     10565 

11164  Aug.    I    Performance  by  the  Director  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Budget  of  certain  functions 

vested  in  the  President,  amending  Executive  Order  No.  10530,  relating  to    .   .  112.57 

1 1 165  Aug.  15    Setting  aside  for  use  of  United  States  certain  public  lands  and  other  public 

property  located  at  the  Fort  Shafter  Military  Reservation,  Hawaii 11801 

1 1 166  Aug.  15    Setting  aside  for  use  of  the  United  States  certain  public  lands  and  other  public 

property  located  at  the  Makua  Military  Reservation,  Hawaii 11803 

1 1 167  Aug.  15    Setting  aside  for  use  of  United  States  certain  public  lands  and  other  public 

property  located  at  the  Pohakuloa  Training  Area,  Hawaii 11805 

1 11 68  Aug.  18    Labor  disputes  between  the  carriers  represented  by  the  National  Railway  Labor 

Conference  and  certain  of  their  employees 11885 

1 1 169  Aug.  18    Labor  disputes  between  the  carriers  represented  by  the  National  Railway  Labor 

Conference  and  certain  of  their  employees,  emergency  board  to  investigate  .    .  11889 

1 1 170  Aug.  18    Labor  dispute  between  the  carriers  represented  by  the  National  Railway  Labor 

Conference  and  certain  of  their  employees 11 893 

1 1 171  Aug.  18    Canal  Zone  Merit  System  and  regulations  relating  to  conditions  of  employment 

in  the  Canal  Zone 11897 

1 1 172.    Aug.  19    Setting  aside  for  use  of  the  United  States  certain  public  lands  and  other  public 

property  located  at  the  Kapalama  Military  Reservation,  Hawaii "997 

1 1 173  Aug.  lo    Federal    Salary    Administration,    amending    Executive    Order    No.    11073 

relating  to 11999 

1 1 174  Sept.    I    Presidential  Service  Certificate  and  the  Presidential  Service  Badge,  establish- 

ment      12.547 

11175  Sept.    2.    Exclusion  for  original  or  new  Canadian  issues  as  required  for  international 

monetary  stability 11605 

1 1 176  Sept.    3    Inspection  of  certain  interest  equalization  tax  information  returns  by  the  Board 

of  Governors  of  the  Federal  Reserve  System  and  the  Federal  Reserve  Banks  .   .  12.607 

1 1 177  Sept.  16    Columbia  River  Treaty,  providing  for  certain  arrangements  under 13097 
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29  F.R, 
No.        Date  Subject  fage 

1964 

1 1 178  Sept.  18    Providing  for  transfer  of  lands  in  Georgia  from  the  Chattahoochee  National 

Forest  to  Oconee  National  Forest,  addition  of  land  in  Indiana  to  Hoosier 
National  Forest  and  in  Oklahoma  to  Ouachita  National  Forest,  and  adjust- 
ment ofboundary  of  Tombigbee  National  Forest,  Mississippi 13 133 

1 1 179  Sept.  2.i    Providing  for  the  National  Defense  Executive  Reserve 132.39 

1 1 180  Sept.  i4    Labor  disputes  between  the  carriers  represented  by  the  National  Railway  Labor 

Conference  and  certain  of  their  employees,  emergency  board  to  investigate  .   .  133^5 

11181  Sept.  30    Labor  disputes,  certain,  affecting  the  maritime  industry  of  the  United  States, 

creation  of  a  Board  of  Inquiry  to  report  on ^35 57 

11182.    Oct.    2.    Federal  Development  Planning  Committees  for  Alaska,  establishment 1362.9 

11183  Oct.     3    President's  Commission  on  White  House  Fellowships,  establishment 13633 

1 1 184  Oct.  13    Amending  Executive  Order  No.  10530,  relating  to  the  performance  of  certain 

functions  vested  in  or  subject  to  approval  of  the  President 14155 

1 1 185  Oct.  16    To  facilitate  coordination  of  Federal  education  programs i4399 

1 1 186  Oct.  2.3    Federal  Development  Planning  Committee  for  Appalachia,  establishment  .   .   .  14617 

1 1 187  Oct.  14    Permitting  certain  employees  of  the  Postal  Field  Service  to  be  given  career  ap- 

pointments    14659 

1 1 188  Nov.  17    Amending  the  Selective  Service  regulations 15559 

1 1 189  Nov.  2.3     Placing  certain  positions  in  levels  IV  and  V  of  the  Federal  Executive  Salary 

Schedule 15855 

1 1 190  Dec.  19    Providing  for  the  screening  of  the  Ready  Reserve  of  the  Armed  Forces    ....  19183 


PRESIDENTIAL  DOCUMENTS  OTHER  THAN  PROCLAMATIONS 
AND  EXECUTIVE  ORDERS 

29  F.K. 
Date                                                                             Subject  fage 

1964 
Jan.     6    Report:  Determination  pursuant  to  §  io7Cb)  of  the  Foreign  Aid  and  Related  Agencies 
Appropriation  Act,  1963,  76  Stat.  1165,  American  Research  Hospital  for  Children  in 
Krakow,  Poland 42.7 

Mar.  i£  Memorandum:  Determination  under  Section  Z3i(b)  of  the  Trade  Expansion  Act  of  1961, 
as  amended,  permitting  continuation  of  nondiscriminatory  trade  agreement  for  Poland 
and  Yugoslavia 4851 

Aug.  15    Memorandum:  Assistance  to  certain  international  organizations 11807 

Nov.  13    Letter:  Report  of  the  President's  Commission  on  the  Assassination  of  President  Kennedy 

(non applicability  of  declassification  procedures) 15S93 
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Appendix  C — Presidential  Reports  to  the  Congress 


Date  of 

White 

Sent  to  House 


Subject  Published         the  Congress 

National  Aeronautics  and  Space  Administration:                                                                  1963  1963 

8th  Semiannual H.  Doc.  179  Dec.  5  .... 

1Q64  1964 

9th  Semiannual H.  Doc.    314  July  i  .... 

loth  Semiannual H.  Doc.  355  Aug.  xi  .... 

Economic  Report H.  Doc.  2.78  Jan.  to  Jan.   2.0 

U.S.  Aeronautics  and  Space  Activities H.  Doc.  107  Jan.  2.7  Jan.   17 

National  Science  Foundation H.  Doc.  2109  Jan.  19  Jan.    17 

U.S.  Civil  Service  Commission H.  Doc.  163  Jan.  31  .... 

U.S.  Arms  Control  and  Disarmament  Agency H.  Doc.  119  Feb.  4  .... 

United  States  Participation  in  the  International  Atomic  Energy 

Agency H.  Doc.  ii6  Feb.  10  .... 

Communications  Satellite  Corporation H.  Doc.  115  Feb.  loCH)  .... 

Feb.  17CS) 

Surgeon  General,  Public  Health  Service H.  Doc.  130  Feb.  17  .... 

Office  of  Minerals  Exploration: 

nth  Semiannual Mar.  9  .... 

i2.th  Semiannual Sept.  8  .... 

Federal  Disaster  Relief  Program H.  Doc.  149  Mar.  18  .... 

P.L.  480  C83d  Congress): 

19th  Semiannual H.  Doc.  194  Apr.  3CS)  Apr.    3 

Apr.  6CH) 

ioth  Semiannual H.  Doc.  365  Sept.  ii  Sept.  2.1 

National  Capital  Housing  Authority Apr.  6  .... 

Special  International  Exhibitions Apr.  6  .... 
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Date  of 

White 

Sent  to  House 

Subject  Published         the  Congress       release 

Railroad  Retirement  Board H.  Doc.  177  Apr.  6 

Government  Employees  Training  Act Apr.  6 

Commodity  Credit  Corporation June  i2.(S) 

June  15(H) 

Alien  Property,  Office  of June  30 

St.  Lawrence  Seaway  Development  Corporation H.  Doc.  331  Aug.  3 

Lend-lease  Operations Aug.  6 

United  States  Participation  in  the  United  Nations H.  Doc.  188  Aug.  10 

Corregidor-Bataan  Memorial  Commission H.  Doc.  360  Sept.  8 

Trade  Agreements  Program H.  Doc.  366  Sept.  13 

Foreign  Assistance  Program H.  Doc.  357  Oct.  3 
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Appendix  D — Rules  Governing  This  Publication 


[  Reprinted  from  the  Federal  Register,  vol.  29,  p.  11 792,  dated  August  18,  1964  ] 


TITLE  I— GENERAL  PROVISIONS 


Chapter  I — Administrative  Committee  of  the  Federal  Register 


PIART  32— PUBLIC  PAPERS  OF  THE 
PRESIDENTS  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES 


Sec. 
32.1 
32.2 

32.3 


32.10 
32.11 


32.15 
32.16 
32.17 
32.18 
32.19 


PUBLICATION    AND    FORMAT 

Publication  required. 
Coverage  of  prior  years. 
Format,  indexes,  ancillaries. 


Basic  criteria. 
Sources. 

OFFICIAL   DISTRIBUTION 

The  Congress. 
The  Supreme  Court. 
Executive  agencies. 
Governmental  requisitions. 
Extra  copies. 


PUBLIC    SALE 

32.22     Sale  of  annual  volumes. 

Authority:  The  provisions  of  this  Part  32  issued 
under  sec.  6,  49  Stat.  501,  as  amended;  44  U.S.C. 
306.  Sec.  6,  E.O.  10530,  19  F.R.  2709;  3  CFR 
1 954-1 958  Comp. 

Publication  and  Format 

§  32.1  Publication  required.  There  shall  be 
published  forthv/ith  at  the  end  of  each  calendar  year, 
a  special  edition  of  the  Federal  Register  designated 
"Public  Papers  of  the  Presidents  of  the  United 
States."     Ordinarily   each   volume  shall  cover  one 


calendar  year  and  shall  be  identified  further  by  the 
name  of  the  President  and  the  period  covered. 

Note:  This  program  started  With,  the  year  1957. 

§  32.2  Coverage  of  prior  years.  After  conferring 
with  the  National  Historical  Publications  Commis- 
sion with  respect  to  the  need  therefor,  the  Admin- 
istrative Committee  may  from  time  to  time  authorize 
the  publication  of  similar  volumes  covering  specified 
calendar  years  prior  to  1957. 

Note:  The  committee  has  approved  the  publication 
of  volumes  starting  with  the  year  1945. 

§  32.3  Format,  indexes,  ancillaries.  Each  annual 
volume,  divided  into  books  whenever  appropriate, 
shall  be  separately  published  in  the  binding  and 
style  deemed  by  the  Administrative  Committee  to  be 
suitable  to  the  dignity  of  the  office  of  President  of  the 
United  States.  Each  volume  shall  be  appropriately 
indexed  and  shall  contain  appropriate  ancillary  in- 
formation respecting  significant  Presidential  docu- 
ments not  published  in  full  text. 

Scope 

§  32.10  Basic  criteria.  The  basic  text  of  the 
volumes  shall  consist  of  oral  utterances  by  the  Presi- 
dent or  of  writings  subscribed  by  him. 

§32.11  Sources,  (a)  The  basic  text  of  the 
volumes  shall  be  selected  from:  (i)  Communications 
to  the  Congress,  (2)  public  addresses,  (3)  transcripts 
of  press  conferences,  (4)  public  letters,  (5)  messages 
to  heads  of  state,  (6)  statements  released  on  miscel- 
laneous subjects,  and  (7)  formal  executive  documents 
promulgated  in  accordance  with  law. 

(b)  In  general,  ancillary  text,  notes,  and  tables 
shall  be  derived  from  official  sources. 
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Official  Distribution 

§  32.15  The  Congress.  Each  Member  of  the 
Congress,  during  his  term  of  office,  shall  be  entitled 
to  one  copy  of  each  annual  volume  published  during 
such  term.  Authorization  for  furnishing  such  copies 
shall  be  submitted  in  writing  to  the  Director  and 
signed  by  the  authorizing  Member. 

§  32.16  The  Supreme  Court.  The  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States  shall  be  entitled  to  12 
copies  of  the  annual  volumes. 

§  32.17  Executive  agencies.  The  head  of  each 
department  and  the  head  of  each  independent  agency 
in  the  executive  branch  of  the  Government  shall  be 
entitled  to  one  copy  of  each  annual  volume  upon 
application  therefor  in  writing  to  the  Director. 

§  32.18  Governmental  requisitions.  Legislative, 
judicial,  and  executive  agencies  of  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment may  obtain,  at  cost,  copies  of  the  annual 
volumes  for  official  use  upon  the  timely  submission 
to  the  Government  Printing  Office  of  a  printing  and 
binding  requisition  (Standard  Form  i). 

§  32.19  Extra  copies.  All  requests  for  extra 
copies  of  the  annual  volumes  must  be  addressed  to 
the  Superintendent  of  Documents,  Government 
Printing  Office,  Washington,  D.C.  20402.  Extra 
copies  must  be  paid  for  by  the  agency  or  official 
requesting  them. 

Public  Sale 

§  32.22  Sale  of  annual  volumes.  The  annual 
volumes  shall  be  placed  on  sale  to  the  public  by  the 


Superintendent  of  Documents,  Government  Printing 
Office,  Washington,  D.C.  20402,  at  prices  deter- 
mined by  him  under  the  general  direction  of  the 
Administrative  Committee. 

****** 
This  revision  of  Chapter  I  of  Title  i  of  the  Code  of 
Federal  Regulations  shall  become  effective  30  days 
after  publication  in  the  Federal  Register. 

Administrative   Committee   of 
the  Federal  Register, 

Wayne  C.  Grover, 
Archivist  of  the  United  States, 
Chairman. 

James  L.  Harrison, 
The  Public  Printer, 
Member. 

Charles  F.  Simms, 
Representative  of  the 
Attorney  General,  Member, 
Approved : 

Robert  F.  Kennedy, 
Attorney  General. 

Bernard  L.  Boutin, 
Administrator  of  General  Services, 

[F.R.    Doc.     64-8366;     Filed,    Aug.     17,     1964; 
8:49  a.m.] 
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[Main  references  are  to  items  except  as  otherwise  indicated] 


A7A  bomber,  382 

A-ii  jet  interceptor,  world  speed  record,  201 

[21,256  [3] 
A.  W.  Chesterton  Co.,  350  n. 
Abele,  Repr.  Homer  E.,  323 
"Ability  Counts"  awards,  302 
"Abraham  Lincoln:  The  Prairie  Years  and 
the  War  Years,"  Carl  Sandburg,  796  n. 
Accident  prevention,  234 
Industrial,  421 
Traffic,  234,  565 
Acheson,  Dean,  244,  349  n.,  358,  511,  560 
[4],  563  [5],  568, 591. 608,  688  [8],  696, 
796 
Acheson,  Mrs.  Dean,  358 
Ackermann,  William  C,  231  n. 
Ackley,  Gardner,  486  [2],  550 
See  also  Council  of  Economic  Advisers, 
Chairman  (Gardner  Ackley) 
Adams,  Eugenia,  323 
Adams,  John,  536, 590, 662  n. 
Adams,  Samuel,  362 
Adams,  Tom,  709, 712, 713 
Addresses,  remarks,  etc.,  on  commemorative 
or  special  occasions 
Agudas  Achim  Synagogue,  dedication,  77 
Alfred  E.  Smith  Memorial  Foundation, 

dinner,  662 
Alliance  for  Progress,  3d  anniversary,  220 
Amalgamated    Clothing    Workers,    50th 

anniversary,  334 
American  Heritage  Foundation,  "register 

and  vote"  ceremony,  508 
Brown  University,  200th  anniversary,  601 
Chamizal  Zone  agreement,  U.S.-Mexico, 

ceremony  marking,  596 
Cleveland,  Ohio,  Parade  of  Progress,  dedi- 
cation, 543 
Coast  Guard  Academy,  commencement, 

382 
Commerce,    Department   of,   change   in 

leadership,  806 
Congress,  reception  for  new  Democrats 
in,  799 


Addresses,  remarks,  etc.,  on  commemorative 
or  special  occasions — Continued 

Congress,  salute  to  Members  of,  527 

D-day,  20th  anniversary,  384 

Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution, 
73d  continental  congress,  275 

Democratic  Congressional  dinner,  228 

Democratic-Farmer-Labor  Party  Conven- 
tion, 433 

Democratic  Party  fundraising  dinners, 
199.  287,  338,  372,  373,  413,  415,  431, 

434 
Election  victory,  radio  and  TV  remarks, 

765 

Eufaula  Dam,  dedication,  597 

Federal  Building,  San  Francisco,  Calif., 
dedication,  411 

First  official  remarks  following  oath  of 
office,  I 

Florida  Atlantic  University,  dedication, 
709 

Florida  cross-state  barge  canal,  ground 
breaking,  198 

Friendly  Sons  of  St.  Patrick  dinner.  New 
York  City,  224 

Gallaudet  College  centennial  banquet,  389 

George  C.  Marshall  Research  Library, 
dedication,  359 

Georgetown  University,  175th  anniver- 
sary, 788 

GI  bill  of  rights,  20th  anniversary,  419 

Graduate  Research  Center  of  the  South- 
west, dedication,  738 

Holy  Cross,  College  of  the,  commence- 
ment, 396 

Illinois  State  Federation  of  Labor,  con- 
vention, 637 

Inauguration  of  George  Washington, 
175th  anniversary,  303 

Indiana  and  Kentucky  State  Democratic 
leaders,  breakfast,  643 

International  Ladies  Garment  Workers 
Union  Health  Center,  New  York 
City,  50th  anniversary,  387 
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[Main  references  are  to  items  except  as  otherwise  indicated] 


Addresses,  remarks,  etc.,  on  commemorative 
or  special  occasions — Continued 

John  F.  Kennedy,  candlelight  memorial 
services  for,  64 

John  F.  Kennedy  bust,  unveiling,  773 

John  F.  Kennedy  Center  for  the  Perform- 
ing Arts,  ground  breaking,  784 

John  F.  Kennedy  Educational,  Civic  and 
Cultural  Center,  Mitchel  Field,  N.Y., 
dedication,  337 

John  F.  Kennedy  Square,  Texarkana, 
dedication,  599 

Johnson  City  High  School,  commence- 
ment, 374 

Kenya,  independence,  34 

Malta,  independence,  585 

Morgantown,  W.  Va.,  Airport,  dedication, 
586 

Museum  of  History  and  Technology, 
Washington,  D.C.,  dedication,  141 

National  Christmas  Tree  lighting,  810 

National  Geographic  Society  building, 
dedication,  117 

National  War  College  and  Industrial  Col- 
lege of  die  Armed  Forces,  convoca- 
tion, 533 

Nev^  York  World's  Fair,  opening  of,  282 

North  Adantic  Treaty,  15th  anniversary, 
244 

Northwest-Southw^est  pov^er  transmission 
inter-tie,  breakfast  saluting,  578 

Nuclear  test  ban  treaty,  first  anniversary, 

486  [  1 1,653 

Olympic  games  (1964),  luncheon  for  U.S. 

medal  winners,  782 
Peace  Corps,  4th  anniversary,  759 
Plasterers'  and  Cement  Masons'  Interna- 
tional Association  of  the  United  States 
and  Canada,  Operative,  looth  anni- 
versary, 547 
Port  of  Houston,  50th  anniversary,  766 
Prayer  breakfast,  presidential,  172 
Red  Cross  Month,  opening  of,  202 
Roosevelt,  Franklin  D.,  82d  anniversary 

of  birth,  165 
St.  Louis  University,  tree-planting  cere- 
mony, 188 
Salute  to  U.S.-Canadian  partnership  in 
progress,  577 


Addresses,  remarks,  etc.,  on  commemorative 
or  special  occasions — Continued 
Salutes  to  the  President,  363, 642 
Samuel    I.    Nevi^house    Communications 

Center,  dedication,  499 
San  Francisco  Bay  area  rapid  transit  test 

track,  ground  breaking,  410 
Savings  bond  campaign  opening,  306 
S.S.  Louise  Ly\es,  keel-laying  ceremony, 

no 
Sv^arthmore  College,  centennial  celebra- 
tion, 391 
Swearing-in  ceremonies,    144,    146,  200, 

203,  207,  273,  360,  437,  442,  445,  469, 

550,613,677,771 
Tree-planting    ceremony    at    the    White 

House,  673 
UCLA,  96th  charter  day  observance,  192 
United  Nations,  19th  anniversary,  698 
United  States  Marshals,  175th  anniversary 

of  service,  523 
United  States  Pavilion  at  World's  Fair, 

dedication,  283 
University  of  California,  Irvine  Campus, 

dedication,  414 
University  of  Texas,  commencement,  375 
U.S.S.   Casimir  Pulas\i,  commissioning, 

U.S.S.  Par  go,  keel-laying  ceremony,  383 
U.S.S.  Sam  Rayburn,  commissioning,  786 
U.S.S.  Sam  Rayburn,  launching,  59 
U.S.S.  Vallejo,  keel-laying  ceremony,  449 
Warsaw  Uprising,  20th  anniversary,  491 
Women,  recent  appointees,  reception  for. 

Young  Democrats  fundraising  dinner,  372 
Zambia,  independence,  721 
Zanzibar,  independence  celebration,  32 
Addresses,  remarks,  etc.,  election  campaign. 
See  Election  campaign,  addresses,  re- 
marks, etc. 
Addresses,  remarks,  etc.,  to  foreign  or  inter- 
national groups 
Alliance  for  Progress,  Ambassadors  of  par- 
ticipating countries,  340 
American  Field  Service  students,  465 
Argentine  senators,  269 
Atomic  Energy,  International  Conference 
on  the  Peaceful  Uses  of,  545 
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[Main  references  are  to  items  except  as  otherwise  indicated] 


Addresses,  remarks,  etc.,  to  foreign  or  inter- 
national groups — Continued 
Diplomatic  Corps,  42 
Electrical  Workers,  International  Union 

of,  590 
Foreign  students  in  D.C.  colleges,  313 
Inter-American  Committee  on  the  Alli- 
ance for  Progress,  726 
International  Executive  Service  Corps,  402 
International  Labor  Press  Association,  297 
International  Ladies   Garment  Workers 

Union,  388 
International  rural   development  confer- 
ence delegates,  482 
Italian  journalists,  149 
Machinists  Union,  International,  571 
NATO  nations,  parliamentarians,  582 
United  Nations  General  Assembly,  51 
Addresses,  remarks,  etc.,  to  national  groups 
Advertising  Council,  314 
AFL-CIO  executive  council,  22 
AFL-CIO,  general  board  of,  548 
American  Bar  Association,  511 
American  Society  of  Nev^spaper  Editors, 

270 
Boy  Scout  Jamboree,  473 
Building  and  Construction  Trades  Depart- 
ment of  AFL-CIO,  235 
Business  Group  for  Latin  America,  169 
Campaign    Conference    for    Democratic 

Women,  305 
Chamber  of  Commerce  of  the   United 

States,  295 
Communications   Workers    of   America, 

406 
Cooperative  League  of  the  U.S.A.,  352 
Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution, 

Democratic  National  Committee,  542 

League  of  Women  Voters,  289 

National  Association  of  Counties,  509 

National  Conference  on  Foreign  Policy, 
editors  and  broadcasters,  280 

National  Congress  of  American  Indians, 
120 

National  Farmers'  Union,  telephone  re- 
marks, 225 

National  Urban  League's  Community 
Action  Assembly,  800 


Addresses,  remarks,  etc.,  to  national  groups — 
Continued 
Newspaper  Farm  Editors  Association,  344 
Radio  Free  Europe,  business  supporters  of, 

785 
Southern  Baptists,  seminar,  238 
United  Automobile  Workers  of  America, 

.233 
United  SteeWorkers  of  America,  290,  589 
Veterans  organizations  representatives,  61 1 
Women's  National  Press  Club,  208 
Addresses  or  remarks  at  presentation  cere- 
monies 
AAA   lifesaving  avi^ards.   School   Safety 

Patrol,  317 
Army  batde  flag,  acceptance,  119 
Big  Brother  of  the  Year  Award,  accept- 
ance, 239 
Certificates  of  Merit,  467 
Collier  Trophy,  Clarence  L.  Johnson,  593 
Commission  to  Lt.  Col.  John  H.  Glenn, 

Jr.,  725 

Disciples  of  Christ  Historical  Society  cita- 
tion, acceptance,  279 

Distinguished    Federal    Civilian    Service 
Awards,  417 

Distinguished  Service  Medal 
Felt,  Adm.  Harry  D.,  454 
Harkins,  Gen.  Paul  D.,  425 
McKee,  Gen.  William  F.,  487 
Power,  Gen.  Thomas  S.,  783 
Shoup,  Gen.  David  M.,  127 

"E"  flag  awards,  350 

Eleanor  Roosevelt  commemorative  stamps, 
acceptance,  35 

Eleanor    Roosevelt    Golden    Candlestick 
award.  Judge  Anna  M.  Kross,  208 

Enrico  Fermi  award,  J.  Robert  Oppen- 
heimer,  19 

Federal  Aviation  Agency  award,  Mrs.  Rus- 
sell (Jerrie)  Mock,  310 

Government  Employees  Incentive  Awards, 
790 

Harmon  International  Aviation  Trophies, 
569 

Heart  of  the  Year  Award,  Vice  Adm. 
Hyman  G.  Rickover,  164 

Honorary  membership  in  National  Foren- 
sic League,  acceptance,  343 
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[Main  references  are  to  items  except  as  otherwise  indicated] 


Addresses  or  remarks  at  presentation  cere- 
monies— Continued 
Interama  Cultural  and  Trade  Center,  ac- 
ceptance of  book  on,  710 
Joseph    P.    Kennedy,    Jr.,    Foundation 

awards,  174 
Medal  of  Honor,  Capt.  Roger  H.  C.  Don- 
Ion,  793 
National  Medal  of  Science,  98 
Presidential    Citation,    Stephen    Gallatti, 

Sr.,  posthumously,  465 
Presidential  Medal  of  Freedom,  27,  157, 

568  ^ 
Presidential  Scholars  award,  397 
President's  Committee  on  Employment  of 
the  Handicapped  Distinguished  Serv- 
ice Award,  Walter  Mason,  235 
President's  Committee  on  Employment  of 

the  Handicapped  1964  award,  389 
Safety  Awards,  President's,  351 
Silver  Star,  Sgt.  Harry  A.  Walling,  post- 
humously, 535 
Small  Businessman  of  the  Year  award, 

Berkley  W.  Bedell,  362 
Teacher  of  the  Year  award,  Mrs.  Lawana 

Trout,  309 
loth  International  Games  for  the  Deaf 

ceremonial  pass,  acceptance  of,  808 
Thanksgiving  Day  turkey,  acceptance,  772 
Treasury    Exceptional    Service    Award, 

Rufus  W.  Youngblood,  21 
William   Randolph   Hearst   Foundation, 

journalism  awards,  339 
Young  American  Medals,  315 
Adler,  Richard,  363,  373 
Adult  education,  213,  327,  658 
Adult  illiteracy,  213 
Advertising  Council,  314, 403, 508 
Advertising  practices,  deception  in,  173 
Advisory  Commission  on  Narcotic  and  Drug 

Abuse,  President's,  159,  179,  458 
Advisory  Committee  on  Labor-Management 

Policy,  President's,  126,  213 
Advisory  Committee  on  Private  Enterprise 

in  Foreign  Aid,  227 
Aeronautics  Association,  National,  593 
Aeronautics   and   space  activities,  message 
to  Congress,  155 


AFL-CIO,  22,  III,  195,  221,  235,  255,  379 

[7].  548.  745 
Africa,  272,  280,  297  [i],  544,  721,  780  [2, 
16],  788 
Assistance,  45, 227, 617 
Chiefs  of  State,  meeting,  460 
Communist  aggression,  702 
Eastern  states,  170  [  i] 
Health  programs  for,  396 
Independence  movement,  32, 34 
New  nations,  32, 34 
U.N.  Economic  Commission,  191 
See  also  specific  countries 
African  Unity,  Organization  of,  191,  460 
Agency    for    International    Development. 
See  International  Development,  Agency 
for 
Aging,  President's  Council  on,  178, 415 
Agreements,    international.      See    Interna- 
tional agreements 
Agricultural  Act  of  1964,  54  [9],  242  [12], 

255>344>63i»%o,669,7i9 
Agricultural    Advisory    Commission,    Na- 
tional, 484 
Agricultural  commodities,  124  (p.  162),  132 
(p.  187),  598, 701, 757 
Consumption,  757 
Exports,  71  [8, 13],  475  [2],  484,  592,  634, 

636,757 
Imports,  757 
Marketing  programs,  255,  455  [7],  631, 

.   634,641,757 
Prices,  255, 267 
Agricultural  Extension  Service,  414 
Agricultural  resources  development,  132  (p. 

176) 

Agricultural  surpluses,  132  (p.  187),  255 
Distribution  in  Appalachian  area,  300 
Reduction,  246  [12] 
Agricultural  Trade  Development  and  Assist- 
ance Act  of  1954, 132  (p.  187),  641 
Agriculture,  132  (p.  176),  434 
Production,  124  (p.  162),  132  (p.  187), 

570 
Research,  124  (p.  162) 
See  also  Farm 
Agriculture,  Department  of,  132  (p.  181), 
173,  179,  255,  482  n.,  567,  690  n.,  792  n. 


A~4 


Index 


[Main  references  are  to  items  except  as  otherwise  indicated] 


Agriculture,  Department  of — Continued 
Inspection  services,  132  (p.  187) 
News  conference  remarks,  211  [28],  218 

[i6],6i9[i] 
Purchases  of  beef,  344 
Agriculture,  Secretary  of  (Orville  L.  Free- 
man), 23,  67,  178  n.,  217,  242  (p.  428), 
255^  320,  321,  322,  323,  325,  326,  327, 
328,  341,  344,  358,  432,  433,  434,  489, 
711,758 
News  conference  remarks  on,  71  [8,  11] 
and  ftn.  (p.  89),  54  [9],  170  [4],  256 
[14],  266  [21],  316  [3,4] 
Agudas  Achim  Synagogue,  Austin,  Tex., 

dedication,  77 
AID.    See      International      Development, 

Agency  for 
Aiken,  Frank,  366 
Aiken,  Sen.  George  D,,  136  n.,  546,  575,  577, 

605 
Ailes,  Stephen.    See  Army,  Secretary  of  the 

(Stephen  Ailes) 
Ainsworth,  Miller,  763 
Air  Force,  52, 199, 647, 665, 716 
Air  Force,  Department  of  the,  285  [16],  308, 

35i5  5i6[3] 
Procurement,  703 
Air  Force,  Secretary  of  the  (Eugene  M. 
Zuckert),  37,  256  [13],  285  [16],  409, 
510,612,783 
Air  pollution,  50, 132  (p.  189),  179,  357, 422, 
562,  578,  599,  620,  650,  667,  66g,  732, 
736,747.755.760 
Air  safety,  391 
Air  travelers,  protection,  173 
Aircraft 
J-58  aircraft  engine,  201  [2] 
Mach  2.3,  proposed,  310 
Procurement,  216 

Supersonic  civil  transport,  132  (p.  188), 
201  [2],  242  [9],  294  [6],  355,  789 
See  also  Aircraft,  military;  Aviation 
Aircraft,  miUtary,  132  (p.  184),  736 
A-ii  jet  interceptor,  world  speed  record, 

201  [2],  256  [3] 
Airlift  capacity,  132  (p.  184),  199,  382, 

413.467 
Bombers,  266  [18],  382, 635 
A7A,  382 
F-111,382 
RB-66  reconnaissance,  170  [i],  182, 232 


Aircraft,  military — Continued 

Bombers — Continued 

[2],  242  [18,  26],  246  [4] 

COIN  (counter-insurgency),  516  [3] 

SR-71  reconnaissance,  475  [  i  ] 

See  also  Aircraft;  Aviation 
Airlines,  215 

Airports,  Federal  aid,  215, 410, 453, 598 
Akron,  Ohio 

Campaign  remarks,  693 

Mayor  Edward  Erickson,  693 
Alabama 

Gov.  George  C.  Wallace,  246  [7],  256  [7, 
19],  285  [i],  316  [14,  18,  21],  455 
[i9].475[i8] 

Primary  election,  316  [  14, 21] 
Alaska 

Earthquake  relief,  241,  242  [i,  16],  286, 
294  [7],  308,  319,  368,  371,  615 

Fisheries,  559 

Gov.  William  A.  Egan,  241,  242  [16], 

..615 

Visit  to,  question  of,  242  [16] 

Alaska,  Federal  Field  Committee  for  Devel- 
opment Planning  in,  615 

Alaska,  Federal  Reconstruction  and  Devel- 
opment Planning  Commission  for,  241 
n-.  294  [7],  308,  319,  368,  615^ 

Alaska,  President's  Review  Committee  for 
Development  Planning  in,  615  n. 

Alaska  Omnibus  Act,  amendment,  286,  371 

Alaska  Railroad,  615 

Albert,  Repr.  Carl,  341  n.,  516  [20],  540, 
542, 587  [2],  597 

Albuquerque,  N.  Mex.,  campaign  remarks, 
732 

Alcott,  Amos  B.,  360 

Alden,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Vernon  R.,  323 

Aldrich,  Daniel  C,  414 

Alexandria,  Va.,  campaign  remarks,  628 

Alfred  E.  Smith  Memorial  Foundation,  662 

Allen,  Fred,  314 

Allen,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ivan,  Jr.,  330 

Alliance  for  Progress,  45,  46,  66,  69,  91  (p. 

117),  123,  132  (p.  186),  192,  193,  194, 

218  [34],  227,  245,  269,  272,  438,  441, 

443.  561,  590.  596,  607,  769 

Ambassadors  of  participating  countries, 

316  [9],  340 
California-Chile  project,  227 
Campaign  remarks,  695, 702 
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Alliance  for  Progress — Continued 

News  conference  remarks,  71  [5,  16],  150 
[7],  285  [6,  13],  455  [16],  560  [2] 
3d  anniversary,  220 
U.S.  support  of,  9, 316  [9] 
Alliance  for  Progress,  Inter-American  Com- 
mittee on  the,  211  [8],  220,  227,  340, 

.475  [31.726,769 
Allied  capitals,  visits  of  Henry  Cabot  Lodge, 

.  504  [9]. 

Allied  Motion  Picture  Theater  Owners  of 
Maryland,  Inc.,  354 

Allied  States  Association  of  Motion  Picture 
Exhibitors,  354 

Allis-Chalmers  Manufacturing  Co.,  350  n. 

AUred,  James  V.,  763 

Alphand,  Herve,  188, 189 

Alphand,  Mme.  Herve,  188, 189 

Altamaha  River  Basin,  Georgia,  716 

Alvarez,  Luis  W.,  98 

Amalgamated  Clothing  Workers,  50th  an- 
niversary, 334 

Ambassadors  from  American  Republics,  316 

[9].  340.455  [16] 

Ambassadors,  U.S.,  appointments,  242  [2] 

Ambassadors,  U.S.,  to  Latin  America,  71  [9], 
211  [8],  218  [34] 

American  Automobile  Association  Lifesav- 
ing  Medal,  317 

American  Bankers  Association,  455  [13] 

American  Bar  Association,  511 

American  Federation  of  Labor,  430  n. 

American  Field  Service  students,  remarks 
to,  465 

American  Heart  Association  award,  presen- 
tation, 164 

American   Heritage  Foundation,  508,  560 

American  Indians,  National  Congress  of,  120 

American  Legion,  640 

American-Mexican  Chamizal  Convention 
Act  of  1964, 58  n. 

American  Motor  Corp.,  745 

American  Republics,  220, 232  [  i  ] 
Ambassadors  from,  316  [9],  340,  455  [16] 
U.S.  Ambassadors  to,  71  [9],  211  [8],  218 

[34] 

See  also  Inter- American;  Latin  America; 
Organization  of  American  States;  spe- 
cific countries 
American  Revolution,  321, 417 


American  Society  of  Newspaper  Editors,  266 

[i],27o,285ftn.  (p.524)^ 
American    States,    Organization    of.    See 

Organization  of  American  States 
American  Trade  Centers,  722 
Amistad  Dam,  193 
Amster,  Daniel,  660 
Anaconda,  Mont.,  unemployment,  99 
Anchorage,  Alaska,  242  [  i  ] 
Andersen,  Hans  Christian,  394 
Andersen,  Martin,  712 

Anderson,  Sen.  Clinton  P.,  105, 273, 294  [7], 
368,461,554,608,615,732 
Medical    care    bill.    See   King-Anderson 

medical  care  bill 
Report  on  Alaska  reconstruction,  319 
Anderson,  Mrs.  Clinton  P.,  273 
Anderson,  Evelyn,  204  n. 
Anderson,  Marian,  27 
Anderson,  Peyton  T.,  Jr.,  716 
Anderson,  Robert  B.,  245,  285  [6],  316  [11], 

604,612,659,747,809 
Anderson,  William  R.,  645, 701 
Andolsek,  L.  J.,  434 
Andreas,  Dwayne,  255 
Andrews  Air  Force  Base,  Maryland,  remarks 

upon  arrival,  i 
Ann  Arbor,  Mich.,  357  n. 
Antarctic  Treaty,  551 

Antarctica,  U.S.  policy  and  international  co- 
operation in,  report,  551 
Anthony,  Susan  B.,  257, 298, 666 
Antipoverty  program,  89,  91  (pp.  112,  114), 
124  (p.  164),  132  (pp.  176,  182),  160, 
179,  182,  183,  194,  199,  218  [17],  220, 
228,  233,  235,  238,  239,  248,  268,  269, 
270,  272,  275,  278,  280,  293,  295,  300, 
311,  314,  340,  357,  388,  391,  394,  396, 
398,  406,  415,  431,  433,  477,  496,  528, 
550,  650,  669,  677,  728,  732,  747,  754, 
757>  759?  770?  778?  798?  800,  801,  802, 
811 
Aid  to  education,  124  (p.  164) 
Aid  to  health  programs,  124  (p.  164) 
Aid   for  unemployed   workers,    124    (p. 

165),  219, 267, 288, 289 
Antipoverty  bill,  221,  246  [15],  266  [21], 
267,  294  [2],  297,  305,  332,  352,  386, 
504  ftn.  (p.  939),  521  [13] 
See  also  Economic  Opportunity  Act  of 
1964 
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Antipoverty  program — Continued 
Appalachian  area,  124  (p.  165),  132  (p. 
184),  211  [28],  219,  242  [19,  21],  246 
[6],  256  [14],  285  [2],  292,  293,  294 
[2,  18],  295,  316  [15],  320,  321,  322, 
323*  324*  325>  326,  327^  328,  329^  330> 
33i»  332,  334.  336  [9»  10].  338,  342 
Appropriations  for,  218  [15] 
Business  participation  in,  297   [i],  314, 

336  [20] 
California,  580 

Campaign  remarks,  541,  548,  566,  589, 
605,  606,  635,  648,  654,  661,  666,  680, 

734.  736,  742,  746,  748,  751.  760 
Community  action  program,  124  (p.  165), 

132  (pp.  181,  184,  189,  194),  219,  289 
Employment  for  young  persons,  246  [20] 
Expansion  of  coverage,  question  of,  294 

[9] 

Farmers,  219 

Government  agency  for,  question  of,  218 

[16] 

Indians,  120 

Job  Corps.    See  Job  Corps 

Labor  organizations,  participation  in,  297, 
336  [20] 

Message  to  Congress,  219 

New  York,  334 

News  conference  remarks,  54  [9],  170  [4, 
19],  211  [28],  242  [19,  21],  246  [6, 
15,  20],  256  [14],  266  [21],  285  [2], 
294  [2,  9,  18],  316  [15],  336  [9,  10, 
20],  516  [4, 12],  521  [13] 

Nondiscrimination  policy,  256  [14] 

North  Carolina,  103 

Older  persons  serving,  712 

Peace  Corpsmen,  former,  participation  in, 

.   347  . . 
Private  citizens  participation,  316   [28], 

336  [20]    ^ 
Relation  to  foreign  policy,  280 
Role  of  women,  289 
Role  of  youth,  323 
Rural  areas,  54  [9],  132  (p.  184),  219,  225, 

344,434,528 
Urban  areas,  132  (p.  184),  528 
Volunteers,  219, 289 
Antitank  missile  system,  170  [3],  382 
ANZUS  Council  (Australia,  New  Zealand, 

U.S.),  426, 464 
Apollo  space  project,  211  [32] 


Appalachia,  Federal  Development  Planning 

Commission  for,  establishment,  711 
Appalachian  area,  728 
Antipoverty  program,  124  (p.  165),  132 
(p.  184),  211  [28],  219,  242  [19,  21], 
246  [6],  256  [14],  285  [2],  292,  293, 
294  [2,  18],  295,  316  [15],  320,  321, 
322,  323,  324,  325,  326,  327,  328,  329, 

330.  33i»  332,  334>  336  [9.  io]>  338, 
342, 
Economic  development,  91  (p.  114),  126, 

132  (p.  184),  213,  300,  711 
Education,  321 
Federal  aid,  314,  711 

Governors,  285  [2],  293,  294  [2],  300,  711 
Highways,  300 
President's  visit  to,  280  [i] 
Schools,  325 

Unemployment,  213,  246  [6],  321,  325 
See    also   Area    redevelopment;    specific 
States 
Appalachian  Commission,  Federal-State,  pro- 
posed establishment,  294  [2] 
Appalachian  Governors,  Council  of,  300 
Appalachian  Regional  Commission,  Presi- 
dent's, 293  n.,  294  [2],  300 
Approval  of  acts  of  Congress.    See  Legisla- 
tion, statements  upon  approval 
Arab  nations,  U.S.  relations  with,  258,  265 
Aran  jo  Castro,  Joao  de  (Foreign  Minister  of 

Brazil),  66 
Arbuckle,  Ernest  C,  622 
Area  redevelopment,  598, 729 
Appalachian  area,  91  (p.  114),  213, 300 
Federal  aid,  124  (p.  165),  132  (p.  188), 
213 
Area  Redevelopment  Act,  22,  124  (p.  165), 

213, 219, 290, 297,  642 
Area   Redevelopment    Administration,    99, 

323, 606 
Area  Redevelopment  Administrator   (Wil- 
liam L.  Batt),  6j 
Arends,  Repr.  Leslie  C,  96 
Argentina,  143  ftn.  (p.  219) 

Argentine  senators,  remarks  to,  269 
Assistance,  269 
Aristode,287,357,39i 
Arizona,  590 

Campaign  remarks,  649 

Dispute  with  California,  294  [12],  733 

Glen  Canyon  Dam,  256  [16] 
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Arizona — Continued 

Gov.  Paul  Fannin,  649 

Visit  to,  question  of,  280  [3] 
Arkansas,  486  [7] 

Campaign  remarks,  599 

Gov.  Orval  E.  Faubus,  599 
Arkansas  River  navigation  project,  486  [7], 

597.598 
Armed  Forces,  Committee  on  Equal  Oppor- 
tunity in  the,  816 
Armed  Forces,  Industrial  College  of  the,  533 
Armed  Forces,  U.S.,  213,  379  [9],  409,  783 
Casualties  in,  770 
Conventional  forces,  91  (p.  116),  132  (p. 

184),  703 

Defense  procurement  and  research  appro- 
priation authorization,  230 

Equal  opportunity,  816 

In  the  Congo,  780  [2, 16] 

In  Europe,  49, 132  (p.  184),  382 

In  Germany,  76 

In  Viet-Nam,  26,  83,  211  [33],  223,  294 

[5L  314.  379  [io]>793 
Increase  in  strength,  132  (p.  184),  382, 

467,611,775 
Messages  to 
On  death  of  President  Kennedy,  6 
Thanksgiving  Day,  779 
Nuclear  forces,  132  (p.  184),  467 
Overseas,  31,  227,  732,  816 
President's  service  in,  426,  493 
Reduction,  271  [16] 
Recruitment  programs,  619  [3] 
Reserve  forces,  mobilization,  382 
Schools,  occupational  training  in,  213 
Special  Forces,  382 
Women  in,  298 
Arms  control,  382,  388,  395,  475  [7],  541, 
562,  577,  607,  719,  764,  797,  820 
See  also  Disarmament 
Arms  Control  and  Disarmament  Agency, 
U.S.    See  United  States  Arms  Con- 
trol and  Disarmament  Agency 
Arms  race,  693 
Army,  665 
Battle  flag,  presentation  to  the  President,  119 
Chief  of  Staff,  420  [3] 
Increase  in  strength,  132  (p.  184),  199, 467, 

611,703,716 
Riot  training,  600 


Army,  Department  of  the,  transfer  of  land, 

422 
Army,  Secretary  of  the  (Stephen  Ailes),  422, 

510,612,711,809 
Army,  Secretary  of  the  (Cyrus  R.  Vance), 
37, 119  n.,  127 
Memorandum  to,  81  n. 
Arrow  Lakes  Dam,  135 
Arthritis,  755 
Arts 
Federal  aid,  784 
Growth  in  U.S.,  391 
Iranian  exhibit  in  U.S.,  369, 385 
Presidential  Board,  proposed,  266  [6] 
Arts,  National  Council  on  the,  524, 784 
Ascension  Island,  780  [2] 
Ashley,  Repr.  Thomas  L.,  323, 642 
Ashmore,  Repr.  Robert  T.,  719 
Asia,  South  Asia,  and  Southeast  Asia,  150 
[15],  211  [27],  475  [3],  626  n.,  788 
Assistance,  45,  186,  189,  227,  379  [i],  420 
[i],  500,  597,  617,  627,  662  n.,  675, 
686,693,797 
Communist  aggression,  170  [i,  5,  10,  18], 
182,  189,  201  [5,  17],  218  [24],  272, 
280  [8],  285  [12],  379  [i],  420  [i], 
474, 499,  662, 702 
Neutralization  of  Southeast  Asia,  question 

.  of,  170  [14] 
Philippine  assistance  to,  626,  627 
U.S.  military  dependents,  return  home, 

475  [10] 

U.S.  policy  in,  420  [i],  607,  626  n. 

Visit  of  Robert  F.  Kennedy,  156,  170  [i] 

See  also  specific  countries 
Aspinall,  Repr.  Wayne  N.,  554,  658 
Associated  Press,  272 

Association  of  State  Aviation  Officials,  Na- 
tional, 215 
Astronauts,  United  States 

Cooper,  Maj.  L.  Gordon,  569,  572 

Glenn,  Lt.  Col.  John  H.,  Jr.,  374,  725,  733 

See  also  Manned  space  flights;  Space  re- 
search and  exploration 
Ataturk,  Mustafa  Kemal,  416, 418 
Athenagoras  I,  Patriarch,  147 
Athens,  Ohio,  323 

Athletic  achievement,  comments  on,  106, 401 
Atlanta,  Ga.,  330 

Mayor  Ivan  Allen,  Jr.,  330 
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Atlantic  Alliance,  102  n.,  109,  582,  608,  610, 

685,780  [i], 788, 797 
Atlantic  City,  N.J.,  233, 589 
Democratic  Committee  dinner,  338 
Democratic  National  Committee,  remarks 

to,  542 
Democratic    National    Convention,    218 
[19],  256  [22],  539,  540 
Acceptance  address,  541 
Atlantic  community,  49,  102  n.,  244,  400, 

608,610,  696,780  [i],  788 
Atlantic  Missile  Range,  Station  No.  i,  re- 
designation,  13 
Atlantic  Ocean 
Canal  to  Gulf  of  Mexico,  198 
Canal  to  Pacific  Ocean,  266  [5],  594 
Atlantic  partnership,  49,  72,  76,  91  (p.  117), 
109,  186,  244,  272,  384,  394,  612,  662  n., 
788 
Atomic  bombs,  297  [2] 
Atomic  energy,  132  (pp.  176, 191) 
Control  of,  562, 577 
Peaceful  uses,  29,  69,  396,  545,  560  [6], 

715,  718,  719 
Use  for  aircraft  carriers,  proposed,   170 

[12] 

Atomic  Energy,  International  Conference  on 

the  Peaceful  Uses  of,  545 
Atomic  Energy  Act  of  1954,  439 
Atomic  Energy  Agency,  International,  29, 

75>  545, 7^5 
Atomic  Energy  Commission,  276,  298,  437, 
480 
News  conference  remarks,  211  [28],  420 

[2],  486  [2],  560  [6],  619  [i] 
Report,  715  n. 
Atomic    Energy    Commission,    Chairman 
(Glenn  T.  Seaborg),  19,  29,  276,  439, 
538, 546  n.,  715 
Memorandums  to,  62, 440 
News  conference  remarks  on,  294  [10], 
688  [  1 1,780  [22] 
Atomic  information,  U.S.-NATO  exchange 

of,  agreement,  439,  440 
Attorney  General  (Robert  F.  Kennedy),  218 
[10],  315,  40I5  428  n.,  452,  489,  523 
Letter,  537 

News  conference  remarks  on,  170  [4], 
211  [15],  256  [14],  266  [21],  285 
[11],  504  [13] 


Attorney  General  (Robert  F.  Kennedy) — 
Continued 
Report  on  organized  crime  and  racketeer- 
ing, 90 
Resignation,  556 
Visit  to  London  and  Asia,  156 
Visit  to  Malaysia,  150  [17] 
Visit  to  Southeast  Asia,  170  [  i  ] 
Attorney  General,  Acting  (Nicholas   deB. 
Katzenbach),  641,  684,  688   [5],  780 

[4,13] 
Letters,  614, 752 
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579,  580  n.,  650,  651,  733,  734,  735, 
736,767 
Population,  413 
Redwood  forests,  427 
Space  program,  409 
Calleja,  Joseph,  585 
Calnek,  Gary,  315 
Camp  Nam  Dong,  793 
Campaign    addresses    and    remarks.      See 
Election  campaign,  addresses,  remarks, 
etc. 
Campaign     Conference     for     Democratic 

Women,  305 
Campbell,  V.  Rev.  Gerard  J.,  788 
Campbell,  Gov.  Jack  M.,  732 
Campbell,  Joseph  (Comptroller  General  of 

the  United  States),  18, 261 
Campobello    International    Park    Commis- 
sion, Roosevelt,  455  [14] 
Campobello  Island,  New  Brunswick,  con- 
version to  international  park,   136  n., 

137. 13^.  140 
Canada 

Aid  to  developing  nations,  227 
Fisheries  in  North  Pacific,  559 
Great  Lakes  shipping,  140 
Martin,  Paul  (Secretary  of  State  for  Ex- 
ternal Affairs),  134, 135,  140 
Pearson,  Lester  B.   See  Pearson,  Lester  B. 
U.S.  agreements  with 

Columbia  River  agreement,  134,   135, 

140.  563  [3].  574.  576.  598, 599.  ^56 

Roosevelt     Campobello     International 

Park  agreement,  136  n.,  137, 138, 140 

U.S.-Canada  Committee  on  Trade  and 

Economic  Affairs,  140 
U.S.-Canada  Joint  Ministerial  Committee 

on  Defense,  140 
U.S.  relations  with,  80,  128,  136,  138,  140, 

574.575.576,577 
Visit  to,  575, 576 
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Canal  Zone  dispute,  U.S.-Panama,  95,  104, 
114,  182,  189,  192,  218  [30],  220,  235, 
245,  544,  607,  643,  648,  652,  726,  749, 
809 
Joint  cooperation  committee,  104, 245 
News  conference  remarks,  143  [i],  150 
[2,  14],  201  [6],  232  [i,  3,  9],  242 
[11],  246  [4] 
Canals,  sea-level,  proposed 
Adantic-Pacific  canal,  266  [5],  594 
Central  America,  809 
Florida,  198 
Cancer 
President's  Commission  on  Heart  Disease, 
Cancer,  and  Stroke,  179,  211  [6],  268, 
617,  798 
Prevention,  268,  391,  656,  66j,  66g,  733, 

755>  798 
Candidacy  for  reelection,  the  Presidents, 
218  [22] 
News  conference  remarks,  54  [7],  71  [15], 

170  [9,  11],  201  [10],  242  [14,  22], 

256   [22],  271    [10],  336   [11,   13], 

420  [7, 10] 
Nomination,  remarks  accepting,  541 
Candidates  for  President 
Availability  of  information  to,  272,  280 

[6],  285  [i,  17],  294  [15],  462  [9], 

516 [II] 
News  conference  remarks  on,   170    [9], 

246  [4],  280  [6],  285   [i,  17],  294 

[15],  420  [7,  10],  462  [91,516  [11] 
Candidates  for  public  office 
California,  411,  413,  650,  733,  734,  735, 

736 
Delaware,  749, 750 
Florida,  712 
Idaho,  659 

Illinois,  635,  636, 747, 748 
Indiana,  639, 640,  729 
Kansas,  741 
Kentucky,  643,  644 
Maine,  606 
Maryland,  703 
Michigan,  745 
Minnesota,  435 
Missouri,  695 
Montana,  656 
Nevada,  652, 655 
New  Hampshire,  607 
New  Jersey,  338, 660 


Candidates  for  public  office — Continued 

New  Mexico,  732 

New  York,  666, 66y,  668, 669, 670, 751 

North  Carolina,  631 

Ohio,  642, 678, 679, 680, 693 

Pennsylvania,  566, 661, 728, 742 

Tennessee,  645, 701, 702 

Texas,  544, 760, 761, 762 

Vermont,  605 

Virginia,  628 

Wisconsin,  746 

Wyoming,  657 
Candidates  for  Vice  President,   170   [11], 
211  [12,  15,  17],  242  [20],  285  [18,  20], 

294  [i7]>  455  [io]>  475  [m],  4^6  [9, 

16],  489,  516  [7],  521  [12],  539,  540 

Cannon,  Repr.  Clarence,  263  n.,  271    [7], 

455  [i] 
Cannon,  Sen.  Howard  W.,  256  [13],  575, 

577, 652, 655 

Cantor,  Eddie,  163 

Canyonlands  National  Park  bill,  554  n. 

Cape  Canaveral,  Fla.,  12 

Cape  Kennedy,  Fla.,  12, 162  n.,  572 

Capital  gains  taxes,  132  (p.  179) 

Capitalism,  comments  on,  530 

Capiin,  Mortimer  M.   (Commissioner,  In- 
ternal Revenue  Service),  182 

Carey,  Repr.  Hugh  L.,  668 

Carey,  James  B.,  590,  622 

Carey,  Walter  F.,  295 

Cargo  Preference  Laws,  617 

Caribbean  area,  186 
Communism,  defense  against,  37 

Carlson,  Sen.  Frank,  172 

Carlson,  Dr.  Paul,  780  ftn.  (p.  1612) 

Carlyle,  Thomas,  181, 343, 352 

Carmichael,  Leonard,  141 

Carnegie,  Andrew,  181 

Carnegie  Foundation,  622 

Carpenter,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  S.,  560  [13] 

Carpenter,  Paul  B.,  736 

Carper,  Elsie,  208 

Carr,  Robert  S.,  712 

Carr,  Waggoner,  763 

Carrillo  Flores,  Antonio,  58, 596, 767 

Carroll,  Diahann,  751 

Carroll,  John  A.,  658 

Carson,  Rachael,  341 

Carter,  Edward,  414 

Carter,  John,  211  [6] 
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Carvel,  Gov.  Elbert  N.,  338,  749, 750 
Gary,  William  L.,  530 
See  also  Securities  and  Exchange  Gom- 
mission,     Ghairman     (William     L. 
Gary) 
Gasals,  Pablo,  27 
Gase,  Sen.  GlifiEord  P.,  422 
Gasey,  Repr.  Bob,  760, 761, 762 
Casimir  Pulas\i,  U.S.S.,  515 
Gasper,  Wyo.,  campaign  remarks,  657 
Gastelo  Branco,  Humberto,  561 
Gastro,  Fidel,  175, 177, 272, 295, 330, 652 
Campaign  remarks  on,  544, 607, 612, 634, 

635.639,642,645,736,750 
Nev^s  conference  remarks  on,  246  [5], 
316  [231,455  [22]^ 
Gatavi-Siglo  Viente,  Bolivia,  60  n. 
Gater,  S.  Douglass,  Jr.,  513 
Catholic  Inter-American  Cooperation  Pro- 
gram, 123 
Cattle  industry,  246  [18],  316  [6],  516  [14], 

732 
Gatto,  Henry  E.,  Jr.,  392 
Gatto,  Mrs.  Henry  E.,  Jr.  (Jessica),  392 
Gatton,  Bruce,  211  [7] 
Gaulfield,  Genevieve,  27 
Gavanagh,  Edward  F.,  Jr.,  224 
Gavanagh,  J.  P.,  356, 431, 562 
GCG.   See  Commodity  Credit  Corporation 
Gelebrezze,  Anthony  J.    See  Health,  Educa- 
tion, and  Welfare,  Secretary  of 
Gelebrezze,  Mrs.  Anthony  J.,  642 
Celeste,  Frank,  642 
Geller,  Repr.  Emanuel,  387 

Packaging    bill.    See   Hart-Cdler    pack- 
aging bill 
Cement  Masons'  International  Association 
of  the  United  States  and  Canada,  Op- 
erative Plasterers'  and,  547 
CENTO.    See  Central  Treaty  Organization 
Central  America,  sea-level  canal,  proposed, 

809 
Central  American  Common  Market,  438, 

443.769 
Central  Intelligence  Agency,  272,  645,  664 
Central  Intelligence  Agency,  Director  (John 

A.  McCone),  207,  664,  780  ftn.   (p. 

1616) 


Central  Intelligence  Agency,  Director  (John 
A.  McCone) — Continued 
Campaign  remarks  on,  612,  667,  678,  680, 

702, 747 
News  conference  remarks  on,  71  [7,  10], 
242  [9],  462  [9],  563  [i],  688  [i], 

818  [4]. 
Central    Intelligence    Agency    Retirement 

Act   of   1964   for   Certain   Employees, 

approval,  664 
Central  Treaty  Organization,  416 
Certificates  of  Merit,  presentation,  467 
Cessna  Aircraft  Co.,  350  n. 
Chafee,  Gov.  John  H.,  601 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  United  States  Jun- 
ior, 403 
Chamber  of  Commerce  of  the  United  States, 

211  [18], 295, 297  [i], 402 
Chamberlain,  Joshua,  606 
Chambers,  Justice  M.,  336  [7] 
Chamizal  Zone  agreement,  U.S. -Mexico,  58 

i93»  i94>  316  [io]>  587  [6] J  596,  598, 

599 
Chandler,  A.  B.  (Happy),  643,  644 
Chandler,  Mrs.  Norman,  208 
Chandler,  Walter,  701 
Ghaney,  Connie  Ray,  317  n. 
Chaney,  Earl  D.,  321 
Ghaney,  Mrs.  Earl  D.,  321 
Charisse,  Cyd,  199 
Charles  II,  King,  390 
Charter  Oak  Leadership  Medal,  acceptance, 

604  n. 
Charusathiara,  Gen.  Prapass,  476 
Chase,  Francis  S.,  1 16  n.,  457  n. 
Chase,  Milton,  480 
Chattanooga,  Tenn. 
Campaign  remarks,  702 
Mayor  Ralph  H.  Kelley,  702 
Chattanooga  Times,  702 
Chavez,  Dennis,  732 
Chelf,  Repr.  Frank.,  643, 644, 678 
Chesterfield,  Lord,  531 
Chiang  Kai-shek,  274 
Chiari,  Roberto  F.  (President  of  Panama), 

95,  201  [6],  232  [i],  245,  316  [11],  607 
Chicago,  111. 
Campaign  remarks,  748 
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Chicago,  111. — Continued 

Democratic  fundraising  dinner,  287 
Mayor  Richard  J.  Daley,  287,  455   [10], 
521  [51,748 
Chief  Justice  of  the  United   States   (Earl 
Warren),  2,  14,  15,  27,  117,  141,  153, 
172,  426,  427,  733,  796 
Letter,  595 
Child   Health   and   Human  Development, 

National  Institute  of,  403 
Children 
Aid  for  children  of  unemployed  workers, 

133, 160 
Health  and  welfare,  403,  490,  590,  755 
Presence  at  news  conference,  316  [i] 
See  also  Youth 
Children's  Bureau,  590 
Children's  Fund,  United  Nations,  227 
Childs,  Steven,  317  n. 

Chile,  143  ftn.  (p.  219),  688  [8],  726,  749 
Assistance,  227 
Election,  560  [2] 

Frei  Montalva,  Eduardo,  560   [2] 
China,  Communist,  272,  420  [5],  607,  619 
[15],  627, 693, 703, 737,  780  [  12] 
Economy,  686 

First  nuclear  device,  673,  675,  676,  678, 
679,  686,  688  [i],  693,  735,  736,  737, 
745, 780  [23],  797 
Recognition  by  France,  150  [11,  15],  170 

[i], 218  [31,32] 
Soviet  relations  with,  182,  246  [11],  643, 

686 
Threat  to  Asia,  627 

Threat  to  Viet-Nam,  question  of,  201  [5] 
U.N.  membership,  question  of,  170  [6], 

218  [32] 
U.S.  relations  with,  504  [15],  662 
View  of  Western  Alliance,  246  [14] 
China,  Republic  of,  122,  617 
Chiang  Kai-shek,  274 
Defense  of,  272 
China  Lake  (California)  Naval  Ordnance 

Test  Station,  170  [3] 
Christians  and  Jews,  National  Conference 

of,  113 
Christianson,  Edwin,  255 
Christmas,  the  President's,  54  [16] 
Christmas  message  to  Americans  in  Viet- 
Nam,  313 


Christmas  Tree,  National,  65, 810 
Chrysler  Corp.,  563  [2],  587  [9],  745 
Church,  Sen.  Frank,  659 
Church,  Mrs.  Frank,  659 
Churchill,  Sir  Winston  S.,  184,   199,  263, 
382, 764, 796  n. 

Letter,  781 

Memorial  Library,  263 
Churin,  Aleksandr  I.,  480  n. 
CIA.    See  Central  Intelligence  Agency 
CIAP.    See  Inter-American  Committee  on 

the  Alliance  for  Progress 
Cicero,  421 

Cieplinski,  Michel,  588  n. 
Cincinnati,  Ohio,  217 

Campaign  remarks,  678, 679 
Citations.    See  Awards  and  citations 
Citizens  Committee  for  Tax  Reduction  and 

Revision,  93 
Civil  aviation,  215 
Civil  disorders,  472,  475  [15,  20],  511,  560 

[i4]>  541 J  563  [9^  11^  13 ]»  ^^S  680 

New  York  City,  468 

Statement,  600 
Civil  rights,  51,  91  (p.  112),  iii,  124  (pp. 
165,  166),  139,  161,  182,  199,  238,  267, 
268,  269,  277,  279,  287,  289,  295,  301, 
302,  313,  323,  325,  330,  332,  334,  337, 
340,  342,  352,  357,  373,  391,  396,  406, 
412,  413,  415,  431,  433,  452,  472,  473, 
A77>  488,  506,  511,  522,  560  [10,  14], 
628  n.,  650, 669, 677, 721, 787,  800 

Armed  Forces,  compliance,  816 

Business  responsibilities,  139, 250, 314, 342, 

350 
Campaign  remarks,  541,  562,  566,  589, 
637^  639>  648,  655,  66j,  695,  719,  728, 

751 
Churches'  role,  301 

Civil  rights  bill.     See  Civil  rights  bill 
Demonstrations,  218  [35],  242  [13],  266 
[91,285  [11],  290,  336  [191,486  [15] 
Director  of  Conciliation,   proposed,  420 

[11. 13] 
Disappearance  of  workers  in  Mississippi, 
investigation,  420  [12],  455  [9],  504 

[3>8],563[9]. 
Effect  of  Democratic  primaries  on,  246,  [7] 
Effect  on  elections,  266  [23],  420  [10], 

796  n. 
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Civil  rights — Continued 

Employment.  See  Equal  employment 
opportunity 

Federal  compliance,  446,  792,  800,  812 

Hawaii,  534 

Housing,  91  (p.  116) 

Labor  responsibilities,  139,  221,  314,  342, 
350 

News  conference  remarks,  242  [13],  266 
[9,  20],  285  [11],  336  [19],  420  [9, 
II,  12,  13],  455  [9],  462  [5]>  475 
[9, 17],  486  [15],  504  [3,  8],  560  [10, 

i4].563[?]..       ^      ^ 
Press,  responsibilities  or,  496 
Public  accommodations.    See  Public  ac- 
commodations, equal  access  to 
Riots,  600 

Voting  rights.   See  Voting  rights 
See  also  Integration 
Civil  Rights  Act  of  1957, 800 
Civil  Rights  Act  of  1963, 800 
Civil  Rights  Act  of  1964,  446,  448,  452,  466, 
478  n.,  486  [15],  522,  620,  642,  667,  669, 
680, 728, 744, 792 
Civil  rights  bill,  11,  22,  158,  218  [35],  228, 
233,  238,  250,  270,  290,  292,  297,  301, 

314.  334.  342,  388,  397^  412,  413.  434 
Amendment  to  include  women,  question 

of,  170  [16] 
Approval,  446 

News  conference  remarks,  28  [4],  143  [2], 
150  [4],  170  [13,  16],  201  [16],  211 
[16,  20],  218  [35],  242  [13,  15],  246 
[9],  256  [11],  266  [9,  20,  21],  285 
[11],  316  [13],  336  [10,  14],  379  [8, 
20],  420  [9-11],  462  [11],  475  [9] 
Public  accommodations  section,  201   [16] 
Senate  debate  on,  211  [20],  218  [35],  246 
[9],  256  [11],  316   [13],  336   [14], 
379  [20] 
Civil  Service  Commission,  205,  302,  345, 
403,688  [4],8i2n. 
Annual  report,  168 
Civil  Service  Commission,  Chairman  (John 
W.  Macy,  Jr.),  178  n.,  302,  622,  775, 
777, 790 
Letters,  100, 151 
Civil  War,  605 
Clark,  Repr.  Frank,  728 
Clark,  Sen.  Joseph  S.,  55,  289,  390,  566, 
661, 728, 742 


Clark,  Dr.  R.  Lee,  211  [6] 
Clark,  William  G.,  635, 636, 637, 747 
Clark  Hill  Reservoir,  Georgia-South  Caro- 
lina, 718 
Clarke,  John  L.,  660  n. 
Classification  Act  of  1949, 711 
Clay,  Henry,  644 

Clay,  Gen.  Lucius  D.,  349  n.,  462  [2] 
Clean  Air  Act,  179 

Approval,  50 
Clement,  Gov.  Frank  G.,  324,  325,  645,  701, 

702 
Clement,  Mrs.  Frank  G.,  324, 325 
Clements,  Earle,  643, 644 
Clergy,  comments  on,  742 
Cleveland,  Harlan,  616  n. 
Cleveland,  Ohio,  405, 406 

Campaign  remarks,  642 

Mayor  Ralph  S.  Locher,  405,  406,  543, 
642 

Parade  of  Progress,  dedication,  543 
Cliburn,  Van,  75 

Clifton,  Maj.  Gen.  Chester  V.,  773 
Clifton,  N.J.,  338 

Clothing  Workers,  Amalgamated,  50th  an- 
niversary, 334 
Coal  industry,  unemployment,  292,  295,  297 
Coal  and  Steel  Community,  European,  788 
Coast  and  Geodetic  Survey,  308 
Coast  Guard,  216 

Cuban  fishermen  in  U.S.  waters,  arrest  of, 

175 

Coast  Guard  Academy,  382 

Coffee  Agreement,  International,  193,  662, 
728 

Cohen,  Joe,  77 

Cohen,  Manual  F.,  455  [8] 

See  also  Securities  and  Exchange  Com- 
mission, Chairman  (Manuel  F.  Co- 
hen) 

Cohen,  Sheldon  S.,  818  [2] 

Cohen,  Wilbur  J.,  356 

COIN    (counter-insurgency)    aircraft,   516 

[3] 

Cold  war,  396, 409 

Coleman,  William  L.,  406,  642,  680 

Coles,  John,  688  [3] 

Collective  bargaining,  124  (p.  157),  218 
[36],  233,  251,  270,  280  [11  [,  284,  287, 
290,  295,  297  [2]  589,  637,  638,  639, 
642,  643,  669,  670,  680,  719,  745,  746 
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Collective  bargaining — Continued 

News  conference  remarks,  232  [10],  242 
[8],  256  [i,  6],  266  [3,  12],  455  [3], 
780  [5] 

President's  function  in,  266  [12] 
College  of  the  Holy  Cross,  396 
College  Students  Registration  Week,  560  [i] 
Colleges,  513, 658, 754 

AID-financed  contracts,  482 

Community  colleges,  47 

Construction  program,  413 

Cooperation  with  business  and  Govern- 
ment, 124  (p.  163),  231, 456 

District  of  Columbia,  proposed,  116, 457  n. 

Extension  service,  414 

Federal  aid,  47,  132  (p.  182),  338,  413, 
414 

Increase,  601 

Negro,  fundraising,  79 

Participation  in  foreign  assistance,  617 

Presidents  of,  meeting,  485, 513 

Role  in  public  affairs,  709 

ROTC  programs,  665 

Scholarships,  601 

State  supported,  482 

Student  loan  program,  47, 53, 132  (p.  189), 

413.^76,755 
Summer  intern  program  for  students,  428 
Water  resources  research,  231 
See  also  Education;  specific  universities 

Collier  Trophy,  presentation,  593 

Collins,  John  F.,  727 

Collins,  LeRoy,  446,  521  [2],  522,  588  n., 

744 
Collins,  Lester,  635 
Collins,  Linton  M.,  389,  613 
Colombia,  143  ftn.  (p.  219),  809 

Assistance,  227, 340 

Economic  development,  352 

Sea-level  canal  survey,  266  [5] 
Colombo  plan,  471  n. 
Colonialism,  244 

Colorado,  campaign  remarks,  658 
Colorado  River,  water  desalinization,  193 
Columbia,  S.C. 

Campaign  remarks,  719 

Mayor  Lester  L.  Bates,  719 
Columbia  River  project,  135, 563  [3],  574 
Columbia  River  Treaty,  U.S.-Canada,  134, 
135,  140,  563  [3],  574,  576,  598,  599, 
656 


Columbus,  Christopher,  651 

Columbus  Day,  651 

Combs,  Bert  T.,  41, 174, 643, 644 

Commemorative  occasions.    See  Addresses, 

remarks,  etc.,  on  commemorative  or 

special  occasions 
Commerce,  132  (p.  187) 
Commerce,  Department  of,  124  (p.  163), 

711,722,805 
Lard,  embargo  on,  proposed,  201  [14] 
Personnel  changes,  806 
Commerce,     Secretary     of     (Luther     H. 

Hodges),  23  n.,  67,  178  n.,  203,  248, 

288,  350,  358,  522,  531,  537,  588  n.,  615, 

631,  711,  806 
Letters,  234, 705,  805 
Memorandum  to,  62 

News  conference  remarks,  242  [9],  285 
[2],294[2],3i6[3] 
Commission  on  Fine  Arts,  700 
Commission  on  Heart  Disease,  Cancer,  and 

Stroke,  President's,  179,  211  [6],  268, 

617, 798 
Commission  on  Narcotic  and  Drug  Abuse, 

President's  Advisory,  159, 179 
Commission  on  Organization  of  the  Execu- 
tive Branch  of  the  Government,  71  [12] 
Commission  on  Pennsylvania  Avenue.    See 

President's    Council    on   Pennsylvania 

Avenue 
Commission  on  Presidential  Scholars,  266 

[4L309 

Commission  on  Registration  and  Voting 
Participation,  President's,  57,  167 

Commission  to  Report  Upon  the  Assassina- 
tion of  President  John  F.  Kennedy,  14, 
232  [5],  280  [10],  281,  462  [8],  780 

Appointment  of,  executive  order,  15 
Report,595,6i9  [11,17] 
Commission  on  Statehood  for  Puerto  Rico, 

242  [5] 
Commission    on    the    Status    of    Women, 

President's,  294  [21  ] 
Commission  on  Technology,  Automation, 
and  Economic  Progress,  National,  214, 

525 
Commission  on  White  House  Fellows,  622 

Committee  on  the  Alliance  for  Progress,  In- 
ter-American, 220,  227,  475  [3] 
Committee  on  Business  Advisers,  271  [15] 
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Committee  on  Consumer  Interests,  Presi- 
dent's, 173 

Committee  for  Development  Planning  in 
Alaska,  Federal  Field,  615  n. 

Committee  for  Development  Planning  in 
Alaska,  President's  Review,  615 

Committee  for  Economic  Development,  775 

Committee  on  the  Economic  Impact  of  De- 
fense and  Disarmament,  62,  486  ftn.  (p. 

908) 

Committee  on  Employment  of  the  Handi- 
capped, President's,  302 
Distinguished  Service  Award,  235,  302  n. 
1964  award,  389 

Committee  on  Equal  Employment  Oppor- 
tunity, President's,  40,   iii,   139,  205, 
213,  221,  277,  342,  379  [7],  448 
Report,  812  n. 

Committee  on  Equal  Opportunity  in  the 
Armed  Forces,  816 

Committee  for  Johnson  and  Humphrey, 
National  Independent,  555 

Committee  on  Juvenile  Delinquency  and 
Youth  Crime,  President's,  334,  537, 
704  n. 

Committee  on  Labor-Management  Policy, 
President's  Advisory,  126,  213 

Committee  on  Manpower,  President's,  212, 
213,264 

Committee  on  the  National  Medal  of  Science, 
President's,  98  n. 

Committee  for  the  Preservation  of  the  White 
House,  211  [7,35] 

Committee  on  Private  Enterprise  in  For- 
eign Aid,  Advisory,  227 

Committee  on  Public  Higher  Education  in 
the  District  of  Columbia,  President's, 
116  n.,  457 

Committee  on  Reduction  of  Nonessential 
Federal  Expenditures,  316  [4] 

Committee  on  Supersonic  Transport,  Presi- 
dent's Advisory,  242  [9,  17],  294  [6] 

Committee  on  Trade  on  Economic  Affairs, 
U.S.-Canada,  140 

Committee  on  Trade  Negotiations,  Public 
Advisory,  278 

Committee  for  Traffic  Safety,  President's,  565 

Committee  on  Utilization  of  Scientific  and 
Engineering  Manpower,  271  ftn.  (p. 
488), 456  n. 


Commodity  Credit  Corporation,  132  (p.  187) 
Common  Market.    See  European  Economic 

Community 
Common  Market,  Central  American,  438, 

443^769 
Commonwealth    Prime    Ministers    Confer- 
ence, London,  474 
Communications 

Technological  progress,  517, 788 
U.S.-Japan,  trans-Pacific  telephone,  408 
U.S.-Soviet,  direct  line,  395,  413,  435,  504 

[12],  607,  662  n.,  66j,  686 
See  also  Communications  satellites 
Communications  Satellite  Act  of  1962,  180 
Communications  Satellite  Corporation,  180, 

517,587  [i] 
Communications  satellites,  132  (p.  187),  180, 
408  n.,  517 
Global  commercial  system,  international 

agreement,  532 
Relay,  779  n. 

Syncom,  180  n.,  632, 779  n. 
Communications  Workers  of  America,  406 
Communism,  244,  462  [12] 
U.S.  policy  on,  619  [18] 
Versus  democracy,  8,  91   (p.  116),  139, 
227,  280,  413,  531,  562,  589,  598,  604, 
607,  617,  631,  633,  638,  640,  643,  648, 
650,  652,  655,  668,  669,  678,  686,  694, 
695,  702,  703,  709,  726,  734,  735, 

736, 737 
Communist  aggression,  132  (p.  176),  227, 
272,413,416,424,516  [191,607,627,702 

Africa,  702 

Asia,  170  [i,  5,  10,  18],  182,  189,  201  [5, 
17],  218  [24],  272,  280  [8],  285  [12], 
379  [i],  420  [i],  474,  499,  662,  702 

Caribbean  area,  37 

Laos,  201  [7],  294  [16],  400,  420  [i,  5], 
500,504  [4] 

Latin  America,  220,  272,  443,  702 

Malaysia,  471 

Venezuela,  486  [3] 

Viet-Nam,  37,  83,  170  [i,  5,  10,  18],  201 
[5.  17].  211  [33],  218  [24],  223,  272, 
280  [8],  313,  316  [27],  348,  379  [i], 

400,  475  [3]^  497.  498,  499.  5oo»  5^4 
[4],  507,  509,  511,  560  [3],  561,  563 
[i],  591,  627,  662,  693,  793 
Western  Hemisphere,  26,  316  [23],  635 
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Communist  bloc,  124  (p.  162),  686,  689,  702, 

737.746 
Civil  war,  spread  of,  192 
Sino-Soviet  rift,  effect  on  U.S.,  246  [11], 

643. 
Trade  with,  294  [20, 22],  641 
U.S.  relations  with,  696 
View  of  U.S.  morals,  280  [5  ] 
See  also  specific  countries 
Community  development,  124  (p.  163),  132 
(p.  188),  189,  219,  289,  757 
Federal  aid,  124  (p.  165),  132  (pp.  181, 

184,189, 194),  152,219,289 
Message  to  Congress,  152 
Community  Development,  Department  of 
Housing  and,  proposed,  132  (p.  194), 

Community    Relations,    National    Citizens 

Committee  for,  522 
Community  Relations  Service,  446 
Comptroller  General  of  the  United  States 

(Joseph  Campbell),  18, 261 
Conant,  James  B.,  27 
Conciliation  Service,  Federal  Mediation  and, 

614  n. 
Concord,  Calif.,  rapid  transit  system,  410 
Conference  on  International  Rural  Devel- 
opment, 482 
Conference  on  Occupational  Safety,  421 
Congo,  Republic  of  the  (Leopoldville) 
Belgian  troops  in,  780  [2, 16] 
Civil  disorder  in,  780  [2, 10] 
Civilian  rescue  operations,  780  [2,  16] 
Rebel  forces,  780  [10] 
Tshombe,  Moise,  455   [12],  475  [8] 
U.S.  relations  with,  780   [2] 
U.S.  troops  in,  780  [2, 16] 
Congress 
Adjournment,  question  of,  516  [5] 
Antipoverty  bill.  House  action  on,  505 
Appropriation  bills,  House  action  on,  455 

Appropriations  for  foreign  aid,  218  [33] 
Civil  rights  bill.  Senate  debate  on,  211 
[20],  218   [35],  246   [9],  256   [11], 
316  [13],  336  [14],  379  [20] 
Comments  on,  536, 619  [6],  735 
Education  Act,  Senate  approval,  36 
Excise  taxes,  House  action  on,  407 


Congress — Continued 

Holidays  spent  in  session,  71  [14] 
IDA  bill.  House  action  on,  346 
Investigation  of  Robert  G.  Baker,  201  [4], 

218  [13],  455  [21],  563  [15] 
Leaders,  meeting  with,  688  [i] 
Legislative  record,  53,  71  [16],  78,  91  (p. 
112),  143  [2],  150  [5],  170  [13],  179, 
201  [9],  228,  242  [22],  271  [7],  307, 
33S,  342,  350.  434.  482,  488,  504  [2], 
514,  520,  521  [2],  527,  549,  554,  578, 
603,  605,  620,  640,  642,  643,  645,  650, 
652,  657,  658,  667,  669,  676,  678,  695, 
703,  728,  729,  756,  761 
Medicare  bill.  Senate  passage  of,  552 
Members  at  a  press  conference,  285  [19] 
New  Democratic  Members,  776,  799 
Pay,  132  (p.  194),  222,  267,  270,  271  [10] 
President's  service  in,  22,  37,  51,  96,  120, 
124  (p.  155),  170  [9],  182,  215,  242 
[26],  250,  289,  295,  297,  330,  334,  336 
[14]^  337.  342,  372,  388,  413,  486 
[11],  512,  550,  560   [10],  562,  578, 
5^9y  59i>  597.  605,  608  n.,  617,  635, 
637,  642,  643,  645,  648,  652,  658,  676, 
678,  680,  694,  695,  702,  703,  712,  716, 
718,  728,  729,  733,  734,  736,  741,  742, 

747.  748,  749.  75^^  7^2,  764.  799.  808 

Reaction  to  closing  of  military  installa- 
tions, 71  [11] 

Relationship  with  the  executive  branch, 
11,81,777 

Salute  to  Members  of,  462  [11],  527 

Southeast  Asia,  Joint  Resolution  on,  pas- 
sage, 503 

Special  session,  question  of,  316  [13] 
Congress,  letters  to  Members  of 

Anderson,  Sen.  Clinton  P.,  Alaska  recon- 
struction, 319 

Buckley,  Repr.  Charles  A.,  renaming  of 
National  Cultural  Center,  39 

Byrd,  Sen.  Harry  Flood,  reduction  in  tax 
withholding  rate,  92 

Harris,  Repr.  Oren,  transportation,  154 

Magnuson,  Sen.  Warren  G.,  transporta- 
tion, 154 

McNamara,  Sen.  Pat,  renaming  of  Na- 
tional Cultural  Center,  39 

Mills,  Repr.  Wilbur  D.,  tax  bill,  196 
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Congress,  letters  to  Members  of — Continued 
President  pro  tempore  of  the  Senate  and 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives 
Alaska  Omnibus  Act,  proposed  amend- 
ment, 286 
Alaskan  reconstruction  legislation,  368 
Appalachian  area,  300 
Civil    rights    program,    appropriations 

for,  466 
Fair    Lal3or    Standards    Act,    amend- 
ments proposed,  166 
Food    industry,    study    proposed,    242 

National  Commission  on  Automation 
and  Technological  Progress,  pro- 
posed, 214 
National  Council  on  the  Arts,  proposed 

establishment,  524 
National  Oceanographic  Program,  229 
Pay  bill,  222 

Peace  Corps  appropriations,  112 
Reduction  in  cost  of  operating  the  Gov- 
ernment, 240 
Technological  revolution,  214 
Water  resources  program,  231 
See  also,  Congress,  messages  to;  Congress, 
reports  to,  messages  transmitting 
Congress,  messages  to 
Assistance  to  Viet-Nam,  348 
Budget,  132 

Consumer  interests,  173 
District  of  Columbia  budget,  133 
Foreign  assistance,  227 
Health,  national,  179 
Housing  and  community   development, 

152 
Kennedy,  John  F. 
Death  of,  11 

50-cent  pieces,  coinage,  33 
Manpower  Report  of  the  President,  213 
North  Viet-Nam  attacks  on  U.S.  vessels, 

500 
Poverty,  219 
State  of  the  Union,  91 

See  also  Congress,  letters  to  Members  of; 
Congress,  reports  to,  messages  trans- 
mitting 


Congress,  reports  to,  messages  transmitting 
Aeronautics  and  space  activities,  155 
Antarctica,  U.S.  policy  and  international 

cooperation  in,  551 
Atomic     information,     exchange     with 

NATO  and  member  nations,  439 
Economic  report,  124 
Foreign  assistance  programs,  617 
President's  Appalachian  Regional  Com- 
mission, 300 
President's  Manpower  Report,  213 
Trade  agreements  program,  592 
United  Nations,  U.S.  participation,  529 
See  also  Congress,  letters  to  Members  of; 
Congress,  messages  to 
Congressional  committee  reports,  307 
Congressional  Medal  of  Honor,  presentation, 

793 
Connally,  Gov.  John  B.,  72  n.,  280  [  io]i 

281,  375>  596,  597»  598,  599^  73^,  7^o> 
761,763,765,767,778 
Connally,  Mrs.  John  B.  (Nellie),  596,  763, 

767. 
Connecticut,  383 
Campaign  remarks,  603, 604 
Gov.  John  N.  Dempsey,  285   [7],  382, 
383, 603 
Conner,  Doyle  E.,  709,  712, 713 
Connor,  John  T.,  806 
Conservation  camps,  267 
Conservation  and   development  of  natural 
resources,  132  (pp.  176,  187),  219,  267, 

287,  39i>  396,  427.  554>  578,  597>  599> 
606,  644,  650,  654,  66j,  66g,  6y^,  713, 
719, 729, 737, 760, 787 
Legislation  on,  620 
Presidential  policy  paper,  756 
Constantine  II,  King,  209 
Constitution,  U.S.,  81,  250,  270,  453,  462 

[5L511 
Presidential  succession,  amendment  pro- 
posed, 211   [13,  29],  218  [9] 
24th  amendment 
Adoption,  145 
Certification,  171 
Consumer  Advisory  Council,  43,  86, 173 
Consumer  Interests,  President's  Committee 
on,  86, 173 
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Consumer  Price  Index,  124  (p.  160),  211 

[3],  463, 619  [4] 
Consumers,  233 
Credit,  173 

Message  to  Congress,  173 
Protection  of,  43, 173, 179, 242  [10],  391, 
740,787,803 
Drugs,  159, 458 
Pesticides,  341 
Publications,  173 

Regional  conferences,  proposed,  173 
Spending,  124  (pp.  157,  159,  160),  173, 

i97>  233,  379  [5].  459.  5o^y  54^,  5^3 
[6],  619  [4],  630, 724, 757, 771 
Continental  Grain  Co.,  195  n. 
Continental  Shelf,  353 
Contracts,  Government 
AID-financed,  482, 617 
Aircraft  development,  355  n. 
Defense,  18,  170  [2],  285  [16],  409,  486 

[2],  5^3  [6],  690  n.,  741 
Equal  employment  opportunity  under,  792 
Uranium,  294  [10] 
Conyers,  John,  Jr.,  745 

Cooky,  Repr.  Harold  D.,  327,  328,  546,  631 
Coombs,  Charles,  296 
Cooper,  Sen.  John  Sherman,  14,  15,  150  [7], 

291, 292 
Cooper,  Maj.  L.  Gordon,  569, 572, 598 
Cooper,  Prentice,  645 

Cooperative  League  of  the  U.S.A.,  352, 617 
Copenhagen,  Denmark,  394 
Copland,  Aaron,  568 
Corcoran,  Thomas  G.,  601 
Cordova,  Alaska,  242  [  i  ] 
Cormier,  Frank,  211  [17] 
Cornell,  Douglas,  587  [9] 
Corporations 

Dividends,  285  [15] 
Income,  731 

Profits,  23,  124  (pp.  156,  157,  161),  132 
(p.  178),  266  [2],  285  [15],  294  [3, 
23].  295,  297,  299,  311,  314,  316 
[5]>  327.  379  [5].  404.  405.  411.  472, 
477  n.,  506,  531,  544.  555.  5^2,  589, 
631,  635,  636,  645,  650,  652,  655,  657, 
658,  659,  667,  689,  694,  695,  712,  713, 
724,  731,  733,  735,  746,  749,  750 
Taxes,  124  (p.  159),  132  (pp.  179,  180), 
139, 197,218  [15],  724 


Corps  of  Engineers,  132  (p.  187),  198,  217, 

308,567,718 
Corregidor,  623 
Corner e  Delia  Sera,  Milan,  149 
Cosmetics,  consumer  protection,  173, 179 
Costa  Rica,  809 

Economic  and  social  development,  438  n. 

Floods,  438, 443 

Mount  Irazu,  volcanic  eruption,  438  n., 

.443 
Orlich,  Francisco  J.,  438,  441,  443,  455 

[16] 

U.S.  Ambassador  Raymond  Telles,  54  [5] 

U.S.  relations  with,  438, 441 
Costello,  Timothy  W.,  669 
Cotton,  132  (p.  187),  225, 249 

Consumption,  255 

Cotton-wheat  bill.    See  Agricultural  Act 
of  1964 

Imports  and  exports,  193, 717 

Insect  control,  758 

Prices,  255,  641 

Production,  758 

Textile  industry,  602 
Cotulla,  Tex.,  194 

Council  on  Aging,  President's,  178, 415 
Council  of  Appalachian  Governors,  300 
Council  of  Economic  Advisers,  40,  295,  472, 

477.506,550.771 
News  conference  remarks  on,  271   [15], 

294  [23].  379  [5].  455  [2],  563  [10] 
Report,  124  (pp.  161, 162) 
Council  of  Economic  Advisers,  Chairman 

(Gardner  Ackley),  771,  818  [4] 
Council  of  Economic  Advisers,  Chairman 
(Walter  W.  Heller),  296,  297,  314,  433, 

434. 513. 531. 550. 714 
Memorandum  to,  62 

News  conference  remarks  on,  54  [9],  266 

[2],  486  [4] 

Council  on  Economic  Opportunity,  802 

Council  of  Motion  Pictures  Organizations, 
Inc.,  354 

Council  on  Pennsylvania  Avenue,  Presi- 
dent's, report,  379  [12],  7oo 

Council  on  Physical  Fitness,  President's,  188, 
490 

Council  of  the  Southern  Mountains,  41 

Council  of  State  Governments,  178  n. 

Counties,  National  Association  of,  509 
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Cow  Palace,  San  Francisco,  Calif.,  415 

Cowles,  John,  563  [5],  591 

Cox,  Archibald,  315 

Cox,  James  M.,  680 

Craig,  Mrs.  May,  606 

Craig,  Walter  E.,  51 1  n. 

Cramer,  John  F.,  514 

Crank,  Marion,  285  [7] 

Credit,  132  (p.  187),  350,  775,  780  [3] 

Consumer,  173 

Expansion,  708, 714 

Federal  programs,  787 
Credit  Union  National  Association,  617 
Creighton,  Rt.  Rev.  William  F.,  810  n. 
Crespi  Morbio,  Mario,  149 
Crider,  Otto,  413 
Crime,  523 

Campaign  remarks,  630, 666^  668, 680 

District  of  Columbia,  704 

Reports,  90, 752 

Young  persons,  537,  658 
Crockett,  David,  645, 702 
Crockett,  William  J.,  26, 242  [7] 
Cronkite,  Walter,  527 
Croplands,  decline  in  need  for,  132  (p.  187) 
Crotty,  Peter  J.,  667 
Cuba,  48,  399  n.,  475  [13],  688  [8],  703 

Castro,  Fidel.    See  Castro,  Fidel 

Claims  of  U.S.  nationals  against,  684 

Communism  in,  562,  607,  612,  631,  640, 
643,  650,  652,  655,  678,  726 

Cuban  fishermen,  arrest  in  U.S.  waters, 
175, 182 

Defectors  to  U.S.,  232  [6] 

Economic  isolation,  150  ftn.  (p.  231),  272, 
294  [22],  316  [23],  635 

Guantanamo  Naval  Base.    See  Guantana- 
mo  Naval  Base,  Cuba 

Guevara,  Ernesto,  246  [5] 

Soviet  bombers,  missiles,  and  weapons  in, 
285  [22] 

Soviet  technicians  and  supplies  for,  285 

[22] 

Soviet  troops  in,  withdrawal,  256  [20] 
Subversive   activities  in  Latin  America, 

186,486  [3] 
Trade  with  U.K.,  150  [13] 
U.S.  aerial  reconnaissance,  280  [9],  285 

[22],  316  [17],  379  [15] 


Cuba — Continued 
U.S.  policy  on,  3 1 6  [  23  ] 
U.S.  relations  with,  242   [11],  246   [5], 
455  [22] 
Cuban  missile  crisis,  91  (p.  116),  638,  686 
Campaign  remarks,  612, 642, 643, 645, 646, 
648,  650,  652,  656,  657,  659,  666,  66"], 
66g,  678,  694,  702,  727,  728,  733,  734, 
736,  741,  745,  746,  747,  749,  750,  762 
CuUen,  Joseph  M.,  411 
Cultural  Center,  National,  renaming,  39 
Cultural  exchange,  280,  369,  385 
Cultural  life  in  U.S.,  784 
Cultural  Organization,  United  Nations  Edu- 
cational, Scientific,  and,  480 
Cultural    and    Trade    Center,    Interama, 

Miami,  Fla.,  710 
Cumberland,  Md.,  320, 321 

Mayor  Earl  D.  Chaney,  321 
Currency,  coinage  of  John  F.  Kennedy  50- 

cent  pieces,  33 
Curtis,  Kenneth,  606 

Curtis,  Repr.  Thomas  B.,  189,  619  [16],  642 
Gushing,  Richard  Cardinal,  2 
Customs,  Bureau  of,  80, 752 
Cyprus,  211  [23],  597 
Archbishop  Makarios,  message  to,  70 
Assistance,  210 

Greek-Turkish  dispute,  70,  170  [i],  182, 
192,  206,  210,  423,  429,  504  [5],  511, 
544, 560  [4],  746 
Kutchuk,  Fazil,  message  to,  70 
United  Nations  operations  in,  235, 246  [4], 

423 
U.S.    Ambassador    Eraser    Wilkins,    201 

[13]. 

U.S.  relations  with,  511 

D-day,  20th  anniversary,  384 

Daddario,  Repr.  Emilio  Q.,  603 

Dairy  products,  132  (p.  187),  256  [8] 

D'Alessandro,  Thomas,  III,  703 

Daley,  John  J.,  605 

Daley,  Richard  J.,  287,  455  [10],  521  [5], 

748 
Daley,  Mrs.  Richard  J.,  287 
Dallas,  Tex. 

Mayor  Erik  Jonsson,  738 

Visit  to,  question  of,  780  [23] 
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Dalton,  Gov.  John  M.,  189,  217,  263,  695 
Dangerfield,   George,  "The  Era  of  Good 

Tidings,"  303 
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Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution,  275 
Davidson,  Roy  E.,  252,  284,  450 
Davies,  Mrs.  Dorothy,  428  n. 
Davis,  Repr.  Clifford,  645, 701 
Davis,  Mrs.  Clifford,  701 
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Interest  on,  211  [28] 
Limit  on,  132  (p.  192),  379  [3] 
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Deere  and  Co.,  745 

Defense,   Department  of,   26,   37,   132   (p. 
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175,  177,  218  [i,  23-26],  223,  227,  233, 
274, 276, 280  [8],  295, 298, 314, 413, 425, 
439,  442,  454,  467,  487,  489,  509,  510, 
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409,  482, 486  [2],  598, 733,  735, 775,  797 
Effect  on  domestic  economy,  62 
Increase  since  i960,  266  [10],  493,  509, 
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[19], 619  [1,2] 
Reduction,  18,  37,  71  [3,  11],  91  (pp.  113, 
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to,  96, 542 

Democratic  National  Convention,  218  [19], 
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Denmark — Continued 
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and  dental  education 
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U.S.  proposals  for,  122, 129, 130, 131 
Disarmament,  Committee  on  the  Economic 
Impact  of  Defense  and,  62,  486  ftn.  (p. 
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Education,  116,  133,457 
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Juvenile  delinquency,  133,  537 
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Doar,  John  M.,  417 
Dobbin,  Muriel,  587  [3] 
Dobie,  J.  Frank,  294  [9],  568 

Death  of,  584 
Dobrynin,  Anatoly  F.  (Soviet  Ambassador 
to  U.S.),  271  [14],  674,  676,  678,  680, 
686,688  [ I], 737 
DOD.    See  Defense,  Department  of 
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Donald,  David,  303 
Donelon,  Thomas  F.,  648 
Donlon,  Mrs.  Marion  H.,  793 
Donner,  Frederic,  587  [  i  ] ,  733 
Donohue,  Repr.  Harold  D.,  396,  727 
Dorn,  Repr.  W.  J.  Bryan,  719 
Douglas,  Kirk,  751 
Douglas,  Lewis  W.,  796 
Douglas,  Sen.  Paul  H.,  287,  619  [15],  635, 

636, 637,  694,  747,  748 
Douglas,  Mrs.  Paul  H.,  748 
Dover,  Del.,  campaign  remarks,  749 
Dover  Air  Force  Base,  Delaware,  749 
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Effect  of  tax  reduction  on,  150  [18],  246 

[12],  379  [5] 
Message  to  Congress,  124 
News  conference  remarks,  150  [18],  211 
[3],  246  [12,  15,  17],  271  [3],  316 
[26],  379  [5],  455  [2, 3. 13]*  462  [i], 
486  [4, 14],  619  [4],  780  [3] 
Stability,  482 

Statements,  463,  619  [4],  707,  708,  714, 
722,  723,  724,  730,  731,  739,  740,  743, 
776,811 
See  also  Economic  growth,  U.S. 
Editors  Association,  Newspaper  Farm,  344 
Edmondson,  Repr.  Ed,  597 
Edmondson,  Sen.  J.  Howard,  597 
Education,  132  (p.  176),  211  [28],  213,  219, 
227,  228,  238,  287,  289,  297,  391,  414, 
482,  488,  598,  630,  631,  639,  658,  668, 
678,  680,  718,  778 
Adult,  47, 213, 327 

Antipoverty  program  aid,  124  (p.  164) 
Appalachian  area,  321 
Community  colleges,  413 
Cultural  exchange,  280, 369, 385 
District  of  Columbia,  1 16, 133, 457 
Equal  opportunity,  91  (p.  116),  124  (p. 
165),  233, 235,  250, 277, 292,  301, 342, 
357.  375.  406,  412,  413. 433>  457>  477> 
482,  513.  54ij  544>  590^  599>  639*  642, 
643,  644,  648,  657,  666,  667,  676,  703, 
709,  719,  728,  729,  732,  733,  734,  746, 
750,  760,  761,  798 


Education — Continued 

Exchange  program,  280, 465 

Facilities  expansion,  754 

Federal  aid,  47,  53,  91  (p.  114),  124  (p. 
164),  132  (pp.  182,  189,  191),  213, 
2i9>  336  [16],  338,  413,  414,  601,  645, 
669,  676,  680,  683,  709,  728,  754,  775, 
780  [20] 

Handicapped  persons,  47, 389, 808 

Indians,  120 

Land-grant  colleges,  219 

Legislation  on,  78,  150  [5],  620,  642,  650, 
654,  657,  661,  667,  669,  680,  703,  728, 

See  also   Higher  Education   Facilities 
Act  of  1963;  National  Defense  Edu- 
cation Act  Amendments,  1964 
Medical  and  dental,  47,  132  (p.  189),  179, 

213,  520,  557,  620,  755 
Mentally  retarded,  403 
Military  personnel,  382 
Minority  groups,  388 
Negro    colleges    fundraising    campaign, 

79 
Negroes,  277,  287,  297,  301 
Presidential  policy  paper,  754 
Presidential  Scholars  program,  266  [4] 
Public,  219 

Scholarships,  457  n.,  601 
School  dropouts,  47,  53,  213,  218  [15], 
233,  246  [20],  398,  658,  680,  733,  754 
Back-to-school  campaign,  84 
Scientific  and  engineering,  132  (p.  190), 

391,456,709,738 
Seminars  in  1964, 78 
Teachers,  213,  357 
Television,  educational,  173 
U.S.  system,  601 
Veterans,  419, 642, 709 
Work-study  program,  53,  132  (p.  189), 

219 
Work-training  program,  219 
Young  persons,  267, 737 
See  also  Co\\tgts\  Schools;  Students 
Education,  Commissioner  of  (Francis  Kep- 

pel),  78,  84,  397  n.,  414,  513,  622 
Education  Association,  National,  676  n. 
Education  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Higher,  1 16  n. 
Educational,   Scientific,   and   Cultural   Or- 
ganization, United  Nations,  480 
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Edwards,  Mrs.  India,  208,  257  n. 

Edwards,  Dr.  Lena  R,  568 

Edwards  Air  Force  Base,  California,  201 

[2], 409 
Egan,  Gov.  William  A.,  241,  242  [16],  615 
Egypt.    See  United  Arab  Republic 
Einstein,  Albert,  511 

Eisenhower,  Dwight  D.,  President,  2,  12,  29, 

45,  80,  96,  182,  207,  218  [i,  9,  24],  280 

[8],  295,  303,  314,  340,  359,  499,  500, 

506,  577>  59i»  638,  641,  698,  775,  778, 

784, 809 

Campaign  remarks  on,  562,  601,  603,  604, 

607,  612,  622,  634,  635,  637,  639,  640, 

642,  643,  645,  646,  648,  652,  656,  658, 

659,  669,  679,  680,  693,  694,  695,  702, 

703,  712,  713,  718,  728,  729,  733,  734, 

736,  745.  747.  748,  749.  75°.  7^^ 
Letter  to  Ngo  Dinh  Diem,  218  [24],  379 

[i],  607,  612,  643,  693 
News  conference  remarks  on,  54  [9],  71 
[7, 10,  12],  201  [5],  211  [21,  29],  266 
[10],  271   [10],  285   [17],  420  [i], 
462  [2],  504  [11],  560  [10,  16] 
Eisenhower,  Mrs.  EHvight  D.,  96 
Eisenhower,  Milton,  266  [4],  397  n.,  587 

[2],  612 
Eleanor     Roosevelt     Golden     Candlestick 

award,  presentation  of,  208 
Eleanor   Roosevelt   Memorial    Foundation, 

161 
Election  (1936),  640 
Election  (1948),  637 
Election  (i960),  171,  201  [5],  290,  508,  652, 

667 
Election  (1964),  211   [31],  266  [19],  475 
[15],  508 
Candidacy,  the  President's.    See  Candi- 

dacy  for  reelection,  the  President's 
Candidates    for    President.    See    Candi- 
dates for  President 
Candidates  for  Vice  President.    See  Can- 
didates for  Vice  President 
Effect  of  civil  rights  on,  266  [23],  796  n. 
Eflect  of  economy  on,  246  [17] 
Predictions  by  press,  266  [  13  ] 
Primary.   See  Primary  elections 
Registration  of  women,  289 
Victory,  remarks  following,  765 
Voter  participation,  57, 560  [  i  ] 
Voter  registration,  167, 750 


Election  campaign,  addresses,  remarks,  etc., 

August  27,  Atlantic  City,  N.J.,  541 
August  28,  Adantic  City,  N.J.,  542 
August  29,  Stonewall,  Tex.,  544 
September  i,  Washington,  D.C.,  548, 555 
September  7,  Detroit,  Mich.,  562 
September  10,  Harrisburg,  Pa.,  566 
September  14,  Washington,  D.C.,  570 
September  15,  Miami  Beach,  Fla.,  571 
September  17 

Pordand,  Oreg.,  578 

Sacramento,  Calif.,  579 
September  21,  Washington,  D.C.,  588 
September  22,  Atlantic  City,  N.J.,  589 
September  23,  Washington,  D.C.,  590 
September  25 

Eufaula,  Okla.,  597 

Oklahoma  City,  Okla.,  598 

Texarkana,  Tex.- Ark.,  599 
September  28 

Burlington,  Vt.,  605 

Hartford,  Conn.,  603, 604 

Manchester,  N.H.,  607 

Portland,  Maine,  606 

Providence,  R.L,  601 
September  30,  Washington,  D.C.,  611 
October  i,  Baltimore,  Md.,  612 
October  3,  Washington,  D.C.,  622 
October  6 

Alexandria,  Va.,  628 

Raleigh,  N.C.,  631 

Washington,  D.C.,  629, 630 
October  7 

Broadcast  from  the  White  House,  638 

Des  Moines,  Iowa,  634 

Peoria,  111.,  636,  637 

Springfield,  111.,  635 

Washington,  D.C.,  633 
October  8 

Cleveland,  Ohio,  642 

Indianapolis,  Ind.,  640 

Lake  County,  Ind.,  639 
October  9 

Louisville,  Ky.,  643, 644 

Nashville,  Tenn.,  645 

New  Orleans,  La.,  646, 648 
October  1 1 

Las  Vegas,  Nev.,  652 

Long  Beach,  Calif.,  memorandum  is- 
sued, 654 
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Election     campaign,     addresses,     remarks, 

etc. — Continued 
October  ii — Continued 

Phoenix,  Ariz.,  649 

San  Francisco,  Calif.,  651 

South  Gate,  Calif.,  650 
October  12 

Boise,  Idaho,  659 

Butte,  Mont.,  656 

Casper,  Wyo.,  657 

Denver,  Colo.,  658 

Reno,  Nev.,  655 
October  14 

Bergen,  N.J.,  660 

New  York  City,  662 

Wilkes-Barre-Scranton,  Pa.,  661 
October  15 

Brooklyn,  N.Y.,  668 

Buffalo,  N.Y.,  667 

New  York  City,  669, 670 

Rochester,  N.Y.,  666 
October  16 

Cincinnati,  Ohio,  678, 679 

Dayton,  Ohio,  680 
October  21 

Akron,  Ohio,  693 

Belleville,  111.,  694 

St.  Louis,  Mo.,  695 
October  24 

Baltimore,  Md.,  703 

Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  702 

Memphis,  Tenn.,  701 
October  25,  Boca  Raton,  Fla.,  709 
October  26 

Augusta,  Ga.,  718 

Columbia,  S.C.,  719 

Jacksonville,  Fla.,  713 

Macon,  Ga.,  716 

Orlando,  Fla.,  712 
October  27 

Boston,  Mass.,  727 

Evansville,  Ind.,  729 

Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  728 
October  28 

Albuquerque,  N.  Mex.,  732 

Los  Angeles,  Calif.,  733 

Riverside,  Calif.,  734 

San  Bernardino,  Calif.,  735 

San  Diego,  Calif.,  736 
October  29 

Philadelphia,  Pa.,  742 


Election     campaign,     addresses,     remarks, 

etc. — Continued. 
October  29 — Continued 

Salt  Lake  City,  Utah,  737 

Wichita,  Kans.,  741 
October  30 

Chicago,  111.,  748 

Detroit,  Mich.,  745 

Milwaukee,  Wis.,  746 

Rockford,  111.,  747 
October  31 

Dover,  Del.,  749 

New  York  City,  751 

Wilmington,  Del.,  750 
November  2 

Austin,  Tex.,  763 

Houston,  Tex.,  760, 761 

Pasadena,  Tex.,  762 
November  4 

Austin,  Tex.,  765 

Taped  address  to  the  American  people, 
764 
Election  campaigns,  713 
Ethics  of,  619  [13] 

1936,325 

i960, 338, 563  [17],  645, 693, 728 
1964,  170   [9],  218  [13,  19],  475   [19], 
486  [13],  504  [10],  516  [19,  21],  560 
[13],  587  [9].  680,  780  [23] 
Campaign   issues,   462    [10],   475    [9, 

^     17,  22],  560  [14,  16],  638,  654 
Civil  rights,  effect  on,  420  [10] 
Conduct  of  candidates,  462    [7],  475 

[11, 15],  718 
Debates.      See    Debates,     presidential 

campaign,  question  of 
Memorandum  on,  654 
Use  of  television  and  radio,  201  [  15  ] 
Election  polls.    See  Political  polls 
Elections,  presidential,  471  n.,  638 
Electors,  comments  on,  316  [21  ] 
Electric  Cooperative  Association,  National 

Rural,  227 
Electric  power  industry,  increasing  demands 

on, 803 
Electric  power  reactors,  545 
Electrical  Workers,  International  Union  of, 

590 
Electrification,  rural.    See  Rural  electrifica- 
tion 
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Eliot,  Thomas  Stearns,  568 
Elizabeth  II,  Queen,  187,  796 
Elkus,  Abram  I.,  208  ftn.  (p.  335) 
Ellender,  Sen.  Allen  J.,  150  [7],  546,  646, 

648 
Ellington,  Buford,  701 
Elliott,  Tom,  285  [7] 
El  Paso  Times,  587  [6] 
Elson,  Roy  L.,  649 
Elstad,  Leonard  M.,  389  n. 
Emancipation  Proclamation,  iii,  266  [20], 
277,  290,  301,  334,  342,  391,  511,  522, 
669,  728, 778,  800 
Emergency  Planning,  OfSce  of,  368,  567, 

647 
Emergency   Planning,    Office   of.   Director 
(Edward  A.  McDermott),  62,  217,  218 
[i],  242  [i],  308,  567,  615,  618 
Emerson,  Ralph  Waldo,  533,  578 
Employment,  124  (pp.  156,  158,  164,  166), 
233>  235, 289,  290, 379  [7],  388 
Automation,  effect  on,  99,  126,  213,  233 
Equal  opportunity.    See  Equal  employ- 
ment opportunity 
Federal.    See  Government  employees 
Full  employment,  433,  566,  589,  639,  693, 

729,743,747 
Handicapped  persons,  179,  302,  345,  403, 

808 

Increase,  22,  23, 40,  91  (pp.  112, 115),  160, 

166,  199,  213,  297,  314,  334,  338,  386, 

404,  405,  413,  415,  431,  463,  472,  477, 

506,  525,  550,  647,  689,  743,  791 

Campaign  remarks,  548,  604,  631,  636, 

639,  644,  645,  650,  652,  656,  666, 

669,  694,  695,  702,  703,  713,  719, 

729.  732,  733.  734.  735.  74^,  74^. 
761, 762 
News  conference  remarks,  211  [3],  246 
[15],  266  [2],  285  [15],  294  [4], 
316  [5,  26],  336  [i],  379  [5],  455 
[2],  504  [7],  521  [3],  619  [4],  780 

Increased  opportunities,  197,  271  [15], 
411,  558,  571,  599,  603,  605,  630,  635, 
640,  643,  648,  679,  690  n.,  704  n.,  708, 
728, 746 

Labor  force,  growth  of,  213 

Migrant  farm  workers,  305 

Minority  groups,  205,  213,  812  n. 

Negroes,  205, 277, 301 


Employment — Continued 
Non  white,  213 

Older  persons,  178,  213,  431,  690  n. 
Overtime,  91  (p.  116),  124  (p.  163) 
Rural  areas,  344, 434 
Scientists  and  engineers,  456  n. 
Steel  industry,  290, 780  [5] 
Tax  reduction  incentives,  386 
Textile  industry,  719 
Unskilled  workers,  213 
Women,  213 
Young  people.    See  Youth:  employment 

and  training 
Youth  Employment  Act,  proposed,  132  (p. 

184) 

See  also  Unemployment 
Employment  Act  of  1946,  124  (p.  155),  311, 

375,550,648,771 
Employment   of   the   Handicapped,   Presi- 
dent's Committee  on,  302 
Distinguished  Service  Award,  235,  302  n., 

389 

Employment  Opportunity,  President's  Com- 
mittee on  Equal,  1 11,  139,  213,  277 
Employment  Service,  U.S.,  89,  178 
Enders,  Dr.  John  F.,  27 
Engelhard,  Charles  W.,  721 
Engineering 
Education,  709 

Manpower  utilization,  271  [5] 
Research,  308, 629 
Engineering    Manpower,     Committee     on 
Utilization  of  Scientific  and,  271  ftn. 
(p. 488),  456  n. 
Engineers,  493 

Employment,  456  n. 

Utilization,  reports  on,  271  ftn.  (p.  488), 
456 
Engineers,  Corps  of,  132  (p.  187),  198,  308, 

567,718 
Engineers  and  Scientists  for  Johnson,  629 
Engle,  Sen.  Clair,  413, 486  [6],  650 
English,  Richard,  650  n. 
Enrico  Fermi  award,  presentation,  19 
Enterprise,  U.S.S.,  560  [6],  619  [5] 
Enterprise  system,  8,  40,  91  (p.  115),  m, 
124  (p.  166),  139,  158,  218  [36],  233, 
248,  250,  264,  266  [3],  267,  270,  271 
[15],  280  [11],  284,  290,  295,  297  [2], 

^99^  314?  350?  39I5  402,  43 ij  50^?  598. 
599,604,617,757,760,787 
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Equal  employment  opportunity,  91  (p.  ii6), 
124  (p.  165),  213,  221,  233,  235,  250, 

^n  379  [7].  398,  406,  412,  413.  448, 
650, 680, 737, 743  ^  ^ 
Business,  responsibilities  of,  40,  iii,  139, 

250^  342,  448^ 
Government  service,  iii,  139,  168,  213, 

^77 
Labor,  responsibilities  of,  139 

Minority  groups,  40, 1 1 1, 205, 213, 342 
Negroes,  40, 1 1 1, 301 
Older  persons,  178  n. 
Women,  170  [16],  213, 398 
Equal    Employment    Opportunity,    Presi- 
dent's Committee  on,  40,  iii,  139,  205, 
213,  221,  277,  342,  379  [7],  448,  812  n. 
Equal  opportunity,  32, 34, 233, 235,  292, 293, 
765 
See  also  Equal  Employment  Opportunity 
Equal  opportunity  agreements,  participants, 

40,  III,  139,  250,  342,448 
Equal  Pay,  National  Committee  for,  398  n. 
Equal  Pay  Act  of  1963,  213,  398 
Equal  Pay  Conference,  398 
"Era  of  Good  Tidings,  The,"  George  Dan- 

gerfield,  303 
Erdmann,  Marion  S.,  573 
Erhard,  Ludwig,  26,  87,  693, 701, 734 
Joint  statements  with,  76, 400 
News  conference  remarks  on,  28  [4],  54 
[8,  16],  71  [6,  8,  13],  266  [8],  316 

.  .  [25],  475  [3],  688  [8] 

Visit  of,  72-76,  399,  400 
Erhardt,  Rev.  Charles  R.,  649  n. 
Erickson,  Edward,  693 
Erickson,  Mrs.  Edward,  693 
Ertola,  John  A.,  651  n. 

Ervin,  Sen.  Sam  J.,  Jr.,  326, 327, 328, 329, 631 
Eshkol,  Levi,  377, 378, 380, 672 
Eshkol,  Mrs.  Levi,  377  n.,  378 
Estes,  Billie  Sol,  728 
Eufaula,  Okla.,  campaign  remarks,  597 
Eufaula  Dam,  Oklahoma,  587  [2],  597,  598 
Europe 

Assistance,  617 

Unification,  76, 272,  662  n.,  788 

U.S.  relations  with,  272 
Europe,  Eastern,  562,  638,  686,  719,  785 

Radio  Free  Europe  broadcasts  to,  785 

Relations  with  West,  612 


Europe,  Eastern — Continued 

U.S.  relations  with,  359, 785 

See  also  specific  countries 
Europe,  Western, 400, 736, 780  [ i] 

Defense  of,  608, 780  [8] 

Economic  and  political  integration,  49,  76, 
708 

Nuclear  forces  in,  467 

Nuclear  warheads  in,  413 

Relations  with  Western  Hemisphere,  192 

U.S.  Armed  Forces  in,  49,  132  (p.  184), 
382  ^ 

U.S.  relations  with,  49, 399  n.,  788 

U.S.  trade  with,  76,  788 

See  also  specific  countries 
European  Coal  and  Steel  Community,  788 
European  Economic  Community,  71  [8,  13], 
788 

U.S.  trade  with,  757 
Evans,  C.  E.,  778 
Evans,  Frank  E.,  658 
Evansville,  Ind. 

Campaign  remarks,  729 

Mayor  Frank  McDonald,  729 
Everett,  Repr.  Robert  A.,  358, 645, 701 
Evins,  Repr.  Joe  L.,  645, 701, 702 
EX- 10  torpedo,  382 
Exchange  of  persons,  280 

American  Field  Service,  465 
Excise  taxes,  132  (p.  180),  271  [3],  379  [4, 

51,407,724 
Executive  branch,  201  [9] 

Antipoverty  agency,  question  of,  218  [16] 

Cabinet.    See  Cabinet 

Economy  measures  in,  37, 54  [6],  71  [3, 
10, 11],  100, 132  (p.  193),  211  [9, 10], 
218  [15],  240,  271  [7],  294  [4],  295, 
336  [3]*  462  [2],  619  [i,  14],  630, 

689, 749>  775*790 
Management  improvement,  17,  100,  132 
(pp.  176, 193),  168, 213,  240,  261, 307 
Reduction  of  employees,  240 
Relations  with  Congress,  11,  81,  527,  777 
Staffing  of  international  organizations,  as- 
sistance, 519 
Executive  Branch  of  the  Government,  Com- 
mission on  Organization  of  the,  71  [12] 
Executive  orders 
Closing  of  Government  agencies  on  No- 
vember 25,  1963,  4 
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Executive  orders — Continued 
Commission  to  Report  Upon  the  Assassi- 
nation of  President  John  F.  Kennedy, 

Federal  Development  Planning  Commis- 
sion for  Appalachia,  establishment, 

711 
John  F.  Kennedy  Space  Center,  desig- 
nation of  name,  13 
List,  Appendix  B,  p.  1702 
Executive  Service  Corps,  International,  227, 

402 
Explorations  of  man,  117 
Export  Expansion,  Cabinet  Committee  on, 

248,592 
Export  Expansion,  White  House  Conference 

on,  248, 592 
Exports,  124  (pp.  157,  162),  739,  757,  787 
Agricultural   products,  71    [8,   13],  475 

[2],  484,  592,  634,  636,  757 
Expansion  program,  248, 472, 722 
Increase,  246  [12],  350,  592,  6%,  753  n., 

757 
Industrial  goods,  636, 722 

Marketing  programs,  566 

Military,  132  (p.  191) 

Restrictions,  limitation  on,  193 

See  also  specific  commodities 

Extremist  groups,  462   [6],  475   [20,  23], 

656 

F-i  1 1  bomber,  382 

Fair  employment  practices.    See  Equal  em- 
ployment opportunity 

Fair  Labor  Standards  Act  of  1938,  124  (p. 
163),  213,  334,  642 
Proposed  amendments,  166 

Fair  Labor  Standards  Amendments  of  1961, 
22 

Falk,  AdrienJ.,410 

Fallon,  Repr.  George  H.,  703 

Fallout,  radioactive,  434,  653  n.,  675  n.,  686 

Fallout  shelters,  132  (p.  185) 

Family  Breadv^inners:  Their  Special  Train- 
ing Needs,  report,  160 

Fannin,  Gov.  Paul,  649 

Far  East.    See  Asia,  South  Asia,  and  South- 
east Asia 

Farah,  Empress,  385 
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Orlich,  Francisco  J.,  438,  441,  443,  455  [16  J 
Orlich,  Mrs.  Francisco  J.,  438 
Orly  Airport,  Paris,  54  ftn.  (p.  70) 
Ormsby  Gore,  David  (Lord  Harlech),  187 

n.,  263  n.,  796 
Ormsby  Gore,  Lady  (Lady  Harlech),  187 
O'Rourke,  Paul,  580  n. 
Osborne,  Stanley  de  J.,  201  [2] 
O'Shea,  Bernard,  605 
Otenasek,  Mildred,  703 
Outdoor  Recreation,  Bureau  of,  578, 756 
Outer  Space,  United  Nations  Committee  on 
Peaceful  Uses  of,  705 


Overby,  Charles,  331 

Over-exposure  of  the  President,  question  of, 

3i6[2o],336[io] 
Owens,  Hugh,  21 1  [2] 
Ozark  National  Scenic  Riverways  bill,  554  n. 

Pacific- Adantic  sea-level  canal,  proposed,  266 

[5].  594 
Pacific  Northwest  fisheries,  559 
Pacific  Ocean,  trans-oceanic  telephone  cable, 

408 
Pacific  partnership,  91  (p.  117) 
Packages,  labeling  of,  173 
Pahlavi,  Shah  Mohammad  Reza,  369,  385 
Paine,  Thomas,  579 
Paintsville,  Ky.,  291, 292 
Pakistan 

Assistance,  227 
Kashmir  dispute,  607 
Palatka,  Fla.,  198 
Palm  Springs,  Calif.,  193 
Palmer,  Lester,  72  n.,  763 
Panama,  688  [6] 
Anderson,  Robert  B.,  special  ambassador 

to,  245 
Assistance,  285  [6] 

Canal  Zone  dispute.    See  Canal  Zone  dis- 
pute, U.S. -Panama 
Chiari,  Roberto  F.,  95,  201  [6],  232  [i], 

245,316  [11],  607^ 
Diplomatic  relations  with,  renewal,  245 
U.S.;  Ambassador  Jack  Hood  Vaughn, 
245  n.,  246  [4],  285  [6],  316  [11], 
809 
U.S.  economic  team  to,  report,  316  [11] 
U.S.  relations  with,  143  [i],  150  [2],  170 
[i],  201  [6],  218  [30],  242  [11],  246 
[i,  10],  272,  285  [13],  316  [11],  809 
Panama  Canal,  594 
Panama  Canal  Company,  81 
Panama  Canal  Treaty,  proposed  revision, 

220,232  [i],246  [10], 809 
Panel  of  Consultants  on  Foreign  Affairs, 

696 
Panel  of  Consultants  on  Peace  and  National 

Security,  591 
Papandreou,  George,  424, 429 
Pappas,  Judge  John,  211  [i] 
Papper,Dr.E.M.,2ii  [6] 
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Par  go  submarine,  keel  laying,  383 
Paris,  North  Atlantic  Council,  foreign  min- 
isters meeting,  28  ftn.  (p.  34) 
Parks,  Rev.  A.  Gene,  571 
Parks 

National,  357,  427,  578,  620,  642,  669,  756 

Public,  287 

State  and  local,  422 

See  also  specific  par\s 
Pasadena,  Tex.,  campaign  remarks,  762 
Passamaquoddy  title  power  project,  606 
Passman,  Repr.  Otto  E.,  150  [7] 
Pastore,  Sen.  John  O.,  149,  538,  540,  560 

[10],  581, 601, 602 
Patent  fees,  proposed  revision,  132  (p.  181) 
PathetLao,  201  [7] 
Patman,  Repr.  Wright,  120,  150  [19],  410, 

599. 763 
Patman,  Mrs.  Wright,  599 
Patten,  Repr.  Edward  J.,  338 
Patterson,  Eugene  C,  271  [4] 
Patterson,  Mrs.  Eugene  C,  271  [4] 
Patton,  James  G.,  54  ftn.  (p.  68),  225 
Paul,  Alice,  366  n. 
Paul,  Norman  S.,  298 
Paul  I,  King,  153, 424 

Death  of,  209, 211  [  i  ] 
Paul  VI,  Pope,  123, 147, 188 
Paxton,  Frank,  643  n.,  678 
Pay 

Cabinet  members,  297 

Congress,  Members  of,  132  (p.  194),  222, 

267,  270,271  [10] 
Equal,  conference  on,  398 
Government  employees,  17,  132  (p.  194), 
222,  266  [21],  267,  268,  270,  295,  296, 
297, 402, 411, 456, 514, 688  [6] 
Pay  bill  222,  267,  268,  270,  296,  297, 
402,  411 
Government  officials,  132  (p.  194),  295 
Judiciary,  132  (p.  194) 
Military  personnel,  132   (pp.  182,  194), 

295»467>  510^688  [6] 
Teachers,  132  (p.  189) 
See  also  Personal  income;  Wages 
Pay,  National  Committee  for  Equal,  398  n. 
Paz  Estenssoro,  Victor,  52 
Peabody,  Gov.  Endicott,  727, 338, 396 
Peace  Corps,  76, 132  (p.  186),  147,  280,  357, 
413,  471  n.,  474,  562 
Appropriations,  112,  347 


Peace  Corps — Continued 

Campaign  remarks,  607,  702,  736,  745 
Expansion,  759 

Fourth  anniversary,  statement,  759 
Industry  participation,  745 
Labor  participation,  745 
Older  persons  serving,  712 
Veterans 
Federal  employment,  347,  759 
Training  in  human  rights  fields,  161  n. 
Volunteers,  289,  347,  759 
Women  in,  289 
Peace  Corps,  Director  (R.  Sargent  Shriver, 

Jr.),  76,  147,  347,  428  n.,  489,  745 
Peace  corps,  German,  76,  347 
Peace   corps    movement,    spread   to   other 

nations,  347,  759 
Peace  Corps  National  Advisory  Council,  802 
Peace  and  National  Security,  Panel  of  Con- 
sultants on,  591 
Pearl  Harbor,  25th  anniversary,  796 
Pearson,  Lester  B.  (Prime  Minister  of  Can- 
ada), 174  n.,  575 
Campaign  remarks  on,  598,  599,  656,  695, 

709 
News  conference  remarks  on,  28  [14],  54 

[8],  170  [15],  563  [3] 
Visit,  128,  134-138,  140 
Pearson,  Mrs.  Lester  B.,  128 
Peck,  Gregory,  373,  751 
Pedernales  Electric  Cooperative,  352 
Pedernales  River,  597,  728,  736,  747 
Peeler,  Jimmy,  645 
Pell,  Sen.  Claiborne,  382,  383,  601 
Penn,  Lt.  Col.  Lemuel  A.,  462  ftn.  (p.  866) 
Penn,  William,  390,  742 
Pennsylvania 

Campaign  remarks,  566,  661,  728,  742 
Candidates  for  public  office,  566,  661,  728, 

742 
Gov.  William  W.  Scranton,  217,  285  [i], 

287,  516  [11],  566,  728 
Unemployment,  steel  industry,  297 
Pennsylvania  Avenue,  President's  Council 

on,  report,  379  [12],  700 
"Pennsylvania   Avenue,"    report,   379   ftn. 

(p.  738) 
Penrose,  Dr.  Lionel  S.,  174 
Pension  funds,  132  (p.  191) 
Pentagon,  266  [22] 
People-to-people  program,  45,  316  [9] 
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"People's  Business,  The,"  352  n. 

Peoria,  111.,  campaign  remarks,  636,  637 

Pepper,  Repr.  Claude,  198, 199,  571, 709,  710 

Pericles,  337,  576,  784 

Perkins,  Repr.  Carl  D.,  41,  53,  291,  292,  643, 
644,  676 

Perkins,  Frances,  208,  388 

Perkins,  James  A.,  563  [5],  688  [3] 

Perry,  Edgar  H.,  763 

Personal  income,  22,  91  (p.  115),  124  (pp. 

156,  157,  164),  132  (p.  178),  160  n.,  218 

[36],  219,  244,  280,  404,  431,  434,  455 

[2],  544>  555>  562,  571,  589,  689,  724, 

73i>  735 
After  taxes,  124  (p.  156),  463,  477 

Appalachian  area,  321 

Increase,  23,  197,  266  [2],  280,  299,  311, 
314,  316  [5],  459,  603,  605,  631,  635, 
636,  642,  650,  659,  eeg,  694,  702,  713, 
716,718,746 

Statement,  811 

See  also  Pay;  Wages 
Peru,  assistance,  227,  340 
Pesticides,  758 

Consumer  protection,  341 

Regulations,  173,  179 
Peterson,  Mrs.  Esther,  86,  233,  398 
Philadelphia,  Pa.,  390 

Campaign  remarks,  742 

Mayor  James  H.  J.  Tate,  390  n.,  742 
Philadelphia  Inquirer,  516  [2] 
Philbin,  Repr.  Philip  J.,  727 
Philippines 

Aid  for  Southeast  Asia,  626,  627 

Ambassador  Oscar  Ledesma,  626  n. 

Assistance,  627 

Dispute  with  Indonesia  and  Malaysia,  156 
n. 

Economic  and  social  development,  626, 
627 

Macapagal,  Diosdado,  587  [2],  623,  626, 
627 

Tax  convention  with  U.S.,  627 

Typhoon  relief,  627 

U.S.  Ambassador  William  McC.  Blair,  Jr., 
394,  626 

U.S.  relations  with,  623,  626,  627 

Veterans  of  World  War  II,  627 

War  damage  legislation,  627 
Phillips,  Mrs.  Robert  J.,  289 


Phillips,  Wendell,  339 
Phoenix,  Ariz.,  campaign  remarks,  649 
Phumiphon  Adundet,  King,  30 
Physical  fitness,  89,  106,  126,  401,  490 
Physical   Fitness,    President's   Council   on, 

188,  490 
Physicians,  shortage  of,  47,  179,  755 
Piccione,  Attilio,  807  n. 
Pickering,  William  H.,  492, 493  n. 
Pickle,  Repr.  J.  J.,  72, 544, 763, 778 
Pickle,  Mrs.  J.  J.  (Beryl),  763 
Pierce,  John  R.,  98 
Pieri,  Msgr.  Paul,  761  n. 
Pilcher,  Repr.  J.  L.,  330, 716 
Pilcher,  Palmer  C,  709 
Pioneer  Memorial,  Fredericksburg,  Tex.,  74 
Piper,  Norman,  607 
Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  289, 290 
Campaign  remarks,  728 
Mayor  Joseph  M.  Barr,  290,  728 
Unemployment,  steel  industry,  289,  295 
Pittsburgh  Symphony  Orchestra,  728 
PKU  test  for  detection  of  mental  retardation, 

403 
Planetary  probes,  132  (p.  187) 
Plans  for  Progress.    See  Equal   opportunity 

agreements,  participants 
Plasterers'  and  Cement  Masons'  International 

Association  of  the  United  States  and 

Canada,  Operative,  547 
Plato,  452 

Piatt,  Mrs.  Frank  C,  735 
Plumides,  John,  211  [i] 
Plutonium,  decrease  in  production,  91  (p. 

117),  132  (p.  185),  272 
Plymouth  Rock,  611 
Poage,  Repr.  W.  R.,  763 
Poland 
U.S.  Ambassador  John  M.  Cabot,  420  [5], 

548 
U.S.  trade  with,  272 

Warsaw  Uprising,  20th  anniversary,  491 
Poland,  Dr.  Eleanor,  208 
Polaris  missiles,  382,  383,  413,  560  [5],  635, 

703,786^ 
Polio  prevention,  598,  66j,  66g 
Political  experience  of  the  President,  486 

["] . 

Political  nicknames  for  the  President,  256 
[12],  732 
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Political  philosophy,  the  President's,  124  (p. 
156),  218  [18],  560  [10],  612,  617,  648, 

693^718, 736, 741*747 
Political  polls,  542, 642, 680, 693, 734 
Political  slogans,  218  [18],  256  [12],  536 
Political  support  of  the  President,  548  n., 
622  n.,  629, 765 
News  conference  remarks,  232  [4],  336 
[9],  521  [11],  542,  563  [14],  587  [9] 
Poll  tax,  57 

Abolishment  in  Federal  elections,  145 
Ratification  of  constitutional  amendment, 
171 
Pool,  Repr.  Joe  R.,  760 
Poole,  Cecil,  411 

Pope  John  XXIII,  27, 123, 224, 396 
Pope  Paul  VI,  123, 147, 188 
Population 
Growth  in  U.S.,  54  [6],  132  (pp.  182, 
193)*  152,  179*  211   [28],  213,  244, 

323*  363*  372,  374.  388,  391.  413.  578. 
579,  604,  607,  619  [3,  12],  630,  650, 

.   701.  756,  775.  780  [4] 
Migration,  669, 680 
Porter,  Albert,  406, 642 
Porter,  Katherine  Anne,  266  [4] 
Porter,  Sylvia,  455  [  13  ] 
Portland,  Maine,  602  n. 

Campaign  remarks,  606 
Pordand,  Oreg.,  campaign  remarks,  578 
Post,  Mrs.  Merriweather,  784 
Post,  Saturday  Evening,  238 
Post,  Wiley,  598 
Post  Office  Department,  71    [2],  207,  211 

[28],  271   [7],  336  [3],  462  [2],  619 

[i],654 
Postal  Field  Service,  205 
Postal  service,  132  (pp.  176, 188),  207 
Postmaster  General  (John  A.  Gronouski), 

i39>  207,  588  n.,  642,  654, 747 
Potofsky,  Jacob  S.,  334 
Potomac  River,  578, 756, 784  n. 
Poultry  and  Egg  National  Board,  772  n. 
Poultry  inspection,  132  (p.  187),  173 
Poverty,  program  to  combat.    See  Antipov- 

erty  program. 
Powell,  Paul,  636, 637, 694, 747 
Powell,  Repr.  Adam  C.,  47, 53, 676 
Power,  Gen.  Thomas  S.,  596,  609,  610,  783 


Power  projects,  598, 756 

Columbia  River  project,  134, 135 

Hydroelectric,  193 

Nuclear,  480 

Public,  713 

Public-private  cooperation,  486  [7],  578, 
803 
Power  Survey,  National,  report,  803 
Powers,  David  F.,  224, 727 
Powers,  Dr.  Grover  Francis,  174 
Pratt  and  Whitney  Aircraft  Division,  201 

Prayer  breakfast,  presidential,  172 
Presentation  ceremonies.    See  Addresses  or 

remarks  at  presentation  ceremonies 
Presidency 
Candidates  for.    See  Candidates  for  Presi- 
dent 
Comments  on,  172,  199,  218  [36],  266 
[15],  270, 303, 506, 531, 633,  661,  679, 

747>  764 
First  100  days,  comments  on,  201   [9], 

211  [4],  218 
Function  in  collective  bargaining,  266  [12] 
175th  anniversary  year,  303, 304 
Responsibilities  of  office,  218  [5],  280,  472, 

604,  612,  655 
Security  measures,  201  [3],  218  [4],  294 

[I,  8],  619  [11] 
Succession  or  disability,  54  [3],  211  [13, 
29],  218  [i,  9],  780  [15] 
President  pro  tempore  of  the  Senate  (Carl 
Hayden),  11,  98 
Letters.    See  Congress,  letters  to  Members 
of 
Presidential  appointments,  statement,  777 
Presidential  Board  on  the  Arts,  proposed, 

266  [6] 
Presidential  Citation,  Stephen  Gallatti,  Sr., 

posthumous  presentation,  465 
Presidential  Committee  on  Manpower,  pro- 
posed, 212 
Presidential  Medal  of  Freedom,  27,  157,  447, 

568 
Presidential  policy  papers 

Conservation  of  natural  resources,  756 
Education,  754 
Farm  programs,  757 
Health,  755 
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Presidential  reports  to  Congress 

List,  Appendix  C,  p.  1706 

See  also  Congress,  reports  to,  messages 
transmitting 
Presidential  Scholars,  Commission  on,  266 

[4].  309 
Presidential  Scholars  Award,  presentation, 

397 
Presidential  Transition  Act  of  1963,  336  [4] 

President's  Advisory  Commission  on  Nar- 
cotic and  Drug  Abuse,  159,  179,  458 

President's  Advisory  Committee  on  Labor- 
Management  Policy,  126,  213 

President's  Advisory  Committee  on  Super- 
sonic Transport,  242  [9,  17],  294  [6] 

President's  Advisory  Council  on  Federal 
Reports,  583 

President's  advisory  panel  on  foreign  af- 
fairs, establishment,  563  [5, 8] 

President's  Appalachian  Regional  Commis- 
sion, 293  n.,  294  [2],  300 

President's  Commission  on  Heart  Disease, 
Cancer,  and  Stroke,  179,  211  [6],  268, 
617,  798 

President's  Commission  on  Registration  and 
Voting  Participation,  57,  167 

President's  Commission  on  the  Status  of 
Women,  294  [21] 

President's  Committee  on  Consumer  Inter- 
ests, 86,  173 

President's  Committee  on  Employment  of 
the  Handicapped,  302 
Distinguished  Service  Award,  235,  302  n. 
1964  award,  389 

President's  Committee  on  Employment  of 
the  Physically  Handicapped.  See  Pres- 
ident's Committee  on  Employment  of 
the  Handicapped. 

President's  Committee  on  Equal  Employ- 
ment Opportunity,  40,  iii,  139,  205, 
213,  221,  277,  342,  379  [7],  448,  812  n. 

President's  Committee  on  Juvenile  Delin- 
quency and  Youth  Crime,  133,  334,  537, 
704  n. 

President's  Committee  on  Manpower,  212, 
213,  264 

President's  Committee  on  the  National 
Medal  of  Science,  98  n. 

President's  Committee  on  Public  Higher 
Education  in  the  District  of  Columbia, 
116  n.,  457 
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President's  Committee  for  Trafl&c   Safety, 

565 

President's  Council  on  Aging,  178,  415 

President's  Council  on  Pennsylvania  Avenue, 
report,  379  [12],  700    ^ 

President's  Council  on  Physical  Fitness,  188, 
490 

President's  Disaster  Fund,  567 

"Presidents  and  Recessions  Since  1837,"  477 
n. 

President's  Review  Committee  for  Develop- 
ment Planning  in  Alaska,  615 

President's  Safety  Awards,  presentation,  351 

President's    Science    Advisory    Committee, 

179.  f7i  [5].  456  n.,  758 
President's  Trophy  for  the   Handicapped 

American  of  the  Year,  302  n. 
Press 

Civil  rights  responsibilities,  496 
Comments  on,  149,  150  [8],  170  [8],  218 
[11],  280  [4],  336  [13],  339,  496,  504 

[I] 
Conferences.    See  News  conferences 
Coverage  of  Alaska  earthquake,  242  [i] 
Coverage  of  Democratic  convention,  150 

Criticism  of  the  President,  218  [11] 
Election  predictions  for  1964,  266  [13] 
Families  of  reporters  at  news  conference, 

316  [i] 
Foreign,  475  [23]      ^ 
Printing    of    declassified    material,    266 

[22] 

White  House  Press  Corps,  339 
Press  Club,  National,  298 
Press  Club,  Women's  National,  208 
Prettyman,  Judge  E.  Barrett,  159, 458  n. 
Price,  Leontyne,  568 
Price,  Margaret,  305,  338 
Price,  Repr.  Melvin,  189,  694 
Price  Administration,  Office  of,  297 
Price  Index,  Consumer,  124  (p.  160),  211 

[31,463,  619  [4] 
Price  Index,  Wholesale,  23, 124  (p.  160),  294 

[3]»  336  [i],  463 
Price  supports,  634,  757 

See  also  specific  commodities 
Prices,  80,  211  [3] 

Consumers,  619  [4] 

Increase,  124  (p.  161) 

Reduction,  proposed,  271  [15],  295 
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Prices — Continued 

Stability,  23,  43,  124  (p.  157),  132  (pp. 

178,  190),  173,  233,  266  [2],  272,  294 

[31  23],  297  [i],  299,  311,  316  [5], 

336  [i7]>  350. 379  [5]>  455  [2, 3>  13]. 

463?  477»  504  [16],  506,  589,  624,  640, 

662  n.,  708,  722,  738,  740,  745,  771, 

775.787.788 
Wage-price  policy,  124  (p.  160),  232  [10], 

242  [8],  294  [23],  311,  316  [5],  350, 

624,  740 
Wholesale,  124  (p.  157),  271  [3],  472,  619 

[4],  630,  657,  689,  740,  775 
See  also  specific  commodities 
Primary  elections,  266  [24] 
Alabama,  316  [14,21] 
Effect  on  Vice  Presidential  nominations, 

211  [12,17] 
Indiana,  246  [7],  256  [19],  316  [18] 
Maryland,  246  [7],  256  [19],  266  [24], 

316  [15] 
New  Hampshire,  199,  211  [12],  218  [23] 
Oregon,  211  [22] 

Wisconsin,  246  [7],  256  [7],  316  [18] 
Princess  telephones,  acceptance  of  gift,  406 
Private  Enterprise  in  Foreign  Aid,  Advisory 

Committee  on,  227 
Private  organizations 
Economic  responsibilities,  589 
Foreign  assistance  participation,  617 
International    cooperation    participation, 
616 
Private  Ovi^nership  of  Special  Nuclear  Ma- 
terials Act,  approval,  538 
Prochacci,  William,  338 
Proclamations 
Commemoration  of  the  Beginnings  of  the 
Office  of  the  Presidency  of  the  United 
States,  304 
Hoover,  Herbert,  death  of,  691 
International  Cooperation  Year,  616 
John  F.  Kennedy,  a  Rededication,  774 
List,  Appendix  B,  p.  1700 
Marshal  Day,  523  n. 
National  Day  of  Mourning  for  President 

Kennedy,  3 
Thanksgiving  Day,  770 
Warsav^  Uprising  Day,  491 


Procurement,  Federal,  18,  132  (p.  191),  216, 

703,716,486  [2] 
Production,  43,  233, 235, 244, 290 
Agricultural,  124  (p.  162),  132  (p.  187), 

352,570 
Cotton,  758 

Defense,  cooperation  with  Canada,  140 
Government  employees,  307, 462  [2] 
Increase,   124   (pp.  157,   158,  161,  166), 

197,  316  [5],  350.  459.  639,  708,  713, 

734 
Industrial,  23,  124  (p.  156),  132  (p.  178), 
i99>  271  [3],  307,  404,  477,  506,  555, 
640,780  [3] 
Meat,  246  [18] 
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Reduction,  i8,  37,  54  [6,  10],  71  [3,  10, 
II,  16],  80,  121,  150  [3],  168,  197,  211 
[9,  10,  28],  218   [17],  222,  228,  256 
[i3]>  271  [3,  7]»  294  [4],  307,  316  [4], 
336  [3],  362,  462  [2],  477,  531,  603, 
619  [ I,  2],  630,  640,  650,  652,  654,  655, 
657*  ^59?  66i>  ^79»  ^88  [2,  4],  689,  723, 
728,  749,  753  n.,  760,  818  [3] 
Supersonic  civil  transport,  294  [6] 
See  also  Budget;  Defense  spending 

Spiewak,  Irving,  480 

Spivak,  Alvin  A.,  54  [18],  242  [26],  266 
[24],  271  [18],  379  [20],  486  [16], 
504  [16],  521  [13].  560  [16] 

Sports,  proficiency  in,  106, 401 

Springfield,  111.,  campaign  remarks,  635 

SR-71  reconnaissance  aircraft,  475  [  i  ] 

Sri  Savang  Vatthana,  King,  336  [8] 

Srisdi  Dhanarajata,  death  of,  30 

Staebler,  Repr.  Neil,  356,  357,  431,  562,  745 

Staggers,  Repr.  Harley  O.,  586 

Stalbaum,  Lynn  E.,  746 

Staley,  Oren,  54  ftn.  (p.  68),  255 

Stalin,  Joseph  V.,  686 

Stamps 
Commemorative 
Eleanor  Roosevelt,  35 
Verrazano-Narrows  Bridge,  581 
Food  stamp  program,  91  (p.  114),  219, 
225,  235,  242  [12],  249,  266  [21],  267, 
268,  297,  305,  314,  434,  546,  598,  620, 

634>757 
"Register  and  Vote,"  issuance,  508 
Standard  of  Living,  U.S.,  51,  120,  124  (p. 
164),  166,  212,  214,  280,  287,  289,  297, 

313^  396,  434>  589.  745.  803,  811 
Campaign  remarks,  597, 598,  631,  694, 747 
Stanleyville,  Republic  of  the  Congo,  780  [2, 

16] 

Stanton,  Frank,  23, 211  [2] 
Stark,  Abe,  668 

Stassen,  Harold  E.,  285  [i],  287,  516  [11] 
State,  Department  of,  37,   150    [16],  175, 
272, 480,  612, 621 

Budget,  818  [4] 

Employees,  remarks  to,  26 

News  conference  remarks,  150  [16],  462 

[2],  818  [4] 

Personnel  changes,  question  of,  818  [4] 


State,  Secretary  of  (Dean  Rusk),  19,  26  n., 
37,  49  n.,  58,  72,  75,  76,  102  n.,  107, 109, 
134,  135,  140,  186,  194,  218  [25],  227, 
272,  280  [8],  313,  340,  358,  400,  425, 
426  n.,  428  n.,  429,  439,  445,  471  n., 
479  n.,  489,  498,  513,  531,  608,  616,  621, 
632  n.,  675,  684,  686,  696,  726,  766,  778, 

795»  79^.  797>  809, 816 
Campaign  remarks  on,  612,  622,  656,  678, 
680,  702,  709,  728,  733,  734,  736,  741, 
745,746,747,749,750 
Meeting  w^ith  SEATO,  report  on,  274 
News  conference  remarks  on,  54  [2,  14], 
71  [7,  9],  150  [13],  201  [5,  18],  232 
[6],  256  [2,  10],  266  [14],  271  [12], 
285  [i,  12, 13],  294  [15],  316  [3,  16], 
336  [6,  15],  379  [i,  11],  455  [5>  16], 
486  [3],  504  [4],  516  [14,  19],  539, 
5^3  [I,  5L  587  [5L  619  [8],  688  [I, 
8],78o[5,6,8,22],8i8[4] 
Report  on  East-West  Center  in  Hawaii, 

336  [6] 
Responsibilities,  519 
Visit  to  Viet-Nam,  316  [  16] 
State  Aviation  OjBScials,  National  Associa- 
tion, 215 
State  Regional  Commission,  Federal-,  300 
State  of  the  Union  Message,  91 

News  conference  remarks,  818  [i] 
State  Universities  and  Land-Grant  Colleges, 

Association  of,  482  n. 
Statehood,  Hawaii,  fifth  anniversary,  534 
Statements  by  the  President 
Alliance    for    Progress,    Inter-American 

Committee  on  the,  769 
Appointments 

Driver,  William  J.,  815 
Hand,  Lloyd  Nelson,  819 
Home,  John  E.,  814 
Appropriation  bills,  House  action  on,  455 

Athletic  achievements,  U.S.,  401 
Automobile  industry  dispute 

Negotiations,  455  [3] 

New  labor  contracts,  624 
Balance  of  payments,  report,  753 
California's  plans  under  Equal  Opportu- 
nity Act,  580 
Campaign  tour,  beginning,  633 
Canal  Zone  dispute,  U.S.-Panama,  232  [i] 
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Statements  by  the  President — Continued 

China,  Communist,  first  nuclear  device, 
675 

Civil  disturbances,  600 

Civil  rights  bill,  412 
Compliance,  744,  792 

Civil  Service  Commission,  report,  168 

Coast  Guard,  procurement  and  construc- 
tion appropriation  approved,  216 

Communications  satellites,  report  to  Con- 
gress, 180 

Connally,  Gov.  John  B.,  visit  with,  281 

Cotton  insect  pests  control,  758 

Cyprus  crisis,  U.N.  Security  Council  reso- 
lution, 206 

Davidson,  Roy  E.,  death  of,  450 

Defense  cost  reduction  program,  report, 
619  [2] 

District  of  Columbia,  16 

Dobie,  J.  Frank,  death  of,  584 

Earthquake  in  Alaska,  241 

Eastern  Kentucky  Emergency  Program, 

Economic  issues,  707,  708,  714,  722,  723, 

724^730. 731. 739. 740. 743 

Economic  Opportunity  Act  of  1964,  pas- 
sage in  Congress,  505 

Economy,  midyear  review  of  the,  455  [2] 

Economy,  national,  404,  463,  477,  619 
[4],  811^ 

Education  legislation,  78 

88th  Congress,  legislative  record,  620 

Employment,  791 

Engle,  Sen.  Clair,  death  of,  486  [6] 

Excise  taxes.  House  action  on,  407 

Family  Breadwinners:  Their  Special 
Training  Needs,  report,  160 

Federal  education  programs,  signing  of 
Executive  order,  683 

Foreign  affairs  consultants,  meeting  with, 
696 

Foreign  assistance,  proposed  reduction  in 
funds  for,  45 

Foreign  assistance  programs,  interdepart- 
mental committee  to  review,  69 

Foreign  Service,  change  in,  621 

General  Motors  Corp.,  strike,  687,  733, 
780  [3] 


Statements  by  the  President — Continued 
Geneva  disarmament  conference,  395 

Resumption  of  meetings,  130 
GI  bill  of  rights,  20th  anniversary,  419 
Government,  cost  of,  619  [  i  ] 
Government    employment    of    minority 

groups,  812 
Great  Society,  776 

Green,  Repr.  William  J.,  death  of,  63 
Gross  national  product  and  income,  459 
Gulf  of  Tonkin  patrols,  497 
Hawaii  statehood,  fifth  anniversary,  534 
Higher  Education  Facilities  Act  of  1963, 

Senate  passage  of  Conference  report 

on,  36 
Hoover,  Herbert,  death  of,  692 
Hurricane  Hilda,  647 
Hurricane  inspection  trip  to  Florida  and 

Georgia,  567 
Immigration    report.    Attorney    General 

Kennedy,  115 
Industry  gains,  1961-64, 697 
International  Atomic  Energy  Agency,  U.S. 

support  of,  29 
International    Development    Association 

bill.  House  action  on,  346 
International  monetary  cooperation,  780 

.  [3] 

Italian  San  Marco  satellite,  launching  of, 

807 
Jenkins,  Walter,  resignation  of,  671 
King  Paul  I,  death  of,  209 
Labor  Day,  558 

Labor-management  relations,  ^<^ 
Lehman,  Herbert  H.,  death  of,  25 
Louisiana,  declaration  as  major  disaster 

area,  618 
Maas,  Maj.  Gen.  Melvin  J.,  death  of,  260 
MacArthur,  Gen.  Douglas,  death  of,  247 
Manpower  Conservation,  Task  Force  on, 

89 

Manpower  control  and  utilization  pro- 
gram. Federal,  38 

Medicare  bill,  passage  by  Senate,  552 

Mobilization  for  Youth  program.  New 
York  City,  451 

Moon  photographs  sent  to  other  nations, 

518 
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Narcotic  and  drug  abuse,  458 
National  First  Voters  Week,  706 
National  Library  Week,  1964, 254 
North     Pacific     fisheries,     U.S.-Canada- 

Japan  negotiations,  559 
North  Viet-Nam  attacks  on  U.S.  vessels, 

497 

Nuclear  task  force,  U.S.,  first  round-the- 
world  cruise,  619  [5] 

Nuclear  test  ban  treaty,  first  anniversary, 
486  [i],  653 

Ohio  River  Basin  flood,  217 

Organization  of  American  States,  meet- 
ing, 486  [3] 

Organized  crime  and  racketeering,  report 
by  Attorney  General  Kennedy,  90 

Peace  Corps,  4th  anniversary,  759 

Plant  closings,  task  forces  to  assist  com- 
munities w^ith,  690 

Presidential  appointments,  777 

Presidential  Medal  of  Freedom,  announce- 
ment of  recipients,  447 

President's  Committee  on  Consumer  In- 
terest, establishment,  86 

President's  Committee  for  Traffic  Safety, 
report,  565 

President's  Council  on  Aging,  report,  178 

President's  Council  on  Physical  Fitness, 
report,  490 

Public  higher  education  in  the  District  of 
Columbia,  457 

Railroad  labor  dispute,  251, 252 
Settlement,  284 

Ranger  VII,  flight  of,  492 

Riots  in  Nev7  York  City,  468 

Saturn  I,  launching  of,  162 

School  dropouts,  1963  back-to-school  cam- 
paign, 84 

Selective  Service  System,  study  of,  619  [3] 

Shipping  industry  negotiations,  494 

South  Bend,  Ind.,  closing  of  Studebaker 
facilities,  6j 

Southeast  Asia,  Joint  Resolution  on,  pas- 
sage by  Congress,  503 

Soviet  Ambassador,  meeting  w^ith,  674 

Space  research,  international  cooperation, 

Staffing  of  international  organizations,  519 
State  university  presidents,  meeting  of, 
485 


Statements  by  the  President — Continued 
Supersonic  civil  transport,  development, 

355.  789 

Taras  Shevchenko  statue,  sealing  of  docu- 
ments in,  720 

Tax  bill 
Senate  approval  of,  176 
Senate  committee  action  on,  148 

Television    by    communication    satellite 
betv^een  U.S.  and  Japan,  632 

Textile  industry,  717 
Nev7  England  States,  602 

Thanksgiving  Day,  10 

24th    amendment    to    the    Constitution, 
adoption,  145 

Unemployment 
Anaconda,  Mont.,  99 
Decline  in,  386 

U.S.-Israeli  joint  v^ater  desalting  study, 
672 

U.S.   officials    held   captive   by   Bolivian 
miners,  52 

U.S.S.   Samuel   Gompers,   proposed    de- 
stroyer tender,  430 

U.S.-Soviet   agreement   on   exchange   of 
weather  information,  705 

U.S.-Soviet  Consular  Convention,  365 

Vice  presidential  candidate,  selection  of, 

489 

Voter  registration  in  District  of  Columbia, 

167 
Water  desalinization,  715 
Wheat-cotton  and  food  stamp  bills,  249 
White  House  seminars  for  college  stu- 
dents, 428 
York,  Sgt.  Alvin,  death  of,  553 
See    also    Legislation,    statements    upon 
approval 
States 
Appalachian  area.    See  Appalachian  area; 

specific  States 
Council  of  State  Governments,  178  n. 
Education,  482 

Education  legislation  seminars,  78 
Election  laws,  review  of,  57 
Federal  aid.    See  Federal  aid  to  States 
Fiscal  policies,  730 
Governors 
Appalachian  area,  285  [2],  293, 294  [2], 

300,  711 
Meetings  with  the  President,  8,  521  [2, 
5>  7]>  536 
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States — Continued 

National  Guard,  integration  in,  8i6 

New  England,  textile  industry,  602 

Northwestern,  134, 135 
Floods  in,  573 

Southern,  electors  from,  266  [23] 

Southwest,  water  problem,  294  [12] 

University  presidents,  meeting  of,  485, 513 

Withholding  tax  payments,  197  n. 

See  also  Federal-State-local  governmental 
responsibilities;  specific  States 
Stats,  Mrs.  Herbert,  208 
Statue  of  Liberty,  267 
Steel 

Prices,  504  [16],  780  [5] 

Production,  504  [16],  563  [6],  780  [5] 

Profits,  504  [16],  780  [5] 
Steel  industry 

Employment,  290, 780  [5] 

News  conference  remarks,  246  [19],  780 

[5] 

Unemployment,  289, 295,  297 
Steelworkers  of  America,  United,  289,  290, 

587[9L589>78o[5] 
Stehling,  Arthur,  544 
Stehling,  Mrs.  Arthur,  544 
Steichen,  Edward,  27 
Steinbeck,  John,  568 
Stennis,  Sen.  John,  150  [12],  487 
Stephens,  Repr.  Robert  G.,  Jr.,  330,  716,  718 
Stephens,  Roger  F.,  784 
Stevens,  Roger  L.,  266  [6],  524  n. 
Stevenson,  Adlai  E.,  560  [16] 

Letter,  161 

See  also  United  Nations,  U.S.  Representa- 
tive 
Stewart,  Mrs.  Robert  J.,  289 
Stikker,  Dirk,  494  n.,  608  n. 
Stimson,  Henry  L.,  294  [21  ],  747 
Stock  market,  506,  530,  635,  636,  640,  695, 

745. 750 
Campaign  remarks,  604,  735,  750 
News  conference  remarks,  211   [3],  246 

[12] 

Rise,  246  [12] 

Stockholdings,  455  [2],  477  n.,  531,  555 
Stockpiles  of  strategic  and  critical  materials, 

132  (p.  185) 
Stone,  Dewey,  175 
Stonewall,  Tex.,  75 

Campaign  remarks,  544 


Storey,  Robert,  271  [4] 

Story,  Joseph,  314 

Strategic  Air  Command,  475  [i],  610,  612, 

685,716,783 
Strategic  and  critical  materials 
Procurement,  703, 716 
Stockpiles,  132  (p.  185) 
Strikes.    See  Labor  disputes 
Stroke,  President's  Commission  on  Heart 

Disease,  Cancer  and,  179,  211  [6],  268, 

617,798 
Stroke  prevention,  179,  268,  650,  656,  669, 

733>  798 

Stubblefield,  Repr.  Frank  A.,  643,  644 

Studebaker  Co.,  67, 288 

Student  Body  Presidents  National  Advisory 
Committee,  622  n. 

Students,  622 
American  Field  Service,  465 
Campaign  remarks  on,  622,  658 
College,  summer  intern  program,  428 
College  Students  Registration  Week,  560 

[I] 

Exchange  programs,  280 

Foreign,  313, 465 

Loan  program,  47,  53,  132  (p.  189),  413, 
.  676, 755 

Political  support  of  the  President,  622  n. 

White  House  seminar,  526 
Study  Commission  on  Statehood  for  Puerto 

Rico,  242  [5] 
Stull,  Lee  T.,  26 

Submarines,  names  for,  294,  [21] 
Submarines,  nuclear-powered,  635 

Casimir  Pulas\i,  515 

Daniel  Webster,  560  [5] 

George  Washington,  383 

Pargo,7,?>^ 

Polaris  missile-equipped,  383, 449,  786 

Sam  Ray  burn,  59, 786 

F^//^/o,U.S.S.,449 
Subsidies,  Federal,  211  [25] 
Suez  Canal,  702, 728, 734, 736, 749,  750 
Suffrage,  women,  257 
Sullivan,  Ed,  199 
Sullivan,  Repr.  Leonor  K.  (Mrs.  John  B.), 

188,189,546,694,695 
Sullivan,  William  H.,  455  [5] 
Summitt,  Robert  M.,  645, 701,  702 
Supersonic  civil  transport,  132  (p.  188),  201 
[2],242[9],294[6],355,789 
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Supersonic  Transport,  President's  Advisory 
Committee  on,  242  [9,  17],  294  [6] 

Supplemental  Appropriation  Act,  1965,  528 
n. 

Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  342, 
780  [11] 
Decision  on  church-state  separation,  271 

Surplus     agricultural     commodities.     See 

Agricultural  surpluses 
Surplus  Federal  lands,  transfer  to  States,  422, 

534 
Surplus  property,  disposal,  81,  617 
Swainson,  John  B.,  562 
Swarthmore,  Pa.,  391 
Swarthmore  College,  391 
Swedish  Day  picnic,  Minneapolis,  Minn., 

435 
Sweeney,  John,  71 1  n. 
Sweeney,  Robert  E.,  679, 693 
Swidler,    Joseph    C.    (Chairman,    Federal 

Power  Commission),  letter,  803 
Swing,  Philip  D.,  735 
Swords,  Very  Rev.  Raymond  J.,  396 
Sylvester,  Arthur,  316  [2] 
Symington,  Sen.  Stuart,  188,  189,  263,  273, 

487,  694, 695  ^      ^ 
Syncom  communications  satellites,  180  n., 

632,  779  n.  ^ 
Syracuse  University,  499 

Taft,  Robert  A.,  612, 733, 747, 754 

Taft,  William  Howard,  560  [10],  590,  642, 

734 
Taft-Hartley  Act,  494  n. 
Taiwan,  122 

See  also  China,  Republic  of 
Talboys,  Brian  E.  (New  Zealand  Minister 

of  Agriculture),  267 
Talmadge,  Sen.  Herman  E.,  330,  332,  336 

[9],  716, 718, 719 
Talmadge,  Mrs.  Herman  E.,  330 
Tanner,  N.  Eldon,  737 
Tariff  Commission,  United  States,  80 
Tariffs 
Geneva  conference,  400 
See  also  Trade,  international 
Tariffs  and  Trade,  General  Agreement  on. 
See  General  Agreement  on  Tariffs  and 
Trade,  Kennedy  Round  negotiations 
Tate,  James  H.  J.,  390  n.,  742 


Taussig,  Dr.  Helen,  211  [6],  568 
Tawes,  Gov.  J.  Millard,  703 
Tax  bill,  II,  22,  23,  91  (p.  115),  92,  93,  105, 
124  (pp.  158-160),  132  (pp.  178,  179, 
190),  148, 158, 176 
Approval,  197 
News  conference  remarks,  28  [4,  9],  54 

[9],  143  [2],  150  [3,  4],  170  [13] 
See  also  Revenue  Act  of  1964 
Tax  convention,  U.S.-Philippines,  627 
Tax   Reduction,   Business   Committee   for, 

93,299 
Tax  Reduction  and  Revision,  Citizens  Com- 
mittee for,  93 
Taxes,28[4,9],2ii[3],787 
Capital  gains,  132  (p.  179) 
Corporate,  124  (p.  159),   132  (pp.  179, 

180),  139, 197, 218  [151,724 
Deductions,  731 

Depreciation  allowances,  619  [4],  724 
District  of  Columbia,  133 
Effect  on  economy,  723 
Excise,  132  (p.  180),  271  [3],  379  [4,  5], 

4^7.724 

Exemption  provisions  in  private  legisla- 
tion, 61 

Foreign  investment  tax  credit,  227 

Income.    See  Income  taxes 

Interest  equalization  tax,  91  (p.  117),  124 
(p.  162),  132  (p.  190) 

Investment  incentive  plan,  91  (p.  115), 
124  (pp.  157, 159,  161),  132  (pp.  178, 
179,  194),  295,  350,  589,  724,  731,  787 

Letter  to  Representative  Mills,  196 

Poll.    5<?<f  Poll  tax 

Refunds,  92 

Securities,  foreign,  196 

States,  withholding  payments,  197  n. 

Tax  bill.    See  Tax  bill 
Taylor,  George  W.,  27,  253,  256  [i],  271 

[17],  284, 297  [2] 
Taylor,  Hobart,  Jr.,  iii,  246  [13],  250  n., 

356,448 
Taylor,  Gen.  Maxwell  D.,  349  n. 
Ambassador  to  Viet-Nam,  445,  455  [5], 

475  [3].  533.  560  [3],  563  [i>  7].  688 

[8],  780  [6,  12],  793 
Visits  to  Viet-Nam,  336  [15] 
See  also  Joint  Chiefs  of  Staff,  Chairman 

(Gen.  Maxwell  D.  Taylor) 
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Taylor,  Repr.  Roy  A.,  327, 328 

Taylor,  Zachariah,  645 

Teacher  of  the  Year  award,  presentation,  309 

Teachers,  357,  589,  606,  650,  66^^  66^,  754 
Pay,  132  (p.  189) 
Shortage  of,  47 
Training,  213,  357 

Teague,  Repr.  Olin  E.,  763 

Technical  assistance  to  less  developed  coun- 
tries and  new  nations,  45,  132  (p.  185), 
471  n.,  617 
See   also   Economic   assistance;    Foreign 
assistance 

Technological  progress,  124  (p.  163),  126, 
132  (pp.  191,  194),  213,  214,  396,  578, 
589,  598,  629,  735,  756,  804,  805 

Technological  Progress,  National  Commis- 
sion on  Automation  and,  proposed,  214 

Technology,  Automation  and  Economic 
Progress,  National  Commission  on,  es- 
tablishment, 214, 525 

Technology,  Federal  Council  for  Science 
and,  456  n. 

Technology,  Office  of  Science  and,  Director 
(Donald  F.  Hornig),  804 

Tejera-Paris,  Enrique,  335  n. 

Telecommunication    Union,    International, 

532 
Telephone,  Trans-Pacific  cable,  408 
Television 
Community  antenna  systems,  256  [  15] 
Debates.    See  Debates,  Presidential  cam- 
paign, question  of 
Educational,  173 

Interviews.    See  Interviews  of  the  Presi- 
dent 
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For  citations  to  private  bills  (not  included 
in   this  volume) y  see  Appendix  A 
under  following  dates: 
Dec.  31, 1963 
Mar.  23, 1964 


Veto  Messages  and  Memorandums  of  Dis- 
approval— Continued 
See  Appendix  A  under  following  dates — 
Continued 
Aug.  6, 1964 
Aug.  II,  1964 
Aug.  29, 1964 
Sept.  1, 1964 
Oct.  13, 1964 
Vice  Presidency 
Candidates  for.    See  Candidates  for  Vice 

President 
Constitutional  amendment,  proposed,  211 

[13, 29],  218  [9] 
Nominations,  eflect  of  primary  elections 

on,  211  [12, 17] 
Responsibilities,  486  [12],  780  [22] 
Succession  to,  218  [9] 
Vickers,  Mrs.  Marie,  741 
Victor,  Eugene,  60  n. 

Viet-Nam,  182,  201  [17],  207,  235,  336  [15], 

399  n.,  544,  562,  607,  642,  703,  746,  749 

Americans  in,  Christmas  message  to,  313 

Assistance,  83,  150  [6],  192,  201  [5],  211 

[33]^  218   [24],  223,  227,  246   [4], 

272,  280  [8],  285  [12],  379  [i,  19], 

400,  420  [i],  436  n.,  511,  591,  627, 

652,  662,  693,  780  ftn.  (p.  1 61 6),  793, 

797 

From  Australia,  426 

From  Malaysia,  474 

From  the  Philippines,  626 

Message  to  Congress,  348 
Communist  aggression,  37,  83,  170  [i,  5, 
10,  18],  201  [5,  17],  211  [33],  218 
[24],  223, 272,  280  [8],  313,  316  [27], 
348,  379  [i]>  400.  474.  475  [3]»  497> 
498,  499.  5oo>  504  [4]?  507.  509.  5ii> 
560  [3],  561,  563  [i],  591,  627,  662, 

693. 793 
Defense  of,  211   [33],  272,  313,  626  n., 

662  n.,  688  [8],  793 
Expansion  of  war,  question  of,  597,  607, 

^43.693. 719.780  [6, 12] 
Huong,  Tran  Van,  780  ftn.  (p.  161 6) 
Khanh,  Maj.  Gen.  Nguyen.    See  Khanh, 

Maj.  Gen.  Nguyen 
Military  coups,  271  [12] 
Minh,  Gen.  Duong  Van,  83 
Neutralization,  question  of,  83,  170  [10, 

18],  218  [251,544 
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Viet-Nam — Continued 

Relation  to  1964  election  campaign,  504 
[10] 

SEATO  support,  266  [14] 

Sino-Soviet  threat  to,  question  of,  201  [5] 

U.S.  Ambassador  Henry  Cabot  Lodge,  83, 
170  [5],  201  [5,  18],  211  [22],  218 
[23,  25,  26],  223,  246  [4],  256  [2,  5, 
9],  285  [i,  17],  290,  336  [15],  348, 
379  ftn.  (p.  735),  420  [i,  4,  6,  13], 
436,504  [4,9, 11] 

U.S.  Ambassador  Maxwell  D.  Taylor,  445, 

455  [5]»  475  [3].  5^0  [3]>  5^3  [i.  7]> 

688[8],78o[6,i2],793 
U.S.  dependents  in,  211  [14] 
U.S.  mission  to,  211  [33],  223,  256  [2,  5] 
U.S.  policy  in,  186,  201  [5],  211  [21],  218 

[25,  27],  246  [4],  280  [8],  420  [8], 

626  n, 
U.S.  troops  in,  26,  83,  211  [33],  223,  294 

[5]>3i4>379[ioL793 
Viet  Cong,  170  [i,  5,  10],  223,  793,  780 

ftn.  (p.  1616) 
Visit  of  Richard  M.  Nixon,  285  [17] 
Visit  of  Secretary  Rusk,  316  [16] 
Visits  of  Secretary  McNamara,  28  ftn. 
(p.  34),  201   [5],  218  [23,  24,  26], 
3i6[2,i6],336[i5] 
Viet-Nam,  North,  475  [16] 
Attacks  on  U.S.  vessels,  497,  498,  499,  500, 
504  [2,  4,  11],  560  [7],  561  n. 
U.S.  retaliatory  action,  499,  504  [11], 
507.  509?  516  [2,  6],  544,  561  n., 
607,  612,  626  n.,  627,  634,  635,  638, 
646, 648, 733, 736 
Support  of  Viet  Cong,  780  ftn.  (p.  161 6) 
U.S.  reconnaissance  defense  measures,  587 

[5] 

Use  of  nuclear  weapons  in,  question  of, 
516  [2, 6],  638 

Vinson,  Repr.  Carl,  230,  242  [26],  330,  332, 
487,568,716,717,718,719 

Vinson,  Fred  M.,  292, 643, 644 

Violence  in  the  streets.    See  Civil  disorders 

Virginia 
Campaign  remarks,  628 
Candidates  for  public  office,  628 
Gov.  Albertis  S.  Harrison,  Jr.,  359,  471 

Virginia  Military  Institute,  359 


Visitors,  foreign  leaders 

Benediktsson,  Bjarni,  521  ftn.  (p.  978) 

Brandt,  Willy,  349 

De  Valera,  Eamon,  364, 366, 376 

Erhard,  Ludwig,  72-76, 87, 399, 400 

Eshkol,  Levi,  377, 378, 380 

Holyoake,  Keith,  464 

Home,  Alec  Douglas-,  184-187 

Hussein  I,  King,  258, 259, 265 

Inonu,  Ismet,  416, 418, 423 

Krag,  Jens  Otto,  394 

Lopez  Mateos,  Adolfo,  192,  193,  194,  596 

Macapagal,  Diosdado  P.,  623, 626 

Menzies,  Robert  G.,  426 

Orlich,  Francisco  J.,  438, 441, 443 

Pahlavi,  Shah  Mohammad  Reza,  385 

Papandreou,  George,  424, 429 

Pearson,  Lester  B.,  128,  134-138,  140,  574, 
576 

Rahman,  Tunku  Abdul,  470, 471 

Segni,  Antonio,  loi,  102,  107,  109,  118 

Tsiranana,  Philibert,  478, 479 

Wilson,  Harold,  795-797 
VISTA.    See    Volunteers    in    Service    to 

America 
Visit  to  Canada,  575,  576 
Vivian,  Weston  E.,  745 
Vocational  Education  Acts,  53,  133,  219 
Vocational    education    and    training.    See 

Occupational  training 
Vocational  rehabilitation,  179, 213 
Vocational  Rehabilitation  Acts,  488 
Volcanic  eruption,  Costa  Rica,  438  n.,  443 
Volunteers  in  Service  to  America,  801 
Von  Braun,  Wernher,  75 
Voorhis,  Jerry,  54  ftn.  (p.  68),  352 
Voting  participation  and  registration,  508 

District  of  Columbia,  167 

Women,  289 
Voting  Participation  and  Registration,  Presi- 
dent's Commission  on,  57, 167 
Voting  rights,  91  (p.  116),  406,  413,  433, 
541, 800 

Duty  to  exercise,  57,  167,  171,  508,  680, 
702,712,719,761,764 

Ratification  of  constitutional  amendment, 
171 

Young  people,  706 
Vournas,  George,  211  [  i  ] 
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Wadsworth,  James,  563  [5],  591,  688  [3] 

750 
Wages,  213,  233, 235,  267,  297,  299,  413, 415, 
558,  566,  747,  761,  775,  787 
Construction  workers,  444 
Increase,  91  (p.  115),  124  (pp.  156,  161), 
166,  285  [15],  314, 327,  350,  404,  405, 

431.  434>  455  [2],  477»  5o6»  54^,  562, 
599,  604,  640,  652,  655,  657,  658,  695, 

703.  708,  712,  713.  719.  728,  733>  734> 
.   745>749>75o>762»77i.8ii 
Minimum.    See  Minimum  wage 
Stabilization,  124  (p.  157),  642 
Wage-price  policy,  124  (p.  160),  232  [10], 
242  [8],  294  [23],  311,  350,  624,  740 
Withholding  rate,  92,  132  (p.  179) 
Women,  398 

See  also  Pay;  Personal  income 
Wagner  Act,  642 
Wagner,  Aubrey  J.    See  Tennessee  Valley 

Authority,  Chairman 
Wagner,  Robert  F.,  282,  294  [9],  334,  387  n., 

388, 521  [5],  666, 66j,  66g,  751 
Wagner,  Robert  F.,  Sr.,  334, 373, 667 
Wakelin,  James  H.,  Jr.,  229  n. 
Walker,  E.  S.  (Johnny),  732 
Walker,  Elmer  E.,  571 
Walker,  Lloyd,  660  n. 

Walker,  Patrick  Gordon,  688  [i],  796,  797 

Wallace,  Gov.  George  C,  246  [7],  256  [7, 

19],  285  [i],  316  [14,  18,  21],  455  [19], 

475  [18] 

Walleye  guide  bomb,  170  [3] 

Walling,  Sgt.  Harry  A.,  535 

Walling,  Mrs.  Harry  A.,  535 

Walrath,  Laurence  K.  (Chairman,  Interstate 

Commerce  Commission),  211  [2] 
Walsh,  Adam,  606 
Walsh,  Jerry  J.,  302 
Walsh,  Mrs.  Lee,  242  [6, 24] 
Walsh,  Rev.  Michael  P.,  266  [4] 
Walsh,  Thomas  J.,  656 
Walter  Reed  Hospital,  Washington,  D.C., 

476  n. 

Walters,  Mrs.  Adelaide,  285  [7] 

Walters,  Sen.  Herbert  S.,  323,  324,  325,  645, 

701, 702 
Walworth,  Arthur,  303 
War  College,  National,  533 
War  on  poverty.    See  Antipoverty  program 
Ward,  Barbara,  289 


Ward,  Henry,  331,  332 

Ward,  Mrs.  Henry,  332 

Warfare,  subversive,  382 

Warheads,  nuclear,  382,  413 

Warner  Robins  Air  Force  Base,  Georgia, 
716 

Warren,  Earl  (Chief  Justice  of  the  United 
States),  2,  14,  15,  27,  117,  141,  153,  172, 
426,427,733,796 
Letter,  595 

Warren  Commission.  See  Commission  to 
Report  Upon  the  Assassination  of  Pres- 
ident John  F.  Kennedy 

Warsaw  (Poland)  Uprising,  20th  anniver- 
sary, 491 

Washington,  135 

Gov.  Albert  D.  Rosellini,  575, 576, 577 

Washington,  D.C.  See  District  of  Colum- 
bia 

Washington,  George,  loi  n.,  141,  272,  295, 
303,  402,  415,  473,  533,  566,  597,  623  n., 

774 
Washington  Action  for  Youth,  537 

Washington  Monument,  623  n. 

Washington  Post,  256  [  12] 

Water  Conservation  Fund,  Land  and,  756 

Water  desalinization,  177, 396,  597,  693,  732, 

733»  756 
Colorado  River,  193 
International  cooperation,  545 
Reports,  715 
U.S.-Israel  cooperation,  175,  377,  378,  380, 

480, 672 
U.S.-Soviet  cooperation,  420  [2],  435,  480, 
695,  804 
Water  pollution,  132  (p.  187),  179,  357,  391, 

422,  578,  669,  755 
Water  resources  development,  132  (p.  187), 
134.  135^  i75>  i93>  198,  231,  396,  461, 
578,  620, 756 
Campaign  remarks,  597,  598,  606,  645, 

650, 656, 760 
Desalinization.    See  Water  desalinization 
Water  Resources  Planning  Act,  597 
Water  Resources  Research  Act  of  1964,  461, 

756 
Waterman,  Alan  T.,  27 
Waterways,  inland,  132  (p.  181) 
Watson,  Arthur,  296 
Watson,  Mark  S.,  27 
Watson,  Marvin,  780  [17] 
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Watson,  Thomas  J.,  Jr.,  473,  568,  601 
Watts,  Repr.  John  C,  643,  644 
Wauneka,  Mrs.  Annie  D.,  27 
Weapons 

Laboratories,  132  (p.  185) 

New  and  improved,  382 

Production,  797 

See  also  Missiles;  Nuclear  weapons;  nu- 
clear weapons  tests 
Weather  Bureau,  336  [3],  647 
Weather  Center,  World,  Washington,  D.C., 

705 
Weather  prediction  and  control,  518,  597, 

647.  705.  756 
Weather  satellites,  132  (p.  187),  396,  597, 

%.  705, 733. 756 
Weather  System,  World,  396,  705 
Weaver,  Robert  C.    See  Housing  and  Home 

Finance  Agency,  Administrator 
Webb,  James  E.    See  National  Aeronautics 

and  Space  Administrator 
Webb,  Walter  Prescott,  642 
Webster,  Daniel,  413,  606 
Wehle,  Maj.  Gen.  Philip  C,  5 
Weiner,  Charles  R.,  285  [7] 
Weinheimer,  Mrs.  Tom,  544 
Weisl,  Edwin  L.,  Jr.,  372,  751 
Weizmann,  Chaim,  175 
Weizmann  Institute  of  Science,  175 
Welch,  Lt.  Harold  W.,  release  from  East 

Germany,  232  [2],  242  [18, 26] 
Welch,  Louis,  760 
Welsh,  Gov.  Matthew  E.,  217,  288,  639,  640, 

729 
Welfare  programs,  132  (p.  188),  669 

Antipoverty.    See  Antipoverty  program 

District  of  Columbia,  133 

Indians,  120 

Red  Cross,  202 
Wells,  H.G.,  338 

Weltner,  Repr.  Charles  L.,  330, 716 
West  Berlin.    See  Berlin 
West  Virginia,  586 

Antipoverty  program,  293 

Coal  industry,  295, 297 

Gov.  William  W.  Barron,  217,  293,  360, 
586 

Unemployment,  213, 295, 297 
Western  Alliance,  split  in,  question  of,  246 

[14] 


Western  Hemisphere,   177,  607,  695,  710, 
726,  809 
Communism  in,  26,  316  [23],  635 
Economic  and  social  development,  340, 

443 
News  conference  remarks,  54  [2,  15],  232 
[i],  246  [i],  256  [17],  285  [13],  316 

[23] 

Relations  with  Western  Europe,  192 
Westminster  College,  Missouri,  263 
Westmoreland,  Lt.  Gen.  William  C,  294 

[5],  780  [6] 
Wetherby,  Lawrence  W.,  643, 644 
Wetzel,  Walter,  120 
Wheat,  132  (p.  187),  225,  249, 757 

Marketing  certificate  program,  255 

Prices,  255 

Sale  to  Soviet  Union,  139,  211  [11],  266 

[II] 

Longshoremen's  boycott  of  shipment, 

195 
Storage,  570 
Wheat,  Francis  M.,  455  [8] 
Wheat  Growers,  National  Association  of, 

255 
Wheeler,  Burton  K.,  656 
Wheeler,  Gen.  Earle  G.,  119,  256  [2],  316 

See  also  Joint  Chiefs  of  Staff,  Chairman 
(Earle  G.Wheeler) 
Wheeler,  John  H.,  522 
Whelan,  Quintin,  736 
White,  Justice  Byron  R.,  782, 784 
White,  Repr.  Compton  I.,  659 
White,  E.  B.,  27 
White,  John  C,  767 
White,  John  R.,  169  n. 
White,  Mrs.  Katharine  Elkus,  208,  257  n., 

394 
White,  Lee  C,  246  [13],  458 
White,  Dr.  Paul  Dudley,  568 
White,  William  Allen,  339 
White  House 
Cabinet  Room,  new  portraits  in,  344 
First  night  residence  in,  28  [  i  ] 
Lawn,  521  [i] 
Lighting,  121,  139,  182,  208,  218   [17], 

238,299,352,358,657 
Rose  Garden,  beautification,  267,  280,  285 
[23]>  309 
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White  House — Continued 
Tree  planting,  673,  678, 680 
Visitors  to,  280  [2] 
White  House,  Committee  for  the  Preserva- 
tion of  the,  211  [7,35] 
White  House  announcements  or  statements 
Certificate  of  Commendation,  citation  to 

Eddie  Cantor,  163 
Desalinization  of  sea  water,  480 
Employment  of  minority  groups  in  Gov- 
ernment, 205 
Geneva    Disarmament    Conference,    re- 
sumption, 94 
Guantanamo  naval  base,  Cuba,  U.S.  guar- 
antee of  security,  177 
Kennedy,  John  F. 

Assassination  investigation,  7, 14 
Funeral  plans  for,  2,  5 
Painting  presented  to  White  House  by 

family  of  President  Kennedy,  24 
Panama  Canal  Zone  dispute,  95,  104,  114 
Test  ban  treaty  safeguards,  276 
Viet-Nam  mission,  223 
White  House  Conference  on  Export  Expan- 
sion, 248, 592 
White  House  Fellows,  Commission  on,  622 
"White   House   Fellows"   program,   estab- 
lishment, 622 
White  House  Press  Corps,  339 
White  House  seminars  for  college  students, 

428,  526 
Whitney,  John  Hay  (Jock),  796 
Whitton,  Rex  M.  (Federal  Highway  Admin- 
istrator), 217 
Wholesale  Price  Index,  23,  124  (p.  160),  294 

[31.336  [11,463 
Wholesale  prices,  124  (p.  157),  271  [3],  472, 

619  [4L  630,  657,^  689,  740,  775 
Wichita,  Kans.,  campaign  remarks,  741 
Wickersham,  Repr.  Victor,  309 
Widnall,  Repr.  William  B.,  453 
Wiener,  Norbert,  98 
Wiesner,  Jerome  B.,  98,  116, 146  n.,  175,  420 

[2] 

Wilde,  Frazar  B.,  775 

Wilde,  Oscar,  224, 303 

Wilder,  Thornton,  27 

Wilderness  Act,  554,  578,  620,  657,  66^^  728, 

756 
Wilentz,  David,  338 
Wiles,  Harry,  741 


Wilhelm,  Kaiser,  648, 703 

Wilkerson  Corp.,  350  n. 

Wilkes-Barre,  Pa.,  campaign  remarks,  661 

Wilkie,  Wendell,  622 

Wilkins,    Eraser     (U.S.     Ambassador    to 

Cyprus),  201  [13] 
Wilkins,  Roger  C,  604  n. 
William     Randolph    Hearst     Foundation, 

journalism  awards,  339 
Williams,  G.  Mennen,  356,  431,  478  n.,  562, 

588  n.,  745 
Williams,  Sen.  Harrison  A.  (Pete),  Jr.,  233, 

338,422,453,660 
Williams,  John  C,  666 
Williams,  Sen.  John  J.,  256  [  13  ],  775 
Williams,  Kenneth  R.,  709 
Williams,  Ransome  J.,  719 
Williams,  Roger,  601 
Willis,  Repr.  Edwin  E.,  648 
Willis,  Sid,  267 

Wilmington,  Del.,  campaign  remarks,  750 
Wilson,  Edmund,  27 

Wilson,  Harold  (Prime  Minister  of  United 
Kingdom),  6']6,  678,  679,  680,  681,  693, 
800 
News  conference  remarks  on,  688   [i], 

780  [8] 
Visit,  795-797 
Wilson,  Kenneth  L.,  782 
Wilson,  O.  Meredith,  622 
Wilson,  Robert  E.,  242  [3] 
Wilson,  Lt.  Gen.  Walter  K.,  Jr.,  217 
Wilson,  Woodrow,  272,  287,  305,  314,  338, 
357.  391,  433>  473.  5^6,  57^,  5^8,  636, 
695.  718,  719.  728,  736,  748,  799 
Winston  Churchill  Memorial  Library,  263 
Winthrop,  John,  282 
Wirtz,  W.  Willard.    See  Labor,  Secretary 

of   ^ 
Wisconsin 

Campaign  remarks,  746 
Candidates  for  public  ofifice,  746 
Gov.  John  Reynolds,  746 
Primary  election,  246  [7],  256  [7],  316 
[18] 
Wolfe,  J.  E.,  284 
Wolfe,  Thomas,  526 
Women,  297, 388 

Employment  and  training,  213 
Equal  opportunity,  170  [161,213,398 
In  the  armed  services,  298 
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Women — Continued 
In  Government  service,  150   [16],  204, 
208,  211  [5],  213,  242  [2-7,  24],  257, 
289, 298, 305, 360, 398, 619  [7, 9] 
In  politics,  298 
Peace  Corps  volunteers,  289 
Role  in  antipoverty  program,  289 
Submarines  named  for,  question  of,  294 

[21] 

Suffrage,  257 

U.S.  dependents  overseas,  266  [17] 

Voting  and  registration  campaign,  289 

Wages,  398 

Working  mothers,  160  n. 
Women,   President's   Commission   on   the 

Status  of,  294  [21] 
Women  in  the  Services,  Defense  Advisory 

Committee  on,  298 
Women  Voters,  League  of,  289 
Women's  Aviation  Committee,  310 
Women's  National  Press  Club,  208 
Wool  imports,  717 
Wool  industry,  246  [19],  602 
Worcester,  Mass.,  396  n. 

Mayor  Paul  Mullaney,  396 
Work-study  program,  132  (p.  189),  219 
Work-training  program,  219 
Workmen's  compensation,  444 
Workv^eek,  91  (p.  116),  124  (p.  163),  233, 

404, 571, 590, 642, 669,  761 
World  Bank.    See  International  Bank  for 

Reconstruction  and  Development 
World  Health  Organization,  179 
World  Meteorological  Organization,  705 
World  Trade  Week,  336  [5],  350 
World  War  I,  703 
World  War  II,  37, 628, 648, 703, 764 

Great  Britain  in,  796 

Philippine  veterans  of,  627 

President's  service  in,  426 
World  Weather  Center,  Washington,  D.C., 

705 
World  Weather  System,  proposed,  396,  705 
World's  Fair  (1939),  282 
World's  Fair  (1964-65) 

Civil  rights  demonstrations,  285  ftn.  (p. 
521), 290 

Singer  Bowl,  334  n. 

Time  capsule,  282 

United  States  Pavilion,  283 

Venezuelan  Pavilion,  335 


Worthington,  Leslie  B.,  290 

Wren,  Sir  Christopher,  263  n. 

Wright,  Dr.  Irving  S.,  211  [6] 

Wright,  Dr.  Jane,  21 1  [6] 

Wright,  Orville  and  Wilbur,  310,  680,  783 

Wriston,  Walter,  296 

Wyeth,  Andrev^,  27 

Wynn,  Douglas  C,  701 

Wyoming 
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Crime,  537,  658 
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114).  132  (pp.  176,  181),  199,  213, 
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Youth — Continued 

Mental  fitness,  89, 126 

Mobilization  for  Youth  program,  451 

Morals  of,  comments  on,  246  [20],  280 
[51,622,750 

Physical  fitness,  89, 106, 126,  401, 490 

Presidential  Scholars  program,  266  [4] 

Role  in  antipoverty  program,  323 

School  dropouts,  47,  53,  84,  213,  218  [15], 
233,  246  [20],  398,  658,  680,  733,  754 

Unemployment,  91  (p.  115),  246  [20], 
386,451,754,771,787,791 

Voting  rights,  706 

"White  House  Fellows"  program,  estab- 
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Work-study  program,  219 

Work-training  program,  219 

Young  Democrats,  372, 729 

See  also  Children 
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Juvenile  Delinquency  and,  334,  537, 
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Yugoslavia,  617 

U.S.  trade  v^ith,  272 
Yun,  Suk  Heun,  35  n. 

Zablocki,  Repr.  Clement  J.,  746 
Zambia 

Independence,  721 

Kaunda,  Kenneth  D.,  721 
Zammit,  Themistocles,  585 
Zanzibar,  597,  607 

Independence  celebration,  32 

Sultan  Jamshid,  32 
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